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Where people, homes and a bit of imagination intersect

PORTOLA VALLEY

Beautiful, well maintained 4bd/4ba
home with 4,977+/- sf of living space
on 3.3+/- acres. Separate 1bd/1.5ba
guesthouse with media room and
kitchenette. Separate 1bd/1ba cottage
with a full kitchen. Swimming pool and
home gym with steam room. Prime
Portola Valley neighborhood.

5 TN LT

$7,950,000

§ WOODSIDE

Serene and private 1.6 acre setting with
expansive views of the Bay located at
the end of a quiet cul-de-sac. Updated
in a contemporary style with an open
light filled floor plan. Four + bedrooms
on main level with 2nd Master suite and
office/nursery on upper level. Beautiful
grounds include pool, patios, lush
lawns and gardens. Don’t miss this very
special property.

$3,950,000

| MENLO PARK

Gracious light-filled Central Menlo 3
bedroom, 2.5 bath home with formal
living and dining rooms, separate family
room, spacious garden and pool. Short
distance from Oak Knoll and Hillview
schools.

$2,499,000

MENLO PARK | 1550 El Camino Real, Suite 100 650.462.1111

WOODSIDE | 2930 Woodside Road 650.529.1111
APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Fracisco | Marin | Sonoma | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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The home going up at 455
Yale Road in Menlo Park will
have three modules on the first
floor and four on the second,
with a garage that’s probably
going to be assembled on-site.

The modules for this spec
home were built in Span-
ish Fork, Utah, by Irontown
Homes. After six weeks of fin-

This modular home at 455 Yale Road in Menlo Park was shipped in from Utah, where it was built. It
will have “upper end” amenities inside and should be complete in about six weeks at a total hard cost of
about 15 percent lower than normal.

A house, piece by piece

ish work, including connecting
the utilities, project hard costs
will be about 15 percent lower
than normal and will have
been completed “substantially
faster” than normal, Will Cap-
per of Sustana Homes in Los
Gatos told the Almanac.
Modular homes are not a
new idea, and trends wax and

Photo by Michelle Le

wane, Mr. Capper said. This
one will have interior ameni-
ties on the upper end of the
spectrum, he said.

Among the key differences
when compared to a mobile
home: the owner of a modular
home pays property taxes and
does not have to register it
with the DMV.

Menlo Art League plans final shows

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

fter 40 years of exhi-
Abitions, workshops and

community service, the
Menlo Art League will host its
last show in June.

“We’ve had a marvelous
run,” club president Beverly
Balanis said in a press release.
“But aging has caught up
with us. None of our younger
members want(s) the ongo-
ing responsibility of running

CALLING ONTHE ALMANAC

Newsroom: 223-6525 | |
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the organization. Our current
board members are all over 80
except for the treasurer.”

The league held an annual

After 40 years,
arts group to disband.

exhibition juried by Bay Area
artists for the past several
years, and has also raised
more than $10,000 to fund
scholarships for high school

seniors graduating from Men-
lo-Atherton and Woodside
high schools, according to the
release.

The final two meetings of the
Menlo Art League will include
a demonstration in oils by
Mark Monsarrat on May 14,
and a watercolor demonstra-
tion by Jane Ferguson on June
11. Open to the public, both
will start at 7:30 p.m. in the
Arrillaga Family Recreation
Center in the Menlo Park Civic
Center at 701 Laurel St. B
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Inspirations

a guide to the spiritual community

WOODSIDE To include your

Church in
Inspirations
Please email
Blanca Yoc at

CHURCH

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
with
Sunday School and Nursery Care

Pastor Mike Harvey

Rev. Dorothy Straks byoc @paweekly.com

or call

650-223-6596

3154 Woodside Road Woodside
650.851.1587
www.wvchurch.org

Meet our two very popular pediatricians, Dr. Sky Pittson
and Dr. Sarah Cueva. Parents like that they can talk to
them directly instead of going through a nurse. And
kids like them enough to stop by on their bikes just to
say “hi”.

I//

We think that’s pretty “sick”, or as some say, “coo

If that appeals to you, we
invite you to do what the
kids do, stop by and say “hi”.

Old-fashioned values.
Modern medicine.

E Concierge Medicine

650.851.4747 « WWW.VVILLAGEDOCTOR.COM

ShopMenloParkicom

Good for Good for
Good for the
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Open House | Sat. & Sun. | 1:30 - 4:30

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

47 Murray Court, Redwood City

$ 599,000
Beds2 | Baths2 | Home ~ 1,000 sq. ft. | Lot~ 4,800 sq. ft.
video tour | www.schoelerman.com
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Call Jackie and Richard to Sell Your Home
Sold Over $220,000,000 of Homes

wj Richard
¥ 650-566-8033

“" richard@schoelerman.com
BRE # 01413607

Jackie
650-855-9700

jackie@schoelerman.com
BRE # 01092400

Lo

schoelerman

www.schoelerman.com
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Commission: Just say no’ for now to golf club well

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

first considered the idea of

allowing a private club to
tap an aquifer in a public park,
Menlo Park’s environmental
quality commissioners have not
changed their opinion of the
proposal: Not now.

“We essentially reinforced
our original recommendation
but added the need to develop
criteria for any water resource
management issue in the city,
and that this particular project
shouldn’t proceed further until
all the points we raised were
met,” said Commissioner Chris
DeCardy, summarizing the con-
clusions reached during a March
26 meeting where the proposal
was revisited.

The Sharon Heights Golf and
Country Club wants to drill
a well that would draw water
from a public aquifer to irrigate
its golf course. The club now
uses more than 60 million gal-
lons of potable water per year,
purchased from the Menlo Park
Municipal Water District. The
district in turn currently pulls
100 percent of its supply from
the Hetch Hetchy reservoir.

The Environmental Quality

In the two years since it

Commission in 2012 unanimous-
ly recommended against going
ahead with any specific propos-
als regarding ground water use
until the city created a plan for
using Menlo Park’s graywater and
clarified long-term groundwater
rights with the county — neither
of which has been done. The
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion also expressed concerns
about the potential public-private
partnership.

Despite the reservations, what
benefits could the well provide
for the city? According to city
staff, the well could save Menlo
Park about $68,000 a year by
also irrigating Nealon, Jack Lyle,
and Sharon parks, along with La
Entrada School, thereby reduc-
ing the city’s demand for Hetch
Hetchy water by 13 million gal-
lons a year. In addition, the club
would pay to build and operate
the well; construction alone is
estimated at $4 million.

“As the state continues to
experience growth, more pres-
sure may be placed on the
Hetch Hetchy water system,
and by using a diverse portfolio
of water sources, the city can
alleviate regional pressure while
still securing adequate water
supplies for residents and busi-
nesses,” staff wrote in its report

to the commission.

The residents belonging to
“Nealon Neighbors” don’t see
any benefit at all, and have asked
Menlo Park to abandon the
project.

The group fears the deple-
tion of a natural resource, and
opposes the potential construc-

By Gennady Sheyner

Palo Alto Weekly

fter suffering a stinging
bureaucratic blow in
the permitting process

last month, the agency charged
with improving flood control
around the volatile San Fran-
cisquito Creek on March 27
approved an approach for get-
ting the long-awaited project
back on track: cooperation
and, if needed, litigation.
That’s the strategy endorsed
by the San Francisquito Creek
Joint Powers Authority board
of directors — which includes
representatives from Menlo
Park, Palo Alto, East Palo Alto
and other public agencies.
The board on Thursday voted
unanimously to authorize an
appeal of a February decision
by the Regional Water Qual-

Creek JPA may challenge permit
rejection for flood-control project

ity Control Board to deny a
permit for the project, which
aims to protect sections of
Palo Alto and East Palo Alto
from floods.

The water board’s ruling
dealt an unexpected setback to
the creak authority’s project,
which targets the particularly
vulnerable downstream area
between Highway 101 and the
San Francisco Bay. The area
suffered heavy damage in a
February 1998 flood, and offi-
cials from the cities around
the creek have been looking at
ways to protect their commu-
nities from the next flood ever
since. The creek authority’s cur-
rent project includes rebuilding
levees, widening a channel and
constructing floodwalls along
East Bayshore Road.

But the project suffered

a setback last month, when
the water board notified the
creek authority that the per-
mit application was denied
without prejudice. In a letter,
the water board requested
that the creek authority sub-
mit a new application that
analyzes at least two other
design alternatives, and that
includes more technical data,
including “all of the hydro-
logic and hydraulic modeling
performed for the various
alternatives evaluated for the
Project.” It also requested that
a future application include
upstream alternatives.

The creek authority noted
in response that it had already
evaluated and rejected many of
the alternatives that the water

See CREEK JPA, page 6

tion of a well in Nealon Park,
which does not allow private
uses without conditional per-
mits. Another possible site on
the short list — Jack Lyle Park
— wouldn’t require a permit,
but still leaves other concerns.
Members also question wheth-
er the plan really reduces water

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac
The Sharon Heights Golf and Country Club wants to drill a well on public land to keep its grounds green.

use in the first place, or merely
transfers the source.

Nealon Neighbors organizer
Elizabeth Houck commented
in an email to the city after
the March 26 meeting that she
applauded the commission’s

See GOLF CLUB WELL, page 6

How much should nonresidents
pay to play in Menlo Park?

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

ow much should people
who don’t live in the
city pay to participate

in Menlo Park’s recreation pro-
grams? The Parks and Recre-
ation Commission recently took
a look at whether a 35 percent
surcharge for nonresidents is
appropriate, and found the ques-
tion intriguing enough to sched-
ule a second discussion.

The “nonresident” category
includes those living in unincor-
porated Menlo Park. In January
the city received a letter from
Jon Kassow, who lives in Menlo
Oaks — an area under county
jurisdiction — asking why his
family had to pay more and wait
to register for popular classes
such as gymnastics.

“My interest here began when
my daughter was ‘shut out’ of
a town gymnastics program
at Burgess,” Mr. Kassow told

the Almanac. By the time the
one-week waiting period for
nonresident enrollment ended,
the class was full, although his
daughter had been able to take
the class twice before.

Mr. Kassow pointed out that
families living in unincorpo-
rated areas still send their kids
to Menlo Park schools, but
between higher fees and late
enrollment, children such as his
daughter end up unable to take
classes with their friends.

According to city staff, non-
residents make up nearly half of
the participants in Menlo Park’s
recreation programs, with 16
percent coming from the unin-
corporated neighborhoods. The
nonresident surcharge generates
about $380,582 annually for
Menlo Park.

A survey of other Penin-
sula cities found an average
surcharge of 25 percent for

See MENLO PARK FEES, page 9
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Meat &3 Produce * Fine Foods
Wine &3 Liquor * Delicatessen
Hardware & Grain
Open 6:30 am - 8:00 pm daily
Sales Dates: April 2 - 5

MARKET

IR @I ONEARVANIEIEE N

4420 Alpine Rd., Portola Valley
phone 650.851.1711

W(OOIDSIUDIY

3015 Woodside Rd., Woodside
phone 650.851.1511

$1.79...

Large
Hass Avocados ..
Sweet

Juice Oranges

Large, California
Cauliflower.........

Cowboy Steaks............. $9.98Ib.

Hawaiian
- Pork Chops.................... $4-.98Ib.
P.E.I

Black Mussels ............... $4 98Ib

Il I
S0 0% e *3.39

Krusteaz Mini Pancakes
15 0z. — AlsoWaffles. ..., $2.39

~ Gallo Italian Dry Salame

80z.—DeliSliced .....eeeeiiiiiiie, $2.99

Nabisco Oreo Cookies

14 0Z. $3.49

Glad Tall Kitchen Bags
22 count - Drawstring - Quick Tie................. $4 49

Assorted Varieties

$15 99 to $16 99 ea.

Wine and Spirits

|
Olema \
Olema is produced by Amici Cellars, in Calistoga. Their goal is to
deliver a premium wine experience at “everyday” prices. These |l/fens
wine over-deliver. The Pinot Noir is a brand new edition to the
line-up and is the gem of the group. !
’12 Olema Chardonnay, Sonoma County ... Reg. $14.99 Sale $12.99
Flavors of apple, citrus and toasty oak lead to a satisfying finish.
’12 Olema Pinot Noir, Sonoma County.............cccoc..... Reg. $19.99 Sale $16.99

Flavors of cherry pie, spice and cocoa culminate in a rich finish.

11 Olema Cabernet Sauvignon, Sonoma County......Reg. $19.99 Sale $16.99
Displays aromas of currants, cedar and espresso, with black fruits, toffee and mocha flavors.
(Woodside location only)

{ www.robertsmarket.com }
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CREEK JPA

continued from page 5

board is advocating, and argued
that the urgently needed project
shouldn’t be delayed by explora-
tion of upstream alternatives that
may never materialize. The creek
authority’s letter stated that it sup-
ports the use of upstream deten-
tion as part of the broad planning
effort and that is has been discuss-
ing such projects for several years
with Stanford University, which
owns property upstream.

“However, we must not hold
up a proposed project that
eliminates an immediate threat
to life and property in an under-
served community by waiting
for an upstream detention proj-
ect by a private entity that is far
off in the future, or may never
happen,” the creek authority’s
response stated.

Before the March 27 meet-
ing, the creek authority’s board
conferred in a closed session and
agreed to authorize staff to filea
petition challenging the denial
of the permit application. The
petition will be filed with the
State Water Resources Control
Board, which oversees the nine
regional boards.

The creek authority is also
requesting that the review of
the petition be suspended while
it tries to resolve its issues with
the water board.

Menlo Park Councilwoman
Kirsten Keith, who chairs the
creek authority’s board, said the
board agreed to file the petition
because the 30-day deadline
to challenge the board’s denial
will soon expire. But the cities
are requesting that the chal-
lenge be held in abeyance “so we
can continue working with the
California and regional water
boards to have our certification
approved,” Ms.Keith said.

In the weeks since the permit
rejection, staff from the creek
authority has been meeting with
water board officials in hopes of
bridging the gap and satisfying
the board’s concerns. Len Mater-
man, the creek authority’s execu-
tive director, said his agency has
agreed to provide to the water
board an analysis of the two alter-
natives the board wanted to see.

The water board’s main con-
cern, Mr. Materman said, was
the impact of the project on the
Faber tract, a marshy stretch in
East Palo Alto that is home to
the endangered clapper rail and
salt marsh harvest mouse.

One alternative that the creek
authority will have to further
explore is extending the new
widened channel farther north,
to the point where the Palo Alto
Airport meets the Palo Alto
Municipal Golf Course. The
other alternative would create a
new bypass channel that would
divert some of the flow from the
creek to a location near the Bay-
lands Athletic Center. The chan-
nel would cut across the southern
edge of the airport property and
discharge near the site of the for-
mer Palo Alto Harbor.

Mr. Materman said he hopes
that recent conversations with
the water board will allow the
creek authority to accelerate the
process of complying with the
board’s concerns. Still, he said, the
creek authority will have plenty of
work to do in the next few weeks
in addressing these concerns.

“The good news is we believe
we have have a specific under-
standing with their executive
director of exactly what needs
to be done,” Mr. Materman
said. “Hopefully that means the
goalposts are no longer moving.
That’s our goal.”

It helps that the water board
denied the permit “without
prejudice,” which allows the
creek authority to try again with
some modifications. In its rejec-
tion letter, the water board’s
Executive Officer Bruce Wolfe
wrote that the board recognizes
“the significance of the Project
to the community and the JPA’s
urgency is securing all permits
for the Project and proceeding
to construction.”

Theletter of rejection, Mr. Wolfe
wrote, is “intended to provide
guidance to the JPA on how to best
move forward to secure permits
from the Regional Water Board
and other regulatory agencies.”

“Further, the Regional Water
Board is committed to working
with the JPA on coordinating
and streamlining the permitting
process,” Mr. Wolfe wrote. &

GOLF CLUB WELL

continued from page 5

decision “to protect a precious
natural resource as well as Open
space and Conservation District
and City Parks by your strongly
worded recommendation to the
Menlo Park City Council to
cease all work on the potential
well project and MOU with the
private Sharon Heights Golfand
Country Club.”

Residents had felt ignored

or dismissed when speaking
against the proposal before, she
said.

Ms. Houck said she hoped staff
would explore drilling smaller
wells that would water only the
parks as an alternative to draw-
ing upon the Hetch Hetchy res-
ervoir, and put any money saved
toward conservation incentives
and water-rights oversight.

The City Council will make the
final decision on whether to pur-
sue the golf club partnership. @
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Supervisors grant appeal, overturn
Planning Commission decision

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

y a unanimous vote on
B Tuesday, March 25, the five-

member San Mateo County
Board of Supervisors overturned a
3-1 decision by the county Plan-
ning Commission that would
have allowed the conversion of a
meditation center in the unincor-
porated woods above Woodside to
a non-medical drug-and-alcohol
rehabilitation center for people
with addiction problems.

The Stillpath Recovery Center
would have been located at 16350
Skyline Blvd., the current site
of the Stillheart Institute. The
county’s planning staff consid-
ered the application an amend-
ment to Stillheart’s use permit,
with no need for a new environ-
mental study. Among a long list
of points of contention, neigh-
bors opposing the conversion
said a rehab center was a new use
that required a new study.

Opposition also focused on the
remote location when in need of
police, firefighting or medical
assistance; the need for large quan-
tities of non-abundant water using

aninfrastructure not up to the job;
and a higher risk of wildfire in the
dry, dense forest if a recovering
addict dropped a lighted cigarette.

Stillpath representatives argued
that clients, who would pay $45,000
a month, would be screened to
keep out people with significant
medical problems. Smoking would
have been strictly limited to an
interior area and the facility would
recycle its non-potable water.

The cost-benefit analysis was
key for board President Dave
Pine. “T felt that the project
would increase the intensity of
the use of the parcel, and that the
benefit to the county did not out-
weigh the effects of the increased
use,” Mr. Pine told the Almanac.
“I believe that for the most part,
it would be serving clients from
outside the county.”

Supervisor Don Horsley, whose
district includes this site, agreed.
“I certainly support drug treat-
ment,” he said. “It’s really the
wrong place. ... It would serve
a very small exclusive class of
people. It’s not going to benefit
people of San Mateo County.”

The fire danger loomed large
for Mr. Horsley in what is

a combination forest of old
growth and second-growth red-
wood trees. “It’s just a majestic
area,” he said, adding that he’d
received a letter that referred to
the area as “our Yosemite.”

As for water, the facility does
have a 100,000-gallon storage
tank, but “if you have a forest
fire, 100,000 gallons isn’t going
to do much,” Mr. Horsley said.

Mr. Pine also picked out water
supply infrastructure as a decid-
ing factor. “That is a very delicate
system with minimal capacity,” he
said. “That system is not robust.”

The board received 174 letters,
two of which were in support of
the conversion, and both of those
were from outside the county, said
Kathy Kennedy-Miller, a Kings
Mountain area resident who
attended the board meeting.

“The many residents who chose
to testify made important contri-
butions,” Karen Morrison of the
Kings Mountain neighborhood
wrote in an email. “The facts and
concerns, powerfully presented,
fully convinced the Board of
Supervisors. Our community
owes these dedicated individuals
many, many thanks.” &

New task force focuses on water conservation

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

elf government in Portola
SValley often means the par-

ticipation of committees of
residents who gather to consider
issues and advise the Town Coun-
cil. The website lists 17 committees
that meet, some irregularly, to
address matters such as lifestyles
that minimize environmental
damage, the art and science of
the town’s flora and fauna, and
preparing for emergencies.

The council on March 12
considered an emergency with a
long lead time: the availability of
adequate fresh water. The Water
Conservation Task Force, for the
moment an ad hoc group, may
well become a standing commit-
tee, Mayor Ann Wengert told
the four applicants attending
the council meeting.

After brief interviews, a unan-
imous council appointed Mike
Ward of Vista Verde and resi-
dents Marty Mackowski, Marge
DeStaebler and Judith Murphy.
Also appointed but not present
were resident Loverine P. Taylor
and Jade Williams, an advisory
member from the California
Water Service Co. The council
appointed resident Al Sill to the
task force on March 25.

The task force will have two
council liaisons: the mayor and
Councilwoman Maryann Moise
Derwin, who has a longstanding

H PORTOLA VALLEY

interest in the issue. “We’re not
going to interfere (with task force
business),” Ms. Wengert said,
“but I hope you realize that this
is an issue of great importance.”

“The primary goal (will) be to
develop a comprehensive water
conservation program for the

Cal Water figures show
that Portola Valley
residents used about 283
gallons per person per
day in 2012, compared
with a Bay Area average
of 78 gallons.

town,” Sustainability & Spe-
cial Projects Manager Brandi de
Garmeaux said in a staff report.
Using figures provided by Cal
Water, Ms. De Garmeaux calcu-
lated that Portola Valley residents
used about 283 gallons per person
per day in 2012, compared with a
Bay Area average of 78 gallons.

Applicants’ views

“The cheapest water we have is
the water we already have,” said
Mr. Ward, an old hand at water
conservation as an elected offi-
cial for the Los Trancos County
Water District. The future, Mr.

Ward said, is decentralized water
sources, septic tanks rather than
sewers, and smart irrigation
devices. In a passing reference to
a common tactic of conservation
advocates, Mr. Ward added: “I
don’t like guilt. T like informed,
intelligent discussion.”

“Tactually kind of like the guilt
thing,” Mr. Mackowski said. On
the Monterey Peninsula, residents
use about 58 gallons per person
per day, he said. (The website of
California American Water con-
firms that figure.) A flier with a
message of conservation could
accompany a water bill to spread
the word, he said. One town’s
usage went down 5 percent fol-
lowing such a flier, he said.

Ms. Murphy spoke of “mindful-
ness” and acquainting people with
a semi-arid climate that, contrary
to the appearance of some land-
scapes, does not have a bountiful
supply of irrigation water.

Ms. Derwin was not present for
the meeting. In an email, she
suggested conservation practices
as well as policies to promote use
of recycled (gray) water and cap-
tured rainwater. “At the end of
the day, we’re going to have to
make a paradigm shift in the way
we think about water,” she said.
“T am hopeful that our new
Water Task Force can help lay the
groundwork for our environ-
mentally-minded, super-smart
residents to pioneer new water
practices in Portola Valley.” &

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT
500 LAUREL STREET
MENLO PARK, CA 94025

NOTICE IS GIVEN that the District Board of West
Bay Sanitary District will conduct a public hearing on
Wednesday, April 23, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. The hearing will
be held in the District’'s Board Room located at 500 Laurel
Street, Menlo Park.

AAAAAAAAAAAA

The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider a pro-
posed increase in sewer services charges for fiscal year
2014/2015. Additional information is available through the
District's website (www.westbaysanitary.org) and on the
official notice that was mailed to every parcel address that
pays District rates.

The annual sewer service charge will increase from
$820 per single family residence to $893 in fiscal year
2014/2015. Approximately 60 homes in the Portola Valley
area (located within the On-Site Wastewater Disposal
Zone) who pay higher charges for the maintenance of the
STEP or Grinder Sewer Collection Systems they require
will increase from $1,042 per single family residence to
$1,136 in fiscal year 2014/2015. Non-residential rates
will increase proportionately. The increased charges are
required to fund needed maintenance to the sewer system
and to the Silicon Valley Clean Water regional wastewater
treatment plant.

Protests against the proposed rate increase must be sub-
mitted in writing and signed by the property owner, must
identify the owner(s) of the property for which the protest
is entered, and must include the property address and
assessor’s parcel number (APN).

/s/ Phil Scott
Phil Scott, District Manager

West Bay Sanitary District
Invitation to Bid-Surplus Vehicle
1999 Ford Ranger Regular Cab Pickup Truck
“Vehicles are sold as is and all sales are final”

67,841 miles, Vehicle has a Camper shell,
Bids accepted in sealed envelopes marked

“West Bay Ford Ranger Pickup Truck 4-16-2014”
are due by 3pm on April 16, 2014

Awarded to the highest bidder
Public bid opening at 4 PM on Wednesday April 16, 2014
Location: West Bay Sanitary District Office
500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA.94025

Bidders must provide the following information
in the sealed bid:

Full legal name, current address,
phone number, and bid amount.

Vehicle may be inspected from M-F 8am — 4 pm

Vehicles must be picked up and payment received
within FOUR (4) working days following the bid
opening. Office hours are M-F 8 AM to 4 PM.

Payment: Cash, Cashier’s or Certified Checks,
and Money Orders are only accepted forms of payment.
No personal checks accepted.

Call (650) 321-0384 for more info.

All vehicles and item are sold “As Is”. There are no warranties (expressed
or implied), adjustments, repairs, refunds or exchanges. By bidding,
buyer agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the District from any and
all damages, injuries, and/or causes of action which may involve any
equipment, tools, or other goods occurring subsequent to the date of this
sale. All smog related repairs and certifications are the sole responsibility
of the buyer (refer to California Vehicle Code division 12, section 24007.5)
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Council open to subdivision on Moore Road

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

r I Yhere is one parcel on
Moore Road east of Inter-
state 280 in Woodside

that is significantly larger than

its neighbors. It seemed that the

21.7 acres at 389 Moore Road

would remain 21.7 acres after a

decision by the Planning Com-

mission denying a proposal to
create three parcels there, but the

Town Council may yet allow it.

£0
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INSURANCE

It's my job to show
you the options to

consider when it
comes to insuring

your assets.

Serving the community for over 24 years!

Charlie Porter Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991
671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
cporter2@farmersagent.com

m WOODSIDE

The council on March 25
heard an appeal of the Planning
Commission’s Feb. 19 decision
from property owner Leonard
“Ben” De Somma and Portola
Valley architect Carter Warr of
CJW Architecture.

Mr. De Somma’s proposal
would create two lots of 7.5
acres each (parcels A and B) and
one of 6.7 acres (Parcel C). The
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conceptual plan for Parcel A
includes a two-story residence,
apool, a tennis court and eques-
trian facilities. Plans for parcels
B and C show driveways and
building envelopes at locations
suitable for construction.

The proposal raised the same
issues for the council that it did
for the Planning Commission:
the impact of development on the
natural environment, the sloping
character of the land and how it
might be graded — particularly
with respect to Parcel C — and
the exposure of future homes to
passing traffic on I-280.

Sloping properties are common
in Woodside and town regulations
limit their development. Among
the priorities: public safety, ero-
sion control, avoiding unneces-
sary grading, and retaining the
land’s natural features. The town
should not be creating lots that
cannot be developed, Town Attor-
ney Jean Savaree told the council
. “That’s something you want to
look at very carefully,” she said.

“I think it’s in the realm of the
doable,” Councilwoman Anne
Kasten said, while expressing
reservations about the project as
proposed.

“T'would have to see a plan on
the grading plans,” said Coun-
cilman Dave Tanner. “It would
make me feel better about agree-
ing to a three-lot subdivision.”

“The consensus is (that) grad-
ing is an issue,” said Mayor
Dave Burow. “Were open to
a three-lot with constraints. I
think we’d really like to see how
you’re going to create the planes
that youre going to put these
structures on. ... Any one of us
(is) open to considering three if
you address our concerns.”

Welcome feedback

Mr. De Somma responded posi-
tively to the council’s comments:
“This is the best feedback I've got-
ten in two and a half years.”

In his earlier remarks, he said

21.7-acre parcel
proposed for
subdivision at
389 Moore Road

Bear Gulch
Reservoir

Sharon Heights
Country Club

he had been reluctant to file
an appeal, but felt he had been
treated unfairly by the Planning
Commission, given the size and
proximity to [-280 of neighbor-
ing properties and subdivisions
in the past that were approved.
To the commission’s concerns
that the houses would be seen
from I-280, Mr. De Somma said
the view is sufficiently screened
by trees, a point brought home
by videos shot from a vehicle
traveling north and south past
the site. Of the 300 trees on
the property, only four — and
possibly just two — would be
removed, he said. A circular
turn-around for fire trucks on
Moore Road, as opposed to
three-point turn-around, would
not present a problem, he said.
Given the proposed subdivi-
sion’s similarity to the develop-
ment of neighboring parcels
in terms of density, biology,
geology and proximity to the
freeway, Mr. Warr said it would
be “spot zoning” to require Mr.
De Somma to keep his property
at 21 acres. Ms. Savaree later dis-
missed spot zoning as a concern

for the town in this case.

The idea of subdividing into
two parcels rather than three
did come up. With two parcels,
Parcel C would go away, but the
resulting 10-acre lots, given the
area’s five-acre minimum, could
allow later division into four
lots, increasing inconsistencies
with the general plan and raising
concerns about use of the site,
the staff report said in describ-
ing the Planning Commission’s
wariness of two parcels.

“T would ask you to real-
ly think about the sense of
space” that the houses want and
deserve, Ms. Kasten said.

Mr. Warr emailed the Alma-
naca comment: “My initial take
during the meeting was that
incorporation of the sugges-
tions would improve the design,
reduce the likely grading, and
result in a project the Council
would more readily support.”

“The De Sommas have been
really good neighbors on Moore
Road,” said neighbor Nancy Ditz.
“They’ve taken our concerns and
given up some of their land so that
we can have a turn-around.” &

High school bond campaign reports
$37,000 in donations by mid-March

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

he school bond measure
on the ballot for the June
3 election to provide $265
million in capital funds to the
Sequoia Union High School Dis-
trict now has a name — Measure
A —and a positive bank account
balance of $37,020, according
to a report from the San Mateo
County Elections Office.
The campaign finance report
filed by “Citizens for Sequoia
Union High School District - Yes

on A” shows two individuals con-
tributing $10,000 each, one $5,000
donation, and several district offi-
cials giving a total of $8,500. The
report tallies 18 contributions in
all from Feb. 27 to March 17.
Among the donations of at least
$500, the two $10,000 donations
were from Carolee M. White of
Palo Alto and Colleen Tate of Por-
tola Valley. The $5,000 donation
came from 217 Enterprises in Los
Altos, according to the report.
The donations by district offi-
cials include $2,500 from current
district board President Allen

Weiner; $1,500 each from Super-
intendent Jim Lianides and board
member Olivia Martinez; $1,000
each from board members Alan
Sarver and Chris Thomsen; and
$500 each from Assistant Super-
intendent Enrique Navas and
board member Carrie Du Bois.

The report shows donations of
$1,000 each from venture capi-
talist and former state controller
Steve Westly of Menlo Park, and
marina owner Paul Uccelli of
Redwood City. Attorney Jeffrey
Selman of Belmont gave $500,
the report said. &
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Appeals Court rejects Galligan’s legal
challenge in controller’s race

By Dave Boyce

Almanac staff writer

he California Court of

Appeals has denied a

request by Joe Galligan, a
candidate in the June 3 election
for county controller, to keep
the name of another candidate,
Assistant Controller Juan Raigo-
za, off the ballot on the grounds
that he does not meet state quali-
fications for the position.

Mr. Galligan’s attorney filed
a petition on March 26 for an
“extraordinary writ” that would
have ordered San Mateo County
Elections Officer Mark Church
to keep Mr. Raigoza’s name off
the ballot. The court denied the
petition the next day.

The ruling should not be
thought of as a comment on the
merits of the petition, said Den-
nis Zell, Mr. Galligan’s attorney.
“In the appellate courts, a peti-
tion for a writ of mandate is truly
an extraordinary remedy in as
much as 94 percent are denied,”

he said. “The odds are sometimes
better in election cases, but not
always. Generally no reason is
given for denial, which is one of
the reasons why a denial carries
so little significance.”

Mr. Galligan still has options,
Mr. Zell said. He has 60 days to
appeal a Superior Court decision
on March 24 that rejected his
assertion that Mr. Raigoza did not
meet the state’s qualifications.

In a statement to the Almanac
following that decision, Mr. Gal-
ligan said he was told that he had
the burden of proving that Mr.
Raigoza was not qualified. The
judge told him that he had not
proved his case with “clear and
convincing evidence,” Mr. Galli-
gan said. Another key factor in the
decision: The law is ambiguous in
defining terms, including the term
“senior fiscal management.”

Under state law, a candidate
for controller must be a certi-
fied public accountant; or, hold
a bachelor’s degree in account-
ing and have served within the

last five years in a senior fiscal
management position; or, hold
a professional internal auditor
certificate with a minimum of
16 college semester units, or
their equivalents, in account-
ing, auditing or finance; or, have
served at a specified level as a
county auditor for a continuous
period of at least three years.

On his candidacy website, Mr.
Raigoza asserts that he has a
bachelor’s degree and a master’s
degree in business from Califor-
nia State University in Chico. His
statement also says that he has
“lived and breathed the work of
the County Controller’s Office for
the past thirteen years,” including
leading the payroll and informa-
tion systems divisions and as a
“senior internal auditor.”

Remarking on the Appeals
Court ruling, Mr. Galligan said:
“Ijust hope in the future that the
courts or our Legislature define
the wording of ‘senior fiscal
management’ so no one else has
to go through this process.” B

Wednesday: Caltrain electrification meeting

Need some light reading? The
draft environmental impact
report for Caltrain’s electrifica-
tion project is now available,
and might come in handy for a
community meeting about the
findings on Wednesday, April 2.

The transit agency is back-
ing a $1.5 billion plan to switch
from diesel to electrified trains
to benefit both the environment
and Caltrain’s financial state, as
well as provide the capacity to
share the tracks with high-speed
rail. According to the draft EIR,
however, that comes with some
drawbacks, such as the elimina-
tion of thousands of trees, and
the construction of safety walls,
substations and 50-foot tall poles

® MENLO BRIEFS

to carry power along the tracks.

The meeting starts at 6 p.m. in
the Redwood City Library locat-
ed at 1044 Middlefield Road.

Thursday: Willow Road
housing project meeting

The Mid-Peninsula Housing
Coalition, which plans to build
a 78-unit apartment complex
with affordable housing in the
1200 block of Willow Road, will
hold a community meeting on
Thursday, April 3, to talk about
the design, purpose and impact
of the project.

The coalition has applied for

a portion of $3.2 million that
Menlo Park has made avail-
able to encourage construction
of below-market-rate housing,
according to staff.

The meeting starts at 6:30
p.m. in the Menlo Park Senior
Center at 100 Terminal Ave.

Fine arts festival

The annual sidewalk fine arts
festival returns to Menlo Park
from April 11 through 13. Spon-
sored by the Chamber of Com-
merce, the event will exhibit
works by 90 artists, displayed
along Santa Cruz Avenue.

This year’s featured artists

See MENLO BRIEFS, page 16

MENLO PARK FEES

continued from page 5

nonresidents, the report said.
One — Foster City — charges a
flat $10 fee instead.

But some cities, such as Red-
wood City, Mountain View and
San Carlos, don’t charge those
living in unincorporated areas
more.

The surcharge in Menlo Park
has risen over the years as the
city works towards complete
cost recovery for many of its rec-
reation programs. In the past,
the council has opted against
subsidizing nonresidents, since
the programs are financially
supported by taxpayers liv-

ing within incorporated Menlo
Park.

Mr. Kassow has suggested
that residents living within the
Menlo Park zip codes, which
include unincorporated areas
of town, all be allowed to reg-
ister on the first day of enroll-
ment. Those in unincorporated
neighborhoods would pay 10
percent more; all other nonresi-
dents would have the one-week
waiting period and continue to
pay a 35 percent surcharge. In
addition, he said, households
should be able to register only
peopleliving in their household
— that is, “someone cannot
register nine kids for gymnas-
tics when they only have two

kids living in their home.”
After listening to Mr. Kassow’s
presentation during a meeting on
March 26, the parks and recre-
ation commissioners opted to
table the matter until staff could
return at a future date with more
information about the city’s his-
tory of allowing priority registra-
tion for residents, the distinction
between residents in unincorpo-
rated Menlo Park and other
nonresidents, household eligibil-
ity, and discrepancies between
what information Mr. Kassow
provided and what was in the
staff report, according to Com-
munity Services Manager Derek
Schweigart, who serves as staff
liaison to the commission. &

REAL ESTATE TRENDS

by Samia Cullen

What if My Home
Doesn’t Appraise?

In sellers’ markets, high demand can
generate multiple offer situations that
often drive up the purchase price higher
than any comparable sales in the area.

If the buyers are relying on financing
from a bank to purchase a home, a low
appraisal can scuttle a deal. Banks require
appraisals to verify that a home’s sale
price is supported by its market value.

What can a buyer and seller do if a
home does not appraise?

a) Buyer can make up the difference
in cash. The lender cares about the
appraisal only to the extent it affects
the loan-to-value ratio. A low
appraisal does not mean the lender
won't lend. It means the lender will
make a loan limited to a specified
percentage of the appraised value.

b) Dispute the appraisal. Either
the seller or the buyer can pay for
a second appraisal. If the parties
find out that the appraiser is not
familiar with the local market, or
an appraiser made mistakes they

have the right to contact the lender
to demand a second appraisal.

c) Appraisal review. The buyer or
seller can ask their agent to put
together a list of recent comparable
sales that justify the agreed-to
sales price including the pending
sales and submit that list to the
underwriter and ask for a review of
the appraisal.

d) The seller can offer to carry
a second mortgage for the
difference. If the seller wants the
deal to go through but the buyer
cannot come up with the difference
in cash, the seller may agree to
carry a second mortgage.

e) Cancel the transaction. If checked,
the purchase contract gives the buyer
the option of having an appraisal
contingency that allows the buyer to
cancel the contract and requires the
seller to release the buyer’s earnest
money deposit if the appraisal
comes in low.

I offer complimentary staging when I list your home. Contact me
at Alain Pinel Realtors (650) 384-5392 or send me an email at scullen@apr.com.
Follow my blog at samiacullen.com

Auction Appraisal
for Fine Jewelry

Tuesday April 15
Palo Alto

A Bonhams specialist will be available
to offer complimentary auction estimates
with a view to selling in New York.

By appointment only:
+1 (415) 503 3306
lynne.arkin@bonhams.com

Sold for a world-record $10,047,94;
A deep-blue diamond ‘Trombino" ring;
circa 1965

Bonhams

Event

International Auctioneers and Appraisers - bonhams.com/jewelry

April 2, 2014
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List your home with DeLeon Realty
and DelLeon Realty will cover all of the

following at no additional charge:

Staging, Including Design, Installation and Removal!
First Month of Furniture Rental
Property Inspection
Pest Inspection
Catered Open Houses and Broker Tour
An 8-page, 12-page or 24-page Custom Brochure
Professionally Shot Video Tour
Many Full-Page Ads in Multiple Local Papers
Ads in Chinese Papers and on Chinese Radio
8 Hours of Contractor Time
and, much more....

Call for a free information kit, which includes samples of our
marketing materials and a more comprehensive outline of what
makes DelLeon Realty the best choice for listing your home.

www.deleonrealty.com | 650.543.8500 | CalBRE#01903224
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Call for more details: 650.543.8500

DELEON REALTY

Changing the Real Estate Model

Bus tours bring
interested buyers
to homes for sale

A free 3-hour
consultation with
our accredited
interior designer

Specialized Agents
are on salary -

jﬁ Not commission!

7-hours of
included when

you buy a home

Market Leading
Knowledge

Experience the DelLeon Difference.
When buying a home too.

Deleon Realty has fundamentally changed the way Silicon
Valley homes are sold by providing aggressive marketing
campaigns, virtual tours, an in-house attorney, interior
designer, contractor, handyman and in-house marketing
department (all available free of charge). Now, DelLeon
Realty is changing not only the way clients sell homes, but
also the way clients buy homes.

Despite formerly having some of the best independent
agents in Silicon Valley, DelLeon Realty has decided to
switch to utilizing only highly-qualified salaried area
specialists to help clients buy homes. The traditional

CalBRE# 01903224

approach of paying the agent commission based on how
much a buyer pays for a house misaligns incentives. Your
agent should not make more money because you agreed
to pay more or earn less because they told you not to put
in an offer based on problems in the inspection reports.
Our agents are paid great salaries, get full benefits and
matched 401(k) contributions.

Deleon Realty buyers have access tofree legal consultation
about the transaction, an ASID accredited interior designer,
7 hours of contractor time, and much more. We also host
area tours on our 14-passenger Mercedes Limo Bus.

April 2, 2014 m TheAlmanacOnline.com m The Almanac = 11
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GUIDE TO 2014 SUMMER CAMPS FOR KIDS

For more information about these camps, see our online

directory of camps at www.paloaltoonline.com/biz/summercamps/

Alan Margot’s Tennis Camps Atherton
Alan Margot’s Tennis Camps provide an enjoyable way for your child to begin
learning the game of tennis or to continue developing existing skills. Our
approach is to create lots of fun with positive feedback and reinforcement
in a nuturing tennis environment. Building self-esteem and confidence
through enjoyment on the tennis court is a wonderful gift a child can keep
forever! Super Juniors Camps, ages 4-6; Juniors Camps, ages 6-14.

www.alanmargot-tennis.net 650.400.0464

City of Mountain View Swim Lessons Mountain View

Rengstorff and Eagle Park Pools

We offer swim lessons for ages 6 months to 14 years. Following the
American Red Cross swim lesson program, students are divided into one
of the 11 different levels taught by a certified instructor. Rengstorff Park
Pool, 201 S Rengstorff Ave and Eagle Park Pool, 650 Franklin St.
www.mountainview.gov 650.903.6331

Club Rec Juniors & Seniors Mountain View

ClubRecJuniorsandSeniorsisopenforyouth6-11yearsold.Thesetraditional
day camps are filled with fun theme weeks, weekly trips, swimming, games,
crafts and more! Rengstorff Park, 201 S. Rengstorff Avenue
www.mountainview.gov 650.903.6331

Nike Tennis Camps Stanford University
Weekly overnight and day camps offered throughout June, July and
August for boys & girls ages 6-18. Options for all ability levels, great
Nike prizes and camp t-shirt. Adult weekend clinics offered in June and
August. Come join the fun and GET BETTER THIS SUMMER!

www.USSSportsCamps.com/tennis  1.800.NIKE.CAMP (645.3226)

The Sacred Heart Sports Camp Atherton

powered by Hi-Five Sports Club

Hi-Five Sports is thrilled to present our third multi-sport competitive
summer camp to the San Francisco Bay Area! Through experienced,
passionate, and patient coaching, we believe the timeless lessons that
only sports can teach with stay with the kids for the rest of their lives.
www.hifivesportsclubs.com/wordpress/bayarea_hi_five_sports_
camp/bayarea_camp_summer_camp_atherton/ 650.362.4975

Spartans Sports Camp Mountain View
Spartans Sports Camp offers multi-sport, week-long sessions for boys
and girls in grades 2-6 as well as sport-specific sessions for grades 5-9.
There are also strength and conditioning camps for grades 6-12. New
this year are cheerleading camps for grades Pre-K - 8. Camps begin June
9th and run weekly through August 1st at Mountain View High School.
The camp is run by MVHS coaches and student-athletes and all proceeds
benefit the MVHS Athletic Department. Lunch and extended care are
available for your convenience. Register today!
www. SpartansSportsCamp.com 650.479.5906

Stanford Baseball Camps Stanford

Stanford Baseball Camps have gained national recognition as the some
of the finest in the country. These camps are designed to be valuable
and beneficial for a wide range of age groups and skill sets. From the
novice 7 year-old, to the Division 1, professionally skilled high school
player, you will find a camp that fulfills your needs.

www.Stanfordbaseballcamp.com 650.723.4528

Stanford Water Polo Stanford
Ages 7 and up. New to sport or have experience, we have a camp for
you. Half day or fully day option for boys and girls. All the camps offer
fundamental skill work, scrimmages and games.

www.stanfordwaterpolocamps.com 650.725.9016

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View

Sports & Activity Camp (ages 6-12): This all-sports camp provides group
instruction in a variety of field, water and court games. Saint Francis
faculty and students staff the camp, and the focus is always on fun.
The program is dedicated to teaching teamwork, sportsmanship and
positive self-esteem. After camp care and swim lessions available.

www.sfhs.com/summer 650.968.1213 x650

Summer Sports Camp@SportsHouse Redwood City
All sports camp for kids ages 6-13 at SportsHouse from June 16 - August 15.
Full day of fun, all summer long. Lunch included. After camp care optional.

www.SportsHouse.us 650.362.4100

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View

Advanced Sports Camps (5th-9th grades): We offer a wide selection of
advanced sports camp designed to provide players with the opportunity
to improve both their skills and knowledge of a specific sport. Each camp
is run by a Head Varsity Coach at Saint Francis, and is staffed by members
of the coaching staff.

www.sfhs.com/summer 650.968.1213 x650
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Camp Boogaloo & Camp Zoom Mountain View

These new Summer Day Camps are sure to keepyourkids busy! Camp Boogaloo,
open to youth 6-11 years old, will be held at Castro Park, 505 Escuela Ave. Camp
Zoom, open to youth 9-12 years old, will be held at Crittenden Athletic Field,
1500 Middlefield Road. Both of these traditional day camps are filled with fun
theme weeks, weekly trips, swimming, games, crafts and more!

www.mountainview.gov 650.903.6331

Castilleja Summer Camp Palo Alto
Castilleja Summer Day Camp offers a range of age-appropriate activities
including athletics, art, science, computers, writing, crafts, cooking,
drama, and music classes each day and weekly field trips.

www.castilleja.org 650.328.3160

City of Mountain View Mountain View

Recreation Division

Discover fun with us this summer through the many programs available
with the City of Mountain View Recreation Division. From sports to
traditional day camps, to cooking camps, dance camps and art camps... we
have it alll Mountain View Community Center, 201 S. Rengstorff Avenue
www.mountainview.gov 650.903.6331

Community School of Music
and Arts (CSMA) Mountain View

50+ creative camps for Grades K-8! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics,
Sculpture, Musical Theater, School of Rock, Digital Arts, more! One-
and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Extended care
available. Financial aid offered.
www.arts4all.org 650.917.6800 ext. 0

Deer Hollow Farm Rancho San Antonio
Wilderness Camps Open Space Preserve

Children ages 6-14 can meet the livestock, help with farm chores, explore
a wilderness preserve and have fun with crafts, songs and games. Older
campers conclude the week with a sleepover at the Farm. Near the
intersection of Hwy 85 and Hwy 280
www.mountainview.gov 650.903.6331

J-Camp Oshman Family JCC Palo Alto

Exciting activities for kindergarteners through teens include swimming,
field trips, sports and more. Enroll your child in traditional or special
focus camps like Computer Animation, Baking, Urban Art & Murals,
Outdoor Exploration and many others!

www.paloaltojcc.org/jcamp

Palo Alto Community Child Care (PACCC) Palo Alto

PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide variety of
fun opportunities! Neighborhood Adventure Fun and Ultimate Adventure
Fun for the more active and on-the-go campers! New this year: Sports
Adventure Camp, JV for the younger athletes and Varsity for the older
sports enthusiasts! We introduce FAME - Fine arts, Music and Entertainment
- a 4-week opportunity for the artists. Returning is Operation Chef for out
of this world cooking fun! Swimming twice per week, periodic field trips,
special visitors and many engaging camp activities, songs and skits round
out the fun offerings of PACCC Summer Camps! Open to campers from all
communities! Come join the fun in Palo Alto! Register online.

www.paccc.org 650.493.2361

TechKnowHow® Computer Palo Alto
and LEGO® Summer Camp Menlo Park/Sunnyvale
Fun and enriching technology classes for students, ages 5-16. Courses
include LEGO® projects with motors, K'NEX®, NXT® Robotics, Arduino™,
iPad® Movie Making and Game Design. Classes feature high-interest, age-
appropriate projects which teach technology and science skills. Half and
Full day options. Early bird and multiple week discounts are also available.

650.638.0500

650.223.8622

www.techknowhowkids.com

YMCA of Silicon Valley
What makes Y camps different?

We believe every child deserves the opportunity to discover who they are and
what they can achieve.Y campers experience the outdoors, make new friends
and have healthy fun in a safe, nurturing environment. They become more
confident and grow as individuals, and they learn value in helping others. We
offer day, overnight, teen leadership and family camps. Financial assistance is
available. Get your summer camp guide at ymcasv.org/summer camp

www.ymcav.org 408.351.6400

Peninsula

Early Learning Write Now! Palo Alto/
Summer Writing Camps Pleasanton
Emerson School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton open
their doors and offer their innovative programs: Expository Writing,
Creative Writing, Presentation Techniques, and (new) test-taking skills.
Call or visit our site for details.

www.headsup.org 650.424.1267; 925.485.5750
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Foothill College Los Altos Hills

Two Six-Week Summer Sessions beginning June 10. These sessions are
perfect for university students returning from summer break who need
to pick up a class and high school juniors, seniors and recent graduates
who want to get an early start.

www.foothill.edu 650.949.7362

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
K-12 offerings taught by exceptional, experienced faculty and staff. K-6
morning academics — focusing on math, language arts and science —and
full spectrum of afternoon recreation. Grades 6-12 for credit courses and
non-credit enrichment opportunities. Sports programs also offered.

www.summer.harker.org 408.553.0537

iD Tech Camps and iD Tech Academies Stanford
Take interests further and gain a competitive edge! Ages 7-17 create
apps, video games, C++/Java programs, movies, and more at weeklong,
day and overnight summer programs. Held at Stanford and others. Also
2-week, pre-college programs for ages 13-18.

www.iDTech.com 1.888.709.TECH (8324)

iD Film Academy for Teens Stanford

Discover how filmmaking or photography can lead to a rewarding career.
2-week, pre-college summer programs for ages 13-18. Held at UC Berkeley,
Yale, and NYU. Also weeklong camps for ages 7-17 held at iD Tech Camps.

www.iDFilmAcademy.com 1.888.709.TECH (8324)

iD Game Academy for Teens Stanford/
Design & Development Bay Area

Instead of just playing games, design and develop your own. 2-week, pre-
college summer programs in game design, development, programming, and
3D modeling. Also week long camps for ages 7-17 held at iD Tech Camps.

www.iDGameDevAcademy.com 1.888.709.TECH (8324)
iD Programming Academy Stanford/
for Teens Bay Area

Gain a competitive edge and learn how programming can become a
college degree and even a rewarding career. 2-week, pre-college summer
programs in programming, app development, and robotics engineering.
Also weeklong camps for ages 7-17 held at iD Tech Camps.

www.iDProgrammingAcademy.com 1.888.709.TECH (8324)

ISTP’s Language Immersion Summer Camp  Palo Alto
ISTP Summer Camp is designed to give participants a unique opportunity
to spend their summer break learning or improving in a second language.
Students are grouped according to both grade level and language of
proficiency. Our camp offers many immersion opportunities and consists of a
combination of language classes and activities taught in the target language.
Sessions are available in French, Mandarin and Chinese and English ESL and
run Monday through Friday, 8am to 3:30pm with additional extending care
from 3:30pm to 5:30pm

www.istp.org 650-251-8519

Mid-Peninsula High School Menlo Park
Summer at Mid-Pen includes 5 weeks of diverse classes designed to keep
students engaged in learning. Our summer classes have two purposes: to
offer interesting electives and allow students to complete missing high
school credit. Summer session runs from June 23 to July 24,2014

www.mid-pen.com 650.321.1991

Stanford Explore: Stanford
A Lecture Series on Biomedical Research

EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford! Stanford EXPLORE offers high
school students the unique opportunity to learn from Stanford professors
and graduate students about diverse topics in biomedical science,
including bioengineering, neurobiology, immunology and many others.

explore.stanford.edu explore-series@stanford.edu

Stratford School - Camp Socrates Palo Alto/Bay Area
Academic enrichment infused with traditional summer camp fun--that’s
what your child will experience at Camp Socrates. Sessions begin June 23 and
end August 8, with option to attend all seven weeks, or the first four June 23-
July 18). Full or half-day, morning or afternoon programs available. Perfect for
grades preschool through 8th. 17 campuses throughout Bay Area.

www.StratfordSchools.com/Summer 650.493.1151

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Summer at Saint Francis provides a broad range of academic and athletic
programs for elementary through high school students. It is the goal of
every program to make summer vacation enriching and enjoyable!

www.sfhs.com/summer 650.968.1213 x446
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Adults

Beginning through
Competitive Levels

Susan Jones Roy
Olympic Swimmer

A view of the two steel and glass four-story office buildings that the Sobrato Organization plans to build
off Commonwealth Drive, near U.S. 101, in Menlo Park. The city has started reviewing the project’s draft

environmental and financial impact reports.

New office complex would
bring traffic plus revenue

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

enlo Park has been
hoping to see more
action in the city’s M-2

industrial zone just about as
long as it’s wanted to revitalize
El Camino Real. The Planning
Commission recently took a
look at the draft environmental
and financial impact analyses for
a project that will, slowly, bring
that hope closer to fruition.

s The Sobrato Organization
submitted a proposal in 2012
to build a corporate center at
151 Commonwealth Drive and
164 Jefferson Drive, near U.S.
101, after buying the property
from the former

so far Sobrato isn’t offering. But
the concept did surface during
the Planning Commission’s dis-
cussion.

Commissioner Vince Bressler
noted that he found it “kind of
unacceptable that we just keep
piling on the traffic and the
answer is, well, we’ll do some-
thing on the next project.” He
said he didn’t know how the
project could get approved with-
out a development agreement or
some other mechanism to make
the added traffic worthwhile to
the city.

“We have to justify why this is
worth enduring,” he said.

Other projects in the M-2
district, such as Facebook’s two
campuses and the

Diageo  North Menlo Gateway
America distillery. ‘VWe have to justify complex, came
The company pro- hy this i h with development
poses to merge the ~ WNY this Is wort agreements, but

lots into a single
13.3-acre site to
construct two steel
and glass four-sto-
ry office buildings,
with 867 parking spaces, a rec-
reation area, and an outdoor
plaza with chairs and water
fountains.

“It’s our first foray into (Menlo
Park),” a Sobrato representative
told the Planning Commission
on March 24. He said the com-
pany had tried several times, but
wasn’t able to acquire the real
estate needed before now.

At 259,920 square feet total,
the office buildings would reach
up to 62 feet in height, nearly
double the current limit for
the M-2 district, so the project
would require a conditional
permit. Another major concern
is traffic, particularly along
segments of Marsh Road and
Chilco Street.

What the project doesn’t
require, however, is a develop-
ment agreement — a contract
between an applicant and Menlo
Park for community benefits in
exchange for project approvals.
The city can’t demand one, and

enduring’

PLANNING COMMISSIONER
VINCE BRESSLER

also required more
exceptions to the
city’s zoning regu-
lations, according
to staff.

Commissioner Henry Riggs
compared the ever-increasing
traffic impacts to waiting for a
bus that’s already full and can’t
take on any more passengers
at stop after stop. “At the third
stop, you kind of ask what’s
wrong with this picture?” The
other projects all came with
traffic impacts of their own
that could not be completely
mitigated, he said, so what’s left
to try?

Senior Transportation Engi-
neer Nikki Nagaya said that
each development is responsible
for one set of mitigations, such
as restriping an intersection,
leading to incremental improve-
ments.

In past discussions, Sobrato
representatives have questioned
paying potentially $3.8 million
in traffic fees when they esti-
mate the impacts could be miti-
gated by much less — $300,000

See COMMONWEALTH, page 14

(650) 967-3351

www.susanroyswimming.com

Image courtesy of Sobrato

Classes to help you and your baby

START
- STRONG

9

Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital
Stanford

Stanford
Children’s Health

Prenatal Yoga Sundays, May 4-18: 4:30pm to 5:30pm
This graceful program incorporates stretching, toning, posture and body mechanics most
applicable in pregnancy and in the birthing process. Ongoing monthly classes can be started
at any point in your pregnancy.

Visit us at startstrongbaby.com

YOUR CHILD’S HEALTH
\ 1

Infant Massage Workshop Wednesday, April 30: 10:30am to 12:30pm
Learn the techniques of infant massage along with tips to relieve gas, aid digestion and
soothe the soreness of vaccination sites on your baby. Recommended for infants from one
month of age to crawling.

Preparing for Multiples Sunday, May 4: 12pm to 4:30pm
Are you expecting twins, or triplets or more? With the potential for early delivery, expectant
parents of multiples are encouraged to learn everything there is to know about carrying and
delivering multiple infants.

Concussions in Children: A Silent Epidemic Monday, May 12: 7pm to 8:30pm
Join us for an evening discussion just for parents, teachers, coaches and other adult resources
of pre-teens and teens. Dr. Gerald Grant, Acting Associate Professor in the Department of
Neurosurgery at Stanford University School of Medicine will discuss the latest findings and
treatments for concussions in middle and high school aged children. This seminar is free of
charge however seating is limited. Please RSVP to reserve your space.

Call (650) 725-4424 for classes in English and Spanish. Visit www.pediatricweightcontrol.
Ipch.org to read what past families say about the program. Spaces are limited.

Call (650) 724-4601 or visit calendar.Ipch.org to register or obtain more
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.
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THE JEAN anp BILL LANE

LECTURE SERIES 2013-2014

Presents Kdtﬁiyn j‘[d?’?’lSOTl

Reading
MonNbAy, AprIL 14, 2014, 8:00 pm
CEMEX AUDITORIUM
ZAMBRANO HaLL, 641 KNIGHT WAy
STANFORD UNIVERSITY

“Acutely conscious of the ways in which the past
shapes the present, Ms. Harrison writes with skill,
passion and a fierce need to make sense of her
characters’ lives.”

— MICHIKO KAKUTANI, New York Times

FREE anp OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
INFORMATION: 650.723.0011 HTTP:// CREATIVEWRITING.STANFORD.EDU
Sponsored by Stanford University’s Creative Writing Program

NOTICE OF
COMMISSION VACANCIES

The City of Menlo Park is now recruiting interested individuals to
serve on a variety of commissions that examine issues of community
concern and provide guidance to the City Council. Become involved

in your community. Apply today!

COMMISSION NUMBER OF VACANCIES
Bicycle Commission 3 Vacancies
Environmental Quality .
Commission 2 Vacancies
Housing Commission 1 Vacancy
Library Commission 6 Vacancies
Parks and Recreation ;
Commission 2 Vacancies
Planning Commission 2 Vacancies
Transportation Commission 3 Vacancies

TO APPLY: Contact the City Clerk’s Office at 650-330-6620 or email the City Clerk,

Pam Aguilar, at PIAguilar@menlopark.org to request an application. You may also

visit us online at: http://www.menlopark.org/city commissions.html.

APPLICATIONS DUE MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2014

14 =
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m POLICE CALLS

This information is from the Atherton
Police Department and the San Mateo
County Sheriff’s Office. Under the

law, people charged with offenses are
considered innocent unless convicted.
The dates police received the report
are shown.

PORTOLA VALLEY

B Someone pried off a fan on the back
of a snack shack on the grounds of

the Woodside Priory School, entered
the shack and stole about $250 from

a cash box. With the damage to the
shack included, the losses amount to
$450. March 17.

ATHERTON

Residential burglary reports:

M A resident of Westridge Drive
returned home to find a broken front
window and an open front door. She
called 911 from a neighbor’s house
and then walked through her resi-
dence. The resident’s wedding ring
and a “Pave” ring are missing, as is an
Apple iMac computer, a total loss esti-
mated at $100,000. March 20.

Hl A resident of Favonia Road returned
home after a three-day trip and, after
being home for a while, noticed that
the TV inside her armoire was missing.
She walked through the house and
discovered that her two cats, who had
been inside the house when she left,
were now outside, and that a jewelry
box was missing. All told, a loss of
$950. March 22.

Residential burglary report: Some-
one entered a private gymnasium of a
residence on Elena Avenue and stole a
$500 Apple iPad. The door to the gym
was unlocked. March 24.

Assault with deadly weapon report:
Police made an arrest after medics
reported a possible incidence of bat-
tery at a home on Leon Way. The sus-
pect is accused of throwing a stainless
steel bottle that hit an elderly person
on the nose and caused a laceration.
March 24.

WOODSIDE

Residential burglary report: Some-
one entered a Summit Road house by
means unknown and stole a coin col-
lection and a baseball card collection,
a total loss of about $6,050. March 21.

Saturday: Deadline for
White House recipe contest

The April 5 deadline for
this year’s “Healthy Lunchtime
Challenge,” sponsored by First
Lady Michelle Obama, is fast
approaching.

Last year, Menlo Park resi-
dent Rose Scott was named
California’s winner for her
pork and tofu lettuce cups
recipe. She’s ineligible to enter
the contest again, her mother
said, but her younger brother

is trying his hand this year.

Children between the ages
of 8 to 12 may enter an origi-
nal lunch recipe of their own
creation. Winners may get
the chance to visit the White
House to attend the “Kids’
State Dinner,” as Rose did last
year.

Go to tinyurl.com/9lfaydk to
learn more about the rules and
how to enter.

COMMONWEALTH

continued from page 13

to $500,000 — in light of the
financial benefits the center
would bring to Menlo Park.
Sobrato Development Direc-
tor Richard Truempler esti-
mated in 2012 that the project
would yield $100,000 in annual
benefits for Menlo Park, plus
$163,000 for the fire district
and $135,000 for the Sequoia
Union High School District.
The draft fiscal analysis

reviewed by the Planning Com-
mission hewed closely to those
figures in two categories — the
city’s general fund would see
an annual revenue increase of
$138,900 and the school district
would get $111,700 a year — but
the report projects a revenue
bump of only $15,200 for the
fire district.

The public comment period
for the draft environmental and
fiscal impact reports, which are
posted on the city’s website,
ends on April 14. B

SUPPORT LOCAL

JOURNALISM

Support The Almanac’s
coverage of our community.

Memberships begin at only 17¢ per day

Join today:
SupportLocalJournalism.org/Almanac




NEW PRICE $13,900,000

PRIME WEST ATHERTON www.7FaxonForest.com
Custom built by Pacific Peninsula Group in 2008 | Prestigious Menlo Park Circus Club location | 1+ ac
3-level, 11,873+/- sf floorplan | Wine cellar | Theatre | Exercise retreat | Cabana | Pool | Menlo Park Schools

THE GULLIXSONS HAVE ACHIEVED A TOTAL SALES VOLUME OF OVER $3.1 BILLION IN REAL ESTATE SALES
AND HAVE THE #1 MARKET SHARE IN ATHERTON; IN 2012 THEY WERE RANKED @
THE #4 TEAM IN THE NATION BY THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

H H LANCEFREEMAN BRENTGULLIXSON MARYGULLIXSON
650.888.7513 650.888.4898 650.888.0860 A=

PACIFIC Ifreeman@PacificPeninsula.com brentg@apr.com mary@apr.com ALAIN PINEL

PENINSULA
GROUP

MARY: BRE 00373961 | BRENT: BRE 01329216 | LANCE: BRE 01046732 Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other
sources deemed reliable. However, neither seller nor listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or to purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation. Photography by Bernard André
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24/70n Call HOME CARE Experts

Let us help your loved ones retain their pride,
V dignity & independence with our full-service

home care.
e

 Bathing, dressing, grooming & toileting

» Light housekeeping & meal preparation

» Transportation, shopping & errands

» Medication reminders & physical activities
» Companionship & more

Best Home Care For Le$$

$1ooo off'

First Month of Live-in
Home Care Service*
*6 months minimum,
d\ offer expires 03/31/14 1

2 C
findeed

YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

Call (650) 328-1001
now to book your
FREE initial assessment

(650) 328-1001 « www.Carelndeed.com ¢ 1150 Chestnut St., Menlo Park, CA 94025

15% -

NEe————>5>
FLOORING & DESIGN

N EWS

Police arrest two burglary
suspects in the Willows

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

ome mornings, you just
Senjoy a quiet cup of cof-

fee while catching up on
the news. Other mornings, you
might spot strangers stroll-
ing away from your neighbor’s
house as you happen to glance
out your window.

Around 10:32 a.m. on March
26, a Menlo Park man saw two
people he didn’t recognize in
the 300 block of Central Avenue,
in the Willows neighborhood.
After watching the pair travel
up and down the driveway of
the house next door, he decided
to call the police.

After officers arrived, they
found another resident who
said someone had tried to force

25% OFF ALL ITEMS-

APRIL 2014 GRAND OPENING RAFFLE!

Fill out form below for a chance to win one of these prizes:

Free Wool Carpet Installation or Custom Area Rug

2 Contemporary Area Rugs -
Laguna Pouf Pillow
2 Tickets to the Guild Theater
Name »
-
Email Phone

For more information visit: www.menloflooring.com

905 El Camino | Menlo Park, CA
650-384-6326

*Winners will be contracted via email or phone on May 1, 2014. Prizes are subject to change without notice. Must bring raffle ticket into store before May 1, 2014.**Sale ends May 1, 2014.
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open the door to her home. An
extensive search turned up two
men who matched the descrip-
tions of the suspects, and a bag
tossed into some bushes con-
taining jewelry and other small
items allegedly stolen from
yet another house, this one on
Laurel Avenue, according to the
police report.

Robert Clark, 22, and James
McGee, 23, both of Redwood
City, were arrested for bur-
glary, attempted burglary and
conspiracy. Police also said
Mr. Clark was on parole for
burglary and possession of
stolen property at the time of
the arrest.

Police ask anyone who might
have information about this case
to call 330-6300 or the anony-
mous tipline at 330-6395. B

MENLO BRIEFS

continued from page 9

include sculptor Chris Efstratis
and photographer Barbara Lee.

The free festival runs from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on Sunday.

Search and rescue team
deploys to Alaska

With Washington state’s
search and rescue teams busy
with the aftermath of a deadly
mudslide, a large-scale disaster
exercise in nearby Alaska found
itself short on participants.

The exercise, Operation Shield,
had been in the works for two
years. But members of California
Task Force 3, sponsored by the
Menlo Park Fire Protection Dis-
trict, got only a few hours’ notice
that they were being asked to fill
in, according to Chief Harold
Schapelhouman. The last-minute
scramble was nothing new for a
team that saw deployment after
the Oklahoma City bombing and
Hurricane Katrina.

“Essentially, our folks are
in their comfort zone of con-
trolled chaos — right where we
want them to be in preparation
for a real emergency,” Chief
Schapelhouman said in a press
release. He described the invi-
tation as “an incredible honor
for our team.”

Seventy-two team members
flew to Alaska at 3 a.m. on
Thursday, March 27, to join the
Anchorage Fire Department and
National Guard over the fol-
lowing 24 hours in an exercise
involving a debris pile simulat-
ing a structure collapsed by an
earthquake. They then returned
home on Saturday night.
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Dr. Edward Barthold

Menlo Medical Clinic physician,
Atherton resident

Dr. Edward “Ed” A. Barthold
Jr., whose career as a physi-
cian included long involvement
with the Menlo Medical Clinic
and association with Stanford’s
School of Medicine, died at
home in Atherton on March 18.
He was 87.

A San Francisco native, Dr.
Barthold joined the U.S. Navy’s
V-12 College Training program
after high school, enrolling in
the University of Southern Cali-
fornia. As a freshman, he was
a starting lineman who played
both offense and defense in the
1945 Rose Bowl, according to his
family. He ultimately graduated
from UC Berkeley, then went to
medical school at UC San Fran-
cisco.

Dr. Barthold joined the Menlo
Medical Clinic in 1956, and was
a “prime mover” in the construc-
tion of the clinic’s new facility in
1970, his family said. He also
was the principal organizer of
Peninsula Medical Laboratory,
served a term as
chief of staff of
what was then
known as Palo
Alto Stanford
Hospital, and
was a member
for some time
of the Stan-
ford School of
Medicine’s clinical department,
according to his family.

He married his high school
sweetheart, Carol Allan, in 1947.
The Bartholds had two children:
Lynn, who died in 1968; and
Gary, who died in 1992. Carol
Barthold died in 1985.

In 1987, Dr. Barthold married
Constance “Connie” Ringold.

Ed Barthold

Jane Ciochetti

Portola Valley resident
who loved to travel

Jane E. Ciochetti, a resident of
Portola Valley since 1963, died
Feb. 25 at age 84.

Born in Evanston,
Illinois, Ms. Ciochetti
attended the University
of Arizona, drawn to
that region by the sun-
shine and love of horse-
back riding, according
to her family. It was at
college that she met her
future husband, Tom Ciochetti,
whom she married after her
graduation. The couple lived in
Nevada, where Tom was serving
in the U.S. Air Force, and later
lived in Dallas and Southern
California before settling 51
years ago in Portola Valley.

Ms. Ciochetti soon became
involved in her new community,
joining the Newcomers’ Club,
and participating in the Satur-
day night barbecues sponsored
by the Ladera Recreation Dis-
trict, her family said. She also
joined the Nine-Hole Ladies

Name: Rudi Wever
Position: Sales

Last Book Read: The Art
of Racing in the Rain

Last Movie: The Icemen

group at the Sharon Heights
Golf and Country Club.

A love of adventure led her to
summer school in college at the
University of Hawaii, and a sum-
mer stay in Mexico with friends,
her family said. She later
traveled extensively with
her sister, Evey Harri-
son, and her daughter,
Robin Willard.

Ms. Ciochetti’s death
was due to complica-
tions of Alzeheimer’s
disease. In a prepared
obituary notice, her son,
Tom Ciochetti, wrote: “Although
she eventually started forgetting
names and faces, she never lost
her cheerful attitude and sense
of humor. When she couldn’t
find a word or finish a sentence,
she would laugh, often making a
joke. She passed away peacefully,
leaving us with a smile and the
memory of a life enjoyed.”

Ms. Ciochetti was preceded
in death by her husband and by
a daughter, Julie Seagraves. She
is survived by her children Tom
and Robin, and by five grand-
children.

He came to refer to the mar-
riage as “mergers and acquisi-
tions,” his family said. That’s
because with Connie came her
seven children and their fami-
lies, creating a situation that
“suited Ed’s personality,” his
family said.

Dr. Barthold was a long-
standing member of the Palo
Alto Club and the Menlo
Circus Club. He and Connie,
along with family and friends,
caroled through their Atherton
neighborhood on Christmas
Eve, with Dr. Barthold dressed
as Santa.

Connie Barthold died in Feb-

Because of all your

knowledgeable and honest

ruary. Dr. Barthold is survived
by his stepchildren, Gordon
Ringold, Christine Ryland, Les-
lie Stepp, Jeffrey Ringold, James
Stutsman, and Holly Sichel; 11
grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild.

The family requests that dona-
tions in his memory be made to
the Barthold Fund at the Charles
Armstrong School in Belmont,
which Dr. Barthold helped to
establish, and where he was a
trustee and benefactor; or to a
charity of the donor’s choice.

The family plans a private
celebration of life for Ed and
Connie Barthold.

Greatly appreciated... S%

advice, your meticulous and
thorough attention to detail, my

Museum Quality Repairs
® Porcelain ® Pottery ® Marble
® Jade ® Ivory ® Glass
* Wood e Stone
650-948-4245

THE
RESTORATION

‘ STUDIO

www.restorationstudio.com

home sold quickly and for more
than I ever dreamed possible.
Growing up here and being
respected in our community, only
adds to your genuine apprecia-
tion and understanding of this
unique housing market.

30+ years of
local knowledge.
Bornin

@ Menlo Park.
Raised in
Atherton.

A Woodside
resident.

BRE# 01498634

650-743-7702
sgray@cbnorcal.com
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Last Ride: Highway 9, across
Skyline Blvd., down Page Mill Rd,
and into work.

Mt. Revard J"f ’

]

PALO ALTO ,
BICYCLES

171 University Ave., Palo Alto « 650.328.7411 « www.paloaltobicycles.com < Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10am - 7pm, Sat. 10am - 6pm, Sun. 11am - 5pm

Favorite Epic Ride: Mt. Revard via
Chambery to Aix-les-Bains... amazing! §

Bike: LeMond Tete de Course
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Viewpoint

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS

ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES FROM PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY. EDITED BY TOM GIBBONEY

Golf course water well still a bad idea

Menlo Park’s Environmental Quality Commission turned

thumbs down on the idea, the commission once again recom-
mended against proceeding with a proposal for the city to drill a
well in a public park and pump the water up the hill to irrigate the
Sharon Heights golf course.

The cost of the well and water lines would be paid by the Sha-
ron Heights Golf and Country Club, which now buys approxi-
mately 60 million gallons of potable water from the city to water
the course and for other uses at the club. Part of the club’s plan
would be to provide water from the new line
to also irrigate Nealon, Jack Lyle, and Sharon
parks, as well as La Entrada School. The pro-
posal says that it would reduce the city’s draw
of Hetch Hetchy water by 13 million gallons a
year and save about $68,000 a year. Jack Lyle
Park and Nealon Park top the list of potential sites for the well;
in Jack Lyle, unlike Nealon, no permit would be required to drill
a well.

But beyond the city’s savings is the question of how much the
private Sharon Heights club would save and whether city residents
would support the plan in light of the drought. Other questions
are whether gray water could be used for irrigation, a practice that
has more and more appeal as Hetch Hetchy and other sources are
pushed to their limit in this ultra-dry year. So far, no progress has
been reported on the city’s effort to establish a gray-water recovery
program.

Another factor that stands in the way of any deal to drill a well is
the staunch opposition of Nealon Park neighbors, who in a letter
last fall asked the city to “shut down this project once and for all.”
The neighbors point out that a conditional use permit is required
for a project like a well that would benefit a private party. In addi-

In the midst of a debilitating drought and just two years after

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

tion, neighbors are concerned about depleting natural resources
(the water in the aquifer).

“Not one drop of water is saved,” said Elizabeth Houck, who often
speaks out on issues affecting the Nealon Park neighborhood.

Despite these misgivings, city staff appears to believe that taking
water from the aquifer is a reasonable proposition. A staff report
suggests that as the Bay Area’s population grows there will be more
and more pressure on the Hetch Hetchy water supply, making a
good case for the city to use the aquifer to provide 60 million gal-
lons of water per year to Sharon Heights Country Club for its golf
course. An analysis of the aquifer’s capacity done
for the city in 2005 shows its annual recharge
rate or inflow ranges from 1.3 billion to 2.6 bil-
lion gallons per year, depending on rainfall. The
estimated local use is considerably less — 358
million gallons per year, including municipal
use, private wells and Stanford University. And the report estimates
the $4 million cost of the well and associated pipelines would be
covered entirely by the country club, while the well would provide
water to the three parks and La Entrada School. The staff estimates
the pipeline would save the city 13 million gallons of Hetch Hetchy
water per year.

At this point, there is no formal proposal for the well set to
come before the Parks and Recreation Commission or the City
Council. Our opinion on this project has not changed since 2011,
when we said we were concerned about droughts and that it is
hardly prudent to believe that Hetch Hetchy will meet all the Bay
Area’s needs forever. At some point we may need to pump water
from the aquifer just to meet local needs. But if we begin pump-
ing now just to water a private golf course, the water might not
be there when the Hetch Hetchy supply begins to run low, and
the city really needs it.

LETTERS

Our readers write

Golf course in public park
well not a good choice

Editor:

Last week the Environmental
Quality Commission for the
fourth time in three years wran-
gled with the Sharon Heights
Country Club’s “non-project”
application to dig a well in a
Menlo Park public park that will
extract water from the aquifer to
be pumped up to the club for the
purpose of watering the club’s
golf course.

The commission was heroic
in its efforts to once again
understand the complicated
impacts of using water from
the aquifer, the city’s history of
water usage, the recharged rates
of using water from the aquifer,
the history of the club’s use of
the aquifer for irrigation, and
the reasons it switched to Hetch
Hetchy water. On and on.

‘.
g

All this for a “non-project.”
City staff gave a presentation
with slides and answered numer-
ous questions as well as anyone
could do, considering the limited
time staff is allowed to spend

Continued on next page

Our Regiona Heritage

Portola Valley Archives
For the first half of the 20th century, the headquarters of the Ormondale Ranch was between today’s
Iroquois Trail and Shawnee Pass. These buildings formed the center of the complex. Nicolas Larco’s
house on the left was used as a bunkhouse for ranch hands, and the foreman’s house is in the
background.
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on a “non-project.” It appeared
that staff was carrying the club’s
water at the presentation.

This process is upside down.
If Sharon Heights Country Club
applied for an actual permit the
council might have directed
staff to retain a consultant with
water policy expertise that could
have organized a presentation
for the council and public before
burdening a volunteer commis-
sion with an issue that was not
even on this year’s goal setting.

Once again, residents took the
time to attend the meeting and
once again all opposed this idea.
In all the EQC meetings regard-
ing this idea, no residents have
supported the club’s plan.

The city needs an emer-
gency well. The city has been
instructed by BAWSCA to
reduce its use of Hetch Hetchy
water. If our parks need water,
the city can dig a well and use
ground water for irrigation.
However, when a private club
pays for the construction of
a well in a private park for its
use, the city is married for-
ever to this club. It’s a private
well and ending the relation-
ship could result in a lawsuit
against the city.

Don’t go down this road. It’s
wrong for so many reasons.
Concentrate on the city’s need
for emergency wells and maybe
use some of the water for Burgess
Park. The city needs a policy on
water and an understanding
of how every development it
approves carries with it the issue
of providing water for it and
sewage from it. The two current
developments on the city’s radar
include approximately 800,000
square feet of development. The
water for these developments
should be considered before

water for the Sharon Heights
Country Club.

Brielle Johnck

Central Avenue, Menlo Park

Thank you to the town of
Portola Valley

Editor:

Id just like to express my
thanks to the town government
and residents for some efforts
made on behalf of cyclists and
pedestrians during the past year.

Specifically, additional park-
ing enforcement and signs along
Portola Road near the Windy
Hill parking area has resulted in
increased protection for cyclists
(and the occasional pedestrian)
and prevents us (cyclists) from
being forced into traffic lanes by
a line of illegally/poorly parked
cars.

I've biked in this area for 12
years now, and it is my sense that
respect for others and adherence
to the law is increasing gener-
ally. Efforts by cities and towns
in this area are an extremely
valuable part of that increasing
respect and compliance.

Ill keep doing my part by
stopping at signs, yielding to
pedestrians, and keeping my
lights flashing, but I wanted to
share my gratitude and the extra
measure of joy I feel when bik-
ing through Portola Valley. Your
efforts are noted and greatly
appreciated.

Peter Lenhardt
University Drive, Menlo Park

Vegetation always wins
over cement

Editor:

The following letter was
addressed to the Menlo Park
City Council:

“Don’t fight lost battles” is
an important phrase and con-
cept to remember when one is

involved in political and ethical
battles like trying to prevent
a beautiful, wooded waterway
(San Francisquito Creek) from
being turned into a cement
(trapezoid) walled storm drain
in the name of flood control.

And it is gratifying when one
“wins,” as described in my self-
published 1975 book, “A P/U
History of Menlo Park, which to
this writer’s delight is still in the
Menlo Park and other libraries.
But if one lives long enough,
often one witnesses the same
battles arising to be fought by
conscientious people in the next
generation.

Downstream flooding
has many causes, including
upstream land use. East Palo
Alto and the bayside parts of
many communities were built
before we had a thorough
understanding of drainage pat-
terns, flood plains and the
properties of saturated soils.
And these days we are forced to
change our thinking on climate
itself as we see high cement
structures being drowned as
water levels rise around the
world. The so-called Hundred-
Year Flood is now not an
adequate basis for planning our
surroundings.

One of the first things done in
building or upgrading commu-
nities is tending to the landscap-
ing. In many communities, wise
politicians and planners are
even replacing parking spaces
with trees. There is a difference
in what happens to a person’s
mind and soul or whatever you
want to call it when looking at a
cement wall or even a rock-lined
creek bed versus a beautiful
tree. When it comes to cement
vs. vegetation, vegetation will
ultimately win.

Martha B. Hopkins
Tucson, Arizona

The
online guide to Menlo
Park businesses

Good for
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« Write and read reviews

« Find deals and coupons
- Buy gift certificates

« Discover local businesses
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Visit ShopMenloPark.com today

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR COMMITTEES

ARTS AND CULTURE COMMITTEE
Meets first Thursday of each month, 5:00 p.m.; appointed for two-year term.

The Committee strengthens multigenerational community involvement
by initiating, sponsoring and celebrating local art, creativity and cultural
activities including, but not limited to, the areas of art, photography, de-
sign, music, horticulture, culinary arts, literature, drama and dance. The
Committee will create opportunities to educate, inform and engage the
community about cultural affairs and will organize and supervise events
to showcase local creative talent

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
This committee is newly formed and the meeting day has not yet been deter-
mined; appointed for staggered two-year term.

The Committee supports the General Plan policies to institute or partici-
pate in education related to natural hazards and to support emergency
preparedness education. The Emergency Preparedness Committee
works with Town staff to develop and maintain appropriate plans and
procedures for responding to disasters, including wildfires, earthquakes,
floods and other emergencies. The Emergency Preparedness Committee
supports the work of the Citizens’ Emergency Response and Prepared-
ness Program (CERPP) to develop a network of volunteers to respond to
emergencies at the neighborhood level. The Emergency Preparedness
Committee works with staff to recruit, organize, train and maintain a
team of volunteers who can assist staffing an Emergency Operations
Center when Town staff is partially or wholly unavailable. The Emer-
gency Preparedness Committee works with staff to develop emergency
communication facilities and capabilities and to provide residents of the
Town with information and training in emergency topics.

LIVESTOCK AND EQUESTRIAN HERITAGE COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Wednesday of each month, 5:30 p.m.; appointed for unexpired
one-year term.

The Committee reviews applications for professional stable permits and
forwards recommendations to the Planning Commission. It also reviews
applications for exceptions to the private stable regulations and forwards
recommendations to the Planning Director. It conducts inspections of
stables in accordance with the requirements of the Municipal Code. The
Committee develops and supports education and information programs
which aid the community in sustaining, protecting enhancing and enjoy-
ing equestrian activities and facilities. The Committee is also a resource
for Town Council, staff and residents on equestrian matters.

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Thursday of each month, 5:30 p.m.; appointed for two-year
term.

The Committee advises and assists the Town Council, Planning Commis-
sion and staff in implementing the policies and goals of the Open Space
and Conservation elements of the General Plan, specifically with respect
to acquisition and maintenance of conservation easements and open
space preservation.

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Meets on call of Chair; appointed for two-year term.

The Committee advises the Town Council and staff on issues of com-
munity public safety, including police and fire services provided within
the Town.

RECREATION COMMITTEE
Meets first Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.; appointed for three-year term
and unexpired two-year term.

The Committee guides the activities of the community recreation pro-
grams.

SUSTAINABILITY AND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Monday of each month, 6:00 p.m.; appointed for two-year term
and unexpired one-year term.

The Committee advises and assists the Town Council, Planning Com-
mission, and staff on conservation, open space, noise, public services and
facilities as pertaining to the elements of the Town’s General Plan.

WOODSIDE HISTORY COMMITTEE
Meets second Thursday of each month, 10:00 a.m.; appointed for unexpired
one-year term.

The Committee advises the Town Council and staff regarding actions,
policies and plans relating to historic preservation.

Committees are volunteer positions and serve in an advisory capacity to the
Town Council.

Interested residents may request information and applications Monday
through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-12 noon and 1-5:00 p.m., from the Town Clerk’s
Office at Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, or telephone (650) 851-6790, or
through the Town’s web site at www.woodsidetown.org. Deadline for appli-
cations is Friday, May 2, 2014.

April 2, 2014 m TheAlmanacOnline.com = The Almanac = 19




139 ALBION AVENUE
W OODSTIDE

Remarkable in its beauty,
incredible livability, and
premier central location

5 bedrooms, 5 full and 2 half bathrooms
Completed in 2007

Pool, spa, and tennis court

Formal grounds of just over 2 acres

Award-winning Woodside School

Price upon request

www. 1 39AlbionAvenue.com |

CalBRE# 01230766

650.740.2970 Coldwell Banker International President’s E D
% edemma@cbnorcal.com  Premier Top 1% Infernationally RIKA EMMA
erikademma.com Top US Realtor, The Wall Street Journal, 2013
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