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OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY
OCTOBER 10 & 11, 1:30 - 4:30 PM

415 OLIVE STREET, MENLO PARK

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES IN WEST MENLO PARK

e Premier west Menlo Park location

¢ Move in today, remodel, or build new

Two-level floor plan with approximately 2,860 square feet
7 bedrooms and 3 full baths

Attached 2-car garage
e Large rear yard and deck

Lot size of approximately .27 acre (12,100 square feet)
Excellent Menlo Park schools

OFFERED AT $2,495,000

SALE PENDING
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1 Faxon Road, Atherton 57 N. Gate, Atherton 1845 Oakdell Drive, Menlo Park
Magnificent Estate in Menlo Circus Club Area Updated Cottage in Central Atherton Classic California Ranch
OFFERED AT $20,700,000 OFFERED AT $1,749,000 OFFERED AT $3,250,000

SOLD COMING SOON

7
' ATHERTON
Leon Way

Designer-finished country home
in a beautiful setting

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

10 Mount Vernon Lane, Atherton 510 Laurel Avenue, Menlo Park Sty giasslenes, g, end i
Sumptuous...Modern...Sophisticated Stylish Remodeled Home in Desirable Willows Call for details
OFFERED AT $8,450,000 OFFERED AT $2,499,000
For virtual tours of these properties, please visit www.tomlemieux.com
ToMm 650 465 7459 Ranked #50 Nationally,
LEMIEUX : The Wall Street Journal, 2015 PACIFIC
= tom@ton}lemleux.com ) UNION
tomlemieux.com Over $2 billion in sales since 1998
CalBRE# 01066910 Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.
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UPFRONT

Photo by Ron Hemphill

Justin Kitch sits in the new control room at his Menlo Park startup, Curious.com.

Curious about Curious.com?

By Kate Daly

Special to the AlImanac

curious,;” says Robert Red-

ford in the newly released
movie, “A Walk in the Woods”
That could be a slogan for the
Menlo Park online startup Curi-
ous.com.

The company’s target audience
is what co-founder and CEO Jus-
tin Kitch calls “lifelong learners
.. a large minority who believe
learning is a part of living.”

He goes on to describe them as
anyone who might listen to NPR,
“read newspapers and novels, and
watch National Geographic spe-
cials.”

On the website Curious.com,
they can continue to learn every-
thing from pole dancing to train-
ing a dog, blogging, giving a
TED talk and speaking another
language. Mr. Kitch estimates
that more that “25 percent of our
learners are overseas,” and many
use the lessons to learn English.

The company’s slogan is “grow
your skills.”

In under three years, Curious.
com has grown to where it offers
18,000 online lessons created by
1,500 teachers around the world.

(I ‘'m curious. I love being
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In most cases it seeks out the
teachers and then provides them
with a marketplace and platform.

About 90 percent of those on the
Curious.com platform were hand-
selected by the company “out of all
their peers on the Web,” Mr. Kitch
says. About half of the teachers
have done something on YouTube
or Vimeo.

Curious.com offers
18,000 online lessons
created by 1,500
teachers around the
world.

“Many have tried to sell their
content directly,” he says. “That’s
when they come to us. It’s very
hard to do.”

Several of his 25 employees are
called lesson wranglers. Their job
is to take material submitted in
different file formats and help turn
it into polished teaching blocks
that include quizzes, assignments
and attachments.

“We think of ourselves as a
media company,” says Mr. Kitch,
sitting in his office at the company
headquarters on the corner of

Middlefield and Willow roads in
Menlo Park.

In April the company added
another dimension: streaming
10 free video channels labeled:
brainy, tech, code, biz, craft,
music, photo, life, health and
food. They run ad-free all day and
night, and broadcast more than a
thousand introductory lessons at
scheduled times.

To dig deeper, learners can buy
Curious+ subscriptions for $14.99
amonth or $89.99 a year and gain
unlimited access to all the lessons
in the library, plus some interac-
tion with teachers. The company
keeps track of which lessons are
watched, and pays teachers based
on viewership.

A lot of people apply to become
teachers, but few make the cut,
he says. He recalls just one time a
teacher came in off the street and
landed a spot.

Sophie Maletsky of Sophie’s
World is more the norm. Her
planning business for children’s
events is based on the Peninsula
(she hosted a workshop on mak-
ing things out of duct tape at the
Menlo Park Library last year), but
on her personal YouTube chan-
nel she claims to have 9.5 million

See CURIOUS, page /8
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Is there anything exciting
out there to buy?

30+ years of
local knowledge.
Born in

Menlo Park.
Raised in
Atherton.

A Woodside
resident.

I was not even in the market
for a property or project like
this until  had a chance
encounter with Steve, and
asked the random question
“Is there anything exciting
out there to buy?” Next thing
I know I am in contract in

7 days to buy a 6 acre winery
in WOODSIDE with an
incredible history.

BRE# 01498634

650-743-7702
sgray@cbnorcal.com

San Mateo County
* K %

November 3, 2015 is an

ALL-MAILED BALLOT ELECTION
Easy * Convenient

Watch for your ballot in the mail the week of
October 5, 2015.

Voter Registration closes on
October 19, 2015.

Return your ballot by
Election Day, November 3, 2015.

Questions? Contact Us at:
www.shapethefuture.org | 650.312.5222
Follow us on Twitter @smcvote
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Office of Mark Church
Chief Elections Officer &
Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder
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After Pearl Harbor, to help
guard our rugged coast, the
Mounted Patrol of San Mateo
County evolved into a service
organization that
promotes community
charitable activities, equestrian
events and horsemanship.

The first horse came to
Woodside and Portola Valley
in 1769 with Gaspar de
Portola. They camped in a
nearby valley and discovered
the Bay. Now the Woodside
horse population is by far the
largest of any Peninsula town.

© Nancy Dunlop Cawdrey

The San Mateo County Sheriff's Mounted Search The beautiful 100 year old Folger Stable in
and Rescue Unit consists of civilans trained to Wunderlich County Park has been renovated
assist with search and rescue operations within the thanks to the efforts of over 600 community
county and provide mutual aid throughout the donors dedicated to preserving our equestrian
state. The unit also participates in parades, patrols, heritage. Public horse boarding will continue a

kids educational programs and is trained in large century old tradition at the stable.

animal rescue techniques.
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Adults and kids - over 20 clubs and organizations present - learn about horses and riding programs
Wells Fargo Stagecoach rides « Pony rides « Petting zoo « Horsey activities for kids « Live Music « Food

Watch a blacksmith and equine veterinarian in action « Woodside Community Museum Exhibit

See over 200 costumed riders along the Woodside Trails in celebration of this year’s theme, “Fiesta De Caballo”

Admission Free ¢ 10:00am to 2:30pm
www.whoa94062.org « whoa94062@sbcglobal.net * 650.380.6408

THE Thiry-O’Leary
7{4})5 Fnends of DAVI DOW m WELLS
. Famil AR
e WHOAI Lli!ﬂﬁ?ﬁiiﬂltllil FAM[LY U-]tIL y > 5

o i Hhoiabih THEREE A CURE
e THE VILLAGE PUE

««« In gratitude to Bill Lane, the initiator of this ad and a champion for the Woodside Day of the Horse e«
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As Facebook grows, it works to make
Belle Haven neighbors into friends

By Barbara Wood

Almanac Staff Writer

hen Facebook moved
its first employees into
the old Sun Micro-

systems campus in Menlo Park
in August 2011, some outsiders
were skeptical that the company
could survive, much less grow
to occupy the additional nearby
land Facebook owned.

How could a company make
money on a service it gave away,
a service based on, of all things,
relationships —
on networks of
friends?

Now, a mere
four years later,
Facebook is the
largest land-
owner in Men-
lo Park’s M-2 industrial area,
the area the city is now calling
the Bayfront. Soon, the number
of employees that work in Face-
book’s Menlo Park offices may
outnumber the residents of Belle
Haven, the residential area next
door to Facebook. Facebook says
about 5,500 of its 11,000 world-
wide employees work in Menlo
Park, and city statistics from
May 2015 show Belle Haven has
5,647 residents.

Facebook’s growth in Menlo
Park has been rapid. By Janu-
ary 2012, the company had
moved all of its employees from
its former Palo Alto offices to
Menlo Park. The Frank Geh-
ry-designed MPK-20 building,
which has room to eventually
hold 3,000 workers, was opened
in March of this year, across the
Bayfront Expressway from the
former Sun campus. (MPK-20
stands for the 20th Menlo Park
building.)

The growth spurt is far from
over. In July, Facebook presented
plans to eventually add two more
office buildings, each larger than
MPK-20, plus possibly a hotel,
to the land it owns between
Bayfront Expressway and Chilco
Street. The remodeling of an
180,000-square-foot warehouse
and distribution building on the

As Facebook grows, it
is paying attention to
its neighbors.

former TE Connectivity site into
an office building with a cafe is
already underway and scheduled
for completion mid-2016.

Facebook also owns the
56-acre Menlo Science and
Technology Park, east of Willow
Road near Bayfront Expressway.
Facebook is working with the
city to designate the property
for new housing and retail on
the site, along with more offices.
The city’s current version of the
plan for the area also shows the
Facebook property as the pos-
sible home of
a supermarket,
which has been
long requested
by Belle Haven
residents.

As Facebook
grows, it is pay-
ing attention to its neighbors.
The campus expansion plans
presented to the city in July
show a three- to four-acre public
green space between the two new
buildings, connecting to a public
pedestrian bridge that would
cross over Bayfront Expressway,
giving easy access from the Belle
Haven neighborhood, and the
Facebook campus, to the Bay
Trail.

The green space could be used
for events such as farmers’ mar-
kets, outdoor movies and more,
Facebook says.

Facebook also is working on
improving the Dumbarton rail
right-of-way, a 100-foot-wide
strip of land along the sparsely
used tracks that divide Belle
Haven from the M-2 industrial
area.

“It’s in the best possible loca-
tion” to promote biking, dog
walking or hiking, “or if you
wanted to have a victory garden,”
says John Tenanes, who heads
Facebook’s worldwide real estate
activities. “We’ve been working
with Caltrain and Samtrans, and
we think it’s possible.”

He compared the area to Man-
hattan’s High Line Park, built
on a no-longer-used elevated
railway. “This is our version —
the Low Line,” he says. A major

ATHERTON |

WooDsIDE |

— POSSIBLE BUILDING 24
Hotel 174,800 sf

APPROVED
BUILDING 23

~ [Renovation of /
300 Constitution) |
Office 180,108 sﬂl

7— BUILDING 22
| Office 462,486 sf

f— PUBLIC PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE ‘/
— BUILDING 21 '

PorRTOLA VALLEY

— EXISTING
BUILDING 20
ice
4432 226 st

ice & event space |

523,233 sf

?ﬁﬁ?‘ﬂ"" PP |
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Drawing courtesy city of Menlo Park

Facebook plans new development on land it owns between Bayfront Expressway and Chilco Street,
adjacent to the new Frank Gehry-designed MPK-20 building.

difference is that only the space
beside the Dumbarton tracks
would be used and the rail could
still accommodate trains.

The preliminary plans also
show a safer, more walkable
Chilco Street.

Facebook has already con-
tributed in other ways to the
neighborhood it borders. A
public tunnel under Bayfront
Expressway connects the north
and south sides of Facebook’s
campus, and bikers and walkers
to the Bay Trail. Facebook pays
the salary of a full-time police

officer for the neighborhood’s
new Hamilton Avenue substa-
tion, helps supporta community
garden in Belle Haven, recently
started a public Sunday farmers’
market and has many employees
volunteering inlocal schools and
other activities.

Mr. Tenanes says Facebook
is working hard to be a good
neighbor partially because the
company believes it will be in
Menlo Park for along, long time.
“If you think about Facebook,
we're not a developer,” he said in
a recent interview in the MPK-

20 building. “We're really here
for the long term, and it is an
investment. Were a neighbor.
We’re about integrating into the
community.”

Someday, in fact, many Face-
book employees may live in the
neighborhood as well as work
there. In the zoning being con-
sidered as part of the revisions to
Menlo Park’s general plan, thou-
sands of housing units could be
added to Facebook’s original
Menlo Park site (the former Sun

See BUILDING BRIDGES page 8

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac
Facebook’s vice president for real estate John Tenanes and community outreach manager Lauren Swezey on
the roof of Facebook’s MPK-20 building. They say they both have been active in working with the Belle Haven
neighborhood. On the cover: Facebook’s Lauren Swezey on the roof of Facebook’s MPK-20 building, with
the site of the proposed future development in front of her and the Belle Haven neighborhood to her left.
(Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac.)
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Community Health A3 Sutter Health

Education Programs

B Palo Alto Medical
Foundation

We Plus You

For a complete list of classes,
lectures and support groups,
or to register, visit

pamf.org/healtheducation.

All our lectures and events are free and open to the public.

October and November 2015

October

\ How Genetics and Genomics Affect Cancer Care
Oct. 13, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
- Join PAMF Oncology nurse navigator Frank delaRama, MSN,

-4 AOCNS, to discuss how the study of our inherited traits impacts
the diagnosis and treatment of cancer.

Palo Alto Center
795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto ® 650-853-4873

Medicare Update
Oct. 20, 6:30 to 8 p.m.

This year, the Medicare Enrollment period runs from October

15 through December 7. Join Health Insurance Counseling and
Advocacy Program (HICAP) of San Mateo County counselor
Marla Seidman to learn how to find a better deal, lower co-pays
and save money.

Attention Deficit and Hyperactive Disorder:
Unlock Your Child’s Potential
Oct. 28, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

¥ A

i\::"
Ve

" PAMF neurologist and pediatric neurology specialist Sarah
Cheyette, M.D., will talk about what is (and isn’t) ADD/ADHD, as
well as medication and non-medication approaches to treatment.

San Carlos Center
301 Industrial Road, Conference Room A, San Carlos ¢ 650-853-4873

November

Medicare Update

.r,,&f;ﬁ“r& © Now. 17, 6:30 to 8 p.m.

= o0 This year, the Medicare Enroliment period runs from October
15 through December 7. Join Health Insurance Counseling and
= Advocacy Program (HICAP) of San Mateo County counselor

Marla Seidman to learn how to find a better deal, lower co-pays
and save money.

San Carlos Center
301 Industrial Road, Conference Room A, San Carlos ¢ 650-853-4873
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Another alleged victim
steps forward in case
against former coach

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

s another alleged vic-
tim has come forward,
authorities have added

allegations of sexual activity with
a minor to the charges against
Julio Edgardo Ortiz, a former
coach at Selby Lane School in
Atherton and Clifford School in
Redwood City, according to San
Mateo County prosecutors.

Mr. Ortiz, who is 34 and a Red-
wood City resident, was already
in jail after being arrested in an
incident involving a 14-year-old
boy at a rest stop on Interstate
280 on Sept. 18. In connection
with that incident, he is facing
charges of oral copulation with
aminor under the age of 16, oral
copulation with a minor where
there is an age difference of 10
years, and child endangerment,
prosecutors said.

The new allegations involve
16 counts of a lewd act with a
youth under the age of 14 over a
period of 15 months — between
January 2013 and March 2014 —
while the youth was a player on
the Clifford School basketball
team, prosecutors said. This
alleged victim came forward fol-
lowing the publicity of the first
set of charges against Mr. Ortiz.

Monica Toole, Mr. Ortiz’s
attorney, was unavailable for
comment.

Mr. Ortiz is in custody on

bail of $1.5 million, up from the
original $500,000 bail, prosecu-
tors said. He has not yet entered
a plea, they said. A preliminary
hearing is set for 1:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Oct. 13, before Commis-
sioner Rachel Holt in Redwood
City Felony Court.

The initial arrest was made
late on the evening of Sept. 18 at
the 1-280 rest stop overlooking
the Crystal Springs reservoir.
Two California Highway Patrol
officers on patrol entered the
rest stop and were checking on
a blue 2012 Chevrolet Cruze
when they observed the alleged
sexual activities, deputies from
the Sheriff’s Office said.

The charges in that incident
include misdemeanor drunken
driving and driving on a sus-
pended license, prosecutors said.

In addition to his coaching
positions at the elementary
schools, Mr. Ortiz volunteered
as a coach for the Sheriff’s
Activities League, deputies said.

The elementary schools and
the activities league ended their
relationships with Mr. Ortiz in
2014 after he was arrested in
Santa Clara County for providing
alcohol to a minor, deputies said.

Investigators are asking anyone
with information on this or other
incidents involving Mr. Ortiz to
contact Detective Dan Hoss at
(650) 363-4066 or dhoss@smc-
gov.org. The anonymous tip line
is 1-800-547-2700. &

Firefighters looking into
cause of Filoli grass fire

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

ire investigators have not
Fyet settled on what started

a nearly five-acre grass
fire in the vicinity of Edgewood
and Canada roads on a north-
ern portion of the Filoli estate
in Woodside on Saturday, Oct.
3. The initial reported cause,
downed electrical wires, turned
out to be inaccurate, Fire Chief
Dan Ghiorso of the Woodside
Fire Protection District told the
Almanac.

Firefighters from San Mateo
County Fire, the California
Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection and the Woodside
district responded to a report
of a fire at about 5:50 p.m and
contained it within 10 minutes,
Chief Ghiorso said in an email.

There were no injuries and no
damage to buildings or other
structures, Cal Fire spokesman
Scott McLean said.

Quick action was the order of
the day. “Light flashy fuels” in
combination with some winds
were a threat to the fire crossing
Canada Road, the chief said. At
first, firefighters called for a full
response, including a bulldozer
and aircraft. The bulldozer was
instrumental in helping ground
crews contain the fire, but fire-
fighters canceled the aircraft,
the chief said.

Critical to the containment
was a section of the grounds that
had been gone over with a dis-
ker. “That really helped stop the
spread of the fire,” the chief said.
“If you notice in (the) Filoli
estate, they cut/disk every year
for this reason.” B
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Image courtesy of Stanford University

Stanford rendering shows a view of the proposed residential area of the project along El Camino Real.

Locals react to Stanford’s
new development plan

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

ince Stanford submitted
Sits new plan Sept. 28 for

its 8.4-acre property along
El Camino Real in Menlo Park,
city officials and residents have
voiced their opinions about the
mixed-use project.

In its latest proposal, Stan-
ford would reduce office space
to 145,000 square feet, increase
the number of rental apart-
ments to 215, keep retail at
10,000 square feet, and increase
open space, including the size
of a plaza near Middle Avenue.

City Council members who
weighed in said they are pleased
with the changes, but they want
to do more analysis.

“Menlo Park needs to acti-
vate its vacant lands on El
Camino Real, bringing life and
activity back into the affected
neighborhoods,” Mayor Cath-
erine Carlton said. “This proj-
ect, if done well, will contribute
to a coherent community fab-
ric.

However, she added that she
“was surprised not to see the
undercrossing that will link
Burgess Park to the plaza, pro-
viding easier and safer access to
the park, a safer route to school,
and better connecting Menlo
Park east to west.”

Councilman Peter Ohtaki
said decreasing office space
would help mitigate traffic, but
noted that adding anything to
the empty lots on the site would
increase traffic to the already
bottlenecked intersection at El

Camino Real and Ravenswood
Avenue.

“The Stanford project can
take place as long as we fix
that bottleneck,” he said. “It
will enhance the vitality and
vibrancy downtown.”

Councilman Rich Cline said
the new plans are “far and away
improved” in comparison with
earlier iterations. A primary
concern, he said, is traffic, but
he is “ready for us to all have a
discussion about it.”

‘The Stanford
project can take
place as long as we
fix that bottleneck
(at El Camino and
Ravenswood Avenue).’

COUNCILMAN PETER OHTAKI

John Kadvany, who said he
was speaking as a private citi-
zen and not as a member of the
Menlo Park Planning Com-
mission, said the new proposal
“looks like an improvement
in terms of the plaza location,
building design, scale and the
mix of residential and office
(space).”

He said he had continuing
questions about the project
and the streets it would affect,
including: whether an addi-
tional crosswalk would be
added at the street crossing at
El Camino Real and Middle
Avenue, how much Stanford
will commit to supporting a

pedestrian and bike tunnel
under the tracks to the Civic
Center, and whether land cur-
rently occupied by rarely used
parking spots in the Big 5
Sporting Goods lot could be
used for the development of the
tunnel.

Former councilman Steve
Schmidt and former planning
commissioner Patti Fry said
they had wanted to see clearer
commitments by Stanford to
building a pedestrian tunnel
beneath Caltrain to enable a
safer crossing to Burgess Park
and the Civic Center area.

Both were proponents of
Measure M, the ballot pro-
posal, defeated by voters, that
would have limited office
development along El Camino
and downtown

Mr. Schmidt said he thought
that a tunnel at El Camino
Real and Cambridge Avenue,
instead of at El Camino Real
and Middle Avenue, might be
a more feasible option.

“The tenants of Stanford’s
housing should be able to
access the city’s park, library
and Civic Center,” he said.
“Stanford should be willing to
pay for the construction of the
undercrossing.”

Ms. Fry also said she was
“pretty disappointed that
there’s no commitment to fund-
ing the tunnel,” and said she
wants to see what effect the
project would have on the jobs-
housing ratio, a measure of the
number of jobs the new space
would create versus the number
of people it can house. &

by Monica Corman

Helping Your Children
Buy Property (!

Dear Monica: I am helping my
son buy a property by giving
him the down payment, but
I think I must do more. I am
frustrated that even with my
help, he cannot purchase a
home? Leslie C.

Dear Leslie: It is a difficult time
for buyers. The market is so
competitive and there are lots of
cash buyers. One of the things you
can do, if you are able, is use your
cash to purchase a property, which
will allow you to close escrow
very quickly, and then let your son
take out a mortgage immediately
after close. This would still be
considered a purchase money loan
which means that he will have the

ability to deduct the interest on the
loan and other expenses. He has
no more than ninety days to put a
loan on the property to qualify it
this way. Once he has the loan he
can transfer the proceeds to you.

You can also buy a property with
your son, if you are financially
able. He can own a percentage and
SO can you, as tenants in common.
You can maintain this arrangement
for the long term, or gift or sell
it to your son over time. Talk to
your financial advisor about the
rules that apply to this type of
transaction. It is good that you are
able to help him because this will
make the process easier for him. I
hope you find something soon.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
T also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

YVONNE FAISAL

Yvonne is the Coordinator
of Systems and Innovation
at the Priory. She is an
honors graduate from Drury
University with a Bachelor
of Arts in Mathematics

and Physics, and holds

a Bachelor of Science in
Electrical Engineering from
Washington University.

She loves to teach, acting as a guide to the world of

science and critical thinking.

She is heartened to see

students grow and become enthusiastic learners.

She has developed two new Tinker Labs at the Priory.

When asked about awards and accomplishments, Yvonne
says, "My daughters are the greatest gift or award |

could ever receive.”

ONE OF THE MANY REASONS TO SEND YOUR CHILD TO:

Woodside Priory School

PRIGRY

Admissions Office
302 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028

650.851.8223 m www.PrioryCA.org

OPEN HOUSE For prospective students and families

Middle School Program (Grades Six to Eight)
Saturday, November 14, 2015 - 10 AM
Saturday, December 5, 2015 — 10 AM

Upper School Program (Grades Nine to Eleven)
Saturday, November 14, 2015 - 2 PM

Saturday, December 5, 2015 —

2PM

For information and to R.S.V.P. contact Admissions at 650.851.8223
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Belle Haven residents give Facebook a thumbs up

By Barbara Wood

Almanac Staff Writer

a positive relationship with residents
of the Belle Haven neighborhood
adjoining their headquarters.

It is difficult to find Belle Haven resi-
dents who don’t agree.

An Almanac reporter met with a num-
ber of Belle Haven residents in the past
several months, many of them known to
be outspoken advocates for their neigh-
borhood, to ask them about the newcomer
in their midst.

They range from Rose Bickerstaff, who
has lived in Belle Haven for more than 40
years, to Juliana Parker, a 16-year-old who
has been there for eight years.

Rachel Bickerstaff, the president of the
Belle Haven Neighborhood Association,
says she “married into the neighborhood”
when she married Rose’s son David, and
brought up two daughters there who are
now 17 and 21.

“It’s been all pros for me as far as Face-
book being in the neighborhood,” Rachel
Bickerstaff says. “They care about what we
want.”

Vicky Robledo says that her biggest
concern about Facebook “is how their
community is going to integrate into
our community.” While most Facebook
employees are white, Asian or from India,
“our community is black and Latino,” she
says. “Belle Haven is such a wonderful
diverse community.”

Sheryl Bims says that while traffic is bad
in the area, if “Facebook just disappeared,
I'd still be stuck not being able to get out
of my driveway.”

Whitney Hoermann says she agrees
that “Facebook is doing a lot of really good

Facebook officials say they have built

BUILDING BRIDGES

things,” and in fact “they get asked to do,
and they agree to do, way too much.”

“That bothers me,” she says. “They are
paying for things the city doesn’t pay for.”

Rose Bickerstaff says that “all the things
that have been proposed and have been
done by Facebook have been very attrac-
tive and an improvement to this commu-
nity.”

It would be surprising to find Juliana
Parker saying anything bad about Face-
book. The company’s founder, Mark
Zuckerberg, has been a mentor for her and
three other local students since they were
in eighth grade.

“Every month we do a dinner,” she says.
“We have one-on-ones and he asks us
about our grades. He makes sure were

doing OK academically, emotionally.”

And if that’s not enough, Juliana also
did a six-week internship for Facebook
this summer along with 20 other stu-
dents from Menlo Park, East Palo Alto
and San Francisco. As part of her intern-
ship, she traveled to London. “T got to
learn a little bit about what it’s like to
work for Facebook,” she says.

While Juliana says some of her friends’
rent has gone up so much they are
afraid they may have to move out of the
area, she thinks the neighborhood has
improved.

“I've noticed a change in the commu-
nity,” she says. “It’s actually pretty quiet
now.” With the new police substation and
other changes, “now I feel so much safer,”

she says.

Ramon Sanchez, whose backyard
gate opens to the community garden
that Facebook is helping the Rotary
Club of Menlo Park support, says he is
just happy to have a place where he can
smell a tomato that “reminds me of my
grandparents’ village in Mexico for some
reason.”

Rachel Bickerstaff says her 21-year-old
daughter Mercedes, who will graduate
from the University of Arizona in Decem-
ber, also did a Facebook internship. Where
is Mercedes hoping to work when she
graduates?

Facebook.

“They love her, and she loves them,”
Rachel Bickerstaff says. &

"

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Ramon Sanchez, whose backyard opens onto this community garden, says he is happy to have a place where he can smell
tomatoes that remind him of his grandparents’ village. Facebook is helping the Rotary Club of Menlo Park support the garden.

continued from page 5

Microsystems property) as well
as on Facebook’s Willow Road
property.

New housing is also being built
near Facebook. Greenheart Land
Company has a 195-unit build-
ing under construction, and a
few miles away, St. Anton’s is
building 394 units off Haven
Avenue near Marsh Road. Face-
book is subsidizing 15 of the St.
Anton’s units so they will be
affordable to low-income ten-
ants, and the company is work-
ing on making it easy to bike
between Facebook and the new
complex.

Listening to its neighbors is
not new, Facebook says. “When
we first moved here, we made
friends with the local city offi-
cials, the city manager, the city
council; but also the local com-
munity,” Mr. Tenanes says. “I
think we’ve done really well in
terms of connecting with them.”

The new buildings Facebook
has proposed for the former TE

Connectivity property will also
be designed by Gehry Partners.

Like MPK-20, parking will be
tucked under the buildings to
hide cars from view and allow
more landscaping and less pav-
ing. Bridges would join the
buildings together.

The model made to help design
the new development includes
Belle Haven as well as Facebook
buildings. “We’re starting to
think about the neighbors, and
that’s why the neighborhood
is included in the model,” Mr.
Tenanes says. “Were thinking
beyond just this building ... how
do we fit into the neighborhood
at the right scale.”

The proposed MPK-21 and
MPK-22 buildings will “address
some of the scale and geom-
etry of the community,” he says.
“There’s more movement, the
roofs are a lower scale, theyre
sloped” and the building’s exte-
rior has more articulation, or
distinct changes in form, he says.
Landscaping will help the build-
ing blend in, especially from a
distance.
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Improving the view from the
neighborhood won't be difficult.
Today the TE Connectivity site
as seen from Belle Haven is a

view of loading docks, garbage
dumpsters and towering indus-
trial tanks screened only by
chain link fences and scraggly

vegetation.
Facebook plans to demolish the

See BUILDING BRIDGES, page /6

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

This view from the roof of Facebook’s new MPK-20 building shows the former TE Connectivity site, where
Facebook plans its next phase of development, as well as the Dumbarton rail right-of-way and the Belle Haven
neighborhood beyond. Gehry Partners, Frank Gehry’s architecture firm, will design the new buildings.
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Seeking to renew harmony in
Town Hall, council hires help

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

hen Portola Valley cel-
ebrated its 50th anni-
versary in 2014, a key

theme was the town’s success at
maintaining its pastoral charac-
ter, a hard-won achievement by
volunteers working with a Town
Hall staff noted for an interior
harmony that complemented its
relations with the community.

If that harmony was as real as
it’s said to have been, that fabric
has been frayed by recent events
and the Town Council has hired
help as it tries to restitch it, may-
be with more modern threads.

Kick-starting this effort was
the Aug. 12 “involuntary resig-
nation” of then town manager
Nick Pegueros, who was hired in
May 2012. The council had seen
him as doing a “great job” until
around mid-summer, Council-
man Craig Hughes told the
Almanac.

Council members gave Mr.
Pegueros a new contract in
October 2014 and a pay raise in
April. In July, they began a series
of closed-door sessions to evalu-
ate his job performance.

The public may never know
why Mr. Pegueros left. A full
discussion is hampered by his
contract, which forbids the coun-
cil or staff from talking about
details of his departure beyond
what was agreed to in the press
release that announced it — a
clause that may have been added
in December, Mr. Hughes said.

Town Hall staff, already small
at 13 but notable for its long-
term employees, had gotten
smaller. At the time the closed
sessions began, Deputy Town
Planner Karen Kristiansson and
Recreational Facilities Coordi-
nator Tony Macias were gone,
and Administrative Services
Manager Stacie Nerdahl had
given notice.

At the council’s Sept. 23
meeting, Councilwoman Ann
Wengert said staff had “(in)
adequate processes ... to be able
to move forward when they felt
like they didn’t have direction
from us, or any internal support
systems they needed to address
any conflicts they were having
internally.”

H PORTOLA VALLEY

Shocks and clashes

The events surrounding Mr.
Pegueros’ departure were a
“shock,” Mr. Hughes told the
Almanac. To “help smooth
things out and prevent some-
thing similar from happening
again,” Mr. Hughes said, “and
also to take care of the situation
as it exists today,” the council
hired Leadership Balance, an
executive-coaching consultant
based in Eagle, Idaho.

According to Leadership Bal-
ance’s contract, the town govern-
ment is “taking action to address
the situation and stabilize the
staff situation to maintain a high
level of support and services
to the community. They have
requested assistance to provide
specific and targeted coaching
and support to the interim town

Town staff lacked
‘support systems they
needed to address any

conflicts they were
having internally.’

COUNCILWOMAN ANN WENGERT

manager and staff, as well as
working with the Town Coun-
cil members to become more
actively involved in oversight and
accountability for the team.”

The council heard from com-
pany principals Cathy Light
and Bobbie LaPorte, who had
interviewed council members.
In a report, they outlined coun-
cil members’ views, but without
attaching names to comments.

The interviews revealed clashes,
they said. “Council seems to be not
aligned in terms of how they see
the vision for the town moving for-
ward,” Ms. LaPorte said. “There’s
definitely a difference of opinion
between the five of you about how
... we maintain the 1964 consensus
and keep to those values.”

A balancing act

The “1964 consensus,” as for-
mer mayor Steve Toben called it
at a September 2014 community
meeting, is taken from the gen-

eral plan and creates “an overall
impression of open space, natural
terrain and vegetation, inter-
rupted minimally by the works
of people” while “the presence of
development at night is difficult to
determine.” Residents should be
able to see the stars and hear the
sounds of nature, Mr. Toben said.

That consensus is based on
the “building blocks” of qual-
ity town leadership and staff;
zoning and building regula-
tions; and “high-octane” citizen
engagement, he said.

Is that template sufficient?
Leadership Balance’s report on
council interviews included this
comment: Staff like Town Hall’s
informal culture, but efficiency
and progress are important.
Maybe it’s a balancing act. May-
be the town should be run “more
like a business than as a family.”

Councilman John Richards
said he saw that comment
as being contradictory to the
town’s past and future evolution.

The comment was “a throw-
back,” Ms. Wengert said, to Mr.
Pegueros’ tenure and tension
among staff over his view that
Town Hall needed to be “more
professional, however that’s
defined.”

Mayor Jeff Aalfs said he saw
the business-versus-family com-
ment as “the heart” of the issue.
“We’ve sort of run (Town Hall
in a way) that feels like family,”
he said, “but the work load here
has gotten more complicated.”

Staff does face new demands,
Mr. Hughes said. “We are going
to have to modernize” to give
residents easier access to town
records, but without significant
effects on staff routines, he said.

Councilwoman Maryann Moi-
se Derwin said she didn’t sense
much of a problem between staff
and the community, and that a
familial tone and professionalism
are not mutually exclusive.

Leadership Balance will be
coaching Interim Town Man-
ager Debbie Pedro while the
council searches for a new man-
ager, a process expected to take
three months. The company will
assist the council on matters
such as developing a “format” by
which council members can
communicate with staff, accord-
ing to the contract. &

Menlo Park holds Halloween party for teens

Teenagers ages 13-18 are
invited to a Halloween party
and pumpkin carving contest
at the Menlo Park Library
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 23.

Pumpkins and tools will be
provided and. there will be
snacks. Teens will leave with
their own carved pumpkin and
will be entered into a contest to
decide the favorite.

Go to tinyurl.com/
carve329 for more informa-
tion. Registration is required
for this free event. The
library is at 800 Alma St. in
Menlo Park.

Chris Stivers
June 1, 1965 - September 5, 2015

Christopher C. Stivers, a resident of Berkeley, passed away
September 5, 2015 while vacationing in Vietnam. Chris
recently retired from the UC Berkeley Athletics department,
where he was Associate Director for Compliance for the
past 15 years. Chris was doing what he loved most, traveling
the world.

Chris is survived by his mother, Dorothy Stivers of
Atherton, and three sisters, Katie Stivers of Menlo Park,
Sarah Camp of Antelope, and Hope Stivers of Redwood
City. He is predeceased by his father, Edward Stivers.

Chris grew up in Atherton, attended Menlo-Atherton
High School, and received his undergraduate degree in
Economics at UC Berkeley, and a JD at UC Hastings College
of the Law. He made his career in College Athletics, first at
the University of Colorado Boulder and then at UC Berkeley.

A tribute for Chris will be held on Wednesday, October
14, 2015 at 4:00 pm in the Club Room at Haas Pavilion,
Berkeley, and a celebration of his life will be held Friday,
October 16, 2015 at 2:00 pm in the Jennings Pavilion at
Holbrook Palmer Park, Atherton. Donations in Chris’
name can be made to the Cal Athletics Fund.

Link: https://give.berkeley.edu/fund/?f=FF0520000

PAID OBITUARY

Saturday Oct. 10
Woodside Day of the Horse

Sponsored by WHOA! - Woodside-area Horse Owners Association

Join us at the Horse Fair, for free (Woodside Town Hall 10-2:30). Ride the Wells
Fargo Stagecoach, listen to a horse’s heartbeat, learn all the horse activities in this
area & more! Or pre-register for the Progressive Ride and ride through Wood-
side’s beautiful Town trails (1 1-2). Proceeds go towards the preservation of the
rural heritage, which horses support.
www.whoa94062.org

Sunday Oct. ||

Woodside Pumpkin Festival
Sponsored by the Mounted Patrol of San Mateo County

Bring the kids and enjoy pony rides, bouncy house, a haunted house and petting
zoo while you find the great pumpkin for your little one at the Mounted Patrol
Grounds. Hamburgers, hot dogs, beer; wine, soft drinks are available. A portion
of the proceeds benefit schools and equestrian causes in the area. Daily horse
events in the arena. 9 am to 5 pm. Free admission.
www.Woodsidepumpkinfestival.com
Look it up on Facebook!

Saturday|Sunday ¢ Oct. 17 & 18
Woodside Pumpkin Festival - Continues

Only 2 minutes from downtown Woodside. Why drive for 2 hours to Half
Moon Bay? A portion of the proceeds benefits schools and equestrian
causes in the area. Mounted Patrol Grounds. 9 am to 5 pm. Free admission.
www.Woodsidepumpkinfestival.com

Saturday|Sunday Oct.24 & 25 A

Woodside Pumpkin Festival - Final weekend

Final days of the festival. Enjoy quality family time while searching for the pumpkin
that is perfect for you. Help support local schools and equestrian activities in the
area. Mounted Patrol Grounds. 9 am to 5 pm. Free admission.
www.Woodsidepumpkinfestival.com “@
.-'#\_

Events are held at the Mounted Patrol Grounds,
521 Kings Mountain Road,Woodside.
See map at http://www.mpsmc.org

The Mounted Patrol Foundation, a 501¢3 supports all of the events above,
and is assisting in the advertising of events.
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1199 North Lemon Avenue, Menlo Park
Offered at $1,788,000

Incredible Investment Opportunity

This oversized corner lot of nearly a quarter acre (per county) is centrally

located and includes two stand-alone homes. The first home is a charming
1 bedroom and 1 bathroom with over 1,000 sq. ft. (per seller), while the
second is a 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom residence of approx. 600 sq. ft. (per
seller). Shaded by mature trees, this extensive, attractively placed property
is located near Stanford University and it enjoys all of the conveniences
along the Alameda and Santa Cruz Avenue, including many great shops
and restaurants. This great property would serve equally well as a rental
or for an extended family, plus it provides plenty of space for expansion
or even new construction. The main home includes a living room with
a fireplace and a charming eat-in kitchen, while the detached rear
residence adjoins a sizable outdoor retreat with a heated swimming
\ pool, a spa, and a pool-house with an additional half bath. You will
- be within walking distance of Hillview Middle (API 950), while
~ other terrific schools nearby include Oak Knoll Elementary (API
~ 961) and Menlo-Atherton High (buyer to verify eligibility).

. For video tour & more photos, please visit:
. www.1199NorthLemon.com

Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm
Complimentary

deleon Ken DeLeon Michacl Repka Lunch & Lattes
' CalBRE #01342140 CalBRE #01854880

650.488.7325 | info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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155 Sunrise Drive, Woodside

Offered at $3,498,000
Striking Custom Home with Updated Amenities

Offering truly remarkable views that reach San Francisco Bay, this custom-
built 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home of 4,742 sq. ft. (per seller) features
a hillside lot of 4.7 acres (per seller) and seamlessly blends Mid-Century
Modern design with spacious living areas, original features, and updated
amenities. The striking interior is outfitted with walls of glass, high
ceilings, skylights, and dual-zone heating and cooling, while fine, light-
filled spaces include a living/dining room ensemble with a fireplace, an
airy master suite, and an immense bonus room. Fine features include
a wine cellar, a large home office, and an oversized three-car garage,
while outdoor highlights include a Zen-inspired gravel court and an
expansive wraparound deck with a barbecue. Within this home’s
scenic Skywood setting, you will be just minutes from popular local
attractions like Alice’s Restaurant. Thornewood Open Space Preserve
and Wunderlich County Park are also close by and provide inviting
trails. Excellent schools include Ormondale Elementary (API 923),
Corte Madera Middle (API 937), and Woodside High (buyer to
verify eligibility).
For video tour & more photos, please visit:
www.155Sunrise.com

#: ' el
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Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm

. |
(rll }' Complimentary

deleon Ken Deleon Michael Repka Lunch & Lattes
CalBRE #01342140 CalBRE #01854880
650.488.7325 | info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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Challenger gives incumbent poor grades for attendance

m Data is disputed;
moderator warns
of inappropriate
comments.

By Barbara Wood

Almanac Staff Writer

challenger for a seat on

Agle board of the Woodside

lementary School District

is accusing an incumbent of poor
board meeting attendance.

During an Oct. 1 League of
Women Voters election forum,
challenger Joel Hornstein brought
up incumbent Kevin Johnson’s
attendance record in response to a
question from the audience about
how the candidates saw their
board roles.

“Frankly, Kevin hasnt been a
part of a lot of board meetings,”
Mr. Hornstein said. “He has
missed just about one in three
board meetings over the entire
term and is running at just over 50
percent this year.” Those figures,
however, appear to be exaggerated.

Mr. Johnson denied that he had
missed so many meetings, and
sought his attendance record from
the district office the following
day. Board attendance records
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supplied by Mr. Hornstein, and
separately by the district, show
Mr. Johnson has been absent on
nine meeting dates in his four
years on the board, or a little more
than 16 percent of the 54 meetings
over that period.

In the 2014-15 school year, Mr.
Johnson missed two meetings out
of 13, 0r 15 percent. Since January
2015, Mr. Johnson has missed two
board meetings out of 10, or 20
percent.

The discrepancies appear to be
in how Mr. Hornstein counted
“missed.” Both sets of records say
Mr. Johnson attended three meet-
ings via conference call, which
Mr. Hornstein counted as missed
meetings. Mr. Hornstein says Mr.
Johnson also left three meetings
and two phone meetings early
and “missed multiple votes,” and
he included those meetings as
“missed” as well.

Mr. Hornstein’s figures also did
not include four meetings that the
district said Mr. Johnson attended,
and he counted him absent twice
on one day with two meetings.

A few questions later in the
forum, after the candidates were
asked if Woodside’s middle school
is comparable to other area middle

EXPERIENCE THE CONCERT

PREMIERE OF MY LAl

The infamous 1968 massacre of
Vietnamese villagers by American soldiers

at My Lai provides the context for this

gripping new work by Stanford faculty

composer Jonathan Berger. Using

traditional Vietnamese percussion and
digitally processed sounds, My Lai is told
from the perspective of the heroic

helicopter pilot who tried to stop the

slaughter and was vilified for reporting it.

H WOODSIDE

schools, Mr. Hornstein said: “As
many of you know, Kevin sent
his elder two children to private
school for sixth grade,” adding
that Mr. Johnson’s middle child is
“now back with us.”

At that point Mr. Johnson inter-
rupted Mr. Hornstein, saying that
his oldest child, in fact, attend-
ed Woodside Elementary from
the third grade, when the fam-
ily moved to Woodside, through
eighth grade. He also emotionally
denied Mr. Hornstein’s comments
about his middle child, a son.

Mr. Johnson said his son had
stayed at Nueva School when the
family moved from San Mateo.
But this year, his son chose to
attend Woodside for eighth grade,
Mr. Johnson said, to go to school
with his fourth-grade brother and
Woodside friends, and to prepare
for high school in a more tradi-
tional middle school environment.

Mr. Hornstein later called the
Almanac and said: “I made an
error in judgment,” in singling out
Mr. Johnson’s son and repeating
incorrect information. He said,
and Mr. Johnson confirmed, that
he called him and apologized.

Photo by Barbara Wood/The Almanac

The three candidates, from left, are incumbents Silvia Edwards
and Kevin Johnson and challenger Joel Hornstein.

Following the exchange about
the middle school, League of
Women Voters moderator Ellen
Kitamura made her own inter-
ruption. “T want to stress that we
are trying to inform the audience
about your positions on the issues,
and the personalization of some of
these issues is not appropriate in
this forum,” she said. “These are
the league’s rules.”

Three candidates

There are three candidates run-
ning for two seats on the board of
the one-school district.

All the candidates have children
at the school, and all said they have
unique skills to bring to the board.

Silvia Edwards, who was
appointed to the board in May,
said her background in construc-
tion is valuable as the district com-
pletes several major construction
projects. She serves on the Wood-
side board’s facilities committee
and its collective bargaining com-
mittee.

Like the other two candidates,
she has a law degree. She worked
as a special assistant U.S. attorney
from 2001 to 2003; she is not cur-
rently practicing law.

Mr. Johnson is a practicing
attorney with Quinn Emanuel in
Redwood Shores and is complet-
ing his first four-year term on the
board. He said his experience as a

See CHALLENGER, page 14
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KRONOS QUARTET
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SATURDAY, OCT 10
BING CONCERT HALL
STANFORD UNIVERSITY

LIVE.STANFORD.EDU
650.724 BING (2464)
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PARTNERING WITH STANFORD HEALTH CARE
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“By collaborating with
other Stanford Medicine
doctors, we’re giving
our patients world-class
personalized care.”

-Dr. Mariam Manoukian
Internal Medicine, Mountain View

Many local physicians across the Bay Area have partnered with Stanford Health Care. It’s a collaborative % Stanford

relationship that lets your personal physician remain your personal physician while offering you and your family
leading-edge personalized care. You'll have direct access to Stanford Medicine specialists, treatments and
technology, as well as to resources like online health management. Welcome to the benefits of shared expertise right in your community.

There are now more than 250 local Stanford Medicine-affiliated physicians throughout the Bay Area. Find one near you at

stanfordhealthcare.org or call 844-394-6907.

HEALTH CARE

PRACTICES IN MENLO PARK AND MOUNTAIN VIEW

A Menlo Medical Clinic Manoukian Medical Group
N\ 1300 Crane St., Menlo Park, CA 94025 2500 Hospital Dr., STE 4A, Mountain View, CA 94040

321 Middlefield Rd., Menlo Park, CA 94025
Midpeninsula Surgical Associates

Stephen Ling, Internal Medicine Geeta Krishnapriyan, Internal Medicine

2500 Hospital Dr., STE 4B, Mountain View, CA 94040 Munir Javed, Internal Medicine
2204 Grant Rd., STE 203, Mountain View, CA 94040

Practices operated by University HealthCare Alliance.
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THE A. JEss SHENsON REcCITAL

SERIES AT STANFORD

Sunday, October 11th at 2:30 p.m.
EUGENE BRANCOVEANU, BARITONE
LAURA DAHL, PIANO

Program: Jonathan Berger (world premiere),
Brahms, Lowe, Schubert, and Sviridov

Tickets: $15 general | $10 seniors | $10 students
Stanford students free with SUID
Monday, October 12th at 4:30 p.m.

EUGENE BRANCOVEANU MASTERCLASS
Masterclass 1s free and open to the public.

Wl ; T4 Both events are at Campbell Recital Hall.
AT STANFORD TICKETS.STANFORD.EDU | (650) 725-2787

¥ ﬁ_..
FINE CHINESE PAINTINGS
AND WORKS OF ART

Invitation to Consign

We provide complimentary auction estimates.
Consignments are now invited for auctions in
Hong Kong, New York, and S.an Brancisco.

+1 (323) 436 5587 B
tiffany.chao@bonhams.com &+

ZHANG DAQIAN (1899-1983)
Splashed-Ink Autumn Landscape, 1965
Sold for $509,00¥

¥ . Bonhams

AL
bonhams.com/asian

e
© 2015 Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers Corp. All rights reserved. Bond No. 57BSBGL0808"
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Cops win statewide award
for crime-reduction work

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

nity policing efforts in the

Belle Haven community, the
Menlo Park Police Department
has been awarded the statewide
Helen Putnam Award for Excel-
lence in Public Safety.

The award, presented Sept.
30 by the League of California
Cities at its conference in San
Jose, recognizes the work the
department has done in the
Belle Haven area over the last
two years.

From 2013 to 2014, the num-
ber of crimes committed in
Belle Haven fell by 42 percent
and in all of Menlo Park by 12
percent, the police department
says. Traffic
collisions fell
by 15 percent
during the
same period,
according to a

I n recognition of its commu-

city report.
In 2013,
Belle Haven

was home to
serious gang-
related violence. By analyz-
ing crime data, the police
department learned that most
shootings came from three
neighborhood properties. The
police worked with community
members to help the tenants of
these places find other housing.
Within six months, the shoot-
ings stopped, the report says.

The department also col-
laborated with residents and
business owners to form a com-
munity advisory group, which
hosted monthly meetings and
encouraged people to voice
their concerns to law enforce-
ment officers.

The advisory group took a
leadership role in developing
new plans to enforce traffic
around Menlo Park schools
and strengthen neighborhood
watch groups. The members
also created volunteer “Citizen’s
Academy” and “Youth Acad-

From 2013 to 2014,
the number of crimes
committed in Belle
Haven fell by 42 site

percent.

emy” educational programs to
inform residents about local
government and police opera-
tions.

Building relationships with
members of the community
has been a crucial part in
boosting communication and
trust between residents and the
police department, said Police
Chief Robert Jonsen. Now, he
said, “Belle Haven neighbor-
hood relationships are the best
I've experienced in a long time.”

The department also part-
nered with Facebook in 2014,
which helped the department
pay for a new police service
center on the east side of Menlo
Park. Their former service
center, on Newbridge Street
and Willow Road, had bars on
the windows.
Chief Jonsen at
the time insist-
ed that they
immediately
begin search-
ing for a new

“If the police
department
needs bars on
their windows, then we have
issues,” he said. The new space,
located at Hamilton Avenue
and Willow Road, opened in
April 2014, and was designed
to emulate Facebook’s “open,
friendly, feel,” Chief Jonsen
said.

Facebook also funds a full-
time police officer, Mary Fer-
guson, to work with at-risk
youth, making Menlo Park the
first law enforcement agency in
the county to have a full-time
officer funded by a private
company, the department says.

ChiefJonsen said he takes most
pride in the lack of gang shoot-
ings in Menlo Park since Novem-
ber 2013. He gives primary
credit to the Belle Haven com-
munity for its role in creating
change and reducing crime.
“That doesn’t just come from law
enforcement,” he said. “That’s
from the community.” &

CHALLENGER

continued from page |2

litigator has come in handy during
his term because the district has
had legal issues on almost every
board agenda.

Mr. Johnson also has a degree
in electrical engineering. “T'm a
critical thinker and a strategic
thinker,” he said. “What I think
I bring to the board is pragmatic,
practical risk assessment.”

Mr. Hornstein said his back-
ground in finance could fill a

board gap. He also has experi-
ence on other boards, both non-
profit and for-profit. He serves
on the school’s site council and
technology committee and is
often on the campus and avail-
able, he said.

He has “a great deal of flexibil-
ity in how I manage my hours,
which is really important to me,”
he said. &

Read more about the candidates
and the Almanac’s endorsements
in the Oct. 14 Voter’s Guide.



Take a
UC-approved
class now.

Finish before
college

LYDIANACADEMY | application
Call now to register. deadlines.

— Help your senior loved one live safely and
— independently at home with premier care
Because LIVIng from Home Care Assistance.

at Home is the 24/7 Live-In Care Specialists. We offer the highest

- . quality around-the-clock care for the most competitive
Best Way to Live

price - guaranteed.

The Trusted Choice for Caregivers. Each has at least
2 years of experience and receives extensive training
through our Home Care Assistance University. All
applicants are thoroughly screened, including DOJ
background checks, and a proprietary psychological
exam designed to assess honesty and conscientiousness.

Experienced with Advanced Care Needs. Our
caregivers are experienced with caring for clients with
special conditions such as Alzheimer’s, stroke and
Parkinson’s. We also develop more customized care
plans and training for these clients.

Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care

Call one of our Clients .Care Managers tOda.y agency that offers Cognitive Therapeutics, a research-
for your free consultation! backed, activities program that promotes brain health
650-462-6900 and vitality in our clients.
148 Hawthorne Avenue Servina h li i
g happy clients in Palo Alto, Menlo Park,
ASSISTANCE
1-866-4-Liveln: Palo Alto, CA 94301 Portola Valley, Woodside and Atherton!

www.HomeCareAssistance.com
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BUILDING BRIDGES

continued from page 8

TE Connectivity buildings, start-
ing with those closest to the MPK-
20 building. The first building,
MPK-21, is projected to be 513,000
square feet and include an event
space for up to 2,000 people. The
next building, MPK-22, would
be 450,000 square feet of offices,
with a possible hotel of up to 200
rooms and 175,000 square feet
also on the plan.

The buildings could be up
to 75 feet tall, with the main
access from a new signal on
Bayfront Expressway, near the
proposed pedestrian bridge.
The total size of the three
buildings, if all are built,
would be 1.138 million square
feet, which is less than allowed
under current zoning.

The buildings would have a
total of 4,055 parking spaces,
including 275 for a hotel;
which Facebook says is 2,365

more parking spaces than cur-
rently on the property.

The 58-acre site now has 10
buildings and 1.02 million gross
square feet of industrial, ware-
house, office and research and
development uses.

The construction of the build-
ings is still many public meetings
and approvals away, however.

Menlo Park officials must
agree to rezone the site so build-
ings can exceed the current
M-2 zoning height, change the
text of the zoning ordinance
to allow a hotel, negotiate a
development agreement, approve
removing some of the site’s 250
heritage trees, negotiate a below-
market-rate housing agreement,
adjust the lot lines, complete
and approve an environmental
review, and analyze the fiscal
impact of the development on the
city and other agencies.

That means, the city says,
multiple public hearings with
the Planning Commission and

Photo courtesy city of Menlo Park/Facebook

This model shows the possible placement of a public pedestrian bridge that could be used to get from the
Facebook campus and the nearby Belle Haven neighborhood across the Bayfront Expressway to the Bay Trail.

City Council, a public outreach
meeting, and reviews by the
housing, environmental quality,
bicycle and transportation com-

missions.

Menlo Park Associate Planner
Kyle Perata says the City Council
will probably consider giving

Wireless Technology and Public Health:

Health and Environmental Hazards in A Wireless World

Are wireless devices making us ill?

Join Dr. Joel Moskowitz, Director of the Center for Family

and Community Health, U.C. Berkeley School of Public Health,
along with other experts to learn about the current scientific
research regarding electromagnetic frequencies and their
impact on biological systems. We will hear why 200 international

scientists recently called for safer wireless radiation standards.
Panelists will discuss links to autism, cancer, infertility, effects on

wildlife, as well as best practices with cell phone safety and wi-fi
precautions. Refreshments served.

final approval to the project next
summer and only after that could
Facebook get its building permits
and start construction. B

SUPPORT
LOCAL

JOURNALISM

Join today:
SupportLocalJournalism.org

Keynote Joel Moskowitz, PhD, Director,
Center for Family and Community Health,
U.C. Berkeley School of Public Health,
associate producer of the movie “Mobilize”,
will discuss new research related to wireless

technology, public health and policy.

Victoria Dunckley, MD, award-winning child
psychiatrist and author of “Reset Your Child’s
Brain,” will discuss the identification and

management of screen-tfime’s physiological

and behavior in children.

Toril Jelter, MD, Pediatrician and General
Practitioner who treats children and adults with
electrohypersensitivity will discuss her clinical ex-
perience with autismn and behavioral changes
related to electromnagnetic radiation.

effects on mood regulation, cognition, sleep,

meter issue at the CPUC.

Martin Pall, PhD, Professor Emeritus School

of Molecular Biosciences, Washington State
University, author of numerous scientific
papers on oxidation and inflammation, will
discuss the cellular mechanisms of action
that explain the adverse biological effects of
wireless devices on the human body.

Katie Singer, Author of An Electronic Silent
Spring, will report on the impact of EMRex-
posure on wildlife.

Loretta Lynch, One of California’s most in-
fluential lawyers and former President of the
Cadlifornia Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).
She served the CPUC through California’s
energy crisis fighting manipulation of energy
sellers. She will discuss corporate influence
in government, profiteering and the smart

Suruchi Chandra, MD, Harvard trained
Integrative Psychiatrist who will discuss stressors
on the developing nervous system, childhood
developmental delays, research related to
microwave EMF and other foxic exposures
and how this knowledge has changed her
approach to clinical care.

Peter Sullivan, founder of Clear Light Ven-
tures, Silicon Valley computer scientist who
will discuss his personal family experience
with autism spectrum disorder and how he
improved the health of his family through
EMF reduction.

/Ou can count on us
(OIVC T ICTL
/Ve provide Peninsuia
aries witrl top,
B

Saturdayr®©ctoberi10, 2015 | 9AM - 1PM

Performing Arts 500 Castro Street, Mountain View, CA 94041 Call now
a Clara County Medical Alliance Foundation (00U) 60J-22/0

incl: $2 Facility Use Fee) | www.mvcpa.com | 650-903-6000
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Facebook’s first farmers’ market

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

ines formed beneath a
Lﬂoating blue and white

balloon archway as Face-
bookss first farmers’ market, held
in the company’s transformed
parking lot, launched on Sunday
morning, Oct. 4.

Children hopped around the
bounce house, picnic tables
quickly filled with food truck
fare and conversations, and
approximately 35 to 40 local
vendors sold their wares, many
offering free samples to visitors.

There were more than 1,000
market visitors, according to an
estimate by Alexandria Gaha-
gan, manager of global events
and amenities at Facebook. She
said that even though Facebook

Atherton reviews plan for

The recommended conceptual
plan and budget for Atherton’s
new civic center will be reviewed
by the Atherton City Council
when it meets Wednesday, Sept.

is a global social media com-
pany, it’s looking for ways to
integrate and connect with the
community and its neighbors as
it continues to expand.

The market, planned to take
place weekly, was hosted by
West Coast Farmers’ Market
Association. In addition to stan-
dard payment for goods, vendors
accepted EBT credits, according
to Jan Taylor, director of market
operations; that means that visi-
tors who are eligible for federal
food assistance are able to con-
vert those credits to tokens to
buy market produce.

For vendors like Donna Tubbs
and her son Jason, of Tantaliz-
ing Toffee, the farmers’ market
stood out for its friendly atmo-
sphere. Mary Ann Vlcek of
Grandma’s Gardens, who sells

7, starting at 4 p.m. in the town’s
council chambers, 94 Ashfield
Road.

If the council is happy with the
plan recommended by its Civic

)

Debbze Devoto

handmade aprons and plants,
said the market was a “great set-
ting,” and that she “came out to
enjoy the day.”

Ko Ota, who was visiting the
farmers’ market with her family,
said she appreciated the oppor-
tunity to relax with her two chil-
dren in a “good area.” She said
she plans to return to the market.

Menlo Park Mayor Cath-
erine Carlton, who was there
with other parents from her
child’s soccer team, said she was
“absolutely delighted” with the
turnout, and was happy to see a
community-building event like
a farmers’ market in the area.

“I haven’t seen an unhappy
face yet,” she said.

The farmers’ market will take
place each Sunday in the Face-
book parking lot at 1 Hacker

civic center

Center Advisory Committee,
it can authorize the architect,
WRNS Studio, to move on to
the next phase of designing
the town’s new library, and

Way from 10 am. to 2 p.m.
Visitors can use the Facebook

the administrative and police
offices.

The council also plans to
review the charter of the Civic
Center Advisory Committee.

In other business, the council
will discuss asking the Menlo
Park Fire Protection District for

(707) 326-3004 — Cell
(707) 539-1530 — Office

debbiedevoto@gmail.com

6820 Oakmont Dr., Santa Rosa, CA 95409
CalBRE#01893275

353 Singing Brook Circle
45| Meadowgreen Drive
8822 Hood Mountain Circle

7309 Oakmont Drive

116 Oak Island Place
440 Deerfield Circle
7707 Pythian Court
255 Mockingbird Circle
7409 Oakmont Drive

TEAM DEVOTO: SOLD TO DATE IN 2015

259 Oak Shadow Drive
7019 Fairfield Drive
6359 Meadowridge
7403 Oakmont Drive
8014 Hansen Court

192 Oak Shadow Drive
6751 Avenida Cala
8250 Oakmont Drive

444 Twin Lakes Circle

TEAM DEVOTO: CURRENT LISTINGS (and in Escrow)

5985 Stone Bridge Road
7577 Oak Leaf Drive
59 Aspen Meadows Circle

451 Crestridge Place

7302 Oakmont Drive

TEAM DEVOTO: COMING SOON

461 Hillsdale Drive

401 Meadowgreen Drive
6317 Meadowridge Drive

349 Singing Brook Circle

188 Mountain Vista Circle

Photo by Kyle Owen
A toddler appears entranced by the music at Facebook’s first
farmers’ market in Menlo Park.

entrance at Bayfront Express-
way and Willow Road. &

a contribution to the new civic
center. The contribution would
be in exchange for the fire dis-
trict’s use of a new emergency
operations center in the civic
center or the use of the civic
center as a place to stage fire
equipment.

Debbie Devoto, who for 35 years was a teacher and counselor at Hillview Middle School,
has retired and moved to Sonoma County!!! She has teamed with her sister and niece and is now
selling real estate in Oakmont, an active adult community in the heart of the wine country.
(www.oakmontvillage.com) Located between Santa Rosa and Sonoma in what Jack London called
“The Valley of the Moon,” Oakmont boasts spectacular views, two - 18 hole golf courses, three
recreation centers, and miles of hiking in 3 adjacent State Parks (Annadel, Hood Mountain, and
Sugarloaf), not to mention dozens of wineries, spas and activities! Debbie would love to hear from
former students and families, and if, by chance, you are considering a retirement property, please feel free
to give her a call. She'd love to show you around her new home!

444 Meadowgreen Drive
404 Oak Mesa Court
7017 Overlook Drive
207 Mountain Vista Ln.
187 White Oak Drive

7301 Oakmont Drive
349 Pythian Road

| TEAM DEVOTO:

The Professional Team That Delivers!!

$O

(707) 538-2270 » www.McBrideRe.com

BRID
Realty 8
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Peninsula College Fund helps scores of students

By Kate Daly

Special to the AlImanac

eninsula College Fund
P has lots to celebrate at its

upcoming 10-year anni-
versary party.

The program has grown
about tenfold based on the
number of high school stu-
dents participating in the Mid-
peninsula area.

What started in 2005 as an
effort to help three low-income
high school students be the
first in their families to go to
college has turned into a multi-
tiered push to provide college
scholarships for 30 students
next spring and ongoing men-
toring and job-search training
to dozens of others.

High school teacher Charles
Schmuck of
Menlo Park

of either completing, or being
on track to graduate from, a
four-year college, the non-
profit says.

Mr. Schmuck says that rate is
almost three times higher than
the national average for low-
income students who enroll in
four-year colleges and finish in
six years. He attributes a lot of
the Peninsula College Fund’s
success to the one-on-one
mentoring support that each
student receives for four years.

As for the program’s 51
students who have graduated
from a four-year university,
he is proud to talk about their
continued success at graduate
schools or working at places
like Google.

“The organization has got-
ten so much bigger than I
ever dreamed,”
he says, look-

is the found-  The founder attributes ing over the
er and chair- . nonprofit’s first
man of the Much of the Peninsula  4.caqe.

nonprofit, College Fund’s success  Approximate-
which now ¢ ly 80 students
serves stu- O one-on-one apply to the pro-

dents in nine
public, char-
ter and pri-
vate schools
located in
Redwood City, East Palo Alto,
Palo Alto, Menlo Park and
Woodside.

So far, out of a total of 136
participants, more than 90
percent have achieved the goal

mentoring support that
each student receives
for four years.

gram each year.
Once accepted,
the student is
awarded $3,000
each year for
four years of college. They
also receive help with summer
internship placements, and
lessons ranging from handling
finances, writing a resume and
cover letter, and interviewing

\- \ .‘T- LR _'I‘i'-ii
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The most recent Peninsula College Fund scholars to graduate from
college, with PCF founder Charles Schmuck. The students, from left,
are Genecis Cerna of Woodside High and UCSC, Gonzalo Alvarez of
Menlo-Atherton High and University of San Diego, Magali Molina of
Sequoia High and UCSC, and Karina Lira of East Palo Alto Academy
and UC Santa Barbara.

for a job.

The Peninsula College Fund
has several people on staff but
relies heavily on volunteers
and donors. Some active sup-
porters such as Mark Flegel,
president and CEO of Flegel’s
Home Furnishings in Menlo
Park, are involved to connect

with the community. Others,
such as board member Eric
Hartwig, come from an educa-
tional background. The former
principal of Menlo-Atherton
High School retired as super-
intendent of Las Lomitas
Elementary School District
in 2011. 8

H ANNIVERSARY

The publicis invited to attend
the Peninsula College Fund’s
10th anniversary celebration
and community breakfast at the
Menlo Circus Club in Atherton at
7:30 to 9 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 15.
The deadline to RSVP is Oct. 7.
The event is hosted by Facebook
and includes NBC Bay Area News
anchor Jessica Aguirre speaking
about her experience growing
up as a child of immigrants and
seeking an education. Go to Pen-
insulaCollegeFund.org for more
information.

Are you curious about Curious.com?

continued from page 3

views.

A couple of years ago, Curious.
com came to her and asked her to
be a teacher. Her husband, Scott
Stohler, is a video producer, so
she already had a lot of material
on hand. Curious.com provided
the format and some suggestions
to get her vid-
eos into shape.

On Sept. 15, a The public is invited to
Curious Conversations,

search of her

ence. For example, a volunteer
from a nursing home thanked
her for her creative ideas on
making crafts. “There’s some-
thing for everyone,” says Curi-
ous.com employee Jody Kramer.
Her kids, ages 7 and 16, some-
times watch Curious.com for
the history lessons.

“Learning is the way to keep
your  mind
growing,” says
Mr. Kitch, who
studied educa-

profile shows oo ] - tion technol-
she had 202 live interviews in the  ogy at Stanford.
lessons posted, Menlo Park studio with After college
53,117 views and . he wrote a pro-
5,876 enrolled experts on various gramming lan-
students. topics. guage for kids,

After some and then co-

search engine

optimization research, she recent-
ly developed an “advanced class”
that is now on Curious.com, an
11-part course on how to make a
prom dress out of duct tape.

She’s used to reaching tweens
and teens via her own website
and YouTube. Feedback on
Curious.com leads her to think
she’s tapping into an older audi-

founded Home-
stead, a small business website
platform that was acquired by
Intuit in 2007. He worked there
until 2010.

This past summer he experi-
enced his own learning curve with
the launch of Curious Conversa-
tions, live interviews he is doing
in front of an audience in the
company’s studio with experts on
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various topics. He recently spoke
with Denise Pope from Stanford
about her new book on stressed-
out students, and the talk is avail-
able on Curious.com.

When asked about competition,
Mr. Kitch said other sources of
online educational courses —
such as Coursera, Udemy, Udac-
ity and Skillshare — don’t pose
as much of a threat as Facebook,
Angry Birds and Snapchat in
terms of competing for online

time. “I'm very afraid if you raise
an entire generation of people on
this,” he says.

He grew up in Kansas, where
he and his twin brother were only
allowed to watch 30 minutes of
TV a week. He and his wife, a
high school math teacher, live in
Palo Alto with their three chil-
dren, ages 12 and under. They are
limited to 30 minutes of screen
time a day.

Ironically, he foresees putting
his lessons on many more screens
in the future. Someone just asked

about running CuriousIV in an
office lobby. Other potential out-
lets could be taxicabs and airline
seat screens.

“The audience continues to
grow,” he says. “Were in the
process of building. We're very
fortunate to be well-funded and
backed.”

Published reports show the pri-
vate company is backed by $22.5
million from Redpoint Ventures,
GSV Capital and three individu-
als: Mr. Kitch, Bill Campbell and
Jesse Rogers. &

Junior League resale shop holds ‘sapphire sale’

The Junior League of Palo Alto-Mid Penin-
sula invites the public to its newly renovated
resale shop in downtown Menlo Park for its
sapphire anniversary sale. The 25 percent-off
sale, taking place Monday, Oct. 12, celebrates
The Shop’s 45 years in the community.

Since its founding in 1970, The Shop has
raised more than $5 million to fund Junior
League community projects, grants, and
services. Customers can find clothing, acces-
sories and household items donated by League
members, local retailers and others. The Shop
is known for its designer clothing and hand-

ments.

bags, as well as china and crystal.

The Shop moved to Menlo Park in 1995,
after 25 years in Redwood City. The recently
completed renovation, guided by interior
designer and League member Melissa Badger,
transformed the resale destination from its
original “shabby chic” design to a contem-
porary boutique, with expanded inventory,
including new shoe and children’s depart-

The Shop welcomes donations Tuesday
through Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
The Shop’s back door.
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DeLeon Realty is a proud
SpoNnsor of WHOA! Appreciating the unique heritage

of the communities we serveis so
important. Thatiswhyweapplaud

WHOA! for the countless hours

Horse Owmners Assoelation

spent preserving Woodside’s

THE #1 REAL ESTATE TEAM IN AMERICA
Rob Parish, J.D. 650.600.3872
CalBRE #01275186 | www.deleonrealty.com and future riders alike.

equine legacy for local residents
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185 Fair Oaks Lane, Atherton

Romantic French Estate with Every Modern Amenity

This stunning home of approximately 5,854 square feet (per plans) sits on a manicured 1-acre+ lot (per county) and represents the
best of both worlds - striking newer construction with incredible old-world charm. The owner, a well-respected local designer,
personally sourced many of the property’s details from Europe, creating an environment that is remarkably elegant, while still
remaining warm and inviting.

Hickory floors, frieze molding, and intricate wall and ceiling treatments mingle with chandeliers, antique doors, and marble
mantelpieces imported from France, to create a wonderfully sophisticated environment. The interior includes formal living and
dining rooms, four fireplaces, a wine cellar, and a sumptuous kitchen. A family room opens to a columned loggia, while a gorgeous
master suite awaits upstairs. The grounds include water-conserving landscaping, while a breezeway connects to a three-car garage
and a spacious studio. This home features easy access to Holbrook-Palmer Park, Sacred Heart and Menlo School, plus excellent
public schools like Encinal Elementary (API 930), Hillview Middle (API 950), and Menlo-Atherton High (buyer to verify eligibility).

For video tour & more photos, please visit:
www.185FairOaks.com
Offered at $7,988,000

650.488.7325 | michaelr@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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