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ATHERTON

< This grand estate is situated at
the end of a private, tree-lined
cul-de-sac on 1.3 +/- acres. With
5,800 +/-sf, this two story home
has inviting interior space to
accommodate today's modern
living. There are 4 generous
bedrooms on the upper level,
all with en suite baths. Fabulous
layout and stunning interior. Menlo
Park schools. Plans available for
guest house.

$5,995,000

WOODSIDE

Country convenience in Central
Woodside. Grassy, redwoods,
gardens, rock walls and slate

patio — this home has it all. Quality
Nantucket style home is perfect

for entertaining. Second drive to
backyard. Home is 3,558 +/-sf/seller
permits. Top Woodside schools.

$2,295,000

MENLO PARK

Expansive views of the hills above
Woodside and Portola Valley, this
comfortable light filled home offers
approximately 2,310 +/- sf on an
14,300+/- sf lot. A great value with
the opportunity to add your own
personal touches to this ideally
located property in Sharon Heights.
Spacious master suite with sitting
area. Sun filled pool with patio area.

$1,695,000

MENLO PARK OFFICE 1550 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 100 650.462.1111
WOODSIDE OFFICE 2930 WOODSIDE ROAD 650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Marin | Sonoma | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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UPFRONT

Steve Toben won’t seek another term

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

teve Toben, who has served
S on the Portola Valley Town

Council since 2003, will
not seek re-election this year, he
announced July 13.

“I've deferred a lot of profes-
sional and family projects,” Mr.
Toben said by way of explaining
his decision during the public
comment period at the start of
the council meeting.

Two of the five seats on the
council are up for election in
November. The other is occu-
pied by Ann Wengert who has
not announced yet whether she
will run.

The 20-day filing period to
register as a candidate for public
office began July 18 and ends

Kent Steffens

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

enlo Park finds itself
once again considering
a question it’s heard

all too often in recent months
— how to fill a vacancy in the
upper echelon of city manage-
ment. The imminent departure
of Menlo Park Public Works
Director Kent Steffens, who also
serves as deputy city manager,
for a position as public works
director in Sunnyvale leaves his
current employer scrambling for
a replacement.

During his 12 years with Menlo
Park, Mr. Steffens directed public
works and served as interim city
manager and interim assistant
city manager. His last day with
the city will be July 29.

City Manager Glen Rojas —
who retired from his own posi-
tion on July 15, but returns as a
contractor for up to six months
— said it’s too soon to know
whether the public works posi-
tion will be filled internally or
externally.

“My first order of business will
be to determine how best to fill
the position on an interim basis,”
he said. “We have very capable
managers that could fill the posi-
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Steve Toben has been a Portola
Valley councilman since 2003.

at 5 p.m. Friday, Aug. 12. The
filing period is five days longer
— to Aug. 17, this year — if an

B PORTOLA VALLEY

incumbent chooses not to run
for re-election.

Candidate filing papers are
available at the Portola Valley
Town Hall at 765 Portola Road.
The Town Hall is open from
8:30 am. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday, with a two-hour
break between 1 and 3 p.m.

To get your name on the bal-
lot, you need at least 20 signa-
tures of voters registered in the
town, Town Clerk Sharon Han-
lon told the Almanac. For more
information, call Ms. Hanlon at
851-1700, ext. 210.

Visit shapethefuture.org for
more information, or call the
San Mateo County Elections
Office at 312-5222. 1

leaves top Menlo Park post

Kent Steffens has served in

multiple posts over 12 years in
Menlo Park city government.

tion on an interim basis.”

In addition to ongoing public
works projects, the timing of
when the city’s new two-tier
pension system takes effect fol-
lowing upcoming labor nego-
tiations is another factor in how
Menlo Park will fill the position,
according to Mr. Rojas.

Describing Mr. Steffens as an
“extremely talented manager,”
he praised his colleague’s abil-
ity to balance engineering skills
with the capacity to commu-
nicate that information to all
levels of the organization and

H MENLO PARK

community.

“(Kent) has a great opportu-
nity going to Sunnyvale, which
is a larger city with a great repu-
tation, and I believe he will be
very successful in his new posi-
tion,” said Mr. Rojas. “Our loss
is Sunnyvale’s gain.”

Starting Aug. 1 in Sunnyvale,
Mr. Steffens will oversee some
180 employees and have over-
sight of streets, engineering, and
parks and project management,
according to City Manager Gary
Luebbers.

Menlo Park Mayor Rich Cline
echoed the praise of a man
often caught in the middle of
controversial issues such as traf-
fic calming, park maintenance,
and high-speed rail. The mayor
noted that Mr. Steffens literally
knew where all the bones were
buried and the wires and the
sewers and the pipes.

“T'am one of his biggest fans,”
Mr. Cline said. “He caught a lot
of heat, but he was always a pro-
fessional. His knowledge of our
city’s infrastructure was second
to none.”

Mr. Steffens was not immedi-
ately available for comment. B
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“My family has been coming here for years.

It's the best garden center in the area, the
prices are very fair considering the area,
and the staff is unbeatable... | would
recommend this place to anyone who will
ever need to buy a plant of any kind."
—John G, LA Ca

“This place is a wonderful source for plants,
containers, and gifts. You can always get
help and typically find what you want.”

— Carol G, Palo Alto

Mirrors ® ceramics @ wall decorations ® vases ® picture frames e place mats & napkins ® aprons e candles e greeting
cards e gift wrapping ® organic sprays ® soaps & lotions ® baby and children’s gifts ® baby books e stuffed animals
Superior rating for quality & price by Consumers Checkbook.

3700 Street
RedwoodiCity,
(CornerfofiMarshiRoadfand|Florence|Street:

www.marshmanor.com
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HIT THE COURTS

SWIM e TENNIS * FITNESS

Our year-round program offers junior tennis for ages 4-18, top-notch teaching pros, USTA and
other adult leagues. With lighted courts, play doesn’t stop at dusk. Our twilight tennis mixers and
doubles nights keep the fun going with alfresco courtside dining and tennis under the stars.

raseta!
ASAS S S

Swim, play tennis, and work out with us. 30 days for $300

Contact jim@laderaoaks.com or call 650.854.3101, ext.1000

Ladera Oaks

3249 Alpine Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028 www.laderaoaks.com

Ladera Oaks is a private club owned by its members. Invitation to membership involves a selection process.

Sophistication and Elegance

Distinguished Italian Designer

Now Available at

fashion pdssion

Boutique
345 Stanford Shopping Center
(650) 328-3030

www.fashionpassionstyle.com

Open Weekdays 10am-9pm;
Sat 10am-7pm; Sun 11am-6pm

Good for

Good for

Good for the

Support Local Business

When you shop locally, good things happen
to make our community stronger:

- You keep tax dollars
in the community

- Shopping districts remain
diverse and vibrant

« You build relationships with

small business owners who
appreciate your concerns
and feedback

- Your recommendations

to neighbors and friends
encourage others to join in
supporting local business

and commerce.

«You help create jobs
for local residents and teens

o Taem @R X susme AR
| = Discover local businesses at ShopMenloPark.com
s g u
| - « Search listings « Purchase gift certificates
» Read and write reviews » See upcoming special events
e 830t « Find coupons and special deals «View photos and maps

-~ 1y Moo P T
What's NeW T

miset 2
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Mark Sweyer to open 25-seat cafe in Woodside

M Gilberts oppose the plan, but council OKs permit.

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

oodside has no traffic
signals, but Mark Sweyer,
co-owner of the Wood-

side Bakery & Cafe, did get a green
light on his plans to convert a nearby
one-story office building at 2989
Woodside Road to a 25-seat cafe
that will feature cooking classes,
banquet space and coffee roasted on
site and brewed by the cup.

In the July 12 ruling, a unani-
mous Town Council — absent
members Peter Mason and Dave
Tanner — denied an appeal by
William and Lee Ann Gilbert, who
own the adjacent property and the
Pioneer Hotel saloon. The Gilberts
wanted the project scaled back, say-
ing that its scope of activities was
too ambitious for the close quarters

and the perennially tight parking
situation downtown.

The 1,278-square-foot future
cafe is nestled in the row of one-
story buildings across Woodside
Road from the bronze horses on
Village Hill.

The council’s action affirms the
Planning Commission’s granting
to Mr. Sweyer a conditional use
permit. The permit will allow the
sale of beer and wine (with a state
license) and no more than three
cooking classes per month for no
more than 10 students per class,
during which time the cafe will be
closed, according to a staff report.

Mr. Sweyer must also install an
outdoor hitching post and re-stripe
the parking lot. He is dedicating
one parking space to bicycles.
The bike racks will be two steel
cables stretched tight the length

Felled buckeye tree costs
Woodside resident $5,000

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

he Woodside Town Council,

echoing a 2009 decision, dra-

matically reduced a resident’s
fine for felling major trees without
a permit.

A unanimous council — absent
Peter Mason — agreed on July 12
to reduce to $5,000 a $72,500 fine
against resident Gregory Wimmer
of Patrol Road for the loss of eight
trees: seven bay laurels, which can
carry sudden oak death (SOD)
spores, and one buckeye.

(In October 2009 after a search-
ing discussion, the council lowered
a fine to $10,000 from $92,500 for
a resident’s felling of 10 coast live
oaks.)

The $5,000 fine this time was for

the buckeye, the standard penalty
for cutting one tree with at least a
9.5-inch diameter at4 feetabove the
ground. Violators are supposed to
pay $7,500 for the second tree and
$10,000 for each one after that, but
the council zeroed out the fines for
the bay laurels, given the circum-
stances, including the SOD risk.

In a February 2011 letter to the
town, Mr. Wimmer had written
that he had told the La Canada Tree
Service at least three times to obtain
a permit before cutting any major
trees. “It’s strictly by the book with
me for any work done,” he wrote.

A tree service representative
tried to acquire a permit the
day after the tree cutting but
was refused, according to a staff

See TREE, page 8

of the space and meant
for around 20 bikes. The
bikes hang on the cable
and allow compact secu-
rity without paint damage,
architect Stevan Patrick,
the project designer and a
principal at Midglen Stu-
dio Associates in Wood-
side, told the Almanac.

Mr. Patrick said the idea
came to him after talking
with people who've been to bike
races, where impromptu bike racks
made from tightly stretched spans
of rope are common.

Lovable ideas

“I think what’s happening here
with this project and how it’s got-
ten so far in this process is because
there are so many lovable ideas,”
Ms. Gilbert told the council.
“What is not lovable to my hus-
band and me ... is what we believe

Almanac photo by

Mark Sweyer

will surely be an assault
on our parking.”

The new cafe will sit next
to the commercial Gilbert
Center, which has private
parking. Mr. and Ms.
Gilbert expressed concern
that cafe parking will
almost certainly overflow
its allotted 10 spaces, and
that employees will park
in the public lot in back.

The public parking lot is of
interest to the Gilberts because
they contributed some $800,000
over 25 years in a partnership to
help convert dusty and/or muddy
tields into paved parking for about
the same number of vehicles that
patronize the three partners, Town
Manager Susan George said in an
email. The other partners in the
parking assessment district were
the town and the Village Pub.

The proposed cafe parking

Michelle Le

“looks like a disaster” and
unfair to those who paid 1nto
the district,” Ms. Gilbert told the
council. “Parking is a big deal,”
she added. “We do battle out there
every day.”

And bike racks, though rare in
a town visited by scores of cyclists
every day, should not be concen-
trated at the cafe but distributed,
including at Roberts market and
Mr. Sweyer’s bakery, Ms. Gilbert
said.

“I, for one, don’t want to attract
more bicyclists here until people
figure out how to accommodate
them,” she added. “The intent of
this applicant is to attract that kind
of patronage.”

Mr. Sweyer let Mr. Patrick
respond to the complaints. Sup-
port for the cafe came from an
audience that filled the council

See CAFE, page 8

herself up for the competition.

Summer silhouette

Kathy Jaraczewski has competed in just enough competitions with 7-year-old Wallander to qualify for the
Woodside Summer Dressage at the Horse Park at Woodside. She takes a ride to warm Wallander and

Photo by Nick Gonzales for the Almanac

Commission examines downtown plan sans fiscal impact analysis

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

hen the Menlo Park
Planning Commission
commenced its multi-

session review of the proposed
downtown/El Camino Real spe-
cific plan on July 11, it quickly
pointed out there wasn’t quite
enough paper on the dais.

The fiscal impact analysis
(FIA), initially intended to be
released before the commission

started its review, was missing
in action. According to Thomas
Rogers, project manager, the
delay came when staff decided
to add analyses of the plan’s
impact on school and fire dis-
tricts, which weren’t included
when the city determined the
scope of the FIA three years
ago.

Commissioner Henry Riggs
asked staff whether the analysis,
prepared by consultant Strategic
Economics, would be done by

H MENLO PARK

the July 21 meeting, and learned
that it would not be. Mr. Rogers
indicated that the FIA would be
available before the commission
makes its final recommenda-
tions sometime next month.

“It is disappointing that we
should volunteer to have the
three specific meetings and not
benefit from this. There are
statements and assumptions

that are made in the draft plan,
which, lacking the FIA, are sim-
ply not backed up,” Mr. Riggs
commented.

The effect, he said, is that the
commission can’t accurately
assess whether the net impact to
areas like the sewer district will
be positive or negative, or how
much more revenue Menlo Park
could gain by allowing higher
density development.

He’d also like to study wheth-
er the new regulations might

July 20, 2011

encourage property owners to
invest.

“Older buildings may not
justify an infusion of capital if
you can’t increase the square
footage. As a friend says, if you
put a million into a 3,000 square
foot commercial building and
end up with a 3,000-square-foot
building, you have to double
the rent just to break even. No
one wins,” he explained. “With

See PLAN, page 8
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" ROBERTS MARKET

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

BING CHERRIES

CALIFORNIA

BLACK PLUMS

GROUND

TURKEY BREAST

ALSO SPINACH SOUFFLE

ANNIE’S ORGANIC
PRETZEL BUNNIES

701

KRAFT AMERICAN

5919

12 0Z.

2009 Cannonball, Senoma County

A Classic!

Sale Dates: JULY 20, 21, 22, 23

Fresh Produce

FINGER LICKIN" BEEF KABO

$/98

— b

On Sale Grocery
STOUFFER'S MACARONI & CHEES

CHEESE SINGLES 52 99

2009 Napa Cellars, Napa Valley ...............ccoooveeeerrveerrrrerrrnne

2009 Testarosssa, Santa Lucia Highlands .....................ccconee.

This "09 goes back to Testarossa’s roots—rich, creamy, and smooth.

 + 3015 Woodside Road » 650-851-1511 <
ALLEY e 4420 Alpine Road * 650-851-1711
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

1171158
1& £ o =

www.robertsmarket.com

FRESH RED & GREEN

00¢. LEAF LETTUCE
Meat And Seafood

79

'k

FULTON VALLEY

ORGANIC CHICKEN

CARA MIA MARINATED
ARTICHOKE HEARTS

6 0Z.

GLAD CLING WRAP

200 FT.

Deli Department
For A Light And Fit Lunch Grab A Fresh Salad To-Go —
Choose from
Chicken Ceasar, Shrimp, Spring Mix, Salmon,
Cobb, Tri-tip, Chef, Turkey,
Tuna, Beef, or Chinese Chicken
Only $6.99 to $8.50

Wine and Spirits

Chardonnay Specials

Keep one of these “sure-fire” Chards chilled in the refrigerator for hot afternoons.
Enjoy great quality at reasonable prices.

................. Reg. $17.99 cereneneennSale $12.99
Reg. $13.99............. Sale $11.99

Reg. $25.99 c..ovrvene. Sale $21.99
.................. Reg $25.99 ............5ale $21.99

This is a really a Russian River Chard that tastes like its $25 a bottle.
2009 Talley Estate, Arroyo Grande Valley ....................ccoo...

5349

—1b

5129

5199
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A 19-year-old Menlo Park
woman, who was shot early
Wednesday morning, July 13,
in East Palo Alto, has died, East
Palo Alto police said.

Catherine Fisher was shot
while sitting in a vehicle with
a man and another woman at
2:12 a.m. in the 2500 block
of Annapolis Street between
Michigan and Notre Dame
avenues east of Bay Road.

Ms. Fisher was transported
to Stanford Hospital where
she died from her injuries. The
vehicle’s other occupants were
unharmed, police said.

Investigators are working to
develop suspect information
and a possible motive for the
shooting.

Acting Capt. Jeff Liu said
police have not yet determined
if the shooting was gang related.
It is the city’s fourth homicide
this year, he said.

Police are asking anyone who
has information or might have
witnessed the shooting to con-
tact the East Palo Alto Police
Department by email to epa@
tipnow.org, or leave an anony-
mous voicemail or text message
to 650-409-6792.

— By Sue Dremann and
Bay City News Service

Robbers snatch
necklace, iPhone

An unidentified assailant
punched a Menlo Park man,
then yanked a gold chain off his
neck as the victim walked near
the intersection of Hamilton
and Carlton Avenues around 8
p-m. Tuesday, July 12.

A second suspect then
grabbed the victim’s iPhone.
The robbers were described as
two slender young Hispanic

Menlo Park teen dies after
shooting in East Palo Alto

men. One sported a white shirt
with dark pants and black
shoes with red and white trim,
the other a black hoodie.

The victim recovered the
necklace at the scene. He had
non-life-threatening injuries,
police said, and declined medi-
cal care.

The pair fled south on Ham-
ilton Avenue in a silver Ford
pickup truck, according to
Menlo Park police spokes-
woman Nicole Acker.

— Sandy Brundage

Squatters in home
arrested in La Honda

Three men found unlawfully
occupying a home in unin-
corporated La Honda on July
15 have been arrested, and a
fourth remains at large, the San
Mateo County Sheriff’s Office
said.

The men were reported in a
residence on Starwood Drive,
according to a countywide
alert. They ran from deputies
and were the subject of a search
in the area.

While three men were arrest-
ed, a fourth man remains
at large. He is described as
a heavyset Hispanic man,
approximately 30 years of age
with a round face and short
hair, and wearing a gray and
white T-shirt and blue jeans.

Anyone who spots a man
matching this description in
the area is asked to call the
Sheriff’s Office at (650) 363-
4911. People are advised to use
caution, however, and should
not approach or attempt to
apprehend him.

— Bay City News Service

Menlo police agree to freeze pay

When the eight Menlo Park
police sergeants agreed to a two-
year pay freeze, along with other
concessions, it seemed to set the
tone for negotiations with the
union representing the city’s 36
line officers.

The new contract that goes
before the City Council on July
26 contains almost identical
terms. It freezes pay for two
years; reduces the work schedule
100 hours per year, equivalent
to a 4.8 percent salary cut for
patrol officers; removes auto-
matic health benefit increases;
cuts sick leave from 10 to eight
hours a month; and eliminates
a bonus for using less than three

shifts of sick leave per year. The
officers would also contribute 3
percent more toward the state
pension fund, yielding approxi-
mately $148,500 in savings for
Menlo Park.

Tuition, child care, and rec-
reation reimbursement will be
cut in half, from $1,000 per
officer to $500, which the city
estimates will save an addi-
tional $18,000.

See tinyurl.com/64conxk to
review the proposed terms. As
with newly hired sergeants,
line officers hired after July 1
would have a “3 percent at 55”
pension structure if the council
approves the contract.
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Layoffs delayed at last minute

B Judge issues temporary restraining order.

By Renee Batti
and Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writers

judge temporarily stopped
AAtherton from laying off

six city employees at the
last minute on Friday, July 15,
after hearing arguments in a law-
suit filed in San Mateo Superior
Court by union representatives.

A follow-up court hearing on
the issue is set for Aug. 11.

In a closed-session meeting on
July 12, the Atherton City Coun-
cil had “affirmed the actions of
the City Manager in effecting
layoffs of personnel,” according
to a statement issued by Deputy
City Clerk Theresa
DellaSanta. No
formal vote was
taken, she said.

The council sup-
port frustrated the
hope for a negoti-
ated agreement between the
town and the union trying to
save jobs. The six employees who
received pink slips include three
from the building department,
one from finance, one from
administration, and one pending
retirement, also from building,
according to Interim City Man-
ager John Danielson. The town
had one other retirement and
one resignation in recent months.
Finally, five public works mainte-
nance employees received job
extensions through Aug. 31.

But the union representing the
staff fought back. Peter Finn, a
Teamsters Union Local 856 rep-
resentative, said the union filed
a lawsuit in San Mateo County
Superior Court based on a sec-
tion of the state government
code the union claims makes it
illegal for the town to outsource
the jobs it has targeted.

The union, he said, asked the
court for a restraining order to
prevent the layoffs and the out-
sourcing of services. A similar
case in Orange County Supe-
rior Court led to a preliminary
injunction earlier this month
against outsourcing of city ser-
vices in Costa Mesa. According
to the firm representing the
employee union in that case, the
lawsuit cited California Govern-
ment Codes 37103 and 53060,
which it interprets as prohibit-
ing the use of private contractors
for general services performed
satisfactorily by city employees.

Atherton has received bids
from private firms to provide the
services traditionally provided
by town staff. The council will
be asked to approve contracts
for the outsourced services as
early as July 20 during its regular
meeting, Mr. Danielson said.

In light of the judge’s “incred-

B ATHERTON

ibly disappointing” ruling, how-
ever, Mayor Jim Dobbie said that
agenda will change. While he still
expects the council to vote on the
contracts, with the understanding
that they won’t be implemented
until the lawsuit is settled, the
agenda item calling for a formal
vote to eliminate the city positions
will be postponed until at least
Aug. 11, he said.

Union representatives con-
tinue to press the town to recon-
sider the move toward outsourc-
ing services, and employees have

Atherton Mayor Jim Dobbie called the judge’s
ruling ‘incredibly disappointing.’

offered concessions in compen-
sation that would save the town
at least $300,000, according to
Mr. Finn.

Mr. Danielson said his deci-
sion to eliminate the in-house
jobs and hire private firms to
provide the services stems from
the need to erase an $856,000
structural budget deficit. Out-
sourcing, according to a staff
report, saves the town approxi-
mately $760,635.

Opponents of outsourcing
note that the building depart-
ment is supposed to be self-
funded through fees charged for
permits, inspections and other
services. They argue that rather

than outsourcing the services,
the management of the depart-
ment needs fixing to keep it on
track to pay for itself.

At the July 12 council meeting,
several residents spoke before
the closed session. Melinda Tevis
and Jon Buckheit questioned the
choice of jobs eliminated, not-
ing that many if not most of the
employees being axed make in
the neighborhood of $60,000
annually. Police officers, on the
other hand, make more than
$100,000 a year, yet their jobs
appear to be secure, they said.

“That doesn’t seem fair,” Ms.
Tevis said. “Was fairness consid-
ered?”

Mr. Buckheit noted that
employees being
laid off offered
some $300,000
in concessions,
while the police
officers will be
asked to make only
$200,000. He was referring
to Mr. Danielson’s statement,
quoted in the Almanac, that he
intends to ask the union repre-
senting police officers to reopen
contract talks, and will seek
concessions that will save the
town about $200,000 annually.

Resident Anne Anderson said
she felt “blindsided” by the move
to outsource. Noting that the plan
moved forward with no public
discussion, she said that the elimi-
nation of in-house services and use
of private contractors to provide
the services “is a philosophical
decision, and the town’s residents

See LAYOFFS, page 12

International School of the Peninsula

Yow Flace for After—School
Langgagg Learning_

Offering Mandarin Chinese, French & Spanish
Nursery - 8" grade

CHECK OUT OUR CULTURAL CLASSES!

Enroll Now!

(650) 251-8519

Palo Alto, CA

Classes Begin mid-Sept.

www.istp. orgllanguageclasses p

REAL ESTATE Q&A

by Monica Corman

To Bid or Not to Bid

-
(‘ g
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Dear Monica: I have seen
the perfect house but at the
price it is listed, it will be a
short sale. The seller is not in
arrears on his loan but if the
property sells at the list price,
the lender will have to accept
a lesser price in order for the
sale to close. Do you think I
should pursue this?

Les G.

Dear Les: It is not always
easy to know whether it is
prudent to pursue a property
in a “short sale”. The fact that
the seller is not in arrears is

a good thing because if you

try to buy the property, you
will not be racing against a
pending foreclosure. However,
a buyer in a short sale never
really knows whether the
lender will be reasonable

and swift in the decision
process, or whether the seller’s
contract will be accepted if

it means that the lender will
have to take a lowered payoff
amount. However if all
parties seem competent and
you have the time to wait, you
may be rewarded. The bank
may approve the loan in a
reasonable time and the house
will be yours.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
Lalso offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

DESIGNS, INC.

. Listen To Your Neighbor!

“ As uual the job keeps looking better

Call Today to Schedule Your
Complimentary Design Consultation

650-726-5990

B S,

DESIGNS, INC.

Landscape Design - Build
Award Winning Since 1985

www.blueskydesignsinc.com
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Fire causes major damage
to Atherton home, kills cats

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

or reasons still unknown,
Fas many as eight smoke

detectors failed to alert the
occupants of an Atherton house
to a fire early Wednesday morn-
ing, July 13, that appears to have
started on the first floor and
spread to the attic.

The fire caused major damage
to the one-story, 5,225-square-foot
home at 80 Mount Vernon Lane in
Atherton, authorities said.

The couple residing there awoke
to a popping sound, smelled
smoke, went outside, saw smoke
rising and called 911 at 2:55
a.m., Chief Schapelhouman of the
Menlo Park Fire Protection Dis-
trict said in a phone interview. The
couple was uninjured but their
two cats succumbed, probably to
smoke inhalation, the chief said.

The fire destroyed about 75
percent of the attic, part of which
collapsed — an indication that
the fire got a good start before
being detected, he said. The fire
may have started in a closet on
the first floor, he noted.

The house was in the final
weeks of a remodel, but the fire

has left it uninhabitable, the
chief said.

A second alarm went out at
3:19 a.m. and firefighters had the
fire under control at 3:33 a.m.,
Chief Schapelhouman said.

Having soaked the attic, fire-
fighters quickly began a salvage
operation of personal goods to
avoid damage due to falling wet
sheet rock, he said.

An initial estimate put the
damage to the structure and
personal belongings at $350,000,
he said. Building officials with
the town will be called in to fur-
ther evaluate the damage to the
house, Chief Schapelhouman
said.

The fire district will investi-
gate why the smoke detectors,
which are powered by batteries,
did not work.

When they arrived, firefight-
ers had to break through the
electrically powered front gate.
The investigation will include
why the gate malfunctioned, the
chief said.

A detached garage of 1,000
square feet was not damaged, nor
was there any significant damage
to trees or other vegetation, Chief
Schapelhouman said. &

PLAN

continued from page 5

added density or additional height
allowing the building to grow, such
a project should be more efficient,
more viable.”

That would be good to know
quantitatively, he said, but that
won't be included in the scope of
even the expanded FIA.

Mr. Riggs didn’t think lack of
an FIA was reason enough to
postpone the commission’s study,
though. “Whether the FIA con-
firms we get 3 percent more net
revenue, or 5 percent or 1 percent,
there are better reasons to support
renewal of downtown and ECR; if
it shows we lose revenue, we will

recommend that fees be adjusted,”
he said.

City staff agreed.

“Fiscal impacts are definitely
part of the story, but they aren’t
the whole story,” Mr. Rogers
said. “The Planning Commission’s
review will rely on a wide range of
factors, including project goals,
community values, and individual
preferences.” He added that fiscal
issues can be folded into the com-
mission’s final recommendation.

The next sessions of the Planning
Commission review are scheduled
for Thursday, July 21; Thursday,
July 28; and Thursday, Aug. 4.

See tinyurl.com/Plan-711 to
examine the proposed specific
plan. B

|

Teens in Sweet Apple, Ohio — played by, from left, Lexi Wilson, Anna Dailey of Menlo Park, and Rachel
Fosnaugh — flip when Conrad Birdie (Austin Bowie) comes to town in the Peninsula Youth Theatre’s production
of “Bye Bye Birdie” running July 30 to Aug. 7 at the Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts. Visit
pytnet.org or call 903-6000 for information and tickets ($10-$20).

Hospital project wins final approval

By Gennady Sheyner

Embarcadero Media

fter an unexpected last-
Aminute delay, Stanford Uni-

versity Medical Center’s bid
to dramatically expand its hospital
facilities surged past the finish line
July 11 when the Palo Alto City
Council gave the $5 billion project
its final approval.

The council’s vote came a week
after Stanford agreed to relocate
a day care center at one of the
construction sites, thereby resolv-
ing an 11th-hour dispute with the
parents whose children attend the
Stanford Arboretum Children’s
Center.

Stanford earned the city’s initial
approval June 6 after nearly 100

public hearings. But the hospital
was forced to halt its celebrations a
week later because of protests from
dozens of parents whose children
attend the day care center near the
Hoover Pavilion.

The parents, many of them Stan-
ford University professors, argued
that the project’s environmental
analysis failed to adequately con-
sider the impact of construction on
the day care center. After hearing
these objections, Stanford asked
the council to delay its “second
reading” of the approval —alarge-
ly procedural vote that would have
made its earlier approval final.

The city’s approval of the mas-
sive project, nearly four years in
the making, became official July
11. As part of its settlement with

the parents, Stanford agreed to
move the day care center and to
postpone construction on the
parking garage near Hoover Pavil-
ion until the center is relocated.
After hearing about the deal, the
council voted 7-0, with Gail Price
absent and Larry Klein abstaining,
to give Project Renewal the final
go-ahead.

The expansion project, which
city officials often call the largest in
Palo Altos history, would add
about 1.3 million square feet of
development to the city. It includes
reconstruction of Stanford Hospi-
tal & Clinics, an expansion of the
Lucile Packard Children’s Center
and renovations to various Stan-
ford University School of Medicine
buildings. B

TREE

continued from page 5

report.

Attempts by the Almanac to
contacta La Canada Tree Service
based in Fremont via phone,
voice mail and email were unsuc-
cessful, as were attempts to con-
tact Mr. Wimmer, who said he
works in Southern California.

“La Canada has stopped
returning (my) phone calls and
emails,” Mr. Wimmer told the
council.

Assistant Town Manager Kevin
Bryant told the council he was
unable to confirm that La Cana-

da was licensed to do business in
Woodside.

While Mr. Wimmer must pay
the fine, various state agencies,
including the Contractors State
License Board, are available to
help recoup costs, Councilman
Dave Tanner said.

Asked in a phone interview
about contractor behavior in
general, Mr. Tanner, a builder,
talked of an underground econ-
omy and contractors who “will
do anything” to avoid extra
costs. “It’s just non-stop,” he said.
“It’s really a crime what happens
to people on this.” &
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CAFE

continued from page 5

chambers.

“The proposed cycle storage is a
very welcome thing,” said former
resident and History Committee
member Keith Simon.

“We all need to learn to share,
share the roads, share the space,”
said resident Pat Del Gavio.

“There needs to be controls on a
phenomenon that has gone too far,”
Mr. Gilbert responded, alleging that
he has seen cyclists sprawled on
horse trails having picnics and, at
times, urinating in inappropriate
places.

Council comments

Council members found the
cafe proposal to be within the
rules set for commercial estab-
lishments, though Council-
woman Anne Kasten did call
the parking space alignment
“jaw-droppingly horrible,” sug-
gesting that it echoed the lot at
Draeger’s Supermarket in Menlo
Park, which she said she finds
inconveniently angled.

The turning ratios are accurate,
Mr. Patrick said. “It does work.”

“It works on paper,” Ms. Kasten
replied. “I'm asking for something
functional. I see a lot of problems.

... It seems to be a lot of stuff going
on in a not very big space.”

“That’s true,” Mr. Patrick said.

“It’s a big venture and there’s
going to be a lot of pressure on
the business owner to get it right,
to do it right,” Councilwoman
Sue Boynton said. She added that
while she was not concerned with
overflow parking “at this point,”
the cafe could be a trigger for a
future discussion of the issue in
general, an idea that the council
seemed to like.

Go to tinyurl.com/WS-cafe
and turn to Page 57 for more on
this topic. &
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Church continues priest investigation

B San Francisco DA closes case against priest.

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

he San Francisco Dis-

trict Attorney’s Office

has decided not to press
charges against Father William
Myers, pastor of St. Raymond
Catholic Church in Menlo Park,
in connection with an incident
involving a 17-year-old boy in
San Francisco.

As the Almanac first reported,
Assistant District Attorney Seth
Steward said on July 12 that
the decision was made for “a
number of reasons, primarily
lack of corroboration.” He then
declined to discuss specifics of
the investigation.

Father Myers was put on
administrative leave in May
after the church learned about
an incident a month earlier in
San Francisco. The father of a
17-year-old boy asked for police

after the priest followed his son
into a dressing room at a Ross
Dress for Less, according to a
spokesman for the San Fran-
cisco archdiocese.

Describing the encounter as
a “boundary violation,” the
spokesman said no physical
contact occurred.

Director of Communications
George Wesolek said a source
notified the archdiocese of the
San Francisco incident on May
26. When confronted by church
officials, the pastor admitted
struggling with a sexual addic-
tion to adults and receiving
therapy for sexual identity issues
while serving in Stockton.

Church assignment records
show that Father Myers was on
leave from the Diocese of Stock-
ton for approximately four years
from 1996 to 2000, but don’t
indicate why.

Bishop Stephen Blaire said
that while the Stockton dio-
cese knew Father Myers had
undergone therapy, “at no time
was it suggested or otherwise
reported to the Diocese that
the therapy was in any way
related to sexual conduct with
minors.” In June the diocese
notified its 34 parishes about
the store incident.

Ordained in 1988, Father
Myers joined St. Raymond four
years ago, transferring from
St. Brendan Church in San
Francisco. The San Francisco
archdiocese repeatedly refused
to confirm whether he kept an
apartment in San Francisco in
addition to his parish lodgings
in Menlo Park. He is reportedly
in treatment while on leave.

Mr. Wesolek said the church’s
institutional review board met
around July 15 to discuss the
case, without reaching any con-
clusions, and will convene again
in August. B

Walgreens appeals denial of permit to sell alcohol

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

algreens has filed an
appeal of the Menlo
Park Planning Com-

mission’s 4-3 denial of its request
to sell beer and wine at its Santa
Cruz Avenue store.

At the June 27 meeting, Plan-
ning Commissioners Katie Fer-
rick, Peipei Yu, Jack O’Malley,
and Ben FEiref voted against
granting the permit, arguing
that allowing the downtown
drugstore to sell alcohol for
off-premise consumption was
inappropriate and detrimental
to Menlo Park’s welfare.

The final outcome now rests
with the City Council, which
is expected to hear the issue on
Aug. 23, according to the city
clerk’s office. Earlier this year
the council members voted to
allow Beverages & More to open
a store on El Camino Real after
that franchise lost a bid to open
a smaller shop on Santa Cruz
Avenue.

Walgreens representatives
were not immediately available
for comment.

Green building code,
Habhitat parcel on tap

Returning after a hiatus, the
Menlo Park City Council faces
a full agenda that nevertheless
appears free of controversial
items — a little school route
planning, a couple responses to
grand jury reports, updating the
city’s green building ordinance,
and possibly buying back a

Terminal Avenue parcel from
Habitat for Humanity.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m.
in council chambers at the Civic
Center at 701 Laurel St.

Go to menlopark.org and
click on “City Council” to view
the agenda and related staff
reports.

Parks and Rec
meets at library

Taking a change of scenery, the
Menlo Park Parks and Recreation
Commission meets Wednesday,
July 20, in the multipurpose room
of the library at 800 Alma St. The
agenda lists the election of a vice
chair, the approval of a work plan
for communicating with commu-
nity user groups, and updates as the
main items. The meeting starts at
6:30 pm. O

Let us provide daytime care
for your aging loved one

+ Daily Health Monitoring
¢ Exercise

¢ Arts

+ Socializing
¢ Music

venidas Rose Kleiner
Senior Day Health Center
The Family Choice for Adult Day Care

270 Escuela Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040
(650) 289-5499 www.avenidas.org

Free tours July 13 & 27 at 10:30am

+ Therapies

+ Gardening

+ Nutritious Lunches
+ Local Transportation
¢ ... and more!

Eliminate cravings ® Beat sugar oddiction ® No drugs
Private, one-on-one counseling * Based on nutritious foods
Call today for o free consultation. 650.323.5483

LITE For LIFE-MENLO PARK
713 0ak Grove Ave,

Menlo Park, CA
menlopark@Iliteforlife.com

a 12 week
or more program

$100 Of

A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Vive Sol-(ocina Mexicana

2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View
(650) 938-2020
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

=

Connoisseur (offee (o.

2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City
(650) 369-5250 9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat.

Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula" call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

ALLIED ARTS
~ Gump

75 ARBOR RD - MENLO PARK

Artisan Shop & Studios
Scenic Gardens
Historical Architecture
Events & Meeting Facilities

For more details, please see our website:
www.alliedartsguild.org
Or Call (650) 322-2405
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Health Insurance

Is Your Family Covered? Individual, Family, Medicare, Group Health Plans

Eric L. Barrett

CLU, CLTC, RHU, REBC, LUTCF  CA. INS Lic #0737226 L
Serving the Peninsula For Over 23 Years blue § of california

www.barrettinsuranceservices.net ==t
1300 South El Camino Real, Suite 400  San Mateo » 650-513-5690

Authorized Agent

The Barrett Family
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Eric, Jackson, Brenna, Katia

Fire board: ‘Huge shift’
in compensation policy?

SUPPORT
LOCAL KIDS
NON-PROFITS

TOUR DE |
WK,
2011

Saturday, August 20
65, 46 & 35

mile routes
with a few hills

Ride Day Registration
8to 10 a.m.

e Fully supported with three water/rest stops
e Great barbeque lunch catered by Lutticken’s Deli
(Burgers, hot dogs, chicken, potato salad, pasta salad

Are firefighters overpaid? In
negotiating pay packages, should
fire districts consider only what
other fire departments are pay-
ing, or the pay and employment
levels in the general economy as
well?

The Board of Directors of the
Menlo Park Fire Protection Dis-
trict is weighing these questions
as it prepares to adopt what a
fire board member calls a “huge
shift” in its employee compensa-
tion policy and philosophy.

Under the proposed policy, the
board might survey both private
and public employers and take
into consideration “the perspec-
tives of the community” — as
well as labor and management
— in evaluating pay fairness.

“The District shall consider
the overall economic climate and
condition affecting the District
and its constituents when setting
compensation levels, including
regional economic indicators
such as the rate of unemploy-
ment, inflation, current and
projected revenues, and the Dis-
trict’s anticipated ability to payin

the long term.”

Board member Peter Carpen-
ter is urging the public to partici-
pate in discussions on changing
the district’s compensation phi-
losophy. He encourages people
to come to the board meeting
Tuesday night, July 19, when
the board will discuss and may
adopt the policy.

The public session is expected
to start about 7 p.m. at the Sta-
tion 1 classroom at 300 Middle-
field Road in Menlo Park.

Negotiations between the
board and the union represent-
ing the firefighters have been
contentious since the contract
expired in 2008. In April, the
board imposed terms on the
union, and is getting ready for
another round of negotiations.

Go to tinyurl.com/pay-163 to
see the text of the proposed and
existing policies, and posts on
the Town Square forum.

Public comments on this
proposal may be emailed
to the clerk of the board,
Deanna Riding, at Deannar@
MenloFire.org.

BEST FRESH FISH » BEST SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood
Restaurant & Market

A GREAT PLACE T0 FAT LUNCH C0R INNNVER

" e =
Sinae 1HEH

SEAFOOD

Restourant & Froawh Fink Maorkei

and much more)

e Visit the scenic and historic Picchetti Open Space
Preserve & Winery

e Free T-shirt for every rider

e 8 or 9 a.m. start at Menlo-Atherton High School

e All proceeds from ride go to Rotary tutoring,
scholarships and non-profits like Boys and Girls
Club and Second Harvest Food Bank.

e Plenty of opportunity to learn more about Rotary.

Ask any ride worker for details.

Harrell Remodeling

Design + Build

Menlo-Atherton High School
555 Middlefield Road
Atherton, CA, 94027

Sponsored by

The Rotary Club of Menlo Park
and .] UnionBank

TheAlmanaC L‘%ﬂ Palo Alto Medical Foundation

A Sutter Health Affiliate

Register online at www.tourdemenlo.com

SUPPORT LOCAL

Support
The Almanac’s print
and online coverage
of our community.

JOURNALISM

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/Almanac
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Seafood Dinners from $59 to $995
Try our new Grilled Seafood Specials
Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips
Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.
Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.

Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri *fil 9 pm; Market: Mon - Sat 9-7 pm
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS Market: 10-5 pm; Restaurant:11-7 pm

751 El Caming Real Call In Orclers Welcome
Menlo Park, CA 94025 Phone 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

WHAT ARE YOUR KIDS DOING THIS SUMMER?
Join the YES FOR CHESS summer camp

The camp runs from July 11th to 15th

“We’re a chess
program that
focuses on creative

No chess experience? Mo Problem!
, We teach beginning to
e kUM, advanced students

910-9121=208]1

www.yesforchess.com

(for more info regarding the camp)
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Seats on local town councils,
school boards up for election

B Filing period opens
for candidates.

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

he filing period has begun
Tfor the Nov. 8 election,

when voters will decide
the makeup of the Woodside and
Portola town councils, plus the
governing boards of several school
districts and special districts.

The candidate filing period
started July 18 and ends at 5 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 12. Ifan incumbent
chooses not to run, the filing
period is extended five days —
to Aug. 17, this year.

In Portola Valley, Town Coun-
cilman Steve Toben announced
July 13 that he will not run for
re-election when his second
term ends in November. The
council seat of his colleague on
the council, Ann Wengert, is
also up election, but she has not
yet announced her intentions.

In Woodside, the terms of four
council members are ending in
November: Dave Burow, Peter
Mason, Ron Romines (the cur-
rent mayor), and Sue Boynton,
who said she is not running
again.

School districts

The board seats of Steven
Humphreys and Jocelyn Swisher
in the Portola Valley School
District, and Ellen Ablow and
Ginger Bamford in the Wood-
side Elementary School District,
are up for election.

In the Sequoia Union High
School District, which includes
Menlo-Atherton and Woodside
high schools, the three board
members whose terms expire
this year are Don Gibson, Olivia
Martinez and Lorraine Rumley.

In the San Mateo County
Community College District,
the seats of Dave Mandelkern,
Patricia Miljanich and Karen
Schwarz are up for election.

Special districts

In the Menlo Park Fire Protec-
tion District — which encom-
passes Atherton, Menlo Park,
East Palo Alto and unincorpo-
rated areas — the board terms
of Peter Carpenter and Bart
Spencer are up this year.

In the Woodside Fire Protec-
tion District — which covers
Woodside, Portola Valley and
unincorporated areas — board
seats of Patrick Cain and John
Gardner are up for election.
Both Mr. Cain and Mr. Gard-
ner are running for re-election,
Woodside district Fire Chief
Dan Ghiorso told the Almanac.

The board seats of Ronald
Shepherd, David Walker and Fran
Dehn in the West Bay Sanitary
District are up for election. West
Bay collects and disposes of waste-
water from Menlo Park, Atherton
and Portola Valley, as well as parts
of Woodside and unincorporated
San Mateo County.

In the Ladera Recreation Dis-
trict, the two board seats up for
election are occupied by Peter
Caryotakis and Karen Fryling.
The recreation district’s ameni-
ties include swimming pools,
a play area, tennis courts, and
classes in physical activities,
such as yoga and aerobics.

In the Los Trancos County
Water District, the board terms of
Charlie Krenz and Mike Ward
expire this year. The district sold
its water system to the California
Water Service Co. in 2005, but the
district still collects taxes and
performs services such as encour-
aging efficient use of water, main-
taining open space, and support-
ing emergency preparedness,
according to its website. B

E INFORMATION

Go to shapethefuture.org for
more information, or call the San
Mateo County Elections Office at
312-5222.

Established Since 1991

Custom Kitchens, Bathrooms,

‘Complete “Green™ Projects

Our Services Include: -3
* HVAC Duct Replacement
* Copper Re-pipe

* Foundations

* Basements

* Earthquake Retrofits

* Patios/Arbors
*Decks/Fences

* Concrete Work e
* Dry Rot, Mold & Termite Repair

e and more...

S
LIS

(650) 964-9692

716 San Antonio Rd. Ste G, Palo Alto
www.djsbuilders.com
Contractor’s Lic. #779563

Halcott C. Moreno Jr.

Jan. 28, 1919-July 7, 2011

— 4 '
Littlest Angels

at Bethany Lutheran Church Halcott (Hal) Moreno Jr. aged 92, passed away on

Menlo Park Thursday, July 7, at the Stanford University Medical
Center following a brief illness.
LIMITED OPENINGS Hal was a member of the American Legion, the Palo
FOR FALL Al . ! here h .
e to Host Lions Club where he served as president,

the Palo Alto Elks Lodge where he was the organist
for 30 years and Sons In Retirement (SIRS) where he
held the office of Big SIR in 1999. He also served as the
current SIRS historian and conducted new member
orientation.

Hal is survived by his second wife, Marion, his

Thursday, Sept. 8

2 YEAR-OLD PROGRAM
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
2,3 or 5 Days
Potty training not required.

PRE-KINDERGARTEN

PROGRAM : :
4-5 Year Olds elder brother Albert, his daughter Susan Hassitt

SALUET S G and daughter-in-law Susan Moreno. He is also
2,3 or 5 Days

survived by his step-children David Farrell (Julie),
Nancy Freitas (Rob), Tom Farrell (Laurie) and
numerous grandchildren, step-grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and step-great-grandchildren.

Donations can be made in Hal’s memory to the
Palo Alto Host Lions Club, http://www.paloaltolions.
org or P.O. Box 976, Palo Alto, CA 94302-0976.

Before- and After-School Care
Available for ages 3 and older

For additional information or
to schedule a tour, please call
650.854.4973
preschool@bethany-mp.org
www.bethany-mp.org/preschool

\_ Since 1996 )

Menlo

CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL AND INSTITUTE
David Finckel & Wu Han, Artistic Directors

Music

\ The 2011 Festival: Through Brahms
* July 22-August 13, 2011 / Atherton « Menlo Park « Palo Alto

e

“Innovative, engaging, and artistjcally excellent...” —GrRAMOPHONE

Music@Menlo, the Bay Area’s premier chamber music festival, offers an incomparab|e
musical experience—wor|d-c|ass concerts in intimate venues, innovative programs
performed by a cadre of the world’s great musicians, and numerous free opportunities
to engage with artists and exp|ore classical music.

o EXCEPTIONAL CONCERTS BY WORLD-RENOWNED CHAMBER MUSICIANS
® ENGAGING SYMPOSIA AND LECTURES

® FREE CAFE CONVERSATIONS AND MASTER CLASSES

® FREE CONCERTS BY YOUNG ARTISTS FROM MUSIC@MENLO’S INSTITUTE

FORTICKETS AND INFORMATION:

WWW.MUSICATMENLO.ORG ® 650-331-0202
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STANFORD
LIVELYARTS

2011
2012

PERFORMING ARTS |SEASON

SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS
ON SALE NOW!

WHICH SUNGLASSES PROVIDE
THE BEST PROTECTION?

Sunglasses provide good protection against
the sun's ultraviolet (UV) rays, as long-term
exposure is known to damage the eye’s surface
and internal structures. Should you rush out
to buy an expensive pair of sunglasses with
dark lenses? The answer is “not necessarily”.
The fact is that the ability to block UV light
is dependent on neither price nor the dark-
ness of the lens. The standards and labeling

regarding UV protection are voluntary, which
means that price does not guarantee qual-
ity. And while plastic and glass lenses both
provide a degree of inherent protection, it
is the lens’ coatings that make all the differ-
ence. Sunglasses with labels that claim to
block 99-100% of UV rays provide the best
protection.

The sun can damage your eyes just like it
can damage your skin. At MENLO OPTICAL,
we carry sunglasses with 100% UV-ray pro-
tection. Bring your eyewear prescription to
us at 1166 University Drive, on the corner of
Oak Grove Avenue and University Drive. We
also carry non-prescription glasses. Call us
at 322-3900 if you have any questions about
eyewear.

PS. Sunglasses with labels that indicate
“UV absorption up to 400nm” offer 100% UV
absorption.

Mark Schimidt is an American Board of Opticianry
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California. He
can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166 University
Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.

MERCE CUNNINGHAM
DANCE COMPANY

GIL SHAHAM,
VIOLIN

NOVEMBER 1

Final Bay Area
performance!

NOVEMBER 6
All-Bach recital

TAO: THE MARTIAL
ART OF DRUMMING

FEBRUARY 14

Japanese taiko + dance

CHUCHO VALDES
& THE AFRO-CUBAN
MESSENGERS

FEBRUARY 19

Cuban jazz piano legend

PLUS: E E

PERCUSSION (OCT 26)

THEATER (JAN 28) + ARR
+ ALIM QASIMOV ENSEMBLE (FEB 12) -

« ANGELIQUE KIDJO (MAR 3)
* ANONYMOUS 4 (APR IB) « AND MUCH MORE!

AR 1. - 50
1) + DIAVOLO DANCE
* KRONOS QUARTET

Want priority seating? Add a donation of $125
The higher your giving level, the higher your priority.

+ to your subscription order.

TICKETS livelyarts.stanford.edu | 650-725-ARTS

Stanford Ticket Office: Tresidder Memorial Student Union, Second Floor

IF IT’S NOT IN THIS VAULT, IT’S NOT SAFE.

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT co.

A private depository

Safe deposit boxes of all sizes

Strict and total confidentiality

Secured and ample parking

Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.
Data bank for important and confidential records.

SAFE FROM STATE & FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INTRUSION

ITIS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR COMPUTER
SYSTEM. REASON — WE HAVE NO COMPUTERS.
WE DO BUSINESS THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

WE ARE #1!
There Is No #2
BELIEVE IT!

121 First Street, Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel: 650-949-5891 www.losaltosvault.com

2808 EL. CAMINO REAL

SAFE-EASY-LOCAL

(3 LIGHTS SOUTH OF WOODSIDE RD.)

REDWOOD CITY
650-365-3000

* KNOWN, TRUSTED
* IN BUSINESS SINCE 1989

e FULL SERVICE JEWELER & WATCH REPAIR

WWW.JACKSONSQUARE.COM

TUES. — SAT. 10AM TO 5PM
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

Now PAYING TOP DOLLAR FOR:

— ROLEX

— GOLD, SILVER OR PLATINUM

— JEWELRY NEW OR OLD, WORN EVEN
DAMAGED

— PATEK PHILIPPE, CARTIER AND ANY
FINE WATCHES

— DIAMONDS & PRECIOUS GEMS

— SILVER AND GOLD COINS

— NOT SURE? BRING IT IN!

— STERLING SILVER AND FLATWARE

— WE ALSO ACCEPT TRADE-INS AND
CONSIGNMENT

e VIEW THE PROCESS IN A COMFORTABLE SETTING

BUY STERLING FLATWARE, SILVERWARE, SILVER
SILVER JEWELRY AND BARS— NOT SURE? BRING I

FOR OVER 20 YEARS WE HAVE
BEEN A PART OF THE SAN
MATEO COUNTY COMMUNITY.
COME TO OUR STORE ON

EL CAMINO REAL WHERE YOU
CAN VIEW THE PROCESS AS
WE EVALUATE YOUR ITEMS.

FREE
$15 GAs CARD

WITH EVERY SALE OF $200 OR MORE
ONE CARD PER CUSTOMER
EXPIRES 9/30/11

N EWS

LAYOFFS

continued from page 7

should have weighed in.”

Ms. Anderson encouraged the
council to consider asking resi-
dents to increase the amount of
parcel taxes they are paying.

Former councilman and
finance specialist Malcolm
Dudley told the Almanac that
he and a group of other residents
plan to survey the community to
see if, instead of layoffs, they’re
willing to pay more taxes, or to
launch an initiative to put the
question on the ballot, once they
see how the lawsuit turns out.

“Just to cast people offand turn
your backs is wrong to me. That’s
what motivates me. You just
don’t treat people that way,” he
said. “You have people that have
worked [for the city] for years,
single-parent families. This could
put them out on the street.”

Mr. Dudley rejected the idea
that the town is in a financial
crisis, and analyzed 12 years’
worth of budgets to support his
argument. (See his column in
today’s Viewpoint section, Page
15.) By his calculations, the
$856,000 budget deficit could
be solved through union con-
cessions, building department
revenues, and restoring rentals
of town properties such as the
pavilion.

“To me the motivation for
calling this a ‘crisis’ is clear.
They want to justify their action
as something that is forced
upon them because of circum-
stances. My feeling is that there
are two major reasons driving
this action. It reflects a strong
anti-union sentiment and a
strong preference for outsourc-
ing over in-house employment,”
Mr. Dudley said.

Mr. Danielson responded that
no matter what someone calls it,
the town spends more than it
takes in. Even by outsourcing the
positions now in jeopardy, city
management will still need to
seek concessions from both
union and non-union employees
going forward to be sustainable,
he said. “T don’t want to lay off
anyone in this town again.” B

E INFORMATION

The Atherton City Council will
meet Wednesday, July 20, to
consider an outsourcing contract
for public works, emergency
staffing of the building depart-
ment, and a resolution hiring a
temporary police chief at a sal-
ary of $14,500 per month. Town
staff is recommending that the
council award a contract for pub-
lic works maintenances services
to MCE Corp. for no more than
$599,000. The meeting starts

at 7 p.m. in the town council
chambers, 94 Ashfield Road in
Atherton.
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Teen Committee promotes
local civic engagement

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

en the late Bill Lane was

in town, as often as not

he could be found every

other Wednesday evening in the

Historic Schoolhouse attending to

the proceedings of the Portola Val-
ley Town Council.

Mr. Lane, the town’s first mayor
and its longtime advocate, was
preeminent on the importance of
exercising democratic practices
available to U.S. citizens, particu-
larly the citizens who live in Por-
tola Valley.

In the memory of Mr. Lane and
in honor of his wife Jean, the town’s
Teen Committee has reconceived
its civic mentorship program as
the Bill and Jean Lane Civic
Involvement Program. Under that
name, the program is expected to
get going in the fall, said commit-
tee chair Sharon Driscoll.

“This program ... would provide
an opportunity for local high
school teens to learn about the
town’s government, to experience
firsthand the vital work of the
town’s committees and the impor-
tance of citizen input,” a written
description of the program says.

Athletes pay their way

Portola Valley’s recreational field
maintenance costs dropped to
$153,000 for the budget year that
ended June 30, a 9 percent drop
from 2008-09 figures, according
to a staff report.

The change appears to reflect

m CALENDAR

Go to AimanacNews.com/calendar
for more calendar listings

The Bell Brothers The Bell Brothers perform
country music as part of the Summer Concert
Series 2011 on July 20, 6:30-8 p.m. Free. Fre-
mont Park, University and Santa Cruz Avenue,
Menlo Park. Call 650-330-2200. menlopark.org
Brian Andres and the Afro-Cuban
Cartel Brian Andres and the Afro-Cuban Cartel
perform dance-friendly music July 27, 6:30-8
p.m. Free. Fremont Park, University and Santa
Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park. Call 650-330-2200.
menlopark.org

Summer Pops Concert with Bella

m POLICE CALLS

H PORTOLA VALLEY

the Town Council’s 2009 decision
to significantly raise playing fees
for organized youth and adult
teams, the hope being to have
organized teams evenly splitting
with the town the costs of main-
taining two baseball and two soc-
cer fields.

Playing fee revenues of $80,920
covered 53 percent of the costs,
the report said.

Also reported over the same
period: irrigation water usage
dropped 9 percent, but costs are
up 14 percent.

Radio station for PV?

Its an idea: broadcasting in
Portola Valley, particularly in the
event of a major disaster such as
an earthquake, Town Council-
man Steve Toben said at the July
13 council meeting.

The Federal Communications
Commission in 2000 set rules to
apply for alow-power FM commu-
nity radio station, and there were
plenty of applicants, according to
Todd Urick of the low-power FM
advocacy group Common Fre-
quency, based in Davis.

But the National Association of
Broadcasters, alleging frequency
interference with established radio
stations, lobbied Congress for
legislation that has stalled the pro-
gram for years, Mr. Urick said.

A pending FCC rule would
reopen community opportunities,
he said. B

Sorella Featuring the “William Tell Overture,”
Haydn’s Symphony No. 82, and Bella Sorella,
a soprano duo. July 23, 8-10 p.m. $25.
Canada College Main Theatre, 4200 Farm Hill
Blvd., Woodside. Call 650-366-6872. www.
redwoodsymphony.org

Chef Yan Can Cook Presentation Chef
Meartin Yan discusses Asian cuisines and the
cultures that created them. July 23, 12:30 p.m.
Free. Atherton Library, 2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane,
Atherton. Call 650-328-2422.

‘Dad and Me’ With Puppet Art Theatre
This event (for dads, moms and other special
adults) features a puppet-show performance of
“The Boy Who Cried Wolf.” Presented in conjunc-
tion with the Fatherhood Collaborative of San
Mateo County. All ages. Aug. 1, 7-8 p.m. Free.
Atherton Library, 2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane,
Atherton. Call 650-328-2422. www.smcl.org

This information is from the Atherton and
Menlo Park police departments and the
San Mateo County Sheriff's Office. Under
the law, people charged with offenses are
considered innocent until convicted.
MENLO PARK

Burglary report: Loss estimated at
$10,000 in break-in and theft of copper wire,
Facebook Corp. at 312 and 314 Constitution
Drive, July 6.

Grand theft report: Loss estimated at
$4,980 in theft of patio furniture from side
yard, 1800 block of Santa Cruz Ave., July 11.
Fraud reports:

M Loss of $480 in check forgery, 1300 block
of Carlton Ave., July 7.

M Loss of $728 in unauthorized use of credit
card, main police station at 701 Laurel St.,
July 14.

Stolen vehicle report:

Tan 1997 Toyota Camry, 400 block of Bur-
gess Drive, July 8.

Indecent exposure report:

Juvenile flashing passing cars and people,
700 block of Menlo Ave., July 11.
PORTOLA VALLEY

Commercial burglary report: Damage
estimated at $2,500 in cut window screens
and pried off metal frame from window sill,
Corte Madera Middle School at 4575 Alpine
Road, July 11.

WEST MENLO PARK

Theft report: Purse containing pearl
necklace, ID card, credit cards, checks and
computer thumb drives, 200 block of Leland
Ave., July 8.

ATHERTON

Theft report: Jewelry missing after residen-
tial relocation, 200 block of Park Lane, July 9.

#9 Wo

Planning Your Kitchen
and Bath Remodel

For homeowners wanting to learn the
steps to achieve a successful remodel,
these interactive workshops, taught by
our award-winning designers,
promise to be informative and fun!

Upfront planning ensures your remodeling
project is not only a positive experience, but
a collaborative one, helping to transform your
ideas into the home you've always wanted.

m Get the answers you need about budgets,
design and space planning/guidelines,
cabinet and countertop choices, color
palettes, lighting, new trends and ideas for
flooring.

m Learn about accessible/timeless design,
what choices are available for a healthier
and greener home and how to integrate
them into your remodel now. Beautiful,
luxurious and functional —you can have it all.

m Get excited about your home remodel as
our designers take you through a journey of
ideas, photos, materials, and product options
available to transform your home today!

We never forget it’s your home.®

Wednesday, July 27th
Registration and light dinner 6:15 pm ®

Workshop 6:30 pm — 8:30 pm Harrell Hemndelinu

. . Design + Build
Harrell Remodeling Design Center . ES|g.n+ !
Harrell Remodeling Design Center

1954 Old Middlefield Way
Mountain View, CA 94043
(650) 230-2900
harrell-remodeling.com

Call us or go online to register today.

License: B479799
Our Design Center is 85% solar powered.

We will see you there!

S embarcadero media

Shop Local Online Sales Representative
(20-30 hrs per week)

Embarcadero Media is seeking a self-starter and motivated individual interested in helping build an innovative new
online program that helps local businesses market themselves to the local community. Our Shop Local websites,
powered by ShopCity.com, offer a unique and simple platform for business owners to promote their merchandise, make
special offers, announce special events, maintain customer lists and engage in social network marketing on Facebook
and Twitter.

The Shop Local Sales Representative is responsible for generating revenue by selling businesses subscriptions/
memberships on the Shop Palo Alto, Shop Menlo Park and Shop Mountain View websites and helping to increase
awareness about the program in the broader community.

Specific duties include:

* Heightening awareness of the Shop Local program through distribution of marketing materials to local
businesses

* Directly selling Shop Local packages by phone and in-person to businesses within the local community, with
an emphasis on locally-owned establishments

* Increasing the use of the site by assisting businesses in setting up profiles, posting offers and understanding
the features of the site

* Assist in the marketing of the site through attendance at business and community events
* Coordinate sales efforts and work with Embarcadero Media sales team as a resource person on the Shop
Local program
The Shop Local Sales Representative is supervised by the Multimedia Product Manager.

Compensation is an hourly rate plus commissions for all sales. Schedule is flexible, but the target number of hours per
week is 25 (five hours per day.)

This position is currently considered temporary, exempt and non-benefited, but may evolve into a permanent position
as the program develops.

To apply, submit a letter describing why this position is a good fit for your background and experience and a resume to
Rachel Hatch, Multimedia Product Manager at rhatch@embarcaderopublishing.com
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Rescue plan for ‘Granny’ sounds solid

he future of “Granny,” the centuries-old heritage oak tree

that was threatened by crews installing a new Hetch Het-

chy waterline, is now back in the hands of residents who
mounted an 11th hour attack to get San Francisco water agency
officials to save the tree.

But there is a catch, and it remains to be seen if neighbors will
accept the deal offered by the San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission. The commission owns the right-of-way under
Granny and is running the
$4.6 billion project to upgrade
the huge pipelines that bring
water from the Hetch Hetchy
reservoir at Yosemite to mil-
lions of Bay Area homes.

In a meeting with tree supporters and neighbors who live
adjacent to the right-of-way where Granny has grown for hun-
dreds of years, the commission generously said it would con-
sider placing the pipeline in a tunnel far enough under the tree
to escape the roots, which it fears could damage a line running
at a shallower depth.

But before the commission will authorize what it said was an
additional $300,000 worth of work, neighbors must agree to form a
501c3 nonprofit agency to care for the tree.

“By creating an openly accessible area, we create a public benefit
whereby anyone can enjoy the tree and space,” said commission
spokesman Tyrone Jue. He added that the $300,000 “would be a
gift of public funds to spend money on this tree to benefit the indi-
vidual homeowner and adjacent neighbors.”

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

According to Mr. Jue, the nonprofit would assume all liability for
the tree and would have to allow public access, a stipulation that
neighbors attending the meeting said might not fly.

“There’s going to be pushback on this,” said coalition member
Ron van Thiel. “Definitely pushback.”

A subsequent meeting was scheduled for July 13, but was post-
poned until this week due to scheduling problems.

Mary Ann Mullen, who also is a strong advocate for saving the
tree, was unhappy that the commission was not interested in con-
sidering a proposal from the group’s own arborist. That plan would
involve digging a modified trench instead of a tunnel under the tree.

“The bottom line is that they just don’t want to do this
option,” she said.

Mr. Jue told the Almanac that the commission ruled out the
modified trench after deciding that it does not leave enough
space between the tree roots and the pipe, which increases the
risk of pipeline failure. The commission was also concerned
that the beams needed to buttress the trench would endanger
the tree’s health and stability.

Unfortunately for the neighbors, they are not in charge of this
massive, multi-billion dollar project. So while they may not
like the exact solution offered by the commission, we hope they
understand that creating a 501c3 nonprofit seems like a small
price to pay for saving a tree that clearly was in the project right-
of-way and could have been taken down in a minute.

In our opinion, this is a deal the neighbors should not refuse, if
they want to save Granny and give her the space to live for many,
many more years.

LETTERS

Our readers write

A good stimulus on
emergency response

Editor:

I am grateful to the Almanac
for its thorough coverage of recent
emergency preparedness activities
in Portola Valley.

The news articles and opinion
editorial in the July 13 edition pro-
vide an excellent stimulus for resi-
dents living in the Woodside Fire
Protection District to think anew
about our emergency response
capabilities.

The Almanac may have been a
bit gentle with us. The fragile safety
net we have in place consists of an
all-volunteer nonprofit organiza-
tion, an independent fire district,
large pockets of unincorporated
county, two municipalities, and law
enforcement from the San Mateo
County Sheriff’s Department. This
makes our situation very different
from a city such as Menlo Park,
where the structure of public servic-

the right was the sales office.

Our Regional Heritage

In 1949 the Peninsula Housing Association began the development of Ladera as a cooperative
community. Here the first structures rise on the corner of Aliso Way and La Cuesta Drive. The building on

Photo courtesy of Portola Valley Archives

es makes a streamlined emergency

response to disaster more likely. be well coordinated and effective.

Cargill site a bad
place for housing

Seaport Boulevard is lined with

There has not been much con-
versation in recent years among
the agencies west of Interstate
280 to ensure that our disparate
resources are efficiently deployed
and that emergency response will
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Your commentary this past week

provides a valuable reminder of the
work we have to do.

Steve Toben

Member, Portola Valley

Town Council

Editor:

As someone who used to work
at Pacific Shores, I can tell you that
the Cargill site is a bad place to put
homes, schools and seniors.

giant piles of metal and cement
that are loaded on ships at the Port
of Redwood City. All this activity
generates dust and noise that would

See LETTERS, next page
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impact the people in the housing
that Cargill wants to build. Many
Pacific Shores workers complain
when our parked cars are coated
with dust from the industrial activ-
ity next door.

Safetyisalsoamajor concern—as
some of these companies have had
major fires, with big plumes of toxic
smoke. There have been at least two
incidents (Sims in 2007 and Granite
Rock a few months ago) in just the

past five years alone.
Silicon Valley needs to be able
to ship materials — we need

metal recycling, cement and other
building materials. Without those
industries we would have a hard
time building our cities.

Currently these port industries
are far from housing. If housing is
built next door, then those people
will be exposed to that dust and
other hazards and then they will
be demanding to close down the
industries. Just look to Cupertino,
where residents who live next to a
100-year old cement plant are try-
ing to shut it down. This problem is
avoidable: Don't put housing next
to heavy industry.

Matt Sweeney
Los Altos

‘Granny’ lovers should save
some of her offspring

Editor:

I humbly suggest that those who
love Granny, the Valley Oak in
North Fair Oaks, search the area
for her children and protect them,
by staking and caging these young
trees.

Perhaps both the San Francisco
Public Utilities Commission and

By Malcolm Dudley

few weeks ago in these pages, I urged
the Atherton City Council to survey the
mmunity before firing all of our build-
ing and public works department personnel.
Many of these employees have worked dili-
gently and loyally for many years. It is wrong to
disrespect all that they have done for us. They
care deeply about the town and all of the people
they serve. The town is well served when its
employees feel they are appreciated.
Good morale is very important, both for our
employees and residents. It is not a good sign
when so many of our senior staff

Hard to find a financial crisis in Atherton

1.28 percent ($543,465) between 2007-08 and
2010-11. Clearly these figures do not indicate
any serious budget issues, either from the
standpoint of revenues or expenditures.
Going even further back in the finances, and
looking at each town department individually,
you find that the largest percentage increase is
in the city attorney’s department, where expen-
ditures increased at an average annual rate of
7.13 percent between 1999-00 and 2010-11,
reflecting the level of town litigation. Increases
in other departments were: administration,
4.64 percent; finance, 4.52 percent; police, 3.3
percent; public works, 4.27 percent; and

people have recently left the town,
including the police chief, city man-
ager, assistant city manager, public
works director, two building offi-
cials, and so on. I hear from many
other Atherton residents who share
this concern.

The firings seem to be motivated
by the belief that Atherton faces
severe financial difficulties. I have

building, 6.5 percent.

The building department should be
funded through user fees, which should
be set at a level that will fully fund this
department’s activities. Unfortunately
current fees have not covered all of the
department’s expenditures. During the
past three years the budgeted revenues
totaled $521,077 less than department
expenditures. This number will be

thoroughly researched our town
finances covering the past several years. In
spite of declining real estate values nationally,
Atherton’s secured property tax revenues have
continued to increase each year since 2004-05,
increasing $557,677 between 2007-08 and 2010-
11, a 3.18 percent annual rate. So revenue is not
a problem.

Looking at operating costs, Atherton’s
expenditures have increased at a very modest

reduced as 2010-11 building depart-
ment revenues will likely be approximately
$1,400,000 vs. a budgeted figure of $1,005,637.
The town does receive substantial revenues
from Holbrook-Palmer Park, an average of
$242,319 during the period 2002-03 through
2010-11. The town collects $4,500 (for groups of
101 to 200) per event, when the rental includes
both the Main House and the Pavilion. There
is a supervisory cost of $20 per hour during the

entire event, but the revenues are significantly
greater.

Primarily because of the uncertainty con-
cerning the location of a new library, with the
possibility that it could be placed in the location
of the Main House in Holbrook Palmer Park,
the town has discontinued taking any new
rental reservations. Therefore, the town will
receive less rental income and the community
will lose access to these facilities.

In addition to the financial considerations
involved, there is the issue of fulfilling the
wishes of Rita Corbett Evans, a very generous
donor whose bequest was to fund an art center
at the park. The town accepted her gift, which
stipulated thatan art center remain at the park.
The original center has been rented out as a
playschool. Subsequently the town provided an
art center in the basement of the Main House.
The town accepted her gift, and has a respon-
sibility to honor her wishes. I would hope that
the town keep the new library at its present
location, retaining the park’s Main House for
community activities, the art center and as a
source of future rental income.

Considering the overall financial health of
Atherton, T hope the town will not fire all of the
town’s building department and public works
department personnel. There are better ways
to balance budgets. And I hope the town will
not demolish the wonderful old Main House
in Holbrook-Palmer Park.

Malcolm Dudley is a
former Atherton councilman.

the neighbors would allow some
of Granny’s children to survive.
Granny has become an isolated
relic of a once vast oak woodland
community.

I suggest that Granny is being
viewed as a sculpture, not as a
mother tree whose role is to produce
more Valley Oaks. Too often young
seedlings are mowed, sprayed or
dugup because people think they’re

not growing in the “right” place
or people don’t even know they’re
destroying a baby oak.

There are heritage tree ordi-
nances, butlittle is done to encour-
age planting new Valley Oaks.
Thus we have mostly lost the next
generation of oaks. Consider that
finding and protecting Granny’s
children would do more to help
reestablish the oak woodland

community than would spending
hundreds of thousands of dollars
on a questionable attempt to save
one very beautiful specimen oak.
If some money is to be spent why
not hire Acterra to grow Granny’s
acorns along with acorns from
Valley Oaks nearby and plant
them, where appropriate, along
the aqueduct corridor or in the
neighborhood. Acorns can be har-

vested starting in mid-September.
Growing a new forest would be a
fun and kind act ensuring future
generations the opportunity to
enjoy future “Grannies.”

Acterra’s native plant nursery
currently has nice Valley Oaks
ready for planting, so please consid-
er contacting this helpful nonprofit
group.

Chris Romano Woodside

By Rep. Anna G. Eshoo

n Aug,. 2 the Treasury will no longer
be able to pay our nation’s obliga-
tions. Every responsible economist

will tell you the same thing: If we fail to raise
the debt ceiling, the result will be

Rising above the debt ceiling debate

of the full faith and credit of the United
States would have substantial effects on the
domestic financial markets and the value of
the dollar in exchange markets. The Nation
can ill afford to allow such a result.”

Raising the debt ceiling is about

economic catastrophe.

Here are some facts.

Without immediate action to
raise the debt ceiling, the gov-
ernment will be forced to delay
payments on federal obligations
we already owe. It means failing
to pay our troops, delaying Social
Security checks, and issuing IOUs

OPIN

making good on our past obliga-
tions, paying the expenses we've
already incurred. It’s why Congress
adjusted the debt ceiling 17 times
under President Reagan; four times
under President George HW. Bush;
eight times under President Clinton;
seven times under President George
W. Bush; and three times under
President Obama.

instead of Medicare payments
to hospitals and doctors. Default
would impact 70 million Americans, and it
would send a signal to the world that the U.S.
Treasury bond is no longer the world’s most
reliable investment, endangering the savings
of every American.

President Ronald Reagan put it best in
1983: “The full consequences of a default —
or even the serious prospect of default— by
the United States are impossible to predict
and awesome to contemplate. Denigration

Coupled with the debt ceiling is
addressing the nation’s debt and deficit,
which each of us is justifiably concerned
about. They weigh heavily on our collective
well-being, and ifleft unaddressed, will dim
the promise of America for us and for future
generations. ’'m committed to a balanced,
bipartisan approach to deficit reduction. It
should be fair to the middle class and retir-
ees, and it should spur economic growth. It
must cut unsustainable spending and close

corporate loopholes, end subsidies and pro-
duce some revenue.

So, how did we get here?

Over the past decade, Congress passed
two rounds of Bush tax cuts costing $1
trillion, and we’re waging wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan that have already cost $2 tril-
lion. All were deficit-financed, i.e., charged
to the national credit card. When I first
came to Congress in 1993, we passed the
Deficit Reduction Act. The plan eliminated
the deficit and paved the way for a decade of
surpluses and economic prosperity, cutting
spending and raising revenue. We balanced
our books then, and we can do it again.

So, what should we do?

I recently surveyed my constituents about
how best to cut spending. Their answers
were more insightful than a lot of what I
hear politicians saying. Here’s what they
suggested:

B Close tax loopholes and eliminate
subsidies: We need to close loopholes that
encourage companies to ship jobs overseas
and eliminate subsidies for agriculture and
oil companies.

B Military spending: According to a
report by the Government Accountability
Office, the Department of Defense spends
$249 billion on programs that are wasteful

and inefficient every year.

B Bush tax cuts: Borrowing trillions
of dollars to pay for a tax cut for the top 2
percent of Americans has never made sense
to me. They have proven to cost us mightily
and have not fulfilled the original purpose
of creating jobs.

Medicare has serious problems and it’s
essential to “bend the curve” of spending.
But finding cost savings in the system is
different from dismantling the guarantee
of healthcare coverage for 80,000 seniors in
my district. Social Security’s trust fund can
be extended and strengthened as it has been
many times in the past. But putting these
programs on the chopping block to appease
those obstructing a debt ceiling extension
is unacceptable. Reform them, and save
money.

Ensuring that our country pays its
bills isn’t a gift to President Obama or an
endorsement of his agenda. It’s a nonparti-
san, patriotic responsibility shared by every-
one in Congress. My hope is that in the days
ahead, the needs of our country will prevail
over parties and ideology.

I refuse to accept that my America will be
a deadbeat nation.

Anna G. Eshoo represents
the 14th District in Congress.
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Now offering Ulthera

The only FDA-approved
ultrasound device for skin
tightening and lifting

Premier Plastic Surgery
1795 El Camino Real, Suite 200

Palo Alto, CA 94306

PremierPlasticSurgery.com

Join us for our open house to learn more.

Thursday, July 21
5:30-7:30
Call for details. 650.321.7100
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