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Why Home Care Assistance Is The 
Leading Provider of 24/7 Live-In Care:

  We offer experienced, bonded and insured caregivers, who  
    are trained in our Balanced Care MethodTM of promoting        
    healthy aging.

  We provide culinary training for our caregivers at Sur La         
    Table to improve their skills and our clients’ meals.

  Our founders wrote the book Handbook for Live-In Care,   
    which is a resource for the industry as well as families.

Call us for a FREE consultation:
650-462-6900
1-866-4-LiveIn (454-8346)
www.HomeCareAssistance.com
148 Hawthorne Ave, Palo Alto, CA

HOLD THE PHONE!
Cell phones are everywhere these days, and there 

seems to be no end to their popularity in sight. Those 
with a penchant for reading text messages may be 
paying a price (beyond their monthly fee) for doing 
so. Recent research shows that browsing the Internet 
at close range forces smartphone users’ eyes to work 
harder than they normally would. Holding the 
phone closer than usual and looking at small font 
sizes forces the eyes to work much harder to focus 
on the print and align the eyes in the same direction. 

This added strain on those already wearing prescrip-
tion glasses and contacts may result in eyestrain and 
headaches. Increasing the font size on the screen may 
help avert problems.

As you text or browse the Internet on your cell 
phone or smart phone, you probably don’t real-
ize that you’re straining your eyes. Please bring 
your eyewear prescription to MENLO OPTICAL at 
1166 University Drive, on the corner of Oak Grove 
Avenue and University Drive. We fill prescriptions 
with lightweight lenses that can help you see near, 
far, and in between. We can help you select frames 
that flatter your facial construction and fit your 
lifestyle and personal style. Call us at 322-3900 if you 
have questions about lenses or frames. 

P.S. Those with prescription lenses who want to 
avoid the eyestrain related to reading smartphone 
texts may want to consider progressive multifocal 
lenses that enable them to see at various distances.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry 
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified 
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California. 
He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166 
University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900. 
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WEEKLY REAL ESTATE REPORT

Reports available via the  
convenient QR code or at  
PeninsulaSpecialist.com

Real Estate Statistics  
Updated Weekly for 
  Atherton
  Woodside
  Portola Valley
  Menlo Park

Offering 30+ years  
of  local knowledge.

Born in Menlo Park. 
Raised in Atherton.

A Woodside resident.
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 Four homes in Menlo Park 
and Atherton, decorated for the 
season, will be featured Nov. 
30 and Dec. 1 at the 5th annual 
fundraiser, “Finishing Touches,” 
sponsored by the Junior League 
of Palo Alto-Mid Peninsula. 
There will also be a boutique for 
holiday shopping.
  “Finishing Touches” will be 
based at the Rosewood Sand Hill, 
2825 Sand Hill Road in Menlo 
Park, where guests will park and 

check-in, then be transported 
to each home by shuttle bus on 
Dec. 1, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
A limited number of self-driven 
tour tickets are available online.
 Guests may also shop in the hol-
iday boutique at the hotel Friday 
and Saturday, Nov. 30 and Dec. 1, 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.
 On Friday there will be a 
luncheon and self-driven tour 
and evening party, “Mistletoe 
and Martinis,” at the Rosewood 

Sand Hill. On Saturday morn-
ing, Dec. 1, Isabella Sikaffy of 
Florabella will host “Home for 
the Holidays.
 Visit juniorleaguehometour.
com to purchase tickets for all 
the events.
 Since its founding in 1965, 
the Junior League of Palo Alto-
Mid Peninsula has contributed 
more than $4 million to the 
community and hundreds of 
thousands of volunteer hours.

Four local homes on Junior League holiday house tour

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

K
epler’s Books and Maga-
zines ... and e-books, 
audiobooks, and MP3s: 

The landmark bookstore wants 
to let people read “their way,” 
and on Dec. 1 plans to launch a 
new initiative to support Kobo 
e-readers.
  The Kobo — an anagram of 
“book” — e-reader can han-
dle non-proprietary formats, 
including those popular at the 
local library such as Adobe 
EPUB.
 “We want people to be able 
to read in whatever format 
they want,” said co-owner 
Christin Evans, who runs the 
Menlo Park store’s operations.
 It will not, however, work 
with Amazon Kindle titles. At 
least not directly; Ms. Evans 
said there is a roundabout 
way to download some Kindle 
titles to a PC and then use soft-
ware to port them over to the 
Kobo.
 “We’re not trying to lock 
people’s libraries up so they 
only buy from us,” Ms. Evans 
said. “That is what Amazon is 
trying to do. We’re trying to be 
much more open source.”
 Amazon’s retail practices of 
late have not left fans in their 
wake. When it launched a 
“showrooming” campaign to 
encourage shoppers to scan 
prices at brick-and-mortar 
stores, then buy online at 
Amazon.com for less, com-

petitors fired back — Target 
and Wal-Mart stopped carry-
ing Kindles this year.
 “We will continue to look at 
all the varieties of options that 
are out there and make selec-

tions based on what we believe 
is the right device for our 
customers,” Ms. Evans said. 
Digital inventory shouldn’t 
be a problem, as “most of the 
publishers that are providing 
books to Amazon are excited 
about offering titles through 
other retailers and e-readers.”

 Kobo currently carries about 
3 million titles in its cata-
log, according to the Ameri-
can Booksellers Associa-
tion. In August the company 
announced a deal with the 
ABA to replace Google as the 
e-books vendor for indepen-
dent bookstores, after the 
Kobo e-reader reportedly had 
trouble getting a foothold in 
the United States market-
place.
 Kepler’s will have booksell-
ers on hand at its digital labs 
station to help people use the 
Kobo, and recommend titles. 
Launching just in time for the 
holiday season, the e-reader 
will be bundled with a case 
and selection of books; the 
store will also receive a share of 
revenue from customers that 
create Kobo accounts through 
the Kepler’s website.
 Recently Amazon has 
expanded self-publishing 
options for the Kindle, allow-
ing authors to list short stories 
and other works for sale. Will 
Kepler’s follow suit with the 
Kobo?
 “No plans at this time for a 
publishing arm, but it has been 
discussed,” Ms. Evans said, 
laughing as she then reviewed 
the store’s already-expanded 
slate of classes for writers. 
“We’ve had two workshops 
since we re-opened, and anoth-
er this Saturday. There’s so 
much interest in self-publishing 
... how that will evolve over 
time, we’ll see.” A

Kepler’s partners with Kobo e-reader

Kepler’s will have booksellers 
on hand at its digital labs station 
to help people use the Kobo 
e-reader.

Menlo Park bookstore 
to launch new digital 
support in December.
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Offering new hope for lung cancer

Every day, patients facing the challenge of fighting lung cancer 

come to the Stanford Cancer Center for help, hope, and healing. 

The multidisciplinary lung cancer team at Stanford has extensive 

experience in treating both early stage and complex cases of lung cancer. 

With new knowledge about the genetic makeup of tumor types, our team of 

specialists provides personalized treatment plans that match individual patient 

needs. Learn how the Stanford Thoracic Cancer Program can help you.

For more info, call 650.498.6000  
or visit cancer.stanford.edu/lungcancer

HOSPITALS

NATIONAL
CANCER

I

LIVE MY 
LIFE.

“There’s no place 
like home.”

Matched
CareGivers

When you, or someone 
you care about, 

needs assistance...
you can count on us 

to be there.
We provide Peninsula 

families with top, 
professional caregivers.

Call now 
(650) 839-2273

www.matchedcaregivers.com

Support Local Business

The
online guide 

to Menlo Park  
businesses

ShopMenloPark.com

Good for Business. 

Good for the 
Community.

Good for You.
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By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

D
eveloper John Arrillaga 
and Stanford University 
have submitted a revised 

plan for an eight-acre project 
in Menlo Park, but the changes 
don’t bring the proposal closer 
to what the city hoped for.
  The project will replace car 
lots along 300 to 500 El Camino 
Real with a mixed-use com-
plex of medical offices, offices, 
retail and housing. Stanford 
confirmed that existing ten-
ants — including Tesla, one of 
the city’s top 25 sales and user 
tax generators  — would move 
out when their leases expire on 
March 31 next year.
 Submitted to the city during 
the first week of November, the 
revised plan cuts the amount 
of medical office space from 
153,000 square feet to 96,000 
square feet, but also eliminates 
28 apartments, leaving 120 
housing units.
 The revisions also removed 
2,000 square feet of retail space, 
leaving 10,000 square feet still 
on the drawing board. The 

changes allow the project to 
bring the amount of office space 
to 133,350 square feet.
  The project would also pro-
vide a 120-foot wide building 
break at Middle Avenue — 
allowing for the possibility of a 
pedestrian-bike tunnel — and a 
15-foot wide sidewalk along El 
Camino Real to comply with the 
city’s new specific plan.
 Parking will primarily be 
underground, with some sur-
face spots, according to Steve 
Elliott, managing director for 
development, land, buildings 
and real estate at Stanford.
 Mr. Elliot said the floor-area 
ratios for the entire project are 
smaller than the maximum 
allowed by the specific plan.
 Those changes weren’t quite 
what Menlo Park was looking 
for as the city struggles to iden-
tify ways to increase housing 
density as required by state law.
 “The project as it stands will 
provide less housing than I 
had hoped,” Councilman Rich 
Cline said. “The idea that we 
have a growing demographic 
of seniors and folks in need of 
affordable housing seems to 

have not stuck in the Stanford 
team discussions.”
 “Instead we have a tremen-
dous amount of office space 
and medical, both some of the 
highest traffic-inducing uses 
you can find. The building looks 
pretty, but because of the size 
of this property, even a smaller 
portion of medical under the 

allowable (floor-area ratio) will 
have significant impact on El 
Camino Real. I think it is obvi-
ous that earlier discussions with 
Stanford around the aforemen-
tioned desirable uses and the 
open invite to have Stanford 
involved in the specific plan 
from the beginning, had little 
impact. That is unfortunate.”
 Mr. Elliott served as a univer-
sity representative during the 
specific plan process. “Stan-
ford consistently stated that 

we believed it was important 
for Menlo Park to undertake 
the planning process in order 
to determine what would be 
acceptable to the city to see 
developed on our parcels.”
 He said that while Stanford 
“never advocated for a specific 
mix of land uses, we did state 
that we thought a mix of uses 
would be appropriate for this 
site, including potentially office, 
medical office, retail, hotel and 
housing.”
 The Arrillaga proposal appears 
consistent with the baseline 
requirements of the specific plan, 
according to city staff, which 
don’t trigger public benefit dis-
cussions. That means there won’t 
be much for Menlo Park to nego-
tiate apart from the number of 
below-market-rate homes on the 
site, and no need to get approvals 
for anything beyond the Plan-
ning Commission’s signing off 
on architectural details.
 Councilwoman Kelly Fergusson 
and other residents had argued 
for setting the trigger level for 
public benefit negotiations lower 
before the City Council approved 
the specific plan in June. Speak-

ing only in general terms — she 
cannot comment on the Stanford 
project as her husband works for 
the university — Ms. Fergusson 
said this is the sort of situation 
she had in mind.
 So did Planning Commis-
sioner Vince Bressler, who hopes 
that Stanford at least pays to 
build the pedestrian-bike tunnel 
under Middle Avenue. City staff 
and consultants “set the base 
limits pretty high for that area, 
and you know the rest. Patti Fry 
spoke many times about what 
we were giving away. Very few 
people understand this, fewer 
still give a damn,” he said.
 “I guess I expected about what 
we ended up with, but I was 
certainly hoping that Stanford 
would build the tunnel; who 
knows, maybe we will end up 
with the ‘Arrillaga Tunnel’ for a 
mere $5 million in city money.”
 Senior Planner Thomas Rog-
ers said that because it’s a larger 
project, the Arrillaga-Stanford 
development would likely first 
be reviewed during a study ses-
sion by the Planning Commis-
sion, although it’s too early to be 
specific as to dates. A

Arrillaga revises plans for Stanford lots

Local News N OV E M B E R  2 1 , 2 0 1 2

Rendering courtesy of Stanford University

A rendering of the eight-acre, mixed-use development on El Camino Real proposed by John Arrillaga and Stanford University.

The new plan reduces 
medical office space, 
but doesn’t add more 

housing for Menlo Park.
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FRESH PRODUCE 

YAX CHOICE 

YAMS & SWEET POTATOES

CALIFORNIA 

CELERY 49¢

$398

lb

CORNISH HENS

$598
lb

lb

$219

MRS. CUBBISON’S 
CORN BREAD STUFFING
12 OZ. – ALSO CLASSIC

PEET’S 
GROUND COFFEE

12 OZ. – ALSO WHOLE

PEPPERIDGE FARM 
PUFF PASTRY

17 OZ. – SHEETS

$799

VANITY FAIR 
DINNER NAPKINS
40 COUNT

DIESTEL 
TURKEY

CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGE

99¢
lb

$399

$199 
ea

12 OZ.

FRESH 
CRANBERRIES

2009 Ch. De Cugat, Bordeaux Superieur ..............................Reg. $11.99 Sale $9.99
2009 Ch. Monconseil Gazin, Blaye .......................................Reg. $16.99 Sale $14.99
2009 Ch. Coucy, Montagne Saint Emilion .............................Reg $19.99 Sale $16.99
2008 Ch. Belles-Graves, Lalande-de-Pomerol  ......................Reg. $28.99 Sale $24.99

Sides 
Traditional Stuffing
Mushrooms, onion, celery, water chestnuts, & sage  $11qt./$5.75 pt
Cornbread Stuffing
Dried cranberries, apricots, and green onion  $11qt./$5.75 pt.
Mashed Potatoes
Fresh potatoes whipped with cream and butter  $11qt./$5.75 pt.
Porcini Mushroom Gravy
Rich and creamy made with turkey drippings  $13qt./$6.75 pt.
Onion Sage Gravy
With red wine, caramelized onion and sage  $13qt./$6.75pt.
Beef Au Jus
Made with pan juices, red wine, and beef stock $13 qt/$7 pt

Potato Au Gratin
Baked with cheese, garlic,cream (serves 12-14)  $30 per tray
Green Bean Almandine
Sauteed shallots, butter and almonds  $12qt./$6.25pt.
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Whole cranberries slow cooked with a hint of orange  $9qt./$4.75pt

Dessert 
8” Good Earth Bakery Pumpkin Pie

(serves 8)  $12.99 ea.
Gianna’s Bakery 8” pies

Apple, Sweet Peach (serves 8)  $15.99 ea.
4 Berry (serves 8)  $16.99 ea.
Pecan (serves 8)  $19.59 ea.

Value Bordeaux
Mention Bordeaux and most people think immediately of multi-hundred dollar classifi ed growths. 

The truth is that the affordable range of Bordeaux offers some of the highest quality to 
cost ratio of any region on earth. Here are a few suggestions to get you started.

$289 
lb

$349CHALLENGE SALTED BUTTER
1 LB.

$199

MEAT AND SEAFOOD 

49
ON SALE GROCERY

WINE AND SPIRITS 

ROBERTS MARKET HOLIDAY MENU

Open 6:30 am - 8:00 pm daily
Sale Dates: November 14-24

CLOSED NOV. 22 - THANKSGIVING DAY

Main Entree 
Free Range Diestel Ranch Turkeys
Small 10-12 lb. (serves 8-10 people) $59.99
Large 16-18 lb. (serves 14-16 people) $69.99

Prime Rib
Boneless Prime Rib Roast cooked to medium rare

Whole (serves approx. 16-20 people) $199
Half (serves approx.10-12 people) $105
Spiral Sliced Ham
Baked with a honey mustard glaze (serves 8-10 people) $65

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

D
uring the 2011 elec-
tion cycle, a mystery: A 
campaign sign uprooted 

from Chuck Bernstein’s front 
yard. A cellphone dropped near-
by, reported to the Menlo Park 
police. A phone that, according 
to Mr. Bernstein, showed mes-
sages tagged with “Woodell” 
scrolling by in the upper corner 
of the screen.
  The campaign sign belonged 
to Virginia Chang Kiraly, then 
seeking election to the board 
of directors for the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District.
 Eventually John Woodell 
denied vandalizing the sign, 
saying he would never do such 
a thing and that his phone had 
been lost hours after the sign 
vanished into the bushes.
 And now: A lawsuit filed 
by Mr. Wood-
ell against Mr. 
Bernstein and 
Ms. Chang Kira-
ly and unidenti-
fied parties Does 
1-100 for defa-
mation and con-
spiracy for their 
al leged com-
ments regarding 
the incident.
 The Oct. 11 filing alleges in 
part that “Before making those 
statements to third parties, 
including the police and the 
media, BERNSTEIN and DOES 
1-20 never spoke to Plaintiff 
about the situation though he 
knew the PHONE belonged to 
him or someone related to him 
and they were neighbors.
 “Starting on or around Octo-
ber 17, 2011 and continuing, 
Defendant KIRALY and DOES 
1-20 made comments to indi-
viduals, other than Plaintiff, 
claiming that Plaintiff John 
Woodell stole her campaign 
signs from all around Menlo 
Park.”
 The involved parties didn’t 
have much to say. Mr. Woodell 
had no comment, and the defen-
dants said they weren’t aware of 
the lawsuit until the Almanac 
called on Nov. 13. Six days later, 
only Ms. Chang Kiraly had been 
served with papers; Mr. Bern-
stein was still waiting.
 “I will just reiterate that I 
never said anything publicly to 
disparage John Woodell except 
to state the facts as I knew them. 
I do not know what happened 
and I have always said that I did 
not know what happened,” Mr. 
Bernstein said.
 Mayor Kirsten Keith, an 
attorney, is not representing 

Mr. Woodell, her husband. He 
retained Seth Rosenberg of 
Minami Tamaki LLP in San 
Francisco; the lawsuit seeks 
damages and attorney fees. A 
case management conference is 
scheduled for March 21.
 “We are pursuing this lawsuit, 
like all of our lawsuits, to try and 
vindicate the rights of those who 
have been unfairly wronged,” 
Mr. Rosenberg said. “The evi-
dence will speak for itself in the 
judicial system.” 
 Ms. Chang Kiraly referred 
questions to her attorney, 
Harmeet Dhillon, who said 
she’s counseled a lot of people 
in the plaintiff ’s position to not 
file a lawsuit. “You’re rehashing 
something people may have for-
gotten.”
 Asked whether the lack of 
supporting evidence cited in the 
filing was unusual, Ms. Dhillon 

said that it was 
“a glaring defect 
in the complaint. 
As a lawyer who 
handles defama-
tion matters — 
there are certain 
types of lawsuits 
you can file that 
are bare bones 
like this, and def-
amation is not 

one of them.”
 Defamation requires “great 
specificity — who said what to 
whom and where and when.”
 Mr. Woodell’s complaint, on 
the other hand, is “fatally defec-
tive,” Ms. Dhillon said.
 Drawing upon years of expe-
rience with defamation law, 
including service on the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union 
board of directors, Ms. Dhillon 
said that California is a state 
that takes First Amendment 
rights, particularly in regards 
to politics, very seriously. “And 
this is political speech about 
a political campaign by the 
people involved in the cam-
paign.”
 Mr. Woodell’s public politi-
cal participation and standing 
as an elected member of  the 
San Mateo County Democratic 
Central Committee makes him 
a public figure, according to Ms. 
Dhillon, meaning that the bar 
for proving defamation is set 
even higher — the plaintiff must 
prove actual malice.
 “I am very confident that this 
case will not proceed as is, if at 
all,” she said.
 Mr. Woodell’s attorney did 
not immediately respond when 
asked about not including spe-
cific support for the allegations 
in the complaint. A

Fight begins over  
campaign sign suit

‘I am very confident 
that this case will 
not proceed as is,  

if at all.’

HARMEET DHILLON,  
ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT
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For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may  
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.  
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

To Stage or Not Stage a Property

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

Dear Monica:  I am the executor 

of an estate which owns a prop-

erty I will be selling. The prop-

erty is old and not in good repair 

but the lot and location are very 

good. It would cost thousands of 

dollars to fix the property and 

stage it, which I am reluctant to 

do. Do you think I should do all 

of the painting, floor refinishing, 

repairs and other items that the 

property needs, or should I just 

put it on the market in its present 

condition?  Elizabeth P.

Dear Elizabeth: If the property 

needs as much work as you describe, 

but is in a good location, I do not 

think that you need to invest in all 

of the things that would make it look 

its best. If  there are funds to do the 

work, you should consider it, but 

you may achieve nearly the same 

financial result either way. If most of 

the value is in the land it is likely that 

buyers planning to build new will 

want to make offers on the property.  

There may also be some buyers who 

want to fix up the present house.

I advise you to clear the property 

of all personal belongings, and clean 

it both inside and outside. Your agent 

should extensively market the prop-

erty and you will no doubt attract 

strong buyers in the current market.

Professional Clogs

& SO MUCH MORE...

Nadine: Charcoal $155
Stable footprint. Footbed sits atop a supportive heel design.

Buffy: Grey $185
Padded insole and arch provide stability and support.

Harlow: Black $140
Memory foam footbed for all-day support.

OPEN 7 DAYS!  1.800.720.0572

By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

I
n a move described as a “pre-
cautionary step,” the Menlo 
Park City School District 

has sent the tenant of its former 
O’Connor School site — the 
German American International 
School — notice that it may be 
forced to vacate the property 
before its lease expires.
 The district sent the pre-
liminary notice late last month 
to meet a termination-clause 
requirement in its lease with 
the German American school 
that permits it to break the lease 
before its June 2016 end. 
 Superintendent Maurice Ghy-
sels said the notification would 
allow the district to take back 
the campus at 275 Elliot Drive 
in Menlo Park for the 2014-15 
school year. But, he noted, the 
school board is waiting for an 
enrollment study to be com-

pleted before making any deci-
sions about whether to reopen 
the campus as a district school, 
or whether to pursue other 
options now being examined to 
address the district’s skyrocket-
ing enrollment.
 “We are on the margin of 
over-enrollment,” Mr. Ghysels 
said in a recent newsletter. Since 
2000, student enrollment has 
increased by about 40 percent, 
he told the Almanac.
 Enrollment this year is 2,791, 
up 81 from the prior school year, 
he said.
 Current enrollment at the 
district’s four schools — Laurel 
and Encinal in Atherton, and 
Oak Knoll and Hillview Middle 
in Menlo Park — is far higher 
than projections the district 
was basing facilities decisions 
on in earlier years. In 2009, for 

example, when the school board 
was debating whether to renew 
the German American school’s 
lease for another term, enroll-
ment for 2014 was projected to 
reach a mere 2,150.
 German American school offi-
cials could not be reached for 
comment. The school has leased 
the Elliot Drive site since 1991, 
and its 315 students occupy one 
building and several portables, 
according to the school’s website.
 Last March, it bid on a lease 
for the Las Lomitas School 
District’s former Ladera School 
site. It was outbid by Woodland 
School, which has occupied the 
site since 1981.
 In his newsletter, Mr. Ghysels 
said that an ad-hoc district com-
mittee has been “working closely 
with the city to rigorously analyze 
all available demographic and 
enrollment information” to try to 
ascertain future enrollment 
growth as much as possible. A

 The Menlo Park Police Depart-
ment would like you to know they 
served two search warrants on 
Nov. 15, but that’s about all they 
want you to know at this point.
 A terse press release sent out 
Thursday, Nov. 15, informed 
the public that around 7:45 
a.m. a team of investigators that 
included Menlo Park officers, 
district attorney inspectors, and 
state employment department 
representatives descended upon 
a business in the 1800 block of 
El Camino Real in Menlo Park, 
as well as a residence in the 1500 
block of Laurel Place, to carry 
out search warrants.
 Employees of Cindy’s Flow-
ers and Gifts confirmed the 

business was searched, but said 
they have no idea what’s going 
on. Questions were referred to 
an attorney, although neither 
the lawyer’s name nor contact 
information was immediately 
available.
 San Mateo County Superior 
Court records show the owner 
of the shop, Cindy Smith, was 
ordered to pay $25,000 to West-
ern State Land Corp. in August 
for “unpaid rent, damages and 
attorney fees” related to the 
shop’s former location at 855 
Santa Cruz Ave. Court docu-
ments state she leased the prem-
ises in 2007, but was evicted on 
July 3, 2012, after she stopped 
paying rent two months earlier.

 Other records show Ms. Smith 
and a co-defendant were ordered 
to pay $2,558 for past due invoic-
es and court costs in 2011.
 A year-long investigation of 
worker’s compensation fraud 
and violations of state business 
regulations commenced after 
complaints were made to the 
police department, according to 
the press release.
 No other details about the 
ongoing investigation were 
available. The Menlo Park Police 
Department asks anyone with 
information about this case 
to call Officer Felicia Byars at 
330-6300 or the anonymous tip 
hotline at 330-6395.

—Sandy Brundage

By Dave Boyce
Almanac staff writer

F
irefighters from the Men-
lo Park Fire Protection 
District and the hazard-

ous materials handling team 
from San Mateo County spent 
more than two hours Wednes-
day night, Nov. 14, dealing with 
a spill of about 2.5 gallons of a 
corrosive cleaning agent at Sand 
Hill Foods Corp., a research 
and development firm at 1140 
O’Brien Drive (Suite B), accord-
ing to Fire Chief Harold Schapel-
houman.
 Twelve people evacuated the 
building, including people from 
the adjoining suite. There were 

no injuries, he said. The site is a 
commercial building in a light 
industrial district off Willow 
Road east of U.S. 101.
 While employees were cleaning 
a pasteurization test machine, a 
hose disconnected and spilled 
the fluid, the chief said. Some-
one may not have tightened it as 
much as needed, he added.
 The HazMat team entered the 
building with level B protection, 
meaning a protective suit and an 
air-breathing backpack and face 
mask, but no helmet or “moon 
suit,” the chief said.
 The corrosive nature of the 
cleaning f luid ref lected the 
intent of getting the testing 

machine “absolutely clean,” the 
chief said.
 After an inspection, HazMat 
allowed the employees back in 
to clean up the spill. 
 Sand Hill Foods shares office 
space with Lyrical Foods. In an 
email to the Almanac, Jean Pre-
vot, the director of operations 
for both companies, described 
the incident as “a small clean-
ing accident” while sanitizing 
equipment.
 “We take health and safety in 
our company and local commu-
nity very seriously,” she said. 
The fire marshal and county 
environmental inspector have 
given the company the go-ahead 
to resume operations, she said. 
“We are back to full operations 
and taking this opportunity to 
review and increase our safety 
precautions.” A

District may take back O’Connor 
site to address soaring enrollment

Warrants served in business fraud case

Twelve evacuate site after 
hazmat spill in Menlo Park

 SCHOOLS
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By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

E
arly Saturday evening, 
gunshots left a dead man 
in their wake on Ivy Drive 

in Menlo Park. His wife sur-
vived.
  The man was identified as 
Carey Cudlip, 42, of Newark, 
according to the San Mateo 
County Coroner’s Office.
 Around 6:30 p.m. on Nov. 17, 
police responded 
to reports of gun-
shots in the 300 
block of Ivy Drive 
and found the 
man lying in the 
street. Emergency 
responders pro-
nounced him dead 
at the scene.
 Witnesses saw two men in 
dark, hooded sweatshirts run-
ning away, police said. One 
reportedly fled north on Ivy 
Drive, while the other headed 
west on Modoc Avenue.
 Investigators think the victim 
was shot while sitting with his 
wife “in or near” a car.
 Cmdr. Dave Bertini said it 

was too early to comment on 
motive. “We’re still doing a lot 
of footwork ... trying to figure 
out why these people were here, 
what’s their connection to the 
area, forensics.”
 He called reports that police 
have concluded the shooting 
happened during a robbery 
“inaccurate,” although the pre-
liminary investigation suggests 
the couple was targeted for that 
reason.

 “We’re still fol-
lowing a ton of 
leads,” Cmdr. Ber-
tini said on Nov. 
19.
 The shooting 
was the latest in a 
spate of apparently 
unrelated incidents 

in the city’s Belle Haven neigh-
borhood during the past six 
months. A drive-by shooting 
injured four near Ivy Drive and 
Windermere Avenue on Nov. 2. 
In June an incident on Madera 
Avenue left 19-year-old Jesus 
Molina dead.
 Police ask anyone with informa-
tion to call the Menlo Park Police 
Department at 330-6300. A

 One door opens as another 
closes. Ritz Camera and Image 
filed for bankruptcy in June, 
paving the way for Mike’s Cam-
era to replace the chain in loca-
tions throughout the Bay Area 
and Colorado.
 The store at 715 Santa Cruz 
Ave. underwent remodeling  to 
reopen as Mike’s Camera shortly 
before Thanksgiving. The new 
Menlo Park store retained five 
employees of the Ritz store and 
will hire an additional five staff 
members, according to a Mike’s 
Camera representative.

Construction crew
unearths skulls
 A construction crew ripping 
up concrete on the Pacific Biosci-
ences campus found two human 
skulls and other bones, accord-
ing to Menlo Park police.
 The crew was working on Nov. 
13 when they found the bones 
and called police. The campus, 
located at 1005 Hamilton Ave. in 
Menlo Park, contains a known 
burial ground at the back of the 
property, police spokeswoman 
Nicole Acker said.
 After the county coroner 
and police took a look at the 

remains, the Native American 
Historical Society was contacted 
to take possession of the bones.

Assemblyman Gordon
hosts open house
 If your social calendar isn’t 
quite full, you might drop by 
Assemblyman Rich Gordon’s 
open house in Los Altos. The 
newly elected representative of 
the new 24th Assembly District 
is hosting an open house on 
Wednesday, Dec. 5.
 Topics for discussion include the 
state budget, state legislation and 
other items of interest. Created by 
redistricting, the 24th Assembly 
District now represents Menlo 
Park, Atherton, Portola Valley, 
Woodside, North Fair Oaks, East 
Palo Alto, Palo Alto, Mountain 
View, Sunnyvale and the coast-
side San Mateo County from El 
Granada to the county line.
 The open house runs from 4 to 
6 p.m. at Mr. Gordon’s district 
office at 5050 El Camino Real, 
Suite 117, in Los Altos.
 Email margot.grant@asm.
ca.gov or call 691-2121 to RSVP.

Man killed in front
of wife in Menlo Park

Mike’s Camera opens
on Santa Cruz Avenue

By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

F
aced with an ever-increas-
ing enrollment and edu-
cational space needs that 

have significantly changed in 
recent years, the Las Lomitas 
School District has begun the 
process to craft a facilities master 
plan.
 The district has scheduled a 
town hall meeting for 6 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 27, to gather input 
from the community about how 
it should proceed in planning 
its campuses for the future. The 

meeting will be in Cano Hall at 
Las Lomitas School, 299 Alame-
da de las Pulgas in Atherton.
 Carolyn Chow, the district’s 
chief business officer, said the 
district has gathered input over 
the past few months from par-
ents and others in the school 
community, but now wants to 
tap into the ideas of the commu-
nity at large before beginning the 
task of creating the master plan.
 The district has accommo-
dated the growing number of 

students on its two campuses — 
La Entrada in Menlo Park and 
Las Lomitas in Atherton — by 
bringing in portable buildings. 
But a growing enrollment also 
requires expanded common 
spaces, such as more library and 
restroom space, she said.
 In addition to creating more 
space for a greater number of 
students, the district must figure 
out how to build more flexible 
learning spaces to accommodate 
the needs of 21st century learn-
ing, Ms. Chow said.
 For more information, call the 
district office at 854-2880. A

Community asked to help plan campuses

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Gentle giant at rest
Maybe before its time, or maybe not, arborists on Nov. 13, at the direction of the Town Council, cut 
down the Resurrection Tree. The old oak at Portola Valley’s Ford Field had survived previous scrapes with 
imminent demise as it overlooked the home team dugout. The foliage showed vigor to the end but the 
massive trunk had long been hollow, decayed and dangerous, arborists said. Plans for the remains include 
laying out a portion of the trunk in the pasture to allow nature to take its course.

Carey Cudlip, 42, 
shot while visiting 

Belle Haven 
neighborhood.

 BRIEFS
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By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

C
ounty officials are chal-
lenging an environmental 
report on a site where 

Portola Valley planned to locate 
housing that would be affordable 
to people of moderate incomes. 
The challenge may postpone the 
town’s affordable housing plan.
 In a letter dated Nov. 6, officials 
of San Mateo County’s Ground-
water Protection Program fault 
Berkeley consulting firm Stellar 
Environmental Solutions on its 
analysis of soil contamination 
at 900 Portola Road, a 1.68-acre 
former plant nursery site that the 

town is planning to buy. Stellar, 
officials wrote, failed on sev-
eral points, including adequately 
evaluating the lateral extent of 
pesticide contamination and 
failing to prove that contaminat-
ed soil had not migrated toward 
Sausal Creek.
 The letter also lays out a list of 
further data-gathering tasks for 
Stellar and sets a deadline for a 
work plan of May 13, 2013. The 
site cannot be sold without the 
county officially acknowledg-
ing, by letter, a successful reme-
diation of the contamination.

 “At this time, Town staff does 
not have enough information to 
determine the severity of this 
issue but the County’s letter will 
certainly have an impact on the 
timing of the town’s purchase 
of 900 Portola Road,” Mayor 
Maryann Moise Derwin wrote 
in a Nov. 15 letter to the town. 
“As more information becomes 
available, the Town will provide 
timely updates to keep you 
informed.”
 The Town Council at its Nov. 
14 meeting agreed to hold a 
wide-ranging public hearing 
on this project on Wednesday, 
Dec. 12, probably one of many 
to come, remarked Councilman 
Ted Driscoll.
 The transaction is at the cen-
ter of an intense controversy in 
this upscale town over planning 
for construction of housing for 
people with moderate incomes, 
as required by state mandates.
 Particularly irked are neigh-
bors of the nursery site who 
complain that the density of the 
proposed housing would create 
an “urban setting” that would 
lower their property values. 
The neighbors say they do not 
oppose affordable housing, but 
claim that the process has not 
been “democratic and open.”
 The council signed a purchase 
agreement for the site in August, 
but the transaction is contingent 
on two factors: remediation of 
the contamination and the sale 
of two parcels in the Blue Oaks 
neighborhood — all before the 
escrow closing date of Dec. 21.
 On Saturday, Nov. 17, the town 
announced that it had found a 
buyer for the Blue Oaks parcels 
at a price of $2.88 million.
 But the town could now face 
a steeper climb. The agreement 
for 900 Portola Road specifies a 
purchase price of $2.6 million for 
the site, with an additional pay-
ment of not more than $400,000 
to address soil contamination.
 Officials have said that the 
town would augment the Blue 
Oaks proceeds, if necessary, with 
donations and/or reserves from 
the town’s Inclusionary Housing 
Fund, which has an estimated 
balance of $158,000, according to 
the 2012-13 budget. (Subdivision 
developers replenish this fund 
with fee revenues that must be 
used for affordable housing.) A
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Com-
mission of the Town of Portola Valley will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on a proposed Deviation to Resolution 
2506-2010 and a variance (X7E-1334) for a proposed  
Addition/Remodel, Rollefson property located at 169 
Wayside Road (APN 076-213-020) on Wednesday, 
December 5, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. The variance would 
allow for construction/reconstruction within the front 50’ 
setback and for the structure to exceed the 28’ height 
limit.

Public Hearings provide the general public and inter-
ested parties an opportunity to provide testimony on 
these items.  If you challenge a proposed action(s) in 
court, you may be limited to raising only those issues 
you or someone else raised at a Public Hearing(s) de-
scribed above, or in written correspondence delivered 
to the Planning Commission at, or prior to, the Public 
Hearing(s).

You may view the deviation documents at the Build-
ing and Planning Department, Monday – Friday, 8:30 
a.m. – 1:00 p.m. and from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. All inter-
ested persons are invited to appear before the Plan-
ning Commission to be heard at the time and place 
mentioned above.
   

Dated:    November 15, 2012

  Carol Borck Planning Technician

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON

PROPOSED DEVIATION & VARIANCE 

(888) 99-Harborside
www.harborsidehealthcenter.com/ep

NEW!

e

Order Online for 
FREE DELIVERY or In-store Pick-up

wellness
at your door

  (see map online)

Hitch in affordable housing plan
■ County challenges report on affordable housing site.

By Dave Boyce
Almanac staff writer

T
he town of Portola Val-
ley announced Satur-
day, Nov. 17, an agree-

ment on the sale, for $2.88 
million, of two properties the 
town owns on Buck Meadow 
Drive in the Blue Oaks neigh-
borhood.
 Revenues from the sale are 
critical to moving forward on 
the town’s affordable housing 
project. The Town Council 
has been planning to buy 
a 1.68-acre property at 900 
Portola Road, a former plant 
nursery, for several small 
homes for people of moder-
ate incomes who either live 
or work in town.
 The town was seeking $3 
million from the sale. The 
proceeds cannot be used 
for any purpose other than 
affordable housing, town 
officials say.
 The announcement did not 
disclose the identity of the 
buyer in the Blue Oaks agree-
ment.
 The Portola Road proj-
ect is controversial. Nearby 
residents formed the group 
Keep PV Rural to vigorously 
oppose it on the grounds that 
the density of several small 
homes on 1.68 acres, unusual 
for Portola Valley, will lower 

the property values of nearby 
single-family homes.
 In an email to the group, a 
copy of which was forwarded 
to the Almanac, Town Man-
ager Nick Pegueros invited 
Keep PV Rural to a meeting at 
8 a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 29, 
to discuss the sale and related 
issues. In addition to town 
staff, the Town Attorney, the 
Town Planner and Council-
man John Richards — the 
likely mayor for 2013 — will 
be present.
 Among the issues: a Nov. 6 
letter from San Mateo Coun-
ty environmental officials 
requiring further cleanup 
of pesticide contamination 
at 900 Portola Road. The 
purchase is contingent on 
the county signing off on the 
cleanup.
 At its Wednesday, Dec. 12, 
meeting, the council will con-
sider steps to finalize the sale 
of the Blue Oaks properties. 
The agenda for that meeting 
will include a public hearing 
for a wide-ranging discussion 
on the Blue Oaks transaction 
and the planned purchase of 
900 Portola Road for afford-
able housing.
 The Blue Oaks parcels were 
set aside for eight units of 
affordable housing in 1991, but 
their sloping topography miti-
gated against such a project.  A

Portola Valley finds buyer
for Blue Oaks properties

 PORTOLA VALLEY

Support 
The Almanac’s print 
and online coverage 
of our community.

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/Almanac



By Dave Boyce
Almanac staff writer

T
he end is near for 25 mph 
speed limits on many 
of the narrow winding 

streets of the Woodside Glens 
neighborhood in Woodside.
 The streets that will have the 
new 20 mph limits are Alta Mesa 
Road, Glenwood Avenue, High-
land Terrace, Hillside Drive, 
Otis Avenue, Ridge Court and 
Toyon Court. The streets have 

no sidewalks, vehicle speeds that 
are too fast for conditions, and 
blind curves, according to a staff 
report.
 The state vehicle code autho-
rizes town councils to lower a 
25 mph limit if the street is no 
wider than 25 feet, the report 
said. By a unanimous 5-0 vote, 
the Woodside Town Council 
introduced the ordinance at its 

Nov. 13 meeting, with Mayor 
Dave Tanner and Councilwom-
an Deborah Gordon absent. The 
council must vote once more to 
approve the ordinance — pre-
sumably at its Nov. 27 meeting 
— and it will take effect 30 days 
after that.
 This change has been a long 
time in coming. Glens residents 
have been discussing a lower 
limit since at least 1992, Coun-
cilman and Glens resident Ron 
Romines said.

 Lower speed limits are the 
first step toward improving 
pedestrian safety and driver 
awareness, Town Engineer Paul 
Nagengast told the council. His 
report also refers to a 2011 traf-
fic study of the Glens neighbor-
hood that recom-
mends adding signs 
— “Yield,” “Stop,” 
“Share the Road” 
and the yellow-and-
black pedestrian 
icon — at appro-
priate places, as 
well as a solar-powered, speed-
detection device on Glenwood 
Avenue near the intersection 
with Canada Road.
 A few Glens residents said 
they wanted speed bumps. “At 
times, it’s like a race track. As 
far as lowering the speed limits, 
you might as well put up a sign 
with nothing on it,” said Rich 
Germano.

 Why not use speed bumps 
and speed limit signs, resident 
Peter Leigh asked. “Unless we do 
both, we’re not going to achieve 
anything,” he added. “It’s a little 
more entertainment sometimes 
than we really want on rural 

streets. I like to 
exercise at my own 
time and in my 
own way and not at 
the whim of some 
Federal Express 
driver.”
 Residents don’t 

want speed bumps, Mr. Rom-
ines said, citing well-attended 
community meetings from the 
past.
 “Why would anyone at 20 mph 
complain about a speed bump,” 
Mr. Leigh countered. “You have 
them right here in your own 
parking lot, presumably not as 

Lower speed limits coming soon to Woodside Glens
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See the 
future of Alzheimer’s 

in-home care.

AL ZHEIMER’S & DEMENTIA

You’re invited to a free seminar to walk through 

the seven most common and challenging behaviors 

you face with Alzheimer’s and other dementias.

We’ll show you how our techniques capture life’s 

journey, keep your loved one safe and engaged, 

and how to take care of yourself. Our highly 

trained and qualified in-home CAREGivers are 

here for you, and here with your loved one.

NOTE: Due to the increase and awareness 
of Alzheimer’s and other dementias, space is 
extremely limited.

Each Home Instead Senior Care Franchise Office is Independently 
Owned and Operated.   homeinstead.com /168

HI646-01QF 111412

What Helping Families Cope

Where Home Instead Senior Care 
 883 N. Shoreline Blvd A100
 Mountain View, CA 94043

When  Tuesday, December 4, 3:00 - 5:00pm

Town of Portola Valley 

Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated 

Negative Declaration
(Prepared Pursuant to Section 15162(b) of the California Public Resources Code)

A notice, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended (Public Resources Code 
21,000 et sec.) that the following project, with mitigation incorporated, will not have a significant effect on 
the environment.  

Project Title:   Parcel Merger and Expansion of Athletic Fields with a New Track and Artificial Turf Infill

Contact Person: Carol Borck, Planning Technician

Phone Number: 650-851-1700, Ext. 211

Project Location:  302 Portola Road, Portola Valley California, 94028  

Project Description:
The proposed project is an application for amendment of Conditional Use Permit (CUP #X7D-30), parcel 
merger, and expansion of athletic fields with new track and synthetic turf infield. The expansion of athletic 
fields would include removal of a portion of the existing natural turf area, and replacing that same area with 
a synthetic track surface with a synthetic turf infield as specified by the applicant. Secondary improve-
ments include an asphalt driveway, removal of existing volleyball facilities, construction of a new storage 
shed, construction of necessary subsurface drainage improvements, restoration of native landscaping 
and trail improvements, earthwork, and sewer pipeline relocation. Earthwork will include removal and re-
contouring of an existing berm, with the cut material used onsite as raised fill under the track and field area.  
Cut and fill material is proposed to balance on site.

The project is described on the following plans and materials:

Project Plans (enclosed):
Sheet A-1.2,  Area Expansion/Lot Merger & Athletic Fields Improvements, 10/2/2012, prepared by CJW 

Architecture
Sheet A-1.3, Enlarged Plan of Merger Area, 11/5/2012, prepared by CJW Architecture
Sheet A-1.3A, Merger Detail, 9/4/2012, prepared by CJW Architecture
Sheet A-1.4, Merger Detail, 10/8/12, prepared by CJW Architecture
Sheet A-1.5, Grading Plan at Trail, 11/7/12, prepared by CJW Architecture
Sheet 1, Sewer Relocation - Context Plan, 8/12, prepared by BKF
Sheet 2, Sewer Relocation, 8/12, prepared by BKF
Sheet F-1, Drainage Map, Existing Conditions, 5/12, prepared by BKF
Sheet F-2, Drainage Map, Proposed Condition, 5/12, prepared by BKF
Sheet 3, Site Plan, 11/12, prepared by BKF

Purpose of Notice:
The purpose of this notice is to inform you that a mitigated negative declaration has been recommended for 
this project. Approval of a Mitigated Negative Declaration does not constitute approval of the project under 
consideration. The decision to approve or deny the project is a separate action. The subsequent negative 
declaration was prepared pursuant to Section 15162.(b) of the public resources code of California.

Address where documents may be reviewed:

Planning Department
Portola Valley Town Hall
765 Portola Road
Portola Valley, CA

Public Review Period:    Begins:  November 21, 2012      Ends:  January 4, 2013

Please submit any written comments on the Draft Negative Declaration to the Town of Portola Valley by 5:00 
p.m., Friday, January 4, 2013.

Scheduled Public Hearings (date, time, place), if known:
Public hearings on the proposed project are scheduled to be held before the Portola Valley Planning 
Commission at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 5, 2012 and Wednesday, January 16, 2013. The 
planning commission will not take any formal action on the application at the December 5, 2012 meeting, 
but will hear comments, discuss the application, and continue the public hearing to January 16, 2013. At 
the January 16, 2013 public hearing, additional input will be taken, and the planning commission may either 
take formal action on the application or further continue the public hearing to a specific future meeting.  
Both public hearings will take place at the Portola Valley Town Hall Council Chambers located in the Historic 
School House, 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, California

 WOODSIDE

‘At times, it’s like 
a race track.’

WOODSIDE GLENS 
RESIDENT RICH GERMANO

See SPEED LIMITS, page 13



By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

M
ore housing may be on 
the way for Hamilton 
Avenue, if Greenheart 

Land Company carries through 
with its plan to build high-
density housing.
 The council voted 4-0 to 
approve the $8 million sale of 
777-821 Hamilton Ave. at its 
Nov. 13 meeting. Councilman 
Andy Cohen was absent.
 The sale comes as a result of 
the state’s dissolution of the 
redevelopment agency, which is 
now required to dispose of any 
assets. According to the staff 
report, proceeds from the sale 
go to San Mateo County for 
redistribution to Menlo Park 
and other entities.
 Greenheart told the council it 
wants to put approximately 30 
units per acre on the 2.1-acre 
parcel. Six owners of proper-
ties bordering the lots are also 
ready to sell to the developer, 
allowing the project to expand 
to 7.1 acres, with the excep-
tion of a seventh, Jim Calhoun, 
who owns Calhoun’s Country 
Corner, a woodworking shop at 
771 Hamilton Ave. He is report-
edly hoping for a better offer. 
According to Greenheart, the 
desired price “may not make 
economic sense” for a for-profit 
company.

Police get traffic
safety grant
 The Menlo Park Police Depart-
ment now has $30,000 to apply 
toward making the city’s roads 
safer, thanks to a state grant.
 The grant, obtained from 
the California Office of Traf-
fic Safety, will be used “for a 
year-long program aimed at pre-
venting deaths and injuries on 
our roadways through special 
enforcement and public aware-
ness efforts,” the department 
announced Nov. 14.
 Those efforts include 
impaired-driving recognition 
and enforcement training, DUI 
saturation patrols, distracted-
driving enforcement, and other 
initiatives, according to the 
department.
 While traffic deaths declined 
by nearly 39 percent between 
2006 and 2010 in California, 

according to the announce-
ment, state and federal officials 
anticipate a slight rise in 2011. 
DUI deaths account for nearly 
30 percent of traffic fatalities, 
but distracted driving and 
impaired driving incidents are 
increasing.
 “Despite the recent increases, 
California’s roadways are still 
very much safer than they were 
before 2006,” said OTS Director 
Christopher Murphy. “The Men-
lo Park Police Department will 
be keeping the pressure on 
through enforcement and public 
awareness so that we can con-
tinue saving lives and reach the 
vision we all share — toward zero 
deaths, every one counts.” A

More housing may be
coming to Hamilton Ave.
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We Buy Gold, Jewelry, Diamonds & Silver

Now Paying Top Dollar for:

–  ROLEX, PATEK PHILIPPE, CARTIER AND ANY 

FINE WATCHES 

– GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM & DIAMONDS

–  JEWELRY NEW OR OLD, WORN EVEN DAMAGED

– SILVER AND GOLD COINS

– STERLING SILVER AND FLATWARE

– NOT SURE? BRING IT IN!

–  WE ALSO ACCEPT TRADE-INS AND CONSIGNMENT

Scan QR Code to learn more

Estate
Buyers

SAFE-EASY-LOCAL

(3 Lights South Of Woodside Rd.) 
REDWOOD CITY

WWW.JACKSONSQUARE.COM
Tues. – Sat. 10am to 5pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

2012

BEST NEW FOOD & DRINK 

ESTABLISHMENT

A classic American grill with a warm and inviting neighborhood feel, 

serving approachable and healthy comfort food.

www.menlogrill.com100 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA

Located at the Stanford Park Hotel

650-330-2790

Parking is plentiful, easy and free

  Monday through Thursday 4-6pm and 9-11pm

 $3 Stella Artois Draft

  25% off all signature hand crafted cocktails

  Happy Hour food specials

Come in for happy hour

 MENLO BRIEFS

Support Local Business



By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

A 
court hearing to discuss 
what former school offi-
cial Tim Hanretty should 

be required to pay in restitution 
to the Woodside Elementary 
School District for misappro-
priating the district’s funds has 
been postponed until Dec. 11.
 The hearing, a status confer-
ence before Judge Mark Forcum, 
had been set for 9 a.m. Thurs-
day, Nov. 15, in San Mateo 

County Superior Court, but by 
the time Mr. Hanretty’s case 
actually came up before the 
judge, the hour was late, accord-
ing to Deputy District Attorney 
Kimberly Perrotti.
 Because Judge Forcum’s sched-
ule was tight for the rest of the 
morning, all parties agreed to 
the postponement rather than 
rush what is likely to be a com-
plicated discussion, she said.
 Mr. Hanretty is serving a two-
year sentence in state prison 
after pleading no contest to 

embezzlement and other crimes 
involving the Woodside and the 
Portola Valley school districts.
 At his Oct. 22 sentencing, he 
was ordered to pay restitution 
of more than $180,000 to the 
Portola Valley district, where he 
was serving as superintendent 
when he embezzled $100,926.
 By the time of his sentencing, 
he had already repaid the Por-
tola Valley district $120,926, and 
had paid the Woodside district 
$20,000.
 The Portola Valley restitu-

tion matter was fairly clear-
cut, but that’s not the case with 
the Woodside district. In that 
case, Mr. Hanretty, who was 
serving as the district’s busi-
ness official at the time, was 
authorized by the school board 
in 2007 to take out a loan not 
to exceed $632,000, but instead 
forged papers to obtain a $2.6 
million loan.
 Although investigators have 
concluded that all the funds were 
spent on school construction 
projects, the unauthorized loan 
left the Woodside district with 
an unexpectedly large debt.
 The district is asking for resti-

tution of about $1.56 million in 
loan interest, about $1.97 mil-
lion in loan principal, and more 
than $100,000 for attorney and 
accountant costs.
 Mr. Hanretty, through his 
attorney Michael Markowitz, 
is challenging that restitution 
request.
 Ms. Perrotti, the deputy DA, 
said when the parties meet for 
the Dec. 11 conference, it will be 
to try to come to an agreement 
on how much Mr. Hanretty 
should pay the Woodside dis-
trict. But if that doesn’t happen, 
a full restitution hearing will be 
scheduled. A
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We believe education can be 
engaging and joyous.
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920 peninsula way, menlo park, ca  |  650.325.1584
www.peninsulaschool.org

Peninsula School

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town Council of 
the Town of Portola Valley will conduct a public hear-
ing at 7:30 p.m. on December 12, 2012 on the Novem-
ber 7, 2012 Planning Commission actions amending 
the Blue Oaks PUD and approving the associated Lot 
Line Adjustment (LLA) to implement the proposed PUD 
amendments. The Planning Commission approvals 
would remove references to below market rate hous-
ing, reduce the number of parcels in the residential 
area owned by the town, i.e., 3 and 5 Buck Meadow 
Drive (APNs: 080-240-230, -240, -250, and -260), from 
four (4) to two (2) and make other changes to accom-
modate market rate housing on one or both of the ad-
justed parcels. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to provisions 
of the zoning ordinance, on November 14, 2012 the 
Town Council reviewed the November 7, 2012 Planning 
Commission actions as presented with the November 
14, 2012 report from the Town Planner and determined 
that before the actions become effective, it was ap-
propriate to conduct a Town Council public hearing on 
them as provided for under Section 18.78.120 of the 
zoning ordinance and set forth in this notice.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the conclusion of 
the December 12, 2012 public hearing the Town Coun-
cil will determine whether or not to uphold the approv-
als of the Planning Commission or take other actions 
consistent with findings from review of the Planning 
Commission record and the public hearing. All reports, 
plans and documents associated with the project and 
November 7, 2012 Planning Commission approvals 
are available for review in the Portola Valley Planning 
Department at 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, Cali-
fornia.

All interested persons are invited to appear before the 
Town Council at the time above-mentioned. The public 
hearing will be conducted in the Historic School House 
meeting room at the town center, 765 Portola Road.  
If someone challenges an action on the public hearing 
matters in court, he or she may be limited to raising 
only those issues raised at the public meetings con-
ducted on the proposal or in written correspondence 
delivered to the town at or prior to the public meet-
ings

Dated:  November 15, 2012
Signed: Sharon Hanlon, Town Clerk 

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO
PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) X7D-137

AND LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT X6D-214
BLUE OAKS SUBDIVISION

 LOTS 23 THOURGH 26,
3 AND 5 BUCK MEADOW DRIVE

Open Houses: 
Upper School
Oct. 28, Dec. 2
Middle School
Oct. 7, Nov. 4

www.menloschool.org/admissions

What school is meant to be.

Hanretty restitution hearing postponed
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After a year-and-a-half battle with brain can-
cer, Tom Holland quietly passed away in Za-
rautz, Spain, early Friday morning. 

Born in Palo Alto, California, to Sally Bubb 
Holland and Harry A. Holland, Jr., Tom was 
blessed to live a privileged life. 
He grew up in Portola Valley, at-
tended Portola Valley elementary 
schools, Woodside High School, 
Cañada  Junior College, and the 
University of Texas at Austin some 
20 years later (B.A. in English, 
1995; Secondary English Teach-
ing Credential, 1996). In 2002, he 
earned an M.A. in Educational 
Linguistics from Stanford Univer-
sity. He loved to boast that he was 
the “oldest and thickest” student 
in his university classes. 

Tom spent over 20 years in the 
hospitality industry as a restaurant server and 
manager, the last eight in fine dining with the 
Ritz-Carlton and Four Seasons chains. His most 
cherished review was “Tom demonstrates im-
peccable service and an infectious smile.” 

He then relished nearly 20 years in the class-

room as a teacher at various high schools in Tex-
as, Massachusetts, and Spain, before ending at 
the Centro de Linguas, University of A Coruña 
in Galicia, Spain, where he was happiest. 

He is survived by his brothers and their 
spouses -- Harry, John and Char-
lotte, Bob and Kelly -- as well as by 
aunts, cousins, and extended fami-
lies in Brazil, France, and Spain. 
His smartest decision ever was 
marrying María Eizaguirre Altuna 
in January 1995, accruing over 20 
years together since they met in 
1991 -- both instantly smitten and 
endlessly devoted. As the last of ten 
siblings, María and her wonderful, 
close-knit family provided 20 nieces 
and nephews (and, so far, six of the 
grand generation). The flock en-
sured that life was never dull. Tom 

ever opined, “Only boring people get bored.” He 
never was. 

A memorial service was held November 10th 
in Spain.

Memorial donations may be made to organi-
zations supporting brain cancer research.

Thomas E. Holland
February 18, 1955-November 9, 2012 

www.sandhillschool.org
Thursday morning parent visits 10:30-11:30

Sign up online.
650 Clark Way, Palo Alto, CA

At Sand Hill School you’ll find teachers who really 
care and know how to teach children who are bright but 

struggling in a conventional classroom.

We have opened a few spots in our  
combination third-fourth grade class!  

It’s easy to apply at our website or sign up for a parent 
visit, where parents can observe classrooms and talk 

with Sand Hill School staff.

School should be fun.
If you need help, call us.

Sand Hill School
at Children’s Health Council

Grades K-4, expanding to grade 8

 Poet and author Dominique 
Renda of Menlo Park will be at 
Kepler’s Books in Menlo Park 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 29, 
to read and sign her new book, 
“Midnight Dreams.”
 “Midnight Dreams” is coau-
thored by Ms. Renda and her 
son, Blake Horsley, who grew up 
in Menlo Park and now lives in 
Los Angeles.
 This is Ms. Renda’s third 
book of poetry and the first 
on which she and her son have 
collaborated. Among its “poetic 
portraits,” is that of a mother’s 
feelings for her children and a 

son’s indepen-
dent voice.
 Ms. Renda 
says a read-
ing at Kepler’s 
is appropri-
ate because, 
“Over the 
years, we spent 
a lot of time at 
Kepler’s.” A graduate of UCLA, 
she has written creatively and 
professionally for more than 20 
years.
 Kepler’s is a 1010 El Camino 
Real near the intersection with 
Santa Cruz Avenue.

an aesthetic (amenity). Are we 
serious about trying to lower 
traffic speeds in the Glens or 
aren’t we?”
 “Glens traffic safety is near 
and dear to my heart,” said 
resident Monique Vandermarck, 
who noted that she has night-
mares about her child on Wood-
side Glens streets. She asked the 
council for speed tables, which 
are extended flat-topped speed 
bumps. On a walk in the Glens 
with a child in a stroller, an 

encounter with a moving vehicle 
leaves you with “nowhere to 
go,” she said. “Speed limits are a 
good place to start but it is not a 
good place to stop.”
 Councilman Dave Burow 
attributed 25 percent of the 
problem to youths driving too 
fast and the rest to contractors. 
“I find myself stopping contrac-
tors and telling them they’re 
driving too fast in the commu-
nity,” he said. Mr. Burow won-
dered aloud whether staff in 
Town Hall could prepare a 
handout that reminds contrac-
tors of the speed limits. A

Menlo Park poet and author
at Kepler’s Books event

Dominique 
Renda

SPEED LIMITS 
continued from page 10

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.
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By Jane Knoerle
Almanac Lifestyles Editor

Y
ou’re expecting maybe 10 
for Thanksgiving dinner 
and you’ve been plan-

ning, shopping, and cooking 
for days.
  Multiply your guest 
list a hundredfold. 
That’s how many guests 
St. Anthony’s Padua 
Dining Room in Menlo 
Park is expecting to 
walk through its doors 
on Thursday, Nov. 22. 
And those dining at 
St. Anthony’s will be 
treated as graciously as 
if they were guests in 
your home.
 The food, prepared under 
the direction of Chef Juventino 
Vargas, will be delicious: roast 
turkey, stuffing, mashed pota-
toes, fresh vegetables, cranberry 
sauce, and pumpkin pie. Wor-

ried your turkey won’t turn out 
right? Imagine preparing 100 to 
125 of the big birds, along with 
250 pounds of sweet potatoes, 
150 pounds of mashed potatoes, 
and 100 pounds of zucchini.
 Dining room manager Max 
Torres is hoping to have the 

tables bright with 
orange and yellow cov-
erings. Leo Kusber of 
Woodside is bringing 
pumpkins and corn 
from his yard to be 
used as decoration. 
Green tree branch cut-
tings and orange and 
yellow streamers will 
add to the festive atmo-
sphere.

 Forty volunteers will serve 
the Thanksgiving meal. Help-
ing out on Thanksgiving is so 
popular that volunteers have to 
draw numbers to participate.
 St. Anthony’s Padua Din-
ing Room has been providing 

a free meal in a safe, friendly 
place since the early 1970s. 
Peter Kasenchak of Skyline, 
chairman of the St. Anthony’s 
advisory council, says: “We 
don’t check guests, we just serve 
them. Who are we to judge?”
 On a recent Thursday, Mr. 
Kasenchak bustled around the 
dining room, seeing everything 
was moving smoothly. He has 
been a volunteer for eight years 
and spends three to four days a 
week at St. Anthony’s.
 A fellow resident of Skyline, 
Kathy Craig, has been a vol-
unteer for 11 years. She has 
worked every position, but 
basically stays on the line. “I do 
the salads,” she says. She likes 
being a hands-on volunteer. 
“I’m not a fundraiser. Max 
(Torres) is wonderful to work 
with, the kindest man I ever 
met. The clients are always so 
positive. It’s a pleasure to be 
here.”

 Ms. Craig, who is a senior aer-
obics instructor, teaches four 
days a week and also volunteers 
at Ronald McDonald House. 
Other local women working 
that day included Menlo Park 
residents Margaret Chiu, who 
was slicing bread and serving 
dessert, and Mary Driscoll. 
“I’m an expert with forks and 
bread,” she said with a laugh, 
adding: “These are wonderful 
people that work here.”
 Another volunteer, Ellenrose 
Goddard of Atherton, does her 
volunteering earlier in the day. 
At 8:45 a.m. six days a week, she 
shows up at Dreager’s Super-
market in Menlo Park. She 
visits the deli, bakery, and floral 
departments. “They have every-
thing ready for me,” she says. 
Everything ranges from pots 
of miniature roses and hydran-
geas to salads, grilled salmon, 
tri-tip, macaroni and cheese, 
and enchiladas, to cookies and 

For 39 years 
St. Anthony’s 
Padua Dining 
Room has been 
providing hot 
meals and a 
safe, warm 
place to eat
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Peter Kasenchak of Skyline, chairman of the St. Anthony’s advisory council 
and head coordinator in the dinning room, chats with a guest during lunch.

Michelle Le/The Almanac

Fermin has a cup of coffee after finishing his lunch at St. Anthony’s Padua Dining 
Room. He said he’s employed but just lost his home, so the meals are helping him get 
back on his feet.

Michelle Le/The Almanac

A father looks for a seat while balancing his son and a lunch tray at St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room.

Thanksgiving  
dinner for 

1,000

Max Torres, 
Dining Room 

manager
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F
or the 20th year, the 
Almanac offers read-
ers the opportunity 

to increase their charitable 
donations with gifts to the 
Holiday Fund, which seeks 
matching funds from foun-
dations and private donors.
 The Almanac has chosen 10 
local nonprofit organizations 
to benefit from donations 
to the Holiday Fund. These 
organizations help the most 
vulnerable of our neighbors, 
be they children, the aged, 
homeless, hungry, sick or 
abused.
 Starting with this issue 

and over the next several 
weeks, the Almanac will 
publish stories about these 
organizations. 
 The total amount donated 
is divided equally among the 
10 organizations.
 The Holiday Fund could 
not happen without the help 
of the Silicon Valley Com-
munity Foundation and 
the donors that provide the 
matching grants.
 Since the Holiday Fund 
started in 1993, donors have 
contributed more than $3 
million to a wide range of 
local nonprofit organizations.

Gifts to Holiday Fund

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula
Provides after-school and academic support and activities for 
3,200 young people, 6 to 18, at clubhouses in Menlo Park’s Belle 
Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto, and Redwood City, and 
offers programs at Flood and Belle Haven schools in Menlo Park, 
Hoover Community School in Redwood City, and McNair School 
in East Palo Alto 

Ecumenical Hunger Program
Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, and 
sometimes financial assistance to families in need, regardless of 
religious preference, including Thanksgiving and Christmas bas-
kets for more than 2,000 households. 

Project Read
Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo Park area. 
Trained volunteers work one-on-one or in small groups to help 
adults improve their basic reading, writing and English language 
skills so they can achieve their goals and function more effective-
ly at home, at work and in the community. In 2007-08, a total of 
120 tutors assisted more than 300 students.

St. Francis Center 
Provides services for families in need with the goal of helping 
them to live in dignity and become self-supporting community 
members. The center assists 2,400 people each month with such 
services as low-income housing, food and clothing, shower and 
laundry, counseling, community garden, and education.

Ravenswood Family Health Center 
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for all ages 
at its clinics in Belle Haven and East Palo Alto. It also operates a 
mobile clinic at school sites. Of the 16,500 registered patients, 
most are low-income and uninsured and live in the ethnically 
diverse East Palo Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to people in need 
who walk through the doors. Funded entirely by voluntary con-
tributions, St. Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy 
between San Francisco and San Jose. It also offers emergency 
food and clothing assistance.

Second Harvest Food Bank
The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula, 
Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 30 million pounds of 
food last year. It gathers donations from individuals and busi-
nesses and distributes food to some 162,000 people each month 
through more than 700 agencies and distribution sites in San 
Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

InnVision Shelter Network
Provides shelter/housing and supportive services across 18 sites 
in Silicon Valley and the San Francisco Peninsula. Serves thou-
sands of homeless families and individuals annually on their path 
back to permanent housing and self-sufficiency.

JobTrain
Provides training and job placement for people with the biggest 
problems, including returning parolees, long-term unemployed, 
homeless, welfare clients, marginalized youth, and those recover-
ing from drug and alcohol abuse. 

StarVista (formerly Youth and Family Enrichment 
Services) 
Provides 22 programs to help people who struggle with sub-
stance abuse, domestic violence, mental health, and relationship 
and communications issues. Helps strengthen youth, families, 
and individuals to overcome challenges through counseling, edu-
cation, and residential services.

Contributions to the Holiday Fund go 
directly to programs that benefit Pen-

insula residents. Last year, Almanac readers 
and foundations contributed $167,000 for 
the 10 agencies that feed the hungry, house 
the homeless and provide numerous other 
services to those in need. 
 Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be 
matched, to the extent possible, by generous 
community corporations, foundations and 

individuals, including the Rotary Club of 

Menlo Park, the David and Lucille Packard 

Foundation and the William and Flora Hewl-

ett Foundation. No administration costs will 

be deducted from the gifts, which are tax-

deductible as permitted by law. 

 All donations to the Holiday Fund will be 

shared equally among the 10 recipient agen-

cies listed below.

The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 31, 2012, 
unless the donor checks the anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

The organizations below provide major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

Rotary Club 
of Menlo Park

The David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation

The William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation

Holiday Fund
Give to The Almanac

Your gift helps children      and people in need

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name ___________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________

E-Mail __________________________________________________   Phone _______________________________

 Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)  ________________________________________________  Expires _____/_____

Signature _________________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)   

 In my name as shown above

– OR –    In honor of:     In memory of: _______________________________________________ (Name of person)

The Almanac Holiday Fund is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization. 
A contribution to this fund allows your donation to be tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

All donors and gifts amounts will be published in The Almanac unless the boxes below are checked. 

 I wish to contribute anonymously.     Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

Please Make checks payable to: 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

and send to:
The Almanac Holiday Fund

c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation
2440 W. El Camino Real, Suite 300

Mountain View, CA 94040

Use the form below to donate by mail.

DONATE ONLINE:   siliconvalleycf.org/almanac-holiday-fund

www.siliconvalleycf.org

pies. Ms. Goddard then delivers 
all these high-quality goodies 
to St. Anthony’s in time for the 
lunch crowd. “It’s a wonderful 
way to start the day,” she says.
 While Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas and Easter are the big 
events, St. Anthony’s needs 
continue throughout the year. 
The dining room is open six 
days a week (closed Sunday). 
The day after Thanksgiving, 
there will again be a line of 
some 500 folks expecting a hot 
meal.

 On the day we visited, lunch 
included green salad, hard 
boiled eggs, spaghetti, zuc-
chini, cantaloupe, breads, bev-
erages and an array of desserts. 
Many of the guests also carried 
bags of take-home groceries 
that are available at the end of 
the serving line.
 Gerardo, who was having 
lunch with his mother, said 
they walk over for lunch almost 
every day. Fermin, another 

Michelle Le/The Almanac

A volunteer for 11 years and a Skyline resident, Kathy Craig (right) 
greets guests and fills lunch trays at St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room.

See ST. ANTHONY’S, page 16

Michelle Le/The Almanac

A guest picks out a piece of bread at St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room.



guest, said St. Anthony’s was “a 
blessing from God. The food is 
like homemade.” Although he 
is working, Fermin is living in 
his truck.
 While it is a little late to 
donate food for Thanksgiving 
dinner, Max Torres reminds 
us that donations of frozen 
turkeys, hams, cranberries,  
canned tuna, tomato sauce, 
pasta, noodles and other staples 
are always welcome. Large 
quantities of single items are 
preferred. Donations may be 
brought or sent to St. Anthony’s 
Padua Dining Room, 3500 
Middlefield Road, Menlo Park, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday.
 Cash, checks and credit card 
donations are still the most 
popular ways to make a chari-
table gift. Major credit cards 
are accepted. Donations may 
be made by mail, in person, or 
online.
 Visit paduadiningroom.com 
or call 365-9664 for more infor-
mation. A

I
magine that as a young teen, 
you are responsible for tak-
ing care of your older sister’s 

baby and trying to earn enough 
money to put food on the table. 
The only adults in your life — 
your mother and older sister 
— are addicts who are not even 
able to provide for themselves.
 Despite these tremendous dif-
ficulties, you still try to attend 
school as much as possible. But 
when your mom is incarcer-
ated a few years later, and your 
older sister can not pay the rent, 

you are faced with eviction and 
homelessness.
 That’s what life was like for 
Simone (not her actual name), 
now 18, before she arrived at 
StarVista’s Daybreak program in 
March. As the only transitional 
living program in San Mateo 
County for homeless teens and 
young adults, Daybreak is a safe 
place to move from life on the 
streets to positive, independent 
living.
 “When Simone first came to 
Daybreak, she was depressed, 
hopeless, felt worthless, and had 
very low self-esteem. (Not sur-
prisingly, she was having trouble 
attending school) and the school 
expressed deep concerns for her 
wellbeing,” her Daybreak coun-
selor recalled.
 Since its inception more than 
20 years ago, Daybreak, located 
in Redwood City, has helped 
hundreds of youth by provid-
ing transitional housing and 
independent living-skills train-
ing, and offering a respite from 
hunger and homelessness.
 Residents participate in a 

structured 12-month program, 
where they are required to attend 
school, work, and save a portion 
of their paychecks. Daybreak also 
helps youth locate housing in the 
community when they leave the 
program. Studies show that 80 
percent of youth who participate 
in programs like Daybreak move 
on to a stable, independent-
living situation rather than to the 
streets or a homeless shelter.
 Like all Daybreak residents, 
Simone participates in individual 
and group counseling to help her 
work through emotional issues 
and achieve her goals. She also 
receives coaching on personal 
health and self-care, helping her 
access educational opportunities 
and learn how to shop, cook, plan 
meals and manage her money.
 These days, staff see Simone 
smiling around the Daybreak 
house most of the time. She is 
enrolled in a GED program and 
has obtained two jobs. “She is 
now the head ‘chef’ of the house, 
and she’s helping to teach other 
residents how to cook,” her 
counselor reports.

 At StarVista, we recognize 
that building strong and healthy 
communities begins with help-
ing each person develop her or 
his own path of personal growth. 
We are dedicated to transform-
ing the lives of children, young 
people, adults and families, and 
providing life-changing support 
and services. 
 In addition to Daybreak, 
StarVista offers 20 programs 

that serve more than 31,000 
people annually throughout San 
Mateo County with counseling, 
prevention, early intervention, 
education and residential pro-
grams. No one is turned away 
for lack of funds. All of our 
programs are free or offered on 
a sliding-scale basis.

Visit star-vista.org or call (650) 
591-9623 to get more information 
about StarVista, located at 610 
Elm St., Suite 212, San Carlos CA 
94070. A
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Thanksgiving 
dinner for 1,000

By Sharon Navarro, grants and 
development manager for StarVista,

StarVista provides lifeline for teens in stress

Backyard mural at Daybreak shelter in Redwood City.

Gifts to the Holiday Fund help 
StarVista and nine other community 
organizations.
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ST. ANTHONY’S 
continued from page 15
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Security guard Win Van Nguyen greets guests during lunch at St. 
Anthony’s. He has worked there for 23 years, 20 of those as a driver.

By Caitlin Kerk of the Second 
Harvest Food Bank

O
ne day Chris looked 
at his mom and asked 
the question no par-

ent wants to hear, “Are we 
homeless?” Eddie and Love had 
always worked hard to support 
their family, but after hitting a 
bump in the road, they found 
themselves out of work. With 
no money and no place to call 
home, they couldn’t buy food for 
their two children. But thanks 
to Second Harvest Food Bank, 
the family is now able to get the 
nutritious food they need to 
thrive. 
 “Hunger exists in every cor-
ner of our community and 
affects people of all shapes and 
sizes, every race and ethnicity, 
employed and unemployed, and 
highly educated and unedu-
cated,” said Kathy Jackson, CEO 
of Second Harvest Food Bank 
of Santa Clara and San Mateo 
Counties. “Though they can 
sometimes be hard to recog-
nize, the faces of hunger are all 
around us. It may be a neighbor 
who lost his job in the economic 
downturn, a cafeteria worker at 
your child’s school, or the clerk 
at your neighborhood hardware 
store.”
 Second Harvest provides food 
to nearly 250,000 people every 

month — that’s one in 10 people 
in the two-county region. The 
number of people the Food 
Bank serves has increased nearly 
50 percent since the recession 
started, and the need continues 
to rise despite the improving 
economy.
 To keep pace with the grow-
ing need, Second Harvest Food 
Bank hopes to raise $12.4 mil-
lion and 2 million pounds of 
food during its Holiday Food 
and Fund Drive. This is a criti-
cal campaign for Second Har-
vest, which raises nearly half 
its annual revenues during the 
holidays.
 To ensure that everyone has 
access to food right in their own 
neighborhood, Second Harvest 
Food Bank partners with more 
than 300 nonprofit agencies to 

Nothing else matters 
when you’re hungry

Gifts to the Almanac’s Holiday Fund 
help the Second Harvest Food 
Bank and nine other community 
organizations.
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Edelmira Sanchez (center) volunteers at St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room.

On the cover: A girl finishes her meal 
with her mom at St. Anthony’s Padua 
Dining Room, one of 10 beneficiaries 
of the Almanac’s Holiday Fund.  Continued on next page
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Ophthalmology

Oculoplastic Surgery

Facial Rejuvenation – 
Botox, Restylane, Chemical 

Peels, OBAGI, Latisse

Full Optical 
Department

MOST 
INSURANCES 
ACCEPTED

JENNIFER P. WANG, M.D.

E Y E  C A R E  B Y

Specializing in:
We carry quality 
frames, including 

Tom Ford, 

Maui Jim, 

Ray Ban, 

and La Font

Come meet Dr. Jennifer Wang 
at our new offi ce in Menlo Park

Now accepting new patients

Discover the best places 
to eat this week!

A M E R I C A N

Armadillo Willy’s 
941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
www.armadillowillys.com

The Old Pro
326-1446

541 Ramona Street, Palo Alto
www.oldpropa.com

S T E A K H O U S E

Sundance the Steakhouse 
321-6798

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

C H I N E S E

Chef Chu’s 
948-2696

1067 N. San Antonio Road
www.chefchu.com

Ming’s
856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto
www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House
947-8888

520 Showers Drive, Mountain View
www.shopmountainview.com/luunoodlemv

I N D I A N

Janta Indian Restaurant 
462-5903

369 Lytton Ave. 
www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

Thaiphoon
323-7700

543 Emerson Ave, Palo Alto 
www.ThaiphoonRestaurant.com

Read and post reviews, 
explore restaurant menus, 
get hours and directions 

and more at ShopPaloAlto, 
ShopMenloPark and 
ShopMountainView

powered by

P E N I N S U L A

Our 41st Year!

Beautiful Noble Fir Trees delivered 

FRESH WEEKLY from Oregon

Located:   On the Stanford Campus next to the 

Football Stadium on El Camino Real 

near Embarcadero Road in Palo Alto

Opens:   Friday, Nov. 23, 2012

Hours:    Daily - 2 PM to 8 PM
Weekends - 9 AM to 8 PM

Proceeds from your tree purchases goes to support many local organizations:

❃ Scholarships for Menlo Atherton Graduates

❃ Saint Anthony’s Dining Room  ❃  Local Adopt-a-Teacher

S

ERVING THE  CHILDREN OF THE WORLD

Delivery Available

H O L I D A Y  F U N D

provide food at more than 740 
sites throughout Santa Clara 
and San Mateo counties, includ-
ing pantries, soup kitchens, shel-
ters, and after-school programs. 
Second Harvest is one of only 
a few food banks that does not 
charge its partners for the food 
it provides. Last year, Second 
Harvest provided the equivalent 
of 38 million meals and more 
than 50 percent of the food it 
distributes is fresh produce.
 You can help families like 

Eddie and Love’s by donating to 
Second Harvest’s Holiday Food 
and Fund Drive. Every dollar 
donated provides two nutritious 
meals. You can also host a food 
drive or drop off food at one 
of the many collection barrels 
located throughout the com-
munity.
 Visit www.SHFB.org or call 
(866) 234-3663 for more infor-
mation. If you need food, call 
Second Harvest’s Food Connec-
tion hotline at (800) 984-3663 to 
learn about food-assistance pro-
grams in your neighborhood. A

Chris, Eddie, Love and Bella

Continued from previous page 
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A
s the Almanac’s Holiday Fund heads into its 20th year, 
donors can look back with pride on a history of giving that 
has provided nearly $3.5 million to local nonprofits since it 

was launched in 1993. The history of giving to the Holiday Fund 
reflects the economic health of Silicon Valley, with peak dona-
tions reaching nearly $400,000 in 1999 and 2000, then plunging 
to around half that amount until falling even more in 2009. Since 
then, donors have picked up the pace, helping to push the 2011 
total to $167,000, a jump of $30,000.
 We hope all our readers and other donors keep that momentum 
going as we begin this year’s drive. Last year, 
nearly 200 Almanac readers contributed to the 
Holiday Fund, which also received sizable gifts 
from the Rotary Club of Menlo Park and the 
Hewlett and Packard foundations, bringing 
the total amount raised to $167,000. That amount was divided 
equally among the 10 nonprofit agencies that provide food, shel-
ter and counseling to homeless, sick and hungry residents who 
are down on their luck.
 This year leaders of the nonprofit agencies see a wide range 
of needs that can be eased by the popular Holiday Fund grants. 
The Silicon Valley Community Foundation makes it possible 
for every dollar contributed to the Holiday Fund to be passed 
directly to the nonprofit agencies. No fees or other charges are 
taken out by the Almanac or the foundation.
 If you are able, we urge you to consider a donation to the Alma-
nac’s Holiday Fund as we enter our 20th year. Your contribu-
tion will help support agencies that provide a safety net to local 
residents who have nowhere to turn. These are our neighbors 
who may have been laid off unexpectedly, or had a catastrophic 
illness, or suffer from addiction or mental health problems. They 
deserve our help.
 This year the Almanac’s Holiday Fund will support the follow-
ing nonprofit agencies in the community:

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula
 Provides after-school and academic support and activities 
for 3,200 young people, 6 to 18, at clubhouses in Menlo Park’s 
Belle Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto, and Redwood City, 

and offers programs at Flood and Belle Haven schools in Menlo 
Park, Hoover Community School in Redwood City, and McNair 
School in East Palo Alto 

Ecumenical Hunger Program
 Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, and 
sometimes financial assistance to families in need, regardless 
of religious preference, including Thanksgiving and Christmas 
baskets for more than 2,000 households. 

Project Read
  Provides free literacy services to adults in 
the Menlo Park area. Trained volunteers work 
one-on-one or in small groups to help adults 
improve their basic reading, writing and Eng-

lish language skills so they can achieve their goals and function 
more effectively at home, at work and in the community. In 2007-
08, a total of 120 tutors assisted more than 300 students.

St. Francis Center 
 Provides services for families in need with the goal of helping 
them to live in dignity and become self-supporting community 
members. The center assists 2,400 people each month with such 
services as low-income housing, food and clothing, shower and 
laundry, counseling, community garden, and education.

Ravenswood Family Health Center 
 Provides primary medical and preventive health care for 
all ages at its clinics in Belle Haven and East Palo Alto. It also 
operates a mobile clinic at school sites. Of the 16,500 registered 
patients, most are low-income and uninsured, and live in the 
ethnically diverse East Palo Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair 
Oaks areas.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
 Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to people in need 
who walk through the doors. Funded entirely by voluntary con-
tributions, St. Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy 
between San Francisco and San Jose. It also offers emergency 
food and clothing assistance.

Second Harvest Food Bank
 The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula, 
Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 30 million pounds of 
food last year. It gathers donations from individuals and busi-
nesses and distributes food to some 162,000 people each month 
through more than 700 agencies and distribution sites in San 
Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

InnVision Shelter Network
 Provides shelter/housing and supportive services across 18 
sites in Silicon Valley and the San Francisco Peninsula. Serves 
thousands of homeless families and individuals annually on their 
path back to permanent housing and self-sufficiency.

JobTrain
 Provides training and job placement for people with the biggest 
problems, including returning parolees, long-term unemployed, 
homeless, welfare clients, marginalized youth, and those recover-
ing from drug and alcohol abuse. 

StarVista (formerly Youth and Family 
Enrichment Services) 
 Provides 22 programs to help people who struggle with sub-
stance abuse, domestic violence, mental health, and relationship 
and communications issues. Helps strengthen youth, families, 
and individuals to overcome challenges through counseling, 
education, and residential services.

A gift to the Holiday Fund helps those in need

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES FROM PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY. EDITED BY TOM GIBBONEY

Portola Valley Archives

Our Regional Heritage
In the 1920s, Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve was the site of 
Scout camps. Here in their uniforms are the unidentified girls of 
Tent 4, in a photo taken June 12, 1926.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission 
of the Town of Portola Valley will conduct a public hearing 
at 7:30 p.m. on December 5, 2012 on a proposal for a par-
cel merger and expansion of athletic fields with a new track 
and artificial turf infill at the Woodside Priory School at 302  
Portola Road. The project will also include constructing a 
storage shed and asphalt driveway, removing an existing 
berm, relocating a sewer line, undergrounding utility lines, 
removing a volleyball court, installing drainage for the artifi-
cial turf and track, constructing trail improvements, removing  
vegetation, and planting new vegetation.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on December 5, 2012 the 
planning commission will not take any formal action on the 
application. The commission will open the public hearing, 
take public input, discuss the application and public com-
ments, and then continue the public hearing to January 16, 
2013. At the January 16, 2013 public hearing, additional in-
put will be taken and the planning commission may take 
formal action to approve, conditionally approve or continue 
consideration of the application to a specific future meet-
ing. All reports, plans and documents associated with the 
project are available for review in the Portola Valley Planning 
Department at 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, California.  
The specific reports, plans and supporting documents for 
the December 5, 2012 Planning Commission public hearing 
will be available in the Planning Department on November 
30, 2012. Any new reports or information to support review 
at the January 16, 2013 continued public hearing will be 
available in the Planning Department on January 11, 2013.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an initial study and pro-
posed mitigated negative declaration has been prepared for 
this project, and a Notice of Intent to adopt this proposed 
mitigated negative declaration is being published separate-
ly. The initial study and proposed mitigated negative decla-
ration are available in the Planning Department at town hall.  
The public review period for these documents will be from 
November 21, 2012 to 5:00 p.m., January 4, 2013.

All interested persons are invited to appear before the Plan-
ning Commission at the times above-mentioned. The pub-
lic hearing will be conducted in the Historic School House 
meeting room at the town center, 765 Portola Road. If some-
one challenges the proposed action in court, he or she may 
be limited to raising only those issues raised at the pub-
lic meetings conducted on the proposal or in written cor-
respondence delivered to the town at or prior to the public 
meetings.

Dated:  November 15, 2012
Signed:  Carol Borck, Town Planning Technician 

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP) X7D-30 

FOR A PARCEL MERGER AND EXPANSION OF 
ATHLETIC FIELDS WITH A NEW TRACK

AND ARTIFICIAL TURF INFILL AT 
THE WOODSIDE PRIORY SCHOOL

AT 302 PORTOLA ROAD

Sealed proposals for the FREDERICK AND SUBURBAN PARK PROJECT will be received at the West 
Bay Sanitary District, 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, California 94025 until 2:00:00 PM on Wednesday, 
December 12, 2012 at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Bids shall be labeled ”West Bay 
Sanitary District, Proposal for “FREDERICK AND SUBURBAN PARK PROJECT.”

The Work will include the furnishing of all labor, materials and equipment, and other appurtenances for reha-
bilitation and replacement of sanitary sewer mains by Horizontal Directional Drilling, Cured-in-Place Pipe, and 
Open Trench Construction, as indicated on the project plans.  

The contract documents may be inspected at the office of the West Bay Sanitary District; San Francisco 
Builders Exchange, Attn: Deanna Johnson, 850 So. Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, California 94110; 
Peninsula Builders Exchange, Attn: Andrea Nettles, 735 Industrial Road, Suite 100, San Carlos, California 
94070; Santa Clara Builders Exchange, Attn: Kanani Fonseca, 400 Reed Street, Santa Clara, California 
95050; Builders Exchange of Alameda, Attn: Richard Owen, 3055 Alvarado Street, San Leandro, California 
94577; Construction Bidboard Incorporated, Attn: Plan Room, 11622 El Camino Real, Suite 100, San 
Diego, CA 92130; and, Contra Costa Builders Exchange, Attn: April Hamilton, 2440 Stanwell Drive, Suite B, 
Concord, California 94520.

Copies of the Contract Documents may be obtained at the office of the West Bay Sanitary District upon 
payment of a check or money order in the amount of $60.00 for each set. The check or money order must 
be issued to the West Bay Sanitary District. All payments are nonrefundable.

A pre-bid meeting will be held at 10:00 am on Tuesday, November 27, 2012 at the West Bay Sanitary 
District Office in Menlo Park, California.

Each bid proposal shall be accompanied by a certified or cashier‘s check or a proposal guaranty bond pay-
able to the order of the West Bay Sanitary District in an amount not less than ten percent (10%) of the amount 
of the bid as a guaranty that the bidder will execute the contract if it be awarded to him in conformity with the 
proposal. The successful bidder will be required to furnish a performance bond in an amount not less than 
one hundred percent (100%) of the contract price and a labor and material bond in an amount equal to one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price.

The District (”Owner”) reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to determine which proposal is, in the 
judgment of the District, the lowest responsible bid of a responsible bidder or group of bidders and which 
proposal should be accepted in the best interest of the District. The District also reserves the right to waive 
any informalities in any proposal or bid.

Bid proposals received after the time announced for the opening will not be considered. No bidder may with-
draw his proposal after the time announced for the opening, or before award and execution of the contract, 
unless the award is delayed for a period exceeding forty-five (45) days.

Pursuant to the provisions of Public Contract Code Section 22300, and upon the request and at the expense 
of the Contractor, securities equivalent to the amount withheld by the District to insure performance under 
the Contract may be deposited with the District, or with a state or federally chartered bank as escrow agent 
who shall deliver such securities to the Contractor upon satisfactory completion of the contract. Only those 
securities listed in Government Code Section 16430 or other securities approved by the District are eligible 
for deposit. The deposit of securities with an escrow agent or the District shall be made in the form and on 
such terms and conditions as the District may require to protect the interest of the District in the event of the 
Contractor‘s default. The Contractor shall be the beneficial owner of any securities that are deposited and 
shall receive any interest thereon.

Pertaining to Sections 1770, 1773, and 1773.1 of the California Labor Code the successful bidder shall pay 
not less than the prevailing rate of per diem wages as determined by the Director of the California Department 
of Industrial Relations. Copies of such prevailing rates are on file at the District office of the West Bay Sanitary 
District and which copies shall be made available to any interested party on request. The successful bidder 
shall post a copy of such determinations at each job site.

In accordance with the provisions of California Public Contract Code Section 3300, the District has deter-
mined that the Contractor shall possess a valid Class A License or a combination of Class C-12 ”Earthwork 
and Paving”, C-34 ”Pipeline” and C-42 ”Sanitation System” licenses at the time this contract is awarded. 
Failure to possess the specified license(s) shall render the bid as non-responsive and shall act as a bar to 
award of the contract to any bidder not possessing said license(s) at the time of award.

West Bay Sanitary District
Board of Directors
San Mateo County, California

/s/   Phil Scott                     
District Manager

Dated:        October 11, 2012     

WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT

FREDERICK AND SUBURBAN PARK PROJECT

Support The Almanac’s 
coverage of our community.

Memberships begin at only 17¢ per day

Join today:
SupportLocalJournalism.org/Almanac

SUPPORT LOCAL
JOURNALISM
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 The San Mateo County His-
tory Museum will explore holi-
day traditions from around the 
world from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 1. The free day 
will feature children’s crafts and 
a handbell choir.
 The children’s crafts will 
include making a German tree 
ornament, Filipino star lantern, 
English party favor, and Mexi-
can New Year’s noise maker. 
Children may also have a free 
photo taken with Santa. The 

San Francisco State University 
Handbell Choir will perform 
traditional holiday songs begin-
ning at 1 p.m.
 The event is held in conjunc-
tion with Redwood City’s Home 
Town Holiday Celebration on 
Courthouse Square. The muse-
um is located at 2200 Broadway 
in the Old Courthouse in Red-
wood City.
 Visit historysmc.org or call 
299-0104 for more informa-
tion.

Holiday traditions at museum

Serving the community for over 22 years

Are you getting the service you 
deserve? We answer our phones.

Charlie Porter
Farmers Agency
License # 0773991

671-A Oak Grove Ave
Menlo Park

650-327-1313
cporter2@farmersagent.com

®

CHRISTMAS
TREES 

&WREATHS

NATIVITY SCHOOL
Corner of Oak Grove & Laurel, Menlo Park

For information go to www.nativitytrees.com
Fire-Proofing and Delivery Service are available

THIS SPACE IS DONATED AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY THE PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Tuesday-Thursday  .....................4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday  ......................................4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday  ..................................9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Sunday  ....................................9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Nativity School will be selling 
Christmas Trees & Wreaths 

beginning Friday, November 23rd 
and ending on 

Saturday, December 15th. 
This is a fundraiser for 

Nativity School.

HOURS – Closed Mondays 
Opening day has extended hours from 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

‘Nature’s Paintbox’ exhibit
 “Bay Sunset,” is part of the exhibit “Nature’s Paintbox,” featuring watercolors by Barbara von Haunalter of 
Los Altos Hills now on display at the Portola Art Gallery at Allied Arts Guild, 75 Arbor Road in Menlo Park. 
Ms. von Haunalter’s paintings are plein air work created in and around the Bay Area. The exhibit continues 
through Nov. 30. Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (not open Sunday). Call 321-0220.

This information is from the Atherton and 
Menlo Park police departments. Under 
the law, people charged with offenses 
are considered innocent until convicted.

MENLO PARK

Commercial burglary reports:

■ Losses estimated at $1,800 in theft 
of cash from locked safe inside locked 
office, LB Steak restaurant at 898 Santa 
Cruz Ave., Nov. 4.
■ Losses estimated at $1,390 in break-
in through classroom window and that 
of laptop computer, Phillips Brooks 
School at 2245 Avy Ave., Nov. 7.
Theft reports:

■ Losses estimated at $1,000 in theft 
of several pieces of lingerie during an 
open house, Hobart St., Nov. 6.
■ Loss estimated at $600 in theft of 
locked bicycle from apartment’s under-
ground parking area, East Creek Drive, 
Nov. 8.

■ Loss estimated at $500 in theft of 
cash from unforced entry into apartment 
and theft from bedroom drawer, Termi-
nal Ave., Nov. 5.
■ Loss estimated at $500 in theft of 
locked bicycle from train station in Octo-
ber, Meno Park Caltrain station at 1120 
Merrill St., Nov. 4.
■ Loss estimated at $400 in theft of 
bicycle from fenced-in alley near apart-
ment building, Menlo Ave., Nov. 2.
■ Unknown loss in theft of Obama-
Biden political lawn sign from front yard, 
Santa Cruz Ave., Nov. 2.

WOODSIDE

Theft reports:

■ Losses estimated at $480 in theft 
of cellphone from student backpack 
sitting on shelf in school library. Police 
charged suspect with petty theft after 
selling phone for $100 in North Fair 
Oaks neighborhood, and buyer charged 

with receiving stolen property, which 
has not been recovered, Woodside High 
School at 199 Churchill Ave., Nov. 7.
■ Losses estimated at $230 in online 
purchase of cellphone that was never 
delivered, Buck Court, Nov. 7.
■ Unknown loss in theft of cellphone 
from backpack in women’s locker room, 
Woodside High School at 199 Churchill 
Ave., Oct. 30.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Theft report: Unknown loss in theft of 
ring in nursing facility, The Sequoias 
retirement community, 501 Portola 
Road, Nov. 5.

WEST MENLO PARK

Residential burglary report: Losses 
estimated at $5,000 in theft of tablet 
computer, laptop computer, $1,800 
in cash and several pieces of jewelry, 
Altschul Ave., Nov. 11.

 POLICE CALLS

Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar

to see more calendar listings

Special Events
Thanksgiving Dinner at Little House 
Cafe Peninsula Volunteers is presenting a 
Thanksgiving dinner for families and friends to 
enjoy. Nov. 22, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. $9. Non-refund-
able tickets must be purchased in advance 
by Nov. 20. Little House, 800 Middle Ave., 
Menlo Park. www.peninsulavolunteers.org
Nativity School Christmas Tree Lot 
Christmas trees: Noble, Fraser, Douglas and 
Grand Firs up to 13 feet. Christmas wreaths 
and garland also available. All volunteer-run 
fundraiser for benefit of Nativity School. Open 
from Nov. 23 to Dec. 15, Nativity School, 210 
Oak Grove Ave., Menlo Park. www.nativi-
tytrees.com

Talks/Authors
An Evening with Anita Moorjani 
Attendees spend the evening with author 
Anita Moorjani as she speaks about her 
near-death experience and the lessons she 
learned. Diagnosed with cancer in 2006, 
she was given only hours to live when she 
fell into a coma and entered another dimen-
sion. Nov. 26, 7-9 p.m. Sofia University, 
1057 East Meadow Circle, Palo Alto. Call 
888-96-SOFIA. www.sofia.edu/calendar.php

Concerts
Peninsula Women’s Chorus: ‘Star 
of Wonder’ Concert “Star of Wonder” 
features a collection of music from around the 
world, from Penderecki to the French Baroque 
to the U.S. premiere of “Star-Crossed” by Fili-
pino composer Saunder Choi. Dec. 16, 4 p.m. 
$30 general/$35 premium/$10 18 and under. 
St. Patrick’s Seminary, 320 Middlefield Road, 
Menlo Park. www.pwchorus.org
Haydn and His Students V Main feature 
is Beethoven’s famous Quartet in Bb, Op. 
130. The fifth movement of this work, which 
the composer considered his best ever, 
appears on the “golden record” the Voyager 
probes sent to outer space in 1977. Nov. 
25, 4-6 p.m. $25 (discounts for seniors and 
students). All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 555 
Waverley St., Palo Alto. Call 415-520-0611. 
www.newesterhazy.org

Exhibits
‘Playing Grown-Up: Toys from the 
Harry P. Costa Collection’ This exhibit 
explores toys from the 1930s, 1940s and 
1950s that allowed children to mimic the 
activities of adults. Toys will include an 
antique pedal fire truck and airplane, Tonka 
work trucks, and an electric 1929 Lionel Stove 
& Oven, through Dec. 31, Tues.-Sun., 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. $5 adults, $3 seniors/students, 
free for children 5 & under, free for associa-
tion members. San Mateo County History 
Museum, 2200 Broadway, Redwood City. Call 
650-299-0104. www.historysmc.org

Stanford Art Spaces Stanford Uni-
versity Cuba 2012: American Photogra-
phers in Havana, exhibit through Jan. 17. 
Reception Nov. 30 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
the Paul G. Allen building on the Stanford 
University campus. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Stanford Art 
Spaces, 420 Via Palou, Stanford . Call 650-
725-3622. cis.stanford.edu/~marigros

Kids & Families
Atherton Library Preschool Sto-
rytime Children ages 3-5 are invited for 
stories and activities every Monday morning. 
Through May 20, 11 a.m.-12 p.m. Free Ather-
ton Library, 2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane, Ather-
ton. Call 650-328-2422. www.smcl.org
Nutcracker Showcase Children ages 5 
and up are invited to come in pajamas and 
enjoy scenes from the Nutcracker danced by 
children from the Western Ballet Company 
in Mountain View. Nov. 26, 7-8 p.m. Atherton 
Library, 2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane, Atherton. 
Call 650-328-2422. www.smcl.org

Et Alia
University Public Worship Each week 
the University Public Worship includes 
preaching from a different reverend or rabbi; 
music by university organist, Dr. Robert Huw 
Morgan, and the Memorial Church Choir. 
Sundays through Dec. 30, 10-11 a.m. Stan-
ford Memorial Church, 450 Serra Mall, Stan-
ford. Call 650-723-1762. events.stanford.edu/
events/333/33389

 CALENDAR
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By Rebecca Wallace

T
here’s no reason to have 
a silent night during the 
holiday season. Local 

arts groups provide all manner 
of soundtracks, with styles of 
sound as diverse as classic carols, 
Baroque music, Latin jazz, Low 
Countries music, Hanukkah 
songs and gospel.

Revelers who are more visu-
ally oriented can also choose 
from holiday home tours, puppet 
shows, model-train displays and, 
of course, the ballet. For a sampling 
of the many holiday options on the 
Midpeninsula, keep reading.

MUSIC
Young voices from Brentwood 

Academy in East Palo Alto will pro-
vide the soundtrack to the annual 
tree-lighting at the Four Seasons 
Hotel on Nov. 26 at 2050 University 
Ave. in East Palo Alto. A toy and shoe 
drive will also be part of the free 
event, which is planned from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Call 650-470-2828.

The Baroque ensemble Musica 
Pacifica, with viola da gamba, 
recorder, violin, organ, harpsi-
chord, oboe and voice, performs 
Christmas music from 18th-cen-
tury Italy, France and Germany at 
8 p.m. Nov. 30. The concert is in 
the First Lutheran Church at 600 
Homer Ave. in Palo Alto. Tickets 
are $12-$35. Go to sfems.org.

The Ragazzi Boys Chorus wel-
comes winter with carols, Native 
American chant, Hanukkah music 
and other songs in a concert at 
5 p.m. Dec. 1 at the First Con-
gregational Church, 1985 Louis 
Road, Palo Alto. Composers will 
include Allen Gordon Bell, Randall 
Thompson and Mendelssohn. Tick-
ets are $10-$27. Go to ragazzi.org or 
call 650-342-8785.

“Christmas in Antwerp and 
Amsterdam” features 16th- and 
17th-century music from the Low 
Countries, presented in Latin and 
Dutch by the California Bach Soci-
ety and various instrumentalists. 
The program will be performed 
locally at 8 p.m. Dec. 1 at All Saints 
Episcopal Church, 555 Waverley 
St., Palo Alto. Tickets are $10-$30. 
Go to calbach.org or call 650-485-
1097.

The women’s choral group Kitka 
will perform “Wintersongs,” a pro-
gram of “seasonal harmonies from 
Eastern Europe,” at 4 p.m. Dec. 
2 in St. Bede’s Episcopal Church, 
2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park. 
Tickets are $15-$27 in advance and 
$15-$32 at the door. Go to kitka.org 
or call 650-854-6555.

“Sacred Songs for a Sacred Sea-
son,” a performance by Irish singer/
songwriter Mary McLaughlin, her 
Cor Aingli Singers, and the women’s 
vocal ensemble Zambra, is planned 
for 4 p.m. Dec. 2 at the Vallombrosa 

Center, 250 Oak Grove Ave., Menlo 
Park. Gregorian chant and ancient 
Gaelic sacred and mythic song are 
on the program, and tickets are 
$25 for adults and $20 for children 
under 16. Go to coraingli.com or 
call 831-335-4879.

Stanford’s Memorial Church 
hosts the annual Festival of Les-
sons and Carols, with the Memo-
rial Church Choir directed by 
organist Robert Huw Morgan and 
the Stanford Chamber Chorale 
directed by Stephen M. Sano, at 8 
p.m. Dec. 7 and 8. The events are 
free. Go to music.stanford.edu.

“Winter Dance with Bay Bells” 
features the handbells group in a 
free holiday concert at 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 7 at Grace Lutheran Church, 
3129 Waverley St., Palo Alto. Go to 
baybells.org or call 877-76-BELLS.

The community singers of the 
Menlo Park Chorus mark the season 
with a holiday concert at 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 7 at Trinity Episcopal Church, 
330 Ravenswood Ave., Menlo Park. 
Tickets are $12/$15, with refresh-
ments after the performance. Go to 
menloparkchorus.org.

“Star of Wonder” is the theme 
this year for the Peninsula Women’s 
Chorus’ holiday concerts, with the 
programs including the Roches’ 
“Star of Wonder” along with music 

by Polish composer Krzysztof Pend-
erecki and Baroque composer M.A. 
Charpentier. Performances are 2:30 
p.m. Dec. 8 and 4 p.m. Dec. 15 at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 600 
Colorado Ave., Palo Alto; and 4 
p.m. Dec. 16 at St. Patrick’s Semi-
nary, 320 Middlefield Road, Menlo 
Park. Admission is $10-$30. Go to 
pwchorus.org or call 650-327-3095.

The Stanford Chamber Cho-
rale and the Stanford Symphony 
Orchestra play their free annual 
“Holiday Musicale” at 2:30 p.m. 
Dec. 8 in Memorial Church on 
campus, presented by the Friends 
of Music at Stanford. Go to music.
stanford.edu.

Five centuries of Christmas 
music, with a focus on nature, are 
represented in the San Francisco 
Choral Artists program planned 
for 8 p.m. Dec. 8 at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, 600 Colorado 
Ave., Palo Alto. Music by Howells, 
Poulenc and Kodaly is on the bill. 
Tickets are $12-$25 in advance and 
$15-$30 at the door. Go to sfca.org 
or call 415-494-8149.

The young musicians of the Cali-
fornia Youth Symphony play holi-
day and classical classics at a 2:30 

p.m. concert on Dec. 9 at Foothill 
College’s Smithwick Theatre, 12345 
El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills. 
Tickets are $15 general and $10 for 
students and seniors. Go to cys.org 
or call 650-325-6666.

John Rutter’s “I wish you Christ-
mas” is on the bill for Schola Can-
torum’s holiday concert at 1:30 
and 3 p.m. Dec. 9, along with Kirke 
Mechem’s “Seven Joys of Christmas” 
and other offerings. The concert is at 
the First Congregational Church of 
Palo Alto at 1985 Louis Road; tickets 
are $25 general and $10 for students 
and children. Go to scholacanto-
rum.org or call 650-254-1700.

Schola Cantorum’s lengthy 
“Messiah Sing” includes many 
choruses and solos not as com-
monly heard. The Messiah-thon is 
planned for Dec. 10 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Mountain View Center for the 
Performing Arts at 500 Castro St. A 
chamber orchestra will accompany 
singers, and Gregory Wait will con-
duct. Tickets are $24 general, $20 
for seniors and $18 for students. 
Go to scholacantorum.org or call 
650-903-6000.

The ethereal voices of the Chan-
ticleer men’s chorus return to 
Stanford’s Memorial Church for 
an 8 p.m. concert on Dec. 11, pre-
sented by Stanford Live. Gospel and 
holiday classics are on the bill along 
with Gregorian chant. Tickets are 
$54. Go to live.stanford.edu or call 
650-725-ARTS.

Guest conductor Masaaki Suzuki 
of Bach Collegium Japan con-
ducts the  Philharmonia Baroque 
Orchestra in J.S. Bach’s Christmas 

Welcoming

W inter
❉

❉

Holiday events in the arts world include 

ballet, theater, comedy, family festivities 

and a wealth of concerts
“’Twas the Night Before Christmas” performed by Dancers Repertory Theatre and the Menlo Park Academy of Dance.

Chanticleer returns to Stanford’s Memorial Church for this year’s holiday concert 
on Dec. 11.

The Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir will be back on the Peninsula for its annual 
holiday concert on Dec. 16 at the Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts.

Recorder player Claudia Gantivar 
will perform with the California Bach 
Society on Dec. 1 in Palo Alto.

Continued on next page
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cantata “Christen, atzet diesen Tag” 
and other works by Bach on 8 p.m. 
Dec. 13 at the Center for Perform-
ing Arts at 555 Middlefield Road 
in Atherton. Tickets are $30-$105. 
Go to philharmonia.org or call 415-
252-1288, ext. 302.

Stanford’s cheerful “Messiah 
Sing & Play-Along” is at 8 p.m. Dec. 
14 in Memorial Church, conducted 
by Stephen M. Sano. Trumpeters 
always get a big hand. Admission 
is $10 general, $9 for seniors, $5 
for non-Stanford students and free 
for Stanford students. Go to music.
stanford.edu or call 650-723-3811.

Ragazzi Continuo, a men’s 
ensemble of eight graduates of the 
Ragazzi Boys Chorus, will perform 
Gregorian chant and Christmas 
carols including “The Holly and the 
Ivy” at two upcoming concerts: 8 
p.m. Dec. 14 at Valley Presbyterian 
Church, 945 Portola Road, Portola 
Valley; and 7 p.m. Dec. 22 at Wood-
side Village Church, 3154 Wood-
side Road, Woodside. Tickets are 
$18-$20. Go to ragazzicontinuo.org 
or call 650-342-8785.

The 40-voice Silicon Valley Boy-
choir sings family songs for the 
holidays at a 5 p.m. concert on 
Dec. 15 at First Baptist Church, 
305 N. California Ave., Palo Alto. 
Go to svboychoir.org or call 650-
424-1242.

HaShirim, a community choral 
group, performs a Hanukkah con-
cert of Jewish songs from 3 to 4 p.m. 
Dec. 16 in the Schultz Cultural Arts 
Hall at the Oshman Family Jewish 
Community Center, 3921 Fabian 
Way, Palo Alto. Admission is $5 
general and free for JCC members. 
Go to paloaltojcc.org or call 650-
223-8664.

Carols ring with gospel soul as 
the Oakland Interfaith Gospel 
Choir sings its annual holiday con-
cert at the Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts at 500 
Castro St. This year’s performance 
is Dec. 21 at 7:30 p.m.; admission 
is $36 general, $31 for seniors and 
students, and $28 for children ages 
12 and under. Go to oigc.org or call 
650-903-6000.

DANCE
Santa hats, feather boas and 

saddle shoes are all part of Smuin 
Ballet’s “The Christmas Ballet, 
2012 Edition,” which dances across 
the Mountain View Center for the 
Performing Arts Stage from Nov. 
28 through Dec. 2 this year. Both 
afternoon and evening shows are 
planned at 500 Castro St., with 
tickets ranging from $23 to $68. 
Go to smuinballet.org or call 650-
903-6000.

Western Ballet brings its 50th 
annual rendition of “The Nut-
cracker” to the Mountain View 
Center for the Performing Arts 

at 500 Castro St. from Dec. 7-9. 
Admission for the afternoon and 
evening performances is $30 gen-
eral, $25 for seniors and students, 
and $23 for children ages 12 and 
under. Go to westernballet.org or 
call 650-903-6000.

“The Nutcracker” comes to 
Spangenberg Theatre at 780 Aras-
tradero Road in Palo Alto Dec. 7-9, 
presented by Dance Connection of 
Palo Alto. Afternoon and evening 
performances are planned; tickets 
are $14-$25. Go to danceconnec-
tionpaloalto.com or call 650-322-
7032.

“’Twas the Night Before Christ-
mas” will be performed Dec. 9, 15 
and 16 by Dancers Repertory The-
atre and the Menlo Park Academy 
of Dance in 1 and 4 p.m. shows at 
Woodside High School’s perform-
ing-arts center, 199 Churchill Ave., 
Woodside. Tickets are $12-$20. Go 
to twasthenight.org.

A fairy tale from the Russian for-
est, set to music by Tchaikovsky and 
Rimsky-Korsakov, comes to the 
stage in the Bayer Ballet Company’s 
“A Winter Fairy Tale,” performed 
Dec. 14 at 7 p.m., Dec. 15 at 5:30 
p.m., and Dec. 16 at 2:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $30 general and $25 for 
seniors and students; performances 
are at the Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts at 500 Cas-
tro St. Go to bayerballetacademy.
com or call 650-903-6000.

ARTS & CRAFTS 
AND EXHIBITS

Palo Alto’s Fibre Arts Design 
gallery is holding a design and gift 
show through Nov. 25, showing 
such artistic creations as jewelry, 
ceramics, handbags and clothing in 
hopes of having them adorn holiday 
shopping lists. The gallery is open 
Tuesday through Friday from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and weekends from 

noon to 4 p.m., at 935 Industrial 
Ave. Go to fibreartsdesign.com or 
call 650-485-2121.

Gallery House hosts its annual 
holiday show, with longer hours for 
showing and selling its members’ 
artistic creations from Nov. 23 
through Dec. 24. During the time, 
the gallery at 320 S. California Ave. 
in Palo Alto will be open Monday 
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
8 p.m. and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Go to galleryhouse2.com or 
call 650-326-1668.

Hundreds of Nativity scenes 
from around the world are on dis-
play Dec. 1-5 at the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 3865 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. The 
annual Christmas creche exhibit
also includes marionette shows and 
performances by the Menlo Min-
strels and other groups. Admission 
is free to the exhibit, which is open 
each day from noon to 9 p.m. Go 
to christmascreche.org or call 650-
856-3781.

The Portola Art Gallery is focus-
ing on smaller works in its Decem-
ber exhibit, with an eye to art that 
could make a good holiday gift. 
“Small Works & Treasures” runs 
the whole month, with paintings 
and fine-art photos by its member 
artists. The gallery is at the Allied 
Arts Guild, 75 Arbor Road, Menlo 
Park, open Monday through Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Go 
to portolaartgallery.com or call 
650-321-0220.

Handmade toys, fine art, orna-
ments, strolling singers and eco-
friendly gifts are among the offer-
ings at Peninsula School’s annual 
December craft fair at 920 Pen-
insula Way in Menlo Park from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec. 2. Admission is 
free, with proceeds from the sales 
benefiting the school and its stu-
dents. Go to peninsulaschool.org 
or call 650-325-1584.

KIDS AND FAMILIES
The Westwind Community Barn 

hosts its annual holiday barn-
lighting on Dec. 2, with cookies 
and hot cider; children’s games, 
crafts and pony rides; student 
groups singing; and Pony Club and 
4-H members demonstrating horse 
grooming and management skills. 
The free event happens from 1 to 
4 p.m. at 27210 Altamont Road, 
Los Altos Hills. Go to losaltoshills.
ca.gov.

Ladera Garden 
and Gifts 

3130 Alpine Road 
Portola Valley
650.854.3850

Thank You for 
your loyal 

support throughout 
the years.

See HOLIDAY EVENTS, page 24

Continued from previous page 

The Ragazzi Boys Chorus sings songs 
of winter Dec. 1 in Palo Alto.

Smuin Ballet dancer Jonathan Powell in “Drummer Boy” in the holiday program.
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F
or many families, selecting 
the just-right Christmas 
tree is an early segue into 

the holiday season. Should it be 
the classic Noble fir or a stretch 
— maybe a Nordmann fir?

Beginning the day after Thanks-
giving, several nonprofits will 
open their annual Christmas-tree 
lots, with some offering snow-
flocking and flame-proofing, as 
well as delivery service and set-up 
at home. 

New this year at Webb Ranch in 
Portola Valley, which is celebrating 
its 50th season, are “Cookies with 
Santa,” a free gift for return cus-
tomers. The gift includes a jar of 
ingredients that makes just under 
two dozen chocolate-chip cookies, 
R.J. Rudikoff, managing partner 
with Webb Ranch, Inc., said.

On Fridays, after school, kids 
can sample cookies and get their 
photos snapped with Santa him-
self.

“We’re trying to have a picture 
environment,” with snow-

men, penguins and sleigh 
cutouts, Rudikoff added.

But true tree aficiona-
dos might want to make 

a day of choosing and 
cutting, then picnicking in 

Los Gatos at the Patchen Califor-
nia Christmas Tree Farms. n 

— Carol Blitzer

Nativity School Christmas 
Tree Lot
Location: 1250 Laurel St., Menlo 
Park
Dates, hours: Nov. 23 through Dec. 
15, Tuesday-Thursday, 4 to 8 p.m.; 
Friday, 4 to 9 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Opening day 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; closing 
day 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Kinds of trees: Douglas, Fraser, 
Grand and Noble firs from Oregon, 2 to 
14 feet (fresh cut and stand available)
Other items:  Wreaths (20 to 
30 inches in diameter), candy cane 
wreaths, Advent wreaths and garland. 
Delivery to Menlo Park, Atherton, Palo 
Alto and Redwood City; discount on 
multiple trees to same address. Flame-
proofing available.
Benefits: educational and extracur-
ricular programs at Nativity School; 
staffed by parent and community 
volunteers
Prices: $20 to $409 (pre-order 
form on website); 6- to 7-foot tree is 
$49-$72
Information: 650-275-3750 or 
www.nativitytrees.com

Menlo Park Kiwanis  
Christmas Tree Lot
Location: on Stanford University 
campus next to the football stadium 
on El Camino Real at Embarcadero 
Road 
Dates, hours: opens Nov. 23, 
weekdays 2 to 8 p.m., weekends 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m.
Kinds of trees: Noble firs from 
Oregon
Other items: delivery available
Benefits: Kiwanis Club of Menlo 

Park, which provides scholarships for 
Menlo-Atherton High School students, 
and donations to St. Anthony’s Padua 
Dining Room, rebuilding Together, 
Project Read/Menlo Park Library

Santa’s Village
Location: Webb Ranch, 2720 Alpine 
Road, Portola Valley
Dates, hours: Nov. 23 through Dec. 
24, daily 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Kinds of trees: Douglas, Grand, 

Noble and Silvertip firs from Washing-
ton and Oregon
Other items: Wreaths, garlands, 
poinsettias, boughs, mistletoe
Extras: Help choosing, wrapping, 
loading, plus delivery available; 
snow flocking, fire retardant, 
free net wrap and tie down
Prices: $14.95-$700 (18-foot 
range); 6- to 7-foot trees $47-
$98; live ones from $9.99
Information:  650-854-5417 or 
www.webbranchinc.com

Kiwanis Christmas Tree Lot
Location: Lucky Market parking 
lot, Foothill Expressway at Arboretum 
(2175 Grant Road, Los Altos)
Dates, hours: Nov. 23 (opens 10 
a.m.) through Dec. 16; weekdays 3 to 

7:30 p.m.; weekends 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Kinds of trees: Noble firs, 2 to 13 
feet
Other items: Tree stands, wreaths, 
garlands, table decorations; set up and 

delivery for a fee
Prices:  $19-$359; 6- to 7-foot 
tree is $75
Benefits: Kiwanis Club of Los 
Altos Foundation

Information: 650-988-
9900 or http://lakc.netfirms.com/

TreeLot.htm

MVLA High School Sports 
Booster Christmas Tree Lot
Location: 1035 El Monte Road, 
Mountain View, Corner of El Camino 
Real and El Monte Road (in the Block-
buster/CVS parking lot)

Dates, hours: Nov. 23 through Dec. 
17, weekdays 4 to 7 p.m., weekends 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Kinds of trees: Noble firs from 
Oregon, 3 to 11 feet
Extras: Free bagging, fresh cut. Trees 
are guaranteed; if dry out early, free 
tree next Christmas season
Prices: $25-$200, tax-deductible (6- 
to 7-foot tree is $75)
Benefits: supports athletics and af-
ter-school programs in the Mountain 
View Los Altos Union High School 
District; buyers can direct up to 20 
percent of purchase to any school or 
organization
Information: mvlatrees.com or 
reindeer@mvlatrees.com

Saturday, December 1st • 11:30 am-1:00pm
Santa at Konditorei: Photos by Susan Thomas

The Ladera 

Country 

Shopper

Merchant’s 

Holiday Fair

~ Plus ~ 
Ladera Garden & Gifts: Bulb Planting 

Bianchini’s Market: Matt’s Famous eggnog 
& food tasting 

Lobster Shack: The Balloon Lady & 
The Windy Hill Bluegrass Band

Amigos Grill: Piñata 
Pasquale’s West Coast Pizzeria: 

Madrigal Singers
UPS: Greeting cards for soldiers  & Toys for Tots

Portola Kitchen: Make your own 
candy cane reindeer

Alpine Optometry: Holiday cards
Ladera Cleaners and Diane’s Beauty: Holiday candy

Chase Bank: Cookies and drinks and gifts

O Tannenbaum
Where can you find fresh-cut trees for Christmas?

❉

❉
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C
hristmas has come to be associated 
with spectacle and glitz. With their 
deep-colored shimmering tinsel, end-

less strings of dazzlingly bright multi-colored 
lights, and increasingly (and disturbingly) 
realistic depictions of playful cherubs and 
pious seraphim, house and tree decorations 
may be the worst offenders of the wintertime 
gaudiness arms race. 

Why not try ornaments that are more reserved 
and subdued? Using soft, tasteful colors and simple 
and easy-to-create designs, the restrained crafter 
can make ornaments that keep up with the Jones’, 
but won’t induce headaches when looked at.

Nancy Van Susteren has been creating home-
made decorations for years; she contributed the 
following instructions for paper stars:

Paper stars
These easy-to-make holiday stars are construct-

ed with paper temporary blinds found at Lowes 
or Home Depot for less than $5 each. They filter 
light nicely and look elegant hanging in front of a 
window. If allowed to hang freely from a skylight 
or cathedral ceiling, they will twist and turn gently 
in the wind.

Supplies:
temporary paper blinds 
cutting surface 
straight edge 
box cutter with new cutting blade
single-hole punch
hole reinforcements (not shown)
glue or glue stick
heavy-duty white thread and needle
scissors

Life on the prairie, Yuletide-style, 
comes to life in Peninsula Youth 
Theatre’s production of “A Little 
House Christmas,” presented on 
the SecondStage at the Mountain 
View Center for the Performing 
Arts, 500 Castro St., on Dec. 7 at 
9:30 and 11 a.m. and Dec. 8 at 11:30 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Tickets are $8 on 
Friday and $10 on Saturday. Go to 
pytnet.org or call 650-903-6000.

The model trains roll and the 
LEGO skyscrapers climb in the 
annual LEGO and train holiday 
display at the Museum of Ameri-
can Heritage at 351 Homer Ave. in 
Palo Alto. The sweeping display is 
open Dec. 7 through Jan. 13, Friday 
through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Admission is $2 general 
(free for museum members). Go to 
moah.org or call 650-321-1004.

More trains can be seen at the 
annual Christmas show presented 
by the West Bay Model Railroad 
Association from noon to 6 p.m. 
Dec. 8 and noon to 5 p.m. Dec. 9, 
in the former baggage building near 
the Menlo Park train station at 1090 
Merrill St. Admission is free. Call 
650-322-0685.

POTPOURRI
The Filoli mansion and gardens 

hosts its annual nine-day “Holiday 
Traditions” event from Nov. 23 
through Dec. 1 at 86 Cañada Road 
in Woodside. Holiday decorations 
and gifts are planned, along with 
a holiday shopping evening and 
a Nov. 24 performance by the Joe 
Sharino Band. Go to filoli.org or 
call 650-364-8300.

Visitors tour holiday-decorated 
homes in Atherton as part of “Fin-
ishing Touches: A Holiday Tour 
of Fine Homes & Boutique,” put 
on by the Junior League of Palo 
Alto/Mid Peninsula. Tours and 
related events are Nov. 30 and Dec. 
1; tickets are $40 and up. Go to 
juniorleaguehometour.com.

Hanukkah: It’s not just for 
dreidels anymore. Hillel at Stanford 
hosts “Light It Up! ‘Casino Royale’ 
Style, a black-tie Hanukkah party 
for young adults ages 21 and up, 
starting at 9 p.m. Dec. 8. The event 
at 565 Mayfield Ave. on campus 
will include a DJ, dancing, black-
jack, food, a bar and even dreidel 
games; tickets are $15 online and 
$20 at the door. Go to paloaltojcc.
org or call 650-223-8605.

Los Angeles comedian Avi Liber-
man headlines the annual evening 
of comedy and Chinese food 
known as “Chopshticks” starting 
at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 24. He’s been on 
The Late Late Show with Craig 
Ferguson, as well as E! and Com-
edy Central. “Chopshticks” is at 
the Oshman Family Jewish Com-
munity Center at 3921 Fabian Way 
in Palo Alto; tickets are $50 gen-
eral and $47 for students and JCC 
members in advance, and $55 for 
everyone at the door. Go to paloal-
tojcc.org or call 650-223-8664. A

Home-made ornaments 
can become part of the 

holiday tradition
Décor without dazzle

2. Cut one peak in half for gluing star 
together. 

4. Put a thin coat of glue over the entire sur-
face of the half peak you cut in step 2.

5. Roll paper blind into loose cylinder shape 
and glue half peak to full peak on other end, 
matching edges so that they form another 
corresponding peak. If edges don’t quite 
match, trim with scissors. 

1. Using a cutting surface (the pictures show 
a quilt cutting board, but a kitchen cutting 
board would work, as well), place a straight 
edge on top of the folded blind at a very sharp 
or acute angle, and slowly and gently slice 
through all the layers of folds, a few folds at a 
time, moving the cut layers out of the way. 

6. Thread white heavy-duty thread or light 
string (using a large needle makes it easier) 
through all the holes.

7. Hold both ends of string in one hand and 
gently press the star f lat. 

8. Gently (but snugly) tie the two ends of 
the string together, and cut the string close 
to the knot. 
Using paper punch, punch hole in one peak 
or valley, reinforce with a hole reinforcement. 
Hang and enjoy. 
It’s important to remember that the length 
a blind is cut will be half the diameter of the 
actual star, so a 3-inch cut will make a 6-inch 
star. Different sized stars have different uses: 
a small star (3 to 6 inches in diameter) might 
work well for a Christmas tree ornament, 
while a larger star could be perfect for hang-
ing in a window.
One blind can make quite a few stars, 
depending on the size of the blind and the 
stars. In order for a star to look its best, there 
should be between two and four times as 
many “ridges” as the length of the cut. For 
example, a star with a 3-inch cut (which will 
make a 6-inch star) would need between six 
and 12 ridges, plus a half ridge for gluing. 
That means a single cut could yield two to 
three smaller stars or a single larger star.

3. Punch holes on bottom, straight edge of 
star, about a quarter inch from edge and 
roughly in the middle of the fold a couple 
of folds at a time. You can use a previous 
hole as a template to make the hole locations 
consistent. 

by Eric Van Susteren

HOLIDAY EVENTS 
continued from page 22



Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S 

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with 

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

 fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL 
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE 
650/326-8216

 Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!!
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    The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to errors. 
Embarcadero Media cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or performance 
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media has the 
right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad solely 
at its discretion without prior notice.
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with a Customer Sales
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So, the next time you have
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in
your local newspapers,
reaching more than 150,000
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!!
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
Bird Sitting

FREE Bathroom Vanity

Spring Down Horse Show

Stanford music tutoring

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Attend College Online 
100%. *Medical, *Business, *Criminal 
Justice, *Hospitality, *Web. Job 
placement assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV authorized. Call 888-210-5162
www.CenturaOnline.com (Cal-SCAN)

Aviation Maintenance Tech 
Airline Careers begin here – 
FAA approved training. Financial 
assistance available. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 888-242-3382. (Cal-SCAN)

German language class

Instruction for Hebrew 
Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
For Affiliated and Unaffiliated 
George Rubin, M.A. in 
Hebrew/Jewish Education 
650/424-1940

133 Music Lessons
A Piano Teacher 
Children and Adults
Ema Currier, 650/493-4797

Barton-Holding Music Studio 
Accepting new students for private vocal 
lessons. All levels. Call Laura Barton, 
650/965-0139

Hope Street Music Studios 
In downtown Mtn.View. Most Instruments 
voice. All ages & levels 650-961-2192 
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

Jazz & Pop Piano Lessons 
Learn how to build chords and impro-
vise. Bill Susman, M.A., Stanford. 
(650)906-7529

Music lessons for children

Piano Lessons in your home 
Children and adults. Christina Conti, 
B.M. 15+ yrs exp. 650/493-6950 

PIANO, VIOLIN, GUITAR LESSONS

135 Group Activities
Learn to Square Dance

Tellabration! Storytelling 11/17

Thanks to St Jude

140 Lost & Found
Found: Small Dog 
We found a small dog on Southampton 
Drive, off Middlefield Road on November 
5. Please call us if you lost your dog: 
(650) 322-2483

Lost Bracelet 
Hawaiian gold bangle. 11/11, vic. 
Florence/Marsh, RWC/MP border, near 
Starbucks. Reward. Huge sentimental 
value. 650/326-4990

Lost Man’s Ring 
Gold, engraved w/EIMAC. 11/12, vic. 
El Camino/85, Central and Rengstorff 
or Trader Joe’s MV. Reward, huge senti-
mental keepsake. 650/948-2239

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE BOOKS/HELP PA LIBRARIES

150 Volunteers
Fosterers Needed for Moffet Cats

FRIENDS OF THE PA LIBRARY

STANFORD FLU VACCINE STUDY

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

 Vintage RV 1967 Columbus 
Cruiser 
30ft. all electric interior motorhome. 
Original cabinetry and dinette, new 
carpeting and drapes. Exterior repaint-
ed. Many updates, meticulous mainte-
nance with receipts available. See at
www.1967classiccustommotorhome.
com. mscully@vbbn.com 

Chevrolet 1970 Chevelle 
1970 Chevrolet Chevelle SS 396/350HP, 
original, $7800 OBO, email or call for details: 
brandty6@msn.com / 520-955-6232.

Toyota 2003 Camry - $2500

202 Vehicles Wanted
CASH FOR CARS: 
Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We
Come To You! Call For Instant Offer: 
1-888-420-3808 www.cash4car.com 
(AAN CAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat 
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
888-902-6851. (Cal-SCAN)

Hyundai 2000-2005 Sonata - $ negotiab

230 Freebies
Microwave - FREE

245 Miscellaneous
AT&T U-verse 
for just $29/mo! BUNDLE & SAVE with 
AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and get a FREE 
pre-paid Visa Card! (select plans). Hurry, 
call now! 800-319-3280. (Cal-SCAN)

Cable TV-Internet-Phone 
Save! Packages start at $89.99/mo (for 
12 months.) Options from ALL major 
service providers. Call Acceller today 
to learn more! CALL 1-888-897-7650. 
(Cal-SCAN)

DirecTV 
for $29.99/mo for 24 months. Over 140 
channels. FREE HD-DVR Upgrade! FREE 
NFL Sunday Ticket w/CHOICE Package! 
Call TODAY for details 1-888-721-2794. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Highspeed Internet 
everywhere by satellite! Speeds up to 
12mbps! (200x faster than dial-up.) 
Starting at $49.95/mo. 
CALL NOW & GO FAST!
1-888-718-6268. (Cal-SCAN)

Bev Air Undercounter Refrigerato

Brand new Jenn-air dishwasher - $700

Commercial Kitchen Fridge & Free

Kid’s
Stuff

330 Child Care 
Offered
Mother helper!!!!

Venus’ Little Stars Daycare.

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
College Admissions Counseling

PIANO AND RECORDER LESSONS

Spanish tutor

355 Items for Sale
3/4YrsBoyclothesmajorityNew/tags

4 Teletubbies 6” $5

4 Thomas and Friends DVD’s

4YrsBibbsnowpants+DownJacket$30

AwardwinningSupermanJuniorLAPTOP

BabyBlanketsThick/ThinBagfull$20

Boy shoes 8-13 toddler $4each

BOY0-6MonthsClothesw/tags$50

Boy5/6Yrs clothes$40 manyjackets

Kids Accordian and zylophone$15

PowerRanger outfit$5

420 Healing/
Bodywork
Schwinn Airdyne Comp bicycle - $340

425 Health Services
Diabetics with Medicare 
Get a FREE Talking Meter and
diabetic testing supplies at No Cost, 
plus FREE home delivery! Best of all, this 
meter eliminates painful finger pricking! 
Call 888-781-9376. (Cal-SCAN)

Female Hair Loss 
Over 30 Million Women Suffer From 
Hair Loss! Do you? If So We Have a
Solution! CALL KERANIQUE TO FIND OUT 
MORE 888-690-0395. (Cal-SCAN)

Medical Alert for Seniors 
24/7 monitoring. FREE Equipment. 
FREE Shipping. Nationwide Service. 
$29.95/Month CALL Medical Guardian
Today 866-944-5935. (Cal-SCAN)

Sleep Apnea Sufferers 
Get Free CPAP Replacement Supplies at No 
Cost, plus FREE home delivery! Best of all,
prevent red skin sores and bacterial infec-
tion! Call 888-699-7660. (Cal-SCAN)

475 Psychotherapy & 
Counseling

Counseling Services 
Mental Research Institute clinics 
offer low cost counseling services by
appointment for individuals,
couples, families and children in English, 
Spanish, and Mandarin. Location: 555
Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto. For
information, call 650/321-3055 

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Family Childcare Assistant/Teacher 
Mountain View. M/W 8:15-1:30. Fluent 
English & legal to work. (650) 917-9501 
ask for Mitiko. 

Leasing Consultant 
Want to learn Affordable Housing? 
VPM Management will TRAIN an indi-
vidual with previous leasing experi-
ence, along with strong administrative, 
follow-through and customer service 
skills to work as a Full-Time Leasing 
Consultant at an upscale senior apart-
ment community located in San Bruno. 

Main responsibilities include, rent-
ing apartments, ensuring compli-
ance with all fair housing and afford-
able housing requirements. Will also 
assist with the re-certification process.

We offer a competitive compensation 
package of up to $14.00 per hr plus 
paid medical/dental/vision, vacation 
holidays 401(k) benefits and more...

Must have an attention to detail and pos-
sess outstanding organization, admin-
istrative and customer service skills. 
Previous affordable housing experience 
a plus.

Restaurant 
Cafe Borrone is now hiring
enthusiastic individuals who enjoy work-
ing in a fast paced environment and 
providing excellent customer service. 
Full and Part time positions available. 
Will work with school schedule. Apply 
in person, 1010 El Camino, Menlo Park.

560 Employment 
Information
$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases from 
Home! No Experience Necessary! Call our 
Live Operators Now! 
1-800-405-7619 EXT 2450 
http://www.easywork-greatpay.com 
(AAN CAN)

AIRLINE CAREERS 
Become an Aviation Maintenance Tech. 
FAA approved training. Financial aid 
if qualified – Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 877-492-3059 
(AAN CAN)

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
 from Home. *Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice,
*Hospitality. Job placement assistance. 
Computer available. Financial Aid if 
qualified. SCHEV authorized. 
Call 800-481-9472 
www.CenturaOnline.com (AAN CAN)

Driver: Choose Hometime 
$0.01 increase per mile after 6 months 
and 12 months.$0.03 Quarterly Bonus. 
Requires 3 months recent experience. 
800-414-9569 www.driveknight.com

Drivers: 12 Needed 
Apply Now! T 5% Pay & Late Model 
Equip. Guaranteed Home for Xmas, 
Need CDL Class A Driving Exp. 
877-258-8782 www.addrivers.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

EARN $500 A DAY 
Airbrush & Media Makeup Artists
For: Ads - TV - Film - Fashion
Train & Build Portfolio in 1 week
Lower Tuition for 2012 
AwardMakeupSchool.com

Help Wanted!!! 
Make $1000 a week mailing brochures 
from home! FREE Supplies! Helping 
Home-Workers since 2001! Genuine 
Opportunity! No experience required. 
Start Immediately! www.mailing-usa.com 
(AAN CAN)

NEW inventions 
and Product IDEAS WANTED!
Free info & confidential consultation on 
your idea at DAVISON.
Call toll free at 1-800-428-5116 Today. 
Fee-based service.

Business
Services

615 Computers
My Computer Works 
Computer problems? Viruses, spyware, 
email, printer issues, bad internet con-
nections - FIX IT NOW! Professional, U.S.-
based technicians. $25 off ser-
vice. Call for immediate help.
1-888-865-0271 (Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
Credit Card Debt 
Cut payments by up to half. Stop 
creditors from calling. 888-416-2691. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Reverse Mortgage? 
Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage? 
At least 62 years old? Stay in your
home & increase cash flow! Safe and 
Effective! Call Now for your free DVD! 
Call Now 888-698-3165. (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
Classified Advertising 
The business that considers itself immune 
to advertising, finds itself immune to 
business. Reach Californias with a 
Classified ad in almost every county! 
Over 270 newspapers! Combo~California 
Daily and Weekly Networks. Free 
Brochures. elizabeth@cnpa.com or
(916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Classified Advertising 
Advertise in 240 California newspa-
pers for one low cost. Your 25 word 
classified ad will reach over 6 mil-
lion+ Californians. For brochure call
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Did You Know 
that Ten Million adults tweeted in the 
past month, while 164 million read a 
newspaper in print or online in the past 
week?

Display Business Card Ad 
Many a small thing has been made 
large by the right kind of advertising 
– Mark Twain. Advertise your business 
card sized ad in 140 California
newspapers for one low cost. 
Reach over 3 million+ Californians. 
Free brochure elizabeth@cnpa.com 
(916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

710 Carpentry
Cabinetry-Individual Designs 
Precise, 3-D Computer Modeling: 
Mantels * Bookcases * Workplaces 
* Wall Units * Window Seats.
Ned Hollis, 650/856-9475

715 Cleaning 
Services
Family House Service 
Weekly or bi-weekly green cleaning. 
Comm’l., residential, apts. HOnest, 
reliable, family owned. Refs. Sam, 
650/315-6681. 

Orkopina Housecleaning
“The BEST Service for You”

Bonded      Since 1985      Insured
Trustworthy Detailed

Laundr W Walls/Windows
Out

W Work
650-962-1536  - Lic. 20624

www.orkopinabestcleaningservice.com

To place a Classified ad
in The Almanac call 326-8216

or online at fogster.com

To place a Classified ad in The Almanac, 

The Palo Alto Weekly or The Mountain View Voice 

call 326-8216 or at fogster.com

No phone number in the ad? 
GO TO FOGSTER.COM



fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
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TIDY CLEANERS  
House cleaning, offices, move-in/out, 
windows. 20 yrs., Exp.,  
650-839-3768 or 650-630-5059

730 Electrical
A FAST RESPONSE!  
lic #545936 Bob 650-343-5125. www.
HillsboroughElectric.com

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
Beckys Landscape  
Weekly/periodic maint. Annual rose/fruit 
tree pruning, clean-ups, irrigation, sod, 
planting, raised beds. Power washing. 
650/444-3030

LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maintenance*New 
Lawns*Clean Ups*Tree 
Trimming*Wood Fences* 
Rototilling*Power Washing*irrigation 
timer programming. 17 years experi-
ence. Call Ramon 650-576-6242

Leo Garcia Landscape/
Maintenance  
Lawn and irrig. install, clean-ups. 
Res. and comml. maint. Free Est. 
Lic. 823699. 650/369-1477.

Mario’s Gardening  
Maintenance, clean-ups. Free est. 
650/365-6955; 650/995-3822

Tired of Mow, Blow and Go?  
Owner operated, 40 years exp. All phas-
es of gardening/landscaping. Refs. Call 
Eric, 408/356-1350

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more 
in labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include their 
license numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s status at 
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

757 Handyman/
Repairs

AAA HANDYMAN
AND MORE

Repair  

Lic.# 468963    Since 1976   Licensed & Insured

650-222-2517
Complete ome Repair
Maintenanc
emodelin

Professional Painting
Carpentr
Plumbing

Custom Cabine Desig
Deck ence
An Much More

650.529.1662
650.483.4227

ABLE 
HANDYMAN 

FRED
30 Years Experience

HANDY “Ed” MAN

FREE ESTIMA

E D  R O D R I G U E Z
(650)465-9163 (650)570-5274

Jeff’s Handyman and Repair  
Free est. 10% SENIOR Discount.  
“No Job Too Small.” Call Jeff, 
650/933-7021

759 Hauling
# J & G HAULING SERVICE  
Misc., office, garage, storage, old 
furniture, mattress, green waste and 
yard junk. clean-ups. Licensed & 
insured. FREE EST. 650/368-8810 
(see my Yelp reviews)

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
45 yrs. #351738. 650/322-8325

STYLE PAINTING  
Full service painting. Insured. Lic. 
903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering  
Concrete, asphalt, sealing, pavers, new 
construct, repairs.  
34 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Lic #663703 * 650/814-5572

779 Organizing 
Services
End the Clutter & Get Organized  
Residential Organizing  
by Debra Robinson  
(650)941-5073

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Mountain View, 2 BR/2 BA - $2500/mont

805 Homes for Rent
Los Altos, 2 BR/2 BA - $3900

Menlo Park  
 Location W/S : 3Br,2Ba, DR,Family 
Rm, Lv Rm Fireplace, Hardwood 
Floors, Gardener, No Smoking or Pets 
$5,000.00Mo Las Lomitas Schools 
650-598-7047

Menlo Park - $5,000.00

Palo Alto..channing Av, 4 BR/2 BA - $5000.

Woodside - 2,200 mont

Woodside, 2 BR/2 BA - 2,200 mont

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM  
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://
www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

Los Altos Hills, 1 BR/1 BA - $850/month

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Oceanfront Condos  
Luxury 2BR/2BA was $850k now 
$399,900 Resort Spa Restaurant Golf 
Marina www.MarinSemiahmoo.com 
1-888-996-2746 x5464. (Cal-SCAN)

Castro Valley: 3BR, 1 1/2BA  
Affordable house in the bay area. View 
of the bay, pleasant neighborhood, 
fireplace, backyard, dog run & out-
side room. Must see to appreciate. 
$330.000 650-630-5244

Los Altos, 3 BR/2 BA - $799000

Palo Alto - $1250.00

Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA - $899000

Palo Alto, 4 BR/3.5 BA - $3295000

Redwood City, 3 BR/1 BA - $839950

Sunnyvale, 3 BR/2 BA - $599999

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
Christmas Week - Rancho Mirage

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
20 ACRES FREE  
Buy 40-Get 60 acres. $0-Down, $168/
month. Money back guarantee. NO CREDIT 
CHECKS. Beautiful views. Roads/surveyed. 
Near El Paso, Texas. 1-800-843-7537 
www.SunsetRanches.com (AAN CAN)

Texas Hill Country  
Land Bargain! 8.4 Acres - just $99,900 
Huge live oak trees, 30 mile views, in heart 
of Texas Wine Country. Close to medical. 
Low taxes (ag exempt). Utilities included. 
Buy now- build later. Lowest financing in his-
tory! Call now 800-511-2430, x 440.

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
ADAM’S FIRE STOP 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 252939  
The following Person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Adam’s Fire Stop, located at 3100 
Rolison Rd., Redwood City, CA 94063; 
Mail Address: PO Box 61071, Palo Alto, 
CA 94306. 
Is (Are) hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): 
ADAM R. LIBERATORE 
3101 Louis Rd. 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
 This business is conducted by: An 
Individual. 
 The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed herein on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on October 29, 2012. 
(ALM Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2012)

AVELLINO LAB USA, INC 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 252928  
The following Person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Avellino Lab USA, Inc., located at 1505 
Adams Drive, Suite B2, Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County. 
Is (Are) hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): 
AVELLINO LAB USA, INC. 
1505 Adams Drive, Suite B2 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
 This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation. 
 The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed herein on 10/02/2012. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on October 26, 2012. 
(ALM Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2012)

LAMARQUE’S 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 253091  
The following Person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Lamarque’s, located at 1139 Carlton 
Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County. 
Is (Are) hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): 
SILVIA LAMARQUE 
1139 Carlton Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
MARTIN LAMARQUE 
1139 Carlton Ave 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
 This business is conducted by: 
Husband & Wife. 
 The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed herein on 11/01/2012. 
 This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 7, 2012. 
(ALM Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 2012)

PICCOLO RISTORANTE ITALIANO 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 253114  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Piccolo Ristorante Italiano, located 
at 651 H Oak Grove, Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County. 
 Registered owner(s): 
 ELIO D’URZO 
1219 Alameda de las Pulgas 
Belmont, CA 94002 
 This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed herein on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 7, 2012. 
(ALM Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 2012)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO 
Case No.: CIV516999  
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
Petitioner: STEVE ROBERT PARDINI filed 
a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows: 
STEVE ROBERT PARDINI, STAV ROBERT 
PARDINI, STAVROS PARDINI to STAVROS 
ROBERT PARDINI. 
 THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the peti-
tion should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing. 
NOTICE OF HEARING: 
December 11, 2012, 9:00 a.m., Dept.: 
PJ, Room: 2E of the Superior Court of 
California, County of San Mateo, locat-
ed at 400 County Center, Redwood 
City, CA 94063. 
 A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE shall be published at least once 
each week for four successive weeks 
prior to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following newspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this 
county: 
 THE ALMANAC. 
Date: October 18, 2012 
/s/ Joseph C. Scott 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2012)

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: 
TWILA S. COE 
Case No.: 122816 
 To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the will 
or estate, or both, of TWILA S. COE. 
 A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: A.V. ROBERTSON COE, III in the 
Superior Court of California, County of 
SAN MATEO. 
 The Petition for Probate requests that: 
A.V. ROBERTSON COE, III be appointed 
as personal representative to adminis-
ter the estate of the decedent. 
 The petition requests the decedent’s 
will and codicils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in the file kept 
by the court.  
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the person-
al representative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to inter-
ested persons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent administration 
authority will be granted unless an inter-
ested person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.  
A HEARING on the petition will be held 
on December 4, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. 
in Dept.: 28 of the Superior Court of 
California, County of San Mateo, locat-
ed at 400 County Center, Redwood 
City, CA 94063.  
If you object to the granting of the peti-
tion, you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.  
If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within four 
months from the date of first issuance 
of letters as provided in Probate Code 
section 9100. The time for filing claims 
will not expire before four months from 
the hearing date noticed above. 
 You may examine the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory 
and appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided in 

Probate Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is available 
from the court clerk.  
Attorney for Petitioner: 
/s/ Douglas P. Barnes 
Douglas P. Barnes, A Professional Law 
Corporation 
210 Almendra Avenue 
Los Gatos, CA 95030 
(408)395-4800 
(ALM Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2012)

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE 
Trustee Sale No. 429477CA Loan 
No. 3013691526 Title Order No. 
602116228 YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
05-11-2007. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, 
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. 
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT 
A LAWYER. On 12-05-2012 at 01:00 
PM, CALIFORNIA RECONVEYANCE 
COMPANY as the duly appointed 
Trustee under and pursuant to Deed 
of Trust Recorded 05-18-2007, Book 
, Page , Instrument 2007-077183, 
of official records in the Office of 
the Recorder of SAN MATEO County, 
California, executed by: GEORGE 
PLAVJIAN, AN UNMARRIED MAN, as 
Trustor, WASHINGTON MUTUAL BANK, 
FA, as Beneficiary, will sell at public auc-
tion sale to the highest bidder for cash, 
cashier’s check drawn by a state or 
national bank, a cashier’s check drawn 
by a state or federal credit union, or a 
cashier’s check drawn by a state or fed-
eral savings and loan association, sav-
ings association, or savings bank speci-
fied in section 5102 of the Financial 
Code and authorized to do business in 
this state. Sale will be held by the duly 
appointed trustee as shown below, of 
all right, title, and interest conveyed to 
and now held by the trustee in the here-
inafter described property under and 
pursuant to the Deed of Trust. The sale 
will be made, but without covenant or 
warranty, expressed or implied, regard-
ing title, possession, or encumbrances, 
to pay the remaining principal sum of 
the note(s) secured by the Deed of 
Trust, interest thereon, estimated fees, 
charges and expenses of the Trustee 
for the total amount (at the time of the 
initial publication of the Notice of Sale) 
reasonably estimated to be set forth 
below. The amount may be greater 
on the day of sale. Place of Sale: THE 
MARSHALL STREET ENTRANCE TO 
THE HALL OF JUSTICE AND RECORDS, 
400 COUNTY CENTER, REDWOOD 
CITY, CA Legal Description: LOT 1, AS 
DESIGNATED ON THE MAP ENTITLED 
‘’ CARRIAGE SQUARE, ATHERTON, SAN 
MATEO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA ‘’, WHICH 
MAP WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
RECORDER OF THE COUNTY OF SAN 
MATEO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, ON 
MAY 4, 1955 IN BOOK 41 OF MAPS, 
AT PAGE 27. Amount of unpaid balance 
and other charges: $2,775,044.07 
(estimated) Street address and other 
common designation of the real prop-
erty: 1 SURREY LANE ATHERTON, CA 
94027 APN Number: 061-340-030 The 
undersigned Trustee disclaims any liabil-
ity for any incorrectness of the street 
address and other common designa-
tion, if any, shown herein. The property 
heretofore described is being sold 
“as is”. In compliance with California 
Civil Code 2923.5(c) the mortgagee, 
trustee, beneficiary, or authorized 
agent declares: that it has contacted 
the borrower(s) to assess their financial 
situation and to explore options to 
avoid foreclosure; or that it has made 
efforts to contact the borrower(s) to 
assess their financial situation and to 
explore options to avoid foreclosure 
by one of the following methods: by 
telephone; by United States mail; 
either 1st class or certified; by over-
night delivery; by personal delivery; 
by e-mail; by face to face meeting. 
DATE: 11-12-2012 CALIFORNIA 
RECONVEYANCE COMPANY, as Trustee 
DEREK WEAR-RENEE, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY California Reconveyance 
Company 9200 Oakdale Avenue Mail 
Stop: CA2-4379 Chatsworth, CA 91311 
800-892-6902 For Sales Information: 
www.lpsasap.com or 1-714-730-2727 
www.priorityposting.com or 1-714-573-
1965 www.auction.com or 1-800-280-
2832 CALIFORNIA RECONVEYANCE 
COMPANY IS A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 

USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. NOTICE TO 
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are consid-
ering bidding on this property lien, you 
should understand that there are risks 
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. 
You will be bidding on a lien, not on the 
property itself. Placing the highest bid 
at a trustee auction does not automati-
cally entitle you to free and clear owner-
ship of the property. You should also 
be aware that the lien being auctioned 
off may be a junior lien. If you are the 
highest bidder at the auction, you are 
or may be responsible for paying off all 
liens senior to the lien being auctioned 
off, before you can receive clear title 
to the property. You are encouraged 
to investigate the existence, priority, 
and size of outstanding liens that may 
exist on this property by contacting the 
county recorder’s office or a title insur-
ance company, either of which may 
charge you a fee for this information. If 
you consult either of these resources, 
you should be aware that the same 
lender may hold more than one mort-
gage or deed of trust on the property. 
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The 
sale date shown on this notice of sale 
may be postponed one or more times 
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, 
or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g 
of the California Civil Code. The law 
requires that information about trustee 
sale postponements be made available 
to you and to the public, as a courtesy 
to those not present at the sale. If you 
wish to learn whether your sale date 
has been postponed, and, if applicable, 
the rescheduled time and date for the 
sale of this property, this information 
can be obtained from one of the follow-
ing three companies: LPS Agency Sales 
and Posting at (714) 730-2727, or visit 
the Internet Web site www.lpsasap.
com (Registration required to search for 
sale information) or Priority Posting and 
Publishing at (714) 573-1965 or visit 
the Internet Web site www.prioritypost-
ing.com (Click on the link for “Advanced 
Search” to search for sale information), 
or auction.com at 1-800-280-2832 or 
visit the Internet Web site www.auction.
com, using the Trustee Sale No. shown 
above. Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in duration 
or that occur close in time to the 
scheduled sale may not immediately be 
reflected in the telephone information or 
on the Internet Web site. The best way 
to verify postponement information is to 
attend the scheduled sale.  
A-4323831 11/14/2012, 11/21/2012, 
11/28/2012 
ALM

T.S. No. T09-49592-CA / APN: 079-
182-090-5 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
A DEED OF TRUST DATED 01-28-
2004. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. A 
public auction sale to the highest bidder 
for cash, cashier’s check drawn on a 
state or national bank, check drawn 
by a state or federal credit union, or a 
check drawn by a state or federal sav-
ings and loan association, or savings 
association, or savings bank specified 
in Section 5102 of the Financial Code 
and authorized to do business in this 
state will be held by the duly appointed 
trustee as shown below, of all right, 
title, and interest conveyed to and now 
held by the trustee in the hereinafter 
described property under and pursuant 
to a Deed of Trust described below. 
The sale will be made, but without cove-
nant or warranty, expressed or implied, 
regarding title, possession, or encum-
brances, to pay the remaining principal 
sum of the note(s) secured by the Deed 
of Trust, with interest and late charges 
thereon, as provided in the note(s), 
advances, under the terms of the 
Deed of Trust, interest thereon, fees, 
charges and expenses of the Trustee 
for the total amount (at the time of the 
initial publication of the Notice of Sale) 
reasonably estimated to be set forth 
below. The amount may be greater on 
the day of sale. Pursuant to California 
Civil Code Section 2923.54 the under-
signed, on behalf of the beneficiary, 
loan servicer, or authorized agent, 
declares as follows: [ X ] The mortgage 
loan servicer has obtained from the 
commissioner a final or temporary 
order of exemption pursuant to Section 
2923.53 that is current and valid on the 
date the notice of sale is filed and [ X ] 
The timeframe for giving notice of sale 
specified in subdivision (a) of Section 
2923.52 does not apply pursuant to 
Section 2923.52 or 2923.55 Notice to 
Potential Bidders If you are considering 
bidding on this property lien, you should 
understand that there are risks involved 
in bidding at a trustee auction. You will 

Call Alicia Santillan  
(650) 326-8210 x6578
to assist you with your  
legal advertising needs.

Or e-mail her at:  
asantillan@paweekly.com

To place a Classified 

ad in The Almanac,  

The Palo Alto Weekly 

or  

The Mountain View 

Voice

call 326-8216 or  

at fogster.com



fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS 
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

November 21, 2012    TheAlmanacOnline.com    The Almanac 27

be bidding on a lien, not on the prop-
erty itself. Placing the highest bid at a 
trustee auction does not automatically 
entitle you to free and clear ownership 
of the property. You should also be 
aware that the lien being auctioned 
off may be a junior lien. If you are the 
highest bidder at the auction, you are 
or may be responsible for paying off all 
liens senior to the lien being auctioned 
off, before you can receive clear title 
to the property. You are encouraged 
to investigate the existence, priority, 
and size of outstanding liens that may 
exist on this property by contacting 
the county recorder’s office or a title 
insurance company, either of which 
may charge you a fee for this informa-
tion. If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware that 
the same lender may hold more than 
one mortgage or deed of trust on the 
property. Notice to Property Owner The 
sale date shown on this notice of sale 
may be postponed one or more times 
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, 
or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g 
of the California Civil Code. The law 
requires that information about trustee 
sale postponements be made available 
to you and to the public, as a courtesy 
to those not present at the sale. If you 
wish to learn whether your sale date 
has been postponed, and, if applicable, 
the rescheduled time and date for the 
sale of this property, you may call 
(714) 573-1965 or visit this Internet 
Web WWW.PRIORITYPOSTING.COM, 
using the file number assigned to this 
case T09-49592-CA. Information about 
postponements that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in time 
to the scheduled sale may not imme-
diately be reflected in the telephone 
information or on the Internet Web site. 
The best way to verify postponement 
information is to attend the scheduled 
sale. Trustor: MARY V. NEUMEYER, AN 
UNMARRIED WOMAN Duly Appointed 
Trustee: CR Title Services, Inc. P.O. 
BOX 16128, TUCSON, AZ 85732-6128 
866-702-9658 Recorded 02-04-2004 
as Instrument No. 2004-020107 in 
book , page of Official Records in the 
office of the Recorder of SAN MATEO 
County, California, Date of Sale: 12-10-
2012 at 12:30 PM Place of Sale: AT 
THE MARSHALL ST. ENTRANCE TO THE 
HALL OF JUSTICE AND RECORDS, 400 
COUNTY CENTER, REDWOOD CITY, 
CALIFORNIA Amount of unpaid balance 
and other charges: $1,306,507.04 
Street Address or other common des-
ignation of real property: 236 CORTE 
MADERA ROAD PORTOLA VALLEY, 
CA 94028 A.P.N.: 079-182-090-5 
Legal Description: AS MORE FULLY 
DESCRIBED IN SAID DEED OF TRUST 
The undersigned Trustee disclaims 
any liability for any incorrectness of 
the street address or other common 
designation, if any, shown above. If 
no street address or other common 
designation is shown, directions to 
the location of the property may be 
obtained by sending a written request 
to the beneficiary within 10 days of 
the date of first publication of this 
Notice of Sale. The Trustee shall incur 
no liability for any good faith error in 
stating the proper amount of unpaid 
balances and charges. For Sales 
Information please contact PRIORITY 
POSTING AND PUBLISHING at WWW.
PRIORITYPOSTING.COM or (714) 
573-1965. REINSTATEMENT LINE: 
866-702-9658 Date: 11-14-2012 CR 
Title Services, Inc. P.O. BOX 16128 
TUCSON, AZ 85732-6128 Michael 
D. Schaffer, Vice President Federal 
Law requires us to notify you that we 
are acting as a debt collector. If you 
are currently in a bankruptcy or have 
received a discharge in bankruptcy as 
to this obligation, this communication 
is intended for informational purposes 
only and is not an attempt to collect a 
debt in violation of the automatic stay 
or the discharge injunction. P998534 
11/14, 11/21, 11/28/2012
ALM

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE T.S No. 
1232665-37 APN: 063-302-310-6 
TRA: 21-014 LOAN NO: Xxxxx8346 
REF: Sandoval, Ana Marie IMPORTANT 
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED 
OF TRUST, DATED March 09, 2007. 
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On 
December 11, 2012, at 12:30pm, Cal-
Western Reconveyance Corporation, as 
duly appointed trustee under and pursu-
ant to Deed of Trust recorded March 
20, 2007, as Inst. No. 2007-041784 
in book XX, page XX of Official Records 
in the office of the County Recorder of 
San Mateo County, State of California, 
executed by Ana Marie Sandoval and 

Israel Sandoval, wife and husband as 
joint tenants, will sell at public auction 
to highest bidder for cash, cashier's 
check drawn on a state or national 
bank, a check drawn by a state or 
federal credit union, or a check drawn 
by a state or federal savings and loan 
association, savings association, or 
savings bank specified in section 5102 
of the financial code and authorized to 
do business in this state: At the main 
entrance of the City Hall of Records, 
401 Marshall Street, Redwood City, 
California, all right, title and interest 
conveyed to and now held by it under 
said Deed of Trust in the property situ-
ated in said County and State described 
as: Completely described in said Deed 
of Trust The street address and other 
common designation, if any, of the real 
property described above is purported 
to be: 545 E. Bell Street, East Palo 
Alto, CA 94303. The undersigned 
Trustee disclaims any liability for any 
incorrectness of the street address 
and other common designation, if any, 
shown herein. Said sale will be held, 
but without covenant or warranty, 
express or implied, regarding title, pos-
session, condition or encumbrances, 
including fees, charges and expenses 
of the Trustee and of the trusts cre-
ated by said Deed of Trust, to pay the 
remaining principal sums of the note(s) 
secured by said Deed of Trust. The 
total amount of the unpaid balance of 
the obligation secured by the property 
to be sold and reasonable estimated 
costs, expenses and advances at the 
time of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale is: $667,317.29. If the 
Trustee is unable to convey title for 
any reason, the successful bidder’s 
sole and exclusive remedy shall be the 
return of monies paid to the Trustee, 
and the successful bidder shall have no 
further recourse. The beneficiary under 
said Deed of Trust heretofore executed 
and delivered to the undersigned a writ-
ten declaration of Default and Demand 
for Sale, and a written Notice of Default 
and Election to Sell. The undersigned 
caused said Notice of Default and 
Election to Sell to be recorded in the 
county where the real property is locat-
ed. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: 
If you are considering bidding on this 
property lien, you should understand 
that there are risks involved in bidding 
at a trustee auction. You will be bidding 
on a lien, not on the property itself. 
Placing the highest bid at a trustee auc-
tion does not automatically entitle you 
to free and clear ownership of the prop-
erty. You should also be aware that the 
lien being auctioned off may be a junior 
lien. If you are the highest bidder at the 
auction, you are or may be responsible 
for paying off all liens senior to the lien 
being auctioned off, before you can 
receive clear title to the property. You 
are encouraged to investigate the exis-
tence, priority, and size of outstanding 
liens that may exist on this property by 
contacting the county recorder’s office 
or a title insurance company, either of 
which may charge you a fee for this 
information. If you consult either of 
these resources, you should be aware 
that the same lender may hold more 
than one mortgage or deed of trust on 
the property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY 
OWNER: The sale date shown on this 
notice of sale may be postponed one 
or more times by the mortgagee, ben-
eficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant 
to section 2924g of the California Civil 
Code. The law requires that information 
about trustee sale postponements be 
made available to you and to the public, 
as a courtesy to those not present at 
the sale. If you wish to learn whether 
your sale date has been postponed, 
and, if applicable, the rescheduled time 
and date for the sale of this property, 
you may call (619)590-1221 or visit the 
internet website www.rppsales.com, 
using the file number assigned to this 
case 1232665-37.  Information about 
postponements that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in time to 
the scheduled sale may not immediately 
be reflected in the telephone informa-
tion or on the Internet Web Site. The 
best way to verify postponement infor-
mation is to attend the scheduled sale. 
For sales information: (619)590-1221. 
Cal-Western Reconveyance Corporation, 
525 East Main Street, P.O. Box 22004, 
El Cajon, CA 92022-9004 Dated: 
November 07, 2012. (11/21/2012, 
11/28, 12/05) 
R-421814
ALM

 SUMMONS
 (Citacion Judicial)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: 
(Aviso al demandado): 
ANDREW GARDNER; and All Persons 
Claiming any Legal or Equitable Right, 
title, Estate, Lien, or Interest in the 
property Described in the Complaint 

Adverse to Plaintiffs Title, or Any Cloud 
on Plaintiffs Title thereto, and DOES 1 
through 10, inclusive, 

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: 
(Lo esta demandando el demandante):
CHRIS MONET

Case Number: CIV514696
(Numero del Caso)

NOTICE! You have been sued. The Court 
may decide against you without your 
being heard unless you respond within 
30 days. Read the information below.
 You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after 
this summons and legal papers are 
served on you to file a written response 
at this court and have a copy served on 
the plaintiff. A letter or phone call will 
not protect you. Your written response 
must be in proper legal form if you 
want the court to hear your case. There 
may be a court form that you can use 
for your response. You can find these 
court forms and more information 
at the California Courts Online Self-
Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law library, or the 
courthouse nearest you. If you cannot 
pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk 
for a fee waiver form. If you do not file 
your response on time, you may lose 
the case by default, and your wages, 
money, and property may be taken with-
out further warning from the court.
 There are other legal requirements. 
You may want to call an attorney right 
away. If you do not know an attorney, 
you may want to call an attorney refer-
ral service. If you cannot afford an 
attorney, you may be eligible for free 
legal services from a nonprofit legal 
services program. You can locate 
these nonprofit groups at the California 
Legal Services Web site (www.lawhelp-
california.org), the California Courts 
Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting your 
local court or county bar association. 
NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for 
waived fees and cost on any settlement 
or arbitration award of $10,000 or 
more in civil case. The court’s lien must 
be paid before the court will dismiss 
the case.
AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no 
responde dentro de 30 dias, la 
corte puede decidir en su contra sin 
escuchar su version. Lea la informacion 
a continuacion. 
 Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO 
despues de que le entreguen esta cita-
cion y papeles legales para presentar 
una respuesta por escrito en esta corte 
y hacer que se entregue una copia al 
demandante. Una carta o una llamada 
telefonica no lo protegen. Su respuesta 
por escrito tiene que estar en formato 
legal correcto si desea que procesen 
su caso en la corte. Es posible que 
haya un formulario que usted pueda 
usar para su respuesta.
Puede encontrar estos formularios de 
la corte y mas informacion en el Centro 
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California 
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca 
de leyes de su condado o en la corte 
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede 
pagar la cuota de presentacion, pida 
al secretario de la corte que le de un 
formulario de exencion de pago de 
cuotas. Si no presenta su respuesta 
a tiempo, puede perder el caso por 
incumplimiento y la corte le podra 
quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes sin 
mas advertencia. 
 Hay otros requisitos legales. Es 
recomendable que llame a un abogado 
inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un 
abogado, puede llamar a un servicio 
de remision a abogados. Si no puede 
pagar a un abogado, es posible 
que cumpla con los requisitos para 
obtener servicios legales gratuitos de 
un progama de servicios legales sin 
fines de lucro. Puede encontrar estos 
grupos sin fines de lucro en el sitio web 
de California Legal Services, (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro 
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California, 
(www.sucorte.ca.gov) o poniendose 
en contacto con la corte o el colegio 
de abogados locales. AVISO: Por ley, 
la corte tiene derecho a reclamar 
las cuotas y los costos exentos por 
imponer un gravamen sobre cualquier 
recuperacion de $10,000 o mas de 
valor recibido mediante un acuerdo o 
una concesion de arbitraje en un caso 
de derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el 
gravamen de la corte antes de que la 
corte pueda desechar el caso.
 The name and address of the court is:
(El nombre y direccion de la corte es):
San Mateo Superior Court 
400 County Center Road, Redwood 
City, CA 94063
The name, address, and telephone 
number of plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff 
without an attorney, is:
(El nombre, la direccion y el numero 
de telefono del abogado del demand-

ante, o del demandante que no tiene 
abogado es):
Chris Monet, PO Box 67365, Scotts 
Valley, CA 95067: 
415-933-0506

Date: (Fecha): June 19, 2012

John C. Fitton Clerk, by Ouida Lewis, 
Deputy
(Secretario) (Adjunto)
Notice to the Person Served:
You are served as an individual defen-
dant.
(ALM Nov. 21, 28 Dec. 5, 12, 2012)

 NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to sec-
tions 21700 - 21716 of the California 
Business and Professions Code, known 
as the California Self-Service Storage 
Facility Act, that the undersigned, ALL 
ABOARD MINI STORAGE will sell at 
public auction on December 18, 2012 
at 1:45 P.M. at 1520 WILLOW RD., 
MENLO PARK, CA 94025 the following 
personal property, household goods, 
business property and/or vehicle to wit:

#60 Harold Manning- Mattress, Spring, 
Frame, Trunks, Shelves, Metal, Wood, 
35 Boxes, Chest of Drawers.

#88 Richard Edwin Seggie- aka Richard 
E. Seggie Jr., aka R.D.E Seggie Jr.- 
Sofa, Bookcase, Coffee Table, End 
Table, Chairs, Speakers, Collectables, 
Mattress, Spring, Frame, Chest of 
Drawers, Bedding, Toys, Trunks, Tools, 
Hobby Equipment, Storage Cabinets, 
Metal, 2 Boxes, 1 Bag.

#149 Harold Manning-Auto parts, Sofa, 
Loveseat, Bookcase, Table, Speakers, 

Collectables, Bedding, Toys, Trucks, 
50 Boxes, 2 Bags, Tools, Hobby 
Equipment, Storage Cabinets.

#150 Elizabeth Ayala Rosales- aka 
Elizabeth Rosales- Dishes, Utensils, 
Pans, Pictures, Paintings, Artwork, 
Sofa, Loveseat, Coffee Table, End 
Table, Misc.Table and Chairs, Big 
Screen TV, TV Cart, Mattress, Spring, 
Frame, Night Stand, Dresser, Mirror, 
Chest of Drawers, Clothing, Bedding, 
Sports and Hobby Equiptment, Exercise 
Equipment, 2 Boxes and 10 Bags.

#152 Harold Manning-Misc Table and 
Chairs, Dresser, Drawers, Carpet, 15 
Boxes, Tools, Pro-Tools, Metal, Wood.

#334 Theresa Loraine Bridges, aka 
Theresa L. Bridges, aka Theresa L. B.- 
Bookcase, Mattress, Springs, Frame, 
Chest of Drawers, Clothing, Bedding, 
Bedroom Furniture, Lawn Equipment, 
Vacuum, 30 Boxes, 10 Bags.

#529 Harold Manning- Lamps, Coffee 
Table, End Table, 20 Boxes, Tools, 
Power Tools, Storage Cabinets, 
Desk, Office Chair, Metal, Wood, 
Combustibles.

#534 Harold Manning-Speakers, 
Dresser, BBQ, 15 Boxes, Hand Truck, 
Shelves, Metal, Wood.

#536 Harold Manning-Pictures, 
Paintings, Lamps, End Table, Misc Table 
and Chairs, Vacuum, 20 Boxes, 3 Bags,
Dolly, Desk, Combustibles.

Said sale is for the purpose of satisfy-
ing lien of the undersigned for storage 
fees, advertising, and lien costs. The 
undersigned reserves the right to 
refuse any and all bids. All rights to 
damages by reason of a deficiency on 

this resale and incidental damages, and 
any and all other appropriate remedies 
are hereby reserved.

Dated this Wednesday 14 day of 2012

Nor Cal Storage Auctions, Inc.
State License Bond #7900390179
(916) 604-9695

Dates Published 1st PUBLICATION 
November 21, 2012 and 2nd 
PUBLICATION November 28, 2012

By: Renee 
Moya________________________ 
 Agent for Owner
ALM

Experience

Vicki Svendsgaard
Senior Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS ID: 633619 
650.400.6668 
vicki.svendsgaard@bankofamerica.com 

  LEHUA GREENMAN

529-2420

“May the good 
things in life 
be yours in 
abundance 
not only at 

Thanksgiving but 
throughout the 
coming year!”

 LEGAL

326.8210

WE HANDLE ALL YOUR LEGAL PUBLISHING 
NEEDS
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650.399.0500         kristin@oliverlux.com         thecashingroup.com

Pardoned!

FOR SALE

EXCLUSIVE
EXCLUSIVE

EXCLUSIVE

Kristin Cashin 
DRE# 01438764

Shane Stent 
DRE# 01868925

Rubicon Bay with ~7.35 acres,  
400 ft. of lakefront
Offered at $19,950,000

Gold Coast of Lake Tahoe

Excellent remodel or building 
opportunity on approximately .7 acre
Call for more details
Offered at $3,300,000

Shearer Drive, Atherton

PENDING –  
OFF MARKET

Upgraded view property with  
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
Offered at $2,130,000

No detail has been overlooked in this luxurious 6-bedroom home; 1-bedroom 
guest house; pool, spa, garage with room for 8 cars. Price upon request

Fully renovated with resort-inspired grounds and western hill views;  
4 bedrooms, over 1 acre. Offered at $3,995,000

Co-listed by: Joe and Mary Merkert, Alain Pinel Realtors

Hallmark Circle, Menlo Park

151 Almendral Avenue, Atherton

361 Ridgeway Road, Woodside

Hallmark Circle


