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PALO ALTO                              

$2,195,000

Charming craftsman style home privately 

situated on a flag lot in sought after 

Crescent Park. Towering cathedral ceilings, 

multiple skylights, dramatic windows, glass 

doors and transoms. One-level floor plan 

with central hallway. Family room and living 

room share a two-way fireplace. Formal 

dining room, and eat-in-kitchen. Beautiful 

patios in front and back.

ATHERTON   

 $7,950,000  

In a quiet and private location, this 

remodeled home boasts 1.4 +/- acres 

of impressive grounds at the end of a 

cul-de-sac in the award-winning Las 

Lomitas School District. Amenities include 

luxurious indoor accommodations with 

high-tech security systems, two 3-car 

garages, pool, spa, guest house, tennis 

court with viewing patio and fireplace, 

outdoor BBQ station, and expansive  

lawn areas.

WOODSIDE     

$2,685,000

New Listing. Beautifully updated, this  

custom, contemporary inspired 4 bed-

room, 3 bath home was designed by 

noted architect Clifford May with an em-

phasis on light and open spaces.  

With 3,100+/- sf of living space, sweeping 

views and magnificent outdoor spaces. 

Featuring landscaped stone terraces, 

fountains and a level lawn area, this very 

special home offers a private oasis in the 

heart of Silicon Valley.
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UPFRONT

By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

S
he came in fighting, and 
she’s going out fighting. 
Kathy McKeithen, whose 

three-term tenure as an Atherton 
City Council member ends next 
month, is challenging the new 
town manager’s decision to put a 
“confidential” stamp on a weekly 
report to the council that he has 
initiated since arriving in Town 
Hall in October.
 Ms. McKeithen and City 
Manager George Rodericks 
exchanged a series of emails ear-
lier this month about the nature 
of the weekly report, which 
the council-
woman had 
requested be 
sent to her 
autom at i -
cally after 
her term 
ends. In 
response to 
her request, 
Mr. Roder-
icks said that the document, 
which he calls a “status report,” 
is not a public record.
 “Its content is intended to 
contribute to the reaching of 
an administrative or executive 
determination as part of the 
deliberative process and it is 
‘pre-decisional’ in nature,” Mr. 
Rodericks wrote. “... The report 
is a mechanism to allow the city 
manager to converse with indi-
vidual members of the council 
to explore alternatives and pro-
vide tentative suggestions for 
action without fear of reproach 
upon subsequent disclosure of a 
thought process.”
 When Ms. McKeithen argued 
that the reports issued thus far 
have had “few, if any parts I 
would view as deliberative or 
pre-decisional,” the town man-
ager noted that as he gets “up 
to speed” on issues, the reports 
are likely to contain discussion 
of personnel matters, which are 
illegal to disclose, and other 
sensitive matters.
 Dissatisfied with Mr. Rod-

erick’s arguments, Ms. McK-
eithen’s asked, “Why are you 
already creating impediments to 
the public’s knowledge concern-
ing what is going on in the town 
when we hired you to do just the 
opposite?” 
 Ms. Keithen, whose platform 
during her first run for council 
included reforming town man-
agement and creating greater 
government transparency, told 
the Almanac that during her 12 
years on the council, city man-
agers’ weekly reports have never 
been considered confidential. 
The city manager’s confidential-
ity policy regarding the report, 

she added, “does not bode well” 
for transparency in govern-
ment.
 But part of the conflict appears 
to stem from the nature of the 
report Mr. Rodericks is restrict-
ing: Rather than the type of 
report past city managers issued 
and made public via an email 
list and other strategies, the 
“status report” is a new form of 
communication with the coun-
cil, Mr. Rodericks said.
 The report will take the place 
of one-on-one conversations 
with council members that “I 
guarantee you took place” with 
former city managers in Ather-
ton and virtually all other cities 
— discussions that don’t violate 
the law as long as strict rules are 
followed.
 Those rules, as outlined in 
the state’s open meeting law, 
known as the Brown Act, prohib-
it discussions between individual 
council members, or a council 
member and the city manager, 
for the purpose of determining 
the council member’s position on 

an issue and then trying to form 
a consensus by relaying that posi-
tion to other council members.
 That is not what Mr. Rodericks 
intends to do, he stated firmly, 
adding that he is a strong propo-
nent of the Brown Act and has 
no intention of undermining it. 
His status report is a way to com-
municate important informa-
tion to council members on an 
ongoing basis, including pending 
employee disciplinary actions that 
must legally be kept confidential, 
he said. “Some information is 
important to the council, and the 
minute I know about it, they’re 
going to know about it.
 “You can’t keep things like 
(key personnel matters) from 
your governing body. ... And my 
rule is if I tell one council mem-
ber, I tell all five,” he said, add-
ing that he won’t favor certain 
members or “play politics.”
 The report also can be thought 
of as “a conversation I’m hav-

ing with 
m y s e l f , ” 
but allow-
ing council 
members to 
be aware of 
his thinking 
— a strategy 
that could 
lead to feed-
back when 

he’s on the wrong track.
 Mr. Rodericks said that even-
tually he’ll issue weekly city 
manager reports like the docu-
ments that had been written in 
the past for public consumption, 
posting them on the town’s web-
site.
 Council members McKeithen 
and Jim Dobbie said one danger 
of the city manager’s confiden-
tial report is that it could lead 
to Brown Act violations by 
allowing council members to 
communicate positions back 
and forth in response to the 
emailed report. “It’s almost like 
working behind the scenes to 
get a consensus, pushing at the 
seams of the Brown Act,” Ms. 
McKeithen said.
 But Mr. Rodericks said he 
is clear in his emailed reports 
that they should be considered 
one-way communications, and 
responses, if any, should be 
directed to him alone.
 Mr. Dobbie said he doesn’t 

Reports available via the 
convenient QR code or at 
PeninsulaSpecialist.com
Real Estate Statistics
Updated Weekly for

DRE# 01498634

650-743-7702
sgray@cbnoracal.com

STEVEGRAY

Atherton
Woodside
Portola Valley
Menlo Park

Offering 30+ years 
of local knowledge. 

Born in Menlo Park. 
Raised in Atherton. 

A Woodside resident.

November 26
WEEKLY REAL ESTATE REPORT

New Fall Styles
Linn:
Chamoise 
Snake Print
$299

Dawn:
Black
$289

Macy:
Chamoise

$269

Karen:
Chamoise

$259

Ivy:
Chamoise 

Sparkle
$279

OPEN 7 DAYS!  1.800.720.0572

Kathy McKeithen leaves 
council seat fighting
■ Atherton councilwoman is unhappy with the 
city manager’s confidentiality policy.
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See MCKEITHEN, page 6

‘Why are you already creating 
impediments to the public’s  

knowledge ... when we hired you  
to do just the opposite?’

COUNCILWOMAN KATHY MCKEITHEN IN EMAIL TO CITY MANAGER
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For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures and 
health education resources, visit pamf.org/healtheducation. Dec. 2012

Scan this code with your smartphone for 
more health education information. Get the 
free mobile scanner app at http://gettag.mobi.

facebook.com/paloaltomedicalfoundation

twitter.com/paloaltomedical

pamfblog.org

Beauty Secrets of the Stars

Do you want to know the real secrets of the stars? We 

will look into the lifestyles of a few of the rich and famous 

to see how they stay younger looking and feeling healthy. 

Topics will include “Skin Secrets,” “Surgery Secrets,” 

“Kitchen Secrets,” “Exercise Secrets,” and more.

Friday, Dec. 4, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Mountain View Center

701 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View

Presented by Cindy Russell, M.D.

PAMF Plastic and Cosmetic Surgery

650-934-7380

Advancements in Cataract Surgery

Join us for this educational presentation where you’ll learn 

what a cataract is, what are the new advancements in 

cataract surgery and what is the outcome for vision after 

surgery.

Tuesday, Jan. 15, 2013, 1 to 2 p.m.

Sunnyvale City Senior Center

550 E. Remington Drive, Sunnyvale

Presented by Yichieh Shiuey, M.D.

PAMF Ophthalmology

408-730-7360

Community Health Resource Centers
The Health Resource Center offers information and support for those who wish to 

make informed decisions regarding their health and wellness. The center is open to all 

members of the community.

Consumer-oriented health   

reference books

Medical textbooks

Health newsletters  

Educational videotapes and DVDs

InfoTrac reference system 

Access to health information   

websites

Information on community resources

Palo Alto Community Health Resource Center: Monday through Friday, 

9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Mountain View Health Resource Center: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., and Tuesday, 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Offering

LOW CARB,
LOW SUGAR,
GLUTEN FREE

Light Touch 

• 4 grams of fat
• 8 grams of protein 
• Sweetened with fruit juice

Key Lime Pie

$3.99

713 Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
650.323.5483

OFF20%
your entire purchase

*expires 10/31/2012
Menlo Park location only

Open to the Public: Shop our  
Healthful Food Marketplace
and save

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town Council of 
the Town of Portola Valley will conduct a public hear-
ing at 7:30 p.m. on December 12, 2012 on the Novem-
ber 7, 2012 Planning Commission actions amending 
the Blue Oaks PUD and approving the associated Lot 
Line Adjustment (LLA) to implement the proposed PUD 
amendments. The Planning Commission approvals 
would remove references to below market rate hous-
ing, reduce the number of parcels in the residential 
area owned by the town, i.e., 3 and 5 Buck Meadow 
Drive (APNs: 080-240-230, -240, -250, and -260), from 
four (4) to two (2) and make other changes to accom-
modate market rate housing on one or both of the ad-
justed parcels. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to provisions 
of the zoning ordinance, on November 14, 2012 the 
Town Council reviewed the November 7, 2012 Planning 
Commission actions as presented with the November 
14, 2012 report from the Town Planner and determined 
that before the actions become effective, it was ap-
propriate to conduct a Town Council public hearing on 
them as provided for under Section 18.78.120 of the 
zoning ordinance and set forth in this notice.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the conclusion of 
the December 12, 2012 public hearing the Town Coun-
cil will determine whether or not to uphold the approv-
als of the Planning Commission or take other actions 
consistent with findings from review of the Planning 
Commission record and the public hearing. All reports, 
plans and documents associated with the project and 
November 7, 2012 Planning Commission approvals 
are available for review in the Portola Valley Planning 
Department at 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, Cali-
fornia.

All interested persons are invited to appear before the 
Town Council at the time above-mentioned. The public 
hearing will be conducted in the Historic School House 
meeting room at the town center, 765 Portola Road.  
If someone challenges an action on the public hearing 
matters in court, he or she may be limited to raising 
only those issues raised at the public meetings con-
ducted on the proposal or in written correspondence 
delivered to the town at or prior to the public meet-
ings

Dated:  November 15, 2012
Signed: Sharon Hanlon, Town Clerk 

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO
PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) X7D-137

AND LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT X6D-214
BLUE OAKS SUBDIVISION

 LOTS 23 THOURGH 26,
3 AND 5 BUCK MEADOW DRIVE
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By Dave Boyce
Almanac staff writer

F
or years, at Peninsula com-
munity roundtable discus-
sions with noise-abatement 

officials, representatives from 
Portola Valley and Woodside 
have complained about arriving 
commercial aircraft flying too 
low, and too noisily, as they pass 
over a navigation beacon in the 
Woodside hills.
 Despite these efforts and those 
of Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Menlo 
Park, on behalf of her constitu-
ents, the cause of the noise — 
low-flying aircraft — appears 
likely to continue.
 Ms. Eshoo extracted an agree-
ment in 2001 with the Federal 
Aviation Administration that 
arriving aircraft will stay at least 
8,000 feet above sea level when 
passing over the beacon. Ms. 
Eshoo reminded the FAA with 
another letter in 2005. And yet 
incoming planes continue to 
violate that minimum altitude.
 In recent presentations to the 
Portola Valley Town Council, 
Vic Schachter of Portola Valley, 
in partnership with Jim Lyons of 
Woodside, claimed that 23,000 
arriving flights now cross the 
beacon annually. Between May 
2005 and February 2010, their 
average altitude dropped to 
6,600 feet from 7,500 feet, while 

the number of flights rose by 
70 percent. Between January 
2009 and May 2012, more than 
88 percent crossed at altitudes 
below 8,000 feet, with about 28 
percent lower than 6,000 feet, 
Mr. Lyons told the Almanac.

Pilots speak
 The Almanac sat down with 
Mr. Lyons and two retired com-
mercial pilots, Chris Zwingle 
of Hillsborough and Bud Eis-
berg of Portola Valley. Asked 
about roundtable complaints 
from the vantage point of the 
cockpit, Macbeth’s ghost could 
have been whispering into Mr. 
Zwingle’s ear: tales told by the 
hopeful, full of sound and fury, 
signifying nothing.
 “Nothing of what (the round-
table) works on is communicated 
to the pilots who operate the 
aircraft. Nothing,” Mr. Zwin-
gle said. “Pilots have and always 
have had complaints about noise-
abatement-driven procedures. ... 
Not only is it not going to hap-
pen, it’s never going to happen.”
 The Almanac contacted noise-
abatement and air traffic repre-
sentatives from Northern Cali-
fornia, all of whom deferred to 
FAA spokesman Ian Gregor, 
who replied via email. “Pilots 
follow (air traffic) controllers’ 
instructions, and controllers 
do not communicate with indi-

vidual pilots about the terms 
of any local noise abatement 
agreements,” Mr. Gregor wrote. 
“There is no need to explain the 
reason for an instruction, and 
indeed we need to keep con-
troller-pilot communications 
as simple, direct and concise as 
possible to limit the chances of 
a miscommunication.”
 Mr. Zwingle, when informed 

about Ms. Eshoo’s letters to the 
FAA, replied: “I sincerely doubt 
that there’s a formal letter of 
agreement.” When Mr. Lyons 
produced a copy of Ms. Eshoo’s 
letter, Mr. Zwingle said that the 
identifying number assigned 
to the letter indicated a policy. 
“There may be a policy, but 
there is no rule,” he said. “Anna 
Eshoo can sign letters of agree-

ment or whatever until she’s blue 
in the face.”
 A spokesman for Ms. Eshoo, 
asked to comment on Mr. Zwin-
gle’s remark, replied via email 
that Ms. Eshoo “continues to 
work on the issue of airplane 
noise abatement for the Por-
tola Valley and Woodside areas 

Low-flying aircraft still trouble local towns

Local News N OV E M B E R  2 1 , 2 0 1 2

By Dave Boyce
Almanac staff writer

T
he cup runneth over for 
the town of Portola Val-
ley. Seventeen residents, 

including six incumbents, have 
applied for seven open seats on 
the town’s two volunteer pan-
els with the most 
consequential deci-
sion-making pow-
ers: the Planning 
Commission and 
the Architectural & 
Site Control Com-
mission (ASCC). 
Openings on these 
commissions often draw just two 
or three applicants.
 In response to the volume of 
candidates, the Town Council 
will begin its Wednesday, Nov. 
28, meeting at the Historic 
Schoolhouse at 6:30 p.m., an 
hour earlier than usual. Follow-

ing candidate interviews, the 
council will make appointments 
by paper ballots, according to a 
staff report.
 Commissioners are appointed 
for four-year terms. Candidates 
who get three or more votes 
from the five-member coun-

cil will be appointed. 
Each commission has 
five members. Terms 
are staggered, with three 
seats open and then two 
seats two years later.
 The Planning Commis-
sion addresses policies 
on land use and devel-

opment, including applications 
for variances and the hearing of 
appeals by property owners over 
decisions made by Town Hall 
staff in administering zoning and 
subdivision ordinances.

Portola Valley flooded
with volunteers By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

T
hey aren’t sure what 
they plan to do with the 
money, if anything, but 

the Menlo Park City Council 
decided to ask for county 
funding to study and possibly 
build grade separations at 
train crossings.
 Public Works Director Chip 
Taylor explained during the 
Nov. 13 council meeting that the 
issue was last studied in depth 
about eight years ago. Some of 
the assumptions underlying 
that study no longer hold; for 
example, it assumed that cross-
ings in Palo Alto and Atherton 
would all be at ground level and 
high-speed rail would be built 
on four tracks.
 “At the time there was a 
need to do further analysis,” 
Mr. Taylor said, particularly 

in evaluating impacts, alter-
native designs and costs.
 The county is only asking for 
letters of interest at this point, 
not actual project proposals. 

It has $225 million available 
— an amount that Mr. Taylor 
said will pay for three to five 
grade separations out of the 40 
crossings in the county.
 “If we even got funding 
for one we would probably 
be considered lucky,” Mayor 
Kirsten Keith noted during 
the meeting.

 The letter of interest needed 
to indicate a prioritized list 
of rail crossings, a proposed 
timeframe for completion, 
safety and congestion issues 
near the crossings, any poten-
tial economic and transit 
development benefits, and 
whether other funding sourc-
es were available to chip in.
 The four Caltrain crossings 
in Menlo Park were prioritized 
based on traffic counts con-
ducted in 2012, with Raven-
swood Avenue leading the pack 
with an average 24,100 vehicle 
crossings a day, followed by 
Oak Grove Avenue, Glenwood 
Avenue and Encinal Avenue, 
according to the staff report.
 The three Dumbarton Rail 
crossings within city limits 
were not considered a priority 
given the current lack of pas-

New look at grade separations

‘While we keep almost all SFO arrivals at 8,000 feet at night, it is not 
possible to keep (them) at that altitude during the day because that would 

create conflicts with other aircraft using that busy airspace.’

IAN GREGOR OF THE FAA
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See NOISE, page 8

See PORTOLA VALLEY, page 8
See GRADE SEPARATIONS, page 8

Seventeen 
vie for seats 

on town 
commissions.

Menlo Park seeks 
funds to study design 

alternatives and 
impacts.

 MENLO PARK
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FRESH PRODUCE 

RUSSET

POTATOES

BARTLETT 

PEARS 99¢
lb

$498
lb

$279

C & H POWDERED SUGAR 
1 LB. BOX-ALSO BROWN

SNACK FACTORY 
PRETZEL CRISP

7 OZ. 

WHITE CASTLE 
CHEESEBURGERS

6 COUNT

$199

CLAUSSEN KOSHER 
PICKLES

GROUND 
CHUCKALL FRESH SAUSAGE

49¢
lb

$369

$499 
ea

3 LB. BAG

CALIFORNIA
CLEMENTINE 
CUTIES

2009 Ch. De Cugat, Bordeaux Superieur ..............................Reg. $11.99 Sale $9.99
2009 Ch. Monconseil Gazin, Blaye .......................................Reg. $16.99 Sale $14.99
2009 Ch. Coucy, Montagne Saint Emilion .............................Reg $19.99 Sale $16.99
2008 Ch. Belles-Graves, Lalande-de-Pomerol  ......................Reg. $28.99 Sale $24.99

Sides 
Traditional Stuffing
Mushrooms, onion, celery, water chestnuts, & sage  $11qt./$5.75 pt
Cornbread Stuffing
Dried cranberries, apricots, and green onion  $11qt./$5.75 pt.
Mashed Potatoes
Fresh potatoes whipped with cream and butter  $11qt./$5.75 pt.
Porcini Mushroom Gravy
Rich and creamy made with turkey drippings  $13qt./$6.75 pt.
Onion Sage Gravy
With red wine, caramelized onion and sage  $13qt./$6.75pt.
Beef Au Jus
Made with pan juices, red wine, and beef stock $13 qt/$7 pt

Potato Au Gratin
Baked with cheese, garlic,cream (serves 12-14)  $30 per tray
Green Bean Almandine
Sauteed shallots, butter and almonds  $12qt./$6.25pt.
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Whole cranberries slow cooked with a hint of orange  $9qt./$4.75pt

Dessert 
8” Good Earth Bakery Pumpkin Pie

(serves 8)  $12.99 ea.
Gianna’s Bakery 8” pies

Apple, Sweet Peach (serves 8)  $15.99 ea.
4 Berry (serves 8)  $16.99 ea.
Pecan (serves 8)  $19.59 ea.

Value Bordeaux
Mention Bordeaux and most people think immediately of multi-hundred dollar classifi ed growths. 

The truth is that the affordable range of Bordeaux offers some of the highest quality to 
cost ratio of any region on earth. Here are a few suggestions to get you started.

$398 
lb

$299OCEAN SPRAY CRANBERRY COCKTAIL
64 OZ. - PLUS CALIF. REDEEM VALUE

95¢

MEAT AND SEAFOOD 

$$$ 99
ON SALE GROCERY

WINE AND SPIRITS 

ROBERTS MARKET HOLIDAY MENU

Open 6:30 am - 8:00 pm daily
Sale Dates: November 28, 29, 30- December 1

Main Entree 
Free Range Diestel Ranch Turkeys
Small 10-12 lb. (serves 8-10 people) $59.99
Large 16-18 lb. (serves 14-16 people) $69.99

Prime Rib
Boneless Prime Rib Roast cooked to medium rare

Whole (serves approx. 16-20 people) $199
Half (serves approx.10-12 people) $105
Spiral Sliced Ham
Baked with a honey mustard glaze (serves 8-10 people) $65

MENLO PARK
MONGOLIAN 

BBQ

Monday - Saturday

700 El Camino Real, Suite 170 (next to BevMo)

(650) 853-1118
facebook.com/mp.mongolian

MP Mongolian BBQ serves up an 
all-you-can-eat buffet style meal.

(Includes noodles, meats, shrimp, vegetables, and sauces.)
Also Available:

Wonton chips, veggie spring rolls, chicken katsu, sweet and 
sour pork, fried rice, and sesame biscuits.

support an emailed confidential 
report, noting that if informa-
tion is confidential, it should be 
discussed in closed session. Mr. 
Rodericks noted, however, that 
some topics wouldn’t qualify for 
closed-session discussion by the 
full council under the Brown 
Act. But if they are discussed 
with individual council mem-
bers or in a report that clearly 
states it’s not intended to be 
retained on file, no Brown Act 
violation occurs, he said.
 Members of the public, includ-
ing Ms. McKeithen after she 
leaves the council, can obtain 
a redacted copy of the status 
report by requesting it from the 
city clerk, Mr. Rodericks said.
 That process doesn’t satisfy Ms. 
McKeithen, who fought several 

battles during her council ten-
ure to make documents deemed 
“confidential” to be made public. 
The need to file a public records 
request for the report is “not 
very transparent or community 
friendly,” she wrote in her final 
email to Mr. Rodericks. 
 Mayor Bill Widmer said he 
spoke with Mr. Rodericks last 
week about the confidentiality 
of the report after learning of 
the disagreement, and suggest-
ed that a two-part report might 
be the solution. If the city man-
ager wants to include confiden-
tial material, the supplemental 
part would be for council eyes 
only, he said.
 Councilman Jerry Carlson 
said he was unaware of the 
disagreement over the reports, 
and Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Lewis couldn’t be reached for 
comment. 

MCKEITHEN 
continued from page 3

 A 49-year-old Menlo Park 
man was shot multiple times 
while sitting in a parked vehicle 
in East Palo Alto on Sunday 
night, Nov. 25, police report. 
Officers were called around 8:15 
p.m. after the city’s ShotSpot-
ter gunshot detection system 
alerted them to shots fired in the 

2200 block of Addison Avenue.
 The man was taken to a  hos-
pital. Police ask anyone with 
information to call the police 
at (650) 21-1112 or leave a voice 
mail or text on the anonymous 
tip line, (650) 409-6792, or via 
email at epa@tipnow.org.

— Bay City News Service

Menlo Park man shot
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By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
small group of residents 
has a large mission: Save 
Menlo Park. Their tar-

get? The eight-acre, mixed-use 
complex developer John Arril-
laga wants to build on property 
owned by Stanford University 
along El Camino Real.
 Their options? Few. The proj-
ect proposes replacing car lots 
between Cambridge and Middle 
avenues with 96,000 square 
feet of medical offices, 133,350 
square feet of reg-
ular office space, 
10,000 square feet 
of retail and 120 
rental apartments. 
 Since the proj-
ect meets the new 
El Camino Real/
downtown specific 
plan baseline requirements, the 
city gets no say in whether to 
approve it. Only the Planning 
Commission has some input, 
and that only regarding archi-
tectural details. The city also 
does not get to negotiate for any 
public benefits.
 Save Menlo pins its hopes on 
the university’s desire to main-
tain a good relationship with the 
city, given its use of Menlo Park’s 
infrastructure and the number of 
Stanford employees, alumni and 
donors living there.
 “So we think we have some 
political leverage,” said Perla Ni, 
spokeswoman for SaveMenlo.
org, in an email.
 The offices will add traffic to 
an already-jammed El Camino 

Real, without generating sales 
tax revenue for the city, mak-
ing the project the target of ire 
from the group as well as city 
officials. However, according 
the city’s finance director, Carol 
Augustine, the university does 
pay property taxes on the lots, 
which would increase after 
development.
 Council members and plan-
ning commissioners have noted 
that the project differs from 
what the university led Menlo 
Park to expect during specific 
plan negotiations. Save Menlo 

would like to see 
Stanford live up to 
its assurances by 
building the senior 
housing the univer-
sity reportedly indi-
cated it wanted to 
build during those 
discussions — a 

much less traffic intensive devel-
opment that would also expand 
the city’s housing capacity.
 “Instead, now they have 
reneged on their commitment, 
and exploited the good faith that 
Menlo Park placed in them,” 
Ms. Ni said.
 She told the Almanac that Save 
Menlo stands at 173 members 
and counting. The group has 
been putting notices in neigh-
borhood mailboxes, handing 
out fliers and organizing meet-
ings. There’s one coming up on  
Monday, Dec. 3, at 8:15 a.m. 
Location? The Peet’s Coffee next 
to the Safeway at 525 El Camino 
Real — a spot with an excellent 
view of the car lots Mr. Arrillaga 
intends to build on. A

 About 12 gunshots were fired 
Saturday morning, Nov. 24, at 
a house in the 300 block of Ivy 
Drive in Menlo Park, police 
said. The gunfire was in the 
same block of Ivy Drive where 
a 42-year-old Newark man was 
shot and killed Nov. 17.
 Also, on Nov. 2, four people 
were injured in a drive-by 
shooting near Ivy Drive and 
Windermere Avenue. In June 
a shooting on nearby Madera 
Avenue left 19-year-old Jesus 
Molina dead.
 Police said they did not know 
yet if the shootings are con-
nected.
 In the Nov. 24 shooting, the 
house was occupied but no 
one was injured, police said. 
Witnesses told police that at 
about 8 a.m., a light-colored 
American-made car pulled up 
in front of the house and two 
men armed with handguns got 
out of the car and fired at the 

house. The men, described as 
black and in their early 20s, got 
back in the car and f led east-
bound on Almanor Avenue.
 Police ask anyone with infor-
mation about the shooting to 
call Menlo Park police at (650) 
330-6300 or an anonymous tip 
line at (650) 330-6395.

Protests target Arrillaga 
project in Menlo Park

Shots fired where man was killed

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Marvin died suddenly on November 18th af-
ter nearly a decade of living to his full capacity 
with Parkinson’s disease. He is survived by his 
beloved wife, Bonnie Siegel, his devoted chil-
dren, son Dan Siegel (Lisa Langer), daughter 
Larissa “Lara” Siegel, and his adoring grand-
sons, Jacob and Ben Siegel, his step-daughters 
Anne Scholes, Sara Myers (Thane) and their 
children, Jake and Tess Restaino, 
Tegan and Cole Myers, his sister 
Rhoda Samuels (Peter), sister-
in-law Eleanor Coffman and his 
niece, Rachel Goldberg (Jason) 
and nephews David Coffman 
(Heather) and Rabbi Joshua 
Samuels (Nicole). Marvin was 
predeceased by his first wife Jer-
rell Siegel.

Marvin was born in Fargo, 
North Dakota, and graduated 
from University of Michigan as 
a proud ZBT. He was introduced 
to California by his cousins Bernard and Char-
lotte Siegel. Once he came to attend Stanford 
Law School he moved to Menlo Park/Palo Alto 
permanently.

Marvin established a well-respected law 
practice, Jorgenson, Siegel,McClure and Flegel. 
He was a past president of the Legal Aid Society 
of San Mateo County and served on the boards 
of Congregation Beth Am, JFCS and Sinai Me-
morial Chapel.

He took up bike riding midlife and biked un-
til the week before he passed away. He was an 
avid sports fan, in particular the SF Giants and 
Michigan Wolverines. He and Bonnie loved to 
travel together. Due to his enjoyment of gad-
gets and photography, he owned several cam-
eras with which he took thousands of pictures 
although few were ever seen by his family. He 

was an avid bridge player and 
enjoyed spending time in Palm 
Springs with his family from 
Minneapolis.

He was an honest, ethical, 
smart, decisive and trusted advi-
sor, loving, goofy, gadget loving, 
family man. His twinkle and 
special presence will be deeply 
missed by all those who knew 
him. Like his father, he was a gi-
ant of a man committed to his 
community and family always 
thinking of future generations.

The family prefers contributions to: Congre-
gation Beth Am Fund for the Future, JFCS Jer-
rell Siegel Home Health Care Fund or the Legal 
Aid Society of San Mateo County.

Services were held on November 20 at Con-
gregation Beth Am, Los Altos Hills, CA with 
interment at Hills of Eternity Memorial Park, 
Colma, CA.

Services under the direction of Sinai Memo-
rial  Chapel, Redwood City.

Marvin Selcer Siegel
April 10, 1936-November 18, 2012

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

 Dearest Thora passed away on Monday, No-
vember 5, 2012 from a stroke.  She died peace-
fully at UCSF Medical Center with a talented 
and caring medical team doing all they could 
to save her life. Her family was constantly at her 
bedside in the last two weeks of her life hoping 
and praying for a recovery.  

 Thora leaves behind a family united in their 
concern to live life better because 
of her wonderful witness to each 
of us--her husband John, her 
five children David  (Kacy), Eric 
(Pearl), Karen (Jon Rubinstein), 
Kristen (Karl Mills) and Tom 
(Paula).  She also leaves 10 grand-
children for whom she continu-
ally gave herself.

 Thora was predeceased by her 
parents, Ingolfur and Kristiana 
Bergsteinsson and her sister Lin-
da.  She is survived by her brothers 
Paul and Bryan Bergsteinsson and 
their wives, Joan and Barbara.

 Thora was born on Jan. 6, 1937 and enjoyed 
a remarkable life with amazing gifts of intelli-
gence, grace, loving care for others and talent 
in many areas.  She is known in her extended 
family as especially prudent. She entered Stan-
ford University with Honors at Entrance at the 
age of 16. In less than four years she graduated 
with a B.S. in Mathematics and promptly took 
a position with Stanford Research Institute as a 
mathematician. She and John married on June 
20, 1957. Her family began to arrive, and as John 

was completing his graduate studies, they moved 
to Orange County, CA. There they became  
active in Trinity United Presbyterian Church, 
Santa Ana, with close and lasting friendships.

 Thora and the family moved from Southern 
California to Michigan to Vancouver, B.C. and 
then to Menlo Park, where she had lived for the 
last 27 years.  While here, she made major com-

mitments for 26 years to the Palo 
Alto Auxiliary (President, Trea-
surer, Allied Arts Guild Server 
and then Co-Hostess for over 20 
years) and for a similar period to 
her PEO Chapter DC (President, 
etc.) always contributing wher-
ever her talents were needed, also 
doing whatever tasks  needed her 
support. Recently she became 
part of the Hospitality Team at 
Menlo Park Presbyterian Church 
and was the Holiday Co-Hostess 
for her Stanford Hills neighbor-
hood. 

 A Memorial Service and Celebration of her life 
will be held at Menlo Park Presbyterian Church, 
950 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park, on Tuesday, 
December 4, 2012 at 2 pm.  A reception will fol-
low.

 The family requests that memorial donations 
be made in Thora ś name to Lucile Packard 
Children ś Hospital. Checks may be made pay-
able to Lucile Packard Foundation for Children ś 
Health and sent to the foundation at 400 Hamil-
ton Avenue, Suite 340, Palo Alto, CA 94301.

Thora Ann Richardson

Residents 
organizing 

against eight-
acre complex.

Correction
 An article in the Nov. 21 
issue of the Almanac mis-
stated the Menlo Park City 
School District’s enroll-
ment projection, in 2009, 
for the 2014-15 school year. 
The projection was actually 
2,847 students, according 
to Ahmad Sheikholeslami 
of the school district. Cur-
rent enrollment is 2,791 
students.



with all parties involved. She 
has brought together impacted 
residents, FAA and SFO offi-
cials, and the airlines, who all 
continue to show good faith in 
reaching an agreeable end.”
 “There is no firm requirement 
that airplanes fly at 8,000 feet 
over the Woodside (beacon),” 
Mr. Gregor of the FAA said. 
“Northern California controllers 
have noise abatement Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs) 
and use them when traffic volume 
permits. Often, however, traffic 
volume prevents us from using 
them. ... While we keep almost all 
SFO arrivals at 8,000 feet at night, 
it is not possible to keep all SFO 
arrivals at that altitude during 
the day because that would create 
conflicts with other aircraft using 
that busy airspace.”

A quieter future?
 Mr. Zwingle unfolded a navi-
gation chart depicting the air-
space above the Bay Area. The 
route over the Woodside beacon 
showed two numbers: 4 and 10. 
Those numbers, Mr. Zwingle 
said, establish a minimum alti-
tude of 4,000 feet and a maxi-
mum of 10,000 feet. “If traffic 
controllers agreed to do this, 
then they should be doing it,” 

he said. “When traffic gets con-
gested, the whole area is used.”
 Presentations by officials that 
project a quieter future, includ-
ing the Next Generation Air 
Transportation System (Next-
Gen), may “look glowing. They 
may or may not be accurate. 
They may or may not be true,” 
Mr. Zwingle added. “You can go 
to all the meetings you want. I’ve 
never seen anything operational 
come out of any of it. Never.”
 Asked to comment, Mr. Gregor 
said that the FAA “can’t specu-
late about the impacts from Bay 
Area NextGen procedures that 
are still in development. We 
will do a Draft Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for those pro-
cedures and until we complete 
the Draft EA, we won’t know 
what the possible impacts of the 
new procedures will be.”
 One aspect of NextGen is ocean-
tailored arrival, in which aircraft 
are assigned a 200-mile-long glide 
path to the runway, “like sliding 
down a bannister rather than 
walking down steps,” Mr. Gregor 
said. Aircraft using this method 
“burn less fuel, emit fewer pollut-
ants and make less noise because 
they are using minimal power.” 
But NextGen requires that aircraft 
be outfitted with GPS devices, 
which they don’t yet have, Mr. 
Eisberg noted.
 In a traditional approach, pilots 

reduce air speed using wing flaps 
and the engines, both of which 
create noise. “NextGen will not 
change that,” Mr. Zwingle said. 
Gliding in at a fixed low speed is “a 
concept,” he said. “It’s debatable.” 
An air traffic controller may order 
a pilot to slow to 200 mph from 
250, a maneuver that may require 
traditional, and noisy, techniques, 
Mr. Eisberg added.
 Air traffic control is a delicate 
business. “I’ve been scared in 
that control room, knowing 
what could happen,” Mr. Eis-

berg said. A supervisor con-
stantly paces the room, peering 
at radar screens over the shoul-
ders of controllers. Any hint of a 
problem and “he’ll yell out ‘Spin 
‘em,’ to put the planes in a hold-
ing pattern,” Mr. Eisberg said.
 A complicating factor is the 
required gap between arriving 
planes; it must be large enough 
to avoid the effects on the air of 
wake turbulence and wake vor-
tices, the pilots said. Then there 
is the fact that the San Francisco 
International Airport is not 

suited to handle the volume it 
receives. “The complexity of it 
is huge,” Mr. Zwingle said. “A 
Cessna has as much right to the 
airspace as anyone else.”
 Mr. Zwingle did offer one bit of 
solace. The Woodside navigation 
beacon is no longer vital to arriv-
ing aircraft staying on course, he 
said. Authorities could “move the 
fix,” he said, meaning that flights 
could be redirected to cross the 
Santa Cruz Mountains farther 
south, away from populated 
communities. A
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 The commission has four open 
seats, including the one held by 
Denise Gilbert, first appointed in 
2008. The term for Ms. Gilbert’s 
seat expired in January 2012, but 
the churn of business at Town Hall 
at the time led to her reappoint-
ment becoming an unattended-to 
loose end, the report said. The 
council intends to align her seat 
with that held by Commissioner 
Arthur “Chip” MacIntosh, whose 
term expires in 2016.

The candidates
 Ms. Gilbert, a former biotech 
executive, has applied for reap-
pointment, as have Nate McKit-
terick, an attorney with a focus on 

commercial liability and insur-
ance issues, first appointed in 
2005; and Alexandra Von Feldt, 
director of land stewardship for 
a Silicon Valley environmental 
nonprofit and appointed in 2009. 
Longtime Commissioner Leah 
Zaffaroni is retiring.
 The other applicants for the 
Planning Commission are, in 
alphabetical order: Tom Kelley, 
founder of a high-tech-oriented 
executive recruiting firm; Terry 
Lee, an executive with a private 
high school; Andrew Pierce, an 
attorney whose focus includes 
land use; Darci Reimund, who 
runs a home-design firm; and 
Nicholas Targ, an attorney with 
a focus on environmental and 
land-use law.
 The ASCC advises the Plan-
ning Commission and the Town 
Council and reviews signifi-
cant remodeling and building 
projects in town, with a focus 
that includes preserving the 
visual character of the town by 
preventing “unsightly or obnox-
ious” structures. 
 On the ASCC, incumbents 
applying for reappointment are 
landscape designer Danna Breen, 
first appointed in 2003; architect 
Craig Hughes, appointed in 
2009; and architect Carter Warr, 
first appointed in 1991.
 New applicants are Tim Dyson, 
chief executive of a marketing 
communications group; Terry 
Lee, an executive with a private 
high school; Elin R. Peder-
sen, a research scientist focusing 

on human and social-centered 
technology; Marianne Plunder, 
a longtime, active and multi-
faceted community volunteer;  
Dave Ross, a consultant on 
construction management and 
related dispute-resolution issues; 
and Jane Wilson, a longtime and 
active community volunteer with 
a background in architecture and 
estate management.

■ Go to tinyurl.com/PV-appli-
cants and turn to Pages 4 and 28, 
respectively, for further informa-
tion on the process and the can-
didates’ letters of application.
■ Go to tinyurl.com/PV-incum-
bents and turn to Page 123 for 
statistical information on the 
incumbents.

Clarification

 In a Nov. 14 story on Portola 
Valley’s plans to purchase 900 
Portola Road for small homes 
affordable to people of moderate 
incomes, the Almanac reported 
that a group of neighbors 
opposed the plan because of 
concerns about lower property 
values. While the group has 
acknowledged that possibility, it 
also regularly states that it is not 
opposed to affordable housing 
per se. The group claims the 
town’s process has not been 
“democratic and open” and that 
the obligation to provide such 
housing could be met with a 
“creative approach that empha-
sizes second units.” A

senger trains on the line.
 Although council members 
Kelly Fergusson and Rich Cline 
suggested “having a prior-
ity of one,” i.e., focusing on the 
Ravenswood crossing, Mr. Taylor 
pointed out that building a grade 
separation at one crossing may 
create a need to make changes 
to the others, so in the end the 
council agreed to indicate it 
wanted to study grade separa-
tions at all four crossings.
 “I don’t disapprove the idea 
of a study,” Mr. Cline said, 
acknowledging that the previ-
ous reports were outdated. “I 

want to  make sure that when we 
do that we’re articulating very 
clearly what we want and don’t 
want” just in case high-speed 
rail heads in a different design 
direction than expected.
 He expressed concern that a lack 
of clarity in the letter would sug-
gest to the California High-Speed 
Rail Authority that Menlo Park 
had come onboard with the four-
track design. “No, we have not.”
 Mr. Taylor agreed that the let-
ter could reiterate Menlo Park’s 
support for a two-track design 
with no elevated segments.
 The council voted 4-0, with 
Councilman Andy Cohen 
absent, to submit the letter, 
which was due Nov. 21. A

NOISE 
continued from page 5

GRADE SEPARATIONS 
continued from page 5

PORTOLA VALLEY 
continued from page 5

Select from a wide variety of beautiful gift-quality books.  
Art, biography, collectible, cooking, fiction, history, literature, 
mystery, religion, holiday, children’s and young reader’s titles 
and much more.

All proceeds benefit the Menlo Park Library & Belle Haven Library.

Sunday, December 2
Noon to 4:00

Friends of the Menlo Park Library

Book Sale

Great books. Great prices. Great cause.
Menlo Park Library 800 Alma Street Downstairs Meeting Room



By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

T
he mayor calls it a wrap-
up. The police union is 
calling it revenge. As the 

Atherton City Council meets on 
Nov. 28 for the last time before 
Councilwoman Kathy McKei-
then steps down, it will vote on 
a resolution that would require 
the handful of the town’s non-
represented employees to pay 
more for their benefits, and take 
a one-week unpaid furlough 
between Christmas and New 
Year’s Day.
 The resolution will affect 
fewer than 10 employees, 
including the police chief and 
lieutenant, the city manager 
and city clerk, and the finance 
director, according to Mayor 
Bill Widmer.
 The resolution also would cap 
vacation and sick-leave accrual, 
cap the town’s contribution for 
health plans, eliminate health 
benefits for retirees hired after 
the effective date, and create a 
two-tier retirement system for 
employees hired after the effec-
tive date — a move reflecting 
a statewide trend for public 
employees.
 Although most police depart-
ment employees won’t be affect-
ed by the resolution, the Ather-
ton Police Officers’ Association 
(APOA) posted a missive on its 
website last week titled “Ather-
ton’s lame duck council takes 
revenge,” blasting the current 
council for “the vengeful nature 
of this last minute resolution.”
 “Widmer, Dobbie, and McK-
eithen will use their last majori-
ty vote to exact revenge for their 
political loss upon Atherton’s 
residents and its employees,” 

the posted statement said — the 
“political loss” a reference to the 
perceived shift of political lean-
ings on the council resulting 
from the Nov. 6 ballot victory of 
Councilwoman Elizabeth Lewis 
and newcomer Cary Wiest, both 
of whom were endorsed by the 
APOA.
 “That this council would rush 
to implement a furlough that 
shuts down government for a 
week certainly appears to be a 
punishment for the voters not 

approving a library and their 
preferred candidate(s),” the 
statement said.
 The APOA said the results of 
the resolution would include 
“significant disruption to town 
services,” and would cause 
employees to look elsewhere 
for jobs, driving up employee 
replacement costs and offset-
ting any savings.
 The statement concluded that 
any such changes to employee 
compensation should be decid-
ed by the council after Mr. 
Wiest takes Councilwoman 
Kathy McKeithen’s seat next 
month.
 Mayor Widmer disputed the 
APOA assertions, saying that 
the current council has been 
discussing the changes the 
council will vote on this week 
since last April. “This needs to 
be resolved by the people most 
knowledgeable about it,” he 

said. “This is not vengeance.”
 Noting that the police depart-
ment would not be affected by 
the proposed furlough, Mayor 
Widmer said records indicate 
that other departments in town 
have “little to no activity” dur-
ing the week in question.
 The town expects to save 
$14,213 in salaries over the 
four furlough days, according 
to a report from City Manager 
George Rodericks.
 Other expected cost savings 
resulting from the proposed 

employee-cost changes include 
$92,413 over three years from 
shifting more of employees’ 
retirement fund contributions 
to the employees; and $24,960 
next year from capping the 
town’s employee benefit con-
tributions, shifting more of the 
burden onto the employees.
 Mayor Widmer said the 
changes are needed to solidify 
the town’s financial position. 
“We took some steps last year 
(through outsourcing services 
and reducing the workforce), 

but those steps by themselves 
aren’t going to secure long-term 
financial stability for the town, 
which had been losing money 
since 2008.”
 Also at the Nov. 28 meeting, 
Reserve Officer Bruce Potts 
will make his annual presen-
tation of awards to children 
participating in the anti-drug 
D.A.R.E/Red Ribbon program, 
and the council will be asked 
to approve up to $6,000 in 
costs for a town volunteer and 
employee reception.
 The meeting begins at 7 p.m. in 
the Holbrook-Palmer Park Pavil-
ion at 150 Watkins Road. A
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We Buy Gold, Jewelry, Diamonds & Silver

Now Paying Top Dollar for:

–  ROLEX, PATEK PHILIPPE, CARTIER AND ANY 

FINE WATCHES 

– GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM & DIAMONDS

–  JEWELRY NEW OR OLD, WORN EVEN DAMAGED

– SILVER AND GOLD COINS

– STERLING SILVER AND FLATWARE

– NOT SURE? BRING IT IN!

–  WE ALSO ACCEPT TRADE-INS AND CONSIGNMENT

Scan QR Code to learn more

Estate
Buyers

SAFE-EASY-LOCAL

(3 Lights South Of Woodside Rd.) 
REDWOOD CITY

WWW.JACKSONSQUARE.COM
Tues. – Sat. 10am to 5pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

3 5 2 0  A l a m e d a  D e  L a s  P u l g a s ,  M e n l o  P a r k

6 5 0 . 3 2 1 . 4 5 0 0
w w w . j e n n i f e r w a n g m d . c o m

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastic Surgery

Facial Rejuvenation – 
Botox, Restylane, Chemical 

Peels, OBAGI, Latisse

Full Optical 
Department

MOST 
INSURANCES 
ACCEPTED

JENNIFER P. WANG, M.D.

E Y E  C A R E  B Y

Specializing in:
We carry quality 
frames, including 

Tom Ford, 

Maui Jim, 

Ray Ban, 

and La Font

Come meet Dr. Jennifer Wang 
at our new offi ce in Menlo Park

Now accepting new patients
 A memorial service will be 
held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
4 at Menlo Park Presbyterian 
Church in Menlo Park for Thora 
Ann Richardson, who died Nov. 
5. She was 75.
 Ms. Richardson was a gradu-
ate of Stanford University, which 
she entered at the age of 16. After 
earning a degree in mathemat-
ics, she worked as a mathemati-
cian for Stanford Research Insti-
tute.
 In 1957 she married John 
Richardson. After living in sev-
eral areas, the couple moved to 
Menlo Park 27 years ago. Ms. 
Richardson was active in the 
Palo Alto Auxiliary to Lucile 
Packard Children’s Hospital 
and served as the organization’s 
president and treasurer. She 
also served in the auxiliary’s 
restaurant at Allied Arts Guild 

in Menlo Park. 
She was a past 
president of her 
PEO chapter 
and served on 
the hospitality 
team at Menlo 
Park Presbyte-
rian Church.
 She is sur-
vived by her husband, John; 
children David, Eric, Karen, 
Kristen and Tom; brothers Paul 
and Bryan Bergsteinsson; and 10 
grandchildren.
 Memorials may be made in 
Ms. Richardson’s name to the 
Lucile Packard Foundation for 
Children’s Health, 400 Hamil-
ton Ave., Suite 340, Palo Alto, 
CA 94301. 

Thora Ann Richardson, volunteer

Compensation cuts for some Atherton staff?

Council will vote on 
proposal to reduce 

employee costs, close 
Town Hall during 
Christmas week.

Thora Ann 
Richardson

 OBITUARY



By Kail Lubarsky, director of 
marketing and public relations 
for JobTrain.

B
oard member Tamar 
Pichette describes JobTrain 
as: “An organization that 

consistently helps those who are 
most in need in the commu-
nity. From offering them clothing, 
training and job placement, the 
staff and faculty are among the 
most dedicated and selfless people 
in the country. They quietly, effi-
ciently and successfully accom-
plish the incomparable mission of 
giving people the dignity of a job, 
and have managed to do so on a 
lean budget. The impact of this 
nonprofit cannot be overstated. 
The country needs a JobTrain in 
every neighborhood.”
 During these uncertain eco-
nomic times, access to no-cost 
education for employment or 
career advancement is more 
important than ever. JobTrain 
proves that the best social service 
program in the world is a job. 
 Kamal worked as a certified 
pharmacy technician until he 
was stopped short with a diagno-
ses of multiple myeloma. Cancer 
ravaged his body, requiring a 
bone marrow transplant, che-
motherapy and years of painful 

recovery. When the cancer went 
into remission, Kamal needed to 
return to work to take care of his 
family of six.
 That’s when he found out 
that the industry standard 
had changed, and the pharm 
tech position he had held now 
required a high school diploma 
or GED, something Kamal did 
not have. Kamal was relieved to 
learn that JobTrain offered free 
GED classes. He worked closely 
with his JobTrain instructor and 
completed the program in just 
seven weeks.
 Kamal is now reinstating 
his license with the California 
Board of Pharmacy. “JobTrain 
is a community servant and 
JobTrain sponsors are true com-
munity heroes for sharing their 
resources to advance the lives 
of others,” he says. “Thank you, 

JobTrain, and thank you, Job-
Train supporters, for helping us 
realize our dreams.”
 Whether teaching leading-edge 
vocational skills to people seek-
ing a career change or helping 
people reclaim their lives from 
welfare, addiction, incarceration 
and unemployment, JobTrain is 
here to help individuals discover 
their potential. JobTrain pro-
vides practical vocational and 
life-skills training, and access to 
quality careers.
 Since 1965, approximately 
160,000 people have come 
through JobTrain’s doors and 
emerged with the tools to 
become self-sufficient members 
of our community. 
 Please create hope and oppor-
tunity for people who are will-
ing to work hard to change their 
lives. Your tax-deductible con-
tribution will put unemployed 
people into productive careers.
 JobTrain is located at 1200 
O’Brien Drive in Menlo Park, 
bordering East Palo Alto. Please 
visit our training facility for a 
tour and experience the positive 
energy of lives in transition. 
 Visit jobtrainworks.org or call 
(650) 330-6521 or (650) 330-
6569 if you have questions and 
to schedule a tour. A
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(888) 99-Harborside
www.harborsidehealthcenter.com/ep

NEW!

e

Order Online for 
FREE DELIVERY or In-store Pick-up

wellness
at your door

  (see map online)

   

City of Menlo Park 
Community Services Presents

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

Saturday, December 1st
7:30am - 11:30am

Arrillaga Family Recreation Center
700 Alma Street

~ Call ~
YOUR COMMUNITY 

SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO  
MAKE RESERVATIONS TODAY!

(650) 330-2200

~ GO ONLINE ~
WWW.MENLOPARK.ORG/REGISTRATION

Adults $7
Children $5

($1 off with donation of an unwrapped  
toy to the Fire Fighter Toy Drive)

SPONSORED BY:

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  P L E A S E  C A L L  ( 6 5 0 ) 3 3 0 - 2 2 0 0

 Saturday, Dec. 1, will be a busy 
day in Portola Valley with both 
the Cultural Arts Committee’s 
fair and the Ladera Country 
Shopper merchants’ fair sched-
uled for that day.
 At 765 Portola Road, the Old 
Schoolhouse will be filled inside 
and out with merchandise from 
local artisans and craftspeople. 
Fine art, bronze sculptures, 
jewelry, woodcrafts, handbags, 
holiday ornaments, children’s 

clothing and much more will be 
for sale from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
A resident will be selling honey 
from local bees.
 Fifth-grade Junior Girl Scouts 
and Corte Madera students will 
provide refreshments. There is a 
rumor that Santa will visit after 
his stint at the Ladera Holiday 
Fair.
 The merchants at the Ladera 
Country Shopper will continue 
their 23-year tradition with a 

holiday fair from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 1.
 Santa will pose for photos at 
Kondetorei. Ladera Garden and 
Gifts will host a bulb plant-
ing. Bianchini’s will serve its 
“famous” eggnog and have food 
tastings. The Lobster Shack fea-
tures the Windy Hill Bluegrass 
Band and Pasquale’s Pizza will 
present Madrigal Singers. Other 
merchants will also provide 
treats and entertainment.
 The shopping center is at 3130 
Alpine Road in Ladera. 

JobTrain: From at-risk to at work

Holiday fairs in Portola Valley 

JobTrain graduates in the class of 2012. 

The Almanac

2012

Holiday
Fund

Gifts to the Almanac’s Holiday 
Fund help JobTrain and nine other 
community organizations.

H O L I D A Y  F U N D
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By Roberta Roth, literacy out-
reach specialist.

Y
ou who are reading this 
article are presumably not 
finding it to be a challenge. 

Unfortunately, this is not true 
for 15 percent of the adults in 
San Mateo County. That is why 
Project Read-Menlo Park exists, 
to increase literacy in adults to 
enable them to improve their 
lives and those of their families, 
and to actively contribute to 
their community.
 Indeed, in these times it has 
never been more important 
to reach out to those in our 
community who struggle with 
basic literacy. Reading and 

writing are fundamental skills 
for building better lives. Those 
who are able to read and com-
plete job applications, obtain a 
GED certificate, attend college 
and otherwise comprehend the 
information associated with 
securing work will be employ-
able. 
 Isis, an adult student with 
Project Read, is an example 
of the transformation literacy 
has on a person’s life: “Thanks 
to Project Read I was encour-
aged to pursue my goal to go 
to college and follow my dream 
to become a fashion designer. 
Because of my tutor and Project 
Read I feel more comfortable 

in an academic environment. 
Before I joined Project Read I 
was at a fifth-grade level and 
my spelling was even worse. I 
still don’t feel I am at a college 
level, but I feel like I am defi-
nitely getting there.”
 Project Read, which has been 
providing free adult literacy 
instruction for 27 years, cur-
rently has more than 100 adult 
students in our one-to-one 
tutoring program and English 
as a Second Language classes 
at the Belle Haven Community 
School. These adults not only 
increase their own literacy, but 
also apply their knowledge and 
confidence at home, impacting 
a new generation of readers and 
strengthening families.
 Individuals and groups can 
help Project Read in a variety of 
ways:
 ■ Become a one-to-one tutor. 
We have students on our waiting 
list.
 ■ Volunteer to help adults 
learn new computer skills.
 ■ Contact us or check out our 
listings on VolunteerMatch: 
volunteermatch.org. 
 ■ Present our program to your 
HR Department /organization/
club.
 ■ Become a board member of 
Project Read-Menlo Park Lit-
eracy Partners.
 Project Read-Menlo Park relies 
on support from individuals, 
local businesses, foundations, 
the Friends of the Menlo Park 
Library and government. In 
2010, a nonprofit arm, Proj-
ect Read-Menlo Park Literacy 
Partners, was established to 
increase our funding base and 
ensure sustainable funding for 
the future.
 Visit projectreadmenlopark.
org, the Menlo Park Library (800 
Alma St.), or call (650) 330-2525 
for more information. A

 The Caltrain holiday train will 
stop at 7:45 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 2, 
at the Menlo Park train station. 
Glittering with more than 60,000 
lights and holiday decorations, 
the train will be collecting toys 
for children in need. 
 During the 20-minute stop,  
Santa, Ms. Claus, Frosty and the 
whole gang will get off the train 
to greet children and pose for 
pictures. The Salvation Army 
band will provide holiday music 
for carolers. Members of the 
U.S. Marine Corps Reserves and 
representatives from the Salva-
tion Army will collect donations 
of new, unwrapped toys.

Library book sale

 Friends of the Menlo Park 
Library will hold a mini-sale 
from noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 2, in the basement meeting 
room of the library at 800 Alma 
St. in Menlo Park. 
 Holiday and children’s books 
will be sought-after items. 
Other popular categories 
include art, history, literature, 
mystery, religion, fiction and 
biography.
 Funds raised by the sale will 
be used to enhance the library’s 
collection and children’s and 
adult reading programs.

Project Read helps people
gain literacy, a new life

Sunday: Holiday train stop in Menlo

The Almanac

2012

Holiday
Fund

Gifts to the Almanac’s Holiday 
Fund help JobTrain and nine other 
community organizations.

H O L I D A Y  F U N D

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula
Provides after-school and academic support and activities for 
3,200 young people, 6 to 18, at clubhouses in Menlo Park’s Belle 
Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto, and Redwood City, and 
offers programs at Flood and Belle Haven schools in Menlo Park, 
Hoover Community School in Redwood City, and McNair School 
in East Palo Alto 

Ecumenical Hunger Program
Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, and 
sometimes financial assistance to families in need, regardless of 
religious preference, including Thanksgiving and Christmas bas-
kets for more than 2,000 households. 

Project Read
Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo Park area. 
Trained volunteers work one-on-one or in small groups to help 
adults improve their basic reading, writing and English language 
skills so they can achieve their goals and function more effective-
ly at home, at work and in the community. In 2007-08, a total of 
120 tutors assisted more than 300 students.

St. Francis Center 
Provides services for families in need with the goal of helping 
them to live in dignity and become self-supporting community 
members. The center assists 2,400 people each month with such 
services as low-income housing, food and clothing, shower and 
laundry, counseling, community garden, and education.

Ravenswood Family Health Center 
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for all ages 
at its clinics in Belle Haven and East Palo Alto. It also operates a 
mobile clinic at school sites. Of the 16,500 registered patients, 
most are low-income and uninsured and live in the ethnically 
diverse East Palo Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to people in need 
who walk through the doors. Funded entirely by voluntary con-
tributions, St. Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy 
between San Francisco and San Jose. It also offers emergency 
food and clothing assistance.

Second Harvest Food Bank
The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula, 
Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 30 million pounds of 
food last year. It gathers donations from individuals and busi-
nesses and distributes food to some 162,000 people each month 
through more than 700 agencies and distribution sites in San 
Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

InnVision Shelter Network
Provides shelter/housing and supportive services across 18 sites 
in Silicon Valley and the San Francisco Peninsula. Serves thou-
sands of homeless families and individuals annually on their path 
back to permanent housing and self-sufficiency.

JobTrain
Provides training and job placement for people with the biggest 
problems, including returning parolees, long-term unemployed, 
homeless, welfare clients, marginalized youth, and those recover-
ing from drug and alcohol abuse. 

StarVista (formerly Youth and Family Enrichment 
Services) 
Provides 22 programs to help people who struggle with sub-
stance abuse, domestic violence, mental health, and relationship 
and communications issues. Helps strengthen youth, families, 
and individuals to overcome challenges through counseling, edu-
cation, and residential services.

Contributions to the Holiday Fund go 
directly to programs that benefit Pen-

insula residents. Last year, Almanac readers 
and foundations contributed $167,000 for 
the 10 agencies that feed the hungry, house 
the homeless and provide numerous other 
services to those in need. 
 Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be 
matched, to the extent possible, by generous 
community corporations, foundations and 

individuals, including the Rotary Club of 

Menlo Park, the David and Lucille Packard 

Foundation and the William and Flora Hewl-

ett Foundation. No administration costs will 

be deducted from the gifts, which are tax-

deductible as permitted by law. 

 All donations to the Holiday Fund will be 

shared equally among the 10 recipient agen-

cies listed below.

The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 31, 2012, 
unless the donor checks the anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

The organizations below provide major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

Rotary Club 
of Menlo Park

The David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation

The William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation

Holiday Fund
Give to The Almanac

Your gift helps children      and people in need

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name ___________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________

E-Mail __________________________________________________   Phone _______________________________

 Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)  ________________________________________________  Expires _____/_____

Signature _________________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)   

 In my name as shown above

– OR –    In honor of:     In memory of: _______________________________________________ (Name of person)

The Almanac Holiday Fund is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization. 
A contribution to this fund allows your donation to be tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

All donors and gifts amounts will be published in The Almanac unless the boxes below are checked. 

 I wish to contribute anonymously.     Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

Please Make checks payable to: 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

and send to:
The Almanac Holiday Fund

c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation
2440 W. El Camino Real, Suite 300

Mountain View, CA 94040

Use the form below to donate by mail.

DONATE ONLINE:   siliconvalleycf.org/almanac-holiday-fund

www.siliconvalleycf.org
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Why Home Care Assistance Is The 
Leading Provider of 24/7 Live-In Care:

  We offer experienced, bonded and insured caregivers, who  
    are trained in our Balanced Care MethodTM of promoting        
    healthy aging.

  We provide culinary training for our caregivers at Sur La         
    Table to improve their skills and our clients’ meals.

  Our founders wrote the book Handbook for Live-In Care,   
    which is a resource for the industry as well as families.

Call us for a FREE consultation:
650-462-6900
1-866-4-LiveIn (454-8346)
www.HomeCareAssistance.com
148 Hawthorne Ave, Palo Alto, CA

2012

BEST NEW FOOD & DRINK 

ESTABLISHMENT

A classic American grill with a warm and inviting neighborhood feel, 

serving approachable and healthy comfort food.

www.menlogrill.com100 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA

Located at the Stanford Park Hotel

650-330-2790

Parking is plentiful, easy and free

  Monday through Thursday 4-6pm and 9-11pm

 $3 Stella Artois Draft

  25% off all signature hand crafted cocktails

  Happy Hour food specials

Come in for happy hour

We believe education can be 
engaging and joyous.
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920 peninsula way, menlo park, ca  |  650.325.1584
www.peninsulaschool.org

Peninsula School Kindergarten
signup, tours at
Las Lomitas 
 Kindergarten registration for 
the 2013-14 school year for chil-
dren in the Las Lomitas School 
District begins in January, and 
the district is beginning its tours 
for prospective parents next 
month.
 Parents must reserve space on 
the tours, which are set for Dec. 
6, 13, and 19; Jan. 18 and 24; Feb. 
8 and 25; and March 7 and 20. 
All tours, which are for adults 
only, will be from 9:45 to 11 a.m. 
To reserve space, call 854-5900.
 Registration packets for kin-
dergartners who will begin 
classes at Las Lomitas School in 
Atherton will be available at the 
school office beginning Mon-
day, Jan. 7. The completed forms 
will be accepted beginning Jan. 
28 at 8 a.m., according to the 
district.
 Children who will turn 5 on or 
before Oct. 1, 2013, are eligible.
 There are two kindergarten 
sessions: 9 a.m. to 12:20 p.m., 
and 10:35 a.m. to 2:05 p.m. 
To synchronize with the bus 
schedule, children living in the 
Ladera area are placed in the 
first session, and children from 
the Woodside area attend the 
second session.
 All other registration and ses-
sion request forms will be date- 
and time-stamped for place-
ment, according to the district.
 Parents registering a child for 
kindergarten should bring the 
child’s original birth certifi-
cate or passport, immunization 
records to date, and proof of 
residence in the form of two 
original utility bills, such as 
power and water, or one original 
utility bill and lease agreement 
or mortgage paperwork. 
 A tour for parents of children 
enrolling in first through third 
grades is set for 9:40 to 10:35 
a.m. on March 21. The tour is 
for parents of students new to 
the school.
 Parents of returning first- and 
second-graders who wish to 
request a change of session may 
email requests to ssartor@llesd.
org beginning Jan. 1.

Support 

The Almanac’s 

coverage of our 

community.

Join today:

SupportLocalJournalism.org



 The founder of glassybaby, 
a company that makes hand-
blown glass votives and donates 
a portion of its profits to helping 
cancer patients, will be making 
a stop in Woodside on Thurs-
day, Dec. 6.
 Lee Rhodes will be selling her 
colorful candleholders from 4 to 
8 p.m. at Emily Joubert Home & 
Garden, 3036 Woodside Road. 
Ten percent of the proceeds 
will go toward the Canary 
Foundation, a local nonprofit 
focused on cancer early-detec-
tion research.
 Ms. Rhodes remembers the 
healing power she felt after 
lighting the glass votive her then 
husband made for her when she 
was stricken with lung cancer. 
She went on to start glassybaby 
in Seattle.
 Close to a decade later there 
are now stores in Seattle and 

New York, and the company 
claims to have donated a million 
dollars to various cancer chari-
ties.

— Kate Daly

Company gives to cancer research
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www.sandhillschool.org
Thursday morning parent visits 10:30-11:30

Sign up online.
650 Clark Way, Palo Alto, CA

At Sand Hill School you’ll find teachers who really 
care and know how to teach children who are bright but 

struggling in a conventional classroom.

We have opened a few spots in our  
combination third-fourth grade class!  

It’s easy to apply at our website or sign up for a parent 
visit, where parents can observe classrooms and talk 

with Sand Hill School staff.

School should be fun.
If you need help, call us.

Sand Hill School
at Children’s Health Council

Grades K-4, expanding to grade 8

(650) 838-0260
724 Oak Grove Avenue, Suite 120, Menlo Park

Visit our website:
www.mpdentalexcellence.com

Dr. ChauLong Nguyen, 
DDS, MAGD

Scan to 
learn more

Our practice offers:

Menlo Park Dental Excellence

MENLO PARK DENTAL EXCELLENCE

❄

❄

❅

Our mission is to improve and maintain the 

highest quality of oral health all patients with 

continuing education and state-of-the-art procedures.

Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar
to see more calendar listings 

Special Events
Breakfast with Santa Menlo Park’s 
Community Services Department presents 
“Breakfast with Santa.” Activities  include pan-
cake breakfast, letter writing to Santa, holiday 
crafts, visiting and picture taking with Santa. 
Dec. 1, 7:30-11:30 a.m. $5-7. Arrillaga Family 
Recreation Center , 700 Alma St., Menlo Park. 
Call 650-330-2200.
Christmas Wreaths A class that teaches 
students to make a permanent Christmas 
wreath. $20 materials fee due to the instruc-
tor. Dec. 1, 1:30-3:30 p.m. $30/$39. Arrillaga 
Family Rec. Center, 700 Alma St., Menlo Park. 
menlopark.org/registration

Community Events
Nativity School Christmas Tree Lot 
Christmas wreaths and garland also avail-
able. All volunteer-run fundraiser for Nativity 
School. Through Dec. 15, Nativity School, 
210 Oak Grove Ave., Menlo Park. www.nativi-
tytrees.com
Norcal Crew erg-a-thon is recruitment and 
fundraising event. Entire Norcal team taking 
turns on rowing machines. The goal: pull at 
least 1 million meters and raise $45,000. Dec. 
2, Fremont Park , Santa Cruz Avenue & Univer-
sity Avenue, Menlo Park. Call 650-327-8275. 
www.piggybackr.com/norcal/erg-a-thon
Penninsula School Craft Fair  Dec. 2 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. More than 40 vendors; 
handcrafted items include jewelry, clothing 
and toys. Homemade soups and baked 
goods. Fun zone for kids. Dec. 2, Peninsula 
School, 920 Penninsula, Menlo Park. Call 
650-743-9360. 
The Gift of Music Menlo Park Chorus 
performs sampler of songs from upcoming 
winter concert. Dec. 7 at Trinity Episcopal 
Church. 11-11:30 a.m. Menlo Park City Coun-
cil Chambers, 701 Laurel St., Menlo Park. Call 
650-330-2512.

Concerts
Kitka performs Wintersongs,  seasonal 
harmonies from Eastern Europe. Winter-
songs features music from pre-Christian 
celebrations of the solstice to Slavic folk 
carols, humorous Yiddish Chanukah songs, 
and meditative Eastern Orthodox incanta-
tions. Dec. 2, 4-6 p.m. Advance tickets: 
$27/$25/$15; at the door: $32/$30/$15/$5. 
Arts at St. Bede’s, 2650 Sand Hill Road, 
Menlo Park. kitka.org
Missa, a celebration of Choral Music will be 
performed by Schola Seraphica. Composer 
range from Palistrina to Williams. Dec. 2, 
2:30-4 p.m. $20 general, $15 for seniors/stu-
dents. St. Patrick’s Seminary, 320 Middlefield 

Road, Menlo Park. Call 650-323-7914. 
Peninsula Women’s Chorus: ‘Star 
of Wonder’ Concert 3 features music 
from around the world, from Penderecki to 
the French Baroque to the U.S. premiere of 
“Star-Crossed” by Filipino composer Saun-
der Choi. Dec. 16, 4 p.m. $30 general/$35 
premium/$10 18 and under. St. Patrick’s 
Seminary, 320 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park. 
www.pwchorus.org
Sacred Music for the Holidays Vallom-
brosa Center presents Christmas concert with 
Irish singer and songwriter Mary McLaughlin, 
her Cor AinglÌ Singers, and women’s vocal 
ensemble Zambra. Dec. 2, 4-6 p.m. $25.00/
Adult, $20.00/Youth (under 16). Vallombrosa 
Center, 250 Oak Grove Ave., Menlo Park. Call 
650-325-5614. www.vallombrosa.org

Exhibits
Open Studio Five artists will be show their 
work with Jan Schachter at her studio: Lois 
Anderson, Margaret Wherry, Margaret Reali-
ca, Peggy Forman and Judith Content. Dec. 
1-2, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Jan Schachter’s studio, 
190 Golden Hills Drive, Portola Valley. Call 
650 851-3754. www.janschachter.com

Kids & Families
Atherton Dames Children’s Holiday 
Tea Children and parents can join the Hol-
brook-Palmer Park Foundation Atherton Dames 
for their annual Children’s Holiday Tea on Dec. 
2. Visit with Santa, puppet show, craft activity. 
Sandwiches and treats available, too. 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. $55 for first two seats, all additional seats 
$25 each. Jennings Pavilion, 150 Watkins Ave., 
Atherton. www.athertondames.org

Holiday party at Allied Arts Guild in 
Menlo Park benefits the Packard Children’s 
Hospital. Two children’s authors read from 
their stories and sell their books. A puppet 
show from Magical Moonshine Theater, 
Heather’s Magic Show, a visit from Santa 
and juice and cookies. Dec. 2, 12:30-3 p.m. 
$25 per person attending. Allied Arts Guild, 
75 Arbor at Cambridge, Menlo Park. Call 
650-854-4171. alliedartsguild.org

Talks/Authors
Author talk: ‘Midnight Daydreams: 
Poetry of Heart Tales and Mind-
scapes’ Local poets, co-authors, and 
mother and son, Dominique Renda and 
Blake Horsley, present a fresh collection of 
poetry.  Nov. 29, 7:30 p.m. Kepler’s, 1010 
El Camino Real, Menlo Park. Call 650-324-
4321.
Author talk: ‘Will Puberty Last My 
Whole Life? Real Answers to Real 
Questions’ Julie Metzger, R.N., and 
Robert Lehman. M.D. discuss the book 
and answer questions from preteens about 
body changes, sex, and pther growing-up 
stuff.”  Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s, 
1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. Call 650-
324-4321.
The New Industrial Revolution: 
How Will the Future be Made? 
Attendees join Chris Anderson, editor-
in-chief of Wired, and Carl Bass, CEO of 
Autodesk, for a discussion about the 3D 
printer revolution. Dec. 4, 6-9 p.m. Churchill 
Club member, $54; others, $79. SRI Interna-
tional, 333 Ravenswood Ave., Menlo Park. 
Call 408-265-0130.

This information is from the Atherton 
and Menlo Park police departments 
and the and the San Mateo County 
Sheriff’s Office. Under the law, people 
charged with offenses are considered 
innocent until convicted.

MENLO PARK

Residential burglary report: Losses 
estimated at $2,872 in break-in through 
rear window screen and theft of two 
laptop computers and pair of earrings, 
Euclid Ave., Nov. 23.
Auto burglary reports:

■ Losses estimated at $4,000 in 
break-in by smashing rear side window 
and theft of laptop computer and brief-
case, 2800 block of Sand Hill Road, 
Nov. 15.
■ Losses estimated at $1,640 in 
break-in by smashing window and theft 
of backpack, purse, wallet and neck-
lace, 2800 block of Sand Hill Road, 
Nov. 16.
Theft reports:

■ Losses estimated at $1,150 in cut-
ting of metal bike lock in front yard with 
latched gate and theft of two bikes, 
Roble Ave., Nov. 17.
■ Loss estimated at $800 in theft of 
unlocked bike from private patio, Roble 
Ave., Nov. 14.
■ Losses estimated at $770 in theft 
from shopping cart of bag of groceries 
valued at $70 and $200 purse contain-
ing $500 in cash, Draeger’s Supermar-
ket at 1010 University Drive, Nov. 15.
■ Loss estimated at $500 in theft of 
unlocked bicycle, Ravenswood Ave., 
Nov. 14.
■ Loss estimated at $500 in cutting of 
cable lock and theft of bike from car-
port, Willow Road, Nov. 11.
■ Loss estimated at $500 in the theft 
of unlocked bike and bike trailer from 
area near back fence at apartment 
complex, Buckthorn Way, Nov. 20.
■ Loss estimated at $400 in theft of 
locked bike from fenced in patio, Sha-

ron Park Drive, Nov. 19.
■ Loss estimated at $399 in theft of 
tablet computer from lobby of busi-
ness, Adams Drive, Nov. 20.
■ Loss estimated at $200 in theft of 
bike from front sidewalk, Nov. 10.
■ Loss estimated at $80 in theft of 
car cover from driveway, Laurel Ave., 
Nov. 20.
■ Loss estimated at $8 in theft of 
pumpkin from front porch, Gilbert Ave., 
Nov. 11.
■ No loss after woman yelled at two 
male youths on bicycles attempting to 
steal unattended purse on sidewalk 
next to vehicle,Santa Cruz Ave., Nov. 
19.
Stolen vehicle reports:

■ Blue 2001 Pontiac TransAm, Dur-
ham St. and Arnold Way, Nov. 9.
■ White 2001 Toyota Tundra, O’Keefe 
Ave., Nov. 13.
■ Black 2000 Harley Davidson Super 
Glide motorcycle, Menlo Ave., Nov. 22.

WOODSIDE

Accident report: Bicyclist taken to 
hospital with “major injuries” after 
being struck on back by vehicle’s pas-
senger side mirror as vehicle swerved 
to avoid second bicyclist, Highway 84, 
Nov. 18.
Theft reports:

■ Unknown losses in arrest of house 
cleaner Marina Ramirez of Redwood 
City by Palo Alto police on burglary 
charges in case involving theft of jew-
elry, Hobart Heights Road, Nov. 18.
■ Loss estimated at $60 in theft of 
cash, passport, ID card, health cards 
and bank cards, Canada College at 
4200 Farm Hill Blvd., Nov. 19.

WEST MENLO PARK

Fraud report: Losses estimated at 
$24,600 in cashing of bad checks to 
victim’s checking account, Barney 
Ave., Nov. 16.

 POLICE CALLS

‘A Gift of Music’
Members of the Menlo Park 
Chorus rehearse for the 
annual holiday concert, “A 
Gift of Music,” to be held at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 7, at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 330 
Ravenswood Ave. in Menlo Park. 
The program will range from 
seasonal pops to traditional 
carols. The city-sponsored 
chorus performs under the 
direction of April McNeely with 
piano accompaniment by John 
Iosefa. Tickets at the door are 
$15 for general admission, $12 
for seniors and students, and 
free for children under 12.

Support Local Business

ShopMenloPark.com

 CALENDAR



T
he two school districts serving most of Menlo Park 
and Atherton are bursting at the seams, which is 
causing a ripple effect as the enrollment bubble 

works its way through the schools.
 And nowhere is that trend more pronounced than in the 
Menlo Park City district, which includes Hillview Middle 
School and the Oak Knoll, Encinal and Laurel elementary 
schools. The Menlo Park City district enrollment of 2,791 
students significantly exceeds projections 
used a number of years ago when the dis-
trict planned its facilities into the future.
 The situation is dire enough to generate a 
notice from school officials to the German 
American International School, which leases the district’s 
former O’Connor School site off Willow Road, warning 
that the district may have to take back the property before 
the lease expires. The notice was described as a “prelimi-
nary step” by school officials. The lease is set to expire in 
2016, but can be broken if the district determines it needs 
the space.
 And the Las Lomitas Elementary School District, which 
leases out campuses in Ladera (Woodland School) and 
Menlo Park (Phillips Brooks), has sent out a notice to 
the community asking for help to draft a new facilities 
master plan in the face of ever-growing enrollment that 
has seen more students materialize than planned for in 
recent years. Total enrollment for K-3 Las Lomitas and 
4-8 La Entrada schools is expected to peak at just under 
1,400 in 2016, but already some students are housed in 
portable classrooms. 
 The situation is likely more of a shock in the Menlo 
Park City district, which is just winding up a massive $91 

million rebuilding and remodeling project on all of its 
campuses. With the possibility that O’Connor might be in 
play, the district may have to adjust attendance boundaries. 
There are only 10 classrooms at O’Connor, but the campus 
could be enlarged by bringing in more portables.
 Right now the district lacks the flexibility to move its 
middle (4-8) school students away from Hillview School in 
central Menlo Park. And although Encinal is a K-5 campus 

in Atherton, all students from the district’s 
eastern edge must cross El Camino Real 
to attend Hillview for grades 6-8. With 
O’Connor, the district could take some 
pressure off Laurel and Encinal but eventu-

ally, it may run out of space at Hillview, which has just over 
800 students now but a capacity of up to 1,000. 
 For Las Lomitas, which earlier this year signed a new 
lease for the Woodland School campus in Ladera, the 
unexpected enrollment bulge could mean that the dis-
trict would have to take back what is now the Phillips 
Brooks campus, which is conveniently located adjacent 
to La Entrada.
 But any plans to take back back leased-out campuses will 
be studied very carefully by both districts, as the loss of 
rental revenue could severely impact their bottom line.
 With both districts rated among the best in the state, the 
schools are a magnet for the Valley’s high-tech parents, 
who want their children to attend top schools and are 
willing to pay the price to live in Menlo Park and Atherton 
to make sure they get it. But now the very popularity of 
Menlo Park’s two prestigious districts could cause over-
crowding and create the need for even more expansion at 
their campuses.

Enrollment crunch at local schools

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES FROM PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY. EDITED BY TOM GIBBONEY

Atherton Heritage Association

Our Regional Heritage
The Merrill family of Atherton prepares for a trip in 1923 with their belongings piled high on a truck owned by the Holbrook, Merrill and Stetson 
company of San Francisco. Charles Merrill Sr. began his career with the company after the 1906 earthquake, and became president in 1926.
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STANFORD CLINICS
STANFORD 
HEALTH LIBRARY
COMMUNITY 
PHYSICIANS

THE NEXT 
GENERATION 
OF MEDICINE 
AT HOOVER

STANFORD HOSPITAL & CLINICS AND 
PRESIDENT AND CEO AMIR DAN RUBIN INVITE YOU
To join us as we open the doors to the newly renovated Hoover Pavilion and honor 
this historic structure’s place in the legacy of clinical and community care at Stanford.

Hoover Pavilion Open House
Thursday, December 6, 2012
10:00 am: Welcome Reception
10:30 am: Ceremony
11:00 am – 12:00 noon: Tours of Hoover Pavilion

The event is open to the public and will be held outside of the Hoover Pavilion at 211 Quarry Road in Palo Alto.

Refreshments will be served.

RSVP to SUMCRenewal.org/HooverPavilionRSVP 

For more information, visit SUMCRenewal.org

Holiday Fund
Give to The Almanac

Your gift helps children      and people in need

DONATE ONLINE:
siliconvalleycf.org/almanac-holiday-fund

Rotary Club 
of Menlo Park

The David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation

The William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation

www.siliconvalleycf.org
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C O M I N G  S O O N

C O M I N G  S O O N

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

Coldwell Banker 

Top 1% Internationally 

Top 100 Nationally, Wall Street Journal, 2012

650 329 6645 

tom@tomlemieux.com 

tomlemieux.com

DRE# 01066910

For virtual tours of these properties, please visit www.tomlemieux.com

E X C L U S I V E

1000 Louise Street, Menlo Park
Mediterranean villa in West Menlo, 5  bedrooms,  

5.5 baths, corner lot with pool

Offered at $4,495,000

F O R  S A L E

93 Camino Por Los Arboles, Atherton
Opportunity in prime Central Atherton,  

approx. 2.54 level acres with original home

Offered at $13,800,000

F O R  S A L E

196 Selby Lane, Atherton
Craftsman with 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, glorious 

gardens, pool & spa, private cul-de-sac

Offered at $3,495,000

F O R  S A L E

95 Fleur Place, Atherton
7 bedrooms, 9 full, 2 half-baths, gorgeous  

grounds; guest house and pool

Offered at $11,750,000

Atherton
Brand New Construction, West Atherton;  

6  bedrooms, 6 full and 2 half baths

Call for details

E X C L U S I V E  E S TAT E  I N  P R I V AT E 
R E S O R T  S E T T I N G

location elevated above the 
street for privacy and quiet

with viewing deck 

 
3.5 bathrooms

 
of living space

ceilings, and garden-view 
windows 

th fairway 

Course

(approx. 348 sq. ft.) with 
space for an additional  
5 cars

 
(approx. 48,636 sq. ft.) 

 
Las Lomitas schools

Offered at $3,850,000

459 Walsh Road, Atherton

OPEN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1:30 – 4:30PM

N E W  L I S T I N G

838 Partridge Avenue,Menlo Park
Charming remodeled home in Allied Arts,  

1 level with 2 bedrooms, 2 baths

Offered at $1,085,000

Palo Alto
Remodeled 4-bedroom condo with huge outdoor 

living area, just 3 blocks to downtown

Call for details


