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Fire chief
ready for new

challenges

Harold Schapelhouman returns
to work at Menlo fire district
SECTION 2




Sign up by February 15 to sell your home in the spring with
Ken DelLeon and his team and you will receive:

« FREE staging

- FREE furniture rental for 1 month
« FREE property inspection

- FREE pest inspection

- Better pricing from contractors

- Preference in ad placement

On top of the standard DelLeon features:**

Free legal & tax advice - Custom 8-page brochure dedicated to your home

Free interior design consultation featuring photos and amenities

Free handyman services - Unparalleled high-end video tour of your

Full-page ads in local newspapers home for others to view

Advertisements in Chinese newspapers & on - Personalized home-specific website

Chinese radio - Dedicated specialists focused specifically in the
Silicon Valley

** These standard Deleon features apply to houses listed below $2 million. 1))
Homes listed over $2 million will receive additional benefits. l
www.deleonrealty.com/specialoffer | 650.543.8500 | BRE# 01903224 H4eleon
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Photo by Barbara Wood
Lee Appelbaum, left, Woodside Elementary School’s educational technology coordinator, works with first-
graders as part of National Computer Science Education Week. From left, they are Amelia M., Mia P., Bryn D.,
Georgia S., Brecon B., Jillian M., Alejandro D. and teacher Kathy McAdams.

Kids write computer code

By Barbara Wood

Special to the Almanac

uring the recent Com-

puter Science Education

Week, educators across
the nation were encouraged to
spend an hour teaching students
how to write, or code, computer
programs (www.Code.org).

At Woodside Elementary
School, Lee Appelbaum, the
educational technology coor-
dinator, arranged to have every
student in the kindergarten-
to-eighth-grade school spend a
class period coding.

“The Hour of Code is just to
get everybody to put their toe
in the water,” said Mr. Appel-
baum.

Kids in kindergarten and first
and second grades worked with
cute little robots called Bee-
bots, punching in instructions
to get them from one square on
a plastic mat to another. Older
students used a programing
language called Scratch to write
short computer games.

On Thursday afternoon Kathy
McAdams’ first-grade students
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joined Mr. Appelbaum in the
school’s computer lab, the fourth
class of the day to try their Hour
of Code.

Students first instructed the
bee-shaped robots to move
from one numbered box on a
tabletop grid to another before
Mr. Appelbaum gave them a
more difficult challenge: Get
to a numbered box to their left
without making any left turns.
Working in groups the students
huddled together, punched in
their instructions and then
excitedly asked the others to
watch the results.

There was jumping and shout-
ing and laughing when it worked.
“If it doesn’t work out, then they
just try again and it’s no big
deal,” said Ms. McAdams.

While the task looked simple
and the students appeared to
be having a lot of fun, Mr.
Appelbaum said the students
were learning real programming
skills: sequencing the order of
instructions needed to reach a
goal.

“It gives them some practice
in actually thinking through the

steps in solving a problem,” he
said. “By the time they’re in first
grade, they’re pretty good.”

The Scratch language was
developed by the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology Media
Lab and, said Mr. Appelbaum,
is used even at the college level
to teach non-majors how to
program.

Older students use a slightly
more sophisticated version of
Scratch called BYOB (Build
Your Own Blocks).

On Friday, middle-schoolers
worked in their science or math
classes to write a simple video
game using BYOB. This reporter
was handed a laptop and invited
to join in, and is happy to report
that while it did take her two
class periods instead of just one,
she was able to put together
instructions to make a working
game in which animated char-
acters chased each other around
the screen.

The enthusiasm for program-
ming seems to be spreading
through Woodside Elementary,

See KIDS WRITE CODE, page 6

THE ALMANAC (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370)

and photos (with captions) to:
editor@AlmanacNews.com

letters@AlmanacNews.com

is published every Wednesday by Embarcadero Media,
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
6558. Periodicals Postage Paid at Menlo Park, CA and
at additional mailing offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of
general circulation for San Mateo County, The Almanac is
delivered free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola
Valley and Woodside. Subscriptions for $60 per year or

$100 per 2 years are welcome. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to the Almanac, 3525 Alameda de las
Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-6558. Copyright ©2012

by Embarcadero Media, All rights reserved. Reproduction
without permission is strictly prohibited.

NOW OPEN

ES T.Qflﬁ'l 2

CTG

——SALON—

cuil

 galar = siyls

Call Celeste today to book your appointment

(650) 561-3567

Mention this ad for a

10% discount

1183 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

Check us out on n CTG Salon
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(, ADVANCED TRUSTEE STRATEGIES
The 7 BIGGEST MISTAKES?®| "=uimzosiess,
TRUSTEES OFTEN MAKE | Vi)' o:ir

Congratulations! You've established your own Trust, the first step to securing your financial ¢ Federal Regulations for Trustees
future. Today, many people have created trusts as a means of ensuring the orderly transition ¢ Trustee Planning Techniques

of their estate. A trust can serve as a sophisticated management & investment planning ¢ Why Living Trusts May Fail
vehicle in a complex world. Most persons named as trustees do not have the required skills ¢ 2014 Tax Changes

and knowledge demanded by today’s courts. Only a few fully understand the obligations and ¢ New ‘Portability’ Tax Break
liabilities associated with serving as a trustee. The role of a trustee requires more than simply for Living Trusts

signing documents. This workshop will provide essential training for trustees & trustors of ¢ IRA’s Double Taxation
living trusts. \

J

CLASSES ARE MENLO PARK (PM) PALO ALTO (AM)

Stanford Park Hotel Sheraton

FILLI NG U P 100 El Camino Real 625 El Camino Real

Please contact us at Wednesdsay, January 22nd Thursday, January 23rd

WWww. atsﬁnancial.com 6:00pm = 8:45pm 10:00am - 12:4513111

Capital Gains Tax Preventing You From Selling Your Property?

The capital gains tax problem may get worse as the nation pays for: 2 wars, Multiple Stimulus Packages,
Troubled Asset Relief Programs, Bailouts... A slowing economy with record layoffs may mean a very
slow recovery for real estate prices and greater pressure on rents. Through the use of special trusts that
have existed for over 40 years, you may be able to sell appreciated homes, rental property, land, commer-
cial property and stock while potentially avoiding capital gains taxes and recapture taxes.

THROUGH THE USE OF VARIOUS TRUSTS, WE CAN SHOW YOU HOW TO POTENTIALLY:

¢ Sell appreciated rentals, homes, & commercial * Reduce or eliminate death tax
properties without paying capital gains tax el esne s
* Increase cash flow * Local real estate market outlook
PALO ALTO (AM) PALO ALTO (PM)
SHERATON SHERATON
625 El Camino Real 625 El Camino Real
Wednesday, January 22nd Thursday, January 23rd
10:00am - 12:00pm 6:00pm - 8:00pm

ATS Advanced Trustee Strategies has been educating the public with the “The Seven Biggest Mistakes Trustees Often Make” seminar
and “The Advanced Trustee Workshop” for over 18 years. We are committed to educating our clients on strategies to help them not
only build their wealth but help to protect it from taxes and preserve it for their heirs. There is no guarantee that the strategies discussed
during this presentation will yield positive results.

Ask About The Upcoming 2 Day Advanced Trustee Training Workshop!

Topics Include: How to Sell Appreciated Property Without Paying Capital Gains Tax Avoiding the Pitfalls of B Trust Funding
IRA Regulations and Avoiding Double Taxation Understanding the 2014 Tax Laws
Dispelling the Myths of Annuities Fiduciary Responsibilities of Trustees

ADVANCED WORKSHOP Stanford Park e 700 El Camino Real * Tuesday, Feb.18th and Wednesday, Feb. 19th « 9am-4pm

There will be a discussion of insurance products during the 2 day workshop.

Reservations are required and seating is limited.

Call Mindi at (888) 446-8275 or
’ (650) 243-2224 or rsvp@atsfinancial.com

Sandeep Varma is a registered representative with and securities & advisory services are offered through LPL Financial, a

=]
Sandeep Varma

--—
BBB Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC. Sandeep Varma - CA Insurance License #0790710. (12-2013).  rs wealth Strategist
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Giving another year of school to 4-year-olds

m State Democratic leaders introduce bill

in state Legislature.

By Barbara Wood

Special to the Almanac

bill that would require
Apublic school districts
in California to offer an
additional year of school for
4-year-olds was introduced in
the state Legislature on Jan. 7.
State Senator Jerry Hill, D-San
Mateo, said at a press confer-
ence that one of his reasons for
co-sponsoring the bill is that
the Las Lomitas and Menlo Park
City school districts don’t have
the transitional kindergarten
programs that almost every
other district in the state offers.
Las Lomitas has never had a
transitional kindergarten pro-
gram and Menlo Park has

announced it will end its pro-
gram after this school year.

“Two school districts in my
(senate) district — Las Lomitas
and Menlo Park City School
— have interpreted the (exist-
ing) law to be voluntary and
are not offering a transitional
kindergarten program, causing
children in San Mateo County
to miss out on a critical develop-
mental window,” he said. “The
fact that two school districts
are not offering the program
creates haves and have-nots —
children who can benefit from
the program and those who are
left out.”

“This isn’t right,” Senator Hill
said.

Darrell Steinberg, the state

Judge lets defamation lawsuit
proceed against John Woodell

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

judge declined to dismiss
Aa defamation lawsuit filed

by a fire board director
against John Woodell, husband
of Menlo Park Councilwoman
Kirsten Keith.

The ruling, issued on Jan. 8
in San Mateo County Superior
Court, found that the director,
Virginia Chang Kiraly, had met
the legal threshold for showing
evidence of defamation as well
as malice.

“We are very pleased the court
very thoroughly
analyzed all of the
arguments, and
rejected the asser-
tion that any-
thing goes when

An attorney for Mr.
Woodell said they
are considering all

uprooted sign in his yard, lying
next to a cellphone that turned
out to be Mr. Woodell’s.

Ms. Kiraly filed her own
defamation lawsuit against Mr.
Woodell late last year, and then
Mr. Woodell filed an anti-
SLAPP motion to dismiss it.
The court’s ruling concluded
that she showed sufficient evi-
dence to allow her lawsuit to
proceed.

In mid-December 2011, Mr.
Woodell made statements to a
third party that “can reason-
ably be understood to mean
that Kiraly had Woodell’s cell
phone during
the relevant time
period and was
entrenched in a
set up to frame
him for the sign

talking about a - includi incident,” Judge
politician,” said options, including Joseph Bergeron
Harmeet Dhillon, an appeal. wrote.

attorney for Ms. Ms. Kiraly’s

Kiraly.

A recap of what has brought
the parties to this point: Mr.
Woodell filed a defamation
complaint against fire board
director Virginia Chang Kiraly
and Menlo Park resident Chuck
Bernstein in 2012, alleging the
pair told the media, police and
others that he had vandalized
her campaign signs during the
2011 fire board election, after
Mr. Bernstein discovered an

lawsuit cited an email sent from
Mr. Woodell to former Menlo
Park council member Mickie
Winkler that said, “Virginia is
obviously entrenched, but I'd
like to find a way to get her to
consider another path. Chuck
knows that Virginia had my
phone, and now he obviously
knows that she told him what
he needed to hear... to get him-

See DEFAMATION LAWSUIT, page 8

Sen. Hill cites local
districts that don’t, or
won'’t, offer transitional
kindergarten. ‘This isn’t
right, he said.

Senate president pro tem, is
the main sponsor of the bill
and California Democrats have
listed the universal transitional
kindergarten program as one of
their priorities in the upcoming
budget negotiations. However,
Governor Jerry Brown’s budget
proposal released on Jan. 9 does
not include any funding for
transitional kindergarten.

The bill, which proponents are
calling TK For All, proposes tran-
sitional kindergarten be phased
in over five years, beginning with
the 2015-16 school year, at an

estimated cost of $990 million
a year once fully phased in. The
proponents claim that savings —
from reducing need for special
education services, having fewer
students repeating grades, and
having fewer Californians end-
ing up in prison — will exceed
the cost of the new program.

“I’'m proud to call this wise
spending in California,” Sen.
Steinberg said. “There are few
better uses of the taxpayer dol-
lars than investing in evidence-
based change providing young
people, 4-year-olds, the head
start they need.”

Tom Torklekson, the state
superintendent of public instruc-
tion, also spoke in favor of the
bill at the press conference. “It’s
a simple choice — invest in kids
now and reap the rewards of a
better-educated and more pro-
ductive workforce and a health-

ier state or pay the price later
with more high school dropouts
and more young people drop-
ping into trouble, gangs, drugs
and jail,” he said.

The proposed law has provi-
sions that differ from the cur-
rent transitional kindergarten
law, approved in 2010, which
now only applies to the 25 per-
cent of children affected when
the birth date for kindergarten
admission was pushed back
from Dec. 2 to Sept. 1.

It specifically makes provid-
ing the additional year of school
mandatory for all districts,
allows for districts to get facili-
ties funding for transitional
kindergarten classrooms, and
says that if the program is seen
as a state mandate, funding will
be provided to all districts.

Go to tinyurl.com/mignw2x
to see the text of the bill. @

g
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Redberry Ridge in Portola Valley.

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

t hasn’t rained much this
Iwinter, but 13 new native

oak trees and vegetation are
reported to be growing vigor-
ously on a Portola Valley slope
on an undeveloped property at
18 Redberry Ridge. The lack of
moisture and bad timing may
have been critical to the death
of three madrones that were
also planted in the spring of

This stump and the one in the background are what remained of two of 18 significant trees felled
without a permit within an open-space easement in late December 2012 or early January 2013 at 18

Town lifts sanctions over felled trees

B PORTOLA VALLEY

2013, according to staff report
for the Jan. 8 Town Council
meeting.

The news is probably wel-
come to property owner David
Douglass, who paid for the
new trees and efforts to get
them to thrive. His plans to
build a house on the 2.1-acre
property have been on hold
since the town learned of 18

File photo by Dave Boyce

significant trees there that had
been felled without a permit
— including in an open space
easement — in late December
2012 or early January 2013.
The new oaks, which have
the benefit of irrigation, are
one element of a remediation
program to reforest the slope,
part of an agreement negoti-
ated in April 2013 between

See FELLED TREES, page 8
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Meat &3 Produce * Fine Foods
Wine &3 Liquor * Delicatessen
Hardware & Grain
Open 6:30 am - 8:00 pm daily
Sales Dates: January 15-18, 2014

MARKET

R ORI @OIASNVASIGIEH NG WOOIDISIUDI
4420 Alpine Rd., Portola Valley 3015 Woodside Rd., Woodside
phone 650.851.1711 phone 650.851.1511

Fresh Produce

Sweet California

Navel Oranges....................... 99¢|b.

Crisp and Sweet

Large Gala Apples............. $1.29|b.

.............. $4 49Ib
......... *9.98.

m llly Whole Bean Coffee
i1 8 0z. Also Ground.........ccccceveeeeiicnnnnenn.

é Bel Gioioso Shredded Parmesan

Y o ¥ $1 99
. Dino Buddies Chicken Nuggets

. 26 [ 7 g g ........... $4l69
Kleenex White Facial Tissue

c 160 CoUNT e $1.69

Deli Department

Try our Chicken Pot Pies
and Shepherds Pies

57.49...

Made Fresh In Our Own Kitchens
Wine and Spirits
Pinot-palooza

Few wines have the adaptability of Pinot Noir. As we hurtle
towards the holidays, this is an excellent time to stock up on wines.

Here are a few fine examples offered at special prices.

2012 Bench Pinot Noir, Sonoma Coast ..., Reg. $19.99 Sale $16 99
2011 Evening Land Pinot Noir, Willametto Valley ............... Reg. $25.99 Sale $21.99
2011 Melville Pinot Noir, Estate - Sta Rita Hills .................... Reg. $31.99 Sale 526.99
2011 Hartford Court Pinot Noir, Russian River Valley ....... Reg. $34.99 Sale $29.99
2012 Failla Pinot Noir, Sonoma Coast.........oovoreereereeereeenenns Reg. $35.99 Sale $30.99

Sale prices are net and do not qualify for further discount.

{ www.robertsmarket.com }
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Bill would outlaw sale of
license-plate camera data

State Sen. Jerry Hill, D-San
Mateo, has introduced a bill that
would prevent law enforcement
agencies from selling data gath-
ered by license-plate-reading
cameras to private parties, such
as parking and car-repossession
companies.

The city of Menlo Park has
bought license-plate readers but
does not plan to use them until a
privacy policy is approved, and one
of the clauses of the policy is sup-
posed to address the sale of data.

Senate Bill 893 would protect
the driving public’s privacy
where there is now no protec-
tion, but still allow law enforce-
ment the use of a technology on
the roof of a police car that can
capture as many as 2,000 plates
a minute, according to a state-
ment from Mr. Hill’s office.

Citing a report from the
Sacramento County Sheriff’s
Department, the statement says
that over 30 days, the cameras
led to the location of 495 stolen
vehicles, five carjacked vehicles
and 19 vehicles involved in felo-
nies — and 45 arrests.

Violations would entitle vic-
tims the right to sue and recover
damages, including costs and
attorneys fees.

The bill would also require
agencies to get a court order to
gain access to license plate data
more than five years old.

“Law enforcement will still
be able to continue to use (the)
technology to catch criminals,
but Californians will have peace
of mind that their personal
information is safeguarded,”
Mr. Hill said.

The Menlo Park Planning
Commission held a public
hearing Monday night, Jan. 13,
on whether to allow Off the
Grid to bring a changing roster
of eight to 12 food trucks to the

Food truck updates online

Menlo Park train station park-
ing lot on Wednesday nights.
The hearing was held after the
Almanac went to press.

Check AlmanacNews.com
for updates on this story.

Photo by Barbara Wood
Woodside Elementary School first graders Bryn D. and Brecon B.
strategize solutions to getting their bee-shaped robot from one place to
another as they spend a class period leaning about computer programming.

Kids write code

continued from page 3

with students coming in to the
computer lab before and after
school and during recess and
lunch periods.

Mr. Appelbaum is teaching
interested students the Python
programming language so that
by the time they reach high
school they are ready to pro-
gram in Java.

Mr. Appelbaum said he believes
that because computer programs
are part of so many aspects of

modern life that everyone needs
to at least understand them, even
if they do not become computer
programmers.

“Some day it’s going to be
reading, writing, arithmetic and
coding,” he said of the tradi-
tional school basics.

Links

W http://scratch.mit.edu
M http://byob.berkeley.edu
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Sequoia high school district plans
new school in ‘Menlo Park area’

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

nrollment projections for
EMenlo—Atherton High
School show a 31 per-
cent increase by the 2020-21
school year. That number is at
least 7 percentage points higher
than projections for the Sequoia
Union High School District as a
whole, so it makes sense that the
district plans to build a new high
school in “the Menlo Park area.”
For months, district officials
have been proposing two new
small high schools of 300 to 400
students each to address a gradu-
alincrease of enrollment over the
next seven years. A note on a dis-
cussion item for the school board
meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 15,
is the first mention that one of
the schools “will be located in
the Menlo Park area.” The other
school “will be situated between
Redwood City and San Carlos.”
The board meets at 5:30 p.m.
at the district office at 480 James

Ave. in Redwood City.

Enrollment projections in the
district, and the possible conse-
quence of evenly distributing the
load by reassigning neighbor-
hoods to different schools, was of
intense interest at a series of com-
munity meetings in 2013. Families
from the Las Lomitas Elementary
School District argued passionate-
ly to keep graduates of La Entrada
Middle School as an intact cohort
by assigning them all to M-A.
Much of the enrollment growth
is coming from the Las Lomitas
and Menlo Park districts.

Just as passionate to attend M-A
were families from East Palo Alto
whose students have, for decades,
had to ride buses to Woodside
and Carlmont high school in
compliance with a court-ordered
desegregation plan that expired
in the 1980s but carried on
nevertheless. M-A will thus feel
the brunt of the district’s higher
enrollment.

At the Jan. 15 meeting, the
board will discuss a draft map of

neighborhood and school bound-
aries. Among the highlights:

m All East Palo Alto students
will be assigned to M-A. Open
enrollment options will continue,
including the option to ride a bus
to Carlmont or Woodside high.

m All Las Lomitas households
will be assigned to M-A, reas-
signing the 10 to 15 households
assigned to Woodside High but
with a guaranteed option to
attend M-A.

® Households from the Ave-
nues neighborhood in the south-
ern part of North Fair Oaks
will continue at M-A, while
households to the north will be
re-assigned to Sequoia High.

Also on the agenda, and
related to the new Common
Core standards: The board is
expected to choose a traditional
math pathway rather than that
used internationally. Math
teachers at two of the four com-
prehensive high schools prefer
the international curriculum,
according to district staff. &

Suspect may be tied to Atherton burglaries

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

burglary suspect arrested
A]an. 7 in Redwood City
may be tied to a series of
Atherton burglaries in the Selby
Lane area, according to police.
In a bulletin issued on Jan. 8,
the Atherton Police Department
said the unnamed suspect had
been arrested in the Oakwood
Boulevard neighborhood, which
straddles Atherton and Redwood
City, after a resident contacted
the Redwood City police about a
suspicious person in the area.
The night before the arrest, a
four-agency effort ensued after
an Atherton resident of Oak-
wood Boulevard called police
to report hearing noises in the
garage, according to the police
bulletin. Atherton officers
found a broken window leading

into the garage, and discovered
that property had been stolen
from cars inside the garage. The
department later said the bur-
glar had used a shovel to break
the window.

That same night, an Atherton
officer came upon a suspicious
person a few houses away in
Redwood City, but the person
fled, leaving a backpack con-
taining an item stolen from a
car in the Atherton resident’s
garage, the police bulletin said.

Atherton, Menlo Park, and
Redwood City police, along with
a canine unit from Palo Alto,
searched the neighborhood for
the suspect in a two-hour door-
to-door effort, to no avail.

The bulletin stated that the
suspect arrested in Redwood
City on Jan. 7 “may be tied to
Atherton’s string of burglar-
ies in the Selby Lane area,” but

nonetheless urged residents to
remain vigilant, particularly in
the Selby Lane area. “Continue
to lock doors, use exterior light-
ing, and please call the police
when there are suspicious people
or unusual noises,” it said.

The Redwood City Police
Department didn’t respond to
the Almanac’s multiple requests
for the name of the arrested
person before press time.

The Atherton Police Depart-
ment issued a bulletin in mid-
November after a thief or thieves
prowling the Selby Lane area
overnight entered unlocked
vehicles parked in driveways,
and in one incident, entered a
home through an unlocked
door and stole an electronic
device. The incidents had been
preceded by other residential
and vehicle break-ins in the
same area. ¥
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Day of service

Faculty and staff of Sacred
Heart Schools in Atherton
gave more than 750 hours

of their time to 12 local
nonprofit organizations,
including Haven Family House
in Menlo Park, during their
annual day of service on Jan.
6. More than 250 faculty and
staff members participated,
preparing food for the
homeless, removing invasive
plants, visiting with the elderly,
and reading and singing with
children, among other tasks,

the school said.

Photo by Anna Moorman

REAL ESTATE Q&A

Dear Monica: The fence around
my property needs to be replaced
and I would like to share the expens-
es with my neighbor. Is my neighbor
obliged to do this? Or can he refuse
to pay his share? Bill D.

Dear Bill: There is a new law in
California that clarifies the rules
regarding this. It states that “Adjoining
landowners must share equally
the responsibility for maintaining
boundaries between them....they are
presumed to share an equal benefit
from any fence dividing their proper-
ties, and unless otherwise agreed in
writing, are presumed to be equally
responsible for the reasonable costs of
construction, maintenance, or neces-
sary replacement of the fence” The law

For answers to any questions you

by Monica Corman

New Law Regarding Fences

e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
Lalso offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

includes the steps that must be taken
to notify the neighbor and how to
assess whether the costs are reason-
able. It also includes steps the neighbor
can take to overcome the presumption
of equal responsibility.

The best way to maintain good rela-
tions with your neighbor is to present
the proposed fence project and agree
on what is reasonable. If you want a
much more expensive fence for spe-
cific reasons, your neighbor may not
be responsible to share the cost of this
upgrade.

In the past the sharing of fence
expenses was assumed but not always
enforced. The new law leaves no
doubt that unless there are exceptions,
neighbors should share these costs.

may have on real estate, you may

Ja

Call today to take advantage of
the year’s best deals, plus receive
up to $200 with our exclusive

nuary 6 -31,2014

Vacation Loyalty Award.

Crystal Cruises | Cunard Line

Regent Seven Seas C

www.froschvacations.com/gvs

BOOK NOW AND SAVE on featured vacations with:

Azamara Club Cruises | Brendan Vacations
Celebrity Cruises | Classic Vacations | Club Med

Journese | Insight Vacations | Oceania Cruises
Paul Gauguin Cruises | Pleasant Holidays | Princess

Seabourn | Tauck | Uniworld | Viking River Cruises

*Valid for new cruise and land package bookings with featured suppliers deposited from
1/6/14 t0 1/31/14 only. Air-only and hotel-only bookings are not eligible. CST#2079194-50

Menlo Park
825 Santa Cruz Ave.
(650) 328-2030

| Disney | Holland America Line

ruises | Royal Caribbean
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Judge lets defamation lawsuit continue

continued from page 5

self entrenched. ...”

Ms. Kiraly stated in her court
filings that she has never had
Mr. Woodell’s cellphone.

In this type of hearing, the
court does not evaluate the
strength of any evidence, but
rather accepts as true all evi-
dence favorable to the plain-
tiff to determine whether the
plaintiff shows a probability of
prevailing.

Attorney Seth Rosenberg of
Minami Tamaki LLP, who rep-
resents Mr. Woodell, said they
are considering all options,
including an appeal.

According to the attorney, Ms.
Kiraly’s defamation claim relies
upon a single piece of evidence
despite hours of depositions and
the collection of hundreds of
documents.

“Trust me, if Ms. Kiraly had
any additional evidence at all in
support of her claim, she would
have submitted it in opposition
to our motion. If not, that was
a remarkable gamble to take
to rely on that one e-mail in
opposing our motion. That
one email is all they have and
I have seen or heard nothing
to indicate any different,” Mr.

Kitchens and Bathrooms

1954 0ld Middlefield Road, Mountain View, CA 94043

harrell-remodeling.com
License B479799
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Rosenberg told the Almanac by
email.

Ms. Dhillon said that a single
false statement is all she needs.
“There’s no weight or volume
requirement by law.”

She pointed out evidence col-
lection is far from over, as each
anti-SLAPP motion suspends
discovery until the court rules;
Mr. Woodell has not yet fin-
ished giving his deposition, and
her firm has not yet been able
to seek discovery from other
people as a result.

From her perspective, the
case is about “Mr. Woodell’s
hurt feelings over other people’s
conclusions about his phone
being found (next to the sign).
... People say mean, mean things
about me as a lawyer and politi-
cian all the time. That’s just life.
You move on from that.”

According to the opposing
counsel, the real story is Mr.
Woodell’s evidence that from
the beginning, Ms. Kiraly and
Mr. Bernstein “wanted to create
a scandal at the expense of an
innocent person for their own
purposes.”

Mr. Rosenberg highlighted an
email dated Oct. 17, 2011, where
Mr. Bernstein informed Ms.
Kiraly that he had found what

appeared to be Mr. Woodell’s
cellphone. He asked whether
she would like a scandal that
would make the front page, or
whether she would rather forget
the whole thing.

Ms. Kiraly replied by email
that she thought he should go to
the police, said she didn’t want
to forget the matter because she
had “a feeling (Mr. Woodell’s)
involved w/ other shenanigans
too re: my campaign” and won-
dered whether to call the Post.

After Mr. Woodell filed his
defamation complaint, Ms.
Kiraly in turn filed an anti-
SLAPP motion, but lost, leaving
his lawsuit free to proceed as
well.

Mr. Bernstein, elected to the
fire board in November 2013,
represented himself in a defa-
mation countersuit against Mr.
Woodell; his complaint was
dismissed when a judge granted
Mr. Woodell’s anti-SLAPP.

“This is one for the record
books,” said Ms. Dhillon, who
has been an attorney for more
than 20 years. “I've never seen a
case before with three different
anti-SLAPP motions.”

The court has scheduled a set-
tlement conference for March 20,
and set a trial date of April 7. &

 Learn about the permit and planning process before
you get started.

* (ain some color courage! Learn how your paint/stain,
flooring, cabinet, fixtures, and countertop finishes
can transform even the smallest spaces, inspire and
energize, soothe and calm or simply transform the
ordinary into extraordinary.

New high-tech thriller
has local connection

Names are changed, but many
of the settings in Ursula Ring-
ham’s new book, “Privileged
Corruption,” are based on real life
locations in the Menlo Park and
Palo Alto area, says the author.

Ms. Ringham, a resident of
the Willow Glen area of San
Jose, is the daughter of former
Menlo Park mayor and council
member Chuck Kinney and his
wife, Marilyn. Raised in Menlo
Park and Palo Alto, she attended
Castilleja, and graduated from
UC Davis.

“Privileged Corruption” is
about the inner workings of a

software start-
up on the eve
of its IPO, says
Ms. Ringham,
an alumnus of
both Adobe and
Apple. The sto-
ry is set in the
fictitious town
of Oakview,
said to be modeled after Menlo
Park and Palo Alto.

“Privileged  Corruption”
marks Ms. Ringham’s literary
debut and is a self-published
book available on Amazon.com
and iBooks ($14.99).

d

Ursula Ringham

FELLED TREES

continued from page 5

Mr. Douglass and the coun-
cil. The agreement included a
$75,000 fine for the downed
trees and $150,345 to cover costs
of replanting and maintaining
the plantings over the succeed-
ing five years, officials said at
the time.

The weather has not been help-
ful, Town Planner Tom Vlasic
said, adding that staff would be
monitoring the program as it

proceeds. There are “several more
very hard checkpoints ahead” for
Mr. Douglass, he said.

Mr. Vlasic summarized for the
council the successes so far and
the work still to be done on the
remediation effort. The council
voted 5-0 to open the door to
Mr. Douglass to present his
building plans to the Architec-
tural and Site Control Commis-
sion. “I'm willing to release the
hammer-hold on their head(s),”
Councilwoman Maryann Moise
Derwin said before the vote. B

Most classes are held at the award-winning Harrell Remodeling Design Center and are all taught by industry
experts. Our class topics are designed to share our experience and knowledge of the remodeling process. We will
provide you with the educational tools you need to get started on your successful remodel or custom home project.

Harrell Remodeling,Inc.

Design+Build

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

Registration & light breakfast at 9:15am.

Call us or go online to register today!

We never forget it's your home®

¢ Getanswers you need about design, space planning
and learn a few secrets to create a home that fits
your lifestyle, today and everyday.

* (et excited about your home remodel as our
designers take you through a journey of ideas,
photos, materials and product options available to
transform your home today!

9:30-11:30am

650.230.2900
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Atherton council may be near deal
on Little League park facilities

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

enlo-Atherton Little
League and the town
of Atherton may be

close to an agreement that will
allow the sports league to build
new facilities and improve the
playing field in Holbrook-
Palmer Park.

The City Council on Wednes-
day, Jan. 15, will review and pos-
sibly approve a set of require-
ments, conditions and con-
straints for the project, which
was overwhelming approved
by voters in 2012. The approval
of Measure M cleared the way
for M-A Little League to build
permanent covered seating for
200 spectators (a structure that
will include covered dugouts),
build restrooms facilities, and
resurface the existing field
that has hosted ballgames for a

number of years.

The project also will include
installation of an electronic
scoreboard, foul poles and fenc-
ing. M-A Little League will pay
for the project, and contribute
additional funds for park beau-
tification and to improve the
park’s tennis courts.

Although the ballot measure
garnered the support of 75 per-
cent of voters, hammering out
the the project’s scope and details
has involved rigorous back-and-
forth among planning commis-
sioners, council members, staff
and Little League officials.

At the council’s Sept. 4 meet-
ing, the council asked the sports
organization to reconsider the
proposed size of the seating
structure, and to consider the
possibility of making the score-
board and foul poles remov-
able rather than permanent,
among other suggested tweaks

to the project. Town staff has
since been meeting with Little
League officials to work out a
final plan.

At the Jan. 15 meeting, the
council will review a staff report
that indicates the Little League
doesn’t support reducing the seat-
ing structure’s size, and that it was
unable to find a removable score-
board that met its requirements.
But the league agreed to modify
its original plan for foul poles.

Also on the agenda, the coun-
cil will discuss a recommen-
dation to increase Recology
green waste rates, and possibly
approve a contract for event ser-
vices in Holbrook-Palmer Park.

The meeting begins at 7 p.m.
in the Town Council Chambers
at 94 Ashfield Road, in the Town
Center.

Go to tinyurl.com/Atherton-
Councill5 to view the agenda
and staff reports. B

Music by African-American
composers will be featured by
local musicians in a concert
at 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 26, in
the Performing Arts Center of
Eastside College Preparatory
School in East Palo Alto.

Proceeds from the fifth
annual concert will benefit
the tuition-free school’s music
programs.

The concert will feature
music drawing from Afri-
can-American traditions —
spirituals, jazz, blues — and
other American, European
and world sources. It includes

Composers Joshua McGhee, Valerie Capers and John Robinson with pianist Jodi Gandolfi of Menlo Park
onstage at the music center of Eastside College Preparatory School in East Palo Alto.

Concert benefits school’s music program

works by Duke Ellington,
Valerie Capers, William Grant
Still, Margaret Bonds, Joshua
McGhee, John Robinson and
others.

There will be a musical trib-
ute to the memory of Trayvon
Martin and a new piece by
Ms. Capers, based on the life
of Ruby Bridges, who in 1960,
atage 6, integrated the schools
of New Orleans.

Performers include sopra-
no Yolanda Rhodes, pianist/
vocalists LaDoris Cordell
and Deanne Tucker, violinist
Susan Brown, cellist Victoria

Ehrlich, pianist Jodi Gandolfi,
clarinetist Carol Somersille,
bassist John Robinson, trum-
peter Fred Berry, trombonist
John Monroe, and percussion-
ist Jim Kassis. The Eastside
choir, with David Chaidez as
director, will also perform.

Eastside College Preparatory
is located at 1041 Myrtle St. in
East Palo Alto.

Tickets at $20 general, $5
for students and seniors, may
be ordered online at Brown
Paper Tickets or purchased at
the door. For information, call
688-0850.

STICKING TO THE SCRIPT

If you are curious what your eyeglass prescrip-
tion means, begin with the headings “05” and
“0D." These are Latin abbreviations for left eye
(0S, oculus sinister) and right eye (0D, oculus
dexter). The numbers listed under each refer
to how much vision correction is needed. The
further the number is from zero, the more vision
correction you need. A plus (+) sign in front
of the number indicates farsightedness, while
a minus (-) sign indicates nearsightedness. As

for the numbers themselves, they represent
“diopters” (D), which are the units used to mea-
sure the correction (or focusing power) required
by the lens. If you have astigmatism, there will
be three numbers describing the type, degree,
and orientation of the irregular curvature.

Whether you need prescription eyewear or
non-prescription sunglasses, there is a wide
selection to choose from at MENLO OPTICAL. We
can show you a wide range of styles and frames
and make recommendations based on your facial
appearance and lifestyle. For more information,
please call 322-3900. We are located at 1166
University Drive, on the corner of Oak Grove
Avenue and University Drive.

PS. Astigmatism is a type of refractive error
(along with nearsightedness and farsightedness)
that is caused by an eye that is not completely
round.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California.
He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166
University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.

Fox Theatre Presents

CIRQUE ZIVA

performed by
DRAGON ACRC

“The Golden Dragons
present a well-placed
sampler of a highly
stylized art form. There
is a precision and beauty
about everything these

performers do.”
- Washington Post

January 19
2pm & 6pm

Fox Theatre « Redwood City

650-369-7770

www.FoxRwec.com

stEETTTIe
9 ‘WORLD MARKET.

SR

Greatly appreciated...

Because of all your
knowledgeable and honest
advice, your meticulous and
thorough attention to detail, my
home sold quickly and for more
than I ever dreamed possible.

Growing up here and being
respected in our community, only
adds to your genuine apprecia-
tion and understanding of this
unique housing market.

30+ years of
local knowledge.
Born in

@ Menlo Park.
Raised in
Atherton.

A Woodside
resident.

BRE# 01498634

650-743-7702
sgray@cbnorcal.com
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Hasko named to Planning Commission

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

udith Hasko, a Portola Valley

resident and attorney work-

ing in the life sciences indus-
Ty, was named to the Portola
Valley Planning Commission to
complete the two years remain-
ing in the four-year term of
longtime commissioner Arthur
“Chip” Mclntosh, who stepped
down in December.

The Town Council interviews
candidates for the five-member
commission in public session
and then usually votes on the
appointment. There were two
candidates on Wednesday, Jan.
8: Ms. Hasko and Los Tran-
cos Woods resident and for-
mer serial entrepreneur Mike
Mokelke. The vote for Ms.
Hasko was unanimous.

In remarks before voting,
council members noted that

H PORTOLA VALLEY

both candidates
were qualified
for the position,
but the fact that
Mr. Mokel-
ke lives in an
unincorporat-
ed community
weighed against
him, given the
centrality of Planning Commis-
sion decisions in town affairs.
One such decision was the
commission’s highly contro-
versial 3-2 vote in March 2013
approving the use of artificial
grass to resurface a soccer field
at the Woodside Priory School.
In an unusual twist, the coun-
cil reviewed that decision two
months later, without anyone
having appealed it, and then
reversed it on a 3-2 vote. The

Judith Hasko

WOMEN & CANCER QUARTERLY TALK SERIES

Robotic Surgery
for Gynecologic Cancer

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30
6:30pm - 8:00pm
Arrillaga Alumni Center
326 Galvez Street
Stanford, CA 94305

Speaker:
I‘{
¥

Associate Clinical
Professor, Associate
Director Division of
Gynecologic Oncology,

Stanford Hospital & Clinics

Amer Karam, MD

This event is free and open to the public.
To register call 650.498.7826 or register online
at healthlibrary.stanford.edu/lectures

The Stanford Women’s Cancer Center
and the Stanford Health Library announce
a new quarterly series featuring talks on

women’s cancers.

This talk will focus on the very current

ovarian, endometrial and cervical cancers
and its advantages and outcomes.

robotic surgical techniques used for treating

@Y STANFORD
' CANCER CENTER
A NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE-DESIGNATED CANCER CENTER

commission’s action came up
during Ms. Hasko’s interview.

The Planning Commission
handling of the matter was “bal-
anced and allowed everybody
to be heard,” Ms. Hasko said in
response to a question by Coun-
cilman John Richards about
commission decisions that might
have been handled differently. “I
think it was the right process. I
think that it should have been a
hard decision and it was.”

In a lighter moment, Mr.
Richards noted that Ms. Hasko’s
appointment would bring to
three the number of attorneys
on the commission, joining
Nate McKitterick and Nicholas
Targ. Ms. Hasko said she would
not draw on her inner library of
jokes and that her legal training
would be useful and evident in
her ways of thinking.

Ms. Hasko and her husband
Phil Reilly have lived in the Bay
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In its ongoing celebration of
being the oldest continually
operating passenger railroad
in the West, with 150 years
of service, Caltrain will run a
special train down the Penin-
sula on Saturday, Jan. 18.

The train, free to the public,
will stop briefly at each of
Caltrain’s historic stations to
leave a commemorative plaque
recognizing the station’s status

Caltrain celebrates its history

on the National Register of
Historic Landmarks. The stop
at the Menlo Park station, at
1120 Merrill St., will be from
10:28 to 10:33 a.m.

The event, which includes
a festival of food, music and
exhibits at the Santa Clara
station, observes the January
1864 completion of the line
from San Francisco to San
Jose.

Area since 1994 and in Portola
Valley since 2007, she wrote in
her letter of application. Until
her appointment, she chaired
the Trails and Paths Committee
and served on the Portola Road
Corridor Plan Task Force and
the Ad Hoc Affordable Housing
Committee, all panels involved
in key town issues.

She has a bachelor of arts
degree in bio-psychology and a

master’s degree in the philosophy
of neurobiology, and worked as a
scientist at Genentech Corp, she
wrote. The couple chose to live in
Portola Valley “because we per-
ceived that the town was built on
values reflecting our own, and
because it was a beautiful and
peaceful place to live,” she said in
her letter. Her recreational inter-
ests include running, hiking and
riding horses. &
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Portola Valley begins a nine-month anniversary party

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

hat if Portola Valley
threw a nine-month
party and everybody

came? The next nine months
will tell. A rolling party of that
duration gets going in Janu-
ary to celebrate the town’s 50th
anniversary with various events
and activities and culminates on
Sept. 21 with a giant get-together
at Town Center.

A 50th anniversary is usu-
ally a reason to celebrate. The
question of how to do that for a
town of 4,600 caught the inter-
est of residents Danna Breen
and Cindie White. They’ve been
brainstorming for months, they
said in an interview.

One reason to celebrate, they
said, is to heal wounds. The
past 18 months in Portola Val-
ley have been notable for frayed
tempers. The Town Council in
mid-2012, moving to comply
with a state mandate to plan for
affordable housing, announced
its intention to buy a former
plant nursery at 900 Portola
Road. Residents, particularly
neighbors of the site, erupted in
anger with claims that they had
been insufficiently included in

Flag-raising

The town of Portola Val-
ley will start its 50th anni-
versary celebration with a
flag-raising ceremony from
4 to 5 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
16, at the Old School-
house at Town Center. The
white anniversary flag was
designed by Town Manager
Nick Pegueros.

Go to portolavalley50.
blogspot.com to see a new
blog about the anniversary.

Go to pv.beaucamera.com
to see a website on “Portola
Valley, Past and Present.”

the process. The council’s plan
came to naught, but amid bitter
recrimination.

In the spring of 2013, the
community again found itself
divided, this time on the ques-
tion of resurfacing a soccer
field with artificial grass at the
private Woodside Priory School.
The town is not shy about its
longstanding advocacy of going
green, though artificial grass,
with no need to irrigate, has
some green bona fides.

In a contentious 3-2 vote in
March, the Planning Commis-

sion allowed the fake grass, to the
joy of the Priory community and
the distress of green advocates.
Emotions flipped two months
later when the council overturned
the decision, also on a 3-2 vote.

“We were acutely aware of how
much tension there is in town
and that people were not getting
along,” Ms. Breen said.

What to do? Maybe an enjoy-
able and free-form review and
celebration of the town’s history,
values and goals would be help-
ful to reorient and reinvigorate
the community, they concluded.
Pose implicit questions such as
why Portola Valley looks the
way it does, and what the legacy
of incorporation has become.
Get the schools involved, have
fun in coming up with ways to
celebrate, and then spend the
year celebrating.

“It’s been so fabulous,” Ms. Breen
said about the process so far.

An agreeable Town Council on
Jan. 8 appointed an 11-member
Ad-Hoc Town’s 50th Anniver-
sary Committee, with Ms. Breen
and Ms. White as co-chairs.

Among the ideas that may have
legs: summer concerts organized
around a 1964 theme; scavenger
hunts; a multi-generational game
involving consultations with
town elders; a spring cleaning
and planting day; a star party; a
commemorative song and poem;
a bonfire; an equestrian event; a
race that involves progressively
different modes of transport.

“Everybody is kind of out there
and has an idea and we’re saying,
‘Go with it.”” Ms. Breen said.
“Come along. Come along and
have fun and understand what
living in the Valley is about.”

If there’s support for a skate-
board race down Alpine Road,
there will be a good faith effort
to arrange one, she said.

“There are no rules,” Ms.
White said.

“And the circle (of partici-
pants) gets larger,” Ms. Breen
added.

There are presences online as
well.

As for the celebration in Sep-
tember: “We didn’t want it to be
a gala and we don’t want money
to change hands,” Ms. Breen said.
There’s been talk of a potluck, of a
picnic, of a roasting pig and beans
cooking over an open fire. There
will be a barn dance. A caller for
square dancing has already been
arranged, Ms. White said.

Most important to the council
is an actual calendar of events
with dates, the members said. &

Freedom Train commemorates civil rights march

For nearly 30 years, the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Asso-
ciation of Santa Clara Valley has
commemorated the distance
civil rights activists walked from
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama,
during Dr. King’s historic march
by chartering a special Caltrain

run, and the association will
uphold its annual tradition this
year.

On Monday, Jan. 20, the “Free-
dom Train” leaves the San Jose
Diridon station at 10 a.m. and
arrives in San Francisco an hour
later. Event tickets will be accept-

ed on southbound trains depart-
ing San Francisco after 1 p.m. that
day.

Tickets for the “Freedom
Train” must be purchased from
the association, available at to
scvmlk.org, presmlkscv@yahoo.
com or 408-861-5323.

Our expert founders wrote the
book, Handbook for Live-In Care,
available on Amazon.com!

Home (are

ASSISTANCE
1-866-4-Liveln

High Quality, Affordable Live-In Care

Having trouble finding compassionate around-the-clock home care
that fits your family’s needs and budget? Call Home Care Assistance!
We have been live-in specialists for Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola
Valley and Woodside for 12 years! That's because we offer:

Consistent Dependable Care. We typically assign a primary

caregiver 4 days a week and a secondary caregiver who covers
the remaining days. (Some agencies alternate up to 4 different
caregivers in one day!)

Total Peace of Mind. Rest easy knowing your loved one's needs
are attended to at all times. Live-in care ensures optimal safety
and is personalized to each client’s individual needs.

Professional Oversight. Live-in caregivers are managed by a team
of client care managers to make sure our clients’ experiences are
always positive. You don't just hire a caregiver, you hire our full
team of seasoned care professionals.

Reasonable Rates. Home Care Assistance hires and trains only
the most qualified caregivers, but our live-in rates are the most
competitive in the industry. Call to learn more!

New! Ask about Kosher Kare caregiver training for those that
maintain a Kosher Lifestyle!

Call us today to schedule your free assessment!

650-462-6900
148 Hawthorne Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301
HomeCareAssistance.com
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Mauster Sinfoniav
Chamber Orchestiov

withv
Amos Yong

Chabrier

Shostakovich Cello Concerto No. 1
featuring Amos Yang, cello

Fétes Polonaise

Tickets:
Schubert Symphony No. 9 in C major,

Gen Admission “The Great”

Seniors (60+) 7/ Saturday, January 25 at 8:00 pm

Valley Presbyterian Church
945 Portola Road, Portola Valley
Free reception after the concert

18 -25 years $15

Youth Free

Sunday, January 26 at 2:30 pm
Los Altos United Methodist Church

655 Magdalena (at Foothill), Los Altos
Free reception at intermission

This ad sponsored by
Ginny and Joe Kavanaugh
Coldwell Banker,
Portola Valley.

Visit them at
www.thekavanaughs.com

STANFORD

CONTINUING STUDIES

:u_: an

Topics Include:

YouTube Sensation

and more...

Stanfod Saturday University:
A 25th Anniversary Celebration

Join us for a day of stimulating mini-classes as we celebrate the 25th anniversary of
Stanford Continuing Studies with some of our most distinguished faculty.

Darwin and Why Evolution Matters
Reflections on the Civil Rights Movement
Heroes in Greek Tragedy

Adventures in Archaeology and Art

How Physicist Leonard Susskind Became a

Saturday, January 25: 8:45 am - 4:30 pm
(Lunch included, registration & tuition required)

N EWS

Death of 150 ducks behind plans
to drain Redwood City pond

The recent death of about 150
wild ducks from an apparent
outbreak of avian cholera is
behind plans to drain a bird-
watching pond at 1400 Radio
Road in Redwood City, accord-
ing to the South Bayside System
Authority, a waste-water treat-
ment agency.

“Please note that this does not
pose a threat to humans, but can
cause death to waterfowl, gulls
and other species,” said Melisa
Amato, a wildlife specialist for
the Don Edwards San Francisco
Bay National Wildlife Refuge.

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife
service confirmed a recent out-
break of avian cholera in Hay-
ward and suspects the disease
has spread west to Redwood
City. The deaths at the Radio
Road pond occurred between

Learn more and register: continuingstudies.stanford.edu
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Jan. 3 and 9.

Ms. Amato is asking the pub-
lic to report die-offs of more
than 10 birds to Cheryl Strong
or Rachel Tertes of the Fish &
Wildlife service. Reports by the
public are particularly impor-
tant “if these birds appear to be
fresh and have no obvious signs
of death,” Ms. Amato said.

Send email to cheryl_strong@
fws.gov or rachel_tertes@fws.
gov.

Recycled fresh water from the
nearby treatment facility feeds
and freshens the water in the
Radio Road pond, according to
the waste-water authority.

The pond “is a perpetual
favorite among local birders for
its fabulous numbers of water-
fowl and shorebirds, and the
constant hope, often fulfilled, of
rarities,” according the Sequoia
Audubon Society website. “It
is not uncommon to see over
10,000 birds from the security
of your car, all close enough to
be identified with binoculars
(although a scope is a spectacu-
lar asset at this location).”

Las Lomitas School
registration opens

The kindergarten registration
period for children who will
turn 5 on or before Sept. 1, 2014,
is now open at Las Lomitas Ele-
mentary School, 299 Alameda
de las Pulgas in Atherton.

To begin the registration pro-
cess, bring the child’s original
birth certificate or passport,
immunization records to date,
and proof of residence in the
form of two utility bills, or one
utility bill and lease agreement
or mortgage paper, to the school

office. Office hours are 8 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

The Las Lomitas School Dis-
trict does not offer transitional
kindergarten.

There will be two kindergar-
ten sessions; the first, from 9
a.m to 12:20 p.m., and the sec-
ond, from 10:15 a.m to 2.05 p.m.
Session requests will be taken
starting at 10 a.m. Feb. 1. Call
854-5900.

Tours of the school for parents
of incoming kindergarten stu-
dents will held on these dates:
Friday, Jan. 24; Friday, Jan. 31;
and Thursday, Feb. 13. The tours
run from 9:45 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Call the school office at 854-
5900 to reserve a tour.

Ormondale School

A parent visitation day will be
held at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, Jan.
30, for parents whose children
will be attending either transi-
tional kindergarten or kinder-
garten at Ormondale School
in Portola Valley in the fall of
2014.

Afterward, parents will have
the opportunity to briefly visit
the three kindergarten class-
rooms. Registration forms for
kindergarten will be available
in the school office after the
classroom visits. Do not bring
children to the visitation day.

Children must be 5 years old
on or before Sept. 1, 2014, in
order to be registered for kinder-
garten. Transitional kindergar-
ten will be offered for children
whose birthdays fall between
Sept. 2, 2014, and Dec. 2.

Ormondale School is located
at 200 Shawnee Pass in Portola
Valley. For more information,
call the Ormondale school office
at 851-1777, ext. 2651.

The
online guide - Write and read reviews

to Menlo Park
businesses

- Make purchases

« Find deals and coupons
- Buy gift certificates
« Discover local businesses

Good for Business. Good for You.
Good for the Community:.

Visit ShopMenloPark.com today




COMMUNITY

Sisters raise money for orphanage

The Holland sisters — Kylie,
14, Devon, 13, and Piper, 11 — of
Portola Valley are entrepreneurs,
activists and musicians. Giving
back to the world is something
their family believes in.

Daughters of Paul Holland and
Linda Yates, the girls founded
the Earth Saver’s Club for Kids
in 2010, and have volunteered
near (Haven House, food bank)
and far (including the Kliptown
Youth Program in Soweto last
sumimer).

Their latest effort is form-
ing a new social cause record
label, Painted Wolf Records.
Their first release, “Invitation
to Dream,” is a collection of
bedtime ballads and lullabies,
sung by Devon. It was recorded
at Skywalker Sound and Fantasy
Studios with Grammy Award-
winning sound engineer and
head of Skywalker Sound, Les-
lie Ann Jones, producer Peter
Maleitzke, and concert-level
musicians.

Kylie, Devon and Piper are
using 100 percent of the profits
from “Invitation to Dream” to
raise the last $250,000 the U.S.
Green Building Council needs to
break ground on the first LEED-
certified orphanage in the world

H POLICE CALLS
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The Holland sisters, from left, are Kylie, Piper and Devon.

in Haiti in spring 2014. It will
be called the William Jefferson
Clinton Children’s Center.

The orphanage will provide a
model for orphanages through-
out the Third World, using sus-
tainable materials to withstand
natural disasters.

“With the fourth anniver-
sary of Haiti’s devastating earth-
quake just a few weeks away
(Jan. 12), and tens of thousands
of children still homeless, these
young women are more deter-
mined than ever to achieve their
goal,” says Marisa Long, public

relations director of the U.S
Green Building Council.

The Holland sisters are no
strangers to big ideas. They not
only started the Earth Saver’s
Club for Kids a few years back,
sister Devon has invented the
Maji Mobile, designed to help
women in Africa carry clean
water.

Visit paintedwolfrecords.
com to purchase “Invitation to
Dream” for a donation of $20 or
more. To learn more about the
Holland girls, watch their video
on YouTube.

This information is from the Menlo

Park Police Department. Under the

law, people charged with offenses are
considered innocent unless convicted.
The dates police received the report are
shown.

WEST MENLO PARK

Fraud report: A resident of Manzanita
Avenue is out $12,600 in rent paid to
someone claiming, over emalil, to be the
owner of a vacation home. Dec. 28.

Theft report: Someone stole a laptop
computer valued at $1,500 from an
unlocked vehicle parked on Camino A
Los Cerros. Jen. 6.

LADERA

Theft report: An outdoor heater worth
$1,200 is missing from the front of the
Lobster Shack restaurant in the Country
Shopper mall on Alpine Road. Dec. 22.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Residential burglary report: Someone
broke into a house on Escobar Road
through a smashed front window and
stole jewelry and cash, a total loss esti-
mated at $5,500. Dec. 18.

Fraud report: A resident of the 4000
block of Alpine Road reported an
unauthorized cash advance of $4,800
charged to his credit card. Jan 2.

WOODSIDE

Residential burglary report: Garden-
ers alerted deputies from the Sheriff's
Office to a broken rear window of a
house on Moore Road. The house
appeared to have been ransacked while
the residents were away; dresser draw-
ers and closets were found opened. A
tabulation of losses is not expected until
the residents return. Dec. 18.

MENLO PARK

Commercial burglary report: In an
overnight incident, someone pried open
the rear door of Beltramo’s Wines and
Spirits at 1540 EI Camino Real, broke
into a wine cabinet and stole $15,000
worth of fine wine. Jan. 12.

Residential burglary reports:

M Tools valued at $4,500 are miss-

ing from a residence on Fanita Way.
Someone entered the house through an
unlocked rear door and stole a rake, wet
(tile) saw, radio, toolbox, mixer, grinder
and polisher. Jan. 10.

M Two bicycles are missing from an
unlocked garage on Oak Knoll Lane, a
total loss of $1,500. Jan. 12.

B Someone pried open a rear door
and stole an air compressor, chop
saw, bucket, paint sprayer and paint
brush from a house on Stanford Ave-

nue. Jan. 04.

Theft reports:

B An electric Razor scooter that had
been locked with a bike lock under a
carport on Coleman Place is missing.
The loss is estimated at $250. Jan. 11.
M A package containing two men’s

ski shirts worth a total of $220 and
another package containing a $100 pair
of shoes were missing from the front
porches of two homes on Bay Laurel
Drive. The empty boxes were found fur-
ther up the road. Jan. 3.

Fraud reports:

M A resident of Partridge Avenue sent

a postal money order for $535 to an
address in Florida in response to a
phone call from someone claiming to be
working for the “U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment.” The caller told the resident to
send the money order to claim a lump
sum of money that he’'d won. Jan. 8.

H Using the personal identity informa-
tion of a resident of Continental Drive,
someone tried twice and failed twice

to open credit accounts with two retail
stores, but succeeded in getting a $300
payday loan. Jan. 4.

Hearing on recovery center

Will a Skyline Boulevard medi-
tation center in the unincorpo-
rated woods above Woodside
become a non-medical rehabili-
tation center for clients with drug
and alcohol-addiction problems?
Neighbors of 16350 Skyline Blvd.
have objected to the proposed

change in the use permit for the
facility. Of particular concern
is the likelihood of recovering
addicts smoking cigarettes on
the grounds and inadvertently
starting a forest fire.

The proposal to change the
use permit from a medita-

tion center, the Stillheart Insti-
tute, to a rehabilitation facility,
the Stillpath Recovery Center,
comes before the San Mateo
County Planning Commission
on Wednesday, Jan. 22, in the
Board of Supervisors chambers
at 400 County Center in Red-
wood City. The meeting begins
at9 a.m. The proposal is the first
item of business on the agenda.

Thank you for supporting the
Holiday Fund

Through January 8th, 182 donors have contributed
$146,127 to the Holiday Fund

Anonymous donations ............ 35,085
Jeral G. POSKEY ......ccoeureiereniirineinieans
Dana Stone .......ccccvvicieiiisiniiins
Margret & Jamis MacNiven
George & Marjorie Mader............
Christina Burt.........cooveeeeereereenees
Julie Wyreman.........cocoeeeenerniencenns
John €. ROSS ....cvuvieiiireieiseeies
Anna Tyson & D.M. Tupper .............
Bob Barrett & Linda Atkinson........... *
Sybille Katz .........ccoveereene
John & Cheryl Volckmann.......... 2,000
Betsy B.. ROSS ..o
Alison and Tom COOpEr .........ccvvvvene
Doug & Kathy Stevens ................... 25
Drew McCallely & Marilyn Green.... 100
Kritzik-McAuley Family.................
Linda Craig & Evan Hughes
Harlan L. P.Wendell.............c........
Lillian Sampson.........c..coceeereenienes
Dianne J. Ellsworth............cccccvueunnee

Barbara and Bill Binder .................... *
Robert B. Flint Jr. ...ccvvevevvircienne 500
Leslie Field .......cccvveervereieriiccennne 35
Ramin Samadani. ....100
Melanie Austin........ccccceverecrennnas 200
Delia Laitin.......cooererrerieeenriesiiianenns *
Susan and David Schultz.................. *
Marilyn Voelke ..........cccvivenirennne 500
John Friesman .......cccccoeveerneenne. 100
Meredith Buenning ........ccccoceeveeenee. *
Amy Roleder ..........

Robin Quist Gates
Anne Hillman & George Comstock.....
Margo Sensenbrenner......................
Lauren and Julie Mercer............... 100
Catherine Cemny .......ccccooeurereureneunenas
Ken and Judy Kormanak...................
Thomas & Maggie Mah Johnson......
Tom and Nancy Fiene...........cceuuunee
Katherine Bryant........c.covueveereeneenns

Gerald and Candace Griffin............ 50
Ladera Mens Tennis & Domino..... 185
Peter and Deborah Nelson............ 250
Joan Rubin ......cooooveeccerccceeee *
David Reneau.. .

Paul Perret.......cccovvveeccrereenereienenes
The Calhoon Family.........cccccoee. 500
Subbaiah Malladi..............c....... 5,000
Jeffrey Volckmann..................... 1,000
Gary Peterson.........coooveeuceeinias 1,000
Robert Mullen &

Marsha Campbell...........cceuuene 500
Bruce Willard..........ccoeuevevveincrennns 500
Pegasus Family Fund................. 1,000
Bill and Nancy Ellsworth................... *
Robert A. Page .......ccccocuvereurennne 1,064
Betty Jean Meissner.............cccueue 100
Lynn T. Swisher
Stone Family........cooocevencinicinicenee
Lisa RYaN......coceuveeereerenniieircieecnas
Richard Sibley ..........cooevivreneinenne
Mary Soloman..........ccoceeneucericenenns
Andrea G. Julian..........cccccoeurunnne. 300
Anne G. MOSEr .......coueeeeeenenieenns 100
James E. Esposito... e
Frederick R. Mugler, Jr.........ccccceuueee 60
Richard and Jean Duda................... 10
Mark and Karen Weitzel................... *
Caroline Beverstock ...........ccc....... 250
Raymond & Nancy Rosendin........ 500
Vicky Rundorff........ccooovvieinieninnnns *

Terry Stein .....ccccvrvccceiicceies
John and Floorine Galen ..
Laura M. Reed........cccoevervrrricrennne
Penny and Greg Gallo...................
Donna and Bruce Whitson
Kathy and Bob Mueller ................
Lenore Horowitz...........

David F. Armstrong
John & Carman Quackenbush........ 50
Mark D. Holman..........ccveevriennnes
Ellen and Jim Laussier..................
Gail and Susan Prickett....
Elizabeth Tromovitch...........c........
Barbara B. White .........ccccccvviinnes
Rona Marie .......ccccvvenerenininininnns
Jane M. Land........cccocovunirinicinenne
Bettina McAdoo...........
Thomas and Polly Bredt................
Heidi Larsen ........cccueeeveeerniierenenns
Gordon B. Chamberlain................
Judy and Doug Adams..................
Donna W. MackowsKi.........c..c.....
Diana M. Laraway ..........ccccovuvunnes

Sandy and Andy Hall.........ccccoveuneee *
Barb and Carlo Jacobseon............ 100
Lynne S. FOVINGi...oovucueciriricicieine 75
Erika Crowley.......ccovevuveerneciniennns *
Martha Norberg.........ccceueeeenes 1,000
April Fallon........coceeeeereenieeeiennne 200
Kathleen J. EIKins ........ccccocevcunnnae 100
Mayling DiXon..........cceeriureriueeninns 100
Nanci Yuan........ccoevvvnsenininnenes 100
Marilyn WolIper.........cocveeveenreenees 100
Joan Lane.......ococeereiiniininene
Adele Carney..

K.M. Ashford .........ccccvuerrieriiennines
Janice E. JedKins.........cccoeererrrenen. 400
Jackie Johnson ........ccccevvecvvevevnenn. 20
Karen Sortino........cceeeveeeeenenene 75
Wilcox & Sandra Patterson........... 250
Lucy Reid-Krensky .........ccccvereenees 100
Don LoWry.....ccocciviriiiiciniiicins 100
Hobart S. Johnson .........ccccccevevennne 50
Barbara Brennan..........cccccovueneee 500

In Memory Of
Richard H & Louise J. Barbour ...... 100
Bill Hewlett & Dave Packard ........ 500
Esther Johnson........cccoueeenvveiciinnenns

Bill Lend.......covvvevivercreieieieieinns 100
Helen Gibboney ........ccovvevverciennee *
ANNIE STeM ... 50
Jack Pfluke.......... .. 75
Janice M. Pausa.........ccceveeveinnene 100
Robby Babcock ..........ccvuveerirrennae 100
Marilyn Berry .......ccocereerevneeneennnns 100
Esther C. Judd ......covvvvvccicriciicne *
John INglis...c.ovuveeciiciiciennee 200
Margaret Green ..........cccceveeiiennne 500
Frank and Celine Halet................. 500
In Honor Of
Ray Mauss ......cccoverererirrisisisiriennns 50
Dennis McBride.........cooeuevvervcrennae 30

Foundations, Businesses
& Organizations

William & Flora Hewlett Foundation.......

Lutticken's After 5......cccovevverennne 100

Packard Foundation ................ 15,000

Rotary Club of Menlo Park
Foundation.........ccccoevueveennene 15,000

January 15, 2014 m TheAlmanacOnline.com = The Almanac = 13



meAlmanac

Serving Menlo Park,

Atherton, Portola Valley,
and Woodside for 47 years.

EDITOR & PUBLISHER
Tom Gibboney (223-6507)

NEWSROOM

Managing Editor
Richard Hine (223-6525)

News Editor
Renee Batti (223-6582)

Lifestyles Editor
Jane Knoerle (223-6531)

Staff Writers
Dave Boyce (223-6527),
Sandy Brundage (223-6529)

Contributors
Marjorie Mader, Barbara Wood, Kate Daly

Special Sections Editor
Carol Blitzer

Photographer Michelle Le (223-6530)

DESIGN & PRODUCTION

Design Director
Shannon Corey (223-6560)

Assistant Design Director Lili Cao
Designers Linda Atilano, Rosanna Leung,

Paul Llewellyn, Kameron Sawyer

ADVERTISING

Vice President Sales and Marketing
Tom Zahiralis (223-6570)

Display Advertising Sales
Wendy Suzuki (223-6569)

Real Estate Manager
Neal Fine (223-6583)

Real Estate & Advertising Coordinator
Diane Martin (223-6584)

Legal Advertising
Alicia Santillan (223-6578)

Published every Wednesday at
3525 Alameda De Las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Newsroom: (650) 223-6525
Newsroom Fax: (650) 223-7525
Advertising: (650) 854-2626
Advertising Fax: (650) 223-7570
Email news and photos with captions to:
Editor@AlmanacNews.com
Email letters to:
letters@AlmanacNews.com

The Almanac, established in October 1965, is
delivered each week to residents of Menlo Park,
Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside and adja-
cent unincorporated areas of southern San Mateo
County. The Almanac is qualified by decree of the
Superior Court of San Mateo County to publish
public notices of a governmental and legal nature,
as stated in Decree No. 147530, issued December
21, 1969. ©2014 by Embarcadero Media Company.
All rights reserved.

Subscriptions are $60 for one year and $100 for

two years.
a

ENA

Hl WHAT’S YOURVIEW?

All views must include a home address
and contact phone number. Published
letters will also appear on the web site,
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

Town Square forum
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Town Square forum at
www.TheAlmanacOnline.
com

Email your views to:
letters@almanacnews.com
and note this it is a letter
to the editor in the subject

line.

Mail ordeliver to:
Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las Pul-

gas, Menlo Park, CA 94025.

Call  theViewpoint desk at

223-6507.

Viewpoint

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS

ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES FROM PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY. EDITED BY TOM GIBBONEY

Gym teacher’s firing still hurts

involved prior to the dismissal of Menlo Park gymnastics
instructor Michelle Sutton, she may continue to press her
case in a civil lawsuit.

The ruling by the Department of Fair Employment and Hous-
ing said there was not enough evidence to cite the city on the very
specific grounds of discrimination, harassment, or retaliation as a
result of her being fired after she had asked for guidance from the
city’s human resources director and her union representative about
how to file a complaint against her supervisor, Karen Mihalek. The
common misunderstanding is that just treating

Despite a state ruling that there was no illegal behavior

meeting. Mr. Ewart works for the California Newspaper Publishers
Association in Sacramento.

Another instructor, Chris Ortez, quit the gymnastics program in
protest over Ms. Sutton’s firing, and told the City Council that Ms.
Mihalek held “none-too-discreet” contempt for Ms. Sutton and
reportedly had a history of complaints filed by at least two female
staff members.

During her employment in Menlo Park, Ms. Sutton was a
part-time, at-will employee, a status that carries few rights when
compared to full-time city employees. As the name implies, such
employees can be terminated without the need for

someone unfairly is a violation when it is actually
not, a state official said.

But while Menlo Park City Manager Alex
Maclntyre said a third party investigator found
that Ms. Sutton had not been illegally harassed
or fired in retaliation for trying to file a complaint, he did say that
certain supervisors and employees interacted inappropriately with
Ms. Sutton on occasion. And in a search of Ms. Sutton’s personnel
file by the Almanac her record was clean: no reprimands or other
citations were found.

Ms. Sutton is apparently not satisfied with these findings and said
she may sue the city. Although her case will not be helped by the
state ruling, it is certain to bring up the inept way the city handled
her dismissal. Perhaps the most egregious mistake was after a week
on the city’s website, a copy of the complaint filed against Ms.
Sutton was removed, along with at least a dozen emails posted by
outraged parents in support of the popular gymnastics instructor.
After a huge public outcry, the city restored the letters.

At the time the media law expert Jim Ewart told the Almanac
removal of the email and comments was ludicrous, saying that
such records are just like public comments made at a city council

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

documented justification.

But in this case, the legal findings do
not square with all that we know about how Ms.
Sutton was viewed by parents whose children
attended her classes. Why was she dismissed after
the city received just one letter from a parent who Ms. Sutton sim-
ply asked to follow the rule that parents are not permitted to be on
the gym floor during certain routines? There were no citations for
misconduct in her personnel file. Did one angry letter justify her
quick dismissal?

The Almanac has learned that the state can now track whether
multiple complaints are lodged against the same employer, so in
the future it will be possible to determine if multiple claims have
been filed against Menlo Park or other cities. To bring more trans-
parency to such employee actions, the city should release statistics
each year showing how many claims have been filed and within
which department, as well as the outcomes, if any, from the state.
Such a practice may give a supervisor pause before abruptly fir-
ing an employees without due cause, and allow the public to see
whether one department has an inordinate number of disciplinary
problems.

LETTERS

Our readers write

Incredible response
after accident

Editor:

Unbelievable. That’s one of
the few printable words I can
use to describe the lawsuit by
Edward Nelson against a couple
of 6-year-old kids.

This 90-year-old runs his
SUV onto the sidewalk, severely
injuring two children, and then
has the temerity to blame them
for being negligent and reck-
less.

Unless there are some undis-
closed facts in this case, Mr.
Nelson’s response is an embar-
rassment to Stanford and the
legal profession, along with
the attorneys who agreed to
represent him. Mr. Nelson
should apologize profusely to
all involved and offer to make

o A

restitution.

Unfortunately, too many peo-
ple are afraid to admit responsi-
bility for their actions, and our
country is worse off for it.

Marty Mackowski
Los Charros
Portola Valley

automobile.

Our Regional Heritage

Grace Andreen sits in a Flanders motorcar in front of the Andreen Blacksmith Shop in Woodside during
the early 1900s. The Flanders company operated in Detroit from 1910 to 1913 after Flanders left
the Ford Motor Co., which used some of the techniques he developed to build the popular Model T

Woodside History Committee
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A New Year’s invitation from Menlo Park’s mayor

By Ray Mueller

and health of the community that dwells within.

We know that our greatest resource is the intellect,
passion, and goodwill of our residents. Does it get messy
sometimes? Of course, absolutely. But in Menlo

enlo Park is many different things to many
l \ / I different people. To some, it is the
countryis foremost venture capital
destination. It is a social media technology hub.
It is a gateway to a world-class academic insti-
tution. It is a beautiful suburb with excellent
schools. It is a center for bio-medical research. It
is a birthplace for high tech and robotic innova-
tion. Itis a fount of revolutionary approaches to
green and sustainable living practices.
Menlo Park is all of these things and many
more, depending upon whom you ask, but

GUEST
OPINION

Park, thatis just part of the fun — the challenge
of gathering and distilling all of the informa-
tion, all of the data, and all of the opinions, and
settling upon a course for the future.”

In 2014, the city of Menlo Park will
face many challenges, some old, and some
new, including:

B Working with small business own-
ers to revitalize our downtown and retail
areas all over the city.

there is just one thing Menlo Park is to all of
itis residents: Itis our home.

At the end of the day we are all just neighbors, striving
to renew and preserve a place we cherish and are proud
of — to raise our children in, and in which to grow old
with those we love. Do we always agree on what that
means and how it should be accomplished? No.

But in Menlo Park there is a tradition that we cherish:
Our neighbors care enough to be part of the conversa-
tion. We all gather and work together to build a better
future, because we recognize that a city is not defined by
itis boundaries and structures, but rather by the strength

B Determining how to expand the
sales tax base in our industrial areas.

B Determining how to implement the Downtown
Specific Plan.

B Collaborating with the Las Lomitas and Menlo
Park City school districts as they embark upon infra-
structure improvements.

B Tackling how to provide educational equity to
students of the Ravenswood School District.

B Planning how to implement an infrastructure for
electrical vehicles.

B Finding new ways to expand transportation

options for seniors.

B Finally opening our new police station in Belle
Haven.

B Determining how to effectively implement an
ordinance that balances the residents’ right of privacy
against government surveillance.

All of these challenges and many more await us in
the new year. I invite you to participate in the discus-
sion, whether it be as a resident, or if you have the time,
more formally as a city commissioner.

The city has extended recruitment efforts until Jan.
20 for the following commission vacancies: Bicycle
Commission, one vacancy; Library Commission, three
vacancies; Parks and Recreation Commission, two
vacancies; and Finance and Audit Committee, three
vacancies.

For more information, visit the city of Menlo Park’s
Commissions webpage at menlopark.org/city_com-
missions.html and click the link on the left titled
“Commission Vacancies January 2014.” Or call the
City Clerk’s office at 330-6620.

I confidently know I speak for all of my colleagues on
the City Council when I say I hope you will consider
joining us.

Happy New Year,
Mayor Ray Mueller

History of Park Theatre,
from owner’s perspective

By Howard Crittenden

appointed and frustrated when the Park The-

atre was demolished in November of 2013. It
was heartbreaking for me, too — I have owned the
property for 27 years and invested over $400,000
in architectural plans, consultants, attorney fees,
and required city costs to try and make it

Iknow many residents of Menlo Park were dis-

I spent tens of thousands of dollars on architect
plans and consultants, and I devoted countless
hours to presenting my ideas to the City Council,
hoping that somehow, together we could come to
a workable solution that would keep the historical
theatre in place, while allowing me to operate an
investment that could be profitable.
In the following years, the city decided to
encourage development downtown by

a viable property and keep its historical
essence intact.

There have been many misconceptions
regarding the theatre and why it was torn
down, and as the owner of the building,
and as someone who worked hard to
find a common ground, I would like
to explain my side of the story and clear
up any confusion as to why demolishing
the building became the most sensible

GUEST
OPINION

creating the Downtown Specific Plan.
Encouraged by the new rules, I dusted off
my original plans and hired a respected
attorney to help me push forward with
renovating the building.

To meet the cityis require-
ments, the new construction bid came
in significantly higher than what
the architect had estimated, making
the project financially untenable. I

\/

option.

I purchased the Park Theater prop-
erty in 1986 as a real estate investment. Around
the late 1990s, the theatre tenant, Landmark,
declared reorganization bankruptcy. They were
a good tenant, and the theatre was popular, so I
reduced the rent to $.61 a square foot (in a mar-
ket where $1.75 a square foot was the going rate).
The space was drastically under-performing, so
I tried numerous times to make the building a
mixed-use space, with office space in addition to
the theatre. Repeatedly, the Menlo Park Planning
Commission did not support my attempts to add
office space — or add more parking — even when
I came back with plans for underground parking
options.

During the late 1990s and through the 2000s,
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attempted to work with the city to

grant a variance on some of the park-
ing restrictions, and I asked Caltrans to partner
with me in installing bike parking along El
Camino Real, as this was the only way to pre-
serve the theatre’s marquee from being hit by
passing trucks. The city wasnit ready to accept
this idea, and the added requirements would
have added additional years to the projectis
completion.

Reluctantly, T was finally forced to abandon
the project. We demolished the building, and the
property has now been sold. I regret that tlhere
were no winners in the demolishing of the Park
Theatre, and I want to offer my sincere apologies
to the members of the Menlo Park community
who wished to see the theatre stay. I put a huge
amount of financial resources and time into the
project, but I finally realized it wouldnit be viable
in the current environment.

Thank you for reading this and hearing my side
of the story. @

Howard Crittenden

Struggle outlined by Dr.
King continues today

By Henry Organ

r I Yhese are times of 50-year
anniversaries, and it is
nearing 50 years ago that

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther

King Jr. was awarded the Nobel

Peace Prize in 1964.

In the opening paragraph of
Dr. King’s acceptance speech in
Oslo, he spoke of young people
in Philadelphia, Mis-

This Supreme Court decision
also reminded the nation of a
related sinister, non-violent move
in many states: gerrymander-
ing voting districts. One of the
major goals of gerrymandering is
to dilute and negate the effect of
equal voting rights and interests of
people and communities of color.

Locally, it was prudent for
San Mateo County to

sissippi, who, the day
before his speech, were
brutalized and mur-
dered while seeking the
right to vote. How sad,
but predictable, that
this non-violent pursuit
of the right to vote must
continue a half-century

GUEST
OPINION

move from county-wide
to district elections. I
was honored to have
been chosen by former
Supervisor Rose Jacobs
Gibson to be a member
of the county’s Charter
Review Committee in
2010, which addressed

\/

later.

Lastyear, the Supreme
Court handed down a decision
that weakens the Voting Rights
Act of 1965, which was enacted
only a year after — prompted by
Dr. King’s Nobel speech in 1964.
Within hours of the court’s deci-
sion last year, some “pre-clear-
ance” states moved immediately
to suppress voting rights.

It was almost sinister that that
same Supreme Court deflected
the subject back to Congress,
with a House of Representatives
dominated by states that are not
eager to expand voting rights.
In her Supreme Court opinion,
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
said that Dr. King’s legacy and
the nation’s commitment to
justice had been “disserved by
today’s decision.” Amen!

this subject. I strongly
support this change,
because it should increase voting
and enhance representation for
residents throughout the county.

Special recognition must go
to the Lawyers’ Committee for
Civil Rights in San Francisco,
which prompted this move. It is
hoped that the district boundar-
ies drawn by the county satisfy
constitutional concerns set forth
by the Lawyers’ Committee at
the outset.

Dr. King’s birthday is an annu-
al reminder, and challenge, that
civil rights are never achieved
absolutely and irreversibly. They
must be vigilantly sought and
protected.

Henry Organ is a Menlo Park
resident.
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