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fight breast cancer
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Shop Local

Good for Business. Good for You.
Good for the Community.

the rich diversity of
Menlo Park businesses at

ShopMenloPark.com,

the new online guide to all When you shop locally, good things happen to make our community stronger:

local businesses featuring e Sales tax dollars, which fund schools and local e You reduce your carbon footprint by not driving
listings, customer opinions, services, stay in the community. outside the community to shop.

web links, photos, maps, ¢ You help to sustain the unique and diverse businesses e And when you shop at locally owned businesses,

coupons, special deals, gift that make our shopping areas vibrant. you also support our friends and neighbors who are
certificates, promotional . running these businesses, donating to community
* You show how much you value the expertise events and causes, hiring our kids and getting

of these businesses and the quality service they involved in making Menlo Park a better place.
much more. offer their customers.

event listings and

Introducing

Learn more about the value
of locally owned businesses
at ShopMenloPark.com

ShopMenloPark is also available
in a mobile version.

A community collaboration
brought to you by

;ﬁﬁk\ n.Almanac %

For more information
call 650.223.6509
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Photos by Veronica Weber/Embarcadero Media

John Arrillaga, center, and his wife, left, speak with Menlo Park City Manager Glen Rojas before the
beginning of the 2010 Golden Acorn Awards banquet on Sept. 23 at the Stanford Park Hotel in Menlo Park.

Arrillaga scores points in Menlo Park

By Chris Kenrick

Embarcadero Media

businessman and philan-

thropist John Arrillaga on
Sept. 23 thanked the Menlo
Park Chamber of Commerce
for honoring him with its
annual Golden Acorn Award.

“Menlo’s been a great spot
in my heart because I played
(basketball) at the Burgess gym
starting in 1960,” Mr. Arrillaga
told an assembled audience
at the Stanford Park Hotel. “
probably scored more points
in that gym than any player in
its history because I retired at
almost age 60.”

Mr. Arrillaga is the major
private donor to the city’s new
Arrillaga Family Gymnasium,
which will hold its grand open-
ing Oct. 16, as well as to the
planned Menlo Park Gymnas-
tics Center.

A basketball player at Stan-
ford University in the 1950s,
Mr. Arrillaga has been an
active player and coach in Bur-

In a rare public appearance,

He and his partner Richard
Peery are major landowners
and landlords in Silicon Val-
ley.

Mr. Arrillaga headlined the
awards list in the Chamber’s
38th annual awards banquet.

Other honorees were:

M JobTrain (formerly OICW),
a 45-year-old nonprofit that
last year assisted 6,900 people
through job-skills training and
placement.

B Music@Menlo, an eight-
year-old summer chamber
music festival at Menlo School,
which is preparing to launch its
first winter program.

M The Rotary Club of Menlo

?resents
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For more details, please see our website:

www. alliedartsguild.org \

/‘&

Or Call (650) 322-2405
DAY VN T AN (P

John Arrillaga: “Menlo’s
been a great spot in my heart
because | played (basketball)
at the Burgess gym starting in
1960."

gess Gym basketball programs
for 30 years.

He is a major donor to
Stanford University and was
listed by Forbes in March as

Park Foundation, which this
year awarded $114,000 in col-
lege scholarships to graduates
from Menlo-Atherton, Sacred
Heart, Menlo School, Eastside
Prep and the East Palo Alto
Academy.

B Tarlton Properties Inc.,
which converted what was
described as “swampland” east

of U.S. 101 into a successful
business park.

among the “World’s Billion-
aires 2010.”
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WHY WE SUPPORT VOTING Wi easure T

(JIMENLO
&

ATEWAY

Menlo Park
needs |obs.
Menlo Gateway
provides them.

“Our local economy needs
help. Too many people are
out of work. Fortunately,
Menlo Park voters now have
the opportunity to create jobs
that will go to local residents.
Approval of the Menlo Gate-
way complex east of Highway 101 will create some 1,800
short-term jobs during construction while providing more
than 2,500 permanent jobs, some with hiring preference for
Menlo Park residents. This is one project that really works
for Menlo Park, and is why the Menlo Park Chamber of
Commerce supports voting YES on Measure T.”

Chairman, Menlo Park Chamber of Commerce

For more info, visit the website
www.menlogateway.com

Paid for by the 2010 Citizens Coalition for Menlo Gateway,
Yes on T, major funding by the David D. Bohannon Organi-
zation, 100 Independence Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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FALL RUMMAGE SALE
WOODSIDE
VILLAGE CHURCH

Oct. 7, Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Outside only 8 a.m.

You are invited to the Mission Hospice Fall Gala

[ uck, Be & Lady Jonight

An elegant 1950s Casino Night Dinner Dance

Oct. 8, Friday 9 a.m. - noon
Outside only 8 a.m.
Everything V2 price

”Dollar-a-Bag” Sale 11 a.m. - noon
Church Grounds

Saturday, October 30 ¥ 6pm
Westin Hotel, Millbrae

. 3154 Woodside Road
Tickets $12y ¥ 6y0-yy4-1000 0 Sl. c ol
Woodside
Hosted by the Mission Hospice Auxiliary. 650.851.1587
Proceeds will support patients who cannot afford hospice care. RAIN OR SHINE

QU ARTET presents IQ ESONATE Tickets: www.ivesquartet.org = 650.224.7849 Getlocal
HAYDN news updates

Quartet in B-Flat Major, Op. 50, No. 1
RUDHYAR

Quartet No. 2, Crisis and Overcoming

SCHUMANN in your e-mail
Piano Quintet in E-Flat Major, Op. 44 inbox daily.
Sunday, September 26, 7PM Sign up today
Le Petit Trianon, San Jose at

Friday, October 1, 8PM

, TheAlmanacOnline.com
St. Marks Episcopal Church, Palo Alto

gQuest pianist Gwendolyn Mok performs Schumann

Sale Dates Sept 29 30, - 0ct1 _2 On Sale Grocery

ROBERTS MARKET |

SINCE 1389

One Dozen

CLOVER ORGANIC S 3&

OMEGA-3 BROWN EGGS

280z.—Shoestring

N ORE IDA GOLDEN TWIRL
Deli Department POTATOES $22

California : c Try one of our pl es or tarts! 100z.—Also Balsamic—Blue Cheese
BARTLETT PEARS We offer a selection of LA MARTINIQUE FRENCH $949
VINAIGRETTE -
c Gi 's Pi e, 4-Berry, Sweel 1501.
NewRep porators DG4 | e et S15% | Naisco ces Aoy $969
Baby Greens Cyrus O’Leary’s Chocolate Cream, $1 199 COOKIES o
B ABY SPIN ACH AND S 99 Banana Cream, or Lemon Meringue only 190z.
WILD ARUGULA 35, | oo sgs0 | MHSRNR  §959
Meat and Seafood Wine and Spirits
ARTICHOKE JALAPENO ¢ 598 SPiFit Specials
STUFFED BREAST — b | Bacardi Rum, Silver or Gold, 250 ml Reg. $11.99 Sale $9.99
Woodford Reserve, Bourbon Whiskey, 750 ml Reg $33.99  Sale $26.99
ll'\llAA|.|SBK|?|'N $2 0% . Ketel One Vodka 80°, 1.75 L . Reg. $3999  Sale $34.99
Sale prices are net and do not qualify for quantity discounts.
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distribution system.
By Sally Schilling

Embarcadero Media

$347 million water tun-
nel — the first to be built
nderneath the San Fran-

cisco Bay — broke ground early
Friday afternoon in Menlo Park
and was celebrated by more than
100 people.

Officials lauded the project
as a major improvement for the
South Bay’s water supply and a
significant job creator.

The Bay tunnel groundbreak-
ing event was held at the bayside
site at 5000 University Ave. in
Menlo Park, near the approach
to the Dumbarton Bridge, where
the project will begin with the
digging of a shaft 141-feet deep
and 58 feet in diameter.

Dozens of hard-hat-wearing
project managers, agency leaders
and city officials attended the
groundbreaking to express their
support.

Breaking ground for
huge tunnel under Bay

B The $347 million water tunnel project is part
of a massive rebuild of the Hetch Hetchy water

The Bay tunnel is partofa $4.6
billion rebuilding of the Hetch
Hetchy water distribution system
for the Peninsula, South Bay and
San Francisco, designed to make
water delivery more secure in the
event of a major disaster, such
as an earthquake. The system is
run by the San Francisco Public
Utilities Commission.

The tunnel will have 3-foot-
thick watertight walls and a
12-foot-thick concrete floor
slab.

“It means life and death on
the Peninsula,” Menlo Park City
Council Member Kelly Fergus-
son said of the water project.

The 5-mile-long, 15-foot
diameter tunnel will secure
water delivery to the Peninsula
by replacing the current water
pipelines that cross the Bay. The
old pipelines were built as early
as the 1920s and 1930s and have
been identified as seismically
vulnerable by the Public Utilities

Commission.

Art Jensen, CEO and general
manager of Bay Area Water Sup-
ply and Conservation Agency,
said the project is “replacing an
aging but vital lifeline.”

Ed Harrington, general man-
ager of the SFPUC, said, “We are

very proud that this project is
creating jobs.”

Other speakers at the event
were Julie Labonte, director of
the commission’s Hetch Het-
chy Water System Improvement
Program; Bill Nack, business
manager of San Mateo Build-

Photo by Veromca Weber/Embarcadero Media
During a ceremony in Menlo Park on Friday launching the construction of a 5-mile long, 15-foot diameter

tunnel that will cross under San Francisco Bay, crane operator Steve Cutter pulls up the “clam bucket” while
starting the dig of the guide walls for the 141-foot-deep tunnel shaft.

ing Trades and Construction
Council; and Sharon Williams,
executive director of JobTrain in
Menlo Park.

Mr. Nack said the event was a
celebration of the employment of

See HETCH HETCHY, page 8

Mayor: Manager’s departure
is opportunity for ‘fresh start’

M City Manager Jerry
Gruber to take post in
Cambria.

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

e resignation
of Atherton City
Manager Jerry

Gruber, effective Oct. 22,
was not a result of City
Council pressure, but will
allow the town to bring
in someone with fresh eyes to focus
on the town’s troubles, Mayor Kathy
McKeithen said last week.

“I'm sad to see Jerry go,” Ms.
McKeithen told The Almanac after
Mr. Gruber announced on Sept. 23
that he would be taking a job with
the Cambria Community Services
District. “But at the same time, it
may bea good opportunity to bring
someone in for a short period to
evaluate” how the town is being run
and what improvements might be
made, she said.

Mr. Gruber, who came on

Jerry Gruber

board as city manager in early
2008, could not be reached for
comment to say what his new
position will be.

A written announce-
ment from Town Hall said
Mr. Gruber has owned
a home in the Cambria
area, just south of San
Simeon, since 2005.

In the two days after
the announcement was
made, Mayor McKei-
then received offers
from two well-known figures in
town to serve as interim manag-
er: former finance director John
Johns and resident Jon Buckheit.
Both men have sued the town
— Mr. Johns, successfully, for
wrongful termination.

Mr. Buckheit’s lawsuit in federal
court is still pending; the suit was
filed in the wake of his arrest after
he called the police to report a
domestic violence incident in his
home. Charges were never filed,

See GRUBER, page 8

Daytime burglars ransack Willows

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

escribing the crime spree
D as “unprecedented,” Men-

lo Park police met with
Willows residents on Wednesday,
Sept. 22, to discuss a recent string
of break-ins.

Ten burglaries and two attempts
have occurred in September —
nine in the past two weeks —
during the hours of 8 a.m. to 6:30
p.m., when most homes sit empty
while residents work.

The burglars crossed yards,
leaped fences, crept in through
doors unlocked and locked, and
even squeezed through a doggy
door to snatch electronics, jew-
elry, and money.

At the request of Council-
woman Kelly Fergusson, about
60 residents sat down at Cafe
Zoe on Wednesday night to talk
about the break-ins with Police
Chief Bryan Roberts and Sgt.
Jaime Romero.

Who’s there?
The thieves might knock on

doors first to scout a home,
claiming to look for a lost pet or
a friend, Sgt. Jaime Romero said.
He asked residents to call the
police if that happens.

He also promised response
times would improve, after one
woman said a dispatcher told her
no one could respond to her call
about a possible break-in for five
to 10 minutes.

Calling 911 from a land-
line might help, Sgt. Romero
explained, because cellphone
calls near U.S. 101 may be routed
through the California High-
way Patrol dispatch first before
reaching the Menlo Park police
department.

Police spokesperson Nicole
Acker told The Almanac the aver-
age response time for in-progress
crimes is a couple of minutes, if
that, but it could be longer if other
high-priority situations are going
on at the same time.

Details about the suspects
remains elusive. Police believe the
burglars might be teenagers and
young adults skipping school, so
they’re checking truancy reports.

They don’t know yet if the crimes
are linked. But based on stolen
check activity, investigators think
some of the thieves hail from
Redwood City and East Palo Alto,
and are coordinating with other
jurisdictions.

On Sept. 16, residents reported
seeing a suspicious green sedan
and a blue van with a gray stripe
in the neighborhood, and police
encouraged everyone to keep
calling whenever something looks
out of place.

Police have stepped up both
regular and undercover patrols
throughout the neighborhood.

Safety tips

Police urge people to work
together to make the neighbor-
hood safer. Individuals should
also stash valuables out of sight,
while making the exterior of the
house less welcoming to thieves
by keeping a clear line of view to
the street and removing any-
thing like bricks that could be
used to smash a window. Lock-
ing doors, of course, is also a
good place to start. B
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Quality care with a |
personal connection W,

At Menlo Medical Clinic, we get to know you.

As Menlo Park’s neighborhood clinic for more than 50 years,

Menlo Medical Clinic is dedicated to providing you with exceptional
care that’s tailored to your individual needs. We’ve grown with the city,
expanding over the years to 50 physicians covering 20 disciplines,
and caring for new generations in our community.

We now offer integrated care at two convenient locations, including
our newest clinic on Middlefield Road. And we’re still supported by
our long-time affiliation with nearby Stanford Hospital & Clinics. Their
academic strength and research facilities help Menlo Medical Clinic
physicians and laboratories provide you with today’s most

advanced care.

'\ 1 ’ e

Y ) | |

} o L} &
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WE ARE CURRENTLY ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS.
To make an appointment, call 650.498.6500

MENLO
MEDICAL CLINIC
Our clinics are located at: Affiliated with
Stanford Hospital & Clinics
1300 Crane St. 321 Middlefield Rd.
Menlo Park, CA 94025 Menlo Park, CA 94025 menloclinic.com
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Lots of holes need filling, mayor says

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

rawing a larger crowd
Dthan attends most City

Council meetings, Men-
lo Park Mayor Rich Cline deliv-
ered his state of the city address
to about 70 people on Thursday,
Sept. 23, at the Stanford Park
Hotel. The speech was given as
part of the 38th annual Golden
Acorn Awards, which may have
explained the crowd.

“Hello, I'm Rich Cline, and I
have potholes on my street,” the
mayor said, who is running for
re-election after serving on the
council since 2006. “My street
expected more of me for these
four years.”

The theme of holes that need
filling wove throughout the
speech. Some of those holes
could be labeled “city financ-
es,” “downtown planning,” and
“emergency preparedness.”

He also introduced several
ideas for filling those holes,
among them a team of busi-
ness owners working with city
staff to streamline the permit-
ting process, and an energetic
recruitment drive to bring more
businesses to Menlo Park. “It’s
a big, big strategic plan,” the
mayor said.

Mr. Cline reminded the audi-
ence of the downtown specific
plan, which should be coming
before the council later this
year, a plan which he hopes
will stop “planning by politics,”
where litigation can shut down
prospective business, and allow
more consistent development.

Later referencing the Sept. 9

Simitian to hold
town hall meetings

State Sen. Joe Simitian will
discuss state government issues
that affect our local communi-
ties in several town hall meetings
in the next two weeks. Commu-
nity members are encouraged
to bring their questions and
concerns.

Meetings are scheduled for:

B Thursday, Sept. 30, from 6
to 7:30 p.m. at the Los Altos City
Council Chambers, 1 N. San
Antonio Road, Los Altos.

M Saturday, Oct. 2, from 10:30
a.m. to noon at the Palo Alto
City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave. in
Palo Alto.

B Wednesday, Oct. 6, from 6
to 7:30 p.m. at the Redwood City
Council Chambers, 1017 Middle-
field Road in Redwood City.

HE TOWN SQUARE

Post your views and
comments on TownSquare:
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

§
)
.
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San Bruno gas pipe explosion,
he said: “It’s not if, it’s when, we
have a disaster in Menlo Park. I
don’t feel the community is as
ready as it should be.”

Mr. Cline asked city staff to
prepare an updated emergency
plan in coordination with other
local agencies and neighbor-
hood volunteers, and release it
to the public by the end of 2011.

Belle Haven also needs great-
er attention, according to the
mayor, who said he was frus-
trated with the neighborhood’s
distance from city services. He
suggested getting a police sub-
station up and running there,
and asked why Belle Haven
Elementary School is not part

HELLER IMMIGRATION LAw GROUP
Employment-based, Family/Marriage ¢& Investor Visas

A Full-Service Immigration Law Firm
Serving the SF Bay Area & Silicon Valley for 25+ years
PERM Labor Certification - EB1/NIW Self-Petitions
Green Cards, H1B and Work Permits
Engineers, IT/Computer fields, Scientists/Researchers
HR/Corporate, Business & Individual Clients

Free Attorney Consult!
650.424.1900 = greencard1.com = heller@greencard1.com

i

Photo by Veronica Weber/Embarcadero Media
“It’s not if, it's when we have a disaster in Menlo Park,” says Mayor
Rich Cline. “I don't feel the community is as ready as it should be.”

of the larger Menlo Park City
School District.

He described the city as being
in transition as it tries to stop
expenses from outstripping rev-
enue, and spoke up in support of
the Bohannon Gateway project
as a potential source of $1.5 mil-
lion in hotel revenue per year.
New revenue won’t be enough
to balance the budget, however,
and the mayor said difficult cuts
are coming.

The speech ended where it
began. “I've been talking long
enough here for those potholes
to be filled, but they’ll still be
there when T get home,” Mr.
Cline said, and then yielded the
floor to the awards banquet. B

Cardoza-Bungey Travel
We Make Vacations Better!

Tahiti & South Pacific Cruises this Fall

; CRUISES

2/ ;

TO THE SOUL OF THE SOUTH SEAS

45% off & free air on select sarlings

650-325-5600

csteioorses-10 - VWWW\V, cardoza.com

REAL ESTATE Q&A

by Monica Corman

Renting Versus Selling

i 3

During this time you will have to pay
to live somewhere else unless you own
another property to move to. There
will be wear and tear on your home
which may require you to redo things
such as refinishing floors, painting and
replacing carpets, etc. before you try
and sell it again. In spite of these nega-
tives, renting may still be an excellent
choice for you.

Dear Monica: [ have had my
house on the market for many weeks
priced below what I paid for it in
2000 but no one has made an offer. I
am considering renting the property
instead. Do you think this is a good
idea? Richard D.

Dear Richard:

You are not the only seller who has
decided to rent their property because
it is not selling in this market. The
rental market in this area has recovered
quite a bit from the lows of 2009 and
rents have increased. If you don't need
to sell your house now, you can rent
it for a year or two and the housing
market may be stronger by then and
you can try and sell it then.

This is a financial decision and
you need to consult your accoun-
tant to be sure that it is a good
option. There are tax consequenc-
es if you convert the property to a
rental and you should understand
how these rules may affect you in
the future.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com
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Vote Nov. 2

www.jerrycarlson2010.com

—+ Honest

—+ Experienced

—+ A Voice of Reason

—+ Fiscally Responsible

—+ Respected throughout County
—+ Leader in the fight against HSR

Financial Stabilty—Jerry will work tirelessly _
to balance the budget and match revenue to cost &

High Speed Rail—Jerry will speak up

@

(=

for Atherton residents to preserve property
values & livability

Public Safety —Jerry loves Atherton & is

committed to maintaining its’ beautiful
& safe rural envrironment

=

Joyce Lively

Phil Lively

John Maulbetsch
Rosemary Maulbetsch
Mike McPherson
Ann McPherson
Sharon Meers
Clarice Merrill
Frank Merrill
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Richard Nippes

Mindy Pere
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Susanne Shirazi  John Thibault Jeff Wise
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Walter Sleeth Sharyn Vucinich  David Wright

Ned Spieker Betty Weinstock Tony Wynn
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HETCH HETCHY

continued from page 5

hundreds of men and women who
are out of work. The project will
require 575,000 building hours.

“When a community is given a
chance to let local residents benefit,
it’s wonderful,” Ms. Williams said.

Bob Mues, the project’s construc-
tion manager, said the SFPUC is
trying to organize a local job-train-
ing program for union members,
so they can work on the project. He
said there will be some surface jobs
for job trainees but that most of the
underground work requires skilled
workers.

After the remarks, attendees were
bused 300 yards to the ground-
breaking site, where three muddy
workers were waiting with an
80-foot tall digging crane.

They lowered a large “clam buck-
et” on the end of the crane into a
water-filled crevice. It took minutes
to reach the bottom and be brought
back to the surface. But then the

clam bucket surfaced, spewed mud-
dy water and dumped its contents.

“One bucket at a time,” East
Palo Alto City Councilman Rubin
Abrica said, laughing.

A 300-foot-long tunnel boring
machine, to be manned by 12 to 15
workers, is being custom-made in
Japan for this project. The $15 mil-
lion machine will arrive on the site
in summer of 2011.

Mr. Mues said while there will be
a shaft on the other end of the tun-
nel in Newark, the shaft in Menlo
Park will be the entrance for the
boring machine, workers and all
supplies.

When the tunnel is near comple-
tion, workers will still be entering
through the shaft in Menlo Park.
Workers will then have to make a
4-mile underground commute to
the other side of the tunnel on small
trains called “locis.”

The project is expected to be
completed in 2015.

Go to sfwater.org/baytunnel for
more information on the project. &¥

SHE EARNED HER B.A.
IN STUDIO ART FROM
U.C. DAVIS, AN M.F.A.
IN PAINTING FROM SAN
FRANCISCO ART INSTI-
TUTE, AND
HER TEACHING
CREDENTIAL IN ART
FROM SACRAMENTO

| STATE UNIVERSITY.

She loves unlocking a

student’s hidden creativity

and potential through art and

believes that art helps stu-

dents discover beauty within
. and without.

When she’s not teaching, drawing or painting, she can often be found
at playing ice hockey at a local ice-rink.

Her paintings have won acclaim in group, solo and juried exhibitions
including the Pacific Art League, Herbst Pavilion, and in numerous
local and domestic galleries. She considers her art and art in general
“artifacts of a continuing story of creating, living, and connecting.”
To see her work, visit www.teridillonscott.com.

She hopes her students take with them a love for art, creativity

and learning.

Her favorite quote is: “Be the change you want to see in the world”

by Gandhi.

TERI DILLON SCOTT

ONE OF THE MANY REASONS TO SEND YOUR CHILD TO:
Woodside Priory School

PRI®RY

Admissions Office
302 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028

650/851-8223 m www.PrioryCa.org

OPEN HOUSE for Prospective Students and Families

Saturday, Nov. 13th, 2010 at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 17th, 2010 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 4th, 2010 at 10 a.m.
For information and to R.S.V.P. contact Admissions at 650. 851. 8223
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Closing doors

Home & Garden and ... Kids too! at 714 Santa Cruz Ave. in downtown Menlo Park is closing shop after
16 years of selling kids clothing, toys, and home and garden merchandise. The store plans to close
Thursday, Sept. 30, and is holding a storewide sale, cutting prices by 30 percent to 50 percent,
according to store owner Lynn Porter.

Photo by Michelle Le/The Aimanac

Atherton sets special meeting on staffing

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

ome key staff positions,
Samong them the city man-

ager’s job, will be the sub-
ject of a special meeting of the
Atherton City Council at 10 a.m.
Thursday, Sept. 30.

The meeting had been
scheduled before the Sept. 23
announcement that City Man-
ager Jerry Gruber was leaving
his post on Oct. 22, but a discus-
sion on how to find his replace-
ment was quickly added to the

agenda.

Mayor Kathy McKeithen said
the council will discuss options
for a replacement process that
could include a short-term man-
ager chosen for his or her abil-
ity to evaluate the current Town
Hall staffing and policies and
make recommendations to the
council on possible improve-
ments.

The council will also discuss
going out to bid for contract
services to fill the positions of
town attorney, building official,

and code-enforcement officer,
according to Mayor McKeithen.
The attorney and code-en-
forcement positions are already
contracted out, while the town
has traditionally filled the
building official position in-
house. But as town officials have
looked for ways to cut employee
costs, they have also considered
outsourcing services, whenever
possible, to save on the cost of

See MEETING, page 13

GRUBER

continued from page 5

and he won a judgment of factual
innocence in court during a hear-
ing at which an Atherton police
officer involved in the arrest testi-
fied that the police report had been
altered without his permission.

Mr. Buckheit said he offered his
services for one year only, for a sal-
ary of $1. But, he acknowledged, the
council was likely to cite his lawsuit
against the town in not considering
him.

Mr. Johns said he offered to work
for $1 a month “for a reasonable
amount of time pending the selec-
tion of a new city manager.”

Headaches

Mr. Gruber will be leaving behind
several headaches for whoever takes
his place.

B The town has been making
deep cuts to its expenses to get them
in line with income.

B The town is dealing with one

lawsuit after another, recently set-
tling two, with former employees,
for hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars.

B Employee morale is extremely
low, according to a number of
people close to Town Hall.

B Internecine feuding nettles the
City Council.

B The building official recently
retired after coming under intense
criticism by some residents, includ-
ing a couple likely to sue the town
for “gross negligence” on the part
of the building department.

B The city attorney is under fire
for what the mayor says are issues
with the attorney’s transparency
and attitude.

What'’s next?

The City Council will discuss
how to proceed with filling Mr.
Gruber’s office at a special meeting
at 10 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 30, in
the Town Council Chambers at 94
Ashfield Road.

Mayor McKeithen said the coun-
cil will also address the question of
naming an interim manager. As
for Mr. Johns” and Mr. Buckheit’s
proposals, she wasn’t enthused.

“People have even said that I
should be city manager,” she said,
“and I say absolutely not.”

The town, she said, needs a man-
ager “who has no baggage. ... All of
us have too much baggage. And the
propensity is always to bring even a
little piece of that baggage forward.

“We need a fresh start,” she said.
Someone with no history with the
town “will make all the difference
in the world to the people of Ather-
ton, and to the staff.”

Regarding Mr. Gruber, the mayor
said: “When we hired Jerry, I was
delighted ... and he’s been a delight-
ful person. He helped us through a
tough period, and it was tough on
him, too. I wish him well.” &

Dave Boyce contributed
fo this report.
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Menlo Park joins high-speed rail lawsuit

Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

ike an endless loop, Menlo
LPark City Council voted

4-0 on Tuesday, Sept. 21, to
join neighboring cities in a law-
suit against the state high-speed
rail authority.

Councilman Andy Cohen
recused himself due to a conflict
of interest — his home may be
impacted by the project’s con-
struction.

Palo Alto and Atherton decid-
ed last week to file the suit,
which challenges the project’s
environmental impact report
(EIR) certification.

An earlier lawsuit filed two
years ago also attacked the
project’s environmental impact
report. A judge ruled in August
2009 that the rail authority did
need to revise the portions eval-
uating land use, right-of-way
impacts, and vibration effects.

The California High-Speed
Rail Authority revised the
report to address those areas
and released a new version Aug.
20, which is now facing another
legal battle.

Attorney Stuart Flashman,
who represents the cities, said
this lawsuit examines different
aspects of the project from the
previous one, such as widening
its right-of-way and eliminat-
ing tunnels as an option for the
Peninsula segment.

“Most important of these is
the discovery that the published
ridership model was not the
model used in the prior EIR, and
the flaws subsequently found in
that ridership model that make
its validity very questionable,”
Mr. Flashman said. “All of this
should have changed the impact
analysis, but the authority chose
to ignore the information.”

He will file the suit in Sacra-
mento Superior Court by Oct.
4, he said.

Mayor Rich Cline and Coun-
cilman John Boyle agreed the
ridership model’s flaws demand
correction.

“It’s critical that we have a
realistic estimate of ridership
levels,” Mr. Boyle said in a press
release. “If the Program Level
EIR says the system MUST sup-
port an unrealistically high
number of riders on the Pen-

Rail authority chalks up legal win

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

ven as news spread of a
Efresh lawsuit against high-

speed rail, the beleaguered
rail authority announced the
dismissal of a different suit.

Filed in April by Menlo Park
residents Morris Brown and
attorney Mike Brady, the lawsuit
asked the court to rule on how
the California High-Speed Rail
Authority can legally use $9.95
billion in bond funds.

The suit alleged that construc-
tion could not legally begin until
the rail authority had enough
money to finish what it started.
According to court filings, the
plaintiffs stated that since the
project is “severely under-fund-
ed,” starting construction would
only waste the money.

The rail authority asked the
court to dismiss the lawsuit in
June, according to spokeswoman
Rachel Wall, believing that it did
not actually allege illegal conduct.

Sacramento Superior Court
Judge Kevin Culhane sided
with the rail authority on Sept.
21, calling the plaintiffs’ claim
“speculative” in his ruling.

“Although plaintiffs contend
waste is imminent, the man-
ner in which they have framed
the requested relief reveals that
plaintiffs are seeking an adviso-
ry opinion rather than an order
that imminent waste be halted,”
the ruling stated.

Ms. Wall said that lawsuits

over a massive infrastructure
project like high-speed rail don’t
come as a surprise.

“We remain committed to
working with the people in the
communities statewide to help
design the best project possible
for the state,” she said.

This was the second pro bono
lawsuit Mr. Brady had filed
against the rail agency, and the
second dismissal.

The first suit, filed last year on
behalf of Menlo Park City
Council candidate Russ Peter-
son, asked the court to forbid
the agency from starting work
on the Peninsula segment with-
out the consent of Union Pacific,
which has ownership rights over
the Caltrain corridor. That suit
was dismissed in June. B

insula, then we’ll be precluded
from considering Design Alter-
natives (i.e. grade separation
options) that might be far less
impactful on our community
than what is really necessary.”

Not everyone believes another
lawsuit is the right way to go.
Former Menlo Park mayor Steve
Schmidt suggested forming a high-
speed rail commission, describing
the city’s latest legal action as “little
more than harassment of the high-
speed rail authority.”

At the council meeting, Mr.
Schmidt thanked the project’s
critics for highlighting problems
that the planning process needs
to address, but also discussed
the benefits of high-speed rail.

Those Dbenefits include
reduced pollution and traffic,
and increased pedestrian safety,
he said.

“How it travels through our
city needs to be dealt with now.
I encourage the council to use a
rational and realistic approach,”
he said.

“Being litigants and part of a
negative chorus is not good
enough. We need also to be
positive, creative and eventually
prepared for a likely outcome
that can benefit the region and
Menlo Park.” &

s - A
Leather Furniture
Repair
Upholstery Cleaning

Expert color matching
and re-dyeing
We can repair leather,
vinyl, fabrics & plastic
Even pet damage and burns!

FREE ESTIMATES « MOBILE SERVICE

SILICO'N VALLEY
408.773.1395

www.fibrenew.com/silicon_valley

BEST FRESH FISH « BEST SEAFOOD

Cook’s Sealood
Restaurant & Market

A GREAT PLACE T0) EAT LUNCH QR DINNER

Slmaw IRIN

SEAFOOD

Restaurani & Freab Fish Maorket

Seafood Dinners from $59 to $995
Try our new Grilled Seafood Specials
Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips
Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.
Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.

Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri *til 9 pm; Market: Mon - Sat 9-7 pm
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS Market: 10-5 pm; Restaurant:11-7 pm

751 El Caming Real Call in Orders Welcome
Menlo Pork, CA 4025 Phona 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

NEED A NEW PRESCRIPTION?

If you wear prescription lenses, rely on your
vision, not the calendar, to dictate when you
need a new prescription. Eyeglass prescriptions
for such refractive errors as nearsightedness,
farsightedness, and astigmatism may require
revisions in less than a year’s time. If you wear
reading glasses, your ability to read print may
also decline quickly at certain stages. During
teen years, nearsightedness may increase more
than at other times in a nearsighted person’s
life. Similarly, people with cataracts, as well as

those who have vision problems after surgery,
may find that they require updated prescrip-
tions. In all cases such as these, there is no
specific timetable for visits to the eye profes-
sional. Your eyes will tell you.

Choosing eyeglasses that complement your
facial features and skin tone can enhance your
appearance. At MENLO OPTICAL, we under-
stand that eyeglasses are an individualized
product. When you visit us at 1166 University
Drive, on the corner of Oak Grove Avenue and
University Drive, you will find eye-catching
designer frames in rich colors and elegant
detailing on the temples. If you do not have an
ophthalmologist at this time, we know of and
work with several fine eye physicians in this
area and would be happy to recommend one
for you. Please call us at 322-3900.

PSS. The need for new prescriptions for cor-
rective lenses may also accelerate at the onset
of diabetes.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California.
He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166
University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.

APPLEWOOD
COUPON

LT I I I I 1 4

LWy

APPLEWOOD
COUPON

These Coupon I

LT I I I I 1 4

Gluten-Free 0O Offers are

I Pizza Now ) available Daily
Available! RESTAURANT between

I 2-6pm I

Oy

New Hours: Open Mon-Sat 11am — 10pm ® Sun 11am —9pm

1001 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (650) 324-3486
www.applewoodpizza.com

A TASTE oF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana

2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View
(650) 938-2020

Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

Connoisseur Coffee (o.

2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City
(650) 369-5250 9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat.

Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula" call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

September 29, 2010 m The Almanac m 9



#9  Workshop Series by Harrell Remodeling

The Hazards of Deferred
Home Maintenance

Will this be your home in 10 years?

This educational workshop will give you the facts about what risks
your home faces if you continue to ignore its routine maintenance
needs! Your home may be your single most expensive investment,
and we will provide you with the “tools” you need to make the right
choices for your home’s longevity and durability.

n What does your home need today, tomorrow and this year?

n Winter is around the corner... is your home weatherized
and ready?

n When to caulk, paint and seal your home's surfaces and why!

N Peeling paint is not just ugly, it can quickly “lighten” your wallet.

n Don't gamble with the roof above your head! Will last year's tree
leaves and debris cost you this year?

N Learn what the experts know about the newest products and
ideas that will help you create the lower maintenance home
you've always wanted!

N 5 steps to keep your roof protected and in tip top shape, this

year and for the next 10+ years.

We never forget it’s your home.®

Thursday, October 14

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Registration and light dinner at 6:15pm

Harrell Remodeling Design Center, Mountain View

N EWS

Memorial for Bill Lane on Friday

A memorial service for Bill
Lane begins promptly at noon
Friday, Oct. 1, at Stanford
Memorial Church on the uni-

S
D.]. MCCANN

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
License #907806

¢ ProJecT MIANAGEMENT
¢ Custom HEw HomEes
¢ Room AbppITIONS
© SECOND STORIES
® MasTer Suites KiTCHENS
¢ BATHROOMS

?

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS.

(650) 482-9090

Menlo Park, CA
WWW.DJMCCANNCONSTRUCTION.COM

versity campus. All balconies
will be open.

Parking is available at Galvez
Field on Galvez Street; a shuttle
service to the memorial begins
at 10:30 a.m.

Mr. Lane was a member
of Portola Valley’s first Town
Council, the town’s first mayor
and, with his wife Jean Lane, a
major benefactor to the town.
He was a former ambassa-
dor to Australia and Nauru,
a philanthropist, a horseman,
and a renowned advocate for
and supporter of environmental
causes.

The family asks that in lieu
of flowers, gifts in Mr. Lane’s
name can be made to the Pen-
insula Open Space Trust, the
California Parks Foundation,
the Yosemite Conservancy, or
the Portola Valley Open Space
Acquisition Fund.

Saturday, October 16
9:30 am - 12:00 noon

Registration and light breakfast at 9:15 am
Harrell Remodeling Design Center, Mountain View

For more information on this class call or go online today

Harrell Remodeling Design Center
1954 Old Middlefield Way
Mountain View, CA 94043
(650) 230-2900
harrell-remodeling.com

Harrell Hemndeiinu

Design + Build

License: B479799
Our Design Center is 85% solar powered

The 2011

IS coming

We are pleased to once
again offer our annual

publication covering the
local needs and interests
of the 50-plus market.

For infomation

on advertising in
the 2011 Living Well
please contact

Connie Jo Cotton

Sales Manager
ccotton@paweekly.com
(650) 326-8210 x5671

or your sales representative
or call 650.326-8210.

Deadline to advertise
is October 6th.

My =_ " n
A
Living Well
VING -
ATHERTGN, paic COMMUNITIES o
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0
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TheAlmanaC

450 Cambridge Avenue, Palo Alto | 650.326.8210 | TheAlmanacOnline.com
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Roller & Hapgood & Tinney

The Peninsula’s Premier
Funeral Service
and Cremation Provider

Serving all faiths since 1899
Offering Pre-need Arrangements

980 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, California 94301
(650) 328-1360

www.rollerhapgoodtinney.com
Se Habla Espafiol

Funeral Home FD132

-

CASTILLEJA
SCHOOL

&

2010 OPEN
HOUSE DATES

RSVP required

casti is ...

Innovative, college
preparatory program

Middle School (grades 6-8)

Oct 17 and Nov 13
Average class
Upper School (grades 9-12) size: 15

Oct 28 and Dec 4

Flexible tuition All girls, grades 6-12

click:
} illeja. .
WwWw Ciztlll_eja o Outstanding New ACE Center
650.470.7733 faculty for Action
email:

admission@castilleja.org

Educating Girls for the 21t Century
AWARENESS « COMPASSION « ENGAGEMENT
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Trails committee: Not
just for equestrians

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

e Portola Valley Trails
Committee has a new char-
ter, one intended to realize

the Town Council’s vision of a
group that represents the interests
of equestrians, but also of other
trail users who the council says
have lacked representation.

These include hikers, fami-
lies with children, dog walkers,
wildflower and bird enthusiasts,
cyclistsand fans of geo-caching—
a planet-spanning game of cach-
ing containers of small objects in
secluded places so that others can
enjoy searching for them and leav-
ing their signatures there.

By a 5-0 vote, the council on
Sept. 22 approved a revised pro-
cess for appointing committee
members and a revised charter.
The new charter has the commit-
tee reviewing its annual budget
rather than preparing it, setting
up programs for trail safety and
maintenance, and encouraging
the safe enjoyment of the trails by
diverse users.

The discussion included a cri-
tique by equestrians, but one less
strident than the complaints aired
at the council’s Sept. 8 meeting.
Portola Valley resident Carlin
Hansen, for example, suggested
that the council lacks diversity in
that it has no equestrians on it.

(Ann Wengert is an equestrian,
but not currently riding. Wood-
side’s Town Council includes

three equestrians, Town Manager
Susan George said. That council
is invited on occasional rides
organized by the town’s Trails
Committee.)

Re-interviews

The matter of diversifying
voices on the committee will not
be left to members exclusively.

The committee will be asked
to interview candidates and
come to a consensus on a pro-
posed roster, but the new candi-
dates and current members will
be interviewed privately by the
current mayor, incoming mayor
and town manager.

If the Trails Committee can-
not reach a consensus, they will
be asked to submit notes out-
lining the different viewpoints
expressed.

As with all volunteer com-
mittees, the mayor appoints
members with the consensual
approval of the council.

“We recognize that it’s not
necessarily an easy task,” Mr.
Toben said. “We intend to be
very thorough and transpar-
ent about putting a new team
together.”

“Our overall goal,” Mr. Toben
said in a recent memo, “is to find
the right mix of individuals who
will work constructively together
to maximize the benefits of the
town’s trails to all users ... always
taking into account the cherished
qualities that distinguish Portola
Valley’s trails system.” B

Cantate Dolce

Children’s Chorale
Auditions Now Open

Cantate Chorale is a
high-quality choral
music program. The
choir is open to boys
and girls in grades
2-6. This is a
non-sectarian choir,
open to children by
audition.

Auditions & rehearsals
will be held at
Bethany Lutheran Church
1095 Cloud Avenue, Menlo Park

To schedule an audition, contact
Maureen Fromme, Music Director

650-854-5897

maureen@bethany-mp.org

(N

Www.bethany-mp.org/kidschoirJ

650 326 0304

—

www.AthertonAllergists.com

Manjul S. Dixit, MD, FAAAAI has moved her practice from Menlo Medical
Clinic to Atherton Square.
Convenient hours 12 pm-8pm and ample parking.

Services Include:  Allergic Rhinitis ® Asthma * Food Allergy ® Cough ¢ Congestion
¢ Latex ®* Headaches ® and much more...
Please visit our website @ www.AthertonAllergists.com

3301 El Camino Real, Suite 101 ¢ Atherton, CA 94027
(650) 556-9577 * (650) 556-0655 fax

I’'m 70 now and I've been a Funeral
Director for 50 years and as you
can imagine, Ihave had many
interesting experiences trying to
fulfill the wishes of the families.

In 1999 I thought I had retired
from John O’Connor’s Menlo

Park Funerals and decided to set
sail for parts unknown on board
WINDSONG, a 60’ sailboat. About
six months later, off the coast of
Nicaragua, I received an e-mail via
the single side band high seas radio
to call my old office. A few days
later in a small dusty coastal village
I called Menlo Park Funerals and
was asked to contact Bob P. an old
friend from the Menlo Town Club.

Bob was in his 80s and I hadn’t seen

him in a year or so because he was

in ill health. “Bob, how you doing?”

I ask. “Not well, John. I called
because I don’t have long to go and
I would like you to scatter my ashes
under the Golden Gate when you
have a chance”
I retired and I'm sailing Windsong

down the coast of Central America

now and then over to Europe.” “Oh”
he said and was silent for a moment.

“Do you think you will be sailing
off the coast of France some time? “
“Maybe, why Bob? “ “John, I don’t

Bob, 'm sorry but

D. Day + 64 years

think I ever told you but in 1944 1
was aboard my Navy ship and took
part in the Normandy invasion on
D day. So if you would, take my
urn with you and scatter my ashes
with my buddies off Omaha Beach
in the sea, not off the shore. Navy,
you know.” I thought about it and
said. “ Bob, I may not be there
for years!” In a second his old wit
shown through. “John, I plan on
being dead a long time, it will not

mater how long it takes.” “ OK, Bob

you have my word on it.”

Months later I made my yearly visit

to Menlo Park to see my grand

daughters at Christmas. Of course

I stopped by Menlo Park Funerals
and picked up a years worth of
messages from old friends. One

was from Bob’s family. I called and

talked to his wife Betty. Bob had

passed away and she had his urn for

me. She was living in an accessed
living home in Redwood City. We

met and she gave me the urn. Then
she patted my hand and said “You

Sponsored by John O’Connor’s Menlo Park Funerals

two be safe out there” It was the
beginning of an eight year odyssey.
3,000 nights at sea.

Last spring Windsong was in

the marina in Barcelona after an
exploration of the Western Med.
from Istanbul to Egypt. After five
years in the Med I was ready to head
to England and then back to the
Caribbean VIA Cape Verdi.

I noticed a man walking along the
dock , passing my boat a few times.
He called up to me. “ May I speak
to you, Captain?” “Hi, what can

I do for you? “Iwant to buy your
boat” he said. “It’s not for sale” I
said . We talked for a while and off
he went.

The next day he was back. “May

I speak to you, Captain” he said.
“Would you sell her for $$$$2”
After a moments hesitation, “Let
me show you your new boat!” I
said. And that’s how my twenty
five year love affair with Windsong
came to an end. That night I sat
alone at the Helm in my Captains
chair with a tall Scotch and thought
of the thousands of Menlo Park
area friends that sailed aboard
Windsong. A sad and bitter sweet

night.

The next morning I passed on

the keys and felt a new sense of
purpose. It’s just you and me now
Bob. Having a flight from Paris

to SFO in seven days, it gave me

a free week ahead . I took nothing
from Windsong but some clothes,
Bob’s urn and his American Flag
that had covered his casket. It all
fit into my back pack. 40 years ago,
I backpacked through Europe for
two years and now I felt 28 years
old again. No reservations just a
destination. I caught a stand-by on
Ryan Air to Orley and then found
my way through the subway to the
north of Paris train station for the
express to Caen. Then by bus to
Bayeur by evening. Walking along
the beautiful old city which was
completely untouched by the war
although only 14 miles from the
invasion of Europe by the Allied
forces. I found a small room over a
bar on a side street along the canal
and had a great nights sleep. (To be
continued)

For more photos or comments go
to www.MenloParkFunerals.com.

Paid Ad (Part 1 of 3)
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OOTHILL COLLEGE )

Invites you to join us

on the main campus — Room 5015
(Just Minutes from either Foothill Expwy or 280)

I
I
A SIX-WEEK :
I
I

F

INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL
PLANNING CLASS

Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 9:00 PM. It is better for you to register
now, but you may also register the first evening of class on Oct. 13th. (Class |
#057). The cost is $49. No prior financial knowledge is required. To register
I call (408) 864-8817, or online, www.communityeducation.fhda.edu (in the I
I Financial Planning section).

: “Outstanding Course!” :

‘l don’t want to exaggerate, but | truly believe this course has I
improved my life and my financial well-being. The instructors

I had an outstanding command of the material and presented it |
i thoughtfully and with great humor & insight.” ]

1 Some of the Topics Are:
$ HOW TO INVEST IN DIFFICULT TIMES
| ¢ STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESSFUL ESTATES
I § THE BEST WAYS OF INVESTING IN REAL ESTATE
J $ ETFs, BONDS & MUTUAL FUNDS
g § THE NEW WORLD OF TAXES
$ THE UNKNOWN DANGERS OF TAX-FREE INCOME
I $ PROTECTING WEALTH & ASSETS IN TROUBLED TIMES
| $ MANAGING YOUR MONEY TO YOUR ADVANTAGE
f § WHAT T0 DO RIGHT NOW & FINANCIAL PLANNING
$ HOW TO CHOOSE A TOP-NOTCH ADVISOR
I TURNING THE MOST COMMON FINANCIAL MISTAKES INTO PROFIT
I $ HOW TO PROPERLY INTEGRATE YOUR IRAs & 401(k)s
$ ECONOMIC HEDGING & ASSET ALLOCATION
$ HOW TO INVEST FOR/IN RETIREMENT
$ AND MUCH, MUCH MORE

ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTORS

Steve Lewis is President of Lewis & Mathews Investment
Management in Menlo Park. He is a college professor, invest-
ment counselor, Value Line award winner, financial author and
has appeared on national radio and television. He is a past officer
of the S.C. International Association of Financial planners and
served on the National Academy Advisory Board. He has written
for Money magazine and Dow Jones's Barron's.

Jim Curran is a veteran of over 25 Years on Wall Street. He is
President of Curran & Lewis Investment Management, Inc., in
Menlo Park, a Wealth Manager Magazine top Wealth Management
firm. He is Chief Portfolio Manager, and specializes in investment
advice for individual investors, companies, and their officers. He
is an accomplished and dynamic college and business lecturer.

The instructors have taught over 30,000 Northern
Californians their money managing techniques.

[ SOME COMMENTS FROM PAST CLASS MEMBERS:
“This course has been excellent, very informative and enlightening.”

J| “.Very objective in presentation of material...”
[ “I have looked forward to each class like opening a new package each week.”
“The course exceeded my expectations.”

B <. Avery helpful, well thought out, well presented course. | have
recommended it to many people.”

[ “Well done, informative, stimulating.”
[ “Terrific! Loved the course.”

i “Your ability to take subject matter and make it understandable
commands my highest respect.”

I THIS IS THE ONLY AD THAT WILL APPEAR FOR THIS
I COURSE. PLEASE CUT OUT AND BRING TO CLASS
(This space donated to Foothill College. Not paid with tax dollars.)

A os on on on on on on om on o = =
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Hair Replacement
Simply the Best Quality
Hair Systems
for Men & Women

Modern Solutions For:
* Genetic Hair Loss
* Alopecia & Chemotherapy
« Celebrity Extensions e Toppers
* Hair Pieces e Integration ¢ Wigs

Private and Free Consultation

(650) 341-2195

JOLENE WHITLEY
HAIR DEsIGN
1660 S.Amphlett Blvd.
Suite #201, San Mateo
www.jwhair.com

Residential & Commercial

Is your home ready for winter?
Drainage Problems?

Repair before the rain comes
CALL TODAY for FREE Estimate
Full Landscape Services
Design & Construction

Lic.#835173
"Serving The Peninsula Since 1983”

(650) 465-4629

www.Feflandscapeservices.com

N EWS

‘Lifelong con man’ arrested
in Menlo Park stock scam

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

escribing Roger Steven
DMﬂler, 67, as a “lifelong

con man,” police arrested
him Sept. 21 for allegedly selling
thousands of dollars in non-
existent Apple stock.

Mr. Miller, a resident of Menlo
Park, and his 59-year-old Menlo
Park victim metata mutual friend’s
party, said Det. Ed Soares, and he
later allegedly brokered the pur-
chase of discounted Apple stock.

The victim caught on after trying
to cash a $2,500 check from Mr.
Miller, and discovering the bank
account was closed, according to
the detective. All told, the alleged
fraud netted about $30,000.

“This is basically his lifelong
career,” Det. Soares said. “But
there’s not much retirement in it.”

Mr. Miller was on probation for
a 2007 conviction on fraud and
grand theft when Menlo Park
police arrested him Tuesday, Sept.
21, in a Safeway parking lot.

He’s now charged with three
counts of felony grand theft, two of
passing fake documents, and one
count of felony theft with a prior

theft conviction, Deputy District
Attorney Steve Wagstaffe said.
A charge for violating probation
should soon join the list.

Mr. Miller’s criminal record in
San Mateo County spans nearly
two decades, and extends to a
federal fraud conviction for trying
to sell the Golden State Warriors,
according to court records.

Mr. Miller, who remains in
jail on $150,000 bail, pleaded
not guilty in Superior Court on
Sept. 22. He’s looking at four to
five years in prison if convicted,
according to Mr. Wagstaffe.

The district attorney’s office,
which heard about the alleged
fraud first, coordinated the
month-long investigation with
Menlo Park police.

“When you have this big of
a scheme, where there’s a lot of
paper trail, and bank accounts,
and documents, you have to
cross all the t’s and dot all the
1’s,” Det. Soares noted.

Mr. Miller’s preliminary hear-
ing is scheduled for Oct. 6 at 2
p.m.

Police ask anyone with infor-
mation about Mr. Miller to call
650-330-6360. 00

@xpress

Get daily local news updates

FREE

in your e-mail inbox.
Sign up today at
TheAlmanacOnline.com

A Better Choice Since 1960 B 1
1064 Cherry Street N

Kathy's &

Draperies

BBB.
ACCREDITED

See Our
Selection of

- Roman Shades

www.rjsupholstery.com

650-591-0220 san Carlos

Portola Valley School District

4575 Alpine Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028

THE PORTOLA VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Invites interested citizens to apply for a School Board Vacancy

A seat on the Portola Valley School Board is currently available. Residents of the Portola Valley School
District who are registered voters are eligible to apply to serve on the Board.

Any interested parent or community member must complete an application form and a “letter of interest”
stating his/her experience in and commitment to educational, youth and community activities.

Application materials may be found in the “Headlines and News” section of the PVSD web site
www.pvsd.net or by calling 851-1777, ext. 3001. Completed applications must be submitted by 5:00 p.m.

on October 15, 2010, and should be sent to:

Candidates will be interviewed by the Board on the evening of Thursday, October 21, 2010, beginning
at 6:00 PM. Final selection will be made by a majority vote of the Board Members at the regular Board

meeting on October 27, 2010.

For additional information, contact Tim Hanretty at 851-1777, ext. 3000.

Tim Hanretty
Superintendent
Portola Valley School District

4575 Alpine Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028
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Public invited to
candidate forums

The League of Women Voters
is inviting the public to several
candidate forums over the next
week in connection with the Nov.
2 election. Among them:

B Candidates for the Menlo Park
City Council will answer questions
at a forum from 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 29, at the council
chambers in the Menlo Park Civic
Center. The forum is sponsored by
the Menlo Park Chamber of Com-
merce and the South San Mateo
County League of Women Voters.

B Candidates for the Atherton
City Council will participate in a
forum at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept.
30, in the Pavilion at Holbrook-
Palmer Park, off Watkins Avenue
just east of El Camino Real in
Atherton. Candidates will make
opening statements, then respond
to questions submitted by attend-
ees during the forum, sponsored
by the Atherton Civic Interest
League and the League of Women
Voters.

B Candidates for the District 3
San Mateo County supervisor’s
seat will participate in a forum
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.
28, at the Redwood Shores Branch
Library, 399 Marine Parkway, Red-
wood City.

H BIRTHS

Menlo Park

M Laurie and Trevor Hall, a son,
Sept. 8, Sequoia Hospital.

M Peau Fetuu and Liuapeatau
Tameifuna, a daughter, Sept. 9,
Sequoia Hospital.

MEETING

continued from page 8

benefits and other employee-
related costs.

Current City Attorney Wynne
Furth has indicated her firm will
bid to retain the contract, and
the town is also likely to contin-
ue filling the code-enforcement
post through outsourcing.

Several council members,
however, have questioned the
wisdom of outsourcing the
building department’s top posi-
tion, arguing that the depart-
ment pays for itself through
building permit fees, and the
revenue can be spent only in
that department. Also, they say,
the position is a critical one,
and it may be smarter and more
efficient to have the services
performed in-house.

Also on the agenda is consid-
eration of a request for design
proposals for a possible new
Town Center.

The meeting will be held in
the Atherton Council Chambers
at 94 Ashfield Road. B

o Window cleaning

CALL SHAWN * 650-526-8156

CLEARVIEW [ A}

0 20 years experience
O Reliable and insured

O Pressure washing

for a free estimate
www.clearviewwindowcleaningservice.com

TOWN OF WOODSIDE

2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

PLANNING COMMISSION
October 6, 2010
7:30 PM

PUBLIC HEARING

CUSE#2010-0005
Planner: Sage Schaan

3. Alice’s Restaurant - AT&T
17288 Skyline Boulevard

Review and recommendation of approval/denial of a pro-
posal to install 10 equipment cabinets, small support
equipment, and new six-foot tall solid screen fencing, to
connect to a nearby installed Distributed Antenna System.
The property is located in a Community Commercial (CC)
zoning district.

All application materials are available for public review at the
Woodside Planning and Building Counter, Woodside Town
Hall, weekdays from 8:00 — 10:00 AM and 1:00 — 3:00 PM,
or by appointment. For more information, contact the Wood-
side Planning and Building Department at (650) 851-6790.

Join us for the 15th annual

GreaT (G ASS

PUMPKIN PATCH: 4.

September 28 - October 3, 2010

Palo Alto Art Center
1313 Newell Road (at Embarcadero)

650.329.2366 or 408.993.2244 for more information

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON
AN APPEAL OF PLANNING
COMMISSION DECISION

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YOU that on October 13, 2010, the
Town Council of the Town of Portola Valley will conduct
a review of an appeal of the July 7, 2010 Planning Com-
mission denial of Conditional Use Permit (File #X7D-
170). The Conditional Use Permit request is to allow the
installation of new wireless communication equipment for
T-Mobile Wireless at the Cal Water tank site located at
the corner of Peak Lane and Golden Oak Drive. T-Mobile
Wireless has made the application for appeal.

The Town Council Public Hearing on the appeal has been
scheduled for Wednesday, October 13,2010 at 7:30
p-m., in the Community Hall at the Town Center, 765 Por-

tola Road, Portola Valley, California.

Public Hearings provide the general public and interested
parties an opportunity to provide testimony on these
items. If you challenge a proposed action(s) in court, you
may be limited to raising only those issues you or some-
one else raised at a Public Hearing(s) described above, or
in written correspondence delivered to the Town Council
at, or prior to, the Public Hearing(s).

Information pertaining to the proposal and appeal may

be viewed at Town Hall Building & Planning Department,
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 3:00
—5:00 p.m. Allinterested persons are invited to appear
before the Town Council to be heard at the time and place
herein above mentioned.

Dated: September 21, 2010 Leslie A. Lambert

Planning Manager

EXHIBITION:

Sept. 28-29, Tues.-Wed.: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.

Sept. 30-Oct. 1, Thurs.-Fri.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

SALE:

Oct. 2-3, Sat.-Sun.: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. (rain or shine)

Free Admission * Children Welcome - Live torchworking demos
Pumpkins sold during sale days only.

For more information visit www.greatglasspumpkinpatch.com

staNFOorD LIVELY
ARTS :10—.l1......

SINGLE TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

OPENING NIGHT!

KRONOS QUARTET
CANTABILE YOUTH SINGERS

WEDNESDAY 13 OCTOBER, 8 PM

The celebrated Kronos Quartet presents a musical meditation inspired by the
anniversary of 9/11, drawing on the world-spanning perspectives of composers
such as Osvaldo Golijov (Argentina), Aulis Sallinen (Finland), and Terry Riley
(USA), alongside traditional works from Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, and beyond.

-~

PUNCH BROTHERS
FEATURING CHRIS THILE

FRI 15 OCT, 8 PM

Mandolinist Chris Thile and fellow
acoustic virtuosos appear on the heels of
anew CD, Antifogmatic.

ST. LAWRENCE
STRING QUARTET

SUN 24 OCT, 2:30 PM

SLSQ performs works by Schumann,
Elgar, and Haydn, joined by pianist
Stephen Prutsman.

GAMELAN
CUDAMANI
SUN 7 NOV, 2:30 PM

TOSHI REAGON
& BIGLovely

FRI 29 OCT, 8 PM

With sensual vocals and infectious
hooks, Reagon explores folk, blues,
vintage rock, and more.

One of Bali’s premier ensembles
presents “Bamboo to Bronze,” a dazzling
performance of music and dance.

PLUS: Bang on a Can All-Stars (11.5), Sankai Juku: Tobari (11.9),
Christian McBride (11.13), Takacs Quartet (12.3), Chanticleer (12.9),
Emanuel Ax (112), Rennie Harris Puremovement (1.22) & MANY MORE!

TICKETS: livelyarts.stanford.edu | 650-725-ARTS
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H WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

All views must include a home address
and contact phone number. Published
letters will also appear on the web site,
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
POST your views on the
Town Square forum at
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

EMAIL your views to:
letters@almanacnews.com
and note this it is a letter to
the editor in the subject line.

MAIL or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025.

CALL the Viewpoint desk at
854-2690, ext. 222.

Putting pressure on the rail project

insula communities that are suing the High-Speed Rail
Authority over its incomplete environmental impact
report are becoming far more than a minor irritant.

The city councils from Atherton, Menlo Park and Palo
Alto all voted last week to file a legal challenge to the
authority’s EIR, which had recently been slightly modified
and then approved after an earlier suit by Menlo Park and
Atherton. Not satisfied, the
communities, joined by Palo
Alto, voted to sue again, and
for good reason.

From the cities’ point of
view, the biggest problem is the authority’s use of a mod-
el found to contain greatly inflated ridership estimates
that make the EIR’s validity “very questionable,” accord-
ing to Stuart Flashman, the attorney for the cities. And
there is also a continuing dispute over the authority’s
business plan, which critics have called inadequate ever
since it was released.

All three cities believe the authority has treated their well-
documented concerns with disdain, despite repeated efforts
to find common ground in the routing and design of the
tracks that would carry the Los Angeles-to-San Francisco
trains through each city. As the high-speed rail discussion
unfolded, the cities were led to believe that they would have
some say in the final design of the tracks, but as time went
on they learned that was not the case.

It may look like David versus Goliath, but the three Pen-

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

Now, after more than a year of debate, it appears that the
rail authority is no closer to resolving disputes over the proj-
ect than it was in the beginning. Comments from authority
board members show that most would just like to see the
Peninsula critics just go away.

But that is not going to happen. There is a package of
deadlines fast approaching for the project to qualify for
up to $4.3 billion in federal funds. The draft EIR must be
completed by this December; the state Legislature, with the
support of local Sen. Joe Simitian, has ordered the authority
to produce a “viable business plan” by next February or face
possible loss of support from the Legislature.

The final environmental review must be completed by
September 2011 for the project to qualify for additional fed-
eral funds, and construction must start by September 2012.
The entire project must be completed by September 2017.

These are not insignificant deadlines. If the rail authority
has any hope of meeting them, it needs to respond to the
Peninsula cities’ concerns so it can get on with its work.

However you may feel about high-speed rail, it is hard
to argue against those who say the project needs a viable
business plan based on reasonable ridership estimates. And
Menlo Park, Atherton and Palo Alto, which will see trains
run through heavily settled or developed areas, must be
accommodated or at least met halfway in their effort to
reduce the project’s impact.

We hope this lawsuit will get someone’s attention at the
rail authority. It is time for these questions to be answered.

LETTERS
Our readers write

Bummed out hy

Menlo parking tickets

Editor:

I attended a reunion luncheon
with five friends at Carpaccio
in Menlo Park recently. We all
received parking tickets and we
all were outraged that this would
happen.

We will avoid downtown Menlo
Park now — it is too bad as there
are already many empty store-
fronts.

Mrs. Eugene Baciocco
Selby Lane, Atherton

Be careful: More kids
are hiking to school

Editor:

Back to school means back to
traffic as we see the ebbs and flows
of our roadways become swollen
and congested.

But, not so much this year. Many

Our Regional Heritage

Alarge crowd gathered at the Pulgas Water Temple on Canada Road for a dedication ceremony in 1934,

Woodside Library Collection

youngsters have talked their parents

into bicycling to school and in doing
so have set a precedent for healthier
bodies and thinner traffic.
However, with construction at
local public elementary schools
nearly complete, this shift in trans-
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portation has meant new trials for
school staft in figuring out what to
do with all the bikes.

This is quite a lovely problem to
have. As the town of Atherton pre-
pares a new lighted intersection on

Middlefield, cyclists will continue
to shift around as will their desig-
nated parking locations.

As these traffic patterns change,
keep your eyes open and remember
to share the road with our youngest

cyclists. And remember — keeping
these kids on bikes translates to less
vehicular traffic for you, too. Maybe
you'dlike to try cruising our city on

See LETTERS, next page
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Time for new approach to rail project

By Steve Schmidt

cil members Rich Cline and Kelly Fergus-

son voted to make Menlo Park a party in a
lawsuit against the San Francisco to Los Angeles
high-speed rail project. The vote was 2-1.

On that night, Aug.
5, 2008, council mem-
ber John Boyle asked that
the resolution by Mr.
Cline and Ms. Fergusson
regarding high-speed rail’s
impacts in Menlo Park be
set aside until the council
could hear a presentation
from the High-Speed Rail

It’s been just over two years since City Coun-

Authority. GUEST
Unfortunately, legal |WeYJ1NI[o)\

action prevailed over a
decision to set aside the
Cline/Fergusson resolution, which might have
been the first step in crafting a city policy on
high-speed rail. Does our joining a lawsuit
define our official position on this issue?

The city voted in favor of high-speed rail in
November 2008 by 57 percent. I concede that
many who voted yes have changed their minds.
However, there are probably many Menlo Park
residents who still believe that there are benefits
to this project, benefits that override the inevi-
table negatives.

While the city has joined lawsuits, I suggest
another approach, one more positive and more
realistic. The council should follow through
on a suggestion from Martin Engel to set up a
city high-speed rail commission or officially
constituted advisory committee composed of
residents willing to realistically follow the Pen-
insula Cities Consortium’s position statement:
“Final design should minimize the impacts,
improve the quality of life in local communities
and incorporate the best urban design ideas.”

I believe that legal action is now little more

than tilting at windmills and that the consor-
tium should be spending its time developing a
sustainable operating plan for Caltrain. If the
city feels it must, it can both pursue lawsuits
and join PCC’s opposition while a new delibera-
tive body does its work.

Nearly two years have passed since Prop 1A
passed in California. Thanks to our home-
grown critics we know much more today about
the project. They have told us much more than
just of their frustration of living next to an
active railroad.

Major problems with assumptions, projec-
tions and expectations have been revealed,
analyzed, and written about in every newspaper
and on every blog. We have learned that the rail
authority is made up of flawed human beings;
their ridership and project costs are flawed;
the state is in financial trouble; the impacts to
Menlo Park are significant.

Hats off to Martin Engel and his allies for
their diligence and determination in exposing
all the unpleasant reality of the project plan-
ning.

However, none of this wisdom will make the
project go away. Rather than only spending
our resources fighting high-speed rail, the city
should prepare for the probable scenario that
this 21st Century system is going to use the
Caltrain tracks and yes, travel through our city.
How it does that needs to be dealt with now.

The benefits to Caltrain are many: electrifica-
tion, reduced noise and pollution, and grade
separations that mean less traffic congestion and
increased safety for pedestrians and cyclists.

I encourage the council to use a rational and
realistic approach. Being litigants and part of a
negative chorus is not good enough. We need
also to be positive, creative and eventually pre-
pared for a likely outcome that can benefit the
region and Menlo Park.

Steve Schmidt is a former
mayor of Menlo Park.
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Song Sundays at Bethany

We invite you to join us for guest musical performances
during our 9:30 a.m. service.

Sunday, October 31
CSMA faculty member Mihail lliev with
CSMA Merit Scholarship student Kyle Liu, Bassoon

Sunday, November 21
Brian Bensing, Flute

Sunday, December 19
Quadre, The Voice of Four Horns

Bethany Lutheran Church
1095 Cloud Avenue, Menlo Park
650.854.5897

Bethany ¢

H www.hethany—mp.org

Does your (_
_home needs
We are here for you.

For more information,

call (650) 289-5425.

=Avenidas

Where age is just a number

LETTERS

Continued from previous page

your bike now that the roadways are
less congested.
We would love to have more traf-
fic in the bike lanes. Join us.
Michelle Daher
O’Connor Street, Menlo Park

Why the cheap shot
at the GOP?

Editor:

Thisletter is in response to “GOP
a disappointment” in a recent
Almanac.

Clearly The Almanac has chosen
to publish a cheap shot at Republi-
cans and, of course, show its politi-
cal bias. Here we have a majority of
voters fed up with our Democratic
administration that has no clue
about creating jobs unless govern-
ment jobs. They do know how to
print money with most of it going to
their union and other friends who
in turn help them get re-elected.

I wish the Almanac would stick

to local news and stop this obvious

propaganda. We already have a SF
Chronicle for that.

Roger Passal

Patrol Road, Woodside

Freedoms are slipping
away in Menlo Park

Editor:

If the Menlo Park City Council
gets its way, you won't be able to
smoke in your own home and you
won't be able to park in your city of
residence.

In aland that promotes freedom,
is that right and just? Our council
says no all to often, to you, me and
the public good. I don’t smoke, but
I believe people in their own homes
have the right to.

How are our local merchants

Stylish yet Affordable

San Carlos 654 Laurel Street
650-620-9900
www.victoriabracha.com

going to survive with the proposed
new parking regulations? How
about if the City Council only got
1520 minutes for their weekly
meetings and we charged them for
every minute of time they spent
over that?

@xpress

Get daily local news updates

FREE

in your e-mail inbox.
Sign up today at

Pat White TheAlmanacOnline.com

Fremont Street, Menlo Park

BSWMAN

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

@ Middle School - Grades 6 - 8
Individualized, self-directed program
Rich international and cultural studies
Proven, Montessori approach

@ State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

www.bowmanschool.org

4000 Terman Drive ® Palo Alto, CA @ Tel: 650-813-9131
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REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990

Reading between the emotional line makes the ALAIN PINEL

difference between finding a house and a home. REALTORS

Carol & Nicole Jrn. £

Ellen Ashley  Ivryvirmms T $6,475,000 650.543.1195 PALO ALTO $4,995,000
650.888.1886 Stately 4 bedroom home on a rare 30,000+/-sf lot with pool, (O I R CICEI AN Ml Beautiful, light-filled home in prestigious Old Palo Alto. 2 bed-
eashley@apr.com spa, tennis court, and beautiful gardens. rooms, 2.5 baths. Guest cottage.

g Judy Bogard-
< Tanigami
AR 650.209.1603
Judyand
Sheri.com

Sheri
Hughes .

| : 650.209.1608 , R sl :
PORTOLA VALLEY $2,995,000 0.2001008 | Y RTYYYERD <7395 000

Joe Bentley

650.867.0199 Fabulous 4bd/4.5ba split-level contemporary home on 1.52+/- Sher @em Fabulously maintained 4bd/2.5ba home located at the end of a
Jbentley@apr.com

acres. Huge kitchen, DR, FR. 3-car garage. private cul-de-sac. Lush and private backyard.

p— )

# T |_' o nd L - : - - : . t- ! £
Lynn Wilson Roberts Jryrarrere $1,525,000 | RACRSSUCIEIEE VIENLO PARK $1,275,000
650.255.6987 Tastefully expanded and remodeled 4bd/3ba home with 650.543.1188 Super charming, remodeled English Country home. 3bd/2ba

+bonus room. Gourmet kitchen, LR w/ fireplace, lovely private

Iwilsonroberts@apr.com stunning MBR. Kitchen/FR combo with soaring ceilings.
’ yard. Los Lomitas Schools!

kyra@apr.com

Sherry Bucolo  Ievvreyryeen $1,195,000 Sl MUCLC Sl REDWOOD CITY $919,000
650.207.9909 Delightful 3bd/2ba home offers spacious living & family rms. 650.722.3000 Vaulted and wood beam ceilings, hdwd flrs,3bd/2bath home
sbucolo@apr.com Walls of windows view private courtyard, patios & gardens. Irhodes@apr.com w/ filtered bay views, a private setting.

i | ."." —
AR I TY 1

Connie Linton vy '$749,000 Susan Sims

| - PALO ALTO $668,000
650.400.4873 Fantastic 2bd/1ba cottage with high ceilings, hardwood floors, 650.743.1838 Elegantly updated 2bd/2ba single-level townhome with
clinton@apr.com tall windows, detached office and private backyard. Truly ssims@apr.com attached single-car garage in a great neighborhood.

charming.

MENLO PARK 1550 El Camino Real, Ste 100 650.462.1111 | PALO ALTO 578 University Avenue 650.323.1111
WOODSIDE 2930 Woodside Road 650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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