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MENLO PARK

$2,695,000

4bd/2.5ba Ranch style home.  
Beautifully updated, and move in 
ready. Eat-in kitchen with breakfast bar, 
separate dining room, and a  
fireplace in the living room.  
Patio perfect for entertaining,  
and a 2 car detached garage.

ATHERTON

$9,980,000

Located on a cul-de-sac, this 3 level 
home has high ceilings, distressed 
hickory floors, and a fireplace accented 
loggia that extends from the family 
room. 5 bedroom suites, including main 
floor master. Lower level has media 
and exercise rooms. 1/bd guest house. 
Excellent Las Lomitas schools.

WOODSIDE

$11,900,000

Positioned on one of Woodside’s most 
coveted streets, this stunning 6bd/5.5ba 
home evokes all the appeal of a rural 
European Villa, yet just moments from 
the center of town. Completed in 2010, 
the private compound has everything 
needed for a life of luxury, 3 beautifully 
landscaped acres, resort-inspired 
amenities, a guest house plus an 
extraordinary main residence.
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UPFRONT

By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

She teaches innovation in an 
MBA program in San Fran-
cisco. He oversees a Menlo 

Park middle school at which 
innovation is a star.
 Lisa Kay Solomon of Menlo 
Park, who has co-authored a 
new book on innovative strate-
gies for problem-solving and 
idea generation, will be in con-
versation with Hillview Middle 
School Principal Erik Burmeis-
ter on Wednesday, March 12, at 
Kepler’s bookstore to introduce a 
book she recently co-authored.
 A conversation seems an 
appropriate means to unveil the 
book, “Moments of Impact: How 
to Design Strategic Conversa-
tions That Accelerate Change,” 
which Ms. Solomon co-wrote 
with Chris Ertel. a social scien-
tist and longtime adviser to For-
tune 500 company executives.
 Although the book’s focus 
is the world of business, “it’s a 
personal passion of mine to feed 
(the strategies) into education,” 
Ms. Solomon said.
 She enlisted Mr. Burmeister 
for the Kepler’s event because of 
his application of “design think-
ing” principles to the Hillview 
curriculum and culture — 
principles that come into play 
in “Moments of Impact,” which 
teaches alternative approaches 
to the top-down, unproductive 
strategic meetings that some 
say are the rule in the corporate 
world.
 Mr. Burmeister has led Hill-
view through a multi-faceted 
“redesign process” since arriv-
ing at the school in summer 
2012. To do so, he employed the 
design thinking protocol devel-
oped by the Stanford University 
Design School, and created a 
“design team” of staff and par-
ents.
 Changes developed and tested 
at the middle school include 
a new master schedule that 
accommodates more collabora-
tive learning and hands-on proj-
ects that apply design-thinking 

concepts — a process that begins 
with empathy to understand the 
perspectives and experiences 
of others, then moves through 
brainstorming of possibilities, 
design and testing, and finaliza-
tion of a solution.
 “The Hillivew story is a perfect 
example of the type of strategic 
conversations (Lisa) Solomon 
promotes,” Mr. Burmeister said 
in an email. “We were so enthu-
siastic about Lisa’s work and 
expertise that we asked her to 
join our Design Team this year,” 
he said, adding that she will join 
other team members in “shad-
owing” a student this month 
— a process the team uses to 
evaluate what students are expe-
riencing and how changes being 
put in place might be working.
 Mr. Burmeister said that con-
nections between what Hillview 
is doing and the principles pre-
sented in “Moments of Impact” 
include how the school reas-
sessed and defined its purpose. 
“The ‘problems’ we set out to 
solve weren’t necessarily seen 
by others or by us as ‘problems.’ 
Our work wasn’t about solving 
some big issue that was causing 

angst for parents or decreased 
achievement for students,” he 
said.
 “Our problem was really about 
asking the question, ‘Does the 
education we are providing 
and the structure in which we 
are providing it really meet the 
needs of our current students 
and the world into which they 
will be graduating?’
 “By any measure, Hillview was 
doing really well. However, with 
a focus on ‘strategic exploration 
and discovery,’ as (Lisa) Solo-
mon refers to it, we were able to 
identify that there was so much 
more we could be doing if we 
were willing to engage creatively 
in the human experience of 
design.”
 The mother of two children, 
Ms. Solomon has been involved 
in the Oak Knoll School parent 
community for some time. Sev-
eral months ago, after finishing 
the book, she was introduced to 
Mr. Burmeister by her neighbor, 
who is an Oak Knoll teacher 
and a member of the Hilliview 
Design Team, Ms. Solomon 
said.
 After joining the Design 
Team herself and working with 
Mr. Burmeister, Ms. Solomon 
observed that the principal 
seems to have a natural ability to 
think expansively and strategi-
cally, which is leading to positive 
change at the school.
 “Erik is doing it by instinct— 
he’s doing it by feel,” she said, 
adding that “Moments of 
Impact” is a book “for people 
who may not have those 
instincts” but want to learn to be 
more effective thinkers, leaders 
and decision makers. A

Lisa Kay Solomon will be in 
conversation with Hillview Middle 
School Principal Erik Burmeister 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 12, 
at Kepler’s bookstore, 1010 El 
Camino Real in Menlo Park.

725 Portola Rd., Portola Valley
(650) 851-1114     www.springdown.com

A place where horses and humans can come together 
to learn and benefi t from each other.

★ 30 YEARS AND STILL GOING STRONG ★

2014 Horsemanship Summer Camps

Diverse Lesson Program

Summer Camp Dates:
2 week camps from June 16 through August 29

See Website for Dates

Local author joins principal 
for talk on innovation
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  C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  A L M A N AC

Ms. Solomon is a faculty member 
of the MBA in design strategy 
program at California College of 
the Arts, where she established 
the Innovation Studio. She has 
lectured at university business 
schools including Stanford, UC 
Berkeley, and Cornell, and has 
been published in a number of 
magazines, journals and blogs.
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Thank You  

Jackie and Richard thank you for trusting us to help 
you achieve your Real Estate Success. 

     

     
     

     
     

     
Call Jackie and Richard to Sell Your Home Sold Over $220,000,000 of Homes 

  

 
Jackie 

650-855-9700 
jackie@schoelerman.com 

BRE # 01092400       
www.schoelerman.com 

 
Richard 
650-566-8033 
richard@schoelerman.com 
BRE # 01413607     

27950 Roble Alto, Los Altos Hills 240 Allen, Woodside* 3176 South Court, Palo Alto* 

201 Montalvo, Emerald Hills Parcel 6, Los Altos Hills* 1003 Almanor, Menlo Park 

719 Elizabeth, Menlo Park* 307 Barton Way, Menlo Park* 1941 Deodara, Los Altos 

*represented the buyer

SOLD SOLD SOLD 

SOLD SOLD SOLD 

SOLD SOLD SOLD 
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By Gennady Sheyner
Palo Alto Weekly

For years, Caltrain officials 
have been advocating a 
switch from diesel trains 

to electrified ones as the the best 
way to both help the environ-
ment and keep the popular but 
cash-strapped commuter service 
financially viable.
 But a new report analyzing the 
environmental impacts of electri-
fication indicates that these bene-
fits will come at a cost beyond the 
project’s $1.5 billion price tag.

 Specifically, it could result in 
removal of more than 2,000 trees 
— including 188 in Menlo Park 
— and the addition of poles up 
to 50 feet high, safety walls built 
on existing bridges that cross the 
train corridor, and substations to 
support the electrification.
 The draft environmental 
impact report, which the Pen-
insula Corridor Joint Powers 
Board released Feb. 28, argues 
that Caltrain’s long-planned 
electrification is a critical proj-
ect for increasing ridership and 
for giving the Peninsula an 

“environmentally friendly and 
reliable service.”
 More than a decade in the 
works, the previously stalled proj-
ect sparked back to life in 2012, 
when the California High-Speed 
Rail Authority agreed to adopt a 
“blended” two-track system along 
the Peninsula in which the new 
high-speed trains would share 
electrified tracks with Caltrain.
 As part of a 2013 agreement 
between the agencies, the rail 
authority would pay for about 
half of the project’s $1.5 billion 
costs, with the balance coming 

from Caltrain and other Bay 
Area transportation agencies.
 According to the new report, 
Caltrain plans to have its new 
electrified system in place by 
2019, at which time about 75 
percent of its train fleet would be 
electric and 25 percent would be 
diesel. Once the remaining diesel 
trains reach the end of their ser-
vice life, they would be replaced.
 Caltrain carried about 47,000 
riders on a typical weekday in 
2013, according to the report, 
a number that is projected to 
go up to 57,000 in 2020 and 

to 84,000 even if electrifica-
tion doesn’t happen. With the 
project, the estimated ridership 
would be 69,000 in 2020 and 
111,000 in 2040. The overall 
number of daily weekday trains 
would jump from the present 
level of 92 to 114. 
 The environmental review 
notes that the project would 
significantly reduce traffic on 
regional roads by 235,000 “vehi-
cle miles traveled” in 2020 and 
by 619,000 in 2040.
 

Caltrain plan would fell trees, add substations

Local News

By Diane McGrath
Co-chair of event

Encinal Elementary 
School in Atherton held 
its annual Cultural Arts 

Day celebration on Feb. 27.  
Conceived six years ago, the 
annual festival has explored 
the history and culture of 
Spain, Mexico, the Polynesian 
Islands, Uganda and China.
 This year, the student body 
of 780 students studied India.  
The day kicked kick off with 
an introductory video, fol-
lowed by a cricket demonstra-
tion and a visit to an on-site 
museum filled with art and 

artifacts from India.
   During lunch, the stu-
dents sampled Indian food, 
practiced yoga or created 
their own Rangoli art on the 
playground. Sitar and tabla 
players Aharon Wheels Bolsta 
and Joanna Mack performed 
for the children.
 Sharon Burns, principal of 
Encinal Elementary, said the 
event is a “wonderful opportu-
nity to explore, and relate to, the 
culture of another country.”
 A highlight of the day was a 
classical dance performance by 
the Pushpanjali Dance Acad-
emy of Sunnyvale, followed by 
a Bollywood dance headlined 

by Lee Pazmino, who has 
toured with Justin Timberlake 
and Christina Aguilera, and 
is a teacher at the Menlo Park 
Academy of Dance. 
  The leadership team of Bita 
Arabian, Ami Bhow, Samira 
Jones and Diane McGrath 
worked since last spring to 
organize the event. Over 100 
volunteers participated.
 In the classroom, parent 
volunteers presented a history 
and culture lesson, read a story 
about India, and helped stu-
dents complete an elephant art 
project that was personalized 
with the students’ names writ-
ten in Hindi. A

Encinal School celebrates India

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Pushpanjali Dance Academy dancers Mira Kannappan, right, and Nithila Poongovan perform for 
Encinal students during Cultural Arts Day.

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

A  new tone  appeared in 
the latest defense filings 
in a lawsuit over the car 

crash that pinned 6-year-old twin 
brothers against a downtown wall 
in Menlo Park. The defense now 
asserts the family wasn’t at fault 
and deserves compensation.
 The Cadigan twins and their 
9-year-old brother were walk-
ing along Santa Cruz Avenue 
in Menlo Park on Oct. 17 when 
a BMW SUV with the license 
plate “EN ESQ” jumped onto 
the sidewalk.
 The crash broke one twin’s 
arm and left the 
other twin in crit-
ical condition in 
the hospital fac-
ing a five-week 
stay and multiple 
surgeries.
 The family seeks 
punitive as well as 
general damages 
on behalf of all 
three boys;  the lawsuit describes 
their injuries as ranging from 
multiple, extensive skin grafts and 
damage to the lower body; ortho-
pedic and soft-tissue damage to 
the upper body; and emotional 
trauma.
 Mr. Nelson, the 90-year-old 
driver of the car, at first denied 
all responsibility for the result-
ing injuries. He initially claimed 
in documents filed in opposition 
to the Cadigan family’s lawsuit 
that the children were engaged in 
behavior that was reckless, care-
less and negligent, and voluntari-
ly placed themselves in danger by 
walking along the sidewalk.
 But his legal team appears to 

have abandoned that rhetoric. 
Their Feb. 13 filing states: “The 
defense understands full well 
the damage that was done to this 
innocent family. The Cadigans are 
entitled to reasonable compensa-
tory damages for their injuries. 
But we do not agree that Edward 
Nelson should be punished for 
this sad and tragic accident.”
 His attorneys did not respond 
to a request for comment before 
the Almanac’s deadline.
 The filing was submitted in 
response to the Cadigan fam-
ily’s renewed pursuit of puni-
tive damages after a San Mateo 
County Superior Court judge 
dismissed their first request. 

In an amended 
complaint, the 
plaintiffs alleged 
that an accident 
Mr. Nelson was 
involved in on 
Nov. 8, 2012, 
should have indi-
cated that it wasn’t 
safe for him to 
drive. The filing 

claimed the DMV suspended his 
license as a result until he peti-
tioned for a new one in August 
2013. 
 However, police records indicate 
that the 2012 accident involved 
another driver hitting his car 
while backing out of a parking 
space.  Investigators determined 
Mr. Nelson was not the party at 
fault, police told the Almanac, 
which calls into question whether 
the DMV would have had reason 
to suspend his license.
 Mr. Nelson’s defense team 
did not delve into the 2012 
accident in their response to 

Softer defense rhetoric 
in lawsuit over car crash

See CALTRAIN PLAN, page 8

See LAWSUIT, page 8

‘The defense 
understands full 
well the damage 
that was done to 

this innocent family.’
COURT FILING
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Open 6:30 am - 8:00 pm daily
Sales Dates: Mar. 5–8

3015 Woodside Rd., Woodside
phone 650.851.1511

4420 Alpine Rd., Portola Valley
phone 650.851.1711

Wine and Spirits
Olema

Olema is produced by Amici Cellars, in Calistoga. Their goal is to 
deliver a premium wine experience at “everyday” prices. These 
wine over-deliver. The Pinot Noir is a brand new edition to the 
line-up and is the gem of the group.

’12 Olema Chardonnay, Sonoma County .........................Reg. $14.99 Sale $12.99
Flavors of apple, citrus and toasty oak lead to a satisfying finish.

’12 Olema Pinot Noir, Sonoma County ............................... Reg. $19.99 Sale $16.99
Flavors of cherry pie, spice and cocoa culminate in a rich finish.

’11 Olema Cabernet Sauvignon, Sonoma County ...... Reg. $19.99 Sale $16.99
Displays aromas of currants, cedar and espresso, with black fruits, toffee and mocha flavors.

(Woodside location only)

Fresh Produce

Meat and Seafood

On Sale Grocery

Deli Department

Chicken Cambridge Sausage Links ...........
$4.98lb.

Chuck Roast ................................................
$5.98lb.

Chicken Apple Sausage with Cinnamon ..
$4.98lb.

Mixim Fat Free Greek Yogurt
5 oz.  ..................................................................

$1.39

Anchor India Pale Ale
12 oz. -6 pack-also Steam California plus CRV  ..

$6.49

Stouffer’s Lasagna with Meat Sauce
19 oz.  ................................................................

$2.99
Bumble Bee Solid White Albacore
5 oz.  ...................................................................

$1.69
Clean Flame Firelog
5 lb. ....................................................................

$3.19

California
Navel Oranges .............................99¢

lb.

From Chile
Red Flame Seedless Grapes ...

$2.99lb.

Sweet 
Red Bell Peppers ......................

$1.99lb.

Feeling Blue!
We have an assortment of wonderful blue cheese! Stop by and try some!

Gorgonzola Dolce ..................................................................  $14.99 lb.
Mountain Gorgonzola ...........................................................  $19.69 lb.
Stilton Aged Blue ...................................................................  $19.69 lb.
Bavarian Blue .......................................................................... $18.29 lb.

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

Response from city offi-
cials and developers to a 
potential ballot initiative 

on the Menlo Park downtown/
El Camino Real specific plan 
ranged from lukewarm to “let’s 
talk about it.”
 Jim Cogan, the city’s eco-
nomic development manager, 
said he’s worried the initiative is a 
step backward. “My professional 
opinion is that it’s a bad thing for 
Menlo Park. It will stifle invest-
ment in the downtown improve-
ments and likely mean that the 
property owners will miss out 
on the financing necessary to 
redevelop the vacant car lots.”
 Save Menlo, a grassroots coali-
tion organized to protest the 
specific plan once a large mixed-
use development was proposed 
along El Camino Real, has until 
mid-July to collect the estimated 
2,500 to 3,000 signatures needed 
to put its initiative on the ballot 
for the November election.
 The initiative proposes chang-
ing the specific 
plan’s definition 
of open space to 
mean only space at 
ground level, and 
not areas such as 
balconies; capping 
office space devel-
opment at 100,000 
square feet per 
project, or 240,820 
square feet total; 
and requiring voter approval for 
any project that would exceed 
the cap or result in total non-
residential development within 
the specific plan area exceeding 
474,000 square feet.
 The changes would cut by 50 
percent the amount of office 
space allowed in two mixed-use 
development proposals already 
in the pipeline.
 Stanford University and devel-
oper John Arrillaga want to 
build a complex on the mostly 
vacant car lots along 300 to 500 
El Camino Real. The 8.4-acre 
project would involve 199,500 
square feet of office space, 
10,000 square feet of retail, and 
up to 170 apartments.
 Jean McCown, assistant vice 
president of government and 
community relations at Stan-
ford, said the specific plan 
resulted from six years of thor-
ough public outreach, and pro-
vides significant benefits for 
Menlo Park, including a way to 
revitalize El Camino Real. 
 “The initiative would not only 
change the plan’s provisions, it 
would make it burdensome to 
adapt to desired changes to the 
area in the future by requiring 

a public vote to alter any of the 
initiative’s requirements. I ques-
tion whether this sort of restric-
tive initiative is the best way 
to plan for and respond to the 
future needs of the community,” 
she said. 
 While the university is still 
evaluating the proposed chang-
es, she said the revised open 
space definition is inconsistent 
with the definition used in the 
rest of Menlo Park as well as 
almost every other city in the 
Bay Area.
 “If the initiative qualifies and 
goes on the ballot, the voters will 
decide whether these are wise 
policies,” Ms. McCown said.
 A second project, designed 
by Greenheart LLC, would put 
210,000 square feet of office 
space, 210,000 square feet of 
apartments and 13,000 square 
feet of retail on the 7-acre site 
located at 1300 El Camino Real 
and Oak Grove Avenue.
 Menlo Park Mayor Ray Muel-
ler has an idea: Why not hold a 
public hearing to compare the 
initiative with the current spe-

cific plan?
 “What I don’t 
want to see hap-
pen is for this to 
devolve into a 
mailer and insult 
war. It could. 
Frankly, (disagree-
ments over devel-
opment projects 
have) in the past.”
 The city could 

hire an independent consultant, 
sooner rather than later, Mr. 
Mueller said, to analyze the 
initiative and then hold a hear-
ing to allow the public as well as 
staff to comment. Since the spe-
cific plan was evaluated through 
a public process for years, the 
initiative should also be studied 
and debated in public prior to a 
city-wide vote.
 “I feel like my job as mayor 
is to make the conversation as 
substantive and as cerebral as 
possible,” he said. “I do think 
right now there’s a genuine dis-
agreement. I’m not critical of 
Save Menlo at all. Their concern 
is understandable.
 “And on the other side, I think 
staff and council who have sup-
ported the plan have worked 
very hard in years of open public 
process and their position is 
understandable as well. I also 
understand the frustration (of 
developers) who have property 
rights. And we will try to resolve 
the issues the best that we can 
in the interests of the city’s resi-
dents, in a manner that is both 
dignified and intelligent.”

City, developers comment 
on proposed initiative

Mayor Ray 
Mueller: Why not 

hold a hearing 
to compare the 
initiative to the 
specific plan?

See INITIATIVE, page 10
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REAL ESTATE TRENDS
by Samia Cullen

I offer complimentary staging when I list your home. Contact me  
at Alain Pinel Realtors (650) 384-5392 or send me an email at scullen@apr.com. 

Follow my blog at samiacullen.com

Early Spring Selling Season
Traditionally early spring has been 

the best time to sell a home. However 
over the last few years we have seen 
new listings coming on the market 
as early as January and scoring high 
prices. 

Last year ended with a historically 
low inventory and many buyers were 
unable to find a home. Therefore 
many buyers are ready to buy now. If 
you’re considering selling your home 
in 2014, now is the time to get ready. 

95% of our local buyers start their 
home search on the Internet. Expe-
rian Marketing Services released 
its monthly most visited real estate 
website rankings for web traffic in 
January. The results are eye popping. 
Web traffic to real estate websites 
was up 25% from December. 

If you’re considering selling and 
your home is not yet on the market, 
then every day you’re missing out on 
thousands of potential buyers view-

ing your home. 
Over the past month mortgage rates 

have declined and rates are currently 
trending back toward 4%. This is a 
significant development for buyers 
and could save buyers hundreds of 
dollars on their monthly payment. 
For many buyers, there is a sense 
of urgency to buy now before prices 
go higher or interest rates return to 
more historically normal levels.

What does that means to the seller?  
It means that the earlier you list your 
home the more interested buyers you 
have on your property, the more of-
fers you have and the more you home 
is going to sell at.

Buyers are ready. Are you?
The spring selling season is already 

in full swing. If you’re planning to 
sell your home in 2014, you need to 
be ready now. Don’t miss out on the 
perfect well qualified buyer because 
you waited too long.

30+ years of   
local knowledge.

Born in  
Menlo Park. 

Raised in  
Atherton.

A Woodside  
resident.

“

“

  “I couldn’t have been 
happier with my choice to use 
Steve in selling my Atherton 
home. I also used him as my 
buyer’s agent for my new home.  
During both processes I  
appreciated his competency, 
communication skills and high 
level of  professionalism.  I highly 
recommend Steve to anyone 
looking to sell or buy.”

Buying or Selling...

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

Spirits were uplifted and 
hearts were broken after the 
tally for Menlo Park Presby-

terian Church’s vote on whether 
to change parent organizations 
came in: 2,024 members in favor, 
158 against.
 If the regional governing body 
now approves the March 2 
vote, the church will switch 
from Presbyterian Church USA 
to ECO: A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians, a 
much smaller, more conserva-
tive denomination launched in 
2012.
 With about 3,400 members 
and a couple thousand more 
people attending weekly ser-
vices, the Menlo Park church 
represents a powerhouse in the 
local community. Changing 
denominations will facilitate 
its plans to add five more cam-
puses in addition to those it has 
in Menlo Park, Mountain View 
and San Mateo.
 While PCUSA holds the titles 
to real estate property used by its 
churches, in ECO, the churches 
own the property. Transferring 
the titles won’t come cheap. 
Menlo Park Presbyterian will 
pay $8.89 million to leave.
 Another difference between 
the two denominations is the 
ease of operating multi-site 
churches, according to Menlo 
Park Presbyterian representa-
tives, something ECO more 
readily accommodates.
 Theological differences also 
factor in to the move, including 
a conflict over PCUSA’s approv-
al of gay clergy in 2011 and 

current debate over whether to 
recognize same-sex marriages, 
according to some members of 
the congregation.
 According to PCUSA’s statis-
tics, it experienced its largest loss 
of membership in five decades 
during the year immediately 
after its constituents voted to 
overturn a ban on gay clergy.
 ECO’s stance on gay clergy is 
difficult to detect, as the organi-
zation didn’t respond to requests 
for comment, and the same goes 
for same-sex marriage. Its web-
site states that members not 

in a heterosexual marriage are 
expected to remain celibate.
 One long-time MPPC member 
who asked to remain anony-
mous described the vote’s out-
come as devastating.
 “(I) can’t quite comprehend 
how I could feel so differently 
than so many people I called my 
friends. It’s the end of a lot of 
friendships, but I’m done with 
Menlo Presbyterian and the 
people who go there,” she said.
 Debra Holvick, another mem-
ber with a long connection to 
the church, had spoken out 
against the change. She said one 
of the Bible’s greatest command-
ments is to love your neighbor as 
you love yourself.
 “My hope is that someday 
MPPC will move from righ-

teousness to love, following 
above all what Jesus himself 
said and commanded of those 
who follow him,” Ms. Holvick 
said. “My prayer is that all God’s 
children, including gays, will 
someday be treated equally.”
 Fifty percent of the total mem-
bership needed to participate in 
the vote and 75 percent of those 
voting had to be in favor, accord-
ing to MPPC Communications 
Director Nicole Laubscher.
 Senior Pastor John Ortberg 
thanked the congregation in 
an letter posted to the church’s 
website after the votes were 
counted.
 “This is a major milestone, 
and not an ending but a begin-
ning,” he wrote. “There’s a 
lot yet to come of what Dallas 
Willard called the unique life 
of spiritual adventure in living 
with God daily — entering fully 
into the good news that Jesus 
has brought, for ourselves, and 
for us as a church.”
 The chair of the PCUSA team 
selected to deal with the pro-
posed change, Tom Conrad, 
said they hadn’t expected “such 
an overwhelming pro-dismissal 
vote.”
 Mr. Conrad, noting the 
church’s public relations cam-
paign had been in overdrive for 
at least two weeks, said his team 
“is just happy that it is over and 
that the congregation has spo-
ken its collective will.”
 He didn’t expect the outcome 
to be reversed once the regional 
governing body, the Presbytery 
of San Francisco, meets next 
week, but suggested the issue 
might prove more contentious 
than one might think. A

Menlo Park church votes
to switch denominations

 Ezekiel Duru, a Menlo Park 
resident and the executive 
sous chef at Facebook, died 
Thursday, Feb. 20, at the age 
of 31.
 Mr. Duru graduated from 
Aragon High School in San 
Mateo in 2000 and took up 
cooking as a line chef at what 
was then the Mark Hopkins 
Hotel in San Francisco, the 
family said. His next stops 
were the California Culi-
nary Academy and Google 
in Mountain View, where he 
managed the kitchen.
 His association with Face-
book began in 2008. At the 
time of his death, he was the 
executive sous chef, accord-
ing the Facebook page for the 

company’s culinary team.
 Mr. Duru is survived by 
his mother Adrienne; his 
father Emmanuel; brother Ste-
ven; and sisters Roberta Silva, 
Chelsea Eichner and Page 
Smith. A memorial service has 
been held.

Randall Mark Feldman
 Randy Feldman of  Menlo 
Park died on Feb. 27, sur-
rounded by his family. He was 
59 years old.
 He was a devoted husband, 
loving father, son, brother 
and uncle. He was a man of 
many talents who could fix 

anything, would help anyone 
and talk to everyone. 
 He was married to Linda 
Feldman for 28 years; father 
to Jessica Lynn and Alison 
Michelle; son to Bernard 
and Ellen Feldman and Mar-
ian Hammer; brother to 
Michael, Daniel, Adam and 
Marshall; and uncle to many 
nieces and nephews. 
 In lieu of f lowers, memorial 
donations may be made in 
his name to: The Firefight-
ers of Southern Nevada Burn 
Foundation, 3111 S. Valley 
View Blvd., Suite B -111, Las 
Vegas, NV 89102; The Lion’s 
Burn Care Center at Univer-
sity Medical Center, 1800 W. 
Charleston Blvd., Las Vegas, 
NV 89102; or to a charity of 
the donor’s choice.

Facebook sous chef dies at 31
 OBITUARIES

Menlo Park 
Presbyterian will pay 

$8.89 million to acquire 
title to property the 

church uses.

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations

3154 Woodside Road Woodside
650.851.1587 

www.wvchurch.org

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. 
with  

Sunday School and Nursery Care

Pastor Mike Harvey 
Rev. Dorothy Straks

WOODSIDE
VILLAGE 
CHURCH

To include your 
Church in 

Inspirations
Please email 
Blanca Yoc at 

byoc@paweekly.com  
or call 

650-223-6596
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Yet the benefits will come with 
costs. The overhead power lines 
would be supported by poles 
with heights ranging from 30 to 
50 feet, according to the report. 
The poles would stand on either 
side of the tracks, about 10 to 
12 feet from the centerline, and 
would be spaced about 200 feet 
from each other (with shorter 
spans between poles on curved 
track sections). Wires would 
stretch across the tracks in a 
cantilever configuration.
 The electric infrastructure 
would also require installation 
of one switching station, which 
controls how power is fed within 
the system; 10 traction power sub-
stations, which convert electricity 
to the voltage  trains use; and six 
paralleling stations, which boost 
power along the system. 
 One paralleling station would 
be in Palo Alto, either near 
Greenmeadow Way and just 
south of Page Mill Road, accord-
ing to the report. But, the report 
notes, such a station would have 
some visual impact. Located in 
a compound that has typical 
dimensions of 40 feet wide and 
80 feet long, the station could be 
partially screened by trees. 
 The Page Mill option would 
also benefit from screening pro-
vided by trees on the Alma Street 
side and from the new four-story 
Park Plaza building on the other 
side, according to the report.
 The environmental analysis 
noted that the Greenmeadow 
Way option would require trees 
to be removed, causing “signifi-
cant” aesthetic impact. Caltrain 
is proposing to compensate by 
installing new “screening vege-
tation” along Alma between the 
roadway and the new station.
 In addition to the electric 
infrastructure, Caltrain plans to 
build safety barriers on dozens 
of existing bridges to prohibit 
access to the Caltrain corridor 
and to prevent objects from 
being thrown off the bridges, 
according to the document. 
These barriers would typically 
be about 6.5 feet above the pave-
ment level and would generally 

be about 40 feet long. Each bar-
rier would feature a black, red 
and white signage that reads: 
“Danger. Live Wire.”
 The 47 bridges identified in 
the report include one bridge in 
Palo Alto (two new walls would 
be built on the San Antonio Road 
overpass) and six in Mountain 
View (Shoreline Boulevard over-
pass; Stevens Creek pedestrian 
crossing; Whisman Road; Route 
85; and Route 237, both east-
bound and westbound).
 While the new infrastructure 
will be going up, hundreds 
and possibly thousands of trees 
would be going down. The report 
estimates that about 2,220 trees 
would be removed for the project 
and another 3,616 pruned. This 
includes 188 trees in Menlo Park, 
177 trees in Palo Alto and 284 in 
Mountain View, which is second 
only to Sunnyvale’s 497.
 The report notes that Caltrain 
is exempt from local regulations 
governing tree removal because 
it is a federally regulated rail car-
rier and thus benefits from an 
exemption in the public utilities 
code. Still, the report lays out a 
strategy to mitigate the loss of 
trees, including locating poles 
and alignments to “minimize 
tree removal and pruning” and 
removing trees “only as necessary 
to provide safety clearance.”
 The project would include a 
creation of a “Tree Avoidance, 
Minimization and Replacement 
Plan,” which would be developed 
in consultation with cities and 
a certified arborist and which 
would consider best practices for 
replacing and protecting trees.
 The report is subject to modifi-
cation based on comments from 
stakeholder communities along 
the corridor. But Caltrain officials 
stressed the importance of releas-
ing the document, which Caltrain 
Executive Director Michael Scan-
lon called “the next step in a criti-
cal partnership between Caltrain 
and the communities we serve.”
 Caltrain will be accepting 
comments on the draft EIR 
until April 29. 
 Go to tinyurl.com/EIR-228 to 
read the draft EIR. A

continued from page 5

Caltrain plan would fell 
trees, add substations

the amended complaint beyond 
asking whether the alleged facts 
are true. And if his license was 
suspended but then re-issued, 
his attorneys asked, does that 
not suggest the state determined 
he was fit to drive only months 
before the 2013 crash?
 Mr. Nelson’s license has since 
been surrendered, the District 

Attorney’s Office said, although 
it’s unclear whether that was 
voluntary or not.
 He graduated from Stanford 
Law School and was licensed to 
practice law from 1957 to 2001, 
according to the California State 
Bar. A team of two attorneys 
from Pedersen Eichenbaum & 
Lauderdale of San Jose and one 
from Dyer & White in Menlo 
Park is representing him in the 
lawsuit. A

LAWSUIT
continued from page 5

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Encinal celebrates India
Encinal Elementary students, from left, Elizabeth Leonard, Sofia Toyos, Irene Vail, Stephen Cheung and 
Addison Parent react as music is added to their Bollywood dance lesson during Cultural Arts Day on Feb. 27.

By Elena Kadvany
Palo Alto Weekly

Voters in the June 3 elec-
tion face a decision on 
whether to approve a 

$300 million bond measure 
for the Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District.
 Culminating a year of public 
outreach aimed at developing a 
vision plan for the district and 
its 62,000 acres of open space, 
the district’s Board of Direc-
tors voted unanimously Feb. 
26 to put the measure on the 
ballot.
 To pass, the bond measure 
must be approved by two-
thirds of the voters in the 
district, which includes south-

ern San Mateo County and 
its coast, western Santa Clara 
County, and a small portion 
of unincorporated Santa Cruz 
County.
 According to the district, the 
bond measure money would 
pay for projects to protect local 
redwood forests; add hiking, 
biking and equestrian trails; 
and restore and conserve water-
sheds and farm land.
 The measure would increase 
local property taxes by $3.18 a 
year per $100,000 of assessed 
value. 
 The district’s public affairs 
manager, Shelly Lewis, said the 
$300 million amount was cho-
sen after hearing from public 

and partner agencies, envi-
ronmental groups, bicyclists, 
walkers, runners and hikers 
about their visions and desires 
for local open spaces. 
 She said there were a total of 
24 opportunities in the past 
year for the public to voice 
opinions on the topic.
 “We’ve heard from the pub-
lic,” she said. “They want more 
access. They want us to be able 
to have the funds to preserve 
land when it becomes avail-
able.”
 She said that 54 percent of 
the land the district oversees is 
open, while 46 percent is not.
 “We want to open that land,” 
she said. “We need the funds to 
do it.”
 Go to tinyurl.com/Open-228 
for more information about the 
bond measure proposal, the 
visioning plan and the 25 pro-
posed projects. A

 Portola Valley resident Chris-
topher B. Berg was sentenced 
Feb. 27 to a year and a day 
in state prison after plead-
ing guilty in January 2013 to 
“willfully failing to file the 
required report of foreign 
bank account,” according to 
federal attorneys.
 He also must serve three years 
of “supervised release,” said 
U.S. Attorney Melinda Haag 
for the Northern District of 
California in a press release.
 Before he was sentenced, he 
paid restitution to the Internal 
Revenue Service of more than 
$250,000 plus a penalty of 

$287,896, she said.
 Mr. Berg, working as a con-
sultant in 2000, set up a secret 
account at the San Francisco 
offices of the Swiss bank UBS 
“to shelter a portion of his con-
sulting income from taxation,” 
prosecutors said.
 Between 2001 and 2005, he 
used wire transfers to make 
deposits of $642,070 in earned 
income at UBS and used that 
money in Europe, including 
for traveling expenses and the 
purchase of a vehicle, prosecu-
tors said.
 Mr. Berg did not inform his 
accountant about the UBS 

account nor did he disclose the 
deposits and income earned 
on those deposits, the fed-
eral attorneys  said. The law 
requires U.S. citizens to dis-
close the existence of foreign 
accounts with assets valued at 
more than $10,000, and any 
interest in or authority over 
such accounts.
 “The tax harm associated with 
(Mr.) Berg’s conduct exceeded 
$250,000,” prosecutors said.
 Investigators from the IRS 
uncovered the details of the 
case, and the prosecutors were 
trial attorneys from the Justice 
Department Tax Division. 

Open space district puts 
bond measure on ballot

PV resident sentenced for tax-evasion



By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

A consensus of the Sequoia 
Union High School Dis-
trict board has agreed to 

put a $265 million bond mea-
sure on the ballot for the June 3 
election.
 The measure, if approved by 
55 percent of the voters, would 
provide money to build new 
classrooms in time for an enroll-
ment surge expected to begin 
with the 2015-16 school year.
 New classrooms are among 
many priorities that include 
additional offices and bath-
rooms, more parking, gyms at 
two schools, and a second set 
of lights for athletic practice on 
each campus.
 Enrollment in the district is 
expected to grow by at least 20 
percent by the 2020-21 school 
year, and the campuses, includ-
ing Menlo-Atherton and Wood-
side high schools, are all but 
built out. M-A is expected to 
bear the brunt of the surge as 
burgeoning enrollments now 
in the Las Lomitas and Menlo 
Park elementary school districts 
move on to high school.
 Another top priority: construc-
tion of two small magnet schools 
of 300 to 400 students each, with 
one located in “the Menlo Park 
area” to relieve pressure on M-A. 
Each small school would need a 
curriculum focus, such as art or 
science, to attract students away 
from the comprehensive schools; 
that matter is now under study.
 The board will consider a 
formal resolution on the June 
election at a special meeting on 
Wednesday, March 5, two days 
shy of the county elections office 
deadline of March 7.

About the tax
 A $265 million measure in the 
Sequoia district would mean 
a property tax hike of $16 per 
$100,000 of assessed value, the 
district says. 
 The bonds would be paid off 
in 30 years, and the total would 
about double — to $530 mil-
lion — with interest payments 
included, a district official said.
 The Sequoia district extends 
from Belmont south to the 
county border and includes 
Atherton, Woodside, Portola 

Valley, Menlo Park, East Palo 
Alto and nearby unincorporated 
communities such as Ladera and 
Los Trancos Woods.
 Since 1996, the district has gone 
to the voters to approve bond 
measures four times for a total of 
$368 million. That total includes 
the 2008 passage of Measure J 
for $165 million. With the pas-
sage of that measure, property 
owners were paying about $30 
per $100,000 of assessed value, a 
Sequoia official said at the time.
 School construction bond mea-
sures avoid the two-thirds major-
ity needed for passage of other tax 
increases in exchange for meeting 
the requirements of state Propo-
sition 39, which include a list of 
projects the money would pay 
for. It is common practice to use 
broad wording in the list to allow 
flexibility as work proceeds.
 Proposition 39 also mandates 
oversight of the spending by a 
citizens committee, including 
representatives from the busi-
ness, senior-citizen, and tax-
payer communities.

Some asymmetry
 Public comment at the board’s 
Feb. 26 meeting split about 
evenly on when to hold the 
election. A June election makes 

the money available sooner, 
but waiting for November gives 
campaigners more time to 
engage the community, poten-
tial volunteers said, adding that 
some voters in the northern part 
of the district are just hearing 
about the enrollment surge.
 Would a June campaign be too 
demanding on volunteers? The 
teams are not yet fully staffed 

for phone banks and walking 
neighborhood blocks, organizer 
Jennifer Webb told the board. 
“You want to make sure those 
jobs are filled,” she said.
 Former board member Don 
Gibson disagreed. Phone banks 
weren’t used in two previous 
bond campaigns, he said. He 
recommended relying on com-
munity leaders to spread the 
word, and added that campaign 
energy is higher in a June elec-
tion and lower among volun-
teers over the summer.
 Other timing factors: the 

advantages of lower turnouts in 
June, and the question of other 
bond measures on the ballot. 
The Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District will have a 
$300 million bond measure on 
the June ballot, but the Novem-
ber ballot may include school 
construction measures from the 
San Mateo County Community 
College District and the state, 
board members said.
 Voters may wonder about the 
proposed list of projects, which 
has an asymmetry about it. M-A 
would get 22 new classrooms 
versus six at Carlmont High, 11 at 
Sequoia High, and 15 at Woodside. 
Distribution of money among the 
schools is similarly uneven.
 “The monies are following 
students,” and the same stan-
dards were used to allocate them, 
Superintendent James Lianides 
told the board. “There is sort of 
a proportionality to it.”
 Voters may still be uninformed 
on those points, critics of a June 
election said. Communication 
and transparency are more impor-
tant than getting funds early, said 
board member Carrie DuBois. “If 
we go in November rather than 
in June, there’s just more time to 
communicate,” she said.
 “No matter what we do,” said 

parent Lucia Tedesco, “we need 
the whole district to support 
this. I don’t think a short delay 
of a few months ... is worth sac-
rificing a thoughtful plan.”
 The district has been trans-
parent on the issues and the staff 
have the experience to “zero in 
on what needs to be done” dur-
ing construction, said board 
member Olivia Martinez. “If we 
don’t go in June, we will not be 
prepared when students appear 
on our doorstep.” A

School district to put $265M bond measure on ballot

March 5, 2014 TheAlmanacOnline.com The Almanac 9

N E W S

Enrollment in the 
district is expected 

to grow by at least 20 
percent by the 2020-21 

school year.

Menlo Park
■ Erika and Eric Bailey, a daughter, 
Jan. 29, Sequoia Hospital.
■ Terra and Jeffrey Anderson, a 
daughter, Feb. 13, Sequoia Hospital.
■ Emily and Chancey Martin, a 
daughter, Feb. 14, Sequoia Hospital.
■ Jennifer and Douglas Hirzel, a 
daughter, Feb. 18, Sequoia Hospital.
■ Laura and Victor Patterson, a 
daughter, Feb. 24, Sequoia Hospital.

 BIRTHS

Discover the best places to eat this week!

A M E R I C A N

Armadillo Willy’s 
941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
www.armadillowillys.com

The Old Pro
326-1446

541 Ramona Street, Palo Alto
www.oldpropa.com

I T A L I A N

Cucina Venti 
254-1120

1390 Pear Ave, Mountain View 
www.cucinaventi.com

C H I N E S E

Ming’s
856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto
www.mings.com

C H I N E S E

New Tung Kee Noodle House
947-8888

520 Showers Drive, Mountain View
www.shopmountainview.com/luunoodlemv

I N D I A N

Janta Indian Restaurant 
462-5903

369 Lytton Ave. 
www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

Read and post reviews, 

explore restaurant menus, 

get hours and 

directions and more at 

ShopPaloAlto, ShopMenloPark 

and ShopMountainView

P E N I N S U L A

powered by

“There’s no place 
like home.”

Matched
CareGivers

When you, or someone 
you care about, 

needs assistance...
you can count on us 

to be there.
We provide Peninsula 

families with top, 
professional caregivers.

Call now 
(650) 839-2273

www.matchedcaregivers.com

www.restorationstudio.com
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For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures and health education resources, 

visit pamf.org/education.

COMMUNITY HEALTH EDUCATION PROGRAMS

MARCH 2014

pamf.org

Are supplements good or bad for you? Will they help prevent 

disease? Can you trust what’s in the bottle? We’ll answer 

these questions and others to help you decide if taking 

vitamin, mineral, amino acid, herbal or botanical supplements 

is best for your health.

MARCH 11, 7 – 8:30 P.M.

DARCIE ELLYNE, M.S., R.D., CDE

PAMF NUTRITION SERVICES

Palo Alto Center

795 El Camino Real

Palo Alto

(650) 853-4873

SUPPLEMENT FACTS AND FICTION

BYE BYE DIAPERS
DR. MARVIN SMALL MEMORIAL PARENT WORKSHOP

DR. TOM MCDONALD MEMORIAL LECTURE SERIES
AT THE PALO ALTO CENTER

PREDIABETES

MARCH 3, 1 – 2:30 P.M.

JUDY FARNSWORTH, R.D., CDE

PAMF NUTRITION SERVICES

Cupertino City 

Senior Center

21251 Stevens Creek Blvd.

Cupertino

(408) 777-3150 Prediabetes – a wake-up call! Registered dietitian, Judy 

Farnsworth, will discuss what prediabetes is and how to 

manage it. Learn small lifestyle changes for making big steps 

toward diabetes prevention.

Mountain View Center

701 E. El Camino Real

Mountain View

(650) 934-7380

MARCH 12, 7 – 8:30 P.M.

HEIDI EMBERLING, M.A.

PARENTSPLACE

This workshop will help you understand how to create an 

environment and adopt an attitude that will guide and 

promote your child’s progress towards using the toilet.

DISASTER MEDICAL RELIEF

MARCH 24, 7 – 8:30 P.M.

ENOCH CHOI, M.D.

PAMF FAMILY MEDICINE

San Carlos Library

610 Elm Street

San Carlos

Call Rhea Bradley at 

(650) 591-0341, ext. 237 Come hear how Enoch Choi, M.D. and your local physicians 

have helped those without medical access, and how you can 

prepare for the inevitable earthquake here in the Bay Area.

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

When the new Belle 
Haven substation 
opens this spring, it 

may come with a larger police 
staff than expected for at least 
three years. 
 Facebook, with headquarters 
located not far from the where 
the substation will open within 
a strip mall at Hamilton Avenue 
and Willow Road, is offering 
to pay the city up  to $200,000 
a year for three years to fund a 
sworn officer position. It will 
also consider renewing the agree-
ment for two years after that.
 The officer’s work would focus 
on schools and kids, with priori-
ties that include responding to 
any school incidents; creating 
programs for first-time juvenile 
offenders as well as truancy 
enforcement; and collaborat-
ing with gang and traffic units, 
according to a city staff report.
 The City Council was sched-
uled to vote on the agreement 
during its March 4 meeting, after 
the Almanac’s press deadline.
 Check Almanacnews.com for 
an update.

Sharon Green
hearing postponed
  A March 4 council hearing 
on whether to allow the large-
scale renovation of an apart-
ment complex, Sharon Green 
at 350 Sharon Park Drive, has 
been postponed at the property 
owner’s request.
 City staff said the site’s owner, 
BRE Properties, asked for more 
time to consider possible design 
changes based on public com-
ments received.
 The Planning Commission 

voted 5-1, with Vince Bressler 
opposed and Henry Riggs 
absent, to allow the project to 
proceed to council for final 
approval of the conditional 
use permit and heritage tree 
removals, although a revised 
site design didn’t adhere to 
recommendations made by the 
Environmental Quality Com-
mission.
 The plan earmarks 42 heritage 
trees for destruction instead. 
Thanks to a plan to plant new 
trees, the property would end up 
with 206 more trees than it has, 
according to the staff report.
 The renovations would add a 
new two-story recreation center 
and a 2,000-square-foot leasing 
office to the 16-acre site, in addi-
tion to making improvements 
throughout the complex, such as 
a new dog park, bocce ball court 
and barbecue courtyard.
 The changes would increase 
building coverage on the site to 
40 percent, which is 10 percent 
over the amount allowed under 
city code.
 BRE has said the improve-
ments are necessary, citing as an 
example the cramped quarters of 
the current leasing office, which 
shares space with the clubhouse, 
fitness center and maintenance 
department. The new leasing 
office would be more visible to 
prospective tenants.
 Challenged by commissioners 
as well as neighbors as to wheth-
er the complex needs such a 
large makeover in light of an 
occupancy rate of about 96 per-
cent, with monthly rents rang-
ing from $2,700 to $5,200, BRE 
countered that tenant turnover 
is also high. A

 He said that personally, he 
thinks there are many benefits 
for the upcoming projects, par-
ticularly Greenheart’s proposal, 
that he was excited about.
 Projects already in the pipeline 
won’t be put on hold until the 
initiative is decided, according 
to City Attorney Bill McClure, 
since there’s no certainty that 
the measure will qualify for the 
ballot, let alone pass. If Save 
Menlo gathers enough signa-
tures, he explained, the council 
can then either adopt the mea-
sure as an ordinance or put it on 
the ballot.
 Still, the move introduces 
uncertainty on the part of devel-
opers worried about securing 
funding. Both the Stanford and 

Greenheart projects wouldn’t 
break ground before November, 
leaving their proposals vulner-
able to changes in the specific 
plan regulations.
 Greenheart representatives 
weren’t available by the Alma-
nac’s deadline to comment on 
the ballot initiative, but had pre-
viously said that small tweaks 
to the specific plan would add 
delays of six months to a year 
and a half. 
 The last two projects approved 
for the parcels Greenheart now 
owns ran out of time as the 
economy nosedived; the com-
pany doesn’t want to see history 
repeat itself.
 “That’s our greatest fear,” 
Greenheart principal Steve 
Pierce had told the Almanac. 
“We have a great market right 
now.” A

Facebook wants to help
police Menlo Park

INITIATIVE
continued from page 6

 BRIEFS
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 Sequoia Hospital has awarded 
$110,000 in grants to a collab-
orative of eight organizations 
that provide services to help 
older adults recuperate at home 
after a hospital stay.
 Among the grants were those 

to Peninsula Volunteers and 
Catholic Charities CYO. The 
Peninsula Volunteers Meals 
on Wheels program provides 
home-delivered meals every 
weekday for at least four 
weeks. 

 Catholic Charities, together 
with Peninsula Volunteers, pro-
vides those living with dementia 
a 10-day introduction to an 
adult day program at Rosener 
House in Menlo Park or San 
Carlos Adult Day Center.

By Barbara Wood
Special to the Almanac

As one of the few rain-
storms of the season 
splattered down out-

side, Portola Valley’s Town 
Council at its Feb. 26 meeting 
voted to form a special com-
mittee to help the town con-
serve water.
 “It’s a huge issue and I think 
it’s going to be an ongoing issue,” 
said Mayor Ann Wengert. 
 She urged that once the ad 
hoc Water Conservation Task 
Force comes up with a plan for 
how the town can save water 
that they also come up with 
a list of other water-related 
issues the town should address 
such as gray water use, capture 
of rain water, and pumping of 

water from wells and creeks.
  “I can certainly see that if 
the fight worsens, meaning 
that there are fewer resources 
available, we may be pulled 
into those issues,” Mayor 
Wengert said.
 The task force will be made 
up of members of the town’s 
sustainability and conservation 
committees and other inter-
ested residents as well as outside 
experts in water conservation. 
 Brandi de Garmeaux, the 
town’s sustainability and spe-
cial projects manager, said the 
Sustainability Committee had 
been concentrated on working 
to make the town more energy 
efficient while also working 
on some water conservation 
projects.

 “The drought increased the 
urgency and brought water 
conservation to the forefront,” 
she said. “This is a perfect 
time to make a meaningful 
impact on the issue.”
 The town will advertise for 
committee members and plans 
to appoint them in March. 
 Included in the tasks the com-
mittee will be asked to under-
take are a community forum on 
water conservation, a list of ways 
residents and businesses can 
save water, updates to the town 
website and recommendations 
on how the town can encourage 
water conservation. 
 The committee’s work is ex-
pected to last about six months, 
but could end up being recon-
stituted at that time or made an 
ongoing town committee.
 The formation of the task 
force and its charter were 
unanimously approved by the 
council. A

Portola Valley forms panel
on water conservation

Sequoia Hospital grants aimed at senior services

By Barbara Wood
Special to the Almanac

Skateboarders will have a 
new place to do their thing, 
possibly as soon as April, 

when a new ramp gets installed 
on the all-sports courts at the 
Portola Valley Town Center.
 The project, which will be a 
year-long trial to see if the town 
wants to put in a bigger ramp, 
garnered unanimous approval 
by the Portola Valley Town 
Council at its Feb. 26 meeting. 
 Community members prom-
ised to donate the $2,500 cost 
of constructing the ramp, with 
the town kicking in another 
$2,200 for modifying the all-
sports court.
 The ramp will be open the 
same dawn-to-dusk hours 
as the court. Users will be 
required to wear a helmet along 
with knee and elbow pads. 
Violators will be fined $30 for 
a first offense, $50 for a second 
offense and $75 for a third 
offense within a year. 

 The temporary ramp is a quar-
ter-pipe ramp, designed by the 
skate park firm Wormhoudt Inc. 
The wood structure will be 8 feet 
long by 10 feet deep and 3 feet 
high, not including the rail. The 
sides and back will be painted 
green to match the sports court, 
while the skating surface will be 
a natural wood color.
 The project has been in works 
since it was requested in 2011 
by local skateboarders and 
their parents.
 Town Council members 
unanimously approved the 
ramp and the regulations that 
go along with it. “It’s a good 
proposal,” said Councilman 
Craig Hughes, with Mayor Ann 
Wengert adding, “I appreciate 
all the work.” 
 The ramp will take up about a 
quarter of one of the three sports 
courts. If the temporary ramp 
proves popular, the town could 
replace it with a larger, perma-
nent half-pipe that would occu-
py an entire court. A

Portola Valley gives green
light to skateboard ramp

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition. 

Go to AlmanacNews.com to sign up. 
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Ken DeLeon
KEN AND HIS TEAM HAVE HAD OVER 

YEARS IN A ROW 

Repka
MANAGING BROKER
DELEON REALTY

WWW.DELEONREALTY.COM
CALBRE# 01903224

M E N L O  P A R K
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Bringing Baby Home   

 

Life After an Eating Disorder  

The Misbehaving Hip: An Approach
to Adolescent & Young Adult Hip Pain

Pediatric Weight Control Program

Call (650) 724-4601 or visit calendar.lpch.org to register or obtain more  
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

Visit us at startstrongbaby.com

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

Sticker shock struck the 
Menlo Park City Council 
after staff acknowledged 

that the projected cost of a city 
hall renovation could reach qua-
druple the amount budgeted.
 Initially the council approved 
$300,000 for the project, which 
would update features such as 
the 15-year-old carpet as well 
as reconfiguring workspace for 
more efficient service.
 After getting the budget 
approved, the city then hired 
a consultant, Group 4 Archi-
tecture, Research + Planning, 
to evaluate how to 
better arrange the 
various departments 
contained within the 
city’s administration 
building. According 
to the staff report 
produced for a Feb. 
25 study session, 
the preferred floor 
plan would regroup 
departments by similarity, such 
as putting the economic devel-
opment office within the finance 
department. Kiosks would be 
added on the first f loor for cus-
tomer self-service. 
 But that renovation plan 
exceeds the budget by about 
$500,000. And if one looked 
only at the staff report, one 
could be forgiven for thinking 
that the resulting total would 
then be $800,000.
 Actually, it’s $1.2 million. 
Although the report discussed 
the need to replace the carpet, 
it neglected to mention that 
the cost wasn’t included in the 
$800,000 budget. New carpet, 
staff told the council, would add 
another $400,000, for a grand 
total of $1.2 million.
 This took some time for the 
council to absorb.
 “How much is carpet going 
to be?” Vice Mayor Cat Carlton 
asked. When staff responded 
with $400,000, she said, “For 
carpet alone?”
 That would be a yes. The price 
tag on the rest of the renovations 
also sparked questions.
 Councilman Rich Cline com-
mented, “Far be it from me to 
micro-manage” but when he 
oversaw similar projects of about 
23,000 square feet, the cost “was 
so much less.” For comparison, 
the size of the administration 
building is about 30,000 square 
feet, according to staff.
 Staff said that the city expects 
to pay “a premium” for the work 
since crews will have to knock 
down walls and complete other 
carpentry tasks during weekend 

or evening hours, given that 
city hall can’t shut down for 
extended periods.
 Mayor Ray Mueller noted that 
city hall is already closed every 
other Friday, while Council-
woman Kirsten Keith asked if 
business functions could be 
housed within a temporary 
building to allow the renova-
tions to proceed during normal 
hours. She also asked whether 
directing people to use comput-
ers at the library located a short 
walk away from the administra-
tion building was a more cost-

effective solution 
than installing new 
kiosks at city hall.
 One plus: The 
money to cover 
the cost of reno-
vation unexpect-
edly became avail-
able when the state 
reallocated a higher 
proportion of prop-

erty taxes to Menlo Park than 
expected, a $1.6 million wind-
fall, Mr. McIntyre said.
 In the end, the preferred 
option got a lukewarm reception 
from the council.
 “Good idea, wrong plan,” Ms. 
Carlton said. The council asked 
staff to return with either more 
options or a greater justification 
of the expense.
 When the Almanac asked City 
Manager Alex McIntyre after 
the meeting why the cost of the 
carpet wasn’t spelled out in the 
staff report, he said, “The carpet 
project is already embedded in 
the Capital Improvement Plan 
approved by the City Council. 
It will happen regardless of any 
remodel.” 
  The Feb. 25 discussion, on the 
other hand, he said, was about 
whether to go ahead with a 
simple city hall remodel within 
the original budget, or proceed 
with the staff-preferred design. 
“How the carpet plays into the 
conversation is recognizing that 
the carpet project will be highly 
disruptive to the City Hall 
operations and since that dis-
ruption is to occur, the once-a-
decade opportunity to address 
long term needs seemed a rea-
sonable conversation to have 
with the Council.” A

Renovating city hall 
may cost $1.2 million

 The Board of Trustees of 
the San Mateo County Com-
munity College District voted 
unanimously Feb. 26 not to 
renew the district’s $34 annu-
al parcel tax, which expires in 
June.  
 Voters approved the tax 
four years ago when the com-
munity colleges, including 
Canada College in Woodside, 
were facing a fiscal crisis 

brought on by years of state 
budget reductions, district 
officials said.
 In addition, there was 
unprecedented demand for 
classes due to the recession 
and widespread unemploy-
ment, said board President 
Karen Schwarz. At one point, 
she noted, there were more 
than 13,000 students on wait 
lists for classes.

 “The parcel tax — the first 
ever for a community col-
lege district in California — 
allowed our colleges to offer 
hundreds of classes to tens of 
thousands of students who 
otherwise wouldn’t have been 
served,” Ms. Schwarz said. 
 Since then, she said, the dis-
trict’s fiscal situation has “sta-
bilized and improved,” owing 
to a stronger economy.

College district won’t renew parcel tax

Initially the 
council 

approved 
$300,000 for 
the project.

 MENLO PARK

LET’S DISCUSS: 
Read the latest local news 
headlines and talk about 
the issues at Town Square 
at AlmanacNews.com

AlmanacNews.com
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Enjoy the ride.Name: Rudi Wever

Position: Sales

Last Book Read: The Art 
of Racing in the Rain

Last Movie: The Icemen

Last Ride: Highway 9, across 
Skyline Blvd., down Page Mill Rd, 
and into work.

Favorite Epic Ride: Mt. Revard via 
Chambery to Aix-les-Bains... amazing!

Bike: LeMond Tete de Course

171 University Ave., Palo Alto    650.328.7411    www.paloaltobicycles.com    Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10am - 7pm, Sat. 10am - 6pm, Sun. 11am - 5pm

Aix-les-Bains Mt. Revard

 A memorial service was held 
recently at St. Denis Parish in 
Menlo Park for Mary Catherine 
Cunha, a longtime resident of 
Menlo Park, who died Feb. 14 
after a short illness. She was 87. 
 Born in South Dartmouth, 
Massachusetts, in 1926 and raised 
in New Bed-
ford, she moved 
to California in 
1950 with her 
husband Bill 
Cunha, a Menlo 
Park firefighter 
to whom she 
was married for 
60 years.
 She worked 
at Stanford’s Student Health 
Services as an administrative 
assistant for nearly 17 years.
  A parishioner at St. Denis Par-
ish in Menlo Park, she was known 
as a fun-loving woman with a 
quick wit and as a maker of a 
mean kale soup, family said.
 She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Susan, Cathy and Cindy; 
a brother, Joe Santos; and six 
grandchildren.

Margaret B. Johnston
 Margaret Babineau Johnston, 
a resident of Atherton for more 
than 40 years, died Jan 15 at the 
age of 80.
 Ms. Johnston was born in Niag-
ara Falls, Ontario, Canada. The 
family moved to New Brunswick, 
Canada, where she went to school 
and graduated from high school. 
Returning to Niagara Falls, she 
lived there for several years before 
moving to Deep River in Quebec, 
where she worked at the Canadian 
Atomic Energy Commission.
 In 1960, Margaret immigrated 
to Sacramento, where she met 
and married Ted Yates Johnston. 
The family lived in Sacramento 
until 1969 when they moved to 
Menlo Park. Two years later, 
they moved to Atherton.
 Ms. Johnston worked for 
many years at the California 
State Employment Develop-
ment Department in Palo Alto 

and San Mateo.
 After retiring, she became 
very involved with the Ather-
lons social club and served as its 
president for two years. The con-
summate hostess, Ms. Johnston 
enjoyed time with friends and 
family and hosted many dinners, 
lunches, wine tastings, Oscar 
parties, and other celebrations in 
her home, say family members.
 She is survived by her daugh-
ter Pamela Louise Johnston of 
Pasadena. Her husband, Ted 
Yates Johnston, died in 2010.

Frank J. Carney
 A celebration of the life of 
Francis (Frank) J. Carney, a 
longtime resident of Menlo Park 
who died Feb. 17 after a brief ill-
ness, will be held Sunday, March 
30, in Palo Alto. He was 73.
 The celebration will begin 
at 2:30 p.m. at the Lucie Stern 
Community Center, 1305 Mid-
dlefield Road.
 Born in Queens, New York, he 
graduated from Iona College in 
1962 and served six years in the 
Navy. He worked as a probation 
officer and family court media-
tor for San Mateo County. 
 He was actively involved in 
many community projects, the 
family said.
 Survivors include his wife 
Margaret; sons, Patrick and 
Kevin; and four grandchildren. 
 Donations may be made to 
JW Hospitality House, 3850 
Homestead Road, Santa Clara, 
CA 95051. 

Gary Entwistle
 Gary Entwistle, who was gen-
eral manager of Roger Reynolds 
Nursery & Carriage Stop in 
Menlo Park for more than 10 
years, died on Jan. 18.
 Mr. Entwistle was a founding 
member of the board of direc-
tors for Hometown Peninsula, 

Mary Catherine Cunha, 87

Mary Catherine 
Cunha

 OBITUARIES

Support 
The Almanac’s print 
and online coverage 
of our community.

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/Almanac
Continued on next page



which supports local indepen-
dent businesses.
 In an email to the Almanac, 
his friends Steven Eichler, Clark 
Kepler and Steve Rasmussen 
said: 
 “Though his residence was in 
Sequim, Washington, and Fanny 
Bay, British Columbia, Gary was 
constantly traveling throughout 
the United States, and always 
liked the San Francisco Bay Area 
as his home base.
 “Gary could always be count-
ed on to be the wise man at the 
table. His wealth of experience, 
history, and knowledge on many 
subjects was deeply respected in 
many circles.
 “We have lost a good friend 
who will be dearly missed.” 

Salwa Jurdak Nawas
 Salwa Jurdak Nawas died Feb. 
5 at the age of 86. A native of 
Beirut, Lebanon, she had been a 
resident of Atherton since 1992.
 Ms. Nawas  graduated from 
the American University of 
Beirut and served as a profes-
sor in history, political science 
and economics at the Beirut 
College for Women in 1949. She 
was a strong advocate for the 
education of women in the Arab 
world, say family members.
 In 1953 she met Yousef Nawas, 
founder of Nawas Tourist Com-
pany. The next year they mar-
ried and she joined her husband 
in building the Nawas Tourist 
Company into one of the most 
prominent travel agencies in 
the Middle East, with 21 offices 
around the world.
 Ms. Nawas moved to the Unit-

ed States in 1976. After moving 
to Atherton, she continued to 
work at Nawas International 
Travel in Menlo Park.
 She is survived by her children 
Sulayman, Samira and Sami 

Nawas, all of Atherton; sister 
Salma Mansur Jurdak of Wash-
ington, D.C.; and six grandchil-
dren. The family prefers memo-
rial donations to Stanford Hos-
pital (stanfordhospital.org.)
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Jane Cobb Langhorne, 95, 
a resident of The Manor in 
Carmel Valley, died on February 
4, 2014, having suffered a stroke 
two days earlier. 

Born in Philadelphia on 
April 14, 1918, she was the 
only child of Emily Ruth Terry 
and Henry Quigg Cobb. Her 
parents divorced, after which 
she moved with her mother to 
Greenhill Farm in Overbrook, 
on the Pennsylvania Main 
Line. There she attended Friends Central School, and 
graduated from the Harcum School in 1937. She went on 
to study chemistry at the University of Pennsylvania, but 
left the university after two years to marry jazz musician 
Andrew P. Skillern. That marriage ended tragically a year 
later with his death from an accidental fall.

Moving to Clewiston, Florida, she worked at the Blood 
Bank as a Medical Technician and an assistant to Dr. 
Strumia in developing the freeze drying of plasma. She 
also acquired her pilot’s license. Through aviation, she met 
William Keene Langhorne of Charlottesville, Virginia, who 
was serving as a flight instructor for Royal Air Force cadets. 
They were married in 1943 and lived first in Miami, where 
Jane Langhorne gave birth to her two eldest daughters, then 
to Brazil where her youngest daughter was born. 

Keene Langhorne’s work as a pilot and later Captain for Pan 
American World Airways gave the couple the opportunity 
to travel widely and live abroad for extended periods. 
Establishing a home base in Atherton, California, they also 
lived in Germany and Hong Kong. While in Atherton she 
was a founding member of the Menlo-Atherton League of 
Women Voters and the Committee for Foreign Students at 
Stanford University. She also studied psychology at Stanford 
and San Jose State University. While in Hong Kong she 
studied Acupuncture and became adept at painting in the 
traditional Chinese manner.

Avid skiers, she and Keene began visiting Sun Valley in 
1960 and established a second residence there in 1969. She 
last competed in the Bradford Slalom Cup in 1998, where 
she took first place in her age group. Combining culture with 
her love of skiing, she was instrumental in bringing opera to 
the Sun Valley Opera House. 

When their children had all left home, the Langhornes 
moved to Portola Valley, where Jane continued to tend a 
large garden and pursued her various cultural, social, and 
political interests. Following Keene’s death in 2000, she 
moved to Carmel, where she volunteered at the Community 
Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula. She met her partner 
of 11 years, Alonzo Parsons. Together they shared family 
gatherings with not only her birth daughters but also his 
daughters: Jody Parsons, Susan Parsons, and Julie Meinike 
who graciously took her into their family.

Jane Langhorne will long be remembered for her timeless 
beauty, unending curiosity and immense vitality.

She is survived by her daughters Terry Morawitz of Half 
Moon Bay, CA; Dana Howell (Gregory) of Ketchum, Idaho; 
and Julie Langhorne (Peter Schlenzka) of Tahoe City, CA, 
as well as grandchildren Werner Morawitz (Laura) of 
Ketchum, ID; Dana Morawitz of Marin, CA; Emily Howell 
Thomsen (Ian) of Missoula, Montana; Alexander Schlenzka 
of San Francisco, CA; Priya Schlenzka of Charleston, South 
Carolina; and great-grandchildren Keene Morawitz, Peter 
Morawitz, Audrey Morawitz, and Elsie Thomsen.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to  
www.populationconnection.org (formerly Zero Population 
Growth).

Condolences may be sent to Langhorne, 191 Del Mesa 
Carmel, Carmel, CA 93923.

A memorial service will be celebrated on April 12, 2014, at 
3pm at The Manor, 8545 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel.  

Jane Cobb Langhome

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Connie Barthold, age 78, passed 
away on February 11, 2014. Connie 
was born May 18, 1935 in Los An-
geles, California, a second genera-
tion Californian with roots reach-
ing back to first European arrivers 
in the United States. 

She grew up in Davis, Califor-
nia, attended the University of 
Oregon in Eugene, where she was 
a member of the Tri Delta soror-
ity. She married and left college to 
start her family, whom she raised 
as a single mother in Woodside, CA. 

Connie graduated from the San Jose State University, and 
went on to have a career in recipe development with the Cali-
fornia Cling Peach, Avocado, and Olive advisory boards. 

After the passing of her second husband, Howard J Ringold, 
Connie slipped on a rug at a dinner party and was caught in 
the arms of Edward Barthold, who married, adored, and cher-
ished her for over 25 years of very happy marriage. 

Connie never met a person who was not her friend. She 
drank 2 Pepsis a day, was an avid reader, loved a good party, 
and spent her time divided between her homes in Atherton 
and Lake Tahoe, as well as traveling the Earth. 

Connie is survived by her husband, Edward Barthold, her 
children Christine Ryland (David), Leslie Stepp (Mark), James 
Stutsman, and Holly Sichel (Rodney), as well as her step-chil-
dren Gordon Ringold (Tanya), and Jeffery David Ringold; her 
sisters Martha Shelp and Ann Boulware; eleven grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. 

In lieu of donations, it was Connie’s wish that you surprise a 
friend with an unexpected gift.

(Constance) Connie Barthold
May 18, 1935-February 11, 2014

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Francis (Frank) J. Carney died on February 
17, 2014, following a brief illness. Frank was born 
October 26, 1940, in Queens, New York. 

A graduate of Iona College in 1962, he served 
six years in the Navy. Frank received a Masters in 
Sociology from the New School for Social Research 
in NYC. He worked as a probation officer and 
Family Court mediator for San Mateo County. 

A long-term resident of Menlo Park, Frank was 
actively involved in many community projects. 

He is survived by his spouse, Margaret; sons, 
Patrick (Juliette) and Kevin (Anne); and four 
grandchildren. 

Friends and Family are invited to a Celebration of 
his Life on Sunday, March 30, 2014, at 2:30 p.m. at 
the Lucie Stern Community Center in Palo Alto. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to JW 
Hospitality House, 3850 Homestead Road, Santa 
Clara, CA 95051. 

Frank J. Carney
October 26, 1940-February 17, 2014

Sculpture tours 
at Djerassi 
Artists Program
 The Djerassi Resident Art-
ists Program’s annual sculpture 
tours will again be available to 
the public from April through 
November.
 The walking tours of the 583-
acre facility in Woodside include 
a selection of the 117 sculptures 
created on the property by resi-
dent artists.
 There will be six director’s 
tours ($50 per person) led by 
executive director Margot H. 
Knight and 12 two-mile tours 
(free of charge). The tours begin 
at 10 a.m. Advance reservations 
are required.
 A sunset hike director’s tour 
will be held Thursday, June 19. 
Tickets will be $60. The hike 
will end with a viewing of the 
sunset from the Artists’ Barn 
with wine and cheese.
 Go to djerassi.org for more 
information. Reservations must 
be made online.

Continued from previous page 



By Jane Knoerle
Almanac Lifestyles Editor

The Artisan Shop, which 
first opened at Allied Arts 
Guild in 2006, has a sunny 

new location.
 It is now housed in the Milono 
Building, better known as the 
former Wick Candle Shop in 
Allied Art Guild in Menlo Park. 
Large windows open onto the 
guild’s famed Blue Garden and 
Rose Allee. “We love the view,” 
says shop director Laurel Trask.
 The shop, operated by volun-
teers with the Allied Arts Aux-
iliary, features many hand-
made, one-of-a-kind items. 
Jewelry by California artists is 
on display, as well as the work 
of artists in ceramics, glass, 
designer clothing, needlework 
and more.
 Elegant donated vintage items, 
in china, crystal, and silver are 
displayed in handsome hutch 
cabinets from the former Tradi-
tional Shop.

 “We really have something 
for everyone,” said auxiliary 
member Tita Koloszu when the 
shop opened in 2006. Spring-
time shoppers will find colorful 
cards, trays and paper products. 
Easter goodies include charm-
ing faux “Limoge” Peter Rabbits 
selling for $10 each.
 The baby boutique features 
pink or blue baby blankets, 
accompanied by a soft-cover 
book “B is My Blanket” by 
Tammy Gerber and illustrated 
by Louise DeDera ($24). A plush 
clown holding a cupcake with 
a birthday candle sings “Happy 
Birthday” ($23.75). New mothers 
would also cherish a hand-made 
quilt or unique baby jacket.
 The Artisan Shop is open 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday.
  The shop’s proceeds benefit 
Lucile Salter Packard Hospital, 
as do proceeds from the entire 
Guild operation. Allied Arts 
Guild is located at 75 Arbor 
Road in Menlo Park. A
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Classic Vintage Oaks

 

 

Offered at $3,195,000

Artisan Shop has 
new home at Allied 
Arts Guild grounds

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

The Artisan Shop is operated by volunteers with the Allied Arts Auxiliary. 
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Count on Pathways to keep it that way.

1.888.755.7855           
pathwayshealth.org

Home Health
Hospice
Private Duty

 

 

Most classes are held at the award-winning Harrell Remodeling Design Center and all are taught by industry experts. Our class topics are 
designed to share our experience and knowledge of the remodeling and design process. We will provide you with the educational tools you 
need to get started on your successful remodel or custom home project.

 Learn about the permit and planning process before you get started.

 Gain some “color courage” and learn how your home’s paint 
palette can transform even the smallest spaces, inspire and 
energize, soothe and calm or simply transform the ordinary into 
extraordinary. 

 Get answers you need about design, space planning and learn a few 
secrets to create a home that fits your lifestyle, today and everyday.  

 Get excited about your home remodel as our designers take you 
through a journey of ideas, photos, materials and product options 
available to transform your home today!

Trends in Design 
SATURDAY, MARCH 22
9:30-11:30am Registration & light breakfast at 9:15am.

Seating is limited. Register Today!
Go online or call us at 650.230.2900

1954 Old Middlefield Road, Mountain View, CA 94043 

harrell-remodeling.com

We never forget it’s your home®

SILICON VALLEY’S  
ULTIMATE REMODELING  
DESIGN WORKSHOPS

License B479799
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

TOWN OF ATHERTON
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

2014 SPRING PATCHING PROJECT
PROJECT NO. 56057

Notice is hereby given that SEALED BIDS will be received at the offi ce of the City Clerk, 91 Ashfi eld Road, 
Atherton, California 94027, until 3:00 p.m. MARCH 26, 2014, at which time they will be publicly opened and 
read, for performing the following work:

Grind and replace approximately 16,500 square feet of asphalt to a six-inch depth. This work to 
include all necessary traffi c control and will involve grinding, sweeping, tack coating, replacing asphalt 
to appropriate depth in an appropriate number of lifts and fi nish rolling per Town of Atherton Standard 
specifi cations (see below) and special provisions included in this document. Some hand work around 
utility access hole covers will be necessary (special provision #107).  

The Engineer’s Estimate for the project is: $100,000

Per Section 6.01 of the Town of Atherton’s Standard Specifi cations, the General Contractor shall perform, 
with his own organization, work of a value amounting to not less than 50% of the total contract, excluding 
specialty items as indicated on the bid schedule.

Bids must be for the entire work, and shall be submitted in sealed envelopes clearly marked: “Bid of 
(Contractor) for 2014 SPRING PATCHING PROJECT, Project No. 56057”, along with date and time of bid 
opening.

Plans and specifi cations may be obtained at the Town of Atherton’s website at http://www.ci.atherton.
ca.us/index.aspx?NID=331 under Bid Posting at no cost. Additional important information is contained 
in Town of Atherton Standard Specifi cations, which are available on line at http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/
DocumentCenter/View/285 Contractor shall be responsible for any addendums that may be posted on the 
Town’s website.  No Planholders list shall be available.

Bids must be accompanied by a bid security in the form of cash, a cashier’s or certifi ed check or bid bond 
for not less than ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid, as a guarantee that the bidder, if awarded the 
Contract, will fulfi ll the terms of the bid. 

The Town of Atherton, The City, reserves the right to reject any or all bids; to make any awards or any 
rejections in what it alone considers to be in the best interest of the City, and waive any informalities or 
irregularities in the bids.  The contract will be awarded, if at all, to the responsible bidder that submits the 
lowest responsive bid.  [NOTE: If there are alternates in the bid, the City will need to state how the low 
bid will be determined, as required by PCC 20103.8.]  

Bidders are hereby notifi ed that, pursuant to California Civil Code Sections 3247 and 3248 and Standard 
Specifi cations Section 3.02, the successful bidder will be required to provide payment and performance 
bonds in the amounts of 100% of the contract price.

Bidders are hereby notifi ed that provisions of California Labor Code regarding prevailing wages and 
apprentices are applicable to the work to be performed under this contract. Pursuant to Section 1773 et 
seq. the general prevailing wage rates have been determined by the Director of the California Department 
of Industrial Relations and appear in the California Prevailing Wage Rates. Copies are on fi le at the offi ce of 
the City Engineer and are available to interested parties upon request. The successful bidder shall post a 
copy of the wage rates at the job site.

The Contractor may elect to receive 100 percent of payments due under the contract, without retention of any 
portion of the payment by the Town of Atherton, by depositing securities of equivalent value to the retention 
amount in accordance with the provisions of Section 22300 of the California Public Contract Code.

All bidders shall be licensed under the provisions of the Business and Professions Code to do the type of 
work contemplated in the project.  The City has determined that the Contractor shall possess a valid Class 
A license at the time the bid is submitted.  Failure to possess the specifi ed license shall render the bid non-
responsive.

Each bidder shall submit with this bid a statement setting forth his/her/its experience and qualifi cations. The 
statement shall be made on the forms provided by the Town and must accompany each bid. The three lowest 
bidders will be required to submit subcontractor’s experience and qualifi cations statements within 48 hours 
of the bid opening, on forms provided by the Town. 

By submitting a bid in response to this advertisement for bids, the bidder shall be conclusively deemed to 
have read, understood and agreed with all of the information and materials contained in the bid documents, 
including but not limited to the construction contract, the standard specifi cations, the special provisions, the 
required nature and amount of insurance and the documentation evidencing said insurance.

Any questions regarding the project should be directed to David Huynh, Project Engineer, telephone: (650) 
752-0555 or by written Requests for Information (RFI) to: Public Works Department, 91 Ashfi eld Road, 
Atherton, CA 94027, no later than ten (10) business days before bid opening. RFIs may be emailed to 
dhuynh@ci.atherton.ca.us or faxed to (650) 688-6539.  Responses shall be posted on the Town’s website 
no later than fi ve (5) days prior to bid opening.

By: ________________________________________
Gordon Siebert, P.E., City Engineer

Date: ______________________________________

 Encinal Elementary School in 
Atherton hosted the Menlo Park 
City School District’s inaugural 
elementary school debate tour-
nament Saturday and Sunday, 
March 1-2.
 Approximately 130 students 
from Encinal, Laurel and Oak 
Knoll schools participated in the 
parliamentary-style event.
 The tournament involved 
teams of two children who 
debated on behalf of the “gov-
ernment” or the “opposition” 
for several rounds, according to 
parent-vounteer Samira Parekh 
Jones. Each round was assigned 
a debate topic and children 
received 15 minutes to prepare 
their presentations to a panel of 
three to five judges.
 The event caps a year-long 

program in the Menlo Park City 
School District to teach all third-
grade students debate skills and 
techniques, said Brier Buchalter, 
the program’s lead instructor. 
The program is intended to help 
students develop skills required 
by the introduction of Common 
Core standards, he said. 
 “Students now have to per-
suade others with strong argu-
ments and also defend their 
opinions,” said Laurel Principal 
Linda Creighton in a press 
release for the tournament. 
 “Debate helps students at this 
young age harness these skills in 
many ways,” says Encinal Prin-
cipal Sharon Burns. “They learn 
to communicate clearly and 
effectively, as well as to think 
creatively to solve problems.” 

Encinal hosts elementary 
school debate tournament

This information is from the San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office and the Menlo 
Park Police Department.

LADERA

Theft report: A four-carat diamond-
and-platinum ring and a billfold con-
taining $1,000 in $100 bills were stolen 
from a La Mesa Drive home. Feb. 24.

WEST MENLO PARK

Theft report: A pink Prada purse, 
total value of $700, was stolen from an 
unlocked vehicle parked in the vicinity 
of Sand Hill Road. The suspect, last 
seen on foot heading east on Sand Hill, 
is a white male in his late teens or early 
20s and about 5 feet tall. Feb. 19.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Auto burglary report: Someone 
broke into a vehicle parked in the 3000 
block of Alpine Road and stole a small 
tool case. Feb. 20.

MENLO PARK

Commercial burglary reports:

■ Someone stole tools from two locked 
boxes at a residential construction site 
on McKendry Drive. The report did not 
put a value on the loss. Feb. 24.

■ Police arrested and booked into 
county jail an East Palo Alto man sus-
pected of stealing $15 worth of food 
from the Safeway supermarket at 525 
El Camino Real. Feb. 27.

Auto burglary reports:

■ Two vehicles parked on Constitution 
Drive were found with passenger-side 
windows smashed. From one of the 
vehicles, someone stole a gym bag 
and the workout clothes inside it, a 
value of $235. From the other, the 
stolen items were a makeup bag and 
cosmetics, a $55 value. Feb. 25.

■ Someone stole a wallet from the 
center console of an unlocked vehicle 
parked in the 1600 block of Marsh 
Road. The total loss of $39 included 
$15 in cash. Feb. 25.

Theft reports:

■ Three drills, drill bits, a reciprocating 
saw and an extension cord, with a total 
value about $1,650, were stolen from a 
locked chest inside a locked fence at a 
residential construction site on Sunset 

Lane. Feb. 27.

■ Two bicycles were stolen from apart-

ments on Florence Lane. A $1,300 

bike had been unlocked and in parked 

near the front door of an apartment. 

The other had a value of $700 and 

had been locked up at the back of an 

apartment. Feb. 24 and 26.

■ A $500 bike locked and parked in 

the side yard of a home on Oak Grove 

Avenue was stolen after someone cut 

the lock. Feb. 25.

■ Someone made $373 in unauthor-

ized purchases using the credit card of 

a resident of Santa Margarita Avenue. 

Feb. 22.

■ A $300 unlocked bike was stolen 

from the backyard of a home on East 

Creek Drive. Feb. 24.

■ Two packages of clothing, with a 

total value of $150, were stolen from 

the front doorstep of a home on White 

Oak Drive. Feb. 24.

■ A package of LED lights worth $120 

were stolen from the front porch of a 

residence on Woodland Drive. Feb. 26.

■ An envelope containing three 

swatches of fabric worth $21 were 

stolen from the mailbox of a resident of 

Bay Laurel Drive. Feb. 25.

Fraud reports:

■ A man cashed a forged check for 

$747 from a business in the 2800 block 

of Sand Hill Road. Feb. 24.

■ Police arrested a Redwood City man 

on identity-theft charges in the 1000 

block of Marsh Road. He was found in 

possession of a fraudulently obtained 

debit card, a cell phone, personal 

information about someone other than 

himself, and copies of tax returns and 

loan applications from “many other 

people.” Feb. 25.

Hit and run with injury report: A 

driver stopped at the intersection of 

Bayfront Expressway and Marsh Road 

complained of pain after having been 

rear-ended by another driver traveling 

at about 15 mph. The driver of the col-

liding vehicle pulled over initially, but 

then fled the scene. Feb. 27.

 POLICE CALLS
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~92 ACRES IN WOODSIDE   FloodEstate.com  
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WEST ATHERTON     www.351stockbridge.com
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Local voters will have two important decisions before them in 
the June 3 election when they will be asked to approve bond 
issues worth more than a half-billion dollars for the Sequoia 

Union High School District ($265 million) and the Midpeninsula 
Regional Open Space District ($300 million).
 Many residents are familiar with the high school district bond 
issue, which has been the subject of numerous meetings in Ather-
ton, Woodside, East Palo Alto and Redwood City about how the 
district can cope with the huge enrollment bubble that is proceeding 
through elementary and middle schools.
 Just last week a consensus of Sequoia district trustees agreed to go 
ahead and place a $265 million bond measure on the June ballot to 
pay for additional classroom space at all four of its high schools — 
Menlo-Atherton, Woodside, Sequoia in Redwood 
City and Carlmont, which serves students from San 
Carlos and Belmont, and Redwood High continua-
tion school. The trustees plan to make the decision 
formal with a vote this week. 
 To pass, the bond measure would need the 
approval of 55 percent of the voters  and would cost property owners 
$16 per $100,000 of assessed valuation. This means a home assessed 
at $1 million would pay $160 a year in annual property taxes.
 In addition to the classrooms, the Sequoia district bonds would 
pay for two small “magnet” schools that officials say will accom-
modate about 400 students each. One may be located in the Menlo 
Park area. We urge the district to provide more detail on its plans 
before the June 3 election.  
 Voters may not be as familiar with the needs of the Midpeninsula 
Regional Open Space District, which is seeking $300 million to “expand, 
enhance and connect regional trails and open space areas, preserve open 
space and complete restoration areas.” This massive bond issue would 
require two-thirds approval and cost property owners $3.18 per $100,000 

of assessed valuation, or $31.18 for a home assessed at $1 million. 
 Since the high school and open space districts cover such a wide 
area, and the tax burden is spread among thousands of households, 
the cost per taxpayer is relatively low.
 The Almanac will take a deeper look at each bond measure, 
including a $13.5 million bond measure for Woodside Elementary 
School that’s also on the ballot, in an editorial about a month before 
the election. In our opinion, the Sequoia district has a persuasive 
argument. Like all public schools, it must open its doors to every 
high school-age student who lives within its boundaries. The need 
for additional high school classrooms is made evident by simply 
counting the number of middle school students who will be eligible 
for ninth grade in a few years.

   Much of this huge enrollment growth is caused 
by retiring “Baby Boomers” selling their homes to 
younger residents who are raising young families 
and sending a lot more children to school. 
   It will take an entirely different story to sell con-
stituents of the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space 

District in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties on the need for $300 
million to finance improvements in hiking, biking and equestrian trails, 
and to restore and conserve watersheds and farm land. We believe every-
one can agree that the district has done an incredible job to protect and 
enhance the magnificent open space we see when we travel on Interstate 
280 and Highways 84 and 92 that snake through the Coastal Range to 
Skyline Drive. 
 There are 62,000 acres of open space and redwood forests in 26 preserves 
that offer breathtaking views of the coast as well as access to hundreds of 
trails administered by the district that are open to the public. It will be 
a challenge to convince two-thirds of voters to approve the $300 million 
bond issue, but residents who want to see these areas cared for and pre-
served should have no hesitation about voting yes on this bond issue.

Major bond issues face voters in June

Disappointed in
Presbyterian vote
Editor:
 Menlo Park Presbyterian 
Church’s congressional vote Sun-
day left me with the sad decision 
to resign my membership with the 
church after more than 30 years.
 I joined the church in the 
early 1980s and my husband 
and I raised our three children 
at MPPC. I have always been 
inspired by the teaching and 
proud of being a part of a church 
where women played key leader-
ship and teaching roles.
 The decision of the congregation 
to join ECO: A Covenant Order of 
Evangelical Presbyterians (ECO) 
is a decision to embrace all of 
ECO’s tenets. Among these tenets 
is: “Chastity in thought and deed, 
being faithful within the covenant 
of marriage between a man and a 
woman as established by God at 
the creation or embracing a celi-
bate life as established by Jesus 
in the new covenant,” emphasis 
added.
 While I debated the value of 
remaining a member and work-
ing to influence from within the 
organization, I decided that to do 

so would implicitly condone the 
practice of a church that will not 
treat all people with equal dignity 
by neither allowing gay Christian 
couples to be married nor a mar-
ried gay Christian man or woman 
to be ordained within the church.
 I know there were many rea-
sons MPPC’s leadership and its 
congregation believed that this 

was the right course for a truly 
dynamic and unique church, 
and I am focusing on just a few 
words of ECO’s numerous tenets 
which in total comprise several 
pages of its constitution. 
 However, if we have learned 
anything from our country’s his-
tory and the present day persecu-
tion taking place in other coun-

tries based on one’s gender, sexual 
orientation or religious belief, we 
must speak out for racial equal-
ity, gender equality and sexual 
orientation equality. To remain 
silent would not, I believe, be what 
my Lord, Jesus Christ, would have 
done when he walked among us.

Kate Rundle
Woodland Avenue,  Menlo Park

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES FROM PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY. EDITED BY TOM GIBBONEY

Atherton Heritage Association

Our Regional Heritage
Artist Jean Groberg drew her view of the tank house in Holbrook-Palmer Park. Atherton formally accepted 
the bequest of the 22-acre park from Olive Holbrook Palmer in 1964.
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The opinion of The Almanac

LETTERS
Our readers write

Viewpoint

All views must include a home address 
and contact phone number. Published 
letters will also appear on the web site, 
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and 
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

Town Square forum
  Post your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.TheAlmanacOnline.
com

Email   your views to: 
letters@almanacnews.com
and note this it is a letter 
to the editor in the subject 
line.

Mail   or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac, 
3525 Alameda de las Pul-
gas, Menlo Park, CA 94025.

Call   the Viewpoint desk at 
223-6507.

Serving Menlo Park, 

Atherton, Portola Valley, 

and Woodside for 47 years.

 ■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

Published every Wednesday at 
3525 Alameda De Las Pulgas, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

Newsroom: (650) 223-6525
Newsroom Fax: (650) 223-7525

Advertising: (650) 854-2626 
Advertising Fax: (650) 223-7570

Email news and photos with captions to: 
Editor@AlmanacNews.com

Email letters to:
letters@AlmanacNews.com

The Almanac, established in October 1965, is 
delivered each week to residents of Menlo Park, 
Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside and adja-
cent unincorporated areas of southern San Mateo 
County. The Almanac is qualified by decree of the 
Superior Court of San Mateo County to publish 
public notices of a governmental and legal nature, 
as stated in Decree No. 147530, issued December 
21, 1969. ©2014 by Embarcadero Media Company. 
All rights reserved.

Subscriptions are $60 for one year and $100 for 
two years.

EDITOR & PUBLISHER

Tom Gibboney (223-6507)

NEWSROOM

Managing Editor 
Richard Hine (223-6525)

News Editor 
Renee Batti (223-6582)

Lifestyles Editor 
Jane Knoerle (223-6531)

Staff Writers 
Dave Boyce (223-6527), 
Sandy Brundage (223-6529)

Contributors 
Marjorie Mader, Barbara Wood, Kate Daly

Special Sections Editor 
Carol Blitzer 

Photographer  Michelle Le (223-6530)

DESIGN & PRODUCTION

Design Director 
Shannon Corey (223-6560)

Assistant Design Director Lili Cao

Designers Linda Atilano, Rosanna Leung, 
Paul Llewellyn, Kameron Sawyer

ADVERTISING

Vice President Sales and Marketing
Tom Zahiralis (223-6570)

Display Advertising Sales 
Wendy Suzuki  (223-6569)

Real Estate Manager 
Neal Fine (223-6583)

Real Estate & Advertising Coordinator 
Diane Martin (223-6584)

Legal Advertising  
Alicia Santillan (223-6578)



March 5, 2014 TheAlmanacOnline.com The Almanac 23

V I E W P O I N T

This opinion was sent to the 
San Francisquito Creek Joint 
Powers Authority staff follow-
ing the recent hearing.
 I am a San Francisquito 
Creek resident, writing to 
express my opinion about the 
several options being consid-
ered now for mitigating flood 
risks in my neighborhood.
 I’ve lived right on 
the creek for more 
than 20 years, seen 
the f looding, and 
seen the benefit of 
the basic mitiga-
tions (large-scale 
debris removal) put 
in place 17 or so 
years ago after sev-
eral of our neigh-
bors had the creek 
run right through 
their homes. So I believe 
that I am aware of risk, feel it 
personally, and have stake in 
f lood threats, risks, costs and 
benefits.
 Also, as a recovering design-
er and engineer, I have a 
strong motivation to support 
incremental solutions that can 
be readily assessed for impact, 
to focus on the most immedi-
ate and apparent issues, and to 
first seek the greatest benefit 
at the most reasonable cost 
and most manageable execu-
tion risk.
 That’s why I support “Alter-
native 3 — True At-grade 
Bridge” because it removes 
the greatest risk factor: the 
current culvert bridge acting 
as a major impediment in 
a 40-year-magnitude flood. 
This is the alternative that is 
the easiest to assess for benefit 
and cost, and carries far less 
risk than the more ambitious 
plans.
 The other plans’ greater 
risks include both significant 
cost overruns, and unan-
ticipated side effects from the 
impact on trees, erosion, and 
creek bed destabilization. I 
simply don’t believe that it is 
feasible for those risks to be 
reasonably assessed and man-
aged. As a result, I view the 
more ambitious alternatives 
to be too risky.
 Let me also say that I 
do not share the objective 
of some JPA members to 
protect against a 100-year-
scale f lood, particularly by 
applying brute-force chan-
nel control over significant 
stretches of the creek. In the 
longer term, I would support 
the various approaches to 
upstream retention, emer-

gency runoff, and so forth. 
Those are major efforts, how-
ever, with significant require-
ments for environmental 
impact study, and significant 
costs for major construction 
efforts.
 From where I sit today, I 
find it difficult to believe that 
the cost of such efforts would 

be in line with a 
benefit that would 
apply to a few hun-
dred downstream 
residents, if the 100-
year-scale flood hap-
pened today. If it 
turns out that such 
future projects are 
warranted, I would, 
of course, be pleased 
to have the extra 
protection of my 

home; at the same time, if 
costs were prohibitive, I would 
be satisfied if the 40-year goal 
was met with the least impact 
on the creek itself.
 I already feel that my family 
would have enough options 
for flood safety, if the sin-
gle greatest risk factor were 
removed. As a creekside resi-
dent, I have long been dissatis-
fied with the man-made risk 
of flooding created by a poorly 
designed bridge. As a result 
I support the elimination of 
this man-made risk. But by 
the same token, I feel that 
the remaining natural risk is 
acceptable for those of us who 
choose to live on the creek.
 We all have the most basic 
option for risk reduction: 
move to a home on higher 
ground. Having accepted the 
natural flood risk when we 
moved into our beloved creek-
side neighborhood, I do not 
feel that the local government 
is required to spend large 
sums to alter the creek itself. 
I would say yes to more rou-
tine maintenance (as was not 
done before 17 years ago); yes 
to abatement of significant 
man-made erosion; and no to 
flood-wall and major storm 
drain construction projects.
 One last point. Given the 
location of my home, I am not 
one of the people whose view 
would be most significantly 
impacted by f loodwalls. I 
am opposed to those and 
other invasive measures, not 
because of aesthetic concerns, 
but because I believe that they 
are the wrong thing to do, 
based on the views that I have 
expressed here.
John Sebes lives on Woodland 

Avenue in Menlo Park

Creekside resident 
supports at-grade bridge
By John Sebes

GUEST
OPINION

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

TOWN OF ATHERTON
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

2014 SLURRY SEAL PROJECT
PROJECT NO. 56058

Notice is hereby given that SEALED BIDS will be received at the offi ce of the City Clerk, 91 Ashfi eld 
Road, Atherton, California 94027, until 3:00 p.m. MARCH 27, 2014, at which time they will be publicly 
opened and read, for performing the following work:

Performing of Type II micro-surfacing per Town specifi cations on the listed streets, which includes 
notifi cations, traffi c control, prep work, oil, compaction, sweeping, and re-striping/pavement 
markings (as needed) with a 1-year guarantee.

The Engineer’s Estimate for the project is: $333,000

Per Section 6.01 of the Town of Atherton’s Standard Specifi cations, the General Contractor shall perform, 
with his own organization, work of a value amounting to not less than 50% of the total contract, excluding 
specialty items as indicated on the bid schedule.

Bids must be for the entire work, and shall be submitted in sealed envelopes clearly marked: “Bid of 
(Contractor) for 2014 SLURRY SEAL PROJECT, Project No. 56058”, along with date and time of bid 
opening..

Plans and specifi cations may be obtained at the Town of Atherton’s website at http://www.ci.atherton.
ca.us/index.aspx?NID=331 under Bid Posting at no cost. Additional important information is contained 
in Town of Atherton Standard Specifi cations, which are available on line at http://www.ci.atherton.
ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/285. Contractor shall be responsible for any addendums that may be 
posted on the Town’s website.  No Planholders list shall be available.

Bids must be accompanied by a bid security in the form of cash, a cashier’s or certifi ed check or bid bond 
for not less than ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid, as a guarantee that the bidder, if awarded 
the Contract, will fulfi ll the terms of the bid. 

The Town of Atherton, The City, reserves the right to reject any or all bids; to make any awards or any 
rejections in what it alone considers to be in the best interest of the City, and waive any informalities or 
irregularities in the bids. The contract will be awarded, if at all, to the responsible bidder that submits the 
lowest responsive bid. [NOTE: If there are alternates in the bid, the City will need to state how the 
low bid will be determined, as required by PCC 20103.8.]  

Bidders are hereby notifi ed that, pursuant to California Civil Code Sections 3247 and 3248 and Standard 
Specifi cations Section 3.02, the successful bidder will be required to provide payment and performance 
bonds in the amounts of 100% of the contract price. 

Bidders are hereby notifi ed that provisions of California Labor Code regarding prevailing wages and 
apprentices are applicable to the work to be performed under this contract. Pursuant to Section 1773 et 
seq. the general prevailing wage rates have been determined by the Director of the California Department 
of Industrial Relations and appear in the California Prevailing Wage Rates. Copies are on fi le at the offi ce 
of the City Engineer and are available to interested parties upon request. The successful bidder shall 
post a copy of the wage rates at the job site.

The Contractor may elect to receive 100 percent of payments due under the contract, without retention 
of any portion of the payment by the Town of Atherton, by depositing securities of equivalent value to the 
retention amount in accordance with the provisions of Section 22300 of the California Public Contract 
Code.

All bidders shall be licensed under the provisions of the Business and Professions Code to do the type 
of work contemplated in the project.  The City has determined that the Contractor shall possess a valid 
Class A license at the time the bid is submitted.  Failure to possess the specifi ed license shall render the 
bid non-responsive.

Each bidder shall submit with this bid a statement setting forth his/her/its experience and qualifi cations. 
The statement shall be made on the forms provided by the Town and must accompany each bid. The 
three lowest bidders will be required to submit subcontractor’s experience and qualifi cations statements 
within 48 hours of the bid opening, on forms provided by the Town. 

By submitting a bid in response to this advertisement for bids, the bidder shall be conclusively deemed 
to have read, understood and agreed with all of the information and materials contained in the bid 
documents, including but not limited to the construction contract, the standard specifi cations, the 
special provisions, the required nature and amount of insurance and the documentation evidencing said 
insurance.

Any questions regarding the project should be directed to David Huynh, Project Engineer, telephone: 
(650) 752-0555 or by written Requests for Information (RFI) to: Public Works Department, 91 Ashfi eld 
Road, Atherton, CA 94027, no later than ten (10) business days before bid opening. RFIs may be 
emailed to dhuynh@ci.atherton.ca.us or faxed to (650) 688-6539.  Responses shall be posted on the 
Town’s website no later than fi ve (5) days prior to bid opening.

By:  ______________________________________
Gordon Siebert, P.E., City Engineer

Date: _____________________________________
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gullixson.com

MELODY MORTAZAVI MARY GULLIXSON BRENT GULLIXSON

ELEGANT NEW HOME BUILT BY PINNACLE GROUP  |  ARCHITECT FARRO ESSALAT  |  MAIN RESIDENCE WITH GRAND FORMAL ROOMS

6 BEDROOM SUITES  |  ELEVATOR FOR ALL 3 LEVELS  |  CINEMA  |  WINE CELLAR WITH TASTING ROOM  |  2-BEDROOM/1-BATH GUEST HOUSE 
| 2-CAR ATTACHED & 2-CAR DETACHED GARAGE  |  TOTAL SQUARE FOOTAGE OF ALL STRUCTURES 17, 302 SQ. FT  |  1.7 ACRES

MENLO PARK SCHOOLS   |  OFFERED AT $19,980,000  |  WWW.GULLIXSON.COM

WEST ATHERTON

THE GULLIXSONS OVER $3.1 BILLION

#1 MARKET SHARE IN ATHERTON; THE #4 TEAM IN THE NATION 


