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EXPLORE THE NEW

Where people, homes and a bit of imagination intersect

ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

ATHERTON

This New England-style home with gated
entrance is located on a cul-de-sac.
Remodeled and expanded in 2009-2010,
including all new landscaping on 1.15+/-
acres. Master suite on first floor, 4bd
upstairs, and 6th bedroom off of kitchen.
Living room, separate dining room, eat-in
kitchen, library, and wine cellar. Pool, pool
house with trellis, fireplace and TV. 3 car
garage and Menlo Park Schools.

$7,900,000
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WOODSIDE

Sophisticated country setting on 3/4

+/- acre in the serenity of the Woodside
foothills. Spacious gourmet kitchen,
breakfast nook and step down family
room. Living room with beamed ceilings,
fireplace, French doors, and adjacent
dining room. 3bd/2ba, guest room/office,
and exercise area. French doors to
gardens, and a secluded, fenced in pool.
Lots of storage and room for large motor
home. Portola Valley schools.

$1,375,000

WOODSIDE

Sitting peacefully at end of a quiet country
lane sits this charming 3bd/2ba family
home. Farmhouse ambience: bucolic
pasture, majestic oaks, and draping
wisteria. Spacious great room with
gourmet kitchen opens to a large deck
overlooking the pond, and facing the Bay
views. Horse property with 4 stall barn and
fantastic trail access. This is a very special
home in a very desirable and rare setting.

$1,325,000

MENLO PARK | 1550 El Camino Real, Suite 100 650.462.1111

WOODSIDE | 2930 Woodside Road 650.529.1111
APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Fracisco | Marin | Sonoma | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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UPFRONT

By Dorothy Bachler

Special to the Almanac

or the past 10 years, the
FPortola Valley commu-

nity, and surrounding
areas, have gathered at Triangle
Park, at the corner of Portola
and Alpine roads in Portola
Valley, for a 5K walk/run/bike
on Labor Day to remember the
horrific events of Sept. 11, but
more specifically to remember
Andrew (Sonny) Garcia, a
hero who gave his life in the
first war against terrorism on
United Flight 93.

Andy and I moved to Por-
tola Valley in 1976 with our
three small children. Andy
was well-known in the com-
munity as a volunteer and
coach. He was also known for
the big smile he wore as he was
seen running the trails and
stopping to talk with neigh-
bors.

Andy did have an infec-
tious smile and was known
for being a prankster, but he

Remembering Andrew Garcia

“Andrew Garcia was a son,
a brother, husband, father,
grandfather and friend.”

was much more than that. He
was a son, a brother, husband,
father, grandfather and friend.
And no matter which “hat”
he was wearing, his approach
was one of dedication, loyalty,
honesty and kindness.

Andy had a deep faith in
God and was a born-again

Christian. His life reflected
his faith. Andy would have
celebrated his 73rd birthday
on Aug. 28.

The Andy Garcia Memo-
rial Run will not take place
this year. It is our hope that
each person reading this will
always remember Andy’s sac-
rifice for our country.

It is now well-documented
that Flight 93 prevented the
White House or Capitol from
being hit. It is hard to imagine
what our country would have
looked like had that hap-
pened. Let us also remember
all those who lost their lives
on that day and remember the
families left behind, many of
whom are still healing.

And remember those brave
men and women, many of
whom have lost their lives,
who continue the battle
against terrorism. Remember,
too, that our country was
founded on faith in God and
it is God who will heal our
land.

Woman donates money to replace stolen bike

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

( on’t let the good in the

Dworld be overshad-

owed by these people,”

said a note from an anonymous

woman to a 14-year-old boy who

had his bike stolen at the Menlo
Park skate park.

After reading about the theft
in the newspaper, the Good
Samaritan contacted police to
arrange a $500 donation to
replace the bike.

The teenager was attacked by
two young men during a morn-
ing outing on Aug. 13. After one

CALLING ON THE ALMANAC

W E-mail news, information, obituaries

Newsroom: 223-6525
Newsroom fax: 223-7525
Advertising: 854-2626

Advertising fax: 854-3650
Classified ads: 854-0858

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027,
94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.
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Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/Almanac

B E-mail letters to the editor to:

asked for a ride and was turned
down, he punched the boy as the
other suspect grabbed the bike.
Both escaped a police search.
The first suspect, described
as a white man about 17 to 18
.|

She tells 14-year-old

boy to remember the
good in the world,

years old, had short blond hair,
freckles and light eyes. About 5
feet, 7 inches tall and weighing
about 150 pounds, he wore jeans

and a gray T-shirt, according to
the police report. He rode the
bike as the pair fled south on
Alma Street.

The second suspect, a black
man about 18 to 19 years old,
wore jeans and a white T-shirt.
He stood nearly 6 feet tall and
weighed about 180 pounds with
short, curly dark hair and medi-
um complexion.

Police spokesperson Nicole
Acker said there was no update
on the investigation. Anyone
with  information about
the robbery can call police
at 330-6300. 1

THE ALMANAC (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370)
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Why Home Care Assistance Is The
Leading Provider of 24/7 Live-In Care:

e We offer experienced, bonded and insured caregivers, who
are trained in our Balanced Care Method™ of promoting
healthy aging.

e We provide culinary training for our caregivers at Sur La
Table to improve their skills and our clients’ meals.

e Our founders wrote the book Handbook for Live-In Care,
which is a resource for the industry as well as families.

Call us for a FREE consultation:
650-462-6900
1-866-4-Liveln (454-8346)
www.HomeCareAssistance.com
148 Hawthorne Ave, Palo Alto, CA

SAIL AWAY

Howme (are

ASSISTANCE
1-866-4-Liveln~

VACATION SAVING EVENT

Thinking about a Vacation?

Come to SAIL AWAY and meet with cruise line
representatives, gain expert insights and take
advantage of the best values of the year! Even
if you can’t be there in person, you can still
enjoy exclusive savings and benefits by
calling Summit Travel Group.

September 15, 11:30-2:00pm
Menlo Circus Club
190 Park Lane, Atherton

(650) 328-2030
www.summittravelgroup.com/sail

A limited number of FREE guest passes
available at summittravelgroup.com/sail
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Palo Alto Medical
L%‘ Foundation

A Sutter Health Affiliate

Community Health
Education Programs

For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures and
health education resources, visit pamf.org/healtheducation. Sept. 2012

Memory Loss, Dementia
and Alzheimer’s Disease: The Basics

Tuesday, Sept. 11, 7 to 8:30 p.m. Presented by Edie Yau, M.A.
e /e (O Director of Diversity, Alzheimer’s Association

795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 650-853-4873

dementia, the basics of Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders, the
diagnostic process, and management of the disease. Additional topics
consist of community resources including the Alzheimer’s Association,
planning for the future, and how family members and caregivers can help
the person with dementia.

Understanding Hypertension

Tuesday, Sept. 25, 12:45 to 1:45 p.m. Presented by Aarti Srinivasan, M.D.

Sunnyvale City Senior Center PAMF Internal Medicine

550 E. Remington Drive, Sunnyvale No registration needed, however,
email can be sent to
nhextell@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us

Hypertension is prevalent, affecting over 60% of older Americans.
We’'ll review the definition of “hypertension,” lifestyle changes
and modifications that lower blood pressure, as well as common
medications used to treat blood pressure. We'll talk briefly about
other risk factors, such as diabetes, and cholesterol, that can
exist along with blood pressure and increase one’s risk for heart
disease.

Upcoming Lectures and Workshops

October November

Mountain View Palo Alto

e Test Your Eye Q ¢ Understanding the 2013 Medicare,
Medigaps, Medicare Advantage and

e Autism: What It Is and Why It Seems More

- D Pl
Common Today — Parent Workshop Series rug Flans

Mountain View

e Preparing for Travel to South East Asia
with Children — Parent Workshop Series

L cards  gift wrapping ® organic sprays ® soaps & lotions ® baby and children's gifts e baby books e stuffed animals
; % Superior rating for quality & price by Consumers Checkbook.

“Ladera Garden and Gifts - 3130 Alpine Road - Portola Valley 94028 - 6508543850

w\ﬂ:@ Reviews —

"My family has been coming here for years.
It's the best garden center in the area, the
prices are very fair considering the area,
and the staff is unbeatable... | would
recommend this place to anyone who will
ever need to buy a plant of any kind.”

—John G,, LA Ca

“This place is a wonderful source for plants,
containers, and gifts. You can always get
help and typically find what you want.”

— Carol G,, Palo Alto
Mirrors e ceramics e wall decorations  vases ® plcture frames © place mats & napkins ® aprons e candles e greeting

n facebook.com/paloaltomedicalfoundation

u twitter.com/paloaltomedical Scan this code with your smartphone for
more health education information. Get the
w pamfblog.org free mobile scanner app at http.//gettag.mobi.
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GEORGES BIZET’S

September 8-23, 2012

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!
OPERASJ.ORG 408.437.4450
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THINKING ABOUT 1OMORROW

Ladera’s Matt James has big
plans for next generation

By Dave Boyce

Almanac staff writer

generation or two in the

United States with interest-
ing careers and meaningful
work, Matt James of Ladera finds
it hard to overstate the impor-
tance of a public education sys-
tem that meets the needs of all its
students, and an economy that
is actively moving away from
dependence on fossil fuels.

A tall order, and Mr. James is
neither an educator
nor a scientist. He
does have resources
as a communica-
tor. With an under-

In his quest to assist the next

‘If people have the
straight facts and

tion, where he was an executive
vice president.

The Kaiser foundation is
known for providing facts and
analysis on health issues for
policymakers, the news media
and the public. A testament to
Kaiser’s success? In the debate
leading up to the U.S. Supreme
Court decision on President
Obama’s Affordable Care Act,
opponents and backers both
used Kaiser data in their argu-
ments, Mr. James says.

That’s the kind
of reputation
Mr. James says
he wants for the
Center for the

graduate degree in reaIIy know what’s Next Genera-
broadcast com- ; tion: to become
munications from g_omg on, they a highly reliable
Western Michi- will make gOOCI source for facts,
gan University, decisions. information
he started off as a and analysis.
congressional press The goals are to

secretary, first for Congress-
man Morris Udall of Arizona,
then for Sen. Dale Bumpers of
Arkansas, and then Sen. Daniel
Patrick Moynihan of New York.
He came to his current position
as president and chief executive
of the nonprofit and nonparti-
san Center for the Next Genera-
tion (in San Francisco) after 20
years with the Menlo Park-based
HenryJ. Kaiser Family Founda-

“paint a realistic picture of the
lives of America’s kids and what
needs to be done to allow them
to reach their full potential” and
to provide facts that help devel-
op “regional advanced energy
innovation chapters across the
United States,” the Center’s web-
site says.

“We are relentlessly focused
on what we think are the most
important issues for the next

generation,” Mr. James told the
Almanac over coffee recently.
“If people have the straight facts
and really know what’s going on,
they will make good decisions.”

The Center is “a strategic
communications firm that is
also a think tank,” and has
funding of $15 million for the
next five years, Mr. James says.
The major backer is co-founder
Tom Steyer, who also founded
Farallon Capital Management in
San Francisco. Other major gifts

include $500,000 from the Ford
Foundation and $3 million from
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.

For the children

There are approximately 72
million children under 18 in
the United States. The Center’s
website describes the plight of
many of them:

B About 15.5 million live in
poverty — a household in which
the annual income is below
$22,050 for a family of four —

Almanac photo by Michelle Le
“We are relentlessly focused on what we think are the most important issues for the next generation,” says
Matt James, shown working in his San Francisco office.

according to a 2010 report from
the National Center for Chil-
dren in Poverty at Columbia
University. Another 16.5 million
live in low-income households,
meaning up to twice the poverty
level, or an income of $44,700.
B More than 26 percent suf-
fer chronic ill health, including
obesity, asthma, diabetes and
attention-deficit/hyperactivity
disorder, according to a 2010

See NEXT GENERATION, page 8

Preschool coming to Bay Road; Menlo Park council upholds use permit

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

in council chambers: How many

preschools does Menlo Park have?
Does it need another? How much noise
does a group of 48 toddlers on a play-
ground make?

Speakers on both sides of a fight over
allowing a preschool at 695 Bay Road
had different answers during the Aug.
28 council meeting.

In July, the Planning Commission
unanimously approved a use permit
for Bright Angel Montessori Academy.
The decision was then challenged,
leaving the council to make the final
decision. The site is zoned for com-

It sounded like a battle of facts

mercial uses, a factor which seemed to
weigh the votes in favor of the permit.

The design as proposed by school
founders MeiLing Huang and Joe
Wrytfels consists of
two 925-square-foot
classrooms  with

Kindergarten teacher who

decision had been swayed by emotion
rather than facts. She said her research
showed that Menlo Park currently
has more preschools per capita than
any city on the
Peninsula.
“Nine cur-

adjunct staff rooms,
and a 1,600-square-
foot outdoor play-
ground enclosed by

opposes the school says the
decision had been swayed by
emotion rather than facts.

rently have
openings
for students.
That is a fact,”

awooden fence. The

school must pay the city $71,842 in

review and traffic-impact fees.
Kindergarten teacher Brynn Cahill,

who lives across the street from the

site and filed the appeal, told the coun-

cil that the Planning Commission’s

she said. Ms.

Cahill also challenged the school’s plan

to implement staggered start times to

manage traffic, the number of park-

ing spaces required, and the projected
noise levels.

Other businesses, such as a barber

shop or dry cleaner, would be welcome,
according to Ms. Cahill. A preschool
“would be an undeniable nuisance”
and its daytime traffic would com-
promise the safety of children and
residents.

Some neighbors spoke in support
of Ms. Cahill’s appeal — at least 17
had signed a petition — while oth-
ers supported the academy, including
parents who looked forward to having
a preschool within walking distance of
home.

“T know the person speaking before
me against the preschool gave you
some statistics,” one mother said, then

See PRESCHOOL, page 8
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ROBERTS

MARKET

T

3015 Woodside Road | Woodside 650.851.1511

Visit us anytime al www.robertsmarketl.com
FRESH PRODUCE

6 OZ. BASKET LoCAL
DRISCOLL RASPBERRIES 5 ] 9_3\ ORGANIC

DURST FARM, MIX VARIETY

ORGANIC CHERRY S 399 SPRING MIX
TOMATOES T EAPINTS

MEGIT AND SEAFOOD)

PEELED & DEVEINED S'I 5%

16-20 COUNT PRAWNS ARTICHOKE JALAPENO STUFFED

CHICKEN
$398  BREAST
b

GROUND
CHUCK

ON SALE GROCERY/

KASHIGO 5339 waLLABY
o GunG; "3  WALLARY

YOGURT
VANS $939
DELI DEPARTMENT

No time to cook dinner?

Pick up some side dishes as well

WINE GND SPIRITS)
Italian Summer Whites

‘10 Casale Marchese Frascati Superiore................cccoocvevvvvrunn. Reg. $12.99
10 Sergio Moturra Orvieto..................ccccccccovsevessssssssssssss Reg. $13.99
‘11 Garofoli “Macrina” Verdicchio dei Castelli Jesi................ Reg $13.99
‘10 Mancini Vermentino di Gallura....................... Reg. $15.99
‘11 Marco Porello Roero Arneis......................coouueerroeenerrronnen. Reg. $16.99
11 Stefano Massone Gavi..................ccccccccvvvecossvvenssvsssssssssns Reg. $17.99
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Mashed Potatoes .....ccuueeeeeeeeereeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeseraneesees
MaAC-CREESE .eveeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeeeteeeeeeeneeeernneessesansesees
Steamed Vegetables ..........ccccevuiivuiiniiniininniniinnicnnicnnen.

ALL MADE FRESH IN OUR KITCHENS

Portola Valley | Woodside

Meal & Produce - Fine Foods + Wine & Liquor
Delicatessen - Hardware & Grain

Open 6:30 am - 8:00 pm daily
Sale Dates: September 5, 6, 7, 8

4420 Alpine Road | Portola Valley | 650.851.1711

Stop by the ROBERTS MARKET DELI for a Fresh Roasted
“Mary’s Organic” Chicken. Just $ 5.29 Ib.

...$5.99 Ib.
...$5.29 Ib.
...$7.99 Ib.

Most Italian white wines are dry, crisp, and refreshing, perfect for the heat of the summer and the
lighter foods we eat. The following selections are perfect examples that offer excellent value, too.

Sale $10.99
Sale $11.99
Sale $11.99
Sale $13.99
Sale $14.99
Sale $15.99
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Auto recall begins
after Woodside fire

By Dave Boyce

Almanac staff writer

he Karma, a luxury gaso-

line/electric hybrid sports

sedan that made local
news on Aug. 10 when it burst
into flames in a Woodside park-
ing lot, is being refitted with
an “improved” low-temperature
cooling fan in a recall by the
manufacturer, Fisker Automo-
tive in Anaheim.

This recall is the third — and
by far the largest at 1,377 pos-
sibly affected vehicles — since
the car’s debut in December
2011, according to records of the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration.

This recall involves a defect in
the cooling fan that could cause
an electrical short circuit that
could ignite the fan housing,
shroud and surrounding com-
ponents, the records say.

The earlier recalls involved
replacement of a high-voltage
battery to correct a manufactur-
ing defect involving hose clamps
that could have leaked coolant
into the battery compartment,
possibly causing a short circuit
and fire.

The Karma that caught fire
outside Roberts Market in
Woodside belonged to Wood-
side Glens resident Rudy Burger,
amanaging partner at Woodside
Capital Partners in Palo Alto.

Firefighters from the Wood-
side Fire Protection District
quickly extinguished the fire
with water and there were no
injuries, but the heat did blister
paint on an adjacent SUV, Fire
Chief Dan Ghiorso told the
Almanac at the time.

Mr. Burger already has a new
Karma sitting in his driveway
and is hoping to participate in
Fisker’s next round of financ-
ing, he told the Almanac in an
email.

“I have been incredibly
impressed with the way Fisker
has handled this incident,” Mr.
Burger said.”I have started seven
technology companies and thus
know from direct personal
experience that there are always
bumps in the road between
innovation and a sustainable,
successful business. Fisker is a
great company and the US needs
more innovative companies of
this type, especially in the auto-
mobile sector.” B

Fire destroys garage, two
vehicles and part of house

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

two-alarm structure fire
Asigniﬁcantly damaged a

home at 5 Joaquin Road
in Los Trancos Woods after
destroying the garage, two vehi-
cles inside the garage and parts
of the attached house.

The fire was reported at about
8:15 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 22,
said Battalion Chief Rob Lind-
ner of the Woodside Fire Protec-
tion District.

Two firefighters suffered
minor injuries. They were treat-
ed on the scene and stayed on
duty, firefighters said.

The residents, a man and a
woman, were at home at the
time of the fire and made the 911
call, firefighters said.

The fire apparently started in
the garage and then spread to

the house, including the attic,
which meant that firefighters
had to ventilate the roof of the
house, Battalion Chief Lindner
said.

Nine fire engines and several
fire agencies helped fight the
fire. Woodside district battalion
chiefs declared a second alarm
after determining the fire was
threatening the woods around
the home.

While a fire crew maintained
a watch overnight, the fire itself
was contained within the first
hour, firefighters said.

The fire damaged a power line
that was arcing during the fire,
and melted a gas meter. Fire-
fighters allowed the gas to burn
off safely until Pacific Gas &
Electric workers arrived to shut
off the supply.

Large hole on Sand Hill repaired

The intersection of Sand Hill
Road and Sharon Park Drive
in Menlo Park was closed for
several hours Aug. 28 as crews
repaired a large hole —about 12
feet in diameter — that opened
up during a construction mis-
hap.

A PG&E contractor was doing
some excavation work for a pipe-
line project at the intersection
Tuesday afternoon when the
small hole created for the project
grew larger, PG&E spokesman
David Eisenhauer said.
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Woodside resident helps
arrest theft suspect

By Dave Boyce

Almanac staff writer

etired San Francisco police
Rofﬁcer and Woodside resi-
dent Bill Gilbert brought
some of his professional skills
to bear early on the morning of
Aug. 30 near his home on Olive
Hill Lane. He assisted a deputy
from the San Mateo County
Sheriff’s Office in corralling a
suspect in at least one of a series
of recent thefts from unlocked
vehicles in Woodside and Por-
tola Valley, according to a report
provided to the Almanac by his
wife, Lee Ann Gilbert.
Deputies arrested and booked

Jennifer told the Almanac.

Mr. Gilbert noticed and fol-
lowed “an unfamiliar man”
seen wearing a backpack and
leaving the property of a neigh-
bor, Lee Ann Gilbert wrote. The
man subsequently “jumped into
nearby bushes” and Mr. Gilbert,
who was armed, began a pursuit.
A deputy happened on the scene
and they joined forces, Ms. Gil-
bert said. Together, they “pulled
the suspect from his hiding spot
in the bushes and placed him
under arrest.”

“Because of (Mr.) Gilbert’s
determination to discover
and capture the burglar, he,

into the county jail —————— with assistance from

Dean Goble, 21,
of Redwood City
after finding him
on Olive Hill Lane

Residents
report rash

the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, made the arrest
possible,” Ms. Gilbert
wrote. “(Mr.) Gilbert’s

shortly before 6 of thefts from grateful family and

a.m. on Wednesday,
Aug. 29, the Sheriff’s
Office reported. Mr.
Goble faces charges
that include possession of stolen
property, conspiracy and vio-
lating probation for a previous
burglary.

Deputies don’t have many
leads yet, but are looking at Mr.
Goble in connection with two of
28 recently reported thefts from
vehicles, Lt. Larry Schumaker
of the Sheriff’s Office said in an
interview.

Deputies were already on
patrol when they captured Mr.
Goble, having saturated the area
in response to the theft reports,
including seven reported by
residents of Olive Hill Lane, Lt.
Schumaker said.

With the residents of Olive
Hill in an elevated state of
awareness, at around 5 a.m
Thursday morning Mr. Gilbert
decided to patrol the street “one
last time,” Lee Ann Gilbert
wrote in her account. He was
about to head off for a five-day
horse ride with colleagues from
the Woodside-based Mounted
Patrol of San Mateo County,
where Mr. Gilbert is a captain.

“It was just kind of great to
have the whole street get togeth-
er and do what they could to get
this guy,” Mr. Gilbert’s daughter

unlocked
vehicles.

neighbors are now able
to rest a little easier,
however all have com-
mitted to be a part of a
permanent and vigilant neigh-
borhood watch.”

Unlocked vehicles

Investigators don’t yet have a
complete list of the items stolen
and their estimated value, Lt.
Schumaker said. “We are deal-
ing with quite a few victims.”

After Mr. Goble was appre-
hended, “several pieces of prop-
erty stolen from vehicles that
were parked in the driveway of
homes located in the Town of
Woodside were found on his
person,” a Sheriff’s Office state-
ment said.

In Woodside, seven thefts were
reported on Olive Hill Drive,
four each on Laning Drive and
Arbor Court, two each on Toyon
Court and Mission Trail, and
one on Dry Creek Lane.

Of the Portola Valley thefts,
two occurred on Shawnee Pass
and two more on Iroquois Trail,
with one each on Mapache, Ash
Lane, Meadowood Drive and
Arapahoe Court.

The victims “told us that they
haven’t locked their cars ever
since they moved there,” Lt.
Schumaker said. “It’s kind of
frustrating.” &

Free first Fridays at history museum

The San Mateo County Histo-
ry Museum offers free admission
on the first Friday of each month.
The next one will be Friday, Sept.
7, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

At 11 a.m. preschool children
will be invited to learn about
growing plants for food. They
will create their own vegetable
prints and take their artwork

home. The staff will present a
program in the Nature’s Bounty
exhibit, which features dis-
plays about farming. At 2 p.m.,
museum docents will lead tours
for adults.

The museum is located at
2200 Broadway, within the 102-
year-old “Old Courthouse” in
Redwood City.

COMMUNITY TALK:
PROSTATE CANCER

Stanford Cancer Center invites you to come learn more
about prostate cancer, including:

 Prostate Cancer Screening and Watchful Waiting
» Update on Surgical Prostate Cancer Treatments
« New Treatments for Metastatic Prostate Cancer

Stanford’s prostate cancer experts will provide information
and answer your questions.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 « 9:30AM - 11:00AM
Sheraton Palo Alto (Reception Room)
625 El Camino Real « Palo Alto, CA

BEST
HOSPITALS

! IS [ I EPORT

?é STANFORD

CANCER CENTER

RSVP at: stanfordhospital.org/prostatehealth
This event is free and open to the public. Breakfast
will be served. Please register, seating is limited.

Stanford University Medical Center

A NationAL CANCER INSTITUTE-DESIGNATED CANCER CENTER
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New day at Hillview

The Menlo Park school community celebrated the new Hillview Middle School campus with an open house and ribbon-cutting on Tuesday,
Aug. 28. This is a view of the courtyard at the new two-story campus at 1100 Elder Ave. at Santa Cruz Avenue in Menlo Park.

| _:.|||"|| ||| ||}|

Almanac photo by Michelle Le

Ladera’s Matt James has big plans for next generation

continued from page 5

study from the Journal of the
American Medical Association.

B Among 2012-13 state bud-
gets, there are “identifiable
deep” cuts to preschool and K-12
spending in 23 states, cuts to
public health care in 20 states,
and cuts to higher education in
25 states, according to analysis
by the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities.

Given these grim statistics,
what would the Center for the
Next Generation do? Its “Too
Small to Fail” program, set to
begin in November, will initi-
ate a multi-year national pub-
lic information campaign to
address student debt, children
living in poverty, the struggles
of working parents, the impact
of digital media on families,
and chronic health issues among
adolescents.

Over the next five years,
strategic messages will go out
as advertisements across the
country via several platforms:
TV, print, radio, billboard and
social media; interactive online

resources for parents; annu-
al parent surveys; discussions
in town hall meetings; and
white papers presented in col-
laboration with “other major
research institutions and affin-
ity groups.”

The targets are parents, busi-
nesses and government. Parents
will be urged to give their chil-
dren more of their time. The
private sector should “provide
support to families through
workplace policies and sup-
port the things in communities
that help kids — from parks to
schools,” Mr. James says. As for
the public sector: “Our nation’s
leaders must adequately support
the institutions and infrastruc-
ture that will enable the next
generation to grow and succeed.
America’s kids deserve a world-
class education and a quality
health care system that will help
them become our country’s best
generation yet.”

Will the support involve high-
er taxes? “Yes,” Mr. James says.
“Taxes are an essential part of
supporting services — and we
have been cutting the taxes that

support kids so increased taxes
do need to be discussed.”

Among 34 countries in the
Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development in
2010, student performance in
the United States ranked 25th
in math and 17th in science,
according to the Silicon Valley
Leadership Group. With U.S.
job openings for engineers of
200,000 every year, U.S. colleges
graduate just 60,000 engineers
compared to 600,000 each in
India and China, the SVLG
says.

Occupations in science, tech-
nology, engineering and math
(STEM) “generate the techno-
logical changes that shape all
other occupations,” the SVLG
says. “Having the talent to fill
these positions is essential to
ensure growth. ... STEM jobs are
the engine that will power the
country out of recession.”

Breaking the habit

The other half of the Center’s
mission is breaking the coun-
try’s dependence on fossil fuel,
and thereby shifting the direc-

tion of the economy toward
clean energy and the jobs that
come with it.

No small challenge, given

national and international
trends alluded to on the Center’s
website:

B The United States in 2010
spent $256 billion on imported
oil, according to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration.
That’s just over half of the $497.8
billion annual trade deficit
— the amount our collective
spending for imported goods
exceeded our collective income
from exported goods.

B While worldwide invest-
ment in clean energy in 2010
grew 30 percent, to $243 billion,
the United States came in third
with $34 billion behind China
with $54 billion and Germany
with $41 billion, according to
a report by The Pew Charitable
Trusts.

B The global capacity in
2010 for electricity from photo-
voltaic cells grew 131 percent,
according to a U.S. Department
of Energy report. That capacity
rose 54 percent in the United

States, dropping the U.S. to fifth
place in the world, behind Ger-
many, Italy, the Czech Republic
and Japan.

The Center will tackle the
conversion to clean energy as a
regional issue, Mr. James says.
One model, he says, is the New
England Clean Energy Coun-
cil, a “progressively pragmatic”
group that represents wind,
solar and battery companies and
gives them clout together that
they don’t have alone. “I want to
figure out how to do that across
the country,” to create a nation-
wide chamber of commerce for
clean-energy companies, Mr.
James says.

Why do fossil fuel compa-
nies and their customers stay
with coal and oil? Because it’s
extremely profitable, he says.
“If they know over time that
there are advantages in moving
to a new technology, they’ll go
there.”

The next generation

Asked about strengths and
weaknesses in the next gen-
eration, Mr. James says he is
“totally impressed with the next
generation’s ability to think
outside the box. Not just in Cali-
fornia but around the country.
They’re incredibly optimistic
about their future.”

Their principal weakness is
not their fault: too much debt
after college. “That makes it
hard to dig out and do the other
things you need to do to start a
family,” he says.

Mr. James recently hired two
women to direct two key pro-
grams: for children and fami-
lies, and for advanced energy
and sustainability. Do women
bring something unique? “To
raise successful kids, you need
successful families,” he says
in an email. “And the truth is
that women still bear primary
responsibility for child-rearing.
They tend to better understand
how family-friendly policies
affect families and are more
willing to push for family-
friendly policies from both gov-
ernment and businesses.

“T have been fortunate to work
with incredibly smart, capable
and caring women at both Kai-
ser and now at the Center. I tend
to find that the women I work
with (and key advisers on my
work, like my wife Donna) have
a greater sense of what needs to
be done to build and support
successful families.” B

PRESCHOOL

continued from page 5

presented her own. “Because
I would like to enter the busi-
ness, I called all the preschools
and they all have waitlists. They
could have an opening for a
3-year-old, and maybe you have
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a 2-year-old.”

Councilman Peter Ohtaki
made a motion to deny the
appeal. “T listened carefully to
concerns expressed ... at the
same time I also get concerned
about regulating businesses that
might serve a useful purpose in

Menlo Park.”

“This is really a case of com-
peting values,” Councilwoman
Kelly Fergusson commented. “I
guess it’s up to us to weigh these
factors and make our best judg-
ment.”

She seconded the motion, not-

ing that she didn’t think there
was “enough weight of evidence”
to find that the school would be
detrimental to the community,
particularly considering pro-
jected demographic pressures
as Menlo Park continues to
grow and add to the school-age

population.

The council voted 4-0 to allow
the preschool to go forward,
with officials urging residents to
let the city know about any
problems that could be resolved
through techniques such as traf-
fic calming. &
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Hiking hotel tax: city
fights ballot language

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

allot review came to a
Bscreeching halt in Menlo

Park recently when a perus-
al of the rebuttal to Measure K, the
city’s proposal to raise the hotel
tax from 10 to 12 percent, lighted
upon the following sentence:

“Charging hotel taxes at rates
higher than those (in) neighboring
cities discourages
travel and penal-
izes businesses that
cater to travelers,
l.e. restaurants,
bars, tourist attrac-
tions, etc.”

Problem: The
hotel tax, other-
wise known as the
transient occupancy tax (TOT),
would match that of neighbors
Redwood City, East Palo Alto
and Palo Alto, if increased.

The Libertarian Party of San
Mateo County in coordination
with the Silicon Valley Taxpayers
Association (SVTA) wrote the
rebuttal.

City Attorney Bill McClure
said that after discussing the

READERS CHOICE 2012

Menlo Park says the
rebuttal argument
by the measure’s
opponents was
“misleading.”

m ELECTION

issue with the authors, the city
took the case to court on Aug. 20
to get the language changed to
“eliminate what we felt was mis-
leading if not false information.
Their agreement to amend the
ballot argument did not include
an admission that language was
misleading.”

The sentence was rewritten to
read, “Increas-
ing hotel taxes
discourages
travel and
penalizes busi-
nesses that cater
to travelers, i.e.
restaurants,
bars, tour-
ist attractions,
etc.”

“The city appears to be claim-
ing that ‘neighbor’ means ‘adja-
cent’,” said Harland Harrison,
who signed the rebuttal. He
pointed out that some Peninsula
cities — San Carlos, for example
do have a lower hotel tax.
“Webster’s Dictionary says oth-
erwise, and I think they are just
trying to harass and silence us.”

Mr. Harrison, who chairs the
San Mateo County Libertarian
party, said he hadn’t seen the
change, noting that the associa-
tion agreed to the stipulation on
his behalf. “I do trust SVTA, but
I think due process should at
least require notifying me before
changing the argument printed
above my name.”

Rebuttal author Mark Hinkle
said he’s been opposing govern-
ment-imposed taxes for more
than 25 years. “As a Libertarian,
my view is that taxation is theft
and thus immoral. So, it’s my
duty to protest any time elected
officials put tax increases on

the ballot,” he explained. “I also
write arguments and rebuttals
because, frankly if I don’t, it’s
very likely no one else will. Of the
five other ballot arguments that
I wrote in San Mateo County,
only one had another argument
against it.”

He didnt think the court-
ordered change significantly
impacted the argument that tax
increases are bad business. In
Mr. Hinkle’s view, tax increases
equal depressed economic activ-
ity, which means less money for
everyone, whereas tax cuts lead
to higher revenue.

“Any way you look at it, it’s all

bad. If Menlo Park wants more
revenue, they should reduce the
TOT to make Menlo Park hotels
more competitive compared to
neighboring cities’ TOT.”

Mr. Hinkle maintains that the
original wording of his rebuttal
was accurate. “T still maintain
that’s a true statement. I didn’t
say Menlo Park charges a TOT
higher than neighboring cities.
It’s a general statement that is
true,” he commented. “I person-
ally would have fought the dele-
tion, but then I'm not the Presi-
dent of the SVTA, and it’s not my
budget that’s on the line, i.e. loser
pays court costs.” I

was 74 years old.

Mitchell of Los Altos.
away in December of 1993.

Lisa was born in Nuremberg, Germany
on December 28, 1937. Her parents were
Heinrich and Sophie Trautner.
met her Husband, Ralph Flint Mitchell,
Jr. of Fresno, California, in Konstanz,
Germany where they were married on
June 8, 1957. Soon after, she and Ralph
moved to the San Francisco Bay Area
where they raised their two sons, Mark
Mitchell of Menlo Park, and Robert
Ralph passed

Lisa will always be remembered and sadly missed by

Lieselotte (Lisa) Mitchell

Lieselotte (Lisa) Mitchell, of Los Altos, California,
passed away on Monday, August 20, 2012, after
suffering a stroke on Aug 16, 2012. She

She

her children, grandsons and family. Sheloved and was
so proud of her sons and grandsons. She is survived
by her son Robert Mitchell of Los Altos,
daughter-in-law and grandsons, Mark,
| | Trish, Alden and Flint Mitchell of
] 7\ Menlo Park, her sister, Julie Messmer
of Lincoln, California and her brother
Erich Trautner of Konstanz, Germany.

Lisa enjoyed gardening,
knitting, traveling, golfing and taking
long walks with her son, Robert.

| 2:30pm, at Valley Presbyterian Church
in Portola Valley, CA.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to Valley Presbyterian Church
for their youth ministry.

sewing,
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BEST CASUAL DINING
Cafe Borrone
1010 El Camino Real #110,
Menlo Park
650-327-0830
cafeborrone.com

BEST LIVE MUSIC
Cafe Zoe
1929 Menalto Ave., Menlo Park
650-322-1926

cafezoemenlopark.com

BEST HAIR SALON
Los Salonez
1010 Alma St., Menlo Park
650-328-0735
lossalonez.com

BEST BOUTIQUE
Alys Grace
899B Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park
650-322-5524

alysgrace.com

BEST PIZZA
Applewood
1001 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-324-3486
applewoodpizza.com

BEST GYM
Bulldog Sports & Fitness
1610 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-561-4095
bulldogsportsandfitness.com

BEST JEWELRY STORE
Gleim Jewelers
111 Stanford Shopping Center,
Palo Alto
650-325-3533
gleimjewelers.com

BEST FRAMERS
The Great Frame-Up
865 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park
650-323-1097

menlopark.thegreatframeup.com

BEST HAPPY HOUR
AND BEST FRENCH RESTAURANT
Left Bank
635 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park
650-473-6543
leftbank.com

BEST PET STORE
The Pet Place
777 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park
650-325-7387

BEST AUTO REPAIR
Portola Valley Garage
4170 Alpine Rd., Portola Valley
650-851-7442
pvgarage.com

BEST FITNESS CLASSES, YOGA
Studio Rincon
3536 Alameda De Las Pulgas,
Menlo Park
650-861-0242

studiorincon.com
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All views must include a home address
and contact phone number. Published
letters will also appear on the web site,
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
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Town Square forum at
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com
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letters@almanacnews.com
and note this it is a letter to
the editor in the subject line.

MAIL or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025.

CALL the Viewpoint desk at
223-6507.

Viewpoint

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS

ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES FROM PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY. EDITED BY TOM GIBBONEY

Splashy launch for next Facebook building

ith the announcement that world-famous architect
\/vlFrank Gehry will design its new west campus on the

Bayfront Expressway, Facebook sent a clear message
that the company is in the social network business for the long
haul, and that CEO Mark Zuckerberg is firmly on that course
despite the company’s lagging stock price.

As expected from a craftsman of Mr. Gehry’s stature, prelimi-
nary sketches show an unusual, if not spectacular, office build-
ing designed to blend into the landscape, rather than crash the
senses like his Guggenheim museum in Bilbao,

the Facebook approval will be much less arduous; probably, no
environmental impact report will be required since the new site
was included in the report for the east campus. The company is
requesting some zoning changes, but overall, the process should
be straightforward, with Facebook paying a number of impact
fees, but nothing like the charges for the east campus.

From the remarks he posted on his own Facebook page, it
appears that Mr. Zuckerberg wants the very best for his employ-
ees and the Menlo Park campus. He said he is “...excited to work

with Frank Gehry to design our new campus.

Spain, or the Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los
Angeles. Mr. Gehry has fashioned a friendly
workspace on the main floor, a parking garage

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

The idea is to make the perfect engineering
space: one giant room that fits thousands of
people, all close enough to collaborate togeth-

below and a garden on the roof. Employees will
see finishes inside similar to the look of the
company’s east campus, which has been completely converted
to “Facebook” style from its days as a warren of cubicles for the
now-departed Sun Microsystems.

And as last week’s Almanac’s cover photo showed, Mr. Zuck-
erberg was involved in the creation of the building’s design with
Mr. Gehry. John Tenanes, director of global real estate for the
company, said, “The building is reflective of our culture, and
we hope it will offer an amazing environment for the engineers
who will work there. We look forward to working with Frank
and his team and anticipate a smooth and timely completion of
the project.”

If it receives city approval in time, the company intends to
break ground this spring on the 10-acre project that will house
2,800 engineers at a site formerly occupied by Tyco Electronics
and later owned by General Motors, which sold the property
after the economic downturn. No price for the new building was
disclosed, but apparently the company is not worried about the
cost, which a spokesperson said should be on par with a typical
Silicon Valley campus.

From the city of Menlo Park’s perspective, this time around

er. It will be the largest open floor plan in the
world, but it will also have plenty of private,
quiet spaces as well. The roof of the building will be a park that
blends into the community with a long walking trail, a field and
lots of places to sit. From the outside it will appear as if youre
looking at a hill in nature.”

Unlike the converted Sun Microsystems space on the east
campus, the west campus building will demonstrate how the
company sees itself, and how much it values its employees. To
succeed in the highly competitive social media industry, Face-
book will need to attract the best and brightest minds to its
work spaces. An exotic building designed by someone of Frank
Gehry’s stature is one way Facebook can gain an edge over other
mega competitors like Google, LinkedIn, Twitter and Apple.

The company already offers a lineup of perks, such as free
shuttle rides to work from San Francisco, free dry cleaning and
free gift cards to shop in downtown Menlo Park. Mr. Zucker-
berg wants the best engineers to work at Facebook, and the new
west campus should help him meet his goal. There is a lot of
work to be done if Facebook expects to continue adding to the
nearly one billion people around the world who continue to use
the social network.

LETTERS

Our readers write

Writer sees flaws
in new library argument

Editor:

Sandy Crittenden’s letter
about Atherton’s library-in-the-
park debate is misleading, either
from exaggeration, ignorance,
or his bias.

The Environmental Impact
Report did not conclude that
Holbrook-Palmer Park is
the preferred site. In fact the
response in the EIR to my idea
was only to say it was not in
their assigned task, which was
to evaluate the environmental
impact of placing the library in
the park.

They pointed out some unan-
ticipated problems, too. The

council voted 3-2 to put the
library in the park, but the four
living past council members
were all against it. The steering

committee was selected by the :
survives today.

Continued on next page

Our Regional Heritage

Silas and Olive Holbrook Palmer lived at Elmwood in Atherton until the home burned down in 1958, just
a few months after Olive died. The 22-acre estate was given to the town of Atherton for a park, which

Atherton Heritage Association
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Continued from previous page

council and included one of
the three council members in
favor.

Mr. Crittenden’s answer to
“Why now?” misses two major
negative reasons.

One, the high-speed rail proj-
ect may or may not harm the
present library. Only time will
tell.

Two, reading is becoming even
more digital with an unknown
impact on libraries everywhere
— time will tell.

So, in my view now is a terrible
time to spend all our library
money, harming the park in the
process, when there is no valid
reason to do it now.

Tom Croft
Moulton Drive, Atherton

Increasing water rates
struck a nerve

Editor:

I would like to express my
complete agreement with last
week’s letter from Diane Braun
in regard to Cal Water’s request
for another rate increase.

My own bills have skyrock-
eted. Last Monday I phoned
the CPUC using the phone
number provided. As soon as I
said “T am calling to comment
on Rate Increase No. 12-07-
007” the woman who answered
said “I don’t have time to deal
with this” and she hung up the
phone. I was stunned.

In this economy with many
people struggling to pay their
bills, it is outrageous to justify
another rate increase to fund
personnel benefits. T hope that
many others will study the Rate
Increase No. 12-07-007 expla-
nation that is tucked into their
latest bill and email a protest.
Since I have shared this senti-
ment with the 1,500 neighbors
who participate in the Por-
tola Valley Forum, I have had
a stream of emails from people
with like sentiments. I encour-
age everyone to get involved and
make their opinions known to
the CPUC.

Alice Schenk
Westridge Drive, Woodside

hammm

Anyplacﬁ-n
Any’t“ e.
www.AlmanacNews.com

Cal Water explains rate hike request

By Tony Carrasco

r I Vhe California Water Service Com-
pany (Cal Water) is required by
the California Public Utilities

Commission (CPUC) to file a General

Rate Case (GRC) every three years to

ensure that water rates accurately reflect

the costs of providing water service.

Over the next 18 months, the CPUC

and its Division of Ratepayer Advocates

will thoroughly review our operations,
expenses, and planned water system
improvements before decid-

2006. We do not provide water service
to her street, nor do we find her name
in our customer data base, so we cannot
address her bill specifically. However,
the typical customer with a 5/8-inch x
3/4-inch meter uses 22 units of water
and has experienced an increase of
approximately 64 percent since 2006.
More than two-thirds of this 64 percent
increase represents increased charges for
wholesale water purchased from the San
Francisco Public Utilities Commission
(SFPUC). The SFPUC is in the

ing whether to approve the
increase we requested or some-
thing less.

In arecent letter to the Alma-
nac, a reader expressed some
concerns about Cal Water’s
rate case that I would like to
address.

First, Cal Water only earns

GUEST
OPINION

midst of a $5 billion refurbish-
ment and earthquake retrofit of
its system. Our purchased water
costs will continue to increase
until the project is complete.
All cities and water agencies
on the mid-peninsula purchase
water from the SFPUC and have
similar rate structures.

Second, the reader asks

a reasonable, CPUC-approved
profit on capital invested in
water system infrastructure, and this is
a very small part of the customer’s total
bill. The rest of the water bill is a direct
reflection of the actual costs of provid-
ing water service.

The writer notes that her bill has
increased 146 percent since July of

why bills are increasing despite
the fact that usage is decreasing. The
inescapable fact is that many of the
costs of providing a clean, reliable
water supply are fixed regardless of how
much water customers use. Cal Water is
requesting an increase in per-unit costs
to ensure that fixed costs are covered

despite sales revenue decreases. Again,
this is a challenge faced not just by Cal
Water customers, but by water users
throughout California.

Third, the reader asks why Cal Water
is “increasing payouts” for employee
health care and pensions. Actually,
Cal Water is not increasing payouts
for health care and benefits; rather,
the filing asks for recovery of higher
costs for the same level of health care
and benefits. We believe that we have
a responsibility to ensure that benefits
are fully funded so that we can meet
our commitments to the employees
who dedicate their careers serving our
customers.

I am proud of the hard-working men
and women of Cal Water, who are dedi-
cated to providing high-quality water
and excellent service to customers as
efficiently as possible. We believe this
rate increase is necessary because the
costs of providing water service have
increased, but the CPUC will review our
request for a water increase thoroughly
before issuing a decision in late 2013.

Tony Carrasco is the Bear Gulch
District manager for the
California Water Service Company

ALZHEIMER’S & DEMENTIA

See the

future of Alzheimer’s
inrhome care.

You're invited to a free seminar to walk through

the seven most common and challenging behaviors

you face with Alzheimer’s and other dementias.

We'll show you how our techniques capture life's

journey, keep your loved one safe and engaged, and

how to take care of yourself. Our highly trained

and qualified in-home CAREGivers are here for you,

and here with your loved one.

NOTE: Due to the increase and awareness of

Alzheimer’s and other dementias, space is

extremely limited.

What

Helping Families Cope

Where Home Instead Senior Care
883 N. Shoreline Blvd A100
Mountain View, CA 94043
Tuesday, September 18 & 25, 3:00 - 6:00pm

by Monday, September |10
650.691.9671 or michellerahiseniorcare.com

Home ‘*’nstead
SENIOR CARES

Lo rexr. &L /Jrz:rwr.r?/.

Each Home Instead Senior Care Franchise Office is

Independently Owned and Operated.
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homeinstead.com/168
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PROPERTY SHOWCASE sy HuGgH CORNISH
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SPACIOUS HIDEAWAY
112 Alta Mesa Road, Woodside

4 bedrooms, 3 baths; completely remodeled home
Offered at $1,995,000

. i -
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CUSTOM HOME WITH VIEWS OF WINDY HILL
500 Portola Road, Portola Valley

4-bedroom, 2.5-bath with expansive lawn & pool
Offered at $3,899,000 Co-listed with Joe & Ginny Kavanaugh

COMING SOON

PRIME WEST MENLO PARK
Custom-built two-story home,
approximately 5,600 square feet

UGH
ORNISH

wwWW.HUGHCORNISH.COM

650.566.5353

hcornish@cbnorcal.com
DRE# 00912143
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This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources.
Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verified
this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy.
Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction.

EXQUISITE WOODSIDE ESTATE

1000 Mountain Home Road, Woodside
4 bedrooms, 4 full and 3 half baths with cottage, pool & pool house
Offered at $7,250,000 Co-listed with Natalie Comartin

ENGLISH COUNTRY ESTATE
160 Phillip Road, Woodside

Central Woodside on approx. 2.7 acres, with pool, guest house, studio
Offered at $5,995,000

MID-CENTURY GEM ON A CUL-DE-SAC
95 Mercedes Lane, Atherton

With guest house, pool, spa and sportcourt
Offered at $5,100,000

#1 Agent, Menlo Park - El Camino Office, 2011
Ranked #41 Nationally by The Wall Street Journal, 2012
Over $1.4 Billion in Sales

_ gt

CORNISH CONCIERGE SERVICE

PROVIDING A
NETWORK OF
REPUTABLE
HOME-IMPROVEMENT
PROFESSIONALS

PUT HUGH'S EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU!




