
ELEANOR BOUSHEY, a founding force 
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YOU CAN’T HIDE

Officials like to 
dodge public 
scrutiny.
Peter Carpenter 
won’t let them.
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650-566-5353
hcornish@cbnorcal.com

#1 Individual Agent 2008 SF-Peninsula
#8 Individual Agent 2008 Nationally
Ranked One of the Top 50 Agents by 
The Wall Street Journal, 2008

DRE #00912143

NEW PRICE 

This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verfied this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. 



www.matchedcaregivers.com

“There‘s no place like home.”
Redwood City - San Mateo - San Jose
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Tickets: 

Gen Admission $20 

Seniors (60+)    $16 

   

Youth                $ 5 

This ad sponsored  by  

Ginny Kavanaugh and Joe 

Kavanaugh of Coldwell 

Banker, Portola Valley. 

Visit them at 

www.kavanaugh.com 
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A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Connoisseur Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City   

(650) 369-5250   9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 

espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

Celia’s Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino, Palo Alto   (650) 843-0643

1850 El Camino, Menlo Park   (650) 321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

Full Bar - Happy Hour Specials; Catering

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View   

(650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla. 

Open daily for lunch and dinner.

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Coffee & Tea
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Classified ads: 854-0858
Newsroom: 854-2690
Newsroom fax: 854-0677
Advertising: 854-2626
Advertising fax: 854-3650

■  E-mail news, information, obituaries 
and photos (with captions) to: 
editor@AlmanacNews.com

■  E-mail letters to the editor to: 
letters@AlmanacNews.com

THE ALMANAC (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370) 
is published every Wednesday by Embarcadero Media, 
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
6558. Periodicals Postage Paid at Menlo Park, CA and 
at additional mailing offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of 
general circulation for San Mateo County, The Almanac is 
delivered free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola 
Valley and Woodside. Subscriptions for $60 per year or 
$100 per 2 years are welcome. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to the Almanac, 3525 Alameda de las 
Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-6558. Copyright ©2010 
by Embarcadero Media, All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

The Almanac Editorial offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025. 

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 

94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.
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UPFRONT

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

At St. Raymond School in Menlo Park, Kathy Cronin’s second-grade class take their turn to donate to a fund for 
Haiti relief. Sister Suzanne Lasseigne is off to Haiti and is bringing $500 raised by St. Raymond students. Among 
the big contributors: fourth-grader Emma Connors, who stood outside Draeger’s for 90 minutes and raised $137.

Nun will deliver money to Haiti
By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

F
or some, the 
recent earthquake 
that devastated 

Haiti provided a rea-
son to travel there, or 
send money. For Sister 
Suzanne Lasseigne, it 
was, briefly, a reason to 
reconsider.
 Sister Lasseigne had 
purchased her ticket 
before the earthquake struck near the capital city 
of Port-au-Prince on Jan. 12, she said. Though she 
initially revisited her decision to go after the earth-
quake, her hesitation did not last long. She left on 
Friday, Jan. 22, and will deliver over $500 raised by 
students at Menlo Park’s St. Raymond School, which 
the order will put toward helping in the relief effort.
 A member of the Religious of the Sacred Heart 
order, she was approached by her congregation on 
Jan. 3, and asked if she would travel to Haiti to assist 
two nuns based in Port-au-Prince who were teach-
ing children how to read and write.
 “For about 12 hours (after she heard the news 
of the earthquake), I was thinking, should I 
go? Then I thought, this is when the need is the 
greatest. They need me even more now. People 
were asking me about it, and I knew I couldn’t 
just say, ‘No, I’m not going.’”
 Originally, she had planned to assist the nuns for 
about two months, filling in for a third nun who is 
taking a trip to the United States for medical treat-
ment. Now, she said she is less certain of what her 
charge will be, and is prepared to help in whatever 

way is needed. 
 Sister Lasseigne had 
been contemplating doing 
missionary work abroad 
for some time, but until 
recently, the opportunity 
hadn’t presented itself.
 “I have never been on 
a missionary trip outside 
the country, and I’m 64 
years old, so it’s getting 
kind of late,” she said. Haiti 
appealed to her because of 

the poverty, though strangely enough, her decision to 
go was also influenced by an article she read about the 
fact that Haitians compost human waste. A “master 
composter” herself, Sister Lasseigne wanted to learn 
about the practice, designed to replace topsoil that 
had been stripped from the land after intense logging.
 “I began putting all these pieces together, and I 
started thinking, maybe this is the Spirit going in 
this direction,” she said.
 Sister Lasseigne stocked up on camping sup-
plies — she’ll be sleeping under the stars with the 
other nuns outside Port-au-Prince, as the building 
the order was using collapsed in the quake — and 
is bringing plenty of medical supplies, such as ban-
dages, iodine and creams, she said.
 The trip will provide a break from her social work 
assisting infirm seniors. She spends most of her time 
helping them with Medicare paperwork, she said.
 “I’m very hopeful. I’m looking forward to this,” 
she said. “This will be an adventure for me, and I’ll 
help people, hopefully.
 “What’s life for if it’s not worth enjoying? You take 
a few risks, and you just go.” A

Sister Suzanne 
Lasseigne had 

purchased her ticket to 
fly to Haiti before the 

earthquake struck.

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac
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3015 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511 
4420 Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851-1711

Open 6:30AM - 8PM

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

GROCERY
On Sale

PRODUCE
Fresh

DELI

Sale Dates:  Jan. 27, 28, 29, 30 www.robertsmarket.com

TWININGS EARL GREY TEA 
20 count – Also English Breakfast - Darjeeling  

$269

TOTAL RAISIN BRAN 
18oz. – Also 10oz. Whole Grain 

$269

MICHAEL ANGELO’S LASAGNA WITH SAUSAGE 
12oz. – Also Egg Plant Parmesan 

$249

BETTY CROCKER SUPREME FUDGE BROWNIE MIX $199
VIVA BIG ROLL PAPER TOWELS
Single Roll 

$199

MEAT
Robert’s Homemade!

JUMBO PRAWN
 (8-10 COUNT)  

$ 1498
lb.

ROBERTS HARDWARE & TACK
3044 Woodside Road • 851-1084

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6:00, Sat. 8:00-6:00, Sun. 9:00-5:00

Sweet

RED BELL PEPPERS 
Delicious Roasted, 

PARSNIPS, TURNIPS, RUTABAGAS 99¢
lb

Large 

FUJI APPLES 
$149 lb

Sweet

HONEY TANGERINES 
$129 lb

$129
WINE

SWORDFISH 
$1598

 lb

RIB STEAK 
$898

 lb

VEAL OSSO BUCCO 
$598

 lb

ALL Kitchenware

Excluding Appliances Limited to Stock on Hand

20%
OFF

CLOVER ORGANIC 
LOWFAT YOGURT
6oz.

Recent Finds
We are always on the hunt for 

superior quality wines at affordable 
prices.  The following wines 

represent the best new acquisitions.

2009 Apaltagua Chardonnay 
Reserva, Chile Sale $9.99
2009 Apaltagua Pinot Noir, Chile – 
This is a spicy, lively, juicy 
Pinot that’s refreshing. Sale $9.99
2008 Front Row Chardonnay, 
Napa Valley – A premium 
no-oak Chard that’s both 
flavorful and crisp. Sale $15.99
2008 Sherwood Estate Pinot Noir, 
Marlborough NZ – 91 pts – Wine Advocate! 
A fragrant, poised, balance 
Pinot. Great Value! Sale $16.99
2007 Santa Cruz Mtns. Vnyd Grenache, 
Mendocino – A perennial favorite, 
but this ‘07’ is truly special.  
Don’t miss! Sale $16.99
2006 Big Vine Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Napa Valley – A true “reserve” 
quality Napa Cab at 
a bargain price! Sale $17.99

The above wines assort for a 10% discount 
on 6, or more, bottles.

lb

Baked Ham, Cheddar and Swiss 

Cheese, Tomatoes on Pullman White 

Bread Grilled on our Panini Press

goes great with our own

$7.00 lb.

Creamy Tomato Basil Soup

The perfect comfort food!!

$4.59 lb.

79¢

Old Fashioned Grilled
Ham and Cheese

10% Wine 
Discount 

on 6 Bottles
Effective immediately, Roberts is offering 

a 10% discount on the purchase of 6, or 

more, bottles of regularly priced wines. 

Red tag sale prices excluded. 



M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y

Retired – but not retreating

By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

F
or nearly nine years, Peter 
Carpenter immersed himself 
in local fire prevention issues 

as a member of the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District board. 
Now that he’s retired from that 
position, his mission, it appears, is 
to set a few fires.
 Set fires — as in lighting a fire 
in the bellies of younger residents 
who, he believes, are urgently 
needed on public boards and 
city councils. As in setting a fire 
under the sometimes sluggish 
posteriors of public officials to get 
them to act on urgent needs such 
as disaster preparedness. And, 
as in sparking public debates on 
important local issues, prompting 
people to become more engaged 
in their government. 
 Mr. Carpenter, 69, stepped down 
from the fire board last month 
with no intention of ending his 
work as a disaster preparedness 
advocate or, as Atherton residents 
may have noticed during the last 
few months, a crusader for open 
government.

 An Atherton resident since 
1982, he was highly critical of 
town officials for failing to inform 
the public of a recent $230,000 
settlement of a sexual harassment 
and disability discrimination law-
suit filed by former police officer 
Pilar Ortiz-Buckley.
 He also publicly criticized City 
Manager Jerry Gruber for the 
behind-closed-doors appointment 
of a new police chief, without 
advertising the position or holding 
a competitive selection process.
 Councilman Jerry Carlson, who 
was mayor at the time the police 
chief was appointed, said he dis-
cussed the matter with Mr. Car-
penter and explained that doing 
another extensive public outreach 
and competitive search for a 
police chief when one was done 
just a year earlier was deemed 
expensive and unnecessary.
 He said that Mr. Carpenter 
agreed with him that the city man-
ager’s action — to hire the depart-
ment’s second-in-command, Mike 
Guerra — was the right decision. 
But, Mr. Carlson added, he agreed 
with Mr. Carpenter that the pro-

cess wasn’t communicated well to 
the residents.
 Councilman Charles Marsala 
said he’s struggled to bring cer-
tain issues to light for years, and 
he sees Mr. Carpenter as an ally 
in his efforts to get the council 
to discuss controversial topics in 
open session. 
 “I think he’s pushed us to 
be more public in some of our 
debates,” Mr. Marsala said. “I 
think he’s going to help us let 
those differing views out there 
and push for freedom of speech. 
I see that as a good thing.”
 Mr. Carpenter spoke out for 
the public’s right to know during 
a Jan. 11 council workshop, dur-
ing which the council, smarting 
from criticism over the town’s 
lack of transparency, debated 
the question.
 The council decided to create 
an ad hoc subcommittee to come 
up with a policy on public infor-
mation and council communica-
tions. It appointed Mr. Carlson 
and Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Lewis, and next month will offi-
cially vote on forming what it is 
calling the Town Communica-
tions Committee. The council 
appears to be leaning toward 
allowing public members, which 

would make the meetings open 
to the public and subject to the 
state’s open meeting law, the 
Brown Act — a law close to Mr. 
Carpenter’s heart.

In his blood
 As a public official, Mr. Car-
penter has held an uncommon 
position in the traditional tug-of-

war between government and the 
public over access to information 
pertaining to the public’s business. 
He’s been on the side of the public, 
a position with deep roots.
 “While other kids were talking 
baseball at the dinner table, in my 
family, the discussions were about 
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As a public official, 
Peter Carpenter has 
held an uncommon 
position in the 
traditional tug-of-war 
between government 
and the public over 
access to information 
pertaining to the 
public’s business. He’s 
been on the side of the 
public, a position with 
deep roots.

Atherton council may open
info committee to public
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

W
ill the public be allowed 
to attend meetings 
about improving the 

town of Atherton’s communica-
tion with the public? Possibly.
 In a second reversal on the 
topic, the Atherton City Council 
at its Jan. 20 meeting indicated 
it would likely create a new com-
mittee with resident members 
and make its meetings open to the 
public and subject to the Brown 
Act, the state’s open meeting law. 
 At the meeting, Mayor Kathy 
McKeithen proposed the cre-
ation of a Town Communica-
tions Committee to write a town 
policy on public information 
and work on improving com-
munication with residents. The 
council unanimously agreed to 
put it on the agenda of its next 
meeting on Feb. 17.
 The formation of the commit-
tee comes in the wake of criticism 
about the behind-closed-doors 
appointment of the new police 

chief and lack of disclosure about 
a $230,000 sexual-harassment 
lawsuit settlement with a former 
police officer. Mike Guerra, 
the police department’s second-
in-command, was appointed 
without the national search and 
public input process that went 
into hiring his predecessor, Chief 
Glen Nielsen. 
 At a Jan. 11 study session, the 
council initially agreed to create 
a committee made up of coun-
cil members and residents to 
improve the town’s openness and 
transparency. Upon learning that 
including residents would trigger 
the Brown Act, requiring public 
meetings with posted agen-
das, the council reversed itself 
and said membership would be 
restricted to two council mem-
bers and no residents.
 “The Almanac chastised us 
pretty hard on this,” said Coun-
cilman Charles Marsala, refer-
ring to a recent editorial. He said 
he was in favor of Ms. McKei-
then’s proposal. A

See CARPENTER, page 8

City may help fund new Hillview field
By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

W
ith land for new play-
ing fields scarce and 
demand showing no 

sign of slowing, Menlo Park may 
share the cost of a new synthetic 
field at the renovated Hillview 
Middle School, in exchange for 
use of the field.
 City management is recom-
mending that the city put $500,000 
toward the field, provided the city 
and the Menlo Park City School 
District can come to terms on 
details such as fees, scheduling, 
maintenance, and design. 
 The City Council could 
authorize negotiations with the 
school district at its meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 26. The meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m. in the coun-
cil chambers, located between 
Laurel and Alma streets in the 
Civic Center complex.
 The city and school district 
share use of the existing Hillview 
field. Demolition of that field and 
construction of the new campus 
is scheduled to begin this spring.

 The money would come out 
of the city’s recreation-in-lieu 
fund, which developers pay 
into in order to mitigate the 
effects of development, accord-
ing to city staff.

Council to honor
community activist
 Menlo Park Mayor Rich Cline 
will read a proclamation honor-
ing community activist Eliza-
beth Lasensky at the City Coun-
cil meeting Tuesday, Jan. 26.
 Among other things, the 
proclamation recognizes Ms. 
Lasensky’s involvement in the 
campaign to preserve Bedwell 
Bayfront Park, her advocacy of 
the city’s need for rental housing, 
her involvement with an envi-
ronmental group, her service on 
the Housing Commission, and 
her frequent letters to the editor.
 Ms. Lasensky recently moved 
to San Carlos, forced out of 
Menlo Park by a big rent 

increase. The idea to honor 
her came out of conversations 
between Mr. Cline and Coun-
cilman Heyward Robinson.
 “We felt that, she’s been on 
the Housing Commission, she’s 
been a great volunteer, so the 
honorable thing to do would be 
to recognize her as she moves on 
to another city, and to encourage 
more volunteers to step up and 
try to fill her shoes,” Mr. Cline 
said in an interview. “I hope it’s 
not controversial. There’s some 
subjectivity to this, and you’ve 
got to be sensitive about that.”

Menlo Park residence
wins green award
 A Menlo Park home will been 
recognized by Sustainable San 
Mateo County for its use of envi-
ronmentally friendly construc-
tion methods in a renovation.
 Homeowners Cathy Ricke and 
Bruce Schena expanded and 
modernized their 1939 cottage 
using a variety of “green” meth-

  ■ MENLO WATCH

See MENLO WATCH, page 8
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Peter Carpenter pushes for transparency, 
broader public participation in government
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Perinatal  
Diagnostic  

Center

Center for  
Fetal Health

Packard  
Children’s  
Hospital

Stanford  
School of  
Medicine

Obstetric  
Anesthesia

TOGETHER
WHAT DREW US HERE AS DOCTORS, DRAWS US  
BACK AS PATIENTS. 

www.lpch.org

Obstetricians Karen Shin and Mary Parman spend their days caring for  
pregnant patients and delivering babies. Now that each doctor is pregnant 
with her first child, the choice of where to deliver is clear: right here where 
they deliver their patients’ babies, at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital.  
“At Packard, every specialist you could ever need is available within minutes, 
around the clock. When you’ve seen how successfully the physicians, staff  
and nurses work, especially in unpredictable situations, you instinctively  
want that level of care for you and your baby.”

To learn more about the services we provide to expectant mothers and  

babies, visit lpch.org



 Eleanor Hutson Lloyd, a 35-year 
Portola Valley resident and former 
Redwood City travel agent, liked to 
travel herself, preferably with her 
husband Arthur and preferably on 
the water or on the rails.
 Ms. Lloyd, who fought a long 
battle against Alzheimer’s disease 
and emphysema, died in Palo Alto 
on Jan. 11, her husband said. She 
was 81.
 The couple visited South Amer-
ica five times and crossed the 
Andes Mountains seven times on 
high-altitude trains, including in 
Chile and Bolivia, said Mr. Lloyd, 
a railroad historian and a member 
of the Caltrain governing board.
 To get to Hawaii in 1958, the 
Lloyds berthed on the SS Matso-
nia, a passenger steamship with a 
regular route between San Fran-
cisco and Honolulu, Mr. Lloyd 

said. They traveled to Australia in 
the same way.
 “She loved to travel,” Mr. Lloyd 
said, adding that she worked as a 
travel agent for 20 years.
 A preference for ships may have 
come naturally for the Philadel-
phia native. Her father was Capt. 
Albert Hutson, who commanded 
the destroyer tender USS Dixie 
during World War II. She and Mr. 
Lloyd were married on the Dixie in 
San Diego harbor in 1946.
 The couple met, Mr. Lloyd said, 
as lab partners in a zoology class 
at the University of California, 
Berkeley, where both were in 
the pre-med program. Mr. Lloyd 
later changed his mind about med 
school and pursued a career in 

business.
 Her initiative was instrumental 
in the couple getting together. “Mr. 
Lloyd, would you like to come to 
my sorority dance?” Mr. Lloyd 
recalled her saying at one point. 
“It took me about half a second 
to reply,” he added. “We’ve been 
married 63 years.”
 She became a “wonderful wife” 
and mother for their three chil-
dren, he said.
 Ms. Lloyd is also survived by 
daughters Lynne Rosenberg of La 
Honda and M-A English teacher 
Liane Strub of Redwood City; son 
Lawrence Lloyd of Chico; seven 
grandchildren; and seven great- 
grandchildren.
 Memorial services have been 
held. Donations in Ms. Lloyd’s 
name may be made to a charity of 
one’s choice.

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

E
leanor Boushey, a member of Portola Valley’s 
first Town Council, and a force in environ-
mental protection, died Friday, Jan. 22, at The 

Sequoias retirement community, where she was a 
resident for 26 years. She was 97.
 Ms. Boushey was the “town mother” and set a 
precedent, Nancy Lund, the town historian, told 
The Almanac. “There’s been a very, very small num-
ber of years when we have 
not had a woman on the 
council,” Ms. Lund said.
 A memorial service 
is set for 3 p.m. Sun-
day, March 7, at Christ 
Episcopal Church at 815 
Portola Road in Portola 
Valley.
 Ms. Boushey’s involve-
ment with Portola Val-
ley government began 
when she became sec-
retary for the advisory 
group that organized the town’s 1964 incor-
poration, according to an Almanac story from 
February 1977.
 In setting up its first council, town leaders asked 
Homer Boushey, Eleanor’s husband, to run for 
a seat, according to the story. He declined, she 
stepped up and won the seat and went on to serve 
14 years, retiring in 1978.
 She was once re-elected with a 97 percent 
majority, relatives said.
 Her gender did present “some problems” on the 
council initially — she did not elaborate — but as 
she took a tougher line, the problems faded, Ms. 
Boushey told The Almanac in 1977.
 “I think every city council should have at least one 
woman member,” she said. “We see things a little 
differently, from a different point of view.”
 As a champion for the environment, she 
worked to designate Skyline Boulevard as a sce-
nic highway, which happened in 1968, relatives 
said. Governors Pat Brown and Ronald Reagan 
appointed her to scenic highway advisory com-
mittees, relatives said.

 She was an early member of the Committee for 
Green Foothills and an advocate for social justice, 
women’s rights and nuclear disarmament. She once 
traveled to the Soviet Union with her husband as an 
“ambassador for peace,” relatives said.
 Eleanor Sprott Boyd was born in Los Angeles in 
1912 and grew up in the mining town of Ray, Ari-
zona, where she loved exploring the surrounding 
hills, relatives said.
 After the family moved to Hillsborough in 1927, 

she enrolled at Stanford 
University and was elected 
to Phi Beta Kappa. She was 
“a disciplined student,” 
relatives said.
 She had two children 
in her first marriage to 
Guy Kimball Dyer. A 
widow, in 1941 she mar-
ried Mr. Boushey, a for-
mer Stanford classmate 
and an officer in the 
Army Air Corps, and 
later the U.S. Air Force. 

The couple had three children while living the 
itinerant military life.
 She was always active in the Episcopal church 
wherever she lived, and involved herself with her 
children in Cub and Boy scouts, and Brownies 
and Girl Scouts, relatives said.
 In a letter to The Almanac upon her retirement 
from the council, she summed up her thoughts. 
“A town without places or reasons for people to 
come together, a town where people only sleep 
and spend all their real lives outside (the town) is 
a town without a soul,” she said. “People need to 
have a feeling of belonging.”
 Ms. Boushey is survived by her younger broth-
er, Robert Mitchell Boyd of San Rafael; sons Boyd 
Kimball Dyer of Santa Rosa, and Homer Astley 
Boushey Jr. of San Francisco; daughters Helen 
Boushey and Annette Boushey Holland of North-
ern California; and 15 grandchildren, 13 great-
grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild.
 Donations in her memory may be made to 
Oxfam America or to Save-the-Redwoods 
League. A
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For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me at gdarke@apr.
com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a freemarket analysis of your property.

Competitive Pricing

Dear Gloria, I am going to be putting 
my house on the market in 3 weeks. I 
have called in three different realtors 
from three companies and have gotten 
such a difference in opinion as to what 
the price should be that I am very 
confused. Of course, the temptation is 
to go with the one who believes in the 
highest price but I have heard that this 
can be a mistake. How do I make a 
decision as to pricing?

- Gracie W.
 

Dear Gracie W, You didn't say 
where you are from but I will say in 
the geographic area in which we work, 
it isn't that difficult to price a home. 
There are usually comparable sales 
in the neighborhood and if they aren't 
as recent as we would like we can 
make adjustments accordingly. The 
computer even does a price per square 
foot analysis for us now. While that is 
a bit too objective, it is often not far off 
and coupled with the subjectivity of a 
realtor’s eye and experience it should be 
close to right on.

Perhaps some of what you are seeing 
has to do with the downward pressure 
on pricing that some segments of the 
market are experiencing. The challenges 
associated with even well qualified 
buyers obtaining loans has resulted in 
fewer people vying for the same property.

Another possibility is that you may 
be inviting one or two agents who are 
fairly new to the real estate industry and 
have never experienced a market where 
a property is on for much more than a 
week. We have been in a situation where 
you could NOT under-price a property. 
The market would carry it up to market 
value and above. If we are not already 
there, we are heading for a market where 
accurate pricing is going to be more 
important than ever in order for you to 
realize a sale in a relatively short period 
of time and for the highest possible price. 
I suggest you sit down with the agent 
with whom you have the best rapport, 
has the best references and the most 
experience. Then sharpen your pencil and 
come up with the most competitive price 
with which you are willing to sell.

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Gloria Darke

880 Santa Cruz Ave
Menlo Park

(at University Drive)

(650) 329-8888

226 Redwood 
Shores Pkwy

Redwood Shores
(Next to Pacific  
Athletic Club)

(650) 654-3333

“THE BEST 
PIZZA WEST  

OF NEW YORK”
—Ralph Barbieri  

KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

2008

2 0 0 9

BEST OF

Eleanor Boushey, a founding 
force in Portola Valley, dies at 97

‘A town without 
places or reasons 

for people to 
come together ...  
is a town without 

a soul.’
ELEANOR BOUSHEY

Eleanor Hutson Lloyd: Fan of trains and ships
 OBITUARY
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Not retreating

democracy and politics and lead-
ership,” he says. And, he adds, “I 
learned a lot from my uncle, Bud 
Carpenter.”
 The elder Carpenter was legal 
counsel for the League of Cali-
fornia Cities in the early 1950s, 
when a San Francisco Chronicle 
reporter wrote a multiple-part 
series titled “Your Secret Gov-
ernment.” The series sparked a 
push for a state law that would 
require elected officials to do the 
public’s business in public, with 
a few exceptions.
 “Uncle Bud” was a key player 
in drafting the bill and persuad-
ing state Assemblyman Ralph M. 
Brown to carry it, Mr. Carpenter 
says. Today it is known as the 
Brown Act.
 As a member of the fire board, 
Mr. Carpenter kept a watchful 
eye on Brown Act compliance, 
and pushed for improving the fire 
district’s transparency by posting 
documents — from employee 
salaries and contracts to budgets 
and staff reports — on the dis-
trict’s Web site.
 “I’m very proud of ... the tremen-
dous increase in transparency,” 
he responds when asked what he 
regards as his biggest accomplish-
ments as a board member.

Fire district service
 Mr. Carpenter says he’s also 
proud of his role in pushing the 
district’s cities to adopt residen-
tial fire sprinkler ordinances, 
noting that Atherton and East 
Palo Alto have “really good 

ordinances” in place now. He 
places Menlo Park’s failure to 
endorse an ordinance on his list 
of disappointments.
 Other accomplishments, he says, 
include helping to keep the fire 
district on a stable financial foot-
ing, sounding the alarm on the 
projected decline in the district’s 
revenue projections over the last 
two years, and highlighting “the 
long-term adverse implications 
of current firefighter salary and 
retirement benefits.”
 His biggest disappointment, he 
says, “is the fact that (the board 
has) such a poor relationship with 
the union leadership.
 “Every individual firefighter — I 
have tremendous respect for. They 
are superb. ... But labor relations 
are my biggest disappointment.”
 The district and firefighters, who 
have worked without a contract 
since June 2008, remain at impasse 
in contract talks, and there has 
been much finger-pointing and 
charges of bad faith on both sides.
 He lists as a “failure” during his 
tenure his 2003 vote for an increase 
in firefighters’ retirement benefits.

Current efforts
 Since leaving the fire board, 
Mr. Carpenter has assumed the 
presidency of the Atherton Civic 
Interest League (ACIL). He also 
continues key involvement in 
a citizens’ disaster preparedness 
committee, which has its roots in 
a successful citizen effort, aided 
by Board Member Carpenter, to 
make the Walsh Road neighbor-
hood safer in the event of a fire or 
other disaster.
 “With my ACIL hat on and my 

disaster preparedness hat on, I will 
try to get more people involved in 
community service,” he says. The 
ACIL is currently trying “to iden-
tify more young people who will 
become involved.”
 As a fire board member, Mr. 
Carpenter prodded residents 
to be more involved with and 
informed about the fire district, 
which serves Menlo Park, Ather-
ton, East Palo Alto and nearby 
unincorporated areas.
 During election season, he 
worked to stir up interest among 
community members to run for a 
board seat, even when incumbents 
were running for re-election.
 “You can’t sit and complain 

if you’re not willing to take 
action,” he says.
 Mr. Marsala, the Atherton coun-
cilman, says Mr. Carpenter’s posi-
tion as ACIL president will lend 
credibility to his efforts to make 
the town more transparent.
 “Peter is going to be good. We 
clearly need to listen to the dif-
ferent views of residents. The 
concept that we can be benevolent 

dictators, and the council knows 
what’s best for the town, that 
doesn’t work anymore.”
 When Mr. Carpenter is asked if 
he will apply for membership on 
Atherton’s Town Communica-
tions Committee, his response is 
short — and no surprise. “Yes.”  A

Staff writer Andrea Gemmet con-
tributed to this story.
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We never forget it’s your home.®

Your Forever Home
Universal Design + Remodeling

Saturday, January 30th
10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Palo Alto Adult School
50 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto
To register:  650.329.3752 or www.paadultschool.org

$35.00 pp / $5.00 instructor fee

For homeowners interested in learning more about 
how to approach a remodel focusing on Universal 
Design, this interactive workshop taught by Iris 
Harrell promises to be informative and fun!  Upfront 
planning will ensure a successful project and the 
transformation of your house to Your Forever Home.

Monthly Workshop Series by Harrell Remodeling

n  Learn about accessible design + remodeling  and 
planning for your home’s future

n  Design guidelines, storage, trends and technology
n  Beautiful or functional  - why not both? 
n  Choices in appliances, cabinets, counters and lighting

2

ods. They used “cool” roofing, 
natural lighting and ventilation 
techniques, recycled and non-toxic 
materials, among other environ-
mentally sound measures, accord-
ing to the city of Menlo Park.
 The homeowners, along with 
architect Ana Williamson and 
Drew Maran Construction, will 
receive one of three green build-
ing awards at a dinner and ban-
quet March 11.

Three spots open on
Planning Commission
 Three spots on Menlo Park’s 
seven-member Planning Com-
mission are up for appointment 
for four-year terms, which would 
begin May 1. Applications are due 
by Friday, April 2.
 The commission considers use 
permits and variances, and makes 

recommendations to the City 
Council on whether or not to 
rezone properties. It is the only one 
of the city’s commissions with the 
authority to make final decisions, 
except for a small number of mat-
ters such as rezoning.
 Two commissioners, Melody Pag-
ee and Henry Riggs, have reached 
the two-term limit. Commission 
Chair Jack O’Malley, appointed by 
the previous council majority, told 
The Almanac he plans to apply for 
another four-year term.
 The commission meets twice a 
month on Mondays at 7 p.m. The 
council makes all appointments.
 Go to tinyurl.com/CommApp 
to download an application, or 
pick one up at the city admin-
istration building in the Civic 
Center complex, between Laurel 
and Alma streets. For more infor-
mation, contact City Clerk Mar-
garet Roberts at MSRoberts@
menlopark.org or 330-6620.

County holding seminars for candidates
 Potential candidates for any 
office that will be decided in the 
June 8 Gubernatorial Primary 
can attend one of two seminars, 
hosted by San Mateo County.
 The first seminar will run 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon on 
Thursday, Jan. 28. The second 
will run from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

on Friday, Feb. 18. Both will 
be held in the county elections 
office at 40 Tower Road in San 
Mateo.
 For more information, call the 
office of Chief Elections Officer 
Warren Slocum at 363-4988, or 
e-mail Mr. Slocum at wslocum@
smcare.org.

CARPENTER
continued from page 5

MENLO WATCH 
continued from page 5

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Splish splash
Caltrain maintenance worker Alberto Cortez directs overflowing water out of a parking lot at the Menlo 
Park train station on Wednesday, Jan. 20, during a week of heavy storms. 
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Do Cargill accusations of ‘backroom deal’ hold water?
By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

S
hould local residents be concerned 
about claims by food processing 
giant Cargill/DMB that a Menlo 

Park official was involved in “backroom 
dealings” surrounding Cargill’s proposal 
to build a mini-city on the Bay? Or is Car-
gill merely trying to tar project opponents 
and avoid scrutiny of the project, as some 
local activists suggest?
 Over the weekend, Cargill spokesman 
Pete Hillan provided The Almanac with 
a 2-inch-thick stack of e-mail corre-
spondence between Councilman Andy 
Cohen, Councilwoman Kelly Fergusson, 
and Stephen Knight, political director of 
the environmental group Save the Bay. 
The e-mails were obtained and given 
to Cargill by an unidentified Redwood 
City resident through a public records 
act request, Mr. Hillan said. The resident 
who filed the request is not affiliated 
with Cargill, to the best of his knowledge, 
Mr. Hillan said.
 Mostly, the e-mails show the council 
members discussing the project and 
working out the details of a draft resolu-
tion opposing any development on the 
Cargill site.
 Mr. Hillan focused his attention on 
one e-mail in particular that Mr. Cohen 
sent to Mr. Knight on June 9, 2009. That 
e-mail reads:
 “just met with paul Collacchi and 

talked about a regional approach to hous-
ing cooperating with Redwood City to 
provide some higher density in our El 
Camino Real visioning process along El 
Camino in exchange for Cargill project 
going away — you’d have to work this 
out in greater detail with paul, but it’s 
consistent with my earlier stand.”
 “He’s suggesting something of value 
to Redwood City in exchange for Cargill 
going away,” Mr. Hillan said. “This is 
evidence of a backroom deal that was not 
done in a public way.”
 Mr. Cohen said he was simply men-
tioning an idea. He said he didn’t try to 
construct any kind of deal with fellow 
council members or with Redwood City, 
which has jurisdiction over the Cargill 
property.
 “I did not, certainly, speak for anyone 
other than myself, and there was never a 
dialogue about it with Kelly (Fergusson) 
that I recall,” he said. “I think they’ve 
not really produced anything — I’m 
certainly not intimidated. I was always 
willing to be open and transparent about 
my thinking on this, and I continue to 
feel that way.”
 Brielle Johnck, a Menlo Park resident 
who had urged Mr. Cohen and Ms. 
Fergusson to bring the resolution to 
the council, accused Cargill of running 
interference.
 “Cargill wants to distract Peninsula 
residents who are concerned about pav-
ing the Bay, and it also wants to give the 

impression that council members from cit-
ies who will be adversely impacted by Car-
gill’s massive development are conducting 
secret campaigns against the project,” Ms. 
Johnck wrote in an e-mail to The Almanac. 
“Cargill is running scared. The Peninsula 
cities are waking up and realizing that a 
new city of nearly 25,000 residents will be 
a disaster for the region.”
 Mr. Collacchi, a Menlo Park coun-
cil member from 1996 through 2004, 
described the policy he discussed with 
Mr. Cohen as one he has advocated for 
years. Through a complicated arrange-
ment, nearby cities would agree to allow 
for denser development in exchange for 
keeping the Bay undeveloped, with some of 
the proceeds going to Cargill. That would 
“give Menlo Park a more constructive way 
to participate than simply opposing,” Mr. 
Collacchi said. “Cargill political operatives 
seized upon the words ‘going away’ to mis-
represent and impugn” the good intentions 
of Mr. Cohen and Mr. Knight.
 Menlo Park Councilman John Boyle, 
who in October voted against placing the 
resolution on Menlo Park’s agenda, said 
he wouldn’t want to rush to the conclu-
sion that Mr. Cohen had done something 
wrong.
 “I don’t have a strong opinion, but I do 
hope that at some point, (his idea) gets 
discussed in a public meeting,” Mr. Boyle 
said. “I welcome any creative ideas on how 
to address (the project), and that’s great if 
people have out-of-the-box thoughts.”

 Mr. Hillan, the Cargill spokesman, 
criticized Save the Bay’s involvement in 
drafting the resolution, saying the group 
should lobby Redwood City directly. Mr. 
Cohen, Ms. Fergusson and Mr. Knight 
want to “give us a real fair trial before 
they hang us,” he said, arguing that the 
city of Menlo Park should restrict its 
comments on the project to those solic-
ited through the state’s environmental 
review process.
 “There are rules in place as to how it 
will be reviewed, it’s a very public pro-
cess,” Mr. Hillan said. “Why would you 
try and stop something before the public 
has an opportunity to vet it?”
 “I think that they are getting desperate,” 
Mr. Knight said, adding that you don’t 
need an environmental impact report to 
know what the project would do to the 
Bay. “Cargill is getting desperate, and 
there is nothing out of the ordinary or 
secret about the fact that Save the Bay, 
for 50 years, has been working with cities 
around the San Francisco Bay Area to pro-
tect the Bay from exactly this sort of thing. 
... The era of filling the Bay is over.”
 Menlo Park has delayed its vote on 
the resolution until after Redwood City 
holds a study session on Cargill’s pro-
posal, scheduled for early February.
 “I think it’s really important, as a 
neighboring city, to give them a chance 
to discuss this in a public session” before 
Menlo Park takes up the resolution, 
Mayor Rich Cline said. A

Duboc says pension initiative is a go
 Details were not immediately 
forthcoming, but former Menlo 
Park council member Lee Duboc 
says “a group of residents” will 
launch a drive for a ballot ini-
tiative, aimed at scaling back 
pension benefits for Menlo Park 
employees.
 “We’re just dotting our i’s and 
crossing our t’s,” Ms. Duboc said. 
“We have to keep it close to the 
vest right now, but we’re planning 
a big roll-out.”
 Ms. Duboc would not say which 
residents would be involved, or 
how much money she has raised 
for the effort. She had originally 
proposed the idea in a Jan. 11 

e-mail to supporters.
 Menlo Park Mayor Rich Cline 
said he didn’t have an immediate 
reaction to the news, adding that 
he wanted to talk to Ms. Duboc to 
better understand her plans.
 Councilman John Boyle, who 
ran on a slate with Ms. Duboc 
in the 2006 election, also said he 
hadn’t formed an opinion as to 
how the city should respond, but 
that the effort is consistent with 
what the city is trying to do.
 “I think it’s noteworthy that 
there’s a pretty strong sentiment 
amongst residents to more aggres-
sively pursue pension reform,” he 
said.

City employee union opens door on negotiations
By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

S
ervice Employees International, the 
union that represents 152 Menlo Park 
employee positions, has publicly detailed 

its negotiations with the city in a post on its 
Web site.
 The union, which has been without a con-
tract since late October 2009, provided a sum-
mary of negotiations with Menlo Park in a 
document dated Jan. 21, apparently addressed 
to its Menlo Park employees. It asked its 
members to come to the City Council meet-
ing Tuesday, Jan. 26, to “let (the city) know 
that we want to help but do not want to begin 
eroding our benefits and our Union rights.”
 Facing falling revenues and rising costs, the 
city is working to close what it calls a struc-
tural budget deficit. The negotiations come 
amidst higher-than-usual interest from some 
residents in the topic of employee pay, with 
former council member Lee Duboc planning 
a voter initiative aimed at scaling back pen-
sion costs.
 In addition to a two-year pay freeze, the 
union claims the city is asking for 50-50 cost 
sharing between employees and the city of 
any increase in pension or medical benefit 
costs, and the right to impose 5.5 days of fur-
lough time each year on any SEIU employee.
 The union also claims that the city is asking 
for the right to replace union workers with 
contract labor at the city’s discretion. Under 

the current contract, the city must notify 
and confer with the union before contracting 
out a position, but does not need the union’s 
approval, according to Personnel Director 
Glen Kramer.
 The union estimates that the new condi-
tions would result in a 5 percent reduction in 
take-home pay for workers by October 2011.
 Noting that the city is “not willing to com-
mit that executive staff will not get any raises, 
one-time payments or bonuses,” the union 
asks: “Why isn’t executive management 
committed to help out the same way we are 
willing to help out? Why will the City not 
consider our proposals to save money that 
would have no impact on current workers?
 “We need to make the Council understand 
that we are grateful and committed to be 
providing for the needs of the City, but that 
we should also be treated fairly and respect-
fully.”
 In mid-December, the city finalized a deal 
with the union representing 33 city supervi-
sors that calls for a two-year pay freeze. The 
contract also calls for potential sharing of 
increased medical and pension costs, though 
at a lower rate than what the city is reportedly 
asking SEIU workers to accept.
 Calls to the SEIU and to Menlo Park City 
Manager Glen Rojas were not returned by 
press time.
 As of Monday afternoon, the document was 
available at tinyurl.com/ydu7thx.

County charter review panel meets on 
changing how supervisors are elected
 The San Mateo County Char-
ter Review Committee will meet 
Wednesday, Jan. 27, to discuss 
the county’s law regarding elect-
ing representatives to the Board 
of Supervisors.
 The civil grand jury of San 
Mateo County has recommend-
ed that each of the board’s seats 
be decided by voters in only the 
district that the seat represents. 
Such a change would make elec-
tions more competitive, would 

make the board more diverse, 
and would allow for better repre-
sentation in rural, less-populated 
areas, the grand jury argued.
 The county is the only one in 
the state to hold county-wide elec-
tions for its board of supervisors, 
according to the grand jury.
 The meeting of the San Mateo 
County Charter Review Commit-
tee will begin at 5 p.m. in Room 101 
of the county office building at 455 
County Center in Redwood City.



By Gennady Sheyner
Palo Alto Weekly

C
alifornia’s proposed high-speed rail 
system is either a badly needed boost 
to the state’s workers and commut-

ers or an overpriced, shoddily planned 
boondoggle that needs more oversight and 
a better business plan.
 Both positions were well represented by 
close to 100 speakers at Thursday night’s 
public hearing on the controversial train 
project, which initially would stretch from 
San Francisco to Los Angeles and pass 
through the Peninsula along the Caltrain 
tracks. Ultimately it would reach from 
Sacramento to San Diego. 
 More than 200 people crammed into the 
Palo Alto City Council chambers to share 
their concerns or express their enthusiasm 
for the high-speed-rail project to state sen-
ators Joe Simitian and Alan Lowenthal.
 As in previous meetings, dozens of 
Peninsula residents and a handful of 
local officials asked state officials to 
increase their over-
sight of the Cali-
fornia High-Speed 
Rail Authority and 
to bolster public 
outreach for the 
planning process. 
But for the first 
time their views 
were counterbal-
anced by a crowd of 
labor leaders, pro-rail bloggers and other 
supporters of the $42.6 billion project.
 The senators, whose budget subcom-
mittee is charged with vetting the voter-
approved project, focused on the rail 
authority’s recently released business plan. 
Sen. Lowenthal, who chairs the Senate 
Transportation and Housing Committee, 
said some of the rail authority’s ridership 
figures seem far too high and appear to 
have been “pulled out of a hat.” 
 Sen. Simitian, who chairs the Senate 
Budget Subcommittee on Resources, Envi-
ronmental Protection, Energy and Trans-
portation, said the new business plan has 
made significant progress from the 2008 
version. But he added that there’s much 
room for improvement. 
 He also urged rail officials to improve 
their communication efforts.
 “I thought the High-Speed Rail Author-
ity needs to do a better job in engaging the 
public,” Sen. Simitian said. “It means not 
simply selling the project but genuinely 
responding to people’s legitimate concerns 
when they’re raised.”
 Local officials also questioned the 
numbers in the business plan and the rail 
authority’s outreach methods. 
 Palo Alto Mayor Pat Burt, who serves on 
the board of the Peninsula Cities Coalition, 
derided the new business plan’s ridership 
figures. He said the rail authority expects 
Gilroy to attract roughly as many rail 
passengers as Amtrak currently draws in 
the Northeast corridor. Mr. Burt, a Girloy 
native, said he finds these numbers at once 
humorous and misleading.
 Menlo Park Mayor Rich Cline, a longtime 
critic of the rail project, also said he was con-
cerned about the business plan’s “inaccurate 
ridership figures.” Mr. Cline, who chairs 
the five-city Peninsula Cities Consortium, 

said city officials cannot support the $42.6 
billion project given the lack of reliable 
information coming from state officials.
 “There are so many unanswered ques-
tions that we can’t possibly raise the flag 
on high-speed rail,” Mr. Cline said.
 Other critics questioned the rail author-
ity’s plans for obtaining funding for the 
project. The authority is hoping for $10 
billion to $12 billion in private funding; 
at least $17 billion in federal grants; and 
more than $4 billion in local funds to pay 
for the project. 
 California voters approved $9.95 billion 
for the project in November 2008, when 
they passed Proposition 1A.
 Sen. Lowenthal said he was skepti-
cal about the authority’s plan to collect 
about $3 billion annually from the fed-
eral government over the next six years. 
He said the state currently gets about $3 
billion in federal funding for all of its 
transportation needs. 
 He suggested that the authority consider 
focusing on one particular segment of the 

high-speed-rail line 
rather than seeking 
to build all eight 
segments simulta-
neously.
 “Why don’t you 
complete one sec-
tion to demonstrate 
it can work other 
than doing some-
thing that can turn 

into a high-speed-rail project to nowhere?” 
Sen. Lowenthal asked.
 The project has drawn great scrutiny 
on the Peninsula, where criticism of the 
rail authority has snowballed over the 
past year as details about the project have 
emerged. Hundreds of residents on the 
Midpeninsula turned against the project 
after they realized that the new rail system 
might include elevated tracks splitting their 
communities, which authority officials say 
is only one possibility.
 But the project also had a large base of sup-
port at Thursday’s meeting. Many speakers 
characterized the rail project as a desperately 
needed panacea to the state’s high unemploy-
ment rate and persistent traffic jams. 
 Dozens of union leaders, business offi-
cials and members of the grassroots group 
Californians for High-Speed Rail asked 
the two senators to support the project and 
fund it accordingly.
 “It is now incumbent on both the (rail) 
authority and the Legislature to ensure the 
will of the voters, as expressed by Proposi-
tion 1A, is put in place,” said Brian Stanke, 
executive director of Californians for 
High-Speed Rail.
 Cindy Chavez, CEO of the South Bay 
Labor Council, said the project would 
produce 36,000 jobs for every $2 billion 
spent. Jim Lazarus, vice chair of the San 
Francisco Chamber of Commerce, argued 
that the project is needed to support the 
state’s growing population.
 Rail authority officials acknowledged 
Thursday that many details of the business 
plan, including federal funds and private 
investment, are yet unknown. Jeff Barker, 
the rail authority’s deputy director, called 
the business plan a “dynamic document” 
that will be continuously revised as more 
information is gathered.  A
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Historic Landmark Benefi ting Lucille Packard 
Children’s Hospital

Since 1929, Allied Arts Guild has been an iconic Menlo Park 
landmark where artists come together and share their wares. Today, 
the Guild’s artists use their studios not only for creating, but also as 
retail space for the public to view and purchase their beautiful art. 

The stunning gardens are beautiful to walk through, and docent-
led tours are available Monday through Saturday. Docents discuss 
not only the gardens, but the history of the Guild and its art and 
striking architecture.

The complex is owned and operated by the Allied Arts Guild Aux-
iliary - an organization formed for the purpose of promoting the 
health, welfare, maintenance, and care of children, and acquiring 
funds to be donated for the benefi t of the Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital at Stanford. The Auxiliary owns and operates the historic 
Allied Arts Guild; all property and income of the Auxiliary is held 
solely for the purpose of supporting the Hospital. 

Through ownership of the Allied Arts Guild, the Allied Arts Guild 
Auxiliary is proud to say that we are supporting the arts, protecting 
an historic California landmark, and providing support to critically 
ill children at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital.

In addition to our shops, the Guild is also a perfect place to host 
a party – from a small baby shower to a wedding ceremony and 
reception, we can make your vision become reality! 

Jackie Holmkvist
Allied Arts Guild Auxiliary

Allied Arts Guild

75 Arbor Rd, Menlo Park
650.322.2405  ■ www.alliedartsguild.org

Allied Arts Guild 
 Menlo Park

Residents clash over high-speed rail

More than 200 people  
crammed into the council 

chambers to share their concerns 
or express their enthusiasm for 

the high-speed-rail project.



By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter trying for several years to per-
suade the city of Menlo Park to 
adopt an ordinance requiring fire 

sprinklers in new and remodeled single-
family residences, the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection district has decided to simply 
wait for a state law that would accomplish 
that goal to take effect.
 The California Building Standards 
Commission adopted the new fire codes 
Jan. 12, requiring fire sprinklers in all 
new single-family dwellings in the state 
as of Jan. 1, 2011. The City Council was 
poised to take up the ordinance proposed 
by the fire district at its Jan. 26 meeting, 
but City Manager Glen Rojas removed the 
item from the agenda at the request of fire 
district officials.
 The district’s decision to stop pushing 
the council to adopt an ordinance rep-
resents the conclusion of several years of 
unsuccessful lobbying. The City Council 
in 2004 rejected a law that would require 
automatic sprinklers in new and some 
remodeled single-family homes, saying 
the potential safety improvements didn’t 
justify the high cost to homeowners.
 This time around, the fire district was 
planning to propose an ordinance that 
would only require the sprinklers in new 

homes, not remodels, said Fire Marshal 
Geoff Aus. The fire board had decided to 
scrap the proposition that the law apply 
to remodels because it was skeptical the 
council would approve it.
 Because the new state law would accom-
plish the same thing as the proposed 
ordinance, the district decided to drop the 
issue, according to Mr. Aus.
 In an interview, Fire Chief Harold 
Schapelhouman said he was disappoint-
ed the city, with the help of the district, 
missed the chance to lead on the issue. 
East Palo Alto and Atherton, the other 
two jurisdictions within the district’s 
boundaries, have had residential sprin-
kler ordinances on the books for over six 
years, though Atherton’s does not apply 
to remodels.
 The fire district says it will continue 
to work with the city to update its com-
mercial sprinkler ordinance, which 
dates back to 1984. A clause necessitat-
ing sprinklers in commercial buildings 
is often triggered by relatively minor 
improvements, said Mr. Aus.
 A new ordinance proposed by the district 
would require sprinklers only if over half 
the building is renovated. Menlo Park City 
Manager Glen Rojas said the city will “sit 
down with the district and figure out how 
best to do that, because that’s definitely 
something we want to see changed.”  A
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Elegant Luxury for Your Home
Darcey Design, based in San Francisco, caters to clients seeking a sophisticated home 

interior.  Antiques, raw silk fabrics, splashes of color–orchids and tropical fl owers and 
painted furniture with colored pillows are Darcey’s passions. Darcey strives to achieve 
elegance and luxury in each room. 
 Clients who like a touch of glossy white (including white Chinese furniture) will favor
Darcey’s new look -”Palm Beach Style”.  This style includes 3 key pieces in close proxim-
ity, white vases and/or antique vases in both dark zen styles and red oxblood, natural 
fabrics in raw silk, damask, and dupioni. The key is to make the room sophisticated yet 
cozy and comfortable. Soft pillows and a pop of bright color help to achieve this.
 In addition to decorating with accent furniture pieces and accessories, Darcey uses 
her original paintings in every room she designs. Her paintings are strikingly contem-
porary, with a bold spirit, and make gorgeous backdrops for any room design. Darcey 
places at least 2 in every room (living rooms, dining rooms, foyers, hallways, bedrooms 
and even kitchens).This provides a great fl ow to the home and and an unmistakeable 
zen feeling.
 Darcey has lived in the Bay Area all her life and enjoys serving the community she 
was raised in. To set an appointment for a design consultation, home staging, or order 
Darcey’s original art call 415-823-9350 or 1-888-299-3803.

Janet Darcey
Owner from Darcey Design

Darcey Design, San Francisco

415.823.9350 ■ www.darceydesign.carbonmade.com
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Robert Frost once said, “The best way out is always through.” Andrew 
Logan, a licensed marriage and family therapist, applies this famous quote 
to how therapy can teach tangible, lifelong skills that help people lead 
more fulfi lling lives. 

From his private offi ce in downtown Palo Alto, Andrew helps clients iden-
tify issues, break patterns, improve communication skills and enrich their 
relationships. He counsels families, couples and individuals—including 
adults, adolescents and children. 

Andrew previously spent seven years as a therapist at the Community 
Health Awareness Council (CHAC) in Mountain View, including four years 
counseling adolescents. Before that he worked in high-tech marketing—giving 
him a deep understanding of how the Silicon Valley culture affects families.

Call today to schedule a complimentary fi rst session. 

Andrew Logan
Owner of Andrew Logan 

Psychotherapy

Andrew Logan Psychotherapy
510 Waverley Street, Palo Alto

650.462.1100 ■ andrew@andrewloganmft.com
www.andrewloganmft.com

State law will require fire sprinklers

JOIN THE CONVERSATION AT TOWN SQUARE

TheAlmanacOnline.com
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Lyn Cobb
Coldwell banker

Lyn Jason Cobb & Associates
Lyn Jason Cobb: 650.566.5331   LynJason.Cobb@cbnorcal.com   
Herschel Cobb: 650.464.2624   Herschel.Cobb@cbnorcal.com

www.CallLyn.com

Expert Knowledge | Proven Results
Lyn Jason Cobb & Associates brings an emphasis on innovation and service to 

the local real estate market and our connections to the areas we serve go back 
for generations. That personal experience and in depth market knowledge give 
our clients a distinct advantage when buying or selling a home.

Our Clients Receive:
-  Expert Market Analysis

-  Professional Photography & Brochures

-  Personalized & Effective Marketing Solutions including: EFlyers, Newspaper & Magazine Ads, 

Custom Websites, Virtual Tours, Worldwide E-Marketing Campaigns...and more.

-  1031 Exchange Expertise

-  Staging Consultation

-  Expert Negotiation & Strategy

-  Access to our private list of home repair specialists

-  Full Time Service & Support

Call Us for information on how we can get you the Best Price for your home.

YOUR DREAM HOME SPECIALISTYOUR DREAM HOME SPECIALIST
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Let Jackie Help You Achieve Your 
Real Estate Dreams!

Your needs. Your tastes. Your language.     

Jackie Copple has been helping clients on the Peninsula achieve their 
personal fi nancial goals for over 25 years, as a tax accountant, a fi nancial planner, 
and since 1989 as a Realtor.

Enjoy what Jackie’s clients are saying:
“My husband and I could not agree for 7 years, then Jackie came along and she

•  Excelled at listening to each of our concerns
•   Saved us time by strong market knowledge and intense previewing
•  Intuitively brought us together on price, our age-old issue
•  Used strong negotiation skills to achieve our Portola Valley dream home!”

“We sold my mother’s home from 700 miles away when Jackie gave
•  Attention, dedication and energy, keeping us confi dent
•   Extensive fi nancial background for my family’s peace of mind
•   Powerful marketing skills, bringing 10% over asking price!”

Serving the communities of Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley, Woodside, 
Redwood City and north to San Mateo; Palo Alto, Mountain View, Los Altos and south 
to San Jose where I was raised.

Jackie Copple
The Professional for Professionals

MBA, CRS, SRES

Jackie Copple, Coldwell Banker ■ 650.465.9160
JCopple@cbnorcal.com ■ www.JackieCopple.com

opple
ackie
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Exquisite Italian Cuisine 
This Native Menlo Park Family is taking our city (and our taste buds) by storm! 

High quality ingredients, locally sourced produce, fearless creativity and perfec-
tion gained through years of experience come together to create each master-
piece exiting the kitchen of Cedro Ristorante. “She is a lightning bolt of culinary 
geniuses!” this is how owner, Elizabeth Nevigato, describes he executive chef and 
mother Maria Nevigato. The duo opened the restaurant in November of 2009 
and they are really excited about sharing their passion for great Italian food, 
going as far as offering Gluten free option, whole wheat pasta, and brown rice 
risotto, “We want to make sure everyone can enjoy truly delicious Italian food!”

The inviting atmosphere is fully enveloping when you fi rst enter. When you walk 
into the restaurant you can’t help but to notice the staff is extraordinarily warm and 
welcoming. Customer service is a top priority at Cedro Ristorante.  “I  personally 
make the rounds to make sure my clients are 100% satisfi ed with the dishes and 
the service. And I make sure they leave satisfi ed.”

Open seven days/week, lunch and dinner M-F, Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner Sat & Sun
Call or stop in today and you will receive a free bowl of minestrone soup with order.

The Nevigato Family
Owners from Cedro Ristorante

Cedro Ristorante Italiano
1010 El Camino Real #140, Menlo Park
650.322.3376 ■ cedroristorante.com
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“A dish is only as good as its weakest ingredient; a 
great ingredient is a dish in itself.”

Born in France, Marché Executive Chef Guillaume Bienaimé was exposed to French 
cooking through his mother and grandmother at a young age and it has infl uenced his 
culinary style to this day. Guillaume spent much of his childhood on the San Francisco 
Peninsula and moved to Pennsylvania with his family as a teenager. His fi rst experience in 
the restaurant industry was at the age of 15, working at Peace a Pizza, a small but growing 
chain outside of Philadelphia. During his early college years, a stint as a line cook at “Z” in 
Los Gatos infl uenced Guillaume’s career path back into restaurants.

While obtaining an Associate of Arts degree in Culinary Arts and a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Foodservice Management at Johnson & Wales University in Providence, Rhode 
Island, Guillaume apprenticed at such acclaimed restaurants as La Mediteranée in Paris, 
The French Laundry in Yountville, and Marché. Additionally, he was selected to be a mem-
ber of the Culinary Olympic Team, obtaining a gold medal in hot food competition at the 
ACF national convention, a bronze at the Culinary Olympics in Erfurt Germany and two 
gold medals at the New York Food Show. 

Guillaume returned to Marché as banquet sous chef in 2005 after graduation. Rec-
ognizing his talent, then chef Howard Bulka promoted Guillaume to sous chef in 2006. 
Guillaume was awarded the position of chef de cuisine in early 2008, then was promoted 
to executive chef in April 2009.

Each night Marché offers a chef’s tasting menu with suggested wine pairings in addition 
to an a la carte menu. Guillaume has a strong affi nity for seasonal French and American 
regional cooking and it’s evident in his menu at Marché. 

Guillaume Bienaimé 
Executive Chef 

at Marché Restaurant

Marché 
898 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park

650.324.9092 ■ www.restaurantmarche.com
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Benton Medical (DBA Palo Alto Orthopedic Company) is the community’s 
leading provider of advanced prosthetic and orthotic services today and 
has been for more than fi fty-four years.
    We are a family owned company who is proud to introduce Barry 
McMills, son of the original owners of Palo Alto Orthopedic Company. 
As the certifi ed prosthetist and orthotist of Benton Medical, Barry began 
his profession in 1965. He is also knowledgeable and experienced in 
manufacturing all styles of metal bracing as well as old style wooden 
prostheses. Barry maintains the industry’s highest training and compliance 
standards, ensuring that our patients will receive expert and quality care.
 Our family understands your home health needs.  At Benton Medical 
we give our clients old-fashioned attention and treat each individual’s 
custom needs.

BARRY McMILLS
ABC Prosthetist/Orthotist

Benton Medical Equipment Inc. 
2601 Garcia Avenue, Mountain View

(650) 625-1000 ■ www.bentonmedical.com

Life comes full circle for Palo Alto practitioner
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Importance of Funerals
Since the beginning of time, funerals have been a way for families and 

friends to come together to celebrate a life, create a sense of community, share 
memories, tears and even laughter. Experts agree these comforting rituals help 
bring acceptance and closure, allowing those left behind to move on.

We are the Peninsula’s premier funeral home and cremation service 
dedicated to serving all faiths. We have been in Palo Alto for over 110 years 
– family owned and operated for four generations. We are independent – 
answering only to our community.

When a death occurs, you and your family will be involved in making 
many important and personal decisions.  You are not alone.  We can answer 
your questions and help you understand your options – funerals, cremations, 
memorials, tributes, and receptions.  We also offer pre-planning services.

Our facilities include a large non-denominational chapel, viewing rooms, 
a large reception room with catering options, ample parking and unique 
architectural features, including our indoor atrium.

WE OFFER ON-LINE OBITUARIES
For more information, visit our website at: rollerhapgoodtinney.com. Please 

feel free to call, schedule an arrangement conference, or visit our facilities at 
980 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto.

Quiet Beauty and a Peaceful Atmosphere
Roller Hapgood & Tinney had been at its present location at the corner 

of Middlefield Road and Addison Avenue in Palo Alto, California since 1951. 
Designed by local architect Leslie I. Nichols, our remarkable funeral home features 
a unique masonry wall constructed of stone from a quarry near Santa Cruz. 

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR FOUR GENERATIONS
The family business was established in 1899 when Josiah Roller organized 

his first funeral. As a retired cabinet maker who was often called upon to craft 
coffins, (he) agreed to organize a funeral for a friend whose father had died 
in Palo Alto. 

In those days, bodies had to be transported by horse and buggy either to 
San Francisco or San Jose for burial. Josiah agreed to make the arrangements 
in exchange for help in establishing a funeral home in Palo Alto, something he 
thought was long overdue. As the only funeral home this side of San Francisco, 
Roller’s business quickly grew.

In 1906, Josiah Roller’s son, Arthur, took over the burgeoning business, and 
in 1912 Frank Hapgood joined as a partner. In 1951, they moved the business 
to its current location at the corner of Addison and Middlefield streets.

GOOD EMPLOYEES ARE ESSENTIAL TO A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS
In keeping with the belief of our founders, our staff of professionals is 

knowledgeable, caring and sincere; qualities that are invaluable during your 
time of need. Palo Alto is a community rich in religious and cultural diversity, 
and our staff is well trained in the traditions and faiths that surround us. 

What To Do First When Someone Dies
ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR LOSS
When a loved one dies, give yourself, your family and friends adequate 

time to experience and acknowledge your loss. Call your clergy or spiritual 
advisor, family members, or friends to be with you during the first few hours 
immediately after the death.

CONTACT YOUR FUNERAL HOME
As soon as possible, call your funeral home. The professionals at Roller 

Hapgood & Tinney are available day or night to answer your questions, 
provide guidance, and arrange for transportation of the body. Call us at 
(650) 328-1360. 

If death occurs away from home or out-of-state, we’ll make the 
necessary arrangements to prepare and transport the body to our funeral 
home. If the person who has died must be transported out-of-state, we can 
make necessary travel arrangements and coordinate services with the 
destination funeral home.

The Staff, clockwise from above: Jenna Moerk, General Manager, Funeral 
Director and Embalmer; Donavon Dilworth, Funeral Director and Embalmer; 
Benjamin Bilbro, Funeral Counselor; and Avisha Nair, Office Manager.

Roller Hapgood Tinney, Palo Alto ■ 650.328.1360 ■ www.rollerhapgoodtinney.com



 Brian Bothun, a former editor 
for the Palo Alto Daily News and 
former reporter for the Daily 
Post, pleaded no contest to a 
misdemeanor charge of posses-
sion of pornography on Friday, 
Jan. 22, said San Mateo County 
Chief Deputy District Attorney 
Steve Wagstaffe. 
 The plea bargain ends his 
prosecution on felony charges 
of possessing child pornography 
on his home computer.
 A sentencing hearing is set for 
8:30 a.m. April 6 in San Mateo 
County Superior Court in Red-
wood City, Mr. Wagstaffe said.
 Mr. Bothun faces a sentence 
of up to 204 days in county jail 
— the 180-day maximum jail 
sentence, plus an additional day 

for each of the 24 pornographic 
images on his computer, Mr. 
Wagstaffe said. 
 Mr. Bothun was arrested on 
child pornography charges in 
March 2008, when his partner 
called Atherton police to report 
domestic violence. When police 
officers showed up, he told them 
about pornographic material on 
Mr. Bothun’s computer, accord-
ing to Mr. Wagstaffe.
 Mr. Bothun was also charged 
at the time with possession of a 
glass pipe, which is considered 
drug paraphernalia. He has been 
out of jail on $100,000 bail, but 
has been arrested twice since on 
drug-related charges: once in July 
2008 in Menlo Park, and again on 
April 5, 2009, in Santa Clara.
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BrainStormers
Join this active program for adults who want to improve their  

memory through games, exercise, making friends & having fun!

Wednesdays 9:30 am–noon,  Peninsula Volunteers
Little House, The Roselyn G. Morris Activity Center 

800 Middle Ave, Menlo Park
Call Shawn Evans 650-322-0126  

Peninsula Open Space Trust
222 High Street, Palo Alto, California 94301
(650) 854-7696 www.openspacetrust.orgPOST

Richard Preston
New York Times

The Wild Trees

Monday, February 8 
8:00 p.m.

Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts

500 Castro Street, Mountain View

Series subscriptions

(650) 854-7696 x316

SERIES SPONSORS 

Ambassador Bill and Mrs. Jean Lane

LECTURE SPONSORS

Noble and Lorraine Hancock 

Jobst Brandt

MEDIA SPONSOR 

2010 Wallace Stegner Lecture Series

V E N T U R E S
INTO THE NATURAL WORLD

Single tickets

(650) 903-6000

All proceeds benefit POST.

Former editor pleads no contest

 Wondering about crime in 
your neighborhood? The range 
of police calls, from vandalism 
to traffic accidents, medical aid 
to credit card fraud reports, is 
now available. The Atherton 
police department is posting 
its daily police log online for 

the first time, says Chief Mike 
Guerra.
 Go to athertonpolice.word-
press.com to view the previ-
ous day’s police calls. The new 
service also has an RSS feed to 
alert readers to updates to the 
site, Chief Guerra said. 

Atherton police log goes online

JOIN THE CONVERSATION AT TOWN SQUARE

TheAlmanacOnline.com



By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

F
or hikers who use the Coal 
Mine Ridge or Windy Hill 
trails in Portola Valley and 

drive to the trailhead, the limited 
parking along upper Alpine Road 
near Willowbrook Drive is on 
track to become more limited.
 A three-person Town Council 
on Wednesday, Jan. 13, decided 
unanimously to accept a plan for 
a new home whose driveway will 
truncate a town-owned strip of 
roadside parking along the front-
age of a residential property at 
4860 Alpine Road.
 The 3-0 decision — with coun-
cil members Maryann Moise 
Derwin and Ann Wengert absent 
— reduces the number of park-
ing spaces to 16 from the current 
20. The loss will strain a parking 
area that is often full and spilling 
over on to Willowbrook.
 In granting an appeal to prop-
erty owners Annette Acher-
mann and Rick Friedman, the 
council overturned an October 
2009 decision by Public Works 
Director Howard Young and is 
allowing the couple’s driveway 
to bisect the parking area and 
use up four spaces rather than 
the two Mr. Young had in mind.
 The couple objected to Mr. 
Young’s plan to locate it at the 
eastern end of the lot. Such a 

driveway would be too steep and 
would have inadequate views of 
passing traffic, they said, adding 
that the town should have said 
something much earlier in the 
planning process.
 “Having this thrust upon us in 
the 11th hour was a big shock,” Ms. 
Achermann said. The couple has 
already spent $45,000 on permits 
and consultants for the current 
design, Mr. Friedman added.
 The council had rejected an 
earlier plan on Dec. 9. The 

recent decision reflected a com-
promise crafted, in part, by 
council members John Richards 
and Ted Driscoll.

Anomaly occurred
 The Architecture & Site Control 
Commission (ASCC) approved 
the couple’s house design in May 
2009. Mr. Young was on the dis-
tribution list for design review 
in March but did not comment, 
Planning Manager Leslie Lam-
bert said in an interview.

 In a Dec. 9 memo, Mr. Young 
said his comments were “inad-
vertently not submitted,” allowing 
the application to proceed. “Public 
Works never intended the parking 
area to be adversely affected or 
diminished,” he added.
 “Staff acknowledges that it is 
unfortunate that this anomaly 
has occurred,” he said, and added 
that the planning staff is recon-
sidering the review process.
 Also on the distribution list 
in March was the Trails & Paths 

Committee, which had no com-
ment, Ms. Lambert said.
 The committee’s comment 
now is unanimous opposition 
to the couple’s plan, committee 
member Elizabeth Rubin told the 
council. “Our trail system is the 
underlying ethic for the culture 
of Portola Valley,” she said. 
 Giving up four parking spaces, 
a 20 percent change, was a hard 
pill for Mayor Steve Toben. “It is 
painful for me to contemplate 
the loss of more parking,” he 
said before calling for a vote. 
“This will not go down well with 
the trails community.” A
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ARBOR 
FREE CLINIC
A program of Stanford School of Medicine

Stanford Hospital & Clinics thanks the  

50 Stanford physicians and 65 medical students 

per quarter who volunteer at Arbor Free Clinic 

for their commitment to community service. 

The Arbor Free Clinic fills an important role in 

our community by providing health services and 

medications free of charge to uninsured patients  

in San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties.

Patients are accepted on a walk-in basis every 

Sunday from 10 am – 2 pm. The Clinic is located 

at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System, Menlo 

Park Division. For more information, visit  

http://arbor.stanford.edu 

Visit us at: http://stanfordmedicine.org

STANFORD  
MEDICINE  
IN THE  
COMMUNITY

Portola Valley: Trailhead parking to shrink by 20 percent

Drug bust in Willows
 Police arrested a Menlo Park 
couple allegedly selling crack 
cocaine out of their apartment 
near Menlo Park’s Willows 
neighborhood Tuesday, Jan. 19.
 Marcus Lovelace, 26, was 
booked into San Mateo County 
jail on a variety of charges, includ-
ing possession of cocaine base for 
sale and possession of an assault 
rifle, according to police. Police 
also arrested Danielle Filice, 27, 
who will be booked on the same 
charges, Sgt. Eric Cowans said.
 In an afternoon raid on the 
apartment in the 500 block 
of Willow Road, police found 
several ounces of crack cocaine, 
along with the assault rifle, Sgt. 
Cowans said. 
 Mr. Lovelace was in the apart-
ment when police arrived, and 
officers staked out the parking 
lot until Ms. Filice returned to 
the apartment, Sgt. Cowans said. 
Both were taken into custody 
“without incident.”
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TheAlmanacOnline.com



This information is from the Atherton and 
Menlo Park police departments and the 
San Mateo County Sheriffís Office. Under 
the law, people charged with offenses are 
considered innocent until convicted.

MENLO PARK

Residential burglary reports: 
■ Bicycles valued at $7,000 stolen from 
garage, 1600 block of Bay Laurel Drive, 
Jan. 18.
■ Laptop computer and pain relief pills 
stolen for total loss of $3,000, 300 block 
of Santa Monica Ave., Jan. 17.
■ Wallet, three blank checks, necklace 
and digital camera stolen for total loss of 
$309, first block of Lorelei Lane, Jan. 15.
Auto burglary report: Apple iPod stolen, 
100 block of Terminal Ave., Jan. 20.
Stolen vehicle reports:

■ Gray 1992 Toyota Camry, 500 block of 
Hamilton Ave., Jan. 19.
■ Gray 2005 BMW X3, 1300 block of Car-
lton Ave., Jan. 20.
Fraud report: ID theft, 800 block of Wil-
low Road, Jan. 17.
Spousal abuse report: 1300 block of 
Willow Road, Jan. 17.
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The 2009 Annual
 

 Sale

meet

Eve...
photographed with daughters, 
Brooke and Jenny

social worker
passionate mother
civic volunteer
loyal friend
extraordinary women, inside and outextraordinary women, inside and out

1131 chestnut street 
menlo park 

650.322.5524 
www.alysgrace.com

Photography: Leslie Doyle   Clothing: Alys Grace   Make-Up: Aida’s Custom Cosmetics  Hair: Studio 1258 

 POLICE CALLSIn a tough 
situation?

Turn to Avenidas for help:

· Information & Assistance
· Family consultations on 
   aging issues
· Support Groups
· Counseling

Visit www.avenidas.org or 
call (650) 289-5433 for 
your appointment today.

Where age is just a number

Get local news updates FREE in your e-mail inbox daily.
Sign up today at TheAlmanacOnline.com



By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

A
therton Councilman 
Charles Marsala says 
he hasn’t moved out of 

Atherton. Responding to a com-
plaint from a neighbor who 
thought he’d left town, Mr. 
Marsala said that he is leasing his 
home for a couple of months to 
a Stanford Hospital patient and 
her family. 

 In the meantime, he’s been 
staying at a friend’s house in 
Atherton, and he spent about a 
week in the guest cottage in his 
backyard, he told The Almanac. 
The rest of the time he’s been 
traveling, either for business or 
back to his native city of New 
Orleans, he said.
 “I’m helping out someone 
from out-of-state (who is) hav-
ing brain surgery at Stanford,” 
he said. “The inconvenience 

to me is minimal because my 
dad just passed away and I’ve 
been going back to Louisiana 
to help my mom clean out their 
house.”
  A friend approached him with 
the idea of leasing his house to 
the patient and her family for 
seven weeks, Mr. Marsala said. 
 “Having just seen my dad 
in hospice care, trying to help 
someone out seemed like the 
right thing to do,” he said.

 Atherton City Attorney Wynne 
Furth confirmed that there are 
no issues with Mr. Marsala’s 
residency that would impact his 
ability to serve on the Atherton 
City Council. A
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Mary S. Lewis, 
Ph.D.,  of Menlo Park, 
Palo Alto, Berkeley, and 
Washington, D.C., passed 
away gently at Woodside 
Terrace in Redwood City 
surrounded by her four 
daughters. Mary grew up 
with her artist parents and 
brother, Carol Summers, 
in Woodstock, New York. 

She came to California to attend U.C. Berkeley where 
she met and married her husband, David E. Lewis. She 
will be missed by her large family including Wendy 
Lewis-Rakova (Mikhail), Ellen Rief (Bob), Kathy Lewis 
(Cathy Boe), Sutie Wheeler (Jim), four grandchildren, 
two nephews, and their families.

Mary was the Director of Parents’ Nursery 
School in Palo Alto for twenty years, where she 
wrote the first Head Start proposal in Santa Clara 
County. She went back to school, attending Vassar, 
Stanford, and San Francisco State University, where 
she also taught and did research, and earned her 

Ph.D. in Child Development from U.C. Berkeley. She 
went on with the career of her dreams as regional 
and national Early Childhood Specialist for Head 
Start, visiting Native American and Trust Territory 
programs, including those in Micronesia and Samoa. 
She became an international consultant, working all 
around the world until she was 85. Among the many 
awards she received, she was proudest of the Native 
American Educator of the Year, in 1984. In February 
she will be posthumously awarded the first Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the California Head Start 
Association. Mary retired to Palo Alto and continued 
her global travels up to her final illness, resulting from 
complications of hip surgery.

A celebration of her life will be held April 17, 2010, at 
1pm at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto, 
505 East Charleston Road. Contact kathrynclewis@
sbcglobal.net for more information. In lieu of flowers, 
please donate to the National Head Start Association 
in the name of the Mary S. Lewis Scholarship Fund, 
P.O. Box 890080, Charlotte, North Carolina 28289-
0080 or to the charity of your choice.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Councilman says he hasn’t left Atherton

Alcena Leigh Norling died peacefully Saturday, January 9 with her 
son and daughter at her side. She was born September 14, 1947 in 
Perryton, Texas to Ovie and Alcena Doane. 

As a child, Leigh moved to San Francisco and later to Pacifica where 
she attended Terra Nova High School. In 1972 she moved to Kings 
Mountain above Woodside, California.  Leigh was an active volunteer in 
her community.  For many years she was chief dispatcher for the Kings 
Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, was editor of the Kings Mountain Echo, 
was a founding board member and secretary for many years of the Kings 
Mountain Education Fund that supports the local school. She helped 
form the local parents coalition that still today hosts the Halloween party 
for children and was extremely active in the Kings Mountain Art Fair 
serving in various roles including its Board of Directors.  Leigh's most 
recent gift was volunteering as a docent to protect the seal pupping area 
in MacKerricher State Park in Mendocino County.  

Leigh had an amazing ability to form lasting friendships wherever 
she lived and worked.  Most of her adult life was spent on Kings 
Mountain working for various companies including the family business, 
Skywood Realty, kitchen design shops in San Francisco and Honolulu, 
and Stanford University. Her most recent endeavor was building a real 
estate portfolio in Austin, Texas.    

Leigh is survived by her former husband Chris Norling of Woodside, 
her son Nathaniel Norling of Fort Bragg, her daughter Jessica Norling of 
Woodside, her son Mark Graham and his wife Gill, her granddaughter Nicole 
and grandson Andrew all of Lafayette, her brother Gerry Doane and his wife 
Mary of Dundee, Oregon and numerous cousins, nieces and nephews.

A memorial gathering - service will be held 2 p.m. Sunday January 
31, at the Kings Mountain Community Center, 13883 Skyline Boulevard, 
Woodside, Ca.

In lieu of flowers contributions to her memory can be made to the 
Marine Mammal Center, Marin Headlands, 2000 Bunker Road, Fort 
Cronkhite, Sausalito, CA 94965 or to the Kaiser Hospice Program, 180 
N. Wolfe Rd., Ste. SW3-160, Cupertino, CA 95014.
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 ONLINE

Go to TheAlmanacOnline.com for 
more community news, sports, 
information and photos.

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

PUBLIC HEARING

The Town Council for the Town of Portola Valley will 
conduct a public hearing to consider an increase to 
rental fees associated with use of the Community Hall 
and Activity Rooms.  The proposed fee increase will 
include an annual Consumer Price Index adjustment.  

The public hearing will be held as part of the Town 
Council’s regular meeting on:

Wednesday, February 10, 2010
7:30 p.m.

The Historic Schoolhouse
765 Portola Road
Portola Valley, CA

For more information, please contact Janet McDou-
gall at (650) 851-1700, ext. 218 or through e-mail at 
jmcdougall@portolavalley.net.

Kristen Olson, 
60, passed away in 
her sleep Wednesday 
morning, January 6, 
2010, unexpected- and 
prematurely. Born and 
raised in Berkeley, CA 
where she attended 
Berkeley High School, 
Kris received her BA in 
English Literature from 

Stanford and would later go on to earn her MAT from 
Harvard and MBA from Stanford Graduate School of 
Business.  

In 1981, Kris joined Apple Computer and worked 
or consulted for the next two decades at software 
firms such as Microsoft and McAfee Associates.  
Her true business passion, however, was with start-
ups, where her energetic personality fueled stints 
on the founding teams of Upshot and Ansa Software 
as well as marketing consulting to many others.  It 
was a testament to her strong character and ebullient 
personality that she thrived in developing environments 
– working to build and shape companies’ strategy, 

brands, products and culture.  
Beyond being a part of Silicon Valley’s bustling 

high-tech world, Kris also dedicated much of her time 
to volunteer work.  As a 13 year Girl Scout troop leader, 
she saw two of her scouts go on to earn Gold Awards 
– the highest award in the Girl Scout community.  She 
was active in the Mid-Peninsula chapter of National 
Charity League and a member of local school site 
councils.  An avid birder, Kris served on the board 
of the Sequoia Audubon Society and participated in 
numerous San Mateo County bird counts and spent 
many of her weekend mornings, and afternoons, 
trudging through marshes with her binoculars.  

Forever enthusiastic, outgoing, caring and always 
the wonderful listener, Kris will be sadly missed by her 
husband, Mark Fowle, her children Erik, Kelsey and 
Monika, her father Austin as well as a legion of friends 
and community members. In lieu of flowers, her 
family asks that donations be made either to Northern 
California Girl Scouts (www.girlscoutsnorcal.org), or 
to the Sequoia Audubon Society: PO Box 620292, 
Woodside, CA 94062. A memorial service is planned 
at Menlo Atherton High School’s Performing Arts 
Center on Saturday, January 30th at 10 A.M.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y
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Collacchi explains intentions 
on Cargill project
Editor:
 The recent Cargill attack on 
Menlo Park City Council mem-
ber Andy Cohen and Save the 
Bay’s Stephen Knight for dis-
cussing Cargill’s Saltworks proj-
ect misrepresents their inten-
tions.
 I met each independently to 
talk about a resolution opposing 
the project. Based on my prior 
experience from Sand Hill Road, 
I advised each that in the face of 
neighboring opposition, cities 
usually get defensive and assert 
sovereignty. I proposed an alter-
native that imagines a regional 
land-use policy enabling prop-
erty owners to sell and transfer 
development rights regionally, 
a policy I have advocated for 
years.

C
ontributions to The Almanac’s Holiday Fund drive hit nearly 
$130,000 this year, somewhat less than last year but continuing the 
solid trend in local communities of reaching out to help the less 

fortunate.
 The total includes more than $30,000 from the Rotary Club of Menlo 
Park, and the William and Flora Hewlett and David and Lucile Packard 
foundations, all three longtime donors who supplement the fund every 
year.
 Slightly more than 200 Almanac readers sent in donations, similar to 
the number of participants in prior years. These donors are helping to 

address the fallout from the sagging 
economy that has raised demand 
for services on the Peninsula to its 
highest level in many years.
 This year $129,246 will be distrib-
uted in equal shares of $12,924 to 

10 nonprofit organizations that provide those in need with food, shelter, 
medical treatment and other services.
 The Holiday Fund is a partnership of The Almanac, the Hewlett, Pack-
ard and Rotary foundations and the Silicon Valley Community Foun-
dation, which processes all contributions. No fees or other charges are 
assessed to any Holiday Fund donations; 100 percent of all funds raised 
go directly to the participating nonprofits. Each of the following agencies 
will receive checks next month:
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula
Provides after-school academic support and enrichment activities for 
1,000 youth each day, ages 6 to 18. Operates clubhouses in Menlo Park’s 
Belle Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto and Redwood City, and after-
school programs at schools in these communities designed to extend the 
learning day and supplement the school’s curriculum.
Ecumenical Hunger Program
Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, special chil-
dren’s programs and sometimes financial assistance to families in need, 
regardless of religious preference, including Thanksgiving and Christmas 
baskets for more than 1,500 households.
Ravenswood Family Health Center
Provides primary medical care, behavioral health services and preven-
tive health care for all ages at its clinics in Belle Haven and East Palo Alto. 
It also operates a mobile clinic at school sites. Of the 22,700 registered 
patients, most are low-income and uninsured. 

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week in a social and friendly 
atmosphere to anyone in need. Funded entirely by contributions from 
the community, St. Anthony’s is the largest soup kitchen between San 
Francisco and San Jose. It offers groceries to take home and distributes 
clothing to families.
Second Harvest Food Bank
The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula, Second 
Harvest Food Bank distributed 30 million pounds of food last year. It 
gathers donations from individuals and businesses and distributes food 
to some 162,000 people each month through more than 700 agencies and 
distribution sites in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.
Shelter Network
Provides short-term shelter and transitional housing services to more 
than 3,700 adults and children each year. Offers programs for families 
and individuals to become self-sufficient and return to permanent hous-
ing.
Youth and Family Enrichment Services
Provides many programs to help people who struggle with substance 
abuse, domestic violence, mental health, relationship and communica-
tions issues. Helps strengthen youth, families and individuals to over-
come challenges through counseling, education, and residential services.
Project Read-Menlo Park
Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo Park area. Trained 
volunteers work one-on-one or in small groups to help adults improve 
their basic reading, writing and English language skills so they can 
achieve their goals and function more effectively at home, at work and in 
the community. In 2007-08, a total of 120 volunteer tutors assisted more 
than 300 students.
Teen Talk Sexuality Education
Provides educational programs for youth and adults to help teens make 
healthy choices that will result in lower rates of teen pregnancy and sexu-
ally transmitted diseases. Its “Teen Talk” program last year served thou-
sands of youth at public school sites in San Mateo County.
Fair Oaks Community Center
Serves more than 2,500 households each year with services ranging 
from food assistance to shelter referral to rental and crisis assistance. The 
center also has a subsidized child-care program and a fully operating 
senior center, and offers a variety of other social services and programs 
throughout the year.

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about             local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.
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Portola Valley Archives

Our Regional Heritage
The mansion Herbert Law built in the 1920s for his 5-year-old daughter Patricia in the hills of Portola 
Valley burned in a horrendous fire in September 1971. The ruins still stand.
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 If applied to the salt ponds, 
Cargill would be rezoned with 
some amount of development 
rights to build housing but must 
sell those rights to property 
owners who own infill sites spe-
cifically zoned to receive them, 
hopefully in cooperating nearby 
cities like Redwood City, Menlo 
Park, and Belmont.
 The proposed policy would 
allow Cargill to re-monetize the 
salt ponds without developing 
the site. It would create more 
housing units in appropriate 
sites in nearby cities, and it 
would give Menlo Park a more 
constructive way to participate 
than simply opposing.
 The language in Mr. Cohen’s 
e-mail, “... regional approach to 
housing cooperating with Red-
wood City ... providing higher 
density ... along El Camino ... 
in exchange for Cargill going 
away [transferring development 
rights] ...” accurately describes 
using property derivatives to 
both satisfy property owners 
and permanently preserve open 
space by transferring develop-
ment rights.
 Mr. Cohen and Mr. Knight 
were both interested in pursu-
ing the idea. The Cargill public 
relations political operatives 
twisted the words “going away” 

to misrepresent and impugn 
their intentions.

Paul Collacchi
Redwood City

Rail authority won’t listen
Editor:
 Having attended the Jan. 19 
high-speed rail hearing in Sac-
ramento held by the state Senate 
Transportation and Housing 
Committee, I again saw that the 
authority really has no intention 
of cooperating and implement-
ing anything the public may 
desire.
 The rail authority chairman 
Pringle and director Crane, as 
well as Morshed, attended part 
of the meeting, but they all left 
the meeting before any com-
ment was made by the public. 
They have no interest in what 
the public has to say.
 How many times have we seen 
this kind of behavior? Director 
Rod Diridon has stated very 
clearly to the press when asked, 
“What will you do if local com-
munities oppose your plan?” 
that, “They will be overridden.”
 Quite clearly the authority 
must be removed as the agency 
that is directing this project. 
Legislation has already been 
introduced that could achieve 
this goal. Support SB409 that 
would replace the authority with 
a new governing group.

Morris Brown
Stone Pine Lane, Menlo Park
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V I E W P O I N T

By Michael Lambert

A
fter reading the staff report circulated 
in December regarding “Water Efficient 
Landscaping” that will be discussed at the 

Jan. 26 City Council meeting, I hope that city staff 
and council members take the phrase “first, do no 
harm” to heart.
 These days, we are buried in 
“conventional wisdom” and “polit-
ical correctness” and too often do 
not consider the unintended con-
sequences of our actions. Count-
less times I have heard local politi-
cians say their goal is of protecting 
our “quality of life.”
 Despite this, our city and other 
public agencies at times erode 
rather than protect our “quality of 
life,” most often with “politically 
correct” ordinances and adminis-
tration.
 A major part of our “quality of life” is keeping 
Menlo Park an affordable place to live. And for the 
homeowner, it is the freedom to make his or her 
home their castle, with the freedom to create and 
care for their own environment.
 Unfortunately, if the city staff and City Council 
have their way, how you design and maintain your 
landscaping will be a matter requiring conformity 
to a litany of municipal code requirements at a 
significant added cost to the homeowner, includ-
ing time and costs for plan check and building 
permits, for landscape architects, irrigation design 
consultants, not to mention the deed restriction 
that will need to be filed at the county. And when 

you think that you have spent enough, you have 
the cost of an irrigation audit performed by a 
certified irrigation consultant every five years. 
And, then there are the costs of enforcement, a 
city cost, and potential fines.
 Amazingly, when asked to do outreach on 
this item, the city staff consulted with our water 
service providers. Because this will become a 
new burden for homeowners, it probably makes 

more sense to schedule a meeting with inter-
ested homeowners to inform and field their 
concerns before enacting such an onerous 
ordinance.
 How do we currently discourage exces-
sive water use? It is the tiered water rate 
program that is currently employed by our 
water providers and approved by the Califor-
nia Public Utilities Commission. Unit water 
costs increase the more water you use. If you 
don’t use water prudently, you will see some 
seriously expensive water bills.
 In this case I think the better approach is 
the carrot rather than the stick. Most every-

one wants to do the right thing; it is an inherent 
human quality. Perhaps education and incentives 
are the answer. With sponsorship from landscape 
designers, contractors and perhaps even Sunset 
magazine, quarterly classes at the city’s recre-
ation center could be offered in fundamental 
landscape and irrigation design, with emphasis 
on better water management. Another possible 
incentive: The city could waive or reduce the 
cost of building permits and inspection fees for 
landscape projects that conform to an elective 
water management standard.
 Think about it. Should the city be the adversary 
or the partner?

Michael Lambert is a Menlo Park architect.

First, do no harm
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Truly Integrative Wellness in Woodside
2920 Woodside Rd. Woodside, CA 94062 (650) 851.4747

Learn More and Sign Up for Classes at www.WellnessStudio.com

Pilates  |  Yoga  |  Contour  |  Class or Private  |  Acupuncture  
Massage Therapy  |  Nutrition Counseling  |  Physical Therapy

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Get local news updates FREE in your e-mail inbox daily.
Sign up today at TheAlmanacOnline.com
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LOS ALTOS   167 S San Antonio Road  650.941.1111  |  PALO ALTO  578 University Avenue  650.323.1111
MENLO PARK  1550 El Camino Real, Ste 100  650.462.1111

APR COUNTIES  |  Santa Clara  |  San Mateo  |  San Francisco  |  Alameda  |  Contra Costa  |  Monterey  |  Santa Cruz

a p r . c o m
R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

LOS ALTOS $1,595,000
Well cared for 3bd/2ba home, conveniently located close to the 
Village with top Los Altos schools. 

LOS ALTOS HILLS      $2,695,000
Elegant country living minutes from the Village. Remodeled 
4bd/3.5ba surrounded by exquisite gardens.

MENLO PARK $1,975,000
Fabulous newer home on great street in West Menlo Park. Las 
Lomitas schools.

MENLO PARK $2,450,000
Rarely available west Menlo home on gorgeous lot in prime 
location. Menlo Park Schools.

PALO ALTO $1,950,000 
Award winning home built by architect Robert Peterson. 
Perfect for the comfort & convenience of downtown living.

WOODSIDE $1,995,000
Serene, private setting on 1+ level acre. Attractive 3bd/3ba 
contemporary home offers room for expansion.

PALO ALTO $1,699,000
A stately traditional, recently updated 5bd/2ba 2,790 sq ft 
home on a cul-de-sac in Midtown.

REDWOOD CITY $UPON REQUEST
Sophisticated, solar-powered, 12-year-old home on Atherton’s 
edge. 5bd/3ba offers a flexible floor plan. 3080+/- sf.

Maggie Heilman
650.543.1185

mheilman@apr.com

REDWOOD CITY $949,000
Updated Mt. Carmel craftsman on quiet, tree-lined street. 
3bd/2ba in main house.

MENLO PARK $1,325,000
Charming, remodeled home on quiet street in prime, central 
Willows neighborhood.

Lynn Wilson Roberts
650.209.1563

lwilsonroberts@apr.com

Shari Ornstein
650.814.6682

Sornstei@apr.com

Judy Bogard-
Tanigami

650.209.1603
Judyand

Sheri.com

Sheri 
Hughes

650.209.1608
Judyand

Sheri.com

Monica Corman
650.543.1164

mcorman@apr.com

Ellen 
Ashley

650.888.1886  
eashley

@apr.com

Shari 
Ornstein

650.814.6682  
sornstei

@apr.com

Arti 
Miglani

650.804.6942
amiglani

@apr.com

David 
Olerich

650.543.1059 
dolerich

@apr.com

Judy Bogard-
Tanigami

650.209.1603
Judyand

Sheri.com

Sheri 
Hughes

650.209.1608
Judyand

Sheri.com

Kyra Gebhardt
650.740.1811
kyra@apr.com

Joe & Mary
Merkert

650.543.1156
jmerkert@apr.com

OPEN SUNDAY

COMING SOON!

OPEN SUNDAY!

A MUST SEE!


