
T H E  H O M E T O W N  N E W S P A P E R  F O R  M E N L O  P A R K ,  A T H E R T O N ,  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y  A N D  W O O D S I D E

Con men scam Portola Valley author 
and physician | Page 10 

FIXIT
KEEP IT
Reviving the notion  
of repairing things, 
not tossing them

SECTION 2

VOL. 49 NO. 49 |  THEALMANACONLINE.COMA U G U S T  1 3 ,  2 0 1 4

H O M E T O W NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN NNNNNN EN E WW S P A P E R  F O RR MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM EE NMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM EMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM L O  P A R K ,  A T H E R T O N ,  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y

VOL. 491 4



2 TheAlmanac TheAlmanacOnline.com August 13, 2014

118 SELBY LANE, WEST ATHERTON
6 bedrooms |  7.5 baths  |  3 levels serviced by an elevator  |  ~1.15 acre lot per Country record

Theatre  |  Exercise room  |  Pool and spa  |  Two Pavilions: One with Barbecue Kitchen

 Price Upon Request

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. 
However, neither seller nor listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or to purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation. 

gullixson.comMARY AND BRENT ARE THE #6 TEAM, PER THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.  

MARY GULLIXSON
650.888.0860

mary@apr.com
License# 00373961

BRENT GULLIXSON
650.888.4898
brentg@apr.com
License# 01329216

West AthertonNew Construction
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UPFRONT

About 500 bicycle riders 
from all over the Bay are 
expected to participate in the 
10th annual Tour de Menlo 
bike ride on Saturday, Aug. 23, 
organizers said.

The ride, which starts and 
finishes at Menlo-Atherton 
High School, is a benefit for 
the Rotary Club of Menlo 
Park scholarship fund and the 
Almanac’s Holiday Fund. The 
Rotary Club and the Almanac 
are co-sponsors.

Riders can choose from 35-, 

45- and 65-mile routes, with 
modest elevation gains on the 
two shorter courses and more 
than 3,000-foot elevation on 
the 65-mile (100-K) route.
 Riders on the longer route 
go north to Belmont before 
turning south and heading for 
Portola Valley. The 35- and 
45-mile routes cover much of 
the same terrain minus the 
hills.
 All riders will find fully 
stocked rest stops and SAG 
support for those who need 

assistance out on the course. 
A lunch catered by Lutticken’s 
Deli awaits riders at the finish 
at M-A High.
 Veteran riders, please note: 
Due to a scheduling conf lict, 
registration and lunch for 
the ride will be held outside 
the M-A gym, off Ringwood 
Avenue. Riders should park 
in the M-A Performing Arts 
Center lot, also off Ring-
wood.
 Visit TourdeMenlo.com for 
more information and to sign up.

Photo by Sofia Biros/The Almanac

Bikers participating in the 2013 Tour de Menlo.

500 expected for Tour de Menlo
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Conservation tip: When planning your 
garden, use plants that are indigenous 
to California and require less water. 
Also, group plants that need the same 
amount of water together, so you don’t 
end up overwatering.

Visit www.calwater.com/conservation 
for additional water-saving tips.

Use water wisely.
It’s essential.

Proudly serving the Bear Gulch District since 1936                            
3525 Alameda De Las Pulgas  
Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 561-9709  

By Tiffany Lam
Special to the Almanac

A
s part of its efforts to 
attract more people 
downtown, the city of 

Menlo Park is hosting a “Family 
Fitness Extravaganza” from 6 
to 9 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 13, 
along Santa Cruz Avenue.

Most of downtown Santa Cruz 
Avenue — between University 
Drive and Doyle Street — will 
be closed to vehicle traffic for 
the event, the city says.

“Our goal is to have enough 
types of events that will generate 
the foot traffic our downtown 

merchants need,” said Amanda 
Becker, Menlo Park economic 
development specialist. “What 
better way than to host an event 
that encourages people to walk 
and ride their bikes?”
  The city aims to connect fitness 
service providers with the com-
munity, she said. In organizing 
the event, the city worked with 
Yuhui Chen, owner of the Menlo 
Park fitness business SBM Fitness.
 Attendees, who are encour-
aged to wear their workout 
outfits, will participate in fitness 
activities, such as running and 
Zumba, Ms. Becker said.
  At 6:30 p.m., the Menlo Park 

sports shoe shop Fleet Feet 
Sports will kick off its 12-week, 
5K training program with a 
short training session and run.
  About 30 fitness businesses 
are expected to participate with 
information booths and activi-
ties, the city says. Among the 
vendors: Vibe Yoga, Studio 
Rincon, Menlo Park Fitness and 
Menlo Velo Bicycles.
  There will be a children’s 
obstacle course, and Menlo Park 
Jazzercise at the main stage at 6 
p.m.
 Go to tinyurl.com/fit813 to see 
the event’s Facebook page for 
more information. A

City closing Santa Cruz for fitness event
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A classic American grill with a warm and inviting neighborhood feel, 
serving approachable and healthy comfort food. 

• Weekend Champagne Brunch 10am – 2:30pm

• Private Dining & Events

• Courtyard Seating with Firepits

• New Bar & Lounge

100 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA
Located at the Stanford Park Hotel   •   Parking is plentiful, easy and free   •   No wine corkage fees

650-330-2790www.menlogrill.com

Welcome to 
summer dining 
at Menlo Grill 
Bistro & Bar

The courtyard is now 
open for lunch or join us 

for a fi reside dinner 
under the stars.

24/7 Live-In Care Specialists. We offer around-the-clock care for a 
reasonable price despite recent overtime laws.

Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care agency that offers 
Cognitive Therapeutics, a research-backed activities program that 
promotes brain health and vitality in our clients.

Menlo Atherton’s Top Caregivers. Each has at least 2 years experience
and undergoes extensive training and screening, including a DOJ 
background check, drug test and proprietary psychological exam 
designed to test for honesty and conscientiousness. 

NEW! Kosher Care Training. We are the only home care company that
trains caregivers how to help clients honor the traditions of a Kosher 
lifestyle and the Sabbath.

Call today to schedule your FREE home safety check for seniors!
650-462-6900 • HomeCareAssistance.com
148 Hawthorne Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301

Hundreds of Bay Area families 
choose Home Care Assistance.
Trust our award-winning care to suit your 
family’s needs. We’re the best!
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

S
upporters of a Mandarin-lan-
guage immersion program 
who were turned down by 

the Menlo Park City School Dis-
trict now want to open a charter 
school, with ambitions to launch 
the school in fall 2015.

According to district resident 
Carol Cunningham, who had 
led the effort to start the pro-
gram within the Menlo Park 
district, the goal is to open the 
school with two classes of kin-
dergartners and two classes of 
first-graders. The school would 
eventually have classes for stu-
dents in kindergarten through 
eighth grade.

In the lower grades, up to 90 
percent of classes will be taught 
in Mandarin, she said, with the 
percentage gradually lessening 
in upper grade levels to about 50 
percent by fourth or fifth grade.

“We want to equip our children 
with the 21st century skills that 
will be demanded by an increas-
ingly competitive and global 
society,” Ms. Cunningham said. 

The founding families want 
to “create innovative learning 
opportunities, based on sound 
educational models, because we 
believe that families should have 
a choice when it comes to public 
education.”
 The group has some hurdles to 
leap, and according to the Califor-
nia Charter Schools Association’s 
website (calcharters.org), charter 
school organizers usually need 
“a total of 1-3 years to complete 
the entire process, depending on 
whether they have an established 
team and vision at the outset, 
their authorization environment, 
and a number of other factors.” 
 Ms. Cunningham said that 
because the group has been work-
ing with the district for so long, 
they have already done much of 
the background work needed to 
start a charter. 
 The group plans to present its 
charter school petition to the 
Menlo Park district within four to 
six weeks, Ms. Cunningham said. 
The district will then have 30 days 
to hold a public hearing.
 The petition must be signed 
by at least 80 district families 

interested in enrolling children in 
the kindergarten and first-grade 
classes for the 2015-16 school year, 
Ms. Cunningham said. 
 If the district turns down the 
charter school, the group can 
appeal to the San Mateo County 
Board of Education. 
 A meeting to provide informa-
tion about the proposed charter 

school will be held on Sunday, Aug. 
24, from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Parents 
Place, 200 Channing Ave. in Palo 
Alto. Child care and activities for 
children will be provided.
 Scheduled speakers are Grace 
Mah, a member of the Santa 
Clara County Board of Education; 
Ling-Chi Wang, University of 
California at Berkeley professor; 
Thomas Sudhof, a biochemist and 

2013 Nobel laureate in physiology 
or medicine and Stanford Univer-
sity professor; and Amado Padilla, 
a Stanford University professor 
whose research includes “studies 
involving second language learn-
ing and teaching, and strategies for 
achieving bilingual proficiency.”
 Those planning to attend are 
asked to send an email with the 
number attending and the name 
of their home school district to 
mmics2015@gmail.com by Aug. 
15. Space is limited. 
 In April, the Menlo Park City 
School District board declined 
to take any action on a request 
to start a Mandarin immersion 
program by fall 2014. “I know 
it’s simply not something that 
the district can do at this point 
in time,” board member Terry 
Thygesen said then.
 The planned charter school will, 
according to the school’s website, 
“integrate the development of 
bilingual and biliteracy skills in 
English and Mandarin with a 
Common Core-aligned STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
arts and math) curriculum, using 
an interdisciplinary, collaborative, 

and experiential approach that 
nurtures the whole child.”
 Among the details still to be 
worked out are what the class 
sizes would be and where the 
school would be located, although 
it would be within the district, 
according to Ms. Cunningham. 
 If children from within the 
school district do not fill all the 
available slots in the school, 
children from outside the district 
would be admitted, according to 
the charter organizers.
 The school has 13 founding 
members who span a variety of 
disciplines, including education, 
high-tech, finance, legal, market-
ing and neuroscience, Ms. Cun-
ningham said.
 A quote from founding member 
Thomas Sudhof is prominently 
featured on the charter school’s 
website: “Immersing a child in 
multiple languages is more 
important for a child’s develop-
ment in the first 10 years than 
learning math or science because 
the structure and content of the 
languages a child speaks become 
part of the person’s intellectual 
repertoire.” A

Plans for Mandarin immersion charter school

Local News

Supporters of a 
Mandarin-language 
immersion program 

were turned down by 
the Menlo Park City 

School District.

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he investigation into an 
Aug. 5 crash that killed a 
24-year-old worker when 

a car veered off U.S. 101 near 
Marsh Road continues. Mark 
Santos was part of a nine-person 
crew from the JobTrain nonprofit 
program in Menlo Park that was 
picking up litter along the right 
shoulder.
 He was pronounced dead at the 
scene. A second worker, Jimmie 
Lee Ballard, 63, of East Palo Alto, 
was severely injured and is being 
treated at Stanford Hospital, the 
CHP said.
 The driver, Dee Di Benedetto, 
38, of San Jose, was taken to 
Stanford Hospital for treatment 
of minor injuries, CHP Officer 
Art Montiel said.
 She was driving a black Mer-
cedes that veered off southbound 
U.S. 101 south of Woodside Road 
for unknown reasons, accord-
ing to the CHP. The crash was 
reported at 11:05 a.m.
 JobTrain issued a statement 
after the accident: “We are 
shocked and saddened about the 
tragic accident that took place 

this morning on Highway 101. We 
extend our deepest sympathies to 
the families of those involved and 
we will be working to provide 
counseling and support.”
 The nonprofit has had a con-
tract with San Mateo County 
since 2012 to deploy work crews 
to assist Caltrans with roadside 
work, according to JobTrain 
Executive Director Nora Sobo-
lov. Two crews, usually consist-
ing of eight workers and two 
supervisors each, go out Monday 
through Friday to perform weed 
control, litter cleanup, graffiti 
abatement and other tasks.
 No further information was 
available for release due to the 
ongoing investigation, according 
to the CHP. Witnesses are asked 
to contact Officer H. Barker at 
369-6261. A

Investigators probe crash 
that killed JobTrain worker

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

P
eter Carpenter, a resi-
dent of Atherton’s Lin-
denwood neighborhood, 

said he hopes his recent instal-
lation of artificial turf to replace 
a water-hogging lawn will be an 
inspiration to others.
 Mr. Carpenter, who is a 
member of the governing 
board of the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection District, said he and 

his wife, Jane Shaw Carpenter, 
began thinking about replac-
ing their 8,500 square feet of 
lawn a few years ago.
 “Our water bills were about 
$600 a month more when we 
were watering the lawn than 
when we weren’t,” he said. 
 The worsening of the drought 
prompted them to “look for a 
long-term solution,” he said. 
 Research led them to choose 
artificial turf over alternatives, 
such as low water-use plant-

ings, which wouldn’t provide 
the flat surface they needed 
for activities, such as croquet, 
and a play area for their five 
grandchildren.
 Gravel was an option, but 
“we thought that looked rela-
tively unattractive,” and would 
be hard to maintain, he said.
 They chose a company rec-
ommended by neighbors after 
checking out its work.
 “It looks magnificent,” he 

Athertonian installs artificial turf

Continued on next page

The nonprofit has 
a contract with San 
Mateo County to 

deploy work crews to 
assist Caltrans with 

roadside work.

Photo by Natalia Nazarova/The Almanac

What the lawn looked like after the artificial turf was installed.
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Photo by Natalia Nazarova/The Almanac

The Carpenters’ lawn was suffering from the drought before artificial 
turf was installed.

Carpenter replaces lawn 
with artificial turf

said recently, with the project 80 
percent completed. “I think it 
will look even better when they 
get finished.”
 Mr. Carpenter said the com-
pany he chose offers a 15-year, 
full-replacement guarantee 
and has done a meticulous 
job, even rolling croquet balls 
across the croquet court area 
to make sure the ground was 
completely f lat before putting 
down the turf.
 Because they chose such a 
high-end installation, however, 
spending about $90,000 in 
total, it won’t save the couple 
much money. 
 “It will take us probably 10 
to 15 years to pay back with 
what we’re saving,” he said. But 
if water gets more expensive, 
which he hopes it will, then 
they will recover their invest-
ment more quickly.
 Mr. Carpenter said that he 
thinks local water providers 

should make their tiered pric-
ing more steep, with low-priced 
water only at a “lifeline” level. 
 “If you want more water than 
that, then you should pay sub-
stantially more than that,” he 
said. 
 Asking all customers to cut 
back by a certain percent-
age only penalizes those who 
already have cut back, he said. 
 “Our neighbors who are 
aware of what we’re doing are 
really pleased with how it’s 
turning out,” he said. “The 
only reason you can tell it’s not 
regular lawn is because it’s all 
the same color.” The product 
they installed, he said, does 
have brown “thatch” with the 
green.
 And if neighbors happen to 
notice Mr. Carpenter shaking 
leaves out of his oak trees, 
there’s an explanation for that, 
too. “What actually makes it 
look really good is when it has 
a few fallen oak leaves on it,” he 
said. A

Continued from previous page 

 A 65-year-old Menlo Park 
man pleaded not guilty Aug. 
7 to assaulting a code enforce-
ment officer with a deadly 
weapon — in this case, his 1966 
Chevy.
 Jerry Aaron Jenkins was 
arrested on July 9 after he alleg-
edly backed his truck into the 
officer on purpose. The officer 
was treated at Stanford Hospital 
for minor injuries.
 The officer had gone to a 
home in the 1300 block of 

Henderson Avenue around 4:22 
p.m. to look into reports that 
Mr. Jenkins was working on 
vehicles in his yard, police said. 
 He maintains that he didn’t 
see the officer before backing 
up, according to the District 
Attorney’s Office.
 Mr. Jenkins is out of jail on a 
$25,000 bond and represented 
by attorney Tom Kelley. A jury 
trial in San Mateo County 
Superior Court is scheduled to 
start in November.

Man pleads not guilty  
to assaulting officer

Sign up today at AlmanacNews.com
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For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may  
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.  
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

Good Transportation Systems 
Increase Real Estate Values

Dear Monica: I am moving to the 
Peninsula from a large, east coast city with 
a good transportation system. I have never 
had to own a car because I could get almost 
anywhere I needed to go by public trans-
portation. Now that I am moving here, I am 
struck by how difficult it is to get around 
without a car and traffic is terrible. Given 
this situation, where should I live: close to 
work? (what if I change jobs); in the larger 
cities where there is at least some public 
transportation available?; and, should I 
rent or buy?  Mara C.

Dear Mara: You have identified a prob-
lem that cities in the region have talked 
about for years but have never successfully 
joined forces to solve. Every new office 
building and housing complex is asked by 
local planning commissions to mitigate 
the impact on traffic, and public ser-
vices such as schools. But this piecemeal 
approach hasn’t done anything to affect 

problems in the larger area and some-
times has even made them worse. Good 
transportation systems do affect real 
estate values as shown in San Francisco 
where properties near company bus sites 
have increased in value compared with 
those properties in areas not served by 
the private buses. 

There is no one system of transporta-
tion that rings the Bay. BART doesn’t 
serve the Peninsula and Caltrain only 
serves the main Peninsula corridor. You 
would do best to live a convenient dis-
tance from your job unless you don’t like 
the housing there. You can rent for the 
first 3-12 months to give yourself a chance 
to explore the area before settling into a 
specific place. This will also give you a 
chance to see if you like your job or if you 
want to change. 

Job growth in the Bay Area has been 
great but now it is time to build the trans-
portation infrastructure to support it.

A TASTE OF
WOODSIDE

JOIN US FOR AN EPICUREAN  
ADVENTURE WITH GREAT FOOD,  GREAT 

WINE,  AND AUCTION

September 7th, 5 to 9pm
Grace Memorial Courtyard
Woodside Village Church

3154 Woodside Rd. Woodside

CHEF’S FROM THESE RESTAURANTS:
Bucks of Woodside  •  The Mountain House  •  Amigos Grill Cocina Mexicana   
•  Woodside Bakery & Cafe  •  The Village Pub  •  Del ‘Oliva   
•  Encore Performance Catering  •  Rolling In Dough

WINE FROM THESE WINERIES:
Big Dog Vineyards  •  Ridge Vineyards  •  Liquid Sky Vineyards   
•  La Honda Winery

FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION
www.tasteofwoodside.com
A fundraising event to support the projects  
of the Rotary Club of Woodside/Portola Valley

SPONSORED BY:
Merrill Properties  •  Barbara Schmidt  •  Hayes 
Group Architects  •  Golub Group  •  Whiskey Hill 
Group  •  Novo Construction  •  Greenough Consulting Group  •  JMS Development 
Partners  •  Devcon Construction  •  South Bay Construction  •  XL Construction   
•  Robert’s Market  •  EA Davidovits & Company  •  SEA Construction   
•  Cody Brock  •  Avidbank  •  Liberty Bank  •  Presidio Bank

MASTER OF CEREMONIES:
Mr. Jack Stevens

 The Peninsula Humane Soci-
ety is offering a $1,000 reward 
for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the 
person responsible for shooting 
a dog in Menlo Park on or just 
before Aug. 1. 
 The 4- to 5-year-old male, 
brown Chihuahua was para-
lyzed from the waist down as 
a result of the injury, said Scott 
Delucchi, spokesman for the 

humane society. The dog had 
been shot “with some kind of 
projectile,” according to the 
society’s medical team. 
 The dog was “humanely euth-
anized” on Aug. 1 “after tests 
confirmed his dire condition,” 
Mr. Delucchi said. 
 Residents of 1300 block of 
Henderson Avenue in Menlo 
Park found the dog in front of 
their home unable to walk and 

in pain. 
 X-rays confirmed the dog had 
a severed spine, Mr. Delucchi 
said. 
 The human society is looking 
for leads in what “would most 
certainly be a felony animal 
cruelty case,” he said. Anyone 
with information is asked to call 
the society’s lead investigator, 
Chrstina Hanley at (650) 340-
7022, ext. 384.

Humane Society offers $1,000 
in shooting of dog in Menlo

 By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
familiar name popped 
on to the list of con-
tenders for the 2014 

Menlo Park City Council elec-
tion: Kelly Fergusson, who lost 
a bid for a third council term in 
2012, is running again.
 “I am running because cur-
rent council members are 
poised to turn El Camino 
Real into a monolithic office 
park,” Ms. Fergusson told the 
Almanac on Aug. 7. “Residents 
need a responsive voice on 
City Council, and a council 
member that will stand up to 
profit-hungry developers.”
 Save Menlo, the grassroots 
coalition backing the Novem-
ber ballot initiative that would 
change the downtown/El 
Camino Real specific plan 
approved in 2012, has given 
Ms. Fergusson its blessing. The 
initiative would, among other 
things, restrict the amount of 

office space per project and 
require a citywide vote to 
change the regulations or per-
mit projects that would exceed 
the cap.
 Ms. Fergusson was on the 
council when the specific plan 
was approved. She had argued 
for setting the trigger for pub-
lic benefits at a lower f loor area 
ratio than the proposed plan 
called for, a fight she lost. 
 She was recused from vot-
ing on portions of the plan 
related to Stanford University, 
which owns property in the 
area regulated by the specific 
plan, because her husband 
worked for Stanford. Stanford 
now plans to develop its 500 El 
Camino Real site into a mixed-
use complex of office, housing 
and retail.
 Her two terms on the council 
were not without controversy, 
including a Brown Act viola-

tion that led to her resignation 
as mayor in 2010.
 When the filing period 
closed on Aug. 8, the final ros-
ter of candidates stood at six. 
Campaigning this year for re-
election are incumbents Rich 
Cline, Kirsten Keith and Peter 
Ohtaki. All three have stated 
that they don’t support the ini-
tiative, for reasons that include 
the inf lexibility of requiring a 
citywide vote to make changes.
 Environmenta l Quality 
Commissioner Kristin Durise-
ti and Planning Commissioner 
Drew Combs also qualified.
 Mr. Combs said that he plans 
to keep an open mind during 
the campaign season, but right 
now feels inclined to vote for 
the initiative. 
 So far Ms. Duriseti has 
declined to comment on where 
she stands on the initiative. 
She would also be recused 
from voting on any issues 
related to Stanford, as she 
works for the university. A

Six candidates for three open seats
 MENLO PARK

 With the close of the filing 
period on Aug. 8, Atherton 
has an official roster of City 
Council candidates for the 
Nov. 4 election: incumbents 
Bill Widmer and Rick DeGolia 
will be joined by challengers 
Rose Hau and Mike Lempres.
 Mr. Widmer is completing 
his first four-year term and 
Mr. DeGolia was elected to a 
one-year term last year to fill 

the seat left vacant when Jerry 
Carlson moved from Ather-
ton.
 The two other candidates 
have experience in Atherton 
town government. Ms. Hau, an 
architect, is vice chair of the 
Civic Center Advisory Com-
mittee and Mr. Lempres, an 

attorney, is a member of the 
town’s transportation and rail 
committees.
 The council now has only 
four members. Jim Dobbie, 
whose term was to expire in 
November, resigned earlier 
this year due to poor health, 
and his unfilled seat is one  
of the three that voters will 
fill this fall. Mr. Dobbie died 
July 24.

Four candidates for three council seats
 ATHERTON

 Calling more riders — the 
city of Menlo Park’s free van 
service is looking for more 
patrons.
 The 20-passenger van will 
pick up passengers at their 
homes on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays starting at 9:30 
a.m. and makes return trips at 

noon and 1 p.m. Stops are in 
downtown Menlo Park, at the 
Sharon Heights Safeway, at 
the Stanford Shopping Center, 
and at other destinations.
 Call the transportation 
department at 330-6770 to 
find out how to schedule a 
pickup.

City seeks riders for van service Like us on

www.facebook.com/ 
AlmanacNews
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Before

Before

This South Palo Alto home listed for $1,998,000 and sold for $2,420,000 in 9 days.

This Mountain View home listed for $998,000 and sold for $1,315,000 in 8 days.

After

After

Sign up now to sell your home in the fall so DeLeon Realty 
can begin your home’s transformation!

Experience the DeLeon Difference

650.488.7325 |www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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DeLeon Realty
List your home with

DeLeon Realty will cover all of the following at no additional charge:

www.deleonrealty .com| 650.488.7325 | CalBRE#01903224

Call for a free 
information kit!

• Staging*

• Property Inspection 

• Pest Inspection and more!

*Includes: Design, Installation, 1 Month of Furniture 
Rental and Removal 
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By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

I
t can happen to the best 
and the brightest, apparently. 
Physician, author, speaker 

and world traveler Walter Bortz 
of Portola Valley was duped out 
of thousands of dollars by con 
men in a crafty telephone scam.
 Dr. Bortz is the author of six 
books, including “Dare to be 
100” and “Living Longer for 
Dummies.” He and his wife, 
Ruth Anne Bortz — their bank 
account now lighter by $5,000 
— sat down with the Almanac 
at their Westridge area home on 
Aug. 7 to talk about the scam.
 Between 7:30 and 8 a.m. on 
Monday, July 28, the phone 
rang, Dr. Bortz said. On the 
line was a sobbing male voice 
claiming to be the couple’s 
grandson.
 This “grandson” apologized 
for the early hour, then told a 
tale of a beer-drinking escapade 
the night before that, through 
no fault of his own, ended 
badly. Dr. Bortz, who is 84, said 
the voice sounded authentic, as 
did the location. His grandson 
lives in San Francisco, surfs in 
the area and enjoys Santa Cruz, 
Dr. Bortz said.
 “It had verisimilitude to it,” he 
said. “For him, hanging out and 
having some drinks in Santa 
Cruz is totally valid.”
 The circumstances painted 
a picture of a victim caught up 
in events. The grandson had 

been in a taxicab being driven 
recklessly by a cabbie under the 
influence, the story went. When 
police stopped the cab, they 
found drugs and a gun in the 
trunk.
 Both cabbie and passenger 
(the grandson) were arrested. 
While in jail, the grandson had 
been beaten, leaving him with a 
broken nose, Dr. Bortz said he 
was told.
 He said he thought he had 
recognized his grandson’s voice. 
“I was completely taken in,” he 
said. “Everything he said had 
a viability to it and they pulled 
that off adequately. I like to 
think that I am worldly wise 
(and yet) I got snookered into 
this one. But I guess it shows 
that I’m a nice grandfather.”
 The grandson turned the 
phone over to a “police officer,” 
Dr. Bortz said. The officer said 
a judge had set aside 10 a.m. 
that same morning to make a 
decision in the case. To save his 
grandson from the negative con-
sequences of appearing in court, 
Dr. Bortz needed to follow a 
specific procedure to arrange a 
$5,000 bond, the officer said.
 Dr. Bortz was told to go to 
his bank and withdraw $5,000 
in cash, then go to the Safe-
way supermarket in Sharon 
Heights and buy $5,000 in 
prepaid cash cards, then call 
the officer back and read him 
the card numbers to complete 
the money transfer.

 Dr. Bortz said the bank teller 
asked him why he was with-
drawing $5,000. Why would she 
have asked that question? “She 
was just trying to be protective 
of me (in) the situation,” he said.
 But instead of answering 
truthfully, he lied, he said. The 
officer had told him that “it 
would influence the court if any 
of this got out,” Dr. Bortz said he 
was told.
 After transferring the mon-
ey, Dr. Bortz called back and 
received a surly response. After 
more calls, he got the San 
Mateo County Sheriff ’s Office 

involved, his daughter Gretchen 
Lieff said.
 If he could craft a warning, 
how would he word it? “I don’t 
think any warning would have 
protected me from this,” he said. 
“My grandson is in jail and they 
beat him up and broke his nose? 
They represented it to a degree 
that I bought it.”
 “It bothers me, I guess in the 
abstract, that there’s that seg-
ment (of the population) out 
there roaming,” he said. “Their 
antennas are up to every oppor-
tunity. ... Nice guys finish last.”
 That segment defrauds people 

out of millions of dollars every 
year, often combining “age-old 
tricks” with new technology, 
according to the Federal Trade 
Commission.
 “People don’t ask enough 
questions,” said Nicole Acker of 
the Menlo Park Police Depart-
ment. “I don’t know how to 
really word (a warning),” she 
said. “The only thing we can do 
is continue to put out the infor-
mation. If it doesn’t sound right, 
it probably isn’t right.”
 Go to consumer.ftc.gov/scam-
alerts for more on the latest 
scams. A

Con men scam local 
author and physician

Photo by Michelle Le

Dr. Walter Bortz and Ruth Anne Bortz at their home in Portola Valley.

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

P
alo Alto attorney John 
Hanna, representing the 
owner of a mansion at 

360 Mountain Home Road in 
Woodside, has filed an appeal 
asking the Town Council to 
rule on whether the partial 
demolition of the mansion 
can continue as a remodeling 
project.
 The appeal follows the July 
31 meeting of the seven-
member Planning Commis-
sion, which tied in 3-3 votes 
on two resolutions. One would 
have allowed the remodel of 
the 7,423-square-foot man-
sion to continue, but with 
amendments and conditions. 
The other would have forced 
the applicant to submit a new 
proposal due to actions not 
authorized by the commission 
that resulted in the removal of 
the first f loor and its framing.
 Commissioner Aydan Kutay 

was absent, but sent letters 
in support of accepting an 
amended plan. Mr. Hanna 
noted Ms. Kutay’s support in 
the appeal.
 Mr. Hanna is asking the 
council to accept the current 
state of the demolition and 
allow a little more demolition 
as necessary, such as when 
installing differently shaped 
windows, Senior Planner Sage 
Schaan told the Almanac. 
 Town documents identify the 
owner as SV Projects LLC at 
the Palo Alto address of Hanna 
& Van Atta, Mr. Hanna’s law 
firm.
 The council meets twice in 
September and is likely to hear 
the appeal at one of its meet-
ings, Mr. Schaan said.
 Town inspectors visited the 
site in mid-May and saw the 
second and third f loors and 
roof of the main house sit-
ting on horizontal steel beams 
above an empty space where 

the basement and first f loor 
used to be, according to staff 
reports. The town gave the 
owner permission to remove 
the basement’s f loor and the 
walls, but not the first f loor or 
its walls and framing.
 Planning Director Jackie 
Young issued a stop-work 
order on July 3, a day after the 
Planning Commission recom-
mended that she send the proj-
ect back to the Architectural 
and Site Review Board.
 With exceptions allowed to 
make the work site safe, the 
stop-work order remains in 
effect. A

Mansion’s owner appeals to council
 John (Jack) Hayden Byrne, 
a resident of Portola Valley 
and once the co-owner of a 
family grocery store in San 
Francisco, died peacefully on 
Aug. 1. He was 92.
 Mr. Byrne grew up and went 
to school in San Francisco, 
including the University of 
San Francisco. He worked 
with his father and brother 
in a Divisidero Street market 
that came to be known as 
Byrne’s Fine Foods.
 Mr. Byrne and his brother, 
Bill, went on to co-own the 
store and later brought in 
Jack’s sons John and Will. 
“Byrne’s Fine Foods was a San 
Francisco grocery institution 
for over 44 years,” the family 
said. The store closed in 1983.
 The family would pass sum-
mers at a cabin on Old La 
Honda Road in Woodside, 
until they bought a property 

in central Portola Valley. Mr. 
Byrne was an “amazing” car-
penter and built the family 
home. “His happiest moments 
were with family, and he was 
immensely proud of all his 
children and grandchildren,” 
the family said.
 Mr. Byrne is survived by 
his wife, Mary Alice Byrne; 
daughter Bernadette Byrne 
of Hopland, California; sons 
John of Pleasanton and Will 
of Cupertino; and nieces, 
nephews and grandchildren.
 Donations in his name may 
be made to the Hanna Boys 
Center, 17000 Arnold Drive 
in Sonoma.

Obituaries are based  
on information provided  

by the family.

Jack Byrne, grocer, carpenter
 OBITUARY

Like us on

www.facebook.com/ 
AlmanacNews
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30+ years of   
local knowledge.

Born in  
Menlo Park. 

Raised in  
Atherton.

A Woodside  
resident.

[

[

I was not even in the market  
for a property or project like 
this until I had a chance  
encounter with Steve, and  
asked the random question  

Next thing 
I know I am in contract in  
7 days to buy a 6 acre winery  
in WOODSIDE with an  
incredible history. 

Harold Dan Morris, 91, died 
in his Menlo Park home on June 
17.  Born in Pierre, South Dakota 
on September 26, 1922 to the 
late Olga and Richard Morris, 
he left home at 19 and decided 
on California as his “real” 
home after being stationed on 
Treasure Island to train for his 
service as a medic during World 
War II. Harold and his beloved 
wife, DeLora, married at St 
Paulus Lutheran Church in San 
Francisco following the war. 
Before finally relocating to his revered California and teaching 
Eighth Grade English at Hillview School in Menlo Park, he 
taught in Washington, Oregon, and Alaska.  An accomplished 
speaker, Mr. Morris was an active member of Toastmasters and 
Bible Study Fellowship and although outwardly unassuming, 
he would frequently surprise family and students with his 
sharp, dry wit, deadpan delivery and keen memory for poetry 
and scripture.  To that end, he established the first eighth 
grade graduation speech contest, a tradition that held during 
his thirty-two years of teaching at Hillview and continues 
today. DeLora preceded him in death by nine years, and Mr. 
Morris became an active volunteer for Pathways Hospice 
while continuing to write, read, garden and walk.

Harold is survived by four children:  Dann Morris of 
Branson, Missouri; Susan Gertz of Pinole, CA;  Laurel Morris 
Wessler of Menlo Park; and Joel Morris of Woodside.  He is also 
survived by six grandchildren and five great-grandchildren 
and many beloved neighbors, students and friends.

Services have been held. In lieu of flowers, the family is 
requesting donations be made to Pathway’s Hospice or the 
American Heart Association.

Harold Dan Morris
Farewell to Hillview Teacher, Mr. Harold Morris

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Support  

print and online  
coverage of  

our community.By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
collision between a fire 
vehicle and car last fall 
has led to a lawsuit filed 

against the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection District and the 
firefighter who was behind the 
wheel.
 The suit, filed in San Mateo 
County Superior Court on Aug. 
1, by two people who were in 
the car — Jose Cardosa and 
Feliciano Curup — asks for 
compensation related to unspec-
ified injuries, loss of wages and 
property damage resulting from 
alleged negligence on the part of 
the defendants.
 The collision occurred on 
Aug. 20, 2013, at the intersection 
of El Camino Real and Raven-

swood Avenue at about 10:19 
p.m., based on police and fire 
district records.
 Battalion Chief James Stevens, 
responding to a shooting in 
East Palo Alto, was driving a 
2008 Chevrolet Suburban with 
lights and sirens activated when 
he made a left turn on a red 
light onto Ravenswood Avenue, 
according to the records. The 
driver of the other car, a 1998 
Volkswagen Jetta, reportedly 
heading north on El Camino 
Real at 35 miles per hour, was 
unable to stop before entering 
the intersection, and the two 
vehicles collided.
 Mr. Stevens was found at fault 
for failure to yield, according to 
Menlo Park police.
 Fire Chief Harold Schapel-
houman said the battalion chief 

is a 32-year veteran with an 
exceptional driving record.
 “The fire district regrets any 
situations negatively involv-
ing the general public when 
responding to emergency inci-
dents, since our primary mis-
sion is to protect life and prop-
erty,” Chief Schapelhouman 
said. “Each year our personnel 
safely respond to over 8,000 
calls for service all over the fire 
district.”
 Additional fire personnel 
responded to the accident scene 
and provided medical treat-
ment to the occupants of the 
car, he said. The two occupants 
of the fire vehicle were not 
injured.
 Juan Simon, the attorney for 
the plaintiffs, did not respond to 
a request for comment. A

Fire district sued over crash

 The filing deadline for school 
board elections in the Las 
Lomitas and Menlo Park City 
school districts was extended 
to Aug. 13 because an eligible 
incumbent in each district did 
not file as a candidate by the 
initial deadline of Aug. 8.
  Go to AlmanacNews.com 
for updates since this issue 
went to press Monday.
 If no one else files by Aug. 13, 
each district will have the same 
number of candidates as it has 
open board positions and may 
choose to not hold the election.
 In the Las Lomitas School 
District, two incumbents filed 
by the Aug. 8 deadline: Richard 

Ginn and Christine Heaton. 
John Earnhardt, director of 
corporate communications at 
Cisco and a district parent, 
filed his nomination papers and 
was approved as a candidate at 
the last minute. Current Las 
Lomitas board president Jay 
Siegel did not file, and will not 
be eligible to do so during the 
extended filing period.
 In the Menlo Park City 
School District, incumbents 
Terry Thygesen and Joan Lam-
bert are both candidates, as is 
Stacy Jones, who is co-chair of 
the district’s advisory council 
and has three children in dis-
trict schools.

 Incumbent Scott Hinshaw, 
who was appointed to fill the 
remainder of Laura Rich’s term 
in February, did not file, and 
will not be eligible to do so dur-
ing the extended filing period.

School board filing deadlines extended

Support Local Business

ShopMenloPark.com

Photo by San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office

Good omen
An I-beam, painted white, draped with flags and signed by workers and dignitaries, carried a 
young tree to the top of the framing for the new San Mateo County jail at a recent “topping off” 
ceremony. The tree is supposed to “ward off bad spirits,” according to a Sheriff’s Office statement. 
The ceremony at 1300 Maple Street in Redwood City celebrated the placing of the last beam on 
the building. The jail is expected to open in 2015
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By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

D
uring their recent dis-
cussion of the envi-
ronmental impact 

report and architectural fea-
tures of Greenheart’s proposed 
420,000-square-foot mixed-use 
project on El Camino Real, sev-
eral Menlo Park planning com-
missioners said they thought the 
project demonstrated that the 
city’s controversial specific plan 
is working the way the commu-
nity wants it to.
 Greenheart’s project includes 
two three-story office buildings 
with 210,000 square feet of com-
mercial space, and up to 220 
apartments, with some below-
market-rate housing, on its nearly 
7-acre site at 1300 El Camino 
Real, off Oak Grove Avenue.
 The commercial space would 
include at least 188,000 square 
feet of offices and 22,000 square 
feet set aside for commercial 
use, preferably retail, but that 
depends on the market, accord-
ing to the developer. One option 
would be more offices. The resi-

dential building would dedicate 
7,000 square feet to retail.
 Ninety-five percent of the on-
site parking would be provided 
by an underground garage with 
entrances off El Camino Real 
and Garwood Way.
 The underground parking 
arose as a point of discussion 
during the Planning Commis-
sion meeting on Aug. 4. An 
initiative to change the specific 
plan is going before voters in 
the Nov. 4 election. If adopted, 
the initiative would cut the 
amount of office space allowed 
in the Greenheart development 
to 100,000 square feet, about 
half of the current plan.
 The commissioners asked 
how that would affect the 
garage as well as transportation 
demand management for the 
project.
 Greenheart representative 
Steve Pierce replied that the 
parking would likely have to 
shift to above-ground, given 
that the expense of building 
a garage would not be offset 
by the remaining office space, 
which brings in the highest 

rent among the possible uses 
(retail, housing and office). He 
estimated that it costs more 
than twice as much to put the 
parking underground.
 That leaves less open space 
for a 2-acre public plaza in the 
complex, he said, and leads to 
fewer potential on-site patrons 
for the retail. “We wouldn’t be 

tweaking the project. We’d be 
reinventing the project” if the 
initiative passes, Mr. Pierce said. 
 The company may then look 
at larger, regional-type retail 
or look at building more, larger 
housing units, both of which 
change impacts to traffic and 

schools, he said. As for encour-
aging public transit, he said, 
“People don’t take trains to 
retail.”
 Commissioner Drew Combs, 
who is running for a seat on the 
City Council this year, asked 
whether sticking to the base 
level of development instead of 
going for the bonus level would 
make losing half the office space 
feasible.
 “Probably not,” Mr. Pierce 
said, adding that without the 
bonus level, Greenheart would 
likely move the parking to the 
surface.
 Commissioner Katie Ferrick 
said she thought the project 
demonstrated that the specific 
plan “got it right” in terms of 
bonus levels and public benefit, 
as the revenue generated for 
Greenheart by developing at the 
bonus level allows construction 
of the underground garage, 
which in turn leads to the large 
public plaza.
 According to the city staff, 
a third-party consultant will 
analyze various mixed-use sce-
narios to estimate the value to 

both the developer and Menlo 
Park. This analysis will be used 
in negotiating the public bene-
fits to be derived from allowing 
the bonus level. Commissioner 
John Kadvany encouraged the 
city to consider negotiating for 
revenue from the developer as 
the public benefit in light of the 
possibility that the commercial 
portion of the site could include 
less retail.
 Commission Chair Ben Eiref 
pressed Greenheart to not make 
that portion flex space. “(The 
amount of) retail should not be 
variable ... my perception is that 
the market for retail is on fire 
right now.”
 The commission, while prais-
ing the site plan and architec-
ture, emphasized that the proj-
ect is going to have to sell itself 
to the public.
 “We kind of have to pat the 
specific plan on the back and 
say job well done,” Commis-
sioner John Onken said, but 
noted that the “lump of office,” 
while necessary, will be dis-
agreeable to some members of 
the public.A

Greenheart complex draws kudos, questions

Two three-story 
office buildings, 220 

apartments and retail 
spaces are planned at 
El Camino and Oak 

Grove Avenue.

  MENLO PARK

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

R
emarks were heated dur-
ing a recent Menlo Park 
council meeting to dis-

cuss the procedure for writing 
a ballot argument against the 
downtown/El Camino Real spe-

cific plan initiative, and the ris-
ing temperatures had little to do 
with the busted air conditioning 
at city hall.
 The council held a special 
meeting on Aug. 6 to determine 
whether to allow Mayor Ray 
Mueller and Councilman Rich 
Cline to write and sign the anti-

initiative ballot arguments on 
behalf of the entire council.
 That portion of the meeting 
was short and to the point, with 
a 3-0 vote agreeing that was 
an acceptable process. Council 
members Kirsten Keith and Cat 
Carlton were absent. The ballot 
argument is due Aug. 15.
 During public comment, for-
mer councilman Heyward Rob-
inson offered his take on an 
analysis conducted by Lisa Wise 
Consulting, hired by the city 
to examine the impacts of the 
initiative. Part of a grassroots 
group that produced a lengthy 
critique of the analysis, he said 
he took “strong issue” with char-
acterizations of the critique as 
political rather than substantive.
 “It’s very, very detailed. ... You 
should be thankful, be grateful 
to have residents in Menlo Park 
that are willing to pick apart a 
study the city paid good money 
— taxpayer dollars — for. Your 
own staff should have done 
something similar.” Mr. Robin-
son urged the city to “pull the 
report from the public domain 
and fix the errors.”
 Mayor Mueller, in return, 
took strong issue with the char-
acterization of the critique as 
substantive rather than political.
 “I’ve reviewed those issues 
and I frankly believe that most 
of those 40 points, if not all of 
them, are argument,” he com-
mented.

 A letter the city received Aug. 
6 from a law firm representing 
the pro-initiative coalition could 
only point to one purported 
deficiency, he said. “And we have 
spent consultant money follow-
ing up on all 40 other items of 
argument. ... I am extremely 
disappointed right now that we 

are wasting money chasing what 
I believe to be a PR effort.”
 If there are items in need of 
correction, the mayor conclud-
ed, the consultant will respond 
accordingly.
 The letter, written by Olson 
Hagel & Fishburn LLP, asks the 
city to refrain from saying pas-
sage of the initiative could impact 
traffic in its ballot argument and 
impartial analysis. The attorneys 
contend that the traffic analysis 
conducted by Lisa Wise Consult-
ing used a flawed methodology.

Council election
 The mayor appears to find 
the timing of the Wise report 

critiques interesting in light of 
the upcoming contested council 
election.

 Three incumbents — Mr. Cline, 
Peter Ohtaki and Ms. Keith — 
are running for re-election. The 
challengers are Planning Com-
missioner Drew Combs, Envi-
ronmental Quality Commission-
er Kristin Duriseti and former 
council member Kelly Fergusson.
 “It’s frustrating for me to be 
placed in a position where I must 
speak critically of the tactics 
employed by my neighbors and 
friends in Save Menlo, for whom I 
have personal respect,” Mr. Muel-
ler said after the Aug. 6 meeting. 
“But given the circumstances, 
I can’t help but believe much of 
the recent charges that have been 
leveled against the very balanced 
consultant’s report are but a polit-
ical pretext for the announcement 
of the anti-incumbent slate’s last 
City Council candidate.”
 And indeed, Ms. Fergusson 
announced on Aug. 8 that she is 
running, with the blessings of 
the pro-initiative faction.A

Heated ballot measure exchange at Menlo council meeting

The United States Department of
Energy/SLAC Site Office

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

The Final Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National 

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) that evaluates the 

potential impacts from the Linac Coherent Light Source-II Project at 

the SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory (SLAC), Menlo Park, 

California, has been issued.

After considering all comments received during the formal comment 

period (June 6, 2014-July 7, 2014), the U.S. Department of Energy 

(DOE) has completed the decision-making process and is rendering 

its decision. Based on the results of the impacts analysis documented 

in the EA, DOE has determined that the proposed action is not a 

major Federal action that would significantly affect the quality of the 

human environment within the context of NEPA. Therefore, prepara-

tion of an environmental impact statement is not required, and DOE 

is issuing a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).

Copies of the final EA and the FONSI are available for public 

reading at the Menlo Park Library, 800 Alma Street, Menlo Park, 

California, and an electronic copy of the document is available for 

viewing on the SLAC NEPA website at:

www-group.slac.stanford.edu/esh/groups/ep/epg/nepa.htm

Any questions and requests for hard copies of the final EA and 

FONSI may be directed to Mitzi Heard, NEPA Document Manager, 

at (650) 926-5704, or submitted in writing to the DOE SLAC Site 

Office, 2575 Sand Hill Rd., MS8A, Menlo Park, CA 94025.

‘I am extremely 
disappointed right now 

that we are wasting 
money chasing what 
I believe to be a PR 

effort.’
MAYOR RAY MUELLER

Today’s local news 
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Stanford Health Fair
3240 Alpine Road • Portola Valley, CA 94028

Saturday, Aug. 23, 2014 
8:30am – 11:30am
Stanford Health Center at Portola Valley
3240 Alpine Road • Portola Valley, CA 94028

Stanford Health Center at Portola Valley offers the 
connection and convenience of a small primary care 
medical office and access to world-class specialty care at 
Stanford Health Care. We invite you to our free community 
Health Fair, featuring:

• Blood pressure screenings
• Skin “spot check” screenings
• Runner’s clinic evaluations

• Posture screening
• Nutritional food samples
• Ask the experts!

For questions, directions, or additional information, call 650.498.9000 
or visit us online at stanfordhealthcare.org/events. Health screen-
ings will be offered on a first-come, first-served basis.

N E W S

 
 A 39-year-old Fremont man 
was arrested Thursday morn-
ing in Ladera after a Portola 
Valley resident called 911 to 
report seeing a suspicious per-
son in a driveway in Westridge. 
The man, the caller said, drove 
away in a dark-blue Lexus. 
 A short time after the 7:40 
a.m. call on Aug. 7, San Mateo 
County Sheriff ’s Office depu-
ties stopped a car fitting the 
description on Alpine Road 
in Ladera and arrested Ches-
ter Brown. He was booked 
into San Mateo County jail 
on $25,000 bail on charges of 
auto burglary, possession of 
stolen property, and prowl-
ing. He was also charged with 
violating parole, deputies said. 
 The initial call came from 
a resident in the Westridge 
neighborhood. Around the 
time of the arrest, dispatch-
ers received calls from two 
Westridge residents who 
reported thefts from their 
vehicles, deputies said. 
 The Lexus was searched 
and deputies found jewelry, 
wallets, a laptop computer 
and clothing, all determined 
to have been stolen from 
vehicles in the Portola Val-
ley area, deputies said. They 
also found items believed to 
have been stolen but that have 
not yet been reported stolen. 
 Deputies are asking anyone 
with information about this 
case, including those dis-
covering that they have been 
victims, to call Detective Scott 
Berberian at (650) 363-4051. 
The anonymous-witness line 
is 1-800-547-2700.

Portola Valley: 
Deputies nab 
theft suspect

 The historic Filoli estate in 
Woodside will be open until 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 21, 
so visitors can take a docent-led 
sunset hike or an orchard walk, 
or just enjoy the historic house 
and garden.
 Sunset hikes begin at 6 p.m. 
Reservations are recommended; 
drop-ins are also taken. The 
two-hour tour covering approx-
imately three miles of trails can 
be strenuous. Children ages 5 
and older are welcome.
 Orchard walks in Filoli’s 6.8-
acre orchard are also docent-
led. Visitors will be able to taste 
fruit right off the tree, when 
available.
 Admission is $18 for adults, 
$15 for seniors and $8 for stu-
dents.
 Go to filoli.org for more infor-
mation.

Evening walks 
at Filoli estate
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By Kate Daly
Special to the Almanac

E
xtreme cowboy racing is 
coming to the Horse Park 
at Woodside on Saturday, 

Aug. 23, thanks to local orga-
nizer and competitor Michael 
Raynor. 

The Woodside Challenge is 
open to the first 25 male and 
female contestants, ages 7 and 
up, who sign up to ride Western 
and test their horsemanship and 
speed over courses of man-made 
and natural obstacles “that you 
would find in a ranch, cowboy-
style situation,” Mr. Raynor 
explains. 

Horseman Craig Cameron 
originated extreme cowboy rac-
ing in Texas about 10 years ago. 
The Extreme Cowboy Associa-
tion (EXCA) is based there and 
governs the sport.

The Woodside Challenge is an 

official EXCA event that is open 
to non-association members. 
The competition is divided into 
eight divisions with courses 
designed to different degrees of 
difficulty, ranging from begin-
ners to pros.
 Gary Lubben is coming from 
Southern California to design 
and judge. Riders will be award-
ed points, prize money, ribbons, 
and belt buckles.
 Mr. Raynor says competitors 
are coming from as far away as 
Elko, Nevada, and Los Ange-
les. He is the leading regional 
champion right now, and plans 
to compete in the world champi-
onships in Texas in October.
 A member of the Bay Area 
Ravine and Ridge Riders, San 
Mateo County Horseman’s 
Association, and Mounted 
Patrol, Mr. Raynor keeps his 
competition horse, Flash Gordo, 
in Woodside. Since 2007 they 

have been practicing tackling 
obstacles. For them, the winning 
combo is to make sure “it’s a 
team effort” between horse and 
rider. One of his quarter horse’s 
special talents is kicking a soccer 
ball through a goal.
 The Woodside event will be 
held in and around the Horse 
Park’s water complex. Typical 
courses can have rough terrain 
such as boulders and down-
banks to negotiate, man-made 
bridges or curtains to pass 
through, cones to work around 
using dressage-like moves, and 

cowboy activities such as throw-
ing bales of hay over fences or 
sorting live cattle.
 The entry fee for contestants 
ranges from $50 for young riders 
to $85 for pros, and includes two 
rides per division.
 To register, contact Mr. 
Raynor at (650) 722-2112 or 
mike@raynorbuilders.com.
 Spectators are welcome. 
Admission is free. Food and 
horse-related items will be for 
sale during the event, which is 
scheduled to run from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at 3674 Sand Hill Road. A

 George Bull Jr., the longtime 
owner and pharmacist of Bull’s 
Ladera Pharmacy in the Ladera 
Country Shopper mall, died July 
17 in Scottsdale, Arizona. He 
was 90.
 Mr. Bull served in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II and 

was the son of a pharmacist. 
When he opened in the Country 
Shopper mall, Mr. Bull was one 
of the first businesses to rent 
space there. He retired and sold 
his pharmacy in the mid-1990s.
 “He was always super friendly 
to all his customers,” his niece 
said, adding that she used to 
hang out there when visiting 
from Chicago. At the time, the 
pharmacy included a soda foun-
tain, she said. “He made many 
longtime friends in Ladera and 
Portola Valley.”
 Mr. Bull had a lifelong interest 
in Native American culture. 
 He was preceded in death 
several years ago by his wife 
Edith. Mr. Bull is survived by 
his son George Bull III of Santa 
Rosa; and daughters Cathy and 
Barbara of Scottsdale.

Obituaries are based  
on family information.

George Bull, Ladera pharmacist

C O M M U N I T Y

Welcome to Webster house, Palo Alto’s most gracious senior living community, now a member of 
the not-for-profit organization that owns and operates Canterbury Woods, Los Gatos Meadows,  
San Francisco Towers, Spring Lake Village, and St. Paul’s Towers. Here, you’ll enjoy the rare 
combination of ideal location, dedicated staff, amenities, and services, all within walking distance 
of downtown Palo Alto, where you’ll find a mix of shops, restaurants, and art galleries. You’ll 
also find peace of mind and a welcoming community offering the advantages of continuing care. 
To learn more, or for your personal visit, please call 650.838.4004.

Introducing Your Style, Your

NEIGHBORHOOD
Our Apartment Homes.

401 Webster Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301                    websterhousepaloalto.org            
A not-for-profit community owned and operated by JTM/Lytton Gardens and Episcopal Senior Communities. License No. 435294364 COA #246.  EPWH695-01AC 081314

Your style, your neighborhood.

Our life here

‘Extreme cowboy’ racing in Woodside

Photo by Louis Raynor

Current state champion 
Michael Raynor competes in 
an Extreme Cowboy Race in 
Rosamond, California, last spring. 

 OBITUARY

Support Local Business

The 
online guide 

to Menlo Park  
businesses

ShopMenloPark.com

Good for Business. 

Good for the  
Community.

Good for You.
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C O M M U N I T Y

The Sequoia Union High School District
Board of Trustees

APPLICATIONS
Applications may be downloaded from the Sequoia District web site at  

www.seq.org departments/administrative/construction or may be  
requested from the district office by calling Assistant Superintendent,  
Administrative Services Enrique Navas at  650-369-1411, ext. 22218. 

Send completed applications to
Enrique Navas

Assistant Superintendent, Administrative Services
Sequoia Union High School District

480 James Avenue
Redwood City, CA 94062

TIMELINE

July 31, 2014, to August 29, 2014

For further information, contact Enrique Navas at 650-369-1411, ext. 22218.

building projects of the recently approved Measure A school construction bond.  
Periodically, the committee will report bond expenditures to the community.

…is seeking applicants to serve on the District’s
Construction Bond Oversight Committee

 Dr. William Finley Fry Jr., an 
emeritus associate clinical pro-
fessor of psychiatry at Stanford 
University and a Portola Valley 
resident for about 25 years, died 
May 16 at his home in Nevada 
City, California.
 Dr. Fry moved to Nevada 
City in the 1980s with his wife, 
Almanac co-founder Elizabeth 
“Betty” Fry,” said Stephen Fry, 
the couple’s son.
 Dr. Fry was 90. Ms. Fry died in 
2011 at the age of 85.
 Dr. Fry was known for his 
lifelong investigation into the 
health benefits of laughter. In 
a 1979 paper, “Using Humor 
to Save Lives,” he discussed 
humor’s positive effects on three 
life-threatening illnesses: heart 
attack, stroke and cancer, the 

latter for which humor could act 
as a palliative.
 Among his many papers on 
the subject and several books 
is “Sweet Madness: A Study 
of Humor,” first published in 
1963 and republished in 2010 
by Transaction Publishers. 
Included on the back of a card 
celebrating Dr. Fry’s life is a 
drawing of a harlequin above 
a joke: “How many psychia-
trists does it take to change a 
light bulb? Just one, but only 
if the light bulb wants to be 
changed.”
 In addition to his work at 
Stanford, Dr. Fry had a private 
practice “where he combined a 

consistent pro-
fe s s iona l i sm 
with an appre-
ciation for the 
i n d i v i d u a l 
experience of 
each patient,” 
the celebratory 
card says. “Life 
ran rampant 
in his nature, his manner, his 
activities and his thinking. 
There was vibrancy, enthusiasm, 
(and) curiosity.”
 The couple liked to travel and 
had many friends around the 
world. Dr. Fry was lauded as a 
friend, scientist, wine enthusi-
ast, historian and patriarch.
 He is survived by his daugh-
ter Susan Fry Van-Rheenen in 
Nevada City; and sons Stephen 
in Nevada City and Peter in 
Corbett, Oregon.
 In his memory, his friends 
suggest enjoying your meals 
slowly and laughing often. 

Dr. William Fry, advocate 
of humor for health

When life brings you unexpected challenges, Agility 
Health is by your side with full service healthcare delivered 

in the comfort and privacy of your home. 

To learn more about Agility Health, 

please call us at (650) 453-5100
or visit us online at www.agility-health.org

RN Care Management  Skilled Nursing Care  Rehabilitation

Care  Community Resources  Family Health Counseling

Quality Care. 
Quality Life.

Company employed Personal Care Attendants available 

to meet your hourly or live-in needs.

People in business

 Misun Kim, who makes her 
own lotions, oils, scrubs and 
pedicure soaks, has joined Vir-
tual Image Salon in Portola Val-
ley as a manicurist, according to 
salon manager Barbara Tallon. 
Karen Xu is the other manicur-
ist at the salon, located at 104 
Portola Road.

Todd Roberts
 Atherton resident Todd Rob-
erts, a partner at the Ropers 
Majeski Kohn & Bentley law 
firm in Redwood City, has been 
re-elected to the board of the 
Federation of Defense and Cor-
porate Counsel.
 Mr. Roberts has been the 
resident director of  his firm’s 
Redwood City office since 2000 
and chairs the firm’s commer-
cial litigation practice group. 

This information is from the San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office and the Menlo 
Park Police Department. Under the 
law, people charged with offenses are 
considered innocent unless convicted. 
Police received the reports on the 
dates shown.

WOODSIDE

Residential burglary report: Resi-
dents of two homes, on Brookwood 
Road and Woodside Drive, found sliding 
glass doors smashed and evidence 
of someone having gone through the 
homes without taking anything. Inves-
tigators detected partial fingerprints at 
one home. Aug. 1 and 2.
Grand theft report: Someone stole 
three rings from a home on Moore 
Road. No evidence and no signs of 
forced entry. Estimated loss: $25,000. 
Aug. 4.
Theft report: A bicycle sitting outside 
and unlocked was stolen from a Mon-
telena Court residence. Estimated loss: 
$800. Aug. 4.
Accident report: A bicyclist travel-
ing east on Woodside Road east of 
Highway 35 suffered minor injuries after 
crossing a double yellow line and strik-
ing a westbound vehicle. The bike frame 
had major damage and the vehicle 
minor damage. 
Stolen mail reports: 

 A resident of Martinez Road reported 
that his mailbox had been broken into 
and the mail stolen. Aug. 7.

 A resident of Moore Road reported 
missing mail after returning from three 
weeks out of town. July 31.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Residential burglary report: Some-
one entered a house on Granada Court 
via an open front window and rum-
maged through several rooms. It’s not 
known if anything was taken, and inves-
tigators found no fingerprints. Aug. 5.
Fraud report: A resident of Golden 
Oak Drive reported that someone tried 
to get a refund of $46,696 using his tax 
information. July 31.

WEST MENLO PARK

Stolen vehicle report: Corner of Ash-

ton Avenue and Alameda de las Pulgas. 
Aug. 7.

MENLO PARK

Residential burglary reports: 
 Someone stole a bicycle from an 

unlocked garage on Hobart Street. Esti-
mated loss: $3,000. Aug. 3.

 Someone kicked in a garage door 
of a residence on San Mateo Drive and 
ransacked the house, though nothing 
appears to have been taken. July 31.

 Someone pried open the rear win-
dow of a vehicle parked in the 2100 
block of Santa Cruz Avenue. Nothing 
taken. July 31.

Commercial burglary report: A 
plasma cutter was stolen from a locked 
construction site on Merrill Street. Esti-
mated loss: $2,000. Aug. 6.

Auto burglary report: Someone broke 
into a vehicle parked on Sharon Park 
Drive and stole comic books, sunglass-
es and a hair brush. Estimated loss: 
$310. Aug. 6.

Theft reports:
 A man entered the Cheeky Monkey 

toy store on Santa Cruz Avenue and 
stole two Lego sets. Estimated loss: 
$784. Aug. 4.

 Someone stole a bicycle from in front 
of a home on Curtis Street. Estimated 
loss: $650. Aug. 7.

 Five pieces of jewelry were stolen 
from an unlocked vehicle parked in the 
700 block of Willow Road. Estimated 
loss: $500. Aug. 4.

 A man entered the Safeway super-
market on Sharon Park Drive, stole four 
bottles of champagne and fled in a wait-
ing red pickup truck. Estimated loss: 
$385. Aug. 5.

 Someone stole shoes, sandals and a 
bag from an unlocked vehicle parked in 
an Atkinson Lane driveway. Estimated 
loss: $180. Aug. 7.

Stolen vehicle reports: 
 An unlocked 1997 cream Honda Pre-

lude with the keys inside was stolen on 
Haven Avenue. Aug. 5.

 A locked 1991 blue Honda Accord 
was stolen from a Hedge Road drive-
way. Aug. 7.

 POLICE CALLS

Dr. William Fry

 PEOPLE

 OBITUARY

Menlo Park
 Mengnan Hong and Yang Song, a son, 

July 8, Sequoia Hospital.
 Maureen Feeny and Daniel Berkenstock, 

a daughter, July 10, Sequoia Hospital. 
 Anna and David Bragg, a daughter, July 

11, Sequoia Hospital.

 Wendy and Eric Altman, twin daughters, 
July 21, Sequoia Hospital.

Emerald Hills
 Kimberly and Ryan Caldbeck, a daugh-

ter, July 8, Sequoia Hospital. 

 BIRTHS

Support The Almanac’s print and online coverage of our community.
Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/Almanac
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Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only 
complete online open home guide.

PALO ALTO  650.323 .1111  l  MENLO PARK  650.462 .1111  l  LOS ALTOS  650 .941.1111  l  WOODSIDE  650 .529.1111  

APR COUNTIES l  Santa  C lara  l  San Mateo  l  San Franc isco  l  Mar in  l  Sonoma  l  A lameda  l  Contra  Costa  l  Monterey  l  Santa  Cruz

LOS ALTOS HILLS $15,000,000
Historic estate built in 1916 registered under the Mills Act fully 
restored and renovated. 6bd/6+ba. Guest house. Close to 
town. Palo Alto Schools.

Monica Corman
650.543.1211

mcorman@apr.com

LOS ALTOS $1,898,000  
Expand/remodel  3 bd/1ba home with 12,425+/- sf lot, or build 
in  a sought-after location near outstanding Los Altos schools!

Jeff Stricker

650.823.8057
jstricker@apr.

com

Steve 

TenBroeck

650.450.0160
stenbroeck@

apr.com

SAN MATEO $1,599,000
All units have laundry and single car garages. Additional 2 car 
garage that can be rented separately for more income. 1/2 
block from shops, restaurants cafes and more. 

Michael Johnston
650.533.5102

mjohnston@apr.com 

LOS ALTOS HILLS $2,800,000
Represented buyers of this fabulous property featuring 
4bd/3.5ba on private view setting. 1.3 acres. Beautiful pool and 
patio. Sold in 11 days!

SOLD
Mani Razizad

650.465.6000
 mrazizad@apr.com 

MENLO PARK $2,575,000
Fantastic remodeled, spacious Menlo Park home. 4 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms, over 3000 sq.ft. Near top rated schools and 
Stanford! 

Suzie Provo
650.465.3800

sprovo@apr.com 

SUNNYVALE  $1,249,000 
Charming 3bd/2ba home on a large, corner lot. Hardwood 
floors, kitchen/FR combo, + living room with fireplace. 
Cupertino schools.

Denise Welsh
650.209.1566

denisew@apr.com

MENLO PARK $625,000
End unit in gated Menlo Commons complex, with garden 
views. 2bd, 2ba Large living/dining combo with open kitchen. 
Inside laundry and secure parking. Close to Stanford. 

Betsy Dwyer
650.543.1056

bdwyer@apr.com

COMING SOON
MENLO PARK $549,000
Available off market.  This light-filled 1 br 1ba top floor unit 
with a large over-sized balcony has been beautifully remod-
eled . 

Pamela Culp
415.640.3293
pculp@apr.com 

REDWOOD CITY  $1,200,000
This charming 3bd/2ba home in Oakwood Park offers a park-
like setting with lawn, entertainment deck and soaking hot 
tub. Sold over asking in 5 days!

SOLD
Liz Rhodes
650.722.3000

lrhodes@apr.com 

REDWOOD CITY $1,645,000
Updated 4bd/3ba with expansive lawns and mature landscap-
ing. Granite kitchen, marble baths, hardwood floors.

Maggie Heilman
650.543.1185 

mheilman@apr.com 

SOLD


