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EXPLORE THE NEW

A
VE—N

ALAIN PINEL

Where people, homes and a bit of imagination intersect

ATHERTON

Lavish, new, custom Mediterranean home
on 1+/- acre in west Atherton. Beautifully
finished with hardwood floors, lofty
ceilings, mahogany doors and an array

of marble and granite finishes. Marble
kitchen opens to family room for central
gathering. Formal dining room and butler’s
pantry. Two main-level suites. Smart home
operated by a Savant system.

$7,795,000

PALO ALTO

Unique opportunity to enjoy the
convenience of downtown living.
Charming, remodeled, and expanded
bungalow offers vintage character and
modern amenities. High ceilings, sunlit
interior, an outstanding eat-in kitchen
are among the highlights. Basement
with exterior entrance offers flexible use;
2 bedrooms, full bath, family room and
laundry. Gorgeous, sunny garden.

$2,300,000

MENLO PARK

Recently updated, this unique and
beautiful 3bd/3ba home offers high
ceilings, granite kitchen, tiled bathrooms,
air conditioning, large master suite, high
end fixtures and appliances, and lots of
natural light. This home features a very
large yard, including; tiled patios, lawn
area, bocce court, and entertaining area.
Plans were submitted for expanding living
space over garage.

$1,495,000

MENLO PARK | 1550 El Camino Real, Suite 100 650.462.1111

WOODSIDE | 2930 Woodside Road 650.529.1111
APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Fracisco | Marin | Sonoma | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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Tyler Witlin, 9 months old, crawls to his mom Steff and father Brian, winning the second round and qualifying

for the finals in a diaper derby held during the Menlo Park downtown block party on June 19.

Diaper Derby steals show

By Sam Borsos
Special to the Almanac

race of infant crawlers
Awas a highlight of the

Menlo Park downtown
block party, held June 19 on San-
ta Cruz Avenue and sponsored
by the Menlo Park Chamber of
Commerce.

The diaper derby took place
on a rainbow gymnastic mat
amid a sea of balloons, bubbles,
bike taxis, bouncy slides and live
music that painted the streets
of Santa Cruz Avenue, which
was closed to traffic from 5 to 9
p.m.

“When I was a kid, I went to
a county fair that had a diaper
derby,” said Councilman Ray
Mueller, the master of ceremo-
nies for the block party and
diaper-derby race announcer.
“It brings back wonderful mem-
ories with my family.”

Three crawlers competed in
the finals: 1-year-old Alexander
“Zander” Reece of Menlo Park,
who won the third round to
qualify for the finals; 8-and-
a-half-month-old Tyler Whit-
lin from Mountain View, who
took the second round; and
10-month-old Desmond Cardoin
from Menlo Park, who came out
on top in the first round.
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Zander Reece, a 1-year-old,
finishes first in the final round of
the diaper derby.

In the final event, after a
dramatic crawl near the finish
line followed by a turnaround
to nearly back where he started,
Baby Zander finally crossed
the finish line first and into the
arms of his mother, Mara Giat-
tina. “It was pretty great con-
sidering we were a last-minute
entry,” she said. Zander was
entered in the competition right

before his crawling debut, rather
than online beforehand. “T wish
he would’ve clapped for himself
at the end,” she said.

The West Bay Sanitary District
sponsored the diaper derby.

Among other block activities,
five bands lined the street: the
Buffalo Chips, Acoustic Son,
Blue, the Raytones and The
Member. On the Fremont Park
stage, Livewire Band performed
rock and pop music in the first
in a series of summer concerts in
the park.

Children’s activities such
as basketball hoops, balloon
animal-making and jumping
houses centered around the
second annual Facebook com-
munity stage, which hosted
much of the entertainment at
the block party, including the
diaper derby.

“The block party keeps getting
better and better every year,”
Brian Flegel, board member of
the Chamber of Commerce and
block party chairman, said. “It’s
only as good as what people
bring.”

Mr. Flegel, manager at Flegel’s
Home Furnishings on Santa
Cruz Avenue, has helped put on
the event since its start in 2007.

See DIAPER DERBY, page 6

THE ALMANAC (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370)

and photos (with captions) to:
editor@AlmanacNews.com

letters@AlmanacNews.com

is published every Wednesday by Embarcadero Media,
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
6558. Periodicals Postage Paid at Menlo Park, CA and
at additional mailing offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of
general circulation for San Mateo County, The Almanac is
delivered free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola
Valley and Woodside. Subscriptions for $60 per year or

$100 per 2 years are welcome. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to the Almanac, 3525 Alameda de las
Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-6558. Copyright ©2012

by Embarcadero Media, All rights reserved. Reproduction
without permission is strictly prohibited.

NATIONAL /
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Speaker Series 2013

June 18 Beverly & Dereck Joubert- Living with Big Cats
July16 Paul Nicklen- Polar Obsession

Aug 13 Kobie Boykins- Exploring Mars: The Next Generation

Sept17 Bryan Smith-The Lens of Adventure
{River Rafting & Mountain Climbing from Extreme Heights)

Oct8 Tim Laman & Ed Scholes- Birds of Paradise

Our Sponsors
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Celebrating Family and Food
Since 1925

Wine, Produce,
Groceries, Deli...
FREE!

We sent $80 in coupons to 12,000
customers this month.

Did you get yours?

Join our email list at

www.draegers.com

Instantly receive valuable coupons
with more coming every month.
You may unsubscribe at any time.

Offer Valid at all Draeger’s Markets!

*This is a sample and not a valid coupon. No refunds or cash value.

WWW.DRAEGERS.COM

1010 UNIVERSITY DR., MENLO PARK
650-324-7700
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SOLD
1941 Deodara Drive, Los Altos

represented seller
Beds 5 | Baths 4 | Home ~ 3,189 sq. ft. | Lot ~ 14,580 sq. ft.
Video Tour | www.schoelerman.com

Jackie R/ Richard
650-855-9700 |\ - ¥  650-566-8033

jackie@schoelerman.com | ' P richard@schoelerman.com
BRE # 01092400 _ r . BRE # 01413607

www.schoelerman.com
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Council wants to appoint
Carlson’s replacement

m Application deadline July 8 for residents seeking
appointment to serve out council term.

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

therton residents who
want to serve their com-
munity at a high level of

involvement — and who have a
solid store of tolerance for meet-
ing attendance — might consider
applying for a short term on the
City Council to see if the job suits
them. Applications are being
taken for residents interested in
serving out the term of Council-
man Jerry Carlson, who is resign-
ing his position on July 1.

The four remaining council
members are hoping to appoint a
person to the seat rather than wait
until the November election to
have a full council. Mr. Carlson’s
term ends in December 2014.

The application deadline is
July 8 at 5 p.m.

The council decided at its

B ATHERTON

June 19 meeting to interview
candidates on Thursday, July 11,
beginning at 5:30 p.m. The coun-
cil could appoint a person that
night, or, if the four members
can’t agree on a candidate, could
call for an election on Nov. 5.

If an election is held, the can-
didate filing period would open
on Julyl5 and end on Aug. 9.

New vice mayor

The council on June 19 also
appointed Cary Wiest vice mayor.
Mr. Carlson was elected to that
position in December, but resigned
the post effective 6 p.m. June 19,
just before the council meeting.

Mr. Wiest was elected to the
council last November, support-

See COUNCIL APPOINT, page 8

School bond measure officially
approved for November ballot

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

r I Yhere was much agoniz-
ing over language but no
surprises when the Menlo

Park City School District board

met on June 17 and unani-

mously approved placing a $23
million bond measure on the

November ballot.

The board also unanimously
approved the extension of the
German-Ameri-
can International

ers, the bonds will pay for new
buildings and equipment on the
approximately six-acre campus.
The district will decide whether
to renovate or tear down and
rebuild the only existing build-
ing on the site after an inves-
tigation by engineering and
geotechnical experts.
According to the district, the
“best estimate” of the maximum
tax rate levied to meet the debt
service of a $23 million bond
measure would be
$8.70 per year per

School’s lease of German- $100,000 of assessed
the district-owned A . valuation of taxable
O’Connor cam- merican property.

pus by one year, school’s campus The resolu-
allowing the private lease extended tion authorizing

school to stay at the
Menlo Park campus
until May 15, 2015.

With enrollment surging and
the district’s four schools feeling
the pressures of overcrowding
and increasing class size, the
board voted earlier this year to
reopen the former O’Connor
school in the Willows neigh-
borhood in 2016. It will serve
third- to fifth-graders coming
from the K-2 program at nearby
Laurel School.

If the bond measure is
approved by 55 percent of vot-

until May 2015.

the ballot measure
includes the board’s
intent “to issue such
bonds, if approved by voters,
only as current interest bonds
unless future assessed property
valuation or interest rates vary
substantially” from current pro-
jections.

That language was added at a
June 11 meeting at the request
of board member Jeff Child,
who wanted the board to signal
to voters their preference for

See SCHOOL BOND, page 8
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Storm drains, bridges are key
features of Woodside budget

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

ublic works is a major
P focus in a proposed budget

for the town of Woodside
over the next two fiscal years,
starting July 1.

Under the plan, proposed by
Town Manager Kevin Bryant,
the town would begin long-term
projects to recondition and make
safe the town’s storm drains and
three of its bridges. The cross-
walk at the elementary school
would be upgraded, the Town
Hall would be repainted and

some new windows installed,
and the staff would receive a pay
raise.

The Town Council discussed
the two-year budget in detail
on June 11. At its meeting on
Tuesday, June 25, the council
will either approve it or send it
back for more work. That meet-
ing starts at 7:30 p.m.

(Check AlmanacNews.com for
updates. The paper went to press
before the June 25 meeting.)

With revenues over the com-
ing 12 months projected at $5.84
million and expenses at $5.57
million, the budget would show

a surplus of $271,146. A surplus
of $177,341 is expected in the
2014-15 fiscal year.

After spending more than $3
million on road rehabilitation
since 2008, the storm-drain sys-
tem needs attention, Mr. Bryant
said. “Now the real threat to (the
surface roads) is the sub-surface
infrastructure,” he said. “If they
fail, then we’re losing some of the
money we spent.” The budget allo-
cates $50,000 over the next year
to map a repair and replacement
strategy, and $100,000 to start

See STORM DRAINS, page 8

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

Louise Street, someone will

be there to hear it, watch it
and photograph it, as the con-
flict between neighborhood
residents and a Menlo Park
developer heats up.

To recap: Developer Sam
Sinnott and investment part-
ner Mircea Voskerician want
to build a driveway exiting on
Louise Street from a property
at 1825 Santa Cruz Ave. that
they purchased for redevelop-
ment. The exit would partially
pave over a bit of greenery in

If a tree branch falls on

Louise Street conflict escalates

the public right-of-way, and
possibly bolster the developer’s
case for switching the address
from Santa Cruz Avenue to
Louise Street, which city staff
has declined to support.

But staff did initially issue
the permit for the driveway.
Shortly thereafter, a group of
neighbors asked the council to
revoke it, partly on grounds that
the driveway never existed, say-
ing that 35 current and former
Louise Street residents don't
remember any vehicle ever
accessing the lot from the back.
The man who sold the property
to Mr. Sinnott contests that,
saying work trucks had. City

AW W L e

Photo by M|chelle Le/The Almanac
The new view of 1825 Santa Cruz Ave. from Louise Street. Neighbors complain that work crews
stripped away a screen of greenery that used to keep them from seeing Santa Cruz Avenue.

staff noted that yet another pre-
vious owner also had a permit,
but never followed through.

The council voted 4-1 to
nix Mr. Sinnott’s permit after
hearing from both sides.

The neighbors then asked
the city to turn over the public
right-of-way to adjoining hom-
eowners — a process called
abandonment — with plans
to preserve it as green space in
perpetuity with easements for
pedestrian access. The council
is scheduled to vote on the
abandonment July 16; plan-
ning commissioners voted 4-2

See LOUISE STREET, page 8
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Meat &3 Produce » Fine Foods
Wine & Liquor * Delicatessen
Hardware & Grain
Open 6:30 am - 8:00 pm daily
Sales Dates: June 26 - 29, 2013

MARKET

IROIRINOIEARVASIE DI N

4420 Alpine Rd., Portola Valley
phone 650.851.1711

WO.@IDSTNDIE

3015 Woodside Rd., Woodside
phone 650.851.1511

Fresh Produce
Organlc 3 99
IIb

% Heirloom Tomatoes
Yellow & White
Peaches .................. $2.49’|b
Yellow & White

Nectarines................. $2.4-9|b

Hawaiian
Pork Chops............... $5.98Ib
(Snapper)

Rock Cod ............... $11 98|b 5&‘!’ e
II:3rae;;hShr|mp ............ $12 98Ib

Fage Total Yogurt

0 7

99¢
Stouffers M & Ch
oo v i s e 31,99
Near East C Mi
N N1

Kellogg’s Smart Start
1707 1o *3.49

Friskies Cat Food
1 0 7 " 55¢

DeI| Department

Beat the Heat with a refreshing, o
cold and tasty beverage from B
our smoothie bar! Try an icee
or fruit smoothie

or a frappe! $4.25ea

Wine and Spirits

Cabernet Sale

Come take advantage of the great deals on these excellent Cabernet Sauvignons

2010 Olema, Sonoma County ............ccocccercc... Reg. $19.99 Sale 16.99
2007 Unbridled, Sonoma County .................... Reg. $23.99 Sale *16.99
2008 Sequoia Grove, Napa Valley ... Reg. $41.99 Sale *35.99
2010 Amici, Napa Valley ........cccoocoovcevcerscrsre Reg. $44.99 Sale $37.99

2010 Robert Craig “Affinity”, Napa Valley .....Reg. $54.99 Sale $44.99

Sale prices are not and do not qualify for further discount

{ www.robertsmarket.com }
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Embezzlement case: District
sues former official over
‘gift’ of Menlo Park home

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

he San Mateo Coun-
Tty Mosquito and Vector

Control District has sued
the district’s former finance
director alleging that, after she
pleaded no contest to embezzle-
ment charges involving more
than $450,000 but before a
judge determined what she owes
as restitution, she improperly
divested herself of the ownership
of a house at 1311 Henderson
Ave. in Menlo Park.

Former finance director Jo
Ann Dearman (aka Jo Ann
Seeney) pleaded no contest on
April 17 to five counts each of
felony embezzlement and felony
embezzlement of public funds,
prosecutors said. She is free
on a $250,000 bail, but faces
a maximum of seven years in
state prison. Sentencing is set
for July 19. The length of her
prison term depends in part
on how much restitution she
makes to the mosquito control
district ahead of her sentencing
hearing, District Attorney Steve
Wagstaffe said.

In a June 11 court filing,
the mosquito control district’s
attorneys, Paul E. Gaspari and
John P. Christian, alleged fraud
and conspiracy to defraud by

Ms. Dearman, 62, and by a
woman who county attorneys
believe to be her sister, co-
defendant Billie Jean Dearman.
On April 30, two weeks after
her plea agreement, Jo Ann
Dearman transferred owner-
ship of the house to Billie Jean
Dearman by means of a quit-
claim deed, essentially a gift.

The San Mateo County
Treasurer-Tax Collector set the
assessed value of the house at
$271,000 in 2012, according to
the agency’s online database.

When Ms. Dearman was hired
by the district in 2008, she had
a criminal record that included
an embezzlement conviction
in connection with a previous
employer, prosecutors said. She
reportedly took medical leave
from the district to serve time
in prison.

Over a two-year period at the
mosquito control district, Ms.
Dearman and her bookkeeping
assistant Vika Sinipata embez-
zled over $450,000 by giving
themselves extra pay, raising
their rate of pay, taking “fraudu-
lent” time off, channeling exces-
sive contributions to deferred
compensation funds, and using
district credit cards for personal
purchases and electronic trans-
fers into their own accounts,
prosecutors said. B

Bill Workman service on July 7

A memorial service will be held
from 2 to 6 p.m. Sunday, July 7, at
the Kings Mountain Fire Brigade
Community Center for William
“Bill” Spears Workman Jr., an
award-winning journalist and
longtime Woodside resident. The

community center is at 13899
Skyline Blvd. in Woodside.

Mr. Workman died June 11
after a battle with prostate can-
cer. He was 77.

An earlier story had the wrong
date for the service.

DIAPER DERBY

continued from page 3

He and Dexter Chow, the owner
of the Cheeky Monkey toy
store just down the street, help
organize the party. The goal,
Mr. Flegel said, is to support
local businesses and nonprofit
organizations, while at the same

time bringing the community
together downtown.

His favorite part of the block
party, he said, is interacting and
connecting with people. “T like
that it has no rules. You can
bring your dog, your family —
I've seen people dress up in
costumes. It takes on a life of its
own.” ¥

SUPPORT LOCAL

JOURNALISM

SupportLocalJournalism.org/Almanac
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Recipe by Rose Scott, 12, wins
invitation to the White House

Menlo Park girl is a winner in Michelle Obama’s ‘healthy lunch’ contest

By Sam Borsos
Special to the Almanac

ose Scott, a 12-year-old Menlo Park girl,

Ksn’t your average kid baking cookies in

n Easy Bake oven. She’ll be dining at the

White House in July, thanks to her award-winning
recipe for pork and tofu lettuce cups.

Rose is one of 54 children throughout the
United States to win the second nationwide
“Healthy Lunchtime Challenge,” sponsored by
First Lady Michelle Obama to help fight child-
hood obesity.

Her recipe was selected among three finalists
in California. More than 1,300 entries were
submitted for the contest, restricted to kids ages
8 to 12. The winners were announced on June
20.

“My mom used to make this pork recipe and
she’d serve it over rice,” Rose said. “I thought it
was really yummy so I decided to make a varia-
tion for the competition — I added tofu and
vegetables and served it in lettuce.”

The winners, each accompanied by one adult,
will attend dinner at the White House on July
9 and taste some of the winning dishes. After-
ward, they’ll visit the White House kitchen
garden.

“We’re absolutely thrilled and honored,” said
Jean Lum Hoy, Rose’s mother, who will accom-
pany her daughter to the dinner.

“When I go to the White House, I'm looking
forward to meeting Michelle Obama,” Rose
said. “I think she’s a great person.”

Ms. Lum Hoy said that her family is health-
conscious about what
they cook because
of their 10-year-old
son Galen’s allergies
to wheat and dairy.

“My mom spent
a lot of time try-
ing to find nutritious
foods that he could
eat,” Rose said. “That
meant no pizza or
macaroni and cheese
in our house.”

A student at Girls’
Middle School in
Palo Alto, Rose has
been cooking for a
few years. Among

her favorite recipes:
black bean chili and

Photo by Greg McShea
Recipe below for this
award-winning dish created
by a Menlo Park student.

RECIPE

Rose’s Recipe for Pork and Tofu Lettuce Cups:
Ingredients:

1 Ib lean ground pork

1 block firm tofu, drained well and diced into 1/2 inch cubes
2 tsp vegetable oil

Sauce:

3 tbsp soy sauce (or wheat free/low salt soy sauce)
1 tbsp sesame oil

1 tbsp cornstarch

2 tsp grated ginger

2 tsp white or rice vinegar

2 tsp sugar

2 minced garlic cloves

2 heads of butter or romaine lettuce, cleaned and separated

Photo by Greg McShea
Rose Scott, 12, of Menlo Park, makes her pork and
tofu lettuce cups at her friend'’s house.

pancakes for dinner. Other than cooking, she
studies computer science, runs cross country,
and participates in synchronized swimming with
the Santa Clara Aquamaids.

“My husband and I have encouraged both of
our kids to help out in the kitchen,” Ms. Lum
Hoy said. “We want them to be self-sufficient
and make something nutritious. Recently we’ve
asked both of the kids to make dinner once a
week. It’s an important life skill.”

Other recipes entered in the White House
competition include “Slam Dunk Veggie
Burger,” “Yummy Eggplant Lasagna Rolls” and
“Zucchini Pancakes & Passion Fruit Banana
Smoothie.” The recipes were designed using the
USDA’s MyPlate guide to including the five food
groups in each meal.

Go to recipechallenge.epicurious.com to see a
complete list of winners and recipes. A free
e-cookbook of winning recipes will be available
in July. @

Toppings:

1 bag broccoli coleslaw (undressed) or
bean sprouts

cilantro

mint

lime slices

Stir sauce ingredients in a bowl and set aside. Brown ground
pork in oil over medium-high heat, breaking meat into small
pieces as it cooks. Drain excess oil from pan. Add sauce to
pan and cook until thickened, about five minutes. Stir fre-
quently. Add tofu and cook until heated through, about 2 min-
utes. Spoon meat mixture into lettuce cups (about a quarter
cup). Top with fresh veggies.

REAL ESTATE TRENDS
by Samia Cullen

Home Repairs
You Should Not Neglect

Home maintenance is one of those
things that is easy to forget or put off. Tak-
ing care of the following repairs annually
can save you a lot of money over the long
haul. If you’re not careful, you can end
up having that house in the neighborhood
with the overgrown yard, peeling paint,
and a list of expensive repairs that could
have possibly been prevented.

repairs could be costly if neglected.

4) Power washing and sealing wood
deck: Power wash and seal every
one to three years, depending on
the amount of moss and mold. If
you let it go, your deck will warp,
nails will pop out and the deck
won’t last as long.

5) Dryer vent cleaning: The pur-
pose is to get rid of lint buildup. If
you ignore it, the result could be a
disastrous fire. Once the vent gets
clogged, the dryer starts overheat-
ing and it can catch on fire.

6) Carpet cleaning: Have the carpets
cleaned every 12 months or more
often for high-traffic areas and
homes with small children, pets or
smokers. If the carpet looks dirty,
you’ve waited too long because
some soil can’t be removed with
vacuuming.

7) Siding and Paint: Look for cracks

mer. An inspection might find subter- and holes in house siding or paint.

ranean termites that come from the Replace caulk and paint as neces-
ground or flying termites. Termite sary.

1) Annual HVAC inspection: Have
the heating system serviced.
Change filters. Make repairs as
needed; it prolongs the useful life
and efficiency of the furnace.

2) Chimney inspection: A simple
chimney cleaning can prevent
chimney fires and damage to your
entire house. Inspect the chimney
for loose or missing mortar; check
the cap and repair as needed.

3) Termite Inspection: Termites are
more active in spring and early sum-

If you have a real estate question or would like a free market analysis for your home,
please call me at 650-384-5392, Alain Pinel Realtors, or email me at scullen@apr.com.
For the latest real estate news, follow my blog at www.samiacullen.com

We are buyers of Diamonds,
Estate Jewelry, Fine Watches,
Sterling Silver Flat Ware
and Gold and Platinum Jewelery

e ROLEX, PATEK PHILIPPE, CARTIER
AND ANY FINE WATCHES
e JEWELRY NEW OR OLD, WORN EVEN
DAMAGED ¢ SILVER AND GOLD COINS
e NOT SURE? BRING IT IN! « WE ALSO ACCEPT
TRADE-INS AND CONSIGNMENT

Local showroom ® Full Service Fine Jeweler
Over 25 years of serving the Mid Peninsula!

We specialized in the purchase
of larger Diamonds....1 carat and above!

We offer Free appraisals
with no obligation

2808 EL CAMINO REAL

(3 LIGHTS SOUTH OF WOODSIDE RD.)

REDWOOD CITY

650-365-3000
WWW.JACKSONSQUARE.COM
TUES. — SAT. 10AM TO 5PM

CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY
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Storm drains, bridges are key
features of Woodside budget

continued from page 5

rehabilitation the following year.

Meanwhile, three bridges that
span three creeks — on Kings
Mountain, Portola and Mountain
Home roads — are seen as threats
to fail. The California Depart-
ment of Transportation in 2009
designated the bridges across
Union Creek, Alimbique Creek
and Bear Gulch Creek as “struc-
turally deficient” and “function-
ally obsolete.” Untouched, it may
be 20 years before Caltrans would
forbid heavy traffic, possibly even
fire and garbage trucks, a profes-
sional engineer told the council in
November 2012.

To replace all three bridges
would run $6.5 million, 90 per-
cent of which the federal govern-
ment would pay, but with a catch:
federal standards would double
bridge widths and undercut their
charm and rural nature. There
are options to extend the bridges’
lives, but the council wanted
a study. The budget allocates
$20,000 for that and $100,000
for 2014-15 in anticipation of
rehabilitation work.

Some $215,600 would upgrade
the crosswalk at Woodside Ele-
mentary School, including new
in-pavement lights, better drain-
age, and more effective road
signs. Grants would pay for it
all: $194,000 from the Highway
Safety Improvement Program,
and $21,600 from Measure A, a
countywide half-cent sales tax.

Smaller staff

Town Hall staff is smaller.
Gone since 2011-12 are the
town’s building official, build-
ing inspector, three project
managers and a community
preservation officer, accord-
ing to the budget message. The
proposed budget would retain
one full-time deputy building
official and one full-time proj-
ect manager, but go to outside
firms for the other services.

In July, all staff members would
get a 3 percent raise, the first in
five years, but with fewer staff
members, spending on compensa-
tion will drop by about $350,000,
Mr. Bryant said in an email. The
town will save $185,000 even
though contractual services costs
will rise by about $165,000.

Another top priority: the Town
Center Area Plan, an effort by
staffand volunteers to ponder the
future of the downtown commer-
cial district. The budget allocates
$100,000 for professional facilita-
tors to engage the community and
consultants to prepare designs
and conduct studies.

The budget includes about
$60,000 for Town Hall upkeep,
including painting the building,
repairing or replacing the deck,
and repairing selected windows
and window frames.

A structural analysis of the
public library would assess
whether longstanding plans to
rehabilitate the building meet
seismic-integrity standards. B

COUNCIL APPOINT

continued from page 5

ed along with Mayor Elizabeth
Lewis by the Atherton Police
Officers’ Association during a
campaign marked by warn-
ings from the police union that
police services would be in jeop-
ardy should residents support the
wrong candidates. Mr. Wiest had
run unsuccessfully for a council
seat in 2010, soon after moving to
Atherton.

Council members Jim Dobbie
and Bill Widmer objected to the
appointment of a vice mayor that
night, and urged the council to
postpone the decision. “It is not
appropriate for council member
Carlson to be voting on the future
mayor when (Mr. Carlson) is leav-
ing,” Mr. Dobbie said.

Mr. Widmer said he felt so
strongly that the appointment,
with Mr. Carlson voting, would
be inappropriate that he would
refuse to vote if the council acted
that night.

Disagreeing with his col-
leagues, Mr. Carlson said the
council needed to have a vice
mayor in place in case the mayor

is unable for any reason to per-
form her duties after Mr. Carlson
has stepped down. Such a situa-
tion would leave the council with
three members only, and with
none designated to preside over
a council session.

Mr. Carlson, Mr. Wiest and
Mayor Lewis pushed ahead; all
three cast votes for Mr. Wiest.
Mr. Dobbie voted no, and Mr.
Widmer abstained.

There is no rule requiring the
council to appoint a vice mayor
to the mayoral post the following
year, but that has been the tradi-
tional progression into the office.
The tradition is likely to be tested
in December, however, given the
unusual circumstances for Mr.
Wiest’s appointment and the dis-
sension of two council members.

To apply for council

Residents interested in apply-
ing for the council seat should
contact City Clerk Theresa Del-
laSanta at 752-0529 or tdellas-
anta@ci.atherton.ca.us. Appli-
cation forms are available online
at www. ci.atherton.ca.us under
the “Announcement” heading
on the home page. B
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Carrying the torch

Making their way through downtown Menlo Park on El Camino Real, Menlo Park police and Special
Olympics athletes carry the torch June 21 in support of the Special Olympics of Northern California.
Officers ran along El Camino between Palo Alto and Atherton. The Special Olympics is a nonprofit that
organizes free sports training and competitions across the world for children and adults with intellectual
disabilities. The local games will take place at the end of June.

Photo by Sofia Biros/The Almanac

Louise Street conflict escalates

continued from page 5

last month that the request fol-
lows the city’s general plan, but
noted that they were not voting
on whether abandonment should
proceed or not.

Tempers have not cooled while
everyone waits for the council’s
decision. Police responded to a
complaint of possible heritage
tree damage on Louise Street on
June 13. Officers, after consulting
the city’s arborist, determined
construction needed to stop until
protection was put up around a
heritage tree trunk, according
to spokeswoman Nicole Acker.
Police also told residents who
had blocked the work crew’s
trucks with their own cars to
move, and they complied, Ms.
Acker said. No one was cited.

Both sides called the other out

for behaving rudely during the
confrontation.

To hear the residents tell it,
Mr. Sinnott’s work crew showed
up and tore down foliage, in the
process damaging a heritage
redwood tree growing on the
right-of-way. The crew stripped
away a screen of greenery that
used to keep the neighbors from
seeing Santa Cruz Avenue, they
said, visibly changing the char-
acter of the street and leaving
the residents terribly upset.

To hear developer Sam Sinnott
and his attorney, Bill Garrett,
tell it, the yard work thinned
the backyard as a fire precau-
tion and to save a heritage oak
tree choked by overgrowth, after
being authorized by the city’s
arborist. Protective fencing was
installed as soon as the yard work
cleared enough space, they said,

and three to four redwood tree
branches that crossed the prop-
erty line were trimmed to avoid
breakage as the crew’s truck
pulled into the yard.

Mr. Sinnott had informed the
city about the work in advance.
City Attorney Bill McClure told
the Almanac that he suggested
the developer wait until after
the council votes on the aban-
donment “to avoid creating or
escalating a conflict with the
Louise Street neighbors.”

The city attorney also said
that no permit is required for
the developer to access his
property from Louise Street
and that no laws would be vio-
lated by doing so “provided he
does not remove any vegetation
or trees from the public right of
way, perform any work in the
public right of way, or cause
damage to the public right of
way” without city approval. B

SCHOOL BOND

continued from page 5

that type of bond instead of the
increasingly controversial capital
appreciation bond (CAB). With
a CAB, a school district or other
public agency pays no interest
until the bond term ends, but
the interest rate is higher, as is the
ultimate cost to the public.
Board members spent most
of their time during the June 17
discussion on 75 words — or 74,
depending on who was counting
correctly. Those words will be

the bond measure’s ballot sum-
mary, which is legally limited to
75 words.

The difficulty was in convey-
ing the district’s intent to use the
bond revenue to reopen a new
school, but to include the pos-
sibility that, if all the revenue is
not needed for the new school,
the remaining money would be
applied toward critical capital
projects on other campuses.

If there’s leftover money, the
ballot measure authorizes work
at the district’s other campuses
including roof repair, replace-

ment or modification; seismic
and structural upgrades; replace-
ment or repair of energy efficien-
cy systems; installation, renova-
tion and improvement of campus
security systems; renovation,
repair and upgrade of classroom
and multipurpose room inte-
riors; and construction, reno-
vation, repair and upgrade of
classroom and storage spaces.

Go to tinyurl.com/MPbond26
and click on the link under 4.a
to read the ballot language and
the resolution authorizing the
bond election. &
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‘Fresh Impressions’

“Poppies with a View” by Alice Weil of Menlo Park is one of the oil landscapes featured in “Fresh
Impressions,” the artist’s June show at the Portola Art Gallery at the Allied Arts Guild, 75 Arbor Road

in Menlo Park. The paintings span all seasons, capturing mostly local scenes. Through Aug. 15, Portola
Art Gallery artists will also participate in the group theme, “Sunflowers,” in a tribute to one of van Gogh’s
most famous subjects.

7 burglaries, 4 thefts in 3 days

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

omeone got past a fence
Sin the 300 block of Con-

stitution Avenue and cut
the lock of a storage container,
stealing $15,000 in welding
equipment from the container,
according to a June 18 report
from the Menlo Park Police
Department.

That burglary was one of
three reported in Menlo Park on
Monday, June 17 — two com-
mercial burglaries and one resi-
dential. The next day saw three
more burglaries plus four cases
of theft, with another burglary
on Wednesday. Over the three
days, the estimated losses add
up to nearly $25,000.

Thieves smashed windows and
made off with valuables in two
vehicle burglaries on Tuesday,
June 18: a MacBook Pro, no value
given, stolen from a vehicle parked
in the 1800 block of El Camino

E MENLO PARK

Real; and a computer, cell phone,
$40 in cash and personal items (a
loss totaling $1,800) taken from a
vehicle parked in the 1600 block
of Marsh Road.

Two bicycles were reported
stolen — one with a value of
$300, taken from an unlocked
storage container on Coleman
Avenue, and another worth
$6,000, taken from a garage on
Lemon Street. Another bike was
stolen from an open garage on
Middlefield Road, but police had
no information on its value.

Someone broke into a laundry
room in the 400 block of Oak
Grove Avenue and stole the coin-
collection containers from coin-
operated washing machines, and
broke into a maintenance room
and stole two saws. The losses
amounted to $665, including $20
in coins, police said.

About $20 in coins were also
reported stolen from a home on
Hollyburne Avenue on June 19,
along with a Playstation video
game console with a value of
$300 after someone entered
the house through an unlocked
bedroom window.

A backpack containing work
papers, laptop computers and
knee pads went missing from the
trunk of a vehicle parked in the
300 block of Hedge Road, police
said. The losses add up to $690.

In two burglaries, one com-
mercial and one residential,
the victims reported signs of
break-ins but that was all. At
Honeycombers, a lice-treat-
ment facility at 441 El Camino
Real, there were pry marks on
a door and the door’s handle
was missing, police said. And
at a residence on Glenwood
Avenue, thieves broke into four
storage containers but took
nothing, police said. B

Menlo Park drive-by shooting injures two

By Sue Dremman
Palo Alto Weekly

wo men sitting in the drive-
Tway of Hamilton Avenue
residence were shot Satur-

day night, Menlo Park police said.
Officers responded on June 22
at 10:15 p.m. to several calls about
gunshots and possible victims on
the 400 block of Hamilton Ave-
nue, the block where Belle Haven
Elementary School is located.
They found evidence of a shoot-

ing and that at least one person
had been injured, but failed to
find any victims or cooperative
witnesses, police said.

Officers contacted local hos-
pitals and discovered two shoot-
ing victims had just walked into
a hospital with injuries that
were not life-threatening. The
victims, a 22-year-old Fremont
man and a 27-year-old Menlo
Park resident, told police they
were sitting in the home’s drive-
way when an SUV pulled up in

front of the house. An unknown
person in the vehicle shot at
them multiple times, they said.
The car then drove off north-
bound on Hamilton Avenue.
The suspect car is described
as a light-colored — possibly
silver — SUV occupied by an
unknown number of people.
Police ask anyone who might
have information or who wit-
nessed the incident to call detec-
tives at 330-6300 or the anony-
mous tip line at 330-6395. &
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WEEKLY REAL ESTATE REPORT

Reports available via the
convenient QR code or at
PeninsulaSpecialist.com

Real Estate Statistics
Updated Weekly for

Atherton
Woodside
Portola Valley
Menlo Park

STEVEGRAY =

DRE# 01498634

650-743-7702
sgray@cbnorcal.com

Offering 30+ years
of local knowledge.
Born in Menlo Park.
Raised in Atherton.
A Woodside resident.

FARM FRESH &

GLUTEN-FREE FAIR!
Sunday, June 30, 1-4

Campo's Margherita Pizza,
with House Made Gluten-Free Crust

Help us celebrate our new gluten-free offerings,
and enjoy tastes of our new gluten-free pizza, pasta,
and other specialties from 1-4pm. Watch local GF expert
Amy Fothergill show how to prepare GF dishes from her
upcoming cookbook from 2-3 pm, and enjoy tastes from
local GF purveyors, like Zest Bakery and Kettel Krakkers.

Join us for LUNCH and DINNER Wed-Sun
and WEEKEND BRUNCH Sat-Sun

(650) 614-1177 | campo185.com
185 University Ave., Palo Alto
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Come and Join us for Complimentary
Lunch & Lattes at the Open House!

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12PM - 5PM

. RN L el T N AT
28 Aliso Way e oy (U S - - Pe s Ken Deleon

PORTOLA VALLTEY -’;"_- 2 3 , Fadl P Y- '_ > DELEON REALTY
: #1 Agent in the USA

Per Latest Wall Street Journal Rankings

Charming 3 bedroom home of approx. 1150 sq. ft. (per assessor) sits on a beautifully L \ ‘_ Fi = Sk Doy : | . .
< G A s 2 | (650) 380-1420 deleon

tree-lined lot of over 9,800 sq. ft. (per assessor). This lovely home seamlessly

DRE# 01342140 REAL REAL ESTATE

ken@deleonrealty.com
WWW.DELEONREALTY.COM

blends indoor and outdoor living through walls of windows and beautiful outdoor
spaces. The home is in close proximity to the shops and restaurants of Ladera as
well as route 280 and the well-known biking, jogging and equestrian trails of Portola
Valley, yet it feels a world away due to the incredible sylvan setting. Las Lomitas : e, g i = lE\ E @
Elementary, La Entrada Middle, Menlo-Atherton High (Buyer to Verify). f\\ = . i

W Ken DelLeon

— DELEON REALTY For video tour, more photos and information please visit:

deleon #1 Agent in the USA www_28A|isoWay.com

REAL REAL ESTATE Per Latest Wall Street Journal Rankings

‘\ €

Listed at $1,298,000
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Belle Haven vision process
steps into action phase

By Tara Golshan

Special to the Almanac

enlo Park residents
and city officials came
together on June 20 in

a communal effort to address and
prioritize key issues affecting the
city’s Belle Haven neighborhood.

For two hours, approximately
70 people participated in a Belle
Haven community action work-
shop, held at the senior center
on Terminal Avenue, to help
envision an improved and safer
neighborhood.

The Menlo Park City Council
voted 4-1 last September to spend
an estimated $90,000 to hire
consultants to develop a com-
munity-engagement process and
vision for Belle Haven. The June
20 discussion, facilitated in both
English and Spanish, continued
the process. However, accord-
ing to Menlo Park Community
School Director and Belle Haven
resident Alejandro Vilchez, the
workshop marked the beginning
of the next phase in this commu-
nity-planning endeavor.

“What you can expect tonight
is the prioritization of issues and
concerns that have been voiced

and expressed by neighbor-
hood stakeholders,” Mr. Vilchez
said in his introduction to the
event. “Something we want to
accomplish tonight is to take
those ‘whats’ and turn them into
‘hows’ and then ‘whens.”

The meeting highlighted
work by consultant group MIG
Inc. on the visioning process.
Emphasizing the importance of
community input, MIG Public
Outreach Consultant Vanessa
Silva presented the key action
ideas offered by Belle Haven
residents over the past months.

Public safety, crime preven-
tion and education consistently
received the most interest from
community members, Ms. Silva
said, who then separated the
group to discuss specific improve-
ment strategies in each category.

Belle Haven, a historically less
affluent and more ethnically
diverse neighborhood in Menlo
Park, has the reputation of hav-
ing a high crime rate, Menlo Park
Police Chief Robert Jonsen said.

“I know a lot of people think
there is a lot of crime,” Chief
Jonsen said. “The crime here,
statistically, is no different than
any other part of the city. It is

Community
heroines

Keiko Franklin sent us this
photo of three “community
heroines” picking up trash
on Sharon Road in front of
La Entrada Middle School in
Menlo Park a little before 7
a.m. Friday, June 21. “They
mentioned that they live
nearby in Menlo Park and
they take a walk together
every Friday morning with
their garbage bags in their
hands. | believe that their
deeds are commendable.”
From left, they are Elizabeth
Schwartz, Diane Brandt and
Margot Rowlins.

almost number for number.”

However, many residents were
quick to disagree, noting that the
severity of the crime is the distin-
guishing factor in Belle Haven.

Amanda Pecoraro, who moved
to Belle Haven in October,
described a drive-by shooting
that happened on her street and
hit her front window in April.

“I have seen people walk by
our house and rip a wallet off
somebody, and then the shoot-
ing,” Ms. Pecoraro said. “We
were very scared.”

However, with the action of
the community, Ms. Pecoraro

said she is confident the neigh-
borhood can make bigger strides
toward crime prevention.

Chief Jonsen agreed, noting
that public safety “is a very col-
laborative effort,” and takes a
close-knit community.

In an effort to combat the fear
factor, community members
began work on forming a neigh-
borhood watch group by signing
up block captains and commit-
ting to increasing friendly inter-
actions with their neighbors.

With such widespread ethnic
diversity in the Belle Haven com-
munity, Mr. Vilchez emphasized

the need for authentic conversa-
tion between neighbors in order to
create a successful watch group.

Participants also noted the
importance of involving youth
in planning, highlighting the
need for summer employment
and educational support to get
kids off of the streets.

MIG representatives said they
hope to see increased involvement
and commitment from commu-
nity members to ensure follow-
through with the discussed action
items, and may present the updat-
ed vision of the Belle Haven com-
munity to the council in July. &
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or hourly basis!

Just take a look...

One last thing...

ASSISTANCE
1-866-4-Liveln®

650-462-6900

HomeCareAssistance.com

Three Kinds of Home Care
at Home Care Assistance

Our three tiers of care are always
available to clients with no extra cost!

While most agencies merely offer hourly care to the unwell, only Home Care Assistance
covers the three major areas of home care: Balanced Care, Dementia Care and Post-
hospitalization Care. We provide our clients specially trained caregivers and programs
that were developed for each of these areas. And our caregivers are available on a live-in

Balanced Care is for those seniors who choose to age in their own homes. All caregivers
receive training in our Balanced Care Method™, which is a holistic program that promotes
a healthy mind, body and spirit for aging adults.

Cognitive Therapeutics is provided to help delay memory problems. We use specially
trained caregivers to provide an active set of cognitive interventions, developed by
Dementia Therapeutics, to slow the progression of Alzheimer’s and dementia. No other
home care agency can provide Dementia Therapeutics Method™ trained caregivers.

Hospital to Home Care is for those seniors who need help after a medical incident.
We are the experts on a smooth recovery at home, having written the popular book
From Hospital to Home Care. And most importantly, our caregivers are available 24/7
at the economical live-in rate.

Other home care agencies require strict contracts and special charges. There could
be hidden meal-time rates, transportation charges, an over-night rate, or a even

a bathing rate. Not so at Home Care Assistance. We have no contracts or obligations!
And there are never hidden fees!

Call today to learn about our unique approach to home care!

Home (are

148 Hawthorne Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301
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ATHERTON
www.351Stockbridge.com

1.6+/- acres | 3-level floorplan | 5 bedroom suites
Media Room/Office | Total sq. ft . ~12,634
Resort-like grounds | Pool/Spa Studio Cabana
Tennis Court | 4-car & 6-car garage
Las Lomitas Schools

New Price $8,995,000

ATHERTON
www.84NoraWay.com

Built in 2009 | .92 ac (40,260 SF) landscaped lot
Bird’s eye maple floors | Swimming pool
Detached 3-car garage

Offered at $5,800,000

LINDENWOOD ATHERTON
www.24Catalpa.com

Prime Lindenwood Location
New one-level home by
Tapia Construction & Restoration
5 bedroom suites + 2 half baths
1 bed / 1 ba guesthouse with full kitchen
Pool | Outdoor fireplace
Heated bluestone terrace
Detached 3-car garage
~1.12. acres | Menlo Park Schools

Offered at $8,300,000

Co-listed with LANCE FREEMAN
DRE 01046732 650.888.7513

MARY & BRENT Mary: 650.888.0860 * mgullixson@apr.com ‘A_
| N
GULLIXSON Brent: 650.888.4898 ¢ bgullixson@apr.com ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

MARY: DRE 00373961 | BRENT: DRE 01329216 Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage infor-

mation contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable.
However, neither seller nor listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to

buy or to purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation.
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CHOICE 201 3

Food and Drink

Best Bakery
Best Breakfast
Best Dessert

Best Ice Cream/Frozen
Yogurt

Best Independent Coffee and
Tea House

Best Hamburgers

Best New Food/Drink
Establishment

Best Pizza

Best Place to Buy Meat
Best Sandwiches

Best Take Out

Best Wine List

Best American Cuisine
Best Casual Dining

Best Chinese Restaurant
Best Dining with Kids
Best French Restaurant
Best Indian Restaurant
Best Romantic Restaurant
Best Italian Restaurant
Best Japanese Restaurant

Best Mexican Restaurant
Best New Restaurant
Best Outdoor Dining)

62 E .Z S .

Best Bicycle Sho

Best Bookstore

Best Boutique

Best Floor Coverings

Best Frame Store

Best Gift and Novelty Store

Best Grocery Store

Best Hardware Store

Best Home Decor &
Furnishings

Best Jewelry Store

Best Lingerie

Best New Retail Business

Best Nursery

Best Pet Store

Best Produce

Best Shoe Store

Best Specialty Store

Best Toy Shop

Services
Best Auto Repair

Best Barber

Best Dry Cleaner
Best Day Spa

Best Gym

Best Fitness Classes
Best Florist

Best Green Business
Best Hair Salon

Best Health & Nutrition
Services

Best Hotel

Best Manicure/Pedicure
Best New Service Business
Best Painter

Best Pharmacy

Best Plumber

Best Travel Agency

Best Yoga

Fun Stuff

Best Art Gallery

Best Happy Hour

Best Place for a Date

Best Place to Meet People
Best Live Music

Wote Online

Tell us who your

local favorites are
by Voting Online
today

AlmanacNews.com/readers choice

ow@nomyoun‘pﬁom %ﬁ

scan the code to vote

VOTE

EOR US THANKS

BEST For Your Vote.
Professional Hairstylin z
for the e you re

to wote:

July 7

professional man

the best too!

Brewing strong
for 5 years!
1929 Menalto Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025

(Menalto and Gilbert in the Willows neighborhood of Menlo Park)

650.322.1926 » www.cafezoemenlopark.com

WHERE PICTURE FRAMING IS AN ART. t@

. FRAMING YOUR
MEMORIES FOR
OVER 20 YEARS

HAIRSTYLIN(;

FOR MEN

1100 Crane St.Menlo Park
650-322-8822

BESTVAUTOJRERAIREE
Fer @ty &

Servicing European, Asian and
" domestic vehicles with the most qualified
and trained ASE certified technicians
using factory diagnostic
and programming equipment.

Please vote to keep us #1.

We're always striving ) 865 Santa Cruz Ave
to do the best for you! = Menlo Park
e Scrip (Next to Posh Bagel)

S — Since 1948

PPear—Emaela allaay Car—acaaeaa=

4170 Alpine Road, Portola Valley 650-851-7442

650.323.1097

Hours:
Mon-Sat 10-6pm

Mon-Sat 11-2:30pm; 5-10pm

1010 Doyle St., Menlo Park e (650) 326-2501
www.cafedelsolrestaurant.com

tramies@pvgarage.com
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U.S. Retailer
of the year

KRaldR

THE PeT PLACE

“Not a cham .just one special store”

Golden Acorn

Excellence and
Community Service

‘a' Award winner for
Professional
ey of
Forgrr

777 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park ¢ 325-PETS
Monday - Friday 10-6 ¢ Thursday til 8 ¢ Saturday 10-5

“Where animals and animal lovers gather...”

more runners =

more fun

Fleet Fleet Menlo Park

859 Santa Cruz Ave. Menlo Park

650. 325.9432

fleetfleetmentopark.com
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Homeowner claims he was falsely
accused of arson after house fire

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

ames Irizarry, the owner of
the Woodside home at 1200
Bear Gulch Road destroyed

y fire a year ago, has filed a
defamation lawsuit against a
Redwood City real estate agent.

A complaint filed with the
San Mateo County Superior
Court accuses Larry Aikins
and the real estate agency that
he owns, Terrace Associates,
of falsely claiming that Mr.
Irizarry intentionally set the
house on fire in hopes of a
windfall in insurance money to
alleviate Mr. Irizarry’s financial
distress.

Mr. Aikins did not respond
to a request for comment. Don
Dowling, Mr. Aikins’ attorney,
said he had no comment except
to say that the allegations are of
slander, an oral statement, and
not libel, which would be writ-
ten.

Mr. Aikins is a commissioner
for the port of Redwood City, a
former planning commissioner
for the city, and a former chair
of the Redwood City Chamber
of Commerce, according to an
online biography. He has been
chief financial officer of the
Chamber since 1991.

The June 6 complaint says
that “false and malicious state-
ments made to various parties”

m WOODSIDE

are untrue, were known by Mr.
Aikins to be untrue, and were
defamatory and intended to
injure Mr. Irizarry’s reputation.
The cause of the fire was and
remains unknown, the com-
plaint says.

That assertion was confirmed
by Fire Chief Dan Ghiorso of
the Woodside Fire Protection
District. “The cause 1is still
undetermined and will remain
that way, unless something
comes to light in this lawsuit,”
Chief Ghiorso said in an email:
“We have no reason to believe
it is arson and of course no evi-
dence to that assertion.”

Mr. Irizarry’s attorney, J.
Philip Martin of Mountain
View, said that Mr. Irizarry has
an office in Half Moon Bay,
lives in the “Woodside area,”
and once worked as a real estate
agent for Terrace Associates.
Mr. Irizarry owned the Bear
Gulch Road house, but did not
live in it, Mr. Martin added.

The complaint goes on to say
that the allegations of arson
have created additional insur-
ance-related and legal expenses
for Mr. Irizarry, and that he is
seeking compensation for loss
of reputation and emotional
distress as well as punitive
damages.

Water from above

The three-alarm fire on June
2,2012, drew a massive response
from area firefighting agencies.
All told, there were 71 firefight-
ing personnel and 27 vehicles at
the scene from seven firefighting
agencies, including Woodside
Fire, the California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection,
San Mateo County, Redwood
City, San Carlos, Menlo Park
and Belmont.

Firefighters needed almost
two hours to bring the blaze
under control. A crew of 15
prison inmates from a camp in
Ben Lomond was called in to cut
brush and create a dirt perime-
ter around the fire. A helicopter
dropped three 500-gallon buck-
ets of water, which prevented the
fire from becoming a conflagra-
tion in the surrounding forest,
Chief Ghiorso said at the time.

The residents, who were rent-
ing the house, were not at home
at the time of the fire. The only
injury was to one firefighter
who was evacuated and treated
for heat exhaustion but later
returned to duty.

Water pressure at hydrants in
this remote neighborhood fell
off at one point and the Califor-
nia Water Service Company
shut down other areas of service
to divert an adequate supply to
the hydrants, the chief said. &

Council passes ‘healthy outlook’ budget

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

igher-than-expected
property tax revenue
and the effects of whit-

tling down spending over the last
few years have led to a “healthy
outlook” on Atherton’s financ-
es, according to City Manager
George Roderick’s report to the
City Council, which on June 19
unanimously approved a $10.4
million operating budget for the
next fiscal year.

The 2013-14 budget for the
fiscal year beginning July 1 also
shows revenues totaling $10.8
million — a 5 percent increase
over last year’s revenue — and
a single-year revenue surplus of
nearly $364,000.

The spending figure repre-
sents a slight increase over the
$10.28 million budget for the
current fiscal year.

Well over half of the town’s
spending will be for police ser-
vices, which has been allocated
$5.58 million. The town’s par-
cel tax revenues account for 20
percent of that budget, accord-

B ATHERTON

ing to the report.

Because the town has no
sales tax revenue, which largely
supports services in many
other cities, it is dependent on
parcel tax and property tax
revenues. “Significant negative
changes in either of these two
revenue sources would have a
significant effect on the town’s
ability to provide services to
the community and would
create an ongoing structural
deficit,” Mr. Rodericks wrote
in the report.

The parcel tax will expire in
June 2014, and the town is pre-
paring to ask voters to renew the
tax in November. Sixty percent
of the tax revenue is designated
for police services, and the
remainder goes to public works
projects.

In the new budget, three
reserve funds total $4,069,641,
including a $1.6 million con-
tingency to cover emergencies
and a $2.1 million “unassigned
reserve.”

The council and the town’s
Finance Committee have also
been reviewing a five-year
financial forecast, and have
discussed strategies to pay down
the town’s long-term liabilities
for employee pensions and post-
employment health care costs.
The five-year forecast suggests
that the town, in addition to
paying the budgeted amounts
for the annual required con-
tributions, also contribute to a
side fund to whittle down the
long-term debt.

Although the council approved
the budget as presented last
week, some tweaking is expect-
ed in the coming months. In
future meetings, the council
and staff will discuss options
including increasing the town’s
code-enforcement budget, add-
ing more funds to emergen-
cy-preparedness efforts, and
allocating funds for the Town
Center master plan.

In the coming months, the
council is also expected to look
at other revenue sources that
would supplement parcel and
property tax revenues. B
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Good for the

Michael Joseph Conway

Michael Joseph Conway, born July 14, 1952 passed away in
the presence of his loving wife, Sue (Ziegler) and their sons,
Ross and Mark, in Las Vegas on May 14 after a long battle
with Multiple Myeloma.

He was the eighth of twelve children born to John
Conway and Virginia Laib of San Francisco, California who
predeceased him. He was born and raised in San Francisco
and moved to Atherton in 1967. He attended Menlo Atherton
High School, Gonzaga University, and USF.

Conway worked in administration for National Semicon-
ductor, Fairchild, Hamilton-Avnet, and Vice President of
Centaur Corporation. He loved the 49ers and the San Fran-
cisco Giants, following them enthusiastically for many years.

He is survived by his loving wife Sue (Ziegler) and sons,
Ross and Mark; as well as his eleven siblings: Virginia
Curran, Jan Willbanks (Doug), Diane Caselli, John Conway,
Bob Conway (JoAnn), Ron Conway (Gayle), Rick Conway
(Lynn), Cookie Cattaneo (Marty), Candy Galea (Andy),
Stephen Conway (Julie), and Mary Conway; many nieces and
nephews, and numerous grandnieces and grandnephews.

In lieu of flowers, remembrances for Michael may be sent to:

St. Baldrick’s Childhood Cancer Foundation 1333 South
Mayflower Avenue Suite 400 Monrovia, CA 91016

PAID OBITUARY

N EWS

Portola Valley considers budget, election

Two notable items are in Portola
Valley’s new budget: Town Hall
employees hired in 2013 and later
must contribute 6.25 percent of
their base pay toward their retire-
ment accounts, and must wait
until theyre 62 before retiring
with the maximum benefit. (For
the other staff members, the town
pays 100 percent of their pension
contribution and they can retire

m POLICE CALLS

with maximum benefits at 55.)

A Town Council public hear-
ing to consider the budget for
the new fiscal year is set for
Wednesday, June 26, at the His-
toric Schoolhouse. The meeting
begins at 7:30 p.m.

Also on the agenda: resolutions
calling for an election on Nov. 5
that includes three seats on the
five-member Town Council and

renewal of the utility users tax.
On the council, four-year terms
expire for members Maryann
Moise Derwin, Ted Driscoll and
Mayor John Richards.

Town Manager Nick Pegueros
projects general fund revenues
of $4.21 million and expenses of
$4.06 million for 2013-14, with a
projected surplus in the general
fund of $53,225.

This information is from the Menlo Park
Police Department and the San Mateo
County Sheriff’s Office. Under the law,
people charged with offenses are con-
sidered innocent unless convicted.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Scam report: A grandparent residing
on Iroquois Trail sent $7,200 in cash to
an address in Canada after a phone
call from “a grandchild” who claimed

to need the money to avoid going to jail
after a car accident in San Francisco
involving a Canadian diplomat, June 14.

MENLO PARK
Theft reports:

B Someone stole a set of Bose head-
phones, two cell phone chargers and
$30 in coins from an unlocked vehicle
parked on Hesketh Drive, June 20.

B A man reported missing his wallet
and $70 in cash after having gotten

off a bus and walking home near the
corner of Spruce Avenue and El Camino
Real, June 20.

Fraud reports:

H A Cotton Street resident found an
apartment on Craigslist and wire-
transferred a $1,500 security deposit to

a bank account, after which the person
associated with the bank account and
the apartment suspended all contact,
June 18.

B Someone wrote $740 in unauthorized
checks against the account of a Crane
Street resident, June 19.

Hit and run accident report: A wit-
ness left a note on a silver Honda
Accord parked near Burgess Park that
described the driver of a motorhome
backing out of a parking space and col-
liding with the side of the Honda, caus-
ing moderate damage, and driving off
without leaving a note, June 19.

Facebook adds video via Instagram app

A little more than a year
ago, Facebook tumbled onto
the public stock exchange and
made progress toward opening
a second campus in Menlo Park,
down the street from its main
headquarters at 1 Hacker Way.

The software side of the social
media company has not sat idle;
in April Facebook launched
“Home,” a new interface for
smartphones. And last week, the
company announced the addition
of video to its Instagram photo-

sharing application on June 20.
The latest move comes on
the heels of Twitter’s launch of
“Vine” in January, which lets
users post up to six seconds of
video. Instagram’s new feature
captures up to 15 seconds and
provides a set of 13 filters to
customize the footage.

May 9, 1954-June 9, 2013

Tracy T. Lefteroff

Thomas Michael Gill

Tracy T. Lefteroff, devoted husband and fa-
ther, passed away peacefully at his home on
Sunday, June 9th at the age of 59. Tracy was a
loving husband and father and regularly spent
his weekends cheering on his three sons at their
basketball or soccer games or swim meets. He
was a wine connoisseur and enjoyed sharing
this passion with his friends and family.

Tracy is survived by his wife, sons, brothers,
sisters and parents. He was born in
Tucson, Arizona on May 9, 1954.

Tracy grew up in Tucson, where
he was a talented athlete at Rincon
High School, lettering in football,
baseball and wrestling. Academi-
cally, he graduated at the top of
his class and conducted chemis-
try research at the University of
Arizona during his senior year of
high school. He enlisted in the Air
Force after graduating high school
and was honourably discharged in
1980.

Tracy attended Boise State University where
he graduated with a BBA in Accounting. He
worked at both Dille, Crandall & Co. and Ar-
thur Young & Co before joining Coopers & Ly-
brand in 1988, which is where he first met his
wife, Jennifer. Tracy was promoted to Partner
in 1994 and spent the rest of his career at what
became PwC LLP after the firm merged with
Price Waterhouse. He spent his first three years
with PwC working in the Seattle, Washington
office before moving to the firm’s San Jose,

California office. He held the title of Global
Managing Partner of Private Equity and Ven-
ture Capital at PwC and was is in charge of ser-
vices provided to the venture capital communi-
ty, venture-funded technology companies and
publicly-held, privately-owned and venture-
funded life sciences companies worldwide. He
also co-authored PwC’s Practice Standards and
Aids for the Life Sciences Industry.

Tracy was well-known for his
insights on the venture capital
and life sciences industries, serv-
ing as the primary spokesperson
for PwC’s venture capital sur-
vey, the MoneyTree Report, since
1999. He was quoted frequently in
publications across the world and
was a speaker at numerous life
sciences and venture capital in-
dustry conferences. Tracy served
on the Board of Directors of the
Biotechnology Industry Organi-
zation (BIO), the Stanford Ven-
ture Laboratory, the California Healthcare In-
stitute and the Fogarty Institute for Innovation.
He also served as Treasurer of the Washington
State Biotechnology Association, Chairman of
the MIT Enterprise Forum of the Northwest
and as a Committee Member of the Washing-
ton Society of CPA’s High Technology Commit-
tee. Tracy was also a member of the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants and
the California, Washington and Idaho Societ-
ies of CPA’s.

PAID OBITUARY

Thomas Michael Gill passed
away on June 18, 2013 at Moore
Regional Hospital in Pinehurst,
North Carolina. Mr. Gill was 87.

Mr. Gill was born in New
York City on February 15, 1926
to Howard and Margaret Gill.
A graduate of the United States
Naval Academy, 49, Mr. Gill
loved his family and his country
and served in the Korean War.
After retiring from the Navy as
a Lieutenant, he had a 33-year
career with IBM, holding management and executive
positions in sales worldwide. A lifelong member of The
New York Athletic Club, he loved playing chess and was
an accomplished squash player.

Mr. Gill possessed a keen intellect and yet had a
warm, hearty laugh and wicked sense of humor.

He is survived by his wife Joan Ann Gill; his
sister Corita Ann Gill; daughters Susan Gill Casey;
Catherine Holton Gill; Nancy Gill Tattersall; son
Thomas Michael Gill Jr; and grandchildren Thomas
Micah Gill and Ally Chu Gill.

Although he lived the last years of his life in North
Carolina, he always felt his home was in Northern
California. A funeral mass will be held June 29th at
10 a.m. at The Church of The Nativity in Menlo Park,
Calif., followed by a burial at Holy Cross Cemetery in
Menlo Park. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
donations be made to the Richard ]. Casey Foundation,
3077 Britt, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27517, for the benefit of
the Thomas M. Gill Fund.

PAID OBITUARY
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Student wins high music honors

Pianist Anna Boonyanit, a
ninth-grader at Menlo School,
was the winner of many awards,
including an invitation to per-
form a recital at Carnegie Hall,
at the recent International Rus-
sian Music Piano Competition
in San Jose.

Anna, 14, was the winner in
the Junior Category, which had
27 entrants, and she was named
the most promising young talent
and best Bay Area contestant.
She was also recognized for the
best performance of a Beethoven

sonata and best performance of
Russian music. In the last three
categories, she was competing
against many pianists in their
20s and 30s.

Her prizes included an invita-
tion to perform at the opening
concert of the Chopin Interna-
tional Competition in Hartford,
Connecticut, in November.

Anna, the daughter of Kan
Boonyanit and Wassika Vasi-
kanond, has been studying
piano since she was 4. She is
now studying with Professor

Hans Boepple, chair of the
music department at Santa
Clara University.

She practices two to three
hours a day during the week,
five hours a day on weekends,
but still finds time for photog-
raphy and watching sports, the
family says. A Giants fan, she
went to a game at AT&T Park for
her birthday on June 18.

Does this talented teenager
intend to be a concert pianist?
“I’'m not sure. I also really like

Anna Boonyanit, 14, was competing against many pianists in

L3 »
science,” she says.

their 20s and 30s at the Russian music piano competition.

Photo by Doug Peck

Film forum features diverse fare Venture capital executive
Tracy Lefteroff dies at 59

By Sam Borsos
Special to the Almanac

rom human trafficking,
Fto Internet romance, to

Jeremy Lin’s journey to the
NBA, the fourth annual Win-
drider Film Forum in Atherton
will screen a diverse group of six
films between Thursday, June 27,
and Saturday, June 29, at the Per-
forming Arts Center at Menlo-
Atherton High School.

The forum will show three
full-length and three short films
intended to not only entertain
the audience, but to reflect on
issues raised by each film. The
documentary “Linsanity” will
be shown on Saturday, June 29.
(Tickets are sold out, organizers
say.) It tells the story of Jeremy
Lin, a 2006 graduate of Palo Alto
High School, whose fame sky-
rocketed in February 2012 when
he was given the opportunity to
play starting point guard for the
New York Knicks.

“This is such a feel-good film
at a time when people are really
hungry for good news,” said
Terri Bullock of Atherton, co-
founder of the Windrider Film
Forum. “It’s not just a story of a
basketball superstar. It’s univer-
sal — everyone has some sort of
a dream. Maybe your dream is
basketball, maybe your dream
is to create the next Facebook,
maybe your dream is to cure
cancer.”

The “Linsanity” film, she
said, was recently purchased by
a distributor, meaning it will be
shown in theaters sometime this
year. The film screened at both
the Sundance Film Festival and
the South by Southwest Confer-
ences and Festivals this year.

The other full-length films
are “Not That Funny,” a love
story that stars Tony Hale
(who plays Buster on the show
“Arrested Development”) and
“Trashdance,” which sheds light
on the saying, “one man’s trash
is another man’s treasure.” In

“Trashdance,” to be shown on
the second night of the forum,
a choreographer changes lives
in a community with a dance
performance involving two
dozen trash collectors and their
trucks.

“You leave that film and want
to say ‘Hi’ to your garbage
men and recognize them as an
important part of the commu-
nity,” said Ms. Bullock.

‘Our films tell a story.
They tell a point and a
message. The audience
participates in that
journey.

TERRI BULLOCK, CO-FOUNDER,
WINDRIDER FILM FORUM

The three short films cover
a range of topics, such as
Internet romance presented in
“Love Hacking,” and the story
of an Iraqi boy who confronts
his past from 45 years ago in
the film “Thief.” The topic
of human trafficking appears
in the 15-minute short film
“Hark,” directed by Santa Clara
University professor Jonathan
Fung.

“My film ‘Hark’ doesn’t pro-
vide answers for the viewer,” Mr.
Fung said. “It takes the viewer
on a personal journey and raises
questions and breaks stereo-
types along the way. I would
like the viewer to recognize that
human trafficking happens in
our backyard and we can all take
part in stopping this horrific
nightmare for the victims if we
choose to.”

The Windrider forum gives
locals an opportunity to par-
ticipate in Q&A sessions with
the filmmakers. The films are
selected by three founders of
the forum who travel to the
Sundance, Heartland and Palm
Springs film festivals to seek

out films and meet with film-
makers.

“Our films tell a story, they
tell a point and a message. The
audience participates in that
journey,” said Ms. Bullock.

The complete list of films and
show times:

B “Not That Funny,” at 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 27. The director
and screenwriter, Lauralee Far-
rer, will be at the Q&A session.

B “Trashdance,” at 7 p.m.
Friday, June 28. Producer Andy
Garrison, director and chore-
ographer Allison Orr and Ivory
Jackson, who appears in the
film, will participate in the dis-
cussion.

B “Linsanity,” at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 29. Producer Chris
Chen will discuss the film after
the showing.

W Three short films at 2:30
p.m. Saturday, June 29: “Hark”
(Jonathan Fung, a Santa Clara
professor who created the film,
will be there to discuss it);
“Love Hacking” (Jenni Nelson,
a Stanford graduate and Santa
Cruz filmmaker, will discuss
the film); and “Thief” (the
filmmaker Julian Higgins will
attend the Q&A session follow-
ing the screening).

The forum takes place at the
Performing Arts Center at Men-
lo-Atherton High School, 555
Middlefield Road in Atherton.

Go to windriderbayarea.org
for more information and tick-
ets. For individual shows, tickets
are $10 for general admission
and $5 for students and seniors.
A forum pass for all three days
of screening is $35 for general
admission and $15 for students
and seniors. B
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Tracy Lefteroff of Portola
Valley, managing partner of
the venture capital practice at
PricewaterhouseCoopers, died
at home June 9. He was 59. He
had been the firm’s life sciences
partner, aiding in mergers and
venture capital funding transac-
tions.

Mr. Lefteroff was born in Tuc-
son, Arizona, where he was an
athlete at Rincon High School,
lettering in football, baseball
and wrestling. He graduated
at the top of his class and con-
ducted chemistry research at the
University of Arizona during his
senior year of high school. He
enlisted in the Air Force after
graduating from high school
and was honorably discharged
in 1980.

Mr. Lefteroff graduated from
Boise State University with a
degree in accounting. He worked
at both Dille, Crandall & Co.
and Arthur Young & Co. before
joining Coopers & Lybrand in
1988, where he met his wife,
Jennifer. He was promoted to
partner in 1994 and spent the
rest of his career at what became
PwC LLP after the firm merged
with Price Waterhouse.

Well known for his insights
on the venture capital and life
sciences industries, Mr. Left-
eroff served as the primary
spokesperson for PwC’s ven-
ture capital survey, the Mon-
eylree Report, since 1999. He
spoke at numerous life sciences
and venture capital industry
conferences.
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Obituaries are based on information
provided by families and mortuaries.

Mr. Lefteroff regularly spent
his weekends cheering on his
three sons at their basketball
and soccer games, and swim
meets. He was a wine connois-
seur and enjoyed sharing this
passion with friends and family,
say family members.

He is survived by his wife,
sons, parents, brothers and sis-
ters. A private memorial service
is planned.

Pete Chow

Menlo Park resident

Pete Chow of Menlo Park died
suddenly June 3 with loved ones
at his side. He was 52.

Mr. Chow was born in San
Francisco and grew up in Por-
tola Valley. He graduated from
Woodside High School. His
passions included riding motor-
cycles and mountain bikes, and
fishing. He was always ready
for a new adventure and fam-
ily gatherings, say family mem-
bers.

He is survived by brothers
Victor Chow of Torrance, Jeff
Chow of Sunnyvale, Tim Chow
of Norwich, Vermont, and Vince
Chow of Diablo; and nieces,
nephews, cousins, and lifelong
friends, the Olsen family.

A celebration of his life will be
held this summer.
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Hands off open government laws

esidents of California, you nearly got screwed. The latest
attempt by Sacramento to weaken the public’s access to their
overnment has been defeated, thanks to quick-acting open-
government advocates who last week succeeded in getting lawmak-
ers to kill a provision in a bill, soon to be signed into law, that would
have made compliance with a key component of the California
Public Records Act (CPRA) optional for local governments.
AB 76 would have suspended the CPRA provision that requires
local governments — cities, school districts and other public
agencies — to respond to public records requests

meeting law — the Brown Act. Dumping the state’s obligation to
reimburse public agencies for posting agendas before meetings —
thereby making such postings voluntary rather than mandatory
— would save the state $96 million over three years, the lawmakers
claimed. They had to backpedal on that one, too, under pressure
from government watchdogs.

Whether the moves were intended primarily to save money or
as underhanded attempts to thwart public scrutiny of government
business may never be fully understood. But the public outcry

heard once government watchdogs waved the

within 10 days and to provide certain types of
assistance to those seeking the records. The lan-
guage that would have done so was stripped from

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

red flag about the latest maneuver should give
lawmakers a clear message: Don’t try to eviscer-
ate laws that have been instrumental not only in

the bill last week after a groundswell of public
opinion forced the legislators to back down.
We’re grateful for the victory, but seriously troubled that a move
to curtail the public’s right to know what government is doing was
attempted at all.

The Legislature and Gov. Jerry Brown say that the provision’s
suspension — crammed into an already wide-ranging bill and
therefore landing largely under the radar — was intended to save
money. The state reimburses local government agencies for some
of the costs associated with complying with CPRA requests. There
was no intent, the lawmakers claim, to sabotage the public’s right
to review nonexempt records — a right enshrined in the 1968-
enacted CPRA, which is considered a model law for government
transparency.

The argument is identical to another made last year when the
Legislature suspended an important provision of the state’s open

keeping the public informed but also in helping
to expose government corruption at every level.

The silver lining of this sad debacle is the public discussion that
is now taking place. An effort by some lawmakers and open gov-
ernment advocates to require the sunshining of all bills at least 72
hours before the Legislature votes on them is growing in strength.
This would avoid the last-minute deviousness that has led to some
bad laws being enacted without proper scrutiny by the public —
and even by legislators pressured to vote before having the time to
fully understand what they were voting on.

According to CalWatchdog, Republican Sen. Mark Wyland of
Escondido has pushed, unsuccessfully so far, to require a 21-day
mandatory review period for all budget bills after being required
to vote for a budget “literally hot off a printing press.” These ideas
are worth serious consideration in the name of good, and open,
government.

LETTERS

Our readers write

Atherton officers
perform important work

Editor:

In response to the “View-
point” article (Atherton faces
big decision on police costs)
in the Almanac by the editor
dated May 22, I do not agree
with some of the opinions
stated in the Viewpoint.

As a retired police officer
(sergeant) with over 26 years
service to the town of Ather-
ton, I do not agree with the
comments that were made
that “officers often perform
mundane tasks like checking
the residents’ homes while
they are on vacation or stop-
ping suspicious vehicles that
might venture into the town.”
These tasks are anything but
mundane, especially when
you consider the low number
of burglaries that take place in

Our Regional Heritage

Albert and Harriet Fenn Hahn bought this house on Glenwood Avenue in Atherton in 1908. They renamed
their new estate Fennwood, and remodeled the house to eventually comprise 25 rooms, including
servants’ quarters for the cook, housemaid and governess; a laundry; a billiard room; and a studio on
the top floor for daughter Louise, according to “Under the Oaks” by Pamela Gullard and Nancy Lund.
Proceeds from the sale of the estate were used to establish the Coro Foundation in 1947.
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Atherton Heritage Association

Atherton. Stopping suspicious

persons and vacation checks
are proven tools in crime pre-
vention and this has proven
itself over and over again in the
past years. While there is no
way to give a statistic on crimes
prevented, the low number of
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crimes speaks for itself. Also
added to this, vacation checks
allow the officers to become
familiar with the properties
so that when they respond to a
call for service they know how
a property is laid out, allow-

ing for a successful outcome
of whatever the nature of the
call for service. Over the years
the courts have ruled in favor
of the Atherton police officers’
justified right to stop suspi-
cious vehicles and persons.

I strongly believe that most
Atherton residents would rath-
er pay officers who are work-
ing to prevent crimes to their
property than to have them

Continued on next page
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respond to their property after
a crime has been committed.
The residents can leave their
homes during the day and
sleep well at night knowing
that their police department is
doing its job with a high degree
of professionalism.

I do agree that Atherton
“officers enjoy relatively easy
duty.” But compared to other
cities with a higher crime rate
there is no comparison for the
type of policing that Atherton
does. The police constantly
work to prevent crime and it
is a constant job that contin-
ues twenty-four seven. The
entry level of standards for the
Atherton police officers are as
high if not higher than other
cities. At the entry level it is
up to the candidate to decide
what kind of policing they
want to be involved in. In my
case I came from a department
(prior to Atherton) that did not
give the quality of service that
the Atherton police depart-
ment does. And I learned very
quickly the value of the quality
of service that the Atherton
police department gives.

In the years 2011-2012 the
department had over 12,000
calls for service. And for an
understaffed police department
like Atherton, that is a huge
number. I enjoyed giving the
service and never regretted my
years serving the town with a
very proud police department
that has proven itself over and
over again. The quality of the
Atherton police officer has
continued to show itself over
the years by showing that when
an Atherton officer did decide
to leave that they went on to
distinguish themselves by ris-
ing within the ranks to become
sergeants, lieutenants, captains,
sheriffs, chiefs and even a Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol commis-
sioner.
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In closing I do agree that
something has to be done
about the high cost of salaries
and retirement plans for all of
law enforcement in California.
I saw this coming years ago
and the answer won’t come
easy. Both sides have to work
together and be reasonable. All
the citizens of this “great state”
should continue to enjoy the
highly professional quality of
its law enforcement employees.
It seems that the unions only
add to the costs with their out-
rageous demands that are not
not realistic.

Bottom line is that the Ather-
ton police department is doing
their job. I know from my
experience that the Atherton
residents greatly appreciate their
police department” (as they
have stated many times) and the
quality of service given.

George Carr
Sergeant retired A.P.D.
Menlo Park

No fan then, and
no fan now

Editor:

I had to laugh when I saw
the letter from Tawny and Bob
Barnett (6/19/13). I originally
wrote a letter to the Almanac
when this “pile” was erected
in the mid 90s! And yet, here it
still sits. ’'m thankful my daily
route does not take me past
this eyesore! I was at Lyngso
Garden Supply recently and
saw a similar “installation.”

David Mitchell
The Willows, Menlo Park

City should remove
Willow Road sculpture

Editor:

The Art Commission in
Menlo Park did a lot of bad
things, like forcing business
to add art to their projects. I
am glad the commission was
stripped of its power. Now the
ugly “art” on Willow Road, as

the Barnetts wrote, needs to
be removed. We did not like
it when it first went up and
removing part of it did not
make it any better.

Kurt and Carol Armbrust
Almanor Avene, Menlo Park

Editor’s note: To read a 1998
Almanac article about the
commission of the sculpture
by Brian Goggin, go to tinyurl.
com/Couches98.

Safe Routes to School

Editor:

Is traffic bad in the mornings?
According to a recent presenta-
tion by the Climate Task Force
of Joint Venture Silicon Valley,
a quarter to a third of morning
traffic is caused by cars driving
individual students to school. In
San Mateo County, 57 percent
of students are driven to school
in a car containing one child.
Only 5 percent of school chil-
dren commute by bus and only

3 percent by bike. This is pretty
outrageous when you consider
that 39 percent of these students
live within a quarter-mile of
their school and 54 percent live
within a half-mile.

Thirty years ago, most chil-
dren commuted to and from
school by bus. Fortunately, help
is on the way in the form of the
“Safe Routes to Schools” pro-
gram initiated nationwide and
funded in Santa Clara County
by the VTA and in San Mateo
County by C/CAG. There are so
many great alternatives to one
child commuting in one car to
and from school each day.

There is a wealth of informa-
tion at www.smcoe.kl2.ca.us
in San Mateo County or www.
sccgov.org in Santa Clara County
in the “Safe Routes to Schools”
section. This provides promising
avenues to promoting a healthier
community for everyone.

Kaia Eakin
Redwood City

Wednesdays 6-8pm

Town & Country Village Embarcadero Entrance

6TH ANNUAL/ W

TOWN & COUNTRY

VILLAGE

Free concerts under the oak trees. Fun for the whole family!

Top Shelf — A Tribute to Motown: Featuring

“The Legends of Motown” classical soul, R&B,

Jonathan Poretz: A swingin’ night in Vegas! A

med|ey of hits from Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin,
Bobby Darin, Sammy Davis Jr. and Tony Bennett

DoubleTake: A tribute to the the legends

Avante: Music from Brazil with salsa dancers

July3
funk and doo-wop
July 10
July 17
of rock & roll
July 24
July 31

Double Funk Crunch: An energetic mix of

hits from the '70s, '80s and some of today’s

favorite songs

Please feel free to bring lawn chairs, but be sure they are low
seating so that everyone can enjoy the music.

TOWN & COUNTRY VILLAGE

MORE THAN 60 SHOPS, RESTAURANTS & SERVICES - TANDCVILLAGE.COM - EL CAMINO REAL & EMBARCADERO ROAD, PALO ALTO

—r—=—1 Wednesdays during the Music Fest, Town
Music & Country is accepting gently used musical
inSchools  instruments for Music In Schools Today to
Today benefit schools in need.
STAGES ike us on
Thanks to our sponsor UNLIMITED lb i:acebook

Instrument Donation Drive
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Woodside Woodside
OFFERED AT $10,950,000 OFFERED AT $2,150,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $1,795,000

Woodside, over 2.6 acre lot Atherton
OFFERED AT $7,500,000 OFFERED AT $4,895,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $4,850,000

Woodside Woodside
OFFERED AT $12,000,000 OFFERED AT $5,950,000

www.scottdancer.com

Coldwell Banker
#1 Agent, Northern California, 2012
#3 Agent, Internationally, 2012

Atherton
OFFERED AT $6,950,000

Scott Dancer

650.888.8199

scott@scottdancer.com
DRE# 00868362

2969 Woodside Road
Woodside, CA 94062
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