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MENLO PARK MENLO PARK
Charming updated two bedroom house. Move in or build new.  Updated home in the desirable area of the Willows in Menlo
Hardwood floors, wood burning fireplace, limestone tile, walk  Park.This 3bd/2ba home isin move in condition. Large backyard
in closets. Beautifully landscaped with lighting, rose gardens,  with built in barbeque, decks and mature trees throughout.
and a covered porch. Las Lomitas schools. Menlo Park schools and close proximity to commuter routes.

$889,000 $1,550,000

ATHERTON

Prestigious 6bd/6ba home built in
2008 by Mike Brown. Blending Old
World craftsmanship with absolute
contemporary comfort, the home is
sumptuously appointed with plaster-
finish and Venetian plaster walls, fine
walnut hardwood floors, and varying
ceiling details that combine awe-
inspiring beauty. A pool, spa, separate
1bd/1ba guest house.

$9,995,000

LUXURY
PORT OLIO

INTERNATIONAL"

MENLO PARK | 1550 El Camino Real, Suite 100 650.462.1111

WOODSIDE | 2930 Woodside Road 650.529.1111
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UPFRONT

Keith steps into spotlight
as Menlo Park mayor

B Rich Cline reflects on two years in office.

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

he Dec. 6 council meet-
Ting sparked no debate

about who would succeed
Rich Cline. Nominated by Kelly
Fergusson, Kirsten Keith found
herself facing zero opposition
for taking over as mayor. Col-
league Peter Ohtaki then likewise
breezed into the vice mayor’s slot
after Mr. Cline offered him up
for consideration.

Ms. Keith and Mr. Ohtaki,
as the newest members of the
council, were first in line for
those positions since the coun-
cil’s non-binding policy states
that those who have yet to hold
the offices take priority.

State Sen. Joe Simitian
applauded the outgoing
mayor: ‘Anyone who has
spent two years working

on high-speed rail at
the local level deserves

a lifetime achievement

award’

Mayor Keith thanked every-
one from her extended family
watching in the audience to city
staff to Menlo Park’s residents
before Vice Mayor Ohtaki gave
his own brief thanks. The coun-
cil moved on to recognizing Mr.
Cline’s two years of service as
mayor, presenting him with a
proclamation that recognized
his dedication to transparent
government and fiscal respon-
sibility, and his “quirky sense of
humor.”

Those applauding Mr. Cline
included State Sen. Joe Simitian,
D-Palo Alto, as well as represen-

New mayor Kirsten Keith and
outgoing mayor Rich Cline.

tatives for Assemblymen Jerry
Hill, D-San Mateo, and Rich
Gordon, D-Menlo Park.

“Anyone who has spent two
years working on high-speed
rail at the local level deserves a
lifetime achievement award,”
Sen. Simitian quipped.

Mr. Cline compared living
in Menlo Park to winning the
lottery, saying he was honored
to have served as mayor. He
thanked staff for “making me
and the council look smarter,”
and commented that the city
was going to keep moving
forward under the new leader-
ship.

He took a few moments to
reflect on how it felt to finally
lay the gavel down, telling the
Almanac that he’d had two pri-
mary goals for his second term:
shorter meetings as well as try-
ing “to get the city more about
getting projects completed and
less about meeting to discuss it,”
and squashing political sniping
at meetings so that everyone felt
free to air their opinions in a
responsible, mature manner.

“You can really control the
tenor as mayor — even in a
rotational city council,” Mr.
Cline reflected. “I think we did
cut meetings down dramatically
and we have a pretty good list
of accomplishments with a few
more big ones to come.”

He praised his successor.
“Kirsten is great and she will do
a wonderful job as mayor. She
will render me obsolete by
Wednesday of next week.” &
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SALE DATES: Dec. 14, 15, 16, 17

Fresh Produce

www.robertsmarket.co

CALIFORNIA
LARGE NAVEL ORANGES
BEST FOR MASHING ¢

LARGE
RUSSET POTATOES 5 Ib

FUJI APPLES

Meat And Seafood
BONE-IN

PORK LOIN CHOPS 539_ﬁ

ORGANIC SALMON SI 69_ﬁ
FRESH LOCAL CRABS 569_ﬁ

NEW YORK

STRIP STEAKS

On Sale Grocery
MONTEREY PASTA RAVIOLI soz

MARIO BATALI

CHERRY TOMATO
MARINARA 2 0z

CLOROX
$54_9 LIQUID BLEACH 96 oz.

$929
$129

JONES ALL NATURAL ~ ¢ y 79 NEWMAN-0'S
MAPLE SAUSAGES 702 @ ]2 CREME COOKIES s.:

Deli Department
HOLIDAY MENU Order online at www.RobertsMarket.com

Main Entrée Prime Rib

Free Range Diestel Ranch Turkeys Whole (serves approx. 16-20 people) $190
Small 10-12 Ib. (serves 8 to 10 people) ¢$50 Half (serves approx. 10-12 people) ' $100
Large 16-18 Ib.(serves 14 to 16 people) $60 Boneless prime rib roast cooked to medium rare

Spil’(ll Sliced Ham Baked with honey mustard glaze
Serves 8-10 people $65

These Diestel turkeys are pre-roasted and will need
approximately 2 hours to re-heat at 300° in your oven
Sides

Traditional Stuffing S11.00 gt. $5.75 pt.

Mushrooms, onions, celery, water chestnuts, and sage

Cornbread Stuffing S11.00 qt. $5.75 pt.

Dried cranberries, apricots, and green onion

Mashed Potatoes S11.00 qt. $5.75 pt.

Fresh potatoes whipped with cream and butter

Green Bean Almandine  S11.75 qt.  $6.00 pt.

Sautéed shallots, butter, and almonds

Potato Au Gratin  Serves 12-14 $30 per tray

Baked with cheese, garlic, and cream

Fresh Cranberry Sauce ~ $9.00 qt. $4.75 pt.

Whole cranberries slow cooked with a hint of orange

Beef Au Jus $12.25 qt. $6.25 pt. Good Earth Bakery 8" Pumpkin Pie $12.39 ea.
Made with pan juices, red wine, and beef stock 8” pie serves 8 people

Porcini Mushroom Gravy $12.25 qt. $6.25 pt. GIANNA'S BAKERY

Rich and creamy made with turkey drippings Apple, Cherry, 4 Berry, Sweet Peach Pies $15.99 ea.
Onion Sage Gravy S12.25 qt. $6.25 pt.  8pie serves 8 people

With red wine, caramelized onions, and sage 9” Pecan Pie

Wine and S P irits 2010 Three Pears Pinot Grigio, California

Pat'ty Wines 4 you entertaining during the holidays, Re 9.99 Sale
but don’t want to blow your budget? Here are a few fun and delicious R $ 7 9 9

values that will allow you to live-it-up and stay on budget.

$17.79 ea.

2010 Dreyer Sonoma Chardonnay, Sonoma County
2010 Jacques Pelvas Brut Rosé, France Reg. $10.99......ccocevvevvunnene Sale $8 99

Reg. $10.99......oovvovvveeeecin, Sale $8.99 2010 Louis Jadot Beaujolais —Villages
Reg. $10.99......rvvvvveeeerr. Sale $8.99

Reg: $12.99..rrrrre Sale $10.99 2009La Bastide St. Dominique Gotes du Rbone

Reg. $13.99......ovvvvvvvrrrnnnns Sale $11.99

2010 Fantinel Rosé, Vino Spumante
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primary
care with
a personal

touch

1300 Crane Street 321 Middlefield Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025 Menlo Park, CA 94025
650.498.6500 650.498.6500

MEDICAL CLINIC

Affiliated with
Stanford Hospital & Clinics
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Currently Accepting New Patients
Make an appointment today: 650.498.6500

EXCEPTIONAL CARE FOR YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY
Delivering exceptional care is what we do at Menlo Medical
Clinic. We're a closely knit team of more than 50 physicians
working together to meet all of your family’s medical needs,
from pediatrics to geriatrics. We provide our patients with
the highest degree of coordinated, quality care, including
laboratory and radiology resources, all under one roof.

« Allergy « General Surgery

 Audiology « Internal Medicine/Primary Care
« Cardiology  Obstetrics & Gynecology

« Dermatology « Ophthalmology

« Ear, Nose and Throat « Orthopedics

« Endocrinology « Pediatrics

 Family Medicine  Podiatry

» Gastroenterology « Rheumatology

We're proud to say that we've been part of the Menlo Park
community for more than 60 years and now have two
neighborhood clinics to better serve you. Call for your
appointment today.
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Where innovation
is abundant

SRI International sees unprecedented
opportunities, says CEO Curtis Carlson

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

exclusive province of human-

ity. Bacteria, for example, in
partnership with trees and other
green plants, can claim a major
innovation: photosynthesis. It’s
an old one, but it’s a good one.
The plants, with the aid of sun-
shine, release life-giving oxygen
by absorbing the carbon dioxide
that oxygen-dependent creatures
like us exhale.

Today, CO2 levels in the atmo-
sphere are rising faster than
plants can absorb it, thanks to
the release of long-buried CO2
through the burning of fossil
fuels. The result: a greenhouse
effect and unwelcome long-term
changes to the planet’s climate.
An innovation that removes
more carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere would be nice right
about now.

SRI International, a nonprofit
innovation powerhouse located
in Menlo Park, has not invented
such a device but it is testing
one. While the device is not

I nnovation never has been the

elegant in the manner of a red-
wood tree or a rain forest, SRI’s
backyard is home to a tree-sized
rectangular metallic object that
quietly absorbs CO2 from the
air. It operates on waste heat and
does not generate CO2 in the
process, traditionally a stubborn
problem in green technology.

The manufacturer, Global
Thermostat Corp., is an East
Coast startup in a partnership
with SRI since October 2010.
SRI, founded by Stanford Uni-
versity and celebrating its 65th
year, is running the initial test
of a device that efficiently cuts
CO2 concentrations while pro-
ducing salable quantities of the

as.

“It’s a world of abundance,”
Curtis R. Carlson, the president
and chief executive at SRI, says
in a recent interview at company
headquarters on Ravenswood
Avenue. “I have never seen so
many opportunities. Every field
is wide open.”

SRI is practiced in opportu-
nity exploitation and its website
shows a long list of innovations.

Burnetts say they didn’t
provide alcohol at party

B They say they patrolled party, but police say

that’s not good enough.

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

illiam and Cynthia
Burnett said in an
NBC “Today Show”

interview Nov. 8 that they did
not provide alcohol during a
high school post-football-game
party at their Menlo Park home
on Friday night, Nov. 25, when
Mr. Burnett, 54, was arrested on
suspicion of contributing to the
delinquency of minors.

They also told NBC’s Matt
Lauer that they did not see
any alcohol in their patrols of
the downstairs, where teenag-
ers were celebrating a Menlo-
Atherton High School football
victory.

There were chips, there was

soda. There were homemade
chocolate chip cookies, and
homemade brownies were on
the way before police arrived
and broke things up, Mr. Bur-
nett said.

The couple made the news
after Menlo Park police broke
up the party in the 1200 block of
Woodland Avenue and arrested
Mr. Burnett, a Stanford Uni-
versity assistant professor in
mechanical engineering and the
executive director of the univer-
sity’s Institute of Design.

Police acted after receiving
an anonymous phone call com-
plaining that underage drinking
might be going on at the party.

See BURNETT, page 8
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“The world really is changing fast,” says Curtis R. Carlon, CEO of SRl International.

A few of them: the computer
mouse, artificial muscles, GPS
signal calibration, minimally
invasive surgery using tools
controlled by surgeons not in
the room, and robots that use
static electricity to climb walls.

The company employs 1,300
people in Menlo Park and has
facilities in Japan, the United
Arab Emirates, throughout the

United States, and in Arecibo,
Puerto Rico, where SRI operates
the radio-telescope observa-
tory.

SRT’s clients include corpora-
tions large and small, for-profit
and nonprofit, national and
international, as well as gov-
ernment agencies at all levels
here and abroad. But its focus
is in the United States, once

supreme in scientific and tech-
nical research and development,
but now engaged with eager and
capable rivals.

“The world really is changing
fast, both in terms of competi-
tion and in terms of technology,”
Mr. Carlson says. “You have to
keep raising your standards.”

See SR, page 6

Hotel financing holds up Bohannon project

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

hen the Menlo Park
Planning Commis-
sion sat down for its

annual review of the Bohannon
Menlo Gateway project Dec.
5, there were no surprises, but
maybe some disappointment
from those tracking the devel-
opment.

In 2010, the City Council and
voters approved the 941,000-
square-foot office-hotel com-
plex, which would be built on
two properties: 100 to 190 Inde-
pendence Drive and 101 to 155
Constitution Drive.

Under the terms of the devel-
opment agreement signed with
the city, most of the hotel space
must be built before anyone can
lease office space.

Developer David Bohannon
told the commission in a letter
that tenants are interested in
the office space. “Unfortunately

Facebook may have to
wait awhile for the new
hotel to be built.

we have had to advise them
that because the office compo-
nent cannot proceed without
the hotel, and the timing of
the hotel component remains
problematic, we are not able to
proceed with the office at this
time,” he said.

While Marriott International
remains excited about open-
ing a hotel on the site, he said,
financing construction during
this recession remains “a very
challenging prospect.”

Meanwhile, Facebook hopes
the hotel happens sooner rather
than later. An economic study
commissioned by the social
networking giant predicted
that the company will need at

December 14, 2011

least 14,000 hotel room nights
per year to accommodate visi-
tors, generating $1.95 million a
year in Menlo Park, including
$300,000 in annual transient
occupancy tax revenues for the
city.

Those figures may be on
the low side since the analy-
sis didn’t include vendors and
potential advertisers who travel
to Facebook headquarters. If
Menlo Park can’t accommodate
Facebook’s guests, that revenue
shifts to other cities.

Planning Commission chair
Vince Bressler appeared to ques-
tion Mr. Bohannon’s willingness
to build the hotel. “We’re talk-
ing about being right next door
to Facebook headquarters,” he
commented during the review.
“That seems like a place you
could build a hotel.”

Mr. Bohannon responded that

See BOHANNON, page 6
The Almanac m 5
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SRI chief executive:
‘I have never seen so
many opportunities’

SRI

continued from page 5

Better schools

To sharpen the competitive
edge in the U.S., start with the
schools, Mr. Carlson says, citing
as one example SRI’s program
at Girls Middle School, a private
nonsectarian school in Palo
Alto.

SRI has run a two-day boot
camp, where teams of girls write
business plans and pitch their
ideas to real venture capital-
ists, Mr. Carlson says. Mentors,
including himself, help them
along. A team starts with $100
and, if successful, repays it with
interest, donates 20 percent of
the profits to charity and splits
the rest among the team, Deb
Hoff, the head of the school, said
by telephone.

The ventures tend toward
products that seventh-grade
girls would buy — jewelry and
purses, picture frames and cork
boards — but one team wrote a
book on middle school that was
published, Ms. Hoff says.

“When you interview these
young women at the end of it,
they’re just terrific,” Mr. Carl-
son says. “They discover the joy
of working and solving puzzles.
... I could have cried.”

Mr. Carlson says he remem-

Whether you are in need of the
basic essentials, the more esoteric,
a dog bath or a gift for a pet lover
come to Bow Wow Meow

for all your needs.

BOW WOW

Bowls & Beds ® Beauty & Health

Pet Specialities and Pet Grooming
654 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park 650-323-2845
www.bowwowmeow.net

*Excludes food, Advantage, and Frontline - Instock items only. One time use only.
Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/24

‘The world really
is changing fast.
... You have to keep
raising your standards.’

SRI CEO CurTis R. CARLSON

bered one girl who kept return-
ing to the phrase, “I don’t know
if you noticed,” as in, “I don’t
know if you noticed, but this
was a lot of work, and a lot of
fun.”

That combination — learning
to work hard and learning that
it can be fun — is at the heart
of the change to the education
system that Mr. Carlson sees as
vital.

Not appreciating the joy of
hard work is a common barrier,
typically confronted for the first
time in college, and the sooner
surmounted the better, he says.

In looking at innovative teach-
ing methods, SRI worked with
teachers and thousands of Texas
and Florida students. One find-
ing: kids don’t learn math effec-
tively from traditional teaching
methods unless the teacher is
extraordinary, Mr. Carlson says.

One answer that SRI is work-
ing on, Mr. Carlson says, is
software, refined by extensive

me=0-w

HOLIDAY SALE
O%OFF *

Treats & Toys ® Pet Fashion

Training ® Travel & Totes
People Products
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At St. Patrick’s Seminary

Julie Cronin, holding her daughter Caroline, listens to a sermon at the recent Christmas tree lighting
ceremony at St. Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park. Her son, Will, is at left.

Almanac photo by Michelle Le

trial and error, to enable aver-
age teachers to achieve the test
results of extraordinary teach-
ers.

Keeping up

The United States is one
among many participants in a
fiercely competitive global inno-
vation economy, an economy in
which green technology figures
prominently. The arguments
are more or less settled as to the
threat to life as we know it from
climate change. Does SRI see
this as a high priority, and green
technology as an important
opportunity?

Scientists certainly contribute
to the effort, but SRI has other
projects going, Mr. Carlson
says. “People here are pretty
consumed with what they’re
doing.”

Climate change problems “are
really hard problems,” he added.
“We really don’t have the tech-
nology we need at this point.”
Natural gas, which emits lower
amounts of CO2 than coal and
oil, is becoming popular, he
says, and represents a window of

20 to 50 years to develop green
alternatives.

As for green technology, the
United States is not out in front,
but it doesn’t have to be that way,
he says. “Five companies are
leaving California every week
because they can’t do business
here because it’s too expensive.”
His recommendations: a sim-
pler tax code and “more effec-
tive” regulations.

“We have a lot of work to do
to get California and the United
States in Dbetter balance,” he
added. “We’re not competitive.
We need to change that.”

The challenges are constantly
evolving. Medicine today, for
example, is based on physiology,
chemistry and physics, but the
focus will change to informa-
tion technology and genetics, he
says.

For example, any drug has a
potential to be toxic, but with
a patient’s genome available,
an analysis might predict prob-
lems, Mr. Carlson says. Which
gets to the relevance of comput-
erized assistance for doctors,
which will be essential, he says,

because the problems will be so
much more complex.

Mr. Carlson played the violin
professionally at age 15 and still
plays. Asked about its impor-
tance, he replies that it’s tough
learning a Beethoven quartet
or a Brahms sextet. Learning
to do so became a metaphor for
the rewards of work. “It was the
major influence in my life,” he
says.

“The rewards are propor-
tional to the effort you put in,”
a touchstone, he says. “Once you
learn (this lesson), you know, it’s
hard to go back.”

Among SRT’s fields of inquiry
are pharmaceuticals, anti-ter-
rorism, robotics and material
science, each of which presents
at least the potential for mis-
use. Is ethics a factor in who
the company agrees to work
for?

“If we discover any ethical
lapses, we won’t work with
them,” Mr. Carlson says. “People
with questionable ethics are a
disaster to work with. You can’t
be successful with people you
can’t trust.” @

BOHANNON

continued from page 5

the current economy simply
doesn’t support constructing a
new hotel outside Washington,
D.C., or New York City, even
though existing facilities are
doing well.

“Were just not there yet,”
he said. “At the same time, I

don’t want to leave you with the
impression that we’re not trying
to bring investors to the hotel.”
Asked to elaborate on his
dealings with Facebook, the
developer said he’s had several
meetings with their real estate
staff, who introduced him to an
architect from New York City
who could design the hotel.
“They clearly understand that
their business will benefit from

having the hotel there, no ques-
tion about it,” Mr. Bohannon
said. “I don’t think it’s enough to
persuade, at least so far it hasn’t
been enough, to persuade inves-
tors.” And so far Facebook hasn’t
offered to help with financing.
In the end, the commission
voted 7-0 that the developer was
upholding his end of the agree-
ment by making a good faith
effort to move the site forward. B
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Fire district disputes Facebook EIR

B Traffic is not the only impact on Menlo Park.

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

essons learned from the
Ldraft environmental

impact report for Face-
book’s upcoming campus devel-
opment: (1) 9,400 employees can
make a lot of traffic. (2) A lot of
traffic makes a lot of noise. (3)
Traffic’s not the only problem,
at least according to the Menlo
Park Fire Protection District.

The report suggests that traf-
fic is the main challenge facing
the city if Facebook proceeds
as planned on its two Menlo
Park campuses — the main
headquarters on the former
Sun/Oracle site at 1601Willow
Road, now known as 1 Hacker
Way, and the east campus
across the street on Constitu-
tion Drive — and that other
aspects of the project present
“less than significant” impacts
to entities such as the fire dis-
trict.

The actual significance of
those “less than significant”
impacts depends on whom you
ask, though. The fire district
begs to differ, according to
Chief Harold Schapelhouman,
who said the district had hired
an attorney to review the report
and draft comments to the city.

The Almanac asked the city
for a copy of those comments,
and got the following brain
twister of an email from City
Attorney Bill McClure:

“There is no public record of
fire district comments — there
were a couple of memos from the
District’s outside counsel to me
as the City Attorney providing
comment on the administrative
draft EIR and the administra-
tive draft of the Fiscal Impact
Analysis — neither of which
are public documents since
they relate to non-public draft
documents and simply sum-
marize comments/feedback on
information provided by the
District in preparing the DEIR
and DFIA. Their comments
will be reflected in the docu-
ments when the documents are
released and made public. If
inter-agency comments/memos
on administrative draft docu-
ments were public documents,
that would discourage seeking
input and comments on non
public documents from other
agencies — therefore the need
to maintain confidentiality
with respect to such documents
— used to correct erroneous
information, etc. None of the
drafts are public documents,
nor are the internal or inter or
intra agency memos on such
draft documents — and none
of those documents are main-

How to express your views

The draft environmental impact report and fiscal impact report are avail-
able for viewing at the Community Development Department, 701 Laurel St.
in Menlo Park, from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday (the office is closed on alternate Fridays).

Go to tinyurl.com/Facebook-145 to see the project documents online.

The review period runs until Monday, Jan. 23. Written comments should
be submitted to the Community Development Department no later than

5:30 p.m. on Jan. 23.

Upcoming meetings on draft environmental impact report:
M Dec. 14: Transportation Commission, 7 p.m., council chambers at the

Civic Center at 701 Laurel St.

W Jan. 4: Housing Commission, 5:30 p.m., city hall conference room at

the Civic Center at 701 Laurel St.

M Environmental Quality Commission, 6:30 p.m., Arrillaga Family Recre-
ation Center, Cypress Room at the Civic Center at 701 Laurel St.

tained in the ordinary course
of business. To the extent any
comments are not incorporated
into the draft documents, or to
the extent the district does not
agree with the conclusions or
information contained in the
DEIR or the (draft fiscal impact
analysis), I am confident the
District will raise those issues/
concerns as part of the public
comment period for those
documents — which comments
will be public documents.”

The fire district says it
will be unable provide
adequate services to the
Facebook campuses under
current staffing levels.

The Almanac got copies of
the documents anyway, just
not from the city. In a letter
to Menlo Park, the district’s
attorney wrote, “The District
strongly objects to the con-
clusion. The District believes
that the factual information
that it provided supports a
finding of significant impacts
to the District that should
be addressed by mitigation
measures or conditions that
require Facebook to provide
funding, equipment and/or
other measures to reduce the
Project’s impacts.

Those significant impacts
include, according to the fire
district, an inability to provide
adequate services to the Face-
book campuses under current
staffing levels. To do so, the
district told the city, will require
acquiring another aerial ladder
truck, remodeling Station 77,
which is closest to Facebook, so
there’s room for an additional
staff member as well as the
new truck, and installing traf-
fic signal controls to make sure
emergency personnel can cut

through the expected traffic to
reach Facebook in time.

When the social network-
ing company asked the city
to let it bring 9,400 employees
to work on the sites, it also
offered to implement a cap on
the number of vehicular trips
to and from the east campus
to 15,000 per day. The draft
environmental impact report
suggests a trip cap of 2,600 to
the east campus and 1,100 to
the main headquarters during
peak morning and evening
commute hours.

With the traffic comes noise.
The draft report points to
stretches of Willow Road and
Marsh Road that would defy
efforts of noise walls to dampen
the sound for those living near-
by because of property access
requirements and state regula-
tions limiting wall height. The
only feasible mitigation, accord-
ing to the report, is to reduce
traffic.

Facebook is acting proactively
to ease other “less than signifi-
cant” impacts predicted by the
report. The draft report con-
cluded the project won’t bring
so many people into the city that
its housing supply would run
out, but Facebook is discuss-
ing whether to build 200 to 250
units of high-density housing
within walking distance of the
campus on nearby Hamilton
Avenue with the Sares-Regis
Group, according to a presen-
tation displayed on Dec. 6 at a
community open house at the
main campus.

It also plans to hire two emer-
gency medical technicians to
work on site to reduce the
impact to fire services. Accord-
ing to the project’s draft fiscal
impact analysis, most emergen-
cy calls are related to medical
incidents. But the fire district
said those technicians don’t
change the requirements for
emergency services provided by
the district. B

REAL ESTATE Q&A

by Gloria Darke

e

Should We Love
The House We Buy?

Dear Gloria, We have found a
house we could make work for our
family. However, we don’t abso-
lutely love it; it’s just okay. Do
people usually “settle” rather than
find the perfect house? We are
anxious to buy now but there is
nothing else available in this area
in the price range we can afford.

Penny T.

Dear Penny, First of all, no mat-
ter what the price range, there is
rarely a perfect house. Some people
do walk in the front door and say
“T love this house!” but the more
common reaction is to have a wish
list. For example, wishing the fam-
ily room was part of the kitchen or
that there was a separate office or
that the bathrooms were more mod-

ern. Some things can be changed but
some would be cost prohibitive and
possibly an over-improvement for
the neighborhood. I would suggest
that you look at the house and try to
understand what you perceive as the
shortcomings. Then get some esti-
mates on what it would take to evoke
more of a positive response from
you. Sometimes it can be as simple
as paint colors or opening up a space
for more light. I have no crystal ball
but all signs point to a more active
real estate market next year, which
could result in higher prices. It might
be advisable to make do now rather
than get caught up in a competitive
market in the future.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me at gdarke@apr.com
or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a free market analysis of your property.

Stanford|

DrivingjSchool|
HOLIDAY SAVINGS PACKAGE

FREE CLASSROOM TRAINING with the purchase
of Freeway Plus driver training

Day 1 Day 2
Mon 12/19  Tues 12/20
Tues 12/27  Weds 12/28

December In-Class Schedule

Day 3 Day 4
Weds 12/21  Thurs 12/22
Thurs 12/29 Fri 12/30

(650) 493-1978 » 3960 EI Camino Real, Palo Alto
To register online, please visit our website at:
www.StanfordDrivingSchool.com

~ALLIED ARTS
. GUILD

75 ARBOR RD - MENLO PARK

Jﬁ- .

Artisan Shop _& Studiose Scenic Gardens
Historical Architecture ® Events & Meeting Facilities

ALLIED ARTS HOLIDAY ANNEX NOW OPEN!

December 3rd Christmas Market 10-5pm
and December 4th Children’s Holiday Party 1-3 p.m.

For more details, please see our website:
www.alliedartsguild.org Or Call (650) 322-2405

café primavera (650) 321-8810
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Jerry Rice sues over Atherton home Church founder dies at 76

By Barbara Wood

Special to the Almanac

etired San Francisco 49er
Jerry Rice and wife Jac-

queline filed a lawsuit

Nov. 18 over the failed sale of

their $13.9 million Atherton
home.

The suit, filed in San Mateo
County Superior Court, asks the
judge to enforce a provision in
the contract calling for binding
arbitration with the company
that backed out of the sale, Bay-
side Peninsula LLC.

Represented by the law firm

of Casas, Riley & Simonian, the
Rices want Bayside Peninsula to
forfeit the $330,000 deposit put
down when it offered to buy the
home in May and also to foot
the bill for attorney fees associ-
ated with the lawsuit, according
to court documents.

A hearing on the request for
binding arbitration is scheduled
for Jan. 11.

The Rices built the 16,000-
square-foot home in 2001. The
listing description includes a
slate roof, home theater, gym
and sauna, elevator, at least

four fireplaces, and accents of
Swarovski crystal and Versace
limestone.

The three-story home has
seven bedrooms, 11 bathrooms,
and, of course, a pool.

An article in Haute Living
Magazine in March 2010 quoted
Mr. Rice as saying: “Whoever
buys this home is going to love
it because it’s like living in a per-
sonal paradise, without having
to go too far away.”

Visit tinyurl.com/Rice-143 to
see the listing for the home, with
photos. B

Mitsunobu opens in Sharon Heights

Mitsunobu Japanese restau-
rant has opened in the Sharon
Heights Shopping Center in
Menlo Park, replacing the high-
ly rated Kaygetsu.

The restaurant, named for
its new owners, Tomonari
and Keiko Mitsunobu, serves
Japanese California cuisine.
The couple is retaining Kay-
getsu’s executive chef, Shinichi
Aoki, and most of the staff.
The restaurant offers sea-
sonally changing fare, which
is described as “traditional
Japanese cuisine inspired by
California.”

Tomonari Mitsunobu was
a chef in Japan, but has been
working in management since
coming to the United States five
years ago. This is his first time as
an owner.

The menu features a prix fixe
course and a la carte items,
based on local ingredients, as

well as selected items from
Japan.

A recent lunch menu featured
the familiar and the unusual
for those who are not con-
noisseurs of Japanese cuisine.
Entrees included shrimp tem-
pura ($23), cubed filet mignon
($26), sashimi of the day ($22)
and “a taste of Mitsunobu,”
sashimi, shrimp tempura, fish
tempura wrapped with seaweed
and glazed salmon “($32).

Small plates featured authen-
tic Japanese selections, such as
kinpira gobo (stir-fried bur-
dock root) and two versions of
chawanmushi (egg custard fla-
vored with soy, dashi and mirin
and served in a tea-cup like
container). Traditional hijiki,
listed on the menu, is a brown
sea vegetable that is considered
a health and beauty aid, accord-
ing to Japanese folklore.

The only nod to California

A TASTE oF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana

2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View
(650) 938-2020

Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

Connoisseur (offee (o.

2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City
(650) 369-5250 9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat.

Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.
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cuisine seemed to be a beet and
mozzarella salad ($8.50).

During December, Mitsuno-
bu is featuring a prix fixe din-
ner menu for $75, as well as a
la carte selections. For the first
course, diners may choose the
“jewelry box,” filled with an
array of goodies, or sashimi
of the day. The second course
is rice in a clay pot (autumn
mushroom rice or Miyagi oys-
ter rice). The main course fea-
tures Alaskan cod or Sterling
Silver New York steak shabu-
shabu.

Dessert is kabocha flan or
baked apple with Earl Grey ice
cream. The kabocha flan is
described as “foamed green tea
with a hint of mint and cinna-
mon smoke.”

Keiko Mitsunobu says a special
tasting menu on Christmas Eve
and New Year’s Eve will include
nine small dishes “showcasing
our dynamic inspiration of a
festive savory meal.” There will
also be a sake pairing to include
rare premium sakes.

Restaurant Mitsunobu is at 325
Sharon Park Drive, at Sand Hill
Road, Menlo Park. Telephone is
234-1084. Lunch is served Tues-
day through Friday. The restau-
rant is closed Monday.

Pl
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\Lose 2-5 ns. & Week Safely
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Eliminate cravings * Beal sugor addiction * No dru
Private, one-on-one counseling ® Based on nutritious foods

(oll today for o free consultation. 650.323.5483

LITE ror LIFE-MENLO PARK
713 0ak Grove Ave,

Menlo Park, CA
menlopark@Iliteforlife.com

Elder Hattie L. Bostic, co-
founder and pastor of the Mt.
Olive Apostolic Original Holy
Church of God in Menlo Park,
recipient of doctorate degrees
in divinity and theology, and
a member of the San Mateo
County Women’s Hall of Fame,
died Friday, Dec. 9. She was 76.

From her home in 1963 in the
Belle Haven neighborhood, Elder
Bostic and four others founded
the church in her living room.
Mt. Olive’s first home was a
storefront on Newbridge Avenue,
but members later built a church
on Hamilton Avenue that in 1992
was rebuilt as a larger church and
community center.

Elder Bostic served as “cheer-
leader, chief fundraiser, contrac-
tor and bricklayer,” the story
said.

Matt Henry, former president
of the Belle Haven Homeowners
Association and a former Menlo
Park planning commissioner,

said at the time that he “(could)
not say too much about” Elder
Bostic in praise of her work and
presence in the community.

Life in Belle
Haven and
how to make
it better was
a passion for
Elder Bostic
and Mt. Olive’s
membership
of some 200.
The church
took on chal-
lenges com-
mon to low-in-
come neighborhoods: lowering
the crime rate, improving the
schools, making housing more
affordable, finding shelter for
the homeless and helping those
with substance abuse problems.

“She helps,” Mr. Henry said at
the time. “She always does.”

Visit AlmanacNews.com for
more information.

Almanac 2004 photo
by Carol Ivie

Hattie Bostic

BURNETT

continued from page 5

Mr. Burnett spent the night
in jail and is now out on his
own recognizance, according
to jail officials. The San Mateo
County district attorney has yet
to announce charges, but a court
date is set for Jan. 3.

Police have photos of alcohol,
recordings of interviews with
the teens that night, and asser-
tions, based on police observa-
tion, that the teens were inebri-
ated, Cmdr. Dave Bertini of the
Menlo Park Police Department
told the Almanac.

Police have also requested
prosecution of Ms. Burnett,
48, on the same charges, Cmdr.
Bertini said, but did not arrest
her due to her medical condi-
tion. She is recovering from
back surgery, her daughter Eliza
said in an email to the Almanac.
Ms. Burnett was also needed at
home to look after her teenage
son, Cmdr. Bertini said.

a—

WEIGHT LOSS

In the Today Show interview,
Mr. Lauer asked Mr. Burnett if
he might have been looking for
trouble by hosting such a party.
“Our son is a great kid,” Mr.
Burnett replied. “We put really
clear rules in place. ... We were
patrolling the party.”

He had gone down twice
and seen no drinking, he said.
“Nobody was drinking that
I know of,” Mr. Burnett said.
“There (was) no alcohol. ... My
wife and I put really clear limits
in place.”

Not good enough, according
to Cmdr. Bertini in a police sta-
tion interview for the program.
The kids can sneak the alcohol
in, Cmdr. Bertini said, and there
was evidence that the alcohol
had come from the house.
Parents need to check into who
their kid’s friends are and what
they are bringing to the party, he
said.

Mr. Burnett said that he was
“certain” that the teens would
check with him or his wife
before going home. “For us, the
big issue is to keep the kids safe,”
he said.

Mr. Lauer speculated that
effectively patrolling such a
party might require security
guards. “It’s a tough problem,”
Ms. Burnett said. “You don’t
want to be sitting downstairs in
the middle of your kid’s party.
That’s unreasonable.”

What is needed, she added, is
a community discussion that
includes adults, parents, offi-
cials from law enforcement and
city hall, and the teens them-
selves.

“We need to learn how to have
a dialogue to create an environ-
ment where teens can be teens,”
she said. @
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Bicyclist robbed at knifepoint Treasurer Lee Buffington dies at 81

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

bicyclist pedaling along
Athe Ringwood Avenue

pedestrian bridge lost $25
after being confronted by a man
brandishing a knife on Tuesday
morning, Dec. 6.

The robber grabbed the
31-year-old man by his collar
and said, “Give me your stuff!”
according to Menlo Park police.
The victim convinced the sus-
pect to just take the cash.

He described the suspect as
a black man in his mid-20s, 5
foot 10 inches tall, weighing 160
to 180 pounds, with short, dark
curly hair. The suspect wore a
black hooded sweatshirt with a
blue bandanna covering the low-
er half of his face, police said.

While that suspect remains
at large, Menlo Park’s narcotics
enforcement team wrapped up

m CRIME NEWS

a weeks-long investigation into
another case with an arrest on
Wednesday, Dec. 7.

Police focused on a Dunsmuir
Way home in the wake of com-
plaints about illegal activity.

“Many different neighbors were
complaining about drug activ-
ity, cars coming and going at all
hours, loud music from cars,”
said Detective Sgt. Eric Cowans.
“Plus our patrol officers were
noticing an increase in activity
at the house.”

The investigation culminated
in a search warrant, police said.
The team arrested 49-year-old
Raymond Hernandez for alleged
possession of methamphet-
amine. Police declined to dis-
close how much meth was
found, but said they also found
evidence of drug sales. B

Las Lomitas board to meets
on leasing Ladera School site

By Barbara Wood

Special to the Almanac

he Las Lomitas Elemen-
I tary School District board
is scheduled to approve
starting the bid process for leas-
ing the Ladera School site this
week, with the major question
remaining whether the board
will honor the neighborhood’s
request to put a binding limit
on the number of students that
could be allowed at the site.

The meeting is Wednesday,
Dec. 14, starting at 7 p.m. at the
La Entrada School Multi-Use
Room, 2200 Sharon Road in
Menlo Park.

The school has been leased
to Woodland School, a private
school for kids in pre-kinder-
garten to eighth-grade, for more
than 30 years. The school site
was purchased by the district
in 1952 and used until Ladera
School closed in 1979. Wood-
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. TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

S 765 Portola Road k’
Portola Valley, CA 94028
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In recognition of the
Holiday Season
Portola Valley Town Hall
will be closed
Monday, December 26, 2011
through Monday, January 2,2012

land, which has 275 students,
now pays $650,000 a year for
the site. The lease originally
expired in July, but the district
has extended it twice, through
July 2013.

At the November board
meeting, Ladera residents and
Woodland School representa-
tives asked the board to put a
limit of 325 students into the
wording of the resolution the
board must pass to start the bid
process. That request has since
been reiterated in a letter to the
board from the Ladera Com-
munity Association.

Limiting the number of stu-
dents is one of the only ways the
neighbors can control the num-
ber of cars that must negotiate
the steep, winding streets of
their neighborhood to and from
the school site. But the district
could probably get a higher bid

See LEASE, page 13
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Lee Buffington, San Mateo
County long-time treasurer and
tax collector and a resident of
Menlo Park, died Wednesday,
Dec. 7, according to Sandie
Arnott, who succeeded him in
that office. He was 81.

Mr. Buffington headed the
treasurer’s office for nearly 25
years. In 2009, he decided not to
seek a seventh term. At the time
of his retirement in January 2011,
the office had 60 employees.

Despite the 2008 fiasco that
saw a loss of $155 million
in investments with Lehman

Brothers, Mr. Buffington said
he’s enjoyed the challenges of
the job, which includes collect-
ing property taxes, managing
the county investment pool, and
acting as a bank for the county’s
26 school districts.

“Lehman was a great big
disappointment for us, but we
weren’t the only ones (who lost
money),” he told The Almanac.

Mr. Buffington said he had no
inkling that he’d remain in the
job such a long time.

“The only reason I took the job
initially was that I needed health

insurance. My wife was termi-
nally ill,” he said. “I thought I’'d
get that and get out, but then I
stuck around for a while.”

Duringhis quarter-century ten-
ure, the treasurer’s office evolved
from a completely manual opera-
tion to the most automated in the
state, Mr. Buffington said.

“It’s the variety that keeps you
going. There are different kinds
of problems every day,” he said
in an Almanac interview. “It’s
never boring, I'll tell you that.”

At his request, there will be no
services. @

Church opens “pop-up’ store downtown

Menlo Park Presbyterian
Church has opened a “pop-
up” store at 846 Santa Cruz
Ave. in downtown Menlo Park
to sell handcrafted products
from developing countries daily
through Dec. 24.

Church volunteers are staffing
the store, open from 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. Monday through Friday,
and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday.

Products from many countries
include clothing and jewelry

created by female artisans in
Guatemala, many their families’
only wage earners. Wastebaskets
and several types of bags were
made from non-recyclable plas-
tics bought from trash-picking
communities in Jakarta.

The store features sculptures
and jewelry, made of discarded
aluminum, copper, and glass,
and created by street people in
Nairobi’s Haruma slums. There
are bags sewn by Cambodian
women.

Also for sale are beaded bowls
formed in the Darogetti slums
of Kenya and wooden bowls and
salad servers made in Kenya,
with profits used to buy school
uniforms and haircuts for more
than 200 orphans.

“When people buy our prod-
ucts, they’ll be partnering with
the poor, helping to empower
them to make a difference in
their needy communities,”
says store manager Robin
Simpson.
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ASSISTANCE
1-866-4-Liveln™

Aging Parents? We Can Help?

Why is Home Care Assistance the leading choice
for older adults in the Bay Area?
e \We provide high quality, bonded and insured caregivers, who are experienced

in care for older adults.
e \We are the leader in 24 hours a day, 7 days a week live-in care.

e \We provide the culinary training for our caregivers at Sur La Table, to improve
their skills and our clients” meals.

e Our experts wrote the books Handbook for Live-In Care and Happy to 102,
available on Amazon.com. They are a resource for the industry as well as families.

Call for a FREE consultation:

650-462-6900

HomeCareAssistance.com
148 Hawthorne Ave, Palo Alto, CA
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Stanford Hospital

A community health education series from Stanford Hospital & Clinics

Special Care for the Spirit
Is Good Medicine, Too

In the midst of the noise and bustle and
bright lights of the intensive care unit
at Stanford Hospital, about to get a new
heart, Cindy Flynn was not afraid. It
wasn’t the first time she’'d been there.
Seventeen years earlier, then just 50
years old, Flynn had arrived at Stan-
ford, pain gripping her chest. A heart
attack, doctors told her. And the dam-
age done meant she would need a trans-
plant one day. It was world-turning
information.

Now, Flynn’s life was about to change
again and a familiar face appeared:
Father John Hester, a tall, ruddy-faced
man with a deep, calming voice full

of warmth. “I was surprised,” Flynn
said, “but I actually knew him from our
church. He sat and talked to me for a
while. We prayed together and he gave
me communion, and it felt like I wasn’t
alone.”

For the staff and volunteers of the Spir-
itual Care Service at Stanford Hospital,
that’s been the exact idea for several de-
cades now—adding something extra to
the work done by medicine and medical
professionals, reaching out to patients
who need their faith’s familiar rituals,
like communion, and to those patients

whose faith might be shaken in the cru-
cible of illness.

The service now stands as one of the
most well-known, respected and inno-
vative programs in the country. Those
who trained in its model of clinical
pastoral care lead respected programs
around the world; young physicians
find valuable new perspective when
they shadow chaplains; and hundreds
of volunteers make it possible for some-
one to be at a patient’s bedside when-
ever needed, and for as long as needed.

An extra element of value

Stanford’s model of care reflects major
changes to what once was commonly
called pastoral care and served up
Christian denominational beliefs and
little else. “The Catholics did sacra-
ments and the Protestants read from
the Bible and made a prayer,” said the
Rev. George Fitzgerald, DMin, director
of the Spiritual Care Service since 1988.
“Now we're interfaith, and what we do is
about support and cooperation. Now we
teach the value of active listening, and
we never try to convert anyone.”

“We’re not there to proselytize. We're
there to support, to care. It’s
not something we force on
people.”

— Mike Flynn, volunteer,
Stanford Spiritual Care Service

Underlying all those changes
has been a broader acceptance
of “spirit as a significant part
of a person’s life and some-
thing that can really contrib-
ute to health and healing,”
Fitzgerald said. “There are

all kinds of studies that show
that when patients have a sup-
portive religious community,
they tend to do better. And
there are other studies that
show that at hospitals where
chaplains visit patients, those
patients drift toward earlier
discharge and need less pain
medications.”
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the importance of
spirituality in a
patient’s life. They
don’t always have the
time to sit down and
take an hour with a
family, but they are
interested in working
together with us, to
see us as a part of the
health care team.”

And that includes the
many volunteers—
more than 200—who
have regular visiting
hours or are on call.
Mike Flynn, Cindy’s
husband, has been

a Spiritual Care vol-
unteer for five years.
He had always gone
to Mass on Sundays, and taught a reli-
gion class to kids at church; it was not
until he retired in 2001 that he had

the time to pay attention to that part

of him that wanted something more to
do—to help, he said. One morning at
his church in Palo Alto, the call went
out for volunteers for the Spiritual Care
team at Stanford. “I just said, T'm going
to give it a try.’ I went to the classes,
and it turned out to be exactly, for me,
the best thing I could do because of the
personal nature of it. It’s like saying,
‘What would Christ ask of me? Christ
would ask of me to bring his spirit to
other people.”

The volunteers are trained to respect
all the responses they might get when
they enter a room, Flynn said. “We're
not there to proselytize. We're there to

Cindy Flynn survived a heart attack at age 50, but nearly two decades later, a
heart transplant was her only option. During her stay at Stanford, her treat-
ment included visits from the hospital’s Spiritual Care Service team.

Notes
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support, to care. It’s not something we
force on people. For people who can’t get
to a service, we can bring it directly to
them—the kind of spiritual nourish-
ment people can’t get any other way.”

Broad diversity of views

Flynn makes his rounds to Catholic
patients. Other volunteers and chap-
lains serve specific faiths or respond to
needs that are more universal. Stanford
has a chaplain, the Rev. Susan Scott,
who is focused on patients facing death
and their families. Scott has special
knowledge of the paperwork and other
arrangements to be made, stepping in
to help make the process less difficult.
Through her work with patients, the
hospital created a pamphlet to help
patients complete an advanced direc-
tive, a document that specifies what

i . - ayed i o I AN
After he retired, Mike Flynn, Cindy’s husband, became a volunteer eucharist minister at Stanford Hospital. Because of his w
the value of spiritual care at a hospital.

Cindy Flynn has recovered well from her heart transplant, with
enough energy to keep up with her grandchildren, including

Physicians, too, Fitzgerald
Delphine, a regular visitor to the Flynns"home. v &

said, “have really recognized
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Serving Spiritual Needs
And Sharing the Knowledge

Stanford Hospital’s Spiritual Care Service is designed to provide

the broadest possible resources for patients and their families.

Its services include:

« supportive visits by chaplains and volunteers to serve faith groups
whether Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jew, Muslim, Sikh and other options

« religious resources such as Bibles, Buddhist chanting tapes, Muslim
prayer rugs, Shabbat candles and other prayer materials

« onsite observances of holidays including Christmas, Chanukah,
Eid al-Adha, Diwali and others

e memorial services

« an interfaith chapel open 24/7 that contains sacred writings and prayer
books of several faith traditions

special feature

The Spiritual Care Service's clinical pastoral education program is certified
by the Association for Clinical Pastoral Education and offers a year-long
training or summer internship. It also offers a shadowing program for
Stanford School of Medicine students.

Stanford’s model for spiritual care service has grown to include important
innovations:

» Dedicated volunteers created the first-ever guidebook of its kind to train
volunteers for Muslim spiritual care. Published in 2007, that guidebook
inspired a training manual for all Spiritual Care volunteers.

« The hospital’s Jewish Chaplaincy is directed by Bruce Feldstein, a former
emergency medicine physician. He is an adjunct professor of family
medicine at Stanford and teaches a required class at the School of
Medicine titled ‘Spirituality & Meaning in Medicine” and an elective class
titled “The Healer’s Art.”

« In the No One Dies Alone program, volunteers under the supervision of
the Rev. Susan Scott serve as compassionate companions by sitting with
patients who are dying and alone.

» The most recent addition to the Spiritual Care Service team is Rabbi Lori

« trained volunteers from a variety of faiths

Klein, who serves as the chaplain for the Stanford Cancer Center.

For more information about all the Stanford Hospital Spiritual Care Service's programs, call 650.723.5101 or visit stanfordhospital.org/spiritualcare.

Join us at http://stanfordhospital.org/socialmedia.

Watch the new Stanford Hospital Health Notes television show on Comcast: channel 28 on Mondays at 8:30 p.m., Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and Fridays
at 8:30 a.m.; channel 30 Saturdays at 10:30 p.m. It can also be viewed at www.youtube.com/stanfordhospital.

“We train them to be respectful, to
be reverent, to be gentle in every
way so patients can tell us anything
they want, how they want, or they
can go silent. We're there for them
in that moment.”

— Father John Hester, Associate Director,
Stanford Spiritual Care Service

actions are to be taken if a patient is
unable to make decisions because of ill-
ness or incapacity. Just as Scott has a
special assignment, so do others. Rabbi
Lori Klein works with patients at the
Cancer Center; Father Hester is the

one who responds to calls from the in-
tensive care units. It’s one way to make
sure that everyone most in need will
have a resource, said Barbara Ralston,
the hospital’s Vice President for Guest
Services. The success of the program,
she said, is visible in the philanthropic
support it receives from the community
and the substantial resources it offers at
the hospital. “This service really means
a lot to people,” she said, “and we're very
proud of it.”

ife’s medical history, he brings a special understanding of
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In 2010, Spiritual Care Services made
245,000 visits to patients, and its
volunteers—from 12 countries, speak-
ing 10 languages—gave 103,000 hours.
Hester knows quite well the difference
those volunteers have made. In the
early years of his nearly four decades at
the hospital, he might see 80 people in a
day, forgetting to eat or drink. Finally,
a nurse sat him down and said, “Right
now, I should have you see a doctor.
What have you been doing?”

“That’s when I said, ‘We’ve got to repli-
cate presence, and we've got to bring in
more caring volunteers,” Hester said.
“Now we have Hindu, Buddhist, Jew-
ish, Muslim, a diversity of Christians,
Wiccan—everyone. We train them in
the ministry of presence—to be totally
open to the other human beings, to lis-
ten. We train them to be respectful, to
be reverent, to be gentle in every way so
patients can tell us anything they want,
how they want, or they can go silent.
We're there for them in that moment.”

Steady support

Hester and his colleagues try to an-
ticipate when they might be needed

at weekly meetings with all the clini-
cians on a unit. “Sometimes they’ll say,
‘Would you go and meet with the fam-
ily? We're going to be giving him bad
news and wed like you to be there.”

Norbert von der Groeben

The Stanford Hospital Spiritual Care Service program includes more than 200 volunteers in addition to its regular

staff and chaplains.

“Idon’t know how to explain it, but it
does make a difference. It’s just having
somebody there and talking to you as
aperson, and not just a patient.”

— Cindy Flynn, patient,
Stanford Hospital & Clinics

Cindy Flynn didn’t have much doubt
that she would be OK, but she does
believe that she would have felt more
pain and would have been more afraid

had she not known that so many
prayers were being said for her, includ-
ing Hester’s. Knowing that she was in
the thoughts of others, she said, built

a feeling that “was very, very peaceful.
And that felt good. I felt relaxed enough
so I could just concentrate on getting
better. It truly does make a difference.
I don’t know how to explain it, but it
does make a difference. It’s just having
somebody there and talking to you as a
person, and not just a patient.”

Stanford Hospital & Clinics is known worldwide for advanced treatment of complex disorders in & S T A N F O R D

areas such as cardiovascular care, cancer treatment, neurosciences, surgery, and organ transplants. &

It is currently ranked No. 17 on the U.S. News & World Report’s “America’s Best Hospitals” list and ‘ HOSPITAL & CLINICS
No. 1 in the San Jose Metropolitan area. Stanford Hospital & Clinics is internationally recognized
for translating medical breakthroughs into the care of patients. The Stanford University Medical
Center is comprised of three world renowned institutions: Stanford Hospital & Clinics, the Stanford
University School of Medicine, the oldest medical school in the Western United States, and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, an adjacent pediatric
teaching hospital providing general acute and tertiary care. For more information, visit http://stanfordhospital.org/.

Stanford University Medical Center
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sweet gifts for

N EWS

More online

Visit AlmanacNews.com for

Calendar listings and more news
online, including:
T HE SRR B The fate of the asphalt path

EST. 2011 along Alpine Road between
Portola Valley and Menlo Park
returns to the San Mateo Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors at 9
a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 13, after the
Almanac’s print deadline.

B Woodside Elementary
School’s campus needs $5.4
million of work with another
$827,000 in projects, such as
installing solar panels, consid-
ered lower priority, the one-
school district’s board learned
at its Dec. 7 meeting.

ga d get ge e kS ! A downtown Palo Alto company since 2001 M Atherton is giving residents

until Jan. 11 to comment on

TRY ON OUR COLORFUL, CLEVER CASES 212 HOMER AVE (AT EMERSON) - PALO ALTO what should be in an envi-
FOR IPHONE, IPAD, MACBOOK AND MORE! HOLIDAY HOURS: 7 DAYS/WEEK « 1T0AM-5PM ronmental impact report on
(OR ONLINE 24/7 @ SPECKPRODUCTS.COM) the proposed new library in

Holbrook-Palmer Park.

Peninsula
Christmas )
Services

oy

w

P

- Stanford Memorial Church
“Christmas Eve & Christmas Services

Saturday, December 24, 5:00 pm

Christmas Eve Ecumenical Family Service

Special children’s sermon by Rev. Joanne Sanders.
Please bring new, unwrapped toys for children in need.

Saturday, December 24, 9:00 pm

Christmas Festival Service with Holy Communion
Sermon by Dean Scotty McLennan. An elegant service
glowing with candlelight and holiday music!

Saturday, December 24, Midnight
Catholic Christmas Mass

Sunday, December 25, 10:00 am
Christmas University Public Worship

Sunday, December 25, 12:00 pm
Catholic Christmas Mass

http://religiouslife.stanford.edu

AN EPISCOPAL COMMUNITY

IN MENLO PARK

Celebrate Christmas With Us!

Wherever you are in your journey, whether church is familiar or
not, we welcome you to join us for one of our Christmas
services. Whether you prefer a simpler children’s service or a
more traditional one with the Church Choir, infused with a sense
of the sacred that fills Christmas Eve night, we invite you.

Christmas Eve
(All services will be about an hour)

4:00 pm Children’s Communion Service with Pageant

6:00 pm Christmas Communion Service with the
Festival Choir

9:30 pm Carol Sing

10:00 pm Christmas Communion Service with the

Festival Choir

Christmas Day
10:00 am Christmas Day Communion with Hymns

Trinity Church In Menlo Park, An Episcopal Community
330 Ravenswood Avenue, Menlo Park
(Between El Camino and Middlefield)

650-326-2083
www.trinitymenlopark.org

Valley Preshyterian Church
in the Redwoods

945 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA
650-851-8282
www.valleypreschurch.org

Christmas Eve Worship

5:00 pm Family Candlelight
Service

10:00 pm Candlelight Service
Lessons & Carols

Christmas Day Worship

10:45 am Christmas Celebration!
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Board meets on school lease

LEASE

continued from page 9

from a school that believed it
had a chance to change the limit
in the future and thus have more
students to charge tuition.

The district offered to put the
limit on students into any lease
that is signed as well as in the
marketing materials advertising
the bid process. But neighbors
say they want the promise in
the resolution because it can’t be
changed later.

In a Dec. 9 letter to John Ora,
Woodland’s head of school, and
copied to the Ladera Commu-
nity Association, Las Lomitas
superintendent Eric Hartwig
laid out the district’s posi-
tion. “On Wednesday night,” he
wrote, “the Governing Board
must consider whether it is
prudent and reasonable for the

district to limit a tenant to 325
students for the next 50 years,
or whether it is better to provide
the School District and the com-
munity with the certainly for a
325-student cap for the foresee-
able future, but permit flex-
ibility for the community and
the tenant to come back to the
District and request an increase
in students in the future should
circumstances change.”

A letter from the Ladera Com-
munity Association, approved
by unanimous vote, says includ-
ing the cap of 325 students in the
board resolution is “the most
important request from the
Ladera community”.

A proposed timetable would
have the district signing a lease
with a tenant by July 2012. The
lease would be for a minimum
of 25 years and renewable for up
to another 25 years. &

ATTENTION CAMP DIRECTORSI

Reserve your space in the Midpeninsula’s
Camp Connection magazine

Camp Connection features:
Language
Outdoors

Pre-K through Teen

Advertising in Camp Connection is a
cost-effective, multimedia solution to reach your
target audience.

Day Camps
Sports
Science & Math

Program includes:
¢ Full color ad in Camp Connection Magazine

* 12 week Summer Camp Directory listing in The Almanac
* 12 week listing on TheAlmanacOnline.com Summer Camp Guide

Call today (650) 326-8210

nAlmanac

THEALMANACONLINE.COM

1
L=

6:00 pm
Candlelight Worship & Communion

%Q\ Grace Lutheran Church eca

3 ’ 3149 Waverley Street - Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.494.1212

Christmas Eve

Saturday, December 24

4:00 pm

Family Service with Children’s Pageant

11:00 pm
Communion, Readings & Carols
in English and German by Candlelight

Christngas Day

unday, Decembe;

10:00 am
Carols & Lessons

www.gracepa.org

St. Bede’s Episcopal Church

2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, 854-6555

www.stbedesmenlopark.org

Celebrate the Season of Promise Fulfilled!

Sunday, December 18th
4:00pm A Service of Christmas Lessons & Carols

Saturday, December 24th Christmas Eve
4:00pm Christmas Pageant & Holy Eucharist

10:00pm Candlelight Choral Eucharist

Sunday, December 25th Christmas Day
9:00am Holy Eucharist with Carols, Rite I

Sunday, January Ist Feast of the Holy Name
9:00am Holy Eucharist with Carols, Rite II

CHRIST CHURCH

The Episcopal Parish of Portola Valley & Woodside

CHRISTMAS EVE
Children’s Service @ 3:00 p.m.

carols, communion, and pinatas!

Choral Eucharist @ 5:30 p.m.
traditional candlelit service with
choir, organ, and congregational carols ST\ :
=\ W)\
CHRISTMAS DAY =\ :

Holy Eucharist with carols @ 10:00 a.m.

815 Portola Road, Portola Valley
(650) 851-0224, www.ccpvw.org
B www.facebook.com/ccpvw

S\

MENLO PARK
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH

~join us for
christmas eve

The Cafe

700 Santa Cruz Avenue

Saturday, December 24 at 3 and 5 p.m.
(child-friendly services with glow-stick candles)

Menlo Park Presbyterian Church

950 Santa Cruz Avenue

Friday, December 23 at 5, 6:30, and 8 p.m.

Saturday, December 24 at 5, 6:30, 8, 9:30, and 11 p.m.
(child care is provided at both 5 p.m. services)

www.mppc.org/christmas | 650.323.8600
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Volunteer chosen for presidential award

Playing cards at the Peninsula Volunteers Little
House has led to national recognition for one
Menlo Park man.

Leonard Friedman, 87, has devoted 19 years of
service at Little House, hosting a bridge club and
introducing people to the game each month.

“You get a good feeling when you volunteer,” he
said in a press release. “You teach people a new
game, but you also learn from the experiences.
Volunteering makes you healthier, happier and
wiser.”

Selected by RSVP of San Mateo and Northern
Santa Clara County, Mr. Friedman was expected
to receive the President’s Volunteer Service Award
during a ceremony on Monday, Dec.12, at the
Peninsula Volunteers Little House.

Facehook meeting

The amount of potential traffic that would be
generated by Facebook’s plans to employ up to
9,400 workers on its Menlo Park campuses pres-
ents a challenge to the city’s hopes for making the
social networking giant feel at home.

The Transportation Commission meets Wednes-
day, Dec. 14, to view a staff presentation of the
draft environmental impact report (DEIR) for

the proposed campus development. The meeting
starts at 7 p.m. in council chambers at the Civic
Center at 701 Laurel St.

Toy drive

Drop off new, unwrapped toys, food, and money
at spots around Menlo Park until Wednesday, Dec.
21, as part of the Menlo Park Firefighters Associa-
tion annual toy drive.

Drop-off locations include the Menlo Park
Chamber of Commerce at 1100 Merrill St., the
Cheeky Monkey toy shop on Santa Cruz Avenue,
fire stations and various city-owned buildings such
as the police department and Arrillaga Family
Recreation Center. The chamber accepts donations
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Kiwanis, Nativity sell Christmas trees

For the 56th year, the Menlo Park Kiwanis Club
is selling Christmas trees. The lot is on the El
Camino Real at Embarcadero in Palo Alto, in front
of the Stanford University football stadium.

Volunteers staff the lot from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.
weekdays and from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. on weekends.
Proceeds will be used to help youth, seniors and

Stanford Continuing Studies

Featured Courses:

Introduction to Creative Writing: Finding a Form
Short Story Writing

Introduction to Novel Writing

Fiction Writing: Finding a Voice

Creative Nonfiction: The Art of Memoir
Creative Nonfiction: The Personal Essay

Fiction Writing: Finding a Voice

This information is from the Atherton
and Menlo Park police departments
and the San Mateo County Sheriff’s
Office. Under the law, people charged
with offenses are considered innocent
until convicted.

MENLO PARK

Residential burglary reports:

W Break-in by prying open locked sliding
glass rear door with losses estimated at
$4,735 in theft of two TVs, two laptop
computers, jewelry and two jackets,
Carlton Ave., Dec. 7.

M Entry through unlocked door with
losses estimated at $1,600 in theft of
two laptop computers and jewelry,
Coleman Ave., Dec. 2.

Theft report: Losses estimated at

Road, Dec. 2.

Fraud report: Losses estimated at
$700 in unauthorized use of debit card
to make several purchases, Willow
Road, Dec. 3.

Stolen vehicle report: Tan 2006
Chrysler Town-and-Country, Madera
Ave., Dec. 7.

WOODSIDE

Fraud report: Unauthorized submis-
sion of change of address form, Kings
Mountain Road, Dec. 6.

ATHERTON
Auto burglary report: Wallet stolen,
Valparaiso Ave., Dec. 7.

Fraud reports: Possible identity thefts,
Elena Ave. and Atherton Ave, Dec. 6

$1,500 in theft of locked bicycle, Sharon and 7.

the underprivileged in the com-
munity.

Nativity School’s Christmas
tree lot, at 210 Oak Grove Ave. in
Menlo Park, has operated with
a volunteer staff of parents and
parishioners since 1998.

The lot, open through Dec. 17,

features Douglas, grand, Fraser
and noble fir trees, wreaths, and
garlands. Flame-proofing and
delivery services are available.
Hours are 4 to 8 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday, 4 to 9 p.m. Friday, and
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday. Pro-
ceeds benefit Nativity School.

L AT e i" # .__,-‘"- 4 1..'_"‘_*._ L

UUOODSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
HOLIDAY FIRE SAFETY TIPS

« Select only fresh trees that are deep in color, have a strong scent of pine, and needles that
don’t fall off when tugged.

« Keep your tree in a wateholding stand and full of water.

* Buy artificial trees with safety approved label (UL or SFM).

« Never use electrical decorations on a metal tree.

« Take your tree down as soon as Christmas is over

« Never place candles near your tree.

« Place your tree away from heat sources such as fireplaces and portable heaters.

“"""'. -

‘.n.

« Use non-flammable trimmings; never use paper, fabric, cotton, or anythipg that will burn.
« Avoid decorations that will break easily or have sharp edges.

« Keep pets and small children away from lights and breakable ornaments.

« Use only lights that have a safety approved label (UL or SFM).

« Discard any lights with frayed o worn cords or bare wires.

* Never use more than 3 sets of lights per single extension.

« Never place presents too close to tree lights or electrical outlets.

« Always turn off lights when leaving the house or going to bed. |
* Never leave candles unattended. |

» T A N e e LR e - T - Y
PR U T e {re g o be [ N TR

) OTHER HOLIDAY TIPS:
« Choose toys wisely: make sure toys are age appropriate and are not flammable.
« Have your fireplace professionally checked and inspected yearly.
« Never burn paper, Christmas Trees, or wreaths in your chimney and always use a fire
screen.
« Test your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms to-ensure they are working.
« Portable heaters need space—at least 3ft from flammable items such as sofas, blankets,
and pillows.
« Protect young visitors in your home by ensuring-that all lighters, matches, medications,
and other potentially hazardous items are in a safe place.
« Keep children away from hot stoves while you're cooking.
« Never leave stoves unattended while cooking.

For more information about fire safely
confact:

Writing the Poetry of Places Mﬁ::;ﬁmm
r (L Shrown@woodsidefirearg 1™ r
Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of courses in liberal arts ot M LT 850-423-1406 §.-__-{ e
& sciences, creative writing, and professional & personal development. o o - - . .w
Designed to cultivate learning and enrich the lives of adults in the Bay / wwwrecydeworksorgw\ .f'? 5 \ I.-' = 'JI"' } 'r.\ ( \
Area, most courses are taught by Stanford instructors and are open to all. find out howyoucan | | | »L' / % _;-’: o B [
| recycle your Christmas 9 } T |
STANFORD Winter Registration Now Open. Enroll Today! _ i P, & 4 ’ f_ﬁj_&' N

CONTINUING STUDIES continuingstudies.stanford.edu
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Holiday Fund Donations

As of Dec. 2, 2011, 47 donors have given
$27,880 to The Almanac Holiday Fund

7 Anonymous

Mary & Doug Heller
Tim and Perryn Rowland
Janice E. Jedkins
Steve Markoulis
Edmon R. Jennings
Thomas Werbe

Erika L. Crowley
Douglas E. Adams
Nancy Davidson
James E. Esposto
Kathleen P. Mueller
Nancy L. Luft
Barbara C. Simpson
Joel Wells Schreck

L. Robert Dodge
Lorraine Macchello
Catherine C. Eastham
Karin Eckelmeyer
Dorothy Saxe

Kathy Elkins and Rick Peterson.... **
Penny and Greg Gallo

Karen K. Sortino

Bob and Marion Oster...

Robert P. Oliver

Mr. Bud Trapp and Mrs. Onnolee .

Julie Zier

Andrea G. Julian
Barbara J. Ells

Gail Prickett

Diana M. Laraway
Thelma L. Smith
William A. Alfano

Ernst & Betty Meissner

In memory of
Annie Strem
Blair Awbrey
Esther Johnson
Inge and Paul Katz

John Sisson, Annmarie Sisson
and Richard Sisson

Businesses & Organizations
Ericsson, Inc

** Designates amount withheld at donor request

Donate online at siliconvalleycf.org/almanac-holiday-fund

Importance of literacy
in tough economic times

By Roberta Roth, literacy out-
reach specialist, and Andrea
Herz, founding president and
current board member of Literacy
Partners.

ou who are reading this
i article are presumably not
finding it to be a chal-
lenge. Unfortunately, this is not
true for 15 percent of the adults
in our community. That is why
Project Read-Menlo Park exists,
to increase functional literacy in
adults to enable them to improve
their lives and those of their
families, and to increasingly con-
tribute to their community.

Indeed, in these times it has
never been more important to
reach out to those in our com-
munity who struggle with basic
literacy. During an economic
downturn, those who are able
to read and complete job appli-
cations, obtain driver’s licenses,
and otherwise comprehend the
information associated with
their work, will be employable.

Kelly, an adult student with
Project Read, describes the
impact of increased literacy in
his life. “Without Project Read-
Menlo Park, I wouldn’t have my
chauffer’s license. I wouldn’t
have my job. I wouldn’t be a
citizen of the United States, and
I wouldn’t understand what I'm
voting for. [ am very grateful for
all of these things.”

Project Read, which has been
providing free adult and fam-
ily literacy education for over
25 vyears, currently has over

THE ALMANAC *
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Gifts to the Holiday Fund benefit
Project Read-Menlo Park and nine
other community-service

organizations.

80 adult students in its tutor-
ing program and English as
a Second Language classes.
These adults not only increase
their literacy, including com-
puter literacy, but also apply
their increased knowledge and
confidence at home, raising a
new generation of readers and
strengthening families.

Azucena, an adult atudent and
Belle Haven resident, explains:
“Learning English has helped
me create good communication
and a good relationship with my
daughters. I feel confident when
I talk with them. At this point,
I know my English is improv-
ing.”

While Project Read focuses
on adults, it is also home to
our Families for Literacy (FFL)
program for pre-school children
and their parents. A recent sto-
rytime at the Belle Haven Com-
munity School Family Center
attracted 21 children and 10 par-
ents. In addition to the monthly
storytime, FFL provides arts
and crafts activities, nutritious

Continued on next page

City

(L) I wish to contribute anonymously.

() In honor of:

Enclose this coupon and send to:

to programs that benefit Peninsula residents.

Last year, Almanac readers contributed

more than $95,000, and with available matching

grants, $138,678 was raised for 10 agencies that

feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide
numerous other services to those in need.

Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be

matched, to the extent possible, by generous com-

C ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula

Provides after-school and academic support and activities for
1,100 youths each day, ages 6 to 18. Operates clubhouses

in Menlo Parkis Belle Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto, and
Redwood City and after-school programs at schools in these com-
munities designed to extend the learning day and supplement the

schools's curriculum.

Ecumenical Hunger Program

Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, and
sometimes financial assistance to families in need, regardless of
religious preference, including Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets
for more than 1,500 households.

Ravenswood Family Health Center

Provides comprehensive primary medical, dental, behavioral and
preventive health care for all ages at clinics in Belle Haven and East
Palo Atto. Of the more than 30,000 registered patients, over 97
percent are low-income and uninsured from the ethnically diverse
East Palo Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

St. Anthonyis Padua Dining Room

Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week in a social and
friendly atmosphere to anyone in need. Funded entirely by voluntary
contributions from the community, St. Anthonyis is the largest dining
room for the needy between San Francisco and San Jose. It also
offers groceries to take home and distributes clothing to families.

Second Harvest Food Bank

The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula, Second
Harvest Food Bank distributes 45 million pounds of food each year. It
gathers donations from individuals and businesses and distributes food
to some 250,000 people each month through more than 650 agencies
and distribution sites in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

Name of donor

munity corporations, foundations and individuals,
including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park, the
David and Lucille Packard Foundation and the
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. No ad-
ministration costs will be deducted from the gifts,
which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.

All donations to the Holiday Fund will be
shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies
listed below.

Project Read Menlo Park

Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo Park area.
Trained volunteers work one to one or in small groups to help
adults improve their basic reading, writing and English language
skills so they can achieve their goals and function more effectively
at home, at work, and in the community.

Shelter Network

Provides short term-shelter and transitional housing services to more
than 4,500 homeless men, women and children each year. Offers a
range of housing and support programs for families and individuals
to become self-sufficient and return to permanent housing.

Teen Talk

Provides educational programs for youth and adults to help teens
make healthy choices that will result in lower rates of teen preg-
nancy and sexually transmitted diseases. Its iTeen Talki program
serves more than 3,500 youth at public school sites in San Mateo
County.

StarVista

Formerly Youth and Family Enrichment Services, StarVista provides
many programs to help people who struggle with substance
abuse, domestic violence, mental health, relationship and communi-
cations issues. Helps strengthen youth, families, and individuals to
overcome challenges through counseling, education, and residential
services.

Fair Oaks Community Center

Provides housing assistance, childcare programs, older adult nutri-
tion, emergency shelter referrals, legal services for low income ten-
ants and loc-cost exercise programs for youth and adults.

Amount $

Street address

Zip

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

() In memory of:

(L) Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

TO DONATE ONLINE GO TO: siliconvalleycf.org/almanac-holiday-fund

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: SILICON VALLEY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
The Almanac Holiday Fund

C/O Silicon Valley Community Foundation
2440 W. El Camino Real, Suite 300, Mountain View, CA 94040

By Credit Card: [d Visa or [d MasterCard No.

Exp. Date

Signature

The organizations named below provide major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

The William and Flora

SILICON
VALLEY

SERVING SAN MATEO AND SANTA CLARA COUNTIES
www.siliconvalleycf.org

community
foundation

Hewlett Foundation

The David and Lucile
Packard Foundation

The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 31, 2011, unless the donor checks the
anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

Rotary Club of Menlo Park
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Ginny Davison
Jan. 22, 1930-Dec. 1, 2011

Virginia B. “Ginny” Davison, 81, of Por-
tola Valley, CA, passed away at home on
December 1, 2011 .

Ginny was born in Spokane, WA on
January 22, 1930 and grew up in Boise,
Idaho. She attended Stanford University,
where she met her husband, Orrin “Dave”
Davison. They were married in 1952 and
eventually moved to Portola Valley where
they raised their four children, Susan
Barb, Kathleen Hayes, Mike Davison and
Scott Davison.

Ginny was active in the community
and was a past president of the Woodside-
Atherton Auxiliary and served on the
board of the Children’s Hospital at Stan-
ford. Ginny was predeceased by her sis-
ter, Barbara Knipe, her parents, Ambrose
“Ham” Burroughs and Bertha “Bunny”
Burroughs, her granddaughter, Maura
Davison and her son-in-law Charles Barb.
She is survived by her brother, Ambrose
“Ham” Burroughs, her husband, her 4

children and
their spouses,
her 12 grandchil-
dren , Sarah and
Brian Barb, Mol-
ly, Danielle and
Shannon Hayes,
Kristen, Melissa
and Matthew Da-
vison, and Adam, Joe, Jake and Sam Davi-
son, as well as many close friends.

A memorial service will be held on
December 18, 2011 at 2PM, at St. Den-
nis Church , 2250 Avy Ave, Menlo Park,
94025 and will be followed by a celebra-
tion of Ginny’s life at the Sharon Heights
Country Club, 2900 Sand Hill Road,
Menlo Park, starting at 3:15 PM .

In lieu of flowers, the family encourages
donations to Pathways Hospice Founda-
tion, 585 N. Mary Ave, Sunnyvale, CA
94085, or to the Lucile Packard Children’s
Hospital at Stanford.
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snacks, and a book for each
child’s home library.

Individuals and groups can
get involved with Project Read
by becoming a one-to-one tutor,
volunteering in our computer
lab, referring employees who
want to improve their English
skills, or volunteering for special
events.

Project Read-Menlo Park relies
on support from individuals,

Emil Magrin

August 16, 1927 — December 4, 2011

Emil Magrin received his Heavenly calling
in Redwood City, CA after complications
from a fall.

Emil was born in St. Louis, MO, and moved
to San Francisco when he was 2 years old, and
then to Rockaway Beach, now Pacifica, when
he was age 6. He went to kindergarten in San
Francisco to learn English, since he could only
speakItalian. His father wasafarmer,and Emil
helped to raise artichokes, cabbage, sprouts,
and peas. Emil graduated from Jefferson
High School in Daly City 1945. He enlisted in
the Merchant Marine, serving on ships that
transported troops to the Philippines. He
was on Leyte when the first Atom Bomb was
dropped. After his discharge, he worked as a
carpenter. He obtained a contractor’s license
in 1952. That year he started driving racing
cars (hardtops and stock cars). His father
didn’t want him to drive racing cars, so he
went under an assumed name, Emil Zola, so
his father wouldn’t recognize his name in the
newspapers. In 1959, he bought an airplane
and got a pilot’s license. Over the years he
owned four different types of airplanes
and got a multi-engine rating. He moved to
Woodside in 1968 and lived there the rest of
his life. He retired in 1978.

During his life, Emil was a member of the
San Mateo County Mounted Patrol, then the
Lion’s Club, where he was named District
Lion of the year. Later he joined the Redwood

City Chapter
of SIR. He
was chosen to
be SIR of the
year for 2005.
He joined the
Redwood City
Elks Club in
1985. Emil also
loved golfing
and bowling.

Emil is
survived by his
loving wife of 24 years, Lou Ann Magrin, who
helped bring him back to the Lord toward
the end of his life. He is also survived by his
children, Victoria Beninga (John) of Meadow
Vista, CA, and Ron Magrin of Koloa, Kauai,
Hawaii; his sister Mary Bistolfi (Pete) of
Daly City; Grandchildren Kirsten and Caleb
Beninga of Meadow Vista, CA; R] Magrin of
Mountain View, CA; and Heather and Robin
Magrin of Woodside, CA. He is also survived
by Lou Ann’s children Debbi Murray of North
Highlands, CA; Dan Poulson (Cheryl); of San
Jose, CA; and Bob Poulson of Santa Clara,
CA; and Lou Ann’s seven grandchildren and
three great grandchildren.

A celebration of Emil’s life was held on
December 10 at the Redwood City Elks Lodge.
In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting a
donation to the Redwood City Elks Lodge.

PAID OBITUARY

Isabel Marant
Vanessa Bruno
Rachel Comey

josetf ).

BOUTIQUE

883 Santa Cruz Ave.
Menlo Park
(650) 353-7550
Open Mon-Sat 11am-6pm
www.josefboutique.com
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Lauren Miklejohn
Children and parents at a recent Families for Literacy storytime at the
Belle Haven Community School Family Center.

local businesses, foundations,
the Friends of the Menlo Park
Library and government. In
2010, a nonprofit arm, Proj-
ect Read-Menlo Park Literacy
Partners, was established to
increase our funding base and
ensure sustainable funding for
the future.m

Visit projectreadmenlopark.org
or the Menlo Park Library, 800
Alma St., or call (650) 330-2525
for more information.

Garbage rate hike

on Menlo agenda

The Menlo Park City Council
plans to decided Tuesday, Dec.
13, whether to hike garbage rates
by up to 10 percent for 2012. A
staff report recommends an 8
percent hike effective Jan. 1.

On the plus side, staff found
the city owes former vendor
Allied Waste $737,000 —
$158,000 less than expected.

Go to tinyurl.com/cwp3jf6 to
view the staff report.

Other items on the agenda
include whether to spend anoth-
er $225,980 for consultants
to revise the El Camino Real/
downtown specific plan.

The regular council meeting
starts at 7 p.m. in the council
chambers at the Civic Center,
701 Laurel St. Prior to that, the
council meets in closed session
at 5 p.m. regarding negotiations
with Service Employees Inter-
national Union representatives,
and then for a study session at
6 p.m. to evaluate taking over
Flood Park from the county.




The professionalism, kindness,
i/ concern and caring | received at
)| Stanford are unmatched in my
"Il experience. While the Stanford facility
is excellent, the way patients are
* treated is what really counts the most.

—Teresa G., Stanford patient

BE ST Stanford Dermatology Center offers a full range of medical and surgical

dermatology services in a patient friendly environment. Whether you're
HOSPITALS

suffering from a common condition or a difficult-to-manage disease,
Stanford Dermatology’s team has broad experience in treating all skin

conditions—from the common to the complex.

SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE. % S TA N F O R D
Make an appointment, call 650.723.6316 or MEDICINE
visit: stanfordhospital.org/dermatology Outpatient Center ® Redwood City

450 Broadway Street, Redwood City, CA 94063
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The challenge of living with Facebook

when they convinced Facebook to move into the former
Sun Microsystems complex at the Bayshore Expressway
and Willow Road earlier this year.

When the deal was cut, everyone knew that Facebook would want
to raise the number of employees at the complex past the limit of
3,600 for Sun. And, given the site’s distance from Caltrain, it was
also clear that the biggest challenge would be how to handle thou-
sands of commuting employees every day without creating traffic
gridlock on the roads that provide access to the company’s head-
quarters at the end of Willow
Road.

But now the potential impact of
Facebook-bound commuters on
local roads has been outlined in
the draft environmental impact
report (DEIR) for the campus development project. Traffic overload
on some streets and intersections looks inevitable unless Facebook
converts many of its employees to mass transit since the company is
asking for approval to base 6,600 employees on the Sun campus and
another 2,800 in buildings leased across the street.

In exchange, the company proposes to limit vehicle trips to the
former Sun campus to 15,000 per day. That’s not impossible — the
company already claims that 40 percent of its workers use alterna-
tive transport. It’s ambitious, but feasible given Facebook’s determi-
nation to make its move to Menlo Park a success.

The downside: Without mitigations, Facebook traffic could clog
Highway 84 (Bayfront Expressway), Marsh, Willow and Middle-
field roads, not to mention traffic on the Bayshore Freeway, accord-

Menlo Park city officials thought themselves pretty lucky

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

can lower its impact on local transportation corridors to manage-
able proportions before approving the population increase.

Also, it remains to be seen if the report’s conclusions that impacts
on utilities, public services, and public schools are “less than signif-
icant” hold up under scrutiny. Certainly, Facebook employees are
dispersed over a wide area and are not expected to cause a run-up
in local real estate prices or contribute substantially to enrollment
at elementary and high schools, but over time that could change.
The company is already working with developers to design housing
in Belle Haven to accommodate the influx of workers.

And finally, despite the impact report’s conclusion that there’s
negligible impact on fire and police services, the fire district has
prepared a lengthy memo disputing that conclusion. More person-
nel and equipment will be needed to serve the two campuses, the
district says, and that costs money. The city and Facebook will need
to respond to the district before a final EIR is approved.

On the upside, the day before the EIR was released, Facebook
shared an economic impact study that shows its presence will bring
a substantial boost in new jobs, retail spending and other economic
activity, including a demand for 14,000 hotel room nights per year.
If true, such hotel use would generate $1.95 million a year in Menlo
Park and $3 million a year in the county, as well as $300,000 a year
in room taxes for the city of Menlo Park.

The reports will take time to digest, and are available for viewing
at Menlo Park City Hall until Jan. 23 and also online. The Plan-
ning Commission begins public hearings on the DEIR on Monday,
Jan. 9. The commission will also consider Facebook’s proposal to
replace the 3,600-employee-cap at the former Sun campus with
a limit on vehicle trips to 2,600 during any two-hour period and

ing to the DEIR. The city needs to look hard at whether Facebook

LETTERS

Our readers write

Ladera asks for hard
cap on school lease

Editor:

On Dec. 14, the Las Lomi-
tas Elementary School District
governing board will decide
whether or not to impose a
binding limit of 325 students on
the next long-term tenant of the
former Ladera School.

An unambiguous, binding cap
is the only way that Laderans
can be assured that school traffic
and parking are safe and do not
grind our only two entry/exit
streets to a halt every morning
and afternoon.

At its November meeting, the
board evaded including the cap,
even though the district’s repre-
sentatives committed to doing
SO at a community meeting at
the Ladera Recreation Center in
October. This commitment was
also covered by the Almanac in
early November.

On Wednesday night, if the
district does not include the
325-student cap as a binding and
material term in their require-
ments of the successful bidder,
the future tenant, along with the
district, can be assured of one
thing: Laderans will vigorously
work to protect our neighbor-
hood during every step of the
county permitting process.
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15,000 per day.

Our Regional

Heritage

In 1938, Pacific Greyhound Lines
moved its depot and cafe to 1181
El Camino Real (between Santa
Cruz and Oak Grove avenues) in
Menlo Park, and christened one
of their new coaches “The City

of Menlo Park.” Mayor James

E. Cooper accepted the city’s
namesake bus, saying that Pacific
Greyhound had played a key

role in developing Menlo Park by
bringing thousands of people to
the community every year.

Menlo Park Historical Association

It would be far better to have
clear, unambiguous terms in the
lease bidding package. The only
way to ensure that happens is for
the board to include this in their
resolution on Wednesday.

Lennie Roberts
Co-Chair, District Advisory
Committee

Menlo Park falling short
on Facebook review

Editor:

The city of Menlo Park has
taken the responsibility as the
lead agency for the environmental
impact review of the proposed
Facebook expansion. This expan-
sion involves 6,600 employees to
occupy the East Campus (former
Sun Microsystems site) and 2,800
employees on the West Campus.

No employee cap is proposed as
part of the project.

A lead agency is required by
law to examine the impacts of
the propose project on all of the
other impacted entities. Yet the
draftimpact report blatantly states
that this very substantial project
will have NO impacts (mitiga-
tions — “none required”) on the
city of East Palo Alto, the town of
Atherton, the school districts or
the Menlo Park Fire Protection
District. This is exactly the posture
that the city of Menlo Park took
with the Gateway Project.

In its haste to approve this project
and to enhance the city’s revenues,
Menlo Park is riding roughshod
over all of the other impacted enti-
ties. It seems that the only alterna-
tive for the other impacted entities
is to sue the city of Menlo Park in

order to require it to properly fulfill
its lead agency responsibilities. The
city runs the very real risk of hav-
ing this project delayed for months
if not years unless it starts fulfilling
its lead agency responsibilities.
Peter Carpenter
Larch Drive, Atherton

Bike coalition urges
county to accept funds

Editor:

On Dec. 1, I shared this letter
with the San Mateo County Board
of Supervisors. The letter repre-
sents the position of the Silicon
Valley Bicycle Coalition on the
Alpine Road trail.

We encourage the Board of
Supervisors to accept a portion of

See LETTERS, next page



VIEWPOINT

By Martin Engel

s early as 2003, when Menlo Park was
Atahreatened with grade separations that would have
chieved what the high-speed rail authority is now
threatening to do on the Caltrain corridor, there was hardly
any opposition.

The City Council promoted this idea aggressively, and
refused to hear any opposing opinions.

By 2004, high-speed rail began to lurk seriously in the
Sacramento legislative background. It was opposed by Gov.
Schwarzenegger — that is until 2008, when he “flip-flopped”
and supported it.

From those early days, the onlylocal vocal opposition came
from three people, who spoke before the City Council, wrote
angry letters to all the local papers that always were rejected,
to many elected officials, and seldom had opinion pieces
published by those local newspapers.

Those opposition voices went pretty much unheard. The
Almanag, initially favoring both rail separations and high-
speed rail, became convinced of how bad that would be for
Menlo Park, the Peninsula and California.

The Almanac published our guest opinion pieces and
letters to the editor. They published editorials, written by

High-speed rail critics have come a long way

GUEST
OPINION

their editor. They understood just how harmful this project
would be for us, and were not afraid to say so and have oth-
ers say so in their pages. Gradually their stance was followed
by other Midpeninsula newspapers and finally, today, the
main-stream media newspapers in the Bay Area have fol-
lowed suit.

The three of us (Mike Brady, Morris Brown and myself)
worked with a few legislative members (Republicans, as it
happens) who opposed high-speed rail and Proposition 1A
on the 2008 ballot.

We wrote drafts of the opposition for the ballot books.
Mike, the attorney, organized the three of us into a 401(c)3,
called DERAIL. We made numerous trips to Sacramento.
We had the pleasure of being publicly insulted by Rod Diri-
don.

Needless to say, we were among the Menlo Park minor-
ity that voted against Proposition 1A and this threatening
nightmare of a project, knowing full well what a disaster it
would be environmentally and financially.

We lost. Proposition 1A, which the Palo Alto City Council
supported unanimously with a resolution, passed. We con-
tinued to “politik” as vocally as we could against high-speed
rail. We rejected it through Menlo Park, on the Caltrain cor-
ridor, and in California.

Most newspapers, until the most recent three or four
months, supported this project by parroting the rail authority
press releases. At first, state Sen. Joe Simitian wouldn’t even
listen to us. Now, finally, things are different. There is a daily
media outpouring of high-speed rail criticism. There are a
number of lawsuits pending against the rail authority.

Im trudging out all this history, not for any personal
reasons; I'm too old to really care. (P'm long past career
building.) But, it’s to remind everyone of how long this fight
has taken to bring us to this point: whereas last year’s polls
continued to find more Californians sympathetic to high-
speed rail, things are different now.

The media now do their due diligence from reliable sourc-
es, not the rail authority press releases. Numerous govern-
ment agencies in Sacramento, the Legislative Analysts’ Office
the most prominent, have been courageously critical of the
project and its mismanagement. The newest Field Poll now
shows that a majority of Californians oppose this project.

It’s about time! I just hope that it’s not too late. I might
point out that four years after having unanimously sup-
ported high-speed rail, the Palo Alto City Council now
unanimously opposes it.

“Ye shall know the truth; and the truth shall set ye free!”

You're welcome.

Martin Engel lives on Stone Pine Lane in
Menlo Park and is a longtime critic
of the high-speed rail project.

LETTERS

Continued from previous page

the money offered by Stanford in
regard to the Lower Alpine trail to
study various alternatives regard-

tion would request to be involved
in the plan review and offers our
expertise in cycling infrastructure
to provide constructive feedback
to San Mateo County regarding
trail design and implementation.
Corinne Winter
president and executive director

ing a multi-use path.

We recognize that the existing
substandard trail alongside Alpine
Road is currently being utilized by

Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition

YOUR GIFT SOLUTION

children, families, and recreation-

1]

i b
al cyclists and walkers/joggers. |
We believe that the current trail is . &
unsafe, and believe that San Mateo EL smmeeen

County should accept money
from Stanford University to study
various options connected with
improving bicycle and pedestrian
travel in the Alpine corridor.

While Stanford’s money may
only be available for the design and
construction of off-road multi-use
trails, we also urge the county to
maintain its focus on the on-road
cycling infrastructure in this cor-
ridor. We ask the county to sup-
porta study that examines further
improvements to the Alpine Road/
Interstate 280 interchange. Public
Works staff has already pro-
posed several relatively inexpen-
sive improvements to the inter-
change — however, there may be
opportunities to incorporate more
significant intersection improve-
ments into a more comprehensive
corridor study.

Silicon Valley Bicycle Coali-
tion members have significant
concerns regarding the design Vhe
of the trail. We encourage San / re al
Mateo County staff to investi-
gate innovative design standards,
such as the National Association
of City Transportation Officials
(NACTO) guidelines, in identify-
ing alternatives for the multi-use
path. The study should include a
safety analysis for trail users.

In studying the Lower Alpine Cl
Trail redesign options, the Coali-

"n

Matched
CareGivers

“There’s no plce
like home.”

WWW.mdicheacaregivers.com

For more info, visit www.

Hlllsdale Shopping Center gift Cards from AMEX
$1.00 fee per card and fee FREE after a purchase of
10 cards. Now thru December 24th.

PPING CHOICES

Designer Shoe Wharehouse
« White House | Black Market * Forever 21 Mega Store
*The Cheesecake Factory AND 120 MORE. y;(

Extended holiday, shoppini
photos with Santa, gift wra

HILLSDALE

5, SHOPPING CENTER

Nordstrom, Macy’s and Sears plus 120 fine stores. Off Hwy. 101 at Hillsdale Blvd.
9 in San Mateo. Call for extended holiday hours. 650.345.8222. www.hillsdale.com.
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DRE# 00868362

2969 Woodside Road
Woodside, CA 94062

650.888.8199

Offered at $11,900,000
www.scottdancer.com

The Buck Estate, Woodside
Scott Dancer
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