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A
Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only 4=
complete online open home guide. ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

MENLO PARK

Spectacular 2 story, 4bd/3ba newer
Craftsman on tree-lined street.
Formal foyer entry, high ceilings,
den/family room and ground floor
guest bedroom. Chef’s kitchen
with granite counters and high-
end appliances. Living room
™ with library shelving and wall of

| windows. Office area with built-
ins. Master bedroom with walk-in
closets, shower and whirlpool tub
room. Garage with workshop

$2,650,000

4 MENLO PARK
Magnificent one level 6 year old
West Menlo home in like new
condition. Includes 4bd/3.5ba with a
chef’s paradise for a kitchen. Cherry
_,' cabinets, granite countertops,
#| stainless steel appliances. It also
| _ has a built in cherry bookcase and
Tuan nus T e Eyes computer workstation near the
B S | : kitchen table. The family room has
exquisite granite fireplace.

$2,495,000

WOODSIDE

Mountain-top oasis perched on
almost 2/3+/-acre with maximum
exposure to commanding
mountainous vistas and striking
sunsets. Contemporary retreat
offers a 2440+/-sf home with
3bd/2ba, decks, patios, gardening
areas, 2 car garage. Also features
flowing spaces, large gourmet
kitchen with center island, custom
cabinetry and hi-end appliances.
Spectacular views from all rooms.

$1,175,000
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MENLO PARK OFFICE 1550 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 100 650.462.1111
WOODSIDE OFFICE 2930 WOODSIDE ROAD 650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Fracisco | Marin | Sonoma | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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Honoring the fallen

Small American flags, 343 at each of four fire stations in the Menlo Park Fire Protection District, waved
on Saturday, Sept. 11, in memory of the firefighters who died on Sept. 11, 2001, in New York City. Shown
here is the display on the lawn at Station 4 at 3322 Alameda de las Pulgas in West Menlo Park.

Photo by Michelle Le/Thet Almanac

Local firefighters help out in San Bruno

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

ocal firefighters played a role
Lin fighting the massive resi-

dential fire that began with
the explosion of a gas pipeline at
6:24 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 9, in
San Bruno.

A message to the southern end
of the Peninsula came in almost
immediately asking for a water-
tender group of four water trucks.
The Woodside Fire Protection Dis-
trict provided a 3,000-gallon tender
and four firefighters from Station 8
in Portola Valley, according to Bat-
talion Chief Don Romero.

Other participants in the group
were the Kings Mountain and
La Honda fire stations, staffed
by trained volunteers, and the
Skylonda station, which is staffed
by firefighters who work for San
Mateo County under contract
with the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection, Mr.
Romero said.

The Menlo Park Police Depart-
ment had two officers on the scene
for duties as needed, Chief Bryan
Roberts said.

Chief Harold Schapelhouman
of the Menlo Park Fire Protection

CALLING ONTHE ALMANAC

The Almanac newsroom is at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025.

Classified ads: 854-0858
Newsroom: 854-2690
Newsroom fax: 854-0677
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District said that he and about 14
other members of his team were at
the fire at one time or another. They
went on a voluntary basis since
commanders on the scene did not
request more firefighters from this
far south of the action, he said.

In addition to Chief Schapelhou-
man and several of his deputies,
there were a logistics specialist, a
fleet mechanic, and three men from
the Menlo Park-based California
Urban Search and Rescue Task Force
3, he said. Some of the men, includ-
ing himself, worked all night.

They helped map the scene,
including counting and locating

burned vehicles with a GPS, doing
an initial count of damaged struc-
tures, damage assessment, and
pumping out a crater 15 or 20 feet
deep, Chief Schapelhouman said.

“Typically, we don’t self-dispatch,”
he said.

“I have to tell you,” he added, “I
don’t think I've ever seen a fireball
thatbig.” It measured some 800 feet
across and 200 feet high, he said.

For firefighters on the scene in
San Bruno, there was a lot of check-
ing for and extinguishing small
fires, Mr. Romero said. “You want
to make sure you don’t get a wild-
land fire out of this.” &

Volunteers mobilized to clean up coast

Tens of thousands of Californians
are expected to take part in the
annual California Coastal Cleanup
Day on Saturday, Sept. 25.

Volunteers are asked to show up
at cleanup locations at 9 a.m., and
bring their own bucket or reusable
bag, gloves, and reusable water bot-
tle. Most cleanups end by noon.

On the coast, volunteers for
Pillar Point should meet at Pillar
Point Harbor near the HMB Kayak
Company. From Highway 1, turn

west onto Capistrano Road at the
light.

For cleanup of San Francisquito
Creek, volunteers will meet at the
corner of Manhattan Avenue and
Woodland Road in Menlo Park.
For cleanup in Bedwell Bayfront
Park, located on the east side of U.S.
101 off Marsh Road and Bayfront
Expressway, volunteers will meet in
the park’s first parking lot.

For more information, call Judi
Shils at 415-378-0504.

and photos (with captions) to:
editor@AlmanacNews.com
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HOME & GARDEN

and... Kids too!

- Come Celebrate
" Our Retirement

CLEARANCE

, Sept. 1st-25th

1 iy

F R

N AR
) AT

\f- S5

g

. g}m_’f.l; i

714 Santa Cruz Avenue
M ENTL O P A R K

650-321-1513

FREE

Woater-Efficient
Landscaping Class

Cal Water is partnering with the town
of Portola Valley and BAWSCA to
offer a free landscaping class to Cal
Woater customers:

Water-Efficient Irrigation Techniques for
the Garden, September 23, 6-9 p.m.

To register, contact BAWSCA

at (650) 349-3000 or e-mail
landscape@bawsca.org. Be sure to
specify your name, address, and
telephone number, as well as the class
name, date, and time.

For more information about water
conservation and water-efficient
gardening, visit www.calwater.com.
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OUTDOOR LIVING
AT ITS FINEST

LIFETIME LUMBER IS A NEW ALTERNATIVE TO WOOD
AND COMPOSITES FOR DECKS, DOCKS, PERGOLAS & FENCES.

There’s nothing better than knowing your family and home are
safe. LifeTime Lumber offers a complete outdoor solution with
technologically advanced products. We manufacture fire-safe
and sustainable building products that promote safer and

healthier living.

Unlike most composite products, LifeTime Lumber contains no
wood, so it won't deteriorate over time. In addition, LifeTime
Lumber is a green product — containing 60% recycled material.
Our products require little maintenance, and they come with a

Limited Lifetime Warranty.

T-:"I o
SCS CERTIFIED

Scientific Certification Systems SCS-MC-01356.
Certified minimum pre-consumer 60% recycled content.

&

Visit www.LifeTimeLumber.com for more information,
and call to find your local retailer 877.285.4338

LIFETIME
LUMBER"®

BEAUTIFUL. GREEN. FOREVER.

ROBERTS MARKE T

SINCE 1389

DeIi Department

WE NOW CARRY THESE
MEXICAN CHEESES:
COTIJA & QUESO FRESCO
Best for baking or mashing

RUSSET POTATOES 49, $H70 ..,

Salad Days Try them in a custom-made burrito.

ROMA'NE RED AND 9 9( Every Monday and Thursday choose from:
GREEN LEAF LETTUCE e

Red and Green

SEEDLESS
GRAPES

Salsa, Guacamole, Onion, and Cilantro.

Chicken or Beef, Rice, Beans, Cheese, Sour Cream,

On Sale Grocery

6oz.

CLOVER ORGANIC 79(

LOW FAT YOGURT

130z. — Also Mini Pancakes

KRUSTEAZ
BUTTERMILK WAFFLES > I 9

120z. — Also Original

GENERAL MILLS
HONEY NUT CHEERIOS 526_

150z. — Also Diced Tomatoes

MUIR GLEN ORGANIC
TOMATO SAUCE S ] 2
35°

50z.

FRISKIES CLASSIC
CAT FOOD

Meat and Seafood
9%
b

KOBE BEEF ZABUTON SI 9ﬁ I

CHILEAN SEABASS
Martin Ranch has released their 05 Thérése Cabernet,
a more than worthy successor to the excellent 2004.
This is Santa Cruz Mountain's Cabernet at its best
with great intensity and complexity, but never heavy or
clumsy. A very serious wine at an affordable price.

Wine and Spirits

2005 Martin Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon
Thérese Vineyards

st °29.99

Reg. $44.95

Sale prices are net and do not qualify for quantity discounts.
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Stop signs and cyclists: is there an answer?

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

en a knot of 30 or 40
or even 100 bicyclists
passes through Portola

Valley and Woodside, as hap-
pens regularly, the cyclists tend
to behave like a flock of birds:
the individuals sense a change in
direction or speed and seem to
act as one.

The comparison goes only so
far, though. Birds, for example,
don’t have to pay attention to stop
signs.

Bicyclists do have to pay atten-
tion, but often do not. Twenty-five
of them received tickets and were
accused by sheriff’s deputies of
running a stop sign at Canada
and Woodside roads on Aug. 28.
A pair of deputies on motorcycles
were on the scene and pulled
them over.

What is it about that group-
riding thing? It does have an

appeal, and it’s speed. The cyclists
arrayed behind the leaders pedal
against much lower air resistance
and move at much higher speeds.
There are risks, however. Mere
inches separate rear and front
wheels as the cyclists lead and fol-
low each other. A mistake at high
speed in very close quarters can be
disastrous.

The real physical grind is on the
cyclists out front, a cast of char-
acters that continuously changes
as they fall back and are replaced
by fresher riders from within the
group. The result is a blistering
pace, and stop signs present a
conundrum.

When a road is temporarily a
race course, the conundrum goes
away. The course is mapped out,
the intersections are cleared, the
traffic rules are fairly simple: go
for it. In a race, there is a word
for cyclists when they bunch up:
peloton.

New police chief reflects on
first week in Menlo Park

Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

is first week on
the job started
well, then took a

tragic turn as an explo-
sion in San Bruno on
Sept. 9 destroyed lives
and homes. Menlo Park’s new
police chief, Bryan Roberts, said the
department sent two patrol officers
to the scene, and is committed to
doing whatever it can to help.

Other challenges lie in wait, like
building connections with a com-
munity whose relationship with the
police has sometimes been rocky.
He listed one goal for his first 30
days as becoming acquainted with
the residents, and the other police
officers.

That includes getting out of the
office to visit local civic organiza-
tions, such as the Boys and Girls
Club and the Chamber of Com-
merce.

“Theyre certainly going to see
me out there quite a bit. T'll be out
in a patrol car today with one of our
officers to learn more about the geo-
graphic boundaries,” Chief Roberts
said. “Tt’s a busy, busy time.”

The 49-year-old man served
the past four years as second-in-
command of the Citrus Heights
police department in Sacramento

Courtesy, city of Menlo Park
Bryan Roberts

County. Menlo Park is
similar in its desire for
a professional, respon-
sive police department,
he noted, but different
demographically, given
the uneven geographical
distribution of affluence
among its residents.

“Some neighborhoods have dif-
ferent challenges, like Willows and
Belle Haven,” he said. “We’ll be
listening to those communities and
responding to their needs.”

Specific ideas on how to engage
the community in cooperative
problem-solving will have to wait
until he gets a feel for what the
department is already doing.

A former Marine, he has spent 24
years in law enforcement.

The family-oriented atmosphere
and professionalism of the Menlo
Park Police Department drew him
to apply for his new job, he said,
and his own family made a smooth
transition to their new home.

He replaced Bruce Goitia, who
retired June 1. According to the
city, Chief Roberts emerged as the
front-runner in a pool of more than
30 candidates across the United
States.

“It'sbeen a very good experience,”
he said of his first week here.
“Everybody in the community and
city has been very welcoming.” B

m ANALYSIS

No excuses

“We have some riders that think
they are in a peloton,” Sherift’s
Office Lt. Ray Lunny, a bicycle
rider himself, said in an interview.
“They’re not in a peloton. They’re
notinarace. Theyre out on aride
on an uncontrolled roadway that
is open to all types of vehicles.
They’re not on a race track.”

“There’s a place to compete on
a bicycle (and) a public roadway
is not the right place,” he said.
“Pelotons don’t exist in California
unless there’s a race going on.”

The state vehicle code offers
no relief to massed bicycles, Lt.
Lunny said. The law treats them
the same as a group of cars or
motorcycles.

The rules of the road, he added,
are meant to make it safe for
everybody, but some cyclists don’t

want to obey the rules. “That’s too
bad,” he said. “T feel terrible for
them (but) how about the rights
of everybody else that’s on the
roadway?”

A hard nut

Stop signs and masses of cyclists
ignoring them are a problem,
said Bob Mionske, a prominent
attorney in cycling circles, based
in Oregon, and a two-time
Olympic contender and former
U.S. national champion in men’s
road racing.

Mr. Mionske acknowledged
that cyclists roll through stop
signs, but noted that cars do, too,
“all day long,” and cause much
more damage in an accident than
bicycles.

So stop signs are a problem.
What about the anonymity of
drivers, the raw physical pres-
ence of a larger and heavier steel-
caged vehicle moving at speed, a

driver’s ability to keep a vehicle
under control, distractions while
driving, contention with bicycles
for space at intersections, and
pent up emotions in everyone?
Not to mention losing hard-won
momentum.

“In front of a judge, none of
these things are going to mat-
ter,” Mr. Mionske said. “(The
stop-sign problem) is one of the
things where we don’t have any
defense. I don’t know what the
solution is in terms of getting
it under control. ... This kind
of scoftflaw behavior doesn’t do
much for our reputation. The
(peloton) wanna-be’s are the real
problem.”

The state of Idaho, he said, now
has a stop-as-yield rule, meaning
that drivers and riders can treat
stop signs as yield signs if it’s safe
to proceed. “That’s a real sensible
way to approach this issue,” Mr.
Mionske said. &

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

ile the morning
routine of dropping
off kids at Woodside

Elementary School continues,
the most annoying aspect of it

Traffic jams a fading memory at school

— being stuck in traffic — now
appears to be a thing of the past.
In September 2009, arriving
in a vehicle around 8:15 a.m.
with the intention of traversing
the quarter-mile of Woodside
Road on either side of the school
meant spending the next 10 to 15

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac
Kids may freely walk and bike to Woodside Elementary School, and traffic jams and illegal parking in bike
lanes appear to be at an end, thanks to a combination of no-parking signs, more parking on the campus,

and a mutual understanding between parents and the school.

minutes in a stop-and-go crawl.
Pedestrians, skateboarders
and cyclists had their own trou-
bles on this two-lane stretch,
whether going to school or just
passing by. On-campus park-

See TRAFFIC, page 8
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QUALITY HEALTH CARE IS WITHIN REACH

As Menlo Park’s neighborhood clinic for more than

50 years, Menlo Medical Clinic is dedicated to providing
you with exceptional care that’s tailored to your individual
needs. We now offer integrated care at two convenient

locations, including our newest clinic on Middlefield Road.
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Growing with the changing

Nneeds of our community

1300 CRANE ST. 321 MIDDLEFIELD RD.

MENLO PARK, CA 94025 MENLO PARK, CA 94025

* Allergy « Cardiology « Dermatology « Ear, Nose & Throat

« Nutrition « Endocrinology « Audiology « Family Medicine

» General Surgery « Internal Medicine/Primary Care  Gastroenterology « Obstetrics & Gynecology
» Ophthalmology « Orthopaedics/Orthopaedic Surgery « Radiology » Rheumatology

« Pediatrics « Podiatry

« Radiology

MENLO
MEDICAL CLINIC

Affiliated with

Stanford Hospital & Clinics
WE ARE CURRENTLY ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS.

To make an appointment, call 650.498.6500 menloclinic.com
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A Medal of Gratitude to local Rotarian

In recognition of her support
of Poland’s Solidarity movement
30 years ago, Donna Baranski-
Walker recently received the
European Solidarity Commit-
tee’s Medal of Gratitude from
Lech Walesa, former president of
Poland.

Ms. Baranski-Walker, a lead-
ing member of the Rotary Club
of Woodside/Portola Valley,
received the medal Aug. 31 in a
ceremony in Gdansk, Poland.
The event was part of the 30th
anniversary of the Polish Soli-
darity movement.

When she was 25 years old and
working as an engineer near Chi-
cago, she helped found Support
of Solidarity-Chicago (S.0O.S.-
Chicago). The group raised funds
for the Solidarity underground
in Poland, sending care pack-
ages and money, and smuggling
shortwave radio communica-

Frances and
Arjay Miller
celebrate 70th
anniversary

The family and friends of
Frances and Arjay Miller gath-
ered in their home in Woodside
on Aug. 15 for a celebration of
their 70th wedding anniversary.
It also marked their 40 years in
the home they built on Moun-
tain Home Road.

The Millers met at UCLA and
were married Aug. 18, 1940,
when they were graduate stu-
dents at UC Berkeley. Military
service took Mr. Miller to the
Pentagon as an Army Air Force
officer. Ms. Miller worked as an
economist in the Department
of Commerce in Washington,
D.C.

In 1946, Mr. Miller became
one of the 10 “Whiz Kids”
recruited by Ford Motor Co. He
went on to become president of

Mendelsohn resigns from Portola

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

udith Mendelsohn, who has
been battling cancer for some
time, has resigned her seat on

e Portola Valley School District
board, effective immediately.

The school board will vote on
accepting her resignation at its
meeting on Wednesday, Sept.
15, when board members will
also discuss how to fill the now-
vacant seat.

Ms. Mendelsohn, who was
serving as the board’s president,
submitted her resignation in an
Aug. 30 letter to her fellow trust-

tions equip-
ment to the
Solidarity
movement.

Ms. Baran-
ski-Walker, a
resident of
Redwood
City, is a sec-
ond-genera-
tion Polish-
American.
In 1979, as a undergraduate
engineering student at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, she was part of a U.S./
U.S.S.R. cultural exchange to
Siberia, after which she studied at
Poland’s Jagiellonian University
for her junior year abroad.

She graduated from MIT with
a degree in electrical engineer-
ing and used to be on the Silicon
Valley fast track. “I've worked
for MIT, Stanford and SRI eval-

Photo by Anna Kaminska
Donna Baranski-
Walker

Ford, serving from 1963 to 1968.
(Another of the “Whiz Kids”
was Robert McNamara, who
also became president of Ford
and U.S. defense secretary.)

In 1969, the Millers returned
to the Bay Area, where he
became dean and professor of
management at the Stanford
University Graduate School of
Business. He resigned after 10

9

ees, citing
her “ongoing
illness.”

A math
teacher by
profession,
she was
elected to
the board in
2007.

“It was my honor and pleasure
to serve on the (school board)
... . My goal was always to make
our schools the best possible
places for our students to learn
and grow,” Ms. Mendelsohn said
in an e-mail to The Almanac.

“I enjoyed working with the

Judith Mendelsohn

uating new technologies, filing
patents, and attracting venture
capital funding,” she said in a
2002 article in The Almanac.

In 2003, she left the business
world to form the Rebuilding
Alliance, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that supports Israel and
Palestinian citizens who work
together in rebuilding Palestin-
ian homes, playgrounds and
schools.

The Rebuilding Alliance
shares an office and store space
in San Mateo with Reach and
Teach. The store sells peace and
social justice learning materials
and organic fair trade olive oil
from Palestine.

Ms. Baranski-Walker joined
the Woodside/Portola Valley
Rotary Club in 1999 and has
served as its president and as
chair of its International Service
Committee.

years. “Don’t say retired,” says
Ms. Miller, according to her
daughter, Ann Olstad, “because
he doesn’t know the meaning of
retired.”

Family attending the Miller’s
celebration included their son,
Kenneth, his wife, Gisele, daugh-
ter Ann Olstad and her husband,
Jim; three granddaughters; and
five great-grandchildren.

Valley school board

other school board members.
We listened to each other and
worked collaboratively to reach
our decisions,” she wrote. “Our
different viewpoints and back-
grounds brought an enormous
amount of knowledge to our
decision making.”

Filling the seat
Superintendent Tim Hanretty
said the board has two options
to fill the vacant seat: Either
appoint someone to fill out
Ms. Mendelsohn’s term, which
expires in December 2011; or

See MENDELSOHN, page 12

REAL ESTATE Q&A

by Monica Corman

“

High Speed Rail

i S;i h

Dear Monica:

My home is located near the
Caltrain tracks and I am wonder-
ing what the effect will be if a high
speed rail system is built. How
much might this affect the value of
my property?

Diane C.

Dear Diane:

The answer to this question is not
known at this time. The proposed
San Francisco — Los Angeles high
speed rail system would be installed
along the existing Caltrain corridor
and would necessitate expanding the
corridor to do this. The new system
will either be built on a platform
well above ground, run alongside the
existing tracks, or,as Menlo Park, Palo
Alto and Atherton have requested, in

a closed tunnel or an open trench.
The High Speed Rail Authority has
said that the tunnel and trench
options are too costly. City councils
and commissions on the Peninsula
have been holding hearings on this
topic for months but many residents
don’t yet understand what the poten-
tial impacts of the High Speed Rail
system will be.

The public needs to become
informed on this subject and express
their views in the forums provided.
The only way to know if the High
Speed Rail system will be a good or
a bad addition to this area is under-
stand what the options are. The new
system, however it’s built, will sig-
nificantly change the Caltrain corri-
dor and everyone should understand
what is at stake.

For answers to any questions you

may have on real estate, you may

e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
T also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

DRIVING SAFELY OVER AGE 65

If you are a driver over age 65, you should realize
that age-related changes in the eye could potentially
compromise your safety. To begin with, the nar-
rowing of the visual field associated with glaucoma
and macular degeneration affects 13% of otherwise
healthy individuals over age 65. In addition, age-
related changes in the iris, pupil, lens, and retina can
diminish nighttime vision. Seeing in the dark after
exposure to bright light (“dark adaptation”) also

takes older eyes longer. This makes it more difficult
to see after encountering bright oncoming head-
lights on dark roads. And after about age 40, the eye
lens becomes less flexible, which leads to presbyopia
(“aging eyes”) that makes it difficult to shift focus
from near to far.

Our vision changes as we age, so it is not unusual
for an adult to need eyewear to see clearly at all dis-
tances. Bring your eyewear prescription to MENLO
OPTICAL at 1166 University Drive, on the corner of
0Oak Grove Avenue and University Drive. We will help
you select frames or contact lenses that fit your life-
style and flatter your facial construction. Questions?
Call us at 322-3900.

PS. Antiglare coatings on prescription eyeglass
lenses may help older drivers see better.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified Optician
licensed by the Medical Board of California. He can be
easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166 University Drive,
Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.

589 Santa Curz
Menlbo Part
650 326 0304
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Menlo’s Burgess baby pool
closed until next spring

Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

plish, splash, babies won’t
Sbe taking a bath again in

the Burgess baby pool any
time soon, according to aquatics
center manager Tim Sheeper.

The pool’s reopening is sched-
uled for May 2011, right about
the time the facility’s operating
contract comes up for renewal,
and 10 months after a chlorina-
tion malfunction put two chil-
dren in the hospital.

The 2-year-old and 3-year-
old sisters recovered from their
Aug. 10 misadventure, and still
take swim lessons at the center,
according to Mr. Sheeper.

“Simply put, the pool was
drawing in chlorine when it was
not supposed to. The redesigns
are to prevent this from happen-
ing,” Mr. Sheeper wrote in an
e-mail to The Almanac.

He said pool designers are cur-
rently comparing alternatives
for dispensing chlorine that
would fix the problem.

City Attorney Bill McClure
said that under the terms of the
lease, Team Sheeper is legally
responsible for maintenance
and incidents at the pools, and
carries insurance to that effect.

The City Council in August

agreed to request bids on the
contract to manage the aquat-
ics center after the current lease
expires next May.

Four years ago the previous
council awarded Team Sheeper
the contract to operate the $6.8
million, publicly funded facility
without charging rent or asking
other vendors for bids.

The request for bids asks for
rates to manage the Burgess
pools alone, and also for both
the Burgess and Belle Haven
pools. City staff estimated a base
monthly rent of $19,444.

Speaking before the council
on Aug. 24, Community Ser-
vices Director Cherise Brandell
pointed out three other areas the
next contract should improve:
better communication with the
contractor, particularly regard-
ing maintenance; clarification
of the split between city and
contractor responsibilities; and
following through on preparing
annual reports about the facil-
ity.

After the council requested
that staff solicit more than three
vendors for bids, the request
went to 15 potential contractors
on Aug. 27.

The Council expects to award
the new contract in December. B

Resident appeals BevMo approval

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

everages & More won a bat-
Btle in the years-long fight to

open a Menlo Park store, but
will it win the war? After the Plan-
ning Commission’s 4-3 approval of
the retailer’s use permit on Aug. 23,
acity resident has decided to appeal
the decision to the City Council.

Maureen Hogan sent a let-
ter on Sept. 1 to the city clerk’s
office that outlined her reason-
ing. “T observed several disturb-
ing themes in the Commission’s
deliberations: loss of focus, spe-
cious reasoning, and distorted
information,” she wrote.

Ms. Hogan challenged the pub-
lic convenience and necessity for a
BevMo at the former site of Chili’s
Restaurant at 700 El Camino
Real, given that Safeway is right
across the street.

She also disagreed with the
commissioners who stated that
the chain retailer posed no threat
to the other eight wine and spir-
its merchants in Menlo Park,
and questioned whether the city
would actually benefit.

Ms. Hogan did not respond to
The Almanac’s request for com-
ment.

City Attorney Bill McClure
explained that the City Council

must hold a hearing within 75
days after the appeal is filed.
Based on the time needed to
compile a staff report, and notify
the public, he thought the hear-
ing might occur in late October.

Jeff Sealy, the chain’s vice
president of real estate, said, “We
obviously want to have that hear-
ing sooner rather than later.”

BevMo representatives will
attend, he said, and make their
case again. ¥

City on a hill

With the completion of some 55 apartments on the hilltop campus of Canada College, faculty and staff
now have convenient housing while the town of Woodside, not known for its low-income housing, receives
credit for having built some. Surveys showed a majority of San Mateo County Community College District
employees planned to leave within a few years because of the unavailability of affordable housing.

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Sun Micro campus reassessment coming

B Any property tax revenue increase would go to
the Menlo Park redevelopment agency.

Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

enlo Park residents often
have more questions
than answers, but at

least one question can now be
put to rest: the San Mateo County
Assessor’s Office confirmed that
Oracle’s purchase of Sun Micro-
systems qualifies the campus
at Willow Road and Bayfront
Expressway in Menlo Park for
a reassessment of its property
value.

The State Board of Equalization
recently made the ruling, said
Terry Flinn, special assistant to
the assessor. Oracle bought Sun
Microsystems for $7.4 billion in

January.

Reassessment of the campus,
now assessed at $355.4 million,
could boost or decrease property
tax revenues for Menlo Park.

However, any increase wouldn’t
replenish the city’s general fund.
Mayor Rich Cline said that since
the campus lies within redevel-
opment agency boundaries, any
increased property tax would
funnel back into redevelopment
projects — and not the general
fund.

Mr. Flinn said that due to the
property’s size and complexity,
the appraisers may not finish the
reassessment before June 2011.

“Commercial properties are

pretty distressed these days,”
Mr. Flinn said, agreeing that the
recession has eaten away at the
property’s value during the past
two to three years.

The sprawling 2.5-million-
square-foot campus joins a list of
approximately 13,000 properties
in the county being reassessed,
Mr. Flinn said.

Oracle declined to comment.

“In downtimes we get more
decline in value requests. It’s more
complicated when the market’s
down. Taxes are one of high-
est operating costs owners have
besides mortgage, so they start
taking a closer look,” Mr. Flinn
explained.

The previous owner, Sun Micro,
was one of Menlo Park’s top sales
tax revenue producers. @

TRAFFIC

continued from page 5

ing was very tight so parents who
wanted or needed to walk their tod-
dlers to class tended to park in the
only available spaces: bike lanes.

Bike-lane parking, which is
illegal, then blocked sight lines
for residents trying to leave their
driveways. With no sidewalks
available, everyone, toddlers
included, competed for space in
the traffic lanes.

Such tie-ups were not at all in
evidence to this reporter on a
recent Tuesday morning. Kids
pulled along their wheeled back-
packs in an uncluttered bike
lane. Families on bikes rolled
toward the crosswalk at an
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easy pace. Recreational cyclists
heading somewhere else pedaled
through unhindered. In the
traffic lanes, the crossing guard
kept backups to no more than
six or seven vehicles at a time,
and for less than 30 seconds.

A profound change, apparently
brought about by adding some 30
parking spaces to the campus,
no-parking signs on the north
side of the road, and regulated
parking on the south side. The
town plans to cover the signs for
special events at the school.

The signs are a first step, Pub-
lic Works Director Paul Nagen-
gast said in a recent e-mail. Staff
will be monitoring the situation
should problems resurface.

Another key ingredient: coop-

eration and conversation among
the stakeholders, including town
staff, deputies from the San
Mateo County Sheriff’s Office,
and the communities connect-
ed with the school, the town
library and the Woodside Vil-
lage Church, said Kevin Bryant,
the assistant town manager.

“I'don’t think we’ve really had a
bad day,” Mr. Bryant said, refer-
ring to the new school year.

The bad old days

Back in 2008, at least one bicy-
clist concerned about blocked
bike lanes on Woodside Road
between Canada and Kings
Mountain roads complained
to the California Department
of Transportation, which then

wrote to the town proposing to
install no-parking signs.

The Town Council agreed
with that proposal and in July
2009 advised irate parents to
cooperate with the school in
addressing the traffic jams and
stop complaining about Cal-
trans, cyclists, and proposed
changes to their tradition of ille-
gal parking in the bike lanes.

“You’re not going to hear me
say this very often (but) this is
not a bicyclists’ problem,” then-
Mayor Peter Mason said at the
time. “We’ve got to come up
with ideas that solve the prob-
lem. Otherwise, we’re all going
to keep doing the same stuff.”

Advice that has apparently
been taken. B
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Menlo Park man killed by train identified

The San Mateo County Coro-
ner’s Office has identified the man
killed by a train in Menlo Park on
Sunday (Sept. 12) as Stephen Ebaugh, 53, of Menlo
Park.

Southbound train number 438 struck Mr. Ebaugh
on train tracks at Glenwood Avenue, north of the
Menlo Park station, at about 5:14 p.m., Caltrain
spokeswoman Tasha Bartholomew said.

Mr. Ebaugh was on the tracks for unknown rea-
sons, and Caltrain’s official position is that he was
trespassing, she added.

No further information is available yet about the
accident. Ms. Bartholomew said this is the seventh
fatality for Caltrain this year.

— Bay City News Service contributed to this report.

Menlo Park robber rips off necklaces

A 72-year-old woman strolling along the 300
block of El Camino Real on Saturday afternoon in
Menlo Park confronted a robber intent on ripping
off her necklaces.

The suspect snatched three necklaces off the
woman’s neck, but his victim grabbed one back,
police said. She sustained minor injuries during
the scuffle.

Police described the robber as a Hispanic male
about 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighing about 140 pounds,
and around 18 to 23 years old. The suspect, wearing
a white shirt, jumped into a black Honda waiting
nearby driven by an unidentified person. The car fled
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north on El Camino Real.

Police spokesperson Nicole Acker
said the two stolen necklaces are
both 18-karat gold chains, one with two charms. Their
combined value is approximately $260.

Detectives continue to investigate the robbery.

Anyone with information about this crime can call
the police at 330-6300 or the anonymous tip hotline
at 330-6395.

Con man’s trial set

Simon Gann, the con man who allegedly sweet-
talked a Menlo Park woman into a relationship
and out of money by pretending to be a million-
aire MIT graduate named “Saleem Dutante” who
could count cards “like Rainman,” pleaded not
guilty at his Sept. 10 arraignment in San Mateo
County Superior Court.

The 29-year-old man remains in custody on
$100,000 bail. Authorities tripled his initial bail
after discovering Mr. Gann’s multiple convictions
for fraud last year in Canada. Superior Court Judge
Lisa Novak scheduled a jury trial for Oct. 25.

He’s charged with obtaining approximately
$1,900 under false pretenses and grand theft.
He also racked up a charge of resisting arrest by
attempting to evade Menlo Park police by hiding
in his accuser’s closet.

If found guilty, Mr. Gann could serve up to four
years in state prison, according to the district
attorney’s office.

Contentious rezoning request comes back to council

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

r I “he contentious proposal to
allow residents to build larger
houses on smaller-than-typi-

callots on Atherton’s Parker Avenue

is returning to the City Council on

Wednesday, Sept. 15.

Theissue has divided residents on
the small street of 21 single-family
residents, with a robust minority of
the residents framing the question
as a matter of fairness.

The question has gone before
the council and Planning Com-
mission numerous times in the

last two years, with the commis-
sion twice recommending against
the change and the council waver-
ing in its decision.

Parker Avenue lots are less than
10,000 square feet, making them
atypical of most Atherton lots,
which are about one acre. How-
ever, Parker Avenue’s zoning is
RI-A, which allows bigger houses
on lots larger than 10,000 square
feet, but significantly restricts
buildings on smaller lots.

Some Parker Avenue residents
have urged the town to either
change the R1-A zoning rules
to give them more flexibility

to build additions and garage
space, or to change their street’s
zoning to R1-B, which is a zon-
ing applied to a small number
of Atherton streets, mostly sur-
rounding Town Hall, that have
lots smaller than one acre.

A majority of Parker resi-
dents oppose a zoning change,
as do a number of residents of
surrounding streets, who say
allowing larger houses on Parker
would almost certainly mean that
their backyard neighbors would
extend their homes from the rear,

See REZONING, page 16

Disaster-preparedness fair at USGS

A free safety fair emphasizing
family preparedness kicks off
Saturday, Sept. 18, hosted by the
Menlo Park branch of the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) and
San Mateo County.

Attendees can look forward
to demonstrations of emergency
equipment, survival tips, and
tchotchkes. They can also learn
basic CPR for free. The first 500
families to arrive will receive a
mystery gift, said Leslie Gordon,
USGS spokesperson.

Seismologist Walter Mooney
will give a lecture on lessons
learned from the recent earth-
quakes in Haiti and Chile, while
economist Anne Wein will talk
about what could happen if a
massive storm strikes the Bay
Area, Ms. Gordon said.

The fair runs from 10 a.m. to 2
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p.m. at the USGS campus at 345
Middlefield Rd. Signs will be posted
to show families where to go.

New pharmacy

The arrival of a new pharmacy
in Menlo Park has been greeted
with less outrage than Beverages &
More’s plans to open a local store,
although Pharmaca Integrative
also appears to be a chain retailer.

The 4,700-square-foot Menlo
Park store will be the 23rd phar-
macy for its Colorado-based
parent company. It will replace
the Xanadu Gallery at 871 Santa
Cruz Ave., which shut down in
October 2009.

Pharmaca spokesperson Elexis

Mariash said the store should
open in early November. The
company hosted a job fair last
week in Palo Alto and 30 people
attended, she said. The company
plans to hire eight licensed practi-
tioners to work in its newest store,
which will offer conventional and
alternative health care.

Smoking ordinance

After taking an extended Labor
Day weekend, the Menlo Park
City Council meets again in
council chambers at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 14.

On the agenda: Planned revi-
sions to the city’s smoking
ordinance, which would ban
smoking in the common areas
of housing units, and service
areas like ATM lines, but allow
pedestrians to smoke while
walking along the street.
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Transfer Students ¢ Learning Disabilities
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CRUISE SHOWCASE AND SALE

Sail Away is the Bay Area’s
premier cruise event. Meet
with cruise line representatives,
gain expert insights and take
advantage of special insider
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Call or click today for your free
guest pass to the event.
(Admission is $12.50 at the door)

(650) 328-2030
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Stanford Hospital

A community health education series from Stanford Hospital & Clinics

Cancer Specialists Collaborate

To Analyze Treatment Options
Advanced Techniques Refine Choices

Bill Mussone’s blood tests showed he
was anemic, so his physician did some
more testing. “He came out looking like
he'd seen a ghost,” Mussone said. His
doctor had seen cancer. Mussone’s next
step was a visit to a surgeon, and the
message he received there was just as
life-changing. “You’ll need a colostomy,
I'm 100 percent certain,” was what
Mussone heard.

The surgeon was telling him that the
treatment to remove Mussone’s rectal
cancer would leave him without the
ability to have a normal bowel move-
ment, that he would have to live the
rest of his life with a bag attached to
his abdomen to do that job. “I thought
my life was over. I literally felt the
weight of the world on my shoulders,”
Mussone said.

The news was particularly hard for
Mussone, then 58, because he had re-
cently married. The wedding had been
a joyously large celebration. And Mus-
sone, an endodontist, was looking for-
ward to retirement in just a handful of
years. “Now,” he said, “I was faced with
not surviving.”

Mussone, however, was not ready to ac-
cept that first opinion. “It’s easy just to
say, ‘We're going to take your rectum
out, ” Mussone said. “It’s much harder
to do the analytics, to look at alterna-
tives.” He found Mark Welton, MD,
who leads the colorectal cancer team at
the Stanford Cancer Center. It is one
of only 65 cancer centers in the U.S.

designated for major funding by the
National Cancer Institute because of its
multidisciplinary research programs
committed to improving the clinical
care of cancer patients.

“I thought my life was over. . .The
physicians | met at Stanford just
lifted my spirits.”

- William Mussone, patient,
Stanford Cancer Center

As an innovator and expert in surgical
techniques to help patients with col-
orectal cancer avoid colostomy, Welton
helped develop the American College of
Surgeons program to improve colorec-
tal surgery and serves on the executive
board of the American Society of Col-
orectal Surgeons. The radical surgery
Mussone was told he had to have “is
not an unreasonable recommendation
from a general surgeon,” Welton said.
In Mussone’s case, however, Welton
thought the cancer was small and ac-
cessible enough to treat with a more
conservative surgical removal that
would spare Mussone a colostomy.

“He was so kind-hearted,” Mussone
said. “I walked out feeling hopeful. The
physicians I met at Stanford just lifted
my spirits.”

More Detailed Understanding

Colorectal cancer is the third most com-
mon malignant tumor type worldwide

and the second leading
cause of cancer deaths
(irrespective of gender)
in the United States,
according to the Na-
tional Cancer Institute.
Atypical growths in the
intestines can hide in
the folds of the body’s
25 to 28 feet of intes-
tines. At first, physi-
cians had to rely on
X-rays, using barium to
detect colon problems.
Not until the 1970s did
techniques and devices
emerge that could not
only visualize in better
detail the entire length
of the colon, but could
also find and remove
polyps-benign growths that can de-
velop into cancerous tumors.

As with many other illnesses, early
detection is crucial to successful treat-
ment. Colorectal cancer’s mortality rate
has declined steadily in recent years,
the decrease aided by a public aware-
ness and acceptance of colonoscopy
that increased how many people are
screened. Cancer, however, remains

in many people’s view a single entity
distinguished only by its location. As a
group, cancers do share one trait: they
are abnormal cells that grow without
control. Within that broad description,
however, is a multiplicity of cancers
with individual characteristics that de-
termine location and behavior.

With the help of trainer John Angleson, William Mussone is focused on strengthening his overall health to recover from surgery to remove colorectal cancer and to prevent its
recurrence. He's made great progress, driven by a determination to live his life to the fullest.
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Notes

Five years ago, William Mussone was diagnosed with colorectal cancer and
told he needed radical, life-changing surgery. Physicians at the Stanford
(ancer Center had other ideas about how to help him.

Some colorectal cancers, Welton said,
can become quite large but not spread
anywhere else. Some go through the
lymphatic system to the lymph nodes
and the bloodstream. Welton uses a
metaphor when he talks with patients
about treatment. “If you’re trying to
figure out how to get to San Francisco,
what you really want to know is if you
have a car. If the cancer is in the lymph
nodes, we can remove that. But we also
know that if it’s there, it has a car,”
Welton said.

“As we work together in the
same environment, we gather
momentum and energy and
excitement and this helps us take
better care of patients and improve
their overall experience.”

— Mark Welton, MD, colorectal cancer
surgeon, Stanford Cancer Center

If the cancer has moved elsewhere, or
grown deeply into the colon wall, then
any surgical treatment is enhanced
with chemotherapy, a way to take the
air out of the tires of a cancer that
might have already escaped to another
location before surgery, Welton said.

Some of Mussone’s colorectal cancer
cells had apparently found their way
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Lower Your Risk

for Colorectal Cancer

« Build meals that are low in fat and rich in fruits,
vegetables and other high-fiber foods. Exercise

is also beneficial.

« If you have a family history of colorectal
cancer, let your doctor know. About 20 percent
of colorectal cancers are believed to be

genetically transmitted.

« At age 40, ask for an annual fecal blood test.
« At age 50, ask for a flexible sigmoidoscopy or

colonscopy screening.

into his lung before his
primary tumor was re-
moved, although growing
so slowly they were not
discernable until three
years after his first sur-
gery. “It was too small to
be seen and the chemo
didn’t kill it,” Welton
said. When discovered,
the tiny lesion was re-
moved. Two years later,
another bit of colorectal
cancer showed up in
Mussone’s lung and was
again removed. Since
Mussone’s first meeting
with Welton, his cancer
has not reappeared in its
original location.

Stanford Hospital thoracic surgeon Richard Whyte listens to Mussone’s
lungs. Whyte is part of Mussone’s treatment team which also includes
Mussone’s colorectal surgeon, medical oncologists, radiologists,

When To See Your Doctor
Symptoms of colorectal cancer can include:

« blood in stool

constipation

pathologists and radiation oncologists.

Productive Synergy

From the very start, Mussone’s treat-
ment was a collaborative enterprise.
Stanford’s history of innovative cancer
treatment springs in large part from
its tumor boards, Welton said. “You've
got 15 other physicians in the room, all
experts, who might say, ‘It’s time for
you to push the envelope. Our radiation
is better now, our chemo is better now.
This is something we might have al-
ways thought non-operative, but maybe
we need to push this.””

Disease-specific tumor boards meet
weekly. A board may include surgeons,
medical oncologists, radiation oncolo-
gists, pathologists and hematologists.
Mussone’s treatment has involved sev-
eral physicians, including Welton, med-
ical oncologist George Fisher, radiation
oncologist Albert Koong and thoracic
surgeon Richard Whyte.

“Many of the successes we've had in
cancer management come directly from
the successful interaction of the spe-
cialists,” said Richard T. Hoppe, MD,

Stanford’s Chair of Radiation Oncology.
“And the majority of cancers we treat at
Stanford we treat with more than one
modality.”

“You might not be able to cure a
cancer, but you could control it so it
doesn’t shorten your life.”

— Mark Welton, MD, colorectal cancer
surgeon, Stanford Cancer Center

“I think it’s well documented,” Welton
said, “that as we work together in the
same environment, we gather momen-
tum and energy and excitement and
this helps us take better care of patients
and improve their overall experience.”

Mussone’s treatment also included
chemotherapy and radiation. The Stan-
ford Cancer Center was one of the first
medical centers to use chemotherapy
before surgery to prep the cancer cells
to be more sensitive to radiation that
would follow. The approach has proven
very effective. The Center’s radiation

« anemia, fatigue, weakness
« diarrhea, abdominal pains, cramps,

« change in bowel habits

What Can Cause Colorectal Cancer?

The causes of most colorectal cancers are not
definitively known. Anal cancer, however, has
shown a high association with infection by the
human papilloma virus (HPV), the same virus

U3Ga0.5) Jap UOA 1J9GION

special feature

that can be responsible for cervical cancer in
women. Stanford’s colorectal cancer specialist,
Mark Welton, advocates that men and women at

high risk for the disease be screened with a tissue

sample similar to the cervical tissue test women
routinely undergo. When that test, commonly

known as a Pap smear, became routine, 40
women in 100,000 died of cervical cancer, Welton
said. Now, the number is 6 to 8 per 100,000

For more information: cancer.stanford.edu
Referral Center: 650.498.6000
Information Desk/Concierge: 650.723.4268

vanced, most precise three-dimensional
imaging that protects healthy tissue.

As their understanding of cancer in-
creases, physicians hope that more

and more kinds of cancer will be
manageable in the same way that
certain chronic illnesses-like hyper-
tension, diabetes and coronary artery
disease-will be kept in check. “You
might not be able to cure a cancer,”
Welton said, “but you could control it so
it doesn’t shorten your life.”

Continuing Care

Mussone has been watched quite care-
fully, of course, and his two recurrences
were disappointing, Welton said, “but
fighting cancer is a war, not just one
battle. The key players are the phy-
sicians who take care of you-and a
patient who bounces back
after a couple of bumps in
the road.”

Welton looks at Mussone
and sees someone who is
being treated by a group of
physicians who know his
case well and who watch
him closely. “Maybe we do
take little things out every
three or four or five years,”
Welton said, “but he’s get-
ting more years of life.”

Mussone, who knows how
different his life would be
if he had had a colostomy,
is clearly on his best game.
“I'm on board for whatever,”
Mussone told Whyte at a
recent check-up. “You keep
saving my life!”

Norbert von der Groeben

Managing cancer will be
much easier as research

Join us at: stanfordhospital.org/socialmedia

ticular patient’s cancer is likely to
recur and what might be the most
effective chemotherapy. Some of the
most advanced work is under way at
Stanford. Welton, Fisher and Koong
are collaborating with Stanford medi-
cal oncologist Hanlee Ji, senior associ-
ate director of the Stanford Genome
Technology Center to test for those
predictors with molecular inversion
probe technology, the most advanced
analytic tool now available.

Mussone has taken his recovery as he
has done things all his life. “I've al-
ways been one to take the bull by the
horns,” he said. He works out with a
trainer twice a week, watches his diet
and enjoys the couple of days a week he
spends at work. “I'm not focused on dy-
ing,” he said. “I'm hopeful-my plan is to
die of old age.”

Mussone is an endodontic dentist. Five years after he was first

works out techniques to

therapy is directed by the most ad- identify whether a par-

diagnosed with colorectal cancer, his work continues.

Stanford Hospital & Clinics is known worldwide for advanced treatment of complex disorders in areas such as cardiovascular care, cancer
treatment, neurosciences, surgery, and organ transplants. Consistently ranked among the top institutions in the U.S. News & World Report
annual list of “America’s Best Hospitals,” Stanford Hospital & Clinics is internationally recognized for translating medical breakthroughs into the ‘
care of patients. It is part of the Stanford University Medical Center, along with the Stanford University School of Medicine and Lucile Packard

Children’s Hospital at Stanford. For more information, visit stanfordmedicine.org.

B STANFORD

HOSPITAL & CLINICS

Stanford University Medical Center
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Losing Weight has n

never. been so easy! /\'\
D.]. MCCANN

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
License #907806

¢ ProJecT MAANAGEMENT
e Custom HEw HomEes
¢ Room ADDITIONS
® SECOND STORIES
¢ MasTeR Suites KITCHENS

" = Improve Your Health + Increase Your Energy
* Look & Feel Better » FREE Consultation

Menlo Park B
713 Oak Grove ATH:OOMS
(650) 323-5483 B%B
(across from the Fire Station) G

*12 week minimum. Limited time offer. Call for details

(650) 482-9090

. R B _ Menlo Park, CA
wwwi liteforlife.com WWW.DJMCCANNCONSTRUCTION.COM

Manjul S. Dixit, MD, FAAAAL is moving her practice from Menlo Medical Clinic to Atherton Square.
Convenient hours 12 pm-8 pm and ample parking.
Services Include:
* Allergic Rhinitis * Asthma * Food Allergy * Cough * Congestion
e [Latex * Headaches e and much more....
Please visit our website @ www.athertonallergists.com

#8 Workshop Series by Harrell Remodeling

Planning a Whole House
Remodel

For homeowners interested in learning more about how to
approach a remodeling project, these interactive workshops
promise to be informative and fun. Upfront planning will ensure
a successful project!

I Get the answers you need about design, space planning and
learn a few secrets to create a home that fits your lifestyle,
today and everyday.

" Gain some color courage and learn how your home’s paint
palette can transform even the smallest spaces, inspire and
energize, soothe and calm or simply transform the ordinary
into extraordinary.

I Get excited about your home remodel as our designers take [
you through a journey of ideas, photos, materials and product
options available to transform your home today!

Wednesday September 22
6:30pm - 8:30pm

Registration and light dinner at 6:15pm
Harrell Design Center, Mountain View

We never forget it’s your home.®

Harrell RemndeTinu

Saturday September 25 Design + Build
10:00am - 12:30pm

Keplers Books, Menlo Park

Harrell Remodeling Design Center
1954 Old Middlefield Way
Mountain View, CA 94043
(650) 230-2900
harrell-remodeling.com

License: B479799.
Our Design Center is 85% solar powered.

Call or go online to register today.
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Portola Valley schools
sees leadership shifts

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

lthough there aren’t many
Ahanges in Portola Valley
chool District classrooms
as the new school year gets roll-
ing, a restructuring of the district’s
administrative team is likely to have
atrickle-down effect on the day-to-
day operations of the district’s two
schools.

Tim Hanretty has begun his
tenure as district superintendent,
having served as the district’s
assistant superintendent and chief
financial officer until being tapped
to replace Anne Campbell. Ms.
Campbell will be sworn in as the
county’s superintendent of schools
in January.

Mr. Hanretty’s appointment was
part of the school district board’s
streamlining of administrative
staff, and included the promotion
of Carol Piraino from Corte Mad-
era principal to assistant superin-
tendent for special education and
curriculum.

Heading the team at Corte Mad-
era, a grade 4-8 school, is Don Cox,
who will serve as interim principal
untila search process that beginsin
early 2011 culminates in the hiring
of a permanent principal. Mr. Cox
retired from the Palo Alto Unified
School District, where he served as
principal at Jane Lathrop Stanford
(JLS) middle school and Hoover
elementary school, according to
Mr. Hanretty.

The streamlining of administra-
tive staff approved earlier this year
resulted in the layoff of Tom Keat-
ing, who had served as director
of educational technology. Also,
Carolyn Schwartzbord’s position
as director of special education
was eliminated when she left
the district for the Ravenswood
Elementary School District. The
responsibilities of overseeing spe-
cial education were melded into
Ms. Piraino’s new position.

Ms. Piraino will also continue
to oversee Corte Madera’s restruc-
tured fourth- and fifth-grade
program, which she spearheaded
last year when she was the school’s
principal. Superintendent Han-
retty said Ms. Piraino will work
on “fine-tuning” the innovative

m SCHOOLS

teaching approach, which last
year she described as incorpo-
rating four different programs
designed to play upon teachers’
strengths and improve students’
learning.

At the K-3 Ormondale School,
Principal Jennifer Warren has
introduced a character-building
program based on concepts found
in Carol McCloud’s book, “Have
You Filled a Bucket Today?”

“This book explains that every-
one has an invisible bucket that
needs to be filled in order to
be mentally and emotionally
healthy,” Ms. Warren wrote in
the district’s first Weekly Post of
the school year. “While parents
and caregivers can fill buckets in
a variety of ways, children must
also be taught how to fill the
buckets of others.

“This book was written to teach
young children how to be bucket
fillers rather than bucket dippers.”

The program, she said, encour-
ages positive behavior, and among
its goals is “to establish a frame-
work for more constructive words
and actions and less bullying.”

Bucking the trend

The Portola Valley district faces
the same challenges as other
school districts in terms of declin-
ing property tax revenue. But in
terms of enrollment, it’s bucking
the trend.

As of last week, enrollment in
the two schools totaled 712. Mr.
Hanretty said that when enroll-
ment stabilizes, he expects that
the combined enrollment figure
will show a decline from last year
of about 23 students. The decline
is largely the result of fewer kin-
dergartners — 20 fewer of them
this year, he said.

That drop means that Ormon-
dale has only three kindergarten
sections this year, down from four
last year. The decrease was antici-
pated in a multiyear demographic
study done several years ago, Mr.
Hanretty said. But because 2010-11
was the last year analyzed in the
study, the district will have to con-
duct a new one this year. &

MENDELSOHN

continued from page 7

call for a special election.

The appointment of a new
member or the decision to call
a special election must be made
by Oct. 31, Mr. Hanretty said. If
the board chooses to appoint a
member, it is likely to follow a
process it has used in the past:
solicit applications from inter-

ested community members,
conduct public interviews of
applicants, and then make a
provisional appointment.

The decision to appoint a
member can be challenged by
members of the public, who
have 30 days to file a petition
calling for a special election. Ifa
provisional appointment is not
challenged within 30 days, it
becomes official. B
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Benjamin “Jack” Crow, coastside rancher, dies at 91

Benjamin
“Tack” Crow,
former pro-
prietor of the
historic Dur-
ham Ranch o
on the coast- [
side near the
Kings Moun-
tain  area,
died Aug. 10
from complications from cancer.
He was 91.

Mr. Crow was one of the last
members of the Crow fam-
ily, who established the town of
Crow’s Landing in the Central
Valley of California. He served in
the U.S. Marines during World
War II. While living in San Car-
los and Woodside, he worked as

Jack Crow

a building contractor. In 1961,
he and his wife moved to the
Durham Ranch, renaming it the
BenBar Ranch.

Mr. Crow continued to work
the ranch until a few years ago,
according to his neighbor Mike
Liebhold. He raised a variety of
livestock, including steers, horses,
sheep, goats, pigs even llamas.
He was well liked and never too
busy to share his knowledge of
ranching or stop his truck on the
road for a friendly chat, says Mr.
Liebhold.

Mr. Crow’s wife, Lorraine,
died in 1995. A gathering of
Mr. Crow’s friends was held at

the ranch Sept. 10.

Robert James Archer

Retired physicist

Robert James Archer, a resi-
dent of Portola Valley since 1963,
died Sept. 4 at the age of 84.

Mr. Archer was a native of
San Francisco and served in the
armed forces during World War
I1. He received his doctorate from
Columbia University in New
York City and was employed as
a physicist at Hewlett Packard
from 1963 to 1985.

He is survived by his only
daughter, Mary Jo Archer
Kloezeman. His wife, Joline
Archer, died in 1998.

CLEARVIEW [ A}

O Window cleaning
O Pressure washing
CALL SHAWN * 650-526-8156
for a free estimate
www.clearviewwindowcleaningservice.com

0 20 years experience
o Reliable and insured

L. J

If you’ve been missing something in your life,
come rediscover church at

“Back to Church” Sunday
Sunday, September 26th — 9:30 a.m.

Featuring violin performances by

Anthony Doheny
CSMA Distinguished Faculty member

Receive a free gift just for checking us out!

Bethany Lutheran Church
1095 Cloud Avenue, Menlo Park

650.854.5897
H www. hethany—mp.org

Bethany ¢

Dentist rides,
raises money
for benefit

The longer
you weight...

Menlo Park dentist and cyclist
Jan Gabus recently rode his
bicycle across Iowa for seven
days and 461 miles, raising
$9,000 from sponsors for the
Mid Peninsula Dental Health
Foundation, which provides
low-cost dental care for the
uninsured working poor.

iltis hot and humid, but my
sister and brother have done the
ride for several years,” Dr. Gabus
said. “It sounded like fun and a
great way to spend time with my
family.”

The ride, called RAGBRAI,
is an annual event in its 38th
year. “Starting on the banks of / i -
the Missouri River on a Sunday, i i
you bicycle for seven days, until
you reach the banks of the Mis-
sissippi the next Saturday,i Dr.
Gabus said.

Living with obesity doesn’t just affect your emotional health; it can
lead to other serious health problems that can take years off your life. If
you've struggled with diet and exercise and still have not achieved
lasting weight loss, it may be time to consider weight loss surgery.

Bariatric Surgeons

Prithvi Legha, M.D.
Mountain View
(650) 404-8400

The Palo Alto Medical Foundation’s comprehensive Weight Loss

Hair Replacement John Feng, M.D., FACS Surgery Program is comprised of a team of the area’s finest bariatric

/ ; Palo Alto surgeons, dieticians and behavioral health professionals. Our surgeons
Slmp ly ﬂ.le Best Quahty 650) 853-2985 are highly trained in the latest minimally-invasive weight loss surger
Hair S (650) ghly y g gery
air Systems procedures, including gastric bypass, stomach band placement and
for Men & Women Redwood City verti}clal1 sleevi—:‘ gastrectomg.lln additio?,ﬁ/ve provide nutﬁitlional and
) ] 650) 853-6600 psychological support and long-term follow up care to help you
M.Oggg ’; tio(_ltggfggr' 558 achieve and maintain a healthy weight.
* Alopecia & Chemotherapy

Don’t wait any longer to start living the healthier, happier, longer life
you deserve. To learn more, visit pamf.org/wls, or call one of the
physicians listed to the left to schedule a consultation.

&

Palo Alto Medical

Foundation
A Sutter Health Affiliate

* Gelebrity Extensions e Toppers
* Hair Pieces e Integration ¢ Wigs

Private and Free Consultation
(650) 341-2195

Call the location nearest you to RSVP for one of our FREE upcoming
introduction and orientation seminars. Seating is limited.

THE CURE FOR COMMON MEDICINE
JOLENE WHITLEY
HaAIr DEsIGN
1660 S.Amphlett Blvd.
Suite #201, San Mateo
www.jwhair.com

pamf.org/wls
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f Leather Furniiure\

Laugh - Learn - Play and Share Repair Roller & Hapg()()d & Tlnney
Upholstery Cleaning
* Our Program Expert color mc_:tching Th P . 1 s P .
L Our Young Fives program is designed for We gg: :;g?relgiqgiher € Ireninsulas rremier
o= w5 children who will turn five between June 1 vinyl, fabrics & plasiic’ Funeral SGI'V1C€
and December 1. Qur program provides : . . .
KinderB opportunities for growth in four areas of Even pet damage and burns! and Cremation Provider
A1P Fe_r . cars development (social, emotional, physical FREE ESTIMATES ¢ MOBILE SERVICE
oung Fives Frogram and cognitive) before experiencing a . : :
Join Us! traditional Kindergarten program. The Serving all falths since 1899

program is based on California standards Offering Pre-need Arrangements

SessionI: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Sessionll: 100 pm - 400pm | from a certfed eacher 980 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, California 94301
Call Today! 650-867-8597 mlfn;ii:::zg:::s“:om (650) 328-1360

Our Location: Hampton Oaks * 204 Bradbury Lane * Redwood City, CA SILICON VALLEY

(off of Woodside Rd. near Atherton, between Alameda de las Pulgas and El Camino.) WWW.I'OllerhangOdtlnl’ley.com
AQ 3 772 120 B

Open House Aug. 28-Sept. 3 from 9:30-11:30am. L www.ﬁbrenew.com/siIicon_vqlley) Se Habla Espaﬁol Funeral Home ED132

LUCILE PACKARD /' CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

YOUR CHILD’S HEALTH
UNIVERSITY

Provided by Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

° b ° . DOS your ../ I.
Your Child’s Health Universi e N
ty “home need
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes and seminars designed
to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children.

ID BREASTFEEDING SEMINAR We are here for you.

While breastfeeding is natural, much can be learned to make the “dance” easier and more
relaxed. Our certified lactation consultant provides tips for breastfeeding success as well as ‘nf .
information on how partners can participate in the feeding process. For more information,

- Thursday, October 14: 7:00 — 9:00 pm call (650) 289-5425.

IB HEART TO HEART SEMINAR ON GROWING UP ’%Avenldasw

Informative, humorous and lively discussions between parents and their pre-teens on Wh b b
puberty, the opposite sex and growing up. Girls attend these two-part sessions with their ere age Is Just a number
moms and boys attend with their dads.

- For Girls: Mondays, October 18 & 25: 6:30 — 8:30 pm o
- For Boys: Tuesdays, November 30 & December 7: 6:30 — 8:30 pm Heartfelt prOfeSSIonaI care for the elderly

n BRINGING BABY HOME
A two-part workshop for expectant couples and new parents in their first postpartum
trimester, this program designed by Drs. John and Julie Schwartz Gottman will assist you
in making the transition to parenthood.

- Sundays, October 24 & 31: 10:00 am — 3:30 pm

D INFANT SAFETY

A room-by-room guide to preparing your home for a newborn and growing child.

- Saturday, October 30: 1:00 — 3:00 pm * Private or shared rooms just ]jke

* 24-hour on-call assistance o

* Temporary and respite stays fam]_ly
* Personal care

* All meals, snacks, special diets

* Many special activities and events

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.calendar.lpch.org to register or obtain

more information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

Lucile Packard ‘_ HOpkiIlS ManOI‘

Children’s Hospital S . .
-y 1235 Hopkins Ave, Redwood City, CA 94062
EB LI ‘S Lic # 410508680

650.368.5656

VISIT WWW.LPCH.ORG TO SIGN UP FOR CLASSES

www.justlikefamily.com ¢ Family owned and operated
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Sacred Heart holds
senior fashion show

“Seniors in Wonderland” is the
theme for Sacred Heart Prepara-
tory’s 22nd annual senior fashion
show to be held Saturday, Sept. 18,
on the school’s Atherton campus.

More than 750 guests are expect-
ed to attend the event, where the
entire senior class, along with
parents, will model fashions from
local stores, including Alys Grace,
Banana Republic, Betsey John-
son, Bloomingdale’s, Eileen Fisher,
Brooks Brothers and more.

The evening will begin with
cocktails at 5:30 p.m., followed
by dinner prepared by Thomas
John Events. The fashion show
will be held after dinner, along
with student-choreographed dance
numbers.

An “Alice in Wonderland” theme
will prevail throughout the eve-
ning. The cocktail reception will be
held in the “Mad Hatter’s Garden.”
Guests will then venture through
the rabbit hole to dine in the “Red
Queen’s Court.”

Renee Capovilla, Anna Hen-
derson, Laura Hosking, and Ellen
Lynch are chairs of the event. Kim
Selby will choreograph the runway
show.

Proceeds from the fashion show
will be used to support senior
activities, including the Junior/
Senior Prom and Grad Night.

Tickets to the fashion show are
$110 each. To reserve, contact Susie
Coyne at smjbc@yahoo.com.

“Jewels & Jeans’ gala

“Heroes and Horses; A Jewel &
Jeans” gala will be held Saturday,
Sept. 25, from 5:30 to 11 p.m. at
the National Center for Equine
Facilitated Therapy (NCEFT)
facility at 880 Runnymede Road
in Woodside. Proceeds from the
benefit will support the center’s
equine-assisted therapy.

Cocktails and dinner will be
followed by dancing to the music
of Fred McCarty & Company.
Guests are encouraged to wear
Western attire.

Susan Lang of Woodside will be
honored as the first recipient of the
Barb Heine outstanding service
award. Ms. Lang is an occupational
therapist and equestrian.

“Susan is the ideal recipient of
this first award established in Barb’s
honor,” says Gari Merendino, exec-
utive director of NCEFT.

Ms. Heine, who died of cancer
in March, was executive director
and board president of NCEFT.
She was a longtime resident of
Woodside before moving to Aus-

BEST FRESH FISH « BEST SEAFOOD

N Cook’s Seafood
D Restaurant & Market
Rvtmoit & Friak Fish Mol W GREAT FLACE 10 EAT LUNCH OR DINNER
Seafood Dinners from $595 to $995
Try our new Grilled Seafood Specials

Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips
Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.
Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.

Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri ‘til 9 pm; Market: Mon - Sat 9-7 pm
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS Market: 10-5 pm; Restaurant:11-7 pm

751 El Caming Real Call in Orders Welcome
Menio Park, CA 94025 Phiona 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

“THE BEST

. PIZZA WEST
MICI'S OF NEW YORK”

EAST COAST PIZZERIA

—Ralph Barbieri
GREAT PASTAS * FRESH SALADS KNBR 680
226 Redwood
880 Santa Cruz Ave “$hores IYVk(;:,’y
Menlo Park Redwood Shores
iversitv Dri (Next to Pacific
(at University Drive) Athletic Club)

(650) 329-8888 (650) 654-3333

RE:ELECT; JIM{DOBBIE

VOTE FOR JIM DOBBIE ON NOV. 2

JIM IS QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED, INVOLVED AND ACCESSIBLE.

Here are Jim’s personal qualifications:

¢ Atherton Resident 16 years

* Chairman (former), Atherton General Plan Committee
* Vice Chairman (former), Atherton Planning Commission

¢ Elected Atherton Town Council 2008
* VVice Mayor, Atherton 2010

* 40 years of Corporate management and financial experience

¢ Pilot, Royal Air Force Reserve

* Electrical engineering degrees from Glasgow and Arizona State Universities

DURING JIM’S TWO YEARS ON THE ATHERTON COUNCIL he has been deeply involved
in, and/or responsible for, the following accomplishments:

* Reduced Town expenses to help approach balanced budget
* Made Town purchasing decisions more accountable

* Changed Town'’s investment policy to reduce risk

* Opposed refunding road impact fees

* Examined outsourcing Town services with minimum impact on Residents
* Initiated programs to limit Builder-Developer construction time, to install “Construction Rules” signs
on building sites, and to ensure a Resident’s choice of drainage systems

LOOKING AHEAD, JIM KNOWS Atherton is facing many important and complex issues, including
High Speed Rail, Litigation, Road Maintenance, Drainage, Construction and Energy Conservation. High
Speed Rail especially has the potential to divide the Town and destroy its character.

JIM DOBBIE has the business management and financial experience, love of Atherton,
familiarity with Town activities and in-depth understanding of the issues to ensure that
Atherton’s quality of life is enjoyed now and preserved for future generations.

JIM DOBBIE
is qualified, experienced, involved and accessible.

JIM DOBBIE

ATHERTON COUNCIL

RE-ELECT JIM DOBBIE ON NOV. 2
www.reelectjimdobbie.com

tralia 10 years ago.

Nicole Buttitta is chairman of
the gala, assisted by Betsy Glik-
barg, Susan Martin, and Suzanne
Rischman. Tickets to the benefitare
$200 per person. For more informa-
tion, call Ms. Buttitta at 851-0444.
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Cardoza-Bungey Travel
We Make Vacations Better!

Tahiti & South Pacific Cruises this Fall
f ; CRUISES

TO THE SOUL OF THE SOUTH SEAS

45% off & free air on select sailings

650-325-5600

cstioorses-0 - VWV, cardoza.com

=GARDINAL RULES!

OWENIVIAREGIGH

ANDRENVIDIR S~

STANFORD

FOOTBAL|

WHAT'S YOUR DEAL 3-GAME
MINI PLANS START AT $85!

(includes the USC game and your choice of two other home games)

Next Home Game

STANFORD US. WAKE FOREST

September 18 — 8:15 PM

GET TICKETS BY CALLING 1-800-STANFORD
OR VISIT GOSTANFORD.COM
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‘Swing in the Park’ fundraiser set for Sept. 19

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

pedestrian bridge named
for the late City Council-
an Bill Conwell, and

a garden enhancing the area
around the Water Tower were
completed this year in Atherton’s
Holbrook-Palmer Park, ameni-
ties made possible through funds
raised by the town’s annual
“Swing in the Park” event.

This year, organizers of the
fundraiser, set for Sunday, Sept. 19,
hope to raise money to help pay for
future projects such as the rejuve-
nation of the park’s historic Car-
riage House, and a new informal
amphitheatre near the children’s
play area.

Swing in the Park, sponsored by
the Atherton Dames and the Hol-
brook-Palmer Park Foundation,
will enliven the park from 2 to 6
p.m. Sunday, the swing courtesy
of the 16-piece Unicorns Dance
Band.

Activities for kids will include
games, clown appearances, and a
performance of the Happy Birds

A H‘w :

Parrot Show. A barbecue picnic
will be presented by Jesse Cool’s
CoolEatz Catering.

There will be a live auction, silent
auction, and a raffle.

“Here is an opportunity for the
community to join in celebration
and support our jewel of a park,”
said Denise Kupperman of the
Atherton Dames.

Photo by Courtney Behm
Volunteers plant trees for the new Water Tower garden in Atherton’s
Holbrook-Palmer Park.

Reservations are highly rec-
ommended, Ms. Kupperman
said. Open seating is $75 per
person; $15 for children 2 to 11;
and free for children under 2.
Tickets for $700 are available for
tables of 10.

Visit www.athertondames.org or
call 234-8447 to reserve tickets or
learn more about the event.

REZONING

continued from page 9

infringing on their privacy.

On Sept. 15, the council will
consider options that include:
following the Planning Commis-
sion’s recommendation against
changing Parker Avenue’s zon-
ing to RI1-B; rezoning Parker
Avenue to R1-B; directing staff
to come up with options that
would retain the zoning desig-

APPLEWOOD
COUPON

Gluten-Free
Pizza Now
Available!

RESTAURANT ¥

nation but make larger houses
possible with Planning Com-
mission review and approval,
or through a special permitting
process; and directing staff to
work on creating a new zon-
ing district with rules similar
to R1-B zoning but with larger
rear-yard setbacks.

Public records resolution
At that meeting, the council
also will consider a resolution

APPLEWOOD
COUPON

Extra Large or
amily Size Pizza

These Coupon
Offers are
available Daily
between

O

2-6pm

New Hours: Open Mon-Sat 11am — 10pm ® Sun 11am —9pm

1001 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (650) 324-3486
www.applewoodpizza.com

reaffirming the town’s com-
mitment to providing public
records to people requesting
them.

The town has been besieged
since last March with public
records act requests — more
than 75, according to a staff
report. Former finance direc-
tor John Johns has made about
50 of those requests, the report
indicates.

Deputy City Clerk Theresa
DellaSanta has spent about 130
hours since March dealing with
the requests, according to the
report, and the city attorney’s
office has billed the town for
about $19,850 for reviewing
the requests and documents
sought to ensure that mate-
rial that should not be public is
redacted before the documents
are released.

The town has come under
fire recently for not comply-
ing with requests made under
the state’s Public Records Act,
most notably after a videotaped
incident in which a resident and
Mr. Johns confronted City Man-
ager Jerry Gruber in Town Hall
about records requests that had
not been responded to.

Assistant City Manager Eileen
Wilkerson said the council
is being asked to approve the
resolution to let the public know
that the town is committed to
meeting the requirements of the
Public Records Act.

The council meeting begins at
7 p.m. in Atherton Town Hall, at
94 Ashfield Road.



FOR THE

RECORD

H POLICE CALLS

This information is from the Atherton
and Menlo Park police departments
and the San Mateo County Sheriff’s

Office. Under the law, people charged
with offenses are considered innocent

until convicted.

ATHERTON

Grand theft reports:

MW Large pieces of equipment stolen
from truck, Selby Lane, Sept. 3.

B Western trophy saddle stolen after

horse show, Menlo Circus Club at 190

Park Lane, Sept. 9.

MENLO PARK

Residential burglary reports:

M Loss estimated at $19,970 in theft
of laptop computer, several pieces of
jewelry and cash, 200 block of Semi-
nary Drive, Sept. 6.

M Loss estimated at $3,800 in theft of
laptop, iPod and jewelry, 500 block of
Pope St., Sept. 3.

M Loss estimated at $2,579 in theft of
laptop, camera, iPad, Palm Pad and

cash, 100 block of Laurel Ave., Sept. 3.

W Fence and cables cut and loss

estimated at $1,400 in theft of four leaf
blowers and a gas can, 1100 block of
O’Brien Drive., Sept. 6.

M Loss estimated at $360 in theft of
bicycle, helmet and lock from apart-
ment parking area, 1600 block of El
Camino Real, Sept. 3.

Grand theft report: Bicycle valued

at $1,000 stolen, first block of Willow
Road, Sept. 3.

Fraud report: Loss of $750 in unau-
thorized use of credit card, 600 block
of Willow Road, Sept. 8.

Auto burglary reports:

MW GPS valued at $150 stolen, 1700
block of Poppy Ave., Sept. 3.

M Paper work and registration stolen
from vehicle, 1900 block of Santa Cruz
Ave., Sept. 3.

W Vehicle parked in driveway broken
into, 500 block of Bay Road, Sept. 6.
Stolen vehicle report: Silver 1997
Honda Accord, 400 block of Oak
Grove Ave., Sept. 6.

Spousal abuse report: 1400 block of
Almanor Ave., Sept. 6.

WOODSIDE

Assault report: Motorcyclist arrested

and booked into jail after non-injury
accident that led to assault on vehicle
driver by motorcyclist, Woodside Road
and Interstate 280, Sept. 4.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Fraud report: Woman attempted to
cash check allegedly made out to her
but fled as bank manager attempted
to verify transaction with checking
account owner, 100 block of Bow Way,
Sept. 7.

WEST MENLO PARK

Theft report: Jewelry valued at
$53,200 in black leather purse that
was stolen, 2000 block of Sand Hill
Road, Sept. 5.

LADERA

Assault report: Grandson taken to
county hospital after picking up empty
wine bottle from floor and hitting grand-
mother in head with it while watching
TV, 3000 block of Sand Hill Road,

Sept. 1.

B SPORTS

Go to AimanacNews.com for sports
news, including a report on the
second games of the season for the
Menlo-Atherton Vikings teams in the
Pop Warner football league. The
Vikings teams faced the Bay Cities
Bulldogs on Saturday at San Mateo
High School.

@xpress

Get local news updates FREE in your e-mail inbox daily.

Sign up today at TheAlmanacOnline.com

HELLER IMMIGRATION LAw GROUP
Employment-based, Family/Marriage & Investor Visas

A Full-Service Immigration Law Firm
Serving the SF Bay Area & Silicon Valley for 25+ years
PERM Labor Certification - EB1/NIW Self-Petitions
Green Cards, H1B and Work Permits
Engineers, IT/Computer fields, Scientists/Researchers
HR/Corporate, Business & Individual Clients

Free Attorney Consult!
650.424.1900 = greencard1.com = heller@greencard1.com

A TASTE oF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana

2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View
(650) 938-2020

Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

Connoisseur Coffee (o.

2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City
(650) 369-5250 9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat.

Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula" call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

6\/@

£

alys grace

MENLO PARK

ome sweet home

OUR EXTRAORDINARY STAFF IS GLAD TO BE HOME

T ‘
i = |

CRAND RE-OPENING

september1s, 2010.'

f F BOOK.COM/ALYSGRACEMP.ECHAMPAGNE, CUPCAKES, FANTASTIC GOODIE BAGS"& NEW FALL FASHION
ATYSGRACE. COM

10AM-6PM 8998 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE (NEXT TO PEETS)

650.322.5524

September 15, 2010 m The Almanac m 17



meAlmanac

Serving Menlo Park,
Atherton, Portola Valley,

and Woodside for 44 years.

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about

local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

Editor & Publisher
Tom Gibboney

Editorial

Managing Editor Richard Hine
News Editor Renee Batti
Lifestyles Editor Jane Knoerle
Senior Correspondents
Marion Softky, Marjorie Mader
Staff Writers

David Boyce, Sandy Brundage
Contributors Barbara Wood,
Kate Daly, Katie Blankenberg
Special Sections Editors
Carol Blitzer, Sue Dremann
Photographer Michelle Le

Design & Production

Design Director Raul Perez
Designers Linda Atilano,
Gary Vennarucci

Advertising

Vice President Sales &
Marketing

Walter Kupiec

Display Advertising Sales
Heather Hanye

Real Estate Manager Neal Fine
Real Estate and Advertising
Coordinator Diane Martin

Published every Wednesday at
3525 Alameda De Las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, Ca 94025

Newsroom: (650) 854-2690
Newsroom Fax: (650) 854-0677
Advertising: (650) 854-2626
Advertising Fax: (650) 854-3650
e-mail news and photos with
captions to:
Editor@AImanacNews.com
e-mail letters to:
letters@AImanacNews.com

The Almanac, established in September,

1965, is delivered each week to residents

of Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and
Woodside and adjacent unincorporated areas
of southern San Mateo County. The Almanac

is qualified by decree of the Superior Court of
San Mateo County to publish public notices of
a governmental and legal nature, as stated in
Decree No. 147530, issued November 9, 1969.

Subscriptions are $60 for one year and
$100 for two years.

a

ENA

H WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

All views must include a home address
and contact phone number. Published
letters will also appear on the web site,
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
POST your views on the
Town Square forum at
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

EMAIL your views to:
letters@almanacnews.com
and note this it is a letter to
the editor in the subject line.

MAIL or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,

Menlo Park, CA 94025.

CALL the Viewpoint desk at
854-2690, ext. 222.

Time for smokers to be responsible

moking is a smelly habit that everyone loves to hate,

including many who are addicted to cigarettes. Long

ago declared a health hazard by the U.S. Surgeon Gen-
eral, the California Air Resources Board and the state and
federal environmental protection agencies, cigarettes are
probably the world’s best-known legalized health hazard.

Smoking is banned in most indoor workplaces and in most
public places throughout California, and some communities,
notably Belmont on the Peninsula, have piled on more regu-
lations that attempt to protect
the rights of non-smokers
— said to be 86 percent of
Californians — from second-
hand smoke.

Given the overwhelming evidence that smoking is a health
hazard for smokers and everyone around them who can
breathe second-hand smoke, it should be easy for the Menlo
Park City Council to pass a tough anti-smoking ordinance
on Tuesday, Sept. 14. The ordinance was passed 4-1 in March
but was pulled back so that some language could be revised.

The council was pressed to adopt new smoking regulations
by Barbara Franklin, a resident of Sand Hill Circle, who was
bothered by second-hand smoke from her downstairs neigh-
bor. After months of effort, she convinced her condominium
association to pass a regulation governing second-hand
smoke in the common areas of her complex and since then
has pressed the City Council to follow suit.

Perhaps inspired by Ms. Franklin, the most controversial
part of the proposed ordinance is a section that declares
second-hand smoke a nuisance, and authorizes a private citi-
zen to bring a legal action against a person whose smoke is
entering a unit of a multi-unit residence. The new regulation,
if included and passed in the ordinance, would give non-

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

smokers a persuasive tool to force people to smoke outside
their condominium or apartment unit.

Living with someone else’s smoke can make life miser-
able, as it did for this apartment dweller, who wrote on the
Almanac’s Town Square:

“The second hand cigarette smoke in my last apartment
was so overwhelming I finally moved. The forced air heating
sucked the smoke out of my neighbor’s apartment and moved
it into mine. My apartment smelled like a smoker’s apartment.
Even my clothes hanging in the closet smelled like cigarette
smoke. Smoke can travel through the tiniest spaces including
electrical outlets. There’s really no way to keep it out.”

We suspect there are hundreds or more examples of resi-
dents who are forced to live with second-hand smoke. The
City Council is well within its rights to pass an ordinance that
protects residents from such a noxious health hazard. State law
already prohibits smoking in most indoor job sites, children’s
playgrounds and tot lots, and around the entrances and exits
of public buildings. And state law expressly authorizes local
governments to pass additional restrictions on smoking.

The proposed Menlo Park ordinance would prohibit smok-
ing in enclosed places like restaurants, businesses and work
areas, and outdoor areas of restaurants, businesses and public
recreation areas. Other language covers where smoking can
be permitted in outdoor areas of apartment buildings and
parking lots.

For non-smokers, nothing is worse than being forced to
breathe and smell second-hand smoke. It will be a breath of
fresh air when this ordinance passes, and when it does, we
hope that smokers will understand that it is not them, but their
habit, that is being asked to leave the building.

LETTERS

Our readers write

Stunned to see
BevMo approval

Editor:

I attended the August Menlo
Park Planning Commission
meeting regarding the use per-
mit for BevMo. Approval of the
permit was to be based upon
findings that BevMo would fill a
need and that granting the per-
mit would not be detrimental.
The meeting was to give resi-
dents an opportunity to voice
their opinions.

With 13 locations selling alco-
hol and a BevMo three miles
away in Redwood City, there
was no demonstrated need for
BevMo. However, the com-
mission voted 4-3 favoring the

Our
Regional
Heritage

Judge James Allen

built this house

- | on 80 acres off
Alpine and Los

- Trancos roads in

-| Portola Valley in the

1880s. Called The

i Hawthornes, the

property has been

owned by only two

families until recent

times.

Portola Valley Archives

permit. I was stunned to see
1,500 residents who mailed in

postcards opposing the permit
ignored by city officials.
Furthermore, the commission
seemed unaware or unwilling to
address the current labor woes
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of BevMo, which aired Aug. 13
when Channel 7 news report-
ed BevMo management had
demoted 163 full-time employ-
ees without notice to part-time

status, an action BevMo’s man-
. <«

agement described as a way “to
weather the economic storm.”

Menlo Park is a charming

community with a unique

hometown atmosphere. 1 feel
that BevMo’s harsh labor prac-
tices, combined with its low-

See LETTERS, next page
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Continued from previous page

end strip mall theme and mega
chain store sales mentality, will
surely harm our community.

Again, why do we need Bev-
Mo? One thing does seem clear.
BevMo is not likely to bring
any full-time benefited jobs to
Menlo Park.

I urge concerned residents to
contact the City Council. Tell
them: Just say no to BevMo!
Barbara Rosasco
Hillview Drive, Menlo Park

No need for another
liquor store in Menlo

Editor:

I attended the August Planning
Commission hearing regarding
the BevMo permit application
and was shocked at the split 4 to
3 vote approving a permit.

Liquor establishments, gun
stores and massage parlors are
held to a different standard than
most retail outlets for fairly obvi-
ous reasons. In order to receive a
use permit, these establishments
need to prove that they are a
convenience or necessity and that
it is not to the detriment of the
welfare of the city.

There are already 11 liquor
retailers in Menlo Park, includ-
ing a Safeway that is literally
across the street from the pro-
posed BevMo site. Clearly the
BevMo store is unnecessary
and the existing liquor stores
(all within four miles) establish
that the convenience argu-
ment is spurious. On this basis
alone, the Planning Commis-
sion should have unanimously
denied the use permit.

If that isn’t enough, my real
objection is the detriment to
our town. Menlo Park is a fam-
ily-oriented city with a classy
image. Putting a discount, big
box liquor store like BevMo on
an important and prominent
thoroughfare like El Camino,
within walking distance of the
train station, is not a positive.

Arguments that the BevMo
will help our local economy are
vastly overstated, as their sales
will largely come at the expense
of existing retailers in the area,
many of which are locally owned
and operated.

Iimplore fellow residents con-
cerned about this issue to let our
City Council members know
about your opposition.

Maureen Hogan
Wallea Drive, Menlo Park

By Malcolm Dudley

therton, like most com-
munities, faces severe
financial stress.

Past sources of state and
federal revenue sharing have
greatly diminished. Since
Atherton has no commer-
cial base providing sales tax
revenues, the city is totally
dependent upon property tax
revenues and our limited spe-
cial parcel tax.

At the time Proposition 13
passed, the town encountered
a similar dilemma. It faced a
huge loss of revenue, and had
to make a decision: substan-
tially reduce the level of town
services, or find an alternative
revenue source.

At that time police services
accounted for approximately
50 percent of our budget and
road maintenance accounted
for about a third. It was clear
that any significant reduction
in services would have to come
from those two areas. This
was an extremely important
decision for the council, which
chose to conduct a survey to
seek community input.

The survey asked homeown-

ers their preference between
reducing services or seek-
ing additional revenues to
maintain the current level of
services. The survey provided
homeowners with a break-
down of expenditures for each
of the major sectors of service.
Those preferring to balance the
budget by cutting expenditures
were asked to prioritize their
preferences for the services
they wanted reduced.

Resi-
dents who
preferred to
maintain
the cur-
rent level
of services
were asked

Q to indicate

their pref-

GUEST erence for
(A1 TleI Y| the type of
additional

fee source

(parcel tax, utility tax, or
other). Over 80 percent of
those responding preferred to
maintain the current level of
services and wanted to make
up the deficit with a special
parcel tax. Residents have

Let town decide: add taxes or cut spending

renewed that tax every four
years; however, increases in
that tax have been slight, and
have not kept up with increas-
ing costs.

Today we face a similar bud-
get deficit problem. I would
encourage the City Council to
survey the town residents for
their input on dealing with this
deficit. I would suggest that the
survey provide a breakdown
showing the reduced level of
services that would result from
balancing the budget through a
cut in expenditures. No doubt
it would show a significant
reduction in police services
and road maintenance.

The survey would show the
increase in special parcel tax,
or other revenue source, that
would be needed to balance the
budget while maintaining the
current level of town services.

The results of this survey
would provide the council with
the clear community prefer-
ence for solving Atherton’s
budget dilemma.

Malcolm Dudley is a former
mayor and member of the
Atherton City Council
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City of Palo Alto Recreation Presents - 26th Annual

PALO ALTO WEEKLY MOONLIGHT RUN & WALK

Friday, September 24, 2010

TIME & PLACE PIEASE NOTE NEW WALK TIME: 5K walk 7:00pm, 10K run 8:15pm, 5K run 8:45pm.
Race-night registration 6:15 to 8:00pm at City of Palo Alto Baylands Athletic Center, Embarcadero & Geng Roads (just east
of the Embarcadero Exit off Highway 101). Parking — go to PaloAltoOnline.com to check for specific parking locations.

COURSE 5K and 10K loop courses over Palo Alto Baylands levee, through the marshlands by the light of the Harvest Moon!
Course is flat, USAT&F certified (10k run only) on levee and paved roads. Water at all stops. Course map available at www.PaloAltoOnline.com.

REGISTRATIONS & ENTRY FEE Pre-registration fee is $25 per entrant (postmarked by September 17, 2010) and includes a
long-sleeve t-shirt. Late/race-night registration is $30 and includes a shirt only while supplies last. A scantron card must be filled out at

race-night registration.

FAMILY PACKAGE: Children 12 and under run free with a registered parent. A completed entry form for each child must be submitted with adult
registration. Please indicate on form and include $15 for an adult small t-shirt. No confirmation of mail-in registration available. Registration also
available online at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Refunds will not be issued for no-show registrations and t-shirts will not be held.

SPORTS TEAM/CLUBS: Pre-registration opportunity for organizations of 10 or more runners; contact Amy at (650) 223-6508 or

arenalds@paweekly.com.

MINORS: if not pre-registered Minors under 18 MUST bring signed parental/waiver form (below) on race night to participate. In
addition scantron card must be completely filled out at race-night registration.

DIVISIONS Age divisions: 9 & under; 10-12; 13-19; 20-29; 30-39; 40-49; 50-59; 60-69, and 70 & over with separate divisions for male
and female runners in each age group. Race timing provided for 5K and 10K runs only; not 5K walk.

COMPUTERIZED RESULTS by A Change of Pace Race results will be posted on the Internet at www.PaloAltoOnline.
com 10am on 9/27. Registration forms must be filled out completely and correctly for results to be accurate. Race organizers are not
responsible for incorrect results caused by incomplete or incorrect registration forms.

AWARDS/PRIZES/ENTERTAINMENT Top three finishers in each division. Prize giveaways and refreshments. DJ Alan Waltz. Pre-

race warmups by Noxcuses Fitness, Palo Alto

PALO ALTO GRAND PRIX Road Race Series — Moonlight Run, 9/24; Marsh Madness, 10/23; Home Run 11/14, for more

information go to www.paloaltogp.org.

[~
WIINGLE Nike TRADER JoE'S 2 i

i FRERRE  CONTINENTAL BENEFICIARY Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund. A holiday-giving fund to benefit Palo Alto area non-profits and charitable organizations. In
anfor

April 2010, 43 organizations received a total of $240,000 (from the 2009-2010 Holiday Fund.)

SHC T E WHOLE VMIORE INFORMATION call (650) 463-4920, (650) 326-8210, email MoonlightRun@paweekly.com or go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com.
CHOOELS  RotoWobhs 7 roops  ARRCIIEAD FLASHLIGHTS/HEAD LIGHTS RECOMMENDED
For safety reasons, no dogs allowed on course for the 5K and 10K runs. They are welcome on the 5K walk only.
No retractable leashes! Please bring your own clean-up bag. Jogging strollers welcome in the 5K walk or at the back of either run.
i ;WOZ(MM, 'J Give Mood for fife! @K FLEET FEET First aid service and chiropractic evaluations provided by K. Skinner, R.N., D.C. Sports and Spinal Injury Specialist
CO*FEECO Sramroan Ruoon Contis - - -

HousE s Register online at www.PaloAltoOnline.com
STmAALNm m m p .pc h ps, GOT OLD SHOES? Give them to Meb! \We'll be collecting gently worn athletic shoes to go to those in need in war-zones and post-conflict areas. Bring your
e e | o shoes to the Project Active booth on the baseball diamond and support your sport by giving back.

Go to www.GiveMebYourShoes.com for more information about the cause.

Are you a Foursquare user? Try to earn the elusive “swarm” badge (50 or more people checking in at the same time in the same location) for your profile by
checking in on Moonlight Run Race night -- or even better, the harder to obtain “Super Swarm” badge (250 or more people checking in at the same time in the
same location)! The Foursquare location is the Palo Alto Weekly Moonlight Run on race night. These are among the hardest badges to earn!
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P RO P E RTY S H OWCAS E by Hugh Cornish

TIMELESS WILLIAM WURSTER DESIGN ONE-OF-A-KIND HIDDEN VALLEY PROPERTY
265 Eleanor Drive, Woodside 160 Farm Road, Woodside
4-bedroom, 4-full and 2-half baths with separate apartment 4-bedroom, 4.5-bath home on approx. 4.6 acres
Offered at $2,975,000 www.265Eleanor.com Offered at $6,250,000 www.160Farm.com

WESTERN HILL VIEWS; SINGLE-LEVEL UNIT HISTORIC ATHERTON ESTATE
2 Mansion Court, Menlo Park 311 Stockbridge Avenue
3-bedroom, 3.5-bath condominium Three-story main house with 6 bedrooms
Offered at $1,299,000 www.2MansionCt.com Offered at $6,850,000 www.311Stockbridge.com

ROMANTIC REDWOOD ESTATE UNPARALLELED VIEWS

1990 Portola Road, Woodside 180 Golden Oak Drive, Portola Valley
5-bedroom, 4.5-bath home on approx. 4.5 acres 4-bedroom, 4.5-bath home on approx. 3.82 acres
Offered at $6,750,000 www.1990Portola.com Offered at $3,199,000 www.180GoldenOak.com

ORN I S #1 Agent, Menlo Park — EI Camino Office, 2009
Ranked #51 Nationally by The Wall Street Journal, 2010

DRE# 00912143

Providing a
650.566.5353 For a virtual tour and more information on this property, please visit: v Network of Reputable

hcornish@cbnorcal.com www.HUGHCORNISH.COM Home-Improvement

Professionals
COLDWELL BANKER
This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verfied this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy.

PREVIEWS

INTERNATIONAL

Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. If your home is currently listed for sale, this is not a solicitation of that listing. . PUT HUGH'S EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU!
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