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MENLO PARK

$1,690,000

Every room in this home is generously 
proportioned for comfortable living! 
Beautiful wood floors. Updated kitchen 
has generous storage & overlooks 
private back yard. Separate office. 
Convenient location.

PALO ALTO

$3,895,000

Traditional 3-level custom home in 
sought-after Old Palo Alto. Kitchen 
opens to casual dining area and FR 
with fireplace. 3bd suites including the 
master with fireplace. Recreation room 
+ 2bd/1ba on lower level. 

WOODSIDE

$3,950,000

Serene & private 1.6 acre setting with 
expansive views of the Bay located at 
the end of a quiet cul-de-sac. Updated 
in a contemporary style with an open 
light filled floor plan. Beautiful grounds 
include pool, patios. 
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UPFRONT

 Menlo Park resident and Stan-
ford University neuroscientist 
Thomas Sudhof was at a confer-
ence in Baeza, Spain, when he 
got the news Oct. 7 — he won 
the Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine. 
 He shares the $1.2 million 
prize with two others “for their 
discoveries of machinery regu-
lating vesicle traffic, a major 
transport system in our cells.”
 “I’m absolutely surprised,” he 
said. “Every scientist dreams of 
this. I didn’t realize there was a 
chance I would be awarded the 
prize. I am stunned and really 
happy to share the prize with 
James Rothman (of Yale Uni-
versity) and Randy Schekman 
(of the University of California 
at Berkeley).”
 The German-born Sudhof, a 
professor of molecular and cel-
lular physiology at the School of 
Medicine, explores how neurons 
in the brain communicate with 
one another across gaps called 
synapses.

 “We’d like to understand how 
synapses come to learning on a 
larger scale,” he told the Stanford 
School of Medicine’s communi-
cations office in a phone conver-
sation this morning. “How are 
the specific connections estab-
lished? How do they form? And 

what happens in schizophrenia 
and autism, when these connec-
tions are compromised?”
 A representative of the Nobel 
committee called Mr. Sudhof 
on his cell phone after first try-
ing his home in Menlo Park. 
His wife, Lu Chen, a Stanford 
associate professor of neurosur-
gery and psychiatry and behav-
ioral sciences, gave them his cell 
phone number.

 “The phone rang three times 
before I decided to go down-
stairs and pick it up,” Ms. Chen 
said. “I thought it was one of my 
Chinese relatives who couldn’t 
figure out the time zone.”
 Mr. Sudhof “has patiently 
but relentlessly probed one of 
the fundamental questions of 
medical science — perhaps 
the fundamental question in 
neuroscience: how nerve cells 
communicate with each other,” 
said Lloyd Minor, dean of the 
Stanford School of Medicine. 
“The answer is at the crux of 
human biology and of monu-
mental importance to human 
health.”
 The other two Nobel winners 
also have Stanford connections. 
Mr. Rothman is a former Stan-
ford professor of biochemistry 
and Mr. Schekman earned his 
doctorate at Stanford under the 
late Arthur Kornberg, who won 
the Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine in 1959.

— Palo Alto Weekly staff

Photo by Steve Fisch/Stanford News Service

Menlo Park resident Thomas Sudhof was one of the winners of the 2013 Nobel Prize in medicine.
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27950 Roble Alto Drive, Los Altos Hills 

$ 3,650,000 
Beds 5   |   Baths 5.5   |   Offices 2   |   Garage 3 Car   |   Palo Alto Schools 

Home ~ 4,565 sq. ft.   |   Lot ~ 46,130 sq. ft. 
video tour   |   www.schoelerman.com 

 

 
Jackie 

650-855-9700 
jackie@schoelerman.com 

BRE # 01092400       
 

www.schoelerman.com  

 
Richard 
650-566-8033 
richard@schoelerman.com 
BRE # 01413607     

Open House  |  Sat. & Sun.  |  1:30 - 4:30 

EXTENSIVE GREEN 
FEATURES

Recently-installed insulation 
beneath the floors in most of 
the home and in the garage 
roof 
All under-house water pipes 
and to the garage are insulated 
220-volt line ready for electric 
car charger of choice
Home is on net metering so 
current owner pays for no 
electricity (monthly $7
connection fee); current 
owner's natural gas bill is less 
than $5 per month (used only 
for stove and outdoor spa)
8.96 kW (56 160-W BP 3160 
panels) of solar panels with 3 
GT 3.0; inverters from 2005
5.71 kW (24 238-W Sun power 
SPR-238E-WHT-D panels) of 
solar PV panels; Sun Power 
SPR-6000m inverter from 2011
(14.67 kW of PV panels total)
2 electric-powered air source 
heat pumps for air heating and 
air conditioning
Electric hot water heater
Solar hot water pre-heater and 
solar pool heater on roof
LED lighting throughout the 
house
Double paned windows; 
weather stripping
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By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

If Menlo-Atherton High 
School has room, students 
from East Palo Alto (in the 

Ravenswood City Elementary 
School District) now have the 
right to request a transfer to M-A 
without having to participate in 
the lottery associated with the 
open-enrollment program.
 Unlike their Ravenswood 
classmates from the Belle 
Haven neighborhood of Men-
lo Park, who have long been 
assigned to M-A, East Palo Alto 
students since the early 1980s 
have been bused to Woodside 
and Carlmont high schools in 
keeping with a judicial decree 

intended to desegregate those 
schools.
 The board of the Sequoia 
Union High School District 
voted 4-1 on Oct. 9 to all but end 
the busing.
 The change in regulations 
comes just in time for eighth-
graders in the class of 2014 to 
make decisions about where 
to go to high school in the fall 
of 2014. The change also gives 
East Palo Alto eighth-graders a 
privileged position that, while 
not at the head of the line 
into M-A, places them before 
eighth-graders applying for M-A 
through the Sequoia district’s 
open-enrollment program.
 The new regulation does not 

affect the longstanding guaran-
teed transfer to M-A afforded 
to 10 to 15 households in the 
Las Lomitas Elementary School 
District currently assigned to 
Woodside High.
 Board member Carrie DuBois 
voted against the change, repeat-
ing her longstanding argument 
that it requires Ravenswood 
students to make a choice, 
thus favoring students with 
the wherewithal to make an 
informed choice. Ravenswood 
students may have difficulty 
blending into the M-A culture, 
she added, and described M-A 
as “the most tracked school in 
our district.”
 She asked for an interim step, 

possibly including alternative 
schools for the kids who can’t 
succeed at a comprehensive 
high school. “The kids from 
Ravenswood actually deserve 
a plan and (to) have all the 
wrinkles worked out,” she said. 
“I don’t want to repair the car 
while we’re driving down the 
freeway.”
 Since early 2013, when the 
notion of ending the busing 
began to gather momentum on 
the Sequoia board, members of 
the Ravenswood community 
have been adamant in lobbying 
for such a change — though 
they would have gone further 
and made the assignment to 
M-A automatic for all students 

from East Palo Alto.
 School is a constant in the 
lives of Ravenswood students, 
one Ravenswood parent told 
the board. “It’s not fair,” she 
said. “For them to have to 
travel in a bus for two hours is 
not great. ... Consider the fact 
that those kids are our future 
and just because they’re poor 
... what is rich? I’ve seen a lot of 
wealthy people with very bad 
manners.”
 “I know it has been a very 
difficult thing to move for-
ward,” said Gloria Hernandez, 
the Ravenswood superinten-
dent. “But you’re doing the 

Board OKs shift of East Palo Alto students to M-A

Local News

By Barbara Wood
Special to the Almanac

Parents anxious about 
the effects of projected 
enrollment growth on 

Menlo-Atherton High School 
peppered Sequoia Union High 
School District Superintendent 
Jim Lianides and Menlo-Ather-
ton High School principal 
Matthew Zito with questions 
at an informational meeting 
at Hillview Middle School in 
Menlo Park on Monday, Oct. 
7, attended by more than 100 
people. 
 The two tried to soothe com-
munity fears that anticipated 
growth in the district and 
changes in the boundaries of 
attendance areas could affect 
their children’s experience at 
Menlo-Atherton, the public high 
school that the Las Lomitas and 
Menlo Park City School districts 
feed in to. 
 “You’re just not going to see 
much of a difference from what 
you see today,” said Principal 
Zito, promising the “socio-
economic or racial makeup of 
the school,” will remain similar 
to what it is today.
 “If you appreciate what the 
school offers ... it simply isn’t 
going to be different,” he said. 
“We can maintain that same 
culture and the kind of attri-
butes that draw people who 
want to attend the school,” he 
said. “Your kids’ experience 
of the campus should be fun-
damentally the same as it is 
today.”  

 He promised the school would 
continue to have the same num-
ber of advanced placement (AP) 
courses as it does currently, 
with additional sections of 
each course. Menlo-Atherton 
will need to add some teachers, 
classrooms, bathrooms and 
additional athletic teams, to 
accommodate the additional 
students, he said. 
 The plan presented by the 
two administrators would end 
the long-distance busing of 
students from East Palo Alto to 
Woodside and Carlmont high 
schools by including all of East 
Palo Alto in the Menlo-Ather-
ton attendance area. The move 
would be balanced by remov-
ing from the Menlo-Atherton 
attendance area some number 
of students from North Fair 
Oaks, who would instead be 
assigned to Sequoia and Wood-
side high schools.
 Some North Fair Oaks parents 
spoke at the meeting and said 
they would like to remain in 
the Menlo-Atherton attendance 
area. Superintendent Lianides 
said he is meeting with a few 
parents from North Fair Oaks 
this week and hopes to hold a 
larger informational meeting in 
the area soon.
 Superintendent Lianides’ pre-
sentation showed that currently 
516 students from the Raven-
swood School District are in 
the Menlo-Atherton attendance 
area, 666 students from the 

M-A tries to calm fears
about school changes

Caltrain is kicking off a 
year of festivities cel-
ebrating 150 years of 

continuous commuter rail ser-
vice on the Peninsula with a 
community festival in Menlo 
Park on Saturday, Oct. 19, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 The events will take place at 
the Menlo Park train station 
at 1100 Merrill St. in Menlo 
Park and will include a re-
enactment of a historic picnic 
that took place in October 
1863 near Menlo Park.
 According to Caltrain, the 
San Francisco and San Jose 
Railroad completed the line to 

San Jose in January 1864, but 
management invited notables, 
including Governor Leland 
Stanford, for a VIP train ride 
when construction was about 
two-thirds complete. Caltrain 
says it will re-create that pic-
nic with a cast of costumed 
re-enactors and a 19-century-
style band. 
 The re-enacters are scheduled 
to arrive by train at 12:14 p.m.
 A train stop shelter opened 
in Menlo Park in 1863, and 
the current structure was built 
in 1867, according to Frank 
Helfrich of the Menlo Park 
Historical Association.

 Other activities on tap for 
the Oct. 19 event include infor-
mational booths, model rail-
roads and exhibits, and dis-
plays including a Wells Fargo 
stagecoach, a vintage bus and a 
replica of the transcontinental 
railroadís golden spike. 
 There will be Moveable Feast 
food trucks, ice cream, face 
painting and family fun activi-
ties.
 Among those scheduled to 
speak are Menlo Park Mayor 
Peter Ohtaki, Caltrain’s board 
chair Ken Yeager, state Sen. 

Menlo Park celebrates rail history

See BOARD OKS, page 8

See M-A CALM FEARS, page 8

California State Railroad Museum

Tracks of the San Francisco and San Jose Railroad reached Menlo Park in 1863. The caption for this 
photo in the book, “Menlo Park, California: Beyond the Gate,” says the rail line ushered in an era of 
prosperity for the community. The authors are Michael Svanevik and Shirley Burgett.

See RAIL HISTORY, page 8
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Open 6:30 am - 8:00 pm daily
Sales Dates: October 16-19, 2013

Wine and Spirits

Fresh Produce

Meat and Seafood

On Sale Grocery

Deli Department

3015 Woodside Rd., Woodside
phone 650.851.1511

4420 Alpine Rd., Portola Valley
phone 650.851.1711

Eggo Homestyle Waffl es
12 oz.  .................................................

$2.09

Cholula Original Hot Sauce
5 oz. ...................................................

$2.49

Stacy's Pita Chips
8 oz. ...................................................

$1.99

Sabra Hummus
10 oz.  ..................................................

$2.19

Red and Green
D'Anjou Pears .......................99¢

lb
Sweet
Red Seedless Grapes ........

$1.99lb

Great for stuffi ng
Large Green Bells ................99¢

lb

Boneless Leg of Lamb Roll..............
$8.98lb

Baby Back Ribs.................................
$4.49lb

Marinated Pork Tenderloin..............
$5.98lb

Need a quick dinner? 
Stop by Roberts Deli and grab a packaged meal. 
Just heat and eat.
Made fresh daily in our kitchens 
Chicken, Pork, Beef, Fish and Pasta meals 

2012 Solitude Carneros Chardonnay
After a disastrous harvest in 2011, selling the entire production off in bulk, 

the stellar 2012 Solitude is fi nally here. Happily, it is outstanding and a legitimate 
contender for the best Solitude Chardonnay ever! To kick off the release, 

we are offering special pricing. Don't wait! Load up now ...

2012 Solitude Chardonnay, Carneros ................. Reg. $26.99  Sale $23.99

Purchase a solid case of 12 bottles and pay just $275/case, plus tax

Ziploc Slider Bags
Freezer or Storage ......................................

$2.19

$7.99lb and up

 Menlo Park Mayor Peter Ohta-
ki will present the annual State 
of the City speech on Thursday, 
Oct. 17, at 5:30 p.m. at the Stan-
ford Park Hotel, located at 100 El 
Camino Real in Menlo Park.
 During the event, the city will 
sign a “sister city” agreement 
with Galway, Ireland, with Gal-
way’s mayor, Padraig Conneely, 
in attendance. 
 Members of the Menlo Park 
Historical Association have been 
working for months to bring 
the two cities together. What’s 
the connection? In Galway sits 
a neighborhood called Menlo 
Park, the former home of Den-
nis Oliver, who later came to the 
United States during the 1800s 
and with his brother-in-law, D.C. 
McGlynn, erected an arched gate 
in what became known as Menlo 
Park, California.

‘Oughta Be a Law”
 Menlo Park resident Dan 
Hilberman earned a certificate 
of recognition from State Sena-
tor Jerry Hill, D-San Mateo, 
for suggesting a law that allows 
those who vote by mail to verify 
that their ballot was counted. 
Sen. Hill presented the certifi-
cate to Mr. Hilberman at CafÈ 
Zoe on Friday, Oct. 11.
 The new law, which takes 
effect on Jan. 1, 2014, requires 
county election offices to  estab-
lish a system allowing vote-by-
mail voters to know whether 
their ballot was counted, or why 
it wasn’t.
 Counties may choose whether 
to notify voters by phone, online 
or in person. Sen. Hill noted 
that the 2012 general election 
in California was the first time 
a majority of California voters 
cast mail-in ballots.

Kepler’s meeting
 To celebrate the end of its 
first year as a restructured 
business, Kepler’s Books and 

Magazines will hold a “state 
of the bookstore” community 
meeting on Monday, Oct. 21. 
The bookstore intends to make 
this an annual event, according 
to representatives. Snacks will 
be provided. 
 The meeting starts at 6:30 
p.m. at the bookstore, located at 
1010 El Camino Real.

Bike harassment
 Menlo Park is considering 
whether to implement a bicyclist 
anti-harassment ordinance at 
the request of the Bicycle Com-
mission, which was scheduled to 
discuss the matter at its Oct. 14 
meeting.
 A bicyclist anti-harassment 
ordinance, similar to laws 
passed in Los Angeles and 
Sunnyvale, would make it ille-
gal for a motorist to intention-
ally force or attempt to force a 
bicyclist off the road with the 
intent to injure or distract the 
cyclist, according to Menlo 
Park Transportation Manager 
Jesse Quirion.
 The ordinance wouldn’t pre-
empt criminal charges, but 
could make it easier for a cyclist 
to file a civil lawsuit against a 
motor vehicle driver, he said.

Track Caltrain
 Caltrain has launched a web-
site as well as a smartphone 
application to let people track 
train departures in real time, 
thanks to GPS units mounted 
on the trains and the operating 
control system.
 A box on the right side of the 
home page, caltrain.com, allows 
users to select a station and see 
departure times for the next 
three trains in both directions. 
Departure times for individual 
stations are displayed on the 
corresponding station page.

 Portola Valley will hold its 
first Farmers’ Harvest Festival 
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 17, at the Town Center, 765 
Portola Road in Portola Valley. 
 There will be a pumpkin 
patch, Webb Ranch “train,” a 
playground and a pumpkin-

carving demo. The event will 
occur during the farmers’ mar-
ket, which will have rotisserie 
chickens, empanadas, organic 
popsicles, SF Whisk food truck, 
music and crafts.
 Go to tinyurl.com/Har-
vest-107 for more information.

‘State of Menlo Park’ talk;
city signs sister city deal

Portola Valley holds Harvest Festival

 BRIEFS

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.



By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

A residential communi-
ty that is cohesive and 
vibrant may, over time, 

settle on a particular word or 
two to describe itself. In Portola 
Valley, one such word is “rural.” 
The word appears 41 times in the 
general plan.
 This town is just off an eight-
lane freeway, about equidistant 
from San Francisco and San 
Jose, and home to many high-
technology innovators, but it 
also sits against the wild and 
forested Santa Cruz mountains. 
It is about as rural as you can get 
without leaving Silicon Valley.
 Town government has been 
instrumental in crafting regula-
tions that promote environmen-
tal protection and construction 
that is subservient to the land.
 In the November election, 
four candidates — two incum-
bents and two challengers — are 
running for three seats on the 
five-member Town Council. 
The Almanac began its inter-
views by asking the candidates 
for their takes on this word.
 “If you drive through Portola 
Valley and compare it with driv-
ing through other towns on the 
Peninsula, you’ll see how we’re 
different,” said Councilwoman 
Maryann Derwin.
 “It doesn’t look gentrified. It 
didn’t (in 1970) and it doesn’t 
now,” said challenger Bud Eis-
berg.
 It means natural and “as 
undisturbed as we can make it,” 
said challenger Craig Hughes. 
“Not medieval rural England, 
but allowing people to live lives 
that make sense in the modern 
world.”
 Portola Valley used to be dirt 
roads, agriculture and graz-

ing livestock, said Mayor John 
Richards, referring to his youth 
there. “We’re maintaining the 
rural look, I think, as much as 
possible ... better than almost 
any town in the region.”
 On the importance of main-
taining a rural lifestyle in Por-
tola Valley, then, the candidates 
agree. What about other topics?
 All of the candidates empa-
thized with concern from local 
merchants’ about food trucks 
moving in on their territory 
on occasion. Three candidates 
— Mr. Eisberg did not have an 
opinion — were open to the idea 
of a skateboard facility for teens, 
provided it is located so as not to 
be an annoyance to neighbors. 
And all the candidates spoke 
highly of volunteering to serve 
in a representative government.
 As one of his priorities, Mr. 
Eisberg spoke in favor of a “less 
activist” government with a 
focus on safety, public works, 
fiscal responsibility, and “help-
ing our schools where we can.” 
The other three candidates 
spoke of keeping the town on 
the path it’s been on for its first 
50 years.

Being regional
 The Almanac asked the candi-
dates if Portola Valley has a role 
in regional issues.
 There are benefits to region-
alism, said Ms. Derwin, the 
council member most active 
regionally. With her contacts, 
she brought together two con-
gressional representatives to 
question the FAA recently about 

overflight noise from air traf-
fic, she said, and arranged to 
squelch a proposal for a traffic 
light in Ladera.
 Mr. Richards noted the impor-
tance of being at the table with 
respect to airplane noise, and 
cited the town’s role in main-
taining the health of the San 
Francisquito Creek watershed 
and open spaces for outdoor 
recreation. 
 The town is looked to by other 
towns for guidance with regard 
to green building, Mr. Hughes 
said. “We can lead by example, 
to some extent.” Ms. Derwin, he 
added, is well connected region-
ally.
 “I think we should focus our 
efforts in the region to things 
that affect Portola Valley,” Mr. 
Eisberg said, “not things that 
we cannot control or have an 
effect on. We should have dis-
cussions with communities like 
ourselves.”

Open government
 The council was accused in 
2012 of not being open about 
plans to buy a former nursery at 
900 Portola Road. The transac-
tion was part of the town’s effort 
to address a state mandate that 
communities make good-faith 
efforts to plan for construction 
of homes affordable to people 
of low and moderate incomes to 
cope with a projected statewide 
housing shortage.
 The effort was neither hid-
den nor open. State law allows 
councils to discuss prices and 
terms of real estate transactions 
in private. The nursery address 
appeared on the council’s agen-
da for seven closed sessions 
between July 2009 and October 
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REAL ESTATE TRENDS
by Samia Cullen

If you have a real estate question or would like a free market analysis for your home,  
please call me at 650-384-5392, Alain Pinel Realtors, or email me at scullen@apr.com.   

For the latest real estate news, follow my blog at www.samiacullen.com 

THE RISK OF SELLING  
WITHOUT A REAL ESTATE PRO

When real estate markets are on the up-
swing and demand is high, sellers may 
wonder if they should sell their home by 
themselves in order to avoid paying a real-
tor commission. 

Following are some of the many consid-
erations that you should take into account 
before you decide to sell your own home.

1. Pricing your home. Pricing a home 
is an important component of the selling 
process. A connected local agent has in-
formation that is not yet available to the 
public and has the expertise to avoid pric-
ing mistakes.

According to the National Association 
of Realtors, in 2012 homes sold using an 
agent sold for 20% more than those sold 
by the owner.

2. Marketing your home. Having a 
marketing plan and properly executing that 
plan is more crucial than ever to get the 
best price when selling a home. 

An agent will advise you on what needs 
to be done to make your home appeal to 
the broadest group of potential buyers and 
maximize the sale price.

Statistics show that 90 percent of home-
buyers used the Internet during their home 
search in 2012. Without a savvy listing 
agent, your property will not appear on 
the top sites where buyers search, thereby 
greatly limiting your pool of potential buy-
ers.

3.  Handling the transaction. A good 
agent knows how to navigate the legal re-
quirements and other issues related to sell-
ing a home and help protect you from being 
sued after the deal closes.   

The agent can also help you evaluate the 
offers that you receive, negotiate the terms 
of the contract and make sure that the trans-
action stays on track until escrow closes.

4. Time commitment. Sellers with busy 
schedules may be hard pressed to find the 
time needed to respond to buyer inquiries 
effectively.  A dedicated professional agent 
has the ability to timely respond to poten-
tial buyers. 

Selling a home is a big undertaking. Ho-
meowners should fully investigate and un-
derstand what it is involved before deciding 
to sell their home on their own.

David Ramadanoff
Conducts the

Tickets:

Gen Admission  $25

Seniors (60+)  $20

18 -25 years  $15

Youth  Free

This ad sponsored by 
Ginny and Joe Kavanaugh 

Coldwell Banker,  
Portola Valley.  
Visit them at  

www.thekavanaughs.com

Master Sinfonia
Chamber Orchestra

Saturday, October 19 at 7:30 pm

St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
2650 Sandhill Road, Menlo Park
Free reception after concert

Ravel   Le Tombeau de Couperin 
Pamela Martin, conductor

Mozart   Concerto for Oboe in C major 
Laura Griffiths, soloist

Beethoven Symphony No. 6, “Pastoral”

Sunday, October 20 at 2:30 pm

Los Altos United Methodist Church
655 Magdalena (at Foothill), Los Altos
Free reception at intermission

Portola Valley: 4 seek 3 seats

Incumbent Maryann 
Moise Derwin, 60, has 
volunteered for many 
positions in San Mateo 
County, including the 
boards of the City/
County Association 
of Governments, the 
affordable-housing 
authority, the county 
library and the poet 
laureate task force. She’s 
been on the council for 
eight years, serves on a 
committee with Woodside 
on protection against 
wildfire, and was an active 
volunteer in Portola Valley 
schools.

Challenger Craig 
R. Hughes, 39, is 
an entrepreneur and 
executive and founder of 
five software companies, 
a four-year member of 
the Architectural and Site 
Control Commission, and 
a parent of two children 
in Portola Valley schools. 
He is affiliated with 
the symbolic systems 
program at Stanford 
University.

Challenger Arthur C. 
“Bud” Eisberg Jr., 69, 
is a retired airline pilot 
with more than 20 years 
of volunteer service 
to the town, including 
about 10 years on the 
Architectural and Site 
Control Commission 
as well as committees 
concerned with public 
works, affordable housing 
and creek restoration at 
Town Center. His other 
interests as a volunteer 
include sports, scouting 
and model airplane Flight 
Night at Town Center.

Incumbent F. John 
Richards, 63, is an 
architect and came 
to Portola Valley as 
a kindergartner. He 
volunteered for the Peace 
Corps and served in 
Venezuela and Nicaragua 
for two years. In his four 
years on the council, he 
was involved in bringing 
to town summer concerts, 
the farmers’ market, new 
green building standards 
and engagement on 
the issue of affordable 
housing.

See VOTER GUIDE, page 12

 VOTER GUIDE

This story on the Portola Valley Town 
Council race is one of a series of 
stories on the Nov. 5 election.
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right thing.”
 Parents from the Las Lomitas 
district had regularly expressed 
concern about the regula-
tory change, and did so again 
before this vote. Parent Larry 
Kelmar said he had concerns 
about the speed with which the 
board was making the deci-
sion. A strategic plan should 
come first, he said.
 Planning done by the Las 
Lomitas community, he said, 
took six months and included a 
consultant to help address ques-
tions like “What?” and “How?” 
in crafting a plan. “If you don’t 
have a plan, you really don’t 
have that North Star to guide 
you,” he said.
 Ravenswood advocates were 
pleased, however. The M-A 
community will benefit, one 
advocate said. “I think we 
are very rich,” she said of the 
Ravenswood community. “I 
think we all need to move for-
ward together. Our children 
bring with them an incredibly, 
incredibly rich culture. I want 
all the community to embrace 
the richness of the Ravenswood 
students.” 
 Ellen Mouchawar, an Ather-
ton resident, non-practicing 
attorney and insistent advocate 

for the Ravenswood com-
munity, spoke warmly about 
a Menlo Park parent who, 
Ms. Mouchawar said, recently 
visited a Ravenswood school 
and asked the principal how 
she (the parent) could get 
involved.
 Ahead of the vote, the board 
members explained their posi-
tions.

 Allen Weiner referred to 
apples and oranges in compar-
ing the relevance of the East 
Palo Alto enrollment policy to 
strategic planning, which the 
board is facing in response to a 
projected enrollment surge in 
the Sequoia district of at least 
22 percent by 2020. 
 Allowing East Palo Alto stu-
dents into M-A addresses a his-
torical inequity and won’t affect 
the nature of M-A, Mr. Weiner 
added. What could affect it is 
the coming enrollment growth 

from the Menlo Park and Las 
Lomitas school districts, he 
said. But in the years ahead, 
he added, “it won’t be us and 
them, but us and us.”
 “We can’t wait,” board mem-
ber Alan Sarver said, “until 
this long-term (strategic plan) 
is right and complete before 
taking action. The Ravenswood 
community has said again and 
again and again how urgent it 
is to put in place an appropriate 
interim step for much more of 
the community to attend Men-
lo-Atherton High School.” 
 “It is also,” he added, “very 
fundamentally, the opportu-
nity for us to be extending 
opportunity and partnership 
in building up student expecta-
tions, to open doors of oppor-
tunity, to improve outcomes 
of Ravenswood students and 
improve outcomes of M-A. 
And that’s why I can’t vote 
strongly enough for this (policy 
change).”
 “If we have the opportunity to 
take corrective action to correct 
a long-term inequity,” said 
board President Chris Thoms-
en, “we should take it. The (new 
policy) is not perfect, but we 
have chance to move forward in 
a positive direction and we 
should take it now.” A

continued from page 5

Menlo Park City School District 
and 345 from the Las Lomitas 
School District.
 With boundary changes that 
move all Ravenswood district 
students into the Menlo-Ather-
ton attendance area, plus antic-
ipated growth, Menlo-Atherton 
is projected to have (by the 
year 2020): 1,138 students from 
Ravenswood, 957 students from 
the Menlo Park City School 
District and 498 students from 
Las Lomitas.
 The numbers do not reflect 
the fact that each year some stu-
dents from each 
attendance area 
transfer out of 
Menlo-Atherton 
to other district 
high schools while 
other students 
transfer in, leav-
ing the totals the 
same but slightly 
changing the home districts of 
students, Superintendent Lian-
ides said.
 Superintendent Lianides said 
that two-thirds of the projected 
growth at Menlo-Atherton is 
expected to come from Menlo 
Park with one third from the 
Ravenswood district.
 Without the boundary 
changes, Superintendent Lian-
ides said, the district’s pro-
jections show by 2020 an 
additional 348 students at 
Menlo-Atherton High School, 
bringing it to 2,416 students; 
and 336 more Woodside High 
School students, bringing  it 
to 2,013 students. Carlmont 
High School would grow by 
477 students to 2,652 students 
and Sequoia would grow by 
420 students to 2,448. 
 One of the strategies the 

district hopes to use to ease 
the overcrowding would be 
the development of two small 
alternative schools that would 
draw students from the entire 
Sequoia Union district. 
 Superintendent Lianides said 
that the district’s facilities task 
force is looking at the possi-
bilities. “These schools would 
not have an attendance area 
but would be located in stra-
tegic areas so they could draw 
from wider communities,” he 
said, adding they would be 
“voluntary in nature but very 
attractive.” 
 “These are still very much in 

the initial phase,” 
Superintendent 
Lianides said. The 
district would 
have to pass a 
bond measure, 
buy land and plan 
the schools.  He 
said the schools 
would likely be 

located near where the dis-
trict has the largest enrollment 
growth, which includes Menlo 
Park, Belmont and Redwood 
Shores. “The location of these 
campuses would be strategic,” 
he said.
 Superintendent Lianides said 
that a tentative attendance area 
map will probably be presented 
in November but not formally 
adopted until summer. That 
means that attendance areas for 
2014-2015 will not be changed; 
but that changes could go into 
place by the 2015-16 school 
year. 
 The planned changes should 
make the district’s schools bet-
ter, Superintendent Lianides 
said. “The whole goal at the end 
is that the student experience in 
2020 will be better than the stu-
dent experience today.” A

continued from page 5

Board OKs shift of EPA students to M-A

M-A tries to calm fears 
about school changes

‘Socio-economic or 
racial makeup of the 
school’ will be similar 
to what it is today, 

principal says.

The school board 
voted to all but end 

busing of East Palo Alto 
kids to Woodside and 

Carlmont.
Jerry Hill, and San Mateo Coun-
ty supervisors Warren Slocum 
and Adrienne Tissier.
 Admission is free. To RSVP, 
contact Jayme Ackemann at 
ackemannj@samtrans.com

History of commuter rail
 Caltrain provided this brief 
history of the Peninsula com-
muter rail line: The railroad 
known today as “Caltrainî is the 
oldest passenger railroad in the 
West in continuous operation.  
 Constructed by the San Fran-
cisco & San Jose Railroad, 
the railroad subsequently was 
absorbed by the Southern Pacif-
ic, which operated the Peninsula 

Commute Service for more than 
a century. A transition to public 
ownership began in the 1980s, 
first under the state of Califor-
nia, followed by a three-county 
agency called the Peninsula 
Corridor Joint Powers Board, 
which has owned and operated 
Caltrain since 1992.
 There are seven Peninsula rail 
depots on the National Register 
of Historic Places. From north 
to south, they are:  Millbrae, 
Burlingame, San Carlos, Menlo 
Park, Palo Alto, Santa Clara and 
San Jose Diridon. Four of them 
were built in the 1800s. 
 Those interested in the history 
of the Peninsula rail can follow 
the Twitter feed @SFSJRailroad 
or check the Facebook page: 
SFSJRailroad. 

RAIL HISTORY
continued from page 5

Seth Weil, third from the left, is shown with fellow teammates at the World Rowing Cup event in 
Lucerne, Switzerland.

 In his first year on the U.S. 
Rowing Team, Seth Weil, 26, 
has already won medals twice 
for his country. In July the 
Menlo Park native won gold 
in the Men’s Four at the Sam-
sung World Rowing Cup II in 
Lucerne, Switzerland, his first 
international competition.
 The same team, includ-
ing members Mike Gennaro, 
Henrik Rummel and Grant 
James, also took bronze at the 
World Rowing Championships 

in Chungju, South Korea, in 
August.
 As a member of the U.S. 
Rowing’s senior national team, 
Weil will represent the U.S. at 
the highest level of interna-
tional competition, includ-
ing the 2014 World Cup II in 
France and the World Cup III 
in Switzerland. Meanwhile, 
he will continue his training 
in Princeton, where he lives 
with a host family along with 
a teammate. He ultimately 

hopes to compete in the 2016 
Olympic Games in Rio.
 Weil began rowing in 2005 
while a student at UC Davis, 
where he trained for six years. 
He is a graduate of Menlo-
Atherton High School, where 
he was a member of the robot-
ics team that placed third at 
a national competition. He 
also played first trumpet for 
the Advanced Jazz Band and 
traveled with them through 
Europe.

Local wins gold in rowing for USA
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30+ years of   
local knowledge.

Born in  
Menlo Park. 

Raised in  
Atherton.

A Woodside  
resident.

“

“

  We want to express out thanks  
for all your hard work in selling 
our unique home.  We greatly  
appreciate your willingness to  
stick with the task and your  
continued enthusiasm and  
effort.  You exhausted every angle 
and worked creatively to bring in 
potential buyers and encourage 
their interest.  For your wonderful 
efforts, we will highly recommend 
your services to others.

Greatly appreciated...

OPEN HOUSE for Prospective Students and Families 

Saturday, November 23rd at 10am
Saturday, December 7th at 10am
Wednesday, December 11th at 7pm (Information evening only)
For information and to R.S.V.P. contact Admissions at 650.851.8223

Woodside Prior y School
Admissions Of fice
302 Portola Road, Por tola Valley, CA 94028
650/851-8223  ■  www.PrioryCa.org

ONE OF THE MANY REASONS TO SEND YOUR CHILD TO:

SANDRA 
MARTIGNETTI, 
DIRECTOR OF 
GUIDANCE AND 
COUNSELING

SANDRA 
EARNED A B.S. 
IN EDUCATION/
EDUCATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY 
FROM PENN STATE 

UNIVERSITY AND A MASTER OF EDUCATION 
FROM NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR UNIVERSITY.

Sandra builds her work day around daily discussions 
and interactions with students, teachers, and parents. 
She sees the energy generated between these groups 
leading to growth and a dynamic school program. Our 
students are given opportunities to bring ideas forward 
and we at Priory listen and act upon them. Sandra says, 
“My office door is always open and it’s a rare day when 
I am in there alone.”

When Sandra isn’t helping students, she loves to hike, 
cook, travel and spend time with her family.

By Barbara Wood 
Special to the Almanac 

The town of Atherton 
and its police depart-
ment, operating without 

a contract since Sept. 30, have 
agreed on a tentative contract 
that would create a two-tiered 
pension plan for new hires and 
require current employees to pay 
their own share of their pension 
costs — an expense that will be 
partially offset by a 5 percent sal-
ary increase over the three-year 
contract.
 The contract also eliminates 
the requirement in previous 
contracts that the town pay its 
police department employees 
based on a survey of local police 
agencies. The new contract says 
the town will continue to make 
the annual survey but will not 
have any obligation to pay 
employees at the 70th percentile 
of surveyed agencies.
 “The Town is no longer gov-
erned by what other agencies 
do with respect to how we com-
pensate our staff,” City Manager 
Rodericks said in a report to the 
City Council. 
 The tentative agreement, 
which will come before the 
council at its regular meeting on 
Wednesday, Oct. 16, would save 
a significant amount of money 
for the town, Mr. Rodericks 
said.
 The Atherton Police Offi-
cers Association represents 22 
employees, five of them non-
police officers. APOA President 
John Mattes said the asso-
ciation members unanimously 
approved the contract on Oct. 
7, but that he did not want to 
comment further until the con-

tract has been approved by the 
council.
 In a press release posted on the 
town’s website, Mr. Rodericks 
said that the agreement achieves 
the policy priorities set by the 
council. 
 Those priorities include elimi-
nating the requirement that the 
town pay for retiree health-care 
costs for new hires; establishing 
a “cafeteria-style” health-care 
plan for current employees, who 
will share some of its costs; set-
ting up a new pension tier with 
lesser retirement benefits for 
new hires; and having employ-
ees pay a share of their pension 
costs, which the town had previ-
ously paid. 
 The new contract also changes 
the way salaries are determined, 
and doesn’t contain cost-of-
living salary adjustments. 
 Mr. Rodericks’ staff report 
for the Oct. 16 meeting says the 
town should save 7.6 percent on 
salaries and benefits with a com-
bination of a 5 percent reduction 
in health insurance costs and 
money saved by having employ-
ees pay their share — 7 percent 
of their salaries — toward their 
pension costs over the contract 
period. A 5 percent salary 
increase over that same period is 
intended to partially offset that 
new employee expense.
 Newly hired police officers 
will have their pensions figured 
at a rate that starts at 2.7 per-
cent (times the number of years 
served) of their highest salary 
over a three-year period, with 
retirement eligibility at age 57. 
Previously, pensions were fig-

ured on a formula that gave 3 
percent (times number of years 
served) of the highest one-year 
salary, with officers eligible to 
retire at age 50. New civilian 
police employees will receive 
2 percent (times number of 
years served) of salary at age 62 
instead of the previous 2 percent 
at age 55. 
 As always, employees who 
retire at an earlier age will 
receive a smaller pension, Mr. 
Rodericks said. Newly hired 
officers may retire beginning 
at age 50, but the percentage of 
pay (times years worked) drops 
to 2 percent. Civilian police 
employees can retire as early as 
52, but the percentage drops to 
1 percent.
 Pensions for new employees 
will be capped at 120 percent of 
the compensation that would be 
subject to Social Security taxes 
at the time of retirement, now 
$132,120. (This is a formula, 
only. Police do not pay Social 
Security tax.) Annual increases 
in pensions based on the con-
sumer price index (CPI) will be 
allowed. 
 Regarding the pension savings 
that will be realized under the 
new contract, Mr. Rodericks 
gave the following example:
 The average sworn officer 
working for the town has 9 
years of service and is 41 years 
old. With an existing mid-range 
$100,000 a year salary, if that 
officer retires at age 50 with 
18 years of service to the town 
of Atherton, he or she would 
receive a pension of $4,500 per 
month, or $54,000 per year (3 
percent of $100,000 times 18). 

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

Three adult yellow fever 
mosquitoes (Aedes 
aegypti) and 14 larvae 

have been trapped in Menlo 
Park since late August, accord-
ing to the San Mateo County 
Mosquito and Vector Control 
District.
 As of Oct. 11, inspectors 
had examined 1,101 homes 
and collected 246 samples 
of larvae, district represen-
tatives told the Almanac. 
Yellow fever mosquito eggs 
were found at four locations, 
in addition to the first egg 
found on Aug. 23 at the Holy 

Cross cemetery off Santa 
Cruz Avenue.
 Aedes aegypti is a 1/4-inch 
black and white mosquito, 
more commonly found in the 
southeastern United States 
than in California. It typi-
cally bites during the day and 
can potentially transmit sev-
eral viruses, including yellow 
fever, although the risk of 
transmission is “extremely 
low,” according to the coun-
ty.
 Officials urge residents to 
eliminate all standing water 
from their yards and homes, 
and reduce the chance of being 
bitten by:

 ■ Applying insect repellents 
containing DEET, picaridin, 
oil of lemon eucalyptus or IR 
3535.
 ■ Checking that doors and 
windows have tight-fitting 
screens, and eliminating any 
holes.
 ■ Reporting neglected swim-
ming pools to the San Mateo 
County Mosquito and Vector 
Control at 344-8592 or the 
Santa Clara Vector Control 
District at (408) 918-4770.
 ■ Wearing long sleeve shirts 
and long pants when possible.
 ■ Placing mosquito netting 
over infant carriers, cribs and 
strollers. A

More yellow fever mosquitoes
are found in Menlo Park

Staff, union propose police contract
 ATHERTON

See POLICE CONTRACT, page 10



By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

As they debated and dis-
cussed their way through 
a third night of reviewing 

the downtown/El Camino Real 
specific plan, the Menlo Park 
Planning Commission took a 
closer look at how to ensure 
the community gets the sort of 
public plaza on Middle Avenue 
that it wants.
 The plaza, which was incor-
porated into the specific plan, 
is also part of a proposed eight-
acre, mixed-use development 
by Stanford and John Arrillaga 
along 300 to 500 El Camino 
Real that includes 199,500 
square feet of office space, 
10,000 square feet of retail, and 
up to 170 apartments.
 The current proposal would 
put car lanes within the Middle 
Avenue plaza for site access; the 

university has agreed to work 
alongside the city in designing 
the plaza. Stanford has also said 
it will make a “substantial con-
tribution” to construction of a 
pedestrian and bicycle crossing 
under the railroad tracks to 
allow easier access to Burgess 
Park from El Camino Real at 
Middle Avenue.
 In a letter to the city sent Oct. 
4, Stanford’s associate director 
of real estate development, John 
Donahoe, said the driveway 
will be put alongside the Middle 
Avenue plaza — not through it. 
Access to parking underneath 
the complex is critical to mak-
ing the apartments and retail 
viable, he wrote, and vehicular 
access was included in devel-
opment of the specific plan at 
several points, including the 

environmental impact report.
 He asked that decisions 
regarding the plaza’s design 
wait until the city completes 
a traffic study, expected to be 
finished by year’s end.
 At this point the Planning 
Commission has not made 
any formal recommendations 
regarding the specific plan, but 
has taken a series of straw votes 
regarding possible modifica-
tions.
 A straw vote taken during the 
Oct. 7 meeting went 4-0 in favor 
of the Planning Commission 
using architectural review to 
reach a satisfactory design and 
layout of the plaza. Commission-
ers Katherine Strehl and John 
Onken were recused; Commis-
sioner Ben Eiref was absent.
 Although he supported the 
informal motion, Commis-
sioner Henry Riggs at first sug-
gested an alternative that stated 
the commission would not 
compromise the plaza for the 
sake of driveway access, saying 
that he “would not expect that 
you’ve seen the best (design) 
and would not accept that we 
have seen the best.”
 The second straw vote, at 2-2, 
proved more problematic, with 
commissioners Vince Bressler 
and John Kadvany voting that 
the commission should be able 
to modify building breaks in 
the southeast El Camino Real 
section of the specific plan to 
facilitate creating a satisfactory 
design for the bike and pedes-
trian undercrossing and the 
Middle Avenue plaza.
 Commissioners Katie Ferrick 
and Henry Riggs dissented.
 “I don’t want to mess up the 
building breaks in the whole 
section,” Ms. Ferrick said, while 
reiterating her support for the 
undercrossing.
 The Planning Commission’s 
specific plan review will con-
tinue at its next meeting, sched-
uled for Oct. 28, with a focus on 
traffic and mobility for pedes-
trians and bicycles throughout 
the specific plan area. Any for-
mal recommendations the 
commission then decides to 
make will go to the City Coun-
cil for review and possible 
approval. A

Plaza focus of Commission review
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OPEN
HOUSE

SAT. OCT 26
SUN. DEC 8

1- 4pm

650-462-6900
148 Hawthorne Ave, Palo Alto, CA
www.HomeCareAssistance.com

Call to learn about the Home Care Assistance difference:

caregiver  noun   \-,giv-,   r\
 an individual who provides direct care 
 to the elderly or chronically ill, may or may
 not have experience and/or Department of 
 Justice background check.

home care assistance caregiver  noun  \’hõm-\  \   -’sis-t  n(t)s\
 a professional aide with at least two years experience,   
 who passes a comprehensive background check and   
 psychological evaluation and undergoes formal training  
 in home care. Home Care Assistance caregivers are also   
 trained in cognitive stimulation to keep clients mentally  
 engaged.

e

ee

The New Definition of Home Care

San Francisco  Oakland  Danville  Marin  Palo Alto  San Mateo  Los Gatos

 MENLO PARK

 Officers hired under the new 
retirement plan would receive 
$3,000 per month, or $36,000 
per year (2 percent of $100,000 
times 18), if making $100,000 
per year and retiring at 50 with 
18 years of service.
 Go to tinyurl.com/Report-109 
to see the staff report. A

POLICE CONTRACT
continued from page 9
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6 Hawkview, Portola Valley

Welcome to this classic Portola Valley Ranch home with stunning views of the western hills. Located on a 
quiet cul-de-sac, this split-level, three bedroom, two and one half bath home offers approximately 2,580 

square feet of living space. The main floor features a cathedral ceiling entry hall with four large skylights. 
The master bedroom, powder room and kitchen are located just off the entry hall. At the end of the hall, the 
great room contains a formal living area and dining room, which opens up to a large deck via three sliding 
glass doors. The private deck features an unobscured view of the western hills. Downstairs are two addition 
bedrooms, full bath, family room, laundry room and storage area.

  bedrooms, 2.5 baths of approx. 2,580 sq. ft.

 irst floor master suite with two large closets and 
a private balcony

 ntry hall with tile floor and cathedral ceiling

 Large eat-in kitchen featuring center island with 
breakfast bar, three pantry closets, and dining area

 reat room features living and dining rooms with 
cathedral ceiling 

 Private deck off living room with stunning views 
of the western hills

 Powder room and coat closet off entry

 taircase leads to downstairs living area

 Lower level features family room, with access to 
private deck, plus two additional bedrooms, full 
bath, laundry room and storage

 ew roof installed in 20

 2-car detached garage

 xcellent Portola Valley schools

WWW.HUGHCORNISH.COM

This information was supplied by eller and or other sources. roker believes this information to be correct but has not verified this 
information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. uyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. 
Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. If your home is currently listed for sale, this is not a solicitation of that listing.

l amino ffice, 20 2
 by The Wall Street Journal, 2013

Providing A
Network of

Reputable
Home-Improvement

Professionals

Portola Valley Ranch With Stunning Views
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2010, all resulting in nothing 
to report to the public, accord-
ing to the minutes archive. The 
council also met in urgent closed 
session in March 2011 — after a 
deal to buy the nursery site fell 
through with Windmill School 
after 18 months of negotiations, 
property owner John Wu told 
the Almanac.
 An Almanac story in April 
2011 drew attention to the pos-
sibility of the council’s interest 
in the property for afford-
able housing. Town officials 
announced this intention in 
June 2012, and one month later 
conducted a community meet-
ing to begin a “robust process” 
to include the sale of two town-
owned properties and plans 
to use the proceeds to buy 900 
Portola Road. Designs for the 
site would not be available, they 
said, because it was unclear how 
many houses a developer would 
have to build to make a profit.
 Neither Mr. Hughes nor Mr. 
Eisberg were involved in all 
that, but both said they would 
focus on more communication 
with the public should they be 
elected. (Mr. Hughes said he has 
attended three council meetings 
since announcing his candidacy 
in August; Mr. Eisberg has fol-
lowed the proceedings by read-
ing the agendas and minutes 
online, he said.)
 The “unknown density” at 
900 Portola Road was a prob-
lem, said Mr. Eisberg, who lives 
in the immediate neighbor-
hood. “A lot of it boiled down 
to ‘nobody likes surprises,’” he 
said, adding that he would not 
have objected to four homes. 

“Windmill School (a private 
preschool that was trying to 
buy the site) showed site plans 
and elevations and asked for our 
support,” he said. “I don’t think 
every neighborhood would have 
supported a school next door.”
 Mr. Hughes said the coun-
cil could have conferred with 
Windmill, and could have erred 
more on the side of openness. 
“There’s a difference between 
the legal requirements (regard-
ing prices and terms of real 
estate transactions) and the 
need to let people know what’s 
going on,” he said. The state’s 
open-meeting law “does not 
restrict one-way communica-
tion,” he said.
 Mr. Hughes said he hopes to 
explore whether Portola Valley 
is complying with the intentions 
of affordable housing mandates. 
“I think it’s a discussion we 
should have,” he said.
 “If I were to do (the afford-
able housing  initiative) all over 
again, I would have knocked 
on doors,” said Ms. Derwin, 
who was mayor in 2012. “I 
think we should have talked to 
the neighbors.” Neighboring 
communities are not mak-
ing similar efforts to actually 
build the housing, she noted. 
“I think among affluent com-
munities, we are a little better 
than (others). We have a social 
conscience.”
 Mr. Richards, who as mayor in 
2013 appointed an ad hoc com-
mittee to look into affordable 
housing in town, described it as 
“really important for the social 
diversity of the town” and some-
thing that would make a “more 
interesting” town. “I can’t help 
but think we’re excluding those 
people now,” he added. A

VOTER GUIDE
continued from page 7

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 Woodside Road
Woodside, CA 94062

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR 
ARCHITECTURAL AND SITE REVIEW BOARD

Unexpired Term Ending in February 2015

The Architectural and Site Review Board (ASRB) reviews 
and makes recommendations to the Planning Director on 
residential, site design and commercial applications.  

Meetings are held on the first and third Monday of each 
month, 4:30 p.m. Appointment is for a term expiring in 
February 2015.

Interested residents may request information and applications 
from the Town Clerk’s Office, Monday through Friday, 
8:00 AM-12 noon and 1-5:00 PM, at Woodside Town Hall, 
2955 Woodside Road, by telephone at (650) 851-6790, or 
through the Town’s web site at www.woodsidetown.org, 
What’s New. Deadline for applications is Tuesday, October 
22, 2013,  5:00 p.m. 

VOTE YES on 

MEASURE X

Because we VALUE
PUBLIC SAFETY
Rapid Police Response

ROAD REPAIRS
Drainage Improvements

POLICE PROTECTION
Free Direct Alarm and Security Monitoring

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS
Emergency Command Vehicle

For more information go to www.ci.atherton.ca.us

Paid for by Committee for YES on Measure X
FPPC# 1360166

IT RENEWS EXISTING TAX
It is a renewal of our existing 
parcel tax at the same rate

IT FUNDS PUBLIC SAFETY,
police services and road repairs

IT'S ABOUT 18%
of the town's annual budget

2.

1.

3.

YESYES ON

X
For Atherton Police Services, 

Road & Drainage, Disaster Preparedness



By Barbara Wood
Special to the Almanac

In June 2012 Phil and Chris-
tie Kiekhaefer moved from 
Redwood City to Menlo 

Park, downsizing their family of 
four into a tiny two-bedroom, 
one-bath rental they owned, 
because they felt the Las Lomitas 
School District would provide 
a superior education for their 
children.
 Their daughter started kin-
dergarten a few months later 
and is now in first grade. They 
planned that their son, who will 
be 4 in November, would attend 
a private preschool before enter-
ing the Las Lomitas district’s 
new transitional kindergarten 
program next fall.
 In 2010, such two-year kin-
dergarten programs were writ-
ten into the state Kindergarten 
Readiness Act, which moved 
the date by which children must 
turn 5 in order to enter kinder-
garten from Dec. 2 to Sept. 1, 
making the change a month at 
a time over three school years. 
Last year, the first year in which 
the eligibility date was changed, 
only 4 percent of California 
districts that had any eligible 
children did not have a two-year 
kindergarten, a study by the 
American Institutes of Research 
found.
 Unfortunately for the 
Kiekhaefers, the Las Lomitas 
School District is one of that 4 
percent. The family did not real-
ize this earlier, Mr. Kiekhaefer 
said, because while the district 
website had a link to informa-
tion on transitional kindergar-
ten, it led only to an error mes-
sage.
 Mr. Kiekhaefer figures the 
lack of a program means they 
will have to pay at least $15,000 
to send their son to one more 
year of preschool, an expense 
not in the budget they used to 
help them decide on the move 
to Menlo Park.
 Next year, the Menlo Park City 
School District may also drop its 
two-year kindergarten program, 
which the California Depart-
ment of Education’s website says 
is mandatory. “Each elementary 
or unified school district must 
offer transitional kindergarten 
and kindergarten classes for 
all children eligible to attend,” 
the site states on its “frequently 
asked questions” page.
 The school districts’ lawyers 
answer that question differently, 
however.
 “The CDE website seems to 
conflict with what the law says,” 
said Eugene Whitlock, San 
Mateo County deputy county 
counsel and legal adviser for the 
Las Lomitas district. “The law 

doesn’t say that it’s mandatory,” 
he said. 
 Of course, a judge could, he 
said, have a different interpreta-
tion. “If you go to court or you 
get sued, you never know what 
might happen,” he said.
 Mr. Whitlock said the Legis-
lature should clear up the law.  
“Because of the confusion and 
different interpretations, the 
best thing for the Legislature 
to do would be to go back and 
clarify ... if it is mandatory,” Mr. 
Whitlock said.
 Santa Clara County Supervi-
sor Joe Simitian, who was a 
state senator at the time, was 
the author of the Kindergarten 
Readiness Act. He does not 
agree with Mr. Whitlock.
 “The clear intent and expec-
tation is that TK (transitional 
kindergarten) is required in 

every K-12 school setting,” he 
said. “That is borne out by the 
clear direction on the California 
Department of Education web-
site.”
 Supervisor Simitian said he 
does not think the Kindergar-
ten Readiness Act would have 
passed without the two-year-
kindergarten provision, because 
it would have meant the parents 
of 125,000 students born before 
the date California had used for 
admission for 60 years would 
have suddenly found that their 
children had one more year at 
home.
 However, Supervisor Simitian 
said, he does understand the 
local districts’ incentive to not 
follow his law. The changed 
admission date means fewer 

Transitional kindergarten debate
■ Las Lomitas district doesn’t offer it, but state says it’s mandatory.
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Town & Country Village
MORE THAN 60 SHOPS, RESTAURANTS & SERVICES    MORE DETAILS AT TANDCVILLAGE.COM    EL CAMINO REAL & EMBARCADERO ROAD, PALO ALTO
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We believe you deserve the right doctor. That’s why doctors 

at the Palo Alto Medical Foundation, part of Sutter Health, 

make you their No. 1 priority, whether it’s in person or 

online. It’s one more way we plus you.

During open enrollment, make sure you choose a health 

plan that gives you access to Palo Alto Medical Foundation 

doctors.

1-888-398-5677

TheDoctorForYou.com/PAMF
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entering kindergarteners for Las 
Lomitas for three years while the 
program phases in. Those class 
sizes will remain smaller the 
entire time the children are at 
the school.
 “It is regrettable, but perhaps 
understandable, that districts 
dealing with an enrollment 
crunch would be looking for any 
way to manage their growing 
enrollment,” he said. 
 Both the Las Lomitas and 
Menlo Park districts are facing 
growing enrollment that is over-
crowding schools.
 While all the elementary 
school districts in the Almanac’s 
circulation area also use attor-
neys from the county counsel’s 
office, and, according to Mr. 
Whitlock “the office gives the 
same advice to all our schools,” 
they are each taking the advice 
differently. 
 In the Portola Valley School 
District, which has two schools 
and 656 students, Superinten-
dent Lisa Gonzales said they 
have three children in their tran-
sitional kindergarten program 
this year and “a well-trained, 
credentialed teacher who pro-
vides a nurturing environment 
for our youngest students,” who 
share a classroom with one-year 

kindergarten students. The dis-
trict has no plans to drop the 
program, she said. 
 In Woodside, the smallest 
local district, with one school 
and 451 students, the two-
year kindergarten class has 16 
students, who have their own 
classroom. Woodside allows 
any child to attend the two-year 
kindergarten who the teachers 
and parents think would ben-
efit from the two-year program, 
regardless of birthdate.
 In the Menlo Park City School 
District, with four schools and 
2,926 students, there are 30 
children in a transitional kin-
dergarten program, which, like 
Portola Valley, incorporates the 
two-year kindergarteners into 
one-year kindergarten class-
rooms.
 Next year, however, when the 
Kindergarten Readiness Act says 
children born between Sept. 
1 and Dec. 2 would be eligible 
for two-year kindergarten, the 
district “does not anticipate 
enrolling students in a two-year 
Kindergarten program unless 
State funding to provide an 
extra year of Kindergarten for 
them becomes available, or 
other circumstances change,” 
the district website says.
 Not having a transitional 

KINDERGARTEN
continued from page 13

Where scholarship and values matter.

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE
Preschool & Kindergarten

Oct 5, 2013 - 10:00 a.m.
Nov. 16, 2013 - 10:00 a.m.
No reservation required.

For information call
650.473.4061

Preparatory - Grades 9-12
Oct. 20, 2013 - 1:00 p.m.
Nov. 10, 2013 - 1:00 p.m.
No reservation required.

For information call
650.473.4006

Middle School - Grades 6-8
Oct. 19, 2013 - 10:00 a.m.
Nov. 9, 2013 - 10:00 a.m.
Reservation required.

For information call
650.473.4011

Roman Catholic, independent school
Rigorous academic program
Coeducational
Average teacher/student ratio 1:16

PRESCHOOL THROUGH 12TH GRADE ON ONE CAMPUS
Outstanding athletic programs
Community service opportunities
Beautiful 63-acre campus
New and modernized facilities
Financial assistance available

Lower School - Grades 1-5, please call for appointment, 650.473.4011

150 Valparaiso Avenue  Atherton, CA 94027
Inquiries and RSVP: admission@shschools.org

www.shschools.orgSee KINDERGARTEN, page 16
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kindergarten could decrease 
the size of next year’s kinder-
garten classes in the Menlo Park 
district by 25 percent because 
children born between Sept. 
2 and Dec. 2, who would have 
been admitted to a transitional 
kindergarten under the new 
law, and to regular kindergarten 
under the previous cut-off date, 
will not be allowed to attend 
their school.
 Menlo Park district board 
president Terry Thygesen said 
the board will make a final deci-
sion on whether or not it will 
have a two-year kindergarten 
next year some time before the 
enrollment period for the 2014-
15 kindergarten class opens 
early in  2014.
 In Woodside, where the school 
currently has three one-year 
kindergarten classes and one 
two-year class, Superintendent 
Beth Polito is a champion of the 
two-year program. She believes 
it could save the district money 
because it will reduce the number 
of children who repeat a grade as 
well as those who require expen-
sive special services.
 “Hopefully it’s (fewer) refer-
rals for early intervention. It’s 
(fewer) referrals for special edu-
cation services — if you can get 
them right at the beginning for 
two solid years.” 
 Even if a judge says the pro-
gram is not a legal requirement, 
the district would keep it, she 
said, “if I had anything to do 
with it.” Why? “Because it’s the 
right thing to do for kids.”
 Supervisor Simitian said that 
parents in the districts not offer-
ing the two-year kindergarten 
have limited options. “They can 
either persuade their board to 
provide the program that every 
other district in the state is pro-
viding,” he said, “or they can 
litigate, or they can ask the state 
Legislature to reconfirm the fact 
that (transitional kindergarten) 
is a requirement.”
 Mr. Kiekhaefer said he’s tried 
to get the Las Lomitas board to 
revisit the issue. He asked Las 
Lomitas board president Rich-
ard Ginn to put a discussion 
about transitional kindergar-
ten on the board agenda, but, 
he said, Mr. Ginn told him he 
would not. 
 Mr. Ginn said that because he 
has been advised the program is 
not mandatory, he sees no rea-
son for the board to discuss it. 
The program, he said, is unfair 
because it gives 25 percent of 
students, those who under the 
new cut-off date would be the 
oldest in their classes, an extra 
year of public school. “That 
doesn’t seem like something I 
want to do in my district — take 
one-fourth of the kids and give 
them an extra year,” he said.  A

KINDERGARTEN
continued from page 15
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We Know Our Risks—And Our Options
The strongest predictor of developing breast cancer is a family history of the disease. 

Stanford physicians and researchers have been instrumental in developing many of the 

leading technologies used to understand and screen for hereditary cancer syndromes. 

The Stanford Cancer Genetics Program provides genetic counseling and testing to anyone 

concerned about the risk of an inherited cancer predisposition, and our expert specialists 

offer personalized plans for managing cancer risk.

For more info, call 650.498.6004  
or visit stanfordhospital.org/breasthealth

Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar
to see more calendar listings

Authors & Talks
James Franco discusses “Actors Anony-
mous.” Oct. 27, 2 p.m. $20. Menlo-Atherton 
Performing Arts Center, 555 Middlefield 
Road, Atherton. Call 650-324-4321
Simon Winchester   discusses “The Men 
Who United the States: America’s Explorers, 
Inventors, Eccentrics and Mavericks, and 
the Creation of One Nation, Indivisible.” Oct. 
28, 7:30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park. 
‘Maxed Out: American Moms on the 
Brink’ Katrina Alcorn discusses memoir. 
Oct. 23, 7:30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 
El Camino Real, Menlo Park.
Anne Firth Murray, discusses “From Out-
rage to Courage: The Unjust and Unhealthy 
Situation of Women in Poorer Countries and 

What They Are Doing about It.” Oct. 17, 7:30 
p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino 
Real, Menlo Park.
Avi Tuschman, discusses “Our Political 
Nature: The Evolutionary Origins of What 
Divides Us” Oct. 24, 7:30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s 
Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park.
Docent Lecture  explores David Hockney 
artwork, on display at de Young Museum in 
San Francisco. Oct. 26, 2-3 p.m. Free. Wood-
side Library, 3140 Woodside Road, Wood-
side. www.smcl.org

Concerts
‘In the Spirit of Hope’ Italian tenor 
Pasquale Esposito performs opera arias, Nea-
politan songs, original compositions. Oct. 27, 
7:30-9:30 p.m. $35. Nativity Church, 210 Oak 
Grove Ave., Menlo Park. Call 408-528-6308.
Master Sinfonia Concert Oct. 19, 7:30 
p.m. $15-$25. Free for youth under 18. St. 
Bede’s Episcopal Church , 2650 Sand Hill 
Road , Menlo Park. www.mastersinfonia.org/
season.aspx?c=Concert1

Redwood Symphony performs Dr. 
Seuss’s “The Sneetches,” a life lesson on 
thwarting prejudice and bullying. Oct. 26, 3-5 
p.m. $10-$25. Canada College Main Theatre, 
4200 Farm Hill Blvd., Woodside. redwood-
symphony.org
The Pop Ups in Concert Atherton 
Library hosts children’s musical group. Oct. 
20, 3-3:45 p.m. Free. Atherton Library, 2 Din-
kelspiel Station Lane, Atherton. Call 650-328-
2422. www.smcl.org

Kids & Families
Halloween ‘Bark For Life’ Walk Cel-
ebrate Halloween by trick-or-treating through 
Holbrook-Palmer Park.  Oct. 26, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Free (donations accepted). Holbrook-
Palmer Park, 150 Watkins Ave., Atherton.
‘Surfing Magician’ Doug Hofkins enter-
tains with comedy-magic show for ages 4 
and up. Oct. 21, 4-5 p.m. Free. Atherton 
Library, 2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane, Atherton. 
Call 328-2422.

Origami for Children Menlo School 
students teach children how to make origami 
Jack-o-lanterns. Ages 3 and up. Oct. 23, 
3:30-4 p.m. Free. Atherton Library, 2 Dinkel-
spiel Station Lane, Atherton. Call 328-2422.

Et Alia
‘Cyberbullying’ “Submit the Documentary: 
The Virtual Reality of Cyberbullying” will screen 
at Sacred Heart Prep in Atherton as part of the 
United Nations Film Festival. Panel discusses 
topic. Oct. 21, 4-6 p.m. $10; Free for seniors 
and students. 150 Valparaiso Ave., Atherton.
‘En Plein Air’ Painting in the Garden 
Maxine Pottier is teacher. Ages 12+. Reg-
istration required. Oct. 19, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Free. Woodside Library, 3140 Woodside 
Road, Woodside.
Luau at Little House Live traditional 
Hawaiian dancing, music and dinner. Oct. 
17. Dinner is 5-7 p.m.; dance is 7-9 p.m. $15. 
Little House, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park . 
www.penvol.org/littlehouse/culture.cfm

 CALENDAR
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By Kate Daly
Special to the Almanac

New faces will be appearing 
in “The Producers” the 
last weekend in October 

and first weekend in November as 
Woodside Community Theatre 
(WCT) stages its 11th annual 
musical since the group reorga-
nized back in 2003.
 Mel Brooks wrote and com-
posed the show after writing and 
directing the popular film with 
the same name in 1968. 
 The female lead in the Wood-
side production, Jessica Whitte-
more, “is brand new to us; she’s 
a fabulous, over-the top Ulla,” 
says co-producer Mark Bowles. 
She showed up on the last day 
of auditions and won “a really 
competitive contest with four 
other ladies,” he says. 
 He has a theory on why the 
theater group is attracting fresh 
talent. “A community theater 
like ours goes through a matu-
ration process as our reputation 
gets (better) known, and as long 
as we don’t screw up, we get a 
wider group of people trying 
out,” he says.
 Audiences probably won’t rec-
ognize the actor playing the 
main role of has-been Broadway 

producer Max Bialystock. Dan 
Demers directed WCT’s “The 
Drowsy Chaperone” in 2010, but 
this is his debut on-stage perfor-
mance with WCT. 
 His sidekick and accountant, 
Leo Bloom, is played by a famil-
iar face, however. Matt Waters 
appeared as Rolf in WCT’s 
“Sound of Music” last year. 
More recently he played Curly in 
Portola Valley Theatre Conserva-
tory’s “Oklahoma!” last March.
 Mr. Waters teaches middle 
school math at Woodside School, 
and is heading right into anoth-
er community production in 
December — Hillbarn Theatre’s 
“Mame.”
 Since WCT rehearsals have 
been at Woodside School and 
Woodside Village Church just 
across the street, the schedule has 
worked out well for him.
 Maddie Rostami of Menlo Park 
found her way to WCT through 
a Portola Valley Theatre Conser-
vatory connection. She teaches 
classes there, is a senior at Menlo-
Atherton High School, says she’s 
“really excited” to be making her 
debut in WCT’s ensemble. 
 A couple from Portola Val-
ley, Torrey Rothstein and Fiona 
Ryan, joined the cast of “Sound 
of Music” last year, and have 

several bit parts this year.
 Some of the other performers 
have longtime connections to 
Woodside.
 Along with her husband 
Darrell, Darlene Batchelder is 
appearing in her eighth WCT 
show. She used to perform at 
Woodside High when she was a 
student there. In this show, she 
is in the ensemble and plays one 
of the older ladies Bialystock and 
Bloom seek to take advantage of 
when the men attempt to pro-
duce a big flop and their show, 
“Springtime for Hitler,” unex-
pectedly becomes a smash hit.
 Is a Broadway parody appro-
priate for every age? Batchelder 

personally recommends the 
musical for kids 10 and older 
because “it’s really rude and 
crude; it’s funny.” 
 Mr. Bowles says the musical 
“has some bathroom jokes and 
off-color humor, but it’s pretty 
ridiculous. Ö There’s something 
to offend everyone in a light-
hearted and fun way.”
 He is joined by two co-pro-
ducers. Claudia McCarley went 
to Woodside High. She plays 
Shirley in the show and is part 
of the ensemble. Donna Losey 
was a Woodside School par-
ent with Mr. Bowles and Ms. 
Batchelder, helped with shows 
there, and then became a drama 
booster when her children went 
on to perform in productions at 
Woodside High.
 Two other Woodside High 
drama boosters, Nancy Krosse 
and Lyndesay Adams, are in 
the ensemble. Ms. Krosse also 
appears as one of the older ladies.
 Another Woodside High dra-
ma booster, Karen Patrick, is 
teaming up with former Wood-
side School teacher Liz Matchett 
to organize the costumes.
 Once again, two Woodside 
brothers, Akio and Steve Patrick, 
are working behind the scenes. 
Akio is technical director and 

set designer. Steve is head of set 
construction. Their kids are in 
college now after attending both 
Woodside schools.
 Richard Gordon of Woodside 
is back as musical director, lead-
ing a full live orchestra.
 Kristen Pfeiffer returns as cho-
ral director this year. Don Coluzzi 
is doing the lighting again. 
 Joan Rubin of Woodside is one 
of the original volunteers going 
back to when George Sellman 
directed the shows. She’s helping 
run spotlights. Her grandson, 
Alex Rubin, is in the ensemble.
 Two newcomers this year are 
Erica Wyman as artistic director 
and Joe Duffy as choreographer. 
 “The Producers” opens at 
Woodside High Performing 
Arts Center at 199 Churchill 
Ave. on Friday, Oct. 25 at 7:30 
p.m. and continues on Oct. 26 
and then Nov. 1 and 2 at 7:30 
p.m., with two matinee per-
formances on Sundays, Oct. 27 
and Nov. 3 at 2 p.m.
 Visit WoodsideTheatre.com for 
more information and tickets. 
Tickets will also be sold at the 
door and by calling (800) 838-
3006.
 The prices are $15 for children, 
18 and under; $25 for seniors,  62 
and older; and $28 for adults. A

Woodside Community Theatre stages ‘The Producers’

 Atherton police are advising 
residents to take precautions 
to protect their property in the 
wake of two prowler reports, a 
residential burglary and an auto 
burglary, all of which took place 
on Friday, Oct. 11, police said.
 In the residential burglary, 
someone used a rock to shatter 
a side-door window of a home 
in the 200 block of Atherton 
Avenue, possibly between 9:30 
p.m. and midnight, police said. 
Someone entered the unoc-
cupied house and appears to 
have gotten away with a “liquor 
bottle,” police said. 
 Earlier that afternoon at about 

3:30 p.m. on Fairview Avenue, 
a resident reported seeing a 
man leaving the property. Later, 
at 11:15 p.m., police received 
another prowler report, from a 
residence on Linda Vista Avenue. 
The stranger disappeared behind 
a building, but a motion-acti-
vated flood light came on that 
illuminated the area. Witnesses 
described the suspect as a white 
adult male wearing a black hood-
ed sweatshirt and dark pants.
 In the auto burglary, on Caro-
lina Lane, someone entered an 
unlocked vehicle parked in a resi-
dential driveway, according to a 
report submitted at 7:49 p.m. 

Atherton burglary, prowler reports

Woodside artist at Pumpkin Festival
Dr. Vicki Coe 
Mitchell of 
Woodside will 
display her 
paintings at 
the 43rd Half 
Moon Bay Art 
& Pumpkin 
Festival on 
Sunday, Oct. 
20. She will 
sell original 
paintings, as 
well as limited edition Giclee prints, canvas grocery bags, and 
cards of coast-inspired paintings, many of which are scenes from 
her cottage at Martin’s Beach in Half Moon Bay. Dr. Coe Mitchell 
is an anesthesiologist at Stanford Hospital with Associated 
Anesthesiologists of Palo Alto.

By Renee Batti
Almanac News Almanac

Italian grand opera isn’t 
known for happy endings. 
Death is as important a char-

acter as the opera’s star singers, 
often stalking one or more of 
them until he coaxes from their 
lips their last sweet, tragic song. 
It’s all part of the fun.
 When I find myself regret-
ting the demise of a truly odi-
ous character — as I did in the 
case of the Baron Scarpia in the 
West Bay Opera production of 
Tosca now being staged at the 
Lucie Stern Theatre — I know 
something extraordinary is tak-
ing place. Composer Giacomo 
Puccini kills off his villain at 
the end of Act II in this mag-
nificent three-act opera, but so 
extraordinary is the voice and 
stage presence of Philip Skinner 
in the role of Scarpia, Rome’s 
chief of police, that I feared Act 
III could only be a let-down.
 My fears were groundless, 
because Mr. Skinner is only 
one in a cast of stand-out lead 
performers. Stacey Stofferahn as 
Floria Tosca, a celebrated singer, 
and David Gustafson as her 
lover, the artist Mario Cavara-
dossi, carries Act III to a rousing 
conclusion, with Mr. Gustafson 
delivering a glittering E lucevan 
le stelle, and the duo enthralling 

the audience with Ah! Franchi-
gia a Floria Tosca and O dolci 
mani — a captivating display of 
sweet passion preceding their 
own demise.
 Although Ms. Stofferahn 
seemed a bit unsteady in cer-
tain vocal registers on opening 
night, her singing in general 
offers a richness in color and 
impact, and her Tosca throbs 
with vitality. Mr. Gustafson 
and Mr. Skinner electrify in 
their performances of the two 
men circling the beautiful 
Tosca, one simmering with 

love, the other, lust.
 This is West Bay Opera’s sixth 
production of this verismo mas-
terpiece, which premiered in 
Rome in 1900. In addition to 
treating the ears, this produc-
tion features fine acting befit-
ting the high-octane theatrical-
ity of the story, based on a work 
by French playwright Victorien 
Sardou.
 Jose Luis Moscovich directs 
and conducts the orchestra; 
Richard Harrell is stage direc-
tor. The opera is sung in Italian, 
with English supertitles.
 West Bay Opera, based in 
Palo Alto, proves over and over 
again that you don’t have to go 
to San Francisco to see superbly 
staged opera. To opera lovers 
— and those who are curious 
about this enchanting art form 
— Tosca calls.
 Go to AlmanacNews.com/arts 
to read the full review. A

‘Tosca’ captivates with outstanding cast

 REVIEW

Information: Tosca will be performed 
at 8 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 19, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 20, at Lucie Stern Theatre, 
1305 Middlefield Road in Palo Alto. Tick-
ets: $40-$75. Call 424-9999, or go to 
WBOpera.org.

Photo by Otak Jump

Stacey 
Stofferahn is 
Floria Tosca 
and David 
Gustafson 
is Mario 
Cavaradossi in 
West Bay Opera’s 
Tosca, being 
staged through 
the weekend.



Few California communities can look back on nearly 50 years 
of keeping developers at bay and maintaining something like 
a rural lifestyle in the midst of a metropolis. Portola Valley 

residents, and their elected officials, pride themselves on their “rural” 
ethic and maintaining a town that would still be recognizable to 
someone visiting from half a century ago.
 There are four candidates, two incumbents and two challengers, 
for three seats on the Town Council. This is an opportunity for the 
voters to reaffirm those 50 years of effort. It’s not as if a change of 
direction is needed. The well-to-do residents now 
and in the future will still come for the excellent 
schools and will be able to afford the large homes 
and meet the stipulations of the town’s assertive 
green building code. 
 After interviews with all four contenders, we found that the two 
incumbents, Maryann Derwin and current mayor John Richards, 
and newcomer Craig Hughes, would best reflect the town’s philoso-
phy and continue its environmental tradition. The fourth candi-
date, Bud Eisberg, said he favored a “less activist” government with 
a focus on safety, public works, fiscal responsibility and to “help our 
schools where we can.”
 Ms. Derwin has a regional sensibility and says that active 
regional participation, occasionally stepping outside Portola Val-
ley borders, is important when you need a favor — like substantive 
action to reduce airplane noise and improving the bicycle lanes 

at Alpine Road and Interstate 280. Mr. Richards and Mr. Hughes 
did not disagree. 
 On the issue of affordable housing, all candidates said they would 
support a small complex if a site was found, although most doubted 
that would happen in the town, given that proposals to build it are 
regularly beaten back. Earlier this year, the council was in talks to 
purchase the Al’s Nursery property for just such a complex. The 
neighbors objected, complaining about the council’s alleged lack of 
transparency on the project. The council acted within the law, but 

could have been somewhat more forthcoming. 
After a six-month community investigation into 
the issue of what to do about state mandates on 
this type of housing, the next time this comes up 
will surely be more engaging for all.

 Portola Valley, whose residents recently funded one of the most 
environmentally sustainable town centers in the nation, is a rural 
community that discourages fences, keeps out tall buildings, and 
requires commercial ventures to attract in-town traffic. It’s a going 
and healthy concern by any measurement. And all the candidates 
support the town’s active use of volunteers for many community 
jobs as well as a general plan designed to keep alive the commitment 
to rural living. 
 In our view, Maryann Derwin, John Richards and Craig Hughes 
are the best choices to keep all this going and we urge residents to 
vote for them on Nov. 5.

Portola Valley candidates of like mind

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES FROM PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY. EDITED BY TOM GIBBONEY

Portola Valley Archives

Our Regional Heritage
The Boos family of Searsville enjoy a picnic in the 1880s. Maria Chrysthania Valencia Boos, seated at left, was a granddaughter of Maximo 
Martinez and Damiana Padilla. The white-haired man standing at the right is Guadelupe Valencia, Chrysthania’s father. A local newspaper 
reported that, “Dancing, the chief amusement of the evening, was kept up till morning.”
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40th ANNIVERSARY SALE
Tremendous Savings Throughout the Store

Unique contemporary & Traditional Carpets and Rugs / 650.327.6608 / 707 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-4 theorientalcarpet.com

Stock #  Country/Design  Color  Size  Regular Price  Sale Price

6959  Pakistan Sultanabad  Beige/Red  8.3 x 10.2  $6005  $1500

4537  India Tabriz  Navy/Beige  8 x 10  $5765  $2650

6056  India Kohinoor  Beige/Red  7.11 x 9.11  $5665  $2950

6990  India Ottoman  Beige  7.11 x 10  $4755  $2275

4496  India Jaipur  Rust/Beige  7.11 x 9.11  $4095  $1950

4484  India Rajasthan  Beige  7.11 x 10  $5705  $2650

4479  India Rajasthan  Gold/Ivory  7.8 x 9.8  $2745  $1350

1132  India Tabriz  Blue/Ivory  7.11 x 10  $7525  $1990

977  India Rajasthan  Green  8.2 x 9.10  $7630  $2950

Stock #  Country/Design  Color  Size  Regular Price  Sale Price

6331  India Tabriz  Red/Ivory  6.1 x 8.11  $4475  $2125

6330  Iran Ardebil  Purple  6.6 x 8.10  $5685  $3515

1126  Pakistan Peshawar  Beige  6 x 9.4  $4200  $1950

6335  India Ziegler  Ivory/Yellow  6.2 x 9  $4695  $2525

4538  Iran Soumak  Brown  6 x 9.3  $2285  $1425

Stock #  Country/Design  Color  Size  Regular Price  Sale Price

1117  Pakistan Peshawar  Brown/Beige  6.5 x8  $3850  $1250

1293  Pakistan Peshwar  Green  6.7 x 12  $3865  $1525

830  Peshawar Sultanabad  Black/Ivory  6 x 7.8  $3500  $1250

822  Peshawar Zeigler  Multi  6 x 8.3  $3715  $1375

5909  Iran Tabriz  Blue  5.8 x 8.3  $3935  $2125

Stock #  Country/Design  Color  Size  Regular Price  Sale Price

7696  Afghan Balouch  Navy  3.5 x 6.7  $705  $350

7697  Afghan Baloch  Black  3.4 x 6.1  $705  $350

1316  Persian Soumak  Multi  3.11 x 5.10  $2425  $1250

2534  Peshawar Sultanabad  Beige  4 x 6.3  $1875  $750

4343  Peshawar Sultanabad  Beige  4 x 6.2  $1685  $750

Stock #  Country/Design  Color  Size  Regular Price  Sale Price

3453 India Rajasthan  Green/Gold  15.9 x 23.7  $67,500 $15,500

1618 India Oushak Green/Gold 14.11 x 19.10  $22,125 $8500

1195 India Agra Red/Navy 14.9 x 16.5  $15,005 $8500

Stock #  Country/Design  Color  Size  Regular Price  Sale Price

4148  Persian Kelim  Red  6.9 x 9.8  $2445  $1450

6337  India Saroul  Navy  6 x 9  $4865  $2725

6328  India Sultanabad  Ivory/Yellow  6.3 x 9  $5205  $2750

880  India Agra  Black/Gold  5.11 x 8.9  $3365  $1350

4477  India Rajasthan  Red/Ivory  6.1 x9  $2025  $990

Stock #  Country/Design  Color  Size  Regular Price  Sale Price

6136  Turkish Sultanabad  Beige/Gold  6 x9  $1385  $650

3969  India Jaipur  Ivory  6.3 x 9  $2815  $1425

5373  Pakistan Sultanabad  Rose/Blue  6.7 x 8.9  $5005  $1550

800  Pakistan Ghazani  Rust/Gold  6 x 8.8  $3380  $1295

6984  India Soumak  Ivory/Gold  6.3 x 8.11  $1455  $850

Stock #  Country/Design  Color  Size  Regular Price  Sale Price

7527  Turkish Kelim  Multi  3.5 x 5.9  $485  $250

7694  Afghan Baloch  Rust  3.10 x 5.10  $705  $350

7695  Afghan Baloch  Red/Navy  3.7 x 6.8  $705  $350

7124  Pakistan Floral  Multi  4.2 x 6.2  $3000  $1500

5060  Afghan Baloch  Red/Navy  4.2 x 6.2  $755  $450

Stock #  Country/Design  Color  Size  Regular Price  Sale Price

774  India Oushak Red/Beige 11.8 x 19.5 $12,430 $4500

884 India Agra Red/Ivory  12 x 17.11  $12,900 $4950

546  Pakistan Zeigler  Burgandy  11.9 x 17.9  $15,645  $7500

Stock #  Country/Design  Color  Size  Regular Price  Sale Price

1017  India Tabriz  Black/Gold  8 x 10.1  $6860  $1950

1248  India Agra  Ivory/Red  8.2 x 10.1  $6175  $1650

3764  India Kashan  Navy/Gold  7.11 x 9.7  $5795  $2750

2157  India Serapi  Light Gold  7.11 x 9 x 10  $3315  $1350

4116  Persian Baktiari  Multi  7.4 x 10  $4805  $2650

6991  India Soumak  Light Blue  8 x 9.10  $2045  $990

535  India Tabriz  Navy  7.8 x 9.10  $3810  $990

1266  Pakistan Peshawar  Grey  8.1 x 9.9  $5910  $2150

2089  India Tabriz  Navy  7.11 x 10  $7910  $3550

Wonderful Savings on grand larger carpets in the best traditional and contemporary styles.

Extreme discounts on great selections from ourvery best room-sized carpets and rugs.

Intriguing area rugs. Unique motifs and palettes. All specially priced for this sale.

Buy one of these great stylish Summer rugs today, and you’ll be stylish for summers to come.

Oversized
Runners with style have come into their own and complement your most exotic flooring.

Runners are 40% off of retail. Antique runners are 20% off.

This is a partial listing only. We have many, 
many more fine carpets available for this 
sale. Please come in soon for best selections. 
Individual rugs listed and are available until sold.

Prices good through October 31, 2013.
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southern charm and gr acious entertaining

Graceful wrought-iron gates part to 
reveal a drive, arched over with 
greenery, while wind stirs the trees 

that surround this timeless estate, located on 
just under two acres, on one of Atherton’s 
most desirable cul-de-sacs. Built in the early 
1930s, the 6-bedroom, 6-full, and 2-half-bath 
main residence was completely remodeled 
in the 1990s, yet retains all of the charm of a 
gracious Southern mansion. A self-contained 
guest house adds versatility. The grounds 
include sweeping lawns, a loggia, swimming 
pool, a separate spa, a reflecting pool, and a 
tennis court. Enjoying breathtaking views of 
the western hills, this elegant home offers all 
of the amenities of modern living.

Hugh Cornish
650.566.5353

hcornish@cbnorcal.com
BRE# 00912143

Charlene Cogan
650.868.0434
charlene.cogan@dreyfussir.com
BRE# 01380340

This information was supplied by Seller 
and/or other sources. Broker believes 
this information to be correct but has not 
verified this information and assumes 
no legal responsibility for its accuracy. 
Buyers should investigate these issues 
to their own satisfaction.

98 sutherland drive
atherton

 1.98 extremely private acres at the end of a 
cul-de-sac

 Six-bedroom, two-story main residence of 
approximately ,860 square feet

 Two-bedroom, three-bath guest house of 
approximately 1,800 square feet

 Seven-car attached garage

 Pool, spa, and tennis court set in 
magnificently landscaped formal gardens

 ustom playhouse

 Award-winning Las Lomitas School District


