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Ed Kahl presents the very best of Woodside.

Ed Kahl
www.EdKahl.com

400-2796

Ed Kahl - Over $1 Billion Sold
• MA in Economics from UC

• Real Estate Broker since 1972
• Top 1% of Coldwell Banker agents

• Real Estate experience you can trust

� 1.1 acre      � built in 2010
� views of Mt. Diablo 
� 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths
� fireplaces in LR and family room
� luxurious master suite w/balcony
� office on first floor, bonus media room
� separate 3-car garage w/storage
� excellent Las Lomitas schools

Woodside  – This beautiful
sunswept home combines the
stateliness of a traditional East
Coast manse with the inviting 
expanse of a California country
estate – light-filled rooms,
vaulted ceilings, walls of glass
opening to the lawn,  garden
and the large fruit orchard.

exclusively listed at $6,600,000

SOLD
Sale Pending

MOUNTAIN HOME RD, WOODSIDE – Fabulous estate
home on 3 acres. exclusively listed at $7,750,000

PORTOLA VALLEY – 2.9 acre lot with great views.
exclusively listed at $3,250,000
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 Sabore Ole Oyie is 
here to raise money for 
wells for his people.
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

S
abore Ole Oyie, a warrior, 
elder and the chief of his 
age group in his village in 

Maasai territory in Kenya, is a 
tall man who dresses in clothing 
that is predominantly red. The 
color is a tradition that dates 
back to his ancestors fighting 
with other tribesmen over cattle 
rustling, Mr. Oyie explained 
during a hike in Wunderlich 
Park in Woodside on Friday. 
Without colored clothing, it 
was too hard to tell friends from 
enemies, he said.

Mr. Oyie, who is is also a 
cultural ambassador for Kenya, 
is in the United States on a 
three-month fundraising visit 
to solicit aid to drill 400 wells 
to provide safe drinking water 
for 9,000 residents of the unde-
veloped Ewaso Nyiro region of 
Kenya.

Woodside resident John 
Novitsky, who visited with Mr. 
Oyie in Kenya, invited him 
to town to promote the well-
drilling project and to hike to 
see what insights he might have 

in identifying mountain lion 
tracks. Wunderlich Park is a 
known mountain lion habitat 
and Mr. Oyie is an experienced 
tracker in big-cat country.
 Others on the three-hour 
hike to and from the meadow 
at Alambique Flat included 
Lisa Raskin and Lea Goldstein, 
the co-presidents of Friends of 
Huddart & Wunderlich Parks; 
Veronica Zermani, a San Mateo 
County park ranger; and this 
reporter.
 Mr. Oyie is adept at spot-
ting animal tracks, as is Mr. 
Novitsky. Good indicators are 
paw-sized disturbances in the 
earth on the side of a trail. 
Mr. Oyie also easily picked out 
wild animal tracks in the dust 
of heavily traveled park roads 
amid the chaos of tracks left by 
humans and horses.
 His abilities probably came 
with the territory in which 
he grew up and where he still 
lives — near the Maasai Mara 
National Reserve and the famed 
Serengeti Plain.
 Lions are indigenous to the 
area, as are elephants, cheetahs, 
leopards, hyenas, giraffe and 
cape buffalo, a “very, very dan-
gerous” animal, Mr. Oyie said. 
His ordeals growing up included 
confronting lions. He killed two 

males with spears and has their 
manes, he said.
 He was circumcised around 
age 12. The operation is instru-
mental in teaching boys to 
accept pain; they are not sup-
posed to move, not even to blink 
an eye, he said.
 Life is dangerous there. 
Encounters with animals were 
common during his walks to 
and from school, he said. “When 
you’re walking, you find an 
elephant and you don’t want 
him to smell you, so you take a 
different direction,” he said. “In 
the presence of animals, you’re 
always (adjusting).”
 Maasai girls and women face 
similar challenges with animals 
on their daily 6-mile to 8-mile 
treks to fetch river water. The 
girls should be in classrooms, 
Mr. Oyie said. Along with wells, 
two classrooms for his tribe are 
another top priority.
 His fundraising efforts have 
paid for two wells so far, an 
investment of about $70,000, Mr. 
Oyie said. One 310-foot well taps 
into an underground river but is 
contaminated with nitrates and 
fluorides, so decontaminating 
equipment is needed. The other, 
at 721 feet, is uncontaminated.
 Go to tinyurl.com/Sabore3 for 
more information. A
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Maasai warrior, elder and chief Sabore Ole Oyie, far right, hiked Wunderlich Park in Woodside with Lisa 
Raskin, center, Lea Goldstein and John Novitsky on Friday, Sept. 19. Mr. Oyie, who is also a Kenyan cultural 
ambassador, is in the U.S. to raise money to drill water wells for his people.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may  
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.  
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

What Buyers Should Do
Dear Monica: We have been 
outbid on a few properties re-
cently and are wondering if 
we will ever be able to buy a 
house. What can we do to im-
prove our chances? Steven D.

Dear Steven: It can be very frus-
trating for buyers in this market 
but there are things you can do 
to improve your chances of suc-
ceeding. Are your minimum re-
quirements set too high for your 
budget? To test this idea, look at 
properties that have sold recent-
ly in your price range and see 
if any of them would have met 
your criteria. If not, you need to 
adjust your parameters. Maybe 

you can’t get the perfect house 
in your price range so figure out 
what compromises you are will-
ing to make. You may need to 
enlarge your geographic scope 
and include areas a bit outside of 
your “perfect” location. If loca-
tion is your top priority, then you 
will have to adjust other things 
such as house condition or size.
 The other thing you can do to 
improve your chances of success 
is to be positive and decisive. The 
market moves quickly and if you 
are not moving along with it, you 
will continue to miss out. The 
important thing is to find a home 
and a community so that you 
can settle in and be a part of it. 

IGNITING THE SPARK 

OF KNOWLEDGE AND 

SELF-DISCOVERY

The Girls’ Middle School

OPEN HOUSES

Saturday, 

November 14, 1 pm

Thursday, 

December 10, 7 pm

admissions@girlsms.org

 

When life brings you unexpected challenges, Agility 
Health is by your side with full service healthcare delivered 

in the comfort and privacy of your home. 

To learn more about Agility Health, 

please call us at (650) 453-5100
or visit us online at www.agility-health.org

RN Care Management  Skilled Nursing Care  Rehabilitation

Care  Community Resources  Family Health Counseling

Quality Care. 
Quality Life.

Company employed Personal Care Attendants available 

to meet your hourly or live-in needs.
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Y O U R  G A T E W A Y  T O  B U Y E R S  A R O U N D  T H E

WORLD

APR.COM  |  MENLO PARK  650.462.1111  |  WOODSIDE  650.529.1111

The Bay Area is one of the most desirable places in the world to live, so it is essential to market your home  
properly to a global audience. At APR, we target international buyers through a variety of mediums:

To go more in-depth, review our Global Marketing Strategy brochure at global.apr.com

PROPERTIES FEATURED ON WEBSITES WORLDWIDE

AFFILIATE OFFICES IN NEARLY 50 COUNTRIES  /   GLOBAL ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS

NETWORKING AT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

RELATIONSHIPS WITH OVERSEAS FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

PERSONALIZED TOURS FOR OVERSEAS BUYERS
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 New museum  
dedicated to renowned 
works of American art.
By Sheryl Nonnenberg

‘H
ow did they fit all this 
art in their house?” 
That was the question 

of the day at the media preview 
for Stanford’s new Anderson 
Collection, which opened to the 
public with a grand celebration 
on Sunday, Sept. 21.

Being surrounded by museum-
quality works by artists including 
Mark Rothko, Jackson Pollock 
and Richard Diebenkorn was a 
way of life for collectors Harry W. 
and Mary Margaret Anderson, 
but it was a tight fit. Imagine 
having an Alexander Calder 
mobile in your living room, a 
Hans Hoffman color-saturated 
landscape over your bed.

Now, a portion of the Ander-
sons’ blue-chip collection has a 
new and spacious home on the 
Stanford campus: a beautiful 
bespoke museum designed to 
showcase the Modern and con-
temporary American paintings 
and sculptures the couple has so 
carefully acquired over the last 
50 years.

Richard Olcott of Ennead Archi-
tects designed the 30,000-square-
foot building, which was complet-
ed in May (the last four months 
have been spent delivering and 
installing the art) and constitutes 
another glittering jewel in the 
crown of the burgeoning campus 
arts district.

From private to public
The museum houses 121 works 

of art by 86 artists, a gift to the 
university from the Andersons 

(affectionately known as Hunk 
and Moo) and their daughter, 
Mary Patricia Anderson Pence.
 The history of their collecting 
is by now the stuff of legend: 
After a trip to Europe in the 
1960s, Hunk and Moo decided to 
educate themselves about art in 
order to build a collection. They 
sought out the best examples 
by the most noteworthy art-
ists available, and had the good 
fortune — and foresight — to 
purchase stellar works by artists 
working in the Abstract Expres-
sionist movement before prices 
became prohibitive.
 Their collection grew, filled 
their ranch house in Atherton 
and then became part of the Saga 
Food headquarters (now Qua-
drus) on Sand Hill Road; Hunk 
was a co-founder. Along the 
way, Hunk and Moo were always 
intent on sharing the collection 
and educating the public about 
contemporary art — not always 
an easy sell, especially given their 
proclivity for abstract works.
 After years of active collect-
ing in schools as wide-ranging 
as California Funk, Color Field 
Painting and Bay Area Figura-
tive Art, the Andersons decided 
to begin gifting their collection 
to museums. Though they were 
courted by collections across the 
country, the couple preferred to 
keep their focus local, making 
gifts to the Fine Arts Museums 
of San Francisco and the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern 
Art.

 “Our interest is to support the 
arts in the Bay Area,” explained 
Hunk in a phone conversation. 
“We believe that art enhances 
the human experience, and this 

museum is a gift that keeps on 
giving.”

Informal, casual, accessible
 The opening of the Anderson 
Collection at Stanford University 
marks the first time the public 
has had access to such a wide 
range of these works in one place. 
It’s an unprecedented experience.
 Upon entering the lobby of 
the building, the viewer first 
encounters two colorful, playful 
sculptures by California-based 
artists Charles Arnoldi (“Unti-
tled I,” 1983) and Robert Hudson 
(“Plumb Bob” 1982). They are 

fun and lively, and perhaps lead 
the visitor to think that all the 
mystery about modern art is 
exaggerated. 
 But then the grand staircase, 
which takes the visitor to the sec-
ond floor where the majority of 
the art is installed, leads directly 
to an encounter with Clyfford 
Still’s “1957-J No.1.” 
 The work is an interesting 
choice for such a focal point; 
large in scale, with only three 
colors of paint (red, black, white) 
applied thickly with a palette 
knife. Its jagged forms and bold 
composition are confrontational 

and somewhat unsettling. 
 Look to the left, however, 
and the eye takes in the cheer-
ful swirls and bright pastels of 
Joan Mitchell’s “Before, Again 
IV.” Gaze right, and Richard 
Diebenkorn’s evocative seascape, 
“Ocean Park #60,” immediately 
produces a sense of calm and 
tranquility. 
 This is the charm, as well as 
the secret, behind this museum. 
Rather than an encyclopedic 
gathering of art from every mod-
ern movement since 1945, this 

Stanford unveils the Anderson Collection

Local News

Photo by Veronia Weber/Palo Alto Weekly

A wide staircase leads to the second floor, which is devoted entirely to works of art.

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

M
otorcycle officers from 
around San Mateo 
County spent Wednes-

day, Sept. 17, patrolling parts of 
Menlo Park and Atherton and 
issued 252 citations, most for 
speeding and cellphone violations.
 Patrolling in areas considered 
trouble spots by Atherton and 
Menlo Park police, the officers 
issued 67 tickets for speeding, 
51 for cellphone violations, 30 
for unsafe turns, 23 for stop-sign 
violations and 20 for seat-belt 
violations, Cpl. Brett Murphy of 
the Burlingame Police Depart-

ment said.
 At the special request of Ather-
ton police, officers also looked 
for violations near schools where 
vehicles use bike lanes to pass 
other vehicles. Fifteen tickets 
were issued for this violation, Cpl. 
Murphy said.
 There were seven traffic-light 
violations, including two issued 
to bicyclists, he added.
 The daylong patrols focus 
on different communities each 
month. For September, the focus 
is on Atherton and Menlo Park, 
Cpl. Murphy said. The event on 
Sept. 17 was the third special 
traffic-law enforcement day this 

month. The others had a specific 
focus: 
   On Sept. 6, the focus was DUI 
violations, which resulted in three 
arrests and 16 sobriety tests.
   On Sept. 12, officers focused 
on distracted driving and issued 
76 tickets to drivers using cell-
phones illegally and six tickets for 
texting.
 On Aug. 20, when the focus for 
the month was Woodside, Portola 
Valley and Redwood City, officers 
issued 75 five speeding tickets, 15 
for distracted driving and eight 
for seat belt violations at various 
locations in Woodside.
 The Saturation Traffic Enforce-

ment Program (STEP) is a San 
Mateo County initiative, in effect 
since January 2013, that brings 
together for a day some 25 
motorcycle officers, more or less, 
from law enforcement agencies 
in the county. 
 The events that focus on DUI 
and distracted-driving are similar 
to STEP in that they involve visit-
ing motorcycle officers, but they 
are funded by the state Office of 
Traffic Safety. 
 The event on Sept. 17 included 
five officers from Daly City; three 
each from the California Highway 
Patrol, Redwood City and the 
Sheriff’s Office; two each from 

Burlingame, Belmont and South 
San Francisco, and one each from 
other agencies, Cpl. Murphy said. 
The Burlingame Police Depart-
ment organizes the events.
 “The participating officers 
remained committed to making a 
high level of traffic stops in this 
coordinated saturation, while 
maintaining the highest levels of 
community awareness and pro-
fessionalism,” Cpl. Murphy said 
in a written statement. “The num-
ber of stops and citations during 
this most recent deployment 
reflect a sustained enthusiasm for 
this program and traffic safety on 
the Peninsula.” A

Officers issue 252 more traffic tickets in Atherton, Menlo Park
See ANDERSON page 8
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By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

W
ill they or won’t they? 
Stanford University’s 
abrupt announcement 

on Tuesday, Sept. 16, that it 
would postpone negotiations 
over its proposed mixed-use 
complex on El Camino Real 
sparked some irritation with city 
of Menlo Park officials.
 Mayor Ray Mueller then called 
for a special meeting of the City 
Council on Sept. 23 to discuss 
“appropriate next steps,” and 
in short order, the university 
decided, albeit with a certain 
reluctance, that negotiations 
could, in fact, continue.
 “That (Sept. 16) email stated 
our preference in timing. It 
should not be construed as a uni-
lateral refusal to meet,” Stanford 
representative Steve Elliott wrote 
to the city on Friday, Sept. 19.
 The postponement was attrib-
uted to the pending outcome of 
Measure M, an initiative put 
forward by grassroots coali-
tion Save Menlo to change the 
downtown/El Camino Real spe-
cific plan. Voters will decide the 
measure’s outcome in the Nov. 4 
election.
 The latest design for the Stan-
ford complex would replace 
mostly vacant car lots along 
300 to 500 El Camino Real with 
199,500 square feet of office 
space, 10,000 square feet of 
retail, and up to 170 apartments. 
Measure M’s passage would 
impose several changes, includ-
ing cutting by about 50 percent 
the amount of office space 
allowed — a reduction that the 
university said would send its 
project back to the drawing 
board.
 “Considering these obstacles 
and the timing, just a few weeks 
before the election that will 
decide the fate of Measure M, 
we suggested that we thought it 

best to wait until the community 
has resolved this question before 
continuing work. This contin-
ues to be our perspective,” Mr. 
Elliott wrote. However, if the 
city “feels strongly” about con-
tinuing negotiations, “we will of 
course continue to meet with the 
Subcommittee to advance such 
an effort.”
 Disappointed by the initial 
letter postponing negotiations 
without warning, Mayor Ray 
Mueller said it’s obvious that 
calling for a special council 
meeting brought Stanford back 
to the table.
 He noted that the council 
subcommittee, now composed 
of himself and Kirsten Keith, 
won’t limit the discussion to 
Stanford’s contribution to a 
bike-pedestrian undercrossing 
that would connect Middle 
Avenue with Burgess Park.
 “I am committed to working 
towards the best potential out-
come to preserve and enhance 
the quality of life of Menlo Park 
residents. Nothing is off the 
table to that end,” he said.
 What else is on the table? 
Mayor Mueller said the size and 
scope of a public plaza at the 
center of the complex; the mix 
of uses, and design features; he is 
personally “very focused on how 
traffic exits and enters the sites, 
and how to keep it away from 
our residential neighborhoods.”
 The previous subcommittee, 
composed of Ms. Keith and 
Catherine Carlton, worked with 
Save Menlo as well as university 
representatives to eliminate all 
medical offices from the pro-
posal, increase the number of 
apartments,  improve the public 
plaza, get Stanford’s agreement 
to make “a substantial contribu-
tion” to the undercrossing, and 
collect more traffic data to fur-
ther evaluate the project’s poten-
tial impact. A

Stanford ‘conflicted’ about 
continuing talks before 
Measure M is decided 

 Dehoff ’s Key Market, part of 
Marsh Manor in Redwood City 
for about 20 years, is in its last 
week at that location, owner 
Chris Dehoff told the Almanac 
on Monday, Sept. 22.
 “Our family will miss this 
location after having been there 
for so many years. We thank all 
of our great customers for all the 
years of loyal patronage,” Mr. 
Dehoff said. 
 The store’s lease recently 
expired and they were operat-
ing under a short-term agree-
ment, according to Mr. Dehoff. 
Key Market’s last day at Marsh 

Manor will be Saturday, Sept. 27. 
A new store, Delucchi’s Market, 
will open at the same location 
in the shopping center at 3640 
Florence St. off Marsh Road.
 As to reports that the new 
store will, unlike Key Market, 
be non-unionized, Mr. Dehoff 
said he was “not sure what the 
new owners are going to do, 
but our employees are staying 
with us.” The family-owned 
chain has stores in San Mateo 
and Redwood City; most of the 
employees will transfer to the 
Redwood City store on Upton 
Street, he said. 

Key Market changing hands
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Conservation tip:

Visit www.calwater.com/conservation 
for more water-saving tips and to see 

rebate.

Use water wisely.
It’s essential.

Proudly serving the Bear Gulch District since 1936                            
3525 Alameda De Las Pulgas  
Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 561-9709  

Is your agent there for you? I am there for my 
clients...licensed, friendly and helpful staff.
Serving the community for over 25 years!

CHARLIE PORTER
Farmers® Agency 
License # 0773991
671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
650-327-1313 • cporter2@farmersagent.com
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Rosie Valencia, a student at Sequoia High School in Redwood City, interviews Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg on Sept. 18.

By My Nguyen

Palo Alto Weekly

S
equoia High School stu-
dents and staff were treat-
ed to a surprise visit by 

Facebook founder and CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg at a spe-
cial assembly at the school in 
Redwood City on Wednesday, 
Sept. 18.
 Before Mr. Zuckerberg 
made his guest appearance, 
Facebook CIO Tim Campos 
announced that the social 
media company would be 
funding a mobile-application 
development class at Sequoia, 
where students will learn the 
elements of programming and 
design needed to build apps.
 Mr. Campos presented the 
school with 50 new Apple lap-
tops to help equip the new class.
 “Part of how I got to where 
I am in my career is I started 
playing with technology when 
I was your guys’ age,” Mr. 
Campos said. “My dad worked 
at a university and his lab used 
technology a lot, so occasion-
ally he would bring it home to 
work on and that exposed me 
to technology.
 “Imagine in today’s world if, 
say, a football player like Colin 
Kaepernick couldn’t play high 
school football, would he be as 
amazing of an athlete as he is 
today?” Mr. Campos said. “For 
the next generation of technol-
ogy leaders, we need to make 
sure everyone has access to 
technology.”
 He went on to answer stu-
dents’ questions about what 
it is like to work at Facebook, 
why Facebook is so successful, 
what the company is working 
on in terms of future projects, 
and how much he gets paid, to 
which he answered, “Technol-

ogy is a good industry to be in.”
 “I want to inspire you,” he 
said. “Look at what is going 
around you. ... Technology is 
changing everything in terms 
of how the world is working. 
It’s an incredible opportunity 
to be a part of.”
 Sequoia junior and former 
Facebook intern Rosie Valen-
cia interviewed Mr. Zucker-
berg about the importance of 
science, engineering and math 
education, and why technology 
is so important for students.
 The simplest answer, Mr. 
Zuckerberg said, is that tech-
nology is where all the jobs will 
be in the future.
 “If you look at history, the 
world evolves, and the jobs that 
people have evolve, and even 
some basic things like how you 
watch TV ... and the nature of 
cars (evolve),” he said. “Tech-
nology is playing a bigger role 
in all of these things, so the 
reality is if you want to have a 
better chance of getting a job ... 
and if you want to get a job that 
pays more, then being profi-
cient in technology and know-
ing some basic things about 
how to use computers and use 
basic programming ... is going 
to be really critical to having a 
lot of options and doing what 
you want in the future.”
 Facebook is a big company 
and serves a lot of people, he 
said, but his main focus is to 
help people through engineer-
ing and building products. 
 “More than a billion people 

use Facebook, so one of the 
hardest jobs that we have is 
that out of all the different 
things that we can be work-
ing on on a day-to-day basis, 
we need to make sure that we 
focus on the right things,” he 
said. “There are certain things 
that can help the most people.”
 Rosie Valencia, who par-
ticipated in the 2014 Facebook 
Academy internship program, 
developed a mobile app that 
placed in the top 20 in a 
worldwide Technovation com-
petition. She said she learned 
that the company’s purpose 
is to connect the world. She 
asked Mr. Zuckerberg why it is 
important to increase access to 
the Internet.
 A majority of people in 
the world don’t have Internet 
access, so there are fewer ideas 
and tools the rest of us don’t 
get exposed to because people 
without the Internet can’t 
share their experiences, Mr. 
Zuckerberg said.
 “One way — over time — to 
create more peace and con-
nectedness and a more func-
tioning kind of world is to 
make sure everyone is exposed 
to all these different things 
(available online),” he said.
 Mr. Zuckerberg encouraged 
students interested in engi-
neering and computer science 
to work hard. He said that 
learning about technology is a 
process like anything else.
  “So dive in and start and 
understand that you will not 
be amazing at everything 
immediately, but you just keep 
on pushing to get better,” he 
said. A

Go to tinyurl.com/zuck918 to 
see a video of the Q&A with 

Mark Zuckerberg.

Zuckerberg makes surprise visit
Facebook founder and 
CEO participates in 

Q&A at Sequoia High 
School.



is a personal collection that 
ref lects the taste and priorities 
of the Andersons.
 Hunk, who feels that art 
collectors are really just “stew-
ards,” refers to the works the 
family has amassed as a “col-
lection of collections,” acknowl-
edging  the couple’s broad 
rather than narrow interests, 
their eye for artistic innovation 
as much as anything.
 Since the collection is 
idiosyncratic and personal, 
explained architect Olcott, 
he focused his design for 
the museum on three goals: 
“informality, casualness and 
accessibility.” 
 The museum, he says, 
“reflects the way the Andersons 
lived with art in their ranch-
style home.” To that end, the 
f loor plan is open, eschewing 
small rooms. Visitors can wan-
der freely, without directives 
based on chronology or strict 
groupings of works. And, just 
as the Andersons mixed Rodin 
sculptures and early American 
antiques with modern art in 
their home, the visitor finds 
unexpected juxtapositions in 
each viewing space.
 A review of the new museum 
would not be complete with-
out mentioning a key piece 
from the Anderson collection: 
“Lucifer” 1947 by Jackson Pol-
lock. One of the last works by 
the famed artist that remains 
in a private collection, “Luci-
fer” would be welcome in any 
museum in the world. It is a 
superb example of Pollock’s 
drip technique, and a vibrant 

dance of color and gesture. 
While it once hung in the 
Andersons’ dining room, it 
now enjoys a prime spot in the 
museum’s Abstract Expres-
sionist space, along with other 
important works from the 
movement by Mark Rothko, 
Franz Kline, David Smith and 
Robert Motherwell. 
 Although the current instal-
lation includes 104 pieces from 
the gift, museum director 
Jason Linetzky noted, “There 
will be opportunities to bring 
in additional works from the 
original gift. Visitors will see 
how the experience changes 
when works are rotated.” 
 The Anderson collection and 
its archive will be an invalu-
able resource to Stanford stu-
dents, especially now that each 
freshman is required to take 
one course in what the univer-
sity calls “creative expression.” 
According to Matthew Tiews, 
Stanford’s executive director 
of arts programs, the require-
ment is “the University’s way 
of recognizing that the arts are 
fundamental to life.” A

Freelance writer Sheryl Non-
nenberg served as a curato-
rial associate at the Anderson 
Collection from 1994-1999. 
She can be emailed at nonnen-
berg@aol.com.
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Stanford unveils  
Anderson Collection

 A new state law sets 3 feet as a 
“safe distance” for vehicles pass-
ing bicyclists on the road. 
 The law, signed by Gov. 
Jerry Brown, requires driv-
ers to give bicyclists travel-
ing in the same direction 3 
feet of clearance when passing. 
Under previous law, a vehicle 
was only required to pass to 
the left at a “safe distance.” 
 If traffic conditions prevent 

motorists from giving cyclists 
this space, drivers must “slow 
to a speed that is reasonable and 
prudent” and pass when a cyclist 
will not be in danger, according 
to the Three Feet for Safety Act. 
 Violations are punishable by a 
$35 fine. Motorists who collide 
with and injure cyclists while 
violating the law can be subject 
to a $220 fine. 
                                — Tiffany Lam

Law defines ‘safe distance’ for 
motorists passing bicyclists

By Barbara Wood

Almanac Staff Writer

R
esidents of the Midpen-
insula share many neigh-
borhoods with mountain 

lions, and with the recent news 
of the attack by a mountain lion 
on a young boy in Cupertino, 
local officials are reminding 
residents of what to do when 
encountering a mountain lion. 
 On Sept. 10, a mountain lion 
believed to be the one that 
attacked a boy in Cupertino 
was shot and killed. 
 While attacks by mountain 
lions on humans are rare, 
mountain lion sightings are not 
uncommon in our area. 
 In Woodside, a hiker in 
Wunderlich Park reported see-
ing a mountain lion with three 

cubs on Tuesday, Sept. 9 at 
about 8 a.m. 
 Atherton officials say that on 
Saturday, Sept. 6, a mountain 
lion was reportedly seen in a 
driveway near Monte Vista and 
Linda Vista avenues, at about 
9:15 p.m. 
 On Aug. 25, officials received 
a report of a mountain lion 
sighting in Portola near Hay-
fields Road at 6:15 p.m. 
 Many other encounters are 
never reported. 
 Atherton officials offer the 
following tips for what to do 
when encountering a mountain 
lion, excepted from the Falcon 
Guide series of outdoor books: 
 “In the vast majority of moun-
tain lion encounters, these ani-
mals exhibit avoidance, indif-
ference, or curiosity that never 

results in human injury. But it 
is natural to be alarmed if you 
have an encounter of any kind. 
Try to keep your cool and con-
sider the following: 
 . Recognize threatening 
mountain lion behavior. There 
are a few cues that may help 
you gauge the risk of attack. If 
a mountain lion is more than 50 
yards away, changes positions, 
directs attention toward people, 
and exhibits following behav-
ior, it may be only curious. This 
circumstance represents only 
a slight risk for adults, but a 
more serious risk to unaccom-
panied children. At this point, 
you should move away, while 
keeping the animal in your 
peripheral vision. Also, take out 
a deterrent device or look for 
rocks, sticks, or something to 

use as a weapon — just in case. 
 For distances of less than 
50 yards, when the animal is 
staring intensely and hiding, it 
may be assessing the chances 
of a successful attack. If intense 
staring and hiding continue, 
accompanied by crouching and 
creeping, the risk of attack may 
be substantial. 
  Do not approach a moun-
tain lion; give the animal the 
opportunity to move on. Slowly 
back away, but maintain eye 
contact if close. Mountain 
lions are not known to attack 
humans to defend young or a 
kill, but they have been report-
ed to “charge” in rare instances 
and may want to stay in the 
area. Best choose another route 
or time to adventure through 
the area. 

  Do not run from a moun-
tain lion. Running may stimu-
late a predatory response. 
  If you encounter a moun-
tain lion, be vocal and talk or 
yell loudly and regularly. Try 
not to panic: shout to others in 
the area to make them aware of 
the situation.”
 Marc Kenyon, the California 
Department of Fish and Wild-
life’s mountain lion expert, said 
that the tips are good ones, but 
added one more: If possible, he 
said, get higher than the lion by 
jumping up on a rock, tree stump 
or hillside so you’re looking 
down on the animal. Lions will 
typically recognize this as a 
aggressive stance and it takes 
away their strategy of jumping 
down on a potential prey or vic-
tim, Mr. Kenyon said. A  

Tips on handling encounters with mountain lions

continued from page 5

The Anderson Collection is at 314 

Lomita Drive at Stanford. Admission 

is free, but timed tickets are required 

for admission. For more information, 

go to anderson.stanford.edu, call 

(650) 721-6055, or email anderson-

collection@stanford.edu.

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

L
ast December local resi-
dents who live under the 
flight path of Surf Air, 

a new airline whose passen-
gers pay one monthly price for 
unlimited flights on small pas-
senger planes, held a community 
meeting to complain about the 
noise from the planes.
 The problem, residents say, 
has only grown worse, despite 
a series of meetings involving 
officials from the airline, the 
San Carlos Airport, the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration 
and representatives of local 
government. Now, another 
community meeting has been 
scheduled.
 A group calling itself 
CalmTheSkies is organizing the 

meeting, which will be held at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 30, in the 
Pavilion at  Holbrook-Palmer 
Park, 150 Watkins Ave. in 
Atherton
 Surf Air announced in early 
August that it has new funding 
and has ordered 15 more eight-
passenger planes to add to the 
three it has been flying. The 
airline said it plans to expand 
its destinations and might order 
as many as 50 more planes in 
addition to the 15.
 Representatives of Surf Air 
and the airlines will attend as 
well as local elected officials.
 An online petition at Change.
org has more than 500 signa-
tures of people asking Surf Air 
“to modify the approach path 

to (the San Carlos Airport) 
KSQL so our communities can 
once again enjoy a better liv-
ing environment.” Most of the 
signers live in Atherton, Menlo 
Park, Palo Alto and Redwood 
City. 
 Recent signers have com-
plained of being woken at 4 a.m. 
and say that “the current flight 
path is inappropriately routed 
over residential areas.”
  “The noise has increased 
dramatically since the Surf Air 
started using San Carlos airport 
for its charter flights,” an Ather-
ton resident wrote. 
 Another Atherton resident 
wrote: “The increased noise is 
very disruptive from the wee 
hours of the morning to very late 
at night. It has had a substantive 
negative impact on the quiet 
enjoyment of my home.” A

Residents: Surf Air noise problem 
getting worse; new meeting set

 ATHERTON 

 INFO

Today’s local news  
& hot picks

Sign up today at AlmanacNews.com

Fresh news 
delivered 

daily

A drawing of a new 
building planned for the 
Woodside Elementary 
School campus that was 
printed in the Sept. 17 
issue of the Almanac 
was mislabeled. The 
drawing is of two new 
preschool classrooms 
that are planned for the 
school — and not of the 
new auditorium that is 
also planned to be under 
construction next June. 

Correction
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Do You Have Enough to Retire?

In less than 90 minutes, a member of Ric’s Financial 

Independence Team will cover everything you need

to know about retirement plans, including:

This new seminar is based on the principles of Ric Edelman, three times ranked #1 Independent Financial Advisor by Barron’s1.

Find out in 
this NEW 
SEMINAR

The Truth About Retirement Plans and IRAs 

•  The 4 investments you 

should never choose for 

your retirement plan

•  How to invest the contribution 

you make with your current 

paycheck

•  How to invest the money 

already in your account

•  What to do with old, dormant 

retirement accounts

•  and much more!

FREE
Admission

SPECIAL OFFER

Enter Promo Code: 

MENLO
All attendees will receive the #1 National Bestseller2

Reserve your seats at

EdelmanFinancial.com/menlo 

or call 855-285-1228

1According to Barron’s, “The formula [used] to rank advisors has three major components: assets managed, revenue produced and quality of the advisor’s practice. Investment returns are not a component of the rankings because an advisor’s returns are dictated largely by each client’s risk tolerance. The quality-of-practice component 
includes an evaluation of each advisor’s regulatory record.” The rankings are based on the universe of applications submitted to Barron’s. The selection process begins with a nomination and application provided to Barron’s. Principals of Edelman Financial Services LLC self-nominated the fi rm and submitted quantitative and qualitative 
information to Barron’s as requested. Barron’s reviewed and considered this information which resulted in the rankings on Aug. 27, 2012/Aug. 28, 2010/Aug. 31, 2009. Ric Edelman is Chairman and CEO of Edelman Financial Services LLC, a Registered Investment Adviser, and CEO, President and a Director of Pinnacle Summer Investments, 
Inc. He is an Investment Adviser Representative who off ers advisory services through EFS and a Registered Principal of (and off ers securities through) Sanders Morris Harris Inc., an affi  liated broker/dealer, member FINRA/SIPC.
2The Washington Post, Washington Bestsellers Paperback Nonfi ction General. April 20, 2014.

Sept. 30 & Oct. 1
1pm and 7pm  

Hilton Garden Inn Mountain View

Mountain View, CA

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

City of Menlo Park workers cut down an old Italian stone pine tree in Fremont Park. 

By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

M
enlo Park’s reputation 
as “Tree City” emerged 
unscathed despite a 

man chaining himself to an Ital-
ian stone pine tree in Fremont 
Park early in the morning of 
Sept. 16 to protest the tree’s 
removal. He left peacefully once 
city officials explained why the 
tree had to be 
cut down for 
safety reasons, 
according to 
Menlo Park 
staff.
 A group of 
residents had 
decried the 
removal of the tree on short 
notice, but arborist Brian Henry 
explained that the pine was fall-
ing down at an ever-increasing 
rate, creating a safety hazard 
that obviated the need for a 
15-day advance notice.
 The city was alerted to the 

hazard by another resident, 
who noticed that the tall pine 
tree had started to lean. The 
anchoring roots had torn and 
risen up through the soil, 
allowing the tree to tilt over 
the park’s water fountain, lawn 
and walking area, Mr. Henry 
told the residents. The city 
decided to proceed with the 
removal when the tree’s lean 
increased over a short span of 

five hours.
 The tree may 
be gone, but its 
wood will live 
on. The city 
plans to recy-
cle the pine for 
use in other 
projects, Mr. 

Henry said.
 On Wednesday, Sept. 24, the 
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion is scheduled discuss ways 
to re-use the pine’s wood. The 
meeting will start at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Menlo Park Senior Cen-
ter at 110 Terminal Ave.

Tree protest ends 
peacefully; tree cut 
down for safety

A man had chained 
himself to the Italian 
stone pine tree in 

Fremont Park.
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6 DeLeon Realty listings

340 Kipling Street, Palo Alto

SOLD IN 8 DAYS
www.340Kipling.com

510 Laurel Avenue, M

SOLD IN 9 DAYS
www.510Laurel.com

868 Sierra Vista Avenue, Mountain View

SOLD IN 7 DAYS
www.868SierraVista.com

3311 Alameda De Las Pulgas, Menlo Pa

SOLD IN 9 DAYS
www.3311AlamedaDeLasPulgas.com

All sold over 

650.488.7325 |  info@deleonrea l ty.com |  w

SO
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Find out more about 
these homes and see 
our current listings at
www.deleonrealty.com

Menlo Park 1105 Hermosa Way, Menlo Park

SOLD IN 9 DAYS
www.1105Hermosa.com

ark 160 North Balsamina Way, Portola Valley

SOLD IN 9 DAYS
www160NorthBalsamina.com

within 9 days on market!
listing price!

ww.deleonrea l ty.com |  CalBRE #01903224

LD
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450 Cambridge Avenue, Palo Alto  |  650.326.8210   
PaloAltoOnline.com | AlmanacNews.com | MountainViewOnline

We are pleased to once again 
offer our annual, all-glossy 
publication covering the local 
needs and interests of the 50-
plus market.

Living Well
SENIORS’ GUIDE TO HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

Coming to the 
Midpeninsula  
on October 30 

Deadline to advertise  
is October 3. 

Call today for details.

For information on advertising  

in the 2015 Living Well, please contact  

Connie Jo Cotton, Sales Manager, at 

ccotton@paweekly.com  (650) 223-6571  

or your sales representative.
EXHIBITION ONLY
October 7 and 8, 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
October 9 and 10, 10 a.m. –  5 p.m.
no sales during exhibition

PUMPKIN SALES 
Saturday & Sunday, October 11 and 12
10 a.m. –  5 p.m.

For information call 650.329.2366 or visit www.greatglasspumpkinpatch.com

EVENT LOCATION
Palo Alto Art Center
1313 Newell Road
Palo Alto, CA  94303
650.329.2366

WWW.greatglasspumpkinpatch.com

Free admission 
Children always welcome

   GREAT GLASS 
PUMPKIN PATCH

T
H
E

®

OCTOBER 7 – 12, 2014

The Palo Alto Art Center, Bay Area Glass Institute, and the Palo Alto Art Center Foundation present:
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By Kate Daly
Special to the Almanac

F
or the second year in a row, 
neighboring rival schools 
Sacred Heart and Menlo 

are co-hosting the Valpo Fun 
Run on Sunday, Oct. 5, to build 
community and raise money 
for Peninsula Bridge’s summer 
program.

The Atherton schools have 
decided to alternate where the 
5k walk and run starts. Last 
year the inaugural race began 
at Menlo. This year it will begin 
at Sacred Heart’s soccer field at 
9:30 a.m. at 150 Valparaiso Ave. 
and follow a flat course that 
includes Elena, Isabella, Alejan-
dra, and Emilie avenues.

Organizers are hoping to raise 
$20,000 and expect to attract 
more than the 370 registered run-
ners who participated last year.

Racers are encouraged to 
sign up before Sept. 26, when 
the entry fees go up. Right now 
the fee for youth 18 and under 
is $15, and will be $20. The fee 
for adults is $20 and will be $25. 

The fee for families of three is 
now $50 and will be $60. The 
fee for families of four and five 
is now $70 and will be $85.
 Online registration will close 
on Oct. 2 (search for Alp0 fun 
run 2014) and then will be avail-
able at the event.
 For more than a decade, 
Sacred Heart and Menlo have 
played football against each 
other in the Valpo Bowl to raise 
funds for Peninsula Bridge. That 
match is scheduled for Nov. 14 at 
Woodside High at 7 p.m.

Bike lanes
 Willow Road is about to get 
greener: Menlo Park will install 
more green bike lanes through 
Sept. 25 between Middlefield 
Road and Alma Street. Work 
crews will be striping the lanes 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day, 
leading to some road closures, 
according to the city of Menlo 
Park.

Teaming up for fun run
 BRIEFS

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac

Portola Valley dances
Square dancing closed out a day of celebration in Portola Valley on Sunday in honor of the town’s 50th 
year of incorporation. The setting sun and a chill in the air accompanied a bass, guitar and fiddle trio as 
they swung into action shortly after 5 p.m. at the Town Center. The children danced first, then adults 
joined in as the dance caller and musicians worked their magic.

 Cafe Zoe, which opened in 
2008 in the Willows neigh-
borhood of Menlo Park, 
opened its second location at 
2074 Broadway in downtown 
Redwood City on Sept. 19. 
 That evening the cafe’s 
owner Kathleen Daly and 
her daughter Zoe, for whom 
the cafe is named, hosted 
a fundraiser for the Young 
Minds Advocacy Project. 

The project is a nonprofit 
founded by Menlo Park 
resident Patrick Gardner 
to improve the lives of low-
income young people with 
mental illness. 
 “A place for peace, hope & 
community” is the motto for 
Cafe Zoe, a coffee shop fea-
turing locally roasted coffee, 
homemade pastries, salads 
and sandwiches.

Cafe Zoe opens second location
Support  
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Attend the first small business  

conference of its kind. Connect with other 

entrepreneurs and learn about new ways to  

run the business you love.

TAKE YOUR BUSINESS
TO THE NEXT LEVEL {

• Learn from experts on hiring, 

marketing, finance and running your 

business in the cloud

• Participate in hands-on workshops led 

by Facebook, Google and Yelp

• Get inspired by guest speakers, 

including Arianna Huffington,  

Bill Rancic, Marc Andreessen and 

Debbie Sterling, founder of GoldieBlox™

• Grow your network by meeting other 

entrepreneurs and small business owners

Register now at QuickBooksConnect.com

OCTOBER 21–23, 2014
San Jose Convention Center



 A San Jose couple accused of 
several 2013 Peninsula burglar-
ies has changed a plea of not 
guilty to one of no contest to 11 
counts of residential burglary 
and one count of an attempted 
residential burglary, San Mateo 
County prosecutors said.
 In a Sept. 15 pre-trial con-
ference in a Redwood City 
courtroom, Juan Carlos Ortega-
Ramos, 25, agreed to a maxi-
mum of 20 years in state prison, 
and Ashley Lynn Kirk, 24, to a 
maximum of 10 years, prosecu-
tors said. Sentencing is scheduled 
for Nov. 6. The couple remain in 
jail on bail of $500,000.
 The change of pleas came as 
a jury trial was about to begin, 
Deputy District Attorney Ivan 
Nightengale said. Criminal Pre-

siding Judge Susan Etezadi set 
the plea-bargain maximums. 
Prosecutors did not object, but 
because the defendants’ conduct 
was “so egregious and planned 
out,” they chose not to recom-
mend maximum prison terms, 
instead leaving it up to the 
judge, Mr. Nightengale said.
 The couple worked as a team, 
prosecutors said. Ms. Kirk 
worked for PetSmart and gath-
ered information from custom-
ers boarding their pets at the 
San Carlos location while they 
were out of town.
 Ms. Kirk would pass that 
information on to Mr. Orte-
ga-Ramos, who then burgled 
the homes, stealing electronic 
equipment, jewelry and other 
property, including a Porsche 

from a Portola Valley home.
 A license-plate check on a 
Porsche 911S parked on a Bel-
mont street on Sept. 11, 2013, 
led to a report that the car 
had been stolen earlier that 
day from a home on Hillbrook 
Drive in Portola Valley, pros-
ecutors said. Detectives from 
the Sheriff ’s Office got involved 
and located and arrested Mr. 
Ramos and Ms. Kirk.
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By Sandy Brundage

Almanac Staff Writer

W
ith Mayor Ray Mueller 
dissenting, the Menlo 
Park City Council 

voted 4-1 during a recent meet-
ing to approve the purchase of 
two Willow Road duplexes for 
$1.12 million.

The units, located at 1175 and 
1177 Willow Road, will continue 
to be rented as below-market-
rate housing. Each duplex has 
a one-bedroom, one-bathroom 
unit that rents for $500 a month 
and a two-bedroom, one-bath-
room unit that rents for $700 a 
month, according to the city’s 
staff.

The duplexes are being sold 
by the Church of the Pioneers 
Foundation, which approached 
the city about a potential sale 
rather than listing the units with 
a real estate agency. The pur-
chase price will be paid from the 
city’s below-market-rate housing 
fund. An outside agency, such 
as a housing nonprofit, will be 
found to manage the property, 
the city staff said.

Saying it was a “close call” 
for him, Mayor Mueller com-
mented during the Sept. 16 
council meeting that he didn’t 

think the number of units 
justified the cost. The money 
could potentially be used for a 
future public-private partner-
ship that would deliver more 
affordable units to the city, he 
suggested.
 The other council members 
acknowledged his point, but 
seemed to be of the opinion that 
four units of affordable hous-
ing available now trumped an 
uncertain future possibility of 
more.
 Councilman Peter Ohtaki 
noted that if the city passed on 
the opportunity, the property 
would be listed for sale. “If we 
let that go to market, we will 
definitely lose those (affordable 
housing) units,” he said.
 By buying the property now, 
the city will also have the option 
in the future to decide whether 
the land could be used for some 
type of traffic mitigation instead 
of housing, he said.
 The sale is contingent on get-
ting an appraisal that demon-
strates the property’s value is at 
least equal to the purchase 
price, according to City Attor-
ney Bill McClure. Should that 
not be the case, the contract 
will return to the council for 
reconsideration. A

Menlo Park buys four 
affordable housing units By Barbara Wood

Almanac Staff Writer

W
ith an upturn in build-
ing activities and civic 
projects in Atherton, 

the City Council voted at its 
Sept. 17 meeting to hire two full-
time employees to replace the 
contractors who had been pro-
viding the town’s code enforce-
ment and arborist services.
 City Manager George Roder-
icks and Police Chief Ed Flint 
had recommended that the town 
hire a full-time arborist and a 
full-time code enforcement offi-
cer, who would also be a police 
department community service 
officer, to replace contractors 
who had been working 20 hours 
a week or fewer.
 Reports on the positions 
showed that hiring a full-time 
employee would save the town 
money, even with the benefits.
 While both positions will be 
filled by employees, the town 
will do something new with the 
positions — give them an end-
ing date. The arborist position 
will be for a four-year term, and 
the code-enforcement officer 
will be hired for three years. 
At the end of the term, the 
town could decide to continue 
employing the person in the job, 
replace them, or eliminate the 
position.

 A staff report from Public 
Works Superintendent Steve Tyler 
and Theresa DellaSanta, assistant 
to the city manager, said the 
town solicited bids from arbor-
ists willing to work on contract 
40 hours a week and received 
only one bid, which worked out 
to $197,600 annually. The town 
also advertised for a full-time 
arborist, which resulted in 21 
applications. The salary, based on 
a survey of how much other com-
munities pay for a similar posi-
tion, plus benefits would range 
from $130,000 to $150,000 a year, 
depending on years of experience, 
the report said. 
 “That seems like a pretty good 
deal to me for the town,” said 
council member Rick DeGolia. 
“I like having the flexibility of 
having a contract that can be 
terminated.”
 Council member Bill Widmer 
questioned whether a contract 
arborist would really work 40 
hours a week 52 weeks a year, 
and also whether the town would 
continue to have enough work for 
a full-time arborist. “Its not clear 
to me that that’s not a blip,” he 
said about the current need.
 In the end, Mr. Widmer joined 
his council colleagues in sup-
porting the new position.

 A full-time code enforcement/
community service officer, 
would cost the town between 
$98,000 and $113,000 for sal-
ary and benefits, depending on 
length of service. The report 
from Chief Flint and Mr. Rod-
ericks says that the town is 
currently spending $112,000 
annually for 20 hours a week of 
code enforcement services. 
 Council member Widmer 
voted against the new code 
enforcement/community ser-
vice officer. “I’m not convinced 
there’s enough work for a full-
time person,” he said.
 But council member Elizabeth 
Lewis said the savings from 
the current cost of a contractor 
would be significant and that 
the town probably will soon 
have more than enough work, 
as it writes new rules regulating 
what residents can put in the 
town’s street-side right-of-ways. 
“It seems like we’re going to get 
double value with less money,” 
she said.
 The council also voted to sign 
a contract with a new company, 
Player Capital Tennis, to man-
age the town’s tennis courts and 
facilities in Holbrook-Palmer 
Park. Player Capital has offered 
to pay the town $40,000 a year 
in trade for having exclusive 
rights to teach and hold tennis 
camps on the town courts. A  

Two employees to replace contractors

By Tiffany Lam
Special to the Almanac

T
he San Mateo Coun-
ty Office of Education 
recently announced that 

it will award diplomas to vet-
erans in San Mateo County 
whose high school education 
was interrupted due to wartime 
circumstances. Japanese-Amer-
ican citizens whose internment 
by federal order in World War 
II prevented them from gradu-
ating from high school are also 
eligible.
 The California education 
code has authorized the grant-
ing of such diplomas for over 
ten years, according to Nancy 
Magee, public information offi-
cer and community relations 
administrator for the San Mateo 
County Office of Education. 
 Although diplomas have 

been available since the leg-
islation was enacted, the San 
Mateo County Office of Educa-
tion decided to make a public 
announcement for those who 
may have been unaware of this, 
said Ms. Magee. 
 County residents who served in 
the U.S. Armed Forces in World 
War II, the Korean War, or the 
Vietnam War with honorable 
discharge or who were interned 
in a Japanese-American reloca-
tion camp during World War 
II are eligible to apply. Family 
members of the deceased who 
qualify may also apply for post-
humous recognition.
 Go to tinyurl.com/mv3b8eh 
to fill out an application. For 
applicants to be recognized at 
a ceremony on Nov. 12, appli-
cations must be received by 
Sept. 26 A

Education interrupted by war? 
Diplomas are now available

 ATHERTON

No contest plea to burglary charges

Juan Carlos Ortega-Ramos and  
Ashley Lynn Kirk

 

The next time they register their 
vehicles, residents of San Mateo 
County will be paying an addi-
tional dollar in annual fees to 
fund operations of the county’s 
vehicle-theft task force.
 On Sept. 9, the Board of 
Supervisors authorized the 
Sheriff ’s Office request for the 
fee increase, the first in 20 years. 

The vote doubles the fee, to $2 
from $1, and doubles the pro-
gram’s revenues to $1.4 million 
from the current $704,000. 
 The state Legislature first 
authorized counties to collect 
the fee in 1994 and authorized 
doubling it in 2013.
 The San Mateo County pro-
gram is fully funded from 

fee revenues to pay for staff, 
undercover vehicles and office 
equipment, according to the 
Sheriff ’s Office. Costs have been 
rising, particularly for staff and 
increased task force activity.
 Over the 12-month period that 
ended June 30, the task force 
recovered 144 stolen vehicles 
and expects to recover 200 in the 
current fiscal year, the Sheriff ’s 
Office said.

Vehicle-registration fee to rise $1

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.



 Joseph Ross McLoughlin and 
Eleanor Julia Lussier were mar-
ried July 23, 1949, at the Church of 
Nativity in Menlo Park. Sixty-five 
years later, they celebrated their 
anniversary on board a cruise 
ship headed toward Alaska.
 One of their daughters, Julia,  
and her husband, Wayne, accom-
panied them on their 11-day 
adventure. 
 Joseph owned and operated 
McLoughlins’ Shoe Repair on El 
Camino in Menlo Park for more 
than 35 years.
 Eleanor, a registered nurse, ded-
icated her time to raising their six 
daughters: Eileen Haughton (id), 
Cecelia McLoughlin (fiance John 
Dickinson),  Julia Usher (Wayne),  
Mary El Moore (Russell),  Joanne 
Taylor (Bill) and the late Margaret 
Sarah McLoughlin. 

 Their extended family includes 
11 grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.
 When Joe and Eleanor are not 
traveling, they enjoy volunteer-
ing at “Little House” in Menlo 
Park, the farmers’ market and the 
Menlo Park Host Lions Club.
 Their family wishes them a very 
happy 65th anniversary and many 
more to come.

Submitted by 
Julia McLoughlin Usher.

September 24, 2014 TheAlmanacOnline.com The Almanac 15

C O M M U N I T Y

PRESCHOOL THROUGH 12th GRADE ON ONE CAMPUS 
 

2014 Open House Schedule

Preschool & Kindergarten
October 4

November 15

Middle School
October 18 

November 8

Preparatory
October 19

November 9

Please visit our website for open house details 

Where scholarship and values matter

150 Valparaiso Avenue
Atherton, CA 94027
Inquiries and RSVP: 

admission@shschools.org
www.shschools.org    

/SacredHeartSchoolsAtherton     

/SHSAtherton

/SacredHeartSchools

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations

3154 Woodside Road Woodside
650.851.1587 

www.wvchurch.org

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. 
with  

Sunday School and Nursery Care

Pastor Mike Harvey 
Rev. Dorothy Straks

WOODSIDE
VILLAGE 
CHURCH

To include your 
Church in 

Inspirations
Please email 
Blanca Yoc at 

byoc@paweekly.com  
or call 

650-223-6596

 Twenty-seven juniors from 
three local high schools — Menlo 
School, Menlo-Atherton High 
School and Sacred Heart Pre-
paratory School — were among 
16,000 semifinalists competing for 
National Merit scholarships to be 
awarded in the spring of 2015.
 For the finalists, at stake is win-
ning one of 7,600 scholarships 
with a total value of $33 million, 
according to the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation. The 
grants include 2,500 scholarships 
from the scholarship corporation, 
4,100 from colleges and universi-
ties, and about 1,000 from 240 
corporations and business orga-
nizations.
 The local semifinalists are:
  From Menlo School: Simran 
Arora, Nikhil Bhatia, Emily C. 
Glazer, Katherine T. Keller, Clar-
ence A. Lam, Eric Luxenberg, 
Megha A. Malpani, David S. 
Nahm, Peter A. Rosston, Samuel 
A. Rubin, Elana W. Shen, Hanson 
P. Tam, Elaine S. Wong and Eliza-
beth W. Yao.
  From Menlo-Atherton High 

School: Matthew P. Baszucki, 
Ryan J. Cole, Alexander A. Iyer, 
Christopher W. Jarrett, Healey 
A. Montague-Alamin, Nathan P. 
Orttung, Erin Perrine and Kath-
erine Webb.
  From Sacred Heart Prep: 
Carter W. Boughton, David A. 
Ferranti, Caroline C. Ho, Alexan-
der Summers and Cole O. Thom-
son.
 Students are evaluated for their 
skills, accomplishments and 
potential for success “in rigorous 
college studies,” the scholarship 
corporation said. To be consid-
ered, students must complete a 
detailed application that notes 
the student’s academic record, 
participation in school and com-
munity activities, leadership abili-
ties, employment, and honors and 
awards received.
 About 1.4 million juniors from 
22,000 U.S. high schools apply, the 
scholarship corporation says. The 
results do not reflect on the “qual-
ity or effectiveness of education 
within a school, system, or state,” 
the corporation says.

27 local students named
National Merit semifinalists 

 Caroline Goodwin, San Mateo 
County’s first poet laureate, will 
accept submissions through Sep-
tember for a poetry contest to 
launch “Poetry Is,” a campaign to 
increase awareness of San Mateo 
County through the spoken word, 
organizers say. 
 “A poem can show life lived in 
a particular environment, bring-
ing the reader into the physical 
space surrounding the poet,” 

Ms. Goodwin said. “My hope is 
that the ‘Poetry Is’ campaign will 
showcase our poetry of place and 
allow for different voices to come 
together and be heard.”
 The contest is open to poets of 
all ages who live in San Mateo 
County. Poems may be in any 
form or language, with a maxi-
mum of 40 lines. Poets must use 
the name of the city or town in 
which they reside in the title of the 

poem. 
 Poems – one per person – must 
be submitted by email to smcpo-
etryis@gmail.com. 
 Selected poets will be invited 
to participate in readings at the 
“Poetry Is” celebration on the 
evening of Oct. 30 at the Belmont 
Library.
 Go to sanmateocountypoet.
org/poetry-is for more informa-
tion on how to submit.  A

 Four bands and three local 
breweries will be featured at 
“Hops and Harmony,” a benefit 
for the Bay Area Lyme Founda-
tion on Sunday, Sept. 28, in Ather-
ton. 
 The event will be held from 1 
to 6 p.m. at the Menlo Polo Club 
field, adjacent to Menlo Circus 
Club at 190 Park Ave. in Atherton. 
 Free tick kits will be distributed 
and there will be demonstrations 
of how to check for ticks. Research 
scientists will be on site to answer 
questions.
 In addition to the bands, there 
will be a free kids’ activity tent 
and free lawn seating. VIP  table 
seating is available for a $100 
donation and picnic lunches will 
be available for a $25 donation 
each. Guests may bring their own 

picnics.
 Lyme disease is widespread in 
the Bay Area and is one of the fast-
est growing infectious diseases in 
the United States, the foundation 
says. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reported 
that about 300,000 people are 
diagnosed with the disease each 
year.
 Visit bayarealyme.org for more 
information.

Learning from the 
Loma Prieta quake
 Scientists have had a quarter 
of a century to consider the 6.9 
magnitude earthquake on Oct. 
17, 1989, that rocked the Bay Area 

and coastal towns along the San 
Andreas fault. What have they 
learned?
 At 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 25, 
USGS Research Geophysicist 
Brad Aagaard will give a talk, 
“Ground Shaking in the 1989 
Loma Prieta Earthquake: A view 
from 25 years later.” Ms. Aagaard 
will address why the ground 
shook as it did and whether it 
will shake in similar ways in 
the future. He will also discuss 
advances in assessing the impact 
of earthquakes.
 The talk takes place in Confer-
ence Room A in Building 3 at the 
USGS offices at 345 Middlefield 
Road in Menlo Park. This lecture 
may be popular. Attendees are 
advised to arrive 10 minutes to 15 
minutes early to get a seat.

Atherton benefit for lyme foundation
 AROUND TOWN

Eleanor Julia Lussier McLoughlin 
and Joseph Ross McLoughlin.

Couple celebrates 65th anniversary

Local poet laureate launches poetry campaign, contest
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TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

PLANNING COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING START TIME
October 1, 2014

6:30 PM

PUBLIC HEARING 

2. Proposed Change to the Hearing Start Time for Planning Commission Public Meetings 
  Planner: Jackie C. Young, Planning Director 

The Planning Commission will consider and make their recommendation to the Town Council on a 
Resolution to change the public hearing start time from 7:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., for Planning Commission 

    
LLAJ2014-0002, ASRB2013-0015, 

 ASRB2014-0024, NCOU2014-0001,                                                           
3. 

201 Mountain Wood Lane (APN 072-201-140) - ASRB2014-0015, LLAJ2014-0002, NCOU2014-
0001, GRAD2014-0003, XMAX2014-0002: proposal to perform a 
Lot Line Adjustment (LLA) (LLAJ2014-0002) 

(NCOU2014-0001) (GRAD2014-0003), 
(XMAX2014-0002). 

150 Roberta Drive (APN 072-201-360) - ASRB2014-0024 and LLAJ2014-0002: 

Adjustment (LLA) (LLAJ2014-0002) 

All application materials are available for public review at the Woodside Planning and Building 
Counter, Woodside Town Hall, weekdays from 8:00 – 10:00 AM and 1:00 – 3:00 PM, or by 
appointment.  For more information, contact the Woodside Planning and Building Department 
at (650) 851-6790.

GRAD2014-0003, XMAX2014-0002                                                          

NOW HIRING
Professional Caregivers for immediate placement!

LIVE-IN, HOURLY & OVERNIGHT SHIFTS

We offer:

:

  

nt!

YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

 

Neilda Freedman Sussman

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Neilda Freedman Sussman, 
cherished wife, mother, sister, and 
friend, died on September 10, 2014 
after complications following heart 
surgery. She was born July 13, 1940 
in Durham, NC, to Sam and Mollye 
Freedman, who each immigrated 
from Poland as children. The 
family was part of Durham’s 
small but close Jewish community. 
After attending the University of 
Georgia   for two years, she moved 
to Washington, D.C. in the early 
1960s, and worked for North 
Carolina Congressman Horace R. Kornegay. On a blind date in 
D.C., she met her husband, Dr. Howard H. Sussman. Following 
a lengthy courtship, Neilda joined Howard on the West Coast in 
1970 when he accepted a faculty position at Stanford University 
School of Medicine. They were married in San Francisco in 
February, 1970, and soon moved to Portola Valley, where they 
made their home and raised their three children, Sarah, Rachel 
Sue, and Daniel. 

Neilda was a full participant in life. In Washington, she kept up 
with politics and closely followed the capitol scene her whole life. 
When she moved to California and married she took up tennis, 
biking, and hiking, and later walking and bridge. However, 
her main project was her family. She thrilled in her children’s 
accomplishments as well as their day-to-day lives, and loved 
being a mother and grandmother. She also set an example of 
community engagement and of treating everyone with kindness 
and respect. She spent thousands of hours volunteering for 
her children’s schools, Ecumenical Hunger Program, Prevent 
Blindness of Northern California (iCare), Allied Arts Guild, 
Women’s Committee of the Jewish Federation, Hadassah, and 
local Democratic political campaigns. Neilda was very involved 
in the Jewish community and her temple, Congregation Beth 
Am, where she co-chaired the Caring Committee for 8 ½ years.   

Neilda kept in touch with everyone--seeking out and welcoming 
long-lost relatives, remembering birthdays, and providing support 
during rough times. She was equally delighted to be a true member 
of Howard’s extended family, and kept in touch with what seems 
like hundreds of cousins. Neilda treated everyone like family, and 
was a wonderful friend, confidant, walking buddy, symphony and 
theater partner   and gracious hostess. On her passing, multiple 
people discovered that they all claimed the same best friend for 
decades: Neilda. She made time to have true relationships with 
many more people than most of us even know.

Neilda Sussman leaves behind the love of her life, Howard, 
daughters Sarah (Nicolas Saint-Arnaud), Rachel Sue (Bernie 
Corace), son Daniel (Patricia), sisters Ceevah Sobel and Lubah 
Cohen, and grandchildren Alec, Magali, Ariella, and Avigdor. 
Her funeral was held at Congregation Beth Am on September 
12, 2014. The Sussman family appreciates donations in Neilda’s 
memory to: Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger, 10495 Santa 
Monica Blvd., Ste. 100, Los Angeles, CA 90025, (800)813-0557, 
give.mazon.org;  Prevent Blindness Northern California, Attn.: 
April, 1388 Sutter St., Ste. 408, San Francisco, CA, 94109, 
(800)338-3041; and Congregation Beth Am, 26760 Arastradero 
Rd., Los Altos Hills, CA 94022, www.betham.org/give. 

 Representatives from Pacific 
Gas & Electric Corp. are set to 
visit the Portola Valley Town 
Council on Wednesday, Sept. 
24, to update the council on a 
project to replace underground 
gas pipelines in the Portola Val-
ley Ranch subdivision.
 The council meets at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Historic Schoolhouse at 
765 Portola Road.
 The project is scheduled to 
begin in October, with PG&E 
replacing 1,600 feet of low-pres-

sure gas main and 11 residen-
tial service lines. The affected 
streets will be Acorn, Ohlone 
and Valley Oak, where a pipe 
joint failed in June.
 The council will also discuss 
the housing chapter of the 
town’s general plan with Plan-
ning Director Debbie Pedro. 
The town is preparing an updat-
ed “housing element” for the 
state Housing and Community 
Development Department to 
cover the next seven years.

PG&E to update council on pipelines
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Ken DeLeon

CalBRE #01342140

Michael Repka

CalBRE #01854880

Mi h l R kK D L
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Resplendent Mediterranean in Crescent Park

This 4 bedroom, 4 bath home is 3,040 sq. ft. (per county) on a 9,711 sq. 

ft. lot (per county). Exquisite details include a wrought iron front gate, 

Crema Marfil marble foyer, hardwood floors with inlays, Roman columns, 

and walls of windows and glass doors. The main floor offers a spacious 

home office, formal living room with a barrel vaulted ceiling and 

fireplace, formal dining room, grand chef ’s kitchen, family room, guest 

bedroom, and bath with Crema Marfil marble floors. Upstairs find a 

meditation room, and 3 bedroom suites with limestone countertops 

and floors in the baths. Luxuriate in the master, featuring a jetted 

tub, 3-sided fireplace, and large balcony. Amenities include laundry 

center, surveillance cameras, sprinkler system, and 2 car garage. 

Duveneck Elementary (API 956), Jordan Middle (API 934), 

and Palo Alto High (API 905) (buyer to verify enrollment).

1270 Lincoln Avenue, Palo Alto
Offered at $4,988,00

www.1270Lincoln.com

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm

Complimentary Lunch & 
Lattes Served

For video tour & more photos, please visit:
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A 
mother’s anger and the tempest that ensued over a recent 
incident involving a Menlo Park police officer’s decision 
to help a young child get home after school has resulted 

in a welcome dialogue about children’s safety on our streets. The 
incident has also provoked misdirected criticism of the officer 
and the police department, sometimes crossing the line into 
hyperbolic silliness.
 A lively discussion on the Almanac’s online forum, Town 
Square, includes comments ranging from the benefits of allowing 
kids to walk or bike to school, to whether the 
police officer overstepped his duty. The most 
extreme comments suggest that the incident 
was evidence that our local department repre-
sents a “police state.”
 The incident in question occurred earlier this month when 
Sgt. Jaime Romero saw a small boy walking home from Encinal 
School. According to Cmdr. Dave Bertini, it appeared to the ser-
geant that the boy was struggling to cross the roadway at Laurel 
Street and Glenwood Avenue, so he pulled over. When he asked 
the child his age, the boy said he was 6, according to Cmdr. Ber-
tini, who reviewed the video recording of the encounter. In fact, 
the boy was nearly 9. And, he couldn’t tell the officer what his 
home address was, although he was able to provide his mother’s 
cellphone number.
 Did Sgt. Romero’s decision to call for a community service offi-
cer to take the boy home in an unmarked car constitute an over-
reach in his duties to protect the public? The boy’s mother says it 
does. Her son had her permission to walk home from school, and 
the sergeant’s interference could lead to the child’s fear of doing 

so in the future, she says. “The police would do better to keep an 
eye on the drivers and be supportive of the pedestrians,” she told 
the Almanac.
 Few would disagree that more police on the streets with “an 
eye on the drivers” who put walkers and bicyclists at high risk 
would be welcome. But now, let’s return to the real world. How 
many police officers would the city have to hire to patrol the areas 
around all of our schools, every school day, to cite speeding, or 
texting, or stop-sign-running drivers? Schools in Menlo Park 

and Atherton have been struggling with the 
question of how to get kids to and from school 
safely for years, but they also understand that 
some of the same time-constrained, stressed-
out parents dropping the kids off are the same 

ones who are putting walking and bicycling children in danger.
 The community discussion taking place over the appropriate-
ness of the police sergeant’s intervention takes a more productive 
turn with the dialogue about how we — all of us who drive the 
streets used by our kids to get to school — make those streets 
safer by policing ourselves. Parent Erin Glanville writes in her 
blog for the Almanac (at AlmanacNews.com), “ ... the root of 
the problem doesn’t lie with the officer or the mother’s decision 
(to let her son walk to school); the problem is the rest of us who 
contribute to making a walk to school unsafe.”
 That’s a sound observation, and thinking about that fact — and 
our personal role in correcting the problem — is a far better way 
of thinking about the incident than second-guessing a well-
intentioned police sergeant concerned about one child’s safety on 
his way home from school. A

Making streets safe for kids walking to school

Specific plan is  
‘thoughtfully balanced’
Editor:
 In his guest opinion last week 
Heyward Robinson claims that 
“Measure M closes the biggest of 
the Plan’s loopholes preventing 
office-dominated development 
from crowding out other uses 
(cafes, shops, restaurants, ser-
vices, hotels).”
  First, there is no “loophole” 
in the Downtown Plan. It is 
a thoughtfully balanced plan 
which was built under the 
guidance of economic analysts 
(and much public involvement), 
and understands that without 
day -time workers to “frequent 
shops, restaurants and hotels,” 
none of the amenities to which 
Heyward refers will be built.
 Second, half of the space in 
these projects will be residential, 
half office with some ground-
floor retail — a nice balance and 
a source of evening and weekend 
business for downtown.
  The Downtown Plan is also 
mindful of the fact that our 

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

Woodside History Committee

Looking back
Civic protest was a presence at the 1957 May Day parade in Woodside. These kids were protesting 
the proposed construction of Interstate 280 through Woodside, according to Thalia Lubin and Bob 
Dougherty in their Woodside history book. The town had incorporated only the year before, and 
one of the council’s first major efforts was to oppose the freeway, the historians write. The town’s 
resistance couldn’t stop the project, although it may have mitigated its impact: An early proposal had 
the freeway cutting through the center of the town, according to the book.

EDITORIAL
The opinion of The Almanac

LETTERS
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Viewpoint
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www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and 
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

Town Square forum
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AlmanacNews.com

Email   your views to:  
letters@almanacnews.com 
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to the editor in the subject 
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Editor, The Almanac 
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223-6528.
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local merchants objected to the 
50,000-square-foot retail allot-
ment in the original plan (which 
caused a lawsuit), because it 
would take business away from 
them.

Heyward likes to trash the 
six years of community process 
because his views didn’t carry 
the day. Didn’t we learn better 
in kindergarten?

Henry Riggs
Callie Lane, Menlo Park 

Measure M ‘defines’ 
ballot-box zoning
Editor:

Amazingly, in last week’s 
guest opinion Heyward Robin-
son stated: “Measure M is not 
ballot-box zoning. Under no cir-
cumstances will voters be asked 
to approve individual projects.” 

The truth is, Measure M 
defines ballot-box zoning. On 
Nov. 4, Menlo Park voters 
are being asked to vote on a 
12-page-long ballot measure 
containing unvetted zoning and 
definitions for our downtown. 
But, if Measure M passes, any 
attempt to fix the measure’s 
mistakes or to change the per-
project zoning for the next 30 
years must be voted on by us. 
A lot can happen in 30 years — 
and with Measure M we relin-
quish our ability to respond to 
change. Measure M is a mistake 
for Menlo Park.

Katherine Strehl,
Laurel Avenue, Menlo Park

Measure M lacks 
public input, analysis
Editor:

When I was first appointed 
city manager of Menlo Park in 
2007, one of the top priorities the 
council adopted was the develop-
ment of a specific plan for the El 
Camino Real/Downtown cor-
ridor. The properties along El 
Camino Real where auto dealers 
once existed were vacant, creat-
ing a blighted condition.

Over the next several years a 
comprehensive process was put 
into action to obtain resident and 
business input. Over my 30-plus 
years in local government, I have 
never experienced the amount 
of public meetings that attracted 
so many interested residents and 
business owners (at least 100 per 
public meeting) providing their 
input. Not everyone agreed on 
every item but the exchange of 
ideas that created the final plan 
was impressive!

Besides the public meetings, 
the council appointed a Citizen 
Oversight Committee, which 
conducted additional public 
meetings and additional input. 
All this took place over a four-

year period. The Planning Com-
mission and City Council were 
updated regularly, and most 
attended the many public meet-
ings. 
 Their final action to approve 
the specific plan was based on 
a solid foundation of input and 
scrutiny by the residents of this 
city. Now Save Menlo develops 
its own plan with minimal input 
(compared to the specific plan 
process) and is asking our resi-
dents to approve a plan that has 
not been properly evaluated. 
 Should a City Council ever try 
to push through a plan of this 
significance in the manner Save 
Menlo is trying to do there would 
be an outcry like no other, and 
rightfully so. 
 As the former city manager 
and a current Menlo Park resi-
dent I encourage each resident to 
consider the lack of public input 
and analysis of Measure M and 
vote NO.

Glen Rojas 
Former Menlo Park  

city manager 

Residents’ 12 goals 
tossed from specific plan
Editor:
 Menlo Park, without public 
notice or input, has reduced 
the specific plan’s 12 goals to 
just four “major components” 
(menlopark.org/182/Major-
Components). Missing are goals 
“to ensure that development 
is sensitive to and compatible 
with adjacent neighborhoods”; 
“expanding shopping, dining 
and neighborhood services”; 
and “providing residential 
opportunities.”
 The primary focus, as evi-
denced on the city’s website and 
echoed by council members and 
city officials, is to remove the 
“blight” from El Camino Real. 
Although this is a worthy goal, 
it is not superior to the specific 
plan’s other goals and should not 
trump them.
 During the visioning phase, 
residents were very clear that 
they were willing to allow devel-
opments with greater massing, 
height, and overall impact in 
exchange for amenities includ-
ing a more walkable/bikeable 

downtown, more public spaces, 
and more retail and services. 
Current development proposals 
from Stanford and Greenheart 
do not fulfill these goals.
 The current council appears 
willing to sacrifice the plan’s 
other goals in order to redevelop 
the vacant lots on El Camino. 
This short-term, panicked view 
is based on the mistaken belief 
that the lots will remain empty 
unless the city gives the develop-
ers carte blanche.
 Downtown real estate in Men-
lo Park remains a very valuable 
commodity. Our downtown can 
be developed without sacrific-
ing Menlo Park’s essence or any 
of the 12 goals that underly the 
city’s specific plan.

Lisa Maloney
San Antonio Avenue,

Menlo Park

Misstated facts?
Editor:
 Heyward Robinson claims 
(guest opinion, Sept. 17) that 
the proposed office complexes 
“exceed the Plan’s entire 30-year 
office projection by more than 
60 percent!” They do not exceed 
the downtown plan’s allowances 
at all — much less by 60 percent! 
(In fact, they are only 61 percent 
of the total allowed nonresiden-
tial development in the plan.)
 Heyward makes an amazing 
misstatement of fact here.

 Mickie Winkler
Menalto Avenue, Menlo Park

‘Fun’ for people  
not fun for pigs
Editor:
 I read Dave Boyce’s article 
about the July 4th rodeo in 
Woodside and applaud that 
he came forward to talk about 
the plight of these pigs, which 
get chased by a crowd of chil-
dren and adults. This kind of 
thoughtless “fun” is certainly 
none for the pigs.
 I hope that through your 
article some people come to the 
realization that this is actually 
cruelty to animals, even if none 
of them gets hurt.

Walli Finch
Westridge Drive, Portola Valley

V I E W P O I N T

30+ years of   
local knowledge.

Born in  
Menlo Park. 

Raised in  
Atherton.

A Woodside  
resident.

[

[

I was not even in the market  
for a property or project like 
this until I had a chance  
encounter with Steve, and  
asked the random question  

Next thing 
I know I am in contract in  
7 days to buy a 6 acre winery  
in WOODSIDE with an  
incredible history. 

As a college counselor, she loves to help students see 
their potential even before they are able to see it. 
She helps students see the bigger picture by acting 
as their guide in piecing together the puzzle pieces of 
who they aspire to be in the future.
 
When Dorothy isn’t teaching, she practices yoga, 
enjoys settling down with a good book, and traveling 
to new places.
 
Dorothy’s ultimate goal as a college counselor is to 
let her students know that they are more than the 
sum of statistics, grades, or demographic data points.

Woodside Priory School
Admissions Office
302 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028
650/851-8223  www.PrioryCa.org 

ONE OF THE MANY REASONS TO SEND YOUR CHILD TO:

DOROTHY KOWAL

DOROTHY GRADUATED 

WILLIAMS COLLEGE WITH 

A BACHELORS OF ENGLISH, 

THEN WENT ON TO EARN 

HER M.A. IN COUNSELING 

AND PSYCHOLOGY 

FROM NEW COLLEGE OF 

CALIFORNIA AND ARGOSY 

UNIVERSITY. 

OPEN HOUSE For Prospective students and families
Middle School Program (Grades Six to Eight):
Saturday, November 22, 2014 - 10 AM
Saturday, December 6, 2014 - 10 AM

Upper School Program (Grades Nine to Eleven):
Saturday, November 22, 2014 - 2 PM
Saturday, Devember 6, 2014 - 2 PM
For information and to R.S.V.P. contact Admissions at 650.851.8223

 Recent letter writers may have wondered why their contri-
butions haven’t been granted ink in the Almanac’s Viewpoint 
pages, even though the writer followed all the rules. We’d like 
you to know that it was nothing you did wrong: A technical 
problem prevented correspondence sent to letters@Almanac-
News.com since early July from reaching us.
 The problem was discovered — and fixed — last week, and 
we’ve been sorting through now-dated letters. Some may have 
fallen between the cracks, however, so if you sent a letter on a 
local topic during the last 10 to 12 weeks and it hasn’t appeared, 
we welcome you to resubmit it, updated as needed, to our now 
functioning email address: letters@AlmanacNews.com. 

A word about your lettersLETTERS
Continued from previous page 
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Information and all acreage deemed 
reliable, but not guaranteed.

Scott Dancer
650.888.8199

scott@scottdancer.com
CalBRE# 00868362

2969 Woodside Road
Woodside, CA 94062

www.scottdancer.com
Coldwell Banker
#1 Agent, Woodside/Portola Valley Offices, 2013
#3 Agent, Internationally, 2012
Ranked #35 Nationally by The Wall Street Journal, 2013

represented by Scott Dancer

 SOLD

Woodside
OFFERED AT $3,595,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $3,650,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $10,950,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $4,995,000

Portola Valley
OFFERED AT $2,495,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $5,395,000

Menlo Park
OFFERED AT $1,795,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $3,495,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $5,950,000

Portola Valley
OFFERED AT $3,275,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $5,395,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $4,495,000

Emerald Hills
OFFERED AT $1,495,000

Portola Valley
OFFERED AT $4,698,000

Portola Valley
OFFERED AT $7,495,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $6,500,000

Portola Valley
OFFERED AT $3,995,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $11,900,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $5,795,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $3,595,000

Redwood City
OFFERED AT $985,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $4,495,000

 SOLD
 SOLD

 SOLD
 SOLD

 SOLD
 SOLD

 SOLD
 SOLD

 SOLD
 SOLD

Portola Valley
OFFERED AT $7,250,000

 SOLD

 SOLD
 SOLD

 SOLD

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Woodside
OFFERED AT $4,795,000

 SOLD


