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Critics knock plans for new high school
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

B
ig players are weighing 
in against plans by the 
Sequoia Union High 

School District to build a high 
school in the M-2 light industrial 
zone in Menlo Park 
east of U.S. 101. The 
critics include the 
city of Menlo Park, 
the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection District 
and developer David 
Bohannon.
 Among the com-
plaints: a draft envi-
ronmental impact report on the 
project was inadequate in ana-
lyzing the high school’s impact 
on morning and afternoon traf-
fic; the site was poorly chosen, 
given the difficulty in establish-
ing safe routes to school in a 
commercial area bordered by 
heavily traveled arterial roads; 
and the district did not meet 
state standards in its propos-
als to mitigate these and other 
impacts.
 On top of that, a map prepared 
by the Menlo Park Fire Protec-
tion District shows the site at 
150 Jefferson Drive to be all but 
surrounded by companies with 
permits to use hazardous mate-
rials. Joining the fire district in 
criticizing the draft report was 
Exponent Inc., a failure-analysis 
and research firm located adja-
cent to the school site.

 Asked to comment on the 
criticism, district Superinten-
dent Jim Lianides replied via 
email: “We will be develop-
ing our responses, which will 
include a number of additional 
mitigation measures, and these 
will be incorporated into the 

final EIR that will 
be presented to the 
Board of Trustees.” 
 The site “was 
the best available site 
in terms of size and 
southern location,” 
Mr. Lianides contin-
ued. “The fact is that 
there is very little 

land available in our area. Given 
the school’s technology focus, 
the location will also best facili-
tate linked learning relation-
ships with surrounding high 
tech businesses.”

Why the new school?
 The high school district board 
decided it needed a small school 
in Menlo Park after learning 
in 2013 of a coming multi-year 
enrollment surge, particularly 
at Menlo-Atherton High School.
 The school board requested 
and voters approved Measure 
A in June 2014, allowing the 
district to borrow up to $265 
million from bond markets to 
address facilities needs. The dis-
trict is likely to spend about $40 
million on the new 400-student 
school.
 Plans for the 44,000-square-

foot school include 15 class-
rooms and five labs, including 
maker-space and design labs 
equipped for building proto-
types as well as dioramas and 
posters.
 A focus on technology would 
be in keeping with the school’s 
surroundings. Within blocks 
are offices of Facebook, Intuit 
and Oracle and some 15 other 

high-tech corporations, most 
involved in health sciences. The 
proximity of these companies 
could help students develop 
mentorships that extend into 
college, Superintendent Lianides 
said.
 Since the district cannot 
assign students to the school, 
an interesting and unique cur-
riculum is probably vital to 

attracting students, particu-
larly students assigned to M-A, 
an academic powerhouse that 
offers more electives than any 
small school could match.

Students, not adults
 Companies that use hazard-
ous materials can get permits 

Local News

Schools: State releases results of new standardized testing
By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

C
alifornia has released 
2016 results of the new 
computerized stan-

dardized assessments that test 
whether students are meet-
ing the standards of the new 
Common Core curriculum the 
state’s public schools have been 
adopting. 
 The Common Core attempts 
to standardize nationally what 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade students should know in 
English and math at the end of 
each grade. 
 The so-called Smarter Bal-
anced assessments that Califor-
nia students were given test how 
students meet those Common 
Core standards. This was the 
second year the tests were given.

 All the elementary school 
districts in the Almanac’s cir-
culation area, except for the 
Ravenswood City School Dis-
trict, placed well above the state’s 
average in the tests of English 
language arts and literacy and of 
math.
 Woodside Elementary had the 
highest overall percentage of 
students who met or exceeded 
the standard for their grade 
level in English, with 86 percent, 
and tied with the Portola Valley 
School District in math with 83 
percent. 
 Local high schools were about 
even with the state averages for 
high schools.
 Statewide, about 49 percent 
of students met or exceeded the 
standards in English for their 
grade level, and about 37 percent 
did so in math.

 More than 3.2 million stu-
dents took the standardized 
tests in California.

The online tests base ques-
tions designed to test critical-
thinking and problem-solving 
skills on the student’s success 
with the previous question. 
With a right answer, a more 
difficult question is asked; with 
a wrong answer, the next ques-
tion is easier.

There are four categories: 
exceeding the standard for grade 
level, at the standard, nearly 
at the standard, and below the 
standard. 

Parents will receive the 
results for their children in the 
mail.

At tinyurl.com/Results-SB are 
results for the state, county, dis-
tricts and schools.

Students in third through 

eighth grades and in 11th grade 
were tested. 

The results
 Here are the percentage of stu-
dents who met or exceeded stan-
dards in local school districts:
  Las Lomitas: 85 percent 
English; 80 percent math (best 
grade: third, with 91 percent in 
each area).
  Menlo Park City: 82 percent 
English; 81 percent math (best 
grades: eighth, 88 percent in 
English; third, 84 percent in 
math).
  Portola Valley: 85 percent 
English; 83 percent math (best 
grades: seventh, with 89 percent 
in English and 88 percent in 
math; third grade also had 88 
percent in math).
  Woodside: 86 percent Eng-
lish; 83 percent math (best 

grade: seventh, 94 percent in 
both English and math).
  Ravenswood City: 19 per-
cent English; 12 percent math 
(best grades: eighth, with 26 
percent in English, and third, 
with 17 percent in math).
 At Woodside High School, 57 
percent of 11th graders met or 
exceeded the standards in English 
and 34 percent did so in math. 
 At Menlo-Atherton High 
School, 61 percent of 11th grad-
ers met or exceeded the stan-
dards in English and 49 percent 
did so in math. 
 Statewide, 59 percent of 11th-
graders met or exceeded the 
English standards and 33 per-
cent did so in math. The state 
says meeting the standard 
means students are “condition-
ally ready” for college-level 
work. A

Menlo Park Fire Protection District

This map by the Menlo Park Fire Protection District shows the location of operations with hazardous 
materials permits (in pink) and the planned high school site (in yellow).

See HIGH SCHOOL, page 6

They question 
location in 

light industrial 
area of  

Menlo Park. 
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A 
group of children sat at the 
back of Kepler’s Books in 
Menlo Park, as they fidgeted 

with their marker and glitter-paint 
posters. Their posters read: “Stop, 
this is our home. East Palo Alto is 
not for sale; community is priceless.”
 They were there as members 
of Youth United for Community 
Action, a youth advocacy organiza-
tion based in East Palo Alto. One of 
their leaders, Kyra Brown, a panelist 
at the Kepler’s event, sat facing the 
audience of about 60 people on the 
evening of Aug. 18. They were there 
to talk about housing affordability. 
 What followed were two and a 
half hours that revealed a commu-
nity in crisis, the deep wounds of 
displacement, and a long list of ideas 
about how to fix it. 
 The community had beaten the 
Menlo Park City Council to the 
topic: a joint study session of the 
council and the city’s Housing 
Commission to talk about policies 
to address displacement had been 
set for April but has not yet been 
rescheduled, according to City 
Manager Alex McIntyre. 

The basics
 There are as many explanations 
for the lack of affordable housing as 
there are stakeholders in the issue.
 City Council members say it’s 
hard to approve affordable housing 
because many constituents oppose 
development near their homes. 
Besides, the city generates more tax 
revenues from hotels and offices 
than it does from housing, espe-
cially affordable housing. 
 Homeowners don’t want anything 
— housing or offices — built with-
out better infrastructure to ease 
traffic or other impacts on their 
quality of life and property values. 
 Commercial developers say they 
can’t build affordable housing with-
out also building offices to attract 
their real target: tech dollars. 
 Nonprofit housing developers say 
cities can’t fund affordable housing 
construction without seed money 
from commercial developers, who 
pay into a “below market rate” fund. 
That fund can be generated only 
when developers build retail, com-
mercial, or for-sale housing (not 
rental housing). 
 Highly paid young tech work-
ers, if in a position to choose their 
housing location, are more likely to 
live in San Francisco, Palo Alto or 
Mountain View. But nobody likes 

spending hours each day commut-
ing, and as they start families, com-
mon sense says they’ll be gunning 
to move closer to their jobs and the 
area’s high-ranking school districts. 
 Meanwhile, rent goes up. And up. 
And up. 

Menlo Park housing
 The housing shortage has been 
decades in the making. Not enough 
housing has been built in Menlo 
Park to accommodate the number 
of jobs in the city.
 Prior to current construction 
projects, there had not been any 
market-rate apartment buildings 
of 10 units or more built in Menlo 
Park since 1974, and no deed-
restricted, below-market-rate apart-
ment buildings added to the city’s 
stock since 1987, according to City 
Councilwoman Catherine Carlton, 
who cited Costar, a commercial real 
estate database. Those were build-
ings on Willow Road that had been 
built in the 1960s but purchased in 
1987 by MidPen Housing to main-

tain for low-income tenants. 
 Over the 40 years between 1970 
and 2010, Menlo Park built 2,699 
housing units, according to City-
Data.com, a website that collects 
statistics on cities. The city was sued 
in 2012 for not updating for 20 years 
its housing element, part of the 
city’s general plan for development. 
 The city settled the lawsuit and 
updated its housing element, which 
rezoned several areas to allow high-
density housing. 
 In 2015, there were 838 housing 
units approved to be built in Menlo 
Park, 135 of which will be desig-
nated for low-income or very-low-
income tenants. 
 The city is also updating its over-
all general plan, and is considering 
zoning for an additional 4,500 hous-
ing units in the M-2 light industrial 
area east of U.S. 101. There are also 
about 1,000 housing units permit-
ted by current zoning that the city 
hasn’t yet received proposals for. 
 However, job growth continues to 
outpace housing growth, and hous-

ing costs have skyrocketed. Across 
San Mateo County, there were 
54,600 jobs created and only 2,148 
housing units built from 2010 to 
2014, according to a county memo 
from January 2016. 
 The Bay Area Council Economic 
Institute estimates that for each new 
tech job, about 4.3 service-sector 
jobs are created. According to a 
2014 report by the San Mateo Coun-
ty Economic Development Associa-
tion, the largest number of future 
job openings in the Peninsula will 
be at low- and moderate-level wages 
earning less than $20 per hour. 
 As startling as the numbers are 
the stories of those struggling to live 
in our area.

Schools
 Dr. Gloria Hernandez-Goff, 
superintendent of the Ravenswood 
City School District (based in East 
Palo Alto but with two schools in 
Menlo Park), says the housing crisis 
is putting her students in harsh liv-
ing situations. 

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Listening to people describe their experiences with rising housing costs are, from left, Kyra Brown, a leader 
with Youth United for Community Action; Cecilia Taylor, a resident of Belle Haven and a candidate in this year’s City 
Council election; and two council incumbents who are also running, Ray Mueller and Catherine Carlton.

Housingcrisis
Locals open up about housing struggles at Kepler’s forum

Story by Kate Bradshaw | Photos by Brenten Brandenburg
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 “We have kids who are sleep-
ing in cars with their parents 
or in tents in backyards,” she 
said. “It’s common to have 
entire families in a garage. It’s 
common to have a house with a 

family in each room.” 
 She’s heard of families who 
have to cook outside because 
there are people living in the 
kitchen.
 “The housing cost is so high, 

people can’t afford to live inde-
pendently,” she said. “People 
need a place to live that isn’t 
creating a hardship for people to 
just work.” 
 Of the 150 teachers in the 
Ravenswood district, she said, 
only eight live within the dis-
trict’s boundaries. Finding 
teachers and staff workers like 
yard duties or janitors is a major 
challenge for the district. 
 Even as superintendent, Ms. 
Hernandez-Goff said, she had 
trouble finding housing. “I put 
in for a house rental in Belle 
Haven (and) my credit check 
was not even done,” she said. “I 
didn’t make enough money to 
even compete to rent a home.”
 “I can’t imagine what our 
families go through,” she said. 
“The diversity of this area is 
being pushed out.” 

Stephanie and Scott
 Julie Moncton, a manager 
at Kepler’s, told the story of 
Stephanie and Scott, a couple 
from Oklahoma. 
 Stephanie was a humani-
ties professor on a fellowship 
at Stanford; Scott found a job 
working at Kepler’s. They were 
renting a tiny cottage in Palo 
Alto. Things appeared to be 
going great, until all of a sud-
den, Scott was diagnosed with 
sarcoma, a form of cancer. That 
was in April 2015. Then, the 
landlord told them they had to 
leave by the end of July. 
 By then, Scott had been under-
going chemotherapy and was ill 
or recovering from treatment 
most of the time, Julie said. 
 Julie, one of Scott’s co-workers 
at Kepler’s, offered her home. 
By then, the household had 
expanded to not just Scott and 
Stephanie (and Stephanie’s “very 
large dog”) but Scott’s parents 

too, Julie said. 
 Two weeks after they moved 
in, Scott learned the cancer was 
not responding to treatment. He 
went into hospice care and died 
a week later. 
 “The market has become cra-
zy,” Julie said. She described the 
situation that Stephanie went 
through trying to find housing 
in the aftermath of losing Scott. 
“She was a great housemate, 
considerate, kind, neat, lovely to 
talk to ... at the top of her career 
(and) a tenured professor,” she 
said. 
 “There are so many of our 
staff members that can’t find 
a place to live,” she said. “Even 
with high-paying jobs, how does 
anyone afford the down pay-
ment on a house anymore?”
 “To me, it’s a little scary to see 
members of the community not 
able to live in the community 
they serve,” she said. 

Solutions
 Many attendees at the Kepler’s 
event had ideas about what 
should be done.
 Waging a campaign to turn 
public opinion in favor of more 
affordable housing was men-
tioned by several people as an 
important starting point. 
 Kate Downing, who became 
a self-titled “reluctant celebrity” 
when she recently resigned from 
the Palo Alto Planning Com-

mission, told the audience that 
the root of the problem is local 
city councils. 
 “They decide how much com-
mercial, how much housing is 
allowed in cities and they decide 
how fast it happens.”
 The decisions are made, she 
added, “with the full support of 
wealthy homeowners who don’t 
care about more housing.”
 “I know it’s easy to blame the 
techies,” she said. “The techies 
don’t vote.” 
 Pressure on city councils to 
limit housing growth, she said, 
comes from people who want to 
protect their properties. “Those 
are the hearts and minds you 
have to change.” 
 Menlo Park Councilwoman 
Catherine Carlton told the audi-
ence, “We have to get out there 
and tell the story that the people 
who live in affordable homes — 
policemen, firemen, teachers 
— are good honest, wonderful 
people that you want to live next 
door to.”
 Adina Levin, a Menlo Park 
transportation commissioner, 
cited a May 2016 report by the 

Bay Area Council that says that 
one-third of Bay Area residents 
are considering leaving the area.
 “What kind of a society has 30 
percent of people considering 
leaving? This is really, really not 
OK,” she said. “We are losing 
people who have lived here for 
a long time, and we’re losing the 
next generation.” 
 Other ideas were mentioned:
  Encourage homeowners to 
use county-approved templates 
to build secondary dwelling 
units that meet local codes. 
The owners could get financing 
help if they rent it out at below-
market rates. 
  In areas where there is new 
affordable housing, give priority 
to people who have been dis-
placed from that area. 
  Stop building commercial 
projects until there’s a balance 
between jobs and housing.
  Restrict rental apartments 
from being rented out on 
Airbnb. 
  Ask state legislators to repeal 
the Costa-Hawkins Act, which 
restricts rent-control measures. 
  Allow people to legally con-
vert their garages into secondary 
dwelling or “granny” units.
 As the adults continued to 
pass around the mic presenting 
their ideas, the kids in the back 
snuck out discreetly. Soon after, 
the adults began congratulating 
each other on starting a conver-

sation and opening a dialogue, 
and left too. 
 Days later, I still can’t shake 
the lyrics of a music video shown 
during the event. The song is 
called “My Home” by H20 fea-
turing East Palo Alto hip hop art-
ist Freddy Flowpez, and depicts 
a family receiving an eviction 
notice. A child sings the lyrics of 
the chorus in a clear voice: 

This is my home
Raise me up and watch me grow.
This is my home 
Where else can we go?
A

Do you have a personal 
experience of the housing 

crisis? Email Kate Bradshaw 
at kbradshaw@almanacnews.

com or send a tweet to @
AlmanacNews

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Christin Evans, who started a Facebook page, “Housing Crisis Stories,” speaks to the gathering.

Kyra Brown, with Youth United for Community Action, tells how 
she returned to her hometown of East Palo Alto, after getting a 
master’s degree, and found herself priced out of the housing market. 

‘We have kids who are sleeping in cars with their 
parents or in tents in backyards.’

GLORIA HERNANDEZ-GOFF, 
RAVENSWOOD CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT

On the cover: Diana, with Youth 

United for Community Action, 

holds a poster at a Kepler’s forum 

on rapidly rising housing costs 

that are driving people out of the 

community.
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 For a “mountain vibe” on 
Labor Day weekend, head for 
the 53rd Kings Mountain Art 
Fair, to be held Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday, Sept. 3-5, at 13889 
Skyline Blvd. in the hills above 
Woodside. 
 Named one of the top art fairs 
in California, the event fea-
tures unique and varied art by 
artists and craftsmen selected 
by jury, as well as offerings by 
local “mountain folk.” The fair 
benefits the Kings Mountain 
Volunteer Fire Brigade.
 Four hundred volunteers, 
most of them local residents, 
staff the fair, many of them 
working and serving breakfast 
and lunch at the Cookshack.
 Kiddie Hollow will offer a 
varied crafts program for kids. 
The Parents Retreat gives mom 
and dad a place to relax, while 
watching the children play in 
Kiddie Hollow.
 Parking and admittance are 

free. No pets are allowed. A 
shuttle bus will take visitors 
from their cars parked on Sky-
line Boulevard to the fair. Hours 
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Polo fundraiser 
for Lyme research
 Two teams of polo players 
named the Ticks and the Cures 
will face off at Menlo Circus 
Club in Atherton on Sunday, 
Sept. 11, to raise money for Lyme 
disease research.
 Bay Area Lyme Foundation 
of Portola Valley is hosting its 
third Polo for Lyme charity lun-
cheon from noon to 4 p.m. This 
year’s goal is to raise $50,000.
 Lyn Jason Cobb is sponsoring 
the event, which will start with 
a flag ceremony in memory of 
9/11.

 There will be a silent auction, 
prizes for the fanciest polo-
themed hats and pants, and a 
champagne divot stomp to tamp 
down the playing field after 
hooves have made their mark.
 The Stanford-based Lyme 
Disease Working Group will 
talk about its research, and the 
foundation’s scientific team will 
be on hand, too. Lyme disease is 
caused by infected ticks biting 
people, and can lead to many 
health complications.

 Go to bayarealyme.org to 
buy tickets at $100 apiece until 
Sept. 9. 

Buelteman talk
 Noted photographer Robert 
Buelteman, who grew up in 
Woodside, will give the talk 
“Robert Buelteman speaks for 
the Land” at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 1, in Courtroom A of the 
Old Courthouse at 2200 Broad-
way in Redwood City.
 Mr. Buelteman will share his 

passion for the natural world of 
San Mateo County and display 
19 black and white photo-
graphs of county environmen-
tal scenes. 
 During his 40 years of pho-
tography, Mr. Buelteman has 
published 15 photographic 
portfolios.
 The evening’s program is 
free with the price of museum 
admission: $6 for adults and $4 
for students and seniors.

C O M M U N I T Y

TOWN OF WOODSIDE 
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD 
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

PLANNING COMMISSION 
September 7, 2016

6:00 PM

PUBLIC HEARING 

3. Caltrans CUSE2016-0005
 Caltrans Right-of-Way near 5055 Farm Blvd Planner: Corinne Jones, Assistant Planner 

Review for approval, conditional approval, or denial of a Conditional Use Permit Amendment 
to CUSE2013-0005 to install a new, additional 20-foot monopole with 2 new antennas and pole 
mounted equipment; new equipment within the existing cabinet; and, two physical (metal stake) 
barriers, at an existing wireless facility on property owned by Caltrans. 

4. Nils Lonberg ASRB2016-0037 / XMAX2016-0003
 168 Bardet Road Planner: Sage Schaan, Principal Planner

Presentation and consideration of a proposal, requiring Formal Design Review, to remodel and 
construct an addition to an existing two-story single-family residence; construct a new single story 
Accessory Living Quarters (ALQ); install a new open vehicular gate, pylons, and trash enclosure; 
and, site improvements that include grading, driveway widening, landscaping, and retaining walls. 
The proposed addition to the main residence requires approval of a Maximum Residence Size 
Exception to permit the house to exceed 4,000 square feet in the SR zoning district.

5. Second Study Session: Maximum Allowable Main Residence Size  
 Town-wide Planner: Jackie Young, Planning Director

This second study session will consider the direction to staff received from the Town Council on 
May 24, 2016, during its third study session on maximum allowable residence size: to increase 
maximum residence size Town-wide, while keeping the allowable Total Floor Area unchanged. 

-
way 280 Geographic Study Area. This second study session will concentrate on reviewing the 
Central and Western Hills Geographic Study Areas.

6.  Updates to Geologic Hazard and Fault information in the General Plan, Natural Hazards 
and Safety Element; and WMC Chapters 151 and 153

 Town-wide Planner: Jackie Young, Planning Director

Review for recommendation to the Town Council of a General Plan Amendment (GPAM2016-
0001) to update the Geologic Hazard Zones Map, the Fault Zones Map, and associated text in the 
Natural Hazards and Safety Element; the Geologic Map prepared by the Town Geologist; and as-
sociated text changes in WMC Chapters 151 and 153 (ZOAM2016-0002). 

All application materials are available for public review at the Woodside Planning and Build-
ing Counter, Woodside Town Hall, weekdays from 8:00 – 10:00 AM and 1:00 – 3:00 PM, or by 
appointment. For more information, contact the Woodside Planning and Building Department at 
(650) 851-6790.

If it’s Labor Day weekend, it’s Kings Mountain Art Fair 
 AROUND TOWN

Go to AlmanacNews.com/calendar 
to see more local calendar listings

Talks & Authors
 Panel of leaders in 

education discuss commonly accepted 
myths and share little-known facts. Speak-
ers: Jean-Marie Houston, director of the 
Early Learning Support Services of the San 
Mateo County Office of Education; Jen-
nifer Bestor, research director for Educate 
our State; and Melinda Dart, president 
of the Executive Board of the San Mateo 
County Central Labor Council. Sept. 7, 7-9 
p.m. Free. United Methodist Church, 2000 
Woodside Road, Redwood City. smcdfa.org

 
Daniel J. Levitin, New York Times bestsell-
ing author of “The Organized Mind” and 
“This Is Your Brain on Music,” discusses 
his new primer on critical thinking. He will 
discuss how not to passively accept statisti-
cal data and faulty arguments. Sept. 14, 
7:30 p.m. $10-$40. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.com

 Sept. 7, 7:30 
p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino 
Real, Menlo Park. keplers com

 Jeff Chang, 
executive director of  Institute for Diversity 
in the Arts at Stanford University, discusses 
his book “We Gon Be Alright” in which he 
explores the rise and fall of the idea of diver-
sity, the roots of student protest, changing 
ideas about Asian Americanness and the 
impact of a century of racial separation in 
housing. Sept. 13, 7 30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s 
Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. 
brownpapertickets.com

 pres-
ents his new photo book, “What’s Going On? 
1969-1974.” During these years, Light traveled 
around the country documenting American 
history. He followed Richard Nixon, war 
protests, prisoners of war coming home and 
moments of daily American life. Aug. 31, 7:30-
9 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino 
Real, Menlo Park. brownpapertickets.com

 Four new and acclaimed Cali-
fornia poets will discuss technology, rooted-
ness, longing, apocalypse and the complex 
cartographies of desire. Sept. 8, 7:30 p.m. 

Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park. brownpapertickets.com

-
 Tahereh Mafi will be in conver-

sation with Ransom Riggs, author of “Miss 
Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children.” 
The movie opens September 30. They will 
discuss Mafi’s new book, “Furthermore.” 
Sept. 1, 7 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 
El Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.com

Galleries 
  presents “Summer 

Farewells,” a collection of pastel and oil 
paintings by Linda Salter, including pastel 
plein air paintings she did near Serene 
Lakes in the Sierra. Sept. 1-30, 10:30 a.m.-
4 p.m. Free. Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor 
Road, Menlo Park. 

Film 
 

Sept. 2, 7:45 p.m. Free. Downtown, Curtis 
Street at Santa Cruz Ave, Menlo Park. men-
lopark.org

Health & Wellness 
 Community members 

invited to stroll with physician volunteers 
who answer health-related questions along 
the way. People of all ages and fitness levels 
are welcome. Walkers will receive a com-
plimentary pedometer, bottled water and a 
healthy snack. Sept. 10, 10-11 a.m. Free. El 
Corte De Madera Creek OSP, 1 Mile south of 
Skeggs Point, Redwood City. meetup.com

Community Groups 
 meets Tuesdays 

at Allied Arts Center. Visitors are invited 
to attend and should contact the Kiwanis 
Club. Ongoing, noon-1:30 p.m. Free. Allied 
Arts Center, 75 Arbor Road, Menlo Park. 
menloparkkiwanisclub.org

 Participants learn 
about the craft of writing and getting pub-
lished. Group meetings include readings 
from participants. Wednesdays, ongoing, 7 
p.m. Free. Downtown Library, 1044 Middle-
field Road, Redwood City. redwoodcity.org

 helps com-
munity members become better public 
speakers and leaders by providing a fun, 
supportive environment for practicing com-
munication and leadership skills. Guests 
are welcome to visit and join. Tuesdays, 
ongoing, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. SRI Inter-
national, Building G, Laurel Street at Mielke 
Drive, Menlo Park. sriorganon.com

 CALENDAR

How to add events to calendar
Go to AlmanacNews.com and see the Community Calendar module at the top 
right side of the page. Click on “Add your event.”


















