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Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only
complete online open home guide.

MENLO PARK
Expansive views of the hills above 
Woodside and Portola Valley. Nicely 
situated floor plan with separate 
dining and family rooms and 
master suite on a 14,300+/-sf lot. 
Pool and patio areas. A great value 
with the opportunity to add your 
own personal touches. Las Lomitas 
School District.

$1,695,000

WOODSIDE
Open floor plan with massive loft 
and vaulted ceiling. 800+/-sf slate 
deck becomes extension of the 
home. Crowned molding, recessed 
lighting, Old World plastered walls, 
French drain, new septic/leach 
fields, storage throughout. Flat 
grassy yard/garden with fountain. 
Woodside schools.

$1,095,000

ATHERTON
Complete with a gracious backdrop 
of towering redwoods, this just-
completed 2-story residence evokes 
the Old World ambiance of a 
Spanish colonial manor. Providing 
intimate retreats for everyone, 5bd 
in the 7677+/-sf main home each 
include their own bath. (1220+/-
sf) 1bd guest house for extended 
family living. Multiple fireplaces, 
home theatre and custom wine 
cellar all with distinctive touches.

$8,495,000

MENLO PARK OFFICE  1550 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 100  650.462.1111

WOODSIDE OFFICE  2930 WOODSIDE ROAD  650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES  |  Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Marin | Sonoma | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz



by Rebecca Wallace
Embarcadero Media

A 
veritable arts district is 
burgeoning at Stanford 
University, with a new 

building slated to be built to 
house a major donation of 20th-
century American art. Harry W. 
and Mary Margaret Anderson 
of Atherton and their daughter 
Mary Patricia Anderson Pence 
have announced that they’re 
donating 121 works by 86 art-
ists including Jackson Pollock, 
Richard Diebenkorn, Willem de 
Kooning and Mark Rothko.
 The university plans to open 
the Anderson Gallery in late 
2014, near the Cantor Arts Cen-
ter, the under-construction Bing 
Concert Hall, and the planned 
McMurtry Building for Art 
and Art History on campus, 
said Lisa Lapin, assistant vice 
president for university com-
munications.
 She described the art collec-
tion “as one of the most valuable 
and significant to be donated to 
any university.”

 Of the new gallery, she said: 
“The site plans are still being 
worked out. We need to retain 
an architect and do a design, so 
we don’t know the cost yet.”
 Harry and Mary Margaret, 
who are known as “Hunk” and 
“Moo,” have been assembling 
their collection for almost 50 
years, Ms. Lapin said. It contains 
work by a variety of modern and 
contemporary artists, represent-
ing such movements as abstract 
expressionism, California funk 
art and Bay Area figurative art.
 Works slated to be donated — 
indoor sculpture and paintings 
— include the 1947 painting 
“Lucifer” by Jackson Pollock, 
Wayne Thiebaud’s 1962 oil 
“Candy Counter,” the 1973 
painting “Ocean Park #60” by 
Richard Diebenkorn, and the 
1985 painting “Before, Again 
IV” by Joan Mitchell.
 “The Andersons’ contribution 
is historic and their desire to 
share this remarkable collection 
with the world reflects their 
philosophy that art can inspire 
all of us,” Stanford President 

John Hennessy said in a press 
release.
 In the same release, Harry and 
Mary Margaret were quoted as 
saying, “Throughout our adult 
lives, we have always been close-
ly associated with colleges and 
universities, and in making this 
gift to Stanford we anticipate 
the students, the public and the 
entire art community will have 
the opportunity to fully engage 
the collection.”
 The Andersons described the 
donated pieces as the core 
of their collection. Some will 
come from the array that has 
been exhibited for years at the 
Quadrus office complex off 
Sand Hill Road in Menlo Park.
 The couple have been collect-
ing art since the mid-1960s, 
starting with such early mod-
ernists as Picasso and Matisse 
and then concentrating on post-
World War II American art. 
They have lent their works to 
special exhibitions at the Cantor 
Arts Center, the San Francisco 
Museum of Modern Art and 
other museums.  A

Go to aacollection.com for more 
about the Anderson Collection.
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UPFRONT

Andersons give Stanford ‘core’ of art collection
The university plans to build Anderson Gallery to 
house 121 works given by the Atherton couple

Photo by L.A. Cicero

Atherton’s Harry W. and Mary Margaret Anderson with their daughter Mary Patricia Anderson Pence.

SUMMER SPECIAL
COMPLIMENTARY

DESIGN 
CONSULTATION

LANDSCAPE DESIGN - BUILD

Award Winning Since 1985

www.blueskydesignsinc.com

Call Today To Schedule
Your Appointment
650-726-5990



4  The Almanac June 22, 2011

Tune in 
and vote!

In this year’s Readers’ 

Choice we serenade the 

businesses that make 

Menlo Park groovy — 

the rockin’ restaurants, 

retailers and services 

in or around town.

Go to AlmanacNews.com/readers_choice  and Vote!

  BLACK EYED PEAS
(FOOD AND DRINK)

Best Bagels
Best Bakery
Best Breakfast
Best Dessert
Best Ice Cream/Frozen Yogurt
Best Independent Coff ee 

and Tea House
Best Hamburgers
Best New Food/Drink 

Establishment
Best Pizza
Best Place to Buy Meat
Best Place to Buy Wine
Best Sandwiches
Best Seafood
Best Take Out

  JOHNNY CASH
(RETAIL SHOPPING)

Best Bicycle Shop
Best Bookstore
Best Boutique
Best Floor Coverings
Best Frame Store
Best Gift and Novelty Store

Best Grocery
Best Hardware Store
Best Home Decor & Furnishings
Best Jewelry Store
Best Lingerie
Best New Retail Business
Best Nursery
Best Pet Store
Best Produce
Best Shoe Store
Best Toy Shop

  MEN AT WORK
(SERVICES)

Best Auto Repair
Best Barber
Best Dry Cleaner
Best Day Spa
Best Gym
Best Fitness Classes
Best Florist
Best Green Business
Best Hair Salon
Best Health & Nutrition Services
Best Hotel
Best Landscape Service
Best Manicure/Pedicure
Best New Service Business

Best Painter
Best Pharmacy
Best Plumber
Best Travel Agency
Best Yoga

  RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS
(RESTAURANTS)

Best Casual Dining
Best Chinese Restaurant
Best Dining with Kids
Best French Restaurant
Best Indian Restaurant
Best Intimate Dining
Best Italian Restaurant
Best Japanese Restaurant
Best Mexican Restaurant
Best New Restaurant
Best Wine List

  NIRVANA
(FUN STUFF)

Best Happy Hour
Best Place for a Date
Best Place to Meet People
Best Place for a Children’s 

Birthday Party
Best Live Music

A R T   G A L L E R Y   C O F F E E H O U S E

Sun-Mon 
7am - 5pm
Tues-Sat  

7am - 11pm

THANK 
YOU 

1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park 
650.327.0830

www.CafeBorrone.com

for voting for us 
in the past and 
please Vote for 

us again!

Scan to watch video

TWO WAYS TO VOTE FOR 
READERS’ CHOICE 2011

Scan the QR code with your 
mobile device to access the 

ballot online, 
or go to

AlmanacNews.com

Vote by 
July 3

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.
Visit ShopMenloPark.com today

Introducing



By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

A
lthough City Manager 
Glen Rojas character-
ized it as a restructuring 

instead of a pay raise, the end 
result of a 3-2 vote by the Menlo 

Park City Council on June 14 
was to bump up the salary 
for each police commander by 
approximately $14,000 a year.
 “A rose by any other name,” 
said pension reform advocate 
Ned Moritz during public com-

ment. “It doesn’t matter whether 
we call it a pay increase or a 
restructuring. It’s still a pay 
increase.”
 Council members Kirsten 
Keith and Peter Ohtaki dis-
sented. Vice Mayor Keith asked 
to postpone voting on that spe-
cific budget item to allow time 
for further analysis, a move her 
colleague agreed with. “It’s not 

going to hurt us to review and 
make sure,” Mr. Ohtaki said. 
But that motion failed 2-3.

Finding balance
 The raise passed as part of 
the city’s budget for the 2011-12 
fiscal year, which the council 
approved.
 The new budget closes a $571,675 
gap between revenue and expens-

es through a combination of 
measures such as paying off $7.16 
million of unfunded public safety 
pension liability for an immediate 
savings of $828,000, and $3.6 mil-
lion in interest overall; boosting 
fees; converting two sworn police 
officer positions to non-sworn 
slots; outsourcing some mainte-
nance services; and spending less. 
Despite talk of raising the utility 
users tax, the budget assumes that 

■ Budget deficit to 
mean smaller staff at 
Town Hall.

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

N
ighttime law enforcement 
in Woodside consists of 
two deputy sheriffs in two 

squad cars. During the day, there 
is at least one full-time deputy in a 
squad car, one part-time deputy on a 
motorcycle, and one more in a squad 
car and shared with Portola Valley — 
and funded in part by the state.
 That state funding, $100,000 
for each town, is in jeopardy. If it 
goes away, the towns may resort 
to replacing a shared deputy in a 
squad car with a more affordable 
alternative: a shared deputy on 
a motorcycle. Funding for this 
deputy was one of several items 

discussed on June 14 as the Town 
Council reviewed the proposed 
budget for the 2011-12 fiscal year 
that starts July 1.
 With projected general fund rev-
enues of $5.46 million and expenses 
of $5.82 million, the town will have 
to address the $334,000 deficit with 
several cost reductions, which Town 
Manager Susan George outlined in 
a detailed and comprehensive cover 
letter introducing the budget. If the 
council approves these steps, the 
budget for the 2012-13 fiscal year 
is expected to have a surplus of 
$113,000, Ms. George said. 
 The town would save $296,000 in 
the 2011-12 fiscal year by not filling 
the positions of four retiring staff 
members: the building official, a 
project manager, the geologist and 
an accountant. By keeping the first 

two of these positions vacant and 
having their duties covered by other 
staff members, and by eliminating 
the other two positions, the town 
would save another $416,500 in 
2012-13 and $305,000 annually 
after that, Ms. George said.
 “We will continue to look for ways 
to reduce costs without impact-
ing service,” Ms. George wrote. “I 
expect to be involved in related dis-
cussions with the Town Council for 
the balance of my tenure as town 
manager as we monitor and evalu-
ate the town’s fiscal condition.”
 Ms. George has said she is plan-
ning to retire in January 2012; a 
recruiting effort is under way to 
find her successor.
 Go to tinyurl.com/WS-bud-
get2011-12 to view the budget cover 
letter and the budget itself.
 The council is set to approve the 
budget at its Tuesday, June 28, meet-

ing in Independence Hall at Wood-
side and Whiskey Hill roads.

Library remodel delay
 Staff recommended delaying the 
library remodel by at least a year. 
The project estimate, set at $2 mil-
lion in October 2010, is now $2.4 
million, Ms. George wrote in her 
letter.
 The remodeling plan includes 
better patio access, a self-help hold-
ing area, a new information desk, a 
living room-like area, and glassed-
in rooms for teens and quiet study.
 The town would be responsible 
for $1.8 million drawn from its $2 
million reserve set aside for library 
maintenance. The county library 
administration, which oversees 

such reserves for libraries through-
out the county, has offered to bridge 
the gap by diverting Woodside’s 
2011-12 annual replenishment.
 But after expenses, that scenario 
would leave Woodside’s reserve at 
$137,000, Ms. George noted, with 
no replenishment until the 2012-13 
fiscal year.
 “I feel that this is too close a mar-
gin, given current economic cir-
cumstances,” she wrote. “I ... would 
rather have enough money already 
in the bank to support it before we 
award a construction contract.”
  “The library is perfectly accept-
able as it stands today,” Ms. George 
added in remarks to the council.
 Also in the budget: an upgrade to 
the in-road lights at the crosswalks 
for the elementary school, and a 
plan to repair or replace bridges on 
Portola, King’s Mountain and 
Mountain Home roads.  A
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State funding loss imperils daytime squad car
Related story: Portola Valley budget 
would impact daily traffic patrol. 
Page 8.

 WOODSIDE

Four candidates seek seat 
on school district board
By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

F
our applicants for a vacant 
seat on the Menlo Park 
City School District board 

will be interviewed by board 
members on Tuesday, June 21, at 
a special meeting that begins at 
6 p.m. The board will deliberate 
and appoint one of the candi-
dates at the end of the meeting.
 Ana Uribe Ruiz, who unsuc-
cessfully ran for the board last 
November, has applied for the 
seat, as has former board mem-
ber Jeffrey Child. The other 
applicants are Pam Larkin and 
Ivan Montoya.
 The appointment will be for 
the remainder of Mark Box’s 
term, which expires in Decem-
ber 2012; Mr. Box has resigned 
from the board, effective June 
30, to move to Spain.
 Residents of the district, which 

serves parts of Menlo Park and 
Atherton, had until 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, June 17, to apply for the 
position. Each candidate was 
required to submit a written 
statement with the application. 
The following information is 
from the statements.

Jeffrey Child
 Mr. Child was elected to the 
board in 2006, and didn’t seek 
re-election when his four-year 
term ended last year. He was a 
board member and the treasurer 
of the Menlo Park-Atherton 
Education Foundation, which 
supports the K-8 district, from 
2004 to 2008.
 He has been a board member of 
the Menlo-Atherton High School 
Foundation for the Future since 
last year, and is a member of the 
city of Menlo Park’s Finance and 

Menlo Park police commander pay bump passes on split vote
■ The raise is part of the new city budget 
approved by the Menlo Park council.

See POLICE, page 8

See BOARD, page 8

Almanac photo by Michelle Le

Deconstructing history
A worker uses a hose Thursday to control dust created by the demolition of the old gymnasium at the Menlo 
Park Civic Center. A new gymnastics center will rise on the site, and is due to be completed by January.
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Wednesday: Block party, free concert

Willows crime meeting
 After another spate of burglar-
ies in the Willows neighbor-
hood, the Menlo Park police 
department will hold a com-
munity meeting on Tuesday, 
June 21, to share crime statistics 
and discuss prevention efforts. 
The meeting starts at 7 p.m. in 
council chambers at the Civic 
Center at 701 Laurel St.

Council delays green 
building standards
       The first phase of imple-
menting new green building 
standards in Menlo Park was 
delayed after the City Council 
on June 14 unanimously asked 
staff to revise the proposed 
ordinance.
 The ordinance would require 
new construction currently sub-
ject to California’s green build-
ing standards to exceed the 
state’s required energy efficiency 
by 15 percent. Builders would 
need to test heating and cooling 
ducts for leaks and install cool 
roofs that meet certain stan-
dards for reflecting sunshine 
and releasing absorbed heat. The 
council wants the ordinance to 
state that alternative methods 
could be used for cool roofs on 
residential homes.
 The state energy commission 
must approve the ordinance 
before it goes into effect, a pro-
cess expected to take approxi-
mately three months once the 
city adopts it.
 The ordinance would fulfill a 
goal stated in the city’s climate 
action plan to exceed the state’s 
green building standards.
 According to the staff report, 
the City Council will review the 
climate action plan at its July 19 

meeting, which will start at 7 
p.m. in council chambers at the 
Civic Center at 701 Laurel St. 
The ordinance is also expected 
to return to council that night.

Council on hiatus
 The Civic Center will be 
quieter than usual on Tuesday 
nights as the Menlo Park City 
Council interrupts its regularly 
scheduled meetings with a four-
week hiatus.
 The council doesn’t plan to 
meet again until July 19, at 7 
p.m. in the council chambers at 
the Civic Center, 701 Laurel St.

Labor board hearing
 The state Public Employee 
Relations Board hearing over 
union complaints of unfair 
labor practices in the Menlo 
Park Fire Protection District is 
expected to finish on Friday, 
June 24, said fire Chief Harold 
Schapelhouman.
 He said they expect a ruling by 
the end of this year.
 “At this point, that is all that 
we are prepared to say since the 
hearing is not over,” the chief 
said.
 John Wurdinger, vice presi-
dent of the Menlo Park Fire-
fighters Association, said the 
union had amended its com-
plaint as a result of  a contract 
imposed on the firefighters in 
April. Negotiations first broke 
down in 2009. He said both sides 
will have four to six weeks to file 
closing briefs after transcripts 
become available, and then the 
judge will render a decision.

 BRIEFS

 The Groove Kings, dogs on 
parade, and outdoor dining; what 
more could a Menlo Park resi-
dent want on a summer evening? 
The Chamber of Commerce hosts 
its Fifth Annual Block Party on 
Wednesday, June 22, from 5:30 to 
9 p.m. on downtown Santa Cruz 
Avenue.
 The Groove Kings will play classic 
rock covers starting at 6:30 p.m. in 

Fremont Park, at University Drive 
and Santa Cruz Avenue. It’s the 
launch of an eight-week summer 
concert series running on Wednes-
day evenings through Aug. 10.
 Preparations for the block party 
include closing Santa Cruz Avenue 
at 3 p.m. between El Camino Real 
and University Drive. The street 
will re-open by 11 p.m., according 
to the chamber.

Downtown Alliance hires law firm
By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

P
utting its money where its 
mouth is, the Menlo Park 
Downtown Alliance hired a 

law firm to evaluate the environ-
mental impact of the proposed 
downtown specific plan, and won’t 
dismiss the possibility of a lawsuit.
 “We’ll keep all options open,” 
said co-founder Nancy Couperus. 
The group asked Shulte, Mihaly & 

Weinberger LLP to take a look at 
the draft environmental impact 
report (DEIR). The law firm found 
the report lacking in eight areas.
 The main criticisms focus 
on the lack of analysis regard-
ing environmental impacts if 
the downtown and El Camino 
Real corridors are built out to 
the maximum allowed by the 
proposed specific plan, and lack 

See DOWNTOWN, next page

Sale Dates:  JUNE 22, 23, 24, 25 www.robertsmarket.com

PINT BASKETS

CALIFORNIA 
BLACK MISSION FIGS  $299

 ea

SWEET 

WHITE CORN    49¢
 ea

Fresh Produce

Meat And Seafood

ea

On Sale Grocery

Wine and Spirits

RACK OF LAMB $1498
lb

CAMBRIDGE 
LINK SAUSAGE $498

lb

Deli Department
Introducing Barry’s Theatre Cookies 

Coconut Cranberry Craze (Vegan) ..............................$2.39 ea.

Deep Dark Secret (Gluten Free) .................................$2.99 ea.

Lemon Lavender .............................................................$2.39 ea.

Oatmeal Opulence ..........................................................$2.39 ea.

Billowy Mellow Mocha Almond (Gluten Free)  ........$2.99 ea.

lb

DANNON 
LIGHT & FIT YOGURT
6 OZ.

C & H 
PURE CANE SUGAR
4 LB. EASY POUR CARTON

SIMPLE GREEN ALL 
PURPOSE CLEANER
22 OZ.—SPRAY

EGGO 
HOMESTYLE WAFFLES
12 OZ.—ALSO BLUEBERRY

53¢$279

$319$179

WOODSIDE
PORTOLA VALLEY

$699

DRISCOLL

RASPBERRIES 

TRI TIP

NAPA VALLEY EXTRA VIRGIN OLIVE OIL
25 OZ.

$199

$898

2010 Lucia “Lucy” Rosé of Pinot Noir, 
Santa Lucia Highlands .............................................$1799

2010 Commanderie de Peyrassol, 
Cotes de Provence .....................................................$1899

2010 Dom. du Bagnol, Cassis ..................................$2499

2010 Ch. Pradeaux, Bandol......................................$2699

*The above wines assort for a 10% discount on 6, or more, bottles

2010 Rosé (Part 3)
Finally! The skies are clear and the temperatures are warm. Rosé weather has arrived. 

And there’s more good news… The 2010 vintage has produced fabulous dry rosés. Stock up today!

2010 Dom. Sorin, Cotes de Provence .......................$1199

2010 Ch. Routas, Coteaux Varois de Provence ........$1199

2010 Dom. de Fontsainte, Gris de Gris, Corbieres ....$1349

2010 Ojai Rosé, California ......................................$1499

2010 Ch. Lascaux, Coteaux du Languedoc ..............$1599

2010 Saint Andre de Figuiére, Cotes de Provence ..$1599

*SWEET TASTING DEMO*

–WOODSIDE– 
FRIDAY 6/24 at 2:30 PM 

–PORTOLA VALLEY–
SATURDAY 6/25 at 2:30 PM 



By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

A
ngie Howard, the town man-
ager of Portola Valley, said 
she hopes that before April 

2012, the town will find a location 
suitable for several below-market-
rate (BMR) homes and thus fulfill a 
longstanding state mandate.
 Ms. Howard set the April dead-
line for herself because that’s the 
month she plans to retire after 21 
years in Town Hall, including 11 
years leading the staff.
 The BMR homes could go on 
two parcels the town owns in the 
upscale Blue Oaks neighborhood 
— part of the deal in creating that 
subdivision — or in another loca-

tion. “We’re still looking,” she said 
in a phone interview.
 And her focus between now and 
April? “I’m going to continue to 
keep things running smoothly,” 
Ms. Howard replied. As for her suc-
cessor, the Town Council will likely 
begin to address recruitment plans 
at its July 17 meeting, she said.

Truly a team
       Ms. Howard came to Por-
tola Valley 21 years ago as a deputy 
town clerk. She advanced through 
positions of increasing responsibil-
ity, and, after several years as town 
administrator, was named town 
manager in 2008.
 Ms. Howard said she has hired 
everyone on the staff but Senior 
Maintenance Worker Skip Johnson 
and Planning Manager Leslie Lam-
bert, who is on medical leave.
 “This truly is a team and I am 
really honored and privileged to 

work with each and every one of 
them. It’s just an amazing group,” 
Ms. Howard said.
 Asked whether her management 
style tended toward the hierarchi-
cal or the horizontal, Ms. Howard 
did not hesitate. “It’s flat,” she said. 
“We truly work as a team. I am the 
boss and ultimately I get to pull that 
word out, but everyone here knows 
they have a say in what goes on.”
 Ms. Howard said she had no 
specific plans for after she retires. 
“I hope to be able to travel, because 
I love to travel, and to find a volun-
teer project to keep me interested 
and feeling useful,” she said.
 Asked to comment on Ms. How-
ard’s announcement, Ms. Lambert 
replied in an email: “Angie and I 
worked closely together for the past 
20 years. I will miss her terribly. We 
are very close and have a good deal 
of history together. Town Hall won’t 
be the same without her.”  A

of project-level review for items 
such as a parking garage. The 
law firm also questioned the 
DEIR’s reliance on mitigation 
measures that aren’t guaranteed 
to happen.
 The law firm didn’t skimp on 
details; it even dug into the his-
tory of parking plazas in Menlo 
Park and suggested that replacing a 
plaza with a garage would destroy 
a piece of history. “Indeed, Menlo 
Park’s parking plazas served as 
models to California and the 
Nation,” said Shulte, Mihaly & 
Weinberger.
 An attorney with the firm, 

Heather Minner, told the Alma-
nac that there have been times 
when a review uncovers only 
minor deficiencies, but that the 
specific plan DEIR contains seri-
ous omissions and flawed analy-
ses that need revision.
 Planning Commissioner Henry 
Riggs called the possibility of a legal 
challenge unfortunate. “This will 
cost us all, and for what purpose?” 
he said, noting the open forum 
for discussing the plan continues. 
“Some just do not want change 
under any circumstances.”
 Mayor Rich Cline and Vice 
Mayor Kirsten Keith, along with 
senior city staff, met with Down-
town Alliance members on June 
2. Both councilmembers said they 

didn’t know the group planned 
to have lawyers review the DEIR 
before the meeting. 
 “But the concern is understand-
able,” said Mayor Cline. “This is a 
big deal and a big change and it can 
have very positive impacts, but also 
negative impacts. I still maintain 
this makes the plan better in the 
long run. We can have a good open 
public discourse and find com-
mon ground in the end.”
 The Planning Commission 
begins its review of the specific 
plan and the DEIR this summer. 
Thomas Rogers, associate planner 
for Menlo Park, said if the report 
requires extensive revisions, the 
city may need to hold another 
45-day public comment period. A
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Nathalie Cooper, longtime local teacher, dies at 87

Portola Valley town manager to retire
■ She sets a goal to 
find a spot for below-
market-rate homes.

This obituary was submitted by 
friend and colleague Mary Anna 
Matsumoto.

N
athalie Cooper, who lived 
many years in Portola Val-
ley and devoted her life to 

educating the children of Portola 
Valley, died peacefully on May 31. 
She was 87.
 She was born in St. Francis-
ville, Illinois, and grew up there 
on the farm of her parents. She 
often spoke of the beauty of the 
countryside, the closeness of the 
community, and the satisfaction 
of enjoying food grown on the 
farm.
 She moved to California, attend-
ed the University of Southern 
California, and began teaching in 
Portola Valley in 1948 while her 
husband, John Cooper, attended 
Stanford Law School.
 At that time, Portola Valley 
was a farming community with 
two small school buildings, a gas 

pump, a Catho-
lic church, and 
a bar across 
f rom the 
school, where 
the patrons 
made way for 
the children to 
have lunch.
 Transporta-
tion to school 
was on foot, 
horseback and car pool.
 The school was the center for 
community gatherings. Genera-
tions of children began their for-
mal education in Nathalie Coo-
per’s kindergarten class. Although 
she had many opportunities to 
travel and to live abroad with 
her husband John, who became 
head of the legal department for 
Varian, teaching children was her 
main joy.
 After her retirement in 1982, she 
continued to live in Portola Val-
ley. Her former students remained 

devoted to her and would visit her 
home, sometimes bringing their 
own children. She remembered 
every one and would tell stories 
of their days in kindergarten.
 The Coopers were gracious and 
generous hosts. Their beautiful 
home, with a view of the western 
foothills, was the venue for many 
memorable events for friends and 
colleagues.
 In 2008, after the death of 
her husband, Nathalie returned 
to live at her family farm in St. 
Francisville, Illinois, to be close 
to her nephew, his wife and their 
sons. The Brooke family cared 
for Nathalie in her last years and 
especially during her final bout 
with cancer.
 Gifts in memory of Nathalie 
Brooke Cooper may be made to 
Windmill School (a preschool), 
4141 Alpine Road, Portola Valley, 
CA 94028; and Wabash Cemetery 
Association, 11188 North 2300 
Blvd., Allendale, IL 62410.  A

Nathalie  
Cooper

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may  
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.  
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

Real Estate is Stronger Here 
than In Other Markets

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

Dear Monica:  Is the Bay Area 
real estate market showing 
signs of weakness as real estate 
markets in other parts of the 
country are?  
                                             Jim L.

Dear Jim:  No; the real estate 
market on the Peninsula is 
very strong in some locations 
and moderately good in 
others.  Several Silicon Valley 
companies are hiring and some 
are being bought or planning 
an initial stock offering.  Many 
of the employees, service 
providers, and investors in 
these companies need homes 
to buy.  The communities with 

good schools and amenities are 
their first choice, which means 
that all of the communities that 
surround Stanford University 
are being affected to a greater 
or lesser degree by these 
buyers.  Interest rates are 
amazingly low and trending 
downward. 
If you are looking for a home 
to live in for at least the next 
five years, you would do well 
to buy now.  The growth that 
is projected for this region is 
good and this means that the 
number of houses available to 
buy may be even less in the 
future.  

Better Choice Since 1960

mail@rjsupholstery.com

RJ’s
Upholstery
650-591-3424

Kathy’s
Drapery Plus

Roman Shades
650-591-0220

1064 Cherry Street
San Carlos, CA 94070

Menlo Park
Sharon Heights Shopping Center

325 Sharon Park Drive 
(Behind Starbucks) (650) 763-3443

Everyday value haircut prices 
are $16 for adults and $14 for 

seniors and kids 10 & under

$6.99
Grand Opening 

SPECIAL!

PER HAIRCUT

EXP. 7-15-11

Grand
Opening!

Haircuts that fi t you.
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Portola Valley budget would impact traffic patrol
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

P
ortola Valley residents and 
drivers passing through town 
may, in coming months, 

experience a new presence on the 
side of the road: a deputy sheriff on 
a motorcycle.
 The town has long had two 
squad cars on patrol during the 
day, but an anticipated loss of 
$100,000 in state funding would 
undercut the town’s ability to pay 
for the extra car being there. 
 The Town Council discussed 
the matter with Town Manager 
Angie Howard in a review of the 
proposed budget for the 2011-12 
fiscal year, which begins July 1. 
The council will revisit the budget 
as a topic and likely approve it at its 
June 22 meeting.
 The decision to retain a sec-
ond day-shift squad car is com-
plicated by the involvement of 

Woodside. The two towns shared 
the $480,000 expense of fielding 
that deputy over the previous 12 
months, and have been sharing it 
since 2001. If the state’s $200,000 
is no longer available, what 
should be done with the other 
$140,000 from each town?
 A majority on Portola Val-
ley’s Finance Committee rec-
ommended trying to do with-
out the extra deputy, but the 
two town managers prefer a 
shared motorcycle patrol. The 
Portola Valley council appears 
open to that.
 “To pull the plug now without 
alerting the citizens about this, I 
think, is not a good play,” Council-
man Steve Toben said.
 “If you drop (the shared deputy) 
entirely, we’ll have a much better 
feel of how it affects us,” Council-
man John Richards said.
 But Mayor Ted Driscoll expressed 
reservations, noting a recent string 

of “unusual crimes.” Councilwom-
an Ann Wengert, acknowledging 
Mr. Driscoll’s concern, mentioned 
the May home-invasion robberies 
in Menlo Park.

Balanced budget
 The town expects general fund 
revenues and expenses of right 
around $3.86 million, with a slight 
surplus of about $3,000, according 
to the proposed budget.
 Spending will be down about 6.4 

percent from the previous fiscal 
year, Ms. Howard said in a budget 
cover letter.
 One new expense, though not 
part of the general fund budget, 

is $1.5 million to upgrade 
one mile of hiking trail along 
Alpine Road from the town’s 
border at Ladera to Arastradero 
Road.
   The town is paying this mon-
ey up front, but will be reim-
bursed by Stanford University, 
which is funding this project 
as part of a complex transac-
tion involving its development 
plans in Santa Clara County.
  Tax revenues are on an 

upswing, the budget shows. The 
anticipated $1,880,000 in property 
tax revenues is an increase of 4 per-
cent from the previous year and 22 
percent above 2007-08 revenues, 
when the current recession began 
in earnest.
 Projected sales tax revenues 

of $146,000 would represent an 
increase of 9 percent over the pre-
vious year.
 Law enforcement expenses of 
$598,145 represent a 9 percent 
jump in this last year of a three-
year contract with the San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office. These 
contracts tend to rise with each 
passing year, and spending for 
2011-12 is up 43 percent from 
2007-08.
 The town will spend $21,000 
on an analysis of fees for building 
permits and related staff work and 
whether the fees reflect the cost of 
the work. The last such study was 
done in 1999, Ms. Howard wrote.
 The town’s road resurfacing 
budget will be $500,000, includ-
ing $82,500 from a county vehicle 
registration fee of $10, passed by 
voters in November 2010.
 The Historic Schoolhouse is 
scheduled for repainting at a cost of 
$15,500.  A

Audit Committee. He currently 
sits on the board of the Ameri-
group corporation.

Pam Larkin
 Ms. Larkin has three children 
who attend or formerly attended 
district schools. She’s a nine-
year member of the district’s 
Strategic Planning Committee, 
and has chaired and co-chaired 
the Encinal Site Council for 
the last two years. She also has 
volunteered in classroom math, 
reading, library, and science 
programs.
 Among her previous experi-
ence, Ms. Larkin lists having 
designed and implemented sci-
ence curriculum and instruction 
based on state standards and 
research on how children learn 
best. She also has provided profes-
sional development for teachers.

Ivan Montoya
 Mr. Montoya has four children 
who attend or have attended dis-
trict schools. He served on the 
Oak Knoll Site Council from 
2003 to 2009, chairing the group 
during his final two years.
 He has a master’s degree in 
education, as well as an MBA, 

from Stanford, and during grad-
uate school worked at an edu-
cational software startup. He 
recently began work at Teach-
scape, a company that develops 
tools and provides services to 
help teachers improve their 
skills. He leads the company’s 
work with the Gates Foundation 
on the Measures of Effective 
Teaching project.

Ana Uribe Ruiz
 Ms. Uribe Ruiz has a child 
with special needs at a district 
school, and has had to “emerge 
myself in understanding how 
the school system works and 
how that relates to the educa-
tion that my son gets.” As she 
did during her November 2010 
run for a seat on the school 
board, she stresses the need for 
a “balanced representation for 
all students.”
 A banker for more than 25 
years, Ms. Uribe Ruiz is a mem-
ber of HISPA, a group of Latino 
professionals who serve as role 
models within their educational 
communities, with the goal of 
increasing the number of His-
panic students who graduate 
from high school.
 The June 21 board meeting will 
be held at the district office at 181 
Encinal Ave. in Atherton.  A

will remain at 1 percent through 
the fiscal year, which starts July 1.
 The 2011-12 budget estimates 
both revenue and expenses at 
$37.4 million, compared to the 
adjusted revenue of $36.8 million 
and expenses of $37.2 million 
seen during the previous fiscal 

year. The staff report acknowl-
edged that revenues could again 
fall short of projections.
 “I think what gets lost is that we 
have a balanced budget tonight,” 
said Mayor Rich Cline before cast-
ing his vote of approval. Referring 
to the new two-tier pension sys-
tem and long-term projects that 
may bring more revenue to the 
city, he continued, “There are a 

lot bigger things going on than 
$14,000 in salary.”
 You can’t compare police work 
to regular employment, Mayor 
Cline said, and the data showed 
the commander earned less in 
some situations than the ser-
geants being supervised.
 Staff reported that without 
the pay increase, the salary for 
a commander fell mid-range 

compared to other similar cities, 
while the pay for police officers 
ranked second, and for sergeants, 
third.

Labor
 Labor negotiations remain key 
to balancing the new budget. The 
sergeants union recently agreed 
to a two-year pay freeze, among 
other concessions, and the city 

hopes other unions follow suit. 
 That could be a rocky road. 
Rene Morales, speaking on behalf 
of Service Employees Interna-
tional Union (SEIU), told the 
council it was “just plain wrong” 
to give raises while laying off 
people, and asked the council to 
decide against contracting out 
grounds and street maintenance. 
Outsourcing stayed in.  A

Related story: In Woodside, state funding loss 
imperils daytime squad car. Page 5.

‘To pull the plug now without 
alerting the citizens about this, 

I think, is not a good play.’

COUNCILMAN STEVE TOBEN

POLICE
continued from page 5

BOARD
continued from page 5 Sixty-eight seniors 

graduate from 
Woodside Priory
Submitted by Sean Mclain 
Brown, director of communica-
tions, Woodside Priory School.

S
ixty-eight seniors received 
diplomas June 11 at Wood-
side Priory School’s 51st 

commencement. Corey Che-
ung was the student speaker. 
Tina Seelig, executive director 
of Stanford University’s Tech-
nology Ventures Program, gave 
the commencement address.
 Valedictorians were Corey 
Cheung, Veronique Filloux, 
Grant Lin, Aran Nayebi, Katie 
Taylor, Emma Wrenn. Salu-
tatorian was Arturo Ferrari. 
The Saint Benedict Award was 
given to Travis Johnson.

Graduates
One asterisk is for Dean’s Honors (GPA 
of 3.5 to 3.8). Two asterisks are for Head 
of School Honors (GPA of 3.81 to 3.99). 
Three asterisks are for Benedictine Hon-
ors (GPA of 4.0 and above).

B-D: Lauren Janice Barkmann, David 
Bernard Beleson*, Brian Andrew Bevil-
acqua*, Ariana Gabriella Bickell, Gregory 
Donald Biles, Alexander John-Hubert 
Brugger**, Clayton Braque Cadwell, 

Kendra Marie Carano, Kimberly Elizabeth 
Carlisle*, Vanessa Kye-Ting Cheng, Corey 
Kai Cheung***, Yen-Ting Chung*, Andrew 
Jacob Clark*, Melanie Ann Conde, Nicole 
Kathrin Dancer, Nurdidagen Guimba 
Dilangalen*

E-H: Devon Elaine Errington*, Alexandra 
Frei Fabbro, Arturo Ferrari**, Evan Alexan-
der Filipczyk, Veronique Marie Filloux***, 
Keyra Yasmin Galvan*, Paul Hailey, Cary 
Betts Hampton*, Matthew James Hill**

J-L: John Gabriel Jernick, Jiachen 
Jiang**, William Travis Johnson*, Dong 
Yong Kim, Jae Hwan Kim**, Mina Kim**, 
Ui Chan Kim, Arnaud Kodjo Kpachavi*, 
Rachel Alexandra Landers, Rachel Esme 
Lazarus*, Seoung Jin Lim, Seoung Won 
Lim, Hao-Wei Lin***

M-P: Connor Lee Mather, Kyle Thomas 
Montgomery**, Aran Nayebi***, Jooeun 
Park*, Caroline Anne Pillsbury, Elena 
Rosalia Poetsch, Colton Robert Francis 

Purvin*, Matthew 
Christian Putnam*

Q-S: Alexandra 
Maria Quinby, 
Ashley Karina 
Reyes, Danielle 
Rinat, Anne 
Rachel Schaffer, 
Alexandra Marie 
Schnabel, Colin 
Fields Schreiner**, 
Elizabeth Marie 
Somers, Zandalee 
Springs, Marcus Laszlo Stromeyer***, 
Da-Eun Suh*

T-W: Guillermo Talancon, Katherine 
Claire Taylor***, Alix Jeanne Traeger, 
Jimmy Tran**, Seaira Rain Truppelli*, Jus-
tin Tse, Chun Che Tseng*, Michael Allen 
Wan, Katharine Poole Wick, Brandon 
Lloyd Willhite, Rebecca Lauren Wilson*, 
Emma Dorothy Wrenn***

Corey Cheung

Photos by Jim Kirkland of Copperline Multimedia

The procession begins for Woodside Priory School 51st commence-
ment ceremony on June 11.



By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

A
therton residents who 
leave their garbage cans 
out on the street for longer 

than a designated period will be 
subject to a warning, then a fine, 
under terms of an ordinance 
given preliminary approval by the 
City Council on June 15.
 The council, in response to 
“numerous complaints from res-
idents,” approved new rules that 
prohibit customers of Recology 
waste collection service from 
moving their waste containers 
to the street any sooner than 24 
hours before the scheduled col-
lection time. The ordinance also 
requires customers to remove 
them from the street within 24 
hours of collection service.
 The vote was 4-1, with Council-
woman Elizabeth Lewis opposed. 
The ordinance must be approved 
in a “second reading” next month 
before becoming law.
 Residents have complained 
at earlier council meetings and 
to individual council members 
about the eyesore and street 
obstructions caused by neigh-
bors leaving their waste contain-
ers out too long. Some neighbors 

wheel the carts away from the 
curb, but leave them for the 
entire week in highly visible 
areas, they noted.
 “I have probably gotten more 
complaints about (this issue) 
than any other” from residents 
contacting him in frustration, 
Mayor Jim Dobbie said.
 In a staff report, Interim 
Building Official Dennis Lock-
ard wrote: “In many cases the 
carts are left out, on or near the 
right-of-way or in public view all 
week and are filled with refuse 
where they are left. This creates 
a public nuisance and consti-
tutes a danger to pedestrians 
and motorists and diminishes 
the quality of life in the neigh-
borhood.”
 Town officials are prepar-
ing to launch an informational 
campaign, with the help of 
Recology, about the new ordi-
nance. Interim City Manager 
John Danielson said he hopes 
warnings issued will solve much 
of the problem, and if yet-to-
be-determined fines are levied 
on residents who ignore the 
warnings, the penalty can be 
appealed.
 Staff will work with Recol-
ogy “to initiate outreach to 

Atherton residents” about the 
new rules, according to Mr. 
Lockard’s report. The town will 
print notices or stickers to affix 
to waste containers with the 
information as well.
 The ordinance as presented 
to the council also requires 
that containers be placed “so 
that they do not obstruct the 
right-of-way of street traffic,” 
causing Councilwoman Kathy 
McKeithen to ask for a revi-
sion to account for times when 
Recology crews are responsible 
for the violation.
 In opposing the ordinance, 
Councilwoman Lewis said she 
believes the town would be 
“crossing a line and becoming 
more of a police state.”
 The cost to the town of putting 
the ordinance in place, including 
staff time and enforcement, is 
estimated at about $20,000 annu-
ally. “These costs may be offset 
by citation revenues issued for 
non-compliance after proper 
notification and continued viola-
tion of the ordinance,” the staff 
report said. “As compliance 
increases the cost and revenues 
will be reduced.”  A

■ Atherton cracks down on abuses.
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 ATHERTON

Atherton wrestles with donations to police department
By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

I
s it legal for the Atherton 
City Council to require that 
private donations to the 

police department be made 
anonymously?
 That question has caused Vice 
Mayor Bill Widmer to ask that a 
discussion of the matter by the 
City Council be postponed until 
City Attorney Bill Connors can 
do more research.

 The council had planned to 
discuss on June 15 whether 
it should require that private 
donations to the police depart-
ment be made anonymously, 
through the city manager or city 
attorney’s office.
 Mr. Widmer had noted that 
recent donations to the police 
department have raised con-
cerns by some residents that the 
contributions “may result in 
favoritism.” 
 Mr. Widmer, who made the 

request to place the matter on 
the council agenda, said a last-
minute concern that a donation 
would be a public record — 
and therefore the donor legally 
could not remain anonymous 
— prompted him to ask that the 
discussion be postponed.
 City Attorney Bill Connors 
will do further research and 
report on options for creating a 
structure, possibly a nonprofit 
foundation, to accept donations, 
Mr. Widmer said.  A

Police find stolen stereo in two hours
By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
car stereo system pried out 
of a locked car returned 
home within two hours, 

according to Menlo Park police.
 After the owner reported the 
theft around 7 a.m. Wednesday, 
June 15, police set off to track 
down the culprit. Along the way 
they found the stereo, worth an 
estimated $1,000, police spokes-
woman Nicole Acker said.
 The car was parked in the 
1200 block of Carlton Avenue in 
Menlo Park. While investigat-
ing, officers received a call about 

a trespasser at an apartment on 
Willow Road. Those present 
in the apartment were either 
unsure as to whether they lived 
there, or were unwilling to be 
truthful about who did. Finally 
verifying that one person did, 
indeed, live there, police got 
permission to look around and 
came across the car stereo, iden-
tified by serial number.
 Police escorted both the stereo 
and Daniela Ortega, 18, of Menlo 
Park, from the apartment. She 
went to jail for allegedly receiving 
stolen property, while the stereo 
went home to its owner. A

New date for gala
 The InnVision garden gala 
benefit has been rescheduled 
to Sunday, June 26, from 2 
to 5 p.m. at a private home 
in Atherton. The benefit 
will feature a high tea, musi-
cal entertainment, croquet, 
surprise guests, and a live 
auction.
 InnVision helps people 
break the cycle of poverty 
and move toward self-suffi-
ciency. 
 Visit InnVision.org or call 
Ann-Marie Meacham at 408-
380-8702 for tickets at $150.
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Great Teamwork...
“It takes more than a vision and creativity 
to design successful architecture. It takes 
teamwork with a great business bank to 
support us along the way...Our banker is 
one of us.”                          –Marcy Wong

Are you an outgoing person who cares about our community and is looking for a fast-paced job 
working with an amazingly talented group of colleagues?

The Almanac and Embarcadero Media are seeking smart, articulate and dedicated individuals who 
are looking for a dynamic and family-friendly work environment of people committed to producing 
outstanding journalism and effective marketing for local businesses.

You will join our staff of journalists, designers, web programmers and sales people in our “green” 
building in the California Ave. business district.

As a Multimedia Sales Representative, you will contact and work with local businesses to generate 
sales and expand their brand identity. You will support their future success using opportunities available 
through our various marketing platforms: newspapers and special publications, The Almanac Online, 
Shop Menlo Park and Express, our daily e-mail digest.

The ideal candidate is a self-starter who loves working on a team to beat sales goals and possesses strong 
verbal, written, persuasive and listening interpersonal skills and can provide exceptional customer 
service. While previous sales experience is a plus, we will train you if you otherwise have all the right 
skills and motivation. And while our preference is full-time, we like to be fl exible when we can and are 
willing to consider 30 hour-per-week schedules.

 You should:

 

canvassing for new clients

into creative and effective multimedia advertising campaigns

overcome client objections

environment

and CRM systems

where employees are respected, supported and given the opportunity to grow.

To apply, submit a personalized cover letter and complete resume by e-mail to: Walter Kupiec, 
Vice President, Sales & Marketing, Embarcadero Media: wkupiec@embarcaderopublishing.com

Join our sales team!

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210  |  TheAlmanacOnline.com

P R I N T  &  O N L I N E
 

Superior rating for quality & price by Consumers Checkbook.

Ladera Garden and Gifts 

 Reviews –

Where should Atherton’s 
new library be built?
By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

S
hould Atherton’s planned new 
library be built in the town’s 
only park, the spacious and 

generally tranquil Holbrook-Palm-
er? Residents will have a chance to 
join the discussion on that question 
and other options being considered 
for the planned facility at commu-
nity meetings on June 25 and 28.
 The town is hosting the meetings 
to allow the public to review and 
comment on a citizen advisory 
committee’s choice of six possible 
sites — five of them in the park 
and the sixth at the library’s cur-
rent location in the Town Center. 
The council-appointed Atherton 
Library Building Steering Commit-
tee (ALBSC) created a list of criteria 
to evaluate each site option during 
the workshops, set for 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, June 25; and 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
June 28.
 A needs assessment study pre-
sented to the City Council in 
February 2010 determined that the 
existing 4,790-square-foot library 
is far too small to meet the public’s 
needs, and that a new facility of up 
to about 11,000 square feet should 
be built to increase the library’s col-
lections and provide more reading, 
study and meeting space.
 The project would be “fully paid 
for by the library fund,” derived 
from property taxes specifically 
allocated for the library, but which 
Atherton’s branch has not needed 
in full for its operations, according 
to resident Denise Kupperman, 
who serves on the ALBSC. The 

money can’t be used for purposes 
other than the library, she said.
 Park sites identified by the com-
mittee as options for the library are: 
the front lawn near the entrance of 
the park on Watson Avenue; the 
Main House site; the Pavilion site; 
the North Meadow/parking lot; 
and the preschool site, near the 
southern boundary of the park.
 After the two community meet-
ings, the committee plans to present 
a report to the Parks and Recreation 
Commission on July 6, and ask the 
council to approve a site on Aug. 
17.

Moving too fast?
 A divided council on June 15 
approved the committee’s site-
selection criteria that will be used 
to assess the options during the two 
workshops.
 Councilwoman Elizabeth Lewis 
urged a slow-down in the process 
to give the town a chance to develop 
a master plan for the park before 
committing to building the library 
there. “It would be in the town’s 

See LIBRARY, page 12

Community meetings to review 
options for a new library are set 
for Saturday, June 25, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.; and Tuesday, June 
28, from 7 to 9 p.m. The Saturday 
meeting begins at the Carriage 
House in Holbrook-Palmer Park 
with a walk to the sites under con-
sideration. Tuesday’s meeting is in 
the Pavilion in the park.

 MEETINGS
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On June 26th

You’re Invited! 
Celebrate the 20th Birthday of

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

Join us for a community celebration Sunday, June 26, 10 am – 4 pm
Location: Intersection of Quarry + Welch Roads, Palo Alto, CA

There will be fun for all ages, featuring more than 75 interactive booths, musical performances, storytelling, 

face painting, local food favorites, cupcakes and more. We’ve helped so many children celebrate their birthdays. 

Now we invite you and your family to help us celebrate ours. More information at anniversary.lpch.org. 



Ex-mayor may go to voters
in dispute over outsourcing;
council OKs interim budget
By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

I
n the face of the possible 
layoff of 13 town employees 
and elimination of in-house 

building and public works ser-
vices, former mayor Malcolm 
Dudley said he and other citizens 
will launch a ballot initiative 

drive if the town won’t survey 
residents to see if they’re willing 
to pay a higher parcel tax to bal-
ance the budget.
 Mr. Dudley, speaking for 
himself and former mayor Jim 
Janz, urged the City Council 
at its June 15 meeting to ask 
residents whether they would 
pay an additional $350 annually 
to avoid the extreme measures 
being considered: the layoff of 
more than half the town’s non-
police staff, and the outsourcing 
of services they had provided.
 “I don’t agree there’s a fiscal 
crisis,” he said. “Any time you 
can solve the problem for $1 a 
day, it’s not a crisis.”
 Later in the meeting, the 
council unanimously passed an 
“interim bridge budget” that 
reflects the layoff of the employ-
ees, who were given pink slips 
on May 31, but the question of 
whether they will actually lose 
their jobs has yet to be resolved.
 The town two weeks ago 
delayed the planned layoff — 
originally to be effective June 
30 — to July 15 while talks with 
the union continue. Employees 
had offered about 12 percent in 
concessions, which represented 
about $167,000 in savings to the 
town, but on June 9 increased 
proposed concessions to about 

12  The Almanac June 22, 2011

N E W S HELLER IMMIGRATION LAW GROUP
Employment-based, Family/Marriage & Investor Visas

A Full-Service Immigration Law Firm
Serving the SF Bay Area & Silicon Valley for 25+ years
PERM Labor Certifi cation  EB1/NIW Self-Petitions

Green Cards, H1B and Work Permits 
Engineers, IT/Computer fi elds, Scientists/Researchers

HR/Corporate, Business & Individual Clients
Free Attorney Consult!

877.252.8829  greencard1.com heller@greencard1.com

Health Insurance
Is Your Family Covered? Individual, Family, Medicare, Group Health Plans

Eric, Jackson, Brenna, Katia
The Barrett Family

Eric L. Barrett
CLU, CLTC, RHU, REBC, LUTCF     CA. INS Lic #0737226

www.barrettinsuranceservices.net

special
savings
event

Kick off the new season by joining 

us for a Special Savings Event! 

Celebrate with an additional 10% 

off OUR EVERYDAY SALE PRICING 

on Brown Jordan custom orders

and inventoried collections.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 27.

BROWN JORDAN
since 1945  |  www.brownjordan.com

870 Santa Cruz Ave.
Menlo Park
M–Sat:10–6 
650-326-9661

300 Market Place
San Ramon
Tue-Sat:10-6; Sun 12-5
925-806-0430

Now Paying Top Dollar for:
– ROLEX
– GOLD, SILVER OR PLATINUM
–  JEWELRY NEW OR OLD, WORN EVEN 

DAMAGED
–  PATEK PHILIPPE, CARTIER AND ANY 

FINE WATCHES
– DIAMONDS & PRECIOUS GEMS
– SILVER AND GOLD COINS
– NOT SURE? BRING IT IN!
– STERLING SILVER AND FLATWARE
–  WE ALSO ACCEPT TRADE-INS AND 

CONSIGNMENT

SAFE-EASY-LOCAL
(3 Lights South Of Woodside Rd.)

REDWOOD CITY

WWW.JACKSONSQUARE.COM
Tues. – Sat. 10am to 5pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

with every sale of $200 or more
One card per customer

expires 6/21/11

We Buy Gold, Jewelry, Diamonds & Silver, Highest Prices Paid

best interest to take a breath,” she 
said. “I don’t want to go about this 
(through) piecemeal planning.”
 She also complained that two 
community meetings at the end of 
June, when many people are out of 
town, won’t be adequate to let resi-
dents know and comment about 
the project.
 Councilmen Jerry Carlson and 
Bill Widmer also complained about 
the speed with which the commit-
tee was moving, and urged more 
public outreach before decisions 
were firmed up about the site and 
other aspects, such as the size of the 
new facility.
 Mayor Jim Dobbie and Council-
woman Kathy McKeithen noted 
that the council was being asked 
only to approve site-selection crite-
ria and the two community meet-
ings that would allow public out-
reach — not decide on the location 
or size of the new library; Mr. Wid-
mer then joined them in approving 
the motion. A

LIBRARY  
continued from page 10

 ATHERTON

Continued on next page

Support Local Business
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2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City    
(650) 369-5250   9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat. 

Coffee roasting & fine teas,  
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View    
(650) 938-2020

Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.  
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

NO  
WORRIES.
Now is the time to  
relax and enjoy life.

Call today to schedule a personal tour of our beautiful community located  
in the foothills where Los Altos meets Cupertino. 650-944-0190

23500 Cristo Rey Drive
Cupertino, CA 95014

650-944-0100
www.theforum-seniorliving.com

RCFE# 435200344        COA# 174 
A Smoke Free Community

As a resident-owned community, 
The Forum offers unique equity 
ownership and continuing care 
that allows you to plan for a 
secure future. You can retire in 
style with luxury living in a vibrant, 
friendly environment at The  
Forum Retirement Community.  
No worries.

$300,000, according to union 
representative Peter Finn.
 The interim operating budget 
approved last week assumes a 
balanced budget, which means 
that spending cannot exceed 
projected revenues of $10.53 
million. But because the town 
hasn’t made a final decision over 
outsourcing the building and 
public services departments, 
how the balance will be struck 
has yet to be determined.
 Before the budget vote, the 
council heard from a number 
of union representatives, town 
employees and residents about 
the plan to outsource services.
 Rudy Gonzalez, a representa-
tive from Teamsters Local 856, 
warned the council that even 
if private contractors initially 
agree to low rates for their ser-
vices, “eventually those costs go 
up,” and the town will be stuck 
without in-house services for 
which it can control costs.
 He also praised public employ-
ees as “dedicated to the com-
munity they serve,” contrasting 
them with private contractors 
who “will be dedicated to the 
bottom line.”
 Building inspector Joseph 
Aiello, one of the employees 
handed a pink slip, cited figures 
indicating that the building 
department “is busy and getting 
busier.” Noting that the depart-
ment is designed to operate as a 
self-supporting enterprise fund, 
covering costs from fees charged 
for plan checking and inspec-
tions, he said “there’s no legiti-
mate reason to lay off staff.”
 Residents who spoke included 
Peter Carpenter, who praised the 

council and interim city manag-
er for “coming to grips” with the 
town’s financial problems and 
moving Atherton “in the right 
direction”; and Melinda Tevis, 
who stated that “a town is more 
than just a business.”
 Loren Gruner said she was 
disturbed to hear about pend-
ing layoffs and “the fact that we 
are just wiping so many people 
off the board.” She suggested 
looking at other ways, perhaps 
some way to generate sales tax, 
to balance the budget.
 “I hate to see us outsource 
everything,” she said, adding 
that she fears a drop in service 
level if the town does so.

Negotiations
 The town is set to meet again 
with union representatives on 
June 27, according to Mr. Gon-
zalez, the union representative.
 Mr. Finn, a union representa-
tive involved in negotiations, 
said he hopes the town will 
accept the $300,000 worth of 
concessions employees are offer-
ing, noting that Interim City 
Manager John Danielson had 
estimated the planned out-
sourcing of the services to save 
the town about $276,000.
 The town’s savings projections 
won’t be firmed up, however, 
until bids from private firms 
interested in providing the ser-
vices come in. They are due in 
Town Hall on June 24. 
 After the question of how 
town services will be delivered 
next fiscal year is resolved, Mr. 
Danielson will come back to the 
council with a revised budget. 
The council asked that the final 
budget be brought back in 90 
days or less. A

Continued from previous page 



Robin Winslow Smith
Longtime Atherton resident
 A memorial celebration will be 
held at 2 p.m. Friday, June 24, at 
Holbrook-Palmer Park in Ather-
ton for Robin Winslow Smith, a 
47-year resident of Atherton who 
died at home June 15 surrounded 
by family after outwitting cancer 
for nearly five years.
 In a memorial notice on the 
Almanac website, her family 
describes here as “a strong, inde-
pendent woman with a sharp 
wit and a broad sense of humor, 
proud mother of four, dedicated 
special education teacher, engaged 
citizen, avid birder, world trav-
eler, voracious reader, passionate 
environmentalist, dog lover, story 
teller, and a supportive friend and 

confidant to many. “
 A 10th generation American of 
the Winslow family, she was born 
in San Francisco in 1934, raised 
in Saratoga and Palo Alto, and 
attended Palo Alto High School. 
She graduated with a bachelor 
of arts degree from UC Berkeley 
as a member of the Gamma Phi 
Beta sorority.
 She married Gordon Dean Smith 
Jr. in 1956, settled in Palo Alto and 
taught elementary school.
 She raised four children in an 
“inviting 1906 Atherton home 
where music and art were a rich 
part of everyday life,” the family 
says. 
 As her children grew, she returned 
to teaching and focused on special 
education, receiving a master’s 
degree from San Jose State Uni-
versity. She taught for more than 
20 years, primarily in the Fremont 
Unified School District.
 Once retired, she pursued her 
love of birding, serving as president 
of Sequoia Audubon and organiz-
ing many Christmas bird counts.
 She visited all 50 states, includ-
ing a drive up the Alaska Highway 
before it was paved. She explored 
all continents, including snow-
mobiling above the Arctic Circle, 
traveling by train to Mongolia, 
going on safari in Africa, and 
weathering Antarctica.
 She worked for habitat pro-
tectionm including the conser-
vation of Bair Island and the 
protection of Bedwell Bayfront 
Park as open space.
 Survivors include her four chil-
dren, Mallory, Colin, Evan and 
Alison; and a granddaughter.

 The family prefers memorial con-
tribution to a local environmental 
organization of the donor’s choice.

Avery William Rogers
USGS veteran in Menlo Park
 Avery William 
Rogers, a resi-
dent of Menlo 
Park since about 
1961 who had 
a 37-year career 
with the U.S. 
Geological Sur-
vey, died June 14 
after a long ill-
ness. He was 86.
 A celebration of his life will be 
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, June 25, 
at the Elks Club, 4249 El Camino 
Real, in Palo Alto.
 Born in Paso Robles, Cali-
fornia, he and the family later 
moved to Concord, where his 
father was a golf instructor, 
beginning Avery’s life-long pas-
sion for the game. The family 
subsequently moved to Berkeley, 
where Avery was on the Berkeley 
High School golf team.
 After graduating from Berkeley 
High in 1943, he served in the 
U.S. Army from 1943 to 1946, 
primarily in the South Pacific. He 
was promoted to the rank of staff 
sergeant and helped build and 
manage a water treatment tank 
on the island of Morotai.
 Directly after arriving back in 
the U.S., he enrolled at the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley 
and completed his degree in busi-
ness administration in three and a 
half years.
 The Monday after graduation, he 
began his 37-year career with the 
U.S. Geological Survey. He started 
out with the Water Resources 
Division and then spent 25 years 
as the management officer for the 
Western Region, headquartered in 
Menlo Park.
 In 1981, he received the Depart-

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

L
et the wheeling and dealing 
begin. The Menlo Park City 
Council voted unanimously 

on June 14 to start negotiating 
with the county for Flood Park, a 
21-acre community gathering spot 
that made San Mateo County’s 
short list of assets slated for closure 
to save money.
 The transfer is not a done deal, 
however. The city first wants 
to know exactly how much the 
park’s maintenance would cost. 
The county estimated $205,000 
annually, but now Menlo Park has 
found that essential repairs are 
needed, driving up the expense. 

 Community Services Direc-
tor Cherise Brandell provided 
the Almanac with a “to do” list 
for Flood Park that ranged from 
painting fences to pulling weeds 
to resurfacing four cracked tennis 
courts. She said the city’s survey 
of repairs continues. Located at 
215 Bay Road, the park saw about 
75,000 visitors last year, according 
to county data.
 Mayor Rich Cline attended a 
“Save Flood Park” community 
meeting at Cafe Zoe on June 13, 
along with about 25 other people, 
and proclaimed it “good” during 
his report to the council.
 A grassroots group dedicated 
to keeping Flood Park open orga-

nized the Cafe Zoe meeting, and 
has gone on to form a 501(c)3 
nonprofit to collaborate with the 
city on solutions. “Friends of Flood 
Park,” according to co-founder 
Jill Olson, who will serve as trea-
surer, can now accept donations. 
Kristin Cox as president and Amy 
McGarghan as secretary fill the 
remaining spots on the board.
 San Mateo did set aside enough 
money to keep the park open until 
April in its 2011-12 budget, buying 
the city time to figure out whether 
it should take over if the budget 
passes the Board of Supervisors at 
the end of this month. Flood Park 
remains closed until Sept. 30, 
regardless, while the San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission 
installs a water pipeline.  A
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BIFOCALS MAY CURB 
CHILDREN’S MYOPIA

With levels of nearsightedness (myopia) 
reaching even higher levels, it comes as real news 
that bifocals may be a better corrective choice 
than standard corrective lenses. Not only are 
myopia rates increasing worldwide, the National 
Eye Institute reports that rates among Americans 
ages 12-54 rose 66% over the past three decades. 
This finding helped prompt researchers to explore 
the notion that treating nearsighted children with 
bifocals might ultimately reduce the long-term 

severity of the condition. Researchers found that, 
after two years, nearsighted children fitted with 
bifocals experienced slowed progression of their 
myopia by 38% compared with children wearing 
single-vision lenses. Bifocals may curb myopia 
progression by enhancing both near vision and 
distance vision, as well as by reducing eyestrain.

June is Child Vision Awareness Month. If your 
child needs eyewear, bring the prescription to 
MENLO OPTICAL at 1166 University Drive, on 
the corner of Oak Grove Avenue and University 
Drive. We offer durable lenses, frames, and acces-
sories that meet the lifestyle of active children. We 
ensure that the frames fit properly and comfort-
ably. Call us at 322-3900 if you have any questions 
about eyewear.

P.S. It is thought that prolonged focusing 
on near objects, such as books and computer 
screens, may be behind the rise in myopia in 
today’s children. 

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry 
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified 
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California. He 
can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166 University 
Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900. 

ORDER TICKETS
By Phone: 650-725-ARTS (2787) 
Online: www.stanfordjazz.org

Presented by

June 24 – August 6
Tickets On Sale Now

6/26  A Tribute to  
 Nat “King” Cole  
 featuring Allan Harris
6/26  Oscar Castro-Neves Duo
7/2  Anat Cohen Quartet
7/9  Bill Charlap and  
 Renee Rosnes
7/10  Marcus Shelby Orchestra
7/15  Ken Peplowski Quartet
7/16  Bird with Strings  
 featuring Andrew  
 Speight
7/17  The Heath Brothers
7/18  Scott Amendola/ 
 Charlie Hunter Duo
7/20  Pamela Rose Presents 
 Wild Women of Song
7/23  John Calloway and  
 the Latin Collective

7/24  Ruth Davies’  
 Blues Night with Special  
 Guest Robben Ford
7/26  Edmar Castaneda Trio
7/27  Victor Lin presents the 
 Music of The Beatles
7/28  Yosvany Terry Quartet
7/30  Tribute to Electric Miles  
 featuring Wallace Roney
8/3  Taylor Eigsti Quartet  
 with Tillery: featuring  
 Rebecca Martin,  
 Gretchen Parlato, 
 and Becca Stevens
8/5  SJW All-Star Jam  
 Session
8/6  George Cables Trio  
 and Madeline Eastman

PLUS 30 ADDITIONAL GREAT SHOWS, INCLUDING

See the full lineup at  
www.stanfordjazz.org

6/24  

7/8  

8/1  

6/30 & 7/1

7/31

8/2

OPENIN
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HT

TW
O N

IG
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RARE BAY A
REA A

PPEARANCE

ALLEN TOUSSAINT

CLAUDIA ACUÑA

JOE LOVANO

MILTON NASCIMENTO

BILL FRISELL

THE BAD PLUS

    

Menlo to county: Maybe we’ll take Flood Park 

Visit AlmanacNews.com/
obituaries to see the Last-
ing Memories memorial 
site, where you can find 
more information and post 
remembrances.

   ■ INFORMATION

■ City compiles list of needed repairs.

  ■ OBITUARIES

Avery Rogers

See OBITUARIES, page 16

For additional information or 
to schedule a tour, please call 

650.854.4973
preschool@bethany-mp.org

www.bethany-mp.org/preschool
Since 1996

at Bethany Lutheran Church 
Menlo Park

LIMITED OPENINGS  
FOR FALL 
Classes start  

Thursday, Sept. 8

2 YEAR-OLD PROGRAM
9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

2, 3 or 5 Days 
Potty training not required.

PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
 PROGRAM
4-5 Year Olds 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
2, 3 or 5 Days

Before- and After-School Care 
Available for all ages
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$100 Off SCAN
this

on your
Phone

a 12 week 
or more program

LITE FOR LIFE-MENLO PARK
713 Oak Grove Ave,
Menlo Park, CA
menlopark@liteforlife.com

rummage sale

Friday, June 24, 9-4
Saturday, June 25, 9-4

1220 Crane Street, Menlo Park
Russian Orthodox Church

Tune in 
and vote!

2011

VOTE BY 
JULY 3

TheAlmanacOnline.com



ment of the Interior’s highest honor, 
the Distinguished Service Award 
from then Secretary of the Inte-
rior James Watt.
 On Oct. 25, 1981, he married 
Irene, and after they retired from 
the USGS in 1986, they worked 
part-time delivering cars for the 
John Anderson dealerships and 
traveled extensively through-
out the world, making friends 
and visiting periodically, family 
members said.
 He and Irene loved to play 

golf together and with friends. 
He was a long-time member the 
Elks Club, the Shriners and the 
Masons.
 He is survived by his wife, 
Irene of Menlo Park; daughters 
Lynn Rogers of San Jose and 
Diane Greenwood of Santa Bar-
bara; stepchildren Saul Jimenez 
of Redwood City and Naomi 
Silva of Santa Cruz; and nine 
grandchildren.
 The family expresses thanks to 
the many caregivers who took care 
of Mr. Rogers, in particular, Ricky 
Clemente. The family prefers 
memorial donations to a favorite 

charity in Mr. Rogers’ name.

Harriet Pollins Johnston
Longtime Peninsula resident
 Harriet Pollins 
Johnston, a long-
time Peninsula 
resident, died 
June 6 at The 
Sequoias in Por-
tola Valley. She 
was 87.
 A memo-
rial service is 
planned for 
noon Saturday, June 25, at St. 
Mary’s by the Sea Episcopal Church 
at 146 12th St. in Pacific Grove.
 A native of Peoria, Illinois, she 
married Bruce F. Johnston in 1944 
in Wilmington, North Carolina. 
After living in Japan, she and her 
husband came to Stanford.
 She and her family lived in France 
from 1952 to 1954, and returned to 
Stanford in 1954 when Dr. Johnston 
joined the Stanford faculty. 
 She enjoyed extensive traveling 
and lived in Japan, France, Uganda, 
Kenya and Austria. She also loved 
their retirement home in Pacific 
Grove, California, family members 
say.
 She was an active volunteer, 
including with the Stanford YWCA 
and Hospital Chaplaincy as well 
as Communities Organized for 
Relational Power in Action (COPA) 
with St. Mary’s by the Sea, in Pacific 
Grove.
 Survivors include her husband, 
Bruce; her son, Bruce C. Johnston 
of Steamboat Springs, Colorado; 
her daughter, Patricia C. Johnston  
of Denver; and a granddaughter.
 The family suggests donations 
to Pathways Hospice Foundation 
at 585 N. Mary Ave., Sunnyvale, 
CA  94085; or to St. Mary’s by the 
Sea Church (put “Social Concerns 
Fund” in the memo line) at 146 
12th St., Pacific Grove, CA 93940.
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Call for FREE Design Consultation 
650-595-9999 www.closetfactory.com

or visit our showroom: 
1000 B Commercial, San Carlos

f

Closets

Home Offi ces

custom closets  home offi ces  murphy beds  and more...

20% OFF
plus

Offer expires 8/15/11

CA Lic. #931740

FREEDELIVERY &
INSTALLATION

Facial Plastic Surgeon

www.hesslerplasticsurgery.com

Now offering Ulthera

The only FDA-approved ultrasound device for 
skin tightening and lifting

Join us for our June open house
Call for details

Premier Plastic Surgery

1795 El Camino Real, Suite 200
Palo Alto, CA 94306

PremierPlasticSurgery.com
650.321.7100

Harriet 
Johnston

121 First Street , Los Altos, CA 94022

Tel : 650 -949 -5891 www.losaltosvault .com

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR COMPUTER  
SYSTEM. REASON — WE HAVE NO COMPUTERS.  

WE DO BUSINESS THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

A private depository

Safe deposit boxes of all sizes

Strict and total confidentiality

Secured and ample parking

Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.

Data bank for important and confidential records.

SAFE FROM STATE & FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INTRUSION

IF IT’S NOT IN THIS VAULT, IT’S NOT SAFE.

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

BID PROPOSALS SOUGHT FOR

PARKING PLAZA 2 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

The City of Menlo Park invites qualified contractors to submit 
sealed bid proposals for the construction of the PARKING 
PLAZA 2 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.  The Work required as 
part of this project, in general, consists of the removal and 
disposal of existing concrete curb, gutter, sidewalk, valley 
gutter, asphalt concrete materials, traffic signs, as well as 
other features as noted to be removed on the plans followed 
by the installation of asphalt concrete, new concrete curb, 
gutter, sidewalk, curb ramps, driveways, bioswales including 
planting new trees, installation of irrigation system, parking 
lot lighting system, striping, and slurry work, and other inci-
dentals as necessary to complete the work as shown on the 
Plans and as specified in the Special Provisions.  Performance 
of this work requires a valid California Contractor’s License 
Class A.  Project documents and copies of the prevail-
ing rate of wages can be obtained from the Menlo Park 
Engineering Division, located in the Administrative Building 
at 701 Laurel St.  Sealed bid proposals will be received at 
the Engineering Division office until 2 p.m. on Thursday, July 
7, 2011, at which time they will be opened and publicly read.  
Additional information can be obtained on the City’s website:   
www.menlopark.org/departments/pwk/bidlist.html

OBITUARIES 
continued from page 14

Woodside theologian 
gets honorary degree
 A theologian 
and historian 
from Woodside, 
Rebecca Lyman, 
recently received 
an honorary 
degree from the 
Church Divin-
ity School of the 
Pacific (CDSP) in Berkeley.
 Ms. Lyman holds a doctor of 
philosophy from the University of 
Oxford, with a specialty in ancient 
Christianity. As a scholar, she’s 
contributed to the department of 
religious studies at Stanford Uni-
versity, among others. Her publi-
cations include “Early Christian 
Traditions” and numerous journal 
articles.
 She has taught at CDSP for 21 
years, according to the school, 
which is a graduate-level seminary 
of the Episcopal church.

Rebecca Lyman
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Helping seniors to 
live independently 

in San Mateo 
and Santa Clara 

counties.

Home is where 
the heart is.

Services:

needs

HomePlus Caregivers
650.274.6230 or 650.368.6230

*For new clients only.

Special Offers!*

or

HomePlus
Caregivers

$650 off

4 hours 
FREE 

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Columbus, NC - Bill Williams, 86, of Tryon Estates, Columbus, 
NC, passed away on June 10, 2011 at the Hospice House of the 
Carolina Foothills. 

Bill was born on December 4, 1924 in Johnstown, PA; to 
Raymond Eugene Williams and Emaline Shaver Williams. He 
was a graduate of Westmont High School. Bill was a Marine 
Corps Sergeant during World War II participating in both the 
Guam and Iwo Jima invasions. 

After returning home he began his career with Household 
Finance and married his bride of 64 years, Jean Mattern Williams. 
His career spanned 35 years until he retired in 1984 as a Vice 
President. 

Bill and Jean retired to Fairfield Bay, AR where he became a 
respected voice in the community. He was founding partner and 
board member of a new local bank. He was part of the committee 
that built the beautiful Kirk of the Hills Presbyterian Church in 
the Bay. As an active member of the Fairfield Bay Shrine Club, 
he helped guide the celebrity golf to raise funds for the Shriner 
Children’s Hospital. He also enjoyed 15 years of volunteer work 
with the Fairfield Bay rescue squad driving an ambulance. 

Throughout his life Bill was a religious man, loving husband 
and wonderful father. Survivors include his wife, Jean Mattern 
Williams; daughter, Cathy S. Berlin of Tryon, NC; son, William 
B. Williams Jr. of Mills River, NC; grandson, Bryan J. Williams 
of San Mateo, CA; and sister, Jane Williams Lambing of Pacific 
Grove, CA. 

Memorial services were be held at 3:00pm June 20, 2011 at 
Tryon Presbyterian Church, Tryon, NC.

The family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations in Bill’s 
name be sent to the Shriners Hospitals for Children, Office of 
Development, 2900 Rocky Point Dr. Tampa, FL 33607 or to the 
Hospice of the Carolina Foothills, 130 Forest Glen Dr. Columbus, 
NC 28722

William Williams
Dec. 4, 1924-June 10, 2011

Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar
to see more calendar listings

‘Comedy for People Who Read’ Will Durst 
and friends lead an evening of comedy. June 
25, 8-10 p.m. $20 (general admission). Menlo 
Atherton Performing Arts Center, 555 Middle-
field Road, Atherton. Call 650-330-2200. 
www.ticketweb.com

Vintage Affaire Fine wines, gourmet foods 
and auction items. Event benefiting Vista 
Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired. 

June 25, 3-9 p.m. $195-$400. Menlo Circus 
Club, 190 Park Lane, Atherton. Call 650-
858-0202. www.vintageaffaire.org

‘[title of show]’ TheatreWorks presents 
the new musical “[title of show]” written by a 
pair of undiscovered writers about a pair of 
undiscovered writers writing a new musical. 
Through June 26, with evening and mati-
nee performances. $24 (for students)-$42. 
Mountain View Center for the Performing 
Arts, 500 Castro St., Mountain View. www.
theatreworks.org

Tribute to the Duvenecks
By Caitlin Moyles
Special to the Almanac

T
he Los Altos History Museum 
will pay tribute to local edu-
cators and philanthropists 

Josephine and Frank Duveneck 
with a commemorative movie night 
at the Bus Barn Stage Company 
Theater in Los Altos on Thursday, 
June 23.
 The Duvenecks were the propri-
etors of Hidden Villa, a 1,600-acre 
farm and wilderness preserve in 
Los Altos Hills that they used for 
educational summer camps and 
organic food production.
 Two short films will highlight the 
Duvenecks’ lives and accomplish-
ments and complement the muse-
um’s current exhibit, “Touching 
Lives: The Duvenecks of Hidden 
Villa,” on display through Sunday, 
June 26. 
 The museum will kick off the 
evening by serving light refresh-

ments during extended museum 
hours from 6 to 7:30 p.m., accord-
ing to spokesperson Paula Tuerk. 
Attendees will then proceed to the 
Bus Barn Stage Company Theater 
for the film viewing at 7:30 p.m. 
The theater is located at 97 Hillview 
Ave., one block from the museum. 
 Both the extended museum 
hours and the films are free to the 
public.
 The Los Altos History Museum is 
located at 51 South San Antonio 
Road. Call 650 948-9427 for more 
information. A  

Josephine and Frank Duveneck

MENLO PARK

Grand theft reports:
■ Theft in house being remodeled and 
estimated loss of $25,000 in stolen 
clothing and jewelry, Sharon Heights 
neighborhood, June 10.

■ Loss estimated at $1,300 in theft of 
laptop computer from purse unattended 
on front porch of residence, 1200 block 
of Crane St., June 15.

■ Loss estimated at $800 in theft of 
laptop computer, watch, camera and 
CD player from unlocked vehicle, 1300 
block of Carlton Ave., June 15.

Auto burglary report:
 Loss estimated at $500 in break-in and 
theft of stereo system, 1200 block of 
Carlton Ave., June 15.

Hit-and-run report:

 Loss estimated at $650 in damage to 
parked vehicle and fence, 800 block of 
Creek Drive, June 15.

Identity theft report: 

Potential loss of $239 in unauthorized 
use of victim’s name for hospital bill, 
900 block of Willow Road, June 10.

Elder abuse report: 

700 block of Live Oak Ave., June 16.

ATHERTON

Fraud reports:

■ Unauthorized use of resident’s name, 
Rittenhouse Ave., June 14.

■ Unauthorized use of resident’s name 
to open mobile phone account, 100 
block of Fair Oaks Lane, June 16.

 POLICE CALLS

Tune in 
and vote!

VOTE BY JULY 3

TheAlmanacOnline.com

Portola Valley: Corte Madera School graduates 73
Submitted by Corte Madera 
School in Portola Valley.

S
eventy-three eighth-
graders in Corte Madera 
School’s Class of 2011 

graduated from middle school 
and the Portola Valley School 
District on Friday, June 10, 
during a traditional ceremony 
in the school’s multi-purpose 
room.
 The school band of sixth-, 
seventh- and eighth-graders 
played “Pomp and Circum-
stance,” under the direction of 
band teacher Jason Braun. 
 Student co-presidents Mack-
lan Badger and Sadie Bronk 
led the Pledge of Allegiance 
and welcomed students, fami-
lies, teachers and guests. 
 Interim Principal Don Cox 
gave a brief message before 
four eighth-grade students 
gave their speeches. 
 The speakers and the titles 
of their talks were: Anna Brett, 
“The Game of Life”; Caitlin 

Christin, “The Best Years of 
Our Lives”; Aimee Lynch, “I’m 
Going to Miss This Place”; and 
Anastasia Vlassova, “Time.”
 Winston Wang performed 
“First Arabesque in E Major” 
by Claude Debussy on the 
piano. 
 A number of eighth-grade 
students received special 
awards. Student Council co-
vice presidents presented the 
Eighth Grade Gift to the 
school. 
 Superintendent Tim Han-
retty presented the “Anne 
Campbell Community Service 
Award.” Board President Bill 
Youstra presented the gradu-
ating parents and gave a brief 
message. 
 Mr. Cox presented the diplo-
mas. An outdoor reception, 
hosted by the seventh-graders 
was held after the ceremony. 
The graduates celebrated grad-
uation with a party, planned 
by their parents at the Portola 
Valley Town Center. A

Graduates
A-C: Charles Andre, Sophia 
Androlowicz, Macklan Badger, Craig 
Bianchi, Cameron Bonora, Julia 
Brandman, Mackenzie Brandman, 
Anna Brett, Sadie Bronk, Zakiya 
Bryant, Kyle Calado, Celisia Cerrillo, 
Caitlin Christin, Jamie Corley, Andrew 
Cox, Nia Craig

D-G: Jackson Dalman, Daniel 
DeFilippo, David Duff, Rajan Dutta, 
Maxwell Falore, Kathryn Fast, Laki 
Fonua, Katherine Friel, Adellyn Geenen

H-L: Jamie Han, Catherine Hoffman, 
Kenzie Humphries, Rahman 
Humphries-Hodge, Ane Hunt-Dusse, 
Alexandra Iverson, Luis Jauregui, 
Arnold Jimenez, Simran Kashyap, 
Carolina Khouri, Colin Kloezeman, 
Colby Kosling, Nathan Kovacs, 
Margaret Law, Nathan Lee, Thomas 
Lopez, Eric Lorenzen, 
Aimee Lynch

M-P: Kate Marra, Michael 
Mendelsohn, Erin Miller, Vanessa 
Morfin, Alison Myers, Sohail Notaney, 
Daniel Parker-Sleator, Ricardo Pena, 
Chris Perez, Kelsey Plough, Nariman 
Pournejat

R-T: Maxwell Reines, Maxim Rinker-
Davis, Alexander Rubin, Madison 
Schmidt, Aaron Schneider, Jennifer 
Scott, Nicholas Seidl, Nicholas 
Shafran, Ajay Shah, Juliana Soltys, 
Cameron Steck, Savana Tejada, 
Jessica Thorson, Madeline Trinkaus

U-Z: Anastasia Vlassova, Terry Wang, 
Winston Wang, Connor Williams, 
Gordon Williams

M-A wins top prize in climate competition
 Menlo-Atherton High School 
has been awarded the top prize in 
the statewide 2011 Climate Gen-
eration competition.
 Climate Generation is an annual 
competition sponsored by the 
California Air Resources Board 
that challenges high school stu-
dents to address climate change, 
clean energy and sustainability 
with innovative outreach projects.

 Menlo-Atherton students devel-
oped “Behavior Change or Climate 
Change,” a school-wide education 
campaign to teach students how 
simple lifestyle changes can reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.
 In addition to giving a series 
of presentations, the students 
obtained funding, and gained 
the support of the parent-teacher 
association. They also surveyed 

students before and after the pre-
sentations to measure the success 
of their efforts.
 Arroyo High School in El Mon-
te was awarded second prize for 
creating an on-campus compost-
ing system, while the third-place 
winner, Ukiah High School in 
Ukiah, led a city-wide campaign 
to reduce the use of plastic shop-
ping bags.

 CALENDAR
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Stanford pushing Alpine 
Road trail again

S
tanford is again apparently 
trying to pressure San Mateo 
County into agreeing to a 

wide, paved, partly cantilevered, 
bi-directional “trail” across the 
front of residents’ driveways along 
Alpine Road.
 This is instead of complying with 
its obligation under its General Use 
Permit to build a trail across its 
own land in Santa Clara County. 
The prior Alpine Road plan also 
involved eliminating almost 100 
mature oaks and armoring the 
creek. The San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors, largely on 
the basis of the inherent dangers of 
this plan, roundly rejected the offer 
a couple of years ago, and suggested 
that the money be given instead to 
Santa Clara County to provide rec-
reational facilities in that county.
 One of the biggest dangers, and 
possibly the worst detrimental fac-
tor for the environment, is the truck 
traffic to and from Stanford. This 
morning (Monday June 13), I was 
out by the road and in less than one 
hour, in addition to regular traffic, 
I counted 42 double tractor-trailer 
rigs go past my driveway. This is 

likely to increase with the hospital 
expansion.
 Not only is this intolerable in a 
medium-density residential neigh-
borhood that is home to several 
hundred people, but a truck route 
is not an appropriate site for a rec-
reational “trail.” 
 Furthermore, there appear to 
be no limits on the type of cargo 
that can be transported, whereas 
freeways and expressways appear 
to have restrictions on hazardous 
materials, and the size of truck. 
There has already been one woman 

killed recently by a truck in this 
stretch of road.
 Gigantic double, through-traffic 
trucks need to be eliminated from 
Alpine Road, and proposing that 
Alpine be the site for a recreational 
“trail” is ludicrous in the extreme. 
It is especially egregious since Stan-
ford owns all of the land on the 
other side of Alpine Road and could 
easily — if it truly wanted a decent 
trail — construct a hiking route 
from the Buck Estate to and under 
Interstate 280 that could connect 
with the Portola Valley trail.

Janet Davis
Alpine Road, Menlo Park

Rancor over Planned 
Parenthood misses point
Editor:
 The appeal, by a group of resi-
dents and activists, against Planned 
Parenthood in Redwood City is 
unconscionable.
 Orange County Catholic Attorney 
Gregory Weiler claims it would be 

I
n May, the Menlo Park City Council unanimously approved a 
contract that included a two-year pay freeze for eight police ser-
geants, ending a previous contract that gave these mid-level man-

agers an average 3 percent increase every six months since January 
2009. No one spoke against the pay freeze. The move also helped the 
city balance its budget.
 But last week, few focused on the pay freeze or the balanced budget 
before the City Council. Instead the talk of the meeting was a provi-
sion buried in the budget that would raise the pay for two police 

commander slots by approxi-
mately $14,000 a year each, in 
order to pay them more than any 
of the sergeants they supervise.

 The budget, and therefore the measure, passed, but only by a 3-2 
vote. Council members Kirsten Keith and Peter Ohtaki dissented 
after making a failed motion earlier to postpone voting on the pay 
increase. In supporting the raise, Mayor Rich Cline said that the bal-
anced budget, a new two-tier pension system, and potentially lucra-
tive long-term projects were much more important for the city than 
the $14,000 salary increase.
 The resulting brouhaha proves once again that despite their best 
efforts, city officials did not anticipate the potential upset triggered by 
what City Manager Glen Rojas believed was a necessary restructur-
ing of the commanders’ pay scale. 
 As some residents have pointed out, the increase will bring a com-
mander’s top pay level to $174,000 a year, and could cost the city 
thousands of dollars in pension costs over the next 30 years. 
 The city appears far too willing to lather on salary and benefit 
increases that, when coupled with the rule that allows an officer to 

retire at 50 with 30 years’ service and earn 90 percent of his or her 
highest pay for life, cost the city hundreds of thousands of dollars 
over time.
 This is a Cadillac pension benefit that has long been gone from 
private industry and is unsustainable in the years ahead, even for 
small cities like Menlo Park that have healthy reserves. Today’s rot-
ten investment climate hit the state retirement system hard, which 
means that Menlo Park and most other cities that depend on CalP-
ERS to fund retirements are forced to make up the difference when 
state payments fall short. In other words, decisions on pay and ben-
efit increases today drive the costs of a city’s ongoing commitment to 
its employees for years to come.
 It’s critically important for the City Council and the administration 
to look beyond current budget costs, and understand that until the 
runaway growth of employee compensation is halted, the city will be 
more and more hard-pressed to live within its means.
 While Menlo Park’s hefty reserves appear to insulate the city from 
a financial crisis, look at San Jose, the Bay Area’s largest city, which 
just last week laid off 106 police officers due to skyrocketing pen-
sion costs. Other Peninsula communities are consolidating police 
services, or farming them out to the Sheriff’s Office. Public safety 
employees aren’t the only ones losing jobs; Atherton just announced 
a plan to lay off its building and public works staffs and replace them 
with contractors.
 While it may have made administrative sense to increase the pay 
for police commanders, it was also in line with the long-standing 
tradition of local government to rarely push back on employee con-
tracts. But the tradition can’t be sustained. The sooner City Council 
members understand that, the better.
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Our 
Regional 
Heritage

The meadow 
just south of 

The Sequoias 
retirement 

community on 
Portola Road was 

the site of this 
Hatfield flax barn 
in the last half of 
the 19th century. 

It stood until 1963. 
This painting is 

by former Portola 
Valley mayor Bob 

Anderson’s mother.

Police pay raises hackles in Menlo
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“a necessary evil ... considered by 
a growing majority as an anath-
ema.”
 Is it evil to provide health care to 
those who can’t afford it? Is it anath-
ema to offer cancer screenings?
  More than 90 percent of Planned 
Parenthood health services are pre-
ventive. Every year it provides over 1 
million cervical cancer screenings, 
830,000 breast exams, and 4 million 
tests and treatments for sexually 
transmitted diseases — including 
HIV.
 Abortion is legal. Abortion foes 
should be grateful that Planned 
Parenthood services prevent more 
than 612,000 unintended pregnan-
cies each year. Only about 3 percent 
of services relate to abortion.
 Weiler claims those appealing 
the clinic include “people who just 
don’t want the disruption in the 
community.”
 Would these people consider a 
doctor’s office or hospital disrup-
tive? Is it disruptive to provide 
essential health care to men and 
women — especially young people 
— who couldn’t otherwise afford 
it?
 We don’t need an Orange County 
lawyer to deprive local residents of 
affordable medical services. 

 We do need Planned Parent-
hood. 

Pat Marriott
Los Altos

Editor:
The Department of Agriculture’s 
new MyPlate dietary logo illustrates 
graphically the shrinking role of 
meat and dairy products in our 
national diet. It replaces meat with 
a tofu loaf, and shunts dairy off the 

plate.
 The new logo provides a fitting 
conclusion to a 30-year record of 
the Dietary Guidelines recom-
mending replacement of animal 
products and other fatty foods in 
our diet with vegetables, fruits, 
legumes, and whole grains (see 
health.gov/dietaryguidelines).
 The recommendations reflect 
widespread concern with the grow-
ing epidemic of obesity, high blood 

pressure, heart disease, and other 
killer diseases.
 There is an historic reason why 
health authorities have not taken 
a stronger stand against meat and 
dairy, as they did with tobacco 
products three decades ago.
 In 1977, the Senate Select Com-
mittee on Nutrition and Human 
Needs published Dietary Goals for 
the United States, recommending 
reduced meat consumption. The 

meat industry forced the commit-
tee to destroy all copies of the report 
and to remove the offending rec-
ommendation from a new version. 
It then abolished the committee, 
voted Chairman George McGov-
ern out of office, and taught gov-
ernment bureaucrats never to chal-
lenge meat consumption again.

Malcolm Davidson
Encinal Avenue, Menlo Park
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V I E W P O I N T

By Robert Lico

M
y family and I have been downtown 
property owners and residents of 
Menlo Park since the 1940s. There 

were cars in the 1940s, and there are 
even more cars now.
 Everyone is proposing that cars will 
be eliminated from downtown, so 
parking spaces should go, too, because 
mass transit is the answer. Wrong!
 Cars will be converted to clean-run-
ning fuel or battery power, but cars will 
never go away. As a matter of fact, the 
city should make room for more cars 
because cars and their ability to take us 
where we want to go are not going away.
 I will give you an example: The city is 
planning a hotel in the parking lot behind 
Walgreens. I recently saw a couple in excess of 
90-years-old pull up to within 10 yards of the 
rear entrance of Walgreens and conveniently 
get their much-needed prescriptions, shop, and 
easily go on their way. That will not happen if a 

hotel displaces the parking behind Walgreens. 
 The city is completely wrong in thinking 
that they have a right to take property from 
the commercial property owners (assessment 

district) and put the profits into the 
city coffers only to be wasted on further 
studies. My grandfather, along with 
other prominent concerned and pas-
sionate Menlo Park property owners, 
paid for the public parking lots, and 
even promoted parking garages back 
in the 1970s, but that never flew.
 So what is the problem, parking or 
lack of money in the city coffers from 
poor planning? In my view, the fact 

that more than $1 million was spent on the 
overblown downtown study shows the lack of 
business skills within the City Council.
 The council should quit thinking beyond 
tomorrow and address the issues at hand. The 
downtown needs more parking for current 
owners, employees, patrons, medical access, 
fire access, events and so on. The city should 

leave well enough alone and improve on what 
we have.
 Yes, the El Camino corridor should be 
expanded to conform to the nearby mass 
transit route, but save the downtown. Just 
make it more patron- and work-friendly by 
giving the existing businesses a place where 
people can easily park, shop, pay their city 
sales tax, and move on.
 Also, I am concerned that emergency ser-
vices will be greatly hampered due to road 
closures, built-out parking lots and parks. 
And by the way, are the police, hospital, school 
services and other public services going to be 
expanded in order to deal with all the new 
structures?
 I can’t recall seeing any provision for that in 
the Precise Plan.

Robert Lico is president of Live Oak 
Properties and vice president of 

Giannotti Inc. He has lived and owned 
property in Menlo Park since the 1940s. 

Property owner sees faults in downtown planLETTERS
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This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. 
Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verified 
this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. 
Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction.

PROPERTY SHOWCASE BY HUGH CORNISH

WWW.HUGHCORNISH.COM

650.566.5353
hcornish@cbnorcal.com
DRE# 00912143

Providing A
Network of

Reputable
Home-Improvement

Professionals

#1 Agent, Menlo Park – El Camino Office, 2010
Ranked #51 Nationally by The Wall Street Journal, 2010

Over $1.3 Billion in Sales

for sale

for sale

for sale

for sale

for sale

for sale

Sweeping Views of Western Hills
3 Vintage Court, Woodside

Spacious 4-bedroom, 5.5-bath home on over 4.3 acres
Offered at $6,395,000          www.3Vintage.com

A Private Paradise
1965 Portola Road, Woodside

Like an island resort with pool, guest house, and horse facilities
Offered at $6,995,000          www.1965Portola.com

Spacious Private Retreat
4 Oak Forest Court, Portola Valley

6-bedroom, 6-bath home on a cul-de-sac
Offered at $3,200,000          www.4OakForestCt.com

Location! Location! Location!
1199 Sherman Avenue, Menlo Park

3-bedroom, 2.5-bath home in the Las Lomitas School District    
Offered at $1,450,000          www.1199Sherman.com

Magical Garden Estate
1477 Portola Road, Woodside
Main house with 2 cottages, pool, and spa

Offered at $3,750,000          www.1477Portola.com

Sensational Ranch-Style Home
3 Hillbrook Drive, Portola Valley

4-bedroom, 3-bath home in Central Portola Valley
Offered at $2,195,000          www.3Hillbrook.com


