CELLIST MICHEL FLEXER performs
with the Saint Michael Trio, musicians-in-

residence at Menlo College. | page5
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apr.com

4=
REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990 N
Reading between the emotional line makes the ALAIN PINEL

difference between finding a house and a home. DAL

ATHERTON

Charming Craftsman style
home on a 40,000+/- sf lot is
located on a quiet street in West
B Atherton. Features 3bd/3ba, a

B family room, which could be

i 4th bedroom, and incredible oak
trees and roses. This property
offers a wonderful opportunity
to remodel or build a new home
in a great location.

$2,750,000

EMERALD HILLS

Elegant 3,225+/-sf home includes
4bd/3.5ba, living room with a
stone fireplace, dining room with
# coffered ceilings, and a kitchen

[ with a Viking range. Master suite
offers a large closet and bath with
& a diamond glass window and an
alcove, antique free-standing tub.
Large 700+/-sf, 3 car garage.

| $1,999.000

Il MENLO PARK

Charming, remodeled home

on quite street in prime central

i Willows. Features hardwood
floors and granite finishes. Many
windows and skylights fill home
with natural light. Kitchen with
breakfast bar and stainless steel
appliances. Master suite with
spa-like bath and 2 main level
bedrooms. Menlo Park Schools.

$1,325,000

apr.com | MENLO PARK OFFICE 1550 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 100 650.462.1111

apr.com | WOODSIDE OFFICE 2930 WOODSIDE ROAD 650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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DISTANT THOUGHTS

A farsighted eye is too short (from front to
back) and its size is responsible for its refractive
error, which may improve until about age 25 as the
eyes grow and get bigger. However, the age-related
loss of near-focusing power that makes reading
glasses necessary for everyone at about age 45
may have an earlier impact upon the farsighted
eye. In fact, accommodation (close-up focusing
ability) begins to diminish at about age 10, and
this can begin to affect the ability of the farsighted

person’s reading ability as early as his or her 20s.
As the late 30s and 40s approach, there may be
increased trouble with vision, requiring corrective
lenses that get stronger through the 50s and 60s.

Do you have trouble reading street signs or
recognizing people’s faces at a distance? Our eyes,
like the rest of our bodies, change as we get older.
At MENLO OPTICAL, we offer high-performance
prescription lenses that can help you see clearly
near, far, and in between. Because we are locally
owned, we stress individualized attention and
quality eyewear at competitive prices. Bring your
prescription to us at 1166 University Drive, on the
corner of Oak Grove Avenue and University Drive,
or call us at 322-3900.

PS. Symptoms of far-sightedness include hav-
ing to squirt to see clearly, nearby objects appear-
ing blurry, and eye discomfort or headache after
reading or performing up-close tasks for pro-
longed periods.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California.
He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166
University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.

—

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac

Freak accident: Officers Jason Poirier, left, and Tony Mendoza of the Menlo Park Police Department
inspect a car damaged by a toppling top of a redwood tree that speared its windshield and injured the
driver at the corner of Olive Street and Santa Cruz Avenue around 10:30 a.m. Monday, Jan. 18.

Treetop crashes through car, injures driver

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

e driver of a silver Toyota was injured when
Tgle top of a redwood tree came crashing
through his windshield as he was driving
eastbound on Santa Cruz Avenue near Hillview
Middle School around 10:30 a.m. Monday, Jan. 18.
The car crashed through the wooden fence in
front of David FEline’s home on Santa Cruz Avenue,
and then through a chain link fence into his
neighbor’s front yard. It came to rest only a couple
of yards away from the car parked in the home’s
driveway.

ing to Officer Tony Mendoza of the Menlo Park
Police Department.

“I heard the crash of the tree limb literally
going through the car, and then I heard the
crash of the car going through the fence,” Mr.
Eline told The Almanac.

He said a strong gust of wind snapped the
treetop with an audible popping sound. The
tree is one of a stand of large redwoods at the
corner of Olive Street and Santa Cruz Avenue,
opposite Hillview Middle School.

Power was knocked out temporarily in the
neighborhood because the crash caused arcing

A TASTE oF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

(elia's Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino, Palo Alto (650) 843-0643
1850 El Camino, Menlo Park (650) 321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com
Full Bar - Happy Hour Specials; Catering

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana

2020 W. EI Camino Real, Mtn. View
(650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

(offee & Tea

The driver was taken to the hospital, accord-

of wires.

More news, information online; also comment on stories

Go to TheAlmanacOnline.com
for more news, sports and other
information, including stories on:

B The publisher of the Daily
News in Palo Alto, the San
Mateo County Times in San
Mateo, the Mercury News, and
many other newspapers in the
Bay Area s filing for bankruptcy
protection. MediaNews Group
Inc., using the name of Affiliates
Media Inc., announced it would
seek protection from creditors

B THEALMANACONLINE.COM

in federal court.

B A search and rescue team
based in Menlo Park may be
heading to Haiti to help with relief
efforts, according to the Menlo
Park Fire Protection District.

B A 25-year-old man was arrest-
ed early Friday morning after
being spotted near homes in Por-
tola Valley where authorities had

received reports of a prowler earlier
in the week, according to the San
Mateo County Sheriff’s Office.

M A local drive to raise $50,000
to help victims of the Jan. 12 earth-
quake in Haiti has been accom-
plished, the Silicon Valley Com-
munity Foundation announced.

B Residents brace for heavy
storms.

B Upcoming community
events, including the Calendar
and Around Town stories.

(onnoisseur Coffee Co.

2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City

(650) 369-5250 9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat.
Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula" call The Almanac 650-854-2626.
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Editorial. ............ 14
Guest opinion........ 15
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Obituaries........... 12
Police Calls . ......... 13
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On the cover

Early morning encounters like this one at Menlo-Atherton
High School will be less common in September if the
school implements a new daily schedule that starts school
later. Research shows teens need more sleep than the rest
of us. Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac. See Section 2.
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No matter how you slice it...
Our pizza is th

Menlo Park
1001 El1 Camino Real
324-3486

Pizzza-2-Go
989 El Camino Real
328-1556

Los Altos
227 First St.
941-9222
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A TOWN MARKET PLACE

ROBERTS MARKE T

SINCE 1889

— - - el —
F = e

3015 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511 ' S -
4420 Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851-1711 '
Open 6:30AM - 8PM by

Sale Dates: Jan. 20, 21, 22, 23 www.robertsmarket.com

PROTShUCE WINE DELI
Recent Finds

Long
ASPARAGUS % We are always on the hunt for Honey, Wine and Garlic

o superior quality wines at affordable

Grilled Flank Steak

Marinated in Soy,

Fresh i i i
prices. The following wines $ 1 . Ib.
ORGANIC SPRING MIX represent the best new acquisitions. 3 99
Red and Green 2009 Apaltagua Chardo
altagua Chardonnay
SEEDI.ESS GRAPES _ y Reserva, Chile Sale$ 99
Large California r 6 9( 2009 Apaltagua Pinot Noir, Chile —
This iv spicy, livelyy fuicy. Mushroom Risotto
NAVEL ORANGES ,. bE piot thats wieshing - sate $9.99

2008 Front Row Chardonnay, $ 6 -9 9 Ib. &
Napa Valley — A premium :,I o, S -
Robert’s Homemade! no-oak Chard that'’s both ‘T“" 1 Y
flavorful and crisp. Sale $ 1599 o Pt i p
MEAT B ab

2008 Sherwood Estate Pinot Noir,
Marlborough NZ — 91 pts — Wine Advocate!

A fragrant, poised, balance
Pinot. Great Value! Sale $ 1699 Green Bean Salad

2007 Santa Cruz Mins. Vayd Grenache, With Lemon Basil Vinaigrette
Mendocino — A perennial favorite,

but this 07 is truly special.
BONELESS SKINLESS s sy S0
CHICKEN BREAST . _
2006 Big Vine Cabernet Sauvignon,
Napa Valley — A true “reserve”
uality Napa Cab at
COWBOY STEAKS‘ e w1799

The above wines assort for a 10% discount
on 6, or more, bottles.

ALL NATURAL NIMAN SIRLOIN

On Sale

GROCERY ROBERTS HARDWARE & TACK

L 3044 Woodside Road * 851-1084
%’ ASCADIAN FARM
;. ' » | ) l : DEDD

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6:00, Sat. 8:00-6:00, Sun. 9:00-5:00

ALL PET LEASHES AND COLLARS

BUMBLE BEE SOLID WHITE ALBACORE TUNA $'| 29

50z. — In Oil or Water

LATE JULY ORGANIC CLASSIC CRACKERS
6oz. — Also Cheddar S ] ﬂ

g)SCAAllt f!IAEER SHAVED OVEN ROASTED TURKEY ¢ 2 929

MOTT’S NATURAL APPLESAUCE
230z. — Also Chunky - Original 5 I ﬁ

MRS. MEYER’S LAVENDER LAUNDRY DETERGENT sqﬂ

Limited to Stock on Hand
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School district won’'t suspend Tinsley program

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

e Menlo Park City School District
won't be shutting its doors to Tinsley
transfer students — at least, not this

year. Facing a potentially severe shortage of
classroom space in the coming school year,
district officials weighed a number of strate-
gies, including the temporary suspension of
interdistrict transfers for Ravenswood district
students under the Tinsley program.

Parents crowded the district board meet-
ing Tuesday night, Jan. 12, speaking against
the idea, one of several possible strategies
proposed by Superintendent Ken Ranella for
dealing with a projected enrollment bubble.

The Tinsley transfer program is part of a
desegregation lawsuit settlement that requires
Menlo Park and a half-dozen other Penin-
sula school districts to accept a set number
of minority students from Ravenswood, a
district serving East Palo Alto and Menlo
Park’s Belle Haven neighborhood.

Under the settlement, Menlo Park is

Bohannon polling effort
raises some alarm on council

required to offer places to 24 new kinder-
garten or first-grade minority students from
Ravenswood each year and guarantee to keep
them through eighth grade.

Following Mr. Ranella’s recommendation,
the board unanimously opted to find other
ways to accommodate the expected surge of
students. Class sizes will go up slightly in all
grades — to an average of 22 in grades K-3
and 26 in grades 4-8 — and Laurel School
will expand from 400 to about 475 students
with the addition of three or four modular
classrooms.

“What I've heard is that the community is
willing to make the trade-offs and sacrifices
to educate every child who comes to this dis-
trict,” said board member Maria Hilton.

Suspending the Tinsley program would
have required permission from a San Mateo
County Superior Court judge.

The board preserved the option to open
a new elementary school and evict the
German-American International School
from the district’s O’Connor school site, but
it’s unlikely to happen, given the expense

H INFORMATION

A study session on the O'Connor school
site is set for 7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 20,
in the Menlo Park City School District board
room, 181 Encinal Ave. in Atherton. Board
members plan to discuss what type of
elementary school would make sense at
the location — a neighborhood school or
a magnet school — and whether it would
serve students in grades K-3 or K-5. Those
decisions will dictate what sort of facilities
will be needed if the district reclaims the
campus.

involved.

“Coming to this district has been very
enriching for my daughter, and for other
people,” said Edwardo Hernandez, the father
of a Tinsley student. “We have a chance to
interact with other people and see the way
they see the world.”

However, the district’s practice of backfill-
ing — replacing Tinsley students who leave
the district with new kindergarteners —

could be suspended next year. This year saw
about 14 Tinsley students leave the district,
which is an unusually high number. Mr.
Ranella recommended not backfilling those
spots.

Board members said they want to see the
size of the incoming kindergarten class before
deciding, so the backfilling decision will wait
until the March board meeting, once the
kindergarten priority enrollment in February
ends.

No one who spoke at the meeting liked
the idea of suspending interdistrict transfers.
Calling it a disservice to students, contrary to
the community’s values and “an embarrass-
ment,” people urged the board not to con-
sider suspending the Tinsley program. One
mother who lives in the Menlo Park district
told the board that her two African American
children benefit from having Tinsley students
at their school because they like to see other
kids like them, with brown skin and black
hair.

See TINSLEY, page 6

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

polling effort by land devel-

Agper David Bohannon has

licited “grave concern”

from some Menlo Park city offi-

cials, and little more than a shrug
from others.

Questions about what Mr.
Bohannon is trying to accomplish
in a second round of public opin-
ion polling — and about what
impact, if any, the poll will have
on continuing closed-door nego-
tiations over a million-square-foot
office/hotel complex proposed by
his development company — were
the subject of about 45 minutes of
discussion at the City Council’s
Jan. 12 meeting.

In an interview, Mr. Bohannon
portrayed the effort, featuring
phone surveys and focus groups,
asan extension of an earlier survey
on his project. He said he wants
to “talk to people directly” about
new issues that have been raised,
specifically regarding the project’s
greenhouse gas emissions.

A handful of residents, most
prominently former council mem-
ber Paul Collacchi, have pressed
the council to force Mr. Bohan-
non’s company to offset the proj-
ect’s emissions — a view that
seems to have gained traction
among some council members.

Mr. Bohannon said he is also

trying to prepare for the possibility
of a referendum.

Councilwoman Kelly Fergusson
and Councilman Andy Cohen,
who constitute the council’s sub-
committee on the project, said
they met with Mr. Bohannon
Jan. 12 to express “grave concern”
about the most recent polling
effort. Ms. Fergusson said she
worries that Mr. Bohannon will
use the results of the poll to exert
pressure on the City Council, or
that he will use them to determine
whether he wants to circumvent
the council altogether and take
the proposal directly to voters in a
ballot initiative.

“These activities really could be
used to undermine the negotia-
tions,” Ms. Fergusson said. “This
kind of information could be used
to go around the council, and it
could be used to apply pressure to
us to compromise in a way that we
feel is not in the best interests of
Menlo Park.”

Asked in an interview if he
wanted to respond, Mr. Bohannon
said, “Not really. ... I thought the
other council members did a good

job of dealing with it.”
Noting that the council receives
plenty of petitions — business

interests who oppose plans for a
revamped downtown have infor-

See BOHANNON, page 7

Daniel Cher, from left, Russell Hancock and Michel Flexer perform as the Saint Michael Trio at a
recent concert. They are musicians-in-residence at Menlo College.

The music imperative

With full-time jobs outside the music
world, Saint Michael Trio players
are driven to perform and teach

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

hat do you get when you put a doctor,
Wa software engineer, and a political

scientist in a room and tell them to
do what comes most naturally?

It’s OK — you really weren’t expected to
pass this quiz. Who could possibly guess, after
all, that when Dr. Daniel Cher, software whiz
Michel Flexer, and Joint Venture: Silicon Valley

Photo by Sterling Hancock

CEO Russell Hancock join forces, they would
have what it takes to produce the high-caliber
classical music they regularly create as the
Saint Michael Trio?

Each a classically trained musician with a
fierce passion for the art, they nevertheless
chose careers outside the music world, which
made their appointment in 2008 as musicians-
in-residence” at Menlo College in Atherton
unusual, to say the least.

Unusual, but apt, given the college’s focus
on developing leaders in the business world. In
announcing the appointment, Menlo College

See MUSIC, page 10
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VILLA

2920 Woodside Rd. Woodside, CA 94062 (650) 851.4747
Learn More and Sign Up for Classes at www.WellnessStudio.com

Embarcadero Media is a
multimedia company with
websites, email news digests
(Express) and community
newspapers on the Peninsula,
in the East Bay and in Marin.

We are the leader in community
news and local advertising
solutions in the markets we serve.
More residents in our communities
turn to our websites, email news
digests and print media as the
primary choice for local news and
information.

We are looking for aggressive,
sophisticated Outside Sales
Representatives for our Real
Estate and Retail Sales Teams.
Experience in online, electronic,
and print media sales is a plus,
but not required. Familiarity with
the advertising industry and selling
solutions to local and regional
businesses is a huge plus.

nAlmanac

We offer salary,
commission,

bonus plan, health
benefits, paid time off
and an environment where
success and achievement is
rewarded.

Most importantly, the successful
candidate must have a drive to be
a top performer and enjoy working
with clients who are looking to our
company to provide them with cost
effective and efficient advertising
solutions. Consultative selling
approaches are key to success

in this position.

If you have the passion to achieve
great success in your career

and believe you can contribute
significantly to our leadership
position in the market, please send
your resume and a brief summary
as to why you believe you are the
right candidate for this outstanding
opportunity.

VOICE Weekly @
450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com

A pitch for our team.

Multimedia Advertising
Sales Representatives

S
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Qualified candidates will be
contacted for an interview.

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.
Please submit your resume and
cover letter to:

Walter Kupiec, Vice President Sales
and Marketing

wkupiec@embarcaderopublishing.com

Palo Alto

onl ine

@xpress
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TINSLEY

continued from page 5

Jesusita Rivera, a teacher in
the Ravenswood district whose
daughter is a Tinsley transfer stu-
dent, told the board that children
deserve the opportunity to benefit
from a good education.

“I'teach a class with 30 students
and we don’t have half the stuff
that you guys have,” she said. “To
look at all the resources you have,
you shouldn’t even be discussing
(suspending Tinsley).”

Ravenswood is on the right track
and improving, but it still has a way
to go, Ms. Rivera said. “Right now,
I don’t dare put my daughter in the
school where I'm at,” she said.

Mr. Ranella said the district
is committed to educating its
Tinsley students, and pointed
out that the district is working
hard to improve the performance
of its minority and low-income
students. The district’s values
haven’t changed, he said. It’s just
facing an extraordinary surge in
enrollment, he said.

“This is about facilities, not
about values,” he said, as the audi-

ence rumbled with disapproval.

Despite the district’s current
projects to add classrooms and
reclaim playground space on all
four of its campuses, projections
show that climbing enrollment in
the next five years will necessitate
larger class sizes or the addition of
portable classrooms to its elemen-
tary school campuses.

Opening a fourth elementary
school campus would alleviate the
space crunch, but is a costly solu-
tion in a time of shrinking educa-
tion revenues. And, those same
projections show that enrollment
will taper off and drop back down
to the current level of about 1,850
K-5 students by 2019.

The Menlo Park district is fac-
ing a budget deficit next year of
about $1.3 million, said Diane
White, the district’s chiefbusiness
official.

The board voted 5-0 to approve
the rest of Mr. Ranella’s proposals.
Besides expanding Laurel school
and raising class sizes, officials will
renegotiate the German-American
school’s lease with a 14-month
termination clause, and get reno-
vation plans for the campus pre-
approved by the state. B

Menlo Park kindergarten registration

Priority kindergarten registra-
tion for the Menlo Park City
School District begins Feb. 1 and
ends Feb. 26.

Children must be 5 years old by
Dec. 2 to enroll. Call the district
office at 321-7140, ext. 5603, with
questions.

Parent orientation meetings for
incoming kindergartners will be
held at Encinal School on Jan. 21
and March 11; call 326-5164 to
register. Oak Knoll’s meeting is Jan.

Visit www.avenidas.org or
call (650) 289-5433 for

your appointment today.

ShAvenidas

28at7 p.m.and Laurel School hosts
meetings on April 7 at 6:30 p.m.
and April 22 at 2:30 p.m.

For information about the dis-
trict’s bilingual Spanish immersion
program, call Tami Girsky at 321-
7140, extension 5601. Mandatory
information meetings about the
program are set for 7 p.m. on Jan.
26 and Feb. 23 at the district board-
room, 181 Encinal Ave., Atherton.

Go to www.mpcsd.org for
information.

In a tough
situation?

Turn to Avenidas for help:

* Information & Assistance

* Family consultations on
aging issues

* Support Groups

* Counseling

Where age is just a number
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It’s wait and see on public pensions

B Meanwhile, a former council member is
exploring a local initiative.

By Sean Howell, Dave Boyce

and Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writers

e cost of pensions to Cali-
T?ornia and its cities, towns
and agencies has long been
a concern, with prognosticators
warning that government agen-
cies would have an increasingly
hard time balancing their budgets
as pension payments consume
a greater portion of the general
fund.

City managers in San Mateo and
Santa Clara counties have taken
note, recently forming groups
to address the issue collectively.
While each jurisdiction must
negotiate its own labor contracts
with unions, the groups issued
a statement of principle in July,
asserting that member cities were
“committed” to scaling back pen-
sion benefits for new employees.

Menlo Park and Atherton offi-
cials acknowledge that the system
is not sustainable in the long run,
but neither jurisdiction has con-
crete plans to address the issue.
Woodside and Portola Valley offi-
cials, meanwhile, say retirement
benefits are not a strain on their
towns’ budgets, partly because
they don’t have their own police
forces or fire departments.

Meanwhile, former Menlo
Park councilwoman Lee Duboc
is exploring whether there is suf-
ficient local support for an initia-
tive election that would bypass the
council and change Menlo Park’s
pension policies with a vote of the
people.

Menlo Park, Atherton

In Menlo Park, skyrocketing
pension costs have contributed
to what the city characterizes as
a structural budget deficit. Those
costs have increased 16-fold over
the past six years, from $260,000
in the 2003-04 fiscal year to $4.28

million in 2009-10. Assuming
no new employee positions and
no new raises, those costs are
expected to approach $6 million
annually in five years.

Pension costs represent 12 per-
cent of the current budget, and
are beginning to strain it; the city
finished the 2008-09 fiscal year
about $500,000 in the red.

Still, the city has a $27 million
general fund reserve, and is not
seeking to renegotiate pension
benefits. It obtained concessions
from its middle-management
employees in negotiating a two-
year contract ratified by the City
Council in December, calling for
those employees to share pension
costs with the city if they increase
at a faster-than-expected rate.

“The council’s thinking was
that, at some point, we want to
get (to long-term sustainability),
but we want to take care of the
directimpacts now,” City Manager
Glen Rojas said, shortly after the
city negotiated a new employee
contract that did not scale back
retirement benefits. Mr. Rojas has
said the city would consider doing
so only if it didn’t affect its com-
petitiveness in the hiring market.

In other words, Menlo Park
might follow suit if surrounding
cities or the state make new rules
related to retirement benefits, but
would not initiate the effort.

“The reality is that the city is
in decent shape right now,” said
Councilman John Boyle at the
time. “It’s not time to panic.”

Atherton is in a similar situation:
faced with budget strain, but with
no imminent plans to address the
pension issue. The town has, how-
ever, taken measures to reduce its
pension load by holding the line
on employees; for example, it con-
tracts with Redwood City for IT
services.

“We're not poised to take action,
but were at a point where we

BOHANNON

continued from page 5

mally polled hundreds of people
over the past few months, for
example — Councilman John
Boyle asked why this one seemed
exceptional. Mayor Rich Cline said
he would expect any business to try
to control the conversation around
such a proposal.

Still, the fact that the poll is
being conducted in the midst of
the negotiations didn’t sit well with
Ms. Fergusson and Mr. Cohen.
Given the scope of Mr. Bohan-
non’s outreach efforts, Mr. Cohen
suggested that the city conduct its
own poll.

Mr. Bohannon maintained that

aballot initiative is not in his plans,
at least not at the moment. Morris
Brown, who led a 2006 referendum
campaign that Mr. Bohannon says
provided much of the impetus for
the poll, said he has no intention of
waging another such campaign.

But the possibility that the issue
would be decided by popular vote
hung over the council discussion.
Mr. Boyle said the city would be
well-positioned to defeat an initia-
tive, in the unlikely event that Mr.
Bohannon launches one.

“You’re thinking we could win
such a campaign?” Ms. Fergusson
asked.

“Pm thinking, if we cant, we
should be embarrassed,” Mr. Boyle
replied. B

recognize the need to get serious
about looking at this,” said Coun-
cilman Jerry Carlson.

Portola Valley, Woodside

Neither Portola Valley nor
Woodside is facing trouble in
paying for current retirement
obligations for public employees,
in large part because neither
town has embedded fire or police
departments. Both towns contract
for police services from the San
Mateo County Sheriff’s Office and
are served by the Woodside Fire
Protection District.

Safety personnel “are the expen-
sive ticket as far as retirement costs
are concerned,” Woodside Town
Manager Susan George said. “Our
financial projections indicate that
we can continue to support our
current obligations well into the
future.”

State guidelines allow safety
workers to retire at age 50, after 30
years’ service, with 90 percent of
their highest annual salary for life.
It’s a formula that many cities in
the region have adopted, including
Menlo Park and Atherton. With
candidates for those jobs scarce,
scaling back those benefits could
put a serious dent in a city’s hir-
ing prospects, according to Ms.
Duboc, former Menlo Park coun-
cil member.

Portola Valley’s situation is similar
to Woodside’s. The town’s pension
plan “is sustainable, assuming the
stock market doesn’t fold,” Town
Manager Angie Howard said.

Though neither Woodside
nor Portola Valley is financially

See PENSIONS, page 12

REAL ESTATE Q&A

by Monica Corman

Q2

Inventories Are Low

i ‘:\' !

Q: Iam looking for a home and am
amazed at how little inventory there is
currently on the market. Is this a typical
January market, or do you think that
inventories in the coming months will
remain lower than normal?

A: TInventory is very low at the moment,
which is not unusual for January. Sellers
may be thinking of selling their homes but
waiting until the weather gets a bit warmer
and the flowers begin to bloom. It is still
early yet and it is not certain how exactly
the market will be as we move into spring,
which is typically the strongest market of
the year.

We don't know whether this January is
like most others or if there is something else
causing inventories to be low. Are sellers
reluctant to sell at the current lower prices?
If they are not in a rush to sell, are they
waiting for a stronger market? Do sellers
not know where to go so they are staying put

for awhile? It is too soon to know what the
market forces this year will be.

We are lucky to live in the relatively strong
and stable Mid-Peninsula area. The overall
economy is still a major factor affecting
the local economy but there are good signs
of growth ahead. As we ended 2009, the
real estate market in this area had recov-
ered fairly well from the lows of early 2009.
Sellers should be aware that there are serious
buyers who want to buy now and lock in a
low interest rate for many years. If you are
thinking of selling this year, you should do
so now while these low rates are available
and buyers are motivated. These conditions
may not last.

Monica Corman

Alain Pinel Realtors
650-543-1164 Direct
650-465-5971 Cell
WWWw.monicacorman.com

For answers to any questions you

may have on real estate, you may

e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
T also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com
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SEAFOOD

Restourant & Freah Fisk Morker

751 El Caming Real
Menlo Park, CA 24025

BEST FRESH FISH » BEST SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood
Restaurant & Market
A GREAT PLACE 70 EAT LUNCH OR [NNNER
Seafood Dinners from $5% to §9%
Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips

Preparaed from the finast Aloskan halibut

Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.
Restaurant; Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri 'l 9 prn
Market: Mon - Sat 9 - 7, Closad Sunday

RLADERSE
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Call In Orclers Welcome
Phone 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

FACTORY SAMPLE SALE
Saturday 1/23 & Sunday 1/24
2 Days Only-Up To 70% Off

Save up to 70% on select Kolkka Metal Furniture
design samples and one-of-a-kind prototypes.
Includes coffee tables, drink tables, desks, consoles,
end tables, beds and etageres.

Factory Sample Sale Hours: 10am-6pm (Sat & Sun)

BRICK MONKEY

Unique and distinctive home furnishings, accessories and gifts

2400 Broadway, downtown Redwood City
www.brickmonkeyonline.com 650 260-1155

January 20, 2010 m The Almanac m 7




Stanford Hospital

A community health education series from Stanford Hospital & Clinics

Deadly Heart Condition
Yields to Screening
and Prompt Treatment

High school senior James Cooper and
his mother laughed at first when, in
the middle of a sports physical, the
examiner mentioned that the young
man’s arm span was suggestive of Mar-
fan syndrome, a connective tissue dis-
ease that can seriously affect the heart.
Cooper was otherwise in the peak of
youthful fitness, working out four to
five hours a day and playing several
competitive sports.

“But a couple of weeks later my mom
said, ‘Maybe we should get you checked
out, just to be safe, ” Cooper said. This
exam, with a cardiac specialist, in-
cluded an ECG, an non-invasive test
that can identify potentially danger-
ous heart conditions by measuring the
heart’s electrical activity. When his
mother, a former U.S. Navy medic, saw
the look of that ECG and the physician’s
scrutiny of it, she knew something

was wrong. “That’s when my heart
dropped,” she said. Cooper did not have
Marfan’s, but the specialist was fairly
certain he did have a genetic heart con-
dition called hypertrophic cardiomyopa-
thy, sometimes shorthanded as HCM.

The physician recommended Cooper
and his mother go to Stanford Hospital

& Clinics, where Euan Ashley, MD,
PhD, heads the Hypertrophic Cardio-
myopathy Center, one of a few clinics in
the world devoted to the diagnosis and
treatment of the condition.

“Thank God we found out. | thought
of all the families who have no
idea, and sudden death is how they
realized their son or daughter had
this condition”

- Paulette Cooper, mother of patient at
Stanford’s Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy Center

“From the moment we first met Dr.
Ashley at Stanford,” said Paulette Coo-
per, “I felt we were sitting in a room
with a doctor who really cared — a real-
ly gentle person, a really caring person
who was not rushing us through, not
treating us like he had a waiting room
full of other people he had to see. His
staff was amazing, too. I felt we were in
a really good place.”

Ashley, himself an athlete as a youth,
developed an early clinical and re-
search interest in heart health, includ-
ing that specific to the kind of activity
athletes ask of their bodies.

Once James' mother, Paulette, knew something was wrong with her son’s heart and that it could be inherited, she
began to recall the heart ailments and early cardiac deaths of other family members.
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Notes

James Cooper has had to give up the vigorous athletic conditioning that once filled his life, but his enthusiasm for

life and his future is undiminished.

“T've always been fascinated by the
heart as an organ,” he said. “It’s a phe-
nomenal thing that can power Olympic
athletes but holds an 80-year-old wom-
an to her chair, not able to walk.”

He suspected Cooper had HCM, but
also thought some of the behavior of
Cooper’s heart might be the result of
his heavy athletic training, so he or-
dered the young man to take a break.

That enforced inactivity was a major
blow to Cooper. Sitting on the bench
and watching his classmates playing
team sports was the complete opposite
of a path he had followed since he was
six years old and ran his first 10k. “I
wasn’t feeling too good about myself,”
he said.

As such a change might affect any
young athlete, “that just about took the
rug out from under him,” said Cooper’s
mother. “This was a kid who worked
out four to five hours a day, without a
coach. It was hard for him just to sud-
denly stop. Everybody’s saying, T'm
sure you're fine,” and James is sitting
there saying, ‘I hope so, but there’s
something happening.”

Recognizing the unusual

Stanford’s center is a place where hy-
pertrophic cardiomyopathy is under-
stood as a condition that can be found,
as it was in Cooper, in the most ath-
letic of patients. It is caused by genetic
mutations that change the structure

of the heart’s muscle cells, thicken-
ing them and disrupting the flow and
force of blood through its chambers. It
is the most common cause of sudden
death in young people and the most
common form of inherited cardiovas-
cular disease.

“From the moment we first met Dr.
Ashley at Stanford, I felt we were
sitting in a room with a doctor
who really cared - a really gentle
person, areally caring person.”

- Paulette Cooper, mother of a patient at
Stanford's Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy Center

Cooper’s mother knew her grandmoth-
er had been in and out of the hospital,
treated for congestive heart failure.
And there had been others in the fam-
ily who had died young, stricken with
sudden heart attacks. But she had had
no clue that that history might be re-
flected in her son’s heart health.

Often, the symptoms HCM chest pain,

fainting, palpitations — can be misdiag-
nosed. Genetic testing is still evolving,

but only at a few places, like Stanford,

is it available.

The center has had long experience
with the surgery sometimes performed
to counteract the obstruction to blood
flow caused by the condition. Few sur-
geons specialize in that surgery, Ashley
said. It calls for judgment and experi-
ence. “You might only make a small
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What To Know About
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy

« Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy is a disease of the heart muscle
which causes certain areas to enlarge and obstruct blood flow.
Typically, it's inherited and can affect both children and adults.

« Symptoms don't always appear in the early stages of the disease,
but later can include dizziness, shortness of breath, fatigue and
swelling of legs, ankles and feet.

special feature

« Treatments include medication to alter how the heart muscle acts,
surgery to remove a portion of the thickened heart muscle or
implantation of a defibrillator, which starts the heart if it stops.

« Anyone with a family history of unexplained early cardiac death
should think about screening and genetic testing.

« Euan Ashley, MD, recommends that young athletes be evaluated
by a physician before they begin to do sports. Adults with family
history of heart issues should see a physician to address their risk
factors. The disease can show itself in adults into their 40s and 50s.

For more information, visit stanfordhospital.org. Video talks by Dr. Ashley can be viewed at healthlibrary.stanford.edu. Contact the
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy Clinic at 650.736.1384.

number of cuts, but they make a very
big difference,” he said.

Even after cutting back on his strenu-
ous physical workouts, Cooper’s heart
still showed the disturbing abnormali-
ties and Ashley presented Cooper with
his choices. “He said I could continue
living my life as I had before and have
the possibility of suddenly dropping
dead. Or, I could get a defibrillator or
we could talk about medications like
beta blockers.”

The next steps

Cooper chose the defibrillator. Com-
pared to his pre-diagnosis lifestyle, his
physical activity now is quite restricted
—he’s not allowed to push his body in
ways that significantly raise his heart
rate. That means no marathons. And
no more competitive sports. But Coo-
per’s personality fights against the re-
strictions.

People with this heart condition face
“something they’re going to be deal-
ing with for the rest of their life,”
said Heidi Salisbury, a nurse who
has worked with Ashley at the center
for several years. “We encourage our
patients to learn as much as possible
about their condition, to make the
necessary changes in behavior and
lifestyle and then to live a high qual-
ity of life.”

Cooper is both the worst and best case
scenario, she said. “He epitomizes a
young man, playing basketball, who
could have died of cardiac arrest. He
had no idea he had this disease or the
severity of the disease. He had a higher
chance of death than others. But he
was a save.”

“T've been living with it for awhile now,
it’s not something I dwell on,” Cooper
said. “ I'm in a good place now. It’s not
something I fear.”

Euan Ashley, MD, director of the Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy Center, sees several new patients each week who
come for treatment of the thickened heart muscle that can cause sudden death even in young athletes.
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“For a long time, I went
through a lot of difficult
feelings,” said his mother.
“On one side, I thought,
‘This isn’t fair. Here’s a
kid who wanted to be a
firefighter since he was
four years old — why does
it have to be this? If this
was a kid who played
videogames all day, it
wouldn’t have had the
impact. On the other side
- thank God we found
out. I thought of all the
families who have no idea
and sudden death is how
they realized that their

son or daughter had this ¢
condition.” 3
<
“James has gone through §
some hard times, being 2
angry and disappointed. &
It’'s been hard for him, 2
but once he had the defi-
brillator put in, his goal
was to help other people
like him. He wanted to
reach out and talk to oth-
ers and help them.”

“I've been living with it for a while
now. It’s not something | dwell on.
I'min a good place now. It’s not
something I fear.”

- James Cooper, patient at Stanford Hospital
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy Center

Cooper took part in last year’s Stan-
ford HCM Patient Day. He ran on a
treadmill in front of the 75 attendees,
demonstrating the importance of re-
maining active while exercising within
the necessary restrictions. His internal
defibrillator, about the diameter of a

Since his diagnosis, James Cooper is only slightly less busy than he was
before. He's completing his undergraduate degree, holds a part-time job
and sings in a church choir, along with his fiancée, Breanna.

can of shoe polish, was visible below
the surface of his skin. “That visual of
seeing him run was really inspiring to
the audience,” Ashley said.

His internal defibrillator is routinely
monitored, but doesn’t need much
maintenance except for its battery,
which lasts for an average of 10 years.
The technology is improving continu-
ally, Salisbury said. His medical team
monitors Cooper’s activity remotely, so
they know when he’s pushing the limit.
“It’s hard to change your behavior
when you’re young and vital,” she said.
“But we are here to support every pa-
tient and their family for the long run.
This is a process and James is living
proof of our mission.”

Stanford Hospital & Clinics is known worldwide for advanced treatment of complex disorders in areas such as cardiovascular care, cancer
treatment, neurosciences, surgery, and organ transplants. Consistently ranked among the top institutions in the U.S. News & World Report
annual list of “America’s Best Hospitals,” Stanford Hospital & Clinics is internationally recognized for translating medical breakthroughs
into the care of patients. It is part of the Stanford University Medical Center, along with the Stanford University School of Medicine and

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford. For more information, visit stanfordmedicine.org.

STANFORD

HOSPITAL & CLINICS

Stanford University Medical Center
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Principal to retire in June

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

erald Traynor, the principal
Gof Las Lomitas Elementary

School in Atherton for the
last 10 years, has announced his
retirement, effective in June.

Mr. Traynor, 63, notified the
school community with a letter
in the school’s Jan. 11 newsletter.
“The time has come to move on,”
he wrote.

Likening his experience at the
K-3 school to a good book whose
story has run its course, he wrote,
“Life will continue, and I will con-
tinue to hold the volume close; I
will continue to review its con-
tents in my heart; I will continue
to wish that perhaps there might
have been a few more pages.”

Mr. Traynor was principal of a
school in Carmel before coming
to the head office at Las Lomitas,
according to district Superinten-
dent Eric Hartwig. He had been
planning his retirement for two
years, Mr. Hartwig said.

Mr. Traynor has done “a bril-
liant job with Las Lomitas,” Mr.
Hartwig said. “The school runs
like a magic kingdom — it will
have his stamp on it for years to
come. ... We're going to be in his
debt for a long time. He’s a very
talented and gracious man.”

Mr. Traynor could notbe reached
for comment, but in his letter to
the school community, he wrote:
“While there were times that
might euphemistically be called
‘rocky, and while there were dis-
agreements along the way, and
while everything did not always
run the way I planned or the way
would have wished it, still, the vast,
vast majority of the time I spent on
this campus was joyous and
invigorating and filled with won-
der, thanks to an ever-changing,
ever-wonderful student body, a
host of supportive and cooperative
parents, and the most talented and
dedicated faculty and staff it has
ever been my privilege to know
and serve.” O

Teachers in the Las Lomitas
Elementary School District
will receive a retroactive 1.75
percent salary increase for the
2008-09 school year under
a newly signed agreement
reached between their union
and the district.

The agreement also includes
a 0.25 percent increase in
health benefits, according to
district Superintendent Eric

Las Lomitas teachers sign contract

Hartwig, who said the con-
tract took about 18 months to
negotiate.

The district and its teachers
will soon begin to negotiate
the 2009-10 contract to cover
the current school year; that
contract might cover more
than the current year, Mr.
Hartwig said.

Go to TheAlmanacOnline.
com for more information.

The music imperative

MusSIC

continued from page 5

President G. Timothy Haight said,
in a prepared statement: “All three
performers are extremely success-
ful in their business careers, and
their private sector experience will
add significantly to the intellectual
life of the college.

“And yet they have simulta-
neously built successful concert
careers and perform on stage to the
highest musical standards. They
model the type of success and
multi-dimensionality we intend
for our graduates.”

High praise for an ensemble that
had performed together for just
over a year at the time.

Joining forces

The trio came together after
a mutual friend introduced Mr.
Hancock, a pianist, and Mr. Cher,
a violinist, and “there was instant
rapport— we knew we had to play
together,” Mr. Hancock says. “I
said, ‘we need a cellist, and he said,
‘Tknow just the person.”

That person was Michel Flexer,
who was part of the Beet Quartet
Mr. Cher performed with in casual
settings, including the Palo Alto
farmers’ market.

Mr. Hancock, who in addition to
his leadership role at Joint Venture:
Silicon Valley teaches in Stanford’s
public policy program, recalls his
excitement: “T'd been looking my
whole life for collaborating part-
ners.”

A Washington state native, Mr.
Hancock performed as a solo-
ist with orchestras in the greater
Seattle area when he was still in

#1

ensure a successful project!

explore your color courage!

lighting & ventilation

Wednesday, January 27
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

For a complete list of our 2010

n Learn the designers’ tricks of the trade and

n Design guidelines, storage, trends and technology

n Choices in appliances, cabinets, counters,

Call us or go online to register for this class.

Monthly Workshop Series by Harrell Remodeling

Kitchen and Bath
Design & Remodeling

For homeowners interested in learning more
about how to approach a remodeling project,
these interactive workshops promise to be
informative and fun. Upfront planning will

Harrell Design Center, Mntn View

Monthly Workshop Series, please visit
us at www.harrell-remodeling.com

License: B479799.

We never forget it’s your home.®

Harrell Remodeling Design Center

QOur Design Center is 85% solar powered.

L4

Harrell RemndeTinu

Design + Build

1954 Old Middlefield Way
Mountain View, CA 94043
(650) 230-2900

harrell-remodeling.com

high school. He almost “went the
conservatory route” after high
school, but changed his mind at
the last minute, he says.

“I was passionate about music,
but I also had other interests,” he
said, noting that he was his school’s
student body president and was
interested in public policy and in
having a stable family life rather
than life on the road as a perform-
ing artist.

Dr. Cher, who leads clinical trials
for Chestnut Medical Technologies
in Menlo Park, performed with
Orchestra New England and the
New Haven Symphony when he
was in medical school. Before that,
he won the undergraduate music
prize at Stanford.

Now a software architect for a
startup in San Mateo, Mr. Flexer
has also worked with Siebel Sys-
tems and Gain Technologies. As a
youth he performed with the Palo
Alto Chamber Orchestra, then
studied cello at the New England
Conservatory while a student at
Harvard.

All three men say music is not
only important to them as they
pursue non-musical careers, it’s an
imperative.

“We need to play. We can’t help

it,” Mr. Hancock says. And where
does the energy come from, when
the work day is long and difficult,
and the time to practice an instru-
ment and rehearse as an ensemble
is short? “High metabolism,” he
responds with a laugh, adding that
they all “take a lesson from the
kids — they’re always multitask-
ing”
Among the three of them, they
have seven children, so their
rehearsals, usually at Mr. Han-
cock’s Palo Alto home, don’t begin
until 8 p.m., “when the kids are in
bed,” he says.

Mr. Flexer says his high-stress
work and other of life’s pressures
make rehearsing more a need than
a chore. “I come here, and within
minutes, as I start to play, there’s (a
sense of) joy ... and calm,” he says
during a recent rehearsal break.

Likewise, Mr. Cher feels driven
to perform. “The music is in my
head all day long — and I need to
share it with the world,” he says in
an e-mail.

Noting the need to expose mod-
ern audiences to “a huge literature
of remarkable music” to keep it
alive, he says that working with
young people is important as well.
He described a recent coaching
session with Palo Alto Chamber
Orchestra violinists as “fabulously
fun.”

Conducting master classes, per-
forming concerts and giving lec-
tures at Menlo College are part of
the duties of the musicians-in-resi-
dence. Last year the trio performed
a series of concerts ranging from a
“pops and jazz night” to herald in
summer, to a two-part event fea-
turing the work of Mendelssohn.

All of their concerts are free, but
they welcome donations to help
fund projects such as a planned
festival at Menlo College for musi-
cians “who play up to industry
standards” but are not in the music
industry, Mr. Hancock says.

The funds also go toward com-
missioning original music for the
trio. The first commission was to
Woodside resident Mary Finlayson
for a work the trio premiered last
June, he says.

The trio also performs for pri-
vate parties in homes, clubs and
other venues, as well as in public
spaces such as schools. On Sunday;,
Jan. 24, they will perform in Ral-
ston Hall Mansion at Notre Dame
de Namur University in Belmont.

They’re planning a second CD to
follow “Debut,” which features
music ranging from Debussy,
Chaminade and Brahms, to Astor
Piazzolla. O

H INFORMATION

The Saint Michael Trio will
perform at 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
24, at Ralston Hall Mansion,
1500 Ralston Ave. in Belmont.
The concert is free, but
donations will support Notre
Dame de Namur University music
programs. Reservations: 508-
3429, or concerts@ndnu.edu.

A concert featuring the
music of nine composers who
worked in African American
traditions — spirituals, jazz
and blues — will be held
on Sunday, Jan. 24, to ben-
efit the music program at
Eastside College Preparatory
School in East Palo Alto.

The event, “A Tribute to
African American Compos-
ers,” is set for 3 p.m. at East-
side Prep, 1041 Myrtle Ave.
in East Palo Alto.

It will feature performanc-

Concert salutes black composers;
benefit for Eastside College Prep

es by Menlo Park pianist
Josephine Gandolfi, as well
as pianists LaDoris Cordell, a
former Palo Alto City Coun-
cil member, Deanne Tucker,
and Jefferson Williams. Per-
formers also include soprano
Yolanda Rhodes, violinist
Susan C. Brown, and cellist
Victoria Ehrlich.

Admission is by donation,
suggested at $15, general,
and $5 for seniors and stu-
dents. For more informa-
tion, call 688-0850.
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In Atherton, disparate views on what
constitutes transparent government

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

ment of the new police chief and lack of disclo-

sure about a $230,000 sexual-harassment lawsuit
settlement, Atherton City Council members are
doing some soul-searching about the town’s respon-
sibility to communicate with its residents.

Atadaylong Jan. 11 strategic planning workshop
held in the town council chambers, council mem-
bers debated policies and philosophies on open
government.

“I think the council as a whole does a very poor
job of engaging the community,” said Council-
woman Elizabeth Lewis. “Council members as
individuals do a very good job.”

While the council ultimately decided to create an
ad hoc council subcommittee made up of Jerry Carl-
son and Ms. Lewis to come up with a town policy on
public information and council communications, it
was clear that there are disparate visions as to what
constitutes transparent government.

The subcommittee was to have included mem-
bers of the public, but the council changed direc-
tion when informed that including residents would
force the meetings to be open to the public.

“The image we want to create with our residents
is that the council’s working as a team. That we
appear to be divided publicly is not good,” said
Councilman Jim Dobbie.

Mr. Dobbie complained about an online survey
about several town issues created by Councilman
Charles Marsala. Mr. Marsala e-mailed links to
the survey to residents prior to Monday’s meeting,
and had gotten about 60 responses.

Mr. Marsala should not have sent out the survey
without informing the other council members
first, Mr. Dobbie said.

“I do think I have the right to ask my constitu-
ents what they think about the issues 'm going to
be voting on,” said Mr. Marsala in response.

Mayor Kathy McKeithen suggested adopting
a philosophy that council members will try not
to blindside each other with things like resident
surveys, but City Attorney Wynne Furth warned
that the law clearly prohibits anything that smacks
of behind-the-scenes deliberation. Weighing in on
another council member’s communication before
it’s made public is against the law. According to
the Brown Act, the council can’t find something

In the wake of recent criticism about the appoint-

out before the public does, she said.

The Brown Act, the California law that guaran-
tees public access to meetings of legislative bodies,
was much discussed at Atherton’s meeting. Peter
Carpenter, the president of the Atherton Civic
Interest League and recently retired member of the
Menlo Park Fire Protection District board, read the
preamble to the Brown Act aloud to the council
members and urged them to follow its spirit.

“What you are talking about to some degree
is how to control information. The Brown Act is
clear that everything you are doing is the public’s
business, with exceptions for pending litigation
and personnel issues,” Mr. Carpenter said. “Any
attempt to control information is not going to
work, it will lead to more distrust.”

It may be a painful transition for Atherton offi-
cials to go from trying to tightly control informa-
tion to being completely open, but they should do
it, he said. “Once you get past that barrier, life gets
a lot easier,” Mr. Carpenter said.

The council members also discussed ways to
increase online communications with residents,
and expand the town’s e-mail list that currently has
only about 300 or so residents. Mr. Marsala said that
while the online survey isn’t scientific, it’s a good
way to solicit resident input on town affairs and that
he was encouraged by the number of write-in com-
ments from respondents.

Mr. Dobbie appeared unconvinced.

“Let’s say everyone on the council sends out a
survey. It gives the impression we’re not working
as a team,” he said.

“I'm not concerned about your image, 'm con-
cerned about you making informed decisions,” coun-
tered Mr. Carpenter. “The five of you cannot decide
‘this is what we’re going to do’ amongst yourselves,
and ‘this is what we’re going to tell the public.”

However, lack of action caused by endless dis-
cussion clearly frustrated Mr. Dobbie.

“One of the things we are being measured on is
how efficiently we are getting things done,” said
Mr. Dobbie.

Mr. Carpenter countered by saying, “Efficiency
is not necessarily the hallmark of democracy. It
may not be efficient, but at least you can see how
you're getting things done.”

“The more we accomplish, the better it is for the
residents,” said Mr. Dobbie in response. “Things
that should take a month take a year because we’re
debating amongst ourselves.”

Simitian to offer ‘education update’

State Senator Joe Simitian,

Yvonne Tryce, write to ytryce@
yahoo.com.
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The Aesthetics Research Center is participating in
a research study for crow’s feet and forehead lines.

Looking for women, age 30-70,
with slight to deep wrinkles.

The Aesthetics Research Center
525 Chesapeake Drive « Redwood City

Please Contact Stephanie for more information:
800.442.0989 or research@aestheticsresearchcenter.com

BEWMAN

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

% Lower School - Grades K -5
4 Middle School - Grades 6 - 8
¥ Individualized, self-directed program

& Rich international and cultural studies

@ Proven, Montessori approach

@ State-of-the-art facility

& Low student-teacher ratio

www.bowmanschool.org
4000 Terman Drive ® Palo Alto, CA @ Tel: 650-813-9131

The 2009 Annual
Real Estate Reports

are now available for
ATHERTON,

D-Palo Alto, will hold an “Edu-
cation Update” on Saturday, Jan.
23, in Palo Alto, when he will
“provide an in-depth update
on K-12 education funding and
legislation pending in Sacra-
mento,” he said.

The meeting, open to the
public, will be held from 10
a.m. to noon on Jan. 23 in the
Palo Alto Unified School Dis-
trict Board Room, 25 Churchill
Ave. in Palo Alto.

Sen. Simitian’s office asks that
if you plan to attend, please call
688-6384.

After-school science
The physics of simple machines,

the interaction of force and
motion, is the topic for after-
school winter science classes for
kids in grades K-3 at the Portola
Valley Town Center.

The 10-week sessions are
$250; the cost includes materials
and snacks. Classes began Jan.
11, but registration continues
through Jan. 22.

Go to tinyurl.com/PVregistra-
tion to register, or register by
mail or in person.

Go to www.portolavalley.net
for more information. Click on
the Community Classes link on
the left side of the home page.

To contact the instructor,

Register for kindergarten

Families with children who
will be entering kindergarten in
the fall are invited to parent visi-
tation day at Ormondale school
in Portola Valley beginning at
8:30 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 26. Prin-
cipal Jennifer Warren will give
a brief orientation in the school
library, and then parents will
have a chance to visit the four
kindergarten classrooms.

Incoming kindergartners must
be age 5 by Dec. 2 and must live
within the Portola Valley School
District. Ormondale School is
located at 200 Shawnee Pass at
Iroquois Trail. Call 851-1777,
ext. 1151 for information.

Steven Gray

DRE# 01498634
650-743-7702

sgray@cashin.com

CASHIN

AEmEPaEy

MENLO PARK,
PORTOLA VALLEY
and WOODSIDE.

To see how the
local markets are
trending visit:

www.PeninsulaSpecialist.com
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FREE
DELIVERY

(with min. order)

“THE BEST

S PIZZA WEST
!EJ\ST COAST PIIZERIA! —Ralp/JBarbieri
KNBR 680

GREAT PASTAS « FRESH SALADS

226 Redwood

880 Santa Cruz Ave ‘Shores Phwy

Menlo Park Redwood Shores
(at University Drive) (leﬁte ttlc; I(’Jzifllii)c

(650) 329-8888 (650) 654-3333

January 23

How
To
Clinics

L;;ngso Garden Materials

January 30 & 31

Gardening On A Budget .... free

COMMUNITY

Jeanne Hueffed, longtime Almanac employee

Jeanne Hueffed, who was the
receptionist for The Almanac
office over a period of 14 years,
died Jan. 12 after a year-long
battle with lung cancer. She
died, surrounded by her chil-
dren, at home in Foster City. She
was 83.

Services were held Tuesday,
Jan. 19, at St. Mark’s Catholic
Church in Belmont.

Ms. Hueffed began working
at The Almanac in 1988, when
it was located on Oak Grove
Avenue in downtown Menlo

“ Astrid Gaiser & Earl Boyd Astrid Gaiser Design &

# John Shaw-Rimmington Master Wall Builder
The Dry Wall Association of Canada
Dry Stone Wall Building Workshop .... $200 registration fee

Sign up to
reserve
your seat

www.lyngsogarden.com
650.364.1730

19 Seaport Boulevard|
Redwood City
Mon-Sat: 7 to 5, Sun: 8to 4

LYNGS®

GARDEN MATERIALS, INC.

Tue JEAN anp BILL LANE

LECTURE SERIES 2009-2010

Presents
Denis Johnson

Reading

Monbpay, FEBRUARY 1, 2010, 8:00 p.M.
CUBBERLEY AUDITORIUM, STANFORD CAMPUS

Colloguium

TuEkspay, FEBRUARY 2, 2010, 11:00 A.m.
TERRACE RooM, BUILDING 460

FREE anpo OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

InFOrRMATION: 650.723.0011

HTTP://CREATIVEWRITING.STANFORD.EDU
Sponsored by Stanford University Creative Writing Program
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Park. In her job, she was a good-
will ambassador to the public,
problem solver, room mother,
quartermas-
ter, party
planner and
event coordi-
nator.

She present-
ed The Alma-
nac’s best face
to the public
and created
a pleasant
atmosphere, with fresh flowers
on her desk and a well-filled
candy jar.

“Jeanne did so much more
for me and The Almanac than
greet customers and answer the
phone,” said publisher Tom Gib-
boney. “She would handle cor-
respondence, plan parties and
a million other things that were
far beyond her job description.
And she always had a smile and
was happy to do it. She never
wanted to sit still.”

Ms. Hueffed retired from the
Alameda de las Pulgas office of
The Almanac in 2002 when her
husband became seriously ill.
Mr. Hueffed died in 2004.

Jeanne Hueffed was born May
21, 1926, in Saginaw, Michigan.
She attended local parochial
schools and graduated from St.
Joseph’s High School in Sag-
inaw.

She graduated from Mary-
grove College in Detroit in 1949

Jeanne Hueffed

and went to work as an assistant
buyer for Higbee’s department
store in Cleveland. She devel-
oped an interest in fashion,
which lasted all her life. She was
always well dressed, with a pas-
sion for shoes.

She met her future husband,
Theodor Kundrz Hueffed, in
Cleveland on St. Patrick’s Day,
and they were married Feb. 3,
1951, at St. Luke’s Church in
Lakewood, Ohio. The couple
lived in the Cleveland suburb
of Bay Village, before moving to
California in 1959.

Ms. Hueffed devoted her life
to raising her six children, often
volunteering at their schools
or taking part in parent activi-
ties. After they were grown, she
worked for a few years for the
Swensen Ice Cream Co., before
coming to The Almanac.

Although her maiden name
was Kessel, she took great pride
in her Irish heritage, gained
through her grandmother,
Bridget, who lived next door
when she was growing up. St.
Patrick’s Day would always find
her sporting a green outfit and a
shamrock pin, oftentimes with a
pot of shamrocks on her desk.

Ms. Hueffed is survived by
her six children: Martha Riv-
iello, Lisa Hueffed, Ted Huef-
fed, Mary Ann Hubbard, Mark
Hueffed and Molly Hueffed; 10
grandchildren; and eight grand-
children.

The family prefers memorials
in her name be made to St. Jude’s
Children’s Research Hospital.

Tommy Simpson

Memorial services for Tommy
Simpson, a Portola Valley icon
who died Nov. 25 at age 92, will
be held at 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
23, in the Community Hall at
the Portola Valley Town Center,
765 Portola Road. She was well
known in town as the former
owner and frequent presence at
Portola Valley Hardware.

Bob Augshurger

Memorial services will be held
Friday, Jan. 29, in Portola Val-
ley for Robert R. “Bob” Augs-

m SERVICES

burger, a former vice president
of Stanford University and the
first executive director of the
Peninsula Open Space Trust.

He died Dec. 31 of a brain
tumor at his home at The
Sequoias in Portola Valley.

The services will start at 4 p.m.
at Valley Presbyterian Church,
945 Portola Road in Portola
Valley. The family requests no
flowers. Donations may be made
to POST, Hidden Villa, or the
Children’s Health Council.

PENSIONS

continued from page 7

strained, both Ms. George and
Ms. Howard said their towns
would consider scaling back
retirement benefits for new
employees if it becomes a trend
in both counties.

Ballot box
Ms. Duboc is looking into the
prospect of launching a ballot

initiative aimed at reducing retire-
ment benefits for new Menlo Park
employees. Given the lobbying
prowess of employee unions and
council members’ close working
relationship with employees, people
shouldn’t necessarily expect their
elected representatives to solve the
issue, she said.

Ms. Duboc said she’s trying to
determine whether there’s enough
interest among the public to merit
launching a campaign. B



FOR THE

RECORD

Portola Valley: Deputies arrest alleged prowler

A 25-year-old Sunnyvale man was arrested early
Friday morning after being spotted near homes
in Portola Valley where authorities had received
reports of a prowler earlier in the week, according
to the San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office.

At about 1:30 a.m., sheriff’s deputies spotted
Daniel Silverman on the campus of Woodside
Priory School, located at 302 Portola Road.

Silverman allegedly approached nearby hous-
ing units where the reports of prowlers had been
made. When the deputies tried to contact Silver-

Office.

man, he fled, according to the sheriff’s office.

H POLICE CALLS

ATHERTON

Fraud report: Unauthorized check for
$3,450 cashed from resident’s account,
Mount Vernon Lane, Jan. 11.

Grand theft report: Cell phone stolen,
Middlefield Road, Jan. 12.

Auto burglary report: Window smashed,
Shearer Drive, Jan. 11.

MENLO PARK

Commercial burglary report: Locked
container forced open and tools and
gardening equipment stolen, 100 block of
Independence Drive, Jan. 11.

Residential burglary report: Bedroom
forced open and cell phone, charger and
$50 in cash stolen, 1100 block of Sevier
Ave., Jan. 10.

Auto burglary reports:

B Window smashed, vehicle ransacked
and stereo system stolen, 1000 block of
Madera Ave., Jan. 9.

W Window smashed, 1000 block of Mad-
era Ave., Jan. 9.

W Window smashed, 1600 block of Marsh
Road, Jan. 13.

B Sunglasses, stroller and other items
stolen, 300 block of Pope St., Jan. 14.
Stolen vehicle report: Boat stolen, 3600
block of Haven Ave., Jan. 8.
Embezzlement report: Embezzlement
and forgery by former employee, 100
block of Encinal Ave., Jan. 14.

Fraud reports:

M |dentity theft, 1200 block of Hoover St.,
Jan. 8.

W Account opened and deposits made
with fraudulent checks, 3700 block of
Haven Ave., Jan. 14.

Child protective services reports:

W 100 block of O’Keefe St., Jan. 11.

W 1400 block of Chilco St., Jan. 14.

LADERA

Residential burglary report: Laptop com-
puter and jewelry stolen for estimated loss of
$11,200, 700 block of La Mesa Drive, Jan 7.

Salon Menlo: history of civil liberties

Activists Flaine Elinson and Stan
Yogi, authors of “Wherever There’s
a Fight,” will discuss the history of
civil liberties in California at Salon
Menlo, set for 12:30 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 24, in the Fireside Room at the
Menlo Park Recreation Center, 700
Alma St. in Menlo Park.

The authors will talk about the
Hollywood Ten blacklist of the
1950s. Menlo Park librarian Nick
Szegda will show film clips and join
them in discussing government
attempts to censor filmmakers dur-
ing the “red scare” Cold War era.
Librarian Lauren John will serve as
moderator.

Coffee and refreshments will be
served. The free program is pro-
vided through the Al Jacobs Fund
administered by the Friends of the

H AROUND TOWN

Menlo Park Library.

‘Twelfth Night’

Menlo School’s drama depart-
ment will present Shakespeare’s
comedy “Twelfth Night” Jan.
28-31 at the Florence Moore
Theatre on campus at 50 Val-
paraiso Ave. in Atherton.

Show times are 7:30 p.m. Jan.
28-31, with a 2 p.m. matinee
on Jan. 30. Tickets, at $5 for
students and senior citizens
and $8 for adults, are available
at tickets@menloschool.org, at
the campus bookstore, or at the
door of Florence Moore Theatre,
50 Valparaiso Ave. in Atherton.

Roller Hapgood & Tinney

The Peninsula’s Premier
Funeral Service Provider

Serving families since 1899

980 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, California 94301
(650) 328-1360

o www.rollerhapgoodtinney.com

Funeral Home FD132

More deputies were called to the scene, and Sil-
verman was eventually spotted hiding in a vehicle
on Georgia Lane near the school.

He was arrested and booked in county jail in
Redwood City on suspicion of prowling, trespass-
ing and resisting arrest, according to the Sheriff’s

Anyone who may have witnessed the incident or
has any additional information about the case is
encouraged to call sheriff’s Sgt. Bryan Raffaelli at
(650) 363-4058.

— Bay City News Service

PORTOLA VALLEY

Fraud report: Resident’s name and med-
ical account information used to make
unauthorized medical appointment in
Santa Cruz County, 200 block of Golden
Hills Drive, Jan. 11.

WOODSIDE

Theft report: Victim's purse stolen from
unattended shopping cart, 3000 block of
Woodside Road, Jan. 8.

Fraud report: Resident’s address and
phone number used to open account with
online music outlet for loss estimated at
$20, 100 block of Jane Road, Jan. 11.

alys grace

meet

Eve...

social worker

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF MENLO PARK
CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of
Menlo Park, California, will hold a Public Hearing with respect
to the proposed participation by the City in the CaliforniaFIRST
Program of the California Statewide Communities Development
Authority. Participation in the CaliforniaFIRST Program will enable
property owners to finance renewable energy, energy efficiency
and water efficiency improvements on their property through the
voluntary levy of contractual assessments pursuant to Chapter 29
of Division 7 of the Streets & Highways Code (“Chapter 29”) and
the issuance of improvement bonds under the Improvement Bond
Act of 1915 (Streets and Highways Code Sections 8500 and fol-
lowing) upon the security of the unpaid contractual assessments.
Chapter 29 provides that assessments may be levied under its
provisions only with the free and willing consent of the owner of
each lot or parcel on which an assessment is levied at the time
the assessment is levied.

The Public Hearing will be held in the Council Chambers of the
City of Menlo Park at 7:00 p.m., or as near as possible thereafter,
on Tuesday, the 2nd day of February, 2010, at which time and
place interested persons wishing to express their views on the
City’s participation in the CaliforniaFIRST Program and the financ-
ing of renewable energy, energy efficiency and water efficiency
improvements as described above will be given an opportunity to
do so at the public hearing or may, prior to the time of the hearing,
submit written comments to

If you challenge this matter in court, you may be limited to raise
only those issues you or someone else raised at the Public
Hearing conducted for this project, or in written correspondence
delivered to the City of Menlo Park at, or prior to, the Public
Hearing.

Visit our Web site for City Council, public hearing, agenda, and
staff report information: www.menlopark.org

passionate mother

civic volunteer

loyal friend

extraordinary nwoman, inside and out

PHOTOGRAPHY: LESLIE DOYLE

1131 chestnut street
menlo park

650.322.5524

www.alysgrace.com

CLOTHING: ALYS GRACE

ale

MAKE-UP: AIDA’S Custom CosMETICS HAIR: STUDIO 1258
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H WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

All views must include a home address
and contact phone number. Published
letters will also appear on the web site,
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
POST your views on the
Town Square forum at
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

EMAIL your views to:
letters@almanacnews.com
and note this it is a letter to
the editor in the subject line.

MAIL or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025.

CALL the Viewpoint desk at
854-2690, ext. 222.

Viewpoint

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about

local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

Transparency is not always pretty

few weeks ago we chastised the Atherton Town Council

for intentionally keeping word of a $230,000 settlement

against the town from the public. Some council members
said that was not their intention and agreed to discuss setting a
new policy to deal with such matters.

Well, if their discussion at last week’s planning workshop for
council members is any indication of how the council intends to
address the “transparency” problem, not much will change. The
theme we heard from council member Jim Dobbie was “image,”
and the concern that the public
might possibly see the council
working at cross purposes.

One flashpoint for Mr. Dobbie
was an online survey on town
issues sent out by council member Charles Marsala with good
intentions, but without informing his colleagues.

This did not sit well with Mr. Dobbie, who said “the image
that we want to create with our residents is that the council’s
working as a team. That we appear divided publicly is not good,”
he said.

The dividing line here is obviously that Mr. Dobbie either
didn’t want to know what residents thought about town issues,
or was miffed that Mr. Marsala had the chutzpa to do something
on his own that the council likely would not have approved.

Another indication that transparency is not foremost in the
council’s mind: At the planning session, the proposal to invite a
few residents to serve on a committee to write a public informa-
tion policy was scrapped when the council learned that includ-

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

ing outsiders would force the committee to meet publicly.

Atherton resident Peter Carpenter, a former member of the
Menlo Park Fire Protection District board and a crusader
for more openness in government, did his best to explain the
importance of the Brown Act, the state law that governs how all
government agencies are expected to deal with public informa-
tion. Mr. Carpenter even spent a few minutes reading the pre-
amble to the Brown Act to the council.

“The Brown Act is clear that everything you are doing is the
public’s business, with exceptions for pending litigation and per-
sonnel issues,” he said. “Any attempt to control information is
not going to work. It will lead to distrust.”

And that is the real issue. Until the Atherton council realizes
that 99 percent of the time, citizens have a right to know every-
thing that they know, there will be trouble and infighting in a
town that should be operating harmoniously.

But that harmony should not come from managing the flow
of information, and withholding news that will make the town
look bad. Council members should understand that true harmo-
ny will come when the council can talk candidly in public about
their differences, take a vote and move on. And Mr. Dobbie
should know that the business principle of presenting a unified
front does not apply to the public’s business.

In response to Mr. Dobbie’s contention that the council is mea-
sured by how efficiently it gets things done, Mr. Carpenter said:

“Efficiency is not necessarily the hallmark of democracy. It
may not be efficient, but at least you can see how you're getting
things done.”

LETTERS

Our readers write

Menlo should keep
Ravenswood students

Editor:

As a former teacher and tutor
on the Peninsula, I think that
taking away the opportunity
for mostly low-income students
from Ravenswood to attend
Menlo Park schools would be a
huge, huge mistake as mentioned
in the Dec. 14 story: Menlo Park
schools face unpleasant options.

Instead of being a burden on
the school district, opening
up enrollment would actually
improve the district’s financial
situation as it would enable
Menlo Park to apply for readily
available federal and state fund-
ing for at-risk students through
SES and Race to the Top initia-
tives. I argue that the best use of
those funds is for one-on-one
tutoring. Instead of limiting
opportunity, opening our doors
to other students would cre-
ate a well-balanced, diverse,
and more personalized learning
atmosphere for all.

Seth Linden, president
Tutorpedia, San Francisco

See LETTERS, next page

Our Regional Heritage

This home is the centerpiece of Atherton’s Holbrook-Palmer Park, 22 acres in the center of town donated to
the town by Olive Holbrook Palmer. The original home, known as Elmwood, was built in 1875 and burned down
in 1958, but it was rebuilt and continues to be a popular site for weddings and other events in the park.

Atherton Heritage Association
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VIEWPOINT

(From a speech Mr. Marks
planned to deliver Monday at
a Martin Luther King birthday
celebration.)

By Jym Marks

arly this morning I envi-
Esioned the days and signs

of times, with racial
temperaments still well and
alive in the 21st century, as we
hold the truth that all men are
created equally.

Black Americans are still
living in an institutionalized
state of necessity. It reveals
to us that we need a dream,
perhaps the dream that Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. shared
with us, to become a reality.

This dream necessity is a
stronger reality for the black
male, who is in roots of black
American’s greatest struggle
for survival. The mission of
survival has been a journey of
constant struggle. A struggle
from mama’s breast milk to
absent fathers.

We have had a chorus of
bravery and a hymn of cour-
age. We are from a surviving
culture. The Black American
culture.

We have crossed the sea of
misery, skimmed the waters
from Africa, and talked with
our distant cousins through
pretentious ambitions that
many times have gone unno-

Would Dr. King be proud of his dream?

ticed.

We've seen the eyes of our
skeleton past and the coming
of the light. That light has
illuminated so brightly that it
has lit up over four hundred
years of struggle; however,
the obstacle and pediment has
kept us strong.

Would Dr. King be proud of
his dream?

We elected the first black
president, Barack Obama. We
appointed
the first
Hispan-
ic to the
Supreme
Court.

We can
no longer
conceal
the dis-
gustingly
insane
ambush-
ing, and

GUEST
OPINION

self-destruction, of many of
our young never-to-reach-
their-21st birthday black
males, who are aiding the
new slave master in putting

down the ball and chain
and replacing it with crack
cocaine. Instead of being pro-
grammed for Yale, several may
be programmed for jail. Sadly
and willingly being faithfully
directed back to, forty acres
and a mule. (One problem,
there will be no mules.)

Too many young black men
have guns in their hands and
chips in their pockets. How-
ever, when they are hauled
off to prison the guns will
be removed. Then when they
return to the free world,
cement will be placed around
their feet. They will be weighed
down like hammers, driving
nails in city streets.

The streets will render dark-
ness into a life of success,
because they’re cool on the
outside and messed up on the
inside.

My brothers you're no lon-
ger paralyzed from the dusty
bones of the so-called found-
ing pilgrims of America.

You are paralyzed by self-
destructive behavior. You are
paralyzed from robbing too
many banks of failure. You are
paralyzed if you remain dumb,
numb and uninformed, loaded
down with do-nothingism.

You are pointing at your
wives, pointing at your par-
ents, pointing at those who
try to help. You need to pay
attention to your thumb.

Would Dr. King be proud of
his dream?

Jym Marks is a poet, moti-
vational speaker and barber
who owns and operates a hair
salon, Markstyle, on Willow
Road in Menlo Park.

LETTERS

Continued from previous page

Atherton struggles with
transparency

Editor:

It is impossible for the town of
Atherton and its governing body
to be transparent. Atherton does
not know what the word “trans-
parent” means and how the
application of that word might
assist them in their jobs.

The best of luck to you all in your
editorial push to make a muddy
town called Atherton into a trans-
parent town called Atherton.

Mary Perkins
Karen Way, Atherton

Use rates to ration water
for landscaping

Editor:

Water is a big issue in California
and it will soon be a constant and
possibly tense issue in this state, so
Tagree we need to take this serious-
ly; the question for the Menlo Park
City Council is how to address it
within town jurisdiction. Com-
pared with flatly outlawing what

many people want—alawn larger
than a typical driveway — eco-
nomic incentives to conserve are a
much better idea.

If you look at a residential
PG&E electric bill you will see
the power billed after the first
378 kilowatts gets increasingly
expensive — nearly four-fold at
the top tier, which really gets a
user’s attention. Given that what
the council is considering would
apply to new landscaping in a
town already built out, phasing
in tiered water rates would cap-
ture far more users, and not cre-
ate criminals of future residents
who might feel strongly about
what most neighbors have, or
discouraging owners who want
to and should upgrade an old
irrigation system or replace
highly inefficient hand watering.
(Those who insist on irrigating
huge lawns will meanwhile pay
toward the much needed water
system upgrades.)

The state has mandated action
that will reduce landscape water
use and provided a template that
looks reasonable — and Menlo
should adopt it — but some
council members are trying
to go it one better and make a

statement. If we want to show
leadership on water use, let’s
get the conversation going with
CalWater and the public utili-
ties commission, because tiered
rates can make a much bigger
difference than criminalizing
local landscape projects.
Henry Riggs
Callie Lane, Menlo Park

Will the train take the strain?

Editor:

A report from researchers at
Cal Berkeley points out that all
is not peaches and cream when
looking at high-speed rail vs.
other transportation modes.

The researchers discovered that
while high-speed rail may lower
energy consumption and green-
house-gas emissions per trip, the
current electricity mix in Califor-
nia means that it can create more
sulphur dioxide emissions, lead-
ing to environmental acidifica-
tion and human health issues.

California’s high-speed rail
project has been promoted on
many fronts. Now we can see
that even with fuel savings, there
are other unwanted effects.

Morris Brown

Stone Pine Lane, Menlo Park

A Fabric &
Store

Chair Seats and
Cushions Special

$1/yard

on selected fabrics

650-591-0220 san Carlos

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A Better Choice Since 1§6 .
1064 Cherry Street

@xpress

Get local news updates FREE in your e-mail inbox daily.
Sign up today at TheAlmanacOnline.com

Heartfelt professional care for the elderly

“Assisted living that’s better than home.”

* Private or shared rooms

* 24-hour on-call assistance

« Dementia and Alzheimer’s care

« All meals, snacks, special diets

+ Many special activities and events

- Personal care &ﬁibﬂ %ﬂﬁl’

+ Beautiful new wandering 1616 Gordon Street

paths and vegetable garden Redwood City, CA 94061
Lic # 415600025

650.562.0555

justlike

family

www.justlikefamily.com ¢ Family owned and operated

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 Woodside Road
Woodside, CA 94062

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR
ARCHITECTURAL AND SITE
REVIEW BOARD

The Architectural and Site Review Board (ASRB)
reviews and makes recommendations to the Director
of Planning and Building on residential, site design
and commercial applications.

Meetings are held on the first and third Monday of
each month, 4:30 p.m. Appointment is for a term
expiring in February 2013.

Interested residents may request information and
applications from the Town Clerk’s Office, Monday
through Friday, 8:00 AM-12 noon and 1-5:00 PM,
Woodside Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, by
telephone at (650) 851-6790, or through the Town’s
web site at www.woodsidetown.org. Deadline for
applications is Friday, February 12, 2010, 5:00 p.m.
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GULLIXSON

2009 - 2010 ATHERTON SALES
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SELBY LANE LINDA VISTA AVENUE MIDDLEFIELD ROAD
ATHERTON ATHERTON ATHERTON

Over $160,000,000 in 2009 - 2010
sales volume, representing
32 buyers and sellers.

Representing $1.1 billion in Atherton Sales.

Off-Market Listing, Atherton
Monte Vista Ave, Atherton
Isabella Ave, Atherton
Fairview Ave, Atherton
Stevenson Lane, Atherton
BARRY LANE

Ralston Road, Atherton ISABELLA AVENUE
ATHERTON Camino Al Lago, Atherton

ATHERTON
Barry Lane, Atherton
Barry Lane, Atherton
Ralston Road, Atherton
Catalpa Dr, Atherton
Middlefield Rd, Atherton
Ridge View Dr, Atherton
Fletcher Dr, Atherton
Magnolia Dr, Atherton
Austin Ave, Atherton
Selby Lane, Atheton
Linda Vista, Atherton

Reyna Place, Menlo Park
San Mateo Dr, Menlo Park
Hermosa Way, Menlo Park
BARRY LANE Johnson St, Menlo Park
ATHERTON Hanna Way, Menlo Park
University Ave, #54, Menlo Park
Oakdell Dr, Menlo Park

RIDGE VIEW DRIVE
ATHERTON

Forest Ave, Palo Alto
Everett Ave, #4C, Palo Alto
Palo Alto Ave, #D3, Palo Alto
Bryant St, Palo Alto

Willowbrook Dr, Portola Valley

The Gullixson Team'’s total sales volume
in residential real estate on the
Peninsula is now in excess of

EAIRVIEW AVENUE $1.97 billion dollars.

RALSTON ROAD
ATHERTON

ATHERTON

BRENT GULLIXSON : MARY GULLIXSON
650.543.1194

' 650.543.1175

650.888.4898 Cell L : 650.888.0860 Cell A

bgullixson@apr.com mgullixson@apr.com 4=
IDIRIE Q22218 DRE# 00373961 AI‘LPINEL

REALTORS

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Sq. ft. and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. However, neither
seller nor listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or the purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation.Photography Bernard André
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