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Home-Improvement

ProfessionalsThis information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. 
Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verified 
this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. 
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WWW.HUGHCORNISH.COM

Park-like Setting with Majestic Redwoods 
111 Wyndham Drive, Portola Valley

Desirable single-level home with 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, plus offi ce 
www.111Wyndham.com   Offered at $2,395,000

English Country Estate 
680 Manzanita Way, Woodside

 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, approx. 5.43 acres; guest house, pool 
www.680Manzanita.com   Offered at $10,995,000

Traditional Elegance 
2 Serrano Drive, Atherton

Built by PPG, 6 bedrooms, 6.5 baths with pool 
www.2SerrranoDr.com   Offered at $7,200,000 

Co-listed with Natalie Comartin & Lisa Gao

Wonderful Opportunity 
205 Eleanor Drive, Woodside

Bank owned; beautiful remodeled 4 bedroom, 3 bath home 
www.205EleanorDr.com   Offered at $3,495,000

PROPERTY SHOWCASE BY HUGH CORNISH

sophisticated sharon heights home 
2315 Tioga Drive, Menlo Park

3+ bedrooms, 4.5 baths, fl exible fl oor plan, Las Lomitas schools 
www.2315Tioga.com   Offered at $3,650,000

just listed

for sale

just listed

for sale

for sale

Grand Tudor Estate on 2.72 Acres 
49 Tuscaloosa Avenue, Atherton

Prestigious 8 bedroom,  6.5 bath estate in West Atherton 
Price upon request

Not on MLS

#1 Agent, Menlo Park – El Camino Office, 2013

Ranked #85 Nationally by The Wall Street Journal, 2013

Over $1.5 Billion in Sales

650.566.5353
hcornish@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE# 00912143
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UPFRONT

 The Almanac won eight 
awards in the California News-
paper Publishers Association 
contest, including first-place 
awards for investigative report-
ing and artistic photo.
 The awards were announced 
Saturday at the CNPA confer-
ence in San Jose.

Police misconduct
 Almanac reporter Sandy 
Brundage won first place for 
her persistent investigative 
work that uncovered — in the 
face of California’s ironclad 
laws against disclosing police 
misconduct — how a Menlo 
Park officer was arrested with 
a prostitute and then managed 
to kept his job.
 She broke the story in a Jan. 
16, 2013, cover story. A vague 
comment she overheard in a bar 
turned into a months-long inves-
tigation that involved research-
ing records kept out of public 
sight. The series demonstrated 
that the confidential binding 
arbitration process many juris-
dictions use to handle appeals of 
police discipline cases is broken. 
 The articles identified defi-
ciencies in data-collecting by 

the district attorney’s offices 
in Santa Clara and San Mateo 
counties. In response, the dis-
trict attorney of Santa Clara 
County took steps to  collect and 
publicly disclose data regarding 
prosecutions of police officers.
 Following the series, the Menlo 
Park City Council implemented 
a new type of binding arbitra-
tion process and the Menlo Park 
police chief has committed to 
providing better transparency. 

Other awards
 A lmanac photographer 
Michelle Le won first place for 
her image of artist Drue Kataoka 
reflected in her artwork at the 
Djerassi artists’ compound in 
the Woodside Hills. Ms. Katao-
ka’s work involved using shards 
of mirror purposely shaped and 
arranged on 27 surfaces of a 
fallen oak tree. The photo ran 
with the July 24, 2013, cover 
story on Ms. Kataoka.
 Design director Shannon 
Corey won second place for 
“page layout and design” for the 
cover story on Ms. Kataoka and 
a cover story in the July 31, 2013, 
Almanac called “Double Duty,” 
an account by Almanac writer 

Barbara Wood of how Red Cross 
volunteers responded to a simul-
taneous double disaster of an 
airline crash and an apartment-
complex fire.
 The Almanac also won a sec-
ond-place award for its website, 
AlmanacNews.com.
 In addition, these Almanac 
entries were named Blue Rib-
bon Finalists (third or fourth 
places):
 ■ Best feature story: “Who’s 
watching,” a story by Renee 
Batti, Sandy Brundage and 
Dave Boyce in the Sept. 25, 2013, 
Almanac on stepped-up police 
surveillance through cameras 
and license-plate readers.
 ■ Education coverage: “Learn-
ing how to learn,” a story in 
the Nov. 14, 2012, Almanac by 
Barbara Wood on a small school 
in Portola Valley that is a lab for 
innovations in education.
 ■ Editorial comment: “City 
overreacts with censoring emails,” 
an editorial by Tom Gibboney in 
the Feb. 27, 2013, Almanac.
 ■ Artistic photo: Michelle 
Le’s photo of a young swimmer 
preparing to jump into the new 
Belle Haven Pool on Aug. 29, 
2013.

Almanac photographer Michelle Le won first place in the statewide CNPA contest for this photograph of artist 
Drue Kataoka reflected in her artwork at the Djerassi artists’ compound in the Woodside Hills. Ms. Kataoka’s 
work involved using shards of mirror purposely shaped and arranged on 27 surfaces of a fallen oak tree.

The Charles & Joan Horngren Kidney Education Series 

“Chronic Kidney Disease:  
Staying One Step Ahead: An Update” 

Sunday, May 18, 2014 
1:00 to 4:00 pm  
795 El Camino Real, 3rd floor, Palo Alto 

with Toby Go heiner, M.D.  
Nephrologist, Palo Alto Medical Founda on 

 

 

To Register:  

www.baakp.org 
info@baakp.org 
650-323-2225 

Free Event with Refreshments and Door Prizes! 

  

YMCA OF SILICON VALLEY

ENDLESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 
LIFELONG
MEMORIES

Summer is better at the Y.

ymcasv.org/ymcasummer

When life brings you unexpected challenges, Agility 
Health is by your side with full service healthcare delivered 

in the comfort and privacy of your home. 

To learn more about Agility Health, 

please call us at (650) 453-5100
or visit us online at www.agility-health.org

RN Care Management  Skilled Nursing Care  Rehabilitation

Care  Community Resources  Family Health Counseling

Quality Care. 
Quality Life.

Company employed Personal Care Attendants available 

to meet your hourly or live-in needs.

Almanac wins state-wide awards
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By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

How much efficiency 
is enough? When it 
comes to parking 

enforcement in downtown 
Menlo Park, the answer seems 
to be “a little less than we have.” 
Ticketing frequency is higher 
than in several other Peninsula 
cities, according to data pre-
sented during a council study 
session on April 29.
 The study session was held to 
review changes to downtown 
parking implemented nearly 
three years ago. Transportation 
Manager Jesse Quirion told 
the council those changes are 
“working as planned.”
 The changes included add-
ing pay-by-the-hour parking 
meters to Plaza 1, off El Camino 
Real and Oak Grove Avenue, 
and Plaza 5, off Crane Street 
and Santa Cruz Avenue. With 
the first two hours of parking 
free, users can buy up to seven 
more hours. And Menlo Park 
plans to integrate a mobile 
phone application to let people 
purchase more parking time on 
the go; the application will add 
a $0.35 transaction fee.
 The city also created 15-min-
ute “drop off” zones and 
limited to one hour spaces on 
Santa Cruz Avenue and several 
downtown side streets.
 Parking space occupancy rates 
hover in the 80 to 85 percent 
range, meaning the odds are 
pretty good of finding a space 
when you need one, Mr. Quiri-
on said. More people working 
downtown buy permits for $592 
for a year or pay to park all day 

in Plaza 1 or 5 instead of taking 
up on-street spaces closer to the 
businesses.
 The city has responded to 
complaints by making the 
one-hour-limit signs more vis-
ible along Santa Cruz Avenue, 
staff said.
 So far, so good. But as Coun-
cilman Rich Cline observed 
back in 2011, “You can do a great 
thing with parking, and people 
won’t think it’s a great thing.”
 This proved true as the con-
versation turned to enforce-
ment. According to the staff ’s 
statistics, Menlo Park averages 
5.9 citations per parking space 
per year. On Santa Cruz Ave-
nue, thanks to the one-hour 
slots, that jumps to 11.
 For comparison, Los Altos is 
1.21 and Redwood City, 5.31. Of 
the five Peninsula cities consid-
ered, only Burlingame, with 12.5 
tickets per space per year, ranked 
higher than Menlo Park.
 Mayor Ray Mueller, after 
contemplating the statistics, 
concluded that “if you park in 
Los Altos you are four times 
less likely (to get a ticket) than 
if you park in Menlo Park.”
 He wants a parking enforce-
ment policy more in line with 
the practices of Los Altos or Red-
wood City. Knowing there’s a 
higher chance of finding a ticket 
on the windshield — “That’s not 
the psychological experience I 
want (people) to have ... the effi-
ciency of those issuing citations 
is very good,” but “it’s happening 
too much, and it’s making us not 
competitive.”
 Vice Mayor Cat Carlton 
agreed, saying she’s gotten 
emails from business owners 

upset about the horrible experi-
ence shoppers have downtown.
 Mr. Cline shared that he’d 
recently gotten a ticket for 
parking on a white line which, 
he said, he’d had to do because 
the adjacent car had intruded 
into his space.
 Comparing ticketing frequen-
cy is not as straight-forward as 
one might suspect, though.
 While Mr. Mueller suggested 
Menlo Park should be more 

like Los Altos, Los Altos may 
be thinking they should be 
more like Menlo Park, accord-
ing to Menlo Park city staff.
 Los Altos only sends a park-
ing officer out when someone 
complains of a violation, they 
said, and business owners in 
Los Altos are arguing that 
enforcement should be a higher 
priority.
 While Redwood City is also 
lower, that city also has off-

street parking spaces by way 
of garages that people pay for 
upon exiting, circumventing 
the need for time limits.
 Public comment during the 
study session revisited the 
need to build a parking garage 
in Menlo Park for downtown 
employees, and expanding the 
one-hour limit on Santa Cruz 
Avenue to two hours.

Is city too aggressive with parking enforcement?

City of Menlo Park

This map shows the different parking zones in downtown Menlo Park. Plazas 1 and 5 offer the option 
to purchase up to nine hours of parking at a time. The one-hour slots on Santa Cruz Avenue average 11 
tickets per space per year. Of five Peninsula cities, only Burlingame had a higher frequency of citation with 
12.5 per space.

By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

Two schools in the Menlo 
Park City School District 
have been named Califor-

nia Distinguished Schools after 
a judging process that assessed 
their progress in narrowing 
the academic achievement gap 
among their students.
 Oak Knoll (K-5) in Menlo 
Park and Laurel (K-3) in Ather-
ton are among the 424 elemen-
tary schools in the state (out of 
about 6,000 schools) receiving 
the honor this year.
 To apply for the recognition, 

schools submit descriptions of 
two programs or “signature 
practices” that are then assessed 
by an outside team of educators, 
and this year’s eligibility criteria 
focused on students’ “entitle-
ment to an equitable and rigor-
ous education,” according the 
the state Department of Educa-
tion, which sponsors the Distin-
guished Schools program.
 “These awards are so much 
more than a plaque on the out-
side of Laurel and Oak Knoll,” 
said Superintendent Maurice 
Ghysels in a press release issued 
May 2. “They are statewide 

recognition of the innovation, 
dedication, and high standards 
of the administrators, teachers, 
staff, students and parents” of 
those school communities, he 
said.
 Oak Knoll Principal David 
Ackerman said that the effort to 
close the achievement gap while 
raising achievement for all stu-
dents has been the most difficult 
task facing schools nationwide. 
“Oak Knoll teachers, supported 
by an amazing community, have 
implemented practices that can 
solve the most important social 
justice problems of our time,” he 

said in the district’s press release.
 One of the programs detailed 
in Oak Knoll’s application is 
“Tutoring ... Beyond the Aca-
demics,” in which teachers pro-
vide individual and small-group 
tutoring at least twice weekly 
to students who are not meet-
ing proficiency benchmarks, 
according to the district.
 “In the three years since the 
program started, it has achieved 
impressive reductions in the 
achievement gap for minor-
ity students, students with dis-
abilities, and students from 
low-socioeconomic families,” 

the press release said.
 The second program qualifying 
the school for the honor is based 
on the “growth mindset” con-
cept developed by Stanford psy-
chology professor Carol Dweck, 
“in which students embrace 
challenges, persist in the face of 
setbacks, and learn from coach-
ing, criticism and mistakes,” the 
press release said. “At the crux of 
the growth mindset is the belief 
— bolstered by research — that 
being ‘smart’ is the result of hard 
work, not genetics.”
 Laurel School highlighted its 
Language and Grammar Lab 
program, introduced in 2012 to 

Oak Knoll, Laurel named California Distinguished Schools

See SCHOOLS, page 6

See PARKING, page 6
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Wine and Spirits

Fresh Produce

Meat and Seafood

On Sale Grocery

Deli Department

Open 6:30 am - 8:00 pm daily
Sales Dates: May 7 - May 10

3015 Woodside Rd., Woodside
phone 650.851.1511

4420 Alpine Rd., Portola Valley
phone 650.851.1711

Olema
Olema is produced by Amici Cellars, in Calistoga. Their goal is to 
deliver a premium wine experience at “everyday” prices. These 
wine over-deliver. The Pinot Noir is a brand new edition to the 
line-up and is the gem of the group.

’12 Olema Chardonnay, Sonoma County .........................Reg. $14.99 Sale $12.99
Flavors of apple, citrus and toasty oak lead to a satisfying finish.

’12 Olema Pinot Noir, Sonoma County ............................... Reg. $19.99 Sale $16.99
Flavors of cherry pie, spice and cocoa culminate in a rich finish.

’11 Olema Cabernet Sauvignon, Sonoma County ...... Reg. $19.99 Sale $16.99
Displays aromas of currants, cedar and espresso, with black fruits, toffee and mocha flavors.

(Woodside location only)

Tavoliere  .................................................... $19.29lb.

Morbier-French  ...................................... $12.99lb.

Rougette Germany Triple Cream  .. $18.99lb.

Italian Smoked Morarella  ......................16.99lb.

Driscoll, 6 oz.
Blueberries ....................

$2.99ea.

Tropical
Mangos .............................. 99¢

ea.

California 
New Red Potatoes .............. 59¢

lb.

Fresh
Bay Shrimp ......

$10.98lb.
Country
Bacon ..................

$6.98lb.

Flank Steak ......
$10.98lb.

Teriyaki 
Flank Steak ......

$11.98lb.

Martinelli’s Sparkling Cider
25 oz. – Plus Calif. Redeem Value . ..................

$2.19
Laughing Mini Babybel
4 oz. . ..............................................................

$2.49
Snack Factory Pretzel Crisps
7 oz. . ..............................................................

$1.99
White Castle Cheeseburgers
6 count  ..........................................................

$3.75
Cascade Liquid Dishwasher
75oz.  ..............................................................

$4.69

By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

Ormondale School in 
Portola Valley has been 
named a 2014 California 

Distinguished School — one of 
424 out of about 6,000 elementa-
ry schools in the state to receive 
the honor.
 The K-3 school in the two-
school Portola Valley School 
District has been named a dis-
tinguished school at least four 
other years, including in 2010, 
according to Principal Kevin 
Keegan.
 On the job at Ormondale for 
less than a year, Mr. Keegan 
said: “You know when you 
walk onto this campus with 
the staff, with the parents, with 
the students that this is a dis-
tinguished school. It’s nice that 
the state recognizes this and we 
could showcase a couple of the 
signature practices we do really 
well.”
 The Distinguished Schools 
program is sponsored by the 
state Department of Education, 
which this year placed the focus 
of the recognition on schools 
“that have demonstrated educa-
tional excellence for all students 
and progress in narrowing the 
achievement gap,” according to 
the state agency.
 To be eligible, schools must 
submit an application detail-

ing two programs or “signature 
practices,” and an outside team 
of educators validates the full 
implementation of those prac-
tices, the state agency said.
 Ormondale submitted infor-
mation on what is known as 
“data driven differentiation” 
and a program called “The 
Whole Child — A Caring Com-
munity.” In the description of 
the former practice, the school 
wrote in its application: “Our 
overriding goal of data driven 
differentiation is to support the 
individual student in meeting 
and exceeding their learning 
goals. We use (the practice) 
to support and accelerate our 
most vulnerable learners, while 
encouraging our grade level and 
advanced students to soar.”
 In its description of “The 
Whole Child — A Caring Com-
munity,” the school wrote in 
its application: “Ormondale’s 
vision honors the developmen-
tal level of all students and 
fosters joyful lifelong learning. 
We nurture a sense of respect, 
responsibility, and compassion 
by dedicating instructional time 
to develop the social and emo-
tional needs of our students.”
 Ormondale is one of three 
schools in the Almanac’s coverage 
area to receive the recognition this 
year. The other two are Oak Knoll 
and Laurel, in the Menlo Park 
City School District. A

Ormondale named a 
‘Distinguished School’

 And maybe the city should 
repaint those white lines, one 
speaker suggested. Penelope 
Huang, who serves on the Trans-
portation Commission, said the 
parking spaces in Plaza 1 are too 
small, which not only leads to tick-
ets, but also door dings. Since the 
lot is usually not full anyway, why 
not repaint the lines to have fewer, 
wider spaces, she suggested.

 What does the police depart-
ment make of the call to go 
easier on the tickets? Police 
Chief Bob Jonsen told the Alma-
nac that officers enforce parking 
based on parameters established 
by the council. If the council 
decides to change the guidelines, 
by converting the one-hour 
zones to two hours, for example 
“then our officers will enforce 
accordingly. Otherwise, there 
are no changes planned on our 
end,” he said. A

address a 15 percent drop in the 
standardized English language 
arts test scores of English language 
learners between second and third 
grade. Significant results were 
seen after only one year of the 
program’s implementation.
 “We went from a 15 percent 
drop in test scores to a signifi-
cant improvement,” Principal 
Linda Creighton said in the press 
release. “These results were so 
motivating for our teachers, as 
well as our students.”

 The other signature practice 
detailed in Laurel’s application 
is called Teacher Inquiry Cycles, 
which allowed staff members the 
time and support to develop the 
Language and Grammar Lab pro-
gram, according to the district.
 As part of being recognized in 
the Distinguished Schools pro-
gram, representatives of both 
schools will mentor other edu-
cators wishing to establish pro-
grams modeled on those of the 
recognized schools, and details 
of the programs and practices 
will be included in a statewide 
database, Mr. Ghysels said. A

PARKING
continued from page 5

SCHOOLS
continued from page 5
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For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may  
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.  
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

Propositions 60 and 90

Dear Monica:  I want to sell my 
primary residence in San Mateo 
County and purchase a new home in 
Santa Cruz County.  May I keep the 
same property taxes when I move?  I 
am 59 years old. Meredith A.

Dear Meredith:  Prop 13 stipulates 
that property taxes will be reassessed 
each time there is a normal purchase.  
Several years after Prop 13 became law, 
Prop 60 and later Prop 90 became law.  
Prop 60 allows homeowners 55 years 
of age or older to retain their favorable 
Prop 13 tax payment if they move from 
their primary residence to a property 
of equal or lesser value.  This was 
meant to encourage some homeown-
ers to move out of their properties 
without fearing a large property tax 

increase.  Prop 60 allows the taxpayer 
to pay the same tax as they were pay-
ing in their former property as long as 
they move within the county.

Eight California counties also honor 
Prop 90, which allows taxpayers to 
transfer their old tax rate if their for-
mer property is in another county.  The 
seven counties that accept a transfer 
of the property tax rate from another 
county are: Alameda, Eldorado, Los 
Angeles, San Mateo, Santa Clara, 
Orange and Riverside counties.  If your 
plans allow you to move to any of 
these counties, you will benefit from 
Prop 90.  This can mean you could 
save thousands of dollars in property 
taxes in your new home. Unfortunately 
Santa Cruz is not a county that allows 
Prop 90 transfers.

PARENTS AND KIDS THINK 
THEY’RE “SICK”.

Meet our two very popular pediatricians, Dr. Sky Pittson 
and Dr. Sarah Cueva. Parents like that they can talk to 
them directly instead of going through a nurse. And 
kids like them enough to stop by on their bikes just to 
say “hi”.

We think that’s pretty “sick”, or as some say, “cool”.

If that appeals to you, we 
invite you to do what the 
kids do, stop by and say “hi”. 

Old-fashioned values. 
Modern medicine. Concierge Medicine

 650.851.4747 • WWW.VILLAGEDOCTOR.COM

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

A 48-year-old man who col-
lected program fees at the 
front desk of the Arril-

laga Family Recreation Center 
in Menlo Park has been charged 
with misdemeanor embezzle-
ment, according to the District 
Attorney’s Office.
 Based on information 
obtained during an investi-
gation conducted by Menlo 

Park police, Michael Benjamin 
Thulander allegedly pocketed 
an estimated $200 by diverting 
an $8 fee students would pay to 
attend dance classes at the rec 
center, San Mateo County Dis-
trict Attorney Steve Wagstaffe 
said. He would then report-
edly not register the students’ 
attendance.
 The San Mateo resident faces 
a maximum of six months in 
county jail if convicted, the dis-

trict attorney said.
 Mr. Thulander worked for 
the city of Menlo Park from 
June 1999 until April 2014 as a 
part-time night clerk, according 
to the city’s human resources 
department, and was being paid 
$19.08 an hour at the time his 
employment ended.
 His arraignment is scheduled 
for May 23. The Almanac was 
not able to reach him for com-
ment before deadline. A

By Kate Daly
Special to the Almanac

The fifth annual benefit 
dinner on May 17 for a 
local nonprofit with the 

slogan “animals helping people” 
has turned into a virtual barn-
raising.
 In recent months, Riley’s Place 
in Woodside has changed both 
its name and location. Now 
called Jasper Ridge Farm, the 
organization has relocated its 
miniature horses, goats, sheep, 
chickens, rabbits and guinea 
pigs to temporary living quar-
ters in the South Bay while plans 
are underway to move into a 
new barn at Webb Ranch in Por-
tola Valley as early as this fall.
 Co-founder and Executive 
Director Wendy Mattes says the 
group wants to add more ani-
mals to provide more “comfort-
ing power” to more people, so it 
needed a larger space to operate.
 Webb Ranch is offering the use 
of a two-acre portion of land it 
leases from Stanford. A capital 
campaign and permit process are 
in full swing to build a barn there 
with a turnout and pasture, a 
covered arena, and storage facil-
ity so farm visits can be offered 
year-round in all weather. 
 Over the years hundreds of chil-
dren with physical, emotional and 
cognitive challenges have spent 
time with the animals, enjoying 
them on site, or on mobile visits 
to homeless shelters, schools and 
medical centers. Programs are 
now being extended to adults, 
starting with Alzheimer’s patients 
and veterans.
 Guests are invited to join 

Jasper Ridge Farm staff mem-
bers, volunteers, sponsors and 
donors for a benefit dinner on 
Saturday, May 17, from 5:30 to 
9:30 p.m. at Quadrus Confer-
ence Center, 2400 Sand Hill 
Road in Menlo Park.
 San Mateo County Supervi-
sor Don Horsley will emcee the 
event, which will begin with 
Shane Turner, an eighth-grader 
at Corte Madera School, per-
forming jazz and contemporary 

music. The recording artist is 
also participating in Portola 
Valley’s 50th anniversary cel-
ebration at Woodside Priory 
later on that night.
 The evening will end with a 
live fund-a-need auction. “This 
is our single most important 
event, raising funds to enable 
us to operate our programs ... 
including (the) HorseBuddies 
experiential language (horse-
back riding) program at Webb 
Ranch, and our Animals Help-
ing Children program, taking 
animals to visit children in facil-
ities such as Ronald McDonald 
House,” Ms. Mattes says.
 Event tickets are $150.  
For more information call  
(650) 703-5199 or go to: 
jasperridgefarm.org. A

 A memorial service for Herb 
Wong of Menlo Park is set for 2 
p.m. Tuesday, May 13, at Menlo 
Park Presbyterian Church, 950 
Santa Cruz Ave. in Menlo Park.
 Mr. Wong, a prominent 

educator and jazz historian, 
concert producer, and journal-
ist, died April 20 after a long 
illness.
 In addition to hosting a radio 
program for nearly 36 years on 

the now-defunct jazz station 
KJAZ, Mr. Wong was known 
for his extensive writing, in the 
form of liner notes for record-
ings and for the pages of major 
music publications, about the 
art of jazz and its practitio-
ners.

Ex-Menlo Park employee charged 
with misdemeanor embezzlement

New name, location for Riley’s Place

Herb Wong memorial service May 13

Photo by Gin Wolter

Essie Nelson, 2, visits with Kachina, a miniature horse owned by Jasper 
Ridge Farm. 

Children with physical, 
emotional and cognitive 
challenges spend time 

with the animals.
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Story and photos by Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

It wasn’t a flawless soap box 
derby in Woodside on Sun-
day, May 4, but what car race 

is? Front wheels occasionally lost 
their alignment. Some cars rolled 
down the hill with their brakes 
on. Occasionally, a car rolled to 
a stop after running into the very 
forgiving orange plastic pylons 
set out to mark the lanes. Each 
race released two cars simultane-
ously, but rarely did they arrive at 
the finish line together.
 Hurtling down the Indepen-
dence Hall parking lot at speeds 
up to 10 mph in a handmade 
plywood car seemed a serious 
matter for some and a joy ride for 
others, but there were no injuries 

and no tears, at least not where 
they could be seen. The weather 
could not have been better.
 To the accompaniment of 
recorded reggae music, with free 
refreshments and barbecue pro-
vided by the town’s Recreation 
Committee, the second annual 
Woodside Soapbox Derby began 
at noon with an hour of practice 
runs followed by an hour or so 
of racing. This being Woodside, 
elapsed times were accurate to 
within thousands of a second.
 Among the real-world entities 
informally represented on the 
decorated cars were NASA, Fer-
rari, BMW, the Boston Red Sox, 
the colors red and pink, pizza and 
a butterfly. One girl’s car flew a 
flag that said, “I love fishing.” A

A day at the races
Kids having fun in plywood cars they made themselves

Above: Sebbi Sechi in his red soap box Ferrari makes his way down 
the course at Woodside’s second annual soap box derby, held Sunday, 
May 4, in the parking lot outside Independence Hall. Left: Adam 
Zwaanstra gets a little help from Colt Saletta. Front-wheel alignment, 
a tricky business even on real cars, was an issue occasionally for these 
homemade vehicles.

Two cars 
were released 

simultaneously 
as the forces 

of gravity 
carried them 
down the hill.

Ava 
Bouthillette 
and her car’s 
butterfly motif 
finished a close 
second for 
the prize for 
the coolest 
car among 
the 45 or so 
registered for 
the race. 
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By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

If you live on a lot in Menlo 
Park that’s at least 6,000 
square feet and meets some 

other requirements, you can 
now start planning to build your 
dream granny unit.
 The council voted 4-1, with 
Mayor Ray Mueller dissenting, 
on April 29 to approve a set of 
regulations governing construc-
tion and use of granny, also 
known as secondary, units.
 Under the new rules, second-
ary units may be built up to 700 
square feet in size to allow access 
for disabled residents.
 Although the Planning Com-
mission recommended reducing 
the minimum lot size that would 
qualify for a secondary unit to 
around 5,000 square feet, the 
council decided instead to stick 
with a larger cut-off for now, 
after hearing from Belle Haven 
residents worried about the 
impact to their neighborhood 
and seeing photos of multiple 
cars crammed into one yard.
 Former Planning Commis-
sioner Harry Bims said the 
problem in Belle Haven is that 
having two dwelling units on a 
single property conflicts with 
the  prohibition against over-
night parking. “They have no 
place to park their cars,” he told 
the council, so residents end up 
paving over more and more of 
the yard to widen the driveway.
 Sheryl Bims agreed, saying 
that although the city staff 
thinks Belle Haven doesn’t have 

a parking problem, “it’s not a 
problem, it’s a crisis.”
 This left the council facing a 
quandary. Vice Mayor Cat Car-
lton commented that “part of 
the city is begging us to do this 
and then another part of the city 
is asking us not to ... for park-
ing reasons. How do we resolve 
that?” She looked to the police 
chief for comment.
 Police Chief Bob Jonsen sided 
with those asking to restrict 
secondary units to larger prop-
erties. “The size of the lot is a 
huge factor. If you try to put two 
pieces of property on a 5,000 
square foot lot, you’re just ask-
ing for problems.”
 Councilman Peter Ohtaki 
supporting setting the limit at 
6,000 square feet “for now,” and 
then revisiting the cut-off in a 
year after the city has had more 
time to work out the parking 
issues.
 Mayor Mueller told the Alma-
nac he dissented because he 
“was uncomfortable making it 
easier to add density within ... 
single-family neighborhoods as 
a blanket proprosition” given 
that the specific plan, whether 
left intact or amended, already 
allows density to increase along 
El Camino Real.
 According to the city’s data, 
requiring lots to be at least 6,000 
square feet disqualifies an esti-
mated 1,440 lots from being able 
to accommodate a second unit.
 The council also approved 
a process to allow owners of 
modified accessory structures to 
apply to legally convert those to 

granny units within an approx-
imate one-year time frame. 
Finally, owners who want to rent 
out granny units need to meet 
the following requirements: 
 ■ As long as both units are not 
occupied, the owner does not 
have to live on the property.
 ■ The owner may, after liv-
ing on the property for at least 
two years, register with the city 
to rent out both units for up to 
four years, providing a property 
management plan, a reason for 
absence and a parking plan.
 ■ If the owner wants to keep 
renting out both units for longer 
than four years, a use permit, 
costing approximately $4,000, 
will be required.
 Senior Planner Deanna Chow 
said that if residents are think-
ing about building a secondary 
unit, a good first step would be 
to come to the Planning Depart-
ment between 1 and 5:30 p.m. 
Mondays through Thursdays, 
and 1 to 5 p.m. on alternating 
Fridays to take a preliminary 
look at their property with staff. 
She suggests bringing informa-
tion about the existing square 
footage, other structures such 
as garages on the site, and a site 
plan.
 The new unit won’t come 
cheap, with an estimated 
$20,000 in permits and other 
fees for construction. In May the 
city, as part of its annual com-
munity development fee review, 
will look at ways to lower the 
cost.
 Granny units may not save 
money for tenants, either. Recent 

posts on Craigslist advertised 
350-square-foot studios for rent 
at $1,950 a month in Menlo 
Park.
 Kate Comfort Harr, execu-
tive director of HIP Housing, 
a nonprofit that specializes in 
finding affordable housing for 
San Mateo County residents, 
said that granny units are a 
great opportunity to increase 
the number of units available for 
those earning less than $85,000 

a year. But: “There really needs 
to be a new mind set — an 
attitude shift that helps people 
to want to charge a reasonable 
rent because it’s the right thing 
to do and it will keep our com-
munity healthy and balanced,” 
she said.
 She’s proposed creating a tax 
credit for landlords willing to 
rent to lower-income people, but 
said it’s only in the beginning 
stages of development. A

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town Council of the 
Town of Portola Valley, California, will hold a public hearing 
to consider adopting an amendment the Town’s Master Fee 
Schedule to increase fees for the following departments; 
Administration, Planning, Building and Public Works. The 
amounts of the proposed fees are based on information 
which will be available to the public at least 10 days in 
advance of this Public Hearing. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that the Town 
Council of the Town of Portola Valley will hold this Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, May 14, 2014, at 7:30 p.m., or as 
near as possible thereafter, in the Historic Schoolhouse 
of the Town of Portola Valley, Town Center - 765 Portola 
Road, Portola Valley, California, at which time and placed 
interested persons may appear and be heard thereon.

Dated:    April 24, 2014    
Sharon Hanlon, Town Clerk
Published in the Almanac on April 30 and May 7  

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

AMENDMENT TO A MASTER FEE SCHEDULE

30+ years of   
local knowledge.

Born in  
Menlo Park. 

Raised in  
Atherton.

A Woodside  
resident.

“

“

  “I couldn’t have been 
happier with my choice to use 
Steve in selling my Atherton 
home. I also used him as my 
buyer’s agent for my new home.  
During both processes I  
appreciated his competency, 
communication skills and high 
level of  professionalism.  I highly 
recommend Steve to anyone 
looking to sell or buy.”

Buying or Selling...

 

Granny unit regulations approved in Menlo Park
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For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures and health education resources, 

visit pamf.org/education.

Community Health Education Programs

May 2014

pamf.org/education

May 13, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Nancy Brown, Ph.D., PAMF Education

Palo Alto Center

795 El Camino Real

Palo Alto

(650) 853-4873

HIV Prevention Starts at Home

Raising a Spirited Child
Dr. Marvin Small Memorial Parent Workshop

Dr. Tom McDonald Memorial Lecture Series at the Palo Alto Center

Mountain View Center

701 E. El Camino Real

Mountain View

(650) 937-7380
May 13, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Susan Stone Belton, Parenting Coach

May 18, 1 – 4 p.m.

Toby Gottheiner, M.D., PAMF Nephrology

Palo Alto Center

795 El Camino Real

Palo Alto

(650) 323-2225

Chronic Kidney Disease: 

Staying One Step Ahead – An Update
The Charles & Joan Horngren Kidney Education Series

South Asian Health: Partnering for Community Wellness EVENT

Sunnyvale Center

301 Old San Francisco Rd.

Sunnyvale

Call Parisa Montazeri at 

(650) 853-2994.

A Moving Target: 

Blood Pressure and Cholesterol Guidelines

San Carlos Library

610 Elm Street

San Carlos

Call Rhea Bradley at 

(650) 591-0341, ext. 237

May 19, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Lynette Lissin, M.D., PAMF Cardiovascular Disease

Plastic Surgery Options for Older AdultsSunnyvale City 

Senior Center

550 E. Remington Drive

Sunnyvale

(408) 730-7360

May 20, 1 – 2:30 p.m.

Cindy Russell, M.D., PAMF Plastic Surgery

Advancements in Cataract SurgeryCupertino City 

Senior Center

21251 Stevens Creek Blvd.

Cupertino

(408) 777-3150

May 28, 1 – 2:30 p.m.

Yichieh Shiuey, M.D., PAMF Ophthalmology

May 10, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Join researchers, policy makers, doctors and other community 

members for this free conference to explore ways to improve the 

health of our South Asian community members. Lunch provided.

Registration online by May 4 at 

pamf.org/discover/event/agenda.html.

Go to AlmanacNews.com/calendar
to see more calendar listings

Community Events
‘Mamma Mia!’ Mother’s Day sing-
along City of Menlo Park holds sing-along 
to the movie “Mama Mia!” May 10, 2:30-4:30 
p.m. $5 general; free for moms. Performing 
Arts Center, M-A High School, 555 Middle-
field Road, Atherton. Call 330-2223. www.
menlopark.eventbrite.com 
‘My War, My Life’ Author Sophie Stall-
man discusses her book, which captures the 
challenges she faced during World War II. 
May 13, 1:30-2:30 p.m. $3 for nonmembers. 
Little House, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park. 
Call 326-2025 ext. 222. www.penvol.org/
littlehouse

Art
Open Studio Saturdays Seven artists 
participate at Allied Arts Guild. May 10, 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 75 Arbor Road, Menlo Park. 
Call 321-0220. www.portolaartgallery.com | 
Visit svos.org for more open studios.
Open Studios in Menlo Park May 10-11, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 856 Partridge Ave., 
Menlo Park. www.francesfreyberg.com
Open Studio in Portola Valley Portola 
Valley ceramic artists Jan Schachter and Nina 
Else are joined by Peggy Forman (drawings 
on clay) and Margaret Wherry (paintings, 
drawings and prints) and Lois Anderson 
(book arts). May 10-11, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
Jan Schachter’s studio, 190 Golden Hills 
Drive, Portola Valley. 

Benefits/Fundraisers
Benefit concert for Amelie Le 
Moullac, 24-year-old Menlo School grad 
who was killed in August 2013 while riding 
her bike in San Francisco. Her mother, Jessie 
Jewitt, performs Poulenc’s “Organ Concerto” 
with Palo Alto Philharmonic. Community choir 
performs “Faure Requiem.” May 16, 7:30 p.m. 
$5-$20. St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 600 
Colorado Ave., Palo Alto. Call 714-2593. ame-
lielemoullac.com/benefit-concert-may-2014
Drought-tolerant Native Plant Sale 
Woodside-Atherton Garden Club will have 
hundreds of drought-tolerant native plants, 
members’ homegrown favorites, and garden-
themed Mother’s Day presents for sale. 
Visitors can learn about the new Woodside 
Seed Library, beekeeping and water-wise 
gardening. Proceeds support Woodside 
Library Native Plant Garden and other club 
projects. May 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Woodside 
Library Native Plant Garden, 3140 Woodside 
Road, Woodside. 

 CALENDAR

Continued on next page

Photo by Sheree Shoch

Woodside 
Seed Library
Woodside-Atherton Garden 
Vlub member Barbara Tuffli 
of Atherton displays a chest, 
hand-painted by local artist 
Marian Vanden Bosch, that 
is housing the new Woodside 
Seed Library. It will be making 
its debut at the garden club’s 
plant sale on Saturday, May 
10, from 10 a.m. to  2 p.m. at 
the Woodside Library, 3140 
Woodside Road. The collection 
of seeds is available to 
anyone. The idea is to check 
out the seeds at the Woodside 
library, grow them, and bring 
back more. 



C O M M U N I T Y

 San Mateo County has opened 
the early voting period for the 
upcoming June 3 election and 
sent out vote-by-mail ballots. 
 Voters may cast ballots by 
going to one of two voting cen-
ters, located at 40 Tower Road 
in San Mateo and 555 County 
Center in Redwood City. The 
centers will be open from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on weekdays through 
June 2, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, May 31, and from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on election day, 
which is Tuesday, June 3
 Go to shapethefuture.org to 
apply to vote by mail. Applica-
tions are also available in the 

“Sample Ballot and Official 
Voter Information” pamphlet.

Commissioners appointed
 One new face will join the 
return of a familiar one when 
the Menlo Park Planning Com-
mission next meets. On April 
29, the City Council reappointed 
Ben Eiref to a second four-year 
term, and selected Andrew 
Combs to replace Henry Riggs, 
whose term had ended.
 Mr. Combs  holds a law degree 
from Harvard University and 

works as a communications 
consultant and freelance writer, 
according to his application. He 
has served as a bicycle commis-
sioner, tutored for the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of the Peninsula, 
and volunteered as an elections 
officer.
 He wrote that his desire to 
serve on the Planning Commis-
sion “stems not from a desire to 
accomplish a specific task. My 
interests are  driven by a desire 
to engage and contribute to the 
conversation about how Menlo 
Park can best develop and 
thrive in the years and decades 
ahead.”

Voting opens for June election 

Classes/Workshops
Interfaith Choral Workshop Students 
of all faiths explore music of Mack Wilberg. 
That evening, the group performs at Stan-
ford Memorial Church. Register on website. 
May 10, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. $35 (includes lunch). 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
1105 Valparaiso Ave., Menlo Park. interfaith-
choralworkshop.eventbrite.com

Kids & Families
Summer Camp Fair provides info on sum-
mer camps for kids ages 3-15. Family games, 
bounce house, raffle and free pizza. Register 
at event to receive 10 percent off city-run 
camps. May 9, 6-8 p.m. Free. Arrillaga Family 
Recreation Center, 700 Alma St., Menlo Park. 
Call 650-330-2200. www.menlopark.org
M-A Special Education Carnival The 
first M-A Special Education Carnival will have 
food trucks, live music, carnival games, a pet-
ting zoo, a bounce house and more. May 10, 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. M-A High School, 555 
Middlefield Road, Menlo Park. Call 650-833-
9273. www.mabears.org
Block Party Children build with wooden 
blocks at this open-ended play event. May 10, 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. Portola Valley Library, 765 
Portola Road, Portola Valley. Call 851-0560.
Magic Dan performance, suited for ages 
5 and up. May 12, 4-4:30 p.m. Free. Atherton 
Library, 2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane, Atherton. 
Call 328-2422. 

Take Down Tech School-age kids take 
apart items of old technology. May 8, 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Free. Portola Valley Library, 765 
Portola Road, Portola Valley. Call 650-851-
0560. www.smcl.org

Concerts
‘Put Some Spring in Your Step’ Sili-
con Valley Symphony concert, conducted 
by Michael Paul Gibson, features violin 
soloist Stephen Waarts. Performance 
includes Vivaldi’s “The Four Seasons” 
and Mozart’s “Symphony No. 29.” May 
16, 7:30-9:45 p.m. $15-$20. Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church, 330 Ravenswood Ave., 
Menlo Park. Call 415-287-6002. www.
siliconvalleysymphony.net/Concerts/con-
certs.html

Environment
Wingding Family Fest Midpeninsula 
Regional Open Space District host activi-
ties include birding, hiking and exploring 
nature.First-come-first-served; sign up 
at arrival. May 10, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
Skyline Ridge Open Space Preserve, one 
mile south of the intersection of Page Mill 
Road, Alpine Road and Skyline Blvd. Call 
408-252-3740. www.scvas.org/index.
php?page=text&id=cal

On Stage
‘The Pirates of Penzance’ Menlo School 
performance. Chairs provided but attendees 
can also bring lawn chairs, blankets. Visit 
website for tickets. May 9-10, 8-10 p.m. $5 

students; $10 adults. Menlo School Quad, 50 
Valparaiso Ave., Atherton. Call 408-268-1927. 
store.menloschool.org

Authors & Talks
Fracking in California panel discus-
sion Free panel discussion on fracking in 
California and how it will may affect farm-
ing in the Monterey Shale. May 7, 6-8:15 
p.m. Free. Sunset Magazine HQ, 80 Willow 
Road, Menlo Park. thefern.org/join-fern-at-
sunset-magazine-for-a-panel-on-fracking-
in-ca

Et Alia
AYSO soccer registration Starting 
May 1, parents can register children ages 
4-18 for fall soccer league in Menlo Park 
and Atherton by completing forms online. 
New players must come to walk-in registra-
tion. May 10, 17, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Hillview 
Middle School, 1100 Elder Ave., Menlo 
Park. www.mpsoccer.org
Teen activities: String art At this event, 
tweens and teens can create a piece of 3D 
art using a piece of wood, nails and colorful 
string. May 7, 3-4 p.m. Free. Portola Valley 
Library, 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley. Call 
851-0560. 
Menlo Park Chorus performs “Travel-
ing Music,” with songs about trains, cars, 
planes and balloons. May 10, 7:30-9:30 
p.m. $15 adults; $12 student/senior; free for 
children under 10. Trinity Episcopal Church, 
330 Ravenswood Ave., Menlo Park. Call 
391-5382. 
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 BRIEFS

YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

(650) 328-1001 
www.careindeed.com
1150 Chestnut St.
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Call us anytime you need an extra hand.  Our caregivers, all bonded 
and insured, lend a hand in caring for your loved ones.



By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Spare a thought or two of 
gratitude for the seven 
volunteers who serve on 

Woodside’s Architectural and 
Site Review Board, which has the 
complicated task of reviewing 
residents’ site development plans 
and making recommendations 
to the planning director.
 Their mission: to preserve 
Woodside’s “rural” character and 
natural beauty while still allow-
ing residents, some of whom 
have a lot of money, the freedom 
to design homes to match their 
wealth and ambitions.
 The conflicts are built in. 
Some examples:
 ■ Residents place a high value 
on “rural” living in homes that 
are subordinate to the features 
of the landscape, but the town 

is minutes away from global 
high-tech centers of business. 
The ASRB regularly sees plans 
that push the envelope of town 
regulations to absolute limits.
 ■ While Woodside lots are 
often large and expensive, many 
are ill-suited for much property 
development, given problems 
that include sloping topology, 
complicated soil, creek beds, 
venerable trees and seismic 
faults, all of which limit where 
construction can take place. The 
ASRB is often the messenger 
bearing the news that the appli-
cant is trying to do too much in 
too small a space and in ways 
that challenge rural character.
 ■ Given the limits above 
ground, Woodside has been 
lenient below ground, and 
applicants have responded with 
increasingly sophisticated and 
massive basements, including 

tunnels connecting underground 
rooms. Site grading and site dis-
ruption have become issues.
 The town overhauled its gen-
eral plan and residential design 
guidelines in 2012, but there 
remain misalignments between 
these documents and the munic-
ipal code, which can create 
loopholes. The Town Council 
met with the ASRB on April 29 
to discuss these matters. The 
joint meeting was a first step 
in a series of initiatives to cor-
rect these misalignments, with 
a studious eye toward avoiding 
unintended consequences.
 One major change from 2012, 
requiring an applicant to sub-
mit a conceptual design to the 
ASRB, appears to be working.
 Having the ASRB comment 
early is meant to prevent formal 
plans from being blindsided by 
the town’s rules and expectations. 

Over the last 24 months, said 
Planning Director Jackie Young, 
one conceptual design review has 
been enough for 83 percent of the 
applications. In 12 percent of the 
cases, two reviews have been nec-
essary, and 3 percent have come 
back a third time.

Three is not three
 The council asked ASRB 
members to comment on their 
milieu.
 The client doesn’t understand 
why they can’t build what they 
want, said member Tom Liver-
more. “We don’t give any opin-
ions except that the house is too 
big (or) that the intensity of use 
is too great. We don’t say what 
that means,” he said. It’s hard for 
the ASRB and for the architect, 
he said.
 Maximum floor area is a 
touchy issue. A three-acre lot 
is allowed 15,000 square feet of 
paved area, and maximum floor 
areas of 6,000 square feet for a 
main residence and 1,500 for an 
accessory structure. But topo-
graphical limits may be severe.
 “Three acres is not three acres 
in Woodside,” said member 
Nick Triantos. 
 The ASRB will make sugges-
tions, on massing for example, 
and applicants won’t take them 
seriously, Chair Thalia Lubin said. 
Things work well if the applicant 
and the architect understand the 
design guidelines, but there’s a 
constant struggle between what’s 

allowed and what people want to 
build, she said.

‘This is what I want’
 One exchange shed some light 
on life in the ASRB trenches.
 Councilman Peter Mason sug-
gested that a split vote by the 
ASRB on a proposed project 
should inform the applicant that 
there’s a problem.
 “Applicants don’t look at it that 
way,” councilman and builder 
Dave Tanner responded. “They 
don’t get it and their architects 
don’t get it.”
 “If (the vote) isn’t 7-0, then 
there is some issue,” Mr. Mason 
replied.
 For the applicants, it’s more 
black and white, ASRB member 
Maggie Mah said. “They say 
‘This is what I get to have (in 
acreage and maximums) and 
this is what I want.’ How do we 
balance those maximums and 
what do we say to them? They 
still keep coming back.” The 
biggest issues are size and open-
ness of land impacted by a high 
number of accessory structures, 
she said. “That alters the town 
significantly. It really changes 
the face of the town.”
 The ASRB should stick to 
criticizing applicants’ designs 
and offering suggestions, Mr. 
Tanner said.
 The ASRB does offer criticism 
and suggestions, but the appli-
cants don’t take the suggestions, 
Ms. Lubin said. “(They say they) 
explored the options and decid-
ed to go with their original 
design.” A
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Woodside: It’s not easy being on the ASRB

 The California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion is assigning extra staff to 
Northern California, including 
San Mateo County, due to the 
heightened wildfire risks. “The 
drought has set the stage for an 
already busy fire season,” said 
Kelley Gouette, operations chief 
for Cal Fire’s Northern Region.
 Hiring and training of seasonal 
firefighters has been going on 
since late January, Cal Fire said.
 The Woodside Fire Protection 
District is having a day-long 
wildfire drill in parts of Portola 
Valley, Los Trancos Woods and 
Vista Verde on Wednesday, May 
7. Fire crews will simulate fight-
ing an aggressive wildfire, with 
equipment being staged at Ford 
Field at 3399 Portola Road.
 Neighborhoods included in 
the drill include Ramona, Old 
Spanish Trail, Joaquin and por-
tions of Portola Valley Ranch, 
Fire Marshal Denise Enea says. 
The district covers Portola Val-
ley, Woodside and nearby unin-
corporated communities.
 Steps should be taken so that 
should a real fire break out, it 
does not spread, Ms. Enea said 

in January, in recognition that 
the drought was pushing up the 
traditional summertime start of 
fire season. “Homeowners need 
to be alert and cognizant of the 
potential seriousness of the situ-
ation which presently exists.”
 Go to tinyurl.com/fire223 for 
details on steps you can take.
 Working with equipment 
outside is particular danger, 
Ms. Enea says. A garden hose 
or fire extinguisher should be 
nearby when using chain saws 
or welding equipment, when 
painting or staining, or when 
barbecuing.
 Gutters, wooden decks and the 
ground near wood-sided build-
ings should be clear of leaf litter. 
Fireplaces should have working 
spark arrestors. “These simple 
measures may keep your house 
from igniting,” Ms. Enea says.
 The Woodside fire district’s 
annual chipper program to low-
er wildfire risk begins Monday, 
May 5. Crews make one visit to 
every residential street in the 
fire district.
 Go to tinyurl.com/fire224 for 
more information on the chip-
per program.

Higher wildfire risks seen
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Mountain View Center  
for the Performing Arts 

8:00 p.m.
500 Castro Street 

Mountain View, CA

SERIES SPONSOR

Jean Lane  
in memory of Bill Lane

MEDIA SPONSORS 

Embarcadero Media 
Edible Silicon Valley

EVENING SPONSORS 

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich  
& Rosati Foundation

Pie Ranch and TomKat Ranch  
Educational Foundation /  

Leftcoast Grassfed
Noble and Lorraine Hancock

Sand Hill Global Advisors

Peninsula Open Space Trust

TICKETS 

MVCPA Box Office   
(650) 903-6000

MONDAY // May12 

Brian Fagan // 
AUTHOR, ANTHROPOLOGIST, 

ARCHAEOLOGIST

The Attacking Ocean: 
The Past, Present and  
Future of Rising Sea Levels

Discover the best places to eat this week!

A M E R I C A N

Armadillo Willy’s 
941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
www.armadillowillys.com

I T A L I A N

Cucina Venti 
254-1120

1390 Pear Ave, Mountain View 
www.cucinaventi.com

C H I N E S E

Ming’s
856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto
www.mings.com

C H I N E S E

New Tung Kee Noodle House
947-8888

520 Showers Drive, Mountain View
www.shopmountainview.com/luunoodlemv

I N D I A N

Janta Indian Restaurant 
462-5903

369 Lytton Ave. 
www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

Read and post reviews, 

explore restaurant menus, 

get hours and 

directions and more at 

ShopPaloAlto, ShopMenloPark 

and ShopMountainView

P E N I N S U L A

powered by:

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

The usual process of 
increasing fees for city 
services each year in Men-

lo Park goes like this: The staff 
compiles a new list of prices. The 
City Council looks it over. There 
might be some comment about 
how much child care programs 
cost. And then the council votes 
to approve it.
 The process didn’t quite run 
like clockwork this year. After 
council members Kirsten Keith 
and Rich Cline, without com-
ment, moved to approve the 
changes during the April 29 
meeting, their colleagues decid-
ed to talk about a few things 
before voting.
 “Why are we raising fees 
right now?” Mayor Ray Muel-
ler asked, nearly kicking off a 
policy debate. He said he didn’t 
support raising prices whenever 
the staff got raises, but acknowl-
edged later that the formula was 
more complex than that.
 “This is balancing our bud-
get,” said City Manager Alex 
McIntyre. “It’s important that 

these fees be here.” While the 
fees weren’t raised to balance the 
budget, he explained, they con-
tributed to reaching that goal.
 “It seems funny to me that 
we get this in such a fashion 
that we can’t change things 
if we see something we’d like 
to change,” Vice Mayor Cat 
Carlton commented later. She 
advocated raising rates for 
businesses making a profit by 
renting the city’s sports fields. 
“That’s where I’d like to see us 
bring in the money we need to 
bring in” instead of raising fees 
for families.
 Community Services Direc-
tor Cherise Brandell noted that 
previous council direction had 
been to maximize cost recovery, 
particularly for child care, and 
that had framed the staff ’s work 
on the proposed budget for fis-
cal year 2014-15, including the 
fee adjustments. That policy 
would need to change, she said, 
if the council now wants to look 
for alternatives.
 Finally, as the clock crept 
toward midnight, Mayor 
Mueller announced that he 

would support the fee changes 
“because I’m told we won’t have 
a balanced budget otherwise,” 
but emphasized that he wants 
to examine the cost-recovery 
policy at a later date.
 The fee increases passed with 
a 5-0 vote, with the changes 
scheduled to take effect July 1, 

when the next fiscal year starts. 
The staff estimated that com-
munity services revenue will rise 
as a result by $171,300 for the 
fiscal year starting July 1.
 Among other changes: Pro-
grams at the Menlo Children’s 
Center will cost 1 to 7 percent 
more; the gymnastics programs 
gets a 5 percent bump; and rent-
al fees for recreation facilities as 
well as birthday party packages 
will rise 13 to 29 percent.

 Some child care programs 
appeared to show a 13 to 23 
percent hike as a result of an 
error, however. Ms. Brandell 
explained that those fees actu-
ally did not rise this time, but 
were ref lecting a prior increase 
that had been left out of previ-
ous lists.
 Go to tinyurl.com/MPfees2014 
to review a complete list of new 
fees.

Nonresident surcharge
 How much more nonresidents 
should pay to participate in the 
city’s recreation programs sur-
faced — briefly — during the 
fee discussion.
 The staff report included a rec-
ommendation that the council 
leave the surcharge at 35 percent, 
much to the confusion of com-

Menlo Park City Council votes to raise city fees

Community service fee 
hikes will boost revenue 
by an estimated $171K 

for the fiscal year 
starting July 1.

■ Council asks city staff to examine cost-recovery policy.

See CITY FEES, page 18

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Fees are rising for some recreational programs, such as gymnastics 
classes at the Arrillaga Gym in the Menlo Park Civic Center. 
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Mary Jo McCarthy, Sales Associate
650.400.6364
maryjo.mccarthy@dreyfussir.com
maryjomccarthy.com
License No. 01354295

Local Knowledge  •  National Exposure  •  Global Reach

Prime West Atherton
166 Almendral Ave, Atherton
166almendral.com

Offered at $3,495,000
Beds 3  |  Baths 3.5
Home ±2,660 sf  |  Lot ±19,040 sf

Sand Hill Road 
2100 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park
650.847.1141

dreyfussir.com
c  ce is n e en en  ne  

n  e e .

Nestled in the heart of prime West Atherton, this charming original 
home with it’s delightful grounds captures the serenity and grace of 
Atherton. With abundant natural light throughout and warm architectural 
detail, this home features three bedrooms, three and a half bathrooms, an 
eat-in kitchen, formal dining room, spacious living room with an adjoining 
den, and an office.

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 1:30–4:30P
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Summer Brill, Sales Associate
650.468.2989
summer.brill@dreyfussir.com
License No. 01891857

Noelle Queen, Sales Associate
650.427.9211
noelle.queen@dreyfussir.com
License No. 01917593

Michael Dreyfus, Broker
650.485.3476
michael.dreyfus@dreyfussir.com
License No. 01121795

Downtown Palo Alto   
728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto
650.644.3474

Sand Hill Road
2100 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park
650.847.1141

dreyfussir.com
c  ce is n e en en  ne  

n  e e .

OPEN HOUSE  SUNDAY 1:30–4:30P

Local Knowledge  •  National Exposure  •  Global Reach

Offered at $1,395,000
Beds 3 | Baths 1 | Home ±1,090 sf | Lot ±5,005 sf

Charming Willows Home
316 Mckendry Drive, Menlo Park  |  316Mckendry.com
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SJW members get the best seats first and save up to $6 per ticket  
on service fees! And, members can attend a FREE listening party with 

Kenny Barron and KCSM’s Sonny Buxton on Friday, June 20 (limit 
two tickets per household).  Join SJW today at stanfordjazz.org.

SJW members:  
Monday, May 5, 10am 

General public: 
Monday, May 19, 10am
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 Crosspulse Percussion Ensemble 

munity members who were told 
by the staff that it wouldn’t be 
discussed at last night’s meeting.
 Community Services Man-
ager Cherise Brandell told the 
Almanac in an email prior to the 
meeting that the recommenda-
tion was “boiler plate language 
that appears every year in the 
master fee schedule staff report.” 
The topic would not be discussed 
at the council meeting, she said, 
and the staff was not recom-
mending any changes.
 Should the issue “be explicitly 
brought up by a Council member 
or a community member tonight, 
we are prepared to say that the 
subject is under review by the 
Parks and Rec Commission and 
that we will be returning in the 
fall with their recommendation,” 
Ms. Brandell wrote.
 It did come up. Councilman 
Peter Ohtaki thanked staff for 
explaining in the report that the 
surcharge is necessary, referring 
to a portion of this year’s report 
that included new information 
about the surcharge in addition 
to the boilerplate language.
 He then asked whether there 
was a way to study changing 
the one-week registration delay 
for nonresidents so that people 
living in unincorporated Menlo 
Park could register sooner, “but 
still have to pay the higher fee.”
 Staff said that industry prac-
tice was to provide priority reg-
istration for residents, but that 
policy will be reviewed by the 
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion this fall.
 Later, Mr. Cline asked, “(For) 
our nearby residents, who aren’t 
citizens: Is it a fair deal if you’re 
two blocks out of the city to pay 
that much more?” He suggested 
the city provide an analysis of 
the rationale for that decision 
for the benefit of the public’s 
understanding.
 Still later, as the thrust of the 
conversation segued into a dis-
cussion of how the city knows 
when Menlo Park’s fees have 
hit the right level to compete in 
the marketplace, Mr. McIntyre 
noted, “When nonresidents are 
upset because they can’t get into 
our services, that’s a great posi-
tion to be in.”
 Jon Kossow, who lives in 
unincorporated Menlo Park, 
has asked the city to reconsider 
its surcharge and waiting period 
policy. He wasn’t able to attend 
or watch the council meeting, 
he said, but told the Almanac on 
April 30 that his level of frustra-
tion was high, given that people 
were told the next step was a 
review by the Parks and Recre-

ation Commission this fall, “and 
then to be blindsided by this 
topic (arising) last night.”
 “My concern is that no one 
really wants to engage in a dis-
cussion on if there are any better 
solutions to the issue, as it’s just 
easier for everyone to stay with 
the status quo,” Mr. Kossow 
said. Interest appears minimal 
in doing an actual financial 
analysis of alternatives that 
could lead to increased revenue 
for the city, he added.
 “I have offered myself up sev-
eral times to dig in and help out 
and no one seems interested in 
continuing or broadening the 
dialogue.”
 Erin Glanville, an Almanac 
blogger who has written about 
the surcharge policy and partici-
pated in community discussion 
on the topic, said inequities in 
how the extra fees are applied 
hurt contractors who run recre-
ation programs and lower par-
ticipation, since some families 
can’t afford the cost. “I don’t 
know why anyone from the city 
would feel that is ‘great.’”
 She hopes the city accepts Mr. 
Kossow’s offer to find a “win-
win” solution that could bring 
in more money for Menlo Park.
 As for transparency: After ask-
ing for clarification as to whether 
the nonresident surcharge would 
be discussed at the council 
meeting, Ms. Glanville said she 
trusted the staff’s response that 
it wouldn’t be, and that the 
council would be informed, if 
the topic arose, that the Parks 
and Recreation Commission was 
investigating the issue.
 “Well, the issue was dis-
cussed. (The) council only got 
to hear from staff on the issue 
because the community was not 
engaged,” Ms. Glanville said. “It 
is very disappointing. I think 
that people who raise issues to 
civic leaders deserve better.”
 Mayor Mueller appeared to 
agree. He announced in a forum 
post on May 1 that since people 
were told prior to the meeting 
“that somehow non-resident fees 
would not be discussed at the 
City Council meeting, although 
the topic was contained in the 
staff report, I have made the deci-
sion to reset that issue for public 
comment. I greatly appreciate 
hearing all the comments the 
public may have on this issue and 
also welcome emails in advance 
of the meeting.”
 The surcharge issue was then 
added to the agenda for the May 
6 council meeting.
 The May 6 discussion will be 
held after the Almanac’s press 
deadline. Check almanacnews.
com for updates. A

continued from page 13

Menlo council votes
to raise city fees
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RESOLUTION NO.    1876      (2014)
RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO ANNEX CERTAIN TERRITORY TO THE WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT  

ON-SITE WASTEWATER DISPOSAL ZONE

Lands of Moghadam

The District Board of West Bay Sanitary District finds and determines as follows:

A.  This Resolution of Intention is adopted pursuant to the District’s “Zone 
Master Annexation Resolution” (“ZOMAR”), which was adopted by the 
District Board August 12, 1996. The provisions of ZOMAR are incorporated 
by reference into this Resolution of Intention.

B.  The District has received an application to annex a parcel of real prop-
erty (the “Parcel”) to the District’s On-Site Wastewater Disposal Zone (the 
“Zone”). The Parcel is described in Exhibit “A” attached to this Resolution of 
Intention and the description contained in the Exhibits are incorporated by 
reference. The name and address of the applicants and the number, type, 
volume and location of on-site wastewater disposal systems which are 
proposed to operate on the parcels to be annexed are described in Exhibit 
“B” attached to this Resolution of Intention and the information contained in 
the Exhibit are incorporated by reference.

C.  The applicants have demonstrated to the satisfaction of the District Board 
that the Parcel constitutes “real property” for the purposes of Section 2(b) 
of ZOMAR in that:

X  All of the conditions described in Subsections i., ii., iii., iv. and v. of ZOMAR 
Section 2(b) are satisfied; or

  Other conditions exist which demonstrate that the Parcel will benefit directly 
or indirectly from the activities of the Zone. If applicable, those conditions 
are also set forth in Exhibit “B” and are incorporated by reference.

D.  All of the conditions and requirements of ZOMAR Sections 2(a), 2(c), 2(d) 
and 2(e) have been fully satisfied.

In consideration of the foregoing findings and determinations,

IT IS RESOLVED by the District Board as follows:

1.   It is the intention of the District Board to annex the Parcel to the Zone pursuant to the provisions of ZOMAR and applicable provisions of law.

2.   In conjunction with a meeting of the District Board to be duly and regularly called and conducted, the Board will conduct a Public Hearing for the 
purpose of considering all matters pertaining to this Resolution of Intention.

The time, date and place of the Public Hearing are:

Date: May 21, 2014

Time: 7:00 PM

Place: West Bay Sanitary District Offices

 500 Laurel Street

 Menlo Park, CA 94025

At the Public Hearing, all interested persons will be heard.

3.   This Resolution of Intention shall be published and copies shall be delivered to the persons and entities as specified in ZOMAR Section 2(e)(i.).

4.   A true copy of this Resolution of Intention shall promptly be filed for record in the office of the County Recorder of the County of San Mateo.

5.  The District Manager shall cause the matters set forth in Sections 3 and 4 of this Resolution of Intention to be completed as directed.

EXHTB1T”A”‘

PROPOSED ANNEXATION TO WESTBAY SANITARY 
DISTRICT  

Lands of 1 Grove Court, Portola Valley, California (APN 
079-030-190)

Situate in the Town of Portola Valley, County of San Mateo, State 
of California, and a portion of Lot 28, as shown on that cerluin map 
entitled, ”Tract No. 608, Stonegate Subdivision of a portion of Corte 
Madera Rancho, San Mateo County, California”, filed in 1l1e office 
of the county recorder of San Mateo County, State of California, on 
September 29, 194M in Book 29 of Maps at pages 31,32 and 33, 
described as:

BEGINNING at the point of intersection of the southeasterly line of 
Grove Court wit11
the dividing line between Lots 28 and 29 as shown on the above 
mentioned map,

1.   thence from the said POINT OF BEGINNING, along the 
southeasterly line of Grove Court, North 35° 30‘ 00” East, a 
distance of 161.83 feet;

2.   thence along the southeasterly line of Grove Court on the arc 
of a curve to the left with a radius of 180.00 feet and a central 
angle of 12° 21‘ 26”, an arc distance of 54.53 feet to the 
northwesterly comer of said Lot 28;

3.   thence leaving the said southeasterly line of Grove Court, 
along the northwesterly lot line of Lot 28, North 85° 42‘ 00” 

East, a distance of319.85 feet to the northeasterly corner of 
said Lot 28;

4.   thence along northeasterly line of Lot 28, South 12° 02‘ 
00” East, a distance of 123.25 feet to an angle point in the 
northeasterly line of said Lot 28;

5.   thence South 80° lW 00” West, a distance of 163.86 feet to 
an angle poh1t in the no1theasterly line of said Lot 28;

6.  thence South go 30‘ 00‘‘ West, a distance  of lOO.OO feet to 
the dividing line between said Lot 28 and Lot 29;

7.   thence along the said dividing line, North 81° 30‘ 00” West, a 
distance of290.00 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.

Containing  m area of approximately 69,705 square feet/1.60 acres, 
more or less.
The herein described annexation parcel is shown of the attached 
map, Exhibit B, of this legal description, and is made a part hereof

The description was prepa1·ed by me from record  data,  and shall 
not be used in any
conveyance which may be in violation of the Subdivision Map Act.

Mark A. Helton, PLS
License No. 7078, Expires 12/31/14

Date    1-16-14    

 

Woodside history 
award winners 
to be named
 Winners of the annual Wood-
side Historic Preservation 
Awards will be announced at 
a reception on Friday, May 18, 
from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Wood-
side Community Museum, 2961 
Woodside Road, as part of 
National Preservation Month.
 The award is given annually to 
groups or individuals who have 
restored, renovated or adaptively 
reused a historic building; remod-
eled, added on or done new 
construction within a historic 
context; advocated historic pres-
ervation; or demonstrated stew-
ardship of historic resources.
 Nominees must be current 
or former Woodside residents 
or have made a significant con-
tribution to the history of the 
town. The Woodside History 
Committee selects the award 
winners. Submissions must be 
made by March 1 each year.
 “It is the hope of the History 
Committee that this recognition 
may inspire others to preserve 
Woodside’s historic and cultural 
resources,” says the committee’s 
brochure about the award.
 The public is invited to attend 
the reception and refreshments 
will be served.

Third-graders 
study child labor
By Cindy Tipton, Trinity School

 For their spring service learn-
ing project, grade 3 students at 
Trinity School in Menlo Park 
created a walk-through exhibit 
sharing real-life stories of chil-
dren forced into factories, fields, 
and mines to exploit child labor. 
 Posed with the question ... 
“What are problems you are 
aware of in the world?” ... 
the students brainstormed and 
voted on their topic.
 Kim Thacker, service learning 
coordinator at Trinity School, 
was somewhat surprised at the 
interest the students had in the 
serious concept of child labor. 
She provided them with pre-
screened and age-appropriate 
articles, stories, and photo-
graphs to use in their research.
 The students worked in groups 
or individually to express their 
impressions and stories in 
words, drawings, and photos.
 “The day in the life of ...”, a two-
part poem, compared the story of 
a free child to the life of a child sold 
into a child-labor factory. 
 The students raise money for 
service projects and they are 
choosing to send a portion to 
organizations that help rescue 
kids in labor and provide them 
with education.
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The Corte Madera school 
community enjoys a 
long-running tradition 

this week with the 12th Fred-
erick’s Follies production. The 
event, free to students, their 
families and the community 
at large, takes place this Friday, 
May 9, at 6:30 p.m. at Corte 
Madera School. 

 Every Follies production is 
characterized by high produc-
tion values and originality. 
This musical performance is 
the result of close collaboration 
among students, parents and 
the community at large (lights, 
sound and decor are all choreo-
graphed by local community 
talent and volunteers). Wil-

liam Frederick, the fifth-grade 
teacher behind the initiative, 
has a passion for innovation 
and ensures the productions 
feel fresh every year.
 This year’s show, “Roar,” 
promises to break the mold 
yet again and make for a very 
thought-provoking and enter-
taining evening. The backbone 
of all Follies productions is the 
students’ impersonated rock 
band performances. Structured 

around these is a three-act play 
written by William Frederick, 
parent Renee Lewis and fifth-
grade students that tackles the 
difficult topic of bullying.
 “Roar” takes place in a small 
California town that could be 
anywhere and represents, by 
implication, a universal experi-
ence. Royal, the main protago-
nist, is the victim of a vicious 
cyber bully. Through her inter-
actions with a quirky counselor 

and family members she builds 
qualities and acquires tools 
that enable her to cope with the 
school aggressor.
 Describing the creative chal-
lenge of writing a coherent 
story that melds the rock music 
performances students spend 
months perfecting with nar-
rative that deals with difficult 
subject matter, parent and 
co-writer Renee Lewis said: “It 
was difficult to make it cohe-
sive — the bands and music 
are so disparate — but once we 
found the thread, the story just 
seemed to take care of itself.”
 There is an equally seamless 
quality to the show’s message 
of developing resilience in the 
face of adversity and the skills 
students learn while working 
on the production itself.
 Solving interpersonal prob-
lems and working as part of a 

team are critical components 
of the learning experience. 
Katie Sutherland, mother of a 
fifth-grade student perform-
ing in “Roar,” notes: “This 
experience has taught the kids 
to listen to each other, to step 
up and be leaders, to match 
skill set to ability within the 
group and so much more. It is 
a truly unique and out-of-the-
box learning experience for a 
public school.” 
 And in the words of fifth-
grader Naomi Asakura: “We 
learn to work together as a 
team. We learn to be responsi-
ble to each other, f lexible when 
we have disagreements, and 
do our best by working hard. 
In the end, all our hard work 
shows, and it’s so much fun.”
 Frederick’s Follies is the cul-
mination of the teaching phi-
losophy more broadly evident 
in William Frederick’s class 
that celebrates the performing 
arts and emphasizes character 
and life skills. As fifth-grade 
parent Patti Sellman ref lects: 
“Mr. Frederick’s vision of cre-
ating opportunities to give his 

Stage production tackles issue of cyber bullying

‘Mr. Frederick’s 
vision of creating 

opportunities to give his 
students “15 minutes of 
fame” is a fantastic way 
to get them outside of 
their comfort zones, 

learn team work  
and have fun.’

PATTI SELLMAN

Continued on next page

Story by Maria Surricchio, the mother of a fifth-grader and an  
eighth-grader at Corte Madera School in Portola Valley.
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www.restorationstudio.com

Heart to Heart Seminars on Growing Up  

Dads of Daughters: The Joys and Challenges of Raising Teen Girls   

Call (650) 724-4601 or visit classes.stanfordchildrens.org to register or obtain 
more information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

Prenatal Yoga  

New Family Program

Visit us at startstrongbaby.com

TOWN OF ATHERTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Atherton City Council 
will hold a public hearing on May 21, 2014 at 7:00 pm to 
consider the adoption of Amendments to the Atherton 
Municipal Code, Zoning Title.

Description:  The project includes Zoning Code 
Amendments to update Chapters 17.40 and 17.60 as 
summarized below:

above 9’ from grade on accessory buildings facing the 
side or rear yards.

“guest houses for occupancy no more than 30 days per 

use of the property occupants.

batting cages

ball courts, batting cages, golf driving range and putting 

Description:  The project also involves the adoption of an 
Ordinance to include a new Chapter 17.58 to implement the 
Atherton Housing Element as listed below:

incentive provisions as required by State Law (California 
Health and Safety Code Section 50079.5(b)) to provide 
incentives for the production of housing for lower income 
households and senior households.

It has been determined that this project is Categorically 

Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.  Section 15305 relates to 
Minor Alterations in Land Use Limitations as the ordinance 
amendment would not result in any changes to land use or 
density, but merely put in place a procedure for application.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that said item is set for 
hearing by the City Council at a regular meeting on May 21, 
2014 at 7:00 P.M. in the Town Hall of the Town of Atherton, 
at which time and place all persons interested may appear 
and show cause, if they have any, why the Zoning Code 
Amendments should or should not be approved.

IF YOU CHALLENGE the Zoning Code Amendments in 
court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public hearing described in this 
notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City 
Council at, or prior to, the public hearing.

Any attendee who wishes accommodation for a disability 

hours prior to the meeting.

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations

3154 Woodside Road Woodside
650.851.1587 

www.wvchurch.org

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. 
with  

Sunday School and Nursery Care

Pastor Mike Harvey 
Rev. Dorothy Straks

WOODSIDE
VILLAGE 
CHURCH

To include your 
Church in 

Inspirations
Please email 
Blanca Yoc at 

byoc@paweekly.com  
or call 

650-223-6596

students ‘15 minutes of fame’ 
is a fantastic way to get them 
outside of their comfort zones, 
learn team work and have fun. 
This class has provided my 
son with an amazing opportu-
nity to grow as an individual by 
developing skills that will serve 
him into adulthood.”
 “Feeling empowered in front 
of an audience” is the gift 
William Frederick has been 
bestowing on his students for 
the last 12 years with the con-
viction that the lessons endure, 

helping alumni of his class 
through middle school, high 
school, college and beyond. 
 Watching students celebrate 
this through performances in 
which they are so invested is 
why Frederick’s Follies has 
become such a well-loved and 
eagerly awaited annual event, 
bringing together not only the 
students and families of Corte 
Madera School but also the 
broader community.
 Frederick’s Follies will be 
staged in the multi-use room at 
the school, located at 4575 Alpine 
Road in Portola Valley. A

Continued from previous page 
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TraditionallyDerby

850 Santa Cruz Ave. Menlo Park, CA
50  5 0 8  u Sat 0 5 0   0   Sun 

traditionallyderby.com

3130 Alpine Road 
Portola Valley
650.854.3850

Ladera 
Garden 

and 
Gifts 

Thank You for Voting
Ladera Garden 

and Gifts 

Best Nursery
2013

in 2013 
& looking 

forward to 
being #1 again 

for you in 2014.

Vote Online 
AlmanacNews.com/readers_choice

from your phone 
scan the code to vote

2014

Tell us who your 

local favorites are 

by Voting Online

today

IT’S TIME TO VOTE!

or

Food and Drink
Best Bakery
Best Breakfast
Best Dessert
Best Ice Cream/Frozen 

Yogurt
Best Independent Coff ee and 

Tea House
Best Hamburgers
Best New Food/Drink 

Establishment
Best Pizza
Best Place to Buy Meat
Best Sandwiches
Best Take Out
Best Wine List

Restaurants
Best American Cuisine
Best Casual Dining
Best Chinese Restaurant
Best Dining with Kids
Best French Restaurant
Best Indian Restaurant
Best Romantic Restaurant
Best Italian Restaurant
Best Japanese Restaurant

Best Mexican Restaurant
Best New Restaurant
Best Outdoor Dining)

Retail Shopping
Best Bicycle Shop
Best Bookstore
Best Boutique
Best Floor Coverings
Best Frame Store
Best Gift and Novelty Store
Best Grocery Store
Best Hardware Store
Best Home Decor & 

Furnishings
Best Jewelry Store
Best Lingerie
Best New Retail Business
Best Nursery
Best Pet Store
Best Produce
Best Shoe Store
Best Specialty Store
Best Toy Shop

Services
Best Auto Repair

Best Barber
Best Dry Cleaner
Best Day Spa
Best Gym
Best Fitness Classes
Best Florist
Best Green Business
Best Hair Salon
Best Health & Nutrition 

Services
Best Hotel
Best Manicure/Pedicure
Best New Service Business
Best Painter
Best Pharmacy
Best Plumber
Best Travel Agency
Best Yoga

Fun Stuff 
Best Art Gallery
Best Happy Hour
Best Place for a Date
Best Place to Meet People
Best Live Music

THE PET PLACE
“Not a chain…just one special store”

2013The Pet Place 
makes my dreams 

come true…

20 years 
running

U.S. Retailer
of the year

Golden Acorn 
Award winner for 

Professional 
Excellence and 

Community Service

BEST AUTO REPAIR
2013

4170 Alpine Road, Portola Valley  650-851-7442

Since 1948

tramies@pvgarage.com

For Quality & 
        Performance

Servicing European, Asian and 
domestic vehicles with the most qualifi ed 

and trained ASE certifi ed technicians 
using factory diagnostic 

and programming equipment.Please vote to keep us #1.
We’re always striving
to do the best for you!
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N E W S

June 1, 2014
AlmanacNews.com/

readers_choice

DEADLINE
TO VOTE

Voted 2013 BEST Mexican Restaurant

Mon-Sat 11-2:30pm; 5-10pm

www.cafedelsolrestaurant.com

2013

865 Santa Cruz Ave

Menlo Park
(Next to Posh Bagel)

650.323.1097
 Hours:

 Mon-Sat 10-6pm
 Sun 11-3

FRAMING YOUR 
MEMORIES FOR 
OVER 20 YEARS

Thanks
for your vote.

We think you’re 
the best too and 
we are grateful 

for your support!

1929 Menalto  - (Menalto & Gilbert in the Willows)
Menlo Park, CA  94025

650.322.1926

more runners = more fun

Fleet Fleet Menlo Park
859 Santa Cruz Ave. Menlo Park

650. 325.9432     fleetfleetmentopark.com

®

 Menlo Park third-graders 
recently received illustrated dic-
tionaries from the Menlo Park 
Rotary Club, which plans by the 
end of the 2014-2015 school year 
to give a dictionary to every third-
grader in Menlo Park schools, part 
of Rotary International’s world-
wide effort to expand literacy and 
educational opportunities.
 Since the dictionary project 
began, in 2006, members of 
District 5150, which covers 
Marin County, San Francisco, 
and San Mateo counties, have 
donated 63,000 dictionaries to 
local school children.

 “The children are so happy to 
receive their own dictionary, and 
it encourages them to read, look 
up information, and get excited 
about learning, which is our goal 
with this project,” says Menlo Park 
Rotary member Tim Leary. “The 
kids just light up when we come in 
to deliver their dictionaries, and 
the second-graders can’t wait to 
get to third grade when they will 
receive their own dictionary.”
 The Rotary Club of Menlo 
Park is a service club dedicated to 
working on projects locally and 
internationally. The club’s annual 
fundraisers include the Tour de 

Menlo and A Taste of Menlo Park. 
Proceeds benefit scholarships and 
community programs. 
 Club members also work with 
Second Harvest Food Bank, the 
Ronald McDonald House, the 
Salvation Army and Veterans’ 
Services.
 Rotary is an international 
organization in 160 countries 
with goals of providing humani-
tarian service, encouraging high 
ethical standards in all voca-
tions, and building goodwill and 
peace in the world. More than 
1.2 million Rotarians belong to 
more than 30,000 Rotary clubs.

Rotarians give dictionaries to third-graders

WEST MENLO PARK

 A 
woman left her purse on the floor in front 
of her parked car and had gone for a walk 
near the Stanford Dish antenna. After she 
drove home, she learned from her bank 
that someone had attempted to make “an 
unusual purchase” using her credit card. 
She looked in her wallet, found that all 
her cards were missing, called the banks 
to cancel them and found that one had 
already been used for a $1,000 charge. 
She told deputies she may have forgotten 
to lock her car. April 27.

LADERA

 Landscap-
ers working outside a home on La Mesa 
Drive encountered two men, one outside 
the home and one inside, who claimed to 
be delivering a package. When the land-
scapers asked for a business card, the 
men got into a white Chevrolet Avalanche 
and fled toward Alpine Road. April 30.

WOODSIDE

■ A woman left her vehicle parked at 
Woodside Road and Churchill Avenue at 
about 5:30 p.m. and returned at 7 p.m. 

to find the front passenger-side window 
broken and her purse stolen. The estimated 
loss is $50, not including the window repair. 
The purse had been in plain view on the 
front passenger seat, police said. April 22.
■ A man left his vehicle parked at Woodside 
Road and Churchill Avenue at about 3:30 
p.m. and returned at 6:30 p.m. to find the 
rear passenger-side window broken and the 
rear passenger seat missing, a loss of $900, 
not including the window repair. April 22.

 
■ Someone stole checks from a resident 
of Eleanor Drive and cashed 11 of them 
for a total of $7,640 at various check-
cashing locations in Redwood City. Police 
have a suspect. April 29.
■ Residents of an Old La Honda Road 
home said that their identities had been sto-
len and a federal tax return filed in their name 
by someone other than themselves. April 23.

MENLO PARK

■ Someone stole some books from the 
garage of a home on Hillview Avenue. The 
garage may not have been locked, and the 
value of the books is not known. April 30.
■ A backpack and some keys were stolen 
from a house in the 1100 block of Willow 
Road. The burglar apparently entered by 
breaking a bedroom window. The loss is 
estimated at $31. May 3.

 Someone smashed 
a rear driver’s-side window of a vehicle 
parked in the 500 block of El Camino Real 
and stole a laptop computer, a laptop bag, 

a tablet computer and gift cards, a total 
loss estimated at $3,850. May 1.

■ A $500 bicycle locked to a pole was 
stolen from in the parking area of an 
apartment complex on Live Oak Avenue. 
April 28.
■ A woman parked in the 600 block of 
Santa Cruz Avenue drove off with her 
wallet and cell phone on the roof of her 
vehicle, noticed them fall off, and saw 
someone pick up her wallet and drive 
away with it in a green Ford sedan. The 
estimated loss is $250. May 1.
■ Someone stole packages containing 
a ham radio and an egg cooker, a loss 
of about $125, from the front porch of a 
home on Laurel Avenue. April 30.

■ A resident of Middle Avenue spent 
$5,000 on re-loadable debit cards in 
response to someone who called and 
claimed to be an agent of the Internal 
Revenue Service. The “agent” said the 
resident owed taxes that must be paid 
immediately in gift cards. May 1.

 Someone found 
cash in an amount less than $20 and 
gave it to police. April 29.

 A 54-year-old woman 
from Pacifica was walking across El Camino 
Real at Santa Cruz Avenue when she was 
struck by a 2007 Lexus making a turn on to 
El Camino and being driven by a 65-year-
old man from Menlo Park. The woman com-
plained of pain in her hip and thigh, but she 
declined medical attention. April 29.

 POLICE CALLS

Woodside resident 
Judith Taksa Webb, 
70, finished the 2014 

Boston Marathon in 4 hours, 
18 minutes and 23 seconds, 
slightly slower than her pace a 
year earlier. On that occasion, 
she was about a half mile from 
the finish line and was running 
at a 4:15 pace when the bombs 
went off near the finish line.
 Being in the 2014 race “was 
very joyous because I was there 
last year,” she said. “We were 
all compelled to be there.”
 This was her 10th Boston 
Marathon and her first in the 
70-74 age category, she said. 
Ms. Taksa Webb finished first 
among the American women 
in that age group and second 
overall to Canadian Jean E. 
Marmoreo, according to offi-
cial race results.
 At 5 feet, 1 inch tall and 
weighing less than 95 pounds, 
she could fairly be described as 

being built for long-distance 
running.  She is also the child of 
a miler. “Fortunately, I’m blessed 

with the genetics,” she said. “My 
father was a great runner.”
 Ms. Taksa Webb started 
running at 36 and ran her first 
marathon at 46. Her training 
— “When I’m not post-mara-
thon and slightly injured.” — 
consists of two half marathons 
a week mixed in with shorter 
runs, she said.
 She leads a group of older 
runners — the Vintage Athlet-
ic Association — who start at 
the wooden fish outside Bucks 
of Woodside and go for a run, 
including up Kings Mountain 
Road to Huddart Park. 
 She is a gerontologist. “I’m try-
ing to be a model of what I’m try-
ing to teach everybody,” she said.
 Asked if runner’s high makes 
a visit during a marathon, she 
said it does not. Running the 
race “is like I’m having a baby,” 
she said. “’Oh my god, get this 
over with,’ and then it’s over 
and you’re elated.”

Woodside woman notches her 10th Boston Marathon

Photo by Veronica Weber

Judith Taksa Webb of 
Woodside runs in Huddart Park. 
She finished first at the Boston 
Marathon among American 
women of her age group. 
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701 L AUREL STREET,  MENLO PARK

Camps and classes are grouped according to age and ability.  

Visit www.danceexpressions5678.com for more information.

in Menlo Park offers a great selection of summer 
camps and classes that are sure to keep 

you cool during the heat! 

*NEW* THIS SUMMER:
“FROZEN” camp for dancers ages 4-7

“JUST DANCE” Jazz Camps for ages 8- teen!
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Health & Fitness
Dance Expressions
701 Laurel St., Menlo Park
650-450-3209
Maryanne Fernandez-Richardson, 
maryanne@danceexpressions5678.
com
www.danceexpressions5678.com
Dance Expressions provides dance 
instruction throughout the year for 
children and teens of various skill lev-
els, including camps and regular jazz 
instruction during the summer.

Fleet Feet Training 
Classes
859 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park
650-325-9432
Lisa Taggart, lisa@fleetfeetmen-
lopark.com
www.fleetfeetmenlopark.com/
events/classes-at-fleet-feet
Fleet Feet Menlo Park offers train-
ing programs throughout the year to 
bring camaraderie and skill building 
to runners and walkers of all levels. 
Additionally, Thursday Fun Runs are 
held every week at 6:30 p.m. and are 
free of charge.

Gymnastics Classes
Arrillaga Family Gymnastics Center, 
501 Laurel St., Menlo Park
650-330-2224
kamihalek@menlopark.org 
www.menlopark.org/237/Gymnas-
tics-Classes
The City of Menlo Park offers a num-
ber of gymnastics classes for youths 
and adults, with a special focus on 
children under the age of 6.

Jacki’s Aerobic Dancing
150 Andeta Way, Portola Valley
Betty Johnson, 408-732-3778
betjdance@earthlink.net 
www.jackis.com
Jacki’s Aerobic Dancing offers hour-
long classes that combine elements of 
dance, stretching and resistance train-
ing and are specifically choreographed 
for nondancers. Summer classes 
begin June 16, and meet Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 8 a.m. at the Ladera 
Recreation Department.

Jazzercise
800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park
650-703-1263
www.jazzercise.com
meredithozbil@hotmail.com
Jazzercise blends aerobics, yoga, 
Pilates and kickboxing movements into 
dance routines set to new music. All 
fitness levels are welcome. Classes 
are ongoing; go directly to the class to 
register.

Jim Gorman Swim 
School
3249 Alpine Road, Portola Valley
650-854-6699 ext. 1000
jim@laderaoaks.com
www.jgswimschool.com
Jim Gorman and a group of instruc-
tors give a range of swim lessons for 
all ages, held at Ladera Oaks Tennis 
and Swimming Club in Portola Val-
ley. The pool is open from 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on weekends; all classes are held 
throughout open pool hours.

Kidz Love Soccer
Burgess Soccer Field, 
701 Laurel Ave., Menlo Park
408-774-4629
www.kidzlovesoccer.com/classes.
php
Kidz Love Soccer offers youth soccer 
classes for boys and girls of all ages 
and abilities. 

Little House Activity 
Center
800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park
Kamilah Najieb-Wachob, 
650-326-2025 ext. 222
knwachob@peninsulavolunteers.
org
www.penvol.org/littlehouse/
classes.cfm
Little House Activity Center offers 
children and adults a variety of classes 
including in health and wellness 
classes for seniors, athletics for kids, 
arts and crafts, language and com-
puter skills.

Menlo Park Tennis
Nealon Park Tennis Courts on 
Middle Avenue and University 
Avenue, Menlo Park
Jim Heebner, 650-814-6734
jimheebnertennis@aol.com
www.menloparktennis.com/tennis-
lessons-contact
Menlo Park Tennis offers tennis class-
es for adults and children ages 5 and 
up. All levels are welcome.

Menlo Pilates & Yoga
1011 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
Francesca Philip, 408-480-8977
fran@philipusa.com
www.menlopilatesandyoga.com/
pages/home
Menlo Pilates & Yoga offers a range 

of yoga, pilates and fitness classes for 
all levels.

Menlo Swim and Sport
Burgess Pool, 501 Laurel St., 
Menlo Park
650-328-7946
Belle Haven Pool, 100 Terminal 
Ave., Menlo Park
650-330-2237
www.menloswim.com
Menlo Swim and Sport offers a range 
of youth, adult and community pro-
grams at Burgess and Belle Haven 
pools, including swim lessons, swim 
school, lap swimming, masters swim-
ming, water polo workouts, water polo 
for adults, basic exercise and more.

Peninsula Boxing & 
Fitness
2860 Spring St. Unit 1, 
Redwood City
650-290-1920
admin@peninsulaboxing.org
www.peninsulaboxing.org
Peninsula Boxing & Fitness offers 
recreational boxing programs suitable 
for the general public. It offers non-
contact boxing fitness and conditioning 
classes for men, women and children 
ages 8 and up.

Studio Rincon
3536 Alameda de las Pulgas, Ste. 2, 
Menlo Park
650-861-0242
contact@studiorincon.com
www.studiorincon.com
Studio Rincon serves up a fresh 
approach to yoga, fitness and dance 
with classes offered for men, women 
and children. Classes are offered on 
a drop-in or class pass basis, with no 
membership fees.  

Tayside Sport Horses
3674 Sandhill Road, Woodside
650-327-4402
info@taysidehorse.com
www.taysidehorse.com
Tayside Sport Horses provides train-
ing for rider and horse in dressage, 
jumping and eventing. Classes are for 
adults and children age 8 and up.

Language Courses
ABC Languages
1370 Willow Road, Menlo Park
650-204-7908
menlo@abclanguagesf.com
www.abclanguagesf.com
ABC Languages offers over 20 differ-
ent language classes to adults and 
children, including both private and 
corporate lessons, summer lessons for 
middle and high school students and 
at-home tutoring. The teaching staff is 
composed of experienced instructors 

Whether you’re venturing outside to improve your tennis backstroke or escaping the heat with an 
Intro To French course indoors, local summer classes can help you feel sharper and healthier while 

upping your community involvement. Stave off warm-weather boredom with classes offered in fitness, 
crafts, cooking and language study — for both adults and little ones.

The Class Guide is published quarterly by The Almanac, the Palo Alto Weekly and the Mountain View Voice.

ClassGuide



who are native speakers of the lan-
guage they teach.

Language Pacifica
585 Glenwood Ave., Menlo Park
650-321-1840
esl@languagepacifica.com
www.languagepacifica.org
Language Pacifica is an ESL school 
for adults and offers full-time and 
part-time intensive English courses for 
TOEFL preparation, English for busi-
ness and/or personal enrichment.

Music, Arts and 
Crafts
Bridgepoint Music
657 Oak Grove Ave., Menlo Park 
650-326-7600
www.bridgepointmusic.com
Bridgepoint Music is an instrument 
store and repair shop that also offers 
private lessons in the flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, trumpet, trombone, violin, 
guitar, piano and voice, among other 
musical disciplines. For a list of teach-
ers and their contact information, 
please visit the store’s website.

Draeger’s Cooking 
School
1010 University Drive, Menlo Park 
650-685-3704
cookingschool@draegers.com
www.draegerscookingschool.com
Draeger’s cooking classes are taught 
by chefs and cover a wide array of 
regional cuisines.

Music For Families Inc.
75 Arbor Road, Suite N
650-917-2354
registrar@music4families.net
www.music4families.yourvirtuoso.com
Music For Families, Inc. offers Music 
Together® classes for babies, tod-
dlers, preschoolers, older youths 
and their primary care-givers. Music 
Together® is an internationally-
recognized early childhood music and 
movement program with a focus on a 
research-based, developmentally-ap-
propriate curriculum with an emphasis 
on adult involvement.

Iberia Restaurant 
Cooking Classes
1026 Alma St., Menlo Park
650-325-8981
myiberia@yahoo.com
www.iberiarestaurant.com/
cooking-classes
Iberia teaches cooking classes on how 
to make paella, tapas and other Span-
ish cuisine.

Old World Designs
727 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park
650-321-3494
info@oldworlddesigns.com
www.oldworlddesigns.com
Old World Designs offers stitching 
classes for all levels.

School Days
Circle of Friends 
Preschool
3214 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo 
Park
650-854-2468
cofpreschool@gmail.com
www.sites.google.com/site/
cofpreschool/home
Circle of Friends Preschool offers a 
play-based early childhood curriculum 
with activities in art, music, reading, 
writing, math, science, social studies, 
physical education and dramatic play. 
The preschool is open during the sum-
mer and throughout the year.

German-American 
International School
275 Elliott Drive, Menlo Park
650-520-3646
contact@gaspa-ca.org
www.gaspa-ca.org/summer-
school-program/overview
German-American International 
School (GAIS) is an international 
school serving approximately 300 
students from preschool through 
eighth grade. GAIS offers a summer 
school on their campus run by the 
German American School of Palo 
Alto (GASPA) for children of the com-
munity, ages 3 to 16. No prior German 
language knowledge is necessary.

Kirk House Preschool
1148 Johnson St., Menlo Park
650-323-8667
khp@mppc.org
www.kirkhousepreschool.org
Kirk House Preschool is a Chris-
tian, play-based school that offers a 
development-oriented curriculum in 
a park-like setting. Summer sessions 
are offered in three two-week ses-
sions beginning June 30 and ending 
August 8. 

Ladera Community 
Church Preschool
3300 Alpine Road, Portola Valley
650-854-0295
laderapreschool@sbcglobal.net
www.laderapreschool.org
Ladera Community Church Preschool 
uses a play-based, developmentally-
appropriate approach to teaching and 
learning. The school welcomes chil-
dren of any culture or religious back-
ground, has low student-teacher ratios 
and provides need-based tuition assis-
tance. The school is accredited by the 
National Association for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC). Summer 
sessions are offered in three two-week 
sessions in June and July. 

Littlest Angels Preschool
1095 Cloud Ave., Menlo Park
650-854-4973
preschool@bethany-mp.org
www.LittlestAngelsPreschool.com
Littlest Angels Preschool teaches 
young children from ages 2 to 5 a 
Christian, multidisciplinary curriculum 
with developmentally-appropriate pro-
grams. Themed summer sessions are 
offered in three three-week sessions 
beginning June 9 and ending August 
15. 

Lydian Academy
815 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-321-0550
www.lydianacademy.com
Lydian Academy is a personalized 
middle and high school with rolling 
admissions and a one-on-one teach-
ing format. It welcomes new students 
every week, year-round.

Mid-Peninsula 
High School
1340 Willow Road, Menlo Park
Janel Coughran, 
650-321-1991 ext. 103
janel@mid-pen.com
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1340 Willow Road • Menlo Park • 650.321.1991

www.mid-pen.com              A Community for Learning since 1979

SUMMER SCHOOL: JUNE 23 – JULY 24

Linda@BACAA.org • 650-832-1544 • www.BACAA.org
345 Quarry Road, San Carlos

ARC Approved Atelier  www.artrenewal.org

Weekend Workshops
Ryan Wurmser March 29-30  

May 3-4
Tony Pro April 12-13

Sean Cheetham April 26-27
Kate Savage May 10-11

B ◆ A ◆ C ◆ A ◆ A
BAY AREA CLASSICAL ARTIST ATELIER LLC

Figure Painting Workshop
Stephen Early
July 7-18

Form Painting &
Color Theory Workshop

Graydon Parish
July 21-Aug. 1

• IB Middle Years Program with 
multiple language options in 
Grades 5-8

• International Middle School 
Program suitable for 
English-only students

• Rigorous Math, Science and 
Design Technology Curriculum

• Small, nurturing class sizes 
with individual attention

ENROLL NOW!
More Information on www.gais.org/admissions

275 Elliott Drive
Menlo Park, CA 94025

650.324.8617
www.gais.org

Education for Global Thinking

Preparing Students for the 21st Century
through the International Baccalaureate (IB) Program

The International Middle School

25TH ANNIVERSARY

25TH ANNIVERSARY

NEW
 CAMPUS 2015

NEW
 CAMPUS 2015

Bethany Lutheran Church
1095 Cloud Ave. Menlo Park

650-854-4973 
www.LittlestAngelsPreschool.com 

Since 1996 
License #414000219

To schedule a tour, please call 

SUMMER CAMP 
LIMITED OPENINGS

2 YEAR-OLD PROGRAM
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

3 YEAR-OLD PROGRAM
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

PRE-KINDERGARTEN
4 & 5 Year Olds

9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Flexible schedules available
Potty training not required

Before and After School Care
Available for 3 Year-Old 

Program and Up

Littlest Angels Preschool  
admits students of any  
race, color, and national  

or ethnic origin.

✿  S U M M E R  C L A S S  G U I D E  ✿

Continued on next page
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www.mid-pen.com
Mid-Peninsula High School is an inde-
pendent, nonprofit co-ed day school 
for grades 9 to 12. Summer classes 
are offered in short-week sessions 
(Monday through Thursday) and 
include a range of subjects like art, 
athletics and science, among others. 
Summer classes are open to both Mid-
Peninsula students and students from 
other high schools and may be used 
for personal enrichment or for making 
up missing high school classes.

Sequoia District  
Adult Education
3247 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park
650-306-8866
sequoiaadultschool@sec.org

www.sequoiadistrict.org/Page/890
Sequoia District Adult Education offers 
English as a Second Language, Com-
puter Skills and Career Enhancement 
classes. Students can also earn a high 
school diploma or GED certificate. 
Counselors are available to help stu-
dents transition to Canada College to 
continue their educations. 

Stanford Continuing 
Studies
365 Lasuen St., Littlefield Center, 

Stanford
650-725-2650
continuingstudies@stanford.edu
www.continuingstudies.standford.
edu
Stanford Continuing Studies offers 
courses in liberal arts and sciences, 
creative writing and professional and 
personal development. There is no for-
mal application process, and all adults 
are welcome to attend. All courses 
are taught by notable Stanford faculty, 
experienced professionals and lead-
ers in their fields. Evening classes and 
weekend workshops are available.

Woodland School
360 La Cuesta Drive, Portola Valley
650-854-9065
www.woodland-school.org
Woodland School is an independent 

school covering junior-kindergarten 
through 8th grade. Woodland School’s 
Summer Adventures program 
combines academic mornings with 
afternoon day camps for a balance 
between learning and play. 

The Class Guide is published quarterly 
in the Palo Alto Weekly, Mountain 
View Voice and Menlo Park Almanac. 
Descriptions of classes offered in Palo 
Alto, Menlo Park, Stanford, Atherton, 
Los Altos Hills, Portola Valley, East 
Palo Alto and beyond are provided. 
Listings are free and subject to editing. 
Due to space constraints, classes held 
in the above cities are given priority.
To inquire about placing a listing in 
the next Class Guide, email Editorial 
Assistant Sam Sciolla at ssciolla@
paweekly.com or call 650-223-6515. 

To place a paid advertisement in the 
Class Guide, call the display advertis-
ing department at 650-326-8210.

✿  S U M M E R  C L A S S  G U I D E  ✿

Continued from previous page 
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G U I D E TO 2014 S UMME R CAMPS F O R K I D S

Athletics

Alan Margot’s Tennis Camps Atherton
Alan Margot’s Tennis Camps provide an enjoyable way for your child to begin 
learning the game of tennis or to continue developing existing skills. Our 
approach is to create lots of fun with positive feedback and reinforcement 
in a nuturing tennis environment. Building self-esteem and confidence 
through enjoyment on the tennis court is a wonderful gift a child can keep 
forever! Super Juniors Camps, ages 4-6; Juniors Camps, ages 6-14.

www.alanmargot-tennis.net 650.400.0464

City of Mountain View Swim Lessons  Mountain View
Rengstorff and Eagle Park Pools

We offer swim lessons for ages 6 months to 14 years. Following the 
American Red Cross swim lesson program, students are divided into one 
of the 11 different levels taught by a certified instructor. Rengstorff Park 
Pool, 201 S Rengstorff Ave and Eagle Park Pool, 650 Franklin St.

www.mountainview.gov  650.903.6331

Club Rec Juniors & Seniors  Mountain View
Club Rec Juniors and Seniors is open for youth 6-11 years old. These traditional 
day camps are filled with fun theme weeks, weekly trips, swimming, games, 
crafts and more! Rengstorff Park, 201 S. Rengstorff Avenue

www.mountainview.gov  650.903.6331

Nike Tennis Camps  Stanford University 
Weekly overnight and day camps offered throughout June, July and 
August for boys & girls ages 6-18. Options for all ability levels, great 
Nike prizes and camp t-shirt.  Adult weekend clinics offered in June and 
August.   Come join the fun and GET BETTER THIS SUMMER!

www.USSSportsCamps.com/tennis  1.800.NIKE.CAMP (645.3226)

Palo Alto Elite Volleyball Club Menlo Park/Palo Alto
In our 7th year, a community club with close ties to the schools we 
offer volleyball camps for girls, grades 3 - 12. From basics for beginners 
to advanced techniques for High School. Located at Arrillaga Family 
Gym (MP). Brush up on skills, get ready for school tryouts. 

www.paloaltoelite.com info@paloaltoelite.com

The Sacred Heart Sports Camp  Atherton
powered by Hi-Five Sports Club

Hi-Five Sports is thrilled to present our third multi-sport competitive 
summer camp to the San Francisco Bay Area! Through experienced, 
passionate, and patient coaching, we believe the timeless lessons that 
only sports can teach with stay with the kids for the rest of their lives.

www.hifivesportsclubs.com/wordpress/bayarea_hi_five_sports_

camp/bayarea_camp_summer_camp_atherton/  650.362.4975

Spartans Sports Camp  Mountain View
Spartans Sports Camp offers multi-sport, week-long sessions for boys 
and girls in grades 2-6 as well as sport-specific sessions for grades 5-9. 
There are also strength and conditioning camps for grades 6-12. New 
this year are cheerleading camps for grades Pre-K - 8.  Camps begin June 
9th and run weekly through August 1st at Mountain View High School. 
The camp is run by MVHS coaches and student-athletes and all proceeds 
benefit the MVHS Athletic Department. Lunch and extended care are 
available for your convenience. Register today!

www. SpartansSportsCamp.com  650.479.5906

Stanford Baseball Camps  Stanford
Stanford Baseball Camps have gained national recognition as the some 
of the finest in the country.  These camps are designed to be valuable 
and beneficial for a wide range of age groups and skill sets.  From the 
novice 7 year-old, to the Division 1, professionally skilled high school 
player, you will find a camp that fulfills your needs.

www.Stanfordbaseballcamp.com  650.723.4528

Stanford Water Polo  Stanford 
Ages 7 and up. New to sport or have experience, we have a camp for 
you. Half day or fully day option for boys and girls. All the camps offer 
fundamental skill work, scrimmages and games.

www.stanfordwaterpolocamps.com  650.725.9016

Summer at Saint Francis  Mountain View
Sports & Activity Camp (ages 6-12): This all-sports camp provides group 
instruction in a variety of field, water and court games. Saint Francis 
faculty and students staff the camp, and the focus is always on fun. 
The program is dedicated to teaching teamwork, sportsmanship and 
positive self-esteem. After camp care and swim lessions available.

www.sfhs.com/summer  650.968.1213 x650

Summer Sports Camp@SportsHouse  Redwood City
All sports camp for kids ages 6-13 at SportsHouse from June 16 - August 15. 
Full day of fun,  all summer long.  Lunch included.  After camp care optional.

www.SportsHouse.us  650.362.4100

Summer at Saint Francis  Mountain View
Advanced Sports Camps (5th-9th grades): We offer a wide selection of 
advanced sports camp designed to provide players with the opportunity 
to improve both their skills and knowledge of a specific sport. Each camp 
is run by a Head Varsity Coach at Saint Francis, and is staffed by members 
of the coaching staff.

www.sfhs.com/summer  650.968.1213 x650

Arts, Culture, Other Camps

Camp Boogaloo & Camp Zoom  Mountain View
These new Summer Day Camps are sure to keep your kids busy! Camp 
Boogaloo, open to youth 6-11 years old, will be held at Castro Park, 505 Escuela 
Ave. Camp Zoom, open to youth 9-12 years old, will be held at Crittenden 
Athletic Field, 1500 Middlefield Road. Both of these traditional day camps are 
filled with fun theme weeks, weekly trips, swimming, games, crafts and more! 

www.mountainview.gov  650.903.6331

Castilleja Summer Camp  Palo Alto
Castilleja Summer Day Camp offers a range of age-appropriate activities 
including athletics, art, science, computers, writing, crafts, cooking, 
drama, and music classes each day and weekly field trips. 

www.castilleja.org  650.328.3160

City of Mountain View  Mountain View
Recreation Division

Discover fun with us this summer through the many programs available 
with the City of Mountain View Recreation Division. From sports to 
traditional day camps, to cooking camps, dance camps and art camps... we 
have it all! Mountain View Community Center, 201 S. Rengstorff Avenue

www.mountainview.gov  650.903.6331

Community School of Music  
and Arts (CSMA)  Mountain View
50+ creative camps for Grades K-8! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, 
Sculpture, Musical Theater, School of Rock, Digital Arts, more! One- 
and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Extended care 
available. Financial aid offered.

www.arts4all.org  650.917.6800 ext. 0

Deer Hollow Farm  Rancho San Antonio 
Wilderness Camps  Open Space Preserve
Children ages 6-14 can meet the livestock, help with farm chores, explore a wilderness 
preserve and have fun with crafts, songs and games. Older campers conclude the 
week with a sleepover at the Farm. Near the intersection of Hwy 85 and Hwy 280

www.mountainview.gov  650.903.6331

J-Camp Oshman Family JCC  Palo Alto
Exciting activities for kindergarteners through teens include swimming, 
field trips, sports and more. Enroll your child in traditional or special 
focus camps like Computer Animation, Baking, Urban Art & Murals, 
Outdoor Exploration and many others!

www.paloaltojcc.org/jcamp  650.223.8622

Palo Alto Community Child Care (PACCC)  Palo Alto
PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide variety of 
fun opportunities! Neighborhood Adventure Fun and Ultimate Adventure 
Fun for the more active and on-the-go campers! New this year: Sports 
Adventure Camp, JV for the younger athletes and Varsity for the older 
sports enthusiasts! We introduce FAME - Fine arts, Music and Entertainment 
-- a 4-week opportunity for the artists. Returning is Operation Chef for out 
of this world cooking fun! Swimming twice per week, periodic field trips, 
special visitors and many engaging camp activities, songs and skits round 
out the fun offerings of PACCC Summer Camps! Open to campers from all 
communities! Come join the fun in Palo Alto! Register online.

www.paccc.org  650.493.2361

TechKnowHow® Computer  Palo Alto  
and LEGO® Summer Camp  Menlo Park/Sunnyvale
Fun and enriching technology classes for students, ages 5-16. Courses 
include LEGO® projects with motors, K’NEX®, NXT® Robotics, Arduino™, 
iPad® Movie Making and Game Design. Classes feature high-interest, age-
appropriate projects which teach technology and science skills. Half and 
Full day options. Early bird and multiple week discounts are also available.

www.techknowhowkids.com  650.638.0500

YMCA of Silicon Valley  Peninsula  
What makes Y camps different?
We believe every child deserves the opportunity to discover who they are and 
what they can achieve. Y campers experience the outdoors, make new friends 
and have healthy fun in a safe, nurturing environment. They become more 
confident and grow as individuals, and they learn value in helping others. We 
offer day, overnight, teen leadership and family camps. Financial assistance is 
available. Get your summer camp guide at ymcasv.org/summer camp

www.ymcav.org  408.351.6400

Academics

Early Learning Write Now! Palo Alto/ 

Summer Writing Camps  Pleasanton

Emerson School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton open 

their doors and offer their innovative programs: Expository Writing, 

Creative Writing, Presentation Techniques, and (new) test-taking skills. 

Call or visit our site for details.

www.headsup.org  650.424.1267; 925.485.5750

Foothill College  Los Altos Hills

Two Six-Week Summer Sessions beginning June 10. These sessions are perfect for 

university students returning from summer break who need to pick up a class and 

high school juniors, seniors and recent graduates who want to get an early start. 

www.foothill.edu  650.949.7362

Harker Summer Programs  San Jose

K-12 offerings taught by exceptional, experienced faculty and staff. K-6 

morning academics – focusing on math, language arts and science – and 

full spectrum of afternoon recreation. Grades 6-12 for credit courses and 

non-credit enrichment opportunities. Sports programs also offered.

www.summer.harker.org  408.553.0537

iD Tech Camps and iD Tech Academies  Stanford

Take interests further and gain a competitive edge! Ages 7-17 create 

apps, video games, C++/Java programs, movies, and more at weeklong, 

day and overnight summer programs. Held at Stanford and others. Also 

2-week, pre-college programs for ages 13-18.

www.iDTech.com  1.888.709.TECH (8324)

iD Film Academy for Teens  Stanford

Discover how filmmaking or photography can lead to a rewarding career.  

2-week, pre-college summer programs for ages 13-18. Held at UC Berkeley, 

Yale, and NYU. Also weeklong  camps for ages 7-17 held at iD Tech Camps.

www.iDFilmAcademy.com  1.888.709.TECH (8324)

iD Game Academy for Teens  Stanford/ 

Design & Development  Bay Area

Instead of just playing games, design and develop your own. 2-week, pre-

college summer programs in game design, development, programming, and 

3D modeling. Also week long camps for ages 7-17 held at iD Tech Camps.

www.iDGameDevAcademy.com  1.888.709.TECH (8324)

iD Programming Academy  Stanford/ 

for Teens  Bay Area

Gain a competitive edge and learn how programming can become a 

college degree and even a rewarding career.  2-week, pre-college summer 

programs in programming, app development, and robotics engineering. 

Also weeklong camps for ages 7-17 held at iD Tech Camps.

www.iDProgrammingAcademy.com  1.888.709.TECH (8324)

Mid-Peninsula High School Menlo Park

Summer at Mid-Pen includes 5 weeks of diverse classes designed to keep 

students engaged in learning.  Our summer classes have two purposes: to 

offer interesting electives and allow students to complete missing high 

school credit.  Summer session runs from June 23 to July 24, 2014

www.mid-pen.com 650.321.1991

Stanford Explore:  Stanford  

A Lecture Series on Biomedical Research

EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford! Stanford EXPLORE offers high 

school students the unique opportunity to learn from Stanford professors 

and graduate students about diverse topics in biomedical science, 

including bioengineering, neurobiology, immunology and many others. 

explore.stanford.edu  explore-series@stanford.edu

Stratford School - Camp Socrates  Palo Alto/Bay Area

Academic enrichment infused with traditional summer camp fun--that’s 

what your child will experience at Camp Socrates. Sessions begin June 23 and 

end August 8, with option to attend all seven weeks, or the first four (June 23-

July 18). Full or half-day, morning or afternoon programs available. Perfect for 

grades preschool through 8th. 17 campuses throughout Bay Area. 

www.StratfordSchools.com/Summer  650.493.1151

Summer at Saint Francis  Mountain View

Summer at Saint Francis provides a broad range of academic and athletic 

programs for elementary through high school students. It is the goal of 

every program to make summer vacation enriching and enjoyable!

www.sfhs.com/summer  650.968.1213 x446

For more information about these camps, see our online  

directory of camps at www.paloaltoonline.com/biz/summercamps/

To advertise in this weekly directory, call: 650-326-8210
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The Menlo Park City Council passed a package of fee 
increases for some of the city’s community programs 
on April 29. But one item that sparked some discussion 

— the staff ’s recommendation that  the 35 percent surcharge 
applied to nonresidents remain in effect — will get another 
airing this week after Mayor Ray Mueller decided residents 
needed an opportunity to comment.
 The nonresident fees, which apply to families who live in 
the Menlo Park zip code but don’t reside within city limits, 
are becoming a bone of contention. Those living within the 
“unincorporated county” area are asking 
whether the surcharge, as well as delayed 
enrollment, is hurting both families who 
can’t afford and programs that may see 
fewer participants as a result.
 The council briefly talked about the surcharge before voting  
5-0 to pass the fee increases. Two “unincorporated” commu-
nity members cried foul, since they were told by the staff that 
the surcharge would not discussed that night, which suggested 
that there was no need to appear to speak on the issue at the 
meeting. Mayor Mueller wisely decided a few days later to put 
the surcharge back on the council’s agenda this week to make 
sure the public had a chance to comment.
 We were surprised that the staff did not encourage an open, 
thorough discussion. Even though the Parks and Recreation 
Commission will take up the surcharge this fall, the council 
as well as the community should be allowed to provide input 
that could guide the commission’s decision.
 At bottom, the city collects substantial revenue from the 

surcharge — $400,000 a year. It’s a big income-generator and 
the point that city residents pay taxes to support the recreation 
programs is well taken.
 But what strikes us as unfair is the registration procedure 
for nonresidents. City residents get to sign up a week earlier; 
nonresidents can only join if space then remains, which is not 
always the case for popular classes like gymnastics.
 Councilman Peter Ohtaki agreed last week that there are 
valid arguments in favor of the surcharge. But he also asked 
if there was a way to study changing the registration delay 

for nonresidents so that families who live in 
unincorporated Menlo Park could register 
sooner, “but still pay the higher fee.”
 The answer from staff said it is “indus-
try practice” to give residents priority, but 

that more discussion will take place at the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission hearing.
 Councilman Rich Cline asked if it’s fair to pay that much 
more if you only live two blocks outside the city. He suggested 
the city provide an analysis of the rationale for that decision 
for the benefit of the public’s understanding.
 Unless there are legal obstacles, we believe the city should at 
least stop giving residents priority over unincorporated Menlo 
Park residents when registering for city classes. The surcharge 
should remain, but why not give these families, who might live 
within walking distance of  city limits, and who would like to 
see their children be able to attend the same recreation classes 
as their school classmates, a break? It’s the right thing to do 
and wouldn’t cost the city a dime.

City takes another look at nonresident rec fees

Rancher receives big federal benefit
Editor:
 It is perversely ironic for rancher Cliven 
Bundy to excoriate poor people for collect-
ing government subsidies, while ripping off 
the federal government of a million dollars 
in grazing fees. But, even if he were to pay up, 
Bundy and his fellow ranchers would still be 
living on government welfare.
 Livestock grazing is subsidized by federal 
agencies on 270 million acres of public land 
in 11 western states to the tune of nearly $300 
million annually. Monthly grazing fees per 
cow and calf on private rangeland average 
$11.90, but corresponding fees on federal 
lands are set at a paltry $1.35. Even so, grazing 
subsidies are dwarfed by other government 
subsidies and the medical, environmental, 
and other external costs imposed on society 
by animal agriculture. These extra costs have 
been estimated at $414 billion annually, or 
$3,600 per household.
 Each of us can make our $3,600 annual 
contribution to the common good by replac-
ing animal products in our diet with the rich 
variety of grain, nut, and soy-based meat 
and dairy alternatives in our neighborhood 
supermarket. 

Malcolm Davidson
Encinal Avenue, Menlo Park

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES FROM PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY. EDITED BY TOM GIBBONEY

Atherton Heritage Association

Our Regional Heritage
In the 1920s, Atherton residents became interested in the “new fangled” flying machines 
whose pilots were barnstorming across the country. Here, in 1924, “Speed” Johnson 
pauses between flights at his flying school. 
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By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

Jazz royalty. A visionary, and a legend 
in the jazz world. Any musician would 
be thrilled to be characterized by those 

reverential labels. But would someone 
who didn’t play jazz professionally qualify 
for such honorifics?  Hard to imagine, 
unless you were lucky enough to know 
Herb Wong. From the time serendipity 
introduced him to the art of jazz when he 
was a boy of 10 or 11, until the end of his 
life on April 20 at age 88, Herb ardently 
embraced the music and its creators as a 
writer, historian, producer and educator. 
He believed that jazz is “the ultimate in 
personal creative expression,” he said in a 
1995 interview with the Almanac.
 Dr. Wong, as he was widely known in 
the jazz world, lived out a personal call-
ing to keep the flame of jazz alive, host-
ing a radio program on the now-defunct 
KJAZ-FM for nearly 36 years, lecturing 
at major universities and conferences, 
teaching a popular jazz history course 
at Palo Alto Adult School for 25 years, 
creating the summer jazz concert series 
at Stanford Shopping Center, and co-
founding the Palo Alto Jazz Alliance. 
As artistic director for the latter two 
projects, he brought to the stage players 
ranging in name recognition, from fledg-
ling musicians with little performance 
history to some of the greats, many of 
whom he had established deep and last-
ing connections with through the years.
 During that 1995 interview in his 
Menlo Park home, Herb buzzed with an 
energy that only deep passion can gener-
ate as he showed me walls covered with 
photos of musicians he knew, and shelves 
of record albums and tapes, which he said 
numbered about 30,000. He had written 
liner notes for many of those albums — 
during his career he wrote notes for more 
than 600 jazz recordings, he said, and his 

widely admired articles about the music 
he loved were published nationally in 
major music publications. 
 A photo showing a very young Herb 
Wong and a beaming Duke Ellington sur-
rounded by children and staff at Wash-
ington Elementary School in Berkeley 
accompanies a tribute by Sarah Cline at 
Berkeleyside.com about Dr. Wong’s work 
in introducing jazz into the Berkeley Uni-
fied School District curriculum decades 
ago. At the time, Herb was the “visionary” 
principal of the school and “one of a very 
few people in the nation who believed in 
jazz education at the elementary school 
level — as music education, as a part of 
the civil rights movement, and as a way 
of propagating a truly democratic and 
artistic spirit among those of us in the 
next generation,” Ms. Cline writes.
 In the 1995 Almanac interview, Dr. 
Wong recalled how he had phoned Mr. 
Ellington, whom he knew well, and con-
vinced him that his long career was “only 
one step away from being complete.” What 
he needed to do to fill the gap, he told 
his friend, was to participate in an event 
with kids, and invited him to Washington 
School. In his determination to inspire 
kids with live music performances, Dr. 
Wong brought other jazz luminaries to 
the campus as well, including the brilliant 
pianist Oscar Peterson.
 Herb’s reputation as “jazz royalty” 
— in the words of  Menlo Park native 
Taylor Eigsti, whose own reputation as 
a composer and pianist is securing him 
a place, at age 29, in the jazz constella-
tion — is underscored by the handful of  
original jazz compositions written in his 
honor. These include “Dr. Wong’s Bag,” 
by Woody Herman and his arranger Nat 
Pierce; “Daddy Wong Legs” by vibraphon-
ist Cal Tjader; “Herb’s Herbs” by pianist 
Larry Vuckovich; and “Dr. Wong’s Bird 
Song,” by saxophonist Dayna Stephens.

 Herb Wong’s lifework constituted an 
elegant, symmetrical universe. The zeal 
he poured into spreading the word about 
jazz and its creators from decades past 
was matched by a deep commitment to 
the support of young, emerging players, 
such as Mr. Stephens, now 35, and Mr. 
Eigsti, who attended school at Woodside 
Priory and is now based in New York 
City. I can still hear the fire in Herb’s 
voice from many years ago, after he heard 
a local boy named Taylor Eigsti perform. 
At the age of 12, Taylor sat in with pianist 
Dave Brubeck at an outdoor concert at 
the Mountain Winery. “You’ve got to hear 
this kid play,” Dr. Wong told me, predict-
ing that a brilliant career would be his if 
he wanted it.
 “Ever since I was a kid, Dr. Wong really 
believed in me, and not only gave me an 
opportunity to perform, but introduced 
me to so many great musicians,” Tay-
lor said last week, taking a break from 
setting up for a Northern California 
performance. Dr. Wong, he added, “was 
one of the most important influences 
on my whole life, really. ... I wouldn’t be 
anywhere today without his influence.” 

In producing concerts, Herb “thought 
it was kind of cool” to bring musicians 
of all ages together, speaking the same 
language in a way that bridges the 
chronological years that separate them, 
Taylor said. “He understood there was a 
lot more in common” among the music 
makers than anything that might divide 
them.
 With undoubtedly many more years 
of his own career before him, Taylor 
said he wants to emulate his mentor’s 
support of talented young musicians. “If 
you’re lucky enough to be able to play 
music, part of the responsibility is to be 
there for others,” he said. He has worked 
with several promising young musicians, 
including Shane Turner of Portola Val-
ley, a 13-year-old pianist and composer 
who didn’t know Dr. Wong, according 
to his mother, Michele Turner, but now 
benefits, through Taylor, from the older 
man’s legacy.
 And so it goes: The torch passes from 
one generation to the next, the beat goes 
on. Many thanks to you, Dr. Wong. And 
flights of angels — led by Ella and Abbey 
and Lady Day — sing thee to thy rest. 

V I E W P O I N T

By Linda Craig
League of Women Voters

Since its founding in 1972, the Mid-
peninsula Regional Open Space 
District has preserved 62,000 acres 

of rolling hills, forests and 
farmland. Through the dis-
trict’s foresight and diligence, 
land has been set aside for 
hiking, biking, wildlife conser-
vation and other uses, while 
natural areas around creeks, 
streams and lakes have also 
been protected. 
 The Leagues of Women 
Voters in Santa Clara and 
San Mateo Counties have 
been there from the start, endors-
ing the formation of the district, 
and its expansion into San Mateo 
County. Today we’re supporting the 
bond measure that will continue the 

process of protecting some of the 
most pristine land on the peninsula, 
including redwood forests and the 
San Mateo County coast. 
 Measure AA is a $300 million, 30-year 
bond that will pay for additional acqui-

sitions, long-delayed repairs, 
infrastructure and other land 
improvements, opening up 
access to thousands of pre-
served acres via 200 miles of 
new trails.  This is the first time 
Midpen has gone back to the 
voters for more funding since 
it was established 42 years ago.
    Through an extensive open 
review process, Midpen has 
identified 25 priority projects 

that provide the broadest public ben-
efit. These are described in detail in the 
ballot pamphlet.
 Several of these projects are located 
in the south San Mateo County area, 

including the Windy Hill Open Space 
Preserve, where multi-use trails would 
be added and the wildlife habitat 
restored around Los Trancos Creek. The 
Hawthorns area would also be opened 
with trail connections to Windy Hill, 
and partnerships explored to preserve 
historic buildings.
 Importantly, the La Honda Creek and 
Tunitas Creek preserves would improve 
passage and breeding conditions for coho 
salmon and steelhead in the San Gregorio 
watershed. At Russian Ridge, trails would 
be extended, opening up new areas of the 
preserve to the public for the first time, 
including spectacular Mindego Hill. 
At Coal Creek, Alpine Road would be 
reopened as a trail connection between 
Portola Valley and Skyline Boulevard. 
And redwood stands, animal habitats 
and additional open space would be pre-
served throughout the region. 
 The Leagues of Women Voters were 

impressed by the public, open process 
that the district used to identify proj-
ects and to narrow down the list that 
is included in the bond proposal. Few 
public agencies have done as well. The 
League believes that this money will be 
well spent.
 Each year, funds generated by Mea-
sure AA would be publicly reviewed 
and reported on by a seven-person 
Community Oversight Committee — 
so there is accountability regarding the 
expenditure of bond monies.
 This bond measure reflects a signifi-
cant benefit at a modest cost — from $1 
to a maximum of $3.18 per $100,000 of 
a property’s assessed value, or a maxi-
mum of $32 a year in property taxes for 
the owner of a $1 million home. 
 The Leagues of Women Voters in San 
Mateo and Santa Clara Counties can 
think of no better legacy to leave our 
children and grandchildren, and we 
urge the residents of the peninsula to 
vote YES on Measure AA.  

Linda Craig is president of the 
League of Women Voters of the Bay Area 

and a Menlo Park resident.

League of Women Voters: 
Measure AA is Important to the Peninsula
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The beat goes on: An appreciation of Dr. Wong
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Almanac archive photo by Carol Ivie/1995

Herb Wong surrounded by jazz recordings in his Menlo Park home. 
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