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RISING STAR: Teenage chef starts 
her own catering business [See Section 2]

Hundreds march in May Day parade
See Page 10
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YOU BRING COMFORT.
YOU GIVE SUPPORT.

YOU RESTORE VITALITY.

To the nurses of Stanford Hospital & Clinics and
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, thank you.

Your commitment, professionalism and expertise
reach beyond the compassionate care that you
consistently provide to our patients.We appreciate
your dedication, teamwork and vital contribution
to our community and the patients you tirelessly
serve each day.



Marge Bruno
Fred & Marcia Rehmus
Emery Rogers
Gordon Russell
Elizabeth Wolf

Join us for a garden reception in honor of six 
distinguished seniors who have made significant 
professional and community contributions.

Sunday, May 16, 2010
3:00 - 5:00 pm

You’re invited!

Call (650) 289-5445 or visit 
www.avenidas.org for tickets.

Where age is just a number

25%OFF LIST PRICEWITH THIS COUPONSOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY
EXPIRES 6-30-2010

H O M E  O F F I C E S  • M E D I A  C E N T E R S

W A L L  B E D S  • C L O S E T S  • G A R A G E S  

O U R  P E N I N S U L A  S H O W R O O M S  H AV E  C O N S O L I D AT E D.

V I S I T  U S  AT  O U R  N E W LY  E X PA N D E D  A N D  R E N O VAT E D

C A M P B E L L  S H O W R O O M .  T H E  B AY  A R E A ’ S  L A R G E S T !

C A M P B E L L  S H O W R O O M  • 1 1 9 0  D E L L  A V E N U E

W W W . V A L E T C U S T O M . C O M 4 0 8 . 3 7 0 . 1 0 4 1
L I C E N S E  # 7 8 2 2 1 7  •  S I N C E  1 9 7 3  •  F O R M E R LY  E U R O D E S I G N

C U S T O M  S O L U T I O N S  F O R  E V E R Y

S T Y L E  A N D  E V E R Y  B U D G E T  
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UPFRONT

Menlo Park man killed in fire likely inhaled 
superheated air, say coroner and fire chief
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Menlo Park man who 
died in a fire that nearly 
completely consumed a 

two-story Berkeley Avenue home 
on the morning of April 27 was 
Kelly Brosnan, 46.
 Mr. Brosnan, San Mateo Coun-
ty Coroner Robert Foucrault told 
The Almanac, died as a result 
of “inhalation of products of 
combustion,” by which he said he 
meant soot and superheated air.
 Firefighters found Mr. Brosnan 
lying next to a deflated air mat-
tress in a first-floor bedroom in 
the one unburned part of the 
house. He may have tried to stand 
up, encountered superheated air, 
taken a breath and died, his lungs 
seared from the heat, Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District Chief 
Harold Schapelhouman said.
 “One breath and it’ll kill you 
right away,” Mr. Foucrault said.
 The fire was a furious one, 
Chief Schapelhouman said at the 
scene later that day. He noted the 
absence of a roof and supporting 
beams and the blackened, skele-
tal, spindly uprights — studs that, 

unlike today’s lumber, actually 
measured 2 inches by 4 inches. 
(The house was built in the 1920s 
or 1930s, he said.)
 “That’s really unusual, to see that 
depth of burn,” he added, pointing 
to what firefighters call “alligator” 
charring for its scale-like surface 
texture. “There’s nothing (left) 
there. That’s a long time in burn-
ing. ... It could have been preheat-
ing for hours. I’d say this fire was 
burning for maybe 30 minutes 
before anybody discovered (it).”
 It was a very hot fire, too, the 
chief said, pointing out how it had 
blistered paint on a neighboring 
garage and blackened a redwood 
tree and fence. The home’s melted 
aluminum window frames meant 
a temperature of at least 1,000 
degrees, he said.
 Because the fire had a head start 
and a high potential for injury, 
firefighters fought it from the 
outside, he said.
 “Every fireman wants to go to a 
fire until you deal with something 
like this,” he said, referring to the 
fatality. “All of a sudden, you’re 
sort of brought up to the reality 
of what your job is.”
 The fire appears to have start-

ed accidentally, Chief Schapel-
houman said. The blaze was 
reported at about 1:30 a.m. at 
825 Berkeley Ave. in a tree-filled 
neighborhood.
 Firefighters arrived within four 
minutes and quickly extinguished 
the flames, Chief Schapelhouman 
said. The fire was under control 
by 2 a.m.
 Peter Farmer, who lives next 
door, said Mr. Brosnan rented 
the house for the past six or seven 
years and lived alone.
 Mr. Farmer was sleeping when 
he, his wife and their two daugh-
ters awoke to the sound of explo-
sions, looked out the window 
and saw flames pouring from the 
house next door.
 “The flames were intense and 
probably reaching up 30 or 40 
feet,” Mr. Farmer said. “It was quite 
frightening to wake up and see the 
house completely in flames.”
 Chief Schapelhouman said the 
explosions were propane cylin-
ders and aerosol cans that were 
kept in a wooden shack behind 
the burning home.  A

Bay City News Service contrib-
uted to this report.

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac

Fire Chief Harold Schapelhouman of the Menlo Park Fire Protection District stands amid the rubble of a fire that 
destroyed a 1920s-era two-story home at 825 Berkeley Ave. in Menlo Park early on the morning of April 27.
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www.robertsmarket.com

Celebrating 

50 Years in W
oodside

Veronica W
eber

George Roberts, left, and his son Brian pose in their Woodside 
grocery store.

Open 6:30 am - 8:00 pm daily

Two locations to serve you 
in Woodside & Portola Valley

3015 Woodside Road, Woodside 

650.851.1511

4420 Alpine Road, Portola Valley 

650.851.1711

Fresh Produce

Tasty and Crisp! 

LARGE FUJI APPLES 

$159 lb 

Fresh

ORGANIC SPRING MIX 
$299 lb

Delicious! Seedless

MUSCAT GRAPES

roduce

$ 59

SSSS
$229

lb

Meat and Seafood

 

MARINATED 
SKIRT STEAK 

$1198 lb
 

CHICKEN 
FAJITA 

$598 lb

Wine and Spirits

Woodside Vineyards

Officially established and bonded in 1963, Woodside 

is one of the oldest post-prohibition boutique wineries 

to be found.  Under the direction of wine maker 

Brian Caselden, the winery consistently produces 

world class wines that express their origins with 

clarity.  Please join us in celebrating this local jewel.

On Sale Grocery

16oz. – Also Mild – Hot

MRS. RENFRO’S 
CHIPOTLE CORN SALSA 

$249

8oz. 

KETTLE 
CHILI LIME 
TORTILLA CHIPS 

$199

6oz.  

AMY’S 
BEANS & RICE 
BURRITO 

$199

35 Count 

CLOROX 
DISINFECTING WIPES 

$249

$1299
12oz. – 12 Pack – 
Plus Calif. Redeem Value

CORONA 
EXTRA CERVEZA

Deli Department!

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo!

2007 Woodside Vnyds 

Chardonnay “Regan Vnyd.”

Sale $18.99 Reg. $21.99

Both rich and crisp, this beauty offers hints of 
citrus, pear and vanilla.

2007 Woodside Vnyds 

King’s Mountain Cabernet 

Sale $21.99 Reg. $24.99

A solid 100% Cabernet, that intense varietal 
character but with a medium body and bright 
acidity.

2006 Woodside Vnyds Estate 

Bottled Pinot Noir 

Sale $31.99 Reg. $35.99

A pretty Pinot with ripe cherry fruit and lovely 
spices from the vineyard and lovely oak.

2005 Woodside Vnyds 

La Questa Cabernet Savignon 

Sale $99.99
This gem comes from the La Questa vineyard 
first planted in 1884.  This is a rare and unique 
“snapshot” of Cabernet as it was 100 years ago.  
Rivaled only by Ridges Montebello, this is a 
treasure not to be missed.  Fewer than 50 cases 
produced.

Sale prices are net and do not receive any volume discounts.

Sale Dates:  May 5, 6, 7, 8

Chicken Enchiladas
$8.09lb

Steak Quesadillas
Cheddar Cheese, Onion, Bell Peppers

$5.99ea

Mexican Cole Slaw
With Jalapeño

$5.99lb

Tex Mex Rice
$3.50lb



By Gennady Sheyner
Palo Alto Weekly

O
f the three Democrats 
running for Ira Ruskin’s 
seat in the 21st Assembly 

District, Yoriko Kishimoto is the 
only one who can boast of being a 
“proven futurist.”
 It’s been more than two decades 
since Ms. Kishimoto co-wrote 
the book “The Third Century,” 
which predicted that America’s 
entrepreneurial spirit, democratic 
system and tendency to attract the 
best foreign talent would give the 
nation a major long-term advan-
tage over Europe and Japan. These 
days, she is struck by how many of 
the prophesies in the book came 
true.
 For Ms. Kishimoto, California 
presents the same challenges and 
opportunities as the nation at 
large: a dysfunctional Legislature, 
fierce competition from abroad, 
and an education system that’s 
gradually slipping. But she believes 
that, of the three candidates, she 
is uniquely positioned to lead 
the state forward. She didn’t just 
study the statistics about foreign 
workers succeeding in America, 
she became one.
 Ms. Kishimoto, 54, sees herself 
as the “face of California.” Born in 
Japan, she immigrated to America 
as a child, learned English, earned 
a master’s degree in business from 
Stanford University, and started 

a manage-
ment-con-
sulting busi-
ness. She 
was elected 
to the Palo 
Alto City 
Council in 
2001 and 
had what 
she calls her “watershed moment” 
six years later, when she became 
the city’s first Asian-American 
mayor.
 “Of the 15 mayors in Santa 
Clara County, five were Asian 
and all five were first-generation 
Americans,” Ms. Kishimoto said 
in a recent interview. “That’s a true 
testament to the robustness of our 
economy.”
 During her eight years on the 
Palo Alto council, Ms. Kishimoto 
never shied away from pushing 
for her top priorities: walkable 
neighborhoods, safer bike paths, 
a functional public-transit system, 
climate protection and land con-
servation. She routinely subjected 
developers and planning staff to 
grueling Q-and-A sessions and 
voted against any project that she 
felt was inconsistent with the city’s 
long-term vision.
 Last year, she voted against 
Palo Alto’s three largest proposed 
developments: Alma Plaza, the 
College Terrace Centre, and the 
proposed hotel for the Palo Alto 

Bowl site. All three were ultimately 
approved despite her opposition.
 Ms. Kishimoto has also emerged 
as one of the Peninsula’s leading 
critics of the proposed high-speed-
rail system. In October 2008, she 
joined the City Council in passing 
a resolution urging residents to 
support the state-wide Proposi-
tion 1A, which provided $9.95 
billion for the project. She now 
says she regrets casting that vote.
 Ms. Kishimoto said she still 
supports having a high-speed-rail 
system, but is disappointed with 
the way the planning process for 
the new system has played out. 
In February 2009, she attended a 
few public outreach meetings on 
the project and found some of the 
information coming out of the 
meetings vague and troubling. 
 In the coming months, she 
reached out to neighboring com-
munities and helped found the 
Peninsula Cities Consortium, a 
coalition that includes Menlo 

By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

P
eople trickled onto the sun-
baked patio outside Menlo 
Park’s city administration 

building to join a bubbly crowd 
as 1 p.m. approached on Monday, 
waiting for more of their num-
ber to arrive. Then somehow a 
decision was reached, the doors 
opened, and the crowd flowed into 
the building, pooling in front of 
the city clerk’s desk upstairs.
 If the two men sitting on a 
nearby bench had made a bet on 
what the people were there for, 
the one who put his money on 
pension reform probably would 
have gotten pretty favorable odds. 
He also would have walked away 
with money in his pocket.
 “This is about Menlo Park being 
a leader, and taking the initiative,” 
Roy Thiele-Sardina, a leader of 
the group, told a couple journal-
ists outside the building. “The 

initiative we’re proposing is the 
fiscally responsible thing to do.”
 The group said it gathered 
more than 3,100 signatures from 
Menlo Park residents in the past 
six weeks, over half-again the 
1,882 required to put an initiative 
measure on the ballot. They col-
lected so many signatures, in fact, 
that the city will likely be forced 
to hold a special election if it isn’t 
able to arrange everything in time 
to present the measure to voters 
in November, according to City 
Clerk Margaret Roberts.
 Mr. Thiele-Sardina and Mr. 
Riggs, the other leader of the ini-
tiative drive, said they had forgot-
ten all about that possibility. After 
Ms. Roberts told him that it would 
cost the city about $60,000, Mr. 
Thiele-Sardina assumed roughly 
the pleased and sheepish expres-
sion of a kid who has broken a 
neighbor’s window with a home 
run ball (the men said they had 

meant to avoid gathering that 
many signatures).
 If it makes it to the ballot, and 
if voters approve it, the initiative 
would scale back public pensions 
for new city employees so that they 
would receive three-fifths of their 
annual salary after retiring at 60 
(under the current formula, they 
receive four-fifths at 55). It would 
also require the City Council to 
send any future “enhancement” in 
pension benefits to the voters.
 Many of the 100 or so volun-
teers who helped with the cam-
paign came out for the event. 
They looked over Mr. Thiele-
Sardina’s shoulder as Ms. Roberts 
checked the paperwork. They 
chatted and took photos of each 
other, but mostly just stood there, 
looking pleased and a touch 
apprehensive, happy to have been 
part of something that felt 
momentous, waiting to see what 
would happen next. A
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Pension reform advocates turn in petitions

Photo by Sean Howell/The Almanac

Pension reform advocates said they turned in more than 3,100 
signatures on Monday to put a “pension reform” initiative on the ballot. 
Henry Riggs (left) and Roy Thiele-Sardina (center) waited as City Clerk 
Margaret Roberts checked their paperwork.

Menlo council set to impose 
two-tier pension system
By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

A
s the bureaucratic gears 
start turning to verify 
a citizen-led “pension 

reform” ballot initiative, Menlo 
Park’s City Council looks set 
to impose a “two-tier” pen-
sion system on the city’s largest 
union, similar to the one in the 
initiative.
 The system would increase 
retirement age for non-police 
city employees from 55 to 60, 
and would decrease pension 
benefits from a maximum of 
four-fifths of annual salary to 
three-fifths. While the council 
is discussing imposing it on the 
152 employees represented by 
Service Employees International 
Union (SEIU), the system would 
only go into place if the city 
negotiates the same deal with 
the city’s middle management 
employees when their contract 
expires in 2011.
 Henry Riggs, a leader of 
the “pension reform” drive, 
said Monday that the coun-
cil’s potential action would not 
affect his group’s efforts, not-
ing that the imposition is only 
temporary and contingent on 
future negotiations, and that 
the pension initiative would also 

require voter approval of any 
future pension enhancements.
 The terms the council will 
consider at its meeting Tuesday, 
May 4, would also include a salary 
freeze, and a provision that would 
potentially increase employees’ 
contributions to future pension 
and health care costs.
 The terms are similar to those 
agreed to by the union rep-
resenting middle-management 
employees in December. While 
the city initially made the same 
offer to both unions, SEIU 
rejected it, according to Per-
sonnel Director Glen Kramer. 
Negotiations have been at a 
standstill ever since.
 Since December, the council’s 
position on the two-tier system 
has apparently shifted. In a 
staff report, Mr. Kramer cites 
the continued economic down-
town, as well as political factors, 
including the “public perception 
that the existing plans in place ... 
are excessive when compared to 
the private sector.” 
 The “pension reform” group 
began gathering signatures for 
its campaign after the city 
agreed to that initial contract, 
and the issue has generated a lot 
of public interest since the reces-

See PENSION, page 8 See YORIKO, page 8

Yoriko Kishimoto: living the dream

Photo by Veronica Weber/
Palo Alto Weekly

Yoriko Kishimoto

This is one in a series of stories on 
candidates for the state Assembly’s 
21st District seat in the June 8 
Democratic primary. The district 
includes The Almanac’s entire 
circulation area.

E L E C T O N
2 0 1 0
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Perinatal 
Diagnostic 

Center

Center for 
Fetal Health

Packard 
Children’s 
Hospital

Stanford 
School of 
Medicine

Obstetric 
Anesthesia

TOGETHER
WHAT DREW US HERE AS DOCTORS, DRAWS US 
BACK AS PATIENTS. 

www.lpch.org

Obstetricians Karen Shin and Mary Parman spend their days caring for 
pregnant patients and delivering babies. Now that each doctor is pregnant 
with her fi rst child, the choice of where to deliver is clear: right here where 
they deliver their patients’ babies, at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital. 
“At Packard, every specialist you could ever need is available within minutes, 
around the clock. When you’ve seen how successfully the physicians, staff 
and nurses work, especially in unpredictable situations, you instinctively 
want that level of care for you and your baby.”

To learn more about the services we provide to expectant mothers and 

babies, visit lpch.org
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N E W S

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me at gdarke@apr.

com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a freemarket analysis of your property.

Buyers move in early?

Q:  The sale of our home will be 
delayed a couple of months until 
the buyers’ home sells. Since we 
have a place to move, the buyer's are 
asking for early occupancy so their 
son can attend summer school at 
his new school. While I am certain 
it is not a great idea is there a down-
side to this?  I really feel sorry for 
them and would like to help.

A:  Giving early occupancy is rarely 
a good idea because too many things 
could go wrong. For instance, what 
if your buyers’ home doesn’t sell on 
schedule or -worse yet-what if it 
doesn’t sell at all?

However, if you must give early 
occupancy make certain that your 
contract covers critical items. First, 

how much rent will be charged and 
when is it due?

What kind of penalty will the 
buyers incur if the rent is late? Who 
will pay the utilities after you move 
out? Will the buyers be covered by 
adequate insurance while occupying 
your property?

What recourse will you have it the 
buyer’s sale falls through and they 
cannot buy your house? What if they 
don’t want to leave?

The buyer’s “walk-through” inspec-
tion should be done before occupan-
cy, just in case something happens to 
the property after they move in. Even 
if you can satisfactorily answer these 
questions, this would be one area of 
real estate I would stick with “never”!

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Gloria Darke

Sunday, May 9th
10:30am to 1:30pm
Come enjoy a gourmet 

brunch buffet with Mom!
�

 Adults $35

 Kids $20

Café Primavera
Nestled in the heart of Allied Arts Guild.

75 Arbor Road, Menlo Park75 Arbor Road, Menlo Park

Make your reservation for Mother’s Day

For Reservations 
Call or Email Maria 

650.321.8810
mariat@cafeprimavera.com

www.cafeprimavera.com

A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Connoisseur Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City   

(650) 369-5250   9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 

espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

Celia’s Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino, Palo Alto   (650) 843-0643

1850 El Camino, Menlo Park   (650) 321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

Full Bar - Happy Hour Specials; Catering

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View   

(650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla. 

Open daily for lunch and dinner.

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Coffee & Tea

Election results to be posted Tuesday night
 Results for the all-mail spe-
cial parcel tax elections for the 
Menlo Park City and the Portola 
Valley school districts will be 
posted online at 8:05 p.m. Tues-
day, May 4, according to Warren 
Slocum, chief elections officer.
 Go to AlmanacNews.com for 
updates.
 There’s still time for voters 
in the two school districts to 
cast ballots, but they must be 
dropped off by 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 4, at the Elections Office at 
40 Tower Road in San Mateo.

 Alternatively, they may be 
dropped off at a city hall in the 
district by the office’s closing 
time on May 4. For the Menlo 
Park district election, ballots 
may be dropped off at city hall 
in Atherton, 91 Ashfield Road; 
or in Menlo Park at 701 Laurel 
St. In the Portola Valley district, 
voters may drop off ballots at 

the town hall at 765 Portola 
Road.
 In the Portola Valley election, 
Measure D calls for a four-year, 
$168 annual parcel tax. 
 Measure C in the Menlo Park 
election calls for a seven-year, 
$178 annual parcel tax. Both 
require a two-thirds yes vote in 
order to pass.
 Go to shapethefuture.org and 
click on the “Track and Con-
firm” button to confirm that the 
elections office received your 
ballot.

Atherton grapples with town’s ‘unfunded liability’
By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

I
n the short term, the town 
of Atherton must wrestle 
with a projected $1.2 million 

shortfall as it crafts its 2010-11 
budget. But it’s the long-term 
outlook, which is clouded by 
an unfunded liability that has 
reached nearly $8 million, that 
has some Town Council mem-
bers even more troubled.
 Spending in the proposed $10.4 
million budget is down from last 
year’s $11 million, but the council 
will have to find more spending 
cuts in spending, or boost rev-
enues with higher fees, to balance 
the budget.
 The council looked at the 
draft budget for the first time at 
an April 26 study session. With 
Mayor Kathy McKeithen out of 
town and absent from the meet-
ing, the other four council mem-
bers expressed concern about 
the town’s unfunded liability 
for post-retirement health care 
costs promised to employees. An 
actuarial study placed that cost at 
$7.7 million in the current fiscal 
year, according to Louise Ho, the 
town’s finance director.
 Cities and special districts 
throughout California for years 
have been struggling with the 
so-called “other post-retirement 
benefits” costs, which do not 
include pensions, and some have 
been setting aside money each 

year to build a fund to ensure 
the money is there when retirees 
need it. 
 The town put money aside for 
the post-retirement costs for the 
first time this fiscal year, City 
Manager Jerry Gruber reminded 
the council.
 Based on the actuarial report, 
the town should pay a specified 
amount each year for the next 
30 years to pay off the unfunded 
liability, Ms. Ho said after the 
meeting. The specified amount 
for 2010-11 is $655,000, but the 
city manager is recommending 
funding half that amount, or 
$327,000, for the next fiscal year 
unless the town’s financial posi-
tion improves, she said.
 Clearly uncomfortable with 
the size of the unfunded liabil-
ity and the projected $1.2 mil-
lion shortfall, Councilman Jerry 
Carlson asked town staff and the 
town’s Finance Committee to 
put together a five-year plan to 
review town costs and address a 
“cost curve that is steeper than the 
revenue curve.
 “And the unfunded liability is 
key in this,” he said.
 Dealing with the unfunded 
liability “is not going to be fun, 
and it’s not going to be easy,” but 
it can’t be ignored, he said.

Property tax revenue
 Atherton’s property tax revenue 
may not be as “flat” as that of 

other Bay Area towns, but this 
year’s revenue increase is far less 
than what the town experienced 
during better economic times 
when real estate values soared. 
Ms. Ho said projections from the 
county show that property tax 
revenue will increase by only 1.2 
percent this year.
 The draft budget includes no 
money for employee raises, and 
doesn’t touch the $873,620 gener-
al fund reserve. It does, however, 
spend $344,000 from the building 
department’s $406,546 operating 
reserve.
 Council members made it clear 
that they were committed to using 
the $1.8 million in annual parcel 
tax revenues only for what voters 
were told they would be used for: 
public works projects and public 
safety — not for balancing the 
budget.
 They also supported budgeting 
$100,000 toward costs related 
to the town’s involvement in 
the high-speed rail issue, which 
includes consultant fees and pos-
sible legal costs.
 The council is expected to review 
a more complete draft of the bud-
get at its May 19 meeting.  A

 Five seniors at Menlo-Ather-
ton High School and one from 
Menlo School have earned 
National Merit scholarships of 
$2,500 each.
 The awards to M-A students 
went to three Menlo Park 
residents — Sashi A. Ayyangar, 
Maya Lozinski and Scott J. 
Swartz — and Portola Valley 
residents Ellora T. Israni and 
Chloe E. Peters, according to 
a statement from the National 
Merit Scholarship Corpora-

tion. The sixth winner, Daniel 
M. Diekroeger of Woodside, is 
a Menlo School student.
 The 2,500 award winners 
were chosen from a nation-
wide pool of 15,000 finalists, 
the statement said. The criteria 
include difficulty of a subject 
studied, grades, standardized 
test scores, leadership in com-
munity activities, an essay 
and a recommendation from 
a school official.
 The number of winners per 

state is proportional to the 
state’s percentage of graduat-
ing seniors. California had 310 
for 2010.
 Comparing numbers of 
scholarships per school “will 
lead to erroneous and unsound 
conclusions,” the statement 
said, adding that the scholar-
ship program is a showcase 
for individual students with 
“exceptional academic ability 
and potential for success in 
rigorous college studies.”

E L E C T O N
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National Merit scholarships go to six local students

Post your views and 
comments on TownSquare: 
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com
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sion began.
 While several union represen-
tatives have suggested that the 
council’s shift on the issue may 
have more to do with politics than 
financial stability, Councilman 
John Boyle said in an interview 
that the proposal is all about man-
aging the city’s risk.
 “I certainly don’t think this is 
just a political ploy,” he said. “In 
my various conversations with 
other council members and with 
staff, I never heard anybody say 
anything (to that effect).
 “There’s a sincere intent here: We 
have to fundamentally change the 

model, and come up with some-
thing that is sustainable in the long 
run.”
 Asked why the city wasn’t eyeing 
a two-tier system in late 2009, Mr. 
Boyle said that it’s become clearer 
since then that the city’s revenues 
are lagging. He also said that other 
nearby cities are implementing or 
exploring two-tier systems with 
more gusto, giving Menlo Park 
more confidence that it can be 
competitive in the labor market.
 Councilman Heyward Robin-
son disagreed with Mr. Boyle, say-
ing that a two-tier system would 
make it harder to attract employ-
ees. The city’s recent inability to 
lure a qualified environmental 
programs manager for a salary of 

over $80,000 shows that finding 
employees is still a challenge, even 
in a recession, he said.
 Councilwoman Kelly Fergusson 
said in an interview several weeks 
ago that it wasn’t clear to her that 
a two-tier system would save the 
city money, but said in a phone 
message that she now supports the 
plan.
 “Without taking significant 
steps to modify the pension struc-
ture over the long term, we are 
looking at layoffs and a decrease in 
services,” she said. “That’s what we 
want to avoid.”
 The council meeting begins at 7 
p.m. in the council chambers, 
between Laurel and Alma streets 
in the Civic Center complex. A

By Gennady Sheyner
Palo Alto Weekly

C
alifornia’s controversial 
high-speed-rail project risks 
major delays because of 

poor planning, a shaky business 
plan and lax oversight by the state 
agency charged with building the 
$43 billion system, a  new report 
from the California State Auditor 
Elaine Howle has found.
 The audit, which the state audi-
tor’s office released April 29, identi-
fies a myriad of flaws in the Cali-
fornia High-Speed Rail Authority’s 
effort to implement the 800-mile 
rail system, for which state voters 
approved $9.95 billion in 2008.
 The audit found that the rail 
authority has failed to carefully 
track the work of its contractors; 
has not figured out exactly how 
it will pay for the colossal project; 
and has spent at least $4 million on 
invoices without receiving evidence 
that the work in the invoices was 
performed.
 “The report concludes that the 
High-Speed Rail Authority has not 
adequately planned for the future 
development of the program,” 
Mr. Howle wrote in the cover let-
ter of the report, which carries 
the descriptive title, “High-Speed 
Rail Authority: It Risks Delays or 

an Incomplete System Because of 
Inadequate Planning, Weak Over-
sight, and Lax Contract Manage-
ment.”
 Many of the audit’s findings echo 
the concerns recently expressed by 
Legislative Analyst’s Office; by state 
Sens. Joe Simitian and Alan Lowen-
thal; and by a multitude of rail 
watchdogs and project opponents. 
Chief among these is the concern 
that the rail authority’s business 
plan has failed to identify the neces-
sary funding sources for the project 
and to adequately consider some of 
the project’s biggest risks.
 The rail authority’s 2009 business 
plan projected, for example, that the 
rail authority would receive $4.7 
billion from the federal government 
as part of the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act. So far, the 
agency has only received $2.25 bil-
lion.
 “The program risks significant 
delays without more well-developed 
plans for obtaining or replacing 
federal funds,” the auditor’s report 
states.
 The report also notes, however, 
that the rail authority is working to 
improve its approach to managing 
funding risks. The agency recently 
hired a risk-insurance manager 
and revised its risk-management 

process. The audit states that the 
authority “must ensure that these 
actions for managing risk are 
fully implemented so it can respond 
effectively to circumstances that 
could significantly delay or even 
halt the program.”
 The new report is particularly 
scathing in its review of the rail 
authority’s oversight of contracts. 
The auditor’s office found that the 
rail authority “does not generally 
ensure that invoices reflect work 
performed by contractors.”

Authority’s reaction
 Curt Pringle, chair of the rail 
authority’s board of directors, wrote 
in his response to the auditor’s 
office that the rail authority agrees 
with the auditor’s recommenda-
tions, but not the report’s title. 
 “We do believe, however, that 
the report’s inflammatory title is 
overly aggressive considering that 
the contents of the audit’s findings 
are not equally scathing,” Mr. Prin-
gle wrote. “While the Authority is 
appreciative that the report in its 
entirety reflects more objectively 
the challenges of a state entity in 
transition from a planning body to 
one responsible for implementing 

a large-scale infrastructure proj-
ect, we also appreciate that not all 
Californians are able to read each 
and every word in the audit report 
and therefore may be misled by 
the title and headlines contained 
within.” 
 The rail authority also wrote 
that it is already working to 
update its risk-management prac-

tices; clarify its efforts to secure 
private funds for the rail project; 
and implement a database that 
tracks expenditures. A

REPORT
Go to is.gd/bP5zq (case-sensitive) to 
view the report. It can take a minute for 
the PDF document to open.
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State audit blasts High-Speed Rail Authority Rail issues get a hearing in Atherton
 Atherton residents will have 
a chance to ask California 
High-Speed Rail Authority 
consultants about alternatives 
being considered for the rail’s 
construction from San Jose to 
San Francisco at a meeting set 
for 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 4.
 The meeting will be in the 
Jennings Pavilion at Holbrook-
Palmer Park, 150 Watkins Ave. 
in Atherton.
 There will be a display of 
maps, and participants can 
pick up basic project informa-
tion available on tables around 
the edge of the room. Town 
staff will open the meeting 
with a short review of the 
town’s goals and priorities 
regarding the project.
 The town’s overview will be 

followed by a 30-minute pre-
sentation by the rail authority’s 
consultants, who will review 
right-of-way issues, identify 
key street crossings, and review 
options being considered, 
according to the agenda.
 A 45-minute question-and-
answer session will follow.
 Atherton has strongly criti-
cized the rail authority’s plan 
to run the high-speed trains 
along the Caltrain corridor 
that bisects the town, and is a 
party in a joint lawsuit alleging 
that the rail authority withheld 
crucial information about how 
it arrived at its ridership esti-
mates.
 For more information about 
the meeting, call the city clerk’s 
office at 752-0500.

Leather Furniture 
Repair

Expert color matching 
and re-dyeing

We can repair leather, 
vinyl, fabrics & plastic

Even pet damage and burns!

408.773.1395
www.fi brenew.com/silicon_valley

S I L I C O N  V A L L E Y

Upholstery Cleaning

Presents

The 41st Annual Stanford Tennis School
on the Stanford Campus

Directed by Dick & Anne Gould

ADULT DAY CAMP JUNIOR DAY CAMP

Overnight & Day Camps for juniors offered all summer at Stanford. 
Directors are Stanford coaches, John Whitlinger & Lele Forood.

USSportsCamps.com
1-800-NIKE CAMP
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Park, Atherton, Belmont and Burl-
ingame. She thinks the consortium 
may have played a role in persuading 
the rail authority to eliminate the 
“berm” option (known locally as the 
“Berlin Wall” option) from its list of 
considered designs.
 Ms. Kishimoto said a seat in 
the state Assembly would give her 
more power and influence over the 
controversial $43 billion project. 
She supports demanding a better 
business plan from the rail author-
ity; ensuring that the rail authority’s 
work undergoes peer reviews; and 
making sure the system’s design 
doesn’t harm the quality of life in 
local communities.

 “It has to be a solution that leaves 
the communities better and protects 
the walkable and livable aspects of 
our community,” Ms. Kishimoto 
said.
 Ms. Kishimoto also supports 
tackling the state’s $21 billion budget 
deficit by instituting an oil-extrac-
tion fee (a position shared by her two 
Democratic opponents) and raising 
taxes on cigarettes and alcohol. She 
also said she would support reining 
in pension costs for state employees 
and trimming expenditures, though 
she couldn’t cite any specific pro-
grams she would eliminate.
 She acknowledges that holding 
office in Sacramento would be more 
difficult than serving in Palo Alto, 
but says she’s up to the challenge. She 
recalls that when she joined the City 
Council, the body was also dysfunc-

tional and polarized. She takes some 
credit for the growing spirit of coop-
eration and cites herself and former 
Mayor Bern Beecham as the two 
council members who were willing 
to cross the proverbial aisle and build 
constructive relationships.
 Ms. Kishimoto believes her abil-
ity to find common ground helped 
her govern in Palo Alto and build 
alliances around the Peninsula. If 
elected, she expects these same skills 
to help her tackle some of Califor-
nia’s steepest challenges.
 “California has some very serious 
short-term issues and challenges that 
we have to face head on,” she said. 
“But we do have the single best long-
term system in the world — a system 
that is amazingly resilient; a system 
that allows us to pick up and reinvent 
ourselves.” A

YORIKO
continued from page 5



By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter spending months sweat-
ing over an ordinance regu-
lating water use in landscap-

ing for single-family residences, 
Menlo Park’s City Council unani-
mously approved the substance of 
the law at its April 27 meeting.
 The process of drafting the law, 
a modification of a state ordi-
nance that went into effect at the 
beginning of the year requiring 
certain water-efficient landscap-
ing techniques, inspired hours of 
argument and head-scratching on 
the dais over the three meetings 
in which the council discussed 
it. It was even detailed in a New 
York Times article that featured a 
photo of Councilman John Boyle 
standing in his spacious back yard, 
opposing a provision that could 
restrict lawn size, under the head-
line: “Water Conservation Could 
Limit Suburban Lawns.”
 But despite all the hubbub, the 
final ordinance in most essentials 
hews close to the state law already 
in place. It’s not as restrictive as the 
ordinance developed by the Bay 
Area Water Supply and Conserva-

tion Agency (BAWSCA), or the 
one originally proposed by city 
management. And it does not, in 
fact, limit lawn size — a provision 
that Mr. Boyle and city staff now 
maintain was optional all along.
 Menlo Park’s law diverges from 

the state’s in that it covers about 
four-fifths of the city’s single-fam-
ily residences, leaving out smaller 
parcels, while the state’s applied to 
about one-half. While the state’s 
law sets predetermined water-use 
limits, the city’s does not. Instead, 
it requires homeowners to choose 
most of their landscaping from a 
list of low-water-use plants.
 The city’s law, which supersedes 
the state’s, would also require cov-
ers for new spas and pools.

 Homeowners would only have 
to begin complying with the ordi-
nance if and when they apply to 
the city for new construction, new 
water service, or other projects, 
and only if irrigated landscaping 
work is part of the project.
 Will the ordinance decrease 
residential water use? It’s tough 
to say. The city hasn’t estimated 
how much water would be saved, 
and won’t enforce the law beyond 
reviewing initial landscaping 
plans.
 Rick Ciardella, a local land-
scape architect and recent coun-
cil candidate, said in an inter-
view that he believes the state 
law will force the landscaping 
industry to employ more con-
servation-minded practices.
 “The basic thing for me is that 
it forces the industry to produce 
plant material that’s suitable for 
the California landscape,” he said 
in an interview. “In five years, 
you’re gonna walk down to Roger 
Reynolds and they’re only gonna 
have low- and medium-water-use 
plants. The number of high-water-
use plants is gonna be very small.”
 Mr. Ciardella successfully lob-
bied council members, separately 
and in private, to not apply the 
ordinance to smaller properties, to 
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Menlo landscaping ordinance 
passes with little controversy

‘In five years, you’re gonna 
walk down to Roger 

Reynolds and they’re only 
gonna have low- and 

medium-water-use plants.’
RICK CIARDELLA, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

See ORDINANCE, page 16
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By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

P
alo Alto land developer John 
Arrillaga has lent his family’s 
name to several athletic facili-

ties on the Stanford campus. Now 
one in Menlo Park will bear the 
name, as well.
 The new gymnasium Mr. Arril-
laga is helping the city finance will 
be christened the Arrillaga Family 
Gymnasium when it opens in the 
fall, the result of a unanimous vote 
by the City Council at its meeting 
Tuesday, April 27. 
 The council waived a city policy 
stipulating that facilities can only 
be named after a deceased person, 
five or more years after the person’s 

death. The policy also states that 
facilities can only be named after 
people who have made “major, 
overriding contributions to the 
city.”
 There wasn’t any disagreement 
among council members that 
Mr. Arrillaga has met that crite-
rion. Having played and coached 
basketball for over 30 years at the 
Burgess Gymnasium, he stepped 
in after hearing that the city was 
short on funds and agreed to 
build the gym himself, with a $5.8 
million contribution from the 
city. The city has estimated Mr. 
Arrillaga’s share of the cost at $8 
million or more.
 “I would just like to express our 
deep gratitude to Mr. Arrillaga 

for his very generous contribu-
tion, and the amazing construc-
tion job,” Councilwoman Kelly 
Fergusson said before the council 
vote.
 The city has twice waived the 
policy in recent years: to name the 
Burgess Park Little League field in 
honor of Tom Harrison in 2004, 
and to add the name of former 
city manager Mike Bedwell to 
Bayfront Park in 2008.  
 Construction is well under way 
on the gymnasium, located off 
Alma Street in the Civic Center 
complex, with the building sched-
uled to open in September.
 Visit menlopark.org for time-
lapse photography of the con-
struction. A

Children’s center supervisor retires following arrest
 The supervisor of the Belle Haven 
Child Development Center in Men-
lo Park, who was arrested on April 
13 for allegedly harassing and giv-
ing unwanted gifts to a 13-year-old 
girl, has retired from his position, 
according to a city official.
 Jose Adalberto Lopez, 55, of San 
Mateo, has been on paid adminis-
trative leave from his post since his 
arrest, according to Glen Kramer, 
the city’s personnel director. Mr. 
Lopez will remain on paid leave 
until his retirement becomes effec-
tive on May 14, Mr. Kramer said.
 Police were called to the child 
development center on Ivy Drive 

on April 13 after receiving infor-
mation from city staff, according 
to Nicole Acker, spokeswoman 
for the Menlo Park Police Depart-
ment. He was booked into San 
Mateo County jail that night, Ms. 
Acker said.
 The police department com-
pleted its investigation and sub-
mitted it to the San Mateo County 
District Attorney’s Office last 
week, according to Chief Deputy 
District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe. 
His office will review the case and 
determine whether charges should 
be filed, he said.
 Mr. Lopez’s arraignment is set 

for 9 a.m. May 18, Mr. Wagstaffe 
said.
 Natalie Bonham, a teacher at 
the child development center for 
seven years, has been named act-
ing supervisor of the center until 
sometime in June, when the center 
holds a graduation for the older 
children, Mr. Kramer said. “We’re 
working on longer-term solution” 
to put in place after that event, he 
said.
 Mr. Lopez began working with 
the city as a teacher in 2001, and 
was promoted in 2006 to be the 
center’s supervisor, according to 
Mr. Kramer.

Arrillaga-funded gym will bear his name

Free Wi-Fi
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By Kate Daly

he town of WWWoooooooddddssiiiddddee ccocoonnnntttinnnnuueedd d its 88-year-
old tradition of parading through the 
streets on May Day in a colorful display of 

homegrown pageantry on Saturday, May 1.
 Hundreds of people participated in the 
May Day Parade on that sunny morning, 
and hundreds more watched, representing 
several generations of locals, many of them 
tied to the event’s host, Woodside School.
 The parade started at the school, and more 
than 40 entries rolled, rode and walked down 
Woodside Road toward Roberts Market, then 

turned around to retrace the route.
 Anne Schoebel, the announcer for 12 
years, as well as a Woodside School graduate 
and former parent at the school, observed, 
“This is the most people I’ve ever seen.”
 Woodside resident Betty Flood went to 
see her great-grandchild in the parade. Ms. 
Flood has been involved, either as a partici-
pant or spectator, for close to 70 years, and 
commented that in the past, “there were 
more horses,” fewer vehicles, and everything 
was “more homemade.”
 This year, two motorcyclists from the 
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office led the 

parade, stopping frequently to throw candy 
to the crowd. A convertible carried the grand 
marshal, Cherie van der Molen, a Woodside 
preschool teacher for 18 years who was wear-
ing a crown that could have come from her 
students’ dress-up collection.
 The Royal Court of kindergartners rode in 
style in a 1946 fire truck restored by Wood-
side Fire Protection District firefighters. 
Several groups on horseback trailed behind, 
including the Mounted Patrol and San 
Mateo County Horsemen’s Association.
 Woodside riders Becky and Kip Witter 
decked themselves out in red, white and 

blue, and showed off a vintage Western 
saddle they said was designed by Roy Rog-
ers.
 A large draft horse pulled a carriage for 
NCEFT, the National Center for Equine 
Facilitated Therapy, based in Woodside. A 
pony pulled another carriage to help publi-
cize an open house on Sept. 19 at the newly 
restored Folger Stables on the other side of 
town.
 The Canada 4-H clubbers added to the 
collection of animals, displaying a rooster, 
rabbits, guinea pigs and goats.
 Representatives from the Woodside Town 
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Hundreds march in May Da

Clockwise from above: 
■ Austin Merrill and Robin 
MaGrin sit and chat on a 
classic Chevy. They are 
dressed for “Grease,” a show 
eighth-graders will perform in 
June. 
■ From left, Mia Goldberg, 
Gabriella Gomez and Lulu 
Stringer perform during the 
maypole dance. 
■ Dusty makes an 
appearance. 
■ Pam Harvey performs 
with the Los Trancos Woods 
Community Marching Band. 
■ From left, sisters Margaret, 
Anne and Mary Griffin wait for 
the parade.

Photos by 
Michelle Le



Council, Woodside School board, Woodside 
School PTA (the parade’s sponsor), and the 
Woodside School Foundation rode in vari-
ous vehicles.
 The parade’s theme, “Queen of Hearts,” 
was related to the foundation’s fundraiser, 
the grand auction “Wonderland” coming 
up at the school on May 15.
 Wearing costumes, a group of eighth-
graders sang and danced around a 1956 
Chevy convertible owned by Woodsider 
E.J. Polati to help promote the class’ oper-
etta. The students will be performing 
“Grease” at school June 2-5.

 The Woodside High School Wildcats 
Band played some tunes and was accom-
panied by baton twirlers.
 In keeping with tradition, the fun-
festooned Los Trancos Woods Marching 
Band livened things up, but with one 
noticeable addition — Charlie Schmidt 
on stilts. He went to Woodside School, is a 
parent there now, and hopped around in a 
king of hearts costume his mother and wife 
made, handing out fliers for getjumping-
stilts.com.
 Mr. Schmidt showed up again later in the 
school’s amphitheatre, where the third-

grade class did a sword and May Pole 
dance, and the Citizen of the Year was 
announced. A barbecue and carnival 
capped off the day. A
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In the picture on the cover, members of the 
third-grade class of Kara Ireland D’Ambrosio 
untangle ribbons after the maypole dance at 
the Woodside May Day festivities Saturday. 
In front are Gemma Greening, left, and Taylor 
Jagolinzer. In back are Audrey Mees, left, and 
Gabriela Gomez.

 ON THE COVER

Frances Geballe 
named Citizen 

of the Year
 Longtime Woodside resident and 
philanthropist Frances Geballe is 
this year’s recipient of the Citizen of 
the Year award.
 Each year the Woodside School 
District’s PTA asks the community 
to nominate people who embody 
the spirit of giving, and Ms. Geballe, 
with more than 30 years of volunteer 
service to the school, came out the 
clear winner.
 The award was announced at the 
Woodside May Day festivities on 
Saturday, May 1.
 Ms. Geballe and her husband 
Ted moved to Woodside in 1969. 
Their children and grandchildren 
attended Woodside School. Ever 
since then she has volunteered in 
many classrooms, focusing mainly 
on literature and the arts.
 Retired teacher Linda McCahon says 
during the 22 years she taught third-
graders in Woodside, Ms. Geballe 
came in four times a week to read with 
them. Ms. Geballe still meets with 
third-graders three times a week, and 
has volunteered at schools in Redwood 
City and East Palo Alto, as well.
 When asked about all the help she 
has provided hundreds of students over 
the years, Ms. Geballe grinned and 
beamed, saying, “I’ve just loved it!”

— Kate Daly

Frances Geballe

ay parade



 Dr. Walter Bortz of Portola 
Valley, a gerontologist and a 
clinical associate professor Stan-
ford School of Medicine, will 

discuss his book, “The Roadmap 
to 100: The Breakthrough Sci-
ence of Living a Long and Happy 
Life,” at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 

May 5, at Kepler’s bookstore, 
1010 El Camino Real in Menlo 
Park.
 Dr. Bortz, the author of other 
books, including “Dare to Be 
100,” is past co-chairman of the 

American Medical Association’s 
Task Force on Aging and the for-
mer president of the American 
Geriatric Society. 
 He has been a marathon run-
ner for four decades, and ran his 

40th marathon 
in April in Bos-
ton at the age of 
80.
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menlo park 
650.322.5524 
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3154 Woodside Road, Woodside
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Chair Seats and 
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$1/yard 
on selected fabrics

650-591-0220 San Carlos

RJ's
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and

Slipcovers

A Fabric 
Store

A Better Choice Since 1960

1064 Cherry Street

Dr. Bortz speaks at Kepler’s

Dr. Walter Bortz

Handbell Ensemble at Bethany Lutheran
 Bethany Lutheran Church in 
Menlo Park will host a free concert 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 5, by the 
Handbell Ensemble from Concor-
dia University in Portland. 
 This will be its only Bay Area stop 
on its spring tour, said K.C. Aar-
ons, spokesperson for the church, 
located at 1095 Cloud Ave. 

 The ensemble, directed by Judy 
Schumacher, rings five octaves of 
Malmark hand-bells and three 
octaves of hand-chimes. It has a 
25-year tradition at Corcordia, a 
private, Lutheran liberal arts uni-
versity.
 Go to cu-portland.edu/music for 
more information.

Enroll for Y Camp.
Engage with others. 
Enrich your life.

Enrich.

For a Summer Camp Guide,  
call (408) 351-6400 or visit 
ymcasv.org/summercamp

Sign up for summer fun today!

YMCA summers include:
 

 

Financial assistance available
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COCKTAIL ATTIRE

To RSVP, contact us at hospitalevents@stanford.edu or 650.721.2272

ABOUT STANFORD HOSPITAL & CLINICS

Stanford Hospital & Clinics is known worldwide for advanced treatment of complex disorders in areas such as 
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“America’s Best Hospitals” by U.S. News and World Report, Stanford is internationally recognized for translating medical 

breakthroughs into care of patients. For more information, please visit http://stanfordhospital.org.  
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SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2010 • SHERATON HOTEL , PALO ALTO

See the Latest Designs of The New Stanford Hospital 

Enjoy Live Entertainment Including: 
 

Support Stanford Hospital & Clinics, Your Community Hospital 

LATIN DANCE
PERFORMANCES & LESSONS

MARIACHI
CARDENAL

COUNTERPOINT
A CAPELLA

STANFORD SYNCHRONIZED
SWIMMING

VIP RECEPTION & GALA    $250/person
Includes VIP Reception (Westin Palo Alto), 

Admission to Gala (Sheraton Palo Alto), 
Complimentary Valet Parking and Hosted Bar

GALA    $150/person
Includes Admission to Gala (Sheraton Palo Alto)

and Two Drinks

For more information visit stanfordhospital.org/gala



By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

A
nother chapter is ahead 
in the long-running story 
of Woodside’s Jackling 

house, that Jazz Age summer 
mansion designed by architect 
George Washington Smith for 
copper king Daniel C. Jackling 
and now the property of Apple 
Corp. chief executive Steve Jobs, 
who wants to rid himself of it 
and replace it with a more mod-
ern home.
 Defenders of the house, a 
group called Uphold Our Heri-
tage, have appealed a March 
8 ruling by Judge Marie S. 
Weiner that gave Mr. Jobs the 
right to pursue a demolition 
permit, according to an e-mail 
from Uphold’s attorney, Doug-
las Carstens. 
 The appeal, filed on April 29, Mr. 
Carstens said, retains Uphold’s 
rights as negotiations proceed 
between Mr. Jobs and a Woodside 
couple, Jason and Magalli Yoho, 
who have submitted parts of a 
plan to the town to take the house 
apart and move it to a nearby 
property in Woodside. 
 “The Yohos have not yet 
submitted everything the town 

needs in order to process their 
application(s),” Town Manager 
Susan George said in an April 30 
e-mail. “My staff and I continue 
to work with them to facilitate 
their submittal, but thereís only 
so much we can do.”
 Among the issues facing the 
Yohos are permits from the 
town to trim large trees that get 
in the way of moving the house 
safely. The house is also signifi-
cantly weathered and was open 

to the weather with resulting 
damage to the interior. 
 A demolition permit for Mr. 
Jobs is most probably at least 30 
days away from being ready, Ms. 
George added. 
 Attorneys for Mr. Jobs have 
been talking with the Yohos, 
the talks are going well, and the 
issue may be resolved outside a 
courtroom, Mr. Carstens said. 
 Ms. Yoho, in an interview, 
said that if they win the right to 
move the house about 2 miles to 
Lindenbrook Road, her family 
would live in it. 
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COLLEGE ADMISSION ACADEMY 
 

 Saturday April 24 and May 1, 2010 

 

 At Menlo College 
 

www.collegematchus.com 

 

contact: david@collegematchus.com / (415) 601-6955 

For High School Juniors

Saturday May 15 and May 22, 2010

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

AND

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF MENLO PARK PLANNING COMMISSION

MEETING MAY 17, 2010

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the City of 
Menlo Park, California, is scheduled to review the following items: 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS

Use Permit/Timothy Chappelle/719 Hermosa Way:  Request for a use 
permit to demolish an existing single-story, single-family residence and 
construct a new two-story, single-family residence and detached garden 
shed on a substandard lot with regard to lot width in the R-E (Residential 
Estate) zoning district.

Use Permit and Architectural Control/Pacific Peninsula Group 

Architecture/737 Fremont Street:  Request for a use permit and 
architectural control for the demolition of an existing duplex, cottage, 
detached garage, and other accessory buildings and to construct four 
single-family residences comprised of two two-unit attached, single-family 
residential buildings and associated site improvements on a standard size 
lot in the R-3 (Apartment) zoning district.  The proposed project would 
include the removal of 34 trees, including 10 heritage trees, and the 
installation of 25 new 24-inch or 36- inch box trees.

Use Permit/Anatole Zelkin/1923-1929 Menalto Avenue: Request for 
a use permit to operate a yoga studio (private recreational facility) and 
beauty salon (personal services) and to modify previous conditions of 
approval for a café in an existing commercial building on a property that is 
substandard with regard to parking in the C-2 (Neighborhood Shopping) 
zoning district.

Use Permit/Laurie Carvill/1098 Hamilton Avenue: Request for a use 
permit for indoor storage and use of hazardous materials for the research 
and development (R&D) of ocular drug delivery systems for the treatment 
of vision related conditions at an existing building located in the M-2 
(General Industrial) zoning district.

PUBLIC MEETING ITEM

2010-11 Capital Improvement Program/General Plan Consistency:  

Consideration of consistency of the 2010-2011 projects of the Five-Year 
Capital Improvement Plan with the General Plan.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that said Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing on public hearing items in the Council Chambers 
of the City of Menlo Park, located at 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, on 
Monday, May 17, 2010, 7:00 p.m. or as near as possible thereafter, at which 
time and place interested persons may appear and be heard thereon.  If 
you challenge this item in court, you may be limited to raising only those 
issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this 
notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Menlo Park at, 
or prior to, the public hearing.

The project file may be viewed by the public on weekdays between the 
hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, with alternate Fridays closed, at the Department of 
Community Development, 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park.  Please call the 
Planning Division if there are any questions and/or for complete agenda 
information (650) 330-6702.

Si usted necesita más información sobre este proyecto, por favor llame al 

650-330-6702, y pregunte por un asistente que hable español.

DATED: April 29, 2010 Deanna Chow, Senior Planner
PUBLISHED: May 5, 2010 Menlo Park Planning Commission

Visit our Web site for Planning Commission public hearing, agenda, and 
staff report information: www.menlopark.org

Jackling house defenders appeal ruling
  ■ WOODSIDE

Atherton: Combating Sudden Oak Death
 Atherton residents wanting to 
help combat Sudden Oak Death 
(SOD) disease that threatens trees 
in their town can join an effort set 
to begin at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 8, 
in Atherton.
 Sponsored by the Atherton Tree 
Committee, the “SOD Blitz” will 
teach participants to identify SOD 
symptoms on California bay laurel 
trees, which often are hit first by 
the pathogen that causes SOD and 
signals that the disease has arrived 
in an area.
 Residents meeting Saturday at 

the Carriage House in Holbrook-
Palmer Park will be trained to 
identify SOD symptoms, and 
learn the basics of sampling and 
collection, said town arborist 
Kathy Hughes Anderson.
 Leaf samples will be taken in 
specific collection areas, she said. 
The samples will be analyzed in a 
UC Berkley laboratory and a map 
showing disease distribution in the 
town will be produced.
 Those interested in participat-
ing should contact Ms. Ander-
son at 752-0526, or kanderson@
ci-atherton.ca.us.

Breakfast of Champions
 Author Chris Gardner will 
receive the Champion of the 
Year award at JobTrain’s annual 
Breakfast of Champions at 7:30 
a.m. Friday, May 7, at the Hyatt 
Regency Santa Clara.
 Mr. Gardner, author of the 2006 
autobiography, “The Pursuit of 
Happyness,” will deliver the key-
note address. Other notables due 
to attend are chef Jeff Henderson 
of the Food Network, playwright 
and community activist Donald 
Lacy, and comedian Michael 
Pritchard. One thousand guests 
are expected to attend the break-
fast, says JobTrain spokesperson 
Kail Lubarsky. Individual tickets 
are $45.
 JobTrain, based in Menlo Park, is 
a nonprofit job-training organiza-
tion, formerly known as OICW. For 
more information, call 330-6569.

Paralegal and Notary Services

230 S. California Ave., Suite 103, Palo Alto 94306 
Phone: 650-324-3800 Email: FTP230@gmail.com

Santa Clara County LDA #114 – Expires 7/11

Visit Our Friendly  
and  

Professional Staff

Corporations, Living Trusts, 

Promissory Notes, Deeds, 

Power of Attorney, Divorce

Karen and Kyle

880 Santa Cruz Ave
Menlo Park

(at University Drive)

(650) 329-8888

226 Redwood 
Shores Pkwy

Redwood Shores
(Next to Pacific  
Athletic Club)

(650) 654-3333

“THE BEST 
PIZZA WEST  

OF NEW YORK”
—Ralph Barbieri  

KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

Get daily local news updates 
FREE 

in your e-mail inbox.
Sign up today at 

TheAlmanacOnline.com

Go to AlmanacNews.com for more 
news about community events.

   ■ BRIEFS
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For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures 
and health education resources, visit: pamf.org.

Community Health 
Education Programs

Palo Alto Center
795 El Camino Real

Bariatric

650-281-8908

Cancer

650-342-3749

CPAP

650-853-4729

Diabetes

650-224-7872

Drug and Alcohol

650-853-2904

Healing Imagery for 

Cancer Patients

650-799-5512

Kidney

650-323-2225

Multiple Sclerosis

650-328-0179

Support Groups

Adult Weight Management Group

Thursdays, 5:30 – 7 p.m.

Bariatric Pre-Op Class

First Tuesday of each month, 

9:30 a.m. – noon

Bariatric Nutrition SMA

First Tuesday of each month, 

10:30 a.m. – noon

Prediabetes

First Monday of the month, 9 – 11:30 

a.m., and third Wednesday of every 

other month, 4:30 – 7 p.m. Also in 

Redwood Shores, fourth Wednesday of 

every other month, 5:30 – 8 p.m.

Living Well with Diabetes

Tuesdays, 4:30 – 7 p.m., or Fridays, 

9:30 a.m. – noon

Heart Smart Class

Third and fourth Tuesday of every other 

month, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Healthy Eating Type 2 Diabetes

Third Wednesday of every other month, 

5:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Gestational Diabetes

Wednesdays, 2 – 4 p.m.

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes  650-853-2961

Pregnancy, Breastfeeding & Child Care Classes
Preparing for Birth

Thursdays, May 6 – June 10, 7 – 9:15 

p.m.; Saturday/Sunday, May 15 & 16, 

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Wednesdays, June 2 – 

July 7, 7 – 9:15 p.m., 650-853-2960

Preparing for Childbirth 

Without Medication

Sunday, May 16, 9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., 

650-853-2960

Breastfeeding: Secrets for Success

Saturday, May 22, 10 a.m. – noon, 

650-853-2960

Raising Healthy & Happy Eaters! 

(for parents of children aged 0 – 6)

650-853-2961

Toddlers and Preschoolers, 

Thursdays, 10 a.m. – noon, Palo Alto 

and Los Altos

Introduction to Solids, offered in Palo 

Alto, please call for dates.

Functional Spine Training

First Monday of each month, 

5 – 6:30 p.m. 

What You Need to Know 

About Warfarin (Coumadin)

Wednesday, May 5, 2 – 4 p.m.

Learning About Heart Failure

May 6, 14, 18 & 27, various times.

Living Well Classes  650-853-2960

Mountain View Center
701 E. El Camino Real

HICAP Counseling, Advance Health Care Directive Counseling, 

General Social Services (visits with our social worker)

Free Appointments  650-934-7373

Pregnancy, Breastfeeding and Child Care Classes
Infant Emergencies and CPR

Wednesdays, May 5 & 19, 

6 – 8:30 p.m.

OB Orientation

Thursdays, May 6, 20 and June 3, 

6:30 – 8 p.m.

Infant/Child CPR

Monday, May 10, 6 – 8 p.m.

Preparing for Baby

Tuesday, May 11, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Childbirth Preparation

Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays, 

May 13, June 3, 4 & 5, 6 – 9 p.m.

What to Expect with Your Newborn

Tuesday, May 18, 7 – 8 p.m.

Baby Care

Saturday, May 22, 10:30 a.m. – noon

Feeding Your Preschooler

Tuesday, June 1, 7 – 9 p.m. 

For all, register online or call 

650-934-7373.

Heart Smart Class

Second Tuesday of each month, 

3:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Diabetes Class (two-part class)

Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. – noon and 

Wednesdays, 2 – 4:30 p.m.

Prediabetes

Third Thursday of each month, 

2 – 4 p.m. Fourth Tuesday of each 

month, 3 – 5 p.m.

Sweet Success

Gestational Diabetes Class

Wednesdays, 9 a.m. – noon

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes  650-934-7177

Free orientation session. Tuesdays, noon – 1 p.m., and Thursdays, 5 – 6:30 p.m.

HMR Weight Management Program  650-404-8260

Understanding the Parent’s 

Role in Feeding

The Marvin Small Memorial Parent 
Workshop
Presented by Tracy Slezak, R.D.

Tuesday, May 11, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Is Your Blood Pressure 

Controlling You?

A Conversation With...
Presented by Nancy Jacobson, R.D.

Sunnyvale Public Library

Thursday, May 20, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Lecture and Workshops  650-934-7373

AWAKE Bariatric Surgery Breastfeeding

Support Groups  650-934-7373

Lecture and Workshops  650-853-4873
Hepatitis B & C: An Update

Presented by Erick P. Chan, M.D.

PAMF Gastroenterology

Tuesday, May 11, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Your Baby’s Doctor

Thursday, May 19, 7 – 9 p.m.

Ladies’ Night Out Women’s Bone Basics

Mother’s Day Event
For Your Health Community Lecture Series
Presented by Anne Liess, M.D., and 

Susan Kirkpatrick, R.D.

Wednesday, May 12, 7 – 8 p.m.

Supermarket Wise

Tuesday, May 18, 2 – 4 p.m.

Living Well Classes  650-934-7373



 Atherton residents wanting to 
help combat Sudden Oak Death 
(SOD) disease that threatens 
trees in their town can join an 
effort set to begin at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, May 8, in Atherton.
 Sponsored by the Atherton 
Tree Committee, the “SOD 
Blitz” will teach participants 
to identify SOD symptoms 
on California bay laurel trees, 
which often are hit first by the 
pathogen that causes SOD and 
signals that the disease has 
arrived in an area.
 Residents meeting Saturday at 

the Carriage House in Holbrook-
Palmer Park will be trained to 
identify SOD symptoms, and 
learn the basics of sampling and 
collection, said town arborist 
Kathy Hughes Anderson.
 Leaf samples will be taken 
in specific collection areas, she 
said. The samples will be ana-
lyzed in a UC Berkley labora-
tory and a map showing disease 
distribution in the town will be 
produced.
 Those interested in participat-

ing should contact Ms. Ander-
son at 752-0526, or kanderson@
ci-atherton.ca.us.

Breakfast of Champions
 Author Chris Gardner will 
receive the Champion of the 
Year award at JobTrain’s annual 
Breakfast of Champions at 7:30 
a.m. Friday, May 7, at the Hyatt 
Regency Santa Clara.
 Mr. Gardner, author of the 2006 
autobiography, “The Pursuit of 
Happyness,” will deliver the key-
note address. Other notables due 
to attend are chef Jeff Henderson 
of the Food Network, playwright 
and community activist Donald 
Lacy, and comedian Michael 
Pritchard. One thousand guests 
are expected to attend the break-
fast, says JobTrain spokesperson 
Kail Lubarsky. Individual tickets 
are $45.
 JobTrain, based in Menlo Park, 
is a nonprofit job-training orga-
nization, formerly known as 
OICW. For more information, 
call 330-6569.

Atherton: Combating Sudden Oak Death
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C O M M U N I T Y

schedule annual check-ups on the 
cost to homeowners and amount 
of water saved, and to cut several 
minor provisions that he said were 
unnecessarily burdensome.
 Like the state’s, the city’s law 
requires plants with similar water 
needs to be grouped together, 
mandates sensors that shut off 
sprinklers when they detect mois-
ture, prohibits sprinklers from 
running between 10 a.m. and 8 
p.m., and requires irrigation sys-
tems to be “70 percent efficient.”
 The vote was not entirely free 
of contention. Mr. Boyle asked to 
qualify language requiring people 
to agree to certain maintenance 
measures, saying he didn’t want to 
encourage lawsuits between neigh-
bors over weeding and mulching 
schedules. The council agreed to 
soften the language, though not 
without some debate and one very 
audible sigh of frustration.
 The ordinance must still clear a 
procedural vote at a later council 
meeting. A

ORDINANCE 
continued from page 9

 BRIEFS

For more information about these camps, see our online 
directory of camps at PaloAltoOnline.com/biz/summercamps

To advertise in a weekly directory, contact 650-326-8210

G U I D E  T O  2 0 1 0  S U M M E R  C A M P S  F O R  K I D S

Sports Camps
Spring Down Camp Equestrian Center Portola Valley 
Spring Down camp teaches basic to advanced horsemanship skills. All ages wel-
come. Daily informative lecture, riding lesson, supervised hands-on skill practice, 
tacking/untacking of own camp horse, and fun horse arts and crafts. 
www.springdown.com  650-851-1114

Stanford Baseball Camps Stanford
All Day or Half-Day Baseball Camps at beautiful Sunken Diamond. For ages 7-12, 
Stanford Baseball camps feature personalized Baseball instruction, fun activities 
and drills, and exciting Baseball games. Camps for beginner and advanced play-
ers. Camps for older players also available. Camp availability from June 14th-Au-
gust 6th. Receive $25 off  by calling 650-723-4528.
www.StanfordBaseballCamp.com 650-723-4528

Stanford Water Polo Camps Stanford
Morning and/or afternoon water polo sessions at Avery Aquatic Center. June 14-
17 for ages 8-14.  Beginners welcome. Fun water skill instruction, activities and 
games.   Camps for more advanced players available too.
http://www.gostanford.com/camps/waterpolo-camp.html 650-725-9016

Academic Camps
iD Tech Camps and iD Teen Academies Stanford
Experience North America’s #1 Tech Camp — 4 Bay Area Locations! Ages 7-18 cre-
ate video games, websites, movies, iPhone® & Facebook® apps, robots and more 
during this weeklong, day and overnight summer tech program. Teen Programs 
also available at Stanford. Save w/code CAU22. 
www.iDTechCamps.com             1-888-709-TECH (8324)

Stratford School - Camp Socrates Bay Area
Academic enrichment infused with traditional summer camp fun—that’s what 
your child will experience at Camp Socrates. Sessions begin on June 28 and end 
on August 13 with the option for students to attend for all seven weeks or the fi rst 
four weeks (June 28-July 23). Full or half-time morning or afternoon program are 
available to fi t your schedule. 12 locations.
www. stratfordschools.com 650-493-1151

TechKnowHow Computer & LEGO® Camps Peninsula
Fun and enriching technology classes for students, ages 6-14! Courses include 
LEGO and K’NEX Projects with Motors, Robotics, and Game Design. Many loca-
tions, including Palo Alto, Menlo Park, and Sunnyvale. Half and all day options.
www.techknowhowkids.com 650-474-0400

Academic Camps

India Community Center Camps  Palo Alto & Milpitas

Explore the rich heritage of India through the India Community Center’s Cultural 

Immersion, Hindi Language, Bollywood Dance & Crafts of India Camps. Over 14 

diff erent camps all through the summer for ages 4-18. These unique camps will 

immerse children in Yoga, Indian Dance & Music, Sports & lots more!

www.indiacc.org/culturalcamps 408-416-0215

ISTP Language Immersion Palo Alto

International School of the Peninsula camps off ered in French, Chinese, Span-

ish or ESL for students in Nursery through Middle School. Three 2-week sessions, 

each with diff erent theme. Students are grouped according to both grade level 

and language profi ciency.

www.istp.org 650-251-8519

Amazing Science Camp! Mountain View

Check out this terrifi c new hands-on science camp designed to bring STEM (Sci-

ence, Engineering, Technology, and Mathematics) to students in a way that en-

gages both mind and body.  Two Great Programs-- One for 1-3 graders (1 or 2 

weeks 9:00am-12:00pm) –the other for 4-6 graders! (This is a 2-week course- 1:00-

4:00 pm)  Both camps are July 26th-Aug 6th.

Email:  AmazingSciClass@AOL.com 650-279-7013

Conversation Hindi Camps Bay Area

The camps provide a creative, fun and interactive environment and focus on de-

veloping conversational Hindi skills. A natural and nurturing environment gives 

numerous conversation opportunities through theatre, role playing, games, arts 

& crafts and multimedia. 

www.eduhindi.com 650-493-1566

Summer Program @ Mid-Peninsula High School Menlo Park

Mid-Peninsula High School Summer Program is open to students entering grades 

9-12 and is proud to off er a variety of academic and enrichment courses in an 

individualized and caring environment.

www.mid-pen.com 650-321-1991 x110

Earth Care Science Camp Los Altos

Conservation and Preservation of God’s Creation. Hands-on learning environ-

ment featuring experiments, arts and crafts, games, fi eld experts and more. For 

age 3 to Grade 5. August 2 to 6, 9am to 12pm. Held at First Baptist Church. 

www.fbcla.org/childrens 650-948-5698

Camp Connection
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William Thomas Gray
Production engineer
 William “Bill” Thomas Gray of 
Menlo Park died peacefully April 
20 due to complications from pneu-
monia. He was 88.
 Born in 
San Jose, 
he attended 
B e l l a r m -
ine College 
P r e p a r a -
tory and 
Santa Clara 
University, 
where he 
received a 
degree in 
engineering. 
 After attending the Maritime 

Academy in New York, he served 
in World War II. Upon returning 
from the war, he married Barbara 
Collins, and made a career as a 
production engineer.
 The Grays lived in Atherton 
for 35 years before moving to 
Menlo Park.
 Mr. Gray was a golf enthusiast and 
avid sailor, say family members.
 He is survived by his wife 
of 65 years, Barbara; sons 
William Thomas Jr. and Ste-
ven; daughters Teri McKelvy 
and Lauren Koenig; brother 
Thomas Gray of San Jose; sev-
en grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren, and several 
nieces and nephews.
 A private service for the fam-
ily was held April 26. Memorial 
donations may be made to Aging 
Adult Services at Stanford Uni-

versity, attention: Rita Ghatak, 
300 Pasteur Drive, Suite H3245, 
Stanford, CA 94305-5229.

Alex Fu-Hing Cheng
 Alex Fu Hing Cheng, a resident 
of Portola Valley and later Oak-
land, died April 24 due to illness. 
He received an MBA from Stan-
ford in 1967.
 A memorial service will be held 
Saturday, May 8.
 E-mail inmemoryofalex@gmail.
com for more information.
 An obituary will appear in a 
future issue.
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 OBITUARIES

ATHERTON

Grand theft report: Laptop computer stolen, 
Sacred Heart Preparatory High School, 150 
Valparaiso Ave., April 26.

MENLO PARK

Grand theft repaort:

Pool sweeper stolen for estimated loss of 
$699, in 300 block of August Circle, April 26.
Shooting report: Thomas Mitchell, 19, 
arrested and charged with child neglect over 
incident in which juvenile in his vehicle shot 
BB gun and hit construction worker in shoul-
der, Bay and Marsh roads, April 26.
Commercial burglary reports:

■ Energy drink and pastry stolen with total 
value of $6, Safeway supermarket, 525 El 
Camino Real, April 26.
■ Break-in but nothing missing, Quiznos Res-
taurant at 604 Santa Cruz Ave., April 28.
Fraud report: Unauthorized withdrawal of 
funds amounting to $755 from account, 1100 
block of Del Norte Ave., April 28.
Auto burglary reports:

■ Placard for disabled person parking spot 
stolen for loss of $6, 200 block of Middlefield 
Road, April 26.
■ Forced entry into vehicle and stereo system 
valued at $160 stolen, in 300 block of Ivy 
Drive, April 27.
■ Stereos stolen with values of $100 and 
$150, in 1300 block of Willow Road, April 29.

WOODSIDE

Fraud reports:

■ Unauthorized use of resident’s online bank-
ing account for fraudulent purchase, 400 
block of Summit Springs Road, April 23.
■ Eleven unauthorized checks written to resi-
dent’s bank account for total loss estimated at 
more than $1,400, in 100 block of Blue Ridge 
Lane, April 24.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Theft report: Four marijuana plants discov-
ered in back of vehicle with 12-year old who 
confessed to having stolen the plants while 
driver was found to be in possession of 0.4 
ounces of marijuana, Alpine and Portola State 
Park roads, April 21.

POLICE CALLS

William Thomas Gray

John Donovan, passed away on 
4/26/10 at the age of 87. He lived in 
Menlo Park for 54 years before moving 
to Woodinville, WA, in 2008 to be closer 
to family.

He was an Army captain in WWII, 
an avid stamp collector, and a retired 
stockbroker. He graduated from NMMI 
and the U of Washington. 

John was married to Donna for 61 years until she died of 
cancer in 2004. He is survived by 4 children, Sandy Wenning, 
of Austin TX; Judy Thomson, of Maui, HI; Linda Olson, of 
Woodinville, WA; and Mike Donovan, of Carlsbad, CA; as well 
as 10 grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren. P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

  April 25, 1921 - April 20, 2010

Surrounded by his loving 
family, Bill Gray peacefully 
passed away on April 20 due 
to complications from pneu-
monia.   He was born in San 
Jose, attended Bellarmine 
High School and Santa Clara 
University where he received 
a Degree in Engineering.  

After attending the Maritime Academy in New York, he 
served in World War II.  Upon returning from the War, he 
married Barbara Collins, resided in Atherton, and made a 
career as a Production Engineer.  Bill was a golf enthu-
siast and an avid sailor.  He is survived by Barbara Gray; 

wife of 65 years, sons William Thomas Jr., and Steven, 
and daughters Teri McKelvy and Lauren Koenig.  He was 
a cherished grandfather to Mathew and Todd Gray, Max 
and Taylor McKelvy, and Austin, Kyle and Jessica Koenig.  
Also, great grandfather to Sara and Dylan.  He is also sur-
vived by his brother Thomas Gray of San Jose and several 
nieces and nephews. A private service was held for the 
family on April 26, 2010.  Memorial donations may be 
made to Aging Adult Services at Stanford University, attn. 
Rita Ghatak, 300 Pasteur Dr., Suite H3245, Stanford, CA  
94305-5229
Crippen&Flynn Woodside Chapel
650-369-4103
www.crippenflynn.com P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

John O’Connor FD502

MENLO PARK FUNERALS

NEW # 650-329-8022
menloparkfunerals.com           1182A-Chestnut St.  Menlo Park

Funeral Home FD132

The Peninsula’s Premier  
Funeral Service Provider

Serving families since 1899

980 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, California 94301
(650) 328-1360

www.rollerhapgoodtinney.com

                                  Trinity School 
Encouraging preschool to Grade 5 children from all backgrounds to love learning. We 

foster rigorous academics grounded in child-centered content. Trinity upholds the values 

and traditions of the Episcopal Church and honors the role of family in educating children.

Accepting applications in select grades for Fall 2010

The legacy of a Trinity education is a curious mind and a discerning heart.

Equestrian vaulting event benefits team
 An equestrian vaulting per-
formance, inspired by Shake-
speare’s “Romeo and Juliet,” will 
be held from 5 to 6 p.m. Sunday, 
May 9, at Stanford Red Barn, 100 
Electioneer Road on the Stan-
ford campus.
 The performance will be a 
benefit to help support the 
FACE (Free Artists Creative 

Equestrians) team on its quest to 
represent the U.S. at the Alltech 
FEI World Equestrian Games in 
Kentucky, according to Anna 
Kahl de la Motte, manager and 
co-coach of the vaulting team. 
Admission is free but donations 
are welcome.
 Go to facevaulting.com for more 
information.
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Local pension reform: 
misguided, mean-spirited
Editor:
 The so-called Menlo Park “pen-
sion reform” advanced by former 
City Council members Lee Duboc 
and Mickie Winkler is completely 
misguided and not real reform.
 That’s why only about 30 
people have reportedly provided 
financial support for this flawed 
proposition.
 It’s time everyone gets the facts. 
For one, it will result in no imme-
diate savings and will do nothing 
to resolve the current budget 
shortfall. Not to mention half 
of CalPERS retirees receive only 
about $1,300 a month or less. And 
the average CalPERS pension is 
approximately $25,000 a year.
 Our state is in an economic 
crisis due to poor investments on 
Wall Street, not because of work-
ing families. City workers pay into 
their retirement plan and they 
don’t receive Social Security bene-
fits. Attempting to punish working 
families for a temporary recession 
they didn’t create not only doesn’t 
make sense, it’s just plain punitive 
and mean-spirited.
 Why would anyone want to sup-

port that?
Mary Jane Salinas-Cabildo

Laurel Street, Menlo Park

How many digits needed 
to track a customer?

 A bit of “tongue-in-cheek” 
observation on the status of the 

identification of the water meters 
in our fair city.
 Due to the recent change in 
the management of our water 
district, it was necessary to put 
my account number on a check 
to pay the bill. Lo and behold, the 
number was 19 digits long! Now 
how does that work?
 Menlo Park has a population of 

around 32,000. Add in the com-
mercial parcels (I will assume 
5,000) and using two as the aver-
age population per home (16,000 
homes) adds up to around 21,000 
water meters in the city. But to 
identify these 21,000 meters, 19 

D
uring the heated and very public bailout of major U.S. 
banks and manufacturers, the relatively tiny $1.7 billion 
lost by more than 40 local government agencies across the 

country, due to the fall of Lehman Brothers, has yet to be resolved 
— despite the efforts of our local representatives.
 So after waiting and hoping but seeing no action from several 

House and Senate committees, 
Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Menlo 
Park, introduced a bill, co-
sponsored by Rep. Jackie Speier, 
D-San Mateo, that would help 
these agencies — including San 

Mateo County — recoup at least part of their losses.
 California requires small government units to keep their long-
term funds like bond monies in an investment pool, which in San 
Mateo County was operated by Treasurer Lee Buffington, who 
placed the money in Lehman and various other securities. When 
Lehman went under, the county and local agencies here lost $155 
million, including $6.5 million from the Sequoia Union High 
School District and $3.5 million for the Menlo Park City School 
District. The San Mateo Community College District lost more 
than $20 million, while other local school districts, including Las 
Lomitas, Portola Valley and Woodside lost much smaller amounts.
 And so far, despite lawsuits and requests for relief before various 
Congressional committees, no relief is in sight. 
 That is why Rep. Eshoo’s bill is so important now, as Congress 
questions Goldman Sachs executives and others about their role 
in the biggest financial collapse since the Great Depression. Rep. 
Eshoo’s bill would return money that belongs to local taxpayers and 

was lost due to no fault of any of the agencies involved, which in our 
view, had every right to expect the money was in safe hands.
 In a statement, Rep. Eshoo said the Treasury Department has 
earned $15.4 billion from dividends, interest and the sale of bank 
stock that it purchased through the TARP (Troubled Assets Relief 
Program). It is expected that the government will accrue another 
$7.5 billion from the sale of its 27 percent stake in Citigroup.
 The Eshoo bill, named the Restitution for Local Government 
Act, will require the Treasury to use profits from TARP assets to 
purchase Lehman Brothers securities held by local governments on 
Sept. 12, 2008, the Friday before Lehman collapsed 
 A major piece of Rep. Eshoo’s argument goes like this:
 “By selling TARP assets, the federal government has already 
made more than 10 times the amount of money that public institu-
tions lost when Lehman collapsed.” She added, “My legislation will 
require the Secretary of the Treasury to provide relief to those insti-
tutions with any future profit” the government takes in.
 At this stage, it is difficult to handicap the chances of such a 
bill clearing Congress. Given the still-lagging economy, support 
may be hard to find for what could be viewed as a bailout. Cer-
tainly representatives Eshoo and Speier, with the help of House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco, should be able to steer 
it to the proper committees for a fair hearing and perhaps pass it 
through to passage.
 But along the way, it will be important for Congress to hear from 
constituents in the jurisdictions that lost millions of dollars with 
Lehman. For anyone who is concerned about these terrible finan-
cial losses to local schools, now is the time to step up and let your 
feelings be known.
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Our Regional Heritage
In 1868, Woodside’s Summit Springs Road was known as the Tole Road, which led to the timber lands 
and Pacific coast. Here, Mrs. Henry Bottger and her daughter Lucy stand near their home as a heavily 
loaded wagon pushes up the hill.
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digits are used?
 I would like to point out that 
19 digits is in the order of a “qua-
drillion!” And that number is 
about 100 times the total popula-
tion of our planet.

Dan Goodman
Trinity Drive, Menlo Park

Who was responsible for 
Lehman losses?
Editor:
 Congresswomen Anna Eshoo 
and Jackie Speier were making 
noise in Washington last week, 
hoping to get the government 
to give back to local counties the 
money they lost with Lehman 
Brothers as if the counties bear 
no responsibility for investing 
their cash.
 If they were really out to help the 
counties, these two fiscal hawks 
would not have voted for the health 
care bill, whose cost will make the 
money lost with Lehman look like 
peanuts. I wonder if a few trips 
on House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s 
plane influenced their votes?

Pat White
Fremont Street, Menlo Park

Counties need to 
step up for Caltrain
Editor:
 If Caltrain service is eliminated 
or severely cut, it will cost millions 
of dollars in lost business revenue, 
as well as lost sales and other taxes. 
The region cannot afford to lose 
the jobs Caltrain provides. 
 The loss of Caltrain service will 
lead to fewer people attending 
events at HP Pavilion, the San Jose 
convention center, AT&T Park, 
Moscone Center, performing arts 
centers from San Jose to San Fran-
cisco, festivals in every city on the 
train line. This will cost jobs at 
the venues and surrounding busi-
nesses, resulting in losses in the tax 
revenue these businesses generate 
and the jobs they provide.
 Caltrain serves Santa Clara, 
San Mateo and San Francisco 
counties. All three counties must 
provide emergency short-term 
funding to maintain Caltrain 
service. The Joint Powers Board 
(JPB) that manages Caltrain must 
work with the counties to find the 
funding now and begin creating a 
dedicated funding source. Other 
transportation agencies such as 
VTA, AC Transit, BART, and 
SamTrans have dedicated sales or 
property tax funding to support 
their operations. Caltrain must 
have permanent funding as well. 
 We need to keep this vital link 
between Gilroy and San Fran-
cisco intact and operating at a 
level that meets the needs of our 
community.

Bob Mack
San Jose

Cargill argument has 
been made before
Editor:
 “By 2020, the population of the 
peninsula will be over 14 million 
residents and therefore we need to 
create new housing in the bay.”
 Does this sound like a current 
statement by Cargill and DMB? 
Well, it was spoken in 1961 by a 
developer connected to the Rock-
efeller family, who wanted to cut 
off the top of San Bruno Mountain 
and dump it in the Bay in order to 
build thousands of new homes.
 Back in the 1960s, Peninsula 
residents stopped the developer. 
San Bruno Mountain is still there. 
Cargill may be one of the largest 
privately owned corporations in 
the United States, but the residents 
of the Peninsula do not want 
30,000 additional residents living 
below sea level on Bay-fill sur-

rounded by large levies.
 Population growth is not new, 
and filling in the bay to satisfy 
housing needs was discredited long 
ago. Over 100 current and former 
public officials have had the wis-
dom and the courage to state their 
opposition to the proposed Cargill 
development. It would seem that 
going forward with an environ-
mental impact report on Cargill’s 
proposed housing is premature 
and that issues of Redwood City 
zoning and the general plan should 
be addressed first.

Kaia Eakin 
Redwood City

Summer heat can be 
deadly for your pet
Editor:
 In warmer weather, it is best to 
leave pets at home while shop-
ping or dining out, unless your 

destination allows you to keep 
them with you, rather than leav-
ing them in the car.
 According to an article pub-
lished by the Humane Society 
of the United States, “Common 
sense tells most people that 
leaving their pet inside a parked 
vehicle on a hot summer day 
could be dangerous after an 
extended period of time. But 
most people don’t realize that 
the temperature can skyrocket 
after just a few minutes. Park-
ing in the shade or leaving the 
windows cracked does little to 
alleviate this pressure cooker.”
 A study by the Stanford Univer-
sity School of Medicine showed 
that temperatures inside cars can 
rise dramatically even on mild days. 
With outside temperatures as low 
as 72 degrees, researchers found 
that a car’s interior temperature can 
heat up by an average of 40 degrees 

within an hour, with 80 percent of 
that increase in the first 30 minutes. 
A cracked window provides little 
relief from this oven effect.
 The Stanford researchers found 
that a cracked window had an 
insignificant effect on both the rate 
of heating and the final tempera-
ture after an hour.
 Please pay heed to the Humane 
Society: “While people can roll 
down windows, turn on the air 
conditioner or exit the vehicle 
when they become too hot, pets 
cannot.”
 Your furry friends will be 
grateful that you took the time 
to read this brief article.
 Go to is.gd/bPgp8 (case-sen-
sitive) for more information 
from the Humane Society of the 
United States.

Lanny Danenberg
Palo Alto

V I E W P O I N T

By Joanne Brion

L
ast week, The Almanac ran a guest opin-
ion by Vince Bressler, a sitting Menlo 
Park planning commissioner, concern-

ing the Menlo Gateway project. In the article, 
Mr. Bressler mistakenly interprets some figures 
from the city’s financial analysis to support the 
contention that the Menlo Gateway project will 
be “free and clear of debt” by 2023. I would like 
to correct the record as to Mr. Bressler’s misin-
terpretation of the city’s financial analysis.
 First, the $50 million per year in net income 
cited by Mr. Bressler is not “profit.” In fact, 
a significant portion of this $50 million in 
annual revenue must be used to pay debt ser-
vice on the $400 million development costs 
required upfront.
 Thus, contrary to Mr. Bressler’s assertion, 
the project is not “free and clear of debt” by 
2023. Rather, the table cited by Mr. Bressler 
reflects an actual sale of the property in 2023, 
at which time the debt would be repaid and/
or refinanced by the next buyer. In the absence 
of a sale (or even with a sale), debt payments 
are likely to continue for another 20 years or 
more, so Menlo Gateway in actuality would 
be far from “free and clear” of any debt.
 Second, according to Cushman & Wake-
field, the city’s own consultant, the project’s 

return was shown to 
be “... less than indus-
try target return of 15 
percent.” A 15 percent 
or higher return is nec-
essary to finance and 
undertake a project of 
this scale and risk rela-
tive to much safer and 
secure investments. 
Without a minimum 
return, no developer 
would undertake the 

project, and the land would remain in its 
current state without providing any pub-
lic benefits, including the $1.4 million in 
annual revenues created by the project.
 Third, the revenue from the office com-
ponent is needed to support the hotel/health 
club component, which, according to the city’s 
hotel consultant, was found to be marginally 
feasible without the office.
 According to the consultant’s report, “If 
we were to deduct a typical entrepreneurial 
incentive of 15 percent of development costs 
there would be no residual value to the land, 
reflecting the marginally feasible nature of 
this component (the hotel) of the project. 
The developer must earn his profit from the 
office component.” 

 This means that the city’s fiscal revenue 
stream from the project is from the hotel’s 
transient occupancy tax, which would not be 
feasible by itself. The office component of the 
project funds the hotel, which in turn funds 
the city’s revenue stream.
 Finally, the benefits that the city derives 
from the Menlo Gateway project are substan-
tial, and require no investment or financial 
risk on the part of the city. The $1.4 million 
in revenue a year to the city is a significant 
benefit, especially in light of the city’s recently 
projected $1.3 million budget shortfall, and 
should not be dismissed.
 Indeed, this annual return to the city is 
equivalent to a cash investment of $28 mil-
lion returning 5 percent annually — not a 
bad profit to the city, considering it has no 
funds at risk.
 In addition, the city receives a number 
of other tangible benefits that are critically 
important to the Menlo Park community, 
not to mention the jobs and economic 
development benefits, and the secondary 
revenues these jobs and income would 
generate for the city.

Joanne Brion of Brion & Associates
is the urban economist for 

the Menlo Gateway Project.
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represented by Scott Dancer
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Woodside, Approx. 2.4 acres
FOR SALE $1,995,000

NEW LISTING

2969 Woodside Road
Woodside, CA 94062

Information deemed reliable, 
but not guaranteed.

Woodside, 9.6 acre
FOR SALE $2,250,000

Central Woodside
FOR SALE $2,125,000

Woodside, 17.6-acre lot
FOR SALE $1,695,000

LAND

Woodside, 4 acres
FOR SALE $4,150,000

Woodside, 1.7 acres
FOR SALE $2,295,000

Portola Valley, Approx. 1 acre
FOR SALE $4,950,000

West Atherton, 1.6 acres
FOR SALE $13,900,000

Portola Valley, 1.6 acres
FOR SALE $6,395,000

Woodside, 1.3 acres
SOLD $2,395,000

Emerald Hills, San Francisco Bay views
SOLD $1,640,000

NEW LISTING

Woodside, Approx. 15.75 acres
FOR SALE $12,500,000

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

PRICE REDUCED

SOLD
SOLD


