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plaza on a section of Santa Cruz Avenue is
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center. Sketch courtesy city of Menlo Park.
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REALTORS

ATHERTON

Traditional home overflowing with
charm and elegance, surrounded
by lush gardens. Features a
mahogany paneled library, hand
carved marble fireplace in living
room, large French Country kitchen
and great room, huge master with
sitting room upstairs, black bottom
pool, and pool house.

$5,999,000

1 PALO ALTO

Charm and quality abound in this
beautifully remodeled 4bd/4ba
home in desirable Southgate.
Light-filled living and dining rooms
with hardwood floors, and French
doors to a private garden with brick
patios and lush greenery. Ground
floor master suite, roof deck with
western hill views, and 2-car
garage.

| $2,250,000

MENLO PARK

Remodeled 3bd/2.5ba bright
townhome with Brazilian cherry
hardwood floors, cherry cabinetry,
granite countertops, stainless
steel appliances and new carpets
in hall and bedrooms. Panoramic
golf course views from patio and
deck make an excellent place for
entertaining.

$1,250,000

MENLO PARK OFFICE 1550 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 100 650.462.1111
WOODSIDE OFFICE 2930 WOODSIDE ROAD 650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Fracisco | Marin | Sonoma | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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UPFRONT

Man killed by train was investigated for
involvement in Atherton elder abuse case

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

]on Armstrong, the pedes-

trian who died after being

hit by a train on Friday, April
2, in San Bruno was a 52-year-
old Menlo Park resident who
was being investigated by the
Atherton Police Department on
suspicion of abusing an elderly
Atherton woman.

He was hit at about 6:30 a.m.
in the pedestrian crossing area at
the north end of the San Bruno
Caltrain station, Caltrain spokes-
woman Christine Dunn said.

An autopsy was being per-
formed, and a ruling on whether
his death was a suicide is still
pending, said a spokeswoman
for the San Mateo County coro-
ner’s office on Monday, April 5.

Mr. Armstrong’s death brings
a sudden climax to a messy saga
that has been talked about in
Atherton for months. The story,
involving a wealthy Atherton
widow in failing health, allega-
tions of undue influence, withheld

medical care and elder abuse, and
a dramatic intervention by con-
cerned friends, is being revealed
through court documents in the
civil conservatorship case.

In January, Mr. Armstrong was
served with a temporary restrain-
ing order to keep him away from
the 8l1-year-old alleged victim.
A petition filed in San Mateo
County Superior Court on Feb.
3 accuses Mr. Armstrong of
financial and physical abuse. The
victim is described in the docu-
ments as having a long history of
alcoholism and bipolar disorder.

The petition to place the elderly
woman’s affairs under the super-
vision of a conservator alleges
that Mr. Armstrong was “causing
(the victim)’s health to deteriorate
toward death so that he could
inherit her estate under documents
he influenced her to prepare.”

Mr. Armstrong’s attorney,
Daniel Barton, did not return
The Almanac’s telephone request
for comment by the Monday
press deadline.

Walter Shjeflo, the attorney

representing the victim’s only
child, said he’s meeting with Mr.
Armstrong’s attorneys this week
to assess the situation in light of
Mr. Armstrong’s death. “We’re
going to try to handle it in a fair
and humane manner,” he told
The Almanac.

“It’s a very sad situation. My
condolences to Mr. Armstrong’s
family,” said Atherton resident Jon
Buckheit, who was appointed the
elderly woman’s temporary con-
servator by the court. “Whether
this will have an impact on the
future proceedings, it seems to
me that Mr. Armstrong cannot,
by nature of his death, continue to
object. I will continue to cooper-
ate and do what I can.”

Sgt. Sherman Hall of the
Atherton police department
confirmed that he was in the
midst of investigating a com-
plaint of elder abuse involving
fraud through theft and deceit,
as well as abuse through depri-
vation of medical care. With Mr.

See ARMSTRONG, page 16
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Inquilinos (The Phantom Tenants) and
Sondtono (Dreamtone), which was awarded
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and Languages (DLCL) at Stanford University.
Contact info: dianejak@stanford.edu or 650-725-8620
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-6558. Copyright ©2010
by Embarcadero Media, All rights reserved. Reproduction
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WISE JONAS

DLCL WRITER IN RESIDENGE

Poetry Reading (Bilingual in Portuguese and English)
Tuesday, April 13, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Pigott Hall (Bldg. 260), Room 216
Stanford University’s Main Quad
Refreshments at 5:00; Reading at 5:30

Café Primavera

Nestled in the heard of Allied Ards Geuld.
28 Arbor Koad, Menlo Park (650) 321-$510

Serving Monday
through Saturday
'

Breakfast 10am-11:30am
Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm
Tea & Desserts 2pm-4pm

cp cafe primavera

ATER EVENT PLANNING

Free ti—Fi = Mention this ad and recenve 18% ofF

A TASTE oF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. £l Camino Real, Mtn. View
(650) 938-2020
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

(offee & Tea

Connoisseur (offee (o.
2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood (ity
(650)369-5250 9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat.
(offee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula" call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

FREE Seminar for Parents
Raising Kids in Our 24/7 Digital World

Learn about the influence of media on how kids
think, play, learn, and communicate.

Get practical tips on how to help elementary and

middle school aged children navigate this 24/7
digital world in a safe, smart, and responsible way.

Tuesday, April 27
7:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Bethany Lutheran Church
1095 Cloud Avenue, Menlo Park

Guest Speaker:
Jeanne Shannon, Common Sense Media

Jeanne Shannon is a professional speaker, seminar leader and classroom trainer. Since 1993,
she has been speaking to parents, educators, church groups, youth groups and students about
the pervasive and powerful impact of mass media on our lives. Her seminars are highly
experiential, including participant discussions and activities.

SEATING IS LIMITED AND IS ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS.
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Go to www.bethany-mp.org/speakers to make your reservation!

Or email lindab@bethany-mp.org or call 650-854-5897, ext. 210.
Please provide your name, phone number, email address, and number of people attending.

Common Sense Media is dedicated to improving the lives of kids and families by providing the
trustworthy information, education, and independent voice they need to thrive in a world of media
and technology.
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CITY OF MENLO PARK MUNICIPAL
WATER DISTRICT PROPOSING
WATER RATE INCREASES

Find your strength

at the YMCA.
Try us FREE for 1 week!

COMMUNITY MEETING
APRIL 21, 2010
6:30-8:00 P.M.
BURGESS RECREATION CENTER, ROOM 118
700 ALMA STREET, MENLO PARK

“My time to unwind, my well being, my
family’s best investment-that’s my Y.”
-YMCA Member

The City of Menlo Park Municipal Water District purchases all of the
water it provides to its customers from the San Francisco Public
Utilities Commission (SFPUC).The SFPUC is planning, designing,
and constructing multiple improvement projects to increase the
safety and reliability of their Hetch Hetchy water supply system.
In order to finance these improvements, the SFPUC has increased
the wholesale water prices by more than 60% over the last four
years and projects that their prices will double over the next five
years. The City of Menlo Park Municipal Water District is proposing
to phase in a series of water rate increases over the next five years
as a result of these SFPUC wholesale rate increases.

Get your free trial and enter to win great
prizes like a 6-month YMCA membership!
Visit ymcasv.org/giveaway by April 18.

The City’s water rates currently consist of three components: (1) a
fixed monthly charge based on meter size; (2) a capital surcharge
per hundred cubic feet, ccf; and (3) a water usage charge based
on metered water consumption. Rate increases are being con-
sidered for each component. The City will also be considering
different rate structures for metered water consumption.

Trial is for consecutive days and must start by 4/24/10.
See YMCA for details.

V' YMCA of Silicon Valley
(408) 351-6400

The City will hold a Community Meeting to present information
and answer any questions relating to the proposed rate increases.
Information will also be available at the meeting to assist customers
who would like to reduce their water bills through water conservation.

Information is also available on the City’s website at
www.MenloPark.org or by phone at (650) 330-6740.

On Sale Grocery

ROBERTS MARKE T

SINCE 1389

. .~ 3015 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511,
442&Alplne Road Portola Valley, 650-851: 1ﬂ11

6 oz — also Spanish-Almond-Grand Herb ’
NEAR EAST ORIGINAL SI Q

RICE PILAF

Open 6:30AM - 8PM Mg Ny 12 count — Also Variety
o NATURE VALLEY OATS 52]9
Deli Department & HONEY GRANOLA BARS
Flame and Thompson New from our breakfast selection: Z)MSE AAISRSW\(%YER SMOKED
SEEDLESS GRAPES Chorizo Scrambled Eggs Szﬂ
o SR e OVEN ROASTED TURKEY
Chorizo Burrito .
The fops! ¢ 5 0z — Also Pepperoni
BROCCOLI CROWNS 99 We also offer: CELESTE ORIGINAL SJu
Breakfast sandwiches with eggs, FOUR CHEESE PIZZA
Clip tops 4 9( bacon or sausage Topped with cheese 4 oz — Also Oxgen Whitening
LOOSE CARROTS Ib Croissant Sandwiches with Ham, COLGATE WHITENING SZE
red peppers, onions & cheese TOOTHPASTE GEL
And a variety of different coffees to
Meat and Seafood cheer up your morning
ALASKAN S 98 Wine and Spirits
HALIBUT b :
Spl‘ mﬁ 2008 Napa Cellars Chardonnay sale $12.99 ryg 51799
% as 5 pr{,{hﬁ Napa Cellars Chardonnay has a proven track record
S 4 98 . e of producing rich, delicious wines at reasonable prices.
B-B-BA(K RIBS — WiT;;rsl.e}tIc;Eer:e :lfletvtv leVZ pl;iece Take advantage of this great deal before it goes away.
Chardonnays to get you started. Sale prices are net and do not receive any volume discounts
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Atherton poised to settle John Johns lawsuit

B Former finance director to receive $225,000 payment and
good reference, and forfeit the right to sue Charles Marsala.

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

r I Yhe town of Atherton and former
finance director John Johns are
poised to sign an agreement award-

ing him about $225,000 to settle a lawsuit

he filed over his firing by the town in

October 2007.

Mr. Johns confirmed rumors that have
been buzzing through the town’s rumor
mill that the settlement agreement
includes a provision that the town would
rehire Mr. Johns, who would then resign.
The town would also write him a letter of
recommendation, he confirmed.

The settlement also stipulates that Mr.
Johns would forfeit the right to sue the

town or Councilman Charles Marsala,
who made public statements alleging
misconduct by Mr. Johns. “Frankly, I
had no interest in doing so,” he told The
Almanac.

But, he added, “one thing I insisted on
was that I’d be allowed to speak publicly
on my experiences,” he said — a matter on
the table during settlement negotiations.

Mr. Johns was fired after being put
on administrative leave for two months
while a private attorney hired by the
town conducted an investigation into
complaints against him. The hostile
workplace charges were not substanti-
ated, but the investigator’s report painted
Mr. Johns as a bully who may have
improperly done outside work while on

the town’s time.

Mr. Johns maintains that he was tar-
geted for blowing the whistle on fiscal
improprieties in Atherton’s building and
other departments. He has called the
report from the investigation flawed and
inaccurate.

In July 2008, following an investigation,
the San Mateo County District Attorney’s
office declined to prosecute Mr. Johns on
allegations that he used town comput-
ers or time that should have been spent
working for the town to pursue outside
jobs, actions that could constitute a theft
or misuse of public funds.

The settlement with Mr. Johns would
be the second large pay-out to a former
employee the town has made in the last
four and a half months. In November, the
town signed a $230,000 settlement agree-
ment with former police officer Pilar

Ortiz-Buckley, who sued Atherton for
sexual harassment by a town employee
and for alleged retaliation for her com-
plaining about the employee’s alleged
behavior.

Mr. Johns had filed an earlier “wrong-
ful termination” lawsuit, and offered to
settle the matter for a $10,000 pay-out,
he said. When the town refused, he
abandoned the lawsuit, but filed another
after a criminal investigation by the San
Mateo County District Attorney’s Office
was dropped.

Regarding the as-yet unsigned settle-
ment agreement, Mr. Johns said in an
e-mail that he is “grateful for the official
recognition by the town for the good
work that I did. T am in private practice
now. The skill I acquired and the lessons

See JOHNS, page 8

Mediation
fails to
restart talks

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

r I Yhe March 25 mediation
session between the Men-
lo Park Fire Protection

District and its firefighters ended

in fizzled hopes that the two

parties would resolve enough
differences to return to the bar-
gaining table, according to Chief

Harold Schapelhouman of the

fire district.

“Unfortunately, disappointingly,
mediation was not successful,” Mr.
Schapelhouman said. “There is no
plan at this point to have another
mediation session.”

The firefighters have been
working without a contract since
July 2008. Negotiations ceased in
May or June 2009, and on June
15, the firefighters’ association
filed a grievance with the state’s
Public Employee Relations Board
(PERB) alleging bad faith and
“regressive” bargaining on the
part of the district.

Last week’s mediation session

Park in 2009, but
storefronts stayed
occupied in the
downtown area.
Linda Gullotta,

Connecticut, peers
into a boutique on
Santa Cruz Avenue.

Business was
slow in Menlo
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was an attempt “to go back to
the negotiations table,” said
John Wurdinger, a district fire
captain who represents the fire-
fighters. “But we don’t plan on
meeting with them again at this
point in time.”

Chief Schapelhouman said the
decision not to continue with
mediation was “their decision, not
ours. I personally didn’t feel we
were through with mediation.”

See MP FIRE, page 8

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

mployment was down in
EMenlo Park in 2009. So

were sales-tax revenues,
the amount of venture capital
funds invested in local busi-
nesses, and office space occu-
pancy rates.

Just about any way you mea-
sure it, in fact, business activ-
ity fell off from the previous
year. That’s according to the

city’s business development
department, which recently
put together a presentation on
the issue for the City Council.

“Each person has their own
charts or indicators that they
think are telling, everyone is
trying to read the tea leaves,”
David Johnson, the city’s busi-
ness development manager,
said in an interview. “This is
our local version of that.”

The data in the city’s Power-

Point presentation was drawn
from numerous sources,
including federal agencies, such
as the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics; PricewaterhouseCoopers
Money Tree Report for venture
capital investing; and a survey
by the city’s business develop-
ment department and infor-
mation from Cornish & Carey
for office vacancy rates.
According to the presenta-
tion, businesses citywide shed

864 jobs from the end of 2008
to October 2009, and the city’s
unemployment rate rose from
3.8 percent to 6.9 percent. Its
office vacancy rate was the
highest it had been since 2005,
but wasn’t as high as it had
been in the years following the
dot-com bust.

Venture capital investments
in city businesses fell from

See BUSINESS, page 8
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THE RIGHT TEAM SAVES ARIGHT HAND.

A broken window almost closed the door on Alexandre Acra’s use of
his right hand. The accident severed two major nerves and a tendon in
Alexandre’s wrist. Having one of the best pediatric hand surgeons in the
world right in the neighborhood came in, well, handy. After surgery, a
cast and a splint, and several weeks of rehabilitation, Alexandre’s back
in full force: giving two thumbs up to his team at Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital.

Visit www.lpch.org to see more success stories.
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A little girl looks into the Easter window display at Walgreens on Santa Cruz Avenue in Menlo Park.

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Second meeting on councilman’s ‘improper’ conduct set for April 7

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

second special Atherton City

Council meeting to discuss

“alleged improper official
conduct and allegations that council
member (Charles) Marsala is not
a resident of the town” is set for
Wednesday, April 7, at 6 p.m. in the
council chambers, 94 Ashfield Road
in Atherton.

A meeting on the topic was con-
vened Friday afternoon, March
26, but was canceled for lack of
a quorum. Only Mayor Kathy
McKeithen and Councilman Jim
Dobbie showed up, and those two
council members held an informal
meeting to hear from residents who
showed up.

Mr. Marsala has been harshly
criticized for asking resident Jon
Buckheit, who is suing the town,
for a $500,000 loan in August of
last year. He also has been accused
of no longer living in Atherton,
although council members are
legally required to live in the towns
they serve.

Mr. Marsala is renting out his
Emilie Avenue home to a Stanford
Hospital patient and her family, and
said the family needs to remain in
the house at least through part of
April. He said he has been living
with friends in town.

Mr. Marsala said he didn’t know
Mr. Buckheit was planning to sue
the town when he asked him to
help him secure a loan, although
Mr. Buckheit had filed a legal claim
against the town on April 9 2009.
Filing a claim against a public
agency is the legally required first

B ATHERTION

step before filing a lawsuit.

In an interview with The Alma-
nac, Mr. Marsala said the claim
didn’t come before the council until
mid-July, and the council voted
unanimously to reject it. Because it
was on the consent calendar, there
was no discussion of it, and “I con-
sidered it closed,” he said.

According to City Council
agendas from 2009, the council
met in closed sessions to discuss
legal actions filed by Mr. Buckheit
against the town on April 15, May
20, June 17, and July 15.

Mr. Buckheit filed a lawsuit
against the town in federal court on
Oct. 20, alleging police misconduct
during a domestic dispute at his
house in 2008 that resulted in his
arrest. He was never charged with
a crime, and recently won a court
declaration of factual innocence in
the matter.

Town attorney Wynne Furth, in
an analysis of questions surround-
ing Mr. Marsala’s loan request and
residency prepared for the April
7 special meeting, said that Mr.
Marsala asked Mr. Buckheit for
financial assistance in August 2009.
“The recession had led banks to
change their lending practices and
Mr. Marsala’s usual sources of com-
mercial lending were unavailable,”
she wrote. “The proposed loan was
a four-year loan secured by Mr.
Marsala’s house at an interest rate
of 8 percent.”

In a Sept. 23 e-mail, “Mr.
Buckheit informed Mr. Marsala
that he could not assist him with

aloan or arranging a loan,” Ms.
Furth wrote.

In her analysis, Ms. Furth
detailed two laws that govern
conflict of interest on the part
of public officials: the Political
Reform Act and Government
Code Section 1090. The laws deal
primarily with whether the offi-
cial has a financial interest.

“Based on the information that
Council Member Marsala has pro-
vided, he did not violate any con-
flict of interest rules because he had
no financial interest in any of the
decisions in which he participated,”
she wrote.

Mr. Marsala has stated “that he
will recuse himself from future
discussions concerning Mr. Buck-
heit’s lawsuits,” she wrote. “We
believe this is a sound position.
Because council members are
elected to make decisions, recusal
is not something to be done lightly.
However, the principle of avoiding
both actual and apparent conflicts
of interest takes precedence.”

The analysis is an expanded
version of a summary Ms. Furth
presented at the special March
26 meeting that was canceled for
lack ofa quorum. Itisa summary
of a thicker document provided
to council members, marked
“confidential.”

Mayor Kathy McKeithen said
she’d like to see the more detailed
review made available to the
public. “It’s very important to the
town,” she said. “I think the pub-
lic has a right to know what is in
that document. It was prepared
at taxpayer expense, and I don’t
see any reason why it should

remain confidential.”

Ms. McKeithen has been a
regular critic of Mr. Marsala
for years, and led the charge to
schedule the special meetings
to meet what she characterized
as the public’s demand for the
council to address the questions
surrounding Mr. Marsala.

Another critic, former Atherton
finance director John Johns, said
he intends to call for Mr. Marsala’s

resignation at the April 7 meeting.

Mr. Johns, fired from his job in
Qctober 2007, sued the town for
wrongful termination and is on
the verge of signing a settlement
agreement that would award him
$225,000 and other concessions.

During the town’s investigation
of Mr. Johns, Councilman Marsala
made a number of public state-
ments alleging wrongdoing on the
part of Mr. Johns. B

Free Disposal of
Hazardous Waste

Drop-off Event
' for Menlo Park Residents

Saturday
May 8th

— Appointment Required

To Make an Appointment
and Get Location Details:

Call 363-4718 Anytime
Or Visit
www.smhealth.org/hhw
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Mediation fails

to restart talks
MP FIRE

continued from page 5

The district board will meet in
closed session on April 20 to discuss
the status of the impasse, and give
staff direction on how to proceed,
Mr. Schapelhouman said.

The grievance

The PERB grievance was com-
posed of three general areas, one
of which was recently dismissed
by the regional attorney review-
ing the complaint, and two of
which were allowed to go forward
to a hearing by PERB, according
to Rick Bolanos, the district’s
attorney for labor negotiations.

He said the green-lighting of
the two elements of the grievance
wasn’t a ruling on their merits;
rather, it means that the allega-
tions deserve a hearing by PERB
to determine if they are true.

Mr. Wurdinger said firefight-
ers wanted to try mediation
rather than wait for a PERB
hearing because of the length of
time required for the process,
which can be well over a year.
“Our goal is not to win the
PERB case; our goal is to get a
contract,” he said.

He noted that firefighters
haven’t had a salary increase for
nearly three years, and have had
no increase in medical benefits
for nearly five years.

The district has said the fire-
tighters were asking for sub-
stantial raises in each year of a
multi-year contract, including an
11 percent raise in the first year.
Before talks broke off last year,
the district was proposing to post-
pone pay raises until this year.

Mr. Wurdinger said last week
that the firefighters “are look-
ing for contract language, not
necessarily a dollar amount.”

He pointed to a recent Wall
Street Journal article on the dis-
trict’s strong financial position. “If
the fire district was under financial
hardship, they could legally (freeze
salaries),” he said. “If the fire dis-
trict was under financial hardship,
we’d let them do that.”

But the article said the district
is “in good financial shape. You
can’t have it both ways,” he said.

The district has curtailed
spending since the economic
downtown in late 2008, post-
poning capital purchases and
construction. It has also guard-
ed its $2.5 million reserve, con-
sidering it “a fund of last resort,”
Chief Schapelhouman told the
Almanac last year.

Property tax revenue has been
flat as a result of the recession
and falling housing prices, and
the district’s employee costs are
rising in proportion to the over-
all budget.

View of the Rosewood Sand Hill campus from the balcony of Madera restaurant.

Rosewood hotel celebrates one year in business

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

year since the Rosewood
ASand Hill resort opened
in Menlo Park, things
couldn’t be better, according to
Managing Director Mike Casey.
Mr. Casey’s interview with
The Almanac was brief, but it
was long on superlatives. “This
has been the fastest year of my
hotel life,” he said. “It’s been
such a sensational success that
every month is busier than the
one before.”

He declined to provide many
specific details, but did say
that hotel occupancy rates have
improved each month since it
opened. The resort began with
250 employees, and now boasts
350, he said.

While the city of Menlo Park
does not disclose tax revenues
generated by specific businesses,
its hotel tax receipts increased
by $140,000 in the first quarter
after Rosewood opened, and by
$256,000 in the third quarter.

As a point of reference, the
latter number is more than the

downtown area generated in
sales tax in the same quarter.

A consultant hired by the city
had estimated the hotel would
produce $1.1 million in tax reve-
nue in its first year of operation.

“It’s met all of our expecta-
tions, and then some,” Mr.
Casey said, acknowledging
that those expectations were
informed by the regional and
global economic picture.

The biggest surprise has been
the hotel’s ability to tap the
“leisure” market, according to
Mr. Casey. He quoted from a

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

thank-you letter from an Ather-
ton family that had just come
across his desk. The family spent
a weekend at the resort, saying
they felt as if they had visited a
faraway land.

“We have a product that is
very accessible, people can get
away without investing the time
required to go elsewhere,” he
said. “You literally feel like you've
gone somewhere, with very little
time and effort required.

“We’re delighted to be here,
and we’re looking forward to
year two.” B

BUSINESS

continued from page 5

$166 million in the third quarter
0f 2008 to a low of $49.5 million
in the second quarter of 2009.
There were, however, a few
bright spots in the PowerPoint
presentation. Vacancies along
Santa Cruz Avenue were only
about 7 percent as of early this
year, and only about 11 percent
of El Camino Real proper-
ties were unoccupied, including
“chronically vacant” buildings
such as the abandoned car lots.
A DNA sequencing company
with headquarters in Menlo
Park, Pacific Biosciences, drew
a $68 million investment from
a venture capital fund in 2009.
The firm plans to move into a
30,000-square-foot headquar-
ters currently under construc-
tion in east Menlo Park.
Revenue from the city’s hotel
tax grew steadily quarter-by-
quarter, as business improved at
the recently opened Rosewood
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Sand Hill hotel.

Office vacancies were highest
in the “light industrial” area
east of U.S. 101, which is in the
midst of a slow transition to
support more “life sciences”
and medical device companies.
The city hopes to begin work
soon on a master plan to enable
several major property owners
to redevelop their land.

The city is also in talks with
several electric car manufacturers
looking to open an assembly plant,

according to Mr. Johnson, the
business development manager.
He wasn’t as hopeful about
prospects for filling the vacant
auto dealerships on El Camino
Real. “The buildings are so
dilapidated at this point, it
would cost so much to rehabili-
tate them, that it’s almost a non-
starter,” he said. Leases on those
properties all expire by 2012,
by which time the city hopes to
have a long-term plan in place to
allow them to be redeveloped.

While vacancies weren’t wide-
spread downtown, sales tax
receipts from downtown busi-
nesses shrank from $261,000 in
the second quarter of 2008 to
$214,000 in the second quarter
of 2009, according to Finance
Director Carol Augustine.

Citywide, sales tax revenues in
the third quarter of 2009 fell by
$335,000 — about 20 percent
— from the same quarter in
2008, a bigger percentage drop
than the statewide decline. B

JOHNS

continued from page 5

I learned as Atherton’s finance
director have proven invaluable
to me in this new life.”

He also praised friends, sup-
porters — even his wife — for
standing by him throughout a
painful ordeal. Among those he
named is Mayor Kathy McKei-
then, who, he said, “exercised
moral courage, who risked her
own political career by issuing a

sworn declaration in support of
my challenge to the validity of the
investigative report” on him.

Mr. Johns served as the
town’s top financial officer
from November 2001 until he
was fired in October 2007 by
Atherton’s interim city manager,
Wende Protzman.

His public profile rose during
the 2006 audits of the Atherton
Building Department and the
concurrent investigation of the
department by the San Mateo

County Civil Grand Jury.

The town has yet to determine
the costs of fighting Mr. Johns’
lawsuit, according to Assistant
City Manager Eileen Wilkerson,
who explained that City Man-
ager Jerry Gruber has been
working on tallying the pay-
ments from various attorneys
involved in the case, but has not
finished the project. &

Staff writer Andrea Gemmet con-
tributed to this report.
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Police report string of property crimes

Criminals got away with
goods and cash valued at around
$18,000 in a string of Menlo Park
property crimes between March
26 and April 1, according to the
Menlo Park Police Department.

Among the incidents:

B At Applewood Pizza at the
corner of Menlo Avenue and El
Camino Real, thieves broke into
the office and stole a $300 safe

containing $5,400 and tampered
with cash register and a TV.

B At the Rosewood Sand Hill
Hotel, a guest reported missing
a pair of gold diamond earrings,
a gold pendant, and a platinum
necklace on March 31, for a total
loss of $2,350.

B At BoardVantage, a cor-
porate-security firm on Marsh
Road, burglars broke in and

stole two laptop computer val-
ued at $2,600.

B At Bayfront Park, someone
broke into a vehicle and stole a
purse with a wallet, cell phone
and cash for a total loss of
$5,350.

Though not a property crime,
per se, a victim in the 300 block
of Terminal Avenue lost $7,600
to identity theft, police said.

High school district refines initial offer to Everest

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

he new and “final” offer of
Thigh school district facili-

ties to Everest (charter)
Public High School for the 2010-
11 school year is a refinement
and upgrade to the Sequoia
Union High School District’s
first offer and includes an open-
ness to discuss alternatives.

The new proposal, delivered
by Assistant Superintendent
James Lianides to the governing
board on March 31, would still
have Everest’s 200 freshmen and
sophomores on the campus of
Woodside High School rather
than Everest’s preference for the
campus of Sequoia High School
in Redwood City, and the tenancy
would still be for one year only.

But Everest would have more
room — the equivalent of nine
and a half classrooms instead of
the first offer’s eight — would
not need to set up its own library
and media center, and would not
have to provide its own physical
education equipment.

Everest rejected the board’s
first offer on March 1 and has
until May 1 to respond to this
one, with a two-week window
to propose an alternative.

Everest, in its first year of
a two-year lease in an office
building in Redwood City, is
entitled to facilities because the
Sequoia district, in its recent
construction bond campaigns,
employed a provision allow-
ing passage with less than the
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The

two-thirds majority normally
required for tax increases.

The Summit Institute, Ever-
est’s parent corporation, is suing
the Sequoia district over an
allegedly illegal offer of facilities
in East Palo Alto last year.

The Woodside campus offer
includes three classrooms plus
offices in the B wing, three
classrooms in the E wing, and
labs in the C and H wings.

As for the library, gyms and
other non-classroom spaces, a
formula would allow Everest
use of each of these facilities for
about 30 minutes a day. In align-
ing schedules, Everest may end
up with the first 30 minutes of
the day or an hour every other
day, Mr. Lianides said.

“This particular offer reflects
the work of staff to provide a
(legally) compliant offer,” Mr.
Lianides said. “Tt meets the let-
ter and spirit of the law (and) is
really attempting to provide rea-
sonably equivalent facilities.”

Alternatives

The Sequoia board debated then
unanimously agreed to a proposal
by member Chris Thomsen to
discuss with Everest alternatives
to moving to Woodside — such
as staying put — if the discussion
occurs within two weeks.

These legally required first-of-
the-month offers and counter-
offers is a “back-and-forth that is
very limited,” Mr. Thomsen not-
ed. “The law allows two parties
to reach an alternative agreement
if both parties are agreeable.”

Mr. Lianides told The Alma-
nac that he sent this proposal to
Everest via U.S. mail as a cover
letter with a package made up
of another letter and the offer
itself. They were expected to
arrive on April 2 or 5.

This package, without the
alternatives-discussion language
but with other board-proposed
edits, was e-mailed to Everest
chief negotiator Diane Tavenner
on March 31. The “alternatives”
language was unavailable in elec-
tronic form, Mr. Lianides said.

Sequoia attorney David Levy
said in an interview that the first
letter was more of a formal doc-
ument, and that a second letter
was “a cleaner way of doing it.”

Ms. Tavenner would likely hear
about it anyway because Everest
Executive Director Jon Deane
attended the board meeting, Mr.
Lianides and board President Oliv-
ia Martinez told The Almanac.

Discussing alternatives lets the
camel’s nose under the tent, board
member Lorraine Rumley warned.
“As soon as (Everest officials) read
that, they’re not going to go past
the first paragraph,” she said.

But as it stands, Ms. Martinez
said, the offer has “a very high
impact” on Woodside High.

Everest knew what it was get-
ting into when it asked for cam-
pus space, board member Don
Gibson said.

Asked to comment, Mr. Deane
noted that the offer is “unclear”
on several details but that the
“chance to continue the dialog is
a good sign.” O
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All Natural,

BeezSoap 'k”%f

> Natural, Handcrafted Soaps,
Oils, Lip Balms & Essences
Made With Beeswax & Love!

Learn to make your own
Handcrafted Soap.

Hands on Basic Beginning Classes.

You will take home all the equipment
needed to continue making your own soap.
Make your own 4 |b batch of soap to take home.
Extra recipes and ideas shared.

Call or email for availability
650.364.0492 Beezsoap@gmail.com

k Soap and soaping oils etc. also available for purchase. J

There’s a new flavor in town

The Mix is
Open Daily

11:00am - 9:00pm

11:00am - 10:00pm Fri & Sat
Serving Frozen Yogurt, Toppings,
Smoothies & Other Treats

Proudly serving Blue Bottle Coffee
Jue and baked goods by Butterscotch Bakery
% o Free Wi-Fi

THE MIX A FROZEN YOGURT TREATERY
3536 ALAMEDA DE LAS PULGAS #3
Next to Avanti Pizza, Menlo Park, CA 94025

www.themixyogurt.com ¢ 650-854-MIX1 (6491)

1]] ALLIED ARTS GUILD

75 ARBOR RD ~ MENLO PARK

Come Vvisit us and
enjoy the trangil
peace and beauty
unique in our
fast-paced world...

FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.ALLIEDARTSGUILD.ORG
Or CaLL (650) 322-2405

“Sequoia Center
saved my life”

HE SEQUOIA CENTER
Thelps families recover
the balance in their lives from
the effects of abusing alcohol
and other drugs. Our services
are offered in a warm and
caring environment by trained
staff dedicated to helping
individuals gain control over

their lives.

—Call today 650-364-5504
to schedule a FREE, confidential
assessment with one
of our Specialists.

_Sequoia

NTER
f'CE{ HEALTH - HOPE « RECOVERY

The Sequoia Center is licensed through
the State of California to deliver:

- Medical Detoxification

- Qutpatient Treatment (Day & Evening)
- Residential Treatment

- Partial Hospitalization/Day Treatment

650 Main Street, Redwood City ® 800-997-5504 ¢ www.sequoiacenter.com
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Palo Alto Center
795 El Camino Real

Lecture and Workshops 650-853-4873

Don’t Leave Home Without It:
What the Traveler Needs to Know
Presented by Gary Fujimoto, M.D.
PAMF Travel Medicine

Tuesday, Apr. 13, 7 — 8:30 p.m.

Living Well Classes 650-853-2960

Taking Charge of Your Body
Mondays, Apr. 12 — May 24, 6 — 8 p.m.

Managing Your High Blood Pressure
Wednesday, Apr. 14, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m.

Adult Asthma Management
Saturday, May 1, 9 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Your Baby’s Doctor
Thursday, Apr. 15, 7 — 9 p.m.

Functional Spine Training
First Monday of each month,
5-6:30 p.m., 650-853-4873

What You Need to Know
About Warfarin (Coumadin)
Call for dates and time.

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes 650-853-2961

Focus on Living: Prostate Cancer
Monday, Apr. 19, 4:30 — 6 p.m.

Adult Weight Management Group
Thursdays, 5:30 — 7 p.m.

Bariatric Pre-Op Class
First Tuesday of each month,
9:30 a.m. — noon

Bariatric Nutrition SMA
First Tuesday of each month,
10:30 a.m. — noon

Prediabetes

First Monday of the month, 9 — 11:30
a.m., and every other month of the
third Wednesday, 4:30 — 7 p.m. Also in
Redwood Shores.

Living Well with Diabetes
Tuesdays, 4:30 — 7 p.m., or Fridays,
9:30 — noon

Heart Smart Class
Third and fourth Tuesday of every other
month, 5:30 — 8:30 p.m.

Healthy Eating Type 2 Diabetes
Every other month on the third
Wednesday, 5:30 — 8:30 p.m.

Gestational Diabetes
Wednesdays, 2 — 4 p.m.

Pregnancy, Breastfeeding & Child Care Classes

Moving Through Pregnancy
Mondays, Apr. 5, 12 & 19 and May 3,
10& 17,7 -9 p.m., 650-853-2960

Preparing for Birth

Wednesdays, Apr. 7 —May 12, 7 —
9:15 p.m.; Saturday/Sunday, Apr. 17
& 18, 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.; Thursdays, May
6—-Jdun. 10, 7 - 9:15 p.m.,
650-853-2960

Preparing for Birth: A Refresher
Sunday, Apr. 11, 9a.m. -1 p.m,,
650-853-2960

Support Groups

Breastfeeding: Secrets for Success
Thursday, Apr. 22, 10 a.m. — noon,
650-853-2960

Raising Healthy & Happy Eaters! (for
parents of children aged 0 - 6)
Offered monthly in Palo Alto and Los
Altos. 650-853-2961

Introduction to Solids
Offered in Palo Alto. Please call for
dates, 650-853-2961.

Kidney
650-323-2225

Multiple Sclerosis
650-328-0179

Cancer Drug and Alcohol
650-342-3749 650-853-2904
CPAP Healing Imagery for
650-853-4729 Cancer Patients
DG 650-799-5512

650-224-7872

¢ A Sutter Health Affiliate

L%ﬂ Palo Alto Medical Foundation

Community Based, Not For Profit

Mountain View Center

701 E. El Camino Real

Lecture and Workshops 650-934-7373 —
Thriving in Stressful Times

Presented by Julia Forbes, Ph.D. -
Wednesday, Apr. 14, 7 — 8 p.m. e

HMR Weight Management Program 650-404-8260
Free orientation session. Tuesdays, noon — 1 p.m., and Thursdays, 5 — 6:30 p.m.

Lifesteps® Weight Management 650-934-7373
Thursday, Apr. 15, 6 — 7:15 p.m.

Living Well Classes 650-934-7373

Ash Kickers Smoking Cessation
Tuesday, Apr. 13, 6 — 7:30 p.m.

Mind/Body Stress Management
Monday, Apr. 19, 7 —= 9 p.m.

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes 650-934-7177

Heart Smart Class Diabetes Class (two-part class)
Second Tuesday of each month, Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. — noon and
Wednesdays, 2 — 4:30 p.m.

3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Prediabetes

Third Thursday of each month,

2 — 4 p.m. Fourth Tuesday of each
month, 3 -5 p.m.

Sweet Success
Gestational Diabetes Class
Wednesdays, 9 a.m. — noon

Pregnancy, Breastfeeding and Child Care Classes

Breastfeeding Your Newborn Infant Emergencies and CPR
Monday or Tuesday, Apr. 5, 6 or 12 and  Wednesday, Apr. 21 and May 5,
May 3 or 4, 6:30 — 9 p.m. 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.

Feeding Your Toddler Baby Care

Tuesday, Apr. 6, 7 -9 p.m. Wednesday, Apr. 21, 6:30 -8 p.m.,
GIR @R e and Saturday, Apr. 24, 10:30 a.m. —
Thursdays, Apr. 8, 22 and May 6, nleell

6:30 -8 p.m.

Preparing for Baby

Tuesday, Apr. 13, 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.
Childbirth Preparation

Thursdays, Fridays or Saturdays, Apr.
15, 30 and May 1. Times vary by class.

What to Expect With Your Newborn
Tuesday, Apr. 20, 7 — 8 p.m.

Introduction to Solids
Monday, Apr. 26, 10:30 a.m. — noon

For all, register online or call
650-934-7373.

Free Appointments 650-934-7373
HICAP Counseling, Advance Health Care Directive Counseling,
General Social Services (visits with our social worker)

Support Groups 650-934-7373
AWAKE Bariatric Surgery

Breastfeeding

For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures and
health education resources, visit: pamf.org.
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Menlo Park council may
vote on terms for proposed
Bohannon development

One of the largest land devel-
opment proposals in Menlo
Park history will be the sole
item of regular business on the
agenda for Menlo Park’s City
Council at its meeting Tuesday,
April 6.

The council is expected to
weigh in on a “term sheet”
negotiated between the city and
the Bohannon Development
Co., outlining the conditions
under which a development pro-
posal for three eight-story office
buildings and a 230-room hotel
near Bayfront Expressway and
Marsh Road would be allowed
to proceed.

In exchange for major zon-
ing concessions, the Bohannon
company has agreed to com-
pletely offset the greenhouse
gas emissions of the buildings,
to reduce vehicle trips to and

from the site by 17 percent, to
guarantee a certain amount of
tax revenue for the city, and to
provide a flat payment of $1
million, among other things.

The council may decide
whether to proceed with the
approval process, or to renego-
tiate terms with the Bohannon
company.

The city has also released
a final environmental impact
report, revising sections of
the report and responding to
comments from residents and
regional agencies.

Go to is.gd/bfZ9C to view the
list of terms.

The council meeting will begin
at 5:30 p.m. in the council cham-
bers in the Civic Center complex,
with a 90-minute presentation
on the project. The regular meet-
ing will start at 7 p.m.

Solar seller forced to repay victims

By Jocelyn Dong
Palo Alto Weekly

ichard and Esther Sirinsky
Rvanted to do a good turn

or the environment. So in
2008, they decided to install solar
panels on the roof of their Menlo
Park home. They called a few
companies and settled on Beohana
Solar Corporation of San Jose.

Esther Sirinsky was particu-
larly impressed with CEO Peter
Be, who seemed knowledgeable
about the panels he was selling.

“He had the product we want-
ed. He was very personable. His
price was in the proper range,”
she said.

But unfortunately for the Sir-
inskys, Mr. Be’s price turned out
to be all too high. After taking
their deposit, he failed to deliver
the system, first stalling, then
telling the Sirinskys the product
was no longer available, accord-
ing to Ms. Sirinsky.

When the Sirinskys demanded
their deposit back, he sent only
a fraction, Ms. Sirinsky recalled
Tuesday.

The Sirinskys were not alone,
as the Santa Clara County
District Attorney’s Office later
discovered.

Mr. Be, 42, was recently
sentenced to eight months in
county jail and ordered to pay
restitution of $178,146 to 62
victims of his operation.

Most had paid Beohana Solar
a $1,000 deposit, but a few paid
between $2,000 and $8,000,
according to Lisa Schon, deputy
district attorney with the coun-
ty’s Consumer Protection Unit.

One customer, a hotel owner,

had given Beohana $105,000,
Ms. Schon said.

Mr. Be was convicted of four
felony counts of diversion of
construction funds and a mis-
demeanor count of contracting
without alicense. He represented
himself as a licensed contractor,
which he was not, according to
a press release from the District
Attorney’s Office.

The case was investigated by
the Contractors State Licensing
Board, which licenses and regu-
lates California’s construction
industry. The probe was “crucial
in bringing justice to consum-
ers who became victims of Mr.
Be’s crimes,” District Attorney
Dolores Carr stated in the press
release.

Like other victims, the Sirin-
skys had called Beohana after
seeing a newspaper advertise-
ment. The ad claimed that
after a 12-year lease, the solar
system would be “FREE.” How-
ever, Beohana’s written contract
stated in fine print that the sys-
tems would not be free but that
homeowners would be required
to pay for the equipment at fair
market value, according to the
District Attorney’s Office.

Mr. Be’s sentencing brings
little comfort to Esther Sirin-
sky, whose faith in her ability to
read people’s character has been
shaken.

“It’s been a lot of aggravation.
Plus the fact that he destroyed
my self-confidence in judg-
ing people,” she said. “It’s very
upsetting.

“I think that somebody like
him deserves to get punishment
and not get away with it.”

Summer Memberships Are Available Now!
Summer Fun For Families & Kids

Bbg's, Swim Team, Summer Camps

Swim & Tennis Lessons

Best Value On The Peninsulal

For More Information Please Visit Our Web-Site
www.Irdrec.com ¢ 150 Andeta Way, Portola Valley

Ladera Recreation District

Anyone who may have knowledge about allegations that a
member or members of Stanford Law School may have
communicated negative information about former Stanford

@xpress

Get local news updates

FREE Law School students between 2001 and the present, is urged
in your e-mail inbox daily. to call 415-205-8925. All responses will be kept confidential.
Sign up today at Information may be pertinent to a pending lawsuit, case
TheAlmanacOnline.com #CIV489678 filed in San Mateo County Superior Court.

Tired of harsh

I \/ITAMI OTC and
L CLOSET perscription drugs?

Experts in natural solutions  Come experience
959 EI Camino Real Menlo Park, CA the gentle power

Next to Guild theater. 650-321-9100 ,
of Nature’s products!

~ Allergy Month
) 20% discount”

¢ A TUEALE through April on
Activated Quercetin™
Aller-Response™
Allercetin™ Allergy & Sinus

Homeopathic
by Source Naturals

*off MSRP on products listed while supplies last.

No coupon necessary. We also offer 10% discount on
other Source Naturals products through May 2010.
— Discounts may not be combined.

= L

A
QUERCETIY

THE A. JEsSs SHENSON REcCITAL
SERIES AT STANFORD PRESENTS

ReBECcA PrLACK, soprano

KuMARAN ARUL, pianist
Sunday, April 11th at 2:30 p.m.
Campbell Recital Hall, Stanford University

Program: Mussorgsky, Debussy, Schumann,
and Walton

Admission: $10 general / $5 for students

VocAL MASTERCLASS WITH SOPRANO REBEcCcCA PLACK

Monday, April 12th at 4:15 p.m. in Campbell Recital Hall
(free and open to the public)

M US' Advance tickets available at the Stanford Ticket Office at
(650) 725-2787. For more information, please visit our
AT STANFORD website at music.stanford.edu.
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There are times when your presence.is needed. And then
there are times when you need to be present.

The largest fleet in private aviation allows NetJets® Owners
to make the most of busy, productive lives — to go almost
anywhere in the world - with as little as four to ten hours
notice. Superior service and unmatched flight operations
mean they arrive ready to achieve or simply enjoy.

i;

Business lunch. Birthday dinner.
T BE THERE."

And the financial strength and commitment of Berkshire
Hathaway assures the highest safety standards in the
industry. These are just a few of the reasons why more
individuals and corporations depend on NetJets than all
other fractional aircraft companies combined.

Only NetJets has the resources and capability to deliver
private aviation solutions that help you BE THERE:"

NETJETS.COM | 1.877.NETJETS

N-ETJETS :c e

NETJETS FRACTIONAL JET OWNERSHIP PROGRAMS | THE MARQUIS JET CARDS" | EXECUTIVE JET® MANAGEMENT

Netdets Inc. is a Berkshire Hathaway company.
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Caltrain deficit could force service cuts

Faced with a staggering deficit,
Caltrain will consider cutting its
service significantly in the next
15 months, spokeswoman Tasha
Bartholomew said March 31.

She said the agency is losing
money due to a combination of
factors, including the loss of $10
million in state funding for each of
the past three years and declining
ridership, which accounts for 40
percent of the agency’s revenue.

“Caltrain never had a dedi-
cated funding source,” Ms. Bar-
tholomew said. “We’ve been
running on a deficit for quite
some time, and now everything
is coming to a head.”

She said changes, which could

include cutting midday, late night
and weekend service, would take
effect by June 2011. The service
cuts could be handled in a number
of ways and could be implemented
in one sweep or gradually.

At a Caltrain board meeting
March 31, members said they
wanted to discuss the issue fur-
ther before making any decisions.
One member recommended cre-
ating a three-member subcom-
mittee to explore options.

Caltrain has a $97 million
annual budget and faces a $2.7
million deficit for the current
fiscal year. The deficit could bal-
loon to about $30 million, Ms.
Bartholomew said.

She said Caltrain receives $40
million in annual funding from
the Santa Clara Valley Transpor-
tation Authority, the San Fran-
cisco Municipal Transportation
Agency, and the San Mateo Coun-
ty Transit District, or SamTrans,
which serves as the managing
agency for Caltrain.

Funding from all three entities
may be drastically reduced in the
near future, she said.

“We all have the same problem,”
she said. “We’re all losing money;,
and we’re all just trying to figure
out how to function.”

Bay City News Service.

Rebuilding Together Pen-
insula, the organization that
mobilizes thousands of vol-
unteers to repair commu-
nity facilities and the homes of
low-income people, will hold
its annual Rebuilding Day on
Saturday, April 24.

Some 3,500 volunteers from
companies and community
organizations will work on
80 projects in 14 cities on
the Peninsula, including four
projects in Menlo Park, said
Kate Comfort Harr, develop-
ment director for Rebuilding
Together Peninsula.

About 100 volunteers are
expected to participate in a

Community ‘Rebuilding Day’ set for April 24

major repainting project at
Belle Haven School, a K-8 ele-
mentary school in Menlo Park,
where most of the students are
from low-income families.
Last year, Rebuilding
Together volunteers started
repainting the exterior of the
school. This year’s goal is to
complete that effort, painting
about 11,000 square feet of
surface area, Ms. Harr said.
The volunteers are from the
Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto and
BioCentury Publications, as well
as Kiwanis-sponsored youth
groups from Palo Alto and
Gunn high schools and Stanford
University. The workers will be

augmented by volunteers from
the National Charity League and
parents of Belle Haven students.

One of the Menlo Park
homes set to be repaired is
on Carlton Avenue. The vol-
unteers are sponsored by the
Menlo Park Fire Protection
District and the Kiwanis Club
of Menlo Park, Ms. Harr said.

Volunteers will use green
practices, such as reducing
waste, and help homeowners
reduce energy by insulating
water heaters and weather-
stripping windows and doors.

Go to rebuildingtogether-
peninsula.org for more infor-
mation.

Program on removing Searsville Dam

This story was submitted
by Matt Stoecker,

r I Yhe Beyond the Searsville
Dam Coalition will pres-
ent a slideshow Tuesday,

April 13, on the benefits of

removing Stanford’s Searsville

Dam. The program will start at

7 p.m. at Patagonia’s Palo Alto

store, 525 Alma St.

Stanford University’s Searsville
Dam, built in 1891 to supple-
ment drinking water from Crys-
tal Springs Lake, never served
that purpose, and no longer
serves a critical need. Its reser-
voir is now largely filled with
silt.

Moreover, the aging dam poses
a liability in the event of a major
earthquake, blocks annual runs
of steelhead trout from access
to their spawning grounds, and
compromises the ecology of the
San Francisquito watershed.

Removing this obsolete concrete
wall provides an opportunity to
revive submerged wetlands, help

restore threatened steelhead to
their ancestral habitat, and pro-
vide natural flood protection
benefits.

Go to beyondsearsvilledam.org
for more information.

Community meetings
on higher education

The public is invited to com-
munity coffee meetings with
Assemblyman Ira Ruskin on
Saturday, April 10, in Palo Alto
and Los Altos. The topic is the
work of the Joint Committee
on the Master Plan for Higher
Education, which Mr. Ruskin
co-chairs.

The meetings will be held
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Saturday,
April 10, at the Palo Alto City
Council Chambers, 250 Ham-
ilton Ave., and from 3 to 4:30
p.m. the same day at Brian’s res-
taurant at the Rancho Shopping
Center, 680 Fremont Ave. in Los
Altos. For more information,
call 691-2121.

[INDRID

CINEMA IN CONVERSATI

NEWCOMERS
TAKE A FREE CLASS!

westernpallet

THE MOUNTAIN VIEW BALLET COMPANY & SCHOOL

* Absolute Beginners to Professionals.
* Faculty of Professional Dancers.
* Youth Graded Program.

| * Largest Selection of Drop-in Classes
for Adults in the Peninsula.

We have a welcoming, caring
place to study ballet.

650.968.4455

* Private or shared rooms

* 24-hour on-call assistance

* Temporary and respite stays

* Personal care

* All meals, snacks, special diets

* Many special activities and events

Hopkins Manor

1235 Hopkins Ave, Redwood City, CA 94062
Lic # 410508680

650.368.5656

www.justlikefamily.com ¢ Family owned and operated

justlike
family

FILM FORU

N
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A unigue opportunity for dialogue
between filmmakers and
filmlovers at the Menlo-Atherton
Performing Arts Center

APRIL 8-10, 2010
WINDRIDERBAYAREA.ORG

Nor-Cal Premiere, Friday, April oth
‘'Sympathy For Delicious’

2010 Sundance Grand Jury Prize winner
Mark Ruffalo's Feature Film Directorial Debut

SPECIAL JURY PRIZE
DRAMATIC

2010
SUNDANCE

FILM FESTIVAL

Followed by Q&A session with
Mark Ruffalo (Director/Actor) and
Christopher Thornton (Writer/Actor)

Sponsored by
Fuller Seminary Northern California
Tickets or Info ~ 650-321-7444
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M-A senior cast in A.C.T. play

Forrest Fraser Tiffany IT of Menlo
Park plays Jimmy in the Ameri-
can Conservatory Theater’s world
premiere “Riot,” which runs April
1-17 in the Zeum Theater in San
Francisco’s Yerba Buena Gardens.

Forrest, a senior at Menlo-
Atherton High School, is one of
several high school students in
the production set in a clinic for
emotionally disturbed teens.

Last summer he was cast in the
workshop for the new play, which
took place at the Royal Bath The-
atre in Bath, England.

“Riot” by Irish playwright Ursula
Rani Sarma is the newest commis-
sion from A.CT’s partnership with

the Royal Bath
Theatre.

Forrest, the
son of Terri and
Joseph Tiffany,
has been per-
forming with
A.CT. since he
was 9, appearing
for several seasons
in “A Christmas Carol.”

He attended Phillips Brooks
School and Hillview Middle School
before entering Menlo-Atherton.
He has been accepted in the fine
arts acting program at Emerson
College in Boston this fall.

=

Forrest Fraser
Tiffany Il

Draeger’s program on organic foods

Draeger’s Market in San Mateo
will hold two free panel discussions
Sunday, April 11, on the benefits
of organic fruits and vegetables,
according to Draeger’s spokesper-
son Mary Claire DeSoto.

One panel will be made up of
local organic farmers, who will
discuss their methods of farm-
ing and the nutritional value of
organic produce. On the other
panel, nutritionists will discuss the
scientific bases for the claims that
organic foods are more healthful.

The discussions will be held at 10
a.m. and 1 p.m. at Draeger’s cook-
ing school at the store, located at
222 E. 4th Ave. in San Mateo.

Two presentations, including
one on the Jelich Ranch by farmer
Terence Welch, will be given at
noon in the private dining room
at the store.

Go to is.gd/b19uL (case-sensi-
tive) for more information and to
sign up. Reservations are required
for the panel discussions.

Continued from previous page

children’s books, bird watching,
and daily walks with his wife
through their suburban neighbor-
hood, say family members.

Heissurvived by his wife, Lauren;
children Cindy Salavantis, John
Regan, James Regan and Elizabeth
Regan; sisters Mufty Bui of Menlo
Park and Jan Difu of Angels Camp;
brother Bill Regan of San Mateo;
and two grandchildren.

Ethel Tohy

Woodside resident

Ethel Medhurst Toby died March
19 at her home in Woodside.

Born in San Mateo in 1917, Ms.
Toby spent her childhood in the

graane=ma

<

town of Caspar, north of Mendo-
cino, until returning to San Mateo
to attend high school.

She married Daniel Toby in 1941.
While living in San Mateo, she
spent many years working in the
family manufacturing business.

For the past 11 years, she lived
in a small house next door to her
daughter, Diane Toby, and her hus-
band, Jeff Lea, in Woodside. Her
green thumb was legendary and
she was most athome in her garden,
say family members. She was a soft-
spoken woman with a quick mind
and strong opinions, they say.

She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Diane Toby of Woodside and
Louise Toby of Baltimore; and four
grandchildren.

Redwood City - San Mateo - San Jose

When you,

or someone you care about,
needs assistance...

you can count on us
to be there.

Call now (650) 839-2273

Redwood team wins national All Net basketball title

This story was submitted by
Mark Daschbach, assistant
coach, Redwood 6th grade All
Net Boys team.

The Redwood 6th Grade All Net
Boys team, coached by John Paye,
won the National Junior Basket-
ball All Net Tournament, held in
Los Angeles March 27-28.

The roster is made up of nine
players from Atherton, Menlo
Park, Portola Valley, and San
Carlos. The team competed in
the top division of the national
tournament and claimed the
championship with a win over
Newport Mesa in the title game
March 28.

Andrew Daschbach, Mason
Randall, Curtis Witt and Jared
Lucian provided pinpoint out-
side shooting throughout the
tournament, including 27 three-
point field goals in Redwood’s

= i i
Championship team members and coaches: back row,

from left,

Assistant Coach Mark Daschbach, Jared Lucian, Andrew Daschbach,
Mason Randall, Justin Harmon, Kevin Kahriman, Scotty Harris, Curtis
Witt and Head Coach John Paye; front row, from left, Nicolas Simbeck

and Nick O'Donnell.

three victories on Championship
Sunday.

Scotty Harris, Nicolas Simbeck
and Nick O’Donnell were instru-
mental with their strong forward
play and inside/outside scoring.

Centers Kevin Kahriman
and Justin Harmon contrib-
uted inside scoring and powerful
rebounding.

John Paye is an Atherton resi-
dent and Menlo School coach.

Contemporary §
- & classic styles —

Entryways, skylights,
Y ahsoma. 2

cabinet doors,
privacy windows

' Visit our website, = N
then call for a consuitation J

__a Genaro Barragan
- — 650-222-7864 b
www.barragangIassworks.com

A

-

GOT

WRINKLES?

The Aesthetics Research Center is participating in
a research study for crow’s feet and forehead lines.

Looking for women, age 30-70,
with slight to deep wrinkles.

The Aesthetics Research Center
525 Chesapeake Drive « Redwood City

Please Contact Stephanie for more information:
800.442.0989 or research@aestheticsresearchcenter.com

INTRO TO PILATES
BEGINNING LEVEL

COMPLIMENTARY with this ad

Begins April 13/Tuesdays 6:30 pm
Maximism & chents per sossion

fRness trmining Hral will change your body for Ko

CARDIO PILATES
ALL LEVELS

2 for ONE with this ad

All Candio Piates sessions duning the month of Aprll ane

hwo for the price of one. One clent must be a firsf time guest io
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health
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language

language immersion

10 - — I g —17
Chinese ® Freanch ® SPRILH @ Lot

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL or THE PENINSULA

REGISTER TODAY! THREE TWO-WEEK SESSIONS
FROM JUNE 21 to JULY 30
MNursery through Bth Grade * Two Palo Alto Campuses
www.istp.org » (650) 251-8519 » SummerCamp@istp.org

COMMUNITY

Report to examine high-speed rail options

A report will be released April
8 analyzing alternative align-
ments for the San Jose-to-San
Francisco segment of the pro-
posed high-speed rail system.

Prepared by the staff of the
California High-Speed Rail
Authority, the report will
include the Menlo Park and
Atherton parts of the route.

“This information should
include much more detailed
analyses of the pros and cons of
the potential alignment alterna-

Join your neighbors at Patagonia’s Palo Alto store for a slide show presentation from Beyond
Searsville Dam Coalition and special guests, plus refreshments, product giveaways and music
from local bluegrass band Windy Hill.

Built 120 years ago, Stanford’s Searsville Dam no longer serves a critical need — and blocks
annual runs of steelhead trout from reaching their spawning grounds. Removing it will re-
vive submerged wetlands and provide natural flood protection benefits — as well as help

restore steelhead.

For more information and to sign on in support of the coalition: visit beyondsearsvilleDam.org

patagonia

JOIN US FOR THIS SPECIAL EVENT
APRIL 13, 7-9 PM, PATAGONIA PALO ALTO
525 Alma Street, Palo Alto, 650-329-8556

© 2010 Patagonia, Inc
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tive designs (‘at grade, elevated,
and tunnel/trench) for the HSR
tracks,” said Menlo Park Coun-
cilman John Boyle in a Sunday
e-mail.

The report will be presented
at the authority’s board meet-
ing, starting at 9 a.m. Thurs-
day, April 8, at the Santa Clara
County Board of Supervisors’
Chambers at 70 West Hedding
St. in San Jose.

“We’ll no doubt have follow-
up forums and events held
locally, but the first look at this
information will be available to
the public at this board meet-
ing,” Mr. Boyle said.

Board asked to
rescind appointment

Atherton resident and open-
government advocate Peter Car-
penter has made good on his
threat to try to force the govern-

ing board of the Sequoia Union
High School District to rescind
its appointment of Assistant
Superintendent James Lianides
to succeed Superintendent Pat-
rick Gemma, who announced
plans to retire in June.

In an April 5 letter to the
board, attorney James M. Chad-
wick of the Menlo Park firm
Sheppard Mullin Richter &
Hampton requests that the
board rescind its actions of Feb.
24, when it voted 4-1 in closed
session to limit the candidate
search to district employees, and
the subsequent appointment of
Mr. Lianides on March 17.

Mr. Chadwick cites cases from
the 1980s to support a claim that
the state’s open-government law,
the Brown Act, allows legislative
bodies to discuss individuals in
closed session but not matters of
process.

Attorneys for the Sequoia dis-
trict have said that the district’s
actions were legal.

m POLICE CALLS

This information is from the Atherton
and Menlo Park police departments and
the San Mateo County Sheriffis Office.
Under the law, people charged with
offenses are considered innocent until
convicted.

ATHERTON

Theft report: Suspect in London,
England, used e-mail and Craigslist to
steal $2,200 from victim, 200 block of
Atherton Ave., March 26.

Residential burglary reports:

W Attempted break-in, Stockbridge
Ave., March 30.

W Window pried open and flat-screen
TV stolen, first block of Watkins Ave.,
April 1.

Elder abuse report: First block of
Parker Ave., March 28.

MENLO PARK
Auto burglary reports:

M Briefcase valued at $900 stolen. It
contained personal information, credit
cards, stamps and gold necklace, 4000
block of Campbell Ave., March 26.

B Window smashed and Apple iTouch
music player valued at $350 stolen,
O’Connor and Euclid avenues, March
29.

Grand theft report: Cash in amount of
$640 stolen from office, 2800 block of
Sand Hill Road, March 26.

Fraud reports:

B ID theft, reported at main police sta-
tion on Laurel St., March 29.

B Forged check received, 100 block of
O’Connor St., March 29.

B Collection notice received from unau-
thorized account in victim’s name, 2100
block of Monterey Ave., March 30.

W Unauthorized use of victim’s Social
Security number, 1100 block of Madera
Ave., March 30.

ARMSTRONG

continued from page 3

Armstrong’s death, the criminal
case no longer has a suspect, he
told The Almanac.

It’s not the first time Atherton
police were called to investigate
the situation. In 2007, a com-
plaint of elder abuse made by
the victim’s daughter was deter-
mined to be unfounded by the
Atherton police.

Another complaint, this time by
the victim’s doctor, Thomas Tay-
eri, was made in June 2009. Dr.
Tayeri told police that he believed
Mr. Armstrong was responsible
for the elderly woman’s poor
physical condition. “It appeared
that Armstrong controlled (the
victim), and was trying to speed
up (the victim’s) death,” accord-
ing to the report.

The investigation by the Ather-
ton Police Department was
reviewed by a prosecutor in the

San Mateo County District Attor-
ney’s Office, according to Steve
Wagstaffe, chief deputy district
attorney. “The evidence did not
warrant a prosecution” because
under the law, a person would
have to be ruled incompetent in
order to be a victim of the kind
of abuse Mr. Armstrong was
suspected of, and the woman had
been determined to be competent
at the time, Mr. Wagstaffe said.
Mr. Armstrong first met
the elderly widow while he
was working for Wells Fargo
Bank four years ago, according
to court documents. He was
assigned to handle her accounts,
and the two developed a rela-
tionship that Mr. Armstrong,
in court documents, said was
platonic, but that troubled the
victim’s family and friends. Mr.
Armstrong was fired by Wells
Fargo in September 2007 for

Continued on next page



COMMUNITY

Continued from previous page

wrongful conduct, the docu-
ments state.

In 2007, Mr. Armstrong left
his wife and moved into the
elderly woman’s home. In 2009,
he moved out but maintained an
office at her house. According
to the petition, Mr. Armstrong
allegedly began taking control
of the woman’s assets, estimated
at $15 million, and positioning
himself or his young daughter as
the beneficiaries of her estate.

Chris Cotton, a neighbor
who has known the victim for
years, said he grew increasingly
concerned about her health in
January. After finding her bed-
ridden and unable to eat solid
foods, he began contacting the
woman’s daughter, who had
been prevented from seeing her
mother, he told The Almanac.

On Jan. 27, the victim told Mr.
Cotton that she wanted to see her
daughter, and Mr. Cotton set the
wheels in motion for an interven-
tion later that afternoon.

Ahandful of the woman’s friends
and neighbors, including Atherton
Mayor Kathy McKeithen and Dr.
David White, met Mr. Cotton
outside of the womans home.
They found the woman in such
poor condition that they called an
ambulance. According to the peti-
tion, she agreed to go with para-
medics, but then Mr. Armstrong
arrived and allegedly attempted to
prevent the victim from going to
the hospital.

“In front of all present, Arm-
strong velled, ‘(The victim’s nick-
name), you don’t want to go to the
hospital!” the petition states.

Witnesses said that Mr. Arm-
strong protested that the elderly
woman had a “do not resuscitate”
order that he had prepared for her.

“T explained to Mr. Armstrong
that ‘do not resuscitate’ does not
equal ‘do not treat.” Mr. Armstrong
strongly disagreed,” Dr. White said
in his court declaration.

The paramedics, with the
woman’s permission, took her
to Sequoia Hospital in Redwood
City. Mr. Armstrong was served
with a restraining order and pre-
vented from contacting her.

Mr. Cotton, who is a chiroprac-
tor, told The Almanac that after
the first two days in the hospital,
the woman’s condition appeared
to be significantly improved.
Since returning home from the
hospital in mid-February, she’s
been able to get out of bed and
walk a couple of steps, he said.

The victim’s daughter “has
great respect and love for her
mother, and doesn’t want to see
her harmed,” said Mr. Shjeflo, the
attorney. “Everyone feels they
prevented a great tragedy.” B

News Editor Renee Batti and Bay
City News Service contributed to
this report.
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# For more information about these camps, see our online
directory of camps at PaloAltoOnline.com/biz/summercamps

To advertise in a weekly directory, contact 650-326-8210

Sports Camps

Player Capital/Plan Toys Tennis Camp Palo Alto
Player Capital Tennis and Plan Toys summer camp provide the perfect balance for
your child’s physical, educational, and social development. Join us Mon - Fri 9am-
12pm. (Age 3.5-9)

www.playercapital.com 650-968-4783

Spring Down Camp Equestrian Center Portola Valley
Spring Down camp teaches basic to advanced horsemanship skills. All ages wel-
come. Daily informative lecture, riding lesson, supervised hands-on skill practice,
tacking/untacking of own camp horse, and fun horse arts and crafts.
www.springdown.com 650.851.1114

Champion Tennis Camps Atherton
CTC provides an enjoyable way for your Junior to begin learning the game of tennis
or to continue developing existing skills. The 4-6 year olds have fun learning eye-
hand coordination and building self-esteem!

www.alanmargot-tennis.net 650-752-0540

SOLO Aquatics Menlo Park
Two great programs — SOLO Day Camp: One-week sessions of 5 full days (9:00 -
4:00) featuring instruction in swimming and fun activities; lunch included. SOLO
Sharks Program: Spring/Summer weekly afternoon swim clinics for all ages and
abilities.
www.soloaquatics.com

YMCA Peninsula
Palo Alto, Mountain View, Los Altos, Redwood City day and overnight camps for
youth Pre-K through 10th grade. Enriching lives through safe, fun activities. Sports,
arts, technology, science, and more. Field trips and outdoor fun. Accredited by the
American Camp Association.

WWwWw.ymcasv.org/summercamp.com 408-351-6400

Matt Lottich Life Skills Woodside

At Matt Lottich Life Skills, all of our camps focus on giving high-level basketball in-
struction while highlighting the life skills that this sport reflects. Grades 2-11, two
camp styles — Day and Elite Camps.
www.mllscamp.com

650-851-9091

1-888-537-3223

Stanford Baseball Camps Stanford

All Day or Half-Day Baseball Camps at beautiful Sunken Diamond. For ages 7-12,
Stanford Baseball camps feature personalized Baseball instruction, fun activities
and drills, and exciting Baseball games. Camps for beginner and advanced play-
ers. Camps for older players also available. Camp availability from June 14th-Au-
gust 6th. Receive $25 off by calling 650-723-4528.

www.StanfordBaseballCamp.com 650-723-4528

Academic Camps

iD Tech Camps and iD Teen Academies Stanford
Experience North America’s #1 Tech Camp — 4 Bay Area Locations! Ages 7-18
create video games, websites, movies, iPhone® & Facebook® apps, robots and
more during this weeklong, day and overnight summer tech program. Teen Pro-
grams also available at Stanford. Save w/code CAU22.
www.iDTechCamps.com 1-888-709-TECH (8324)

Summer @ Harker San Jose
K-Gr. 8 Morning academics — focusing on math, language arts and science — and
full spectrum of afternoon recreation. Highly qualified faculty and staff. Also:
swim lessons; swimming, tennis and soccer camps; academics for high school
students.

www.summer.harker.org 408-553-0537

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Summer at Saint Francis provides a broad range of academic and athletic programs
for elementary through high school students. It is the goal of every program to
make summer vacation enriching and enjoyable!

www.sfhs.com/summer 650-968-1213 x446

Nueva Summer Hillsborough
Nueva Summer offers unique and enriching summer camps for students entering
PreK - 8th Grade. June 21 - July 30. We have camps that will inspire every age: from
Marine Biology to Tinkering, and Model UN to West African Drumming. Half or full
day camps, from one to six weeks. Healthy lunch is provided for full day campers.
Extended care available.

www.NuevaSummer.org 650-350-4555

Summer Institute for the Gifted Berkeley/Hillsborough
Gifted students in grades K-12 can participate on the renowned Summer Insti-
tute for the Gifted (SIG) program. Hosted at some of the most famous colleges
and universities in the U.S., SIG combines both traditional summer fun and a
challenging academic schedule. Day programs are available for younger stu-
dents.

www.giftedstudy.org 866-303-4744

The Girls’ Middle School Summer Camp Mountain View
New from GMS - Day camp for girls entering grades 4-7. Explorations in Science,
Technology, and the Arts in the morning, Moving and Making, includes sports and
games, swimming, arts and crafts, in the afternoon.

www.girlsms.org/summercamp 650-968-8338

Woodland School Summer Adventures  Portola Valley
For kindergarten through 8th grade. Offers academics, sports, field trips and onsite
activities. June 28 - July 30.

www.info@woodland-school.org 650-854-9065

Oshman Family JCC Camps Palo Alto
The Oshman Family JCC offers outstanding camps for preschoolers through teens.
With both traditional camps and special focus camps like sports, travel, performing
arts and more, our innovative staff will keep campers entertained all summer!
www.paloaltojcc.org 650-223-8600

Stratford School - Camp Socrates Bay Area
Academic enrichment infused with traditional summer camp fun—that's what your
child will experience at Camp Socrates. Sessions begin on June 28 and end on Au-
gust 13 with the option for students to attend for all seven weeks or the first four
weeks (June 28-July 23). Full or half-time morning or afternoon program are avail-
able to fit your schedule. 12 locations.

www. stratfordschools.com 650-493-1151

Write Now! Summer Writing CampsPalo Alto/Pleasanton
Emerson School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton open their doors
and offer their innovative programs: Expository Writing, Creative Writing, Presenta-
tion Techniques, and (new!) Media Production. Call or visit our website for details.
www.headsup.org 650-424-1267, 925-485-5750

TechKnowHow Computer & LEGO® Camps Peninsula
Fun and enriching technology classes for students, ages 6-14! Courses include LEGO
and K'NEX Projects with Motors, Robotics, and Game Design. Many locations, in-
cluding Palo Alto, Menlo Park, and Sunnyvale. Half and all day options.
www.techknowhowkids.com 650-474-0400

ISTP Language Immersion Palo Alto
International School of the Peninsula camps offered in French, Chinese, Spanish
or ESL for students in Nursery through Middle School. Three 2-week sessions, each
with different theme. Students are grouped according to both grade level and lan-
guage proficiency.

www.istp.org 650-251-8519

Theatreworks Summer Camps Palo Alto

In these skill-building workshops for grades K-5, students engage in language-
based activities, movement, music, and improvisational theatre games. Students
present their own original pieces at the end of each two-week camp.
www.theatreworks.org/educationcommunity 650-463-7146

Amazing Science Camp! Mountain View
Check out this terrific new hands-on science camp designed to bring STEM (Science,
Engineering, Technology, and Mathematics) to students in a way that engages both
mind and body. Two Great Programs-- One for 1-3 graders (1 or 2 weeks 9:00am-
12:00pm) —the other for 4-6 graders! (This is a 2-week course- 1:00-4:00 pm) Both
camps are July 26th-Aug 6th.

Email: AmazingSciClass@AOL.com 650-279-7013

India Community Center Camps Palo Alto & Milpitas
Explore the rich heritage of India through the India Community Center’s Cultural
Immersion, Hindi Language, Bollywood Dance & Crafts of India Camps. Over 14 dif-
ferent camps all through the summer for ages 4-18. These unique camps will im-
merse children in Yoga, Indian Dance & Music, Sports & lots more!
www.indiacc.org/culturalcamps 408-416-0215

Art and Music Camps

Summer Rock Camp Palo Alto/Redwood City
Ages 7-18. SRC provides the training needed to play rock music with others. Learn
about music theory, rhythm, tricks, and tone. Play popular songs or originals on
stage at the Friday night concert. Learn a lot while having tons of fun.
www.summerrockcamp.com 650-722-1581, 650-856-3757

Community School of Music & Arts (CSMA)  Mtn. View
50+ creative camps for Gr K-8! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, Collage, Comics, Jew-
elry, Digital Arts, Musical Theater, American Idol Workshop, more! Two-week ses-
sions; full and half-day enroliment. Extended care available. Financial aid offered.
Early registration discount (May 15).
www.arts4all.org

650-917-6800 ext.0
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The Bohannon offer

ow much is it worth for the right to develop three tall office

buildings, a hotel and three parking garages — all of which

far exceed normal zoning restrictions — on the periphery
of Menlo Park?

The answer, at least the first answer, made public with the dis-
closure of terms agreed to between the city of Menlo Park and the
Bohannon Development Co., is far less than the $23.8 million esti-
mated value of the city’s zoning concessions over the life of the proj-
ect. If it is built out, the Menlo Gateway complex on Marsh Road
and Bayfront Expressway would
total nearly 1 million square feet
of office and hotel space, in addi-
tion to the three multiple-story
parking garages.

Nevertheless, the city comes
away in this first-pass deal with some significant money and com-
mitments from the developer. For example, the city would receive:

B An estimated $1.67 million a year from hotel and other taxes.

B A guarantee to pay the city up to $225,000 a year if the annual
tax revenue to the city falls below a certain threshold.

B Nearly $14 million in various mitigation fees.

M A total of $1 million to fund projects in nearby Belle Haven,
Bedwell Bayfront Park, or other city recreational facilities.

In addition, through an agreement with JobTrain, Belle Haven
residents would be chosen first for construction and other jobs at
the project.

And Bohannon has made major environmental concessions,
including agreeing to:

B Completely offset carbon emissions generated by the operation
of the buildings.

M Reduce vehicle trips to and from the buildings by 17 percent.

M Build the offices to meet U.S. Green Building Council LEED
Gold standards, and the hotel to meet LEED Silver standards.

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

In many ways, this first term sheet has revealed the reality of

today’s economy and the concern of the developer to make the
project as environmentally clean as possible. By some estimates,
Mr. Bohannon has spent about $7 million so far, including about
$1 million on traffic and environmental consultants, to help reduce
vehicle trips and carbon emissions.

Certainly of equal concern to the developer and the city is the
economic viability of the project due to the anemic 12.7 percent rate
of return projected by a city-hired consultant (the industry stan-
dard is much higher) on the office buildings. The hotel would just
about break even, at best, according to these projections.

In addition, due to the expected slow rollout of construction,
much of the expected financial windfall for Menlo Park could be
tive, 10 or even 15 years off. The hotel room tax (which the Bohan-
non company would raise by 1 percentage point at the Marriott
hotel) would account for most of the city’s projected income of $1.6
million a year. Yet the hotel would not be in operation until 2016
at the earliest, according to an estimate by City Councilwoman
Kelly Fergusson. And the first office tower would not have to break
ground until up to 15 years after the city awards the zoning per-
mits, according to the agreement.

All of this means that at least in today’s down economy, even
the land-rich Bohannon family cannot afford to give the city carte
blanche in return for a building permit on a project that few other
developers would tackle. Just the same, it is clear that due to its
longtime ownership of the land, the Bohannon company is strongly
committed to building Menlo Gateway and to make it a showcase
for the best environmental building practices.

But despite the project’s green credentials, the company’s monetary
offers may look meager to some council members and city residents.
They do not come close to matching the value — estimated at $23.8
million by the city — of the zoning concessions the project needs to
go forward, and the city’s rewards could be many years away.

In the end what may save the project is its location on the Bayfront

See BOHANNON OFFER, page 19

LETTERS

Our readers write

Grateful for Rep. Eshoo’s
vote on health care reform

Editor:

I am grateful to Rep. Anna
Eshoo for standing with her
constituents and supporting
health insurance reform.

My family members and I have
lived without insurance and been
turned down because of preexist-
ing conditions in the past. And
even though I now have excellent
employer-provided insurance, I
know that this issue is not just
about how I might be affected. It
is about all of us.

Access to health care is a right.
hope this reform is just a first step
toward changing how we provide
health coverage to Americans and
that Rep. Eshoo and others will

make way for the new highway.

-----

Our Regional Heri

When El Camino Real in Menlo Park was widened in 1937, most commercial buildings on the west side of
the former two-lane gravel road were cut in half or moved back, sometimes as much as 50 feet. Here,
the Menlo Park Hardware Store at the corner of Santa Cruz Avenue and EI Camino, is being moved to

P T

Menlo Park Historical Association

ag

not be intimidated by the fringe

Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025.

CALL the Viewpoint desk at

854-2690, ext. 222.

elements who fought against this

legislation. It is a great victory, but
also only a first step.

Erin Wait

Laurel Street, Menlo Park
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Yes on Measure C to
make up for state cuts

Editor:
As a parent of two students who
attended Menlo Park’s award-win-

ning schools, I have been involved
in the school community for many
years and have seen our schools
flourish and benefit from the
continued community support
that has enabled students to benefit

from small class sizes and ongoing
program enhancements.
Today, due to recent cuts in

See LETTERS, next page
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state funding coupled with flatlocal
property tax growth and increased
enrollment, our schools are at risk
of losing ground. As such we must
once again rely on the community
to show its support of our schools
by voting in support of Measure C.

The budgetary challenges the
school district faces are simply
too significant to absorb without
significant reductions in staff and
curriculum. Measure C’s seven-
year parcel tax of $178 a year, will
raise the vital funds needed to keep
our schools strong by enabling the
district to retain teachers, maintain
class sizes and preserve core educa-
tional programs during this period
of economic uncertainty.

I can say from my family’s expe-
rience that our district’s outstand-
ing schools have done an excellent
job preparing the community’s
children for the future. In addition,
whether you have a student or not,
our nationally recognized schools
positively impact our community’s
property values. We cannot afford
to compromise this important
community resource.

Please join me in supporting
Measure C and keeping our schools
strong.

Sue Sutherland
Arden Road, Menlo Park

Rail opponents fail
to see the positives

Editor:

Your story “Stop that Train” is all
about America can’t do anything
big anymore.

There was no discussion of the
energy savings, pollution reduc-
tion, or improved productivity of
high-speed rail linking population
centers in California. Neither was
there any discussion of the suc-
cesses of high-speed rail lines in
Japan, France, the UK. or China.
No, the opponents arguments rest
on two points:

B Their homes are in the way.

B Americans could never car-
ry it off.

Quoting from the story: “A proj-

By Galen Rosenberg

recently received another e-mail from the
Igroup describing itself as supporting “fair
and responsible pension reform.”

In this message, they quote a Wall Street
Journal editorial with data from the CATO
institute, both representing their right-wing
“libertarian” perspective, of course.

What the “Citizens for Fair and Responsible
Pension Reform” want me to conclude from
their data is that public sector workers are over-
paid ($40/hour in wages and benefits). They
want me to conclude that we should lower their
pay and benefits to the generally inadequate
level of most private sector workers ($27/hour
in wages and benefits).

Many Menlo Park residents need to remem-
ber that this data reflects the real “private

sector” economy, in which American work-

Public employees receive fair pay

ers earn an average of
$40,000 a year, not the
six figures and more
that many Menlo Park
residents earn, and I
would venture to guess,
many of the petition’s
supporters.
When I look at
the data in the e-mail, I
think, “Geez, private sec-
tor workers are getting
ripped off. They should
organize unions like public sector workers
so they can have some power in negotiating
decent pay and benefits.”
As soon as the public can vote on the pay
and benefits of the CEOs and higher level
executives of the private sector, who are really

overpaid and who really control our economy,
then maybe I'll think about voting on lowering
the pension benefits of the people who serve
me as employees of the city of Menlo Park.

Perhaps it is the case that public sector
workers earn decent pay and benefits relative
to many private sector workers. Maybe there
is even some room for renegotiating some of
their pension benefits.

However, I think most Menlo Park residents
should come to the opposite conclusion from
those who want to cut benefits for local work-
ers. We should focus on improving the pay
and benefits of private sector workers, not
bashing the huge majority of public sector
workers who are just making a decent middle-
class living. &

Galen Rosenberg lives on
Laurel Avenue in Menlo Park.

ect that will cost billions of dollars
but actually will never get done.” “A
project whose purpose is to make
politicians more powerful and their
moneyed friends richer.”

I guess the three musketeers
weren't awake when Americans
went to the moon, put a computer
on a chip, or built the Internet.

Rob Walker
Walsh Road, Atherton

Librarians may he gone
without passage of Measure G

Editor:

There are many reasons to vote
yes on Measure C.

As the teacher-librarian at Laurel
School, as well as the parent of two
grown children who received excel-
lent education in the district, I'd like
to stress the importance of school
libraries to our district program.

If Measure C is not passed, our
libraries could find themselves in
the same position they were six
short years ago when the libraries
at Laurel and Encinal were closed
one or two days a week due to lack
of staffing.

Imagine, in a district known for

its national award-winning schools,
our children were, and may be
again, faced with locked library
doors once or twice a week. Yes,
the plan is to backfill the two lost
teacher-librarian positions with
clerks, allowing the libraries to
remain open as often as possible.

However, without full-time cre-
dentialed teacher-librarians, the
full potential of our school librar-
ies would be diminished and the
impact to our students and teach-
ers would be significant. Not only
do teacher-librarians support the
teachers by collaborating on plan-
ning and supporting the delivery of
the curriculum, more importantly,
we teach children how to navigate
their way through the sea of infor-
mation that surrounds them.

We help them develop into criti-
cal thinkers with the ability to ask
the right questions and filter the
information available to them, to
find answers and use information
in a way that promotes confidence
and intellectual growth.

What our children learn in
today’s school libraries will serve
them well their entire lives and
help them become successful and

BOHANNON OFFER

closer to the project. Residents of nearby Belle

confident consumers and seekers
of information.

Most people would argue that
the value of these lifetime skills far
exceeds the 50 cents per day that
Measure C will cost each hom-
eowner.

A “yes” vote on Measure C will
help retain our very valuable school
library program.

Gail Bradley

Laurel School teacher-librarian

Santa Margarita Avenue, Menlo

Park

Atherton is
‘extremely friendly’

Editor:

I'd like to comment on Portola
Valley Councilwoman Maryann
Derwin’s statement in your last
issue, when she said, “We are not
a gated community like Atherton.
We are friendly.” (Ouch.)

I hope she didn’t mean to imply
that Atherton is not friendly! Actu-
ally, Atherton is an extremely
friendly and warm community.
Atherton maintains a small-town
feel (in the middle of a sprawling
Peninsula) with town picnics, ice
cream socials and Christmas tea
parties.

Our little library has family

movie nights, children’s story-time,
and wonderful cultural events. This
is in addition to an abundance of
service and social organizations.
On Walnut Avenue we have a din-
ner group, a ladies golf group, and
an annual block party.

I’d be happy to have Ms. Derwin
over for a cup of coffee and show
her some Atherton hospitality.

Cat Westover
Walnut Avenue, Atherton

Measure C for the
next generation

Editor:

My children have benefited
from excellent local public and
private school experiences. I
view all of the schools as “ours,”
because we are part of a com-
munity that values education
and is rightly focused on the
academic engagement of all of
our students.

I'm voting yes on Measure C
because we all have a responsi-
bility to educate the next gen-
eration well and prepare them
for a complex future. Great
schools are the bedrock of a
great community.

Jill Parker
Riordan Place, Menlo Park

continued from page 18

Expressway, a long way from downtown Menlo
Park, which means many residents will not see
any impact on their lives or on local traffic. The
only matter left to sort out is how the city might
resolve the expected traffic bottlenecks from the
project at Marsh and Middlefield roads.

The Bohannons’ own polling has shown
that a majority of local residents are not
strongly opposed to Menlo Gateway, despite
it being one of the largest projects ever pro-
posed in Menlo Park. Even so it is certain that
a vocal cadre of naysayers will make them-
selves heard any day now.

Nevertheless, this offer appears to give the
city a substantial return for buildings that will
not adversely affect the city’s core or even areas

Haven are strongly in favor and have high hopes
of gaining jobs from the project.

Although there is more work to be done, this
first offer sheet is a good start toward writing
an agreement that will benefit the city and per-
mit the Bohannons to move forward on what
appears to be a much more environmentally
sound project than originally proposed.

During the upcoming hearings, we expect
the council will tweak some of the agreement’s
stipulations, but they should not tear it apart.
If these offers are accepted, the city will receive
$14 million in fees and more in hotel occupancy
taxes as the project unfolds in the coming years.
And while it may be the largest project ever
approved in Menlo Park, it will not do great
harm to the city and deserves to be approved by
the council.

Losing Weight has
never been so easy!

(é;djﬂ i4mp."
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WEIGHT LOSS

s *Improve Your Health Look & Feel Better
* Increase Your Energy * FREE Consultation

Menlo Park

713 Oak Grove * (650) 323-5483
(across from the Fire Station)

*10 week minimum. Limited time offer. Call for details.

www.liteforlife.com
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This magnificently appointed custom 6 bedrooms, 6 bathrooms, and 1 half-bath Library with alder cabinetry and limestone fireplace
home, designed by Dennis O’Connor Main level master suite with fireplace Fully equipped 2 bedroom/2 bath guesthouse
and completed in 2006, is situated Four bedroom suites and a second family room on Resort-like grounds with pool, spa, sport court, center
on a corner lot of just over one acre. the upper level terrace of Connecticut bluestone, and English gardens
OFFERED AT $7,800,000 Additional bedroom/office on the main level Las Lomitas schools

honaing (€ ”///(»///)ﬂ/"(//j .

PO AMENLO PARK

!

Custom built in 1998 by Tom Heyenga, designed by architect Maurice Camargo
4 bedrooms including the master suite with fireplace and private sun terrace
Family room features a fireplace surrounded by frameless glass windows
Kitchen offers sleek maple cabinetry, granite counters and large island with seating
Studio guest house with full kitchen and bath
Menlo Park schools: Oak Knoll K- 5, Hillview 6-8. .
OFFERED AT $5,100,000 3 . i __

a A COMPLETE LISTING OF CURRENT BRENT GULLIXSON MARY GULLIXSON
A= OPEN HOMES IS JUST A CLICK AWAY DRE# 01329216 [} DRE# #00373961
ALANEL 650.543.1194 ' 650.543.1175
The Gullixson Team’s total sales volume in residential 650.888.4898 Cell . . 650.888.0860 Cell

. ] .
real estate on the Peninsula is now in excess of $1.9 billion bgullixson@apr.com ‘ mgullixson@apr.com

WWW.GULLIXSON.COM dollars. Representing $1 billion in Atherton Sales alone.

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. However, neither seller
nor listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or to purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation. Photography by Bernard André
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