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OPEN SUNDAY
1:30 - 4:30pm
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CORNISH CONCIERGE SERVICE

) =
PROVIDING A \ ,
NETWORK OF

REPUTABLE
HOME-IMPROVEMENT

PROFESSIONALS COLDWELL BANKER

INTERNATIONAL

II’UT HUGH'S EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU! I
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MAGICAL ESTATE IN CENTRAL WOODSIDE

1477 PORTOLA ROAD, WOODSIDE

elcome to this magical Arts and Crafts home, constructed of heart redwood in 1915 and
VVsurrounded by spectacular gardens. In addition to the 2,970 square foot main house, there

are two cottages. The property also includes a separate workshop/artist’s studio, a swimming
pool, spa, and a bocce court. The property has been landscaped with a profusion of flowers, as well as a
sweeping lawn shaded by majestic heritage oaks. Almost every window frames a garden view, and most
rooms have a door opening to the outside. The property is fully fenced, has a home security system,
automatic security gates, and garage parking for three cars. Excellent Portola Valley School District.

Four-bedroom, four-bath main house * Large studio cottage with full kitchen and

Living room with fireplace, formal dining private gated drive
room, and home office * Spectacular landscaped garden with patios,

Enormous family kitchen with fireplace and pool, spa, and bocce court
informal dining + 300 square-foot workshop/artist’s studio

One-bedroom cottage with living room, + Excellent Portola Valley School District

kitchenette, and full bath
OFFERED AT $3,750,000

VIRTUAL Tour AT www.1477PoRTOLA.COM
| '( ; I l #1 Agent, Menlo Park - El Camino Office, 2010
Ranked #51 Nationally by The Wall Street Journal, 2010

ORNISH Over $1.2 Billion in Sales

www.HUGHCORNISH.COM ’1

650.566.5353

hcornish@chnorcal.com
DRE# 00912143

PREVIEW}S This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verified this
information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction.
Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. If your home is currently listed for sale, this is not a solicitation of that listing




Almanac readers are a dis-
cerning lot, and that’s why we
turn to their expertise every
summer as we search for their
favorites shops, services and
restaurants.

From contractors to Chi-
nese food, dry cleaners to
dentists, we’re asking you to
single out your favorite places
to eat, shop, buy services and
have fun.

Easy online voting starts at
noon Tuesday, May 24.

Visit AlmanacNews.com/
readers_choice to access the
online ballot.

New this year is a ballot for

meAlmanac
READERS’

CHOICE 2[]1 1

i

UPFRONT

Time to vote for your favorites

Readers’ Choice balloting starts this week on AlmanacNews.com

mobile devices that can be
accessed by scanning the QR
code in the Readers’ Choice
ad on Page 11.

Vote for at least five catego-
ries by July 3. Be sure to acti-
vate your ballot by respond-
ing to a confirmation email,
and you will be entered into a
prize drawing. Prize winners
will be contacted via email
after voting ends July 3.

If you can’t find your favor-
ites in the drop-down menus,
submit them as write-in votes.
Write-in votes help new busi-

nesses qualify for next year’s
ballot.

Scott Dancer Ranked
Among Top Realtors in U.S.

27-year veteran Realtor awarded last month.

oldwell Banker Residen-
tial Brokerage announced
that Woodside Realtor

Scott Dancer has ranked as one
of the company’s top agents
in the U.S. for home sales last
2010, Dancer sold
more than $65
million worth of
residential real
estate, which
ranked him
ninth in North-
ern  California
for Coldwell Banker, outpacing
more than 3,600 agents. In ad-
dition, he finished in the top
1 percent nationally, surpass-
ing more than 100,000 sales
associates across the country.
Dancer has been associated

with Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage's Woodside
office since 1984.

Wendy McPherson, manager
of the Woodside office, said
Dancer is in demand by many
of the most discriminating
home buyers and sellers. “Scott
is one of the most talented,
experienced and knowledge-
able agents in the business,”
she said. “"He works extremely
hard for his clients, and it's one
reason he's achieved such suc-
cess throughout his career.”

Dancer was recognized
for his sales accomplishments
during a company ceremony
last month in Las Vegas as well
as an event at the St. Regis in
San Francisco.

year. In

Advertisement

Sacred Heart Prep invests big time in iPads

By Caitlin Moyles

Special to the Almanac

Il 157 ninth-grade stu-
Adents at Sacred Heart Pre-
paratory in Atherton will
be issued a school-owned Apple
iPad 2 this fall, enabling them to
create film projects, upload data
from probes in science labs, and
download e-books, all on one
portable digital device.

The iPads are part
of Sacred Heart’s
1:1 tablet program,
which seeks to inte-
grate new technol-
ogy into the school’s
curriculum by equipping each
student with a personal com-
puter.

Sacred Heart Schools have
already issued tablet PCs to
fifth- through eighth-graders,
according to Joy Lopez, direc-
tor of educational technology at
Sacred Heart.

She said she expects the iPads
will streamline the learning
process and give students more
room for creativity.

“With cameras, GarageBand
and iMovie, (the iPad 2) really
became a tool for students to
create and get information in a

CALLING ONTHE ALMANAC

M E-mail news, information, obituaries

Newsroom: 223-6525
Newsroom fax: 223-7525
Advertising: 854-2626

Advertising fax: 854-3650
Classified ads: 854-0858

W E-mail letters to the editor to:

new and innovative way,” said
Ms. Lopez. “It has the power
of a creation tool rather than a
consumption tool.”

To make films for a global
studies class, for example, fresh-
men have to check out video
cameras and go to the computer
lab to upload and edit their foot-
age. The iPad, however, will cre-
ate a more seamless classroom
experience, as students will have

All incoming ninth-graders will receive them.

all the tools at their disposal all
the time, she said.

She listed the device’s light-
ness, portability, and capacity
to suit diverse learning needs
via audio books and verbally
recorded notes among its desir-
able features.

“This is the 21st century,” Ms.
Lopez said. “We need to educate
our students for their world, not
for our world. We have to teach
them to live in a world where
their jobs aren’t even invented
yet.”

After the program’s inaugural
year, the school will issue digital

devices to subsequent ninth-
grade classes so that all high
school students will have one by
2015.

Ninth-grade teachers will also
be issued iPads. Each curricular
department will have a desig-
nated “technology mentor,” who
will train teachers to use the
iPads to suit their curriculum.

To prepare for the program’s
inauguration, the school has
been equipped with
wireless infrastruc-
ture and technical
support, which will
provide students and
teachers with tech-
nical assistance during school
hours and keep the iPads up
to date with the latest software
installations.

Ms. Lopez added that Sacred
Heart’s administrators, many
of whom also teach, were issued
iPads about a month ago to see
how they would use them in
their respective disciplines and
give feedback.

“Everyone on the administra-
tive team was able to give input
on the decision to move forward
with the iPad,” Ms. Lopez said
in an email. “It was truly a team
decision.” B
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Dreams Happen® Playhouse Gala + auction is a
biennial fundraiser for Rebuilding Together Peninsula.
Come be a part of the fun and experience this
extraordinary collection of imaginative, life-size

B —1  children’s playhouses, created and donated by
Dreams Happen” renowned architects and builders.

Make Dreams Happen®

Fifteen remarkable playhouses on display
beginning May 7, 2011

6:30 pm Gala Auction
Stanford Shopping Center
Palo Alto, CA

Playhouses on Display
Stanford Shopping Center
Palo Alto, CA

For more information, please contact Rebuilding Together Peninsula at
650.366.6507 or visit our website at www.rebuildingtogetherpeninsula.org

Hoen

PENINSULA

StanfOI'd Shopping Center
§IMQ[\! | more choices

Find us on
_,f Facebook
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IT'S NEVER T0O0 LATE - ENROLL NOW!
All High School Subjects
nytime Start Dates

& : .i
s

“| felt constantly
challenged.

| really liked

the attitude of
‘learning first’.”
Student,

Menlo-Atherton
High School

“The Lydian
faculty are

committed to
their students
and use a
variety of
instructional
methodologies
to deliver a
standards based
curriculum.”

WASC
Accreditation
Visiting
Committee

LYDIANACADEMY

815 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-321-0550 www.lydianacademy.com
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‘Flight Night

Danny Youstra, age 6, sits on the shoulders of his father, Bill Youstra, at the Flight Night Electric Airshow in Portola Valley Thursday. See More photos on Page 8.

Menlo Park police raided  Little League wants to rebuild
wrong home, residents say playing field at Atherton park

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

o East Palo Alto addresses

I differed only by a single

number, but that number

led Menlo Park police to raid the

wrong house, according to a claim

filed against both cities by the
home’s residents.

The claim states that Menlo Park
police operating within East Palo
Alto conducted an early morning
search on Nov. 2, 2010, that left
the home’s residents battered and
emotionally traumatized.

Represented by attorney Edward
Aljouny, the three residents —
Carlos Nava, Melissa Verduzco
and their 2-year-old daughter —
are asking the cities of Menlo Park
and East Palo Alto to jointly pay
$500,000 for damages.

Filed on April 27, the claim
describes Mr. Nava’s being
slammed to the ground, kneed,
and punched by “a Sergeant Cow-
ans,” while others, “including Det.
Chris Sample” pointed guns at Ms.
Verduzco and her child.

The document also says the

officers have harassed Mr. Nava
upon seeing him in public after the
incident and that he now stutters
as a result of post-traumatic stress
disorder.

Without judging its validity, the
city of East Palo Alto rejected the
claim at its May 17 meeting, but
noted that did not prevent court
action.

Menlo Park is still reviewing the
claim, City Attorney Bill McClure
said, and typically takes action
within 45 to 60 days of the filing.
Its council may not get a say in the
disposition.

“Generally claims are not pre-
sented to the City Council unless
there is a specific reason to do so
— our policy is to have the City
Attorney, the City’s outside claims
adjustor and the City’s internal risk
manager review and act on claims,
either settling them, potentially
holding a closed session if we need/
want to review and advise council
and obtain any kind of direction or
authority, or issuing a denial,” he
said in an email to the Almanac.

The police department referred
all questions to Mr. McClure. &

B Soccer and lacrosse groups want to be included.

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

e town of Atherton is mov-
ing forward cautiously to
examine a proposal by the

Menlo-Atherton Little League to

rebuild, at its own expense, the ball-

park at Holbrook-Palmer Park.
The City Council on May 18

voted to allow the pro- e ———————

posal to go before the
Planning Commis-
sion, but some mem-
bers made it clear that
the league must work
with local soccer and
lacrosse leagues that also use the
park in coming up with a plan that
will work for everyone.

At least two council members
and several residents who spoke
indicated that they’re not convinced
that a spiffed-up ballpark would
be appropriate for Atherton’s only
park.

Atherton resident Bob Hell-
man, whose Build Our Ballpark
organization is backing the local

league’s effort to rebuild the ball
field, presented a plan that includes
a permanent back stop, seating,
dugouts, scoreboard, restrooms,
removable outfield fencing, and a
Victorian-style grandstand. It also
includes a complete overhaul of
turf, drainage, and irrigation, and a
commitment for ongoing care and
maintenance.

The plans include a permanent back stop,
dugouts, scoreboard, restrooms, removable
fencing, and a Victorian-style grandstand.

The projected cost is $500,000,
which includes funding for other
park improvements included in
the proposal, such as tennis court
resurfacing ($75,000), extension of
the nearby parking lot ($50,000),
and park beautification ($50,000).

The town’s Park and Recre-
ation Commission unanimously
recommended that the council
allow the Planning Commission
review to begin.

May 25, 2011

The existing baseball field is part
of an expanse of land in the park
now used for daytime practice and
games by a number of youth sports
teams. Little League supporters say,
however, that the existing field is in
the poorest condition and is the least
safe of all the fields the league uses.

A number of people spoke in
favor of letting the proposal go for-
ward to the Planning Commission
to work out details.

There were also
speakers involved with
AYSO soccer and the
local lacrosse organi-
zation who noted that
they hadn’t known
about the plan’s devel-
opment over the nine months the
league says it has worked on it.

Mr. Hellman noted after the
meeting that the league has been
working with the town’s Park and
Recreation Commission but has
also talked to leaders of the park-
supporting Atherton Dames and
the park foundation to try to ascer-
tain the needs of other park users.

See LITTLE LEAGUE, page 8
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A TOWN MARKET PLACE

RTS

MA

SINCE 1889

= WOODSIDE » 3015 Woodside Road * 650-851-1511 ..,
- ‘PORTOLA VALLEY e 4420 Alpine Road ® 650-851-1¢11"
) Open 6:30AM - 8PM

Sale Dates: May 25,26,27,28

Fresh Produce

CALIFORNIA

CANTALOUPE

DRISCOLL'S

BLUEBERRIES

SEEDLESS

WATERMELON

$949

— Per Basket

39:.

Meat And Seafood
HAWAIIAN PORK CHOPS

www.robertsmarket.com

SWEET

WHITE CORN

2 For 98¢

SA%
b

TerIvAKI saLmoN 1628 .  wamsurEr patTiEs 3239....

On Sale Grocery
PEET’S FRESH ROASTED CO

\

BREYERS ALL NATURAL
ICE CREAM

1501

LA MARTINIQUE
FRENCH VINAIGRETTE

10 0Z — ALSO BLUE CHEESE

$939

$349

LAND O'LAKES

SWEET CREAM

SALTED BUTTER

1 LB CUBES

KINGSFORD

CHARCOAL BRIQUETTES

8 LB — ALSO MESQUITE

5969

$499

Deli Department

Try these wonderful cheeses in our International Cheese Dept.

Black Diamond “Sharp” Che
0

ddar from Canada $18.99 Ib.
r

Jarlsberg from Norway “Nutty” $7.99 Ib.
Huge Savings!

Wine and Spirits

2010 Rosé (Part 2)

Rosé season is in full swing. Each week we are receiving new, exciting wines. Below are our most recent acquisitions.
The 2010 vintage is exceptional for rosé, and particularly from the south of France. Cimon, join in the celebration!

$9.99
$1 3.49
$1 4.99
§15”

2010 Le Roc, Fronton

2010 Dom. De Fontsainto, Gris de Gris,
Corbieres

2010 Ch. Mas Neuf “Compostelle”,
Costieres de Nimes

2010 Saint Andre de Figuiere “Magali”
Cotes de Provence

6 m The Almanac m May 25, 2011

2010 Commanderie de Peyrassol,

Coles de Provence $ 17'99
2010 Dom. de Bagnol, CAsSis ... $24%
2010 Dom. du Gros Noré, Bandol......... $26'99

The above wines assort for a 10% discount
on G bottles, or more.

N EWS

Facebook wants to lift lid
on number of employees

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

acebook’s quest to swap
Fa limit on the number

of employees permitted
to work at its new Menlo Park
campus with a cap on the
number of vehicle trips took a
step closer to the finish line at
the last Planning Commission
meeting.

Facebook bought the 57-acre
former Sun campus at 10 Net-
work Circle in December. It has
asked the city to permit more
employees than were previously
allowed on the site — 3,000
more, and another 2,800 on
the 22-acre site the company
bought across the street, for a
total of 9,400 employees by 2017,
according to documents filed
with the city.

On May 16, the commission-
ers heard Menlo Park residents
share what they thought the
project’s environmental impact
report (EIR) should consider,
including bicycle access, pedes-
trian safety, and wildlife preser-
vation.

Matt Henry, speaking for
the Belle Haven Neighborhood
Association, brought up the
interchange between Willow
Road and U.S. 101, saying it
had been overlooked in the
proposed EIR. “At eight differ-
ent places on this interchange,
cars and people compete for

space,” he said and advocated
for a pedestrian bridge run-
ning from the Belle Haven side
of the highway to Bay Road on
the other side.

Representatives from the
South Bay Salt Pond Restoration
Project urged the commission
to keep the wildlife refuge that
borders the campus.

The commissioners also
viewed a presentation by the
social networking giant that
included a glimpse of what the
campus might look like once
Facebook finishes renovations
by 2013.

“Facebook is really all about
communication and making
connections,” Director of Real
Estate John Tenanes said. As
a result, the company wants
to open up the buildings to
facilitate employee interac-
tion. He showed renditions of
garage-type doors that would
open from the office buildings
into a central courtyard as an
example.

Menlo Park will also accept
written comments on what
items to include in the EIR
until May 26. Email comments
to Development Services
Manager Justin Murphy at
jicmurphy@menlopark.org or
send to 701 Laurel St., Menlo
Park, CA 94025.

Businesses boom and bust in Menlo

As businesses like Great Clips
open in Menlo Park and others,
such as Marche, close, you may
be curious as to exactly how often
that happens.

According to John McGirr, rev-
enue and claims manager for the
city of Menlo Park, a total of 217
new business licenses were issued
in 2009 and 207 closed out. The
following year saw 223 new licenses
and 185 close-outs. He noted that
some businesses, such as banks,
don’t need a local license.

Rotary furnishes
furniture for troops

Troops catching a break at the
USO lounge at the San Francisco
International Airport can now
lounge in $50,000 of new leather
furniture, thanks to local Rotary
clubs.

Mark Flegel, of Flegels Fine Fur-
niture in Menlo Park, agreed to help
when fellow Rotarian Don Bowcutt
asked for five new recliners. After
working with 10 clubs, and Han-
cock & Moore leather furniture in
North Carolina that discounted the
cost by 60 percent, they donated 10

m MENLO BRIEFS

recliners, a sofa, loveseat, and six
dining chairs.

Budget, budget

It could be a long night on Tues-
day, May 24, when the Menlo Park
City Council meets to review the
proposed 2011-12 budget, the capi-
tal improvement plan, and the city’s
proposed contract with the police
sergeants union.

Visittinyurl.com/MP-budget1112
to see the budget proposal.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. in
the council chambers at the Civic
Center at 701 Laurel St.

Red-light camera hill
passes state Senate

A bill that regulates how cities
use red-light cameras passed the
state Senate with a unanimous 36-0
vote.

Sponsored by Sen. Joe Simitian,
D-Palo Alto, Senate Bill 29 requires
that:

Continued on next page
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Sequoias may reopen dining room soon
after highly contagious viral infection

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

r I Yhe dining room at The
Sequoias retirement com-
munity in Portola Valley

remained closed Monday, May

23, with residents still taking

meals in their apartments in

response to a highly contagious
viral infection that came to the
attention of Sequoias manage-

ment around May 11.

The dining room may reopen
by the middle of the week once
all residents and employees have
been free of symptoms for 72
hours, said Barbara Hood, the
chief executive of the parent
company Northern California
Presbyterian Homes & Services,
a nonprofit based in San Fran-
cisco.

As of Monday, four residents
in the independent-living apart-
ments and two employees had
symptoms, and there haven’t
been any new cases following
these six, Ms. Hood said.

“We’re about there,” she said.
“(The residents) can wait a
couple of days and we’ll be in the
clear.”

Meanwhile the policy of dis-
couraging visits by outsiders
remains in place, Ms. Hood
said.

Management closed the din-
ing room Monday, May 16, just
ahead of a recommendation to
do so by the San Mateo Coun-
ty Public Health Department,
Rick Isaacs, the health services
administrator, said in an earlier
interview.

The Norovirus family of
viruses infect the gastrointes-
tinal tract and are easy to pass
from one person to another,
Mr. Isaacs said. The symptoms
— nausea, vomiting and diar-
rhea — generally go away after
three days, during which dehy-
dration is the greatest threat to
health. But people can re-infect
themselves if they come in fur-
ther contact with the virus, Mr.
Isaacs said.

Residents with symptoms are
counseled to stay in their apart-
ments. Staff apply a red dot to
the door of affected apartments
and disinfect the apartments
every day with a diluted chlorine
solution, Mr. Isaacs said. Noro-
viruses are resistant to alcohol-

based disinfectants, so the best
defense is hand-washing, Mr.
Isaacs said.

The kitchen has a supply of
disposable dishes and silverware
for situations like this and they
are treated as hazardous during
disposal, Mr. Isaacs said.

No more than a dozen resi-
dents have had symptoms at
any one time and about six are
symptomatic as of May 17, Mr.
Isaacs said.

The management has kept the
county public health department
informed since the first case
showed up, Mr. Isaacs said.

Lines of communication
would open to the state Depart-
ment of Public Health if two or
more cases were to turn up in
the 43-bed nursing home, and
to the Department of Social
Services if cases came to the
26-bed assisted living facility or
the 18-bed memory-care facil-
ity, Mr. Isaacs said.

In October of 2003, an e-coli
infection took the life of one
resident and seriously infected
12 others. The management
closed the dining room in that
case as well.

Menlo Park home invaded, victim assaulted

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Stafff Writer

n early-morning call led
AMenlo Park police to the

scene of a home invasion
on Sunday in the 1000 block of
Windermere Avenue.

The adult male victim was
taken to the hospital with non-
life-threatening injuries caused
by an assault during the inva-
sion, according to a police
department press release.

One or more persons forced
entry into the home and ran-
sacked the place before fleeing,
police said. The victim then
called police around 7:30 a.m.

About an hour before the inci-

m CRIME NEWS

dent, residents of homes in the
600 block of Central Avenue and
the 800 block of Laurel Avenue
reported someone tried to break
into their houses as well. Inves-
tigators don’t know yet if the
incidents are related.

Police ask anyone with infor-
mation to contact Sgt. Tim
Brackett or Detective Christine
Powell at 330-6300.

Man robbed while
sitting in parked car

Two men allegedly robbed an
18-year-old man who was sitting

Continued from previous page

B Warning signs be posted
within 200 feet of intersections with
cameras.

B Installation sites be chosen on
the basis of safety and not revenue-
generating factors.

B Tickets include information on
whom the recipients can contact if
they have questions.

M “Snitch tickets,” which ask the
recipient to identify the driver, explain
that the recipient doesnt have to
incriminate themselves or the driver.
Snitch tickets are traffic violation
notices meant to identify the driver
during the alleged violation.

San Jose resident Vera Gil sug-
gested the legislation as part of Sen.
Simitian’s annual “There Oughta
Be a Law” contest after she got
multiple red-light camera tickets
for a car in Southern California she
doesn’t own and has never driven.

“People who get tickets for
someone else’s car need a way to
straighten things out,” Ms. Gil said
in a press release. “In my case, the
license plate was one letter different
than mine. I understand how that
mistake happens, but it took weeks
and weeks to clear-up. There was no
information on who to call.”

Thebill now goes to the Assembly
for a hearing and vote.

in his car at Grayson Court and
Arnold Way around 7:30 p.m.
Friday, May 20.

One man punched him in the
ear, while the other punched his
face before stealing a wallet and
cell phone, police said.

The duo fled in a 2006 Volvo,
but didn’t get very far. Based on
the victim’s description, Menlo
Park police arrested Samson
Ahokava, 19, and Navandeep
Kang, 18, for robbery, assault,
and conspiracy to commit a
crime.

PRODUCTION ERROR

Due to a production error,
the obituary for Franklin
Smith that ran in Almanac
on May 18 had the wrong
memorial service date.
The memorial service takes
place on Friday, May 27.

— Please see correct obituary
on page 16 of today's
Almanac

Embarcadero Publishing
regrets the error.

REAL ESTATE Q&A

by Monica Corman

-
~

What If You Can’t Get A Loan?

, N

Dear Monica: I am retired
and have very appropriate assets
for a comfortable retirement. I
own several investment proper-
ties and am trying to do a tax-
deferred exchange selling one
property and buying another.
However, to my great surprise I
have been turned down for a loan
by two large mainstream lenders
because I don’t have income from
employment. I was even going to
put down 75% and borrow only
25%. What should I do?

Ron D.

Dear Ron: This is a story I have
heard from several retired clients all
of whom have significant assets but

no income from employment. They
have all been turned down for loans
by major lenders. There are still a
few lenders who will be able to help
you so you will likely be able to find
the loan you need. But it is important
for retirees to know that the lending
climate has changed dramatically in
the past few years. Asset based loans
that were easy to get a few years ago
are hard to find and only available
to strong borrowers. If you are plan-
ning to buy a retirement property it
would be best to buy it while you are
still earning an income from a job. If
you wait until you are retired to buy
something, you may find that you
don't qualify for the loan

For answers to any questions you

may have on real estate, you may

e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
T also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

1064 Cherry Street

San Carlos, CA 94070 \

Kathy’s
Drapery Plus

Roman Shades
650-591-0220

Better Choice Since 1960
mail @rjsupholstery.com

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON
SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT

This is to notify you that an application for a Site
Development Permit, File X9H-626, has been submitted
for review by the Planning Commission of the Town

of Portola Valley. This proposal requests Planning
Commission approval of approximately 2,560 cubic
yards of earthwork in association with new residential
construction. The property is owned by Sam & Carolyn
Quezada located at 15 Sausal Drive and is identified as

APN: 079-111-010.

Planning Commission public hearing has been
scheduled to review this application on Wednesday,
June 1, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council
Chambers, Historic School House, Portola Valley, CA.

Public Hearings provide the general public and
interested parties an opportunity to provide testimony
on these items. If you challenge a proposed action(s)

in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues
you or someone else raised at a Public Hearing(s)
described above, or in written correspondence delivered
to the Planning Commission at, or prior to, the Public

Hearing(s).

Information pertaining to the proposal may be viewed
at Town Hall Building & Planning Department, Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 — 5:00
p.m. All interested persons are invited to appear before
the Planning Commission to be heard at the time and
place herein above mentioned.

Dated: May 13, 2011

Carol Borck
Planning Technician
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SFPUC stops work
around heritage oak

B Granny safe until
June 6.

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

meeting with San Mateo

County left the San Francis-

co Public Utilities Commis-
sion (SFPUC) reviewing options for
sparing a 65-foot-tall heritage oak
tree known as “Granny.”

The centuries-old tree sits in the
middle of a site in North Fair Oaks
designated for a planned water
pipeline meant to carry water from
the Hetch Hetchy, part of a $4.6 bil-
lion seismic improvement project.

For now, the agency has
ensconced the tree within an
“avoidance area” at 827 15th Ave.,
and directed its contractor, Moun-
tain Cascade, to stop work within
that boundary.

Ed Harrington, SFPUC general
manager, told the county in a let-

ter on May 18 that he personally
promised the zone around the tree
would, in fact, be avoided until
June 6 at the earliest. That gives the
agency enough time to review the
arborist report and evaluate the cost
of alternatives to removing the tree,
he said.

SFPUC spokeswoman Maureen
Barry described the meeting with
the county as “very cordial.” At
issue was whether the agency would
be subject to the county’s heritage
tree ordinance. The SFPUC is
claiming immunity as a public
agency.

The neighbors agreed to meet
with agency representatives, but
still want at least two weeks’ notice
before the tree is brought down,
according to Mary Ann Mullen,
who organized the campaign to
save Granny.

They continue to pursue a tem-
porary restraining order, Ms. Mul-
len said. |

Ferranti wins leadership award

Matthew Ferranti, a senior at
Sacred Heart Preparatory in Ather-
ton, is one of nine students nation-
wide to earn the Sons of Italy Foun-
dation’s 2011 National Education
and Leadership Award.

The Sons of Italy Foundation is
the philanthropic branch of the
Order Sons of Italy in America.
It awards scholarships to high
school, undergraduate, and gradu-
ate students of Italian decent across
America for their academic and
extracurricular achievements.

Matthew was chosen from a pool
of about 700 applicants of Italian
heritage based on his grade-point
average, standardized test scores,
and extracurricular commitments,

which include
journalism,
student govern-
ment, music,
and tutoring.

He will
attend the 23rd
annual Nation-
al Education &
Leadership Awards Gala at the
National Building Museum in
Washington, D.C., on Wednesday,
May 25, where Italian American
government and corporate leaders
will recognize the recipients for
their accomplishments. The award
includes a scholarship, but the
amount isn’t disclosed until after
the awards ceremony.

Matthew Ferranti

LITTLE LEAGUE

continued from page 5

As for the other sports groups,
working with them “will be the
natural steps we take when the
process really gets going,” he
said.

“No one group is trying to take
(control) of the fields,” he said,
and he is optimistic that the vari-
ous leagues will work together for
everyone’s benefit. If some people
have felt left out of the process so
far, he said, he is apologetic, but
“they didn’t miss out on anything
— we've just begun.”

M.J. Davey of Atherton, who
over the years has worked with
the local lacrosse league, said she
supports the park being used by all
youth sports, but urged the council
to “slow down, do it right, get all
the user groups together ... to come
up with a cohesive plan.”

Denise Kupperman, a member

of the Atherton Dames, said the
council should review the pro-
posed ballpark project “indepen-
dently of the money” that will be
donated to fund it. The proposal
“should stand on its own merits,”
she said.

Council members Elizabeth
Lewis and Jerry Carlson expressed
strong support for moving the
proposal forward. But Mayor Jim
Dobbie, who questioned whether
an improved ball field is a good
idea for the park, and Council-
man Bill Widmer said the league
said should do more public out-
reach before the town staff and
commission get involved.

Councilwoman Kathy McKei-
then, who criticized the league’s
lack of outreach to other park
users, countered that involving
town representatives now would
make the outreach process more
effective. Her list of concerns
about the proposal includes the

8 m The Almanac m May 25, 2011

L "
W
‘Flight Night’
Above: Donn Lee watches
high-tech, radio-controlled
model planes and
helicopters showcased at
the Portola Valley Flight
Night Electric Airshow

on May 19. Right: The
Mikado, a radio-controlled
model helicopter about 2
feet long, makes a landing
at the Portola Valley Town
Center soccer field. See
Page 5 and go online
(AlmanacNews.com) for
more photos.

5 ", ) i
T

Alpine Road trail work to begin soon

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

e next six months will see
Tl?mited access to the hiking
trail that runs along Alpine

Road from Portola Valley’s border

with Ladera west to Arastradero
Road.

B PORTOLA VALLEY

Stanford’s paying for the trail
upgrade fulfills one element of an
otherwise contentious 2006 initia-
tive that will allow the university
to proceed with plans to develop

intersection with Junipero Serra
Boulevard to the Portola Valley
border.

Confronted with the notion of a
smooth, wide, speedy — and traf-
fic-inviting — bikeway instead of
their uninviting, untrafficked and
meandering passage, Ladera and

Weekend Acres residents

In an agreement that obli-
gates Stanford University to
pay as much as $2.9 million
for the project, the town
has engaged contractors to
reroute and resurface parts of this
mile of old, cracked and often
bumpy asphalt, add a pedestrian
bridge and some new landscaping,
and stabilize the creek bank.

(In a related development,
the section of the trail between
Arastradero and Westridge Drive
will be closed until June 37so that
workers from Pacific Gas & Elec-
tric Corp. can relocate a utility
line, the town said.)

open space on the Santa Clara
County side of San Francisquito
Creek, which forms a boundary
with San Mateo County.
Residents of the unincorporated
neighborhoods of Ladera and
Stanford Weekend Acres flatly
rejected the university’s offer —
good until December 2013 — to
spend $8.4 million to improve the
rough and mismatched sections
of the Alpine Road path from the

appropriateness of “putting this
kind of ball field in the park,” she
said.

In addition, “I'm not happy
with the way (the process has)
been handled so far,” she said,
adding that by working with only
certain parties, such as the ten-
nis community — which stands
to gain resurfaced courts — it

appears to her that the league is
“trying to buy your way in.”

In the end, the push to involve
town resources prevailed, and
the council vote to move the
proposal forward to the Planning
Commission was unanimous.

Go to tinyurl.com/3vnzdb3
and find Item No. 17 to learn
more about the proposal. B

decided against the change.

Ladera and Stanford Weekend Acres The San Mateo County
flatly rejected the university’s offer.

Board of Supervisors and

the Committee for Green

Foothills backed them up.
If the San Mateo County-based
parties hold to their position
beyond the deadline, Stanford’s
agreement with Santa Clara Coun-
ty has the $8.4 million going to
that county’s Parks Department.

As for the Portola Valley portion
of the trail, Stanford will deposit
money with the town as needed
to pay for the work, thereby reliev-
ing the town of any upfront costs,
Public Works Director Howard
Young has said.

The town will post signs along
the trail as needed to advise walkers
and bikers of upcoming closures,
and the dirt trail on the north side
of Alpine Road will remain open
and available, according to a state-
ment from the town.

For more information, call the
Public Works Department at 851-
1700, ext. 216, or send e-mail to
towncenter@portolavalley.net. B
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‘Hearts for Japan’

Artwork and messages from students at Oak Knoll School in Menlo Park are displayed at a disaster relief
center located at a school gym in Miyagi prefecture, Japan. Nami Onodera, an Oak Knoll parent who is
originally from Tokyo, sent us this picture. In March, the students raised $4,500 in a “Hearts for Japan”
drive for disaster relief. The money was donated to “Save the Children,” an organization that specializes in
helping children in crisis.

Council says no to ethics oversight board

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

therton City Council-
Awoman Kathy McKeithen

said she is “horribly disap-
pointed with this council” after a
request she and Councilman Bill
Widmer put before their col-
leagues to consider forming an
ethics oversight board for the
town was rejected by the council
majority.

“Why on Earth the council
is afraid to air the issue (before
the public) is of concern to me,”
she told the Almanac after the
3-2 vote at the council’s May 18
meeting.

“Are we afraid we have too
much dirty laundry and to air it
would be a mistake?”

The request, in the form of
a “colleagues’ memorandum,”
was for the council to authorize
the town manager and attorney
to investigate options for estab-
lishing an ethics oversight board
to confidentially review citizen
complaints of actions by town
employees, and return to the
council with a recommenda-
tion. The memorandum sug-
gested the board’s membership
consist of a council member,
a resident who is a judge or an
attorney, and the town’s man-
ager or human resources direc-
tor.

Mayor Jim Dobbie and coun-
cil members Elizabeth Lewis
and Jerry Carlson opposed the
request. While some council
members noted during the brief

B ATHERTON

council discussion that the town
shouldn’t be incurring such a
cost as it faces severe budgetary
cuts, Ms. McKeithen argued
that “it’s costing a lot more in
litigation” because such a review
process doesn’t exist now.

The town has recently set-
tled litigation with two former
employees, and is currently
fighting several high-stakes law-
suits. “Our litigation fees ... have
been astronomical,” Ms. McKei-
then said. Some of the lawsuits
might have been prevented
had there been another viable
avenue available to people who
felt wronged by the town, she
said.

In opposing the request, May-
or Dobbie argued that creating
such a board would be “putting
in another layer” to complicate a
process best handled by the city
manager. If the manager doesn’t
perform that job to the council’s
satisfaction, he said, he should
be fired and replaced.

“That’s naive,” Ms. McKeithen
shot back. “We don’t just fire
people. We let people stay on
and on and on. It’s not easy to
fire people.”

After the meeting, Ms. McK-
eithen said that if the council
were to fire a city manager every
time it disagreed with his or her
decision, “we would be incur-
ring phenomenal expenses and
quite an unfortunate reputation
throughout the community, if

not the state and the country.

“It’s ridiculous to even consid-
er that that would be something
we could do.”

Mayor Dobbie acknowledged
after the meeting that the town’s
process for reviewing citizen
complaints in the past has “not
been working.” But, he added,
the current interim city manag-
er has been putting measures in
place to correct past problems,
and that’s the direction he wants
to go in.

“At the moment, we'’re trying
to run a very lean, mean town
administration,” he said. “I
believe we can do that (by) put-
ting the right people in the right
place.”

In addition to the cost of
staff time required for an over-
sight board, Mr. Dobbie said
he opposes the idea because,
“in my mind, it’s just another
political football,” with council
members choosing the board’s
members.

Ms. McKeithen told the Alma-
nac that rejection of the request
undermined council members’
stated support of transparency
in government. “Every single
one of us talked about transpar-
ency when we ran for council,”
she said. “What kind of trans-
parency is there when we’re not
willing to ... at least air an idea
about ethics in public.”

But according to Mayor Dob-
bie, “it’s not a question of airing
it in public. We are elected by the

See ETHICS, page 14
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DESIGNS INC

LANDSCAPE - DESIGN - BUILD

Ken Coverdell
(650) 726-5990
Award Winning Since 1985
www.blueskydesignsinc.com

Eliminate cravings ® Beat sugar oddiction ® No drugs
Private, one-on-one counseling * Based on nutritious foods
(all today for a free consultation. 650.323.5483

LITE For LIFE-MENLO PARK E -
\ 713 Oak Grove Ave, —

4 Menlo Park, CA ;

A menlopark@liteforlife.com 7
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NEIGHBORLY SERVICES ...
JUST FOR YOU!

Same great services.
Great new look.

LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF
MARSH ROAD AND FLORENCE STREET

¢ Restaurants and Take-out Food
e Cakes and Ice Cream
* Full Service Grocery Store

MIDDLEFIELD RD.
* Wines and Liquors

)
* Cleaners and Laundry ;
* Dentist 2
ol Servi

nsurance Services FLORENCE
* Wireless Services
* Fitness and Flexibility
101 FWY.

3636-3770 Florence Street, Redwood City

www.MarshManor.com

May 25, 2011 m The Almanac = 9



On June 26™
You're Invited!

Celebrate the 20™ Birthday of
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

1111}
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Join us for a community celebration Sunday, June 26, 10 am -4 pm
Location: Intersection of Quarry + Welch Roads, Palo Alto, CA

There will be fun for all ages, featuring more than 75 interactive booths, musical performances, storytelling,
face painting, local food favorites, cupcakes and more. We've helped so many children celebrate their birthdays.
Now we invite you and your family to help us celebrate ours. More information at anniversary.lpch.org.

20" Anniversary

Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital
at Stanford
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Local students win National Merit scholarships

Two seniors at the Menlo
School, one at Menlo-Atherton
High School, and three other
local residents have won Nation-
al Merit scholarships of $2,500
each, according to the National
Merit Scholarship Corporation.

The awards to Menlo School
students went to local residents —
Ryan T. Goulden of Portola Valley
and Jon-Jon W. Lam of Woodside.
Francis K. Masuda, the M-A stu-
dent, lives in Menlo Park.

The scholarships were also
awarded to Gregory G. Owen, a
Menlo Park resident who attends
Crystal Springs Uplands School;
Carey V. Phelps, a Portola Valley
resident who attends Castilleja
School; and Amanda D. Zerbe, a
Woodside resident who attends
San Francisco University High
School.

Corporate-sponsored Merit
Scholarships were also awarded
to M-A senior Evan J. Amato

¢ Best Cafe

Sun-Mon
7am - 5pm

Tues-Sat
7am - 11pm

THANK
< YOU
r for voting for us
,{ R o N E inthe past and
M N L O P A R K please Vote for
ART GALLERY COFFEEHOUSE usagain!

* Best Independent Coffee/Tea House [®]3%
o Best Place to Meet People

1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650.327.0830
www.CafeBorrone.com

Scan to watch video

X N
Tune

in

and Menlo School senior Jona-
than D. Halprin. The corporate-
sponsored scholarships allow
business organizations to pro-
vide selected students with
annual stipends of $500 to
$10,000 per year or a single pay-
ment of $2,500 to $5,000. The
scholarships allow companies
to sponsor students who reside
in the community the company
serves, or who plan to pursue a
college major or career the com-

pany wishes to encourage.

The scholarship designees
were selected by a committee
of college admissions officers
and high school counselors,
who based their decision on
the student’s academic record,
difficulty level of the sub-
jects studied, standardized test
scores, leadership in school and
community activities, an essay,
and a recommendation written

by a high school official.

“The number of winners
named in each state is propor-
tional to the state’s percentage of
the nation’s high school gradu-
ating seniors,” the National
Merit Scholarship Corporation
said in a statement. It added
that the number of students
selected from each school is not
a measure of the school’s qual-
ity; rather, the program honors
individual students who show
an aptitude for academics and
the potential to succeed in rigor-
ous college studies.

— Caitlin Moyles

TWO WAYS TO VOTE FOR

READERS™ CHOICE 2011
Scan the QR code with your

mobile device to access the

ballot online,

or go to

AlmanacNews.com

/\

HJeAlmanaC
READERs*

o}
i
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ALMANA( READERS (HOI(E

and vote!

In this year’s Readers’

Choice we serenade the

businesses that make

Menlo Park groovy —
the rockin’ restaurants,

retailers and services
in or around town.

TheAImanaC
READERs*

c”°"'52011

BLACK EYED PEAS
(FOOD AND DRINK)
Best Bagels
Best Bakery
Best Breakfast
Best Dessert
Best Ice Cream/Frozen Yogurt
Best Independent Coffee
and Tea House
Best Hamburgers
Best New Food/Drink
Establishment
Best Pizza
Best Place to Buy Meat
Best Place to Buy Wine
Best Sandwiches
Best Seafood
Best Take Out

JOHNNY CASH
(RETAIL SHOPPING)

Best Bicycle Shop

Best Bookstore

Best Boutique

Best Floor Coverings

Best Frame Store

Best Gift and Novelty Store

Best Grocery
Best Hardware Store

Best Home Decor & Furnishings
Best Jewelry Store

Best Lingerie

Best New Retail Business

Best Nursery

Best Pet Store

Best Produce

Best Shoe Store

Best Toy Shop

MEN AT WORK
(SERVICES)
Best Auto Repair
Best Barber
Best Dry Cleaner
Best Day Spa
Best Gym
Best Fitness Classes
Best Florist
Best Green Business
Best Hair Salon
Best Health & Nutrition Services
Best Hotel
Best Landscape Service
Best Manicure/Pedicure
Best New Service Business

Best Painter
Best Pharmacy
Best Plumber

Best Travel Agency
Best Yoga

RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS
(RESTAURANTYS)
Best Casual Dining
Best Chinese Restaurant
Best Dining with Kids
Best French Restaurant
Best Indian Restaurant
Best Intimate Dining
Best Italian Restaurant
Best Japanese Restaurant
Best Mexican Restaurant
Best New Restaurant
Best Wine List

NIRVANA
(FUN STUFF)
Best Happy Hour
Best Place for a Date
Best Place to Meet People
Best Place for a Children’s
Birthday Party
Best Live Music
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Transportation commission questions downtown plan data

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

r I Vhe initial discussion of
the newly released down-
town/El Camino Real spe-

cific plan environmental impact

report (EIR) left more questions
than answers at the Menlo Park

Transportation Commission.

The traffic study shows 13,385
more car trips per day into the
downtown area under the devel-
opment scenario outlined in the
specific plan. That includes 899
more car trips during the morn-
ing commute, and 1,319 more
car trips during the evening. But
those numbers might be a low-
ball estimate.

Commissioner Ray Mueller
said he’s waiting to find out
what the traffic impact could
be once a projected 28 percent
increase in traffic from growth

H MENLO PARK

and other projects is also taken
into consideration. Staff suggest-
ed comparing data from multiple
tables within the report, but both
Mr. Mueller and staff found that
too confusing.

“Im concerned that number
isn’t easily accessible,” he said.
“To be fair, 'm not bringing
that up because I'm against the
plan or for it. It’s just data that
we need. The problem I have
right now is that without the
basic underlying data, it’s hard
to know what questions to ask.
I don’t really know what the pic-
ture is that I'm looking at.”

Mr. Mueller said city staff
committed to providing that
information at the commission’s
next meeting.

Commissioner Charles Bourne

A RETROSPECTIVE

Can classic eyeglasses be called “retro” if
they never went out of style? While that point
may be debatable, there is no questioning the
fact that classic-style square, rectangular, and
perfectly round eyeglasses are the “in”look when
it comes to eyeglass frames. For a slightly more
sophisticated look, square and rectangular
glasses in delicate, thin frames lend themselves
to fine style. Any frame color is acceptable, but
black, brown and tortoiseshell remain the most
popular. Women are more likely to experiment

with burgundy; teal and purple frames in similar
square and rectangular shapes. Scaled-down
rectangular frames in black and brown continue
to represent the “professional” face of women in
the workplace.

At MENLO OPTICAL, we understand that
eyeglasses are an individualized product. Visit
us at 1166 University Drive, on the corner of Oak
Grove Avenue and University Drive, to browse
through our collection of stylish eyeglass frames
from top designers. We can assist you in select-
ing frames that it your lifestyle and flatter your
appearance. Do you have a full or round face?
Shallow, angular styles can help your face look
longer. Do you have along face? Pick a frame that
is wide across the face. Call us at 322-3900 if you
have questions about eyewear.

PS. Large sunglasses that reach down to
cover part of the check are currently very popular
among women.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California. He
can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166 University
Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.

2808 EL. CAMINO REAL

had a few questions of his own.
Well, more than a few. He
focused on how high-speed rail
would affect the study, along
with El Camino Real lane con-
figurations, traffic, and park-
ing — in particular, how the
proposed design would impact
downtown businesses such as
Wells Fargo and Trader Joe’s that
currently rely on plazas 6 and 7
for customer parking.

On the other hand, colleague
Martin Engel had fewer ques-
tions, but a firmer stance vis-a-
vis the plan. “Bottom line? I'm

against it,” he said.

Once traffic from all incom-
ing projects such as the Stan-
ford hospital expansion and the
Bohannon Gateway development
are considered, according to Mr.
Engel’s calculations, the city is
looking at 50,000 daily car trips.

“And that’s insane! While the
downtown planning has been
dragging on for over two years
and the city has spent over a
million on it, there has been an
ever louder voice in opposition,”
he commented. “That voice
should be listened to. As with

most projects, the initial con-
cept and vision sound absolutely
attractive. However, the devil is
in the details and the realities.
Traffic is merely one of those
devils.” B

m MEETING

The Menlo Park Transportation
Commission will hear a formal
presentation of the downtown
specific plan EIR when it next
meets on Wednesday, June 8, at
7 p.m. in the council chambers at
the Civic Center, 701 Laurel St.

Opponents release poll on Saltworks

B Developer questions credibility of poll.

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

participants in a recent survey

of 350 residents of Redwood
City, they would reject a proposal
now under consideration to build
some 12,000 new homes on what
are now off-shore salt flats in their
city. The project would include
substantial open space, recreational
space, and 1 million square feet of
commercial space.

The telephone poll was paid for
by Save the Bay, an Oakland-based
nonprofitenvironmental group that
opposes the development proposed
by Minneapolis-based Cargill Salt
Corp. and an Arizona developer.
Sacramento-based J. Moore Meth-
ods conducted the poll from May
11 to 15 and noted a margin of error

If the decision were up to the

(3 LIGHTS SOUTH OF WOODSIDE RD.)

REDWOOD CITY
650-365-3000

* KNOWN, TRUSTED

of 5.3 percentage points.

According to the poll results
reported by Save the Bay, 57 percent
of those surveyed said they oppose
the project.

The opposition dropped to 51
percent after being read a descrip-
tion of the plan from Cargill’s
proposal. But after participants
were asked whether they agreed or
disagreed with a series of statements
— such as, “Traffic from 12,000
new homes will make congestion
on local streets and freeways much
worse” — the overall opposition
rose to 64 percent.

A whopping 83 percent of par-
ticipants said the matter should be
decided by voters and not the City
Council in Redwood City, and 54
percent said they would weigh a
candidate’s position on this project
in the next City Council election.

SAFE-EASY-LOCAL

* IN BUSINESS SINCE 1989

e FULL SERVICE JEWELER & WATCH REPAIR

WWW.JACKSONSQUARE.COM

TUES. — SAT. 10AM TO 5PM
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

Now PAYING TOP DOLLAR FOR:
— ROLEX
— GOLD, SILVER OR PLATINUM

e VIEW THE PROCESS IN A COMFORTABLE SETTING

E BUY STERLING FLATWARE, SILVERWARE, SILVER
SILVER JEWELRY AND BARS— NOT SURE? BRING I

Developer responds

The developer — DMB Associ-
ates Inc. in Scottsdale, Arizona
— challenged the credibility of the
poll and its sponsors.

“Redwood City voters have
already spoken about this,” said
DMB spokesman Jay Reed, “and
they kicked (Save the Bay Execu-
tive Director) David Lewis back to
Oakland.”

Mr. Reed was referring to Mea-
sure W, a November 2008 initia-
tive that would have required a
two-thirds majority of voters to
approve City Council decisions on
uses of unimproved land. A Save
the Bay poll at that time said the
measure had 71 percent support,
Mr. Reed said, but it lost to a 63
percent majority.

“This is David Lewis grasping at
straws trying to stop the (environ-
mental review) process,” Mr. Reed
said. “David Lewis has as much
credibility about public opinion
in Redwood City as Tiger Woods
does talking about marital fidel-
ity
“First of all,” Mr. Lewis said when
asked to comment, “the numbers
don’t lie. This poll’s been released
in its entirety. All the information
is there. Anyone can look at it and
see what it says. Basically, there’s no
good news for DMB in this poll.”

Sixty-five percent of poll par-
ticipants described themselves as
environmentalists, while a plural-
ity of 43 percent labeled themselves
“pro-growth.”

As to which was the greater pri-
ority, 61 percent favored jobs and
the economy over civil rights and
the environment.

Asked to describe themselves
on a political spectrum, results
showed 54 percent of the partici-

— JEWELRY NEW OR OLD, WORN EVEN
DAMAGED

— PATEK PHILIPPE, CARTIER AND ANY
FINE WATCHES

— DIAMONDS & PRECIOUS GEMS

— SILVER AND GOLD COINS

— NOT SURE? BRING IT IN!

— STERLING SILVER AND FLATWARE

— WE ALSO ACCEPT TRADE-INS AND
CONSIGNMENT

FOR OVER 20 YEARS WE HAVE
BEEN A PART OF THE SAN
MATEO COUNTY COMMUNITY.
COME TO OUR STORE ON

EL CAMINO REAL WHERE YOU
CAN VIEW THE PROCESS AS
WE EVALUATE YOUR ITEMS.

pants chose moderate, 24 percent
conservative and 21 percent lib-
eral. As for their voter registra-
tion status, a 52 percent majority
registered as Democrats, with 26
percent Republican and 22 percent
Independent.

Go to tinyurl.com/SaltFlats to
examine the poll and its results. B

FREE
$15 GAs CARD

WITH EVERY SALE OF $200 OR MORE
ONE CARD PER CUSTOMER
EXPIRES 6/21/11
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Menlo Park man robbed on Willow Road

It apparently didn’t matter that a
51-year-old Menlo Park man had
linked his wallet to his belt loop.
While walking in the 1100 block of
Willow Road on Thursday, May 19,
a young man came up behind the
man, pulled on his attached wallet
and got away with it, police said.

The suspect ran behind an apart-
ment building but the victim and
suspect encountered each again
a few minutes later, according to
Nicole Acker, spokeswoman for
the Menlo Park Police Department.
The victim demanded the return of
his wallet, but the suspect told him
he’d have to fight for it, at which
point the victim retreated and the
suspect ran off, police said.

There were no injuries.

Police are looking for a Hispanic
man about 25 years old, 5 feet 10
inches tall with shoulder length
black hair and weighing about 185

THE
ALMANAC

Reapers’ CHoice
VOTE BY JULY 3

TheAlmanacOnline.com

To report information about this
case, call police at 330-6300 or the
anonymous tip line at 330-6395.

pounds. At the time of the incident,
he was reported to be wearing a
white T-shirt and blue jeans.

Volunteer Drivers Needed!

e
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Cook’s Seafood
Restaurant & Market
H GREAT PLACE TE EAT LLNCH O] INNNER
Seafood Dinners from $595 to $995
Try our new Grilled Seafood Specials
Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips
Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.
Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.

Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri ‘fil 9 pm; Market: Mon - Sat 9-7 pm
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS Market: 10-5 pm; Restaurant:11-7 pm

751 El Caming Real Call In Orclers Welcome
Menlo Park, CA 94025 Phone 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

SEAFOOD

Restourant & Freah Fisk Markei

- e 9 % A
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It takes a lot for seniors to ask for help.

When they do ask for a ride,
help us get them where they need to go!

Become a volunteer driver for Avenidas.

Call (650) 289-5412 or =Avenidas

visit ww w.avenidas.org. Where age is just a number

LEARNING STRATEGIES

“COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION”

One-on-one in home tutoring by qualified educators. K-12, all subject areas
and specialized test prep for the ISEE, SSAT, HSPT, SAT | & II, AP,
summer reading, and writing skills. Learning Strategies individualizes
programs scheduled around you and your child’s busy summer.

Schedule private lessons in your
home around summer plans.

Please look at our website for further information
www.creative-learning-strategies.com
or call (650) 747-9651 and/or email at
victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
References available upon request

*FREE hour with a 10 session commitment

The Menlo Park Tradition Continues! June 10,11, 12

Mu&?caa En#ef”#aﬁn%zen#

Friday 6:00 to 10:00 — Spill The Wine (Soul, Funk, R&B)
Saturday 6:00 to 10:00 — The Bell Brothers (New Country)
Sunday 2:00 to 6:00 — Second Story (Classic Rock)

Corner of Oak Grove & Laurel, Menlo Park...

Raffle
Grand Prize
Toyota Prius

@W with by) Z%e“lf“é’ on &%179
& Ma%garﬁlfag
@Wa# gegecﬁ@n @f f@@cl

FREE ADMISSION

Nativity School Grounds at 1250 Laurel St.

(Sﬁﬂenlf ﬂuﬁ’tﬁ@n

In the New Gym — Friday 5-11pm
Saturday, Noon-8pm
Sunday Noon-5pm (Pick-up day only)

12 Thrilling
Carnival
Rides &

Kiddie Land

@a?nﬁvag ﬁ@wﬂg

Friday, 5— 11pm
Saturday, Noon — 11pm
Sunday, Noon — 6pm

Security on-site

For more information, go to Facebook.com/nativitycarnival ® www.nativitycarnival.org
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NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING

The Menlo Park City Elementary School District will
hold a public hearing on the proposed budget for fiscal
year 2011-12 on Tuesday, June 14, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at
the Menlo Park City Elementary School District Office,
located at 181 Encinal Avenue, Atherton, California. A
copy of the proposed budget will be available for public
examination at the Menlo Park City Elementary School
District Office at the above location from June 9, 2011
through June 14, 2011 between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Any taxpayer directly affected by the
Menlo Park City Elementary School District Budget may
appear before the Menlo Park City Elementary School
District Board of Trustees and speak to the proposed
budget or any item therein.

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED
SUBDIVISION X6D-210, AND
PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) X7D-171
1260 WESTRDIGE DRIVE (APN: 077-050-200)
AND
PROPOSED MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
(RESCHEDULING OF CANCELLED MAY 18, 2011
PUBLIC HEARING)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the
Town of Portola Valley has rescheduled the public hearing on
this matter to June 1, 2011 to consider the project proposed by
Shorenstein Reality to subdivide the subject 11.60-acre property
located at 1260 Westridge Drive into three parcels to accom-
modate two new residential building sites. Also proposed as
part of the project is a PUD to regulate the specific manner in
which the three parcels may be used. The PUD, as provided for
under the town’s zoning ordinance, allows for flexibility to ensure
the unique property conditions are appropriately reflected in the
final standards controlling use and development of the subdivi-
sion lots for conformity with the basic intent of the Portola Valley
General Plan, and Zoning and Subdivision ordinances. Each of
the three new parcels will have a minimum area of over three (3)
acres, whereas the minimum parcel area for the property’s zon-
ing district is 2.5 acres.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the June 1, 2011 public hear-
ing will be continued to the July 6, 2011 Planning Commission
meeting to permit time for circulation of the proposed Mitigated
Negative Declaration for the project. Further, all reports, plans
and documents associated with this project are available for
review in the Portola Valley Planning Department at 765 Portola
Road, Portola Valley, California. The specific reports, plans and
supporting documents for the June 1, 2011 Planning Commis-
sion public hearing will be available in the Planning Department
on May 27, 2011.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the proposed Mitigated Nega-
tive Declaration regarding the above described project will be
available for public review from May 18, 2011 to June 18, 2011.
The Planning Commission of the Town of Portola Valley will initi-
ate consideration of the proposed Mitigated Negative Declara-
tion at its meeting on June 1, 2011 at 7:30 p.m., Town Hall (His-
toric Schoolhouse), 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, California.
This consideration will be continued to the July 6, 2011, planning
commission meeting, also starting at 7:30 p.m., along with the
hearing on the subdivision and PUD project, to allow time for
conclusion of the circulation period and response to comments
that may be received from the circulation process. Before the
Planning Commission acts on the proposed Mitigated Nega-
tive Declaration or the project, Commissioners will consider all
evidence, written and oral, pertaining to the proposed mitigated
negative declaration, and project. All interested persons are
invited to appear before the Planning Commission at the times
and place herein above-mentioned. Copies of the proposed
Mitigated Negative Declaration will be available at Portola Valley
Town Hall, 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, California starting on
May 18, 2011.

Dated:
Signed:

May 12, 2011
Carol Borck, Town Planning Technician
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By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

truggling to reduce a short-
Sfa]l as high as $1.3 million

that the town is projected
to owe for garbage collection ser-
vices, the Atherton City Council
last week approved garbage rate
hikes ranging from 15.5 percent
to 59 percent, depending on level
of service.

The council took the action at
its May 18 meeting after a public
hearing and a less-than-rosy
report on garbage collection
services by Councilman Bill
Widmer.

Mr. Widmer and Coun-
cilman Jerry Carlson, who
served on a council sub-
committee studying the
garbage rate issue, recom-
mended a rate schedule
that differed from any of
the three that the council had
previously considered.

“No solution ... will completely
address the shortfall,” Mr. Wid-
mer said. But the rates the sub-
committee was proposing would
be a sound middle ground that
would reduce the shortfall more
than rates endorsed in March,
which represented a 39 percent
increase for all service levels.

The subcommittee’s recom-
mendation was rejected, 3-2,
with the council’s first vote, with
Mayor Jim Dobbie and Kathy
McKeithen arguing that the rates
needed to be higher to cover more
of the town’s costs. But after the
council rejected a motion for
a higher rate schedule, a third
vote was taken on the Widmer/
Carlson recommendation, and
those rates were unanimously
approved.

B ATHERTON

The new rates are expected to
lower the shortfall projected if
rates remain the same from $1.3
million to about $941,000.

Under the new rate schedule,
effective July 15, residents using
a 20-gallon garbage can will pay
$20 per month, up 15.5 percent
from $17.32. The cost for a
32-gallon can goes up 59 percent,
from $27.69 to $44. Service for a
64-gallon barrel goes up 50 per-
cent, from $55.38 to $83; and for
a96-gallon barrel, from $82.18 to
$125, a 52 percent increase.

A key question yet to be resolved
is the outstanding debt the town

owes Allied Waste.

Residents will be charged more
for multiple green waste contain-
ers. Under the original propos-
al, customers would have been
charged $1 for each container
over the first two, which are free.
Under the approved schedule,
customers will be charged $6 for
each green waste container over
two.

The new rates are consider-
ably lower than those endorsed
by the council in December,
which ranged from increases of
63 percent for using the smallest
can available to 98 percent for
using the 96-gallon barrel. After
a public outcry and the raising
of many questions by residents
and council members alike, the
council in March endorsed more
moderate increases.

The new rates may be in for
another review and change in

Council settles on trash-rate hikes

the fall. The subcommittee
recommended that the town
look for other adjustments to
the waste collection service and
consider charging customers
more for green waste service.

Mr. Widmer said each green
waste barrel costs $19.35 to ser-
vice, and noted that Atherton
generates nearly 10.5 percent of
all organic tonnage collected in
the jurisdictions served by the
South Bayside Waste Manage-
ment Authority (SBWMA), a
joint powers authority repre-
senting 12 Peninsula jurisdic-
tions, including Atherton.

Mr. Widmer and Mr. Carl-
son spent many hours
over the last few months
working with Recology,
the town’s new garbage
collection contractor;
town staff; and SBW-
MA.

Another key question yet to
be resolved is the outstand-
ing debt the town owes Allied
Waste, which provided waste
collection service until January,
when Recology took over.

Allied Waste says that Ather-
ton must pay $334,000 in “true
up” costs. But questions have
been raised about the debt in
light of Allied Waste’s assur-
ances to the town in March 2010
that the 16.9 percent increase
passed at the time would be suf-
ficient for the company to cover
its costs and make the profit
agreed to in its contract with the
town.

Mr. Widmer said an audit
being performed by SBWMA is
expected to be concluded by
September, and that the debt
may not be as high as earlier
believed. B

ETHICS

continued from page 9

people to represent them. We don’t
need a plebiscite for every issue.

“Im certainly not afraid to bring
things to the public. ... But if we
bring everything to the public (for
adecision), what’s the point of hav-
ing elected officials?”

Before the vote, resident Jon
Buckheit said that an ethics over-
sight committee “is essential” to
address concerns of people who
have grievances with town actions.
Town officials and staff “need to
be accountable, and not (just) to
themselves.”

Mr. Buckheit is suing the town for
$10 million in federal court over the
handling ofhis 2008 arrest during a
domestic dispute in his home. He
was never charged with a crime,
and obtained a declaration of fac-
tual innocence in court. B

m POLICE CALLS

ATHERTON

Theft reports:

M Bike stolen from driveway, first block
of Encino Road, May 13.

W Two locked bikes stolen from bike
rack, Laurel Elementary School. 95
Edge Road, May 14.

Attempted residential burglary
report: Residence window smashed,
De Bell Drive, May 17.

MENLO PARK

Commercial burglary report: Loss
estimated at $11,000 in break-in and
theft of six computers and associated
equipment, Badgeville Corp., 855 Oak
Grove Ave., May 19.

Residential burglary reports:

M Loss estimated at $9,000 in break-in
to garage and theft of one bicycle, 800
block of Fremont Ave., May 18.

M Loss estimated at $7,470 in break-
in to unoccupied residence and theft
of two computers, three cell phones,
video game console, camera, jewelry,
MP3 player and charger, DVDs and
$100 cash, 1000 block of Creek Drive,

May 13.

M Loss estimated at $1,230 in entry
through unlocked door and theft of lap-
top computer, coin purse and jewelry,
200 block of Oak Court, May 16.

M Loss estimated at $620 in break-in
and theft of laptop computer, 1100
block of Merrill St., May 13.

B Unknown losses in entry through
open bedroom window and theft of two
pieces of jewelry, 1600 block of Stan-
ford Ave., May 19.

Fraud report: Loss estimated at
$5,000 in unauthorized use of debit
card, Fremont St., May 17.

Theft reports:

M Loss estimated at $600 in theft of
cell phone, 500 block of EI Camino
Real, May 13.

M Loss estimated at $200 in theft of
GPS device from unlocked vehicle,
700 block of Magnolia St., May 13.

M Video game console stolen, 1200
block of Willow Road, May 18.

Child Protective Services report:
700 block of El Camino Real, May 19.
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West Bay successfully pairs opera rarities

By Mort Levine

Special to the Alimanac

oncluding its remark-
‘ able 55th season with two

rarely seen works, West
Bay Opera has brought to Lucie
Stern Theatre in Palo Alto a run
of operas the company has never
before performed. Each has been
remarkable, but the two short
operas currently on view are par-
ticularly worth attending.

“Dido and Aeneas” by Henry
Purcell, one of the fathers of Brit-
ish opera, was written in 1689
for a Gentlewoman’s School in
London. The tale from Virgil’s
Aeneid has been done by more
than 60 composers the world
over. A Carthaginian queen who
dies for love, and then turns her
back on her lover when he seeks
her out in Hades, is just too good
a tale to pass by.

The second work is “La vida
breve” (“Lifeis Brief”) by Manuel
de Falla, arguably 20th century
Spain’s best composer. His tragic
heroineisa gypsy girl, Salud, who
is seduced by the slick Paco from
the other side of the tracks in
Grenada, Spain. The passionate
16-year-old is totally devoted to
him. When he marries someone
of his own class, Salud confronts
him after the fancy wedding and
dies at his feet. After all, this is
opera.

In both of these works, the
composers have brought the
driving force of music to carry
the story in most compelling
ways. Oddly, both also use dance

EH REVIEW

far more creatively than most
operatic works. In the Purcell
it probably related to use of the
young women at the school
where it premiered. That perfor-
mance had only one male, the
Trojan War hero, Aeneas. Dance
also figures powerfully in the
de Falla because of an inspired
collaboration with the Stanford
Flamenco group and a trio of
outstanding students of Spanish
dance, as well as a superb Spanish
guitar player, Adrian Murillo.
General Director Jose Luis
Moscovich assembled an array
of outstanding talents who
created this successful, albeit
unusual, pairing. Young Mexi-
can stage director Ragnar Conde
was adept at utilizing all of the
limited stage space in the seem-
ingly effortless movement of a
15-member chorus, a troupe
of dancers, and eight principal

H PERFORMANCES

West Bay Opera’s season ends
with “Dido and Aeneas” by Pur-
cell followed by “La vida breve”
by de Falla. Two more shows
will run at 8 p.m. Saturday, May
28, and 2 p.m. Sunday, May
29, at Lucie Stern Theatre,
1305 Middlefield Road in Palo
Alto. Tickets range from S35 to
$60 at the box office (650-424-
9999) or online at WBOpera.
org, where additional informa-
tion can be obtained.

voices in each production.

Some excellent lighting effects
were designed by Robert Ted
Anderson, especially in the Pur-
cell, heightening the impact of
the sorceress (well sung by Carla
Lopez-Speziale) and her two
witches (Alexandra Mena and
Kristen Choi).

Key role of the lead soprano in
both was competently handled
by mezzo Cathleen Candia, who
has heretofore sung lesser roles
at West Bay and other regional
companies. Her Aeneas was the
handsomely strapping baritone
Zachary Gordin, who seemed
to have a bit of hesitancy in
matching Dido’s ardor. How-
ever, he proved powerful in his
interpretation of the role of el
cantoar, the flamenco singer in
the de Falla.

Other noteworthy voices
included high soprano Shawnette
Sulker as Dido’s lady in waiting
and Salud’s grandmother, the
aforementioned Lopez-Speziale,
who proved a strong character
actress along with her fine
mezzo soprano instrument.

The booming bass voice of
Carlos Aguilar was totally effec-
tive as Salud’s protective uncle
Salvador. Tenor Pedro Betan-
court was unconvincing as the
seducer in “La vida breve” and
his high tenor seemed to be
overwhelmed at times in the
tricky Lucie Stern acoustics.

The WBO orchestra offered up
an admirable performance under
the crisp baton of conductor
Moscovich. B
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Photo by Veronica Weber/Embarcadero Media
“Backyard Outpost,” a playhouse that will be auctioned off as part of
the “Dreams Happen” benefit for Rebuilding Together Peninsula.

Playhouses to be auctioned off

For the 10th year, Stanford Shop-
ping Center is the setting for
playhouses that range in themes
from a classic firehouse to a creek-
side cottage. The 15 custom-made
playhouses will be auctioned at the
Dreams Happen gala to be hosted
by the shopping center June 4.

Dreams Happen brings together
architects, designers and builders
to create one-of-a-kind playhouses
to benefit Rebuilding Together
Peninsula, a nonprofit dedicated to
rehabilitating homes and facilities
for low-income families.

The playhouses will be on display
through June 11.

The Dreams Happen auction will

take place at 6:30 p.m. Saturday,
June 4, in the shopping center’s cen-
ter pavilion. Television personality
Diane Dwyer will serve as master
of ceremonies. Guests will dine and
dance under the stars, with food
provided by the shopping center’s
restaurants.

Since its inception, Dreams Hap-
pen has raised $2.8 million for
Rebuilding Together Peninsula
with winning playhouse bids rang-
ing from $6,000 to $70,000, says
spokesperson Kate Comfort Harr.

Visit rebuildingtogetherpenin-
sula.org for more information and
to buy tickets at $110. You can also
call for tickets: 366-6597.

FEAR THE BANK !

@ $ Millions of Dollars are confiscated from
Financial Institution Safe Deposit Boxes Yearly

@ Your Bank Safe Deposit Box is subject to seizure
by the LRS., Franchise Tax Board, & Homeland Security

True Story

Lu Hugdahl of Mountain View opened up a safe deposit box at a bank in Los
Altos in November of 2006.Two years later she went to open her safe deposit
box and was horrified to discover four or five rings and three necklaces
missing. On a police report she estimated two of the rings were worth
approximately $1,500.00, “one being a keepsake from a cherished friend who
assed away”, as reported by the Los Altos Town Crier. Hugdahl was stunned.

TRUSTYOUR VALUABLES, JEWELRY, PRECIOUS METALS, RECORDS
WITH THE GIANT OF THE PRIVATE SAFE DEPOSIT BOX INDUSTRY,

LOSIALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOS

IT.C0

" SAFE FROM STATE & FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INTRUSION

3

X DRIVE-IN. | PROTECTION
(650949

L

5801 iﬁmﬁ: 3
www.LOSALTOSVAULTcom DOWNTOWN LOS ALTOS

® No Social Security # Required
. ® No Computerized Recordkeeping
o /e e have NEVER Seized a Safe Deposit Box

* CLIMATE CONTROLEI |

=

|

G
s
e R

CLARUM HOMES

- MENLO PASSIVE

Come tour Menlo Park’s first ZErRo ENERGY PASSIVE HOME. Clarum
Homes will host a community open house and learning seminar. We’'ll
have expert Passive House consultants available to answer your ques-
tions and show you how Clarum Homes is reinventing Green Building.

Built by Clarum Homes. Call

i )— F = f’__'f ¥ - e . I“H:'

Live Carbon-Free, Tour Our Home

SATURDAY, JUNE 4TH,
4:30-6:30PM

1206 N. LEMON AVE
MENLO PARK

or visit
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FDR 502

John O’Connor’s

MenloParkFunerals.com

1182A Chestnut Street
MenlO Park, CA FD 2060

Facial Plastic Surgeon

A

h

www.hesslerplasticsurgery.com

Now offering Ulthera

The only FDA-approved ultrasound device for
skin tightening and lifting

Join us for our June open house

Call for details
uthera

Premier Plastic Surgery
1795 El Camino Real, Suite 200
Palo Alto, CA 94306

PremierPlasticSurgery.com

650.321.7100

Wegf’e M@Vﬁn7

On June 1st We’re Moving on up to Santa Cruz Ave.

Our New Adress:
865 Santa Cruz Ave. e Menlo Park
650.323.1097 * Hrs: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Vive Sol-(ocina Mexicana

2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View
(650) 938-2020

Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

Connoisseur Coffee Co.

2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City
(650) 369-5250 9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat.

Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

COMMUNITY

Memorial Day at
Union Cemetery

History Union Cemetery in
Redwood City will hold its annual
Memorial Day program at 10 a.m.
Monday, May 30, at the cemetery,
located on Woodside Road, a
couple of blocks west of El Camino
Real in Redwood City.

John Edmonds, cemetery presi-
dent, will conduct the program
with Romie Besseto as guest
speaker. During the ceremony,
children will place flowers, pro-
vided by the Native Daughters of
the Golden West, on the soldiers’
graves. Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution will provide ice
cream for the children after the
ceremony.

For more information, call Marie
Amaya at 369-7332.

Go to tinyurl.com/Union-Cem-
etery to see a map of the location.

Meditation retreat

at Allied Arts

Juniper’s Urban Meditation
Retreat, led by Buddhist master
Segyu Rinpoche will be held from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily May 26-28 at
Allied Arts Guild, 75 Arbor Road
in Menlo Park.

The retreat will focus on how
to find tranquility and spiritual
meaning in the modern world and
give participants the opportunity
to practice simple meditation tech-
niques from a qualified teacher.
Segyu Rinpoche trained for some
25 years with several Tibeta Bud-
dhism teachers.

Cost of the retreat is $250 for all
three days and includes lunch. For
information and reservations, call
Christina Juskiewicz at 299-9333.

Woodside

M Laura and Victor Patterson, a
daughter, May 11, Sequoia Hospital.

Franklin Smith
Aug. 26, 1924 —April 8, 2011

**Please see corrected Service Date**

Franklin Smith, a 50-year resident of Menlo
Park, died April 8th, 2011. He was born Aug. 26,
1924, in Texhoma, Oklahoma. He moved to the
Bay Area after serving his country in World War IT
in the Pacific Theatre. Frank graduated from U.C
Berkeley in 1950, where he was an active member
in the TKE Fraternity. After college, Frank joined
Lederle Labs as a Pharmaceutical Salesman and
successfully called on the Bay Area for more than
30 years, retiring in 1990. Frank moved to Menlo
Park in the late 1950’s with his wife Norma, where
they raised their three children.

He was a member of Ladera Oaks Swim & Ten-

nis Club, where he enjoyed
playing tennis with his wife
and friends. Frank also en-
joyed traveling, as well as
working on home improve-
ment projects. He is survived by his three children,
Scott Smith; Douglas Smith of San Francisco; Sha-
ron Smith of Menlo Park and two grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held Friday, May 27
at 11 A.M. at St. Raymonds Church, 1100 Santa
Cruz Ave, Menlo Park.

Memorial donations may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Foundation of America. Link:

PAID OBITUARY
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Atherton Tennis Center
www.alanmargot-tennis.net
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Talk: ‘Discoveries that rewrote history’

tanford professor and
Sarchaeologist Patrick Hunt

will discuss his book, “Ten
Discoveries that Rewrote Histo-
ry,” at 11 a.m. Saturday, June 4, in
the downstairs reading room at
the Menlo Park Library, located
at Alma Street and Ravenswood
Avenue.

Mr. Hunt, who has been teach-
ing archaeology, mythology and
art history since 1994 in the
Classics Department of Stanford
University, will talk about his
list of greatest archaeological
discoveries, which includes the
Rosetta Stone, Troy, and the
Dead Sea Scrolls.

Mr. Hunt received a big turn-
out when he spoke at the library
three years ago, said Roberta
Roth, outreach librarian at the
Menlo Park Library.

“(Mr. Hunt) has traveled
around the world,” said Ms.
Roth. “The last time he was here
he brought a slideshow from his
archaeological digs and travels.”
Ms. Roth added that attendees
can expect a similar presenta-
tion this year.

The audience will have an
opportunity to ask questions,
have refreshments, and purchase
Mr. Hunt’s book after the talk.

HE AROUND TOWN

The event is part of a series
of monthly Saturday programs
sponsored by the Friends of the
Menlo Park Library. The library
has been offering the Saturday
programs for the past 16 years,
Ms. Roth said, and has covered
a variety of topics from health to
black history month.

The event, which is free to the
public, is being co-sponsored
by the library’s Adult Summer
Reading Program and is in line
with this summer’s topic, “novel
destinations.”

Free van service is available for
Menlo Park seniors and people
with disabilities. Call 330-2512
or send an email to rlroth@
menlopark.org for more infor-
mation.

— Caitlin Moyles

InnVision garden gala

The annual InnVision garden
gala will be held from 2 to 5
p.m. Sunday, June 5, at a private
home in Atherton. With a theme
of “InnVision in Wonderland,”
the benefit will feature a high

Keep Your Home

Cool ana

Comfortable

This Summer Without Air Conditioning!

Energy upgrades stop unwanted heat from
entering your home!

Also Reduces Your Heating Bills in the Winter!
Peninsula based General Contractor —

PG&E trained and certified

Call today for free home energy evaluation
PG&E rebates available

ReNew Home Energy Systems

Ca Lic 725120

650 574 4422

sales@renewforhome.com www.renewforhome.com

NEED A TUTOR?

Join The Cludb!

g —— <
" Home Tutoring ¢

One-On-One Tutoring In Your Home
* All Subjects

* Pre-K-Adult
» SAT/ACT Prep

» ADD/LDD

e Study Skills
e Affordable Rates
e Qualified Tutors
* Flexible Schedules

~ Summer Programs Forming Now!

690-326-6300

www.clubztutoring.com

tea, musical entertainment, cro-
quet, surprise guests, and a live
auction.

InnVision helps men, women,
and children break the cycle
of poverty and move toward
self-sufficiency. Its programs ==}
include the Opportunity Ser- [
vices Center, Palo Alto Food
Closet, Breaking Bread Hot
Meals program, and Hotel de
Zink shelter.

Visit InnVision.org or call
Ann-Marie Meacham at 408-
380-8702 for tickets at $150.

Opera and song
at Little Store

The Little Store will present an
evening of opera and song from
5 to 8 p.m. Sunday, June 5, at the
restaurant, 3340 Woodside Road
in Woodside.

Eileen Meredith, soprano,
Raymond Chavez, tenor, and
Ron Valentino, pianist, will
entertain with opera arias and
Broadway melodies.

The event is $75 per person
and will include dinner with a
choice of salmon en croute or
roasted lamb chops. Reserva-
tions are required and may be
made by calling 851-8110. &

17288 Skyline Blvd. (650) 851-0303
Located at the crossroads of Highway 84 and 35 (Skyline)
Only a 10 minute drive up the hill of Woodside
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Local Family Owned

Don'’t miss being part of
Info Menlo 2011

Info 2011 will include all the
same useful information
you've come to rely on:

« City and Community Services

« Recreation and the Outdoors

« Detailed Calendar of Events

« Local Maps

« A useful almanac of local facts
and much more!

Allin a 100% glossy,
full color magazine

Advertisers:
Make sure your business is represented in this
year's Info publication.
Final advertising deadline is July 1

Contract your sales representative
for more information and to schedule your ad.

Publication date: September 14, 2011

nAlmanac

450 Cambridge Avenue, Palo Alto | 650.326.8210 | PaloAltoOnline.com
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Fair Oaks heritage tree saved, for now

e hope the commiission in charge of the $4.6 billion

seismic upgrade of the Hetch Hetchy water line that

passes through North Fair Oaks will respond to an
outpouring of concern from residents who are trying to save a
heritage oak tree that is growing in the right-of-way.

Fears that the tree was in trouble came Friday, May 13, when
the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission posted a notice
on the doors of nearby residents saying the tree would be taken
down on the following Mon-
day, May 16. The notice gave
tree supporters virtually no
time to reach commission
officials or to retain an attor-
ney who might help them halt the plan to take the tree down.
Although they may have seen plans that threatened the tree
in early pipeline planning, neighbors had not been given any
recent warning that the beautiful oak tree, estimated to be 300
years old, was even vulnerable.

The notice shocked resident Mary Ann Mullen, who quickly
went to work, notifying friends and the news media, and posting
awarning on the Almanac’s Town Square forum calling for help
to save the tree. She headlined her Town Square posting, “Heri-
tage Oak at risk — urgent,” which went out at 1:27 a.m. Saturday.

From there, the story took off, as neighbors and other sup-

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

Newsroom: (650) 223-6525
Newsroom Fax: (650) 223-7525
Advertising: (650) 854-2626
Advertising Fax: (650) 854-3650
e-mail news and photos with
captions to:
Editor@AImanacNews.com
e-mail letters to:
letters@AImanacNews.com

The Almanac, established in September,

1965, is delivered each week to residents

of Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and
Woodside and adjacent unincorporated areas
of southern San Mateo County. The Almanac

is qualified by decree of the Superior Court of
San Mateo County to publish public notices of
a governmental and legal nature, as stated in
Decree No. 147530, issued November 9, 1969.

Subscriptions are $60 for one year and
$100 for two years.
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H WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

All views must include a home address
and contact phone number. Published
letters will also appear on the web site,
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
Post your views on the
Town Square forum at
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

EMAIL your views to:
letters@almanacnews.com
and note this it is a letter to
the editor in the subject line.

MAIL or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,

Menlo Park, CA 94025.

CALL the Viewpoint desk at
223-6507.

porters offered to help save the tree. One early focus that
continues today is to retain an attorney who could help get a
temporary restraining order, halting threats to the tree until
all options could be considered. Questions also were raised
about whether the SFPUC needed a permit from the county to

remove a heritage tree.

The attention was not lost on the SFPUC, which got the mes-
sage and has agreed to put a moratorium on taking the tree down

LETTERS

Our readers write

‘Sunk costs’ rule applies
to downtown plan

Editor:

In your editorial of May 11,
regarding the unfavorable EIR
on the downtown plan, you
expressed much dismay about
the $1 million fee paid to con-
sultants that could be “wasted”
and about the setback that
would occur if the development
plan is scuttled along with the
$1 million “invested.”

In any college business school
program, one of the basic con-
cepts taught is “sunk costs.”
These are preliminary costs
incurred for a project prior to
the point at which a decision
must be made to proceed or
not proceed. At that point, all
such sunk costs are irrelevant
to a decision as to whether the
project should be a “go “ora “no
g0.” The only relevant decisions

See LETTERS, next page
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until at least June 6 in order to study whether there is a way to
route the line around or under the root structure of the tree.

These are the choices that should have been shared with
neighbors before the decision was made to chop down the
tree. It remains unclear why the commission chose to act so
quickly, but the answer may come when the SFPUC responds
to a public records act request filed by the Almanac for all
documents related to the tree.

After the initial confusion, it appears that Ed Harrington, the
commission’s general manager, is sincerely trying to find a way
to save the tree, known as “Granny” to neighbors.

In aletter to the county on May 18, he personally promised
that a protective zone, known as an “avoidance area” at 827
15th Ave., has been established around the tree and that he has
ordered the contractor to stop work within that boundary. The
order will give the agency enough time to consider the cost of
alternatives to taking down the tree.

The agency is also working with the county to determine if
it must comply with the heritage tree ordinance. The SFPUC
insists that as a public agency, it is not subject to the county regu-
lations, a contention that remains to be sorted out.

Over the last 10 years, Ms. Mullen says, she has seen at least
four species of owls roosting in the tree, as well as other rap-
tors and animals. She claims the killing of the tree is unneces-
sary, and wrong.

We agree. If there is a reasonable way, the SFPUC should rede-
sign its pipeline to go under or around the root structure of this
magnificent oak tree. It may cost more, but the end result will be
proof that a government agency can tailor its development plans
to satisfy a neighborhood’s concern, rather than knocking down
a heritage tree that means so much to nearby residents and the
birds and animals that make their home in or around it.

Our Regional
Heritage

Woodside History
Committee President Thalia
Lubin and Bob Dougherty,
author of a history of La
Honda, are looking for
additional photos and
artwork as they complete
the final draft of a book

on Woodside's history.

The cover picture shows

the Woodside Store at the
corner of Tripp and Kings
Mountain roads. The authors
are working with Arcadia,
the same publisher that
produced the La Honda
book, and are aiming to have
Woodside's book available
by the December holidays.
Anyone with material of
interest should contact
Thalia Lubin at the Woodside
History Museum, (650) 851-
1294 or woodsidehistory@
woodsidetown.org

Woodside History Committee

IMAGES
of America

WOODSIDE
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VIEWPOINT

LETTERS

Continued from previous page

factors are the future projected
costs and the future projected
benefits of the project.

While it is regrettable that $1
million was spent, it should not
be taken into consideration in any
analysis on what to do now. Be on
the lookout for dubious positions
that only serve as a way for offi-
cials to “save face” or to project
some form of “skin in the game.”

James R. Brenzel

Garland Drive

(The author is a Menlo Park
business owner)

Parts of plan conflict
with Farmers’ Market

Editor:

Following publication of the
environmental impact report, I
am writing to express my contin-
ued concern with specific aspects
of Menlo Park’s downtown plan.

As a member of the Menlo
Park Live Oaks Lions Club and a
longtime supporter and volunteer
at the Sunday Farmers’ Market, I
wish to make the following com-
ments.

I fear that the proposed partial
closure of Chestnut Street along
with a 4,000-square-foot market-
place structure will disrupt traffic
and make access to and from the
Sunday market a problem, both
for the farmers’ vehicles and the
general public.

Developments on this scale are
bound to negatively affect the
smooth running of this very suc-
cessful market and could in the
long term put the market at risk.

It puzzles me as to why the plan
still wants to introduce more
retailers, through the covered
market, when we have vacant sites
on Santa Cruz Avenue.

On the question of a general
increase in traffic, forecast under
the present downtown plan, I
have serious concerns regard-
ing the proposal to reduce the
through lanes on El Camino Real
from two to one at the Santa Cruz
crossing.

I regularly use El Camino to
visit downtown or to travel to
Palo Alto from Loyola Avenue
and it is already a bottleneck at
certain times of the day. With
the increase in traffic and a
reduction to one lane, I dread to
think what it will be like trying to
drive through Menlo Park. Please
reconsider this plan.

Finally, the recommendation
of the EIR to make changes on
a temporary basis is a good one,
as this will allow both the public
and the city to assess their effec-
tiveness before changes become
permanent.

John Hickson
Loyola Avenue, Menlo Park

Mississippi shows risk
of huilding below sea level

Editor:

Redwood City residents need
look no further than the national
news to realize that building new
homes for 30,000 people behind a
dike below sea level is a bad idea.

The U. S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers in Tennessee is blowing up
levees in order to protect cities
and towns as the Mississippi Riv-
er crests at levels not seen since
the 1930s. News reports over the
last few weeks feature the tragic
plight of families evacuating
their homes in low-lying areas at
or below sea level.

With all this national news, the
latest local news story s no surprise.
A new poll shows Redwood City
residents oppose Cargill’s proposed
Bay development below sea level by
a 2 to 1 margin. Even a developer
with public relations resources can-
not control the news.

Kaia Eakin
Redwood City

Council member supports
videotaping of meetings
Editor:

As an Atherton resident and
City Council member, and a
person who campaigned to
open our meetings to more of
the public through the use of
commonly available technology,
I am happy with the Atherton
Police Officers Association ini-
tiative to videotape and post
the meetings, which makes the
meetings available to all resi-
dents and furthers the concept
of open government.

While I hope my colleagues on
the council and the city man-
ager will help the town embrace
other automated information
and communications technol-
ogy, I appreciate the initiatives
and the efforts expended so
far and invite any resident who
could assist in this activity to
participate.

Bill Widmer
Atherton City Council
member

PRODUCTION ERROR

Due to a production error,
the obituary for Franklin
Smith that ran in Almanac
on May 18 had the wrong
memorial service date.
The memorial service takes
place on Friday, May 27.

— Please see correct obituary
on page 16 of today’s
Almanac

Embarcadero Publishing
regrets the error.

Marcy Wong Donn Logan Arch

Presidio Bank Partnership Sf

Great Teamwork...

“It takes more than a vision and creativity
to design successful architecture. It takes
teamwork with a great business bank to
support us along the way...Our banker is
one of us.” —Marcy Wong

PRESIDIO BANK

The business bank that works.

www.PresidioBank.com

Stanford Continuing Studies

The Writing Mind: A Course for First-Time Writers
Fiction Writing: Habits and Techniques

Starting and Sustaining Your Novel

Memoir Writing: Everybody Has a Story

Crafting Successful Crime Fiction

Poetry Writing: An Introduction

Your American Life: The Audio Essay

Writing 2.0: Blogging and Beyond

Jumpstart Your Novel

How to Get Published

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of courses in liberal arts
& sciences, creative writing, and professional & personal development.
Designed to cultivate learning and enrich the lives of adults in the Bay
Area, most courses are taught by Stanford instructors and are open to all.

Summer Registration Now Open. Enroll Today!
continuingstudies.stanford.edu

STANFORD

<= CONTINUING STUDIES
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Go to Opéen.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only

complete online open home guide.

ATHERTON PRICE UPON REQUEST
Exquisite English Country estate built in 2003. Situated on 1.3
+/- acres of lush, manicured grounds. Call for details.

Janise Taylor
650.543.1189

jtaylor@apr.com

&8 Judy Bogard-
Tanigami

| 650.209.1603
v Judyand
Sheri.com

Sheri
Hughes

650.209.1608 |
Judyand |
Sheri.com

LOS ALTOS

$3,499,995
Beautifully remodeled 4bd/3.5ba home. MBR and guest suite
on main level. Dedicated office on upper level. 5-car garage.
Open Sun.

Joe & Mary

Merkert
650.387.5464

jmerkert@apr.com

MENLO PARK $2,599,000
Spectacular 5bd/3ba home on the Sharon Heights Golf
Course. 3700+/-sf living space on 15,500+/-sf lot. Las
Lomitas Schools. Proximity to Hwy 280.

WOODSIDE

Marybeth Dorst
650.543.1227

mdorst@apr.com

$1,775,000
Nestled among mature oak trees, this spacious 3bd, ranch-style
home is conveniently located in central Woodside. Upgraded
and maintained with traditional detailing and charm.

—

MOUNTAIN VIEW $1,028,000
Charming 3bd/2ba home with top-of-the-line European
kitchen, spacious FR, large MBR suite with Jacuzzi tub +
separate shower.

Dottie Monroe
650.208.2500

dmonroe@apr.com

i

Monica Corman
650.465.5971

mcorman@apr.com

Joe & Mary
Merkert

650.387.5464

jmerkert@apr.com

Barbara Williams
650.814.0741

bwilliams@apr.com

i

Monica Corman
650.465.5971

mcorman@apr.com

Marcia Newton
650.465.9549

mnewton@apr.com

A
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ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS
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WOODSIDE $4,750,000
Absolutely gorgeous 5bd/5.5ba traditional-style home on 6.47
very private acres with fabulous Bay and city views.

)

e S

SALE PENDING

ATHERTON $3,295,000
This prime W. Atherton 4bd/3.5ba home is surrounded by
mature trees and gardens that contribute to the natural beauty
of the property. Pool. Las Lomitas Schools. Close to 280.

LOS ALTOS HILLS $2,199,000
Classical twist on mid-century design. Completely remod-
eled 3100+/- sf home. 4bd/3.5ba with vaulted ceilings and
HW floors.

MENLO PARK $1,495,000
Deep 19,758+/- sq. ft. lot in the award-winning Menlo Park
School District; can build one or two homes.

REDWOOD CITY $719,000
Lovely 3bd/2ba home with enclosed front patio gives total
privacy from the street. HW floors, new paint and new
carpeting.

PALO ALTO 650.323.1111 | MENLO PARK 650.462.1111 | LOS ALTOS 650.941.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Marin | Sonoma | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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