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650.387.2603  kristin@pacunion.com  thecashingroup.com

Kristin Cashin 
CalBRE# 01438764

David Cashin 
CalBRE# 01969629

CASHIN GROUP IS

PROUD TO SUPPORT

Ronald McDonald House,

Lucille Packard Foundation, 

Semper Fi Fund, Spirit of

America, California Wildlife 

Officers Foundation, Paws

and Stripes, Inside Anne’s

Closet, and Silicon Valley

Humane Society.

Move-in ready home with
Bay views; up to $6 million

Newer home in Sharon HeightsN
or Central Menlo; up to $3.5

million

rivacy in Atherton, prefer flag lot;Pr
up to $5.5 million

Redwood City or San Carlos;
up to $1.2 million

Development opportunity
for multi-family and commercialf

space in Palo Alto

WANTED

COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT

If you have a property for our buyers,
please contact us, or have your

agent contact us

David Cashin, a third-generation Realtor, was born and 

raised in Menlo Park and Atherton. His grandfather, Emmet 

Cashin, was an owner of Fox and Carskadon, which had a 

stronghold on the Peninsula real estate market for decades. 

David’s father, Skip Cashin, followed in his dad’s footsteps 

and created a highly successful real estate brokerage, 

Cashin Company. Both companies were built on integrity 

and honesty with a strong sense of community.

After a very successful career, providing white-glove 

service in the hotel industry, David has joined his sister 

Kristin as part of the Cashin Group – carrying on a long-

lasting legacy of exceptional real estate service and results 

for buyers and sellers on the Peninsula. 

is pleased to welcome the  

newest member of our team...

DAVID CASHIN

Cashin Group – your real estate connection.
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UPFRONT

 That’s what a survey 
taken in Woodside by 
fifth-graders shows.

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

C
alifornia law requires 
bicyclists to stop at stop 
signs, but many bicy-

clists regularly and blatantly 
ignore this rule of the road. Are 
the scofflaws in the majority? 
Or are they a minority whose 
behavior may make them more 
memorable to observers?

According to a recent sur-
vey, at the corner of Glenwood 
Avenue and Canada Road in 
Woodside, a little more than 
a third of the cyclists blow 
through stop signs, but that’s 
when no one appears to be 
observing them. In the same 
survey, by Woodside Elemen-
tary School fifth-graders Luke 
Weigle and Peyton Warford, 
the data shows that cyclists may 
be modifying their behavior 
when they’re conscious of being 
observed.

Luke and Peyton, working on 
their school science fair project, 
spent 90 minutes on each of two 
weekends measuring the stop-

sign behavior of cyclists headed 
north and south on Canada 
Road. A legal stop on a bicycle, 
according to deputies, means “a 
cessation of movement” accom-
panied by either putting one’s 
foot on the ground or balancing 
the bike.
 The surveys took place 
between noon and 1:30 p.m. 
on Sunday, Feb. 1, and Satur-
day, March 8. The students 
employed three scenarios, each 
30 minutes in length:
  Scenario 1: Approaching 
cyclists could see a patrol car 
from the San Mateo County 
Sheriff ’s Office near the inter-
section. By design, the car was 
unoccupied, though Deputy 
James Goulart stood nearby. 

Of the 282 cyclists that passed 
by, the survey showed that 95.4 
percent stopped at the stop sign.
  Scenario 2: Approaching 
cyclists would see Luke and 
Peyton standing at the intersec-
tion holding up a large hand-
written sign that read “Bikes 
must stop.” Under these cir-
cumstances, the survey showed 
90.8 percent of 227 riders com-
ing to a stop.
  Scenario 3: The intersec-
tion appeared to be unat-
tended, leaving cyclists to their 
own devices. In this scenario, 
66 percent of the 263 riders 
stopped.
 The boys reported their 

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Two students at Woodside Elementary School, Luke Weigle, right, and Peyton Warford stood at the 
intersection of Canada Road and Glenwood Avenue recently to analyze cyclists’ behavior at stop signs.

A place where horses and humans can come together 

2015 Horsemanship Summer Camps2

Diverse Lesson Program
7 Days a Week •  Evenings, Holidays

50 Safe and Kind Lesson Horses

 31 YEARS AND STILL GOING STRONG 

Summer Camp Dates: 2 week camps
from June 15 through August 28

See Website for Dates

725 Portola Rd., Portola Valley
(650) 851-1114 • www.springdown.com

STEVEGRAY REALTOR

650-743-7702
sgray@cbnorcal.com | BRE #01498634

Local knowledge. Born in Menlo Park.  
Raised in Atherton. Woodside resident.

As we enter the SPRING BUYING SEASON, 
the local housing market remains strong  
with prices climbing, but there is one thing 
missing...INVENTORY. Buyers are anxious, 
abundant, and paying premium prices. 

MAXIMIZE YOUR ADVANTAGE...
HIRE...  STEVE GRAY. 

Steve provides costly real estate services 
at no charge to his sellers. Such as: 

• Home Staging
• Pest & Property Inspections
• Drone Video Tour
• Web-site w/Interactive Floorplan 
• Expansive Internet Marketing
• and Exceptional Service

Ready...
Set...
SPRING!Most cyclists stop for stop signs
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Cyclist behavior at stop signs
 SCENARIO STOPPED DID NOT STOP TOTAL % DID NOT STOP

 Patrol car present 269 13 282 4.6%

 Handmade sign advising 

 cyclists of the law 206 21 227 9.2%

 Stop sign alone 173 90 263 34.0%

 Source: Survey by Luke Weigle and Peyton Warford of Woodside Elementary School on  
 Feb. 1 and March 8, 2015.
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

M
ark and Mary Stevens, 
the Atherton couple 
who recently gave $50 

million to the University of 
Southern California’s Neuro-
imaging and Informatics Insti-
tute, are among 129 billionaires 
worldwide who have signed the 
Giving Pledge, started by Warren 
Buffett and Bill Gates, promising 
to give away at least half their 
wealth.

The couple’s donation, 
announced by USC on March 
25, “promises to improve the 
lives of millions of people world-
wide” by speeding the “transla-
tion of basic research into new 
therapies, preventions and cures 
for brain injury and disease, 
including Alzheimer’s, schizo-
phrenia and traumatic brain 
injury,” the university said in its 
announcement.

The institute will be renamed 
the USC Mark and Mary Stevens 
Neuroimaging and Informatics 
Institute.

Mark Stevens, a venture cap-
italist who has worked for 
Sequoia Fund and is now with 
S-Cubed, said the impetus for 
the donation was “multi-facet-
ed.” He has long supported USC, 
where he is a trustee and an 
alumnus. He and his wife also 
funded the USC Stevens Center 
for Innovation and the Stevens 
Academic Center for student-
athletes.

Neurological research, Mr. 
Stevens said, “is the next 
big great frontier of medi-
cal research.” Scientists have 
learned a great deal about other 
aspects of human health, he 

said, but are only now getting 
to really understand the human 
brain. 
 Advances in medicine have 
allowed people to live longer, 
but more people are being 
diagnosed with brain diseases 
such as Alzheimer’s and autism. 
Brain injuries from high-impact 
sports have also recently become 
more widely recognized, he said.
 In addition, the Stevenses 
have experienced neurological 
diseases in their own family 
— his father has Alzheimer’s 
and one of his three children is 
dyslexic. “It touches not just the 
old, it touches the young and the 
middle aged,” he said. 
 “It made a pretty compelling 
case for our gift.”
 The gift also helps fulfill a 
promise made in the statement 
the Stevenses made when they 
agreed to the Giving Pledge. 
 “We as a family have embraced 
philanthropy as a true value,” 
Mr. Stevens said. In their giving 
pledge statement, the Stevenses 
say they realized they had “more 
wealth” than they “would ever 
need and began to think about 
what to do about it.” They real-
ized, their pledge statement says, 
that there are limited things one 
can do with money: “1) give it to 
your kids (we have three), 2) let 
the government take it from you 
and redistribute it, 3) spend with 
reckless abandon or 4) donate 
virtually all of it to causes and 
organizations that we feel could 
make a difference in the world.”
 They chose the last option, 
their statement says, because 
“the first option would inhibit 
our children’s dreams and moti-
vations; the second option is 
very inefficient; the third option 

is not part of our DNA.”
 Locally, the family has donated 
to their three children’s schools, 
including Menlo School, Sacred 
Heart Prep, Las Lomitas dis-
trict schools, and the Charles 
Armstrong School. They have 
17-year-old twin boys and a 
13-year-old daughter.
 The Stevenses have also 
donated to Mary’s alma mater, 
Santa Clara University, and 
to other health related causes, 
including the Palo Alto Medical 
Foundation’s Sunnyvale Center 
for oncology and general medi-
cine in honor of Father Paul 
Locatelli, former president of 
Santa Clara University.
 Mark Stevens grew up near USC 
in Culver City. He has bachelor’s 
degrees in economics and electri-
cal engineering and a master’s 
degree in computer engineering 
from USC, and an MBA from 
Harvard University. He has been 
on the USC Board of Trustees 
since 2001 and serves on the 
boards of the USC Health System 
and the school of engineering.
 Mary Mathews Stevens, who 
grew up in Portland, Oregon, 
moved to California to attend 
Santa Clara University, where 
she played soccer and received a 
bachelor’s degree in finance. She 
is now on the university’s board 
of trustees. Ms. Stevens spent 
14 years in the commercial real 
estate business. 
 “Both of us grew up in middle 
class homes ... where commit-
ment, hard work, strong values 
and common sense framed the 
foundation of our early years,” 
their Giving Pledge statement 
says.
 In fact, an Almanac reader 
says Ms. Stevens, while she 

was still Mary Mathews, “was 
our first paper ‘boy’ and also 
provided babysitting services,” 
when they all lived in Portland 
in the 1970s.
 Mr. Stevens says the couple 
met “in the office lobby of 
Sequoia Capital.” 
 The neuroimaging institute 
the Stevenses are supporting 
works to further understand-
ing of the brain’s structure and 
function in health and disease. 
The institute’s interdisciplinary 
teams were among the first to 
map the spread of Alzheimer’s 
disease in the living human 
brain and to create digital 3-D 

and 4-D brain imaging that 
examines the effects of neuro-
logical diseases, according to 
USC’s announcement of the gift.
 The announcement says the 
institute has the world’s largest 
repository of healthy and dis-
eased brain images, along with 
medical and cognitive data from 
diverse populations around the 
globe.
 The institute works closely 
with the USC’s engineering 
school as well as faculty in biol-
ogy, genetics, biostatistics, 
computer science, mathemat-
ics, pharmacology and other 
disciplines. A

Couple give $50M to brain research center 

Local News

Photo courtesy of the Stevens family

Atherton’s Mary and Mark Stevens have given the University 
of Southern California $50 million to name and endow the school’s 
Mark and Mary Stevens Neuroimaging and Informatics Institute. 

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he city of Menlo Park will 
look at four proposed 
changes to downtown 

parking: letting people park in 
the downtown plazas for up to 
three hours for free; increas-
ing the time people can park in 
short, “drop-off ” spaces on Santa 
Cruz Avenue to 30 minutes from 
15; converting one-hour spaces 
to two hours; and funding park-
ing garages.

Those ideas were an outcome 
of a March 24 City Council 

study session on downtown 
parking.
 Transportation Manager Nik-
ki Nagaya said the staff wanted 
guidance on three questions: 
What are the pros and cons of 
the current parking arrange-
ments? What is the experience 
of parking downtown like? 
What values should the city’s 
parking policy prioritize, such 
as vibrancy versus employee 
convenience?
 The experience question had 
a straightforward answer: As 
council members have personally 

experienced, parking downtown 
is stressful because of the time 
limits and rapid enforcement.
 Councilman Ray Mueller said 
he recently met for a busi-
ness lunch downtown and “was 
embarrassed” by how everyone 
had to keep checking their 
watches to make sure they could 
get back to their cars without 
getting ticketed.
 Mayor Cat Carlton, an avid 
supporter of extending the free 
parking limits to three hours 
in the parking plazas, said she 
has been talking with business 

owners who would love to open 
a Menlo Park location, but hesi-
tate because they worry people 
don’t linger downtown long 
enough to shop.
 “We have the foot traffic, and 
then we take a stick and chase 
them away” as soon as they’re 
done with lunch, Mayor Carlton 
said.
 The council also voiced sup-
port for looking at charging “in 
lieu” fees to help pay for a park-
ing garage as new projects come 
in. They acknowledged that get-
ting everyone in the community 

on board with building garages 
“will be a long conversation,” as 
the mayor put it.
 Ms. Nagaya said that the staff 
will return at a later date with 
feedback on the proposed park-
ing changes, noting that extend-
ing the free parking time limits 
would come with an associated 
cost to replace all the signs — 
estimated at $30,000 — as well 
as implications for parking 
enforcement, including how 
often the police department’s 
officers would patrol and how 
that would affect revenue. A

Menlo Park to look at extending parking time limits downtown
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For a complete list of 

classes and class fees, 

lectures and health 

education resources, visit 

pamf.org/education.

Community Health 

Education Programs

April 2015

Dementia Caregiver Education Series:

Savvy Caregiver Workshop

PAMF Sunnyvale Center

301 Old San Francisco Rd., Second Floor Conference Center, Sunnyvale  •  (408) 730-2810

Mondays, April 13, 20 & 27, May 4, 11 & 18, 1 to 3 p.m.

Alexandra Morris, Alzheimer’s Association

Dr. Tom McDonald Memorial Lecture Series

Autism Spectrum Disorder Update

PAMF Palo Alto Center

795 El Camino Real, Third Floor Conference Center, Jamplis Building  •  (650) 853-4873

April 14, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Brian Tang, M.D.

PAMF Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics

Genetics and Your Health

Mountain View Center

701 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View  •  (650) 934-7380

April 14, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Monique de Bruin, M.D., MPH

PAMF Medical Oncology

Ankle 101: Common Problems and Their Treatments

San Carlos Center

301 Industrial Road, Conference Room A, San Carlos  •  (650) 853-4873

April 22, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Andrew Haskell, M.D., PAMF Orthopedics

Pain Management: An Alternative Approach

San Carlos Library

610 Elm Street, San Carlos  •  Rhea Bradley, Librarian at (650) 591-0341, ext. 237

April 27, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Avi Mamidi, PAMF Pharmacy Services

findings on March 21 to the 
town of Woodside’s Circula-
tion Committee. The commit-
tee’s mission is to encourage 
a sense of community in the 
safe use of town roads. The 
boys’ conclusion: “It turns out 
that human behavior changes 
under the act of observing it,” 
Peyton said in an interview. 
“We believe that cyclists are 
more willing to stop and obey 
the law when somebody is 
watching them.”
 It’s an example of the Haw-
thorne Effect, they said. An 
everyday example: People in 
public bathrooms are more 
likely to wash their hands when 
there’s another person pres-
ent. The journal 
O c c u p a t i o n a l 
Medicine, pub-
lished by Oxford 
University Press, 
describes the 
H a w t h o r n e 
Effect as people 
changing their 
behavior when 
they think they’re 
being watched.
 For this Wood-
side experiment, 
the second day 
of Scenario 2 showed a 10 
percentage point increase in 
cyclists ignoring the hand-
lettered sign. The reason, the 
boys said, may be that cyclists 
reacted differently, having seen 
the sign four weeks earlier.
 The Sheriff ’s Office has not 
seen the survey data, Deputy 
Rebecca Rosenblatt said in an 
email. When asked whether it 

could be meaningful, she said 
that it could help the town’s 
Circulation Committee with its 
traffic safety efforts.

Class acts
 Some of the cyclists spoke 
kindly to the boys; some did not.
 Among the kind comments: 
“Nice job,” “I agree with the 
sign,” “Did I stop?” and “That’s 
one for the ‘stop’ column.”
 A lot of people said, “You 
suck,” the boys said. One cyclist, 
on his way through without 
stopping, told the boys, “Your 
parents are raising you to be 
Nazis.”
 Was Deputy Goulart there to 
hear any of this negative stuff? 
“No, unfortunately, because I 
would have had a little discus-

sion with those peo-
ple,” he said. “What’s 
the reason for mak-
ing a snide comment 
to a kid?”

The boys said 
that hostility, when it 
surfaced, came more 
often from groups 
of cyclists. Deputy 
Goulart did not dis-
agree, but noted that 
he’s been success-
ful in talking with 
cycling groups about 

acting in the interest of better 
relations with the public.
 The boys proposed adding 
small signs to the stop signs 
informing cyclists of their 
obligation to stop. “After 
they’re there for a while, they 
just become part of the scen-
ery,” Deputy Goulart said. 
“They just blend back into the 
environment.” A

continued from page 3

 San Mateo County is home to 
approximately 747,400 people, 
according to the U.S. cen-
sus. While some still call the 
county home without, in fact, 
having one, their numbers are 
down. Preliminary estimates 
show that around 690 people 
are living on the streets, in 
vehicles or in encampments, 
lower by 47 percent from the 
1,299 people counted in 2013.
 The county’s biannual census 
of the homeless took place Jan. 
22, when some 200 volunteers 
went out in the predawn hours 
to count those they found liv-
ing without an address. The 
census is documented in a 
report by the county’s Human 
Services Agency.
 Also down, but by just 7 per-
cent, is the number of people 
living in emergency shelters, 
transitional housing, motels 
and institutions: 915 in 2015 

versus 982 in 2013.
 Of the households in shel-
ters, 124 are families with 
dependent children. There 
are no children living on the 
street, the report said.
 Final numbers, including 
information on what led people 
to homelessness and how long 
they’ve been so, are due in May.
 The overall decrease in 
homelessness “is great news 
for San Mateo County, and 
evidence that our community’s 
collective efforts are working,” 
said Iliana Rodriguez, director 
of the Human Services Agency.
 “We still have work to do, in 
getting everyone desiring a home 
in one, and this data suggests 
that we are making progress,” 
Ms. Rodriguez said. “Address-
ing or preventing homelessness 
ultimately creates a stronger, 
more stable and more thriving 
community across the board.” 

Fewer live on streets

Most cyclists stop for stop signs

‘We believe 
that cyclists are 
more willing to 
stop and obey 
the law when 
somebody is 

watching them.’
PEYTON WARFORD



By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter two full days of 
deliberation following 
an almost month-long 

trial, a jury on March 27 found 
in favor of venture capital firm 
Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers 
in a lawsuit alleging gender dis-
crimination brought by Ellen 
Pao, a former junior partner.
 The jury, composed of six men 
and six women, found that Ms. 
Pao’s gender was not a substan-
tial factor in the firm’s decision 
to deny her a promotion to 
senior partner. They voted 9-3 
that Kleiner Perkins had not 
demonstrated gender bias with 
regard to her advancement; did 
not fire or fail to promote her in 
retaliation for the complaint; and 
had taken steps to prevent gender 
discrimination against her.
 Ms. Pao filed the lawsuit in 
2012. After earning both a 
law degree and an MBA from 
Harvard, as well as a degree 
in electrical engineering from 
Princeton, she joined Kleiner 
Perkins in 2005.
 The suit alleged that the firm 
discriminates against women 
for promotions and compensa-
tion, and retaliated against her 
after she complained about 
harassment by a peer who alleg-
edly pressured her into a brief 
sexual relationship.
 She asked for $16 million in 

compensatory damages as well 
as an unspecified amount of 
punitive damages.
 The case may not be over, as 
Ms. Pao and her attorneys have 
the right to appeal the verdict. 
She is currently working as 
interim CEO of Reddit.
 The lawsuit detailed what 
Ms. Pao described as specific 
instances of gender exclusion, 
including a company ski trip in 
January 2012 and several din-
ners to which reportedly only 
male employees were invited.
 Kleiner Perkins refuted the 
allegations, saying in its filed 
response that Ms. Pao has 
“twisted facts and events in an 
attempt to create legal claims 
where none exist.”
 Ms. Pao was fired from the 
firm about six months after fil-
ing the lawsuit.
 In filings made before the 
trial started as well as argu-
ments made in court, attorney 
Lynne Hermle, representing 
the venture capital firm, argued 
that Ms. Pao was not promoted 
because she lacked the interper-
sonal skills and ability to work 
as a team member.
 During the trial, both sides 
offered testimony that could 
have swayed jurors in either 
direction: For example, Ms. Pao 
alleged that she was pressured 
into an affair with a married 
colleague, while the defense 
offered evidence of a consensual 

relationship.
 The man, Ajit Nazre, was later 
fired in 2012 after the company 
investigated another woman’s 
complaint that he had sexually 
harassed her. Ms. Pao initially 
intervened to prevent his firing, 
according to court testimony, 
while Kleiner Perkins allowed 
Mr. Nazre to anonymously have 
input into her performance 
reviews after the affair ended on 
a sour note, according to witness 
testimony reported by the Wall 
Street Journal. Mr. Nazre did 
not appear during the trial.
 Courtroom watchers said the 
verdict is less important than 
the fact that the trial raised gen-
der issues in Silicon Valley to a 
high profile, hopefully prompt-
ing change in the venture capital 
arena.
 Ms. Pao exited the court-
room and said she appreciated 
the support that everyone had 
expressed during the trial.
 “I have told my story and 
thousands of people have heard 
it. If I’ve helped to level the play-
ing field for women and minori-
ties, then the battle was worth 
it,” she said.
 Neither attorney Alan Exel-
rod, who led Ms. Pao’s case, 
nor Ms. Hermle, the chief rep-
resentative for Kleiner Perkins, 
responded to requests for 
interviews. A

Bay City News Service  
contributed to this report.
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30+ years of
local knowledge.

Born in 
Menlo Park.

Raised in
Atherton.

A Woodside 
resident.

“

“

 “I couldn’t have been
happier with my choice to use
Steve in selling my Atherton 
home. I also used him as my 
buyer’s agent for my new home. 
During both processes I
appreciated his competency,
communication skills and high
level of  professionalism.  I highly
recommend Steve to anyone

“looking to sell or buy.”

Buying or Selling...

JOIN US FOR A FUN HUNT...
Saturday, April 4, 2015
10:00 - 12:00 pm
Burgess Park
701 Laurel Street

Jury rejects Ellen Pao’s claims of 
gender bias at Kleiner Perkins

A crowdfunding campaign 
has kicked off to rescue Nak’s 
Oriental Market in Menlo Park. 
The market, which has been 
open for nearly 47 years, car-
ries a combination of Asian and 
Dutch products, in addition to 
produce and sushi-grade meat. 

Rent hikes and competition 
from big grocery stores have made 
operations difficult for the small 
business at 1151 Chestnut St. even 
before owner Sam Kurose turned 
the business over to his son, Ken, 
in 2013. The son is now facing the 
possibility of shutting Nak’s down 
and shifting to online sales and 
home delivery, according to the 
IndieGoGo crowdfunding site.

Go to tinyurl.com/ogmgthq 
for more information.

Two cited for buying 
alcohol for minors

Two adults were cited March 
26 for misdemeanors after they 
bought alcohol for a minor 
decoy working on behalf of the 
Menlo Park Police Department.

 While standing outside a liquor 
or convenience store, the decoy 
asked 61 adults to make a pur-
chase, police said.  Decoys must 
“be under the age of 20, must 
have the appearance of a minor, 
cannot wear clothes or jewelry 
that would make them look old-
er, and must answer truthfully if 
asked their age,” police said.
 The penalties for those cited 
include a minimum $1,000 fine 
and 24 hours of community ser-
vice, according to the California 
Department of Alcoholic Bever-
age Control.
 The decoy operation was 
funded through grants from 
the California Office of Traffic 
Safety and the ABC.

Fire district renews 
SLAC contract
 When Stanford University’s 
National Accelerator Laboratory 
calls, the Menlo Park Fire Pro-

tection District will still come 
running. 
 The district announced on 
March 25 that it has renewed a 
three-year emergency services 
agreement with the facility, with 
a possible two-year extension. 
According to the press release, 
the number of emergency calls 
to SLAC decreased by 40 percent 
since the district began provid-
ing services in 2012, thanks to a 
combination of better alarm sys-
tems and improved emergency 
response training on site.
 As part of the renewed contract, 
effective April 1, SLAC will pay a 
base rate of $34,000 a month to 
the fire district. The district will 
receive a 1 percent increase in 
the monthly amount if it buys a 
pumper truck, which it plans to 
do in July, according to Fire Chief 
Harold Schapelhouman. 
 SLAC will provide higher 
reimbursement for service calls 
that last longer than two hours, 
which happened twice during 
the fire district’s first three years 
at the facility.

Crowdfunding drive to save Nak’s
 BRIEFS

LET’S DISCUSS: 
Read the latest local news headlines and talk about the issues  

on Town Square at AlmanacNews.com

AlmanacNews.com
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By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

O
f the five factory-man-
ufactured cars parked 
with their hoods up at 

the 2015 Earth Fair in Woodside 
on Saturday, March 28, electric 
motors powered all of them. 
“OK,” a reader might say. “This 
is 2015. What else have you got?”
 One car did not require a 
plug on a wire to recharge. The 
Mercedes Benz F-CELL, which 
is not available in the United 
States, runs on an electric motor, 
but derives its electricity from 
an on-board hydrogen fuel cell, 
a type of battery.
 To refuel this car, the driver 
must stop at a service station 
that pumps hydrogen, park next 
to the pump, grab a hose with a 
nozzle on the end, and connect it 
to the car’s fuel tank after open-
ing a small door along the rear 
side of the car’s body.
 In short, the hydrogen pow-
ered car is ready for prime time. 
All that’s needed is a network 
of hydrogen fueling stations 
and a customer base who own 
hydrogen-powered cars, neither 
of which exist at the moment.
 It’s a chicken-and-egg prob-
lem, and the California Fuel 
Cell Partnership is taking it on. 
“We determined that stations 
must come before vehicles, and 
the stations must be customer-
friendly locations that are con-
venient to home and work,” says 
the website. The 32 members in 
this partnership include vehicle 
manufacturers, hydrogen sup-

pliers, fuel cell developers and 
government agencies such as 
the California Energy Com-
mission and the California Air 
Resources Board.
 Toyota, Honda and Hyundai 
are expected to be selling hydro-
gen-powered cars in California 
in 2015, said Jennifer Hamilton 
of the fuel-cell partnership.
 And by the fall, a small net-
work of hydrogen pumping sta-
tions may be on the Peninsula, 
including in Woodside, Red-
wood City, Mountain View, Palo 
Alto and Los Altos, according to 
a state report. The Energy Com-
mission, acting on legislation 
enacted in 2013, is engaged in 
establishing a hydrogen infra-
structure in Berkeley, the Pen-
insula and parts of Los Angeles.
 The owners of the Skylonda 
station will be spending around 
$2.8 million to remodel the site, 
with $2.1 million of that coming 
from Sacramento, according to 
Colin Armstrong, president of 
British Columbia-based Hydro-
gen Technology & Energy Corp. 
The company joined with prop-
erty owner Kalaf Properties in 
bidding for a Skylonda facility 
after the Energy Commission 
decided that it wanted a station 
in Woodside.
 At the Earth Fair, Ms. Ham-
ilton talked with the Almanac 
from behind the wheel of the 
Mercedes F-CELL. “It’s just like 
driving a (gasoline powered) 
car,” she said. “What’s differ-
ent is knowing you’re driving 
a zero-emissions car.” That 
and the plethora of decals on 

the outside dropping hints to 
the observer that this vehicle’s 
exhaust consists of water vapor.
 The F-CELL has a range of 
about 240 miles and refuels in 
three to five minutes, according 
to a brochure. Ms. Hamilton 
said she has driven the car 
round-trip between Sacramento 
and the Bay Area. As with 
electrically powered vehicles in 
general, the car has regenera-
tive braking, she said. In other 
words, the car can recharge the 
battery a bit when the vehicle is 
decelerating.
 There are preconceived 
notions out there on the dan-

gers of hydrogen as a fuel, and 
one of her jobs is informing the 
public about it, including emer-
gency first responders. One key 
difference between hydrogen 
and gasoline is the behavior of 
the vapor. Both are f lammable, 
but gasoline vapors are heavier 
than air and can settle around 
an accident site, whereas hydro-
gen is 14 times lighter than air, 
she said. 

Environment champs
 At the Earth Fair, Portola Valley 
and Woodside named their envi-
ronmental champions for 2015.
 Woodside’s champion was 

Jason Mendelson, who orga-
nized the Earth Fair and was 
quite embarrassed to be so 
honored. “I do like to hear 
myself talk, but this is a little 
much,” he said. “I guess they 
knew I’d be here so that’d be a 
plus for this thing.”
 Portola Valley Mayor Jeff 
Aalfs announced Adeline Jessup 
as that town’s honoree. Ms. Jes-
sup, an early member of the 
town’s Architectural and Site 
Control Commission, is remark-
able for her passion and stew-
ardship and “a giant” upon 
whose shoulders today’s volun-
teers stand, Mr. Aalfs said. A

Mass-market hydrogen-powered car at Earth Fair

 A “driving incident” on 
Crane Street in Menlo Park led 
to the citation of a Menlo Park 
man for allegedly impersonat-
ing a police officer.
 Mark Shafran, 53, reportedly 
flashed a badge and told a wom-
an that he was a cop during an 
argument they had gotten into 
as each was driving on Friday, 
March 27.
 After the 65-year-old wom-
an called the Menlo Park 
Police Department around 
11 a.m., the real officer who 
came out to the scene alleg-
edly found a fake “Security 
Enforcement Officer” badge 
in Mr. Shafran’s white Ford 
F-150 pickup truck.
 Mr. Shafran was cited for 
misdemeanor impersonation 
of a police officer, according to 
the report. The case has been 
sent to the San Mateo County 
District Attorney’s Office for 
disposition.

Police cite man 
for allegedly 
impersonating cop

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac

The Mercedes Benz F-CELL car, powered by a hydrogen fuel cell, displayed decals hinting to visitors to 
the 2015 Woodside/Portola Valley Earth Fair that its only exhaust is water vapor.

By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter holding a meeting 
with an estimated 45 
Belle Haven residents 

concerned about the dusty 
piles of ballast rock stored 
near the Chilco Street rail-
road tracks, Caltrain said it 
would provide an update and 
possible solutions by Friday, 
April 3, according to the city 
of Menlo Park.
 The Peninsula Conflict Res-
olution Center facilitated the 
March 23 community meet-
ing. Caltrain representatives 
told residents that it would 
take about two years to move 
the rocks to an industrial site 
in Redwood City.
 Caltrain started storing 
ballast, or railroad rock, in 
piles next to the tracks and 
near Chilco Street in Menlo 
Park in 2008. The rock pro-
vides a bed for railroad 
tracks. But left sitting in 

piles, it sends dust into the air 
that may be a health hazard, 
according to the residents 
who live nearby.
 According to a meeting 
summary provided by the 
city, there are several options 
to explore in an attempt to 

minimize the dust: continu-
ing to water the piles; covering 
the piles; and planting trees 
around the site to provide a 
barrier.
 Residents said that water-
ing doesn’t happen often 
enough to control the dust, 

and when it does happen, the 
puddles attract mosquitoes. 
They asked for greater trans-
parency during upcoming 
discussions between the city 
and Caltrain, as well as a 
direct line of communication 
to the rail agency. A

Ballast rock update expected by April 3

Photo by Magali Gauthier

The rock piles, stored by Caltrain, are situated along the train tracks that run parallel to Chilco 
Street in Menlo Park.



By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

N
early six weeks after she 
first declined interviews 
with the Almanac, Filo-

li’s executive director, Cynthia 
D’Agosta agreed to an interview 
at Filoli on March 26 to discuss 
how those at the historic estate 
are working to move past the 
recent turmoil.
 Ms. D’Agosta said 1,060 
active volunteers had signed a 
controversial volunteer agree-
ment by March 27, along with 
28 inactive emeritus volunteers 
and 14 volunteers who are 
on leave. That means at least 
240 of 1,300 active volunteers 
declined to sign the mandatory 
agreement and have left Filoli 
since the March 1 signing 
deadline. 
 Ms. D’Agosta said 80 who have 
left were part of a group that 
leads students on nature walks 
at Filoli, but that program has 
not been cut. A volunteer said 
the nature docents who have 
left account for more than 250 
collective years of experience.
 In mid-February, a number of 
Filoli volunteers contacted the 
Almanac to express distress over 
the volunteer agreement they 
had been told they had to sign by 
March 1 to keep their volunteer 
jobs. At that point, according to 
an email from Filoli manage-
ment, only 600 volunteers had 
signed. 
 After the Almanac posted 
a story about the controversy, 
Filoli’s governing board met and 
said volunteers could cross out 
the most objectionable clause, 
which states volunteers will not 
make “a claim of any negligence, 
personal injury, wrongful death 
or property damage against 
Filoli” in connection with the 
volunteer’s work at Filoli. 
 In the March 26 interview, 
Ms. D’Agosta said that work on 
a volunteer agreement began 
about four years ago, before she 
was hired in late 2012. 
 The governing board asked for 
a volunteer agreement because 
“there was not an official way 
for the organization to remedy a 
situation when we had a volun-
teer who was ... putting others in 
danger,” she said.
 While the intent may have 
been to put in place a disciplin-
ary procedure, the final agree-
ment says nothing about such 
a process, Ms. D’Agosta admits. 
“Over time, it took a very differ-
ent turn,” she said.
 Through changes in Filoli’s 
governing board, volunteer 
leadership and administration 

over those four years, many 
different people worked on the 
agreement and “things lose their 
initial intent over time — they 
lose their context,” she said. 
 Ms. D’Agosta said her major 
input to the agreement was 
to gather examples of similar 
agreements from other groups. 
 Heidi Brown, who became the 
president of the Friends of Filoli 
only in November, and Ms. 
D’Agosta “both were handed 
this document, basically, to 
implement,” she said. 
 “This was a collective decision 
of management,” she said. “This 
was not something I put down 
when I got here and said, ‘This 
needs to happen.’”
 When asked why, after so much 
time without an agreement, the 
executive board insisted on going 
ahead even after it was clear that 
there was much opposition, Ms. 
D’Agosta said, “I’m not sure; I’m 
honestly not sure.”

 In recent years, many chang-
es have taken place at Filo-
li, where there have been 
five executive directors in 10 
years, Ms. D’Agosta said. “That 
amount of change is hard on 
the staff; it’s been hard on the 
volunteers. Sometimes I feel 
that what we’re dealing with 
is just that whole aspect of 
change,” she said.
 With the help of the Peninsula 
Conflict Resolution Center, a 
San Mateo-based nonprofit, 
Ms. Brown and Ms. D’Agosta 
and governing board President 
Toni Barrack have been holding 

a series of what they call “facili-
tated discussions” with groups 
of about two dozen volunteers 
at a time. Seven of the two-hour 
sessions had been planned or 
held at the time of the interview, 
but Ms. D’Agosta said “we will 
continue to add (sessions) until 
there’s no more requests.”
 “We’re making it a place where 
people are free to speak their 
minds,” she said. “People com-
ing out of the meetings have said 
thank you, this has been very 
helpful, very useful and that 
they felt better.”
 Ms. D’Agosta said she had 
refused to comment for so long 
in part out of frustration “with 
a lot of things that were going 
on — not just what was being 
printed, but the challenges here 
that we were dealing with. And 
it wasn’t so much about you or 
about what you were doing; it 
was about what was being said 
that was so frustrating,” she 
said. “By talking to you I wasn’t 
necessarily going to get to talk to 
those people.” 
 “We then went in and started 
working internally instead,” she 
said. 
 Ms. D’Agosta also gave the 
Almanac a prepared state-
ment, sent by Larry Kamer, 
whose Oakland-based crisis 
communications management 
company, Kamer Consulting 
Group, has been working for 
Filoli since the dispute over 
the volunteer agreement went 
public in late February. 
 Go to tinyurl.com/filoli326 to 
see the statement (PDF).
 While some have called for 
Ms. D’Agosta’s firing or resigna-
tion, she says she is staying.  “I 
don’t plan on going anyplace,” 
she said. “We want to settle this 
and get back to what we love.” 
 Go to tinyurl.com/filoli303 
to see a longer story on the 
interview. A
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Bette D. Moorman, 91, 
of Atherton, passed away 
peacefully on March 16th at 
Stanford Hospital. Born in 
Duluth, MN, Bette graduated 
from The Masters School 
(Dobbs Ferry, NY) in 1940, 
and went on to major in 
Child Study at Vassar. A 
lifelong advocate for children, 
Bette supported Stanford’s 
Department of Child 
Psychiatry, the Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation, the 
Child Advocacy Council, and many other groups. 

Bette was preceded in death by her brother Fred and 
her husband, Albert J. Moorman, who she married in 
1949. She is survived by her children Lisa Fremont and 
Mark Moorman,  their spouses Mike and Cameil, and five 
grandchildren, Daniel, Grace, Yasmeen, Christian, and 
Andrew. A celebration of Bette’s life will be held on July 17th 
at 2 pm. at Menlo Park Presbyterian Church.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Reading 
Partners, 180 Grand Ave - Suite 800, Oakland, CA 94612.

Bette Davis Moorman
(1923 – 2015)

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Earl Wendell Chambers, 70, 
passed away on March 19, 2015, at 
his home in Hollister, CA.

Wendell was born on August 21, 
1944, in Marysville, CA to Earl and 
Shirley Chambers.

Wendell is survived by his wife, 
Danni Chambers; loving parents, 
Earl and Shirley Chambers; sister 
Earlene Chambers; children Dorcy 
Kaplan, Tracy Radwan and Kevin 
Chambers.

A Celebration of Life will be held on 
March 29th at 2 pm at Gilroy Gaits, 7800 Lake Road, Hollister, CA.

In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the American 
Cancer Society or an organ donor network such as Donate Life. 

Earl Wendell Chambers

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y
P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Joanne S. Janssen
The Janssen family sadly 

announces the passing of Joanne 
Seidel Janssen on Monday, March 
9, 2015, from complications due 
to Alzheimer’s disease.  Joanne 
was 87.   A resident of Menlo 
Park, CA for over 40 years, 
Joanne relocated in her later 
years to Eugene, Oregon and 
finally Southern California to 
be closer to her children and 
grandchildren.

Joanne was born in Berkeley, 
CA on October 28, 1927 to 
parents Vaughn and Mildred Seidel.  Her father, Vaughn D. 
Seidel, served as Superintendent of the Alameda County 
School District and was the leading pioneer in founding the 
first public education television station in the United States, 
KQED/Oakland.  Joanne was immensely proud of her father’s 
accomplishments.

Joanne attended Berkeley High, where she graduated a 
California Scholarship Federation Sealbearer, then continued 
her education at UC Berkeley from 1944-46.  While at CAL, 
Joanne was a member of the Alpha Phi sorority where 
she made lifelong friends and learned the importance of 
philanthropy and its ability to make a positive difference in 
one’s community.

Joanne married Arthur D. Janssen, Jr. in September 1947 
(divorced July, 1971) and the newlyweds settled in Atherton, 
CA.  Determined to finish college, Joanne graduated from 
Stanford University (B.A., Economics) in June 1954.  In 1973, 
Joanne was hired by Hewlett Packard’s Data Processing 
Department and enjoyed a successful 25-year career there.

Her five children—Dean Janssen, Dwight Janssen, Linda 
Mirch, Lisa Magnuson and Jody O’Donnell—survive Joanne, 
as do her 12 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren.

Joanne was preceded in death by her beloved brother, 
William Gordon Seidel, Lt. Col., USAF, Ret.  Bill served in the 
Air Force for 22 years, culminating in his final assignment as 
former President L.B. Johnson’s private pilot.

Those who knew Joanne will fondly recall her passion 
for tennis, cycling, a good mystery, crossword puzzles and 
cheering on her favorite sports teams—the Oakland Raiders 
(she attended three victorious Super Bowls with the Raider 
Rooters) and the Los Angeles Lakers.  Joanne was an energetic, 
vivacious person full of life and love for her family and friends.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the 
Alzheimer’s Association (www.alz.org).

Filoli executive talks about 
moving past recent turmoil

‘This was a 
collective decision of 

management.’
 CYNTHIA D’AGOSTA,  

FILOLI EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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G U I D E TO 2015 S U M M E R C A M P S F O R K I D S

Arts, Culture, Other Camps

Community School of Music  
and Arts (CSMA) Mountain View
50+ creative camps for Gr. K-8! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, Sculpture, 
Musical Theater, School of Rock, Digital Arts, more! One- and two-week 
sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Extended care available. Financial 
aid offered. 

www.arts4all.org 650.917.6800 ext.0

Environmental Volunteers Summer Camp Palo Alto
Explore nature this summer from your own backyard. Environmental 
Volunteer summer camps return with a new series of programs. Hands-
on activities, field trips and creative fun make science accessible to kids 
ages 6-11.

www.Evols.org/Explore 650.493.8000

Foothills Summer Camps Palo Alto
In this historic, popular, traditional day camp your child will play on miles 
of trails, woodlands, fields, streams, Boronda Lake, and enjoy spectacular 
views of the bay area. Transportation to and from Foothills Park is provided 
each day. 

www.cityofpaloalto.org/foothillscamps 

J-Camp Oshman Family JCC Palo Alto
Exciting activities for kindergarteners through teens include swimming, 
field trips, sports and more. Enroll your child in traditional or special focus 
camps like Studio TV Production, Jr. Masterchef, Elsa and Anna’s Dance 
Camp, Beach Bonanza and many others!

www.paloaltojcc.org/summercamp 650.223.8622

Palo Alto Community Child Care (PACCC)  Palo Alto
PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide variety of 
fun opportunities! Neighborhood Adventure Fun and Junior Varsity Sports 
Adventure Camp are for the more active and on-the-go campers! New 
this year: E.P.I.C. Camp – Energetic, Peers, Independence & Community for 
the older kids! Returning are FAME - Fine arts, Music and Entertainment 
and Operation Chef for out of this world cooking fun! Swimming twice 
per week, periodic field trips, special visitors and many engaging camp 
activities, songs and skits round out the fun offerings of PACCC Summer 
Camps! Open to campers from all communities! Come join the fun in Palo 
Alto! Register online.

www.paccc.org 650.493.2361 

STANFORD EXPLORE  Stanford
A Lecture Series on Biomedical Research

EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford! Stanford EXPLORE offers high 
school students the unique opportunity to learn from Stanford professors 
and graduate students about diverse topics in biomedical science, 
including bioengineering, neurobiology, immunology and many others.

explore.stanford.edu explore-series@stanford.edu

Stanford Jazz Workshop  Stanford University Campus
Week-long jazz immersion programs for young musicians in middle 
school (starts July 13), high school (July 19 and July 26), and college, as 
well as adults (August 2). All instruments and vocals.

stanfordjazz.org

TechKnowHow® LEGO® Palo Alto 
and Technology Summer Camp Menlo Park/Sunnyvale
Fun and enriching technology classes for students, ages 5-16. Courses 
include LEGO® projects with motors, MINDSTORMS® EV3® & NXT® 
Robotics, Computer Game Design, Arduino™ Electronics, iPad® Movie 
Making, and a Tech Camp for girls. Classes feature high-interest, age-
appropriate projects based on the S.T.E.M. curriculum. Half and Full day 
options. Early bird and multiple week discounts are available.

www.techknowhowkids.com 650.638.0500

TheatreWorks Summer Camps Palo Alto
In these entertaining camps for grades K-5, students enjoy juggling, 
clowning, puppetry, playwriting, acting, improvisation, music, dance - 
and present their own original pieces at the end of each session.

www.theatreworks.org/learn/youth/summercamps

YMCA Summer Camps Throughout Silicon Valley
At the Y, youth of all ages make new friends, build character and learn new 
skills. With hundreds of unique camps and 30+ convenient locations, you’ll 
find a camp that’s right for your family. Financial assistance is available.

www.ymcasv.org/summer 408.351.6473

Athletics

Camp Campbell  Santa Cruz Mountains
For close to 80 years, Bay Area youth have forged life-long friendships 
and benefited from character-defining experiences at Camp Campbell 
through nature hikes, campfires, archery and many other fun outdoor 
activities. Financial assistance is available.

http://www.ymcacampcampbell.org/ 831.338.2128

Hi Five Sport Atherton
Hi Five Sports is thrilled to present our fourth multi-sport competitive 
summer camp to the San Francisco Bay Area! Through experienced, 
passionate and patient coaching, we believe the timeless lessons that 
only sports can teach will stay with the kids for the rest of their lives.

www.hifivesportsclub.com  650.362.4975

Menlo School Sports Camps Atherton
Menlo camps are designed for boys and girls grades 4-12 to learn from 
Knights coaches and staff -whether it’s preparation for an upcoming 
season or simply for fun and to stay in shape in a high energy, positive 
setting. Join us this summer to develop skills, foster athleticism and 
promote sportsmanship in camps covering a range of sports - baseball, 
basketball, football (skills, lineman, and safe tackling camps) lacrosse, 
soccer, tennis, track & field, volleyball, water polo.

www.menloschool.org   650.330.2001 ext. 2758

Nike Tennis Camps Stanford University
Junior Overnight and Day Camps for boys & girls, ages 9-18 offered 
throughout June, July and August. Adult Weekend Clinics (June & Aug). 
Camps directed by Head Men’s Coach, Paul Goldstein, Head Women’s 
Coach, Lele Forood, and Associate Men’s and Women’s Coaches, Brandon 
Coupe and Frankie Brennan. Come join the fun and get better this 
summer!

www.USSportsCamps.com 1.800.NIKE.CAMP (645.3226)

Stanford Baseball Camps Stanford Campus
Stanford Baseball Camps have gained national recognition as the some

of the finest in the country. These camps are designed to be valuable

and beneficial for a wide range of age groups and skill sets. From the

novice 7 year-old, to the Division 1, professionally skilled high school

player, you will find a camp that fulfills your needs.

www.Stanfordbaseballcamp.com 650.723.4528

Stanford Water Polo Stanford
Ages 7 and up. New to sport or have experience, we have a camp for 
you. Half day or fully day option for boys and girls. All the camps offer 
fundamental skill work, scrimmages and games.

www.stanfordwaterpolocamps.com 650.725.9016

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View 
Sports & Activity Camp (ages 6-12): This all-sports camp provides group 
instruction in a variety of fields, indoor & outdoor court games and 
activities. Saint Francis faculty and students staff the camp, and the 
focus is always on fun. The program is dedicated to teaching teamwork, 
sportsmanship and positive self-esteem. After camp care is available.

www.sfhs.com/summer 650.968.1213 x650

Summer Camp@SportsHouse  Redwood City 
(Powered by Skyhawks) 
June 15-August 14. Weekly indoor sports day camp for kids 6-13 years 
old. Fun filled sports and games directed by Skyhawks. Full day 9am-4pm 
camp includes lunch and optional after camp care.

www.sportshouseonline.com 650.362.4100 
 
Wheel Kids Bicycle Club Palo Alto 
Wheel Kids is Palo Alto’s premier adventure and exploration summer day 
camp for boys and girls 5-15 yrs old. Camps run weekly from June 8th 
– July 31st, offering a range of cultural, recreational and environmental 
learning opportunities, all based on our daily bicycling adventures. Join 
us this summer as we teach your kids safe bicycle riding skill & habits, 
help build their self confidence and esteem, and begin a life-long 
journey of health and fitness while helping improve our environment. 
www.wheelkids.com 650.520.6524

Academics

Alexa Café  Palo Alto High School
At Alexa Café, girls ages 10-15 collaborate around café tables and learn to 
code apps, produce films, design websites, develop wearable electronics, 
and more. Discover a passion for technology in this unique environment 
that emphasizes leadership, philanthropy, and more.

www.iDTech.com  1.888.709.8324

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls Palo Alto
Casti Camp offers girls a range of age-appropriate activities including 
athletics, art, science, computers, writing, crafts, cooking, drama and 
music classes each day along with weekly field trips.

www.castilleja.org/summercamp 650.328.3160

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
K-12 offerings taught by exceptional, experienced faculty and staff. K-6 

morning academics – focusing on math, language arts and science – and 
full spectrum of afternoon recreation. Grades 6-12 for credit courses and 
non-credit enrichment opportunities. Sports programs also offered.

www.summer.harker.org 408.553.0537

iD Game Design and  Stanford
Development Academy 

Get immersed in game design at this 2-week, pre-college summer 
academy! Teens ages 13-18 design video games, develop apps, model 
3D characters, mod with Minecraft, and more. Tour a development studio 
and create a portfolio.

www.iDTech.com  1.888.709.8324

iD Programming Academy  Stanford
Get immersed in technology at this 2-week, pre-college summer academy. 
Teens ages 13-18 code apps, program with C++ and Java, mod with 
Minecraft, engineer robots, and program websites. Tour a development 
studio and create a portfolio.

www.iDTech.com  1.888.709.8324

iD Tech Mini  Palo Alto High School
Kids ages 6-9 will have a blast at iD Tech Mini, where half day options let 
aspiring innovators discover a love for tech. Campers make new friends 
and learn hands-on STEM skills in a kid-friendly environment.

www.iDTech.com  1.888.709.8324

iD Tech Camps  Stanford
Code, game, create! At iD Tech Camps, students ages 7-17 code apps, 
design video games, mod with Minecraft, engineer robots, build websites, 
produce movies, and more. Kids meet new friends and gain a competitive 
edge.

www.iDTech.com  1.888.709.8324

Mid-Peninsula High School Menlo Park
Mid-Pen offers summer courses designed to help students make up high 
school credits and a diverse range of enriching courses that go beyond 
traditional curriculum. In addition to courses in math, science, English, 
Spanish, and SAT/ACT prep, we invite students to enhance their skills in 
innovative classes that include: College Essay Workshop, Research Writing 
Workshop, Drama, Music Video Production, and Fine Arts courses in 
Surface Design and Mixed Media. We also hold basketball and volleyball 
clinics suitable for beginning to advanced players. All high school 
students are welcome to attend. Summer session runs from June 22 to 
July 23, 2015. 

www.mid-pen.com  650.321.1991

One Me Palo Alto 

 Westin Hotel
Students aged 12-16 will find direction and inspiration through 
introspection and self-awareness, discovering how they learn and 
are motivated, addressing and understanding habits, improving 
communication skills, understanding the brain, understanding personality 
and ego states, emotional regulation, and welcoming challenge. 

www.oneyou.education  408.839.6965 

Professional Tutoring Services Los Altos 

of Silicon Valley
Academic camps offering Algebra I & II, Geometry, and Spanish I, II, III in 
small groups. Four sessions starting June 15 through July 27. Sign up for 
all four or just one. Perfect for high school and junior high students taking 
high school level courses. $295 and up. Register online. 

www.ptstutor.com/summer-camps.html 650.948.5137

Purposeful You Palo Alto 

 Westin Hotel
Students aged 12-16 will learn best practices in organization and goal 
setting; study techniques; communication with administration and 
teachers; strengthening memory; answering to the question; outlining, 
writing, and citing resources; emotional regulation; stress and test anxiety 
management, attention and motivation. 

www.oneyou.education 408.839.6965

Summer at Saint Francis  Mountain View
Summer at Saint Francis provides a broad range of academic and athletic 

programs for elementary through high school students. It is the goal of 

every program to make summer vacation enriching and enjoyable!

www.sfhs.com/summer  650.968.1213 x446

Write Now! Summer Writing Camps Palo Alto / 

 Pleasanton
Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson School 
of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton. Courses this year are 
Expository Writing, Creative Writing, and Presentation Techniques. Visit 
our website for more information.

www.headsup.org Emerson: 650.424.1267 

 Hacienda: 925.485.5750

For more information about these camps, see our online  

directory of camps at www.paloaltoonline.com/biz/summercamps/

To advertise in this weekly directory, call: 650-326-8210



 Toddle, the West Menlo 
Park day care center that 
takes children by the hour as 
a convenience for busy par-
ents, opened March 23 at 3131 
Alameda de las Pulgas, at the 
intersection with Manzanita 
Avenue.
 The center, which also has a 
preschool, accommodates up 
to 24 children from ages 2 to 
6, said Heather Hopkins, who 
co-founded the center with 
Amy Burnett. Registration and 
reservations are done through 
the website at toddle.org.
 The center is open from 8:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Parking is avail-
able on the Alameda and in the 
driveway.
 Ms. Hopkins is the founder 
and board chair of My New Red 
Shoes, a Redwood City non-
profit that provides new shoes 
to children living in poverty. 
Ms. Burnett sits on the board of 
Fit Kids, which organizes free 
after-school fitness programs at 
Bay Area  schools, including in 
East Palo Alto, Menlo Park and 
Redwood City.

 Some neighbors opposed the 
center when it was being con-
sidered by the San Mateo 
County Planning Commis-
sion. When the commission 
approved the plans, 14 neigh-
bors appealed the decision 
to the Board of Supervisors. 

The board rejected the appeal 
in July 2014, giving Toddle’s 
founders the green light to go 
ahead with their plans.
 Since Toddle opened, there 
have been neighbors with chil-
dren who have signed up for 
day care, Ms. Hopkins said. A

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he owners of the Stillpath 
Retreat Center at 16350 
Skyline Blvd. in the unin-

corporated woods above Wood-
side are suing San Mateo County 
in federal court.
 At issue, according to a com-
plaint filed March 25 with the 
U.S. District Court for North-
ern California, is a unanimous 
decision by the county Board 
of Supervisors in March 2014 
to overturn the Planning Com-
mission’s decision to allow the 
retreat center to reorganize as a 
non-medical drug-and-alcohol 
rehabilitation center for people 
with addiction problems.
 In the complaint, lawyers 
for Stillpath claim that the 
supervisors, by rejecting the 
rehab center, violated federal 
fair housing and disability laws 
protecting the rights of Still-
path’s potential clients, includ-
ing recovering alcoholics and 
substance abusers. The com-
plaint also cites anti-discrim-
inatory passages in state laws 
on fair employment, housing, 
planning and zoning.
 Neighbors of the facil-
ity had appealed the Planning 

Commission’s January 2014 
decision and the supervi-
sors upheld their appeal. The 
neighbors’ objections included 
the possibility of a recovering 
addict dropping a lit cigarette 
in the deep dry woods that 
populate the neighborhood, 
the length of time it would take 
for emergency first responders 
to get there, and the impacts 
on traffic and the supply of 
fresh water.
 The neighbors initially com-
plained to the Planning Com-
mission, but the county staff 
addressed the objections with 
remedies. 
 San Mateo County has just 
287 beds for treatment of sub-
stance abuse, the staff said, 
while the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
estimates show 65,800 people 
potentially needing treatment. 
 “Stillpath will provide a 
public health service by pro-
viding a necessary substance 
abuse treatment facility to 
County residents that is geo-
graphically near the County’s 
urban populations,” the coun-
ty staff report said.
 When the commissioners vot-
ed, it was 3-1 in favor of allow-

ing the project to go ahead.
 In hearing the neighbors’ 
appeal, supervisors said that 
the cost to the county by a 
higher intensity use of the 
property outweighed the ben-
efits. With estimated monthly 
fees of $45,000 per client, the 
center’s customers would be 
coming from elsewhere, one 
supervisor said.
 “It would serve a very small 
exclusive class of people,” Super-
visor Don Horsley said at the 
time. “It’s not going to benefit 
people of San Mateo County.”
 As for water, while the facil-
ity has a 100,000-gallon storage 
tank, “if you have a forest fire, 
100,000 gallons isn’t going to do 
much,” Mr. Horsley said.
 Supervisor Dave Pine also 
singled out the water supply 
infrastructure. “That is a very 
delicate system with minimal 
capacity,” he said. “That system 
is not robust.”
 If the matter goes to trial, 
one question to be litigated is 
whether Stillpath is the appro-
priate representative to speak 
for its potential customers, 
said Tim Fox, a deputy in the 
County Counsel’s Office in 
San Mateo County. Another 
issue is whether the intensity 
of the intended use as a rehab 
center is in keeping with the 
zoning for the area, he said. A

Hourly day care center opens

Retreat center sues county over plan to 
reorganize as drug, alcohol rehab facility
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Photo by Magali Gauthier

Maria Rodriguez, Ella and Aiden play together at the new Toddle 
day care center in West Menlo Park.

 County supervisors had rejected Stillpath’s 
plan to become a rehab center.



By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A
therton property own-
ers pay a library tax that 
generates about $1 mil-

lion a year more than is needed 
to operate the Atherton Library. 
Should this money stay in Ather-
ton or be shared with the county 
library system?
 The Atherton City Council 
plans to discuss this topic when 
it meets Wednesday, April 1, 
in the Holbrook-Palmer Park 
Pavilion at 150 Watkins Ave. 
The meeting starts at 4 p.m. 
Also on the agenda is the town’s 
2015-16 budget.
 The Atherton Library is part 
of the San Mateo County 
Library system, and Atherton is 

part of a Joint Powers Authority 
(JPA) that manages the system. 
Other members are Belmont, 
Brisbane, East Palo Alto, Foster 
City, Half Moon Bay, Millbrae, 
Pacifica, Portola Valley, San 
Carlos and Woodside as well 
as unincorporated San Mateo 
County. 
 For years, library property 
tax dollars ($32 per $100,000 
in assessed value) beyond the 
amount needed to pay library 
operating costs and a share of 
administration and overhead 

costs were given back to cities, 
to be used to pay library-related 
expenses only. Atherton is one 
of three so-called “donor cities” 
that receive these excess funds. 
The other two are Woodside and 
Portola Valley.
 Atherton property owners are 
now paying about $1.3 million 
more each year in library tax 
than is spent on library costs, 
according to Mayor Rick DeGo-
lia, who is on the library JPA’s 
donor fund subcommittee. 
 At the end of June 2014, the 
town had accumulated $8.6 
million in its fund, which will 
go to build a new library. Once 
the library is built, however, 
even with higher operating 
expenses, the town will still 
bring in about $1 million a 
year in excess tax revenues, 
Mr. DeGolia said.
 Mr. DeGolia said county 
library staff have proposed 
changing the JPA agreement 
(with a two-thirds vote of mem-
bers) to give only half the excess 
library tax revenues back to 
donor cities, with a cap on each 
donor city’s fund of $1 million. 
 The remaining money would 
go into the county library’s gen-
eral fund, resulting in nearly $1 
million in annual revenue for 
the county system. 
 Mr. DeGolia said he instead 
wants donor cities to be allowed 
to use as much of their excess 
funds as they need for library-
related purposes, with any mon-
ey remaining split between the 
city and the county system. He 
said he has suggested the coun-
ty’s share go into a reserve fund 
that other cities could apply to 
dip into.
 Atherton currently uses some 
of the donor funds for library 
maintenance, custodial and 
landscaping services, library 
supplies, and to keep the library 
open 17 additional hours a week. 
 In the future, Mr. DeGolia 
said, Atherton could spend its 
excess funds on one of his cur-
rent pet projects, such as out-
fitting the town with a town-
wide high-speed Internet con-
nection providing library ser-
vices. The funds could also pay 
for more service hours and 
programs; remote library 
kiosks at schools, the park and 
other locations; and an 
enhanced bookmobile pro-
gram, he said. A
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• 

Monday-Thursday from 9:30-2:30
Small Classes, Grades 9-12

www.mid-pen.com  |  650.321.1991

MID-PENINSULA HIGH SCHOOL

SUMMER SCHOOL
June 22 - July 23, 2015

• Athletics • Fine Arts • English • Math
Enriching course offerings including:

View our website for full class listings
www.mid-pen.com

Oshman Family JCC

3921 Fabian Way 

Palo Alto Ca 94303 

www.paloaltojcc.org 

(650) 223-8622

Register now 
www.paloaltojcc.org/summercamp

We also have camps for preschoolers and toddlers!

Give your K–12th grader a 
summer they won’t forget!

• Traditional camp options for a well-rounded summer 

• Specialty camps for every interest including, Animal   
   Adventures, Jr. Masterchef, Dance Camp, Mad 
   Science and more

• Amazing fieldtrips to Roaring Camp Railroad, the 
   Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, the Oakland Zoo 
   and other exciting destinations

• Leadership opportunities and exciting trips for teens

Countdown to
Summer Camp

What should Atherton do with 
millions in excess library funds?

Atherton property owners pay about  
$1.3 million more each year in library tax  

than is spent on library costs.



By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Committee for Green 
Foothills has joined the 
protest over recent road-

side spraying of herbicides by 
the California Department of 
Transportation.
 The environmental organiza-
tion, which works to preserve 
open spaces, farmlands, and 
natural resources in San Mateo 
and Santa Clara counties, called 
on Caltrans in a letter to “cease 
the practice of broadcast spray-
ing with herbicides” along all 
county highways, and “instead 
mow to control roadside weeds, 
and only if absolutely necessary, 
use spot spraying.”

 In addition, the president of the 
South Skyline Association, rep-
resenting 1,500 households, has 
written to Caltrans expressing 
concern that “broadcast spraying 
of herbicides that Caltrans now 
employs poses a potential threat 
to the environment and people.”
 By March 28 nearly 300 people 
had signed a Change.org petition 
that says “the broadcast spraying 
of herbicides cover our roadside 
ditches, which flow into our 
creeks, potentially contaminat-
ing our watersheds, wells and our 
health. There are better ways to 
control vegetation.”
 Caltrans sprayed herbicides 
along state Highway 84 (Wood-
side/La Honda Road) on March 
17 and state Highway 35 (Sky-
line Boulevard) in January, 
prompting the protests.
 Citing environmental and 
health concerns, San Mateo 
County in 2012 stopped broad-
cast spraying herbicides on coun-
ty-maintained roads. At the time, 
Caltrans said it might do the 
same, but it has not done so. 
 The Committee for Green Foot-
hills Committee letter, signed by 
Ladera’s Lennie Roberts, says: 
“San Mateo County’s natural 
habitats are home to over 40 
endangered or threatened species. 
... We all need to do everything 
possible to ensure that these 
species survive, and that human 
health is not compromised.”
 The South Skyline Association 
letter asks Caltrans to, at the very 
least, provide advance warning. 

“Without advanced notice at the 
site of spraying, bicyclists, motor-
cyclists, hikers, and property 
owners cannot make informed 

decisions to avoid the areas, or 
protect themselves from the her-
bicides,” the letter from Michael 
Rowe says. A

Opposition grows to herbicide spraying
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Ages 7 and up. New to the sport or have AAgegees 7 aandnd uup. NeNewew toto tthehe ssppoortrt oor hahavaveve 
experience, we have a camp for you.exexxppeerrieieencncce,e, wewe hahavve a campaveve a cacaammp for yfofoor yoouyouou.u.

Half day or full day option for boys and girls. Haalf day or full day option for boys and girls. Halallf ddayay oror fufululll ddayay opopptitioionon foforor bboyoysys anandnd gigiirlrlls. 
All the camps offer fundamental skill work, position work, AlAlll ththehe ccamampmpps ofoffffeferer fufunundnddamamemenentntatalal skkill work, pskikiilll wowororkrk, positipoosisitititioon wionon woorkwororkk,rk, 

scrimmages and games.scrimmages anscrcririimmmamagagegees and gamnd gamandnd gagamamees.mees.

650-725-9016
stanfordwaterpolocamps.comp p
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   SUMMER

 ADVENTURES
              START HERE

YMCA OF SILICON VALLEY 
2015 Summer Camp
Give your kids the chance to have fun, improve their  
health, learn new things and reach their potential—sign 
them up for an enriching summer experience with the Y! 
More than 30 locations throughout Silicon Valley.  

 Sign up today! 
ymcasv.org/summer
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Learning, Playing, Growing Together

Palo Alto Community Child Care 
(PACCC) invites kids to join our 

Details & Registration Available 
Online at paccc.org

WEEKLY CAMPS
June 8 - August 7, 
7:30am - 6:00pm

‘The broadcast spraying 
of herbicides cover our 
roadside ditches, which 
flow into our creeks, 

potentially contaminating 
our watersheds, wells 

and our health.’
PROTECT OUR WATERSHED,  

SAN MATEO COUNTY
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stanfordbaseballcamp.com

2015

Monday-Friday 
(Ages 7-12)

Week 1 
(June 15-19)

Week 2 
(June 22-26)

Week 3 
(July 6-10)

Baseball School
9am-12pm ($220)

Games Camp
1pm-4pm ($220)

Games Camp 
AM and PM

DEVELOPMENT CAMPS
PITCHING OR HITTING (AGES 12+)

ADV. PITCHING OR HITTING (AGES 12+)
DEFENSE (AGES 12+)

Athletics      Facilities      Klein Field    

SUMMER CAMPS

2015

650-362-4975 

Sacred Heart Schools, Atherton

Powered by Hi-Five Sports

June 15th - August 7th, 2015

 

Whether it’s to stay in shape, for summer fun or preparation for an 
upcoming season, students at Menlo School camps will work on 
developing skills, demonstrating sportsmanship and having fun! 
Camps are led by Menlo School coaches. 

Summer 2015 
All Grades Rising
GRADES 4-8:

GRADES 5-8: 

GRADES 6-12: 
 

Visit  Athletics > Camps  
or call 650.330.2001 ext. 2758

ATHLETICS CAMPS

The best jazz programs
in the world are in your backyard!
Have a jazz vacation this summer at Stanford. Our 
weeklong programs are taught by some of the top 
artists in jazz. Learn improvisation, perform in a jazz 
ensemble, and improve your technique.
For vocals, strings, and all instruments.

GIANT STEPS DAY CAMP
for middle school students ages 11 – 13

July 13 – 17

JAZZ CAMP
ages 12 – 17

week 1, July 19 – 24
week 2, July 26 – 31

JAZZ INSTITUTE
ages 17 and under  

by audition
August 2 – 7

stanfordjazz.org | 650-736-0324

 Keith C. Sorenson, the San 
Mateo County district attor-
ney from 1953 to 1982, died 
March 20 in his Redwood City 
home. He was 93.
 Mr. Sorenson played a major 
role in hiring Sandra Day 
O’Connor, now a retired U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice, as 
a deputy 
DA after 
she gradu-
ated from 
S t a n f o r d 
University 
law school, 
said cur-
rent Dis-
trict Attor-
ney Steve 
Wagstaffe.
 Mr. Sorenson hired Mr. 
Wagstaffe and his predecessor 
James Fox as deputy district 
attorneys.
 A native of Utah, Mr. Soren-
son grew up on a farm, where 
his routines included rising at 
4 a.m. to milk cows and collect 
eggs, according to a biography 
published by the San Mateo 
County History Museum. He 
had a bachelor’s degree and law 
degree from the University of 
Utah.
 He moved to Redwood City 
with his wife Maxine Swinson 
and worked for a private law 
firm before being hired as a 
deputy district attorney.
 He was appointed to succeed 
District Attorney Louis DeMat-
teis when Mr. DeMatteis took a 
judgeship. Mr. Sorenson served 
seven terms as district attor-
ney and retired in 1982. His 
responsibilities included that of 
county counsel, a position that 
has since been reorganized as a 
separate office with its own set 
of attorneys.
 San Mateo County had a col-
orful decade in the 1950s and 
Mr. Sorenson was instrumental 
in cleaning it up, Mr. Wagstaffe 
said. The county was corrupt 
and tainted, Mr. Wagstaffe 
said, by bookmaking, prostitu-
tion and gambling operations 
that were under the protection 
of law enforcement and other 
governmental officials.
 Mr. Sorenson sought and 
won the death penalty in three 
murder cases in which the vic-
tims were police officers, Mr. 
Wagstaffe said.
 Under Mr. Sorenson’s tenure, 
his office trained hundreds of 
deputy DAs, “and every one of 
them became better lawyers 
under his leadership,” Mr. 
Wagstaffe said. “He was a won-
derful role model and mentor 
to all prosecutors throughout 
his life.”

Former DA  
dies at 93

Keith Sorenson
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Code apps, design video games, mod with 
Minecraft, engineer robots, build websites, 

produce movies, and more

IGNITE YOUR CHILD’S PASSION

HELD AT 100+ CAMPUSES 
NATIONWIDE

and more

iD Tech Camps

iD Tech Mini

Alexa Café

Development Academy

FALL IN LOVE WITH THE GREAT OUTDOORS!
Experience trails, adventure hikes, and sleeping under the 

stars this summer. In this historic, traditional day camp youth 

can find miles of trails, woodlands, fields, streams, wildlife, 

and Boronda Lake, while enjoying spectacular views of the 

bay area. Learn a deep respect and love of nature, while 

creating long-lasting memories.

Find out about all that Foothills Camp  
has to offer at 

www.cityofpaloalto.org/foothillscamps

Ages 5 to 7

Ages 8 to 10

Ages 11 to 12

Ages 13 to 15

STRENGTHENING 
CHARACTER 
Overnight and Family Camps
YMCA CAMP CAMPBELL

Explore nature in the  
Santa Cruz Mountains,  
expand your interests, 
develop lasting values  
and life-long friendships  
and memories in a safe,  
enriching environment. 

SIGN UP TODAY
ymcacampcampbell.org
831 338 2128

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

I
nvestigators from the Menlo 
Park Police Department are 
looking for an accomplice 

of the man accused of backing a 
truck into a rear glass door of a 
downtown Menlo Park camera 
store on March 22, according to 
San Mateo County prosecutors.

The accomplice, said to be a 
woman, fled the scene at Mike’s 
Cameras at 715 Santa Cruz Ave. 
and is still at large, said Menlo 
Park police Sgt. Matthew Orte-
ga. Police are looking for her but 
have no identifying information 
beyond her gender, he said.

Meanwhile, the accused man 
— Joshua Lincoln Nelson, 46, of 
Daly City — appeared in court 
March 23 in Redwood City and 
pleaded not guilty to charges 
that include burglary, vandal-
ism and possession of stolen 
property, the District Attorney’s 
Office said.

After a witness called police 
around 5 a.m. Sunday, March 
22, police responded within 
about 40 seconds. An officer 
chased and captured a man 
dressed in black and wearing 
a ski mask. The man, who had 
run for about 20 yards, stopped 
when threatened with a Taser, 
prosecutors said.

A pair of bolt cutters was 
found near the door.

The incident left the camera 
store with damages of about 
$9,000. The truck, owned by 
ZipCar in San Francisco, had 
been stolen, prosecutors said.

Investigators ask that anyone 
with information about this 
incident call the Menlo Park 
Police Department at 330-6300 
or the anonymous tip line at 
330-6395. A

The annual Art/Sky sculp-
ture tours at the 583-acre 
Djerassi resident artists facil-
ity in Woodside are being 
held through November.

Three types of guided 
tours are available: six 
director tours ($50 per per-
son), 12 two-mile tours 
(free of charge) led by 
program volunteers; and a 
limited number of private 
tours. All tours require 
advance reservations.

The tours are strenu-
ous with steep uphill and 
downhill hiking. Reser-
vations will no longer be 
taken by telephone.

Visit tinyurl.com/djeras-
si131 for more information.

Cops look for 
accomplice

Sculpture tours



 Menlo Park residents may 
make appointments to drop 

off household hazardous 
waste materials on Saturday, 
April 11, between 8:30 a.m. 
and noon. The exact location 
will be announced after the 
appointment is confirmed.
 Acceptable items include 
acids, aerosol cans, automotive 
supplies such as motor oil and 
batteries, pesticides, paint and 
fluorescent light bulbs. 
 Go to smchealth.org/hhw to 
make the required appointment, 
or call 363-4718. Space is lim-
ited.

Students invited to 
submit artwork
 Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Menlo 
Park, is inviting students in her 
18th Congressional District to 
submit artwork for the 2015 
Congressional Art Competi-
tion. The winning artist in each 
congressional district will have 
the artwork displayed in the cor-
ridors of the U.S. Capitol for one 
year. 
 Work must be submitted by 5 
p.m. Thursday, April 23, to Rep. 
Eshoo’s Palo Alto office at 698 
Emerson St. 
 A local reception will be 
held to announce the winner 
and recognize all participants. 
The winner will be awarded 
two round-trip airline tickets 
to Washington, D.C., to attend 
a reception with other young 
artists at the unveiling of their 
works in the Capitol.
 Visit eshoo.house.gov for 
detailed guidelines.

Galway visitors
 Go to tinyurl.com/galway310 
to see Jim Lewis’ account of a 
recent visit by Galway, Ireland, 
officials to Menlo Park. There 
are photos of the visit with the 
Jim Lewis story and on the 
Photo Gallery page.
 Go to AlmanacNews.com/
photo_gallery to see the photos.

 Maia Chan 
Chamberlain, 
16, of Men-
lo Park has 
earned a spot 
on the U.S. 
team that will 
compete at the 
Sabre Cadet 
Fencing World 
Championship in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan, on April 2. 
 Chamberlain made the team 
by ranking second nationally 

after  six months of competition 
that included six international 
and five domestic tournaments. 
She and two teammates will 
compete against the top fencers 
under age 17 from 28 countries.
 Maia began fencing at age 9 
years. After she won a bronze 
medal at the 2007 Summer 
Nationals in San Jose nine 
months into the sport, her par-
ents, Warren Chamberlain and 
Lin Chan, encouraged her to 
continue.

Menlo Park teen competes 
in fencing championship
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N E W S

SUMMER at 
SAINT FRANCIS

SPORTS & ACTIVITY CAMP
MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMPS
H I G H  S C H O O L  C L A S S E S
ADVANCED SPORTS CAMPS

Camps for all ages

Register online 
www.sfhs.com/summer

Maia Chan 
Chamberlain

This information is based on reports from the Menlo Park 
Police Department and the San Mateo County Sheriff’s 
Office. Under the law, people charged with offenses are 
considered innocent unless convicted. Police received the 
reports on the dates shown.

WOODSIDE

Theft: An employee at Canada College left a tote bag on a 
chair near her workstation when she left the room on a break, 
but the bag was gone when she returned. A security camera 
in the room captured video of a man getting up and walking 
toward the chair, which is off camera, then walking back into 
view holding the bag. The bag was later found on a SamTrans 
bus, but a laptop computer and credit cards had been stolen 
from it. The credit cards were used at stores in Redwood City. 
March 17.

Stolen vehicle: Someone stole a vehicle in Burlingame that 
belonged to a resident of Canada Road.  March 16.

MENLO PARK

Residential burglaries:

 Someone stole an unlocked bike from an apartment complex 
carport on Coleman Avenue. Estimated loss: $700. March 24.

 Police arrested two people on burglary and conspiracy 
charges after they allegedly worked together to steal a credit 
card from someone in the 1000 block of El Camino Real, then 
used it to buy three gift cards. No estimate on losses. March 24.

 A resident of a house on Linfield Drive told police that some-
one broke the window of a glass door in the rear of the house, 
then entered the house and rummaged about. An initial exami-
nation showed nothing missing. March 23.

 Someone threw a rock through a glass door of a house on 
Pope Street and triggered an alarm, to which police responded. 
The homeowner searched the house and found nothing miss-
ing. March 25.

Auto burglary: With no sign of a break-in, someone entered a 
vehicle parked in a carport on Coleman Place, stole a bag con-
taining personal items, then dumped the bag and its contents in 
a nearby carport. No losses. March 23.

Thefts:

 A thief stole a woman’s purse from the trunk of an unlocked 
vehicle parked on Marsh Road. Inside the purse were eye-
glasses, cash and personal effects. Estimated loss: $1,565. 
March 20.

 A thief entered a house on Wallea Drive without breaking 
in, then left with jewelry from a box on a nightstand. Estimated 
loss: $1,325. March 25.

 A bike was stolen from the front yard of a house in the 1500 
block of Santa Cruz Avenue. Estimated loss: $500. March 23.

 Someone stole a bike parked in front of Oak Knoll School on 
Oak Knoll Lane. Estimated loss: $435. March 24.

 An unlocked bike was stolen from the 800 block of New-
bridge Street. Estimated loss: $300. March 21.

 A house on Monte Rosa Drive was robbed of a decorative 
bench in the front yard. Estimated loss: $200. March 24.

 Someone stole a purse from an unlocked vehicle parked on 
San Mateo Drive. Estimated loss: $142. March 23.

 The owner of a car parked on Fanita Way returned to find that 
his keys had been stolen from the ignition along with his vehicle 
registration. March 23.

 POLICE CALLS

Household waste drop-off



April 1, 2015 TheAlmanacOnline.com The Almanac 19

91 ISABELLA AVENUE, ATHERTON  |  $14,950,000
Masterfully remodeled estate in Menlo Circus Club Area  |  3 levels all serviced by

elevator  |  6 bed / 7 bath + 3 half baths  |  2 offices  |  Custom marble floors
Mahogany paneling and woodwork  |  Wine Cellar for ~2,500 bottles

Collector’s garage for up to 14 cars  |  Pool  |  Pool house  |  Tennis Court
~1.3 landscaped acres with koi pond  |  Menlo Park schools

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. 
However, neither seller nor listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or to purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation. 

gullixson.com

MARY GULLIXSON
650.888.0860

mary@apr.com
License# 00373961

BRENT GULLIXSON
650.888.4898
brentg@apr.com
License# 01329216

132 ISABELLA AVENUE, ATHERTON  |  $18,350,000
New Home build by Pinnacle Group   |  Menlo Circus Club area

Farro Essalat, Architect  |  6 bedroom suites  |  3 levels all serviced by elevator 
Theatre  |  Wine Cellar with tasting room  |  2 bedroom/1 bath guesthouse

2 car attached and 2-car detached garage  
 ~1.7 acre flag lot  |  Menlo Park schools

118 SELBY LANE, WEST ATHERTON  |  $14,980,000
Exceptional steel-frame and concrete construction   |   6 en-suite bedrooms 

3 levels all serviced by elevator  |  16-seat theatre   |  Oversized recreation room   
Wine cellar   |   Pool/spa   |   2 pavilions, one with BBQ kitchen

Private flag lot of approximately 1.22 acres 

240 CINNABAR ROAD, WOODSIDE  |  $13,800,000
Modern high-tech home on 3+ ac  |  Sweeping views of SF Bay
3 levels all serviced by elevator  |  4 beds/4 baths + 2 half baths

2 multi-room apartments  |  Underground commercial grade space for creators or
collectors  |  Parking for up to 8 cars  |  Infinity pool  |  Putting green  |  Play area 

132isabella.com

91isabella.com

118Selby.com

240Cinnabar.com
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Information and all acreage deemed 
reliable, but not guaranteed.

Scott Dancer
650.888.8199

scott@scottdancer.com
CalBRE# 00868362

2969 Woodside Road
Woodside, CA 94062

represented by Scott Dancer

www.scottdancer.com
Coldwell Banker
#1 Individual Agent, Woodside/Portola Valley Offices, 2013 & 2014
#1 Agent SF Peninsula, 2013
#3 Agent out of 85,000 Internationally, 2012

Woodside
OFFERED AT $8,950,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $3,595,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $5,950,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $4,995,000

Menlo Park
OFFERED AT $1,795,000

Portola Valley
OFFERED AT $1,675,000

Woodside
OFFERED AT $6,888,888

Portola Valley
OFFERED AT $2,495,000

Portola Valley
OFFERED AT $4,950,000

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD


