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MENLO PARK

$3,195,000

With Mediterranean influence, this 

West Menlo home was designed with 

great respect for quality, architectural 

detail and craftsmanship. This 3 year 

old home enjoys an open floor plan with 

5bd/3.5ba. The expansive backyard 

allows for outdoor entertaining on a 

grand scale.

WOODSIDE

$13,750,000

On one of Woodside’s most coveted 

streets, this stunning home completed 

in 2010 evokes all the appeal of a rural 

European villa. 3+/- landscaped acres, 

resort-inspired outdoor amenities, guest 

house, plus an extraordinary main 

residence.

ATHERTON

$4,188,000  

Beautifully remodeled 4bd/3.5ba ranch-

style home on 1.14+/- acres. Spacious 

office/media room, exercise room, 

bonus room and wine cellar. Garage 

space for 4 cars, pool and tennis court. 

Las Lomitas schools.
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UPFRONT

By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

I
t all started as a fathers-
and-sons project: La 
Entrada seventh-graders 

Max Colbert and Matthew 
Dillabough became intrigued 
by the idea of creating their 
own iPhone apps, and enlist-
ed their dads to help them 
learn code and make prod-
ucts for Apple’s App Store.
 For six months begin-
ning last year, the foursome 
immersed themselves in the 
project, building a number 
of apps relating to topics 
ranging from the computer 
game “Call of Duty: Modern 
Warfare” and Star Wars to 
the Lakers basketball team 
and celiac disease, accord-
ing to Linda Itskovitz, Max’s 
mother.
 The fruits of their labor 
didn’t take long to ripen: 
Both boys have had apps 
accepted by the App Store, 
they note with excitement.
 Matthew’s quiz on celiac 
disease is now available to 
the world of iPhone and iPad 

users, and he says he’s close to 
having a second one — “with 
information and cool facts” 
about the disease, which he 
has — accepted as well.
 And Max’s app on “Call 
of Duty: Modern Warfare 3 
Facts & Guide,” is steadily 
making its way toward his 
goal of 100,000 downloads by 
June. The project demanded 
about 20 hours of research, 
he says, and he’s done a num-
ber of updates since the app 
was first made available. 
 Their success has led to 
a recently completed pilot 
program of two weekend 
camps to teach other kids the 
art of the app: building them, 
submitting them to the App 
Store and, in the process, 
sharpening their presenta-
tion skills.
 Now, the boys are gearing 
up for four one-week sum-
mer camp academies to teach 
sixth- through ninth-grade 
kids the skills they’ve devel-
oped over the last year. Their 
new enterprise, the Menlo 
App Academy, will be con-
ducted in the converted pool 

house of the Atherton home 
of one of the families.
 Even in an area that grows 
entrepreneurs like window 
box planters sprout mari-
golds, Max and Matthew 
are unusual, given their age 
and the academic demands 
on their time. Enthusiastic, 
articulate and demonstrably 
skilled in the areas of research 
and technology, the boys are 
as eager to share their skills 
in building apps through 
their academy as they are to 
share the passion they feel 
for the subjects they’ve built 
their apps around.
 Matthew’s father, Gary 
Dillabough, notes that the 
boys are also sharing their 
technical expertise with 
adults, and will hold a class 
for interested teachers at 
their school.
 During the pilot program, 
the six participating students 
created apps on subjects 
including World Cup soc-
cer, chess, Morse code, and 

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Menlo App Academy founders Max Colbert, left, and Matthew Dillabough show some iPhone apps 
they’ve created. The boys are seventh-graders at La Entrada.

Kids are teachers in new academy
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Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri ‘til 9 pm; Market: Mon - Sat 9-7 pm 
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS  Market: 10-5 pm; Restaurant:11-7 pm  

Seafood Dinners from $595 to $995

Try our new Grilled Seafood Specials
Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips

Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.

STEVE GRAY offers 
30+ years of 

local knowledge.
Born in Menlo Park.
Raised in Atherton.

A Woodside resident.

Available at 

PeninsulaSpecialist.com

Summary Real Estate Reports 
for Week of April 23.

Steve Gray
DRE# 01498634

650-743-7702
sgray@cbnorcal.com

REPORTS FOR:

Atherton 

Woodside

Portola Valley 

Menlo Park

2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City    
(650) 369-5250   9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat. 

Coffee roasting & fine teas,  
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View    
(650) 938-2020

Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.  
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

See APP ACADEMY, page 6
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ALLIED ARTS 
GUILD 

75 ARBOR RD - MENLO PARK

 

The Jean and Bill Lane
Lecture Series  2011–2012

Presents

Martin Amis

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
INFORMATION: 650.723.0011    HTTP://CREATIVEWRITING.STANFORD.EDU 
Sponsored by Stanford University’s Creative Writing Program

Reading
MONDAY, MAY 7 , 2012, 8:00 PM

CEMEX AUDITORIUM

KNIGHT MANAGEMENT CENTER
641 KNIGHT WAY, STANFORD UNIVERSITY

“Sentence by sentence, Amis still writes some of 
the keenest prose in English today.”

 - The New RepublicPhoto by Isabel Fonseca

presents

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

INFORMATION:  650.723.0011     HTTP://CREATIVEWRITING.STANFORD.EDU 

Sponsored by Stanford University Creative Writing Program

NAME OF PROJECT: Construction of New and Existing Metal 

Storage Building Project

LOCATION: Within the existing West Bay Sanitary District 

(District) Flow Equalization Facility (FEF) located at 1700 Marsh 

Road in the City of Menlo Park (City). The regional vicinity of the site 

is located east of Bayfront Parkway and Marsh Road in Menlo Park.   

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The District, a special district of the State 

of California, proposes to construct a new and existing metal stor-

age building and rehabilitate the existing metal storage building on 

the existing site.  The proposed improvements will be approximately 

5,600 square feet of new and 2,100 square feet of existing within an 

allowable 26,000 square feet area.  The storage building will house 

existing equipment that the District requires to continue providing daily 

and emergency response to the service area.  The proposed project 

consists of traffic, noise, and dust control elements to insure compli-

ance with City requirements.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the West Bay Sanitary District, 

San Mateo County, California intends to adopt a Negative Declaration 

for this project.  This Negative Declaration is based upon a finding that 

there is no substantial evidence before the District that the project will 

have a significant effect upon the environment.  The reasons to sup-

port such a finding are documented by an Initial Study prepared by 

the District.   To obtain a copy of the Draft Negative Declaration (which 

includes the Initial Study) or review information used to prepare the 

Initial Study, contact Phil Scott, West Bay Sanitary District, 500 Laurel 

Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025, (650) 321-0384.

The public review period for the Draft Negative Declaration begins on 

April 16, 2012 and ends on May 14, 2012.  Please submit any written 

comments on the Draft Negative Declaration to the District by 5:00 

p.m., Monday, May 14, 2012.  A public hearing will be held before 

the District Board of Directors on May 23, 2012 at 7:00 p.m., in the 

District Offices located at 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, California.  

Following the public hearing, the Board will consider approving the 

Negative Declaration.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT
A NEGATIVE DECLARATION

/s/ Phil Scott   

Phil Scott

District Manager

Dated: April 16, 2012   

Support The Almanac’s coverage 
of our community.

Memberships begin at only 17¢ per day

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/Almanac
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Is this it?
Menlo Park releases ‘final’ plan for El Camino Real and downtown 

Rendering courtesy of the city of Menlo Park

The specific plan’s vision for El Camino Real, looking north at the intersection of Ravenswood Avenue, with Kepler’s bookstore on the right. The plan recommends keeping 
four lanes along the main thoroughfare, and adding improvements to let pedestrians and bicyclists more easily negotiate the street. 

By Sandy Brundage 
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he plan to re-imagine the down-
town/El Camino Real areas of 
Menlo Park began five years ago, 

in 2007. “We need to do something,” 
said one participant in the series of 
workshops that followed.
 Now, in 2012, that “something” that 
needs to be done has taken what may 
be its final shape for the next three 
decades.
 One man behind the plan, Thomas 
Rogers, the city’s associate planner, has 
the unenviable task of shepherding the 
process through meeting after meet-
ing. He had nothing but praise for the 
effort of commissioners and council 
members who reviewed the plan.
 “Menlo Park is lucky to have that 
kind of dedication, as well as exper-
tise — they all really understand the 

details, as well as the overall concepts,” 
he told the Almanac.
 The city staff was also happy with 
turnout at community workshops. 
The level of participation impressed 
other cities, he said, noting that “get-
ting 150 people to a discussion about 
land uses, building standards, and 
circulation improvements is a great 
feat!”
 Mr. Rogers received the Golden 
Acorn public service award from the 
Chamber of Commerce last year for 
his work.
 He said that if the specific plan is 
approved as hoped, he’ll still have 
plenty to do.
 “Even if it is approved by the council, 
there is the potential of a referendum 
or CEQA lawsuit, both of which have 
happened in Menlo Park before,” he 
said. “We’ve set up a transparent, 
public-oriented process, so I hope the 

risk of either of those is low, but you 
never know.”

Revised plan
 According to the final draft, if the 
downtown/El Camino areas are built 
up to the plan’s full specifications, 
it could amount to approximately 
330,000 square feet of additional retail 
and commercial development, 680 
new housing units, and 380 new hotel 
rooms. The draft equated that to 1,357 
new jobs and 1,537 new Menlo Park 
residents.
 Mr. Rogers outlined the key revi-
sions made to an earlier draft of the 
plan, now found in the final draft:
 ■ Maximum building heights low-
ered from 60 feet to 48 feet in the 
areas immediately west and east of the 
Caltrain station.
 ■ In the station area, and along 
southeast El Camino Real, maximum 

facade heights decreased from 45 feet 
to 38 feet.
 ■ Along El Camino Real, to the 
north and east of Santa Cruz Avenue, 
building heights can reach 48 feet, but 
only in exchange for additional public 
benefits.
 ■ Height of downtown parking 
garages is limited to 38 feet.
 ■ New building break and facade 
modulation requirements to prevent 
developing a monolithic street front.
 ■ A new category for bike lane 
improvements in areas where lanes are 
desired in the future but not feasible 
right now due to constraints such as 
parking.
 ■ No expanded sidewalks or curb 
extensions (otherwise known as bulb-
outs) along central El Camino Real. 
Curb lines remain the same to allow 

See PLAN, page 8
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others, with each participant 
completing a project.
 For both the pilot program 
and the upcoming summer 
camp, Max and Matthew enlist-
ed help from their brothers, 
fifth-graders at La Entrada. 
John Dillabough and William 
Colbert, who have also learned 
to build apps, do tech support 
and are the chief activity offi-
cers. The younger boys are also 
“in charge of snacks,” their big 
brothers say.
 Now that the pilot program is 
complete, the boys say they are 
eager to learn HTML, a program 
that will enable them to submit 
their apps to a firm, PhoneGap, 
that will make the apps avail-
able to users of electronics from 
makers other than Apple.
 Meanwhile, they are taking 
applications for their summer 
camp academies — which are 
filling up fast. Ms. Itskovitz 
notes that the academies are 

“fully supervised,” and designed 
for kids with little or no prior 
programming experience.
 Each student will complete an 
app “that can be submitted to 
the App Store, and they will also 
hone their presentation skills in 
the process,” she says. “Camp-
ers will present their apps to the 
group as if they were seeking 
funding from a venture capi-
talist, an idea that came from 
Matthew’s dad, a local venture 
capitalist.”
 The cost for a one-week acad-
emy is $350. Matthew notes that 
they’re offering one position in 
each academy on “full scholar-
ship for kids of less advantage.” 
The assistance will include mak-
ing a computer available for the 
student to take home to work on 
his or her project.
 Go to menloappacademy.com 
to learn more about the acad-
emy or to enroll in a summer 
camp academy.
 Ms. Itskovitz and Brett Col-
bert are Max’s parents. Mat-
thew’s parents are Gary and 
Michelle Dillabough. A

Obituary: Virginia Ruggeiro, 
longtime Atherton resident

Open 6:30 am - 8:00 pm daily
Sale Dates: April 25, 26, 27, 28

$359

$279

$249

FRESH PRODUCE 

MEAT AND SEAFOOD 

ON SALE GROCERY

DELI DEPARTMENT 

WINE AND SPIRITS Spring 2012 Pinot Noir Releases 
Sojurn Cellars 2010 Pinots, while unabashedly Californian, continue 

the trend toward freshness, transparency of fruit, and nuance. These 

are top-notch efforts worthy of a spot in any cellar. 

$159
ea

LARGE 
HAAS AVOCADOS

DOVE ICE CREAM PIECES
14 COUNT

ANNIE’S NATURALS 
DRESSINGS

8 OZ.

HILLSHIRE FARM 
THIN SLICED TURKEY

9 OZ. – ALSO HAM

lb39¢ 
CELERY 

$1198 
lb

        
COUNTRY STYLE 

BACON

        
CHICKEN 

DRUMMETS

       
BONELESS 

PORK CHOPS
$498

lb

$498
lb

$398
lb

59¢
lb

CONVENTIONAL

BANANAS

Seafood Salad Bonanza!

Grand Fiesta Seafood Salad with 

Calamari, Mussels, and Octopus!
$11.59 lb.

Crab Twin  $7.99 lb.
or

Shrimp Avocado  $12.99 lb.

RIB EYE 
STEAKS

NABISCO HONEY MAID 
GRAHAMS
14 OZ.

PURINA BENEFUL 
DOG FOOD
15 LB.

$339

$1649

2010 Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir .......................................................Sale $38.99
95 points-Pinot Report. A blend of 8 distinct lots, it sports fresh cherry/pomegranate fruit with a liqueur-like concentration, 
creamy oak, nice balance and lingering fi nish. Easily the best Sonoma Coast yet.

2010 Rodgers Creek Vineyard Pinot Noir, Sonoma Coast ..................Sale $47.99
At 14.2% this is the most spry and nimble of these Pinots with Burgundy-like clarity, precision and mineral complexity. 
As with the’09s, this is my favorite.

2010 Sangiacomo Vineyard Pinot Noir, Sonoma Coast .....................Sale $47.99
95 points-Pinot Report. Beautiful, sexy and poised. The fruit, oak and mineral nuances are in perfect harmony. 
This is fl at out delicious and the fi nish seems endless.

2010 Gap’s Crown Vineyard Pinot Noir, Sonoma Coast .....................Sale $47.99
94 points-Pinot Report. This is the biggest, darkest, richest and most dense of the group with pretty wood spice 
and baking spice. What this lacks in fi nesse, it makes up for with dramatic richness. 

Purchase any 6 bottles and get a 10% Discount

 Services are set for Tues-
day, April 24, for Virginia 
Lee Ruggeiro, a 33-year 
Atherton resident and famil-
iar presence at council meet-
ings and community events. 
Ms. Ruggeiro died April 15 
at home at the age of 81.
 The funeral Mass is sched-
uled for 11 a.m. at Church of 
the Nativity, 210 Oak Grove 
Avenue in Menlo Park.
 A San Francisco native, 
Virginia was the third of five 
children born to Robert and 
Mary Griffin. She attended 
Lowell High School and the 
City College of San Fran-
cisco, and worked in retail 
at the H. Leibes and G.E.T.S. 
stores.
 She and her husband, John 
Ruggeiro, were married for 
59 years. She was “an inspi-
rational advocate” for the 
town of Atherton, her fam-
ily said, and was a member 
of the Atherton Dames, a 
volunteer group of women 
focused on fundraising and 
advocating for Holbrook-
Palmer Park.
 John Ruggeiro said his 
wife was a 24-year cancer 
survivor who hadn’t spent a 
day in the hospital since the 
time she was treated for that 
illness. But in mid-March, 
she started “slowing down 

a bit,” although she still 
attended community events 
and town meetings.
 Late last month, she was 
diagnosed with another 
form of cancer, and had 
begun receiving hospice care 
the day before she died.
 Mr. Ruggeiro said his wife 
attended the last meeting of 
the town’s Transportation 
Committee, on which he 
serves. She was an advocate 
for slowing down traffic 
on their street and the sur-
rounding area “to protect 
pedestrians and the people 
walking with strollers,” and 
was researching a type of 
traffic-calming device for 
the town at the time of her 
death, he said. “I’m going 
to follow up with it,” he 
added.
 In addition to her hus-
band, she is survived by her 
children Paul, Nancy Daum, 
and John; their spouses; and 
six grandchildren. She was 
preceded in death by her 
grandson Joshua Ruggeiro.
 A reception will be held 
after the morning service at 
a location to be announced 
at the church.
 The family requests that, 
in lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations be made to the 
American Cancer Society.

APP ACADEMY 
continued from page 3



By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

B
elle Haven resident Matt 
Henry got his wish: There 
were five green lights on 

the dais on April 17. The City 
Council unanimously voted 
to sell 1.5 acres on Termi-
nal Avenue to Beechwood 
School, a private Belle Haven 
facility for grades K-8.
 For $1.25 million, the 
school not only got the 1.5 acres, 
but also the adjacent land the 
school currently sits on at 50 
Terminal Ave.
 According to principal Dave 
Laurence, the school plans to 
expand and build permanent 
structures to replace temporary 
facilities on the campus.”We 
expect to start construction in 

the summer of 2013,” he told the 
Almanac. “The plan is to do half 
of the project in the summer of 
2013 and the other half in the 
summer of 2014.”
 The contract lets the city buy 

back the land for the purchase 
price if a new school “is not 
substantially completed” within 
five years, and also gives Menlo 
Park preference if the school 
decides to sell the land for a non-
educational use.
 The sight of actual construc-
tion going on at the site will 
be something the community 

hasn’t seen for 11 years, despite 
Habitat for Humanity’s efforts 
to build 22 affordable homes 
on the parcel since 2001. The 
nonprofit canceled the project 
after running into financial 

problems and community 
opposition.
 Beechwood School 
faced its own challenges 
while trying to buy the land. 
Previously council members 

had stated that the school’s bid 
was not high enough, but now 
both sides have decided that 
$1.25 million is a fair price.
 “It’s going to make our school 
better,” Mr. Laurence told the 
council during the Tuesday 
night meeting, saying that now 
students will have “more room 
to run and play and learn.” A

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

O
ne by one, the public 
speakers at the April 17 
meeting told the coun-

cil in no uncertain terms what 
they thought about the pro-
posed agreement with Face-
book. And what they thought 
was all good.
 The council apparently 
shared those sentiments, as 
it voted 5-0 to approve the 
terms.
 The agreement lets Facebook 
go ahead with plans to employ 
as many as 6,600 people 
at its new headquarters 
at 1 Hacker Way in 
Menlo Park in return 
for a number of public 
benefits, including cash 
for the city.
 Ten weeks of nego-
tiations led to an agreement 
described as “so generous, 
so fair” by one speaker. The 
terms include:
 ■ A total of $8.5 million in 
graduated payments during 
the next 10 years, and fol-
lowed by $5 million during the 
subsequent four years as long 
as Facebook chooses to still 
exceed the former employee 
cap of 3,600 at the campus.
 ■ Funding for bicycle and 
pedestrian improvements in 
Menlo Park and East Palo Alto, 
including at the intersection of 
Willow Road and U.S. 101.
  ■ Capital improvement fund-
ing, local internship and job 
training programs, and eco-
nomic incentives for Facebook 
employees to shop locally.
 ■ A vehicle trip cap of 15,000 
per day, with no more than 

2,600 during each commute 
period. The periods are from 7 
to 9 a.m. and from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.
 Go to tinyurl.com/75wogfn 
to view the staff report and 
complete term sheet.
 Exceeding the trip cap car-
ries stiff daily penalties of $500 
to $100,000 depending on the 
number of violations, accord-
ing to a table provided in the 
staff report. “That table was 
kinda scary to me,” admitted 

David Ebersman, Facebook’s 
chief financial officer, during 
the meeting. “I hadn’t seen it 
presented that way before.”
 Since East Palo Alto would 
also be impacted by traffic, the 
agreement includes a clause 
that splits the trip cap fines 
between Menlo Park and the 
neighboring city, at a percent-
age to be determined in the 
future.
 Councilman Rich Cline, 
who along with Mayor Kirsten 
Keith sat on the negotiations 
subcommittee, said he was 
grateful for Facebook’s will-
ingness to collaborate. “You 
back up the brand with what 
you do,” he observed at the 
meeting. 
 He described going home 
during the last round of nego-
tiations and wondering “if 

there’s a mushroom cloud 
on the horizon. There was 
frustration on their part when 
they heard our final ask. They 
didn’t express it, but came 
back and collaborated again” 
and said the agreement would 
lead to a better community.
 News about agreements with 
other impacted agencies, such 
as the Menlo Park Fire Protec-
tion District, trickled out fol-
lowing the council’s approval 
of the development agree-
ment.
 Facebook agreed to fund 
up to $300,000 in fire-safety 

enhancements, includ-
ing traffic pre-emption 
devices along four pri-
mary emergency access 
routes leading to the 
new Menlo Park cam-
pus, which will give 
emergency vehicles the 

right-of-way through traffic 
signals, district chief Harold 
Schapelhouman announced on 
April 19.
 “We are very appreciative of 
the financial and community 
support Facebook is provid-
ing to help support emergency 
response so the fire district 
can respond quickly in any 
emergency situation to the 
eastern areas of Menlo Park,” 
the chief said. “This agreement 
is only part of a broader rela-
tionship we have developed 
with Facebook to address the 
support of essential emergency 
services to this community 
and the Facebook campus.”
 The final environmental 
impact report for Facebook’s 
planned campus expansion is 
expected to be released this 
week. A
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Beechwood School gets room to grow

City clears path for Facebook
 MENLO PARK

Facebook agrees to provide public 
benefits in return for right to 

expand operations in Menlo Park.

Menlo Park council approves 
land sale in 5-0 vote.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may  
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.  
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

Buying in a Tight Market

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

Dear Monica:  
I want to buy a home in a market 

where inventory is low, demand is 
high, and multiple offers are com-
mon.  I may only want to stay in the 
property three to five years.  How 
can I buy intelligently in this mar-
ket?  Should I try to rent instead?

                                              Robert G.  
Dear Robert:  

I know that it is not easy to be a buyer 
in this market.  You should take a hard 
look at each of your options and decide 
which is the best for you.  Good four 
bedroom rentals in good school dis-
tricts are hard to find, especially ones 
that rent for longer than 12-24 months.  
You would probably have to move 
multiple times in a five year period. 
 Buying a home is a more stable 
option.  You can either buy in the lower 

end of the range, e.g., an older home 
that needs updating, or you can buy 
an updated home in the mid-price 
range.  There is more demand for these 
homes and you will likely be in com-
petition with others.  You need to be 
willing to compete to succeed, even 
to the point of feeling a little uncom-
fortable.  That is the nature of a ris-
ing market, which we are currently in. 
 If you can afford to buy in the high 
end, you will have less competition but 
you will have more money invested in 
real estate.  When you are ready to sell 
the property, it may be a good market 
or not.  The area you want to buy in 
is strong and stable in the long term, 
but there are periodic fluctuations.    
Timing is key to selling well.  Decide 
which of these options makes the most 
sense for you and find a home that fits.

APRIL 21 - MAY 6, 2012
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 

OPERASJ.ORG  408.437.4450



the possible addition of car lanes 
in the future, although the plan 
doesn’t advocate going to six 
lanes of traffic. Going to six lanes 
would delete about 40 parking 
spaces, according to the city’s 
analysis.
 Mr. Rogers pointed to three 
changes meant to address the 
concerns of the Downtown Alli-
ance, a group of downtown prop-
erty and business owners wor-
ried about the plan’s impact on 
the local economy. The revised 
specific plan suggests:
 ■ Testing Santa Cruz Avenue 
sidewalks and central plaza, the 
Chestnut Street paseo, and mar-
ket place improvements before 
full installation.
 ■ Not allowing development 
on parking plazas, except for a 
small section of the market place 
area.
 ■ Including parking plaza 
2 (off Oak Grove Avenue and 
Chestnut Street) as a potential 
garage site.
 Nancy Couperus, co-founder 
of the Downtown Alliance, said 
it will take some time to exam-
ine the final draft. She said the 
revisions listed by Mr. Rogers 
were suggested by the Planning 
Commission last fall and then 
accepted by the council.
 “We were glad at the time that 
the commission did hear our 
concerns and that these modifi-
cations to the plan were made,” 
she said in an email. “These were 
all very positive developments.”
 The Alliance remains con-
cerned, however, about the 
impact of the proposed market 
place and partial closure of 
Chestnut Street on neighboring 
businesses and the weekly farm-
ers’ market, as well as whether 
the Menlo Park Presbyterian 
Church plans to expand.
 “Even though we’ve been 
assured that no development 
plans are being contemplated, 
the purchase by the church of 
the five properties along Uni-
versity Drive from Santa Cruz 
Avenue to Oak Grove still makes 

us nervous,” Ms. Couperus said. 
“If adequate parking is built on 
the church property and not on 
a public parking plaza, how-
ever, those fears will be mainly 
allayed.”
 She did not comment on the 
possibility of a lawsuit. The 
D o w n t o w n 
Alliance hired 
the Shulte, 
Mihaly & 
Wei nberger 
LLP law firm 
last year to 
evaluate the 
draft environmental impact 
report (EIR) for the specific 
plan. At that time the attorneys 
concluded the report was flawed 
in eight areas, which will doubt-
less be scrutinized further with 
the release of the final EIR, which 
the city released alongside the 
final draft of the specific plan on 
April 19.

El Camino Real
 Whether just passing through 
or spending some time in Menlo 
Park, people usually wind up 
on El Camino Real at some 
point. The specific plan aims 
to encourage mixed-use devel-
opment along the corridor, 
particularly in the empty car 
dealership lots, without making 
the city look like a metropolis — 
thus the restrictions on building 
and facade heights.
 One of the first things people 
notice about the local stretch of 
El Camino Real is the traffic. 
While discussions investigated 

whether to expand the road to six 
lanes, the specific plan describes 
the “preferred configuration” of 
Menlo Park’s main artery as four 
lanes with on-street parking and 
bike lanes.
 The plan recommends a west-
bound bike lane on Ravenswood 

and Menlo avenues, and declares 
adding lanes on El Camino Real 
in the same area as well as from 
Encinal to Valparaiso avenues 
“feasible.” However, south of 
Ravenswood and Menlo avenues, 
the curb’s not wide enough, 
although that might change 
as properties undergo develop-
ment.
 Just like riding a bike down the 
main corridor, crossing the city’s 
streets on foot can be a hair-
raising experience. Although 
the revised plan doesn’t include 
bulb-outs at El Camino Real’s 
intersections with Oak Grove, 
Santa Cruz, and Ravenswood 
avenues — for now — it would 
try to make getting across the 
roads safer with high-visibility 
crosswalk and sidewalk upgrades, 
such as countdown timers, and 
grade-separated crossings above 
or below railroad tracks. New 
“public spaces” such as tree-
shaded paseos, plazas and parks 
would let pedestrians stroll from 

Fremont Park to the Caltrain sta-
tion area or the Civic Center.

Santa Cruz Avenue
 Pocket parks also pop up off 
Santa Cruz Avenue, near Uni-
versity Drive, Oak Grove Avenue, 
and Crane Street, along with a 

central plaza at 
its intersection 
with Chest-
nut Street. 
The specific 
plan suggests 
a market pla-
za located at 

parking plazas 6 and 7 next to 
a paseo, off Chestnut Street. 
According to the revised draft, 
the market place is meant to 
complement, not compete with, 
the farmers’ market, and could 
be used for everything from a 
band shell to restaurants to food 
stalls.
 The specific plan proposes 
wider sidewalks that still allow 
parallel street parking to contrib-
ute to the ability to enjoy a walk 
through downtown Menlo Park. 
Bicyclists aren’t quite as lucky; 
the consultant’s analysis con-
cluded that bike lanes between 
Santa Cruz and Menlo avenues, 
with the exception of University 
Drive, won’t work. Removing 94 
to 97 parking spaces could allow 
installation of lanes along Middle 
Avenue and north and south of 
University Drive.

Development
 The revised plan spells out five 
types of land use, and 10 zoning 

districts, for the downtown/El 
Camino Real area. With a pre-
vailing theme of “mixed use,” the 
new regulations allow develop-
ment of retail, residential, office, 
and public service facilities, for 
example. The zones allowing the 
most development are found at 
the southeast end of El Camino 
Real, with intensity decreasing 
moving north. 
 The plan seeks to limit devel-
opment in two ways: capping 
the size of specific types of uses 
such as non-retail or office; and 
setting density limits for new 
construction or conversion of 
office space, especially medical 
and dental offices.
 Other mechanisms attempt to 
protect local independent busi-
nesses from competition by 
larger chains. The plan proposes 
limiting both the size of particu-
lar businesses and the number of 
potential locations for larger 
operations. It also restricts 
ground-floor mixed-use devel-
opment to mainly retail and 
restaurants. A
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SANTA CRUZ AVENUE

The market place is meant to complement, not 
compete with, the farmers’ market, the plan says.

Menlo releases final plan for downtown, El Camino Real

Map courtesy of the city of Menlo Park

Three potential parking garage sites are proposed in the latest version of the specific plan. The plan assumes up to two garages would be built. 
Parking Plaza 2 (off Oak Grove Avenue) is now included as a possible site, although plan analysis notes the layout would allow parking on only one 
side of the garage ramp, thus bumping up the relative cost per space.

A rendering of what the intersec-
tion of El Camino Real and Santa 
Cruz Avenue could look like 30 
years from now, according to the 
specific plan. The view is look-
ing west on Santa Cruz Avenue. 
Wider sidewalks, taller buildings, 
mixed-use development, and 
improved crosswalk visibility 
are some of the new features 
proposed to encourage a vital 
downtown.  Rendering courtesy 
of the city of Menlo Park.

 ON THE COVER

PLAN 
continued from page 5

The Planning Commission is 
scheduled to review and makes 
its recommendations on the final 
draft of the specific plan and its 
environmental impact report on 
Monday, April 30. The meeting 
will start at 7 p.m. in the council 
chambers in the Civic Center at 
701 Laurel St. The documents 
are then expected to go before 
the City Council on June 5 and 
June 12

 PUBLIC HEARINGS
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Pruning & Maintenance

Excellence in Tree Care Naturally
CITY ARBORIST TREE CARE

Ask for Seasonal  Special Discount
(650) 321-2795 www.cityaborist.com  Arborist@CityArborist.com

City Arborist Tree Care delivers detailed specifi cations before every tree 
service job, so you know what to expect, how long it will take, and when 
workers will be present.  

Call for a free consultation and estimate: 650-321-2795

Tree Preservation
Tree Pruning
Tree Removal
Long-Term Tree Care

UPON CLOSER INSPECTION
As middle age approaches, the eye lens 

becomes increasingly inflexible, making it 
harder to focus on near objects. This con-
dition, known as “presbyopia,” leads nearly 
everyone by age 60 to purchase reading 
glasses. The question then becomes: Why not 
buy inexpensive glasses at the pharmacy? The 
fact of the matter is that, because both lenses 
in these inexpensive reading glasses have the 
same effective power, they might not work well 
for people with significantly different focusing 

power in each eye. Drugstore reading glasses 
are also set up with optical centers that pro-
vide for average pupillary distance (distance 
between two pupils), and may not match the 
wearer’s eyes. Most important, any change in 
vision should prompt a professional eye exam.

It can be tempting to pick up a pair of 
inexpensive eyeglasses from your neighbor-
hood pharmacy. The key to a successful lens 
prescription is the proper location of the opti-
cal centers of the lenses. Please bring your 
eyewear prescription to MENLO OPTICAL at 
1166 University Drive, on the corner of Oak 
Grove Avenue and University Drive. We carry 
lightweight, scratch-resistant lenses to help 
wearers see clearly at all distances. We offer 
tinted lenses and can apply an anti-glare coat-
ing to lenses. Call us at 322-3900 if you have 
questions about eyewear.

P.S. Presbyopia is not a disease and cannot 
be prevented.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry 
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified 
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California. He 
can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166 University 
Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900. 

Principals named for two schools
By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

T
wo new principals have 
been named to head Menlo 
Park City School District 

schools: Hillview Middle School 
in Menlo Park and Encinal School 
in Atherton.
 Sharon A. Burns, principal of a 
Mountain View elementary school 
of 582 students, will be Encinal’s 
new principal; and Erik A. Bur-
meister, principal of an 850-student 
San Jose middle school, will take 
over the Hillview post, pending 
school board approval.
 Superintendent Maurice Ghysels 
of the Menlo Park City School 
District named the two adminis-
trators last week. The school board 
is expected to approve the appoint-
ments on May 8.

Encinal School
 Ms. Burns has headed Frank L. 
Huff Elementary School for the 
last four years. During that time, 
she has “overseen the training and 
certification of all teachers in Gifted 
and Talented Education (GATE), 
while at the same time achieving 
a 30-point API (Academic Perfor-
mance Index) increase for Latino 
student (and an 11-point overall 
increase for the school ...),” Mr. 
Ghysels said in a written statement 
announcing the appointment.
 Mr. Ghysels and Ms. Burns have 
worked together before, when he 
served as superintendent of the 
Mountain View Whisman School 
District until he resigned that post 
in 2010.
 She was “put forward as a can-
didate for the Encinal principal 
position by an outside search firm 
and was identified by our district 
interviewing panel as a finalist for 
the job,” he said.
 Before she became principal 
of Huff, Ms. Burns “spent 2005-
2008 educating and coaching new 
teachers in the Mountain View 
Whisman School District,” Mr. 
Ghysels said.

 “She was one of the inaugural 
graduates of the Leadership Acad-
emy we established in the district 
when I was superintendent, which 
was designed to nurture and groom 
high-performing teachers for lead-
ership positions.”
 The district sent out Ms. Burns’ 
written responses to questions about 
various aspects of her past work and 
future plans at Encinal. Among her 
comments: “I believe parents make 
vital contributions, both academic 
and non-academic, toward creat-
ing the overall culture of a school. 
A true partnership with parents is 
required to ensure that students get 
the best education possible.”
 She said she believes in being “as 
accessible as possible” to parents 
while still addressing the demands 
she faces as principal.
 Ms. Burns will replace Allison 
Liner as principal of the 772-stu-
dent school in Atherton. Ms. Liner 
will leave her post at the end of the 
school year to become the district’s 
chief learning officer.

Hillview Middle School
 Mr. Burmeister was recently 
named California Middle Grades 
Principal of the Year 2012. He has 
been principal of Union Middle 
School in the Union School District 
since July 2007, and was the school’s 
assistant principal for two years 
before that.
 In a written statement announc-
ing the appointment late last week, 
Superintendent Ghysels said: “The 
panels of administrators, teachers 
and parents who interviewed Erik 
during our rigorous hiring process 

were consistently impressed by his 
commitment to innovation in edu-
cation, as well as his understanding 
and appreciation of middle school 
students and their needs.”
 As Union School principal, Mr. 
Burmeister “has raised the school’s 
API score by 102 points, and almost 
completely closed the achievement 
gap between white and Asian and 
Hispanic students,” Mr. Ghysels 
said. “In 2001, for the first time in 
the school’s history, every eighth-
grade student met Union’s require-
ments for graduation.”
 In addition, he said, no student is 
achieving at below-basic level, and 
more advanced students have been 
achieving at higher levels than in 
the past.
 Mr. Burmeister’s performance 
apparently has been attracting 
attention statewide. Mr. Ghysels 
said that more than 400 teachers, 
superintendents and board mem-
bers from all over California have 
visited Union School over the past 
three years “to witness first-hand 
how Erik’s team has implemented 
a program of meaningful learning 
and achievement for all students.”
 In his responses to a series of 
questions posed by the district 
and made available online, Mr. 
Burmeister commented on his 
goals as Hillview principal, saying 
he hopes that, under his leader-
ship, the middle school “will 
reflect the unique developmental, 
social and academic needs of the 
young teenager.
 “Both in our teaching methods 
and the broader culture of the 
school, we need to take positive 
risks, explore new frontiers, harness 
the natural energy of the teenager 
into amazing academic and social 
learning opportunities.”
 Mr. Burmeister will replace Mike 
Melton, who is retiring at the end of 
the school year.
 Go to tinyurl.com/d6mhrne to 
read Ms. Burns’ responses to ques-
tions from the district.
 Go to tinyurl.com/cn2zmxd for 
Mr. Burmeister’s responses. A

Sharon Burns, left, and Erik 
Burmeister are new principals 
in the Menlo Park City School 
District.

MENLO PARK

Residential burglary reports:

■ Losses estimated at $2,000 in break-in and 
theft of birth certificates, insurance information 
and miscellaneous jewelry, Henderson Ave., 
April 6.

■ Loss estimated at $1,200 in unforced entry 
through kitchen window and theft of laptop 
computer, Laurel St., April 11.

■ Losses estimated at $900 in unforced entry 
through unlocked bedroom sliding door and theft 
of three Tiffany necklaces, Cotton St., April 16.

■ Loss estimated at $100 in forced entry 
through unlocked window after cutting screen 
and theft of antique wedding band, Concord 
Drive, April 15.

Auto burglary reports: 

■ Loss estimated at $269 in slashing of convert-
ible roof and theft of tripod and flashlight from 
vehicle trunk, Sharon Park Drive, April 6.

■ Loss estimated at $20 in entry through 
unlocked door and theft of cell phone charger, 
Hedge Road, April 17.

Attempted robbery report: John Sandifer, 36, 
of Redwood City arrested on attempted rob-
bery charges after allegedly refusing to pay for 
cigarettes at gas station, reaching into his jacket 
as if for a weapon, and trying but failing to enter 
locked area of convenience store, Marsh Road, 
April 18.

Theft reports:

■ Losses estimated at $2,250 in theft of cable 
TV box, two remote controls and DVD collection 
placed on sidewalk as victim was in process of 
moving, Sharon Road, April 17.

■ Losses estimated at $1,500 in theft of tools 
from toolbox on construction site, Haven Ave., 
April 13.

■ Losses estimated at $950 in theft of prescrip-
tion sunglasses, GPS device and circular saw 
from unlocked vehicle, French Court, April 15.

■ Loss estimated at $900 in theft of unlocked 
bicycle, Magnolia Court, April 18.

■ Losses estimated at $730 in theft of swimming 
suit and two pairs of shoes delivered to door but 
not there when victim arrived home, Woodland 
Ave., April 18.

■ Loss estimated at $300 in theft of unattended 
cell phone from cafeteria table, Jefferson Drive, 

April 6.

■ Loss of about $70 from coin box of sidewalk 
newspaper machine, one of three machines with 
damage done to padlocks, 600 block of Santa 
Cruz Ave., April 8.

Fraud reports:

■ Losses of $9,300 in unauthorized purchases 
made from fraudulent checking account in 
victim’s name, main police station at 701 Laurel 
St., April 16.

■ Transient Duane Hoffman, 51, arrested on 
charges that include unauthorized use of credit 
card, Rosewood Sand Hill Hotel at 2825 Sand 
Hill Road, April 9.

Stolen vehicle reports: Red 1998 Acura from 
driveway, Chester St., April 8.

■ Green 1998 Volvo S70 unlocked with keys 
inside, Independence Drive, April 15. 

WOODSIDE

Auto burglary report: Unknown losses from 
tools stolen in break-in to locked bed of pickup 
truck, Park N Ride, April 9.

Theft report: Loss estimated at $250 in theft of 
video camera from unlocked vehicle, Oakford 
Road, April 11.

 POLICE CALLS

Serving the community for over 22 years

Are you getting the service you 
deserve? We answer our phones.

Charlie Porter
Farmers Agency
License # 0773991

671-A Oak Grove Ave
Menlo Park

650-327-1313
cporter2@farmersagent.com

®



10  The Almanac  TheAlmanacOnline.com  April 25, 2012



April 25, 2012    TheAlmanacOnline.com    The Almanac 11



 Atherton’s City Council has 
scheduled two special meet-
ings to discuss next fiscal year’s 
budget and proposed new rules 
for the town’s committees and 
commissions, and to confer on 
labor talks.
 The council will meet at 2 p.m. 
Monday, April 30, to discuss the 
budget, including the town’s 
capital improvement plan.
 In a closed session before the 
meeting, beginning at 1:30 p.m., 
the council will meet with the 
town’s labor negotiator regard-
ing ongoing labor-contract 
talks.
 A three-hour special meet-
ing to review the charters and 
purpose of all existing town 
committees and commissions, 
and to discuss proposed new 
rules and procedures governing 
them, begins at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
May 5.
 Both meetings will be held in 
the Town Council Chambers, 
94 Ashfield Road in the Town 
Center.

Football fundraiser 
on Saturday
 Freshmen playing against fresh-
men on the gridiron at Men-
lo-Atherton High School:? The 
board of the Menlo-Atherton 
Football Association is consider-
ing the idea for the 2012 season.
 The board is hosting a fundrais-
ing dance on Saturday, April 28, 
in an effort to raise about $60,000 
— $40,000 to fund a 40-player 
freshman team, and $20,000 for 
new varsity uniforms.
 The M-A Football Bear Bash 
begins at 7 p.m. at the Arrillaga 
gymnasium in the complex at 701 
Laurel St. in Menlo Park. “The 
Members,” a Menlo Park-based 
band, will play live music.
 The 2011 season went well for 
Menlo-Atherton. Varsity Head 
Coach Sione Taufoou was named 
coach of the year, the varsity team 
made it to the championship 
game, and the junior varsity team 

was undefeated.
 The school played under the 
lights at home for the first time 
and drew record crowds, the foot-
ball association said.
 Go to www.menloathertonfoot-
ball.com for more information.

Online auction benefits 
M-A High School
 The Menlo-Atherton High 
School online auction goes live 
April 23 to April 29, when people 
can bid on items and getwawys 
donated by parents and the com-
munity, says Paula Rash, spokes-
person for the auction.
 Visit www.maauction.org to 
make bids.
 Among some 100 items and 
getaways are: A week in Tahoe, 
Steamboat Springs, or Sayulita, 
Mexico; a summer in New York 
City; Giants tickets; and  dinner 
at Evvia restaurant in Palo Alto.
 Proceeds benefit M-A High 
students through the school’s 
Foundation For the Future.

 Going green earned Menlo Busi-
ness Park, a 47-acre campus next 
to the Dumbarton Bridge, a rebate 
check for $540,000. Presented by 
Pacific Gas & Electric, the check 
came as a result of an energy effi-
ciency project to upgrade lighting 
for the campus and its tenants, 
which could save up to 2.7 million 
kilowatt hours annually, according 
to a press release.
 “I am proud of the work these 
folks have done to green Menlo 
Business Park,” Mayor Kirsten 
Keith said in a written statement. 
“Despite the tough economy, these 
business managers saw their proj-
ect as a great way to save money 
and make their campus a better 
place to work, which is good for all 
of us.”

Council examines 
affordable housing
 The Menlo Park City Council 
continues serving a full agenda 
at its weekly meetings. On April 
23, officials will study the city’s 
affordable housing program, 
and then move on to evaluate 
planned capital improvements 
and community engagement 
options, among other items.
 Visit tinyurl.com/ck42sbd to 
review the agenda and associ-
ated staff reports.
  The study session on below-mar-
ket-rate housing starts at 5:30 p.m. 
in council chambers at the Civic 
Center at 701 Laurel St, followed by 

the regular meeting at 7 p.m.

Saturday: Rebuilding 
Together Day
 Rebuilding Together Penin-
sula celebrates 23 years on Sat-
urday, April 28, as volunteers 
gather to repair and renovate 
community facilities and homes 
of low-income members of the 
community.
 This year, teams will tackle 66 
projects, including five homes 
and one community facility — 
Shelter Network’s Haven Family 
House — in Menlo Park.
 See rebuildingpeninsula.org 
for more information and to 
sign up.

Tuesday: ‘Bathtubs
Bathtubs Everywhere’
 Cafe Borrone is hosting an art 
exhibition, “Bathtubs Bathtubs 
Everywhere,” by artists Michael 
Killen and Harry Cohen. Meet the 
artists on Tuesday, April 24, from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the cafe, located at 1010 
El Camino Real.
 Concern about the proposed 
Cargill Saltworks Project inspired 
the artists, who said they wanted 
to increase awareness of the poten-
tial harm the development could 
cause. 
 “When I walked in and saw the 

art I thought I had just gulped 
down a double espresso. This art 
is as alive as graffiti, but you know 
there is something deep behind it,” 
cafÈ owner Roy Borrone said in a 
press release about the exhibit.

Shelly Masur gets
Democratic nod
 The crowded race for a seat on 
the San Mateo County Board of 
Supervisors has yet to thin out, 
but one of the eight candidates can 
now add the endorsement of the 
San Mateo County Democratic 
Central Committee to her list.
 Shelly Masur got the nod, 
according to an announcement 
on April 20. The Redwood City 
school board member has been 
the leader in fundraising for the 
campaign to replace District 4 
Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson, 
who terms out this year.
 The top two vote-getters in 
the June 5 primary will face a 
runoff election in November. 
The other candidates are Menlo 
Park council members Andy 
Cohen and Kirsten Keith; county 
school board member Guillermo 
“Memo” Morantes, also of Menlo 
Park; East Palo Alto council mem-
bers Carlos Romero and David 
Woods; Redwood City Planning 
Commissioner Ernesto “Ernie” 
Schmidt; and former county 
clerk-recorder-assessor and chief 
elections officer Warren Slocum.

 A progress report on commu-
nity fundraising for a proposed 
$540,000 renovation of Ford 
(baseball) Field in Portola Valley 
comes to the Town Council at 
its 7:30 meeting on Wednesday, 
April 25.
 About $254,000 of the total 
is not yet firmly accounted for, 
and the town could be on the 
hook for what it does not raise 
in donations if it awards bids. 
Weighing heavily is a preference 
for groundbreaking in June so 
as to be far enough along when 
the rains start, but this is also a 
concern for other projects in the 
region that are competing for 
contractors.
 The town has been promised a 
grant from the Sand Hill Foun-
dation that would match up to 

$100,000 from the community. 
So far, the community has given 
$1,800, a staff report says.
 The report answers a key 
question: the council had asked 
whether $50,000 pledged by 
the Alpine-West Menlo Little 
League could go toward that 
$100,000 goal. It cannot, said a 
foundation representative.
 The Little League commit-
ment came before the offer of 
the matching grant, Executive 
Director Ash McNeely told 
Interim Assistant Town Man-
ager Barbara Powell, according 
to the report. “The challenge is 
to new prospective donors,” Ms. 
McNeely said.
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Council reviews progress  
on Ford Field fundraising

 PORTOLA VALLEY

 MENLO BRIEFS
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Going green pays off for business park

Atherton: Special council meetings set
 Die-hard fans will be pleased to 
hear that Italian tenor Pasquale 
Esposito is back by popular 
demand. For the second year in 
a row, he and his band will be 
performing to raise money for a 
local charity that runs a small farm 
in Woodside to provide animal 
therapy for children in need.
 Founded in 2009, Riley’s Place 
serves about 1,200 children a year, 
according to Executive Director 
Wendy Mattes. She oversees a 
collection of miniature horses, 
goats, rabbits, guinea pigs and a cat 
stabled in the rear of the Nation-
al Center for Equine Facilitated 
Therapy at 880 Runnymede Road 
in Woodside.
 Year-round, children who are 
challenged by major illnesses, 
disabilities, homelessness and 
domestic violence are invited to 
come interact with the animals in 
their hilly rural setting. Hens and 
roosters strut around the barn, and 
specially trained therapy dogs and 
NCEFT horses join in at times.
 When volunteers take the ani-
mals offsite to see children at 
Ronald McDonald House at Stan-

ford or Shelter Network’s Haven 
Family House in Menlo Park, 
some sheep and chickens might 
come along, too.
 As a nonprofit, Riley’s Place 
depends on sponsors and out-
side support. The third annual 
benefit dinner and concert will 
take place on Saturday, May 19, at 
the Elks Lodge in Palo Alto from 
5:30 to 9 p.m.
 Humorist Michael Pritchard 
will emcee the presentation, 
which will include some children 
speaking, a video, and silent and 
live auctions. Mr. Esposito will 
then serenade the guests with 
songs ranging from opera to con-
temporary.
 Originally from Naples, the 
singer now lives in San Jose, where 
Ms. Mattes says he has developed 
a loyal following. Those fans 
showed up at last year’s Italian 
dinner gala and she expects them 
to be back dancing at this year’s 
event, too.
 Tickets are $100 each. The 
deadline for ordering is May 12. 
Contact wendy@rileys-place.org 
or call (650) 703-5199.

Singer Pasquale 
Esposito visits with 
former Haven Family 
House residents 
Eliceo and Angel 
Cendejas, Executive 
Director Wendy 
Mattes, and miniature 
horse Kachina at 
Riley’s Place.
Photo by Kathy Dugan

Italian tenor to perform  
at Riley’s Place benefit



By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

W
ith the support of Men-
lo Park, Portola Val-
ley, Woodside and most 

other city and town governments 
in San Mateo County, the county’s 
Department of Environmental 
Health Services is asking the public 
to comment on the scope of a pro-
posed county-wide ordinance that 
would ban the use by retailers of 
single-use plastic bags at checkout 
counters.
 Paper bags would still be avail-
able at the counters, but customers 
would have to buy them — paying 
a minimum of 10 cents until Dec. 
31, 2014, and 25 cents after that. 
 The point would be to encour-
age people to shop with their own 
reusable bags, Dean Peterson, the 
director of Environmental Health 
Services for San Mateo County, 
told the Portola Valley Town 
Council recently.
 An environmental impact report 
(EIR) is in the works. A staff report 
online describes the proposed 
ordinance and includes ways to 
comment, either by writing or 
by attending one of six public 
meetings, including one at 6 p.m. 
on Thursday, May 3, in the Red-
wood City Public Library at 1044 
Middlefield Road.
 Submit written comments before 
May 6 to Planner Camille M. 
Leung in the Planning and Build-
ing Department at 455 County 
Center, Second Floor, in Redwood 
City, CA 94063. By email, contact 
Ms. Leung at cleung@smcgov.org.
 Public comments will “help cit-
ies and local jurisdictions decide 
whether to ban paper and plastic 
bags,” the report says.
 Redwood City joins Portola 
Valley, Woodside and Menlo Park 
among the 18 city and town gov-
ernments in San Mateo County 
listed as supporting this proposal. 
Atherton is not on the list, but 
then Atherton has no retail outlets. 
The list also includes six cities and 
towns in Santa Clara County.
 A group effort is important 
in that ordinances in individual 
communities have been vulner-
able to court challenges by deep-
pocketed bag manufacturers. With 
an EIR, paid for by the county, 
this ordinance would be harder 
to challenge, Mr. Peterson told 
the Woodside Town Council in 
March.
 Restaurants and other food 
service outlets would be exempt, 
and the ban would not affect the 
plastic bags used for raw or bulk 
foods, medicines and bags meant 
to prevent cross-contamination 
inside a shopping bag. Retail-
ers would have to keep detailed 
records on bag-related costs and 

revenues related to complying with 
this ordinance.

Meeting schedule
 Here is the schedule of public 
meetings: 
 ■ Half Moon Bay: Wednesday, 
April 18, at 6 p.m. in the Ted 
Adcock Community/Senior Cen-

ter Sun Room at 535 Kelly Avenue.
 ■ San Mateo: Thursday, April 19, 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Oak Room at San 
Mateo Public Library at 55 West 
Third Ave.
 ■ Mountain View: Wednesday, 
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County seeks public comment
on plastic-bag ban at checkout
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OTHER PROGRAMS
· Sport Camps 
· Swim School

· English Language Institute 
 for International Students

K-12 LEARNING AND FUN
MORNING ACADEMICS  AFTERNOON ACTIVITIES
MATH LANGUAGE ARTS SCIENCE ART AND MORE!

Summer     
Institute

Grades 6-12 Grades K-6
Summer 
Camp+

summer.harker.org
Held on our beautiful lower and upper school campuses

campinfo@harker.org  |  408.553.0537

CELEBRATING OVER 30 YEARS 
OF GROWTH & CHANGING STUDENT LIVES

(650) 321-1991 x110
1340 Willow Road, Menlo Park

www.mid-pen.com

MID-PENINSULA HIGH SCHOOL

SUMMER SCHOOL

Oshman Family JCC 
3921 Fabian Way  |  Palo Alto, CA
youth@paloaltojcc.org  |  (650) 223-8622

Give Your Child a
Summer to Remember!
Camps for preschoolers through 
teens at the Oshman Family JCC

   

   

in 
   

www.paloaltojcc.org/camps

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Rumors of a ban on plastic bags at retail checkout counters are true. 
The county’s Department of Environmental Health Services is rallying 
support for a county-wide environmental ordinance that would also levy 
a 10-cent fee for a paper bag, thereby encouraging customers to bring 
their own reusable bags.

See PLASTIC BAGS, page 16
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Athletics

Bald Eagle Camps Mountain View
Bald Eagle Camps is the only camp Approved by the 
nationally recognized Positive Coaching Alliance, 
teaching their principles to every camper through our 
Certifi ed Coaches.  We off er 3 uniquely FUN Summer 
Camps, each of which exude our encouraging team 
culture: Non-Traditional Sports Camp (1st-8th), Basketball 
Camp (3rd-8th), and Leadership Camp (7th-8th only). 
Come experience our positive atmosphere, great 
coaching, unique structure, inspiring life message and 
5-STAR service. Bald Eagle Camps is guaranteed to be a 
highlight of your child’s summer.

www.baldeaglecamps.com 888-505-2253 

California Riding Academy’s 

Camp Jumps For Joy!  Menlo Park
Join us this summer for fantastic and fun fi lled week with 
our beautiful horses and ponies! Each day Campers have 
riding instruction, develop horsemanship skills, create fun 
crafts and enjoy with our kids’ jump course. In addition, 
campers learn beginning vaulting, visit our Full Surgical 
Vet Clinic, and much more! Voted the best horse camp 
by discerning young campers. Choose English, Western 
or Cowboy/Cowgirl. Ages 5-15 welcome. Convenient 
close-in Menlo Park location and online Registration and 
Payment with either PayPal or Google Checkout.

www.Califi orniaRidingAcademy.com 

or JumpsForJoy@CaliforniaRidingAcademy.com for more 

information 650-740-2261

Champion Tennis Camp Atherton
CTC programs provide an enjoyable way for your child 
to begin learning the game of tennis or to continue 
developing existing skills. Our approach is to create lots 
of fun with positive feedback and reinforcement in a 
nurturing tennis environment. Building self-esteem and 
confi dence through enjoyment on the tennis court is a 
wonderful gift a child can keep forever! Super Juniors 
Camps, ages 4 – 6. Juniors Camps, ages 6 - 14. 

www.alanmargot-tennis.com 650-400-0464

Earl Hansen Football Camp Palo Alto
No tagline, no logo, just football. Earl Hansen Football 
camp is a non-contact camp for participants ages 9 to 
14. Develop fundamental skills with proven drills and 
techniques. Sessions are 9:30 to 3:00, July 30 to August 
3. Save 10% with Early Bird registration through April 
30. Four morning practice days and 7 on 7 games in the 
afternoon. Lunch provided daily. Palo Alto High School 
Football Field.

www.earlhansenfootballcamp.com 650-269-7793

Glenoaks Stables’ Horse Camp Portola Valley
Giddy up your summer at Glenoaks Stables’ horse camp. 
Each full day of equestrian fun includes supervised riding, 
horsemanship, vaulting, pony games and arts & crafts. 6 
one-week sessions. All skill levels welcome, ages 6+. 

www.glenoaksequestriancenter.com/summercamps.htm

 650-854-4955

Kim Grant Tennis Academy & Palo Alto/

Summer Camps Menlo Park/Redwood City
Fun and Specialized junior camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner, 
Intermediate 1&2, Advanced and Elite Players. Weekly 
programs designed by Kim Grant to improve players 
technique, fi tness, agility, mental toughness and all 
around tennis game. Camps in Palo Alto, Menlo Park and 
Redwood City. Come make new friends and have tons of 
FUN!!

www.KimGrantTennis.com 650-752-8061

Nike Tennis Camps Stanford University 
Dick Gould’s 43rd Annual Stanford Tennis School off ers 
day camps for both juniors  a&dults. Weekly junior 
overnight & extended day camps run by John Whitlinger 
& Lele Forood. Junior Day Camp run by Brandon Coupe 
& Frankie Brennan.

www.USSportsCamps.com/tennis 1-800-NIKE-CAMP 

 (645-3226)

Oshman JCC Palo Alto
Exciting programs for preschool and grades K-12 include 

swimming, fi eld trips, crafts and more. Enroll your child in 

traditional camp, or specialty camps like Pirates, Archery, 

Runway Project, Kid TV and over 25 others!

www.paloaltojcc.org/camps 650-223-8622

Palo Alto Elite Volleyball Club  Palo Alto/

Summer Camp  Menlo Park

Girls Volleyball - fastest growing, non-impact sport 

for girls, emphasizing team work. Camp provides age 

appropriate fundamentals; setting, hitting, passing, 

serving, plus; off ense vs defense strategy and learning 

rotations. 3rd - 12th grades (separate camps). High coach 

to player ratio. Email:  info@paloaltoelite.com

www.paloaltoelite.com   

Spring Down 

Equestrian Center   Portola Valley
Spring Down camp teaches basic to advanced 

horsemanship skills. Ages 6-99 welcome! Daily 

informative lecture, riding lesson, supervised hands-on 

skill practice, safety around horses, tacking/untacking of 

own camp horse, and arts/crafts.

www.springdown.com 650.851.1114

Stanford Water Polo Camps Stanford
Ages 7 and up. New to the sport or have experience, we 

have a camp for you. Half day or full day option for boys 

and girls. All the camps off er fundamental skill work, 

position work, scrimmages and games.

stanfordwaterpolocamps.com  650-725-9016

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Sports & Activity Camp (ages 6-12):  This all sports camp 

provides group instruction in a variety of fi eld, water 

and court games. Saint Francis faculty and students staff  

the camp, and the focus is always on fun. The program 

is dedicated to teaching teamwork, sportsmanship and 

positive self-esteem. After camp care and swim lessons 

available.

www.sfhs.com/summer 650-968-1213 x650

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Advanced Sports Camps (5th-9th grades): We off er a wide 

selection of advanced sports camps designed to provide 

players with the opportunity to improve both their skill 

and knowledge of a specifi c sport. Each camp is run by 

a Head Varsity Coach at Saint Francis, and is staff ed by 

members of the coaching staff .

www.sfhs.com/summer 650-968-1213 x650 

YMCA of Silicon Valley Peninsula
Say hello to summer fun at the YMCA! Choose from 

enriching day or overnight camps in 35 locations: arts, 

sports, science, travel, and more. For youth K-10th 

grade. Includes weekly fi eldtrips, swimming and 

outdoor adventures. Accredited by the American Camp 

Association. Financial assistance available.

www.ymcasv.org/summercamp 408-351-6400

Academics

Galileo  Los Altos/Palo Alto/Menlo Park/

Learning Woodside/Hillsborough
Galileo Learning operates award-winning summer day 

camps at 31 Bay Area locations. Camp Galileo (pre-K - 

rising 5th graders): Inspires campers to bring their ideas 

to life through art, science and outdoor activities. Galileo 

Summer Quest (rising 5th - 8th graders): Campers dive 

into exciting majors like Chefology and Video Game 

Design. 

www.galileo-learning.com  1-800-854-3684

For more information about these camps, see our online directory of camps at 
http://paloaltoonline.com/biz/summercamps/. To advertise in a weekly directory, contact 650-326-8210

Summer 2012

(continued on next page)

(408) 934-1130, ext.225
www.IndiaCC.org

June 11-August 24, 2012 

@

Prices starting 
at $259/week

at Stanford University

THE 43nd ANNUAL STANFORD TENNIS SCHOOL

Directed by Dick & Anne Gould

JUNIOR OVERNIGHT AND DAY CAMPS

JUNIOR DAY CAMP

USSportsCamps.com
1-800-NIKE CAMP (1-800-645-3226)

Ages 7 and up. New to the sport or have experience, 
we have a camp for you.

Half day or full day option for boys and girls. 

All the camps offer fundamental skill work, position work, scrimmages and games.

650-725-9016
stanfordwaterpolocamps.com

SSSSSSSTTTTTTTAAAAAAANNNNNNNFFFFFFFOOOOOOORRRRRRRDDDDDDD WWWWWWWAAAAAAATTTTTTTEEEEEEERRRRRRR PPPPPPPOOOOOOOLLLLLLLOOOOOOO CCCCCCCAAAAAAAMMMMMMMPPPPPPPSSSSSSS

Summer Fun 2012 at PACCC

SIX CAMP OPTIONS - June 11 to August 3 
Each offering exciting themes and activities!

Kindergarten to Grade 6

Palo Alto Community Child Care
The Best in Child Care Begins With Us

Activities Include: 

Swimming - Bike Rides - Field Trips - Organized Activities

Camp details at www.paccc.com
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Academics

GASPA German 

Summer School Camp Menlo Park
Learn German by way of Fairytale! GASPA is taking 
Summer Camp into the world of fairy tales and everything 
that comes with it…in German of course! Off ering a 4 
week program for children ages 3-12.

www.gaspa-ca.org 650-520-3646

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
K-12 off erings taught by exceptional, experienced 
faculty and staff . K-6 morning academics - focusing on 
math, language arts and science - and full spectrum of 
afternoon recreation. Grades 6-12 for-credit courses and 
non-credit enrichment opportunities. Sports programs 
also off ered. 

www.summer.harker.org 408-553-0537  

iD Tech Camps - 

Summer Tech Fun! Stanford
Take hobbies further! Ages 7-17 create iPhone apps, 
video games, movies, and more at weeklong, day and 
overnight programs held at Stanford and 60+ universities 
in 27 states..  Also 2-week, Teen-only programs: iD Gaming 
Academy, iD Programming Academy, and iD visual Arts 
Academy (fi lmmaking & photography).

www.internalDrive.com 1-888-709-TECH (8324)

iD Teen Academies Stanford
Learn diff erent aspects of video game creation, app 
development, fi lmmaking, photography, and more. 
2-week programs where ages 13-18 interact with industry 
professionals to gain competitive edge.  iD Gaming 
Academy, iD Programming Academy, and iD Visual Arts 
Academy are held at Stanford, and other universities.

www.iDTeenAcademies.com 1-888-709-TECH (8324)

ISTP’s Language Immersion Summer Camp
ISTP Summer Camp is designed to give participants 
a unique opportunity to spend their summer break 
having fun learning or improving in a second language. 
Students are grouped according to both grade level and 
language of profi ciency. Our camp off ers many immersion 
opportunities and consists of a combination of language 
classes and activities taught in the target language. 
Sessions are available in French, Mandarin, Chinese and 
English ESL and run Monday through Friday, 8am-3:30pm, 
with additional extnding care from 3:30-5:30pm.

www.istp.org   650-251-8519

Mid-Peninsula High School 

Summer Program Menlo Park
Mid-Peninsula High School off ers a series of classes and 
electives designed to keep students engaged in learning. 
Class Monday-Thursday and limited to 15 students.  Every 
Thursday there’s a BBQ lunch. The Science and Art classes 
will have weekly fi eld trips.

www.mid-pen.com 650-321-1991 x110

SuperCamp Stanford 
Increases Grades, Confi dence and Motivation. Academic 
pressure to stand out. Social pressure to fi t in. It’s not easy 
being a high school or middle school student. Straight 
A or struggling, kids are overwhelmed by homework, 
activities, and technology distractions. SuperCamp 
provides strategies to help kids succeed. Bobbi DePorter 
created SuperCamp to empower kids. Now in its 30th 
year with 64,000 graduates, SuperCamp builds study 
skills, self-esteem, and test scores. SuperCamp works. 
Parent Patty M. says, “We saw a jump in grades … the 
things she learned about her worth are of lasting value.” 

www.supercamp.com 1-800-285-3276.

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Summer at Saint Francis provides a broad range of 
academic and athletic programs for elementary through 
high school students. It is the goal of every program to 
make summer vacation enriching and enjoyable!

www.sfhs.com/summer 650-968-1213 x446

Synapse School & Wizbots Menlo Park
Cutting-edge, imaginative, accelerated, integrated, and 
hands-on academic summer enrichment courses with 
independent in-depth, project-based morning and 
afternoon week-long programs for children ages 4-12. 
Young Explorers, Thinking Math, Leonardo da Vinci’s 
Inventions, Nature Connections, Girls’ & Soccer Robotics, 
and more!

synapseschool.org/curriculum/summer 650-866-5824

Write Now! 

Summer Writing Camps Palo Alto
Emerson School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of 
Pleasanton open their doors and off er their innovative 
programs: Expository Writing, Creative Writing, 
Presentation Techniques, and (new!) Media Production. 
Call or visit our website for details. Also Pleasanton.

www.headsup.org 650-424-1267, 925-485-5750

Arts, Culture and Other Camps

Community School of 

Music & Arts (CSMA ) Mountain View
50+ creative camps for Gr. K-8! Drawing, Painting, 
Ceramics, Sculpture, Musical Theater, American Idol 
Workshop, more! Two-week sessions; full and half-
day enrollment. Extended care available. Financial aid 
off ered.

www.arts4all.org 650-917-6800 ext. 0

India Community Center  Palo Alto/ Sunnyvale/

Summer Camps Milpitas/Olema
Join ICC’s Cultural Camps which give campers a quick 
tour of India and its vibrant culture. These camps include 
arts, crafts, folk dance, bollywood dance, music, yoga, 
Indian history and geography. Over 10 diff erent camps 
all through the summer for Grades K-12. To register or for 
more details visit:

www.indiacc.org/camps 408-934-1130 ext. 225

Pacifi c Art League  Palo Alto,
Art camps are fun, and stimulate visual perception and 
cognitive thinking. Week-long camps are available 
for kids and teens 5 – 18, from June 18 to August 19, 
including Glass Fusing, Cartooning, Printmaking and 
Claymation.

www.pacifi cartleague.org 650.321.3891

Palo Alto Community

Child Care (PACCC)  Palo Alto
PACCC summer camps off er campers, grades kindergarten 
to 6th, a wide array of fun opportunities!  K-1 Fun for the 
youngest campers, Nothing But Fun for themed-based 
weekly sessions, Neighborhood Adventure Fun and 
Ultimate Adventure Fun for the more active and on-the-
go campers!  Swimming twice per week, periodic fi eld 
trips, special visitors and many engaging camp activities, 
songs and skits round out the fun off erings of PACCC 
Summer Camps!  Registration is online. Open to campers 
from all communities!  Come join the fun in Palo Alto!

www.paccc.com 650-493-2361

TechKnowHow Computer Palo Alto/

& LEGO Camps Menlo Park/Sunnyvale
Fun and enriching technology classes for students, ages 
5-14 Courses include LEGO and K’NEX Projects with 
Motors, Electronics, NXT Robotics, 3D Modeling, and 
Game Design. Many locations, including Palo Alto, Menlo 
Park, and Sunnyvale. Half and all day options. Early-bird 
and multi-session discounts available.

www.techknowhowkids.com 650-638-0500

Theatreworks Summer Camps Palo Alto
In these skill-building workshops for grades K-5, students 
engage in language-based activities, movement, music, 
and improvisation theatre games. Students present their 
own original pieces at the end of each two-week camp.

www.theatreworks.org/educationcommunity 650-463-7146

For more information about these camps, see our online directory of camps at 
http://paloaltoonline.com/biz/summercamps/. To advertise in a weekly directory, contact 650-326-8210

Summer 2012

(continued from previous page)

  Register Online: www.arts4all.org

Art Classes
Private Lessons,
Classes & 
Ensembles
Preschool 
Program
Vacation
Camps
Concerts & 
Exhibitions

Art Classes
Private Lessons,
Classes & 
Ensembles
Preschool 
Program
Vacation
Camps
Concerts & 
Exhibitions

Art Classes
Private Lessons,
Classes & 
Ensembles
Preschool 
Program
Vacation
Camps
Concerts & 
Exhibitions

Art Classes
Private Lessons,
Classes & 
Ensembles
Preschool 
Program
Vacation
Camps
Concerts & 
Exhibitions

Finn Center, 230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View | 650.917.6800
All ages, all levels, all aspirations!
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April 25, at 6 p.m. in the City Coun-
cil Chambers at 500 Castro St.
 ■ South San Francisco: Thursday, 
April 26, at 6 p.m. in the Municipal 
Services Building at 33 Arroyo 
Drive.
 ■ Campbell: Wednesday, May 
2, at 6 p.m. in the Campbell Public 
Library at 77 Harrison Ave.
 ■ Milpitas: Thursday, May 3, at 
2 p.m. in Room 140 in the Barbara 
Lee Senior Center at 40 North Mil-
pitas Boulevard.
 ■ Redwood City: Thursday, May 
3, at 6 p.m. in the Redwood City 
Public Library at 1044 Middlefield 
Road.

PLASTIC BAGS 
continued from page 13

Weekly Camps
June-July-August

Certifi ed Coaching Team

Programs:

Mini (3-5)
Beginner (5-7)

games

Intermediate I - Intermediate II
Advanced - Elite

A place where horses and humans 
can come together to learn and 

benefi t from each other.

725 Portola Rd., Portola Valley
(650) 851-1114     www.springdown.com

2012 Horsemanship Camps

50

★ 27 YEARS AND STILL GOING STRONG ★

 June 11-15, June 18-29,

 July 9-20, July 23-August 3,

 August 6-17, August 20-31

 June 11-14, August 6-9

Space is limited, sign up now! 

synapseschool.org/curriculum/summer

Call (650) 294-4570

Synapse School in Menlo Park
Cutting-edge, imaginative, accelerated, integrated, and hands-on 
academic summer enrichment courses with independent in-depth 

and project-based morning and afternoon week-long programs for 

children ages 4-12.   June 18 - August 24
 Experience innovative and 

inventive learning

Young Explorers (Play School)

Constructivist Math

Science Masters’ Series: 

  da Vinci, Galileo, and Edison 

Typing for Kids

 Creative Sewing, and more!

SUMMER FUN
FOR EVERYONE

Your child will discover hidden talents, experience 

YMCA Day & Overnight Camps
YMCA OF SILICON VALLEY

View our Camp Guide at
ymcasv.org/summercamp

Road work in 
Portola Valley
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

N
ew asphalt and repaint-
ed surface markings are 
coming to selected road-

ways in Portola Valley, most of 
them in the Portola Valley Ranch 
neighborhood.
 The work is set to start this 
week, and continue through June 
30, weather permitting. Road sur-
faces may be rough and uneven 
and contain loose gravel, and may 
be in an unfinished condition for 
a time, the town said. Contrac-
tors are allowed this flexibility in 
exchange for competitive pricing 
on the work.
 Motorists may encounter regu-
lated traffic on weekdays between 
8 a.m. and 5:30 p.m., with no-
parking and tow-away signs going 
up two days ahead of the work, the 
Public Works Department said.
 For questions or concerns dur-
ing construction, call on-site 
inspector Tom Anderson at (831) 
915-3395.
 Email hyoung@portolavalley.
net to contact Public Works 
Director Howard Young for gen-
eral project questions, or call him 
at 851-1700, ext. 200.
 The details: 
 ■ A more intensive grading and 
resurfacing known as cape seal is 
set for Georgia Lane off Portola 
Road, Golden Oak Drive in the 
Westridge neighborhood, and 
Bear Paw, Longspur, Ohlone and 
Valley Oak streets in the Ranch, 
Public Works Director Howard 
Young told the Almanac.
 ■ A less intensive resurfacing 
using a slurry seal is set for Upper 
Alpine Road, Bayberry Street in 
unincorporated Los Trancos 
Woods/Vista Verde, and the fol-
lowing roadways in the Ranch: 
Buckeye, Coyote Hill and Foxtail 
courts; Hawkview, Thistle, Win-
tercreek and Woodfern streets; 
Coalmine View, and Franciscan 
Ridge. A



By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Portola Valley Town 
Council has agreed to adopt 
a San Mateo County ordi-

nance that bans Styrofoam food 
containers, and support another 
law that would ban plastic bags at 
retail checkout stands.
 The council — with members 
Ted Driscoll and Jeff Aalfs absent 
— adopted “by reference” on 
April 11 a county ordinance that 
prohibits food vendors from sell-
ing carryout food in containers 
made of polystyrene, often called 
Styrofoam. The material cannot 
be recycled or re-used and con-
taminates roadsides, waterways 
and the ocean.
 The council plans to take final 
action April 25, and the law would 
go into effect 30 days later.
 Retailers affected by the polysty-
rene ban include food trucks that 
come to town, Roberts Market, the 
restaurant at the Alpine Hills Swim 
and Tennis Club, and the Alpine 
Inn, also known as Rossotti’s.
 Roberts, the Alpine Hills restau-
rant and the Portola Cafe Deli have 
already adopted practices con-
sistent with the polystyrene ban, 
Brandi de Garmeaux, the town’s 
coordinator for environmental 
initiatives, said. The town will be 
contacting Rossotti’s, and “has 
worked quite a bit” with the food 
trucks, Ms. de Garmeaux said.
 In adopting this ordinance by 
reference, the town joins a region-
al effort managed and enforced by 
the county. 

 Mayor Maryann Derwin and 
council members John Richards 
and Ann Wengert also voted to 
support a proposed plastic bag 
ban that would require customers 
at checkout stands who don’t have 
their own reusable bags to pay for 
new paper ones. A majority on the 
Woodside Town Council voted to 
support this proposal in March.
 “I think it’s great,” Ms. Wengert 
said before voting to support the 
proposed ban on the bags.
 “I do, too,” Mr. Richards said.
 “It’s about time,” Mayor Der-
win said.
 The ban would affect handled 
plastic bags at checkout counters, 
not the plastic bags used to package 
produce and meat.

 Paper bags would go for a mini-
mum of 10 cents until Dec. 31, 2014, 
and 25 cents after that. The point 
would be to encourage people to 
shop with their own reusable bags, 
Dean Peterson, the director of Envi-
ronmental Health Services for San 
Mateo County, told the council.
 During a discussion of a simi-
lar ordinance now in effect in 
San Jose, Councilwoman Ann 
Wengert questioned Mr. Peterson 
on compliance and the effect on 
families buying lots of groceries. 
“It’s a complete change of behav-
ior,” she noted.
 Compliance is going well, Mr. 
Peterson said. “Lately, they’ve got-
ten their minds around it.”
 As for large purchases of grocer-
ies, the fact that there’s been no data 
indicates that it’s probably not a 

problem, he said.
 “It’s a huge change in behavior. 
... We need to go back to a more 
sustainable way of living,” Mr. 
Peterson said. “This is one of the 
ways we can do that.”

 A ban on all single-use bags is 
not unforeseeable, he said, and 
noted having heard of one store in 
a Bay Area grocery chain that has 
checkout counters that have no 
bags at all. A

Town backs bans on plastic bags 
at checkout, Styrofoam containers
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& Teen Academies

CREATE VIDEO GAMES!
DEVELOP iPHONE® APPS!

PROGRAM ROBOTS!
MAKE MOVIES!
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sports & activity
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MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMPS
 

 
 

 

SPORTS & ACTIVITY CAMP

 

Camps  
for all ages

 PORTOLA VALLEY

Authors to speak
at Atherton benefit
 Celebrated authors Anne Lamott 
and Dr. Abraham Verghese will 
appear on stage at a spring garden 
party from 4 to 7 p.m. Sunday, April 
29, in Atherton. The event benefits 
Bay Area-based Global AIDS Inter-
faith Alliance (GAIA).
 Baba Ken Okulolu and the Nige-
rian Brothers will perform. Wine 
from Kingston Vineyards, provided 
by Portola Valley resident and win-
ery owner Courtney Kingston, and 
gourmet appetizers from Paradise 
Foods will be served.
 Kaboni Gondwe, recipient of a 
GAIA nursing scholarship and cur-
rent Fulbright scholar, will share her 
life story with guests. Ms. Gondwe 
is from Malawi, a southern Africa 
country where the Global AIDS 
Interfaith Alliance works to feed, 
clothe and educate AIDS orphans 
and provide HIV testing.
 Marty Arscott of Atherton chairs 
GAIA; Andy Pflaum of Portola Val-
ley is vice chair.
 Go to thegaia.org to purchase 
tickets.
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I
f Menlo Park didn’t get everything it wanted in the recently 
completed negotiations with Facebook, it’s hard to imagine 
what didn’t make the final cut.

 With more than 800 million users signed up for its ubiquitous 
social networking site and a massive public stock offering around 
the corner, Facebook apparently was not interested in haggling 
with Menlo Park over a few million dollars. 
 Instead, the company agreed to pay the city $8.5 million in 
graduated payments over the next 10 years to make up for the 
sales tax that another manufacturer would generate. In return, 
Facebook receives the right to 
add 3,000 employees to the 3,600 
already permitted at the former 
Sun campus on what is now 
1 Hacker Way. The company 
accepted a cap of 15,000 vehicle trips per day, with no more than 
2,600 each in the morning and evening commute hours, from 7 
to 9 a.m. and 4 to 6 p.m. 
 The deal was hailed by many speakers at last week’s City Council 
meeting and passed 5-0. Mayor Kirsten Keith and other officials 
spoke highly of the company, with Councilman Rich Cline saying 
he was grateful for the company’s willingness to collaborate.
 Beyond the cash payouts to Menlo Park, the agreement shows 
how deeply the company is committed to being a good neighbor. 
For example, Facebook said it will create a local community fund 
with an initial $500,000 contribution in partnership with an 
existing nonprofit organization. Menlo Park and East Palo Alto 
will each place a member on the board of the nonprofit, with 
Facebook filling the remaining three seats.
 The company will sponsor a wide range of job fairs and work-
shops, including a session on how to get a job at Facebook. Going 
even further, the company’s vendors will let local residents know 
when they are hiring, and Facebook will promote local opportu-
nities for its own employees to volunteer within the community.

 The agreement also addresses housing, with Facebook invest-
ing in a housing project in Menlo Park by either committing to 
leasing units or allowing the developer to market the project to 
company employees. It’s looking at other possibilities, includ-
ing investments in low-income housing tax credits, according to 
Facebook.
 Area merchants will be happy to hear that the Facebucks pro-
gram — which provides a trackable $25 debit card for Facebook 
employees to spend at nearby businesses — will continue for three 
years. The company also agreed to try to use local vendors for on-
campus goods and services, and to contribute to a Willow Road 
business improvement district with $50,000 in seed funding.
 Facebook is prepared to tackle a wide range of projects, from 
improving bicycle and pedestrian trails in Menlo Park and East 
Palo Alto to assisting with running electrical transmission lines 
underground in its neighborhood. The company will also work 
with the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Ref-
uge to adopt policies to protect local wildlife and the ecosystem.
 To better protect its buildings and personnel, Facebook will pay 
up to $300,000 to improve fire safety, including the installation 
of a system for Menlo Park Fire Protection District trucks to gain 
the right-of-way through four traffic signals on Willow Road. 
Chief Harold Schapelhouman said the deal is only part of a broad 
relationship to address support of essential emergency services in 
the eastern community and on the Facebook campus.
 East Palo Alto also stands to benefit, through sharing traffic cap 
violation fines and other agreements, although the final details 
weren’t available at press time.
 Through these agreements and their efforts to welcome the 
community to their new home, Facebook is already a significant 
player on the Midpeninsula. Menlo Park, East Palo Alto and the 
fire district are fortunate to have a company of this caliber to add 
its formidable presence here. We are pleased to join the crowd 
with a “thumbs up” for Facebook.

A big thumbs up for Facebook deal

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about             local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

Our Regional 
Heritage

This stone castle on 
Portola Road is the only 

surviving building of 
Willowbrook Farm, where 

Herbert E. Law grew herbs 
in the early 1900s. Mr. 

Law’s property extended 
all the way to Alpine Road 

and was home to up to 
50 men and a few women 

who tended the gardens 
and fields to produce the 

herbs and exotic plants 
used to make his “miracle” 
drug Viavi, which was sold 

around the world.

Portola Valley Archives

All views must include a home address 
and contact phone number. Published 
letters will also appear on the web site, 
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and 
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  Post your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

EMAIL   your views to: 
letters@almanacnews.com
and note this it is a letter to 
the editor in the subject line.

MAIL   or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac, 
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025.

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
223-6507.

Serving Menlo Park, 

Atherton, Portola Valley, 

and Woodside for 44 years.

 ■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

Editor & Publisher
Tom Gibboney

Newsroom
Managing Editor Richard Hine  
News Editor Renee Batti
Lifestyles Editor Jane Knoerle
Staff Writers
Dave Boyce, Sandy Brundage 
Contributors Marjorie Mader,
Barbara Wood, Kate Daly
Special Sections Editors 
Carol Blitzer, Sue Dremann   
Photographer Michelle Le

Design & Production
Design Director Raul Perez 
Designers Linda Atilano, Lili Cao, 
Shannon Corey, Diane Haas, Paul 
Llewellyn, Scott Peterson

Advertising
Vice President Sales 
and Marketing Tom Zahiralis
Display Advertising Sales 
Adam Carter 
Real Estate Manager Neal Fine
Real Estate and Advertising 
Coordinator Diane Martin
Classified Legal Advertising
Alicia Santillan

Published every Wednesday at 
3525 Alameda De Las Pulgas, 
Menlo Park, Ca 94025 

Newsroom: (650) 223-6525
Newsroom Fax: (650) 223-7525
Advertising: (650) 854-2626 
Advertising Fax: (650) 854-3650 

Email news and photos with 
captions to: 
Editor@AlmanacNews.com

Email letters to:
letters@AlmanacNews.com

The Almanac, established in September 1965, 

is delivered each week to residents of Menlo 

Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside and 

adjacent unincorporated areas of southern San 

Mateo County. The Almanac is qualified by decree 

of the Superior Court of San Mateo County to 

publish public notices of a governmental and 

legal nature, as stated in Decree No. 147530, 

issued December 21, 1969. 

Subscriptions are $60 for one year and 

$100 for two years.

EDITORIAL
The opinion of The Almanac



Questions on sewer
line responsibility
Editor:
 As a homeowner in Menlo 
Park, I understand that the 
sewer line to the main trunk 
from my street clean-out is my 
responsibility.
 As a longtime resident, I 
don’t know when I earned that 
responsibility. My question is 
when did this happen and did I 
have a voice in the matter?
 Also if the city owns the side-
walk and street over my sewer 
line, can I have them remove 
and replace it so I can repair my 
sewer line?

Tom Wong
Hedge Road, Menlo Park

Menlo failed other
cities in negotiations
Editor:
 Kudos are due to Facebook for 
simultaneously negotiating with 
Menlo Park, East Palo Alto and 
the Menlo Park Fire Protection 
District (which predates and 
serves Menlo Park, Atherton and 
East Palo Alto) on the impact of 
its planned expansion on each 
of these entities. Facebook has 
shown remarkable patience and 
understanding in this process.
 Shame on the city of Menlo 
Park for its totally selfish behav-
ior in this process. Under the 
law the city of Menlo Park was 
the designated lead agency for 
these negotiations.
 Unfortunately Menlo Park so 
completely ignored the impacts 
of this project on other local 
jurisdictions that those jurisdic-
tions were forced to negotiate 
directly with Facebook. 
 One jurisdiction, Atherton, 
did not lose faith in Menlo Park 
to properly perform its legally 
obligated lead agency role, and, 
as a result, ended up with noth-
ing. I suspect that Atherton 
may well now attempt to block 
this project in court, a sad, but 
totally preventable outcome.
 With the Facebook project, the 
city of Menlo Park totally dis-
graced itself as being a selfish and 
irresponsible lead agency. And 
this is not the first such failure — 
Menlo Park did exactly the same 
thing on the Gateway project.

Peter Carpenter
Larchmont Drive, Atherton

Cut downtown plan,
not the library staff
Editor:
 The city of Menlo Park needs 
to stop throwing money at 
the ill-advised downtown plan 
and support our city services 
instead.
 Case in point: our library 
hours and staff have been cut 
back again and again, and now I 
learn that the city is about to do 
away with library staff service at 
the circulation desk altogether, 
and plans to install an RFID 
checkout system instead.
 These systems are riddled 
with problems and are hugely 
frustrating for library patrons. 
In addition, they expose people 
to yet another source of radio 
waves — the last thing we 
need.
 Instead of adding to the $1.5 
million of our tax dollars that 
the city has handed over to the 
consultants who came up with 
a plan for our downtown that 
only a developer could love, let’s 
fund our library staff.
 Otherwise: imagine waiting 
in line for the privilege of using 
the automated RFID checkout, 
opening every CD and DVD 
you wish to check out, and put-
ting them one by one into a slot 
so they can be read by these 
machines, which are notorious 
for breaking down and/or not 
working properly.
 Imagine missing the opportu-
nity to interact with a familiar 
library staff member, who may 
not only remind you that your 
library card needs renewing, 
but also may comment on a 
book or film you’re checking 
out, or make a recommendation 
regarding a book or film you 
never heard of.
 The RFID checkout plan is a 
lose-lose proposition. The com-
munity loses, the library loses, 
the library staff loses.
 Not long ago, our council gave 
well over $2 million to Menlo-
Atherton High School to help 
build its Performing Arts Cen-
ter. This has been of nearly no 
value to our residents.
 Let’s be wiser with our money. 
Let’s jettison the RFID plan and 
keep our library fully staffed. 
Let’s preserve what we have — 
it’s worth preserving.

Cherie Zaslawsky
Downtown Menlo Park

LETTERS
Our readers write
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V I E W P O I N T

Saturday-Sunday, April 28-29

 Sign up today @ www.CompassionWeekend.org

YOU can make a difference in the Bay Area...

Join thousands of volunteers from San Jose to San Francisco 

to serve others in our local communities.

CONSTRUCTION FAMILY MEDICAL/DENTAL  EDUCATION  LANDSCAPING  WORLD

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.

City of Menlo Park
Document Destruction &

Electronics Recycling Event

In time for Spring Cleaning, the City of Menlo Park will hold a Document 
Destruction and Electronics Recycling Event.  Residents and businesses can drop 
off confidential documents for destruction and recycle outdated electronics.  

When:  Saturday, May 5th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Where:  Menlo Park Corporation Yard:  333 Burgess Drive

What:
• Up to three boxes (10” x 12” x 15”) of confidential documents per vehicle
• All electronics are accepted 
• Limit of 5 fluorescent tubes/bulbs per vehicle

Who:  Menlo Park residents and businesses (driver’s license, business card or 
business license required)

For more information, contact City of Menlo Park Environmental Program 
 at (650) 330-6740 or email recycle@menlopark.org
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www.oliverlux.comwww.oliverlux.com

A harmonious mix of traditional aesthetics and contemporary finishes, this gorgeous new construction has all the features to satisfy even the most 
discerning buyer.  This 5BR, 6.5BA Mediterranean-inspired home boasts 6,000SF of living space set on a sprawling 19,600SF lot.  Sleek fixtures, smart 
home systems, streamlined moldings, and monochromatic motif give it a modern flair.  Located on a peaceful street within the award-winning Las Lomitas 
School District, this spectacular home has it all. $4,800,000  Jennifer Gonzalez La’O  650.218.6491

Menlo Park

Lake Tahoe

On the West Shore of Lake Tahoe, The Schilling Estate at Paradise Flat offers a once in a lifetime opportunity to purchase arguably one of the finest 
properties in all of Lake Tahoe. Built by Master Craftsmen, this estate has vaulted ceilings, 9BR, 9BA, 4980SF+/- of living space, dining room with seating 
for 16, grand fireplace, 7.35 acres of sunny, level, pristine land & 400FT of lake & beach frontage. Offered for the first time since 1935, this property is on 
2 legal parcels which offers opportunity to build an additional estate & 2 additional guest homes. $19,950,000 Michael Oliver  530.308.4728 


