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To All of our Clients, a Very Heartfelt Thank You for a Successful 2011.
We Look Forward to Helping You with All of Your Real Estate Needs throughout the New Year.
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Lima Bear series co-author Peter Weck and his three girls.

Photo by Melinda Weck (Peter’s wife)

Bedtime stories with a message

Father, son collaborate on three books for children

By Jane Knoerle
Almanac Lifestyle Editor

eter Weck grew up enjoy-
Ping his father’s bedtime

stories about Lima Bear
and his friends. Now the father
of three little girls, he has teamed
up with his dad to capture these
and other stories in print.

Peter Weck lives in Atherton.
His father, Thomas Weck, lives
in Wilmington, Delaware. They
have collaborated on three books
for children, ages 4 to 8, that not
only make good bedtime read-
ing, but carry a message.

“Lima Bear Press has a very
straightforward mission: to
publish children’s stories that
are engaging, imaginative, and
humorous while each carries an
important life message, such as
tolerance, honesty, or courage,”
the publisher said.

In the first book in the series,
“The Megasaurus,” the bean-
shaped bears of Beandom are
under attack by a monster who
loves eating beans. The king-
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dom’s wise owls all have ideas
on how to get rid of the monster,
but an ordinary bear, L. Joe
Bean, provides the solution. The
message? Learn to follow your
own convictions, even when
others think differently.

Each book also includes an
“extend the learning” page and
an activity page.

“The Megasaurus,” “The Cave
Monster,” and
“How Back-
Back Got his
Name” are
the first three
titles in the
Lima Bear
Stories series
published this
year by Lima
Bear Press. The
authors are planning 10 books
for the series.

The dust-jacketed hardcover
books are handsomely illustrat-
ed by Len DiSalvo, who teaches
art illustration and animation at
the Art Center Design College in
Tucson, Arizona.

Thomas Weck

Peter Weck, whose daughters
are now 2, 4 and 6, grew up on
the bedtime stories his father
told about Lima Bear and his
friends. “I memorized every
word. And when he changed a
story, even a little bit, I would
correct him,” he says with a
laugh.

Mr. Weck, a resident of Ather-
ton since 2003, has lived in the
Bay Area since 1989. He grew
up in Madison, New Jersey, and
came west to attend Cal Berke-
ley.

After working at Hewlett-
Packard, he founded his first
startup company in 1996. He is
currently CEO of StoryJumper, a
web-based company that enables
anyone to create and illustrate
children’s stories. He also serves
on the board of the Menlo Park
Library Foundation.

He says his goal is to help chil-
dren foster a love for creating,
reading and listening to stories.

Thomas Weck is the former

See PETER WECK, page 11
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Language Pacifica, an intensive English (ESL) school for adults,
is looking for 1-12 week hosts for our students coming from
over 25 countries worldwide. Bring an international flair to your home!
$850/month with breakfast and dinner
or $650/month without meals. Arrival dates vary.

Call for more information.
We look forward to hearing from you!

LANGUAGE PAcIFicA
585 Glenwood Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 321-1840
www.languagepacifica.com
esl@languagepacifica.com

A TASTE oF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana

2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View
(650) 938-2020

Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

Connoisseur (offee (o.

2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City
(650) 369-5250 9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat.

Coftee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

~ALLIED ARTS
=% GUILD

- ' 75 ARBOR RD - MENLO PARK

Artisan Shop_& Studiose Scenic Gardens
Historical Architecture ® Events & Meeting Facilities

ALLIED ARTS HOLIDAY ANNEX NOW OPEN!

December 3rd Christmas Market 10-5pm
and December 4th Children’s Holiday Party 1-3 p.m.

For more details, please see our website:
www.alliedartsguild.org Or Call (650) 322-2405

café primavera (650) 321-8810
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[ocal Deals

Good for Business. Good for You.
Good for the Community.

/ Go to ShopMenloPark.com to \
browse special offers, events and

new marketplace items from these
featured local merchants

MaenlaDarvle

Kicks
Estetica Skincare By Kasia

Kepler’s Books and Magazines

Support Local Business

Cheeky Monkey Toys
When you shop locally, good things happen to make
our community stronger: Flegel’s Furniture

e Sales tax dollars, which fund schools and local e You reduce your carbon footprint by not

services, stay in the community. driving outside the community to shop.
1/
e You help to sustain the unique and diverse e And when you shop at locally owned Gerry S Ca kes
businesses that make our shopping areas businesses, you also support our friends and
vibrant. neighbors who are running these businesses,
donating to community events and causes, An n's coffee Shop
* You show how much you value the expertise hiring our kids and getting involved in making
of these businesses and the quality service Menlo Park a better place. . )
they offer their customers. N -

Learn more about the value
of locally owned businesses
at ShopMenloPark.com

A community collaboration
brought to you by

j‘i@ n-Almanac %

For more information
call 650.223.6509

Available in a mobile version
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By Almanac Staff
hat happened in
20112 The better
question might be:
What didn’t happen?
Menlo Park
Not much happened in Men-
lo Park this year. OK, maybe a
little happened.

Let’s start with the news
no one has heard: Facebook
moved to Menlo Park! The
social networking giant took up
residence at the old Sun/Oracle
Campus now known as 1 Hack-
er Way. The blessings the move
will confer on the city remain
to be seen, but according to the
environmental impact report
for the planned campus expan-
sion, they include the potential
for snarled traffic alongside the
economic benefits.

Both the El Camino Real/
downtown specific plan and
high-speed rail got more
expensive this year: the specific
plan to the tune of $225,980,
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to make community-inspired
changes, and high-speed rail by
at least $62.5 billion.

On the other hand, unions
cost less, as the council nego-
tiated pay freezes and ben-
efit cuts for city employees,
bringing Menlo Park closer
to implementing Measure L,
the pension reform initiative
passed in 2010. Several senior
staff won’t be around to see
the impact: City Manager Glen
Rojas, Public Works Director
Kent Steffens, and Business
Development Director David
Johnson all rode off into the
sunset.

The year also brought trag-
edies as drive-by shootings,
bicycle accidents, and a labora-
tory explosion killed people
within the community.

The Menlo Park review
would not be complete without
revisiting one of the wackier
campaign moments in recent
memory. What appeared to be
the missing cellphone of John

T
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Carl Clark waited 66 years for recognition of his courageous actions.

TON |

Woodell, husband of Coun-
cilwoman Kirsten Keith and
a figure in local Democratic
circles, mysteriously turned
up in a neighbor’s bushes next
to an uprooted campaign sign
for Republican Virginia Chang
Kiraly. Mr. Woodell has assured
the public that he would never
mess with a campaign sign.

Ms. Kiraly, along with fellow
newcomer Rob Silano, won a
seat on the Menlo Park Fire
Protection District Board. Both
victors were endorsed by local
unions despite supporting pen-
sion reform, which may have
helped them beat incumbent
Bart Spencer, who lost the seat
he’d held on the board for 12
years.

Atherton

The word of the year in Ather-
ton is “interim.” It’s a word that
reflects a year of uncommon
change in Town Hall adminis-
tration and promises continuing
shifts and adjustments in 2012.
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Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg checks out the emerging
new vision of Belle Haven as the yellow team turns the communityis
wish list into realistic designs. Standing next to him is Facebookis
director of real estate, John Tenanes, and at the far right, Menlo
Parkis business development manager Dave Johnson listens to the
discussion.

The year unfolded with the
Jan. 3 assumption of city man-
agement duties, on an interim
basis, by John Danielson, a
retired former city manager
of Elk Grove and Wildomar,
California. At year’s end, four
top administrative jobs in the

town, including city manager,
are held by interim employees.

But other words also aptly

describe Atherton’s employment
scene over the last 12 months
— for example: “shock,” and

See TOP STORIES, page 8

Carl Clark belatedly honored
for World War II heroism

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

arl Clark, a 95-year-old

African-American war vet-

eran and longtime Menlo
Park resident, received an early
Christmas gift Thursday after-
noon, Dec. 22, in the form of a
phone call from Congresswoman
Anna Eshoo: Mr. Clark will be rec-
ognized, for his heroic, life-saving
actions 66 years ago, aboard a ship
attacked by kamikaze planes dur-
ing World War 1I, the congress-
woman informed him.

Ms. Eshoo had been informed
of the development that after-
noon as well, and following her
phone call, her office sent out
a news release hailing the deci-
sion by the U.S. Navy to award
the Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal with the
Combat Distinguishing Device
for his heroism in the aftermath
of the May 3, 1945, attack on the
USS Aaron Ward.

“Today I'm proud to announce
Carl Clark is at long last being
properly acknowledged by his
country as a true American hero

who has saved the lives of many
of his shipmates and played an
undeniably significant role”
in saving the Aaron Ward, she
wrote.

“It is a singular privilege to be
in a position to correct the record
for those who have fought to
preserve our freedoms,” she said.
“Carl Clark served our nation
during a time when the Navy was
deeply segregated and a culture
of racism was prevalent.

“His courage stands as a symbol
of the greatness of our nation, and
this award, also given to Senator
John McCain, calls out Mr. Clark
as a true American hero.”

Saving the ship

The belated recognition is large-
ly the result of Congresswoman
Eshoo’s efforts over the last two
years, and Mr. Clark, reached
by phone in his Belle Haven
home late Thursday afternoon,
acknowledged those efforts.

“It makes me feel so grate-
ful that somebody had enough
faith in what I did and what it
meant to our country,” he told

December 28, 2011

the Almanac.

Mr. Clark joined the Navy in
the 1930s, when blacks could
serve only as mess attendants —
essentially, officers’ servants, he
explained.

He was one of six black men
aboard the Aaron Ward when
it was attacked around sunset
by six kamikaze planes, which
turned the ship “into a junk-
yard,” Mr. Clark said in an
earlier interview. He was also
the only black man in an eight-
person damage-control unit,
which was to spring into action
during any attack to put out fires
and take on other urgent roles.

When the first signs of the
attack were apparent, Mr. Clark
recalled, the seven other men
in the unit huddled in one area
of the deck, yards away from
him. When the first plane hit,
all seven men were killed. Mr.
Clark was flung up against an
overhead structure, breaking
his collarbone; his helmet and
shoes were blown off his body.

See WAR HERO, page 9
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SATSUMA
MANDARINS

COOKED FRESH - @MARKE

LOCAL CRABS

On Sale Grocery

MARTINELLI SPARKLI

25 0Z. — PLUS CALIF. REDEEM VALUE

NABISCO

WHEAT THINS 526_9

9 0Z.—ALSO TRISCUITS

TILLAMOOK CHEDDAR
CHEESE 5 0z 81

Deli Department

99:
99.

BARTLETT PEARS

CRISP & SEEDLESS
ENGLISH CUCUMBERS

SMOKED
SUNONDP 9 ] 49—ﬁ
ROBERTS

PRICE CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGE $49_ﬁ

PRIME RIB WITH BONE Slloq_ﬁ

NG CIDER

ORE IDA
BAGEL BITES 5 count

GALAXY
GRANOLA 120z

5169
$369

$949

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Celebrate with a Party Platter from Roberts Market!

We ca

rry an assortment of platters:
Sandwiches
Cheeses
Meats
Fruits
Vegetables

Come in and see us at Roberts Market in Woodside or Portola Valley.

Wine and Spirits

Pa.l'tYWines Are you entertaining during

2010 Three Pears Pinot Grigio, California

the holidays, but don't want to blow your budget? Reg. $9.99...........ccvvuvvueuncn. Sale $7.99
Here are a few fun and delicious values that will 5910 Dreyer Sonoma Chardonnay, Sonoma County

allow you to live-it-up and stay on budget.

2010 Jacques Pelvas Brut Rosé, France

Reg. $10.99......rrvvvvveer. Sale $8.99

2010 Louis Jadot Beaujolais —Villages

Reg. $10.99........vvvooeerrrrn. Sale $8.99 Reg. $10.99.........cccoooue..... Sale $8.99

2010 Fantinel Rosé, Vino Spumante

2009 La Bastide St. Dominique Cotes du Rhone

Reg. $12.99...oovvvvvvvvvrrernnns Sale $10.99 Reg. $13.99.......ccccouue... Sale $11.99
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Council appeals to agency
to keep interim manager

By Barbara Wood

Special to the Almanac

ne of the few things the
Owarring Atherton City

Council members can
agree on is that they like the job
John Danielson, the interim city
manager, is doing for them.

According to state law govern-
ing retired public employees,
however, he’s already worked
for the town for the maximum
term of a year that a retiree
may work for the same public
employer while receiving retire-
ment benefits.

In order to try to get around
the rule, the council voted
on Dec. 21 to send a letter
of appeal to the state Public
Employees’ Retirement Sys-
tem (CalPERS) board asking
that Mr. Danielson, a retired
city manager of Elk Grove, be
allowed to stay in Atherton for
up to one more year.

The letter paints a dire picture
of the current state of staffing in
Atherton’s town offices.

“At present, the key positions
of Police Chief, Finance Direc-
tor, Public Works Director, and
Building Official are filled with
interim or new contract employ-
ees,” the letters says. “We have
no Assistant City Manager, no
City Clerk, and 13 of 16 general
employees were laid off due to

H ATHERTON

financial constraints. In short,
we are in the middle of a fis-
cal restructuring that has been
orchestrated and planned by Mr.
Danielson.”

In fact, the original letter pre-
sented to the council was so dire
that newly-appointed mayor Bill
Widmer, who must sign the let-
ter, asked to have it toned down.
“If I need to sign it I would like it
to be true,” Mr. Widmer said. “I
think we could be a little softer
with our analysis of the current
situation.”

Council member Elizabeth
Lewis came up with an accept-
able solution: Instead of saying
the “situation has actually dete-
riorated during the past year,” she
suggested the letter say “it has got-
ten better because of city manager
John Danielson’s leadership.”

Mayor Widmer said he hopes
it will take far less than a year to
find a permanent city manager.

The letter says that Mr. Dan-
ielson may also be needed by the
town to respond to lawsuits that
have been filed during his ten-
ure. City attorney William Con-
ners said the suits were filed by
some of the employees laid off
by the town during the last year
when Atherton contracted out
most of its building and public
works jobs. B

Council sets rules for
new library in the park

By Barbara Wood

Special to the Almanac

s consultants prepare
to analyze the environ-
mental impacts of the

new library proposed for town-
owned Holbrook-Palmer Park,
the Atherton City Council has
clarified three aspects of the
project.

The actual library design will
not be determined until the
environmental impact report
is completed and Atherton resi-
dents have had their say about
what they want to see in the
new library. In order to make
the EIR as complete as possible,
however, it needs to look at the
“worst-case scenarios” for pos-
sible library designs.

Council members agreed at
their Dec. 21 meeting that the
new library, whatever its final
size, will not occupy more than
10,000 square feet of park space
— an area about 5,000-square-
feet less than now occupied by
the park’s main house and the
patios, walkways and parking
areas surrounding it.

The library could be more
than 10,000 square feet if it is
more than one story.

The council also agreed that
the library should be located as
far away from the park’s historic
water tower as possible within
the area where the main house
currently is.

The town will update the
current master plan for the
park, the 2005 “Schematic
Landscape Master Plan,” to
show the proposed footprint of
anew libraryin the park as well
as showing the existing main
house building replaced with
a library and the associated
changes in the public use of the
space.

The existing 82-year-old,
4,790-square-foot library build-
ing, located near the town cen-
ter, could be reused for public
uses ranging from town offices,
records storage, an art center,
school or senior center.

The building would probably
be classified as historic, so it
would be difficult to get permis-
sion to demolish it. &
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College district asked for
$564 million, but quietly

B Monetary figure

left off all campaign
brochures asking voters
to approve bond measure.

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

voter might have been
Ahard pressed this fall to

determine how much
money was on the table with
respect to Measure H, a con-
struction bond measure pro-
posed by the San Mateo County
Community College District.

The district was asking prop-
erty owners for $564 million
plus interest, which typically
doubles the debt. The figure
appeared in official election
materials, but not in the dis-
trict’s direct-mail campaign,
which included at least six slick,
expansive, full-color direct mail
pieces.

Voters rejected the measure
by a narrow margin on Nov. 8.
Previous bond measures raised
$675 million, and Measure H
was the third request since 2001
for the district’s three colleges:
Canada College in Woodside,
Skyline College in San Bruno,
and the College of San Mateo in
San Mateo.

To pass, such measures need
a 55 percent majority, not the
two-thirds normally needed to
increase a tax. Voters granted
this privilege to school construc-
tion bonds in 2001, and Measure
H just missed the mark, passing

with 53.09 percent.

Had it passed, property own-
ers would have paid about $13
a year for every $100,000 of a
property’s assessed value for the
life of the bonds, typically 30
years.

In waging the direct mail cam-
paign, the committee Citizens
for Support of Community Col-
leges in San Mateo County spent
$140,000 on production costs,
according to finance reports and
confirmed by spokesman James
Keller, the interim president of
Canada College.

What direct mail said and
did not say was the committee’s
responsibility, Mr. Keller said.
Also on the committee were the
president of the College of San
Mateo, the district chancellor,
district communications direc-
tor, and all five district board
members.

Why didn’t the total indebted-
ness figure appear? “I thought
we were trying to emphasize
what we needed (the money)
for,” Mr. Keller replied.

Direct mail is “campaign per-
suasion material,” 2011 board
President Richard Holober said
in a telephone interview.

But $564 million in tax rev-
enues for a public agency? Is
that not an important detail? “I
don’t agree with you, but you’re
entitled to your opinion,” Mr.
Holober said.

Mr. Keller substantially agreed.
The voter, he said, can find the
total indebtedness on the ballot

itself. Might a direct mail piece
have more impact than a ballot
statement? “Don’t you read (the
ballot)?” Mr. Keller asked.

On the ballot, the total appears
as $564,000,000 and is located
11 lines down and 54 words
into a 77-word sentence devoted
to what can be done with the
money and how it will be looked
after. Lawyers write such ballot
statements, Mr. Holober said.

By leaving “$564 million”
out of direct mail, the commit-
tee was counting on voters not
caring about total indebtedness
because they want to help carry
on the college district’s substan-
tial contributions to the county;,
Mr. Keller said. “We’re all fairly
optimistic,” he said in describ-
ing the committee. “We’re very
proud of what (the district) has
done.”

What voters care about, politi-
cal campaign consultants say, is
the bottom line for them and
their families, Mr. Holober said.
Figures in millions of dollars
“have no meaning” to voters, he
said.

“In hindsight, we probably
would have gotten a higher ‘yes’
if we had spelled out the cost per
$100,000 (of assessed value),” he
said.

Asked to comment, Jack Hick-
ey, a Libertarian and an opponent
of most tax increases, said that
stating the total indebtedness of
Measure H would have raised

See BOND MEASURE, page 10

Archdiocese says Myers cannot act as a priest

B Church silent

on review board’s
investigation of former
St. Raymond pastor.

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

lthough the San Francisco
AArchdiocese declared the

findings of its indepen-
dent review board (IRB) a
“personnel issue” and thus confi-
dential, a spokesman confirmed
that Father William Myers can
no longer act as a priest.

A pastor at St. Raymond’s
Catholic Church, Father Myers
was put on administrative leave
amonth after the church learned
about an incident on April
19, when the priest followed a
17-year-old boy into a dressing
room at a Ross Dress for Less in
San Francisco, according to the
church.

Describing the encounter as

a “boundary violation,” George
Wesolek, spokesman for the
archdiocese, said no physical
contact occurred. The San Fran-
cisco District Attorney’s Office
said it decided not to press
charges against Father Myers for
lack of corroboration, and that
no further allegations had sur-
faced during the investigation.

Mr. Wesolek said the pastor,
when confronted by church
officials, admitted struggling
with a sexual addiction to adults
and receiving therapy for sexual
identity issues while serving in
Stockton. More than a month
passed before the church found
out about the incident via a
source who tipped off the arch-
diocese on May 26.

The Almanac obtained church
assignment records showing
that Father Myers took leave
from the Diocese of Stockton
from 1996 to 2000, but the
records don’t say why.

Bishop Stephen Blaire of
Stockton said that while the
diocese knew Father Myers had
undergone therapy, “at no time
was it suggested or otherwise
reported to the Diocese that the
therapy was in any way related
to sexual conduct with minors.”
According to church officials,
he also received treatment fol-
lowing his removal from St.
Raymond.

Ordained in 1988, Father
Myers joined St. Raymond four
years ago after transferring
from St. Brendan Church in
San Francisco. The archdiocese
repeatedly refused to confirm
whether he kept an apartment in
the city in addition to his parish
lodgings in Menlo Park.

“What can be said is this, Wil-
liam Myers cannot act as a
priest,” Mr. Wesolek said via
email. “More importantly, he
will not return to St. Ray-
mond’s.” &

Peninsﬁla School

NURSERY THROUGH 8TH GRADE + PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION SINCE 1925

We believe education can be
engaging and joyous.

¢ Celebrating arts and academics
*« Working together to cultivate curiosity and imagination
* Strong community building
* Focusing on the process of learning
* Low student teacher ratio, small class size

OPEN HOUSE
Nursery, Kindergarten, First Grade
Saturday, November 5, 10-11:30 a.m.
Children welcome.

SCHOOL TOURS
October 13, November 3, December 1 and 8,
January 5 and 12, beginning at 10:00 a.m.
Parents only please—registration not required.

For an appointment, please call (650) 325-1584, ext. 5
APPLICATION DEADLINE: JANUARY 20, 2012

920 PENINSULA WAY, MENLO PARK, CA | 650.325.1584
WWW.PENINSULASCHOOL.ORG

Photo: Marc Silber

TOWN OF WOODSIDE

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR
PLANNING COMMISSION

Districts 1, 5 and 7

The Planning Commission participates in the
administration of the planning laws and policies of
the Town. It is responsible for recommending to the
Town Council ordinances and resolutions necessary to
implement the General Plan and adopted development
policy. The Commission also conducts necessary
public hearings to administer the planning laws and
policies of the Town and acts upon applications for
zoning amendments, conditional use permits, variances,
subdivisions and other related functions as may be
assigned by the Council.

The Planning Commission meets on the first and third
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.; Commissioners are appointed
for a four-year term; one member is appointed from each
Council district. A listing of district addresses is provided
on the Town’s web site at www.woodsidetown.org, Town
Hall, Planning, Planning Commission, Districts.

Interested residents may request information and
applications Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM-12noon
and 1-5:00 PM at Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, at
the Town’s web site, www.woodsidetown.org, Residents,
Volunteer Opportunities, or telephone the Town Clerk
at (650) 851-6790. Deadline for applications is Friday,
January 13, 2012, 5:00 PM.
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continued from page 5

“anger,” and “uncertainty” as
the town laid off 13 of its 16 gen-
eral employees, giving their jobs
in the building and public works
departments to private outside
contractors and weathering a
court challenge of the actions.

Mr. Danielson, supported by a
unanimous City Council, main-
tained throughout the turmoil
of the July and August layoffs
that the actions were needed
to return the town to fiscal
stability. The savings from the
staffing cuts would go a long
way, he said, toward closing an
estimated $856,000 structural
deficit in the town’s budget — a
deficit Mr. Danielson was tasked
with fixing before his temporary
job ran its course.

Meanwhile, an interim public
works director, Michael Kashi-
wagi, was hired in the spring
after public works director Dun-
can Jones announced his retire-
ment in April after eight years on
the job. Mr. Kashiwagi still holds
the position, and it’s unclear
when the town intends to find a
permanent replacement.

In July, Police Chief Mike
Guerra announced his retire-
ment after less than two years on
the job, and the town simultane-
ously announced the appoint-
ment of Ed Flint as interim police
chief, a position he still holds.

In late October, Finance Direc-
tor Louise Ho, one of only a
handful of full-time, permanent
employees left in Town Hall
after the summer layoffs, unex-
pectedly announced her retire-
ment, effective late November.
By Dec. 9, the town had brought
in an interim finance director,
Debra Auker.

When Mr. Danielson arrived
in town, he told the Almanac he
hoped he could finish the tasks
the council handed him in six
months. As the year ends, the
City Council is scrambling to
extend his contract for up to
one more year, although such a
move must be approved by the
state’s public retirement agency
— CalPERS —to do so if Mr.
Danielson is to continue collect-
ing a pension.

If Mr. Danielson remains in
Atherton beyond Jan. 2, when
his contract as interim manager
expires, one of his chief duties
will be to take the “interim” out
of the city management post by
recruiting a permanent leader
for the town.

Woodside

Baseball and peanuts, cheese
and crackers, horses and car-
riages — some things are meant
to be together, like trees and
Woodside. Reflective of trees’
standing in town, the estab-
lished penalty for felling a

significant tree without having
first obtained a $60 permit runs
$5,000, with the next tree cost-
ing $7,500, and $10,000 apiece
thereafter.

Two Woodside households in
2011 ran afoul of this law, but
no one had the book thrown at
them. The council discussed the
matter several times and took
note of lower fines in nearby
communities, but a reasonable
penalty that actually deters
people is yet to be enacted.

The council opted to continue
a precedent set in 2009, when a
couple faced at least $92,000 in
fines, but the council levied a
fine of just $10,000 for cutting
10 significant Coast Live Oaks.
(A tree is significant in Wood-
side if it measures at least 9.5
inches in diameter at 48 inches
above ground.)

In the first 2011 case, resolved
in July, the council fined the
couple $5,000 for one buckeye,
but nothing for seven bay lau-
rels, which can transmit sudden
oak death. By the book, the
council could have demanded
$72,500.

The second 2011 case, also
addressed in July, could have
included a $42,500 fine but end-
ed up at $11,074, the appraised
value of one blue gum eucalyp-
tus and four Monterey cypress
trees. The council suspended
the fine if the couple fol-
lowed through with a replanting
scheme at their expense.

Dec. 13 to reject Stanford’s mon-
ey, echoing precedents set in
2006 and 2010 when unanimous
votes by the board accomplished
the same thing. But this time the
offer expires Dec. 31.

The project included a sea of
troubles from the point of view
of Stanford Weekend Acres resi-
dents, and they took up arms of
resistance in the form of impas-
sioned rhetoric, whenever the
opportunity arose, as it did in
community forums in October,
November and December.

Among the troubles: a crazily
inconsistent public right of way,

Almanac fiile photo by Dave Boyce

This narrow, old and inconsistent path along the south side of
Alpine Road is considered unsafe, but on Dec. 13 San Mateo County
supervisors rejected, for the third and probably final time, Stanford
University's offer of an inflation-adjusted $10.4 million to fix it. Many
residents of Ladera decried the decision to turn down a gift of millions,
but most residents of Stanford Weekend Acres welcomed it, citing the
many complexities it presents for their neighborhood.

County trail

After five years, the time
for choosing came in 2011 for
Stanford University’s offer of
$10.4 million to improve an old
trail along Alpine Road between
Portola Valley and Menlo Park.
To be, or not to be: that was the
question. The answer: not to be
(barring a revised vote before
year’s end by the San Mateo
County Board of Supervisors).

The supervisors voted 3-2 on
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intense high-speed commute
traffic, complex neighborhood
exit and entries, freeway ramp
and creek bank issues that raised
questions as to whether $10
million was enough, and a deep
mistrust of Stanford’s inten-
tions.

Equally impassioned were
advocates, many from Ladera,
who urged the supervisors to
take the money and use a couple
hundred thousand dollars to at

Almanac photo by Michelle Le
Community activists won a battle against the San Francisco Public
Utilities Commission’s plan to cut down Granny, a centuries-old heritage
oak tree in North Fair Oaks. In October the commission agreed to tunnel
a water pipeline under the tree to make room for a new Hetch Hetchy
water pipeline.

least study the possibilities for
what is widely acknowledged
to be an unsafe path. Stop the
unjustified allegations that the
trail cannot be made safe and get
facts to work with, they argued.

At long last, they said, the
supervisors should take the
long view and use this opportu-
nity to finally fix the problems
of getting children, dogs and
families, by foot, by scooter, by
bike, safely from Portola Valley,
Ladera and Weekend Acres into
Menlo Park and Stanford.

The troubles remain. Perhaps
the supervisors can end some of
them, as board President Carole
Groom proposed, by repairing
the cracks and bumps in the
path and seeking grants for
additional work.

Community college
district

In a first for school bond mea-
sures, voters rejected Measure H,
which needed only a 55 percent
majority — not the two-thirds
majority normally needed to
increase a tax — which would
have raised $564 million in
construction funding for the
San Mateo County Community
College District.

The Nov. 8 decision missed
the mark by just under two per-
centage points. The unofficial
tally from the county Elections
Office showed 53.09 percent,
or 48,933 voters, favoring the
measure while 46.91 percent, or
43,238 voters, opposed it.

Each of the three campuses —
Canada College in Woodside,
Skyline College in San Bruno
and the College of San Mateo
in San Mateo — have buildings
that are 40 to 50 years old, gov-
erning board members said, but
the 2008 economic meltdown
and the still-struggling econo-
my may have made Measure H
unpalatable.

Asked to justify another half-
billion dollars of indebtedness,

board members noted the need
for up-to-date science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math cur-
riculums, and that the district
lost $200 million in state fund-
ing in 2006, and $25 million in
2008 when Lehman Brothers
investment bank collapsed.

Measure H would also have
allowed bond funds to replace
$2 million in annual mainte-
nance expenses, enabling the
district to enroll 6,000 to 7,000
more students, about 10 percent
of whom would be full-time,
board member Richard Holober
told the Almanac.

Elementary schools

For the past few years, local
schools have faced several key
common challenges: painful
funding cutbacks, burgeon-
ing enrollment, and the need
to upgrade and expand facili-
ties. In 2011, another common
feature was added to the mix:
Three of the four elementary
school districts in the Almanac’s

coverage area have — or soon
will have — new superinten-
dents.

The year began with Ken Ranel-
la’s announcement that he was
retiring from his post as super-
intendent of the Menlo Park
City School District after nine
years. The school board quickly
launched a search, and in May,
announced that Maurice Ghy-
sels, former superintendent of the
Mountain View Whisman School
District, would take on the dis-
trict’s leadership effective July 1.

In recent years, the district
has been engaged in major
campus renovations at all four
schools, to culminate with a
massive reconstruction project
at Hillview Middle School,
which is scheduled for comple-
tion by the beginning of the
2012-13 school year.

In April, Woodside Elemen-
tary School’s superintendent
and principal, Diana Abbati,
announced she would be leaving
the district at the end of June to
take over as superintendent of
the Los Gatos Union School Dis-
trict. The five-school Los Gatos
district is considerably larger
than the Woodside district,
which has only one school.

With only months before the
start of a new school year, the
school board sprang into action,
and by July, announced that
Beth Polito would take over as
superintendent and principal.
Ms. Polito was assistant superin-
tendent of educational services
in the Saratoga Union School
District before beginning her
tenure in Woodside on Aug. 1.

The year is closing with the
announcement by Eric Hartwig
that he is retiring at the end of
the current school year from his

See TOP STORIES, next page



N EWS

WAR HERO

continued from page 5

The second plane’s hit “blew me
right across the ship.”

In spite of his injuries, Mr.
Clark grabbed a fire hose, usually
manned by a team of at least two,
and began a long fight against
the fires that were spreading on
board the ship. He carried the
hose, often by himself, some-
times watching as sailors jumped
overboard in an attempt to save
themselves. “I stayed with it until
the last plane hit,” he said.

A critical moment occurred
when a plane flew into the
ammunition locker, setting it
ablaze. Mr. Clark went into
the locker and put out the fire,
he said. A similar hit to the
ammunition locker on the USS
Little, part of the group of five
destroyers in the water that
night with the Aaron Ward, also
caused a fire. But that fire wasn’t
extinguished, and the resulting
explosion tore the ship in half,
causing it to sink. “T saw it go
down,” Mr. Clark said.

After the attack, Mr. Clark
worked through the night, sin-
gle-handedly carrying a number
of survivors to the medic ward,
in spite of his broken collar-
bone.

Although the ship’s captain
told Mr. Clark he would make
every effort to have him award-
ed for his heroism, those efforts
were unsuccessful. Mr. Clark,
supported by the historical
record of racism in the military,
attributes the denial of a com-
mendation to his race.

Two-year effort

Congresswoman Eshoo was
approached in 2009 by writ-
ing instructor Sheila Dunec,
who teaches local “life stories”
classes. It was in Ms. Dunec’s
World War II stories class that
Mr. Clark told the harrowing
story of the ship’s attack and his
unrecognized efforts to keep
the ship from turning into an
inferno and sinking.

After hearing the story, Ms.
Eshoo set out to ensure that

Mr. Clark’s heroism finally be
acknowledged.

She managed to secure tes-
timony from one of the few
surviving officers of the ship,
retired Navy Captain Lefteris
Lavrakas, and in a November
2010 letter she sent Secretary of
the Navy Ray Mabus, she wrote:
“The Aaron Ward became one of
only two ships in naval history to
endure so many kamikaze hits
and survive — and Carl Clark is
the reason why. (His) efforts that
night are why so many survived
and one of the main reasons the
ship did not capsize.”

She also asked Secretary
Mabus to expedite the review to
complete it by year’s end. In her
letter, she cites the comments
of retired Captain Lavrakas,
who recommended the award:
“Please hurry up, Carl and I are
both in our 90s and we need to
correct this injustice for Carl.”

Although it took an additional
year, the award is now on its way.
According to Congresswoman
Eshoo’s office, a local public
ceremony is being planned to
present the award sometime in
January.

Lucky — and grateful

Mr. Clark, a 57-year resident
of the Belle Haven neighbor-
hood, said he is deeply grateful
to Congresswoman Eshoo, and
also to Ms. Dunec for “starting
the ball rolling.”

“She’s the one who saw there
was something there (to recog-
nize), and I love her for it.”

Although he suffered a broken
hip two years ago, Mr. Clark
laughs when asked how his
health is now. “My health is
perfect — I don’t even catch a
cold,” he replied energetically.

“I thank God every morning
that I don’t have anything wrong
with me. The man’s looking
down on me.”

But Mr. Clark didn’t reserve
those sentiments for the here
and now. Referring to that hel-
lacious day 66 years ago, he
added: “T was lucky. God was
looking after me on that day,
too.” O
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post as superintendent of the
Las Lomitas School District. Mr.
Hartwig, who was principal at
Menlo-Atherton High School
for nine years, has led the two-
school Las Lomitas district for
nearly five years.

The school board has appoint-
ed a subcommittee to spearhead
a search for a new superinten-
dent to be in place by July.

Meanwhile, Tim Hanretty
in August began his second
school year as superintendent
of the two-school Portola Val-
ley School District, and doesn’t

appear to be going anywhere
anytime soon.

Among the district’s priorities
isa “21st Century Learning” pro-
gram that focuses on technology
in the classroom. And at Ormon-
dale School, a natural, but highly
unusual, phenomenon has led to
a development unique to local
public schools: With 70 boys and
36 girls at the third-grade level
— a 66 to 34 percent ratio — the
district launched three all-boy
classrooms in August. &

Almanac reporters Sandy Brund-
age, Dave Boyce and Renee Batti,
and photographer Michelle Le,
contributed to this report.

Town’s environmental committee
in the doghouse over website

By Barbara Wood

Special to the Almanac

ith accusations of
misconduct and mis-
use of funds flying,

Atherton’s City Council has
suspended one of its own com-
mittees, the Environmental
Programs Committee, until its
activities and finances can be
investigated.

The dispute began in Novem-
ber when council member Kathy
McKeithen discovered that the
website of the Environmental
Programs Committee contained
an argument against putting a
new town library in Holbrook-
Palmer Park.

In October, a split City Coun-
cil had voted to choose the park
as the “preferred site” for a new
library.

Ms. McKeithen, council mem-
ber Elizabeth Lewis, and resi-
dents Valerie Gardner and Frank
Merrill Jr. are the only current
members of the Environmental
Programs Committee. It has
openings for eight more mem-
bers.

After Ms. McKeithen com-

H ATHERTON

plained about the website, it
was taken down. According to
Ms. Gardner, the committee
returned $9,600 in sponsor-
ships, “because our website is
down and no longer providing
the visibility we committed to
our sponsors.”

In a report to the council,
Interim City Manager John
Danielson said Atherton resi-
dents had “questioned whether
the EPC represents the views
and opinions of the Town
Council or, is an independent
body creating opinion pieces on
local governance issues.”

“T have to say,” said council
member Jim Dobbie, “that ever
since I've been on the council
I've felt that the EPC has been
out of control.”

“Iwould certainly like to see it
disbanded,” he said.

But other council members
worried that if the committee was
eliminated the town would lose a
large federal grant it has been giv-
en to promote energy efficiency in
private homes in town.

Mayor Bill Widmer said he
favored having the town look
further into the committee’s
activities. “The issue at hand
is ... were or were not any rules
broken with the spending, with
the postings on the website,” he
said.

Town officials said they
need to do more research.
“'m not accusing anybody
of any wrongdoing,” said Mr.
Danielson. “I couldn’t trace
back on the website where the
opinion pieces were coming
from.”

Town Attorney William
Conners said the town does
not yet know exactly what the
committee may have done
inappropriately. “Right now
we have more questions than
we have answers,” he said.
Among other things the town
needs to look into, “we need to
have a better handle on who is
approving expenditures,” he
said.

Council members voted to
suspend all activities and meet-
ings of the committee until the
council meets in January. &
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School board previews $5.4 million upgrade

By Barbara Wood

Special to the Almanac

oodside Elementa-
ry School’s campus
needs $5.4 million of

work with another $827,000 in
projects, such as installing solar
panels, considered lower priority,
the one-school district’s board
learned at its recent meeting.

Board members asked the
consultants, who have spent
three months putting together
a list of items that need to be
addressed on the campus, to
return in January with a time-
table that shows how quickly
projects must be undertaken.

Bruce Thompson, former super-
intendent of the district, acted as a
consultant on preparing a facilities
master plan working with BFGC-
IBI Group Architecture Planning
and other consultants.

Among the top projects on
the list are shoring up the erod-
ing bank of the creek that runs
behind the campus, and replac-
ing and repairing the roofs of a
number of campus buildings.

The creek project may not
be able to wait, Mr. Thompson
and consultant Jeff Lea of Lea
and Braze Engineering told the
board, because wet weather may
cause further erosion. The ero-
sion is threatening some of the
school’s playing fields.

Mr. Lea said the best solu-
tion appears to be “stitch
piers” that would be drilled
into the ground next to creek
banks to prevent further ero-
sion. The piers would probably
cost $100,000, which is about
$50,000 less than had been
estimated for the repairs, and
because they are not in the
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creek would not require outside
government agency approvals.

At the Dec. 7 meeting, the
board unanimously approved

Among the top projects
is shoring up the eroding
bank of the creek that
runs behind the campus.

spending $6,250 to hire a soils
consultant needed to begin the
repair project. How to pay for
the actual repairs is unknown,
however. “I'm not sure we have
$100,000,” said Wendy Cran-
dall, who was elected board
president by board members
earlier in the day.

One item on the list that drew

10 m The Almanac m December 28, 2011

comments from the audience
was $1.23 million to pay for a
new classroom for the campus
preschool. The preschool is
tuition-based. Robin Wasco, the
district’s chief business official,
said that while the preschool
pays the district for use of the
facilities, the district does not
make any money from it. “Our
preschool program’s financial
goal is to break even, after pay-
ing salaries, benefits, supplies,
and overhead,” she said after the
meeting.

Other items on the facilities
master plan are:

W $981,000 for roof replace-
ments, maintenance and
repairs.

B $573,000 for security
improvements, including
$235,000 for a camera system
and $44,900 for additional light-
ing on the campus.

M $338,800 for items needed
to comply with state and federal
laws, including $126,000 for gas
shutoff valves.

B $616,400 for repairs to Sell-

man Auditorium, which was
completely renovated in 2002 at
a cost of $1.5 million.

B $198,000 to replace and
upgrade the school’s intercom
and phone system.

B $46,000 to replace school
clocks with satellite clocks.

M $597,713 to install solar
panels and upgrade buildings to
house them. Mr. Thompson said
this project may end up costing
only half this much as costs are
falling.

The board has not yet fig-
ured out how the repairs and
improvements will be paid for,
but is keeping the possibility of
asking voters to approve a bond
measure. If a bond measure is
approved, the district can be
paid back for some improve-
ments already made.

The facilities plan will be
back before the board at its Jan.
17 meeting, although an emer-
gency meeting may be neces-
sary before that to approve
funds for immediate creek
repairs. @

Menlo Park shooting
wounds boy, 17

By Almanac Staff

or the second time in one
Fweek, Menlo Park police

are investigating a shoot-
ing.

A caller reported gunfire
around 6:25 p.m. on Thursday,
Dec. 22, in the 1400 block of
Plumas Avenue. When police
arrived, they found a 17-year-old
boy shot, according to reports.
He was treated at a hospital for
non-life-threatening injuries.

Witnesses described the sus-
pects as two Hispanic men driv-
ing a white compact vehicle west
on Plumas Avenue, police said.

The shooting comes four
days after police responded to a
report of a group of men stand-
ing around with guns outside
a house on Hollyburne Avenue
on Dec. 18. During that call,

officers were shot at, and one
officer returned fire.

No officers were injured, but
one suspect received minor inju-
ries and was treated at Stanford
Hospital and released, according
to police spokesperson Nicole
Acker.

Six people were arrested for
their alleged involvement in
that incident, and the investi-
gation led to a police chase in
Mountain View on Dec. 21: The
suspect, a parolee, slipped away
despite the attentions of helicop-
ters, United States marshals, and
both Menlo Park and Mountain
View police.

Anyone with information
about these cases is asked to
call the police at 330-6300 or
the anonymous tip line at 330-
6395.

BOND MEASURE

continued from page 7

“ared flag” for voters. “Any bro-
chure that we would have put out
would have had the number,” he
said. “They should have had that
in there. That’s disingenuous, I
would say, and not unexpected.”

Plenty of donors

The Measure H campaign,
which finance reports show
collected $341,323 as of Oct. 22,
got off to a rolling start with a
donation of $131,822 in January.

This was left over from 2010,
when the district campaigned
successfully for a $34 parcel tax,
Mr. Keller said.

Sixteen other donors, all cor-
porate, gave more than $5,000
to the campaign. Major donors
included construction compa-
nies Robert A. Bothman Inc. of
San Jose ($50,000), Hensel
Phelps Construction Company,
which has offices in San Jose
($25,000), and McCarthy Build-
ing Companies, which has
offices in San Francisco
($25,000). O
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How do you know
it’s a police officer?

B Police impersonator steals driver’s keys.

By Barbara Wood

Special to the Almanac

fter a young woman from
AAtherton was pulled over

recently by what turned
out to be a police impersonator
who stole her car keys, Ather-
ton police advise that there are
several things that can be done
to make sure the driver of an
unmarked vehicle is really a
police officer.

“If you suspect the person in
the unmarked car is not a police
officer,” Sergeant Sherman Hall
said, “calling 9-1-1 is a reason-
able way to verify the authentic-
ity.”

The 9-1-1 dispatcher can
tell if the stop is legitimate; if
not they can send help. “If you
don’t have a telephone, and have
genuine concerns, head for a
well-lit, populated location,” he
said.

He added that the law requir-
ing hands-free use of cell phones
while driving has an exception
for calling 9-1-1. A genuine
police officer will show a badge
and police department photo
identification, he said.

The incident occurred on
Wednesday, Nov. 30, when
a 23-year-old woman driv-
ing a 2007 BMW pulled over
at Atherton Avenue at Elena
Avenue when she saw a car with

PETER WECK

continued from page 3

presidjent of Louis Berger &
Associates, a consulting firm.
He served in the Peace Corps
and graduated from Harvard
Business School.

Since retiring almost 10 years
ago, he has been working on a
number of projects including
founding two companies with
two of his children: DW Fitness
and Lima Bear Press. “He wears
a lot of hats,” says his son.

The senior Weck recently
appeared on the Steve Adubato
show on PBS in a conversation
about the Lima Bear stories.

Father and son collaborated
on their series through e-mail
and lots of phone calls. “My dad
comes out three or four times a
year, so we also worked person-
to-person,” says Peter Weck. I

The books in the Lima Bear Sto-
ries Series are available at $15.95
each at Cheeky Monkey in Menlo
Park.

B ATHERTON

a blue light on its roof following
her.

“The suspect approached her
and asked for her driver’s license
and registration, as well as her
car keys,” Sgt. Hall said.

When the woman asked why
she had been stopped, she was
told she was following the vehi-
cle in front of her too closely.

“The suspect asked her if she
had had anything to drink,” Sgt.
Hall said. “He also asked if there
was anything edible in the car.”
The man gave the woman back
her driver’s license and registra-
tion but instead of returning her
keys, drove away.

Sgt. Hall said the woman
initially believed the “officer”
might be repositioning his car
so she waited a short time for
him to return before she called a
family member to bring a spare
set of car keys so she could drive
home.

“Upon reflecting upon the
unusual nature of the encoun-
ter, she called us about 20 min-
utes after the event.” Sgt. Hall
said. “We searched the area, but
did not find the suspect.”

Because the fake officer had
her keys and address, the Ather-
ton police did “keep special
watch over the car,” he said.

President’s award

Photos by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Leonard Friedman, 87, delays the ceremony for his President’s

Volunteer Service Award, in order to finish a game of bridge. Mr.
Friedman received the national award on Dec. 12 for 19 years of
service with the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program, where he

runs a bridge club.

The man was described as a
Hispanic or Filipino male adult
between 27- and 50-years-old
driving a dark Honda or Toyota.
He was not in a police uni-
form.

“These kinds of incidents are
unusual,” Sgt. Hall said. “We

take them very seriously. In fact,
we immediately alerted neigh-
boring agencies.”

Only about a handful of such
incidents occur in Northern
California each year, he said,
and senior officers in Atherton
could not recall this ever hap-

pening in Atherton before.

Sgt. Hall also said in Califor-
nia every emergency vehicle
must display a forward facing,
solid red light. Blue lights are
OK, but the cluster of lights
must include a solid red one, he
said. B
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COMMUNITY

H OBITUARIES

Obituaries are based on informa-
tion provided by the family.

Nancy DiSanto

Nancy DiSanto of Menlo Park
died Nov. 19 due to complica-
tions from breast cancer. She
was 48.

Ms. DiSanto,
a resident of
Ladera since
1993, was an
active commu-
nity member
and school vol-
unteer.

Born in the
Philippines,
Ms. Di Santo was raised in San
Diego. She received her reg-
istered nurse and bachelor of
science in nursing degrees from
San Diego State University.

After meeting her future
husband, Jim DiSanto, a Naval
officer and F14 pilot at Mira-
mar Naval Air Base in San
Diego, they were married in
1991. After moving to Ladera,
Ms. Disanto became a nurse in
the intensive care unit at Stan-
ford Hospital and eventually
worked as a nurse in the hospi-
tal’s neurosurgery department.
In 2009-2010, she worked as the
study nurse coordinator for a
Stanford melanoma prevention
trial.

An avid volleyball player, Ms.
DiSanto served as coach and
assistant coach for her daugh-
ters’ volleyball teams at La
Entrada Middle School, which
won every match, including the
league championship, say fam-

Nancy DiSanto

ily members. Both daughters
played in the USA Volleyball
National Tournament in Atlanta
in June of this year.

Ms. DiSanto is survived by her
husband, Jim; and daughters,
Jennifer and Jacqueline, all of
Ladera.

The family is establishing a
nonprofit foundation in honor
of Nancy. Gifts to the founda-
tion will be donated in sup-
port of breast cancer research.
More details will be available
on the forthcoming website for
the Nancy Di Santo Memorial
Charity Foundation for Breast
Cancer Research.

Services were held Dec. 3 at St.
Denis Church in Menlo Park.

Emil Magrin

Emil Magrin, a carpenter,
automobile racer, airplane pilot
and resident of Woodside for 43
years, died Dec. 4 from compli-
cations of a fall. He was 84.

Born in St. Louis, Mr. Magrin
went to school in San Francisco
and on the Peninsula, helped
his father, a farmer, raise arti-
chokes, cabbage, bean sprouts
and peas, and graduated from
Jefferson High School in Daly
City in 1945.

He joined the U.S. Merchant
Marine in 1945 and went to
sea on troop transport ships.
In August of that year, when
U.S. forces dropped two atomic
bombs in Japan, he was on Leyte
in the Philippines.

After the war, he took up
carpentry and racing stock
cars under the name Emil Zola
to avoid having his real name
appear in newspapers read by
his father, who disapproved of
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his racing, the family said.

In the late 1950s, Mr. Magrin
bought an airplane and got a
pilot’s license, going on to earn
a multi-engine rating.

He moved to Woodside in
1968 and stayed, retiring from
a working life in 1978, relatives
said.

His memberships included the
Mounted Patrol of San Mateo
County, the Lions Club and the
Elks Club. He loved golf and
bowling, the family said.

Mr. Magrin is survived by
his wife, Lou Ann Magrin;
daughter Victoria Beninga of
Meadow Vista, California; son
Ron Magrin of Kauai, Hawaii;
sister Mary Bistolfi of Daly City;
as well as three step-children,
seven grandchildren, and three
great-grandchildren.

The family prefers donations
be made to the Redwood City
Elks Lodge. A memorial service
was held Dec. 10 at the Redwood
City Elks Lodge.

Virginia Davison

A memorial service was held
recently for Virginia B. “Gin-
ny” Davison of
Portola Valley,
who died at
home Dec. 1.
She was 81.

She was
active in the
community as
a past president
of the Wood-
side-Atherton
Auxiliary and on the board of
the Children’s Hospital at Stan-
ford.

The service was held at St.
Dennis Church in Menlo Park
and was followed by a celebra-
tion of her life at the Sharon
Heights Country Club.

Born in Spokane, Washington,
she grew up in Boise, Idaho. She
attended Stanford University,
where she met her husband,
Orrin “Dave” Davison.

They were married in 1952
and eventually moved to Portola
Valley, where they raised their
four children, Susan, Kathleen,
Mike and Scott.

Survivors include her brother,
Ambrose “Ham” Burroughs, her
husband, four children, and 12
grandchildren.

The family prefers donations

Virginia Davison

to Pathways Hospice Founda-
tion, 585 N. Mary Ave., Sunny-
vale, CA 94085; or to the Lucile
Packard Children’s Hospital at
Stanford.

Gary Cook

Gary Cook, a resident of Los
Altos who grew up in Atherton,
died Nov. 8 at the age of 62.

A lifetime resident of the
Bay Area, he graduated from
Stanford in 1970, and earned an
MBA at UCLA.

He was equally inspired by art
and Stanford football, and was
an accomplished chef, family
members said.

As president of Cook Proper-
ties, he ran a commercial real
estate business with his broth-
ers. For 19 years, he served on
the board of directors of the
Mid-Peninsula Housing Corpo-
ration, a nonprofit organization
on the Peninsula that develops
and manages affordable hous-
ing.

Mr. Cook had a penchant
for discovering small theater
and dance companies, which
he enthusiastically promoted
among his friends and family.
Among his favorites were the
Crucible Fire Arts Festival in
Oakland, the wall-dancing of
Flyaway Productions in the Mis-
sion district, and Intersection, a
San Francisco theater group.

Survivors include his wife,
Micki; her sons, Brian and Alex;
and his brothers, William and
Robert Cook.

Friends gathered on Nov. 13
to celebrate his life. The family
suggests memorial donations to
Lymphoma Research Funds for
Dr. Ranjana Advani, Stanford
Cancer Center, 875 Blake Wil-
bur Drive , Stanford, CA 94305;
or by calling 866-543-0243.

Alfred Gardner

Alfred James Gardner, a resi-
dent of Menlo Park for 42 years,
died Oct. 28 at Stanford Hospi-
tal at the age of 91.

Born in Patterson, New Jer-
sey, he had a wonderful life, the
family said. He served 22 years
in the U.S. Air Force and was
employed at Lockheed Missiles
and Space Company for 15

Continued on next page
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Girls soccer team
wins AYSO title

By Sal Arora of the AYSO Region 109 (Menlo Park-Atherton).

The Menlo Park-Atherton
AYSO Girls (under 19) team
recently won the AYSO Silicon
Valley Area Championship. This
area covers Menlo Park, Ather-
ton, Los Altos, Mountain View,
Palo Alto, Sunnyvale, Portola
Valley and Woodside.

Pastor Guzman has a reputa-
tion among local soccer parents
as a coach who can transform
a bunch of recreational soccer
players into a hard-driving,
high-performing team.

So, even after his 2011 Menlo
Park-Atherton girls-under-19
team, the Green Unicorns, lost
the opening game of the season

. and then a second, and a
third, and a fourth ... Guzman,
assistant coach Rudy Medina,
and the girls never stopped
believing that they could pull
together.

After all, he had coached eight
of the same players in 2009, the
year his girls-under-16 team
won the AYSO Silicon Valley
Area championship.

The fifth game of the season

H SPORTS

was a turning point: the Menlo
Park team tied a tough Los Altos
opponent. And then they began
to win, each victory moving
them higher in the standings.
When the regular season end-
ed, the Green Unicorns found
themselves in fourth place in the
league.

The quarterfinal playoffs
pitted the team against the
Los Altos Gazelles, whom
they shut out with a 3-0 score.
Moving on to the semifinals,
the team faced the first place
West San Jose Destiny. The
Unicorns prevailed, scoring
two goals and short-circuiting
their opponent’s destiny by
limiting the other team to a
single goal.

In the Nov. 13 AYSO Sili-
con Valley Area championship
game, the Unicorns faced the
Mountain View White Light-
ning, another team that had
trounced the Unicorns during

Continued from previous page

years. He received many awards
for his service, namely the Air
Medal with 3
Oak Leaf Clus-
ters and the
Distinguished
Flying Cross
with 2 Oak
Leaf Clusters.

In civilian
life, he enjoyed
participating
in numerous
organizations
and received special awards in
many of them, the family said.

He and his wife Florence
enjoyed traveling and cruising.
He was especially proud of his
family and their accomplish-
ments, she said.

Mr. Gardner is survived by
his wife of 69 years, Florence;
daughter Carol, son Alfred,
three grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.

Alfred Gardner

Ann Ellen Gingrich

Ann Ellen Gingrich of Menlo
Park died Nov. 24 at Stanford
Hospital. A funeral Mass is
planned on the 100th anniver-
sary of her birth on March 1,
2012, at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church in Irvine, Cali-
fornia.

Born and raised in Grand
Blanc, Michigan, she married
Robert Gingrich, a young execu-
tive at General Motors, in 1934.
They moved to California in
1943, settling initially in Pasa-
dena, their home for 20 years
and where they raised their
three children, Susan, Michael
and Mary Ann.

After the children were grown,
they moved to Huntington
Beach, and following Bob’s
death in 1974, she moved to
nearby Irvine, where she lived
for 35 years. She was an active
member of St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Catholic Church, serv-
ing in many roles including an
extended period as president of
the Altar Guild.

She moved to Menlo Park in
2010 to be close to her daughter
and son-in-law, Mary Ann and
John Brock.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Bob; her daugh-
ter, Susan; and her four sib-
lings, Frances, Joe, and Robert
Gainey, and Mary Catherine
Turnbull.

She is survived by her son,
Michael of Dodgeville, Wis-
consin; her daughter Mary Ann
Brock; 10 grandchildren, and 10
great-grandchildren.

Visit AlmanacNews.com/obituaries
for more information and to leave
observances.
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Unicorn members, front row, from left, Naomi Tovar, Coach Rudy Medina, Elissa Webb, Lindsey Hom,
Amanda Louie, Rebecca Pless, Rubi Guzman and Coach Pastor Guzman. Back row, from left, Rebecca Kaplan,
Kimberly Medina, Brianna Quincy, Francesca Meffert, Shelby McDonald, Katelyn Doherty, Isabela Montoya
(leaning forward), Angelica Causor, Hannah Lawry (in blue), and Paola Jimenez.

the early part of the season.
Dedication to training, hard
work and a desire to win paid off
with a 4-1 win.

Says Coach Guzman: “The
girls’ team chemistry was great.
After those first four games, our
defense came together, and they
only let in five goals through-

out the rest of the season. They
love AYSO, and they were very
motivated to win the champion-
ship.”

Team members are: from
Menlo-Atherton High School,
Lindsey Hom, Shelby McDon-
ald, Isabela Montoya, Kate-
lyn Doherty, Rubi Guzman,

Paola Jimenez, Kimberly Med-
ina, Francesca Meffert, Elissa
Webb, Angelica Causor, Naomi
Tovar; from Pinewood, Brianna
Quincy; from Middle College,
Rebecca Kaplan; from Castille-
ja, Amanda Louie ane Rebecca
Pless; and from King’s Academy,
Hannah Lawry

Camp Connection

Program includes:
 Full color ad in Camp Connection Magazine
* 12 week Summer Camp Directory listing in The Almanac
* 12 week listing on TheAlmanacOnline.com Summer Camp Guide
Deadline to advertise is January 18

Call today (650) 326-8210

mAlmanac

THEALMANACONLINE.COM

ATTENTION
CAMIP DIRECTORS!

Reserve your space in the Midpeninsula’s
Camp Connection magazine

Advertising in
Camp Connection is a
cost-effective, multimedia
solution to reach your
target audience.

Camp Connection features:
Language
Outdoors

Pre-K through Teen

Day Camps
Sports
Science & Math
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Pop-up store

|
Almanac photo by Michelle Le

Lanna Keller checks out scarves made by locals in Asha, India, at the Fair Trade Marketplace, a pop-up
store at 846 Santa Cruz Ave. in downtown Menlo Park that the Menlo Park Presbyterian Church opened
during the holidays. The store sold handcrafted products from developing countries. Church volunteers

staffed the store.

WEST BAY

SANITARY DISTRICT

WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS GIVEN that the District Board of West Bay Sanitary District will conduct a Public Hearing on
Wednesday evening, January 11, 2012 in conjunction with its regularly scheduled meeting which commences at
7:00 p.m. The location of the meeting is at the District’s offices, 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, California 94025.

The purpose of the Public Hearing will be to consider a proposed increase in Sewer Connection Fees for all

District customers. The proposed rates are as follows:

Connection Fee Dollars

Total
$4289:20 $7,336.20
$585-60 $1,000.50 (c)

$19:56 $33.35/gpd

$585:66 +$1,000.50

District Authority
Residential Unit $2549.00 $5,596.00  $1.740.20
Supplementary Connection Fee $34770 $763.20 $237.30
Non-Residential Use $++59 $25.44/gpd  $7.91/gpd
Equal or Less than +$347-76 $763.20 +$237.30
325 mg/l BOD and/or SS
Greater than 325 mg/l $+4-59/gpd Ratio(a)
BOD and/or SS $25.44

Total(b)

(@)  The connection fee for Authority expansion costs is calculated by multiplying $7.91/gpd times the
average daily flow in gpd, times the ratio of the highest of the BOD and SS concentrations to 325 mg/l sub-
ject to a minimum connection fee $7.91/gpd plus $237.30 per connection.

(b)  The total connection fee is the sum of the District and Authority connection fees subject to a minimum
connection fee of $19:50 $33.35/gpd plus $585:66 $1,000.50 per connection.

(c)  The connection fee for a supplementary connection(s) to the same building shall be $585:66-
$1,000.50 per connection. [Amended by General Regulation No.2012-01]

At the Public Hearing, any interested person may address the District Board. Written comments
may be submitted at or before the Public Hearing by addressing them to the District Board at the address

indicated above.

[s{ Phil Scott
Phil Scott
District Manager

Dated: November 14, 2011

SUPPORT LOCAL

JOURNALISM

A party goer’s guide to
New Year’s Eve festivities

By Jane Knoerle
Almanac Lifestyles Editor

ocal residents who want
Lto ring in the New Year

'with gusto might check out
party plans at the British Bankers
Club, 1090 El Camino Real in
Menlo Park.

The BBC will be open all day
Saturday; however, the real fes-
tivities begin with a New Year’s
Eve ball beginning at 9:30 p.m.
The “New Year princess” will
greet guests at the door with a
complimentary glass of cham-
pagne. Professional ballroom
dancers will entertain at 11 p.m.

Ticket levels include options
for a nine-course dinner with
“Russian style” appetizers; hot
and cold appetizers only; or just
joining the merriment for the
party, dancing and drinks. Din-
ner packages are available for $99
per person. General admission at
the door is $35 (cash only).

Disc Jockey D-Gree will be
mixing the music, including hits
from the ‘80s, ‘90s, and today’s
top 40.

Guests are asked to “dress to
impress.” For the ladies, that
means evening dresses. For gents:
dress shirts and slacks (no jeans,
tennis shoes, or flip-flops).

For more information, call 327-
8769.

Madera at Rosewood

Madera restaurant at Rose-
wood Sand Hill, 2825 Sand Hill
Road in Menlo Park, is planning
an upscale evening suited to its
venture capital clientele.

The first dinner seating at
5:30 p.m. features a three-
course prix fixe menu at $95
per person. The second seating,
available only with a guest room
package, is a four-course prix
fixe menu at 8:30 p.m. at $195
per person.

The menu will feature such
dishes as Wagyu beef, seared
duck breast, caviar, lamb chop,
quince gastrique, Brussels
sprouts, Thumbelina carrots,
chestnut puree, and chocolate
fondant for dessert.

For reservations call 561-1540.

Left Bank Bistro

The Left Bank Bistro, 635 Santa
Cruz Ave., in Menlo Park, will
celebrate bonne annee with a
four-course prix fixe menu for
$64.50. A limited regular menu
and children’s menu will also
be available. There will be party

favors and a champagne toast at
midnight. The last seating is 11
p.m.

Dinner will feature a foie gras
torchon, beef short rib terrine,
“surf and turf” main course of
lobster and beef tenderloin or
Coquilles Saint Jacque, with
opera cake for dessert.

For reservations call 473-6543.

Flea Street Cafe

Flea Street is offering dinner at
$95 per person, with wine pair-
ing for $45. The meal starts with
an “amuse” of deviled egg, fol-
lowed by either lobster bisque or
artichoke and fennel salad. Pear
champagne sorbet refreshes the
palate, followed by a main course
of filet of beef, herb-crusted sea-
food or wild mushroom strudel.
There will be chocolate truffle
torte or tangerine pudding cake
for dessert.

Flea Street is located at 3607
Alameda de las Pulgas in Menlo
Park. For reservations, call 854-
1226.

Oak City Bar & Grill

Oak City Bar & Grill, 1029 El
Camino Real in Menlo Park,
known for its live music ranging
from big band to jam sessions,
goes all out on New Year’s Eve
when it features the bluesy Kaye
Bohler Band, starting at 9 p.m.
Dinner will be available starting
at 5 p.m. Reservations are strong-
ly suggested; call 321-6882.

The Village Pub

The Pub will have two seatings
on New Year’s Eve. The first,
from 5 to 6:30 p.m., will feature
a menu of chilled lobster terrine
or celery root soup, a choice of
roast guinea hen, filet of beef,
or sea bass in papillote, followed
by Baked Alaska. Cost is $105
per person, with wine pairing at
$70.

The second seating, 8 to 10
p.m., will offer the same dinner
with the addition of a foie gras
torchon and a cheese course for
$145 per person. Wine pairing is
$95.

The Alexandra Kaprielian
Band will play from 9 p.m. until
1 a.m., with a champagne toast at
midnight. For reservations, call
851-9888.

Many popular local restau-
rants, such as Carpaccio in
Menlo Park, will be open New
Year’s Eve serving their regular
menu at regular hours.

Support The Almanac’s print and online coverage of our community.

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/Almanac
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New restaurant in Sharon Heights

Tomonari and his wife Keiko Mitsunobu at their recently opened restaurant called Mitsunobu, located in
the Sharon Heights Shopping Center. The Japanese restaurant, which services Japanese California, has
replaced the highly rated Kaygetsu.

Almanac photo by Michelle Le

Lana Sundahl retires from dental practice

More than 70 former patients
and their families gathered Dec.
4 at a party in the office of Dr.
Jan Gabus for Dr. Lana Sundahl,
who is retiring after practicing
dentistry for the past 33 years.

Dr. Sundahl, who began her
practice in 1978, said she is the
first woman to set up her own
dental practice in Menlo Park.

She said she has two other
firsts. She was the first woman
president of the Mid-Western
Dental Society, a nonprofit
organization providing dental
care to those unable to afford it.
Further, she was the first woman
president of any dental society
in California.

Dr. Sundahl’s patients will
now be cared for by Dr. Jan
Gabus, who shares the same
medical building at 1300 Uni-
versity Ave. in Menlo Park. Dr.
Gabus is a longtime friend and
associate.

In retirement, Dr. Sundahl

- | i

Lana Sundahl is retiring, and Jan Gabus is taking over her practice.

and her husband, Roger, Portola
Valley residents, plan to spend
more time with their grandchil-
dren and their North Dakota

family. She said she is looking
forward to time for gardening
and staying in touch with many
of her former patients.

Las Lomitas district offers transitional kindergarten

For the first time, the Las
Lomitas School District is offer-
ing a transitional kindergarten
program called “Young Fives,”
under the Kindergarten Readi-
ness Act of 2010.

Children who turn 5 between
Nov. 1 and Dec. 2, 2012, are
eligible for the Young Fives pro-
gram. The following year, they
will enter the regular kindergar-
ten program.

Children who turn 5 before
Nov. 1, 2012, are eligible for the
regular kindergarten program.

Registration packets for the

2012-13 school year for all
grades — including Young Fives
and regular kindergarten — will
be available at the Las Lomitas
School office beginning Jan. 9,
2012. Completed packets will be
accepted no sooner than 8 a.m.
on Jan. 30, 2012.

To register a child for Young
Fives or regular kindergarten,
bring the original birth cer-
tificate or passport, proof of
residence (original phone bill
and PG&E bill), and child’s
immunization record.

There are two sessions of kin-

dergarten: 9 am. to 12:20 p.m.
and 10:35a.m. to 2:05 p.m. Due to
the bus schedule, kindergartners
living in the Ladera area are placed
in the first session, and kinder-
gartners in the Woodside area are
placed in the second session.

Tours of the school for parents
of incoming new Young Fives
and kindergarten students are
scheduled for 2012. Tours are for
adults only. Call the school office
at 854-5900 to reserve a place.

Visit tinyurl.com/Fives-913
for more information on the
Young Fives program.

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR COMMITTEES

BICYCLE COMMITTEE
Meets third Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.; appointed for
two-year term.

The Committee advises and recommends to the Town
Council on the policies for planning, developing, maintain-
ing, and usage of Town’s bikeways system.

CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
COMMITTEE

Meets fourth Monday of each month, 6:00 p.m.; appointed for
two-year term.

The Committee advises and assists the Town Council, Plan-
ning Commission, and staff on conservation, open space,
noise, public services and facilities as pertaining to the ele-
ments of the Town’s General Plan.

LIVESTOCK AND ANIMAL CONTROL COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Wednesday of each month; 5:30 p.m.; appointed
for two-year term.

The Committee advises the Planning Director on applica-
tions for commercial stable permits, dog kennel permits,
and exception requests to the private stable regulations.

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Thursday of each month, 5:30 p.m.; appointed for
two-year term.

The Committee advises and assists the Town Council, Plan-
ning Commission and staff in implementing the policies
and goals of the Open Space and Conservation elements
of the General Plan, specifically with respect to acquisition
and maintenance of conservation easements and open space
preservation.

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Meets on call of Chair; appointed for two-year term.

The Committee advises the Town Council and staff on is-
sues of community public safety, including police and fire
services provided within the Town.

RECREATION COMMITTEE
Meets first Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.; appointed for
three-year term.

The Committee guides the activities of the community rec-
reation programs.

TRAILS COMMITTEE
Meets second Thursday of each month, 3:00 p.m.; appointed for
two-year term.

The Committee reviews land divisions, subdivisions and
conditional use permits for locations for equestrian, pedes-
trian and bicycle trails and makes recommendations to the
staff and to the Planning Commission.

WOODSIDE HISTORY COMMITTEE
Meets second Thursday of each month, 10:00 a.m.; appointed
for two-year term.

The Committee advises the Town Council and staff regard-
ing actions, policies and plans relating to historic preserva-
tion.

Committees are volunteer positions and serve in an advisory ca-
pacity to the Town Council.

Interested residents may request information and applications
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-12 noon and 1-5:00 p.m.,
from the Town Clerk’s Office at Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road,
or telephone (650) 851-6790, or through the Town’s web site at
www.woodsidetown.org. Deadline for applications is Friday,
January 20, 2012, 5:00 p.m.
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Atherton about to be roiled by library spat

e hope Atherton residents think
twice before they sign a petition
calling for a costly referendum on
whether to build a new library in Holbrook-
Palmer Park, a proposition sure to split the
community and start the new year off on a
contentious note.
The petition drive is an 11th-hour effort
to derail a 3-2 City Council vote on Oct. 19
that agreed with the two-

Jerry Carlson, who serve with her on the
Town Center Task Force committee, were
surprised by the council’s approval of the
park site, which would take up to $8 million
away from a town center project that could
include the library.

In order to move forward on a referendum,
Ms. Fisher must obtain signatures from 15
percent of the town’s 4,850 registered vot-

ers, or 728 residents. Before

year study by the Library
Steering Committee to
locate the new facility in

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

residents decide whether or
not to sign this document,
we urge them to keep in mind

the park. Over the last
two years, committee
members attended more than 100 public
meetings, which should have been enough
to cover the concerns of anyone who was
interested in how the new library would
benefit the town and its residents.

Yet instead of welcoming what could be a
tremendous asset to the town, a contingent
of nay-sayers are doing everything they
can to force a vote on the issue before the
Library Committee and its supporters have
a chance to explain once again why the site
was selected and what impact it will have on
the park.

We suspect that former council member
Didi Fisher and her supporters, includ-
ing council members Elizabeth Lewis and

that doing so might help to
start a process that could lead
to a town expenditure of up to $41,000 for
the special election sought by Ms. Fisher,
who does not want to wait until the next
scheduled election in June, which would
lower the town’s cost to $15,000. With a 50
percent turnout, a special election would
cost about $17 per voter, while a June elec-
tion would cost $6 each.

A few months ago, Ms. Fisher’s group con-
ducted an online poll that found a majority
of respondents opposed to building a new
library in the park. But the poll could have
been manipulated to obtain those results.
If the council would agree, the best course
would be for the town to conduct its own
survey using a professional firm whose

work can be trusted. If the council chooses
this option, members will need to approve
the survey questions, which can mislead
respondents if not worded clearly.

But whether a poll is conducted or not,
holding off on the petition drive would give
the city time to complete the environmental
review process and public outreach, includ-
ing the planned door-to-door visits to every
household in town. The Library Committee
wants to make sure that all residents get
a full explanation of how they decided to
locate the library in the park. In our view,
it makes no sense to try to short-circuit this
process with a divisive referendum.

By moving the library to the park, the way
would be clear for Atherton to design and
build a new town center complex to house
the police station and other departments
in and around the site of the current town
hall.

Given Atherton’s current fiscal crisis, the
town will not be able to underwrite the
expense of building a new town center any-
time soon, if ever. It will be up to private
donors, and it could take years to raise the
$20 million or more that will be needed. A
new library should not be held hostage by
this effort. Instead, the library should move
to the park, leaving its current site to be part
of a new town center. @

LETTERS

Our readers write

Time for Portola Valley
to wake up

Editor:

Portola Valley residents are
about to lose their views over
the large open meadow along
Portola Road. And, more build-
ing will be going on above, right
next to Windy Hill.

Development proponents
have cleverly arranged for these
important planning decisions
to be made during the busy
holidays. So while our volunteer
town commissioners are bogged
down in the minutiae of regula-
tions at the planning meetings,
precious few residents are there
to witness the impending loss of
our valuable open spaces.

Through the complications
of using the conditional use
permit process, the applicant is
proposing to add approximately
15,000 square feet of additional
floor area on the property.
Without the permit approval
only 526 square feet would be
allowed. The 2,400-square-foot
agricultural building plus acres
of “fruit and vegetable” gardens

Continued on next page

Our Regional Heritage

In the 1980s, community productions were annual fundraisers for Portola Valley schools. Casts of 200
were typical. Here moms and their daughters show their show business talents.

Portola Valley Archives
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will certainly mar open vistas
over the meadow. (A meadow
historically only is used for
mowed grasses to produce hay.)

Be aware, too, that in the
future after tempers cool, a
second use permit application
could then propose a commer-
cial winery, as happened with
Fogarty.

Please step up to protect
the spirit of our general plan.
Throughout the plan, state-
ments can be found aspiring
to the goal of preserving open
meadows in the valley and our
precious views of the hillsides.

Please participate; the next
meeting will be on Jan. 18 at 7:30
p-m. in the Old Schoolhouse on
Portola Road. It’s up to us, the
town residents, to let our elected
officials know how we feel about
respecting our general plan.

Marilyn Walter
Coyote Hill, Portola Valley

Should special-ed students
pay for extra care?

Editor:

In a recent local Op-Ed piece
entitled “A sad day for every-
one,” Sue Lempert writes about
a 7-year-old boy, out of control
in a special education class at
George Hall Elementary School,
who was subdued by a San
Mateo police officer with pep-
per spray.

The real story, which should
outrage taxpayers, lies in the
public policy which created this
situation.

Ms. Lempert states that, “Pub-
lic schools, according to federal
law, must provide an equal and
appropriate education for each
child, no matter what the physi-
cal, social or mental disability.”
She then says, “Four years ago, I
reported that the cost to educate
a non-special education student
in the San Mateo Union High
School District was $9,000 per
year. But the cost for some spe-
cial education students ran as
high as $110,000 a year.”

I have empathy for parents
of children with anxiety dis-
order, learning disability, and
other issues. However, I suggest
that equal funding per student
should be public policy. Anything
beyond that is charity, and not
the proper role of government.
If the schools cannot accommo-
date these special children with
normal funding, they should
either pay the family the amount
expended for mainlined students
or require the family to provide
the added funding to accommo-
date their children in the system.

Jack Hickey
Emerald Hills

Caltrain can survive without high-speed rail

By James R. Janz and Michael J. Brady

altrain has two alternatives: One
‘ involves introducing high-speed
rail to the Peninsula, which most
residents have now learned is a very bad
idea, and very bad fiscal policy for the
entire state. The other alternative involves
saving Caltrain and removing the risk of
high-speed rail from the Peninsula Caltrain
corridor.
In the first alternative, Caltrain says that
it wants electrification and argues that this
is its only salvation; more on that

could cost up to $240 billion! How in the
world could the state of California ever
afford that? The carrying costs would eat
up half the annual state budget. Is high-
speed rail truly the top priority in these
times?

We now know that we actually do not
want high-speed rail on the Peninsula.
Therefore, let’s make a deal with Caltrain:
First, Caltrain will promptly dissolve the
“marriage” with high-speed rail, canceling
the MOU and telling the High Speed Rail

Authority that they will not be

later. What we do know is that
electrification will cost close to
$1 billion, a lot of money for the
Peninsula. Caltrain has formed
a “sort of” marriage with high-
speed rail, having entered into
what is called a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) with
the California High-Speed Rail
Authority. In essence, Caltrain,
which owns the Caltrain cor-

GUEST
OPINION

allowed to run high-speed trains
up the corridor. Second, Caltrain
will continue with its present
service, which gets you where you
want to go. Third, with regard to
the Caltrain annual operating
deficit, we have to understand
that all rail systems run at a defi-
cit; it’s in the nature of the beast.
So we will support a campaign to
raise the needed funds to subsi-

ridor/right-of-way, would grant
high-speed rail the right to run
its trains from San Jose to San Francisco.
In return, high-speed rail will pay for the
$1 billion cost of electrification. Nothing
is final; no contracts are signed; but that is
in the winds.

In the second alternative, Caltrain has
the legal right to tell high-speed rail to
“take a hike.” Caltrain owns the corridor
and they can allow, or refuse to allow,
HSR on the corridor. Most Peninsula
residents have “wised up” since the 2008
election; they now realize two things, one
micro, and one macro: The micro is that
high-speed rail will do untold aesthetic,
economic, and environmental damage to
our prized Peninsula towns and cities; the
macro is that estimates now say this project

dize Caltrain operations.

If the second alterna-
tive is adopted, it means that the Caltrain
system will continue to operate just like it
is presently with no huge capital expendi-
tures to “improve” the system. Of course,
in addition, Caltrain should at least “try”
to operate on a leaner basis, perhaps reduc-
ing the CEO’s $400,000-plus salary and
taking the low bid operator, instead of, in
these times, hiring someone who is $20
million more expensive than the next bid
(which they just did). Come on: let’s have
a few reforms; we’re ready for it.

In addition, there is nothing terribly
wrong with the present diesel system, other
than the fact that it is an aging fleet. Did
you know that there is something called a
“DMU” (diesel multiple unit)? It is a single

car, operated by diesel, with an electric
motor inside. That one car serves as the
locomotive itself; it’s self-propelled. It can
fill itself with passengers and sail up to
San Francisco during non-rush hours; at
times other than rush hours, you can have
two or three cars, and so on. It gives you
great flexibility (the scheduling flexibility
prized by Caltrain). It could enable you to
send a car every 15 minutes if desired.

Caltrain says it must have electrification
and “EMUs” (electric multiple units). But
these are just like diesel DMUs; the only
difference is that they start up a little fast-
er; so from Menlo Park to San Francisco,
you will probably get there a few minutes
faster. Is that worth a billion dollars for
the electrification expense, and the loss
of thousands of trees on the Peninsula to
electrify the corridor?

It’s time for Caltrain to wise up. We will
support the operating subsidy request, but
Caltrain will have to maintain its historic
role and physical footprint, because we do
not want to destroy what we have worked
so hard to build and maintain on our Pen-
insula. There is plenty of room for a deal.
Many of us are ready; but is Caltrain? Let’s
hope so. B

James R. Janz served from 2000 to 2008
on the Atherton City Council, including
two terms as mayor. He is a founding
member of the Atherton Rail Com-
mittee, and currently serves as board
president of the Community Coalition
on High-Speed Rail (CC-HSR). Michael
J. Brady is an attorney, mediator, and
arbitrator located in Redwood City, and
a board member CC-HSR. The opinions
expressed are those of the authors, and
do not necessarily represent the opin-
ions of CC-HSR.
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Finding Home

Shelter Network helps Stephanie regain her strength and permanent housing.

By Maria Duzon, communica-
tions manager, Shelter Network

living comfortably. She had

never dreamed of becoming
homeless. But that year, everything
changed when their 22-year-old
son Nate, a student at UC Berke-
ley, tragically passed away.

“T must have hugged over 400
people at his funeral, including
the mayor and the police chief,”
said Stephanie. “You don’t see
that kind of support for just any-
one. Nate was special.”

In 2006, Stephanie’s family was

Nate’s death was devastating
to Stephanie and her family. On
top of the emotional struggle,
her husband’s contracting jobs
plummeted with the economy.
Stephanie’s income alone was not
enough to sustain their lifestyle.
They decided to take the kids and
start a new life in Kentucky.

After three months in Ken-
tucky, Stephanie was earn-
ing just $6.85/hour, and her
husband found only sporadic
construction jobs. When their
house flooded, Stephanie moved
with the children back to the
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Gifts to the Almanac’s Holiday
Fund benefit the Shelter Network
Program and nine other commu-
nity-service organizations.

Bay Area to live with her moth-
er, while her husband stayed in
Kentucky. Her mother’s depres-
sion quickly made the living
situation impossible. Stephanie
ended up homeless, living in her
car with five children.
Stephanie was referred to
Shelter Network, and the fam-
ily quickly moved into a tran-
sitional apartment at Shelter
Network’s Haven Family House
in Menlo Park. She was so grate-
ful to have their own safe, clean
apartment where they could

Stephanie with her children at Shelter Network’s Haven Family House.

begin to rebuild their lives.

At Shelter Network, Stepha-
nie’s case manager helped her
budget and search for housing.
The children attended the on-
site summer camp and received
new backpacks for school. They
were given free food, diapers,
clothing and shoes — allowing
her to save every dollar.

Stephanie’s case manager
helped her enroll in college class-
es for an AA in business admin-
istration. In October — less
than four months after coming

to Shelter Network — Stephanie
and her children moved into
their own apartment.

“My biggest motivator is my
children, to show them that no
matter what happens they can
always pick themselves back up
and succeed,” said Stephanie.
“Shelter Network has given me
the opportunity to work hard
and get our lives back. [ am eter-
nally grateful.” B

Visit shelternetwork.org for more
information.

How teens help peers prevent pregnancy

By Shelly Masur, executive director,
and Kris P. Ahmed, director of train-
ing, Teen Talk Sexuality Education.

ayerlin was 16 when
she had her son. A
Woodside High stu-

dent who had the distinction
of holding one of the district’s
highest state test scores, Mayerlin
got pregnant her first time. She
had a long-time boyfriend and

didn’t think getting pregnant
would ever happen to someone
like her.

Sitting in front of a classroom
of middle school students, she
says, “I never thought of birth
control, because I thought I
would never get pregnant.”

Mayerlin joined Teen Talk’s
Teen Parent Panel because, she
says: “Lots of people think it is
cool and normal to be a teen

Photo by Kris Ahmed
Teen Talk panel member Maria Mendoza, left, and Jackie Samayoa,
panel coordinator.

parent. I want to change that
perspective because being a teen
parent is very hard. You have
to dedicate your life to your
baby.”

The Teen Parent Panel, a pro-
gram of Teen Talk located in
Redwood City, educates youth
on the realities of teen parent-
hood. Panelists share personal
stories with peers and provide
students and speakers with an
invaluable opportunity to learn
from each other.

These resilient teen parents
discuss issues from how their
relationships changed with their
partners, parents and friends,
to the pressures they felt to
become sexually active in the
first place.

Panelists make an impact
every time they present. Mayer-
lin’s story spurred one student
to offer her money. Another
student wrote: “Your story really
made me realize that having a
baby is lots of work and not an
easy job, and if youre planning
to have sex you need to talk
about birth control.”

Maria also had a baby at 16.
Maria discloses family conflict
when faced with her pregnancy;
many family members were
disappointed, while others saw
no problem.

Maria talks about how young
Latinas should focus on their
education before starting a fam-

Continued on next page
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As of Dec. 14, 2011, 104 donors have given
$101,940 to The Almanac Holiday Fund
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ily. A critical discussion given
52 percent of Latinas in the U.S.
will become pregnant as teens
and only one quarter finish high
school after having a baby.

Teen Talk’s Teen Parent Panel
is part of its comprehensive
approach to preventing teen
pregnancy. In addition, Teen
Talk partners with school dis-
tricts, including the Sequoia
Union High School District, to
provide classroom-based educa-
tion.

Nationally recognized for
its innovative work, Teen Talk
has been selected to start a new
program, Teen Success, aimed at
assisting teen mothers. Through
weekly support groups, these
teens gain information, skills
and learn behaviors to prevent
another pregnancy and graduate
high school.

Working together, Teen Talk’s
programs help teens beat the
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Gifts to the Holiday Fund benefit
Teen Talk Sexuality Education and
nine other local community-service
organizations.

odds by finishing school, keep-
ing a job, and escaping poverty.

As one teen mom says, teen
pregnancy is 100 percent pre-
ventable.

You can help Teen Talk get
this important message out by
giving to the Almanac Holiday
Fund. @

Visit teentalkca.org for more
information about Teen Talk.
Local contact info: Teen Talk, 120
James Ave., Redwood City, CA
94062. Call (650) 367-1937.

to programs that benefit Peninsula residents.

Last year, Almanac readers contributed

more than $95,000, and with available matching

grants, $138,678 was raised for 10 agencies that

feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide
numerous other services to those in need.

Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be

matched, to the extent possible, by generous com-

C ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula

Provides after-school and academic support and activities for
1,100 youths each day, ages 6 to 18. Operates clubhouses

in Menlo Parkis Belle Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto, and
Redwood City and after-school programs at schools in these com-
munities designed to extend the learning day and supplement the

schools's curriculum.

Ecumenical Hunger Program

Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, and
sometimes financial assistance to families in need, regardless of
religious preference, including Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets
for more than 1,500 households.

Ravenswood Family Health Center

Provides comprehensive primary medical, dental, behavioral and
preventive health care for all ages at clinics in Belle Haven and East
Palo Atto. Of the more than 30,000 registered patients, over 97
percent are low-income and uninsured from the ethnically diverse
East Palo Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

St. Anthonyis Padua Dining Room

Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week in a social and
friendly atmosphere to anyone in need. Funded entirely by voluntary
contributions from the community, St. Anthonyis is the largest dining
room for the needy between San Francisco and San Jose. It also
offers groceries to take home and distributes clothing to families.

Second Harvest Food Bank

The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula, Second
Harvest Food Bank distributes 45 million pounds of food each year. It
gathers donations from individuals and businesses and distributes food
to some 250,000 people each month through more than 650 agencies
and distribution sites in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

Name of donor
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munity corporations, foundations and individuals,
including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park, the
David and Lucille Packard Foundation and the
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. No ad-
ministration costs will be deducted from the gifts,
which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.

All donations to the Holiday Fund will be
shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies
listed below.

Project Read Menlo Park

Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo Park area.
Trained volunteers work one to one or in small groups to help
adults improve their basic reading, writing and English language
skills so they can achieve their goals and function more effectively
at home, at work, and in the community.

Shelter Network

Provides short term-shelter and transitional housing services to more
than 4,500 homeless men, women and children each year. Offers a
range of housing and support programs for families and individuals
to become self-sufficient and return to permanent housing.

Teen Talk

Provides educational programs for youth and adults to help teens
make healthy choices that will result in lower rates of teen preg-
nancy and sexually transmitted diseases. Its iTeen Talki program
serves more than 3,500 youth at public school sites in San Mateo
County.

StarVista

Formerly Youth and Family Enrichment Services, StarVista provides
many programs to help people who struggle with substance
abuse, domestic violence, mental health, relationship and communi-
cations issues. Helps strengthen youth, families, and individuals to
overcome challenges through counseling, education, and residential
services.

Fair Oaks Community Center

Provides housing assistance, childcare programs, older adult nutri-
tion, emergency shelter referrals, legal services for low income ten-
ants and loc-cost exercise programs for youth and adults.

Amount $
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State Zip
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The Almanac Holiday Fund
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Exp. Date
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The organizations named below provide major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.
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alendar

MEETINGS, MUSIC, THEATER, FAMILY ACTIVITIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Visit AimanacNews.com/calendar
to see more calendar listings

Art Galleries

‘Rodin and America’ An exhibit on sculptor
Auguste Rodin’s influence on American artists.
Through Jan. 1, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts
Center, 328 Lomita Drive, Stanford.

‘Small Treasures’ The Portola Art Gallery
hosts a group exhibition of smaller works for the
holiday gift season. Throughout December, the
gallery’s artists will show paintings and fine-art
photographs. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free.
Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor Road, Menlo Park.
Call 650-273-3505. www.portolaartgallery.com

“To Great Lengths’, Installations by
Esther Traugot Installation of works by artist
Esther Traugot. Traugot covers objects of nature
(trees, seeds, insects, branches) in crocheted
threads in an attempt to “prop up” or “put back”
what has been abandoned or broken. Through
Jan. 22,9 a.m.-7 p.m. Free. Community School
of Music and Arts (CSMA) at Finn Center, 230
San Antonio Circle, Mountain View. Call 650-
917-6800 ext. 306. www.arts4all.org

Sukey Bryan: ‘Waterforms’ Stanford artist
Sukey Bryan is exhibiting prints and large paint-
ings in the Anita Seipp Gallery. The art focuses
on water as it cycles through the natural envi-
ronment in many forms, including rain, ocean,
glaciers, icebergs and waterfalls. Jan. 3-Feb.

3, weekdays 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. Castilleja
School, 1311 Emerson St., Palo Alto. Call 650-
328-3160, extension 7878. www.castilleja.org

Winter Solstice Exhibition A winter-
solstice-themed exhibit will run through Jan. 25,
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. The Gallery at Fibre Arts
Design, 935 Industrial Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-
485-2121. www.fibreartsdesign.com

Auditions

‘Alice’ Los Altos Youth Theatre is holding audi-
tions for the play ‘Alice,” a quirky version of the
classic “Alice in Wonderland.” Actors should
prepare a one-minute monologue or poem
showing character and humor, come prepared
to move, and bring a list of rehearsal conflicts.
Jan. 9and 10, Ages 10-20 Rehearsal Jan 18 -
Mar 14 Performs Mar 15-30, Bus Barn Theatre
4-6 p.m. Free. Hillview Community Center, 97
Hillview Ave., Los Altos. Call 650-947-2796.
losaltosrecreation.org

Classes/Workshops

Rose Pruning and Care Encourage pro-
fuse flowering with winter pruning and proper
care. Learn about soil and amendments for
healthy, happy roses. Mulches are also dis-
cussed. The class will go to a nearby garden for
a demonstration and some hands-on pruning.
Bring: a snack; pruning shears are optional.
Jan. 7,10:30 a.m.-noon. $38. Common Ground
Garden Supply and Education Center, 559
College Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-493-6072.
rosepruningandcare.eventbrite.com/

Viva Badminton Winter Camp: A
two-week, two-session badminton academy
focuses on technique. Dec. 19-23 and Dec.
26-30, 9-11:30 a.m. Royal Badminton Academy,
190 Constitution Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025.
Call 650-838-9318. wintercamp.royalbadmin-
ton.com

Yoga 101 Workshop Series This work-
shop is designed for beginning students or
those wanting a step-by-step review. It focuses
on the fundamentals of yoga, breathing and
elemental versions of all poses. Thursdays, Jan.
19-Feb. 2, 7:15-8:30 p.m. $45 if paid before
Dec. 31, $50 afterward. Blue Iris Studio, 3485
El Camino Real, Palo Alto. Call 650-858-1440.
www.blueirisstudiopaloalto.com

Clubs/Meetings
Model Railroad Club Open House The
West Bay Model Railroad Association holds

monthly open houses the fourth Wednesday

of every month, and the club is currently seek-
ing new members who are interested in model
railroading, regardless of their skill level in the
hobby. 7-10 p.m. Free. West Bay Model Railroad
Association, 1090 Merrill St., Menlo Park. Call
650-322-0685. wbmrra.ning.com

Community Events

Holiday Skating on the Square Down-
town Redwood City hosts an outdoor skating
rink through the winter, through Jan. 16. Check
website for hours. $12 (skates are free). Court-
house Square, 2200 Broadway, Redwood City.
www.redwoodcity.org/events/skating.html

Used-Book Sale The Friends of the Palo Alto
Library organization is holding monthly sales of
used books, CDs and DVDs on Sat. and Sun.,
Jan. 14-15 and Feb. 11-12. Sale hours: Sat.:,
main sale room open 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; children’s
and bargain rooms open 10 a.m.-4 p.m,; Sun.,
all rooms open 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission free.
Cubberley Community Center, 4000 Middlefield
Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-213-8755. www.
fopal.com

Vegetarian Dinners The Peninsula Macro-
biotic Community serves a vegetarian dinner
every Monday (except holidays). Full vegan
meal includes soup, grain, beans or bean
products, vegetables, dessert and beverage.
Communal seating. Lecture monthly. Diners are
asked to make phone reservations by Mondays
at 9:30 a.m. Dec. 12-Jan. 30, 6:30-8 p.m. $15.
First Baptist Church, 305 N. California Ave., Palo
Alto. Call 650 599-3320. peninsulamacro.org

Concerts

‘Back to Bach’ Organist James Welch
performs his annual New Year’s Eve concert
with the music of Bach, including Prelude and
Fugue in D Major, Sonata in C Major, and set-
tings of In dulci jubilo. Joining him is his son
Nicholas, performing Bach’s Partita in B-flat
Major on the piano. Dec. 31, 8-9 p.m. $10 at
the door. St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 600
Colorado Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-856-9700.
welchorganist.com

‘I Like Ludwig’ SFCO presents a program of
Beethoven selections. Jan. 1, 3-5 p.m. Free. St.
Mark's Episcopal Church, 600 Colorado Ave.,
Palo Alto. Call 415-692-5258. www.sfchamber-
orchestra.org/concerts/mainstage/

Dance

New Year’s Eve Contra Dance Hosted at
a special location, this event features caller Tina
Fields and Star Thistle (Chetani Cheryl McKin-
ney, Dave Kistler, Lonna Whipple, David Wright).
Attendees are asked to bring a dish for the
potluck. Dec. 31, 8 p.m.-midnight, $20 general,
$16 for members, $10 for students. Palo Alto
Masonic Center, 461 Florence St., Palo Alto.
www.bacds.org/series/contra/palo_alto

Exhibits

‘directly indirect’ An exhibition called
“directly indirect” features abstract and repre-
sentational paintings and prints, and mixed-
media installations, by eight artists. Exhibit runs
Jan. 9-27, open weekdays 3-6 p.m. Reception:
Jan. 14, 5-7 p.m. Free. Kriewall-Haehl Gallery,
Woodside Priory School, 302 Portola Road, Por-
tola Valley. kriewallhaehlgallery.blogspot.com

‘Images of Menlo’ Art Exhibit The third-
annual “Images of Menlo” exhibit showcases
plein air art by Menlo College students and

local artists. The show, currently on display in
the Administration Building, includes more than
30 oil and acrylic paintings of the Menlo cam-
pus. Through Jan. 13, 9 am.-5 p.m. Free. Menlo
College, 1000 El Camino Real, Atherton. Call
650-543-3901. www.menlo.edu

‘Rodin and the Dancing Body’ Rodin’s
friendship with dance artist Isadora Duncan
is the starting point for this installation, during

With 250,000 people need-
ing its services each month,
the Second Harvest Food
Bank of San Mateo and Santa
Clara Counties is asking for
help to keep the shelves
stocked.

According to the nonprofit,

Second Harvest Food Bank needs cash

donations of food and money
have dropped compared to
last year, and the food bank
has only reached 25 percent
of its annual $11.3 million
fundraising goal.

Go to www.SHFB.org or
call 866-234-3663 to donate.
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which students will move through the museum’s
auditorium with their dancing bodies, provid-
ing visitors with a perspective on a significant
aspect of Rodin’s work. Through Jan. 1, open
Wednesday through Sunday from 11 a.m.to 5
p.m. and Thursdays until 8 p.m. Free. Cantor
Arts Center at Stanford University, 328 Lomita
Drive and Museum Way, Stanford. museum.
stanford.edu

‘The Legend of Rex Slinkard’ An exhibi-
tion focuses on the works of the early-20th-
century California artist Rex Slinkard. During
his life he emerged from his roots as a rancher
to become a painter who helped influence the
modernist bent of the nascent California art
scene. Through Feb. 26, open Wednesday
through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Thursdays until 8 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts Center
at Stanford University, 328 Lomita Drive and
Museum Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu

Antique Toys, 1870-1930 In addition to
early American toys, the exhibit also features
turn-of-the-century toy trains and accessories
from fine European toymakers such as Mark-
lin and Bing. Through April, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Free. Museum of American Heritage, 351
Homer Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-321-1004.
www.moah.org

Family and Kids

‘New Year at Noon ‘ Cheeky Monkey Toys
is hosting an early New Year's countdown for
kids and their parents, with crafts and a bal-
loon drop at the stroke of noon. Dec. 31, 10
a.m.-1 p.m. Free. Cheeky Monkey Toys, 640
Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park. www.cheeky-
monkeytoys.com

Information Night for Parents Bullis
Charter School is a small K-8 public school
based in Los Altos. Open enroliment ends Feb.
3, and an information session for parents is Jan.
10, 7-8 p.m. Free. Bullis Charter School, 102

W. Portola Ave., Los Altos. Call 650-947-4939 .
www.bullischarterschool.com

LEGO Holiday Display The Museum of
American Heritage (MOAH), The Bay Area
LEGO User Group (BayLUG) are co-hosting
the 2011 LEGO Holiday display at MOAH.
Weekends through Jan. 15, 11 a.m.-3:30
p.m. $2. Museum of American Heritage, 351
Homer Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-321-1004.
www.moah.org

Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo Ongo-
ing exhibits at the museum and zoo include
“Bobcat Ridge,” “Africa’s Bats,” exhibits on
physics and math, and a “Buzzz” display on
insects and spiders. Museum hours: Tue.-Sat.
from 10 a.m.to 5 p.m., Sun. 1-4 p.m. Free. Palo
Alto Junior Museum & Zoo, 1451 Middlefield
Road, Palo Alto. www.friendsjmz.org

Randel McGee as Hans Christian
Andersen Storyteller Randel McGee brings
Hans Christian Andersen and his famous fairy
tales to life, creating papercuts as he tells. For
ages 6 and up. Jan. 9, 4-4:45 p.m. Free. Ather-
ton Library, 2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane, Atherton.
Call 650-328-2422. www.smcl.org

Film

‘Last Call at the Oasis’ Castilleja School
will host a screening of the film “Last Call at the
Oasis” by director Jessica Yu (“Breathing Les-
sons: The Life and Work of Mark O'Brien”), fol-
lowed by a question-and-answer session. The
event is part of Castilleja’s “Global Week: Fresh
Water-Commodity or Human Right?” Jan. 3, 7-9
p.m. Free. Castilleja School, Chapel Theater,
1310 Bryant St., Palo Alto. Call 650-328-3160.

Live Music

Acoustic Blues Mighty Mississippi Acoustic
Blues night, with dinner served from 5 p.m. Dec.
30, 8-11 p.m. Free. Oak City Bar & Grill, 1029 El
Camino Real, Menlo Park. oakcitybarandgrill.
com

Kaye Bohler Band Reservations are sug-
gested for a New Year's Eve performance

by the bluesy Kaye Bohler Band, with dinner
served from 5 p.m. Dec. 31, 8:30 p.m. Oak City
Bar & Grill, 1029 EI Camino Real, Menlo Park.
oakcitybarandgril.com

Rolling Stones 50th Celebration The
Rolling Stones tribute concert “Satisfaction

5-0, A Celebration of 50 Years of The World's
Greatest Rock ‘N’ Roll Band” is planned on New
Year's Eve, with musician Rudy Colombini in the
lead role. Dec. 31, 8 p.m.-1 a.m. $39.50. Club
Fox, 2209 Broadway, Redwood City. Call 775-
220-0995. clubfoxrwe.com

On Stage

“The Secret Garden’ Theatre\WWorks pres-

Nick Lamkin of Atherton,
a senior at Sacred Heart Prep,
is featured as winner in the
experimental/abstract cate-
gory in the annual student art
competition in “The Artist’s
Magazine.”

His prize-winning work,
“Pig Headed,” shows a large
pig in military uniform with
small sheep wearing gas masks
in the foreground. Inspired by
Pink Floyd’s album “Animals,”
Nick selected newspaper and
magazine clippings show-
ing war and other tragedies
involving innocent victims

Pig Headed by Nicholas Lamkin of Atherton.

SHP student wins art contest

and adhered
them to the
background.
N i ¢ k
attended the
Rhode Island
School  of
Design pre-
college pro-
gram last
summer and plans to con-
tinue his art studies in col-
lege. His art teachers include
Peggy O’Leary, head of the
department of fine arts at
Sacred Heart Prep, and Phyllis
Aroner of Redwood City.

ents the musical adaptation of “The Secret
Garden,” based on the classic novel about a
young orphan who discovers a hidden garden.
Through Dec. 31, 8-9:45 p.m. $19-$72. Lucie
Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.
Call 650-463-1960. theatreworks.org

Michael Fosberg’s ‘Incognito’ After
being raised white, Michael Fosberg discovers
his father is black. He explores this in his auto-
biographical play. Jan. 14, 8-9:30 p.m. $15-$20.
Albert and Janet Schultz Cultural Arts Hall, Osh-
man Family Jewish Community Center, 3921
Fabian Way, Palo Alto. www.paloaltojcc.org

Outdoors

Historic Folger Stable Visitors can view
the historically restored Folger Stable and miles
of woodland trails. View historic displays and
video in the carriage room. Saturdays, 1-4 p.m.
Free. Wunderlich Park, 4040 Woodside Road,
Woodside. Call 650-851-2660.

Religion/Spirituality

New Year’s Eve Service The evening

— which will focus on the question “What pat-
tern do you want to set in the coming year?”
— includes a talk by Asha Praver, chanting,
meditation, affirmation and a fire ceremony
intended to give strength to positive resolu-
tions. Dec. 31, 7:30-8 p.m. Free. Ananda,
2171 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. Call 650-323-
3363. www.anandapaloalto.org

Seniors

‘Senior New Year’s Eve Day Bash’
Dancing and a buffet lunch, with a champagne
toast at 1:30 p.m. Tickets available at the Lucie
Stern and Cubberley community centers,
Avenidas and the Oshman Family Jewish Com-
munity Center. Dec. 30, 11 am.-2 p.m. $13
pre-sale/$18 day of event. Oshman Family Jew-
ish Community Center, Cultural Arts Hall, 3921
Fabian Way, Palo Alto, Palo Alto. Call 650-463-
4953. www.cityofpaloalto.org/recreation

Singles

‘Pre-New Year’s Eve Singles Dance’
Singles celebrate New Year's Eve one night
early. Dancing and DJ, hats and horns. Adults
of all ages are welcome. Dec. 30, 8 p.m.-mid-

night. $15 if bought by Dec. 29, $20 at the door.
Sheraton Hotel, 625 EI Camino Real, Palo Alto.
Call 415-507-9962. www.thepartyhotline.com

Sports

Menlo Atherton Little League Regis-
tration Menlo Atherton Little League registra-
tion is open. Children may be registered for
T-ball, A, AA, AAA and majors. The deadline is
Jan. 13, 2012. Go to www.m-all.org.

Talks/Authors

Ethics & War Series: Lawrence
Wright Lawrence Wright is an author,
screenwriter, playwright, and a staff writer for
The New Yorker magazine. Jan. 12, 7-8:30
p.m. Free. Cemex Auditorium, Zambrano Hall,
Knight Management Center, Stanford. Call
650-723-0997 . ethicsinsociety.stanford.edu

Jacqueline Widmar Stewart Jacque-
line Widmar Stewart shares “The Parks and
Gardens in Greater Paris,” benefiting East
Palo Alto Kids Foundation. Jan. 7, 7 p.m.
Free. Books Inc., 74 Town & Country Village,
Palo Alto. www.booksinc.net

Linda Grey Sexton Linda Grey Sexton
shares “Half in Love: Surviving the Legacy
of Suicide.” Jan. 11, 7 p.m. Free. Books Inc.,
74 Town & Country Village, Palo Alto. www.
booksinc.net

Michael Gazzaniga Author Michael
Gazzaniga speaks about his book “Whao's

In Charge?: Free Will and the Science of the
Brain.” Jan. 3, 7 p.m. Audience members
must buy the event book or a $10 gift card
(admits two); bookstore members get in free.
Kepler's Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo
Park. keplers.com

Volunteers

Nature Volunteer in Local Schools The
Palo Alto- and San Jose-based organization
Environmental Volunteers is seeking people to
help kids love science and nature. In various
schools, volunteers work with small groups

of children and involve them in hands-on,
discovery-based learning. Next training is Jan.
6, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Environmental Volunteers.
Call 650-961-0545. www.evols.org




LEHUA GREENMAN

Selling Cottages to Castles!

“Local Sales since 1986”
Call Jan today for BEST RESULTS!

“If you have
much, give of
your wealth; If
" | you have little,

give of your
heart.” JAN STROHECKER
Realtor, DRE00620365

BYRSTs]  529-2420 Residential » Land ¢ 1031 Exchanges
f t Direct: 650.906.6516

ogsier.com Email: janstrohecker@yahoo.com &

Think Globally, il

post Locally,

The - Make purchases
online guide « Write and read reviews
« Find deals and coupons
to Me.nlo Park « Buy gift certificates
businesses « Discover local businesses
Good for Business. Good for You.

Good for the Community.
Visit ShopMenloPark.com today

“If I want a Best Seller, I advertise in the
Almanac and the Weekly.” — Lyn Jason Cobb

As a Realtor serving Menlo Park, Palo Alto, Atherton, Portola Valley and
Woodside, I do my utmost to provide extraordinary service to my clients.
The Almanac and the Palo Alto Weekly is always where I advertise first
because I like the home delivery, editorial focus, and it is a great value.
I have always had great results promoting open homes in the Palo Alto
Weekly and The Almanac, and I also run in special publications like
Spring and Fall Real Estate, Neighborhoods and Info Menlo because of
the great coverage and online presence. I am also a big believer in the
Palo Alto Weekly’s Open Home Guide, which is by far the most accurate
and comprehensive. I’ve had many buyers bring in the guide to my ‘Open
Homes’ to see what I have listed.”

Lyn Jason Cobb

Rearror®, SRES, CHMS
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S PREMIER
LyN JasoN CoBB & ASSOCIATES

Kk
S
! ol
Q}, "
Your DreaM HoME SpeciaLIsT
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S PREMIER TEAM

650.566.5331 H
Mobile: 650.464.2622
www.CallLyn.com
Palo Al
Weekly PaloAlto . Almanac
1ST PLACE
NG
i @xpress

California Newspaper Publishers Association

We will work to help your business grow!
For Advertising information, please call
Neal Fine at (650) 223-6583

“The Almanac has been a
trusted part of my Real Estate

marketing strategy.”
— Ed Kah

“It is an excellent way to get information out to people in my market sphere
because it is an excellent newspaper. It carries area news and features

that people in Woodside, Portola Valley and Atherton want to know

about. When I list exceptional homes and estates, I want to get the word,
and the pictures, out. The Almanac is a great way to do that.”

Ed Kahl

(650) 400-2796
ed@edkahl.com
www.EdKahl.com

nAlmanac Palo Alto
L 4 @xpress

California Newspaper Publishers Association

We will work to help your business grow!
For Advertising information, please call
Neal Fine at (650) 223-6583

Premier Space for Lease on the Alameda!

The Almanac space at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park
is for lease. Up to 4,000 square feet is available, but smaller spaces
can be negotiated. The space includes plenty of parking and faces

high-traffic Alameda de las Pulgas.

For more information, contact Jon Goldman 650.329.7988 or Eric Sorensen
650.329.7986 at Premier Properties.
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PLACE AN AD

é ONLINE
fogster.com

é E-MAIL

ads@fogster.com

é PHONE
650/326-8216

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or
night and get your ad
started immediately online.
Most listings are free and
include a one-line free
print ad in our Peninsula
newspapers with the
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt
are employment ads,
which include a web
listing charge. Home
Services and Mind & Body
Services require contact
with a Customer Sales
Representative.

So, the next time you have
an item to sell, barter, give
away or buy, get the perfect
combination: print ads in
your local newspapers,
reaching more than 150,000
readers, and unlimited free
web postings reaching
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

INDEX

= BULLETIN
BOARD
100-199

= FOR SALE
200-299

= KIDS STUFF
330-399

= MIND & BODY
400-499

= JOBS
500-599

m BUSINESS
SERVICES
600-699

= HOME
SERVICES
700-799

= FOR RENT/
FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE
800-899

= PUBLIC/LEGAL
NOTICES

995997

The publisher waives any and all claims

or consequential damages due to errors.
Embarcadero Media cannot assume
responsibility for the claims or performance
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media has the
right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad solely
at its discretion without prior notice.

ketplac

=H <fogster.com

THE PENINSULA’S

™

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with
print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique web site offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

Bulletin
mBoard

115 Announcements

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING
ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency spe-
cializing in matching Birthmothers with
Families nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby's One True Gift
Adoptions 866-413-6293 (Void in lllinois)
(AAN CAN)

Dance Expressions - 5 to 6 years
Dance Expressions 2012 - NEW!
Introduction to opera

Stanford music tutoring

Thanks to Saint Jude

homeless cats need your help
museum volunteers

152 Research Study
Volunteers

punelpolls

il Sa8 SPIRLSA 8P °

Online & Mobile Game Testlng
PARENTS, TEENS & YOUNG ADULTS:
Sign up for Panelpolls.com & receive
invitations to participate in in-person
games & website testing, TV Show
Pilot screenings, focus groups &
more!

Sessions are 45-60 mins long and
pay $90-150.

Join panelpolls.com today!

120 Auctions

Advertise Your Auction

in 240 California newspapers for
one low cost of $550. Your 25 word
classified ad reaches over 6 million+
Californians. Free brochure call Elizabeth
(916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

130 Classes &

Instruction

Aviation Maintenance

Work on Jet Enginess. Train for Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA approved.
Financial aid if qualified - Job place-
ment assistance. Call Aviation Institute
of Maintenance (888) 242-3382 toll
free. (Cal-SCAN)

High School Diploma!

Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure.
Call Now! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN)

CEMETERY PLOT, Alta Mesa

Lawn plot in Alta Mesa Memorial Park
in Palo Alto. Plot will accommodate 1
casket or 1 casket and 1 urn or 2 urns.
Current market value $8800.00.

250 Musical

Instruments

Donate 1916 Baldwin Palor Grand Piano
to a charitable orginization, appraised at
$5,000.00, or sell B/O

Schimmel Grand Piano

Schimmel conert chamber grand
piano(CC 208LE)(6ft 10in). Purchased in
1999 and in excellent condition. Seller
is moving.

Kid’s
m Stuff

mFor Sale

330 Child Care

Offered

Holiday Art Camps 650 799 0235
https://www.babysitterhg.com/
Nanny Personal Assistant

201 Autos/Trucks/

Parts
BMW 2008 328i Sedan - $23,988
Mini 2009 Mini Cooper - $18,300

202 Vehicles Wanted

CASH FOR CARS:

Any Car/Truck. Running or
Not!  Top  Dollar  Paid. We
Come To You! Call For Instant Offer:
1-888-420-3808 www.cash4car.com

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!

Graduate in just 4 weeks!! FREE
Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546
Ext. 97 www.continentalacademy.com
(AAN CAN)

German language class

Instruction for Hebrew
Bar and Bat Mitzvah

For Affiliated and Unaffiliated
George Rubin, M.A. in
Hebrew/Jewish Education
650/424-1940

133 Music Lessons

Barton-Holding Music Studio
Accepting new students for private vocal
lessons. All levels. Call Laura Barton,
650/965-0139

FUN, Piano/Guitar/Violin Lessons

Hope Street Music Studios

In downtown Mtn. View Most instruments,
voice All ages & levels (650)961-2192
www.hopestreetmusicstudios.com

Jazz & Pop Piano Lessons

Learn how to build chords and impro-
vise. Bill Susman, M.A., Stanford.
(650)906-7529

Piano Lessons in your home
Children and adults. Christina Conti,
B.M. 15+ yrs exp. 650/493-6950

SMALL GROUP CHORAL SINGING

The Manzana Music School
www.ManzanaMusicSchool.com
Palo Alto Kids & Adults Guitar, Banjo,
Mandolin, Violin, Cello,& Bass lessons

135 Group Activities

http://www.meetup.com/omgmeetupg
145 Non-Profits
Needs

DONATE BOOKS/HELP OUR LIBRARIES

150 Volunteers
Conversation Partners needed
Fosterers Needed for Moffet Cats
FRIENDS OF THE PA LIBRARY
Help feed cats shorelineSafeway

Donate a Vehicle

2011 Tax Deduction! Help struggling
families. Cars, trucks, boats and RV's
wanted running or not. Free towing/
Tax deductible. 877-493-GIVE (4483).
www.MakeADifferenceDonations.org
(Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat

to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
888-902-6851. (Cal-SCAN)

Sell your car, truck, SUV

today! All 50 states, fast pick-up and
payment. Any condition, make or
model. Call now 1-877-818-8848.
www.MyCarforCash.net. (Cal-SCAN)

345 Tutoring/

Lessons
Chess Lessons for kids and adult
French Group lesson 650-691-9863

355 Items for Sale
4 Years BOY Summer clothes$40
Avent bottles,bowls,forks,spoons
Big lotBOY 5Years winterclothes
Box withBoyBabyBlankets/comforte
BOY24mon SUMMER only clothes
Jackets BOY 6mon-3 years $5
Pink BarbieJeep1998MattelRemote
Size 3T suit/tuxedo jacketReniew
Stuffed animals box full only$20
Toddler shoes Size 4-6Boy - 3
Toddler Soccer cleats sizel3 $5

Mind
m & Body

210 Garage/Estate

Sales
Redwood City, Quartz St, ONGOING

215 Collectibles &

Antiques
custom & designer clothing - Svaries

220 Computers/

Electronics
Have a business? You need Free V

235 Wanted to Buy

CASH FOR GUNS!
Eddy’s, Mtn.View (650)969-GUNS

240 Furnishings/

Household items
Cafe Latte-Colored Leather Sofa - $700

245 Miscellaneous

Infrared iHeater

Save up to 50 percent off your next
heating bill. Advanced Portable Infrared
iHeater! Heat 1000 sq. ft. for about
5 cents an hour! Free Shipping! Call
1-888-807-5741. (Cal-SCAN)

Alta Masa Plot - $6200.00

Alta Masa Plot
Subdivision 7, Hillview, will negotiate.
808-280-6075

415 Classes
2-DAY INTENSIVE Hypnosis: Creati

425 Health Services

Diabetics with Medicare
Get a Free Talking Meter and diabetic
testing supplies at No Cost, plus FREE
home delivery! Best of all, this meter
eliminates painful finger pricking! Call
888-781-9376. (Cal-SCAN)

Sleep Apnea Sufferers

with  Medicare. Get FREE CPAP
Replacement Supplies at No Cost, plus
FREE home delivery! Best of all, prevent
red skin sores and bacterial infection!
Call 888-699-7660. (Cal-SCAN)

PLACE AN AD

ONLINE: fogster.com
E-MAIL: ads@fogster.com

PHONE: 650/326-8216

IT'S EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD VIA
THE INTERNET. JUST GO TO —
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

mJobs

500 Help Wanted

Technology
Hewlett-Packard State and
Local Enterprise Services, Inc.

is accepting resumes for the fol-
lowing positions in Palo Alto, CA:

Business Analyst (Ref.
#RSLPALBA21). Research, elicit,
analyze, validate and document busi-
ness requirements, and to ensure
that requirements clearly reflect true
business needs, correctly repre-
senting all stakeholders. Extensive
travel required to various unantici-
pated locations throughout the U.S.

Technology Consultant (Ref.
#RSLPALTC31) Provide technol-
ogy consulting to customers and
internal project teams. Provide
technical support and/or leadership
in creation and delivery of technol-
ogy solutions designed to meet
customers’ business needs and,
consequently, for understanding
customers’ businesses. Extensive
travel required to various unantici-
pated locations throughout the U.S.

ITO Service Delivery Consultant
(Ref. #RSLPALITO11) Provide exper-
tise for IT infrastructure, application
infrastructure, and related services
throughout the lifecycle of a deal in
accordance with contractually estab-
lished terms and conditions and estab-
lished technical standards. Extensive
travel required to various unantici-
pated locations throughout the U.S.

Mail resume to Hewlett-Packard State
and Local Enterprise Services, Inc.,
5400 Legacy Drive, MS H1-6F-61,
Plano, TX 75024. Resume must
include Ref. #, full name, email
address and mailing address. No
phone calls please. Must be legally
authorized to work in the U.S. without
sponsorship. EOE.

560 Employment

Information

$SSHELP WANTEDSSS

Extra Income! Assembling CD cases
from Home! No Experience Necessary!
Call  our Live Operators Now!
1-800-405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Classified Advertising

Reach Californians with a Classified ad
in almost every county! Experience the
power of classifieds! Combo~California
Daily and Weekly Networks. One order.
One payment. Free Brochures. eliza-
beth@cnpa.com or (916)288-6019.
(Cal-SCAN)

Driver

Build your own hometime! Daily pay! New
trucks! Local orientation. 31 Service
Centers. Van and Refrigerated. CDL-A,
3 months recent experience required.
800-414-9569. www.driveknight.com
(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers: CDL Training

Career Central. No money down. CDL
training. Work for us or let us work for
you! Unbeatable Career Opportunities.
*Trainee *Company Driver *Lease
Operator Earnup to $51k *Lease Trainers
Earn up to $80k 1-877-369-7126.
www.CentralDrivingJobs.net (Cal-SCAN)

EARN $75-$200 HOUR

(Now 25% Off), Media Makeup & Airbrush
Training. For Ads, TV, Film, Fashion. 1 wk
class &. Portfolio. AwardMakeUpSchool.
com 310-364-0665 (AAN CAN)

Paid In Advance!

Make $1,000 a Week mailing brochures
from home! Guaranteed Income! FREE
Supplies! No experience required. Start
Immediately! www.homemailerprogram.
net (AAN CAN)

Truck Drivers

Will provide CDL training. Part-time driv-
ing job with fulltime benefits. Get paid
to train in the California Army National
Guard. www.NationalGuard.com/Truck
or 1-800-Go-Guard. (Cal-SCAN)

Utility Line Locators

UtiliQuest is hiring Utility Line Locators
in your area. GED/HS, drug, MVR, back-
ground screen required. Outdoor job.
www.UtiliQuest.com, UtiliQuest is an
Equal Opportunity Employer. (Cal-SCAN)

Business
m Services

640 Legal Services

Auto Accident Attorney

Inuried in an auto accident? Call Jacoby
and Meyers for a free case evaluation.
Never a cost to you. Don't wait, call
now, 888-685-5721.(Cal-SCAN)

Social Security

Disability Benefits. You Win or Pay
Us Nothing. Contact Disability Group,
Inc. Today! BBB Accredited. Call For
Your FREE Book and Consultation.
877-490-6596. (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home

Business Services

Advertise Truck Driver Jobs

in 240 California newspapers for
one low cost of $550. Your 25 word
classified ad reaches over 6 million+
Californians. Free brochure call Elizabeth
(916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Display Advertising

Advertise a display Business Card sized
ad in 140 California newspapers for
one low cost of $1,550. Your display
3.75x2" ad reaches over 3 million+
Californians. Free brochure call Elizabeth
(916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

695 Tours & Travel

Cyber Consumer

Check out some diverse travel
destinations.

Go to: http://www.cyberconsumer.net

Home
m Services

Driver: New Career

for the New Year! No experience needed!
No credit check! Top industry pay and
quality training. 100% Paid CDL Training.
1-800-326-2778. www.JoinCRST.com
(Cal-SCAN)

Drivers

A better career with Melton. Great equip-
ment and benefits. 2 Months CDL Class
A Driving Experience. 1-877-258-8782.
www.MeltonTruck.com (Cal-SCAN)

To place a Classified ad
in The Almanac call 326-8216
or online at fogster.com

710 Carpentry

Cabinetry-Individual Designs
Precise, 3-D Computer Modeling:
Mantels * Bookcases * Workplaces
* Wall Units Window  Seats.
Ned Hollis, 650/856-9475

No phone
number in the ad?
GO TO

FOGSTER.COM
for contact information

GO TO FOGSTER.COM 10O RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS
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THE PENINSULA'S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

S’fsMARKETPLACE the printed version of

fogster.com

715 Cleaning

Services
R sevices

Window Washing ¢ Steam Carpet Cleaning
* Pressure Washing ¢ Gutter Cleaning

CALLUS (650)444-1399

TODAY! calcleaning@yahoo.com

CLEANING

Family House Service

Weekly or bi-weekly green cleaning.
Comm'l., residential, apts. Honest,
reliable, family owned. Refs. Sam,
650/315-6681.

i: P A N Since 1985

Landscape & Maintenance

Concrete ® Pavers
Driveways © Yard maintenance
(408) 945-0500
Lic.#692142  Panlandscape.com

College Student

Will haul and recycle your unwant-
ed items and do genl. clean up.
650/641-3078; 650/868-6184

Frank’s Hauling

Commercial, Residential, Garage,
Basement & Yard. Clean-up. Fair prices.
650/361-8773

R.G. Landscape

Yard clean-ups, maintenance, instal-
lations. Call Reno for free est.
650/468-8859

WEEKLY MAINTENANCE

TRIMMING/ PRUNING, TREE SERVICE,
STUMP  GRINDING, CLEAN UPS,
AERATION, IRRIGATION, ROTOTILLING.
ROGER: 650.776.8666

Holiday Cleaning

by Tere. Houses Apartments
Offices. Genl. cleaning, laundry, ironing,
comml./res. Excel. refs. Lic. #40577.
650/281-8637

*

House Cleaning Services

All household Cleaning. 6 yrs exp.,
Fair Rates. 15/HR, Refs. 1st visit 10%
discount. 650-630-0606

magna housecleaning
Maribel Hernandez

Olga’s Housecleaning
Res./Com. Wkly/mo. Low Rates. Local
Refs. 25 years Exp. & Friendly. | love My
Job! Ins. (650)380-1406

Orkopina

Housecleaning
“The BEST Service for You”

Bonded  Since 1985  Insured
© Dependable, Trustworthy, Detailed
© Laundry, Ironing, Change Linens
o Wash Walls, Windows and Blinds
© Move In/Move Out and Remodel Clean-up
© Power Wash
* Landscape and Concrete Work

(650)962-1536- Lic. 020624

www.orkopinabestcleaningservice.com

Socorro’s Cleaning Service
Full housecleaning, laundry. San Carlos
to MV. 650/465-3765

730 Electrical

A FAST RESPONSE!

Small Jobs Welcome. lic #545936
Bob 650-343-5125.
www.HillsboroughElectric.com

751 General
Contracting

NOTICE TO READERS It is illegal
for an unlicensed person to perform
contracting work on any project val-
ued at $500.00 or more in labor and
materials. State law also requires
that contractors include their license
numbers on all advertising. Check
your contractor’s status at www.cslb.
ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB (2752).
Unlicensed persons taking jobs that
total less than $500.00 must state
in their advertisements that they are
not licensed by the Contractors State
License Board.

767 Movers
Armando’s Moving
Homes, Apartments, Storage. Full
Service moves. Serving the Bay

Area for 20 yrs. Licensed & Insured.
Armando,650-630-0424. CAL-T190632

SHMOOVER

LICENSE CAL.T-118304
Serving the Peningula since 1975/0wner-Operated!

327-5493

771 Painting/

Wallpaper

Gary Rossi PAINTING

Free 2 gal. paint. Water damage
repair, wallpaper removal. Bonded. Lic
#559953. 650/207-5292

795 Tree Care

Palo Alto
TREE SERVICE

© Crown reduction, thinning
* Removal & Stum%Grind_ing
Owner Operated & Supervised
25 yrs Ex& Lic & Ins. #819244
(650) 380-2297

Real
mE state

801 Apartments/

Condos/Studios
Mountain View, 2 BR/1 BA - $1750

Mountain View, Studio BR/1 BA - $1225

Palo Alto, 1 BR/1 BA - $1,595/mo

Sunnyvale - $1,795/mo

Sunnyvale, 2 BR/2 BA - $1,795/mo

805 Homes for Rent

$3250 / 2br - 1200ft beautiful Midtown
Duplex Home In The Heart Of Palo
Alto.2+br/2.5 (sf Bay / Palo Alto) , 2
BR/2.5 BA - $3250

809 Shared Housing/

Rooms

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM
Browse hundreds of online listings with
photos and maps. Find your roommate
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://
www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

Tahoe Vista Townhouse

Heratage Cove 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath
townhouse. Sleeps 6. Newly remod-
eled and on the beach. 15 minutes
to Northstar. $400/night, $500 dam-
age deposit plus S$150 cleaning fee.

Absolutely No Smoking or Pets.

855 Real Estate

Services

Pebble Beach & Carmel Homes
Considering a second home in PEBBLE
BEACH or CARMEL? Start your search at
www.AdamMoniz.com

825 Homes/Condos

for Sale
Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA - 1,699.00

840 Vacation

Rentals/Time Shares

Advertise Vacation Property

in 240 California newspapers for
one low cost of $550. Your 25 word
classified ad reaches over 6 million+
Californians. Free brochure call Elizabeth
(916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Sunnyvale, 2 BR/2 BA - $2000

PALO ALTO ARCHITECT

PLACE
AN AD

ONLINE: fogster.com
E-MAIL: ads@fogster.com
PHONE: 650/326-8216

Italian Painter
Residential/Commercial, Interior/
Exterior. Detailed prep work. 25 years
experience. Excel. Refs. Call Domenico
(650)575-9032

CJ TIGHE

CONSTRUCTION e

Since1990!

GENERAL BuILDING
CONTRACTORS
Additions * Remodels * Baths, Kitchens
* New Homes * Seismic Upgrades
650-322-7930

PL/PD STATE LIC# 608358
www.cjtigheconstruction.com

754 Gutter Cleaning

Carlson’s Rain Gutter Cleaning
Roof cleaning and pressure
washing. 20 years in business
(650)322-5030

Alex Electric

Lic #784136. Free Est. 757 Handyman/

All electrical. =

Alex, (650)366-6924 Repairs

748 Gardening/ AAA HANDYMAN
- AND MORE

La"dscap“‘g Repairs ¢ Electrical ¢ Plumbing

Beckys Landscape

Weekly/periodic maint. Annual rose/fruit
tree pruning, clean-ups, irrigation, sod,
planting, raised beds. Power washing.
650,/493-7060

Carpentry « Fences ¢ Painting
IKEA furn. Assembled * Senior Discount

Lic.# 468963 Since 1976 Licensed & Insured

J. L. GARDENING SERVICE

o Garden & Landscape Care
o Full Weekly or Bi-Weekly Service
o Cleanups o Free Est.
25 Years of Exp.
FIRST SERVICE VISIT FREE
650-520-9097
www.JLGARDENING.COM

ABLE HANDYMAN rre

Pinnacle
Painting Inc.

e Interior and Exterior
¢ Residential and
Commercial
e Clean & Punctual
* Member of Palo Alto
Chamber of Commerce
#: HOLIDAY SPECIAL %%

2 free gallons when painting
“entire home
www.PinnaclePaintinginc.net

650.799.8495

license #889532

STYLE PAINTING

Comm'l/Res. Full service paint-
ing and decorating. Lic. 903303.
650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete

CONCRETE REMOVAL
& REPLACEMENT
Driveways, Patios,
Sidewalks & Foundations

650-630-5156
#372196

© Complete Home Repairs ® Mai e
© Remodeling ® Professional Painting
o Carpentry ® Plumbing e Electrical
 Custom Cabinet Design ® Deck & Fence
© And Much More
30 Years Experience

650.529.1662 » 483.4227

Jody Horst

Landscape Artist

856-9648

¢ Design, Install, Consult

* Drip & Spray lIrrigation

¢ Clean-up & Maintenance

e Lawns & Rock Gardens

* Edible Gardens, Veggie
Boxes Lic. #725080

LANDA'S GARDENING &
LANDSCAPING

*Yard Maintenance *New
Lawns*Clean Ups*Tree
Trimming *Wood Fences* Power
Washing. 17 years experience.
Senior Discount 650-576-6242

Leo Garcia Landscape/
Maintenance

Lawn and irrig. install, clean-ups.
Res. and comml. maint. Free Est.
Lic. 823699. 650/369-1477.

Mario’s Gardening
Maintenance, clean-ups.
650/365-6955; 995-3822

Free est.

Electrical ® Plumbing ® Painting
Carpentry e Tile  Wallpapering

22 years serving your area
FREE ESTIMATES » REFERENCES

ED RODRIGUEZ

Roe General Engineering
Concrete, asphalt, sealing, pavers,
new construct, repairs.

34 yrs exp. No job too small.

Lic #663703 * 650/814-5572

779 Organizing

Services

End the Clutter & Get Organized
Residential Organizing

by Debra Robinson

(650)941-5073

(ERERIERCIRIEILY 790 Roofing
Keane Construction Al Peterson noﬂﬁng
Specializing in Home Repairs j since 1946

Kitchens,  Bathrooms,  Stucco,
Dry Rot & Masonry and more!
650-430-3469 Lic.#743748

Miller’s Maintenance

Plumbing, Painting, Tile and wall
repair. Free Est. No job too small.
Senior discount. 25 years exp.
650/669-3199

759 Hauling

a J & G HAULING SERVICE

Misc. junk, office, appliances,
garage, storage, etc, clean-ups. Old
furniture, green waste and yard junk.
Licensed & insured. FREE ESTIMATES

650/368-8810

Specializing in
 Repairs  Reroofing
e Maintenance

o Gutter cleaninge Moss removal
650-493-9177

0

792 Pool Services

[REORTOLA VALLEY
POOL SERVICE
Certified Pool/Spa Operator

Licensed & Insured e,
CPQ Registration No. 94-295916 g,;_‘\%

l650-854-1004 =

Public Notices

995 Fictitious Name

Statement

BOCCI DESIGNS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No.: 247608

The following Person(s) is (are) doing
business as:

Bocci Designs, located at 125
Somerset Street, Redwood City, CA
94062, San Mateo County.

Is (Are) hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s):

EILEEN R. BOCCI

125 Somerset Street

Redwood City, CA 94062

This business is conducted by:

An Individual.

The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed herein on 10/31/2011.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on November 14, 2011.
(Almanac Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2011)

THE COLLEGE TOOLBOX

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No.: 247840

The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:

The College Toolbox

1810 Cordilleras

Redwood City, CA 94062, San Mateo
County.

Is (Are) hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s):

JAMES KOBLICK

1810 Cordilleras

Redwood City, CA 94062

This business is conducted by: An
Individual.

The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed herein on 11/01/2011.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on November 30, 2011.
(Almanac Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2011)

COOK SMARTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No.: 247940

The following Person(s) is (are) doing
business as:

Cook Smarts, located at 1983 Euclid
Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San
Mateo County.

Is (Are) hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s):

JESSICA DANG

1983 Euclid Avenue

Menlo Park, CA 94025

This business is conducted by: Sole
Proprietor.

The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed herein on N/A.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on December 7, 2011.
(Almanac Dec. 21, 28, 2011, Jan. 4,
11, 2012)

FILING YOUR FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT? We Offer Professional
Help. ALMANAC e 326-8210.

997 All Other Legals

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO

Case No.: CIV509889

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: NAZIA GIVENS filed a petition
with this court for a decree changing
names as follows:

YOUSEUF MOHAMMAD MESKIENYAR to
YOSEF GIVENS.

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name should not
be granted. Any person objecting to the
name changes described above must
file a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least two
court days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear at
the hearing to show cause why the peti-
tion should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: Friday, January
6, 2012, 9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ, Room:
2E of the Superior Court of California,
County of San Mateo, 400 County
Center, Redwood City, CA 94063.

A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE shall be published at least once
each week for four successive weeks
prior to the date set for hearing on

the petition in the following newspaper
of general circulation, printed in this
county:

THE ALMANAC

Date: November 22, 2011

/s/ Beth Labson Freeman

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

(The Almanac Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28,
2011)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO

Case No.: CIV509936

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner LYDIA CARDOZA BELLO filed
a petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:

LYDIA CARDOZA BELLO to LYDIA B.
CARDOZA.

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name should not
be granted. Any person objecting to the
name changes described above must
file a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least two
court days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear at
the hearing to show cause why the peti-
tion should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: January 10,
2012, 9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ, Room:

2E of the Superior Court of California,
County of San Mateo, located at 400
County Center, Redwood City, CA
94063

A copy'of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks prior

to the date set for hearing on the peti-
tion in the following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this county:
THE ALMANAC.

Date: December 2, 2011

/s/ Beth Labson Freeman

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(The Almanac Dec. 14, 21, 28, 2011,
Jan. 4, 2012)

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to sec-
tions 21700 - 21716 of the California
Business and Professions Code, known
as the California Self-Service Storage
Facility Act, that the undersigned, ALL
ABOARD MINI STORAGE will sell at
public auction on January 16th, 2012
at 3:00 P.M. at 1520 WILLOW RD.,
MENLO PARK, CA 94025 the following
personal property, household goods,
business property and/or vehicle to wit:

137 Tavakeoma Vailea Mataele aka.
Tavakeoma Mataele aka. T Mataele
Microwave, Night Stand, Clothing,
Bedding, Baby's Furniture, Air
Conditioner, and Approx. 20 Boxes.

204 David Allen Thompson aka. David
Thompson Stools/Bar Aquarium,
Clothing, Vacuum/Carpet Cleaner.

Air Conditioner, Tool Box, Trash and
Approx. 2 Bags.

358 Suzanne Meholic aka. Suzanne
Christine Meholic 1 Chest and Approx.
12 Plastic Bins.

Said sale is for the purpose of satisfy-
ing lien of the undersigned for storage
fees, advertising, and lien costs. The
undersigned reserves the right to
refuse any and all bids. All rights to
damages by reason of a deficiency on
this resale and incidental damages, and
any and all other appropriate remedies
are hereby reserved.

Dated this 19th day of December,
2011

J. Michael's Auction, Inc.
State License Bond #142295787
(916) 5431575

Dates Published December 28th, 2011
and January 4th, 2012

By: Jodi Parker

Agent for Owner
Almanac

Call Alicia Santillan
(650) 326-8210 x6578

to assist you with your
legal advertising needs.

Or e-mail her at:

asantillan@paweekly.com
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