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apr.com

A
Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only 4=
complete online open home guide. ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

| WOODSIDE

Evoking a vineyard estate in the
Napa Valley, this exceptional

#| 6bd/5ba, 5,980+/-sf property enjoys
e the utmost in privacy on 3+/-
sun-swept acres. Tuscan-inspired
design from every room. French
doors open to private courtyards,
balconies, or terraces. Offering an
idyllic setting, glorious gardens,
and a wonderful western hill view.

| $8,500,000

1 PALO ALTO
Ultimate Old Palo Alto location.
Rare 16,500+/-sf lot. Welcoming
front porch leads to appealing light-
2 filled traditional home. Spacious
dining room with fireplace and
window seats. Inviting family
| kitchen with wall of windows
i and French doors to beautiful
| deck overlooking the private back
garden. Separate cottage for
flexible use.

$4,995,000

PORTOLA VALLEY

Fabulous bi/split level
contemporary 4,210+/-sf home on a
great lot. Home includes 4bd/4+ba,
tons of light, 10 skylights, light and
open 3 car garage, separate dining
room, family room, huge kitchen,
spacious layout, and den all on
1.562+/-acres with an incredible rose
garden.

$2,995,000

MENLO PARK OFFICE 1550 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 100 650.462.1111
WOODSIDE OFFICE 2930 WOODSIDE ROAD 650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Fracisco | Marin | Sonoma | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

r'I .'1he tones were not entirely
somber Friday, Oct. 1, at a
Stanford University campus

celebration of the life of equestrian

and Portola Valley resident Bill

Lane, a tireless benefactor, with

his wife Jean Lane, of his home

town, his alma mater a few miles
to the east, and parks throughout

California and the nation.

Five or six cowboy hats were vis-
ible among the 1,100 or so people
gathered in Memorial Church for
the noon event. Also seen: one
park ranger hat, a baseball cap or
two, a few backpacks, the occa-
sional colorful dress, and a mix of
generations that defied Mr. Lane’s
own demographic. He died at the
age of 90 on July 31.

From the 11 remembrances of
the day came anecdotes, unsur-
prising to anyone who knew him,
about Mr. Lane’s joyous spirit, his
love of democracy, his passion for
the Western United States, and his
energy. But also came reports of a
less familiar Bill Lane.

Bill Marken, who worked for
Mr. Lane at Sunset magazine, said

that while his boss was known for
embodying the enthusiasm of a
large puppy; he could also be “as
fierce as a Rottweiler” in defend-
ing the magazine, and “as cunning
as a coyote” when the moment
called for strategic thinking.

Mr. Lane was of legendary profi-
ciency at multi-tasking when driv-
ing, Mr. Marken said. “We should
be gratified,” he added, that Mr.
Lane had not had the options of
Twitter and instant messaging.

He was also a wind surfer, and
once was too busy having fun to
notice the effect that gravity was
having on his bathing suit, Mr.
Marken noted.

“He was an environmental-
ist before we had the word,” his
daughter Sharon said. And he
knew the value of perseverance,
she said, noting the time her dad
towed her around a lake 25 times
until she achieved her intended
purpose of getting up on one
water ski.

“He knew how to seize the day;,”
she added, using as an example
her dad’s frequent lunches that
consisted entirely of ice cream,
sometimes in large amounts.

“Dad, that’s a lot of ice cream,”

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac
Members of the Mounted Patrol of San Mateo County, along with friends, family and colleagues, leave
the memorial service for Bill Lane at Stanford Memorial Church on Friday, Oct. 1.

Church packed in celebration of Bill Lane

she recalled, recounting a day he
happened to be having a large
bowl of it. “Yes, you bet it is,” he
replied, “and I'll have another
bowl after this if  want to.”

Mr. Lane’s son Bob, heroically
containing his breaking voice for
the several minutes that he spoke,
said that people often asked him
what it was like to live in the shad-
ow of his accomplished father.

“Today, for the first time, I real-
ized that that shadow was lovely
for me to live in,” he said. “He was
a humble man, believe it or not.
He totally knew what forgiveness
was about. He was a gentleman
through and through.”

“I can’t remember one time,” his
daughter Brenda recalled, “when
he ever felt sorry for himself or
said (in effect) ‘Why me?””

Praise from officials

Former governor Pete Wilson
spoke of Mr. Lanes exemplary
citizenship, his persistence in
helping to restore the governor’s
mansion in Sacramento, and his
appreciation of the importance of
freedom.

See page 10
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The Girls’ Middle School

Challenging, joyful, and innovative learning
for girls grades 6 to 8

The middle
school years
matter.

OPEN HOUSES: Saturday, November 13, 1 pm
Thursday, December 9, 7 pm

180 North Rengstorff Ave. ¢ Mountain View, CA 94043
650.968.8338 x133 ® www.girlsms.org ¢ admissions@girlsms.org

HHYE SUPPORTVOTIRG Jirjev]iigr
Menlo Park "
needs to bring new

businesses to town.

“Itis rare in Menlo Park to have
the opportunity to vote for a
development like Menlo Gate-
way that will provide economic
benefits to all the city’s commu-
nities—on both sides of Highway
101. Plus, its chosen location will

¥

transform an underutilized industrial area into a striking new
Peninsula landmark. Those of us who live in Belle Haven,
the residential neighborhood closest to Menlo Gateway, are
among its strongest supporters and we urge all Menlo Park
residents to join us in voting YES on Measure T.”

President, Belle Haven Neighborhood Association

For more info, visit the website
www.menlogateway.com

Paid for by the 2010 Citizens Coalition for Menlo Gateway,
Yes on T, major funding by the David D. Bohannon Organi-
zation, 100 Independence Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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ROBERTS MARKET

Sale Dates: Oct. 6,7, 8,9 W On Sale Grocery

150z.—Plus Calif. Redeem Value

HYDRIVE ENERGY 89¢ |

SINCE 1389
e ————————— ENHANCED WATER
3015 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511, <« Fi s, b ¥l
420Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851:4711 ~ =&~ = 2 Jio i —

Open 6:30AM - 8PM SHEDDS COUNTRY S 'I 79

Deli Department CROCK SPREAD
Large & Small Feeli ng Blue? 120z. — Apple or Raspberry

Try our PEPPERIDGE FARMS 9
FUJI APPLES Blue B% s PUEh PASTRY TURNMRSS 2 39
Ib

60z. —Box

Sweet S 29 L ;
D,ANJOU PEARS I b Broccoli Gm%onzola Salad ﬁlNAréERsonlogECGl'llégrfl N S ] 5_9

Garnet 89‘ only $659Ib 8lb. Bag
YAMS Ib Also check out our assortment of Blue Cheeses-Domestic PUR|N A ONE SMAR]‘ S ] 0 9 9

and Imported, Creamy and Crumbly!

Great for salads or as a steak topper! BLEND DOG FOOD

Meat and Seafood Wine and Spirits

PARMESAN 55 98 Spirit Specials
CHICKEN SAUSAGE

HAWAIIAN S 5 98

CHICKEN SAUSAGE —, | Woodford Reserve, Bourbon Whiskey, 750 ml Reg $33.99  Sale $26.99

HOT SOUTHWEST S 5 08 | Ketel One Vodka 80°, 1.75 L Reg $3999  Sale $34.99
TEQUILA CHICKEN SAUSAGE b

Bacardi Rum, Silver or Gold, 250 ml Reg. $11.99 Sale $9.99

Sale prices are net and do not qualify for quantity discounts.
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‘Waiting for Superman’ hits Woodside High School

By Chris Kenrick

Embarcadero Media

oodside High School
is cast in an unflatter-
ing spotlight with the

nationwide opening of the docu-
mentary “Waiting for Superman,”
a portrait of a troubled U.S. public
school system.

But the film has “mischaracter-
izations and misrepresentations,”
according to Woodside Principal
David Reilly.

The film paints Woodside as a
“not so bad” high school, but asserts
that just 62 percent of its freshmen
go on to graduate, and that only 32
percent of the school’s graduates
meet entrance requirements for
California’s four-year public uni-
versities.

Mr. Reilly disputes those figures
and said college-bound students
in the class of 2010 exceeded 90
percent. He said if filmmakers had

“talked with us and visited our
schools,” they “likely would have
avoided some of the mischaracter-
izations and misrepresentations in
the film.”

The movie, which opened Oct.
1 in San Francisco and will open
Friday, Oct. 8,in Palo Alto, hasbeen

film also highlights Woodside,
which is characterized as a middle-
class public school in wealthy Sili-
con Valley.

Among the movie’s five student
protagonists is Emily Jones of Red-
wood City, who tells filmmakers
she was lucky to win the lottery to

Woodside High’s principal says the documentary
contains “mischaracterizations, misrepresentations.”

commented on by President Obama
and promoted by “Oprah.”

It features billionaire philanthro-
pist Bill Gates and others lament-
ing that American students lag
far behind their counterparts in
many countries — but that charter
schools have demonstrated success-
ful models for change.

Though mainly focusing on large
inner-city “dropout factories,” the

Woodside aims to make
library a ‘destination’

Bl Council green lights
library redesign

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

lans to significantly reorga-
Pnize the interior of the Wood-

side town library shifted into
second gear on Tuesday, Sept. 28,
after a unanimous Town Council,
with some caution, gave archi-
tects the go-ahead to spend about
$200,000 to prepare construction
documents for a project estimated
to cost around $2.3 million.

In a presentation to the coun-
cil, architect Dawn Merkes, a
principal of South San Francis-
co-based Group 4 Architecture
Research and Planning, said that
the library’s layout is configured
for people picking up items. Fifty-
six percent of the 90,000 visitors in
2009 were there to check items out,
according to a Group 4 survey.

The project goal is to make it a
destination library through chang-
es that encourage visits longer than
the typical 20 minutes shown by
the survey.

Among those changes: relocat-
ing the self-checkout area, creating
a study room and separate areas
for kids and teens, and designing
a more welcoming bookstore-like
appearance. The changes would
be environmentally oriented, but

without the official stamp of the
U.S. Green Building Council, a
savings in documentation costs of
about $46,000, Ms. Merkes said.

The library has many visitors
but not much social interac-
tion among them, according
to the survey. The new less
compartmentalized layout would
be expected to encourage more
exploration.

The proposed new features
include easier access to the patio, a
book-hold area that will not need
staff participation to pick up an
item, a less intimidating informa-
tion desk, a living room-like area,
and glass enclosed rooms for teens
and quiet study.

Construction would begin in
late spring or early summer of
2011 and end about six months
later, Ms. Merkes said. While
the library is closed, options
for Woodside residents would
include possible visits by a book-
mobile and/or visits to the librar-
ies in Atherton and Portola Valley.
Ideally, children’s story time could
relocate to a temporary home in
town.

All project funding is coming
from a restricted reserve of about
$2.1 million in Woodside library
property tax revenues. The librar-
ies in Woodside, Portola Valley
and Atherton are unusual among
the 12 member libraries of the

attend Summit Preparatory Char-
ter High School instead of Wood-
side High.

Woodside ranks in Newsweek’s
top 6 percent of American high
schools and “is not so bad,” Acad-
emy Award-winning filmmaker
Davis Guggenheim says.

However, it is not the best place
for Emily, says Mr. Guggenheim,
who also produced and directed

“An Inconvenient Truth,” featur-
ing former Vice President Al Gore
speaking on global warming.

Emily says she would have been
“put into the low classes” at Wood-
side because she’s not a good test-
taker.

At Summit, “Everybody takes
the same classes, even though you
might not be the best speller or
the best at taking tests,” she says.
“Everybody’s taking the same thing
and it’s a great place to be.”

In a lengthy e-mail, Woodside’s
Mr. Reilly said filmmakers rebuffed
his efforts to share more informa-
tion about the school.

“Although we were aware a seg-
ment of the film was being pro-
duced locally in spring 2009, we
were told very little,” he said.

“We offered for the filmmakers
to learn more about Woodside and
other schools in the Sequoia dis-
trict, but the filmmakers declined.
Had they talked with us and visited

our schools, the filmmakers likely
would have avoided some of the
mischaracterizations and misrep-
resentations in the film.”

In Woodside’s class of 2010, 93
percent of graduates had plans to
go to college, about halfat four-year
and half at two-year colleges, Mr.
Reilly said.

The remainder, he said, chose
military service, “gap-year” experi-
ences such as travel, apprenticeships
or employment.

He criticized the film’s portrayal
of Woodside’s low graduation rate
as failing “to factor in the attrition
and turnover of students between
ninth and 12th grade.

“The source of the information
presented in the film is a study
conducted through UCLA by the
Institution for Democracy and
Educational Access (IDEA),” Mr.
Reilly said.

See SUPERMAN, page 18

Free rides on the Wells
Fargo stagecoach will be
offered from 10:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. during the
event. The stagecoach,
driven by Paul
Fellingham, is provided
by the Wells Fargo
Whiskey Hill branch, “one
of the oldest Wells Fargo
express offices in the
U.S., opening in 1868,”
said M. Fentress Hall, an
organizer of the event.

A progressive trail ride expected
to draw more than 300 costumed
riders will be one of the highlights
of Woodside’s sixth annual “Day
of the Horse” on Saturday, Oct. 9,
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

The free horse fair’s activities
will be centered at and around
Woodside Town Hall. The Wells
Fargo Stagecoach will be giving
rides and there will be horse-
themed crafts and blacksmith
demonstrations. Children’s activi-
ties will include a petting zoo,

A day for hores in W00d51de

pony rides, and having their
picture taken astride a pony.

Representatives from many of
the area’s riding programs will
be on hand with information,
including “Back in the Saddle,” a
program for adults who haven’t
ridden since their youth and want
to ride again.

Riders in the progressive trail
ride will wear costumes repre-
senting different holidays, such as
Halloween and Valentine’s Day.
Pre-registration is required for all

riders.

“The Day of the Horse” is
sponsored by the Woodside-
area Horse Owners Association
(WHOA), alocal group dedicated
to preserving Woodside’s rural
ambience and promoting eques-
trian activities.

Woodside Town Hall is located
at 2955 Woodside Road, at Whis-
key Hill Road. For more informa-
tion, call Donna Poy, 380-6408.

Go to whoa94062.org for
information.

San Mateo County Library Joint
Powers Authority in that they
accumulate more in revenues
than they spend each year, said
Greg Bodin, assistant director of
the county library.

Although Woodside’s library
will spend about $125,000 on
maintenance this year, the reserve
grows by about $300,000 annu-
ally so the balance should be
around $2.3 million by June 30,

2011, Assistant Town Manager

Kevin Bryant told the council.
Mayor Dave Burow wondered

whether the county government,

See LIBRARY, page 15
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OTHILL COLLEGE

Invites you to join us

on the main campus — Room 5015
(Just Minutes from either Foothill Expwy or 280)

A SIX-WEEK
INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL
PLANNING CLASS

Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 9:00 PM. It is better for you to register
now, but you may also register the first evening of class on Oct. 13th. (Class |
#057). The cost is $49. No prior financial knowledge is required. To register
I call (408) 864-8817, or online, www.communityeducation.fhda.edu (in the I
I Financial Planning section).

: “Outstanding Course!” :

o

mni

‘l don’t want to exaggerate, but | truly believe this course has I
improved my life and my financial well-being. The instructors

I had an outstanding command of the material and presented it |
i thoughtfully and with great humor & insight.” ]

1 Some of the Topics Are:
$ HOW TO INVEST IN DIFFICULT TIMES
| ¢ STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESSFUL ESTATES
I § THE BEST WAYS OF INVESTING IN REAL ESTATE
J $ ETFs, BONDS & MUTUAL FUNDS
g § THE NEW WORLD OF TAXES
$ THE UNKNOWN DANGERS OF TAX-FREE INCOME
I $ PROTECTING WEALTH & ASSETS IN TROUBLED TIMES
| $ MANAGING YOUR MONEY TO YOUR ADVANTAGE
f § WHAT T0 DO RIGHT NOW & FINANGIAL PLANNING
$ HOW TO CHOOSE A TOP-NOTCH ADVISOR
I TURNING THE MOST COMMON FINANCIAL MISTAKES INTO PROFIT
I $ HOW TO PROPERLY INTEGRATE YOUR IRAs & 401(k)s
$ ECONOMIC HEDGING & ASSET ALLOCATION
$ HOW TO INVEST FOR/IN RETIREMENT
$ AND MUCH, MUCH MORE

ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTORS

Steve Lewis is President of Lewis & Mathews Investment
Management in Menlo Park. He is a college professor, invest-
ment counselor, Value Line award winner, financial author and
has appeared on national radio and television. He is a past officer
of the S.C. International Association of Financial planners and
served on the National Academy Advisory Board. He has written
for Money magazine and Dow Jones's Barron's.

Jim Curran is a veteran of over 25 Years on Wall Street. He is
President of Curran & Lewis Investment Management, Inc., in
Menlo Park, a Wealth Manager Magazine top Wealth Management
firm. He is Chief Portfolio Manager, and specializes in investment
advice for individual investors, companies, and their officers. He
is an accomplished and dynamic college and business lecturer.

The instructors have taught over 30,000 Northern
Californians their money managing techniques.

[ SOME COMMENTS FROM PAST CLASS MEMBERS:
“This course has been excellent, very informative and enlightening.”

J| “.Very objective in presentation of material...”
[ “I have looked forward to each class like opening a new package each week.”
“The course exceeded my expectations.”

B <. Avery helpful, well thought out, well presented course. | have
recommended it to many people.”

I “Well done, informative, stimulating.”
[ Terrific! Loved the course.”

i “Your ability to take subject matter and make it understandable
commands my highest respect.”

I THIS IS THE ONLY AD THAT WILL APPEAR FOR THIS
I COURSE. PLEASE CUT OUT AND BRING TO CLASS
(This space donated to Foothill College. Not paid with tax dollars.)

A os on on on on on on om on o = =
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For more details, please see our website:
www.alliedartsquild.org
Or Call (650) 322-2405

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
SEEKS APPLICANTS TO SERVE ON THE
TRAILS AND PATHS COMMITTEE

The Town Council seeks applicants for appointment to the
Trails and Paths Committee. The Trails Committee advises
the Town Council and staff on all aspects of the Town’s
extensive trails system. The committee is also responsible
for promoting the safe enjoyment of the Town'’s trails for the
benefit of all users. Members of the Trails Committee will be
selected based on the following criteria:

Commitment to attend monthly Trails Committee
meetings (second Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.)

Support and appreciation for the interests of

diverse user groups

Ability to generate creative ideas around issues of trail
usage, development and maintenance

Ability to prioritize trail improvement and maintenance
issues within financial constraints

Willingness to help organize educational, recreational
and service-based events to engage the community

and strengthen support for the Town’s trails
Commitment to use the trails on a regular basis and
report trail issues to Town staff

Ability to work effectively with other ctommittee
members

Appreciation for the rural character of the Town

and the value the trails provide to our community

Applications may be downloaded or submitted

on-line at https://portolavalley.net/index.
aspx?recordid=61&page=24. The deadline for
applications is 5:00 p.m., Monday, October 11. The
Trails Committee will conduct an initial round of interviews
of candidates at its November 9 meeting. A follow-up
round of interviews will be conducted in mid-November
by two members of the Town Council (Steve Toben and
Ted Driscoll) and Town Manager Angie Howard. Final
recommendations for appointment to the committee will
be presented to the Town Council for action on December
8. The term of appointments will be one year, starting
January 1, and appointments are renewable.

Portola Valley’s trails are one of the Town’s most cherished
assets, and we encourage interested individuals to apply.

N EWS

Bicyclist, 62,
killed by car
in Atherton

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

r I Yhe San Mateo County Coro-
ner’s Office has identified
a 62-year-old bicyclist who
was struck by a car and killed while
crossing El Camino Real in Atherton
on Thursday morning, Sept. 30.

Christopher Chandler of Red-
wood City was killed at about 10:35
a.m. when he was hit by a car on
southbound El Camino Real at
Isabella Avenue, Atherton police Lt.
Joe Wade said.

He was pronounced dead at the
scene.

A preliminary investigation indi-
cated Mr. Chandler was riding his
bike in a crosswalk when a south-
bound Toyota Camry struck him,
Lt. Wade said. The point of impact
was the passenger-side windshield.

The driver, a 69-year-old man
and a resident of Stanford, stopped
at the scene and was cooperating
with investigators, Lt. Wade said.

Mr. Chandler came to rest 53
feet south of a curb at Isabella
Avenue, Lt. Wade said. The frame
of his bike was found on the
shoulder of the road about 74 feet
away. The distances are likely to
increase once measurements from
the point of impact are known, Lt.
Wade said.

It does not appear that alcohol
played arole in the accident, and it
has not been determined whether
speed was a factor, Lt. Wade said,
adding that investigators have not
yet made a determination as to
who was at fault.

Unlike a pedestrian in a cross-
walk, for whom traffic must stop,
a bicycle has no special privileges.
It is considered a vehicle pulling
on to aroadway and is responsible
for yielding to oncoming traffic,
Lt. Wade said. A cyclist walking a
bike in a crosswalk is considered
a pedestrian, he said.

Southbound El Camino Real
was closed between Watkins and
Atherton avenues for about five
hours while the accident was
investigated.

— Bay City News Service
contributed to this report.

Pros and cons on
state ballot measures

The League of Women Voters
will present a pro and con dis-
cussion of the Nov. 2 state ballot
measures at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 6, in Hanson Hall at The
Sequoias, 501 Portola Road in
Portola Valley.

For more information about
the meeting, call The Sequoias
at 851-1501.
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Menlo candidates campaign at forum

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

e council chamber was half
full on Sept. 29 as candidates
for Menlo Park City Council

took turns answering six questions
submitted by the audience. The
League of Women Voters hosted the
event, which ran a good deal shorter
than most interminable council
meetings.

Incumbents Rich Cline and
Heyward Robinson, along with
educator Chuck Bernstein, Menlo
Park Fire Protection District board
president Peter Ohtaki, Planning
Commissioner Kirsten Keith, and
wildcard entrant Russell Peterson
fielded questions.

Before the forum began at 7 p.m.,
residents milled around outside the
chamber, visiting with candidates
and picking up campaign fliers.
Former mayor Gail Slocum urged
people to vote for Mr. Cline and
Mr. Robinson, and also suggested
taking a close look at Ms. Keith.
Doing his part to keep the forum
lively, Mr. Robinson was overheard
coaching a member of the audi-
ence on questions “someone has to
ask.

After the candidates got a few
moments to enjoy the view from
the dais, the moderator presented
questions about the city budget, the
downtown specific plan, climate
change, lack of collegiality on the
current council, whether decisions
should be made via ballot measures,
and, of course, high-speed rail.

Rail, downtown

Mr. Peterson, well known for
his opposition to high-speed rail,
declared, “Thereisa god!” when he
got the chance to respond first to
a question about how much time
candidates were willing to devote
to the issue, and how they would
demonstrate the impacts of the
project to residents.

He, along with every other can-
didate, went on to explain why he
thinks the current high-speed rail
plan should be derailed.

In an evening filled with gener-
alities, Ms. Keith proved willing
to offer specific proposals. She
proposed raising the utility tax on
gas, water, and electricity from 1
percent, citing Palo Alto’s 5 percent
as an example, to help balance the
budget. She also put forth electrify-

ELECTION

ing Caltrain tracks from San Jose to
San Francisco instead of building
high-speed rail.

Mr. Bernstein, whose voice
boomed across the chamber, dis-
played the most passion in his
responses, and did not hesitate to
attack. Declaring the amount paid
for the study that led to the down-
town specific plan “shameful,” he
said, “I don’t like what I've seen of
the plan. T don’t think I can even
call it a plan. Parking garages —
who’s going to pay for them?”

Mr. Peterson disliked allowing
five-story buildings on El Camino
Real, while Mr. Ohtaki suggested
focusing first on attracting new
businesses to empty lots and store-
front. He pledged to fill the empty
lots on El Camino Real if elected.

The remaining three candidates
reiterated their support for the
plan.

Ballot measures

A potentially controversial ques-
tion about whether the council
should hand off to voters decisions
on such matters as pension reform
(otherwise known as Measure L)
and the Bohannon Gateway (Mea-
sure T) didn’t stir up much discord.
Allsix candidates agreed that ballot
measures, while less than ideal, are
sometimes necessary.

“If you were to ask me when I
was first running, I would’ve said,
‘No, absolutely not, you need to be
a leader,” Mr. Cline said. But he
added that now he’s realized some
projects have a large enough impact
that voters should decide. “Though
the council should still take stand
and vote on it. We did vote on Gate-

»

way.

Collegiality?

At least one audience member
wondered whether future council
members could get along better
than the current ones.

Ms. Keith pointed to six years of
Planning Commission meetings
and abroad base of support as proof
that she knows how to work collab-
oratively. Mr. Ohtaki drew upon his
experience with the diverse back-
grounds of the Menlo Park Fire
Protection District directors, sug-

JobTrain to hold open house Thursday

JobTrain, the Menlo Park-based
nonprofit that provides training,
counseling and job-placement ser-
vices, is celebrating 45 years with
its annual open house and barbe-
cue from 4 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 7, at 1200 O’Brien Drive.

Formerly known as OICW, the
organization was founded in 1965
to serve low-income people in
Menlo Park and East Palo Alto.

The name was changed to Job-
Train in 2007.

The event will include live jazz,
student-led tours, and a barbecue
prepared by JobTrain’s culinary
arts program. There will be a
“Kids’ Zone” with a clown, balloon
art, face painting, and other fun
activities. A short program will be
held at 5 p.m.

To RSVP, call 330-6419.

gesting that setting priorities can
minimize internecine squabbles.

For Mr. Bernstein, the answer
is simple. “It starts by talking to
people, speaking clearly, frankly,
directly, being honest, and above all,
having respect for other people.”

Distinguished from the other
candidates by his lack of experi-
ence in holding a political office,
Mr. Peterson said he’d stay focused
on the issue and move on despite
disagreement.

The incumbents, of course, have
several years’ worth of council
meetings to demonstrate their
working styles, as Mayor Cline said.
Mr. Robinson stated he believes the
council is less divided now than
it was when he was first elected in
2006.

Climate change

Once again, the candidates found
common ground, concurring that
approving Proposition 23, which
would freeze reduction of green-
house gas emissions in California
until unemployment drops 7 per-
cent, is not a step in the right direc-
tion.

Discussion veered toward Menlo
Gateway after Mr. Bernstein
declared the current council hypo-
critical for approving what he
regards as a non-green project. Ms.
Keith, the planning commissioner,
and Councilman Robinson coun-
tered by referring to the project’s
potential LEEDS certification and
carbon-neutral status. &

Video of the voters forum will be
available soon on public access televi-
sion and smartvoter.org, according to
the organizers.

—
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AUTY SALON

“Your Hair Color Specialist”

20% Off

Any Hair Color Service

Introducing “Shellac”
A chip-free nail polish
that will last you 2 weeks.

3040 Woodside Rd. Woodside Ca
650.851.7103

www.imagesofwoodside.com

First time client only. Offer ends Nov. 1st, 2010.

REAL ESTATE

Q&A ~

by Gloria Darke

AS IS SALE

L

Dear Gloria, I recently sold my house,
which is only 15 years old, in a fairly
short period of time. The offer came
in at a good price and with only an
inspection contingency. It also stated
that the buyer would take it“asis”. Thad
already done all the presale inspections
and actually remedied most of the items
on the inspection report, which were all
fairly minor.

After having another inspection done,
the buyer came back to me and wanted
either a credit or to have me do additional
work on the house. What good is “as is” if
they don’t take it “as is?”

Jerry D., Portola Valley

Dear Jerry, Although it doesnt sound as
if you put the “as is” clause in the contract
but rather the buyer did, as is only covers
defects or issues with the property which
have already been disclosed, either by your
inspection or by your sellers disclosure.
If the second inspector finds something
that the first inspector either missed or did
not consider a defect, this becomes new

information, which the buyer can either
accept, ask that the seller do the necessary
work to repair or renegotiate the contract.
You did not state if the work the buyer
wanted done was minor in scope or not;
however, both buyer and seller need to take
a deep breath and consider the possible
outcomes — one, for the buyer to request
repairs and two, for the seller to refuse to
do the repairs (obviously there are others
such as the contact falling apart.) Buyers are
looking long and hard at properties prior to
making an offer and may have put several
months in to finding just the right house
prior to making the offer. They are missing
the bigger picture if it is a minor item that
they can easily take care of. Even if it is
more of a major financial fix, do they really
want to lose the house over this? For you as
the seller, you must ask yourself the same
questions; in this market, you got lucky or
else had a special and well priced home
(maybe both) and do you want to start all
over again with another buyer who may
have the same issues, offer a lower price or
need financing,

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me at gdarke@apr.
com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a freemarket analysis of your property.

\ Valid thru participating stylist only. )

sTaNFOorD LIVELY

ARTS

zolo — zoll SEASON

SEASON STARTS NEXT WEEK!

.OPENING NIGHT!

KRONOS QUARTET
CANTABILE YOUTH SINGERS

WEDNESDAY 13

OCTOBER, 8 PM

Seeking “equilibrium in the midst of imbalance,” in Kronos founder David
Harrington’s words, the celebrated quartet presents Awakening, a musical
meditation inspired by the anniversary of 9/11, drawing on the world-spanning
perspectives from Argentina, Finland, Iraq, Iran, and beyond.

» )

PUNCH BROTHERS
FEATURING CHRIS THILE

ST. LAWRENCE
STRING QUARTET

FRI 15 OCT, 8 PM

SUN 24 OCT, 2:30 PM

Mandolinist Chris Thile and fellow
acoustic virtuosos appear on the heels of
anew CD, Antifogmatic.

SLSQ performs works by Schumann,
Elgar, and Haydn, joined by pianist
Stephen Prutsman.

TOSHI REAGON
& BIGLovely

FRI 29 OCT, 8 PM

GAMELAN
CUDAMANI
SUN 7 NOV, 2:30 PM

With sensual vocals and infectious
hooks, Reagon explores folk, blues,
vintage rock, and more.

One of Bali’s premier ensembles
presents “Bamboo to Bronze,” a dazzling
performance of music and dance.

PLUS: Bang on a Can All-Stars (11.5), Sankai Juku: Tobari (11.9),
Christian McBride (11.13), Takdcs Quartet (12.3), Chanticleer (12.9),
Emanuel Ax (1.12), Rennie Harris Puremovement (1.22) & MANY MORE!

TICKETS: livelyarts.stanford.edu | 650-725-ARTS
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By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

fthere are blessings to be had
Ifor reducing one’s fossil fuel

consumption, Christ Epis-
copal Church in Portola Valley
will surely win some over the
next 25 years.

The recently installed roof-
mounted 20 kilowatt solar panel
system is expected to produce
each year more electricity than
the church uses and reduce
annual emissions of carbon
dioxide, a greenhouse gas, by the

Blessings from above at éhrist hurch

equivalent of a mid-sized car not
driving 818,000 miles, according
to a statement by church spokes-
man Matthew Burt.

The church community
worked for several years to
arrange for the purchase and
installation of the 92 solar pan-
els, which were blessed on Sun-
day, Sept. 12, by the rector, the
Rev. Mitch Lindeman, during a
ribbon cutting, system turn-on
and barbecue.

A group of 12 parishioners, led
by church board member Tim

Solar panels at
Christ Episcopal
Church are
expected to
generate more
power per year
than the church
can use.

Photo by Michelle Le
/The Almanac

McAdam, founded “Powered by
the Son,” a limited liability cor-
poration used to win federal and
state incentives and the right to
depreciate the cost of the panels,
Mr. Burt said. Upon recouping
the return on its investment, the
corporation plans to donate the
panels to the church.

The church, located at 815 Por-
tola Road, expects to save
$250,000 it would have normally
spent on energy costs over the
lifetime of the system, Mr. Burt
said. &

Menlo Park school ¢

Menlo Park’s German-American
International School joined other
schools around the world Sept. 21
in celebrating the United Nations-

elebrates Peace Day

declared International Peace Day.

The school held an assembly,
incorporating peace messages into
performing and visual arts. This

event ended with students observ-
inga moment of silence, accompa-
nied by a peace prayer.

Founded in 1988, the German-
American School is located at 275
Elliott Drive in Menlo Park.

MARCONI\SOCIETY

ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM

Understanding ' The Innovation Ecosystem
Moderated by Nicholas Sullivan, author of *Yox Can Hear Me Now”

FRIDAY-QOCTOBER 15
SAM. TO 1 PM.

At SRI International, 333 Ravenswood Avenue, Menlo Park, CA

Pricing (includes continental breakfast and box lunch)
$50 — General Admission ® $20 — Students with valid ID

Registration www.marconisociety.org

For more information, contact Hatti Hamlin, Sr. V.P. of Programs
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Blues festival canceled
for lack of volunteers

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

and maintain open space

within its boundaries, the
town of Portola Valley has been
raising money every September
by means of a blues concert, but
that heretofore reliable mojo has
done gone, or so it appears.

September is over and the
Blues & Barbecue Festival, a
concert featuring live music and
a sit-down meal outside at Town
Center, did not happen, will not
be happening this year, and may
not happen next
year.

There weren’t
enough volun-
teers to bring
it off. It’s the
second time the
festival has been
canceled since the first one in
1997. The other was in 1998,
when again the volunteers didn’t
step up, Town Manager Angie
Howard said.

This festival is the responsibil-
ity of the Community Events
Committee, one of 17 citizen
groups that report to the Town
Council on community mat-
ters. The events committee also
organizes the town picnic in
June and a holiday party for vol-
unteers in December. This past
summer brought new duties at
Town Center: at least two out-
door concerts and an outdoor
movie.

In the last seven years, the
blues festival has raised an
average of $58,000 per vyear,
according to town records. In
recent years, proceeds have
twice reached $79,000. This
money, plus about $250,000
annually from a 2 percent util-
ity users tax, goes to a restricted
fund for the acquisition of open
space. As of July, the fund had a
balance of $2.8 million, accord-
ing to the 2010-11 budget.

A message on the town’s web-
site announced the five-person
committee’s decision. “Blues
& Barbecue 2010 has been
cancelled due to a shortage of
volunteers,” it read. “If you've
enjoyed Blues & Barbecue in
years past and would like to see
its return in 2011, we encourage
you to consider volunteering
some of your time and ener-
gies.”

How much time? How much
energy?

Putting on the festival — and
the picnic and the holiday party
— “requires a very significant
uptick of (extra) people” who
can meet deadlines and work

In its quest for funds to buy

The event was a major
fundraiser for open space
acquisition.

H PORTOLA VALLEY

methodically, said Council-
woman and committee liaison
Ann Wengert. “It’s a worker
committee of the first magni-
tude. We need people who can
and are really ready to roll up
their sleeves.”

Events committee Chair
Michael Bray did not respond
to a request for an interview.

The day of the festival requires
about 100 person-hours spread
among 83 individual tasks,
including setting up the event,
tending beverage bars and the
will-call table,
and gofer
duties, accord-
ing to the com-
mittee’s web-
site. The bar-
tending jobs go
to people who
have volunteered for more than
one job.

Ahead of the festival, a dozen
people spend about 30 hours
handling voice- and e-mail,
assembling ticket packets for
will-call, receiving rented items
such as tables and dishware,
and preparing centerpieces for
the tables. Then there’s cleanup
when it’s over.

To ease the burden, the mun-
dane routines are computerized
to the extent possible and the
whole thing is very tightly man-
aged, Ms. Wengert said.

This year, she said, the com-
mittee lost several longtime
members and many people from
the corps of extras. “It was like
a perfect storm of (those losses)
hitting relatively quickly,” she
said. “One of the things that we
really don’t want to lose in this
embedded knowledge.”

Why the shortage?

Losing embedded knowledge,
if that were to happen, would be
a new problem for Portola Val-
ley, which has had a deep tradi-
tion of volunteerism going back
to its first years.

“So many people are so over-
booked now on their time com-
mitments, and this is one that
requires time,” Ms. Wengert
said. “We were all disappointed.
Everybody is disappointed.”

Nevertheless, she took pains
to point out, the question raised
is not exclusively how to protect
the tradition of volunteerism,
but where the community is in
2010 with respect to the giving
of its time.

“I think it’s (the council’s) job
to make sure we understand
what the community wants,”
she said. &
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Council plans interim city manager

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

n interim city manager will
A‘tm overseeing Town Hall

in Atherton while the City
Council sorts through resumes
and eventually engages a citizens
committee to help interview
candidates to replace departing
City Manager Jerry Gruber, who
is leaving on Oct. 22 for a position
in Cambria, California.

The City Council talked the
matter over in a special meet-
ing on Thursday, Sept. 30,
sandwiched in between discus-
sions about candidates for code
enforcement officer, building
official and city attorney.

The council, in a unanimous
vote, agreed to have Mayor Kathy
McKeithen and Councilman
Jim Dobbie solicit resumes for
an interim manager for review
by the entire council in a special
meeting on Oct. 16, a Saturday.
A notice similar to the one used
to hire Mr. Gruber will go up
Monday, Oct. 4, at CalOpps.org,
an online clearinghouse for gov-
ernment job openings, he said.

It may be six months before
the council decides on a perma-
nent replacement from among
resumes gathered by an executive
recruiter, Mr. Gruber said in an
interview.

The process is expected to
include citizens committee inter-
views of council-chosen finalists
from what is hoped to be as many
as 100 applicants.

Fresh eyes

Councilwoman Elizabeth
Lewis wanted citizens involved
from the get-go by having them
write a job description for the
new manager.

“I'think now is the time for true
transparency in our process,” she

B ATHERTON

said. “T want to surround myself
with the bright spots of the com-
munity who know more than
me.”

Hiring a recruiter? “That is not
going to work,” Ms. Lewis said.
“Atherton is at a crossroads right
now. ... I think that Atherton has
entered into an era that we need

A citizens committee is
expected to interview

council-chosen finalists

for the permanent post.

to put away the old way of doing
things.”

An interim manager hired
from the outside would have to
be brought up to speed, Coun-
cilman Charles Marsala noted.
Why not have Assistant City
Manager Eileen Wilkerson fill
in until a permanent choice is
made?

An outsider will bring a fresh
and possibly impartial perspec-
tive, Councilman Jerry Carlson
said, and Mayor Kathy McK-
eithen and Councilman Jim
Dobbie agreed. “Make the job
very, very attractive,” Mr. Dobbie
added.

The town needs a good interim
manager, Mayor McKeithen said.
“One of the most important
things is that we are not rushed,”
she added. “We need to make
sure that we do this right.”

Make the job very, very attrac-
tive? The town can’t afford it,
said resident and former private
sector CEO Jon Buckheit. “We
can’t afford to pay a city man-
ager $500,000 to get the right city

The Almanac, in its Sept. 29
issue, ran an earlier version of
astory about the resignation of
Atherton City Manager Jerry
Gruber that did not contain
the comments below from an
Almanac interview on Sept.
27.

Mr. Gruber, who is resigning
effective Oct. 22, said he has
taken a job as utilities manager
of the Cambria Community
Services District.

Mr. Gruber, who came on
board as Atherton city man-
ager in early 2008, said he
was hired for the Cambria
job in the expectation that he
will replace the district’s cur-
rent general manager in June
2012.

Mr. Gruber has owned a

Jerry Gruber comments on his departure

home in the
Cambria
area, just
south  of
San Simeon,
since 2005,
according
to a written
announce-
ment from
Atherton
Town Hall.

“It’s been fun here,” he said
in the interview. “It really
has. I'm a better person for all
that I've experienced here in
Atherton. I feel like I'm leav-
ing on a really positive note.
... [ think we’re in better shape
fiscally and organization-
ally than when I came here in
2008.”

Jerry Guber

manager here.”

Better to skip recruiters —
“Recruiters are crooks,” he said
— and look in Atherton. A resi-
dent will come cheaper and have
a vested interest in the town’s
welfare, he said.

Another option bandied about
is having government run more
like business. That’s a serious
consideration for Ms. McKei-
then. “Maybe it’s time for gov-
ernment to run like a business,”
she said. “Maybe a business man
or woman would be good for this
town.”

Council candidate Bill Widmer
seconded that notion. “I believe
we need to bring some business
practices to the town,” he told the
council. “I think it’s important
that we are open to these kinds of
thoughts and these types of
people when we’re making the
selection.” B

@xpress

Get daily local news updates

FREE

in your e-mail inbox.
Sign up today at
TheAlmanacOnline.com

rethink

SUSTAINABILITY

Sustainability.
What can we do?

www.RethinkSustainability.com

650.854.0559

THE HEART OF EUROPE POLISH CUISINE

We provide catering services for your parties.
We can prepare dishes form our menus or your special requests.
Service is available for breakfasts, lunches and dinners on any occasion.

The restaurant is available mornings upon request for
business to business meetings or private brunches.
Lunch: Tues- Sat 11:30am - 2:00 pm
Dinner: Tues- Sat 5:00 pm - 9:30 pm, Sun 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm
®

For Reservations or Catering Service Please E-mail
bonarestaurant@gmail.com or

Call 650.328.2778
651-H Maloney Street, Menlo Park

=GARDINAL RULES!

~—

OWENWARECGIC!

STANFORD

FOOTBAL|

WHAT'S YOUR DEAL 3-GAME
MINI PLANS START AT $85!

(includes the USC game and your choice of two other home games)

Next Home Game October 9 — 5:00 PM

STANFORD VS. USG

Don’t miss the FREE pregame Fan Fest!

GET TICKETS BY CALLING 1-800-STANFORD
OR VISIT GOSTANFORD.COM
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WOODSIDE D ] CCANN .
Upholstery Cleaning o)
VILLAGE CHURCH Expert color matching CONSTRUCTION, INC. C?lebratlon Of
and re-dyeing GENERAL CONTRACTOR Blll Lane
Oct. 7, Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. We can repair leather, icense #907800
Outside only 8 a.m. vinyl, fabrics & plastic * ProJecT MANAGEMENT continued from page 3
Even pet damage and burns! e Custom HEw Homes
Oct. 8, Friday 9 a.m. - noon FREE ESTIMATES * MOBILE SERVICE * Room AppiTions
Outside .onl}ll 8 a.m. © SECOND STORIES Mr. Lane, said Ambassador Kir_n
“Doll E‘Er}’gnsn% /21 {)rlce e MasTer Suites Kitchens | Beazley, who represents Australia
0 ar-a—Chag ; é e g.m. - noon o BATHROOMS in Washington, D.C., “is the only
urch Grounds 6 90 year old that I know who would
3154 Woodside Road 4 consider his life’s work only half
Woodside Agg';%ggb %or}e.’(’l SMr. Larg: rebpresgnte}cll 1the
SILICON VALLEY nited States in Canberrain the late
650.851.1587 o 1aee (650) 482-9090 1980s.
ST F oo HAY) Menlo Park, CA “Bill Lane was, above all, a man
RAIN OR SHINE

www.flbrenew.com/silicon.valley | | wyyw,pJMCCANNCONSTRUCTION.COM | of the West,” said David Kennedy
a co-director of the Bill Lane Cen-
ter for the American West on the
Stanford campus. “It is most fitting
that this memorial service is tak-
ing place on the campus he loved.
(The university and Mr. Lane) have
done more than simply embody the
West. They have shaped it as well.”

“God bless your wondrous West,”
Mr. Kennedy intoned. “Tt will feel
emptier without you.”

Mr. Lane, as regulars at Por-
tola Valley Town Council meetings
know, did not rest on his larger

achievements, but poured his ener-
VOte fo r B I L L on N ov. 2 gy and love of democracy in action
into matters involving the town he

BILL

WIDMER

Atherton Council
Budget-minded Independent Listening Leader

BILL Widmer is well qualified to serve on our Town Council helped to found.
. He loved the give and take and
¢ 14 Year Atherton Resident did not avoid matters of contro-
e Atherton Audit & Finance Committees versy said Mayor Steve Toben, “Bill
i would take a position, but always
e Member, Atherton Parcel Tax Committee gently and always with respect for

. . . different points of view;” Mr. Tob:

* 30 years Corporate Management & Financial Experience aid. “The constant renewal of
e Mediation & Dispute Resolution Experience democracy was (to Mr. Lane) nota

. . . labor but a joy.”
e MBA from Texas Christian University In memory of Mr. Lane’s habit of
. . i carryinga pocket version of the U.S.
e Eagle Scout; AYSO; Nativity Church Constitution in his jacket pocket,
. . . . . copies like his were available at
BILL Widmer is focused on Atherton’s most important issues: tables outside when the ceremony
came to a close with a bagpiper
Issue BILLs Position playing Amazing Grace, a classic

. . N — ) American spiritual.
Financial Stability Stop Deficit Spending The family asks that in lieu of
. . flowers, gifts in Mr. Lane’s name
DGVGlOp Realistic 5 Year Plan can be made to the Peninsula Open
. . Space Trust, the California Parks
ngh Speed Rail Halt or Re-route Foundation, the Yosemite Conser-
No Benefits for Athertonians vancy, or the Portola Valley Open
) Space Acquisition Fund. &
Litigation Mediate to Reduce Expense

Develop “Residents First” Attitude

Police Department Ensure Cost Effectiveness; prress

Establish Oversight Committee

Town Management Hire New Experienced Town Manager Get local
and Building Official news updates
Communications Use Technology to Engage FREE

Residents & Establish Accountability ) )
_ _ _ _ _ in your e-mail
BILL Widmer has the business background, financial expertise, inbox daily.

leadership skills and vision to lead Atherton. Expect More Sign up today

Vote for BILL on Nov. 2 at

www.Bill4Atherton.com TheAlmanacOnline.com

Paid for by Bill Widmer 4 Atherton Council 2010

10 m The Almanac = October 6, 2010



L%ﬂ Palo Alto Medical Foundation CO mmun ity H ea |th

A Sutter Health Affiliate

Community Based, Not For Profit Ed u cati on P Yo g rams

Palo Alto Center
795 El Camino Real

Lecture and Workshops 650-853-4873 Mountain View Center
Hypertension, Salt and Chronic Kidney Disease 701 E. El Camino Real

Bay Area Association of Kidney Patients

Presented by Toby Gottheiner, M.D., PAMF Nephrology Lecture and Workshops 650-934-7373
Sunday, Oct. 3,1t04 p.m., 650-323-2225 Medicare and You

A Conversation With...Connie Corales
Wednesday, Oct. 6, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Sunnyvale Public Library, Sunnyvale

Understanding Medicare, Medigaps,

Medicare Advantage and the Drug Plans

Presented by Don Rush, volunteer counselor for Health
Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program (HICAP)
Tuesday, Oct. 12, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Your Baby’s Doctor
Thursday, Oct. 14, 7 to 9 p.m.

Preparing for Seasonal Travel
Presented by Norma Morrison, M.D.,
PAMF Travel Medicine

Wednesday, Oct. 27, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

HMR Weight Management Program 650-404-8260
Free orientation session. Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., and Thursdays, 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Living Well Classes 650-853-2960
Functional Spine Training

First Monday of each month, 5 to 6:30 p.m. .
Living Well Classes 650-934-7373

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes 650-853-2961 Ash Kickers Smoking Cessation Mind/Body Stress Management
Adult Weight Healthy Eating Type 2 Diabetes Starts Tuesday, Oct. 12, 6 to 7:30 p.m.  Starts Monday, Oct. 18, 7 to 9 p.m.
Management Group Third Wednesday of every other month, . .
Thursdays, 5:30 to 7 p.m. 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Nutrltlo.n and Plabetes Classes 650-93_4-7177
L . . . New Weigh of Life: Prediabetes
Bariatric Nutrition SMA Gestational Diabetes Adult Weight Management Program  Third Thursday of each month, 2 to 4
First Tuesday of each month, Wednesdays, 2 to 4 p.m. (Pre-assessment required prior to p.m. Fourth Tuesday of each month,
10:30 a.m. to noon Prediabetes Starting C|aSS) 3to5p.m.
Living Well with Diabetes First Monday of the month, Mondays starting Oct. 4 for 12 weeks, g oot Success
Tuesdays, 4:30 to 7 p.m., or Fridays, 9 to 11:30 a.m., and third Wednesday of 6to 7:15 p.m. T e T e s
9:30 a.m. to noon every other month, 4:30 to 7 p.m. Also in Heart Smart Class Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to noon
e Redwood Shores, fOl.,Ir'th Wednesday of Second Tuesday of each month,
Third and fourth Tuesday of every other month, V&Y other month, 9:30/to 81p.m. 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
5:3010 8:30 p.m. Diabetes Class (two-part class)
Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. to noon and
Pregnancy, Breastfeeding & Child Care Classes Wednesdays, 2 to 4:30 p.m.
Preparing for Birth Breastfeeding: Secrets for Success . .
650-853-2960 Thursday, Oct. 28, 7 to 9 p.m., Pregnancy, Breastfeeding and Child Care Classes
Saturdays, Oct. 2, 9 & 16, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 650-853-2960 Breastfeeding Your Newborn OB Orientation
Wednesdays, Oct. 6 — Nov. 10 Feeding Dynamics: Monday or Tuesday, Oct. 4, 5, 11, Wednesday or Thursday, Oct. 14, 20,
7t09:15 p.m. Raising Healthy & Happy Eaters! Nov. 1 or 2, 6:30 to 9 p.m. 28 or Nov. 4, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Thursdays, Nov. 4 — Dec. 16, 7 to 9:15 p.m.  (for parents of children aged 0 - 6) Baby Care Introduction to Solids
650-853-2961 Oct. 5, 23 — Nov. 2, Tuesday/Wednes-  Monday, Oct. 18, 10:30 a.m. to noon
Introduction to Solids (ages 0 — 1) day, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Saturday, What to Expect with Your Newborn

10 a.m. to noon

Feeding Your Toddler (ages 1 — 3) Tuesday, Oct. 19, 7 to 8 p.m.
Feeding Your Preschooler (ages 3 - 6) Feeding Your Toddler Childbirth Preparation
| - Offered in Palo Alto and Los Altos, please Tuesday, Oct. 5, 7 to 9 p.m. Oct. 1, 2, 14 — Nov. 5, 6; Thursday,
B~ call for dates. Infant Emergencies and CPR 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., Friday, 6 to 9 p.m.,
l.\ Wednesday, Oct. 6, 20 & Nov. 3, and Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon
k-.k,_ ’ 6108:30 p.m. For all, register online or call
Preparing for Baby 650-934-7373.
Tuesday, Oct. 12, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Support Groups
Bariatric Diabetes Healing Imagery ~ Kidney Free Appointments 650-934-7373
650-281-8908 650-224-7872 for Cancer Patients  650-323-2225 HICAP Counseling
Cancer Drug and Alcohol ~ 650-799-5512 Multiple Sclerosis Advance Health Care Directive Counseling
650-342-3749 650-853-2904 650-328-0179 General Social Services (visits with our social worker)

Support Groups 650-934-7373
AWAKE Bariatric Surgery Breastfeeding

For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures
and health education resources, visit: pamf.org.
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JOLENE WHITLEY

. N EWS
Hair Replacement
1L1e40 Simply the Best Quality
g b Sl ok e e . °
e home.” Hair Systems Cutting cost
Redwood City - San Mateo - San Jose f or Men & Women
Modern Solutions For: Of COde
" * Genetic Hair Loss f
When you * Alopecia & Chemotherapy
104 bout « Celebrity Extensions © Toppers en Orcement
ors “m'm!' you care about, « Hair Pieces * Integration « Wigs
needs assistance... Private and Free Consultation By Dave Boyce
- Almanac Staff Writer
you can count on us (650) 341 2195 . . C
L ) l ike all California cities and
to be there. m towns, Atherton has a munic-

Stylish yet Affordable pal code meant to take care
of matters such as the incessant
San Carlos 654 Laurel Street

650-620-9900 barking of a dog or the fate of a her-
www.victoriabracha.com itage tree or whether it is acceptable
to operate a backhoe on a weekday
after 5 p.m. (Itis not.)
RE'ELECTIJIM[DOBBIE

concern, the question before the

City Council on Thursday, Sept.
30, was how to enforce the code for
less than the currentannual cost of
VOT E Fo R J I M Do B B I E o N N ov 2 $57,000 for a consultant to do eight
= hours of enforcement work per

week. By a unanimous vote, the
council approved soliciting new

Hair DEsigN

Call now (650) 839-2273 1660 S.Amphlett Blvd.

Suite #201, San Mateo
www.jwhair.com

JIM IS QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED, INVOLVED AND ACCESSIBLE: proposals for such services.
) / In the discussion leading up to
* Atherton Resident 16 years ' - the vote, Councilwoman Eliza-
* Chairman (former), Atherton General Plan Committee > - beth Lewis’ suggestion of having
] ) ) o - police officers handle it, as is done
* Vice Chairman (former), Atherton Planning Commission » in Menlo Park, raised arguments
* Elected Atherton Town Council 2008; Vice Mayor, Atherton 2010 : for and against.
] ) ) | . | Police officers don’t know the
* 40 years of Corporate management and financial experience - ' municipal code, Councilman
* Electrical engineering degrees from Glasgow and Arizona State Universities | ' Jim Dobbie said. He added that
iy he does hear from residents every
week about code violations. “We
DURING JIM’S YEARS ON THE ATHERTON COUNCIL can just walk around and see the
. . . . . rules being broken all over the
he has been deeply involved in, and/or responsible for, the following accomplishments: place,” he said.

Resident Gene Elsb ted
* Reduced Town expenses to help approach balanced budget thate Séofiré Vioelgteionss ﬁz‘e,enge:n

» Changed Town'’s investment policy to reduce risk a regular occurrence in connec-
. . tion with a home construction
* Opposed refunding road impact fees project on Fletcher Drive. Over

* Examined outsourcing Town services with minimum impact on Residents the summer, 18-wheeled dump
trucks crept up the winding road

before 8 a.m. and back down
after 5 p.m., he said.

LOOKING AHEAD, JIM KNOWS Atherton is facing many important and complex issues, including: Clll_;(;IIZS ﬁ;ﬂsifa ;tnd(ﬁﬂr{,f}lltrzfer;
* Balancing the Budget asked, for a police officer to tell

. . . someone that weekend work is
* Opposing High Speed Rail not allowed or that its past time

* Hiring a new Town Manager, Attorney and Building Dept. Manager to be operating a backhoe.
Mayor Kathy McKeithen com-
mented that using police offi-

¢ |nitiated programs to limit Builder-Developer construction time

* Reducing Litigation Expense

* Ensuring Superior Police Services cers is not without costs and
that uniformed officers at the

door would be chilling to resi-
JIM DOBBIE has the business management and financial experience, love of Atherton, dents who expect complaints

familiarity with Town activities and in-depth understanding of the issues to ensure that L‘;igﬁb};i?flfﬁi;ﬁ ifnsvréﬁfll‘;g;
Atherton’s quality of life is enjoyed now and preserved for future generations. please” approach.

“Officers should not be per-
ceived as a threat,” countered Ms.

JIM DOBBIE Lewis. “They should be perceived

is qualified, experienced, involved and accessible. as our friends (and) protectors.”
Besides, she added, they can do

the job in plain clothes.
J I M Do B BI E There are important privacy
concerns, said resident Jon Buck-
ATHERTON COUNCIL heit during public comment.

Once inside, an officer can do a

RE-ELECT JIM DOBBIE ON NOV. 2 search-and-seizure if he or she
www.reelectjimdobbie_com sees something to justify it. “It

really creates a tense situation,”
Paid for by Re-elect Jim Dobbie, Atherton Council 2010 he said.
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FIFTY-FIFTH SEASON
2010-11 Jost Luis MoscovicH

GENERAL DIRECTOR

LA FORZA pe. DESTINO

Giuseppe Verdi

Michel Singher, cond
David F. Ostwald, dir

0. Chermisheva
P. Martinez

G. Manro

P. Graham

M. Detwiler
C.King

A.Mena

D. Galpin

B. Kynard

- ..II. i
&§ ¥ Get your tickets now!

5,17, 23, 24, 201G

passionate...
powerful...
inspiring...

Lucie Stern Theatre - Palo Alto

BAY 1 GULF

i food and wing event
]
WATERKEEPER®ALLIANCE BAYKE E PE R.

A Bay Areas Fundraiser
~ To Help The;
“Save; Qur Gulf Fund®

Sunday, October 24, 2010
3:00 - 6:00 PM

Rosewood Sand Hill
2825 Sand Hill Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Participating Wineries
Ridge | Varner | Cobb | Far Niente | Coterie
Cellars | Dolce | Nickel & Nickel | Beltramos
Talley | Schloss Gobelsburg | Miner Family

Participating Chefs & Artisans
Madera | Manresa | Marche | Oracle/Robbie
Lewis | Andante Dairy | Ubuntu/Carl Swanson

Baia Nicchia Farms | Prima Sausage

LT s

kets availan!
WWAV.DayTor

FREE KITCHEN COUNTERTOP
WITH ANY CABINETRY PURCHASE!

*See store for details.

IF YOUR KITCHEN NEEDS AN UPGRADE, NOW’S THE PERFECT TIME TO REMODEL.
The Cabinet Center is a full-service design showroom, offering you step-by-step guidance

from concept to completion. Call or visit us today for your free design consultation.

THE CABINET CENTER

CUSTOM DESIGNED FOR THE WAY YOU LIVE

633 LAUREL STREET, SAN CARLOS MON. - SAT. 10-5

WWW.THECABINETCENTER.COM

650.654.8832

Q
o
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A~ %

»Mo

eDO
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#9  Workshop Series by Harrell Remodeling

Your Forever Home

Universal Design and Remodeling

Our Certified Aging in Place Specialist/Designers
will provide an overview of Universal Design, ideas,
products and solutions for your home. Are you a
baby boomer, have aging parents or are a multi-
generational family living under one roof? This
workshop is designed with you in mind!

n Topics to include: exterior access, interior space
planning and specific design elements for your
kitchen and bathrooms.

n Create a space that is safe and comfortable for all
ages and abilities that reflects your personal style
and taste. Whether your home’s occupants are 4 or |
84, it can be remodeled to fit you and your family's
needs and lifestyle.

n Gain knowledge and inspiration as we review
completed projects and specific features needed to
ensure your home is designed for living and can be
your home for life.

Thursday, October 14

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Registration and light dinner at 6:15pm

Harrell Remodeling Design Center, Mountain View

Saturday, October 16

9:30 am - 12:00 noon
Registration and light breakfast at 9:15 am
Harrell Remodeling Design Center, Mountain View

Harrell RemudeTinu

Design + Build

License: B479799
QOur Design Center is 85% solar powered.

For more information on this class call or go online today

We never forget it’s your home.®

Harrell Remodeling Design Center
1954 Old Middlefield Way
Mountain View, CA 94043
(650) 230-2900
harrell-remodeling.com
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Shop Local

Good for Business. Good for You.
Good for the Community.

the rich diversity of
Menlo Park businesses at

ShopMenloPark.com,

the new online guide to all When you shop locally, good things happen to make our community stronger:

local businesses featuring e Sales tax dollars, which fund schools and local e You reduce your carbon footprint by not driving
listings, customer opinions, services, stay in the community. outside the community to shop.

web links, photos, maps, e You help to sustain the unique and diverse businesses e And when you shop at locally owned businesses,

coupons, special deals, gift that make our shopping areas vibrant. you also support our friends and neighbors who are
certificates, promotional . running these businesses, donating to community
* You show how much you value the expertise events and causes, hiring our kids and getting

of these businesses and the quality service they involved in making Menlo Park a better place.
much more. offer their customers.

event listings and

Introducing

Learn more about the value
of locally owned businesses
at ShopMenloPark.com

ShopMenloPark is also available
in a mobile version.

A community collaboration
brought to you by

;ﬁﬁk\ n.Almanac %

For more information
call 650.223.6509
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Remaking Woodside Library

LIBRARY

continued from page 5

which is facing a significant struc-
tural deficit, might try to redirect
some of these funds. “Every-
body’s trying to grab everybody
else’smoney,” he said. “This is the
sport of the day.”

The collection of revenues for
libraries is specified in an agree-
ment among JPA members: the
county and 11 cities and towns,
Town Manager Susan George
said. To amend that agreement
with respect to distribution
of revenues would require the
approval of a two-thirds majority
of JPA members, a scenario Ms.
George said would be unlikely.

The Menlo Park Library is
independent of this JPA, but like
all public libraries in the county,
belongs to the Peninsula Library
System and shares books through

CUSTOM

STYLE AND

SOLUTIONS
EVERY

inter-library loans.

The overall goals of the rede-
sign include flexibility as needs
change and economical and sus-
tainable operation. The physical
footprint of the library will not
change significantly and is “very
adequate” for the size of the com-
munity, the architects said.

The new bathrooms will com-
ply with federal law on accessibil-
ity for the disabled.

The plan included solar panels
for the roof, but that has been
scrubbed as being not cost-effec-
tive.

The council is likely to revisit
the proposal around February. “It
looks like a great project,” Coun-
cilman Ron Romines said. &

Go to is.gd/fAmbn (case sensi-
tive) to view the proposal. The plans
include comments and suggestions
from the Woodside community.

FOR EVERY
BUDGET

V VALET

CUSTOM CABINETS & CLOSETS

OUR PENINSULA SHOWROOMS HAVE CONSOLIDATED.
VISIT US AT OUR NEWLY EXPANDED AND RENOVATED
CAMPBELL SHOWROOM. THE BAY AREA'S LARGEST!

CERTIFIED GREEN

CAMPBELL SHOWROOM ¢ 1190 DELL AVENUE

WWW.VALETCUSTOM.COM
SINCE 1973

LICENSE #782217 o

HOME
WALL

OFFICES
BEDS

CLOSETS

408.370.1041
FORMERLY EURODESIGN

MEDIA CENTERS
GARAGES

Manjul S. Dixit, MD, FAAAALI has moved her practice from Menlo Medical
Clinic to Atherton Square.
Convenient hours 12 pm-8pm and ample parking,.

Services Include: * Allergic Rhinitis ® Asthma ¢ Food Allergy ® Cough ¢ Congestion
¢ Latex ®* Headaches ® and much more...
Please visit our website @ www.AthertonAllergists.com

3301 El Camino Real, Suite 101 ¢ Atherton, CA 94027
(650) 556-9577 * (650) 556-0655 fax
www.AthertonAllergists.com

OUR GOAL IS YOUR FINANCIAL SUCCESS

Call Today To Schedule Your Complimentary Consultation

MARTINTHO

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

¢ Independent
¢ Locally Owned
* Fee Only Advisory Services
* Serving Individuals, Families & Businesses
Who Want Unbiased Professional Advice

Comprehensive Wealth Management Solutions

2221 ElI Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306
www.martinthomaswm.com ¢ 650.617.8808 ¢ info @ martinthomaswm.com
Martin Thomas Wealth Management is an investment adviser registered with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission

Grand Opening!

In Palo Alto

photograph&frame

modular picture framing

www.photographandframe.com
2086 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
650.857.0687

1/2 mile North of Page Mill Road
next to Starbucks
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Song Sundays at Bethany

We invite you to join us for guest musical performances
during our 9:30 a.m. service.

Sunday, October 31
CSMA faculty member Mihail lliev with
CSMA Merit Scholarship student Kyle Liu, Bassoon

Sunday, November 21
Brian Bensing, Flute

Sunday, December 19
Quadre, The Voice of Four Horns

Bethany Lutheran Church
1095 Cloud Avenue, Menlo Park
650.854.5897

Bethany ¢

+H www. hethany—mp.org

LANDSCAPE SERVICES
& MAINTENANCE

Is your home ready for winter?
Drainage Prohlems?
Repair before the rain comes.

Call Today For Free Estimate

— Residential & Commercial —
— Full Landscape Services —

— Design & Construction —
Lic. #835173
“Serving The Peninsula Since 1983”

| (650)465-4629 |

www.FEFLandscapeServices.com

' FEF |

\z

/

LUCILE PACKARD

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

YOUR CHILD’S HEALTH
UNIVERSITY

Provided by Lucile Packard Children‘s Hospital

Your Child’s Health University

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes and seminars designed
to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children.

D ALL ABOUT PREGNANCY

We will offer an overview of pregnancy for the newly pregnant or soon-to-be pregnant
couple. The program will include the physical and emotional changes of pregnancy, comfort
measures for pregnancy, fetal development and growth, pregnancy testing, life changes and

much more. This is a free seminar however space is limited.

- Tuesday, November 9: 7:00 — 9:00 pm

IB CHILD CPR & FIRST AID

Designed for parents and care-givers of children 1 year of age to adolescence, this class
will cover cardio-pulmonary resuscitation techniques, choking and first aid for common

childhood injuries.
- Saturday, November 13: 9:00 am — 12:00 pm

D FETAL AND MATERNAL HEALTH

As part of the Packard Children’s Anniversary Lecture Series please join us for tea and a
special presentation by Dr. Susan Hintz, Medical Director, Packard Center for Fetal and
Maternal Health, and learn more about this unique offering of comprehensive services and
support for complex fetal patients, expectant mothers and families. To reserve a space for

this free lecture, please visit our online calendar.
- Sunday, November 14: 3:00 pm

B PEDIATRIC WEIGHT CONTROL PROGRAM

Join us for a family-based, behavioral and educational weight management program that
promotes healthy eating and exercise habits for overweight children and their families.
More than 80% of children achieve long-term weight loss through this program — and

parents lose weight too!

- New sessions begin soon. For more information call (650) 725-4424.

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.calendar.Ipch.org to register or obtain

more information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

Lucile Packard

Children’s Hospital
at Stanford

VISIT WWW.LPCH.ORG TO SIGN UP FOR CLASSES

N EWS

Allied Arts neighborhood
fence won’t be torn down

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

ood fences make good
Gneighbors, but in Menlo

Park, good neighbors
make for good fences.

The City Council voted 3-2
on Sept. 28 to let a fence in
the Allied Arts neighborhood
remain standing, even though
it enters the city’s right-of-way.

The fence at 900 Cambridge
Ave. has been under conten-
tion since January, according
to homeowner Tom Wandless,
when the public works depart-
ment denied an encroachment
permit.

He and his wife accidentally
built the fence too far from the
property line around their cor-
ner lot in 2004, Mr. Wandless
told the council. The fence
extends 6 feet into the right-of-
way, and also encompasses two
heritage oak trees that belong to
the city.

The couple had already agreed
to move the fence back to their
property line if the city ever
decided to put sidewalks along
Cambridge and therefore need-
ed the right-of-way space.

When asked how encroach-
ments are handled, Deputy City
Manager Kent Steffens told the
council, “We do take it pretty seri-
ously.” The city does not search
for right-of-way violations, he
said, but becomes aware of them
either through complaints, or by
the owners applying for building
permits — which is what hap-
pened in this case.

At least five of Mr. Wandless’s
neighbors sent e-mails to the
council asking them to leave the
fence alone.

“There’s no cause to remove
the fence — it doesn’t block any
views, make the street danger-
ous, or infringe on the street.
It’s simply not a disruption to
our neighborhood,” Andrea and
Steve Cutright wrote. “It’s too
bad that this is taking up city
time — it’s definitely worth
keeping.”

Mayor Rich Cline and Coun-
cilmember Heyward Robin-
son were inclined to let the
fence stay. For once, colleague
Andy Cohen agreed with them,
despite trading barbs with the
mayor during the debate.

“I think the city should always
take the position that this is our
right-of-way, and then have a
hearing to decide it, because
every case is unique,” said Mr.
Cline.

Councilmembers John Boyle
and Kelly Fergusson disagreed.
Mr. Boyle commented on the
necessity of protecting the
city’s right-of-way, noting that
encroachment is one of the city’s
biggest issues on Santa Cruz
Avenue.

“A homeowner is in essence
enlarging their property,” he
said. “Every homeowner in
Menlo Park tomorrow will be
asking for an encroachment
permit and promising to tear it
down if we ever need it; I don’t

See FENCE, page 18
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INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8
Individualized, self-directed program
Rich international and cultural studies
Proven, Montessori approach
State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

www.bowmanschool.org

4000 Terman Drive ® Palo Alto, CA @ Tel: 650-813-9131
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Wasdiide Dy / He Horse

Founded shortly after Pearl
Harbor to help guard our rugged
coast, the Mounted Patrol of
~ San Mateo County
L, evolved into a
k! community

The first horse came to
Woodside and Portola Valley in

1769 with Gaspar de Portola.
They camped

in a nearby valley
and discovered
the Bay. Now the
Woodside horse
population is by
far the largest of
any Peninsula
town.

S [N, WhICh
R 0 AN MATED COONTY ici i
o, participates in
rodeos, equestrian
events, charitable activities and
assists the Sheriff’s search

and rescue team.

The San Mateo County

Sherrif’s Mounted Search

and Rescue Unit consists of

civilians who volunteer their

own time, money and horses for

search and rescue
operations work

The beautiful 100 year old Folger
Stable in Wunderlich Park has been
renovated thanks to the efforts of
over 600 community

donors dedicated

i ! to preserving our
as a team with 3
the Sheriff’'s v h’“--- equestrian
Office and other heritage. Pupho
emergency hgrse b(_nardlng
agencies. will continue a

: century old tradition
© Nancy Dunlop Cawdrey at the Stable.

Ortober 9¢4 2070
“’ “Woodde Sown Ha //

Adults and kids — over 20 clubs and organizations present — learn about horses and riding programs

Wells Fargo Stagecoach Rides * Pony rides * Equine petting zoo * Puppet show
Horsey activities for kids ¢« Watch a blacksmith and equine veterinarian in action

* Woodside Community Museum Exhibit

See over 300 costumed riders along the Woodside Trails in celebration of this year’s theme, “Holidays on Horseback”

Admission Free ¢ 10:00am to 2:30pm
www.Whoa94062.org * whoa94062@sbcglobal.net  650.380.6408

3 UCDAVIS THE st

RH;;{'UE Ei VETERINARY MEDICING DAVIDOW :@?{;
T Fr‘iends Of Cender for Eguine Health WH OA! FAMILY 1%1;.:::,-'”-

Folger Stable

FARGO

THE VILLAGE PUE

««« In gratitude to Bill Lane, the initiator of this ad and a champion for the Woodside Day of the Horse e«
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COMMUNITY

Woodside vaulters selected

for World Equestrian Games

By Samantha Bergeson

Special to the Almanac

hree members of the

Woodside Vaulters eques-

trian vaulting club have
been selected by the U.S. Eques-
trian Team to compete in the
World Equestrian Games, being
held from Sept. 25 to Oct. 10 in
Lexington, Kentucky.

This international compe-
tition in vaulting, which is
essentially gymnastics and cho-
reographed dance on a moving
horse, is held every four years.

Ali Divita, a two-time national
champion, will be compet-
ing as one of the three indi-
vidual women performers. The
21—year—old Redwood City
resident is a student at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley,
and placed first in the Interna-
tional Vaulting Concours earlier
this year.

Katherine Wick, 17, is the first
alternate rider for the woman’s
individual competition. She
won first place in the Prize of
Sparkasse in Aachen, Germany
this past June.

Patrick Stevens, 19, is the
first alternate rider for the men’s
individual competition. Stevens
was the men’s reserve national
champion in 20009.

Other local participants the
from Woodside Vaulters include
Katrina Nibbi, 16, Tessa Divita,
13, and Ellie Gifford, 12. They
are attending as part of the
Friendship Team, a group of
vaulters from across the United

APPLEWOOD
COUPON

-1 I I I I 1T T "

Gluten-Free
I Pizza Now

=T I I T I T 4

\u

)

]

RESTAURANT ¥

Photo by Santa Barbara Pix
Redwood City resident Ali Divita
performs her freestyle vaulting
routine at the Santa Barbara 2010
National Championships.

States. They will demonstrate
vaulting in Kentucky Horse
Park and in downtown Lexing-
ton during the games.

Also competing in the games
are two vaulters from Quito,
Ecuador, hosted by Woodside
Vaulters: Marina Paulina Mar-
tinez Ribadeneira, 17, and Carla
Martinez Restropo, 18. Both
have been training in Woodside
since early August.

Isabelle Parker is head coach
of the Woodside Vaulters.

Go to woodsidevaulters.org
for more information on Wood-
side Vaulters. B

APPLEWOOD
COUPON

L N W W W W W W —

%

These Coupon
Offers are
available Daily I

I Available!

LITLY>

between
2-6pm I

New Hours: Open Mon-Sat 11am — 10pm e Sun 11am —9pm
1001 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (650) 324-3486

www.applewoodpizza.com

18 m The Almanac = October 6, 2010

No-confidence vote on bullet train?

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

hose interested in the

future of high-speed rail

on the Peninsula may
want to attend the Menlo Park
City Council meeting on Tues-
day, Oct. 5.

The council may issue a vote of
“no confidence” on high-speed
rail, or make a formal resolution
opposing the project, as Orange
County did. Council members can
also choose to do nothing.

On Sept. 21 the council voted
to join Palo Alto and Atherton in
a lawsuit challenging the project’s
environmental impact report.

Palo Alto earlier last month also
passed a “no confidence” vote,
based on the rail authority’s flawed
ridership projections, estimated
$42.6 billion construction cost, and
deteriorating community relation-
ships, according to the staff report.

The Menlo Park City Council
meeting begins at 7 p.m. in council
chambers at the Civic Center, 700
Laurel St.

Smoking ban passes

With zero discussion, the Menlo
Park City Council waived a second
reading of the revised smoking
ordinance, thus making the new
laws official. The changes go into
effect Nov. 29.

Major revisions include no more
smoking in outdoor areas like Cafe
Borrone’s patio, unless the busi-
ness owner chooses to set aside a
designated, unenclosed space for
smokers.

While residents can still smoke
within their own apartments, or
while walking in the street, com-
mon use areas of multi-unit hous-
ing will become smoke-free zones,
according to City Attorney Bill
McClure.

“Town Hall’ meetings
on state issues

State Sen. Joe Simitian will dis-
cuss state issues affectinglocal com-
munities, including high-speed

rail, at town hall meetings open to
the public. One meeting is set for
Wednesday, Oct. 6, from 6 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. at Redwood City Council
Chambers, 1017 Middlefield Road
in Redwood City.

Opponents meet
on Proposition 23

Local environmental activists
are holding a meeting at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 13, about Propo-
sition 23, a statewide initiative that
would freeze reduction of green-
house gas emissions in California
until unemployment drops to 2007
levels — essentially reversing the
state’s global warming statute. Prop.
23 will appear on the ballot for the
Nov. 2 elections.

Former Menlo Park mayor Gail
Slocum, who works for PG&E as
an attorney on energy policy, said in
a press release the initiative under-
mines the state’s ability to attract
investors in clean technology.

The meeting will startat 7 p.m. in
the community room at the Menlo
Park Library on Alma Street.

SUPERMAN

continued from page 5

“This is complex information
for a lay audience to absorb, and
the study authors acknowledge in
the appendix that the presenta-
tion of the data is imperfect.

“Over the course of four years,
students will move into and out
of the area, and this isn’t reflected
in the data,” he said.

“Moreover, the study only
documents graduates enrolled
in public colleges in California.
It does not document gradu-
ates enrolled in private colleges
in California, nor public and
private colleges outside of Cali-
fornia, of which Woodside High
has a fair number.”

Except for special-needs stu-
dents, all freshmen entering Wood-
side are registered in college-prep
classes that satisfy the entrance
requirements for the University of
California and the California State

University systems.

“A central focus of Woodside
High is quality college prepara-
tion, and we have established
a college-going culture on our
campus,” he said.

“We know there isn’t a one-
size-fits-all model of a success-
ful school that meets all needs
of all students. Nor is there a
simple or singular solution for
solving the complex problems
of America’s schools.

“We encourage public dialogue
that focuses on ways to improve our
schools while recognizing the com-
plex nature of this undertaking.”

Woodside is one of four compre-
hensive high schools in the Sequoia
Union High School District and
draws students from Redwood City,
East Palo Alto, Woodside, Portola
Valley and Menlo Park.

High school-age students from
East Palo Alto are spread out
among the four Sequoia campuses,
and have a dropout rate estimated

to be about 65 percent.

The Sequoia district once had
a campus in East Palo Alto,
Ravenswood High School, but
closed it in 1976.

Two small charter high schools
and one independent school
currently operate in East Palo
Alto and send nearly all of their
graduates to college.

The four-year-old East Palo
Alto Phoenix Academy, run by
charter operator Aspire Public
Schools, graduated its first class
of 21 seniors in June and all were
accepted by four-year colleges.

The five-year-old Stanford
University-run charter East Palo
Alto Academy High School sends
about 90 percent of its graduates
to two- or four-year colleges.

The 14-year-old independent
Eastside College Preparatory
School, which runs a sixth-
through-12th-grade program, has
100 percent of its graduates
accepted to four-year colleges. B

You are invited to the Mission Hospice Fall Gala

J uck, Be & Lady |<night

An elegant 1950s Casino Night Dinner Dance

Saturday, October 30 ¥ 6pm

Westin Hotel, Millbrae

Tickets $125 ¥ 6y0-554-1000

Hosted by the Mission Hospice Auxiliary.
Proceeds will support patients who cannot afford hospice care.
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Women’s health
event in Atherton

Ten doctors associated with
Sequoia Hospital are giving out
free medical advice on a range
of womenis health issues at an
all-day event at Menlo Circus
Club in Atherton on Saturday,
Oct. 16.

Peninsula Urology Center
of Atherton and Sequoia
Hospital are cosponsor-
ing the second annual 2010
Womenis Heath Confer-
ence.

Available to the first 150
women who sign up, the con-
ference will start at 8:30 a.m.
with a continental break-
fast, followed by 30-minute
presentations and question-
and-answer periods with
each specialist. Lunch will
be served. The sessions are
expected to end at 3 p.m.

Internist Denise Brown will
moderate the speakers who plan
to talk about these topics in this
order: Urologist Chris Threatt,
“Urinary incontinence, the 15
minute cure”; internist Sean
Bourke, “Why wait to lose
weight? Food for thought and
health”; plastic surgeon Jane
Weston, “Restoring our bod-
ies/restoration and rejuvena-
tion”; cardiologist Mary Lar-
son, “Women’s and men’s heart
disease”; endocrinologist Sher-
na Madan, “Update on hor-
mone replacement therapy”;
oncologist Jelena Kao, “Breast
cancer screening, risk factors
and prevention”; obstetrician
and gynecologist Elaine Chien,
“Too much bleeding? What is
normal, what is not?”; urologist
Dieter Bruno, “Always looking
for a bathroom? Treatments
for an overactive bladder”; and
psychologist Nancy Coxwell,
“Sandwich generation: creating
guilt-free boundaries.”

Go to pucenter.com/confer-
ence or call 306-1018 to regis-
ter

Menlo Circus Club is located
at 190 Park Lane in Atherton.

FENCE

continued from page 16

know why that’s not a bigger
issue for everyone.”

After nearly two hours of dis-
cussion the council finally voted
to grant the encroachment per-
mit. The council also asked staff
to add clauses requiring any
future owners of 900 Cambridge
Ave. to protect the heritage trees,
and shield Menlo Park from
liability should the trees injure
anyone, since the owners are
responsible for maintaining
what is actually city property. B

Roller & Hapgood & Tinney

The Peninsula’s Premier
Funeral Service
and Cremation Provider

Serving all faiths since 1899
Offering Pre-need Arrangements

980 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, California 94301

(650) 328-1360

www.rollerhapgoodtinney.com

Se Habla Espafiol

Funeral Home FD132

A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana

2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View
(650) 938-2020

Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

Connoisseur (offee o.

2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City
(650) 369-5250 9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat.

Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula" call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

VOLUNTEERS DO NOT NECESSARILY HAVE THE
TIME; THEY JUST HAVE THE HEART.

The Town of Portola Valley Seeks Dedicated
Volunteers for the following Town Committees:

Community Events Committee

Meets as announced; appointed for a one-year term. This Committee
organizes the annual Blues & Barbeque Open Space Fundraising Event,
the Town Picnic and the Volunteer Appreciation Holiday Party.

Cultural Arts Committee

Meets as announced; appointed for a one-year term. Increase cultural
awareness among residents of Portola Valley by sponsoring and support-
ing local cultural activities in the areas of art, music, science and nature,
history, horticulture, drama, literature, photography and dance.

Emergency Preparedness Committee

SHS

SACRED HEART SCHOOLS

ATHERTON

Where Scholarship and Values Matter

. e 1
PRESCHOOL THROUGH 12™ GR
OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULES

Preschool and Kindergarten
October 16, 2010 at 10:30 a.m.

No RSVP required; for information call 650.473.4061

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8
November 6 & 20, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.
RSVP required; for information call 650.473.4011

Preparatory - Grades 9 - 12
October 24, 2010 at 1:00 p.m.
November 21, 2010 at 1:00 p.m.

No RSVP required; for information call 650.473.4006

Tours available for grades 1-5 by appointment
Lower School - Grades 1-5: 650.473.4011

150 Valparaiso Avenue Atherton, CA 94027 « www.shschools.org

Meets second Thursday of each month, 8:00 a.m.; appointed for a one-
year term This Committee works with Town Staff to ensure that neighbor-
hoods and Town government are ready to respond to possible emergen-
cies such as earthquakes, wildfires and flooding. Other duties nclude
maintaining emergency supplies and equipment, planning response to
emergencies and educating Town residents.

Parks and Recreation Committee

Meets third Monday of each month, 7:30 p.m.; appointed for a one-year
term. This Committee meets to develop, promote and maintain quality rec-
reational and community enrichment programs, recreational facilities and
park areas in the Town of Portola Valley.

Teen Committee

g Meets as announced; appointed for a one-year term. This Committee

DE meets to promote awareness of the unique needs of teens, as well as to
provide visibility to teen contributions to our society.

A

Traffic Committee

Meets first Thursday of each month, 8:15 a.m.; appointed for a one-year
term. This Committee meets to assist the Town in advising ways and
means for safer conditions regarding motor vehicles, bicycles, pedestri-
ans and road conditions and to encourage proper traffic enforcement.

Applications are available at Town Hall and on-line at
www.portolavalley.net. Please return completed applications to:
Town Clerk Sharon Hanlon

Town of Portola Valley

765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028

E-mail:_shanlon @portolavalley.net

650.322.1866 + Inquiries and RSVP: admission@shschools.org Phone: (650) 851-1700 ext. 210
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Cardoza-Bungey Travel

We Make Vacations Better!

Tahiti & South Pacific Cruises this Fall

R/ f

TO THE SOUL OF THE SOUTH SEAS

45% off & free air on select sailings

650-325-5600

cstioorses-0 - VWV, cardoza.com

N EWS

H POLICE CALLS

; CRUISES

This information is from the Atherton and
Menlo Park police departments and the San
Mateo County Sheriff's Office. Under the
law, people charged with offenses are con-
sidered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Fraud report: Loss of $5,200 in unauthor-
ized charge to online travel agent, Walsh
Road, Sept. 25.

Auto burglary report: Tools valued at

$1,500 stolen from truck storage unit, Ral-
ston Road, Sept. 27.

MENLO PARK

Fraud reports:

M Loss of $3,050 in unauthorized use of
credit card, 2300 block of Sharon Oaks
Drive, Sept. 25.

M Loss of $3,000 in identity theft case, 500
block of Oakfield Lane, Sept. 28.

M Loss of $370 in unauthorized use of credit
card, reported at main police station at 701
Laurel St., Sept. 29.

M Loss of $27 in unauthorized use of credit
card, 700 block of Laurel Ave., Sept. 25.
Grand theft report: Two unlocked bicycles
with total value of $550 stolen from drive-
way, 700 block of Nash Ave., Sept. 26.
Auto burglary report: Apple iPod val-
ued at $200 stolen, 2000 block of Men-

alto Ave., Sept. 25.

Accident report: Motorcyclist skidded

into solo vehicle crash and suffered no life-
threatening injuries, 2200 block of Sand Hill
Road, Sept. 26.

Adult Protective Services report: First
block of Henderson Place, Sept. 27.
Spousal abuse report: 1200 block of Sha-
ron Park Drive, Sept. 27.

WOODSIDE

Auto burglary report: Window smashed
and gym bag with clothes inside stolen,
Park and Ride at Lawler Ranch and Sand
Hill roads, Sept. 24.

AT CHILDREN’S HEALTH COUNCIL
650 Clark Way, Palo Alto, CA 94304

www.sandhillschool.org

SAND
HILL

2l

SCHOOL

For young
minds, one size
doesn’t fit all.

At Sand Hill School, we find what fits
best for your child. Partnering with parents,
teachers create the path for each student's
successful transition to a traditional classroom.

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS NOVEMBER 1

Upper School (grades 9-12)
Oct 28 and Dec 4

=N\ .‘_' _ a ¢
&S‘) CASTILLEJA

SCHOOL

2010 OPEN
HOUSE DATES

RSVP required

casti is ...

Innovative, college
preparatory program

Middle School (grades 6-8)
Oct 17 and Nov 13

Average class
size: 15

Flexible tuition All girls, grades 6-12

click:
Tue, Oct 12, 5:00-6:00 PM ilej
PEN www.castilleja.org .
0 Thu, Oct 21, 5:00-6:00 PM call: 0";22’1’5’"9 ”e";o':i’i t;f,’,”e’
HOUSE | e 0ct 26,5:00-6:00 PM 6504707753 v

« Grades K-3
« 6:1 student/teacher ratio
- State-of-the-art technology

RSVP: 650.688.3605 or info@chconline.org

admission@castilleja.org

Educating Girls for the 21t Century

AWARENESS « COMPASSION « ENGAGEMENT

P

Sunday morning I had my maps and stood at the bus stop
heading to Port-en-Bessin and Omaha beach. After about half
and hour a French woman asked if I was an American? How
can they tell? “Yes I was,” I said. “Well there are no busses on
Sunday”. This is even better than I had hoped for. T could
hitchhike again just like the old days. And off I went along a
small road winding through the beautiful Normandy country
side in the first week of June. It wasn’t long before an old car
with a much older farmer picked me up. “You're an American’
he proudly said in English. How do they know? “Yes, and I
have my friend’s urn with me. He was here on D-Day and

his wish was to be scattered off Omaha Beach.” “We are very
grateful and I know just where to go”. In less the an hour he
dropped me of at the small fishing town of Port-en-Bessin. I
walked along the canal through the Sunday morning Farmers

>

D-Day + 64 years

market. It was filled with the sights and smells of the farmers
produce, cheese, sausage and home made wines. By now it was
noon and the tide was just beginning to flood. This meant that
I would have some hours before the small fishing boats would
lift off the mud and float again. Time enough to scout around
and make a plan. Bob wanted to be scattered at sea and not on
the beach.

At low tide Omaha Beach was almost impregnable. A hard
shelf almost 200 yards across was exposed and it extended for
miles to the East and West of my position and the cliffs rose
more than 100 feet up from this shelf. How could those mostly
18 to 25 year old GIs have made it up and over on that D Day?
I had time to take a few pictures of the urn and flag for his
family. A young Japanese tourist asked me what I was doing. I
told him and he asked if it was ok to take some pictures of me
and e-mail them to me later. By now the boats were starting

to rise and fishermen were walking down the still steep ramp
to a little dock where their small row boats would take them

to their boats at anchor. I saw a father and two sons taking
supplies back and forth to their boat. I walked down the steep
ramp to the floating dock and spoke in my high school French
to a son about 25 years old. I explained why I was there and
showed him the flag and the urn. I told him Bob was about 25
when his ship was hit just offshore. Some of his crew died right
out there and he wanted to be with them now. I offered him
$50. He looked at me with tears in his eyes and said “It’s an
honor for my father and me and it’s an honor for France.” He

Sponsored by John O’Connor’s Menlo Park Funerals

took the urn and spoke to his family and off to sea they went.
kept my word to Bob and they kept the honor of France. That
night back in Paris I was swept up in a crowd of thousands

of happy people. “You're an American, come with us”. How

do they know? A friend of America became the President of
France that night. A Polish Jew! Nicolas Sarkozy. I stood in the
crowd of tens of thousands of Parisians that Sunday night and
waved Bob’s American Flag to the cheers of the French men
surrounding me.

Hitler said the Third Reich would last a thousand years. Bob
and 100,000 of the Greatest Generation bet their lives that it
wouldn’t last one more year. —The End

For more photos or comments go to
www.MenloParkFunerals.com.

Paid Ad (Part 2 of 2)
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Laurel Ann Hiatt
Financial planner

Laurel Ann Hiatt, a longtime
resident of Menlo Park and Ather-
ton, died unexpectedly Sept. 18,
surrounded by her family. She was
65.

Ms. Hiatt was born in Southern
California and grew up in Los
Angeles. She received her bachelor
of arts degree from Principia Col-
lege in Illinois and graduated from
Stanford University’s School of
Business in 1967, one of only two
women in the graduating class.

That year she married James A.
Hiatt, who became a real estate
developer. She worked for IBM
while her husband served as an
officer in the U.S. Navy.

She put her work career on hold
while raising four daughters and
volunteering in the community.

Trinity Church hosts

Trinity Episcopal Church in
Menlo Parkis hosting a party from
11 a.m. to noon Sunday, Oct. 10,
calling on people to reduce their
energy use by 10 percent this year,
according to Lynn O’Leary Pieron,
a spokesperson for the church.

Those who attend the party, to
be held in the Trinity courtyard
at 330 Ravenswood Ave. in Menlo
Park, will receive “inspiration, tips
and tools to reach their goal,” she
said.

People can sign up for free home
services from Acterra’s Green@
Home program and for the “No
on 23 faith campaign” to defeat
Proposition 23, which would post-

EONLINE

More news online

Go to AlmanacNews.com for
more news and sports. To read
about local candidate forums,
go to:

W is.gd/fHCdq (case-sensitve)
for a report on an Atherton City
Council candidates forum.

MW is.gd/fHCUk (case-sensitve)
for a report on a candidates
forum for a runoff election for
San Mateo County supervisor,
District 3.

Twenty years later she returned
to the work force, becoming a
financial planner.

A lifelong Christian Scientist,
she served the First Church of
Christ, Scientist, Menlo Park, in
many capacities, including terms
as First and Second Reader.

She is survived by her four
daughters, Emily Vesely of Menlo
Park, Chelsea Hiatt Farley of
Pacifica, Mindy Castle of Marti-
nez, and Jamie Hiatt of Donner
Summit; her father, Edgar Fuller;
half-sister Tracy Fuller of Palos
Verdes; and three grandchildren.
Her husband, James A. Hiatt,
preceded her in death.

Private services have been held.
Donations in her honor may be
made to the Christian Science
Peninsula Visiting Nurse Service,
P.O. Box 7141, Menlo Park, CA
94026; or Arden Wood Inc., 445
Wawona St., San Francisco, CA
94116.

‘save energy’ party

pone mandated reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions until the
economy improves.

At the 10 a.m. worship services,
a guest preacher, the Rev. Sally
Bingham, will talk about the link
between ecology and spirituality.

“She is the driving force behind
Interfaith Power and Light, which
unites 10,000 congregations in 35
states in a religious response to
global warming,” Ms. Pieron said
in a press release.

For more information, call Ms.
Pieron at 529-9232.

Graduates

M Junlan Yang, a resident of
Menlo Park, recently received a
doctorate in electrical and com-
puter engineering from the Univer-
sity of lllinois at Chicago.

EBIRTHS

Menlo Park

M Evan and Curt Herberts, a
daughter, Sept. 20, Sequoia
Hospital.

VOTER’S
GUIDE

2010

The Almanac’s Voter’s
Guide, with information
about local candidates and
ballot measures, will appear
in the Oct. 13 issue of the
Almanac.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

TOWN OF ATHERTON
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

TOWN LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE SERVICES

Notice is hereby given that SEALED BIDS will be received at the office of the City Clerk, 91 Ashfield
Road, Atherton, California, 94027, until 3:00 p.m. OCTOBER 14, 2010, at which time they will be
publicly opened and read, for performing the following work:

This contract service provides for all inclusive landscape maintenance at various loca-
tions in the Town of Atherton; including town center and the El Camino Real median. The
contract will be for the remaining eight months (Nov-June) of the 2010-2011 FY and have
the option for three 1 year renewals pending fiscal appropriations.

Bids must be for the entire work, and shall be submitted in sealed envelopes clearly marked: "Bid
of (Contractor) for TOWN LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE SERVICES, along with date and time of
bid opening.

A mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held for all interested bidders to review the work
site(s) and conditions, and for the Town staff to respond to questions, at;

Atherton Administrative Offices
91 Ashfield Road, Atherton, California
at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, October 8, 2010.

Failure to attend this mandatory pre-bid meeting will result in disqualification of bidding for this
project.

Per Section 6.01 of the Town of Atherton’s Standard Specifications, the General Contractor shall
perform, with his own organization, work of a value amounting to not less than 50% of the total
contract, excluding specialty items as indicated on the bid schedule.

Plans and specifications may be obtained at the Town of Atherton Public Works Department, 91
Ashfield Road, Atherton CA 94027, for a non-refundable fee of $30.00. Additional important in-
formation is contained in Town of Atherton Standard Specifications which are available on line at
www.ci.atherton.ca.us. If shipping is requested, there will be an additional charge of $25.00.

Bidders are hereby notified that provisions of California Labor Code regarding prevailing wages
are applicable to the work to be performed under this contract. Pursuant to Section 1773 et seq.
the general prevailing wage rates have been determined by the Director of the California Depart-
ment of Industrial Relations and appear in the California Prevailing Wage Rates. Copies are on file
at the office of the City Engineer and are available to interested parties upon request. The success-
ful bidder shall post a copy of the wage rates at the job site.

The successful bidder must be licensed under the provisions of Chapter 9, Division 3, of the
California Business and Professions Code to do the type of work contemplated in the project at
the time the contract is awarded and shall be skilled and regularly engaged in the general class
or type of work called for under the Contract. Failure of the bidder to obtain proper and adequate
licensing for an award of the contract shall constitute a failure to execute the contract and result
in the forfeiture of the bidder's bid security. Contractor must obtain an Atherton business license
prior to start of first day of work.

Each bidder shall submit with this bid a statement setting forth his/her/its experience and qualifi-
cations. The statement shall be made on the forms provided by the Town and must accompany
each bid.

By submitting a bid in response to this advertisement for bids, the bidder shall be conclusively
deemed to have read, understood and agreed with all of the information and materials contained
in the bid documents, including but not limited to the service contract, the standard specifications,
the special provisions, the required nature and amount of insurance and the documentation evi-
dencing said insurance.

Any questions regarding the project should be directed to Steve Tyler, Public Works Superinten-
dent, telephone: (650) 752-0541 or by written Requests for Information (RFI) to: Public Works
Department, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton, CA 94027, preferably no later than five days before bid
opening. RFls may be emailed to styler@ci.atherton.ca.us or faxed to (650) 752-0591.

For information on obtaining Plans and Specifications, Standard Specifications or obtaining a Plan
Holders list, please call Judy Bellmont at (650) 752-0570.

By:

Duncan L. Jones, PE., City Engineer

Date:
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i \Viewpoint

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about

Atherton, Portola Valley,

and Woodside for 44 years.

local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

Atherton needs outside manager

by a building official.

On top of worrying about legal actions against the town, a new
city manager will need to cope with a pile of other challenges,
including a budget that is structurally out of balance; some pres-
sure to outsource the police department or at least lower its cost;
low employee morale; and a council whose members often feud
among themselves.

In this environment, it will take an experienced manager to
stay on course to resolve these difficult issues. Some have sug-
gested that the town tap one of its own residents as manager,
but in our view, it could be difficult to find anyone who was not
allied with one side or the other in Atherton’s internecine squab-
bling on the council. Someone with virtually any prior associa-
tions could be on the defensive before he or she even got started.
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llowing the sudden and unexpected resignation of
Atherton city manager Jerry Gruber, the City Council has
a major opportunity to steer the city out of the most trou-
bling period in its history.

The job won't be easy, but already the city’s leaders have agreed
on a plan to quickly bring in an interim replacement for Mr.
Gruber, and then begin an executive search for a permanent
manager that could take six months or more and will involve
Atherton residents in the final

hiring decision. Other key
positions will be filled as well,
including the critical job of
town attorney.

Looking back, the blame for
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H WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

All views must include a home address
and contact phone number. Published
letters will also appear on the web site,
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
POST your views on the
Town Square forum at
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

EMAIL your views to:
letters@almanacnews.com
and note this it is a letter to
the editor in the subject line.

MAIL or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025.

CALL the Viewpoint desk at
854-2690, ext. 222.

who often failed to make good choices, particularly when it
came to legal advice. Many of these flawed decisions have come
back to haunt the town in the form of significant lawsuits that
add up to around $900,000 in the last 12 months.

And more legal trouble is on the way. A
federal lawsuit filed by resident Jon Buck-
heit over police behavior during his arrest
in a domestic disturbance case could result
in another substantial settlement, and
although it has yet to be filed, resident Kim-
berly Sweidy has indicated she will bring a
claim against the city over improper work
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Not ‘no,’ hut ‘hell no’

Editor:

On quick read, Steve Schmidt’s
guest opinion last week on high-
speed rail seems reasonable, but
the opinions are belied by demon-
strable facts. Steve says, “I encour-
age the council to use a rational and
realistic approach ... to be positive,
creative. ...”

For about two years the council
has been rational, realistic, positive
and creative to no avail. Two years
ago commissioner Rod Diridon
stood in the Menlo Park City
Council chambers and said the
high-speed rail authority would do
nothing that Menlo Park does not
want.

Since then, current Menlo Park
Mayor Rich Cline has headed
the Peninsula Cities Consortium,
which has met, talked and “nego-
tiated” with the high-speed-rail
board in good faith, but with abso-
lutely zero effect. Even after losing
the first lawsuit, the rail authority
has completely ignored the desires
of the citizens.

Mr. Diridon’s words have been
proven disingenuous and the rail
authority’s current plan under its
chief executive, Roelof van Ark,
continues the agency’s disdain for
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Advertising most of the town’s turmoil rests not with Mr. Gruber, who It would be far better for a new manager, without any former
‘Ia:fk::;l :de“t SEIS L joined the city in January 2008, but with City Council members  ties in the town, to consult with residents who are eager to help

resolve problems as volunteers, rather than as paid hands.
Others have raised questions about whether the city can afford

to pay a top-quality city manager. We believe the answer is an

unqualified yes. There are ways to reduce spending in a small

Don’t vote yet!

The Almanac’s Voter's Guide, with information
about local candidates and ballot measures, will
appear in the next issue. Also, the Viewpoint pages
in that issue will have endorsements on local races
and the two Menlo Park ballot measures.

town, but given Atherton’s issues, the
town needs a proven performer who can
save the game. That kind of talent may
be expensive, but if a new manager is able
to balance the budget, restore morale,
resolve at least some legal disputes, and
convince the City Council to work coop-
eratively, the cost will be worth it.

marked a new era for the city.

Our Regional Heritage
The new Menlo Park Civic Center was dedicated in October of 1970 by Mayor Ira Bonde, who said it

Menlo Park Historical Association

the needs of our community by
reaffirming its original position
of two years ago. I believe it is its
intent to drive the easiest, cheap-
est elevated rail structure possible
through the center of our town, the
wishes of citizens be damned. Steve
Schmidt’s continued optimism is
poorly placed. The only realistic
recourse left for us now is to say, not
“no,” but “hell no.”

Don Barnby
Spruce Avenue, Menlo Park

Not ‘minimum impacts,’
but no impacts
Editor:

Steve Schmidt and I disagree on
just about everything. His guest
opinion last week regarding my
alleged persuasive influence are

included in our disagreement list.

I did not advocate the creation of
aMenlo Park commission to follow
the Peninsula Cities Consortium’s
position statement about minimiz-
ing impacts and incorporating
the best urban design features or
high-speed rail. I disagree with the
PCC’s position statement as being

See LETTERS, next page



VIEWPOINT

Pros, cons of Measure T

Editor’s Note: On Nov. 2, Menlo Park voters
will decide whether to approve the Menlo
Gateway project on Constitution Drive and
Marsh Road. When completed, the project
will include three multi-story offices build-
ings, three parking garages, a hotel and health
club. The following guest opinions were writ-
ten by City Council member John Boyle and
Planning Commissioner Vince Bressler.

PRO:

A great deal for Menlo Park
By John Boyle

n my business career, I've been involved in
Ia lot of negotiated agreements — many

involving hundreds of millions of dol-
lars. 've never seen a “perfect” deal. There are
always pros and cons. The key is to recognize
when the pros outweigh the cons by enough
margin to take a risk and move forward.

Menlo Park is facing such a decision right
now with Measure T, the Menlo Gateway
Project. If approved by the voters, this mea-
sure will allow the redevelopment of an
underutilized light industrial area adjacent to
U.S. 101 and Marsh Road near the Bayfront
Expressway. It will transform this largely
dormant area into a vibrant, productive,
job-producing new region. The project will
include high-tech oriented office space, a four-
star hotel, and a new athletic club.

Collectively, the project is projected to
deliver over $15 million in one-time impact
fees, over $1.6 million in annual et incre-
mental revenue to our city, and millions more
to other parts of our overall community (the
high school district, fire district, county agen-
cies). The project is projected to create 1,800
construction-related jobs and provide more
than 2,500 permanent jobs.

Those who oppose this project point to
fears about traffic impacts, changes to the
region, and other concerns that all have been
discussed and debated over several years and
through an extensive public process. In the

final analysis, the people who have studied
the data most closely all have come to the
same conclusion — this is a great deal for
Menlo Park and our community at large.
The consultants hired by the city (multiple
experts in environmental, traffic, and other
keyissues) all gave it unanimous support. The
Planning Commiission and the City Council
both approved the project.

I take notice when experts say that some-

thing is a great deal for Menlo Park. It’s
important to me because I care about this city.
I've lived here for almost 30 years. One of the
things that my family and I really appreciate
about living in Menlo Park is the quality of
life it affords us — and all residents — thanks
in large part to the number of city-provided
services, such as libraries, parks, swimming
pools, and the police department.
But these services cost money. To avoid drastic
cutsin services, we must continue to grow the
top line for the city. And that means embrac-
ing smart projects like Menlo Gateway when
they come along, which isn’t very often.

In fact, the revenue boosts from recent
projects like the Rosewood Hotel on Sand
Hill Road and the Safeway on Middle Avenue
have helped Menlo Park weather the eco-
nomic downturn far better than some of our
neighboring cities. Menlo Gateway can grow
our top line in similar fashion to help secure
the city’s financial future.

There are always challenges in any deal.
But the upside to Menlo Park on this deal far
outweighs the downside risks. The city, in
fact, isn’t being asked to invest any of its cash
in this project. The investment risk will be 100
percent on the developer. Nor is the city being
asked to provide any form of “tax holiday” or
other incentive, as is often the case for a city
that wants to attract a new hotel.

So if Menlo Gateway is built, we all win.
If it isn’t, we all lose: the developer loses a
significant investment, and the community
loses the opportunity to create jobs, revenue,
and a revitalized region at Marsh Road and

U.S. 101.

Menlo Gateway is a great deal for Menlo
Park. Please join me in voting yes on Measure
T.

John Boyle is city council member who is

currently serving as vice mayor.

CON:

Largest zoning change in city’s history
By Vincent Bressler

easure T on the November ballot is
I \ / I a vote on the largest zoning change
in the history of Menlo Park.

I will vote no on Measure T for a variety of
reasons.

Measure T provides no up-front money
to Menlo Park. The city gets no payment in
exchange for giving the biggest zoning entitle-
ment in its history.

In other words, if voters approve Measure
T, the value of the land for this project will
immediately increase by about $100 million,
but the city does not receive any money until
and unless the Bohannon Group pays for a
building permit. David Bohannon has stated
that he does not intend to build until the
economy can support his massive project.

Measure T will not create jobs when we
need them. Under Measure T, the Bohannon
Group has the right but no agreement or obli-
gation to build. In fact, the 20-year time frame
presents an opportunity for Bohannon to
wait for the best economic conditions before
proceeding.

Measure T may hurt existing job-creation
mechanisms. Companies like Pacific Biosci-
ences, Geron, and InVisage, headquartered

in the M-2 zone where the Bohannon project
is located, are most likely to provide job and
revenue growth for our city over the next 10
years. However, the development agreement
gives the Bohannon Group priority over
other projects. Even if the Bohannon Group
has not moved ahead with its project, those
companies may be unable to expand —
because important resources required by any
development will have been reserved for the
Bohannon Group.

If not Measure T, then what? A new process
defined in the M-2 Zoning Plan streamlines
development projects for companies doing
business in Menlo Park.

What went wrong with Measure T,and how
do we fix it?

The negotiation process for the develop-
ment agreement was closed and insular.
City Council members who were part of
the “negotiation team” were barred from
the negotiations, which were conducted
in closed sessions and included only the
Menlo Park city manager, city attorney
and public works director along with the
Bohannon negotiating team. The attitude
of the majority of City Council members
seems to be: “This is the best that we can
do.” But that is clearly not the case.

The M-2 Zoning Plan is taking place
in a much more open environment. That
process is a model for what should hap-
pen here. Vote no on Measure T, and let’s
move forward in the right way.

Visit FactsNotHype.org for more infor-
mation.

Vincent Bressler is a member of the Menlo
Park Planning Commission.
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insufficiently assertive.

Mr. Schmidt damns me with
faint praise. He confuses my inten-
tions to accommodate to the high-
speed-rail agenda by Menlo Park.
Indeed, I oppose accommodation.
It has been tried and failed.

Accommodation may be the
PCC’s intention. It may even be
the Menlo Park City Council’s
high-speed-rail subcommittee’s
intention. It is not my intention. I
don’t want to merely “minimize
impacts.” I want no impacts. I don’t
want high-speed rail on the Cal-
train corridor. Steve Schmidt does.

Steve claims that our efforts won’t
make the project go away. Our
intention has been to inform Menlo
Park that this project is a disaster.
Making it go away should be our
next step. With enough participa-
tion, we may succeed.

Martin Engel

Stone Pine Lane, Menlo Park

Why we need the downtown plan

By Kelly Fergusson

ave you heard about the draft
lean for El Camino Real and
downtown? Menlo Park seeks
your comments and suggestions to

inform our study and decision-making
in the months ahead.

GUEST
OPINION

about Menlo Park to shape our future
instead of out-of-town developers that
may not have our best interests at heart.
Today’s zoning ordinance is geared to
the old days when Menlo Park was mostly
used car lots, gas stations, and auto repair
shops. Therefore, developers apply for

The draft plan is the culmination of
almost four years of surveys, commu-
nity workshops, study sessions, and commission
hearings. Thousands of residents have par-
ticipated — weighing in on what they love today
about Menlo Park, and what needs improving.
Key priorities have emerged:

B Make our city more walkable and bikeable.

B Create new public spaces.

M Enhance downtown’s “village” charm.

B Enhance appeal and attractiveness of El
Camino Real and downtown.

B Attract more customers to downtown busi-
nesses.

B Increase economic activity/vibrancy.

M Increase family-oriented businesses, activi-
ties.

M Create a blueprint for future development.

What’s most important to me about the draft
plan is that it allows the people that care most

one-off projects asking for large height
and size exemptions.

Some aspects of their plans might make sense
— like condos near the train station, more cafes
and plazas — but are the projects too big, too
small, or just right? Are there enough public
benefits like wide sidewalks and public spaces?

No city council should make such important
decisions on a piece-meal basis. We need a
community-driven plan as a blueprint.

Without a plan, developers have the upper
hand. But having a plan in place puts the city in
an excellent position to enforce public benefits
and strong neighborhood protections. We fill
empty storefronts with hometown businesses we
want.

The draft plan has been available for review
and comments for about six months. It pro-
vides a good foundation, but still needs work to
become the great plan we deserve.

One point of lively discussion is the idea of
parking garages — one near the post office and

one behind Flegels. Today people complain
about employee parking clogging the parking
plazas. Moving employee parking into garages
would free up surface parking for patrons closest
to stores.

If parking garages were ever built, a few things
are certain: They would need to be aesthetically
pleasing, compatible with existing architecture,
and be easily accessible.

Another point of discussion is whether the
plan would somehow harm the Sunday Farmers’
Market. Claims that the City Council is poised to
adopta plan that would harm the Farmers’ Mar-
ket ignore the careful and inclusive community
process that is under way.

I am committed to working with the Lions
Club volunteers, who run the Farmers Market,
on every detail so the plan truly enhances the
market or leaves it as-is.

The City Council will be discussing the draft
plan and public comments at meetings in the
coming months. We look forward to working
with the public and making this plan the best it
can possibly be.

Kelly Fergusson is a member
of the Menlo Park City Council

(An electronic version of the draft plan is available at
menlopark.org/projects/comdev_ecrdowntown.htm.
Hardcopies are available at City Hall. Contact Thomas
Rogers at 330-6722 or throgers@menlopark.org.)
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RARE OPPORTUNITY
ONE OF WOODSIDES MOST DESIR ABLE COUNTRY LANES

3-acre property with two beautiful residences

| ___-\,--r

2 ST '."&:

* Main residence with 3 bedrooms and * Approx. 3 acres
3.5 baths; approx. 3,700 sq. ft. with * Easy access to horse and hiking trails

3-car garage at Huddart Park

e Cottage with 2 bedrooms and
2.5 baths; approx. 2,021 sq. ft.
with 2-car garage

¢ Woodside schools, including
top-rated Woodside School (K-8)

¢ Premier central Woodside location OFFERED AT $5,500,000

“THE COTTAGE ! |

Scott Dancer
650.529.2454

COLDWELL BANKER

PREVIE‘WS g;:;ggg;gzcer com Pre m le r Prop e rt l eS represented by Scott Dancer

2969 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA 94062

Information and all acreage deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.
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