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APR.COM
Over 30 Offices Serving The San Francisco Bay Area 866.468.0111

Alain Pinel Realtors® 

HOME STARTS HERE

/ /

PORTOLA VALLEY  $2,795,000

60 Linaria Way  |  3bd/3ba
Ellen Ashley  |  650.529.1111

PORTOLA VALLEY  $2,595,000

1 Wintercreek  |  3bd/3 ba
Ellen Ashley  |  650.529.1111

SAN CARLOS  $1,895,000

113 Mirabel Place  |  4bd/3.5ba
Wayne Rivas  |  650.529.1111

SAN JOSE  $880,000

1645 Glenroy Dr.  |  3bd/2.0ba
Diane Rothe  |  650.529.1111
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Mary & Brent Gullixson
650.888.0860  |  650.888.4898
www.gullixson.com
CalBRE# 00373961  |  CalBRE# 01329216

460 WALSH ROAD    |    ATHERTON   |   www.460Walsh.com
Tuscan inspired estate built by Pacific Peninsula Group in 2007 and updated  |  3-level main home  |  5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths 

1 bed, 1 bath guest house  |  Loggia with fireplace  |  Pool with spa   |  Outdoor firepit   |  Theatre and wine cellar on lower level 
Billiards or playroom  |  Library  |  Las Lomitas Schools  |   Offered at $10,695,000

Scott & Shary Symon
415.407.0707  |  650.400.3946
www.thesymongroup.com
CalBRE# 01363506  |  CalBRE# 01098351

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Buyer to verify to their satisfaction.
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Established 1965
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS AND QUALIFICATIONS FOR 

LEASE- LEASEBACK CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Trustees of the Las Lomitas Elementary School 
District, located in San Mateo County, California, hereby invites and will receive proposals for 
Lease-Leaseback Construction Services (LLB) for the following work:

Construction of New Classroom Buildings, Administration Building, and 
Sitework at La Entrada Middle School

services, construction services, and post construction services as outlined in the Request for 

Written proposals must be submitted no later than 
2:00 PM Friday October 21, 2016 

2:00 PM Thursday October 13, 2016

Meet for the conference at the following site:

Selection Process
The successful applicant will be selected based on review of the proposals and interview of 

If the District is unable to reach an agreement, the District will proceed, at its sole discretion, to 

Prevailing Wage Requirements

pursuant to this Contract not less than the general prevailing per diem wage rate and the general 
prevailing rate for holiday and overtime work as determined by the DIR for the type of work 

No contractor or subcontractors may be listed on the bid proposal unless registered with the DIR 

Skilled and Trained Workforce

Escrow Accounts

provisions permitting the successful bidder to substitute securities for any monies withheld by 
the District to ensure performance under the agreement or permitting payment of retentions 

Payment Bond

Disabled Veteran’s Business Enterprise

Matched CareGivers 
is nurse owned and 

operated. Our trained 
caregivers provide personal 

care, bathing, dressing, 
companionship, exercise 
and mobility assistance, 

medication reminders, meal 
planning and preparation 

(including specialized diets), 
transportation and errands, 

coordination of social 
activities, light housekeeping 

and laundry. 

MatchedCareGivers.com

Menlo Park • San Mateo  
San Jose Lic# 414700002

you can count on us to be there.  
Call (650) 839-2273

When someone you care about  
needs assistance... 

Matched  
CareGivers

“There’s no place like home.”

Providing the best  
in home care  

for over 25 years.

Support  

coverage 
of our 

community.

begin at only 
17¢ per day

Join today:
SupportLocal 
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New board members 
will face difficult 

financial decisions
By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

I
n May, vot-
ers in the 
Menlo Park 

City School 
District failed 
to approve two 
parcel tax mea-
sures the district said were need-
ed to balance its budget. Now 
voters have the opportunity to 
choose two new members of the 
district’s five-member governing 
board, which faces difficult deci-
sions about the district’s future. 
 Five candidates filed to run for 
the two board seats that opened 
up when incumbents Jeff Child 
and Maria Hilton decided not 
to run again. On Sept. 23, how-
ever, candidate Scott Hinshaw 
announced that for personal 
reasons he is withdrawing from 
the race. His name will appear 
on the ballot, but he said he can-
not serve if he is elected.
 That leaves four candidates for 
the two four-year terms: Alka 
Gupta, Caroline Lucas, David 
Ackerman and Scott Saywell. 
 Here is information about 
each candidate:

Alka Gupta
 Ms. Gupta grew up in Bowling 
Green, Ohio, daughter of immi-
grants and educators who taught 
her that “anybody can take any-
thing from you, but no one can 
ever take your education from 
you,” and that “knowledge is 
power,” she said.
 That background gives her “a 
sense of passion and commit-
ment,” toward education and 
the job of serving on the school 
board, she said. 
 In addition, Ms. Gupta said, 
she thinks she has a unique base 
of experience for the job. Her 
experience as a board member 
and co-president of the Menlo-
Atherton Education Foundation 
gives her knowledge about the 
district, schools and community 
while her business background 
gives her experience in applying 
“fiscal rigor, an understand-
ing of complex organizations 
and experience in customer 
engagement (which translates 
to community relations in the 
district).”
 Ms. Gupta said decisions on 

how to balance the district’s 
budget need to be “data-driven,” 
and the process needs to be 
transparent.
 She said that if district enroll-
ment continues to grow, as is pro-
jected, that “something else will 
have to give.” Increasing revenue, 
with a parcel tax, will probably 
be important to preserving the 
district’s educational quality. “I 
think teacher quality is impor-
tant,” she said. “I think teacher 
quality is supported by salary.” 
 However, the timing of the 
recent pay increases and bonus 
given to district employees is 
“very unfortunate and not ide-
al,” she said. 
 “In general, I support adjust-
ing salaries to align with the cost 
of living index. I look forward 
to working through budgetary 
trade-offs with the larger com-
munity and staff,” she said.

Caroline Lucas
 Ms. Lucas, who has been a 
public critic of some of the dis-
trict’s actions, said as a board 
member she would push to get 
the public more actively engaged 
in board decisions before they 
are made, not after the fact. 
 “If I’m elected I’m going to ask 

the public what they want,” she 
said, suggesting posting videos 
of meetings, holding more town 
hall meetings and using more 
interactive surveys.
 “It’s kind of shifting from dic-
tation to the public, to coopera-
tion with the public,” she said. 
“What would it be like to ask 
— to really hear?” she asked. 
 With regard to putting anoth-
er parcel tax measure on the 
ballot, she said: “I would need 
to feel like the public endorsed” 
whatever is put forward. “It’s 
not really about what I want,” 
she said. “If elected I’m there to 
represent in the true sense what 
the voters want.” 
 Ms. Lucas said there are “cre-
ative ways” to decrease the dis-
trict’s spending without inflat-
ing class sizes, such as having 
classes in music or art less often. 
“Our means may force us to 
make some choices,” she said.  
“It may mean class sizes go up a 
little bit.” 
 She also said that the teachers’ 
compensation package needs 
to be looked at. She recently 
worked two years in the Portola 
Valley School District, where 
teachers only get raises if they 
can show they have met perfor-

mance standards. “I taught in 
a pay for performance district 
— and I loved it,” she said. Sal-
ary “is not the only factor” in 
attracting teachers,” she said. 
 Ms. Lucas said that she dis-
agrees with the timing of recent 
district salary increases and 
bonuses. “Perhaps postponing 
a vote on the increases until a 
fiscally responsible five-year 
budget was in place, in addition 
to providing more long-term 
security for the teachers, would 
have built some good will and 
support with the citizens,” she 
said. “Their support is needed 
to establish long-term financial 
stability.”

David Ackerman
 Mr. Ackerman said he was 
inspired to run for the school 
board after the parcel taxes 
failed in May. He was “stunned” 
by the loss, he said.
 “I thought I had a lot to offer,” 
he said, including knowledge of 
how schools run and how prin-
cipals and teachers think, and 
about the district community. 
 “I think there’s a lack of inspi-
ration in terms of leadership of 
the school district,” he said. “I 
think there needs to be a refocus 

on what it’s all about,” which is 
students and teachers, he said.
 What the community needs 
to know to support the schools 
is more than facts and figures 
about the budget, he said. “I 
think that’s only part of the 
story. The other part is emotion 
and inspiration,” he said. 
 “What are our dreams for 
our kids — what is our dream 
for our community?” he asked. 
“I think that part was entirely 
missing from the parcel tax 
campaign.” 
 Mr. Ackerman said he has 
been asked if he would have a 
conflict of interest in negotiat-
ing compensation for district 
staff, since his partner is a dis-
trict librarian.
 It turns out, however, that the 
California Fair Political Prac-
tices Commission says that a 
public official does not need to 
recuse himself from a decision 
that affects the compensation of 
himself or a relative as long as 
the change affects a whole class 
of people, not just the specific 
employee.
 Mr. Ackerman said that while 
he would have voted to give the 

Alka Gupta
Age: 46
Civic, volunteer activities: Past board 
member, Saheli, aiding victims of domestic 
abuse; early adviser, Pratham Boston, 
underprivileged children’s education in 
India; past board member, South Asian 
Leaders of Tomorrow;  past chair, TiE men-
tor program for entrepreneurs.
Involvement in school district: Menlo 
Park-Atherton Education Foundation board 
member, co-president.
Education: B.S., Case Western Reserve 
University;  MBA, Wharton School, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.
Work: 20 years in consumer internet, 
payments, and commerce as a business 
strategist and operator at eBay, Lycos, and 
startups.
Lived in area: 10 years.
Family: 9-year-old son and husband, who 
works at Cisco.
Website: www.alkagupta.org

Caroline Lucas
Age: 49
Civic, volunteer activities: Girl Scout 
leader and current volunteer; Spanish 
translator in medical clinics, Ravenswood 
City School District classroom volunteer.
Involvement in school district: Hillview 
Middle School: Co-founder, service club, 
volunteer Character Education Program; 
charter member, MPCSD Project Corner-
stone Asset Development Team.
Education: Doctorate, educational lead-
ership, University of Southern California; 
master’s in education and Spanish, plus 
multiple subject teaching credentials, 
UCLA; bachelor’s, Santa Clara University.
Work: 27 years as a public educator as a 
teacher and teacher coach in school dis-
tricts and the New Teacher Center.
Lived in area: Menlo Park, 17 years; hus-
band’s family here since the 1860s. 
Family: Two children at Menlo-Atherton 
High School and husband who all attended 
MPCSD schools and M-A.

David Ackerman 
Age: 70
Civic, volunteer activities: For 15 years 
as a Menlo Park district principal, involved 
in almost all school-related Oak Knoll and 
district-sponsored community activities.
Involvement in school district: Princi-
pal, Encinal School, 2000 to 2002; princi-
pal, Oak Knoll School, 2002-2015; served 
on major planning and problem solving 
district-level committees and chaired and 
led school-level committees.
Education: Master’s degree in education
Work background: 45 years in education 
(15 as teacher and 30 as principal in four 
states and diverse schools and communi-
ties).
Lived in area: San Mateo County, 15 
years; Menlo Park, since February 2016.
Family: Three children (two are teach-
ers) and seven grandchildren. Partner is a 
librarian in the school district.
Website: None.

Scott Saywell
Age: 43
Civic, volunteer activities: Coach, AMA 
softball.
Involvement in school district: Presi-
dent, Laurel School Site Council; member, 
extended Visioning Committee for Laurel 
School; classroom volunteer; STEAM Fair 
volunteer.
Education: Phillips Brooks elementary 
school, Menlo School; Bachelor’s degree, 
physiological science, UCLA; MBA, Kel-
logg School of Management, Northwestern 
University.
Work: Biotechnology professional with 20 
years of experience in business develop-
ment, marketing, and operations. 
Lived in area: Grew up in Menlo Park, 
lived in the Willows for past 12 years.
Family: Two children in kindergarten and 
second grade at Laurel School. Wife Mari-
anne Cooper, who grew up in Lindenwood 
and attended Laurel, Encinal, and Menlo-
Atherton. 

Four run for two school board seats

Local News

2016

See SCHOOL BOARD, page 6
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For a complete list of classes, 

lectures and support groups, 

or to register, visit 

pamf.org/healtheducation

Community Health 

Education Programs

Open 365 days/year
8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

301 Industrial Road, San Carlos

650-596-4100

pamf.org/urgentcare

San Carlos Urgent Care

October and November 2016
All our lectures are free and open to the public. Classes may have a fee.

Live Call for PAMF Fertility 

Patients: Mindfulness – 

Ancient Practices Meet  

Modern Medicine
Oct. 5, 5 to 6 p.m.

Learn how mindfulness can ease symptoms 

of stress and help optimize your chances of 

success with fertility treatment.

To register, call 800-597-2234 or  

visit pamf.org/healtheducation.

Breast Cancer: 

Diagnosis and 

Treatment
Oct. 11, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Learn about the most recent 

screening guidelines for 

breast cancer and the latest 

advances in treatment.

Palo Alto Center • 650-853-4873
795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Common Ankle Problems  

and Treatments
Oct. 26, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Learn about  a broad range of ankle conditions 

affecting everyone from the athlete to the 

casual walker.

San Carlos Center • 650-853-4873
301 Industrial Road, San Carlos

How to Start the  

Conversation about  

End-of-Life Care
Nov. 7, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Palo Alto Center • 650-853-4873
795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Living Well with  

Prediabetes
Nov. 8, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Palo Alto Center • 650-853-4873
795 El Camino Real, Palo AltoMedicare Update for  

San Mateo County
What's new for 2016.

Oct. 19, 6 to 8 p.m.  

Nov. 14, 6 to 8 p.m.

San Carlos Center • 650-853-4873 
301 Industrial Road, San Carlos

Oct. 24, 6 to 8 p.m.

Palo Alto Center • 650-853-4873
795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

N E W S

district’s employees the recent 
salary increases and bonus they 
were given, he questions some 
of the district’s negotiating tac-
tics, including that the district 
was negotiating the 2015-16 
contract after the school year 
had already ended. He said the 
fact that the district has a high 
level of reserves also puts it at a 
disadvantage when negotiating.
 However, he said, “we cannot 
expect our teachers to love, pro-
tect, and educate our children 
and grandchildren and then 
ask that they bear the burden of 
balancing the districts’ budget 
by sacrificing their own family’s 
financial well-being.”

Scott Saywell
 Mr. Saywell, who grew up in 
Menlo Park, said he thinks the 
quality of its school districts “are 
a big reason why the community 
is what it is,” and he would like 
that to continue. “I want to keep 
it good, and I want to keep it on 
the trajectory that it’s at.”
 His involvement in the schools 
has given him “a great perspec-
tive into how the school oper-
ates,” he said.
 He also plans to be around 
for a long time. “We plan this to 
be our home forever,” he said. 
“I think that gives me a vested 
interest.”
 He said he felt that serving 
on the board “is something 
that I would really enjoy doing 
that is really important to me 

(and) that would benefit the 
community.”
 Mr. Saywell said his perspective 
is that the board in making its  
decisions should keep in mind 
their effects on students. “I view 
this as we’re providing a product 
to our customers,” he said, and 
“our customers are the kids.”
 “To me,” he said, “it’s all about 
... providing the best possible 
environment for our kids to 
succeed.”
 Passing a new parcel tax mea-
sure is vital, he said. “I don’t see 
a whole lot of excess spending 
going on,” he said. Passing a 
new parcel tax measure needs to 
happen in partnership with the 
broader community — not just 
the school community, he added.
 “I think there’s a perception of 
a lack of transparency and clear 
communication,” he said. Resi-
dents need to know the results of 
spending their money. “There’s 
no dialogue like that with the 
community,” he said.  
 “I will support working 
together with the community 
to come up with a solution that 
will work for everybody.”
 Mr. Saywell said he agrees 
with the board’s action on sal-
ary increases. “Increasing sala-
ries by 2.5 percent barely main-
tains pay in an area with a high 
and rising cost of living,” he 
said. “I see the school board’s 
modest increase in employee 
pay for 2014-2017 as an action 
that any organization in this 
area should take if it wants to 
retain top talent in a competi-
tive labor market.” A

SCHOOL BOARD
continued from page 5

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

P
olice officers and City 
Manager George Roder-
icks are getting pay raises.

 The contract with the Ather-
ton Police Officers Association, 
approved by the City Coun-
cil on Sept. 21, gives officers 
raises totaling 11.5 percent over 
the next three years, but asks 
officers to pay part of the 
town’s retirement contributions 
in exchange. The contact had 
already been ratified by the 
association.
 The previous three-year-con-
tract included no annual raises.
 With the savings in pen-
sion contributions offset by the 
raises, the contract is expected 
to cost the town $250,925 over 
its three-year life. The average 
raise in salary and benefits for 
officers is a little more than 
$3,000 a year.
 Police dispatchers will receive 
larger average raises, a little 

less than $4,300 in salary and 
benefits each year, after a salary 
survey found they were being 
paid 8 percent less than other 
surveyed dispatchers. 
 City Manager George Rod-
ericks also received a raise, 
bringing him to a base salary of 
$209,725 a year, plus an annual 
$4,800 auto allowance and an 
annual $3,000 technology allow-
ance. His contract calls for a 
midterm evaluation in January, 
after which he could be awarded 
a bonus of up to $15,000.
 Mr. Rodericks’ base salary 
was $160,000 when he was hired 
in October 2012, when he was 
expected to take advantage of 
free housing in Holbrook-Palm-
er Park. He was given a raise to 
$190,000 the following July when 
he said he could not move to 
Atherton for personal reasons. 
 Both votes were unanimous 
with council member Bill Wid-
mer abstaining because he was 
not present for earlier discus-
sions of the contracts. A

Atherton city manager, 
police get pay hikes
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Dear Monica: I have lived 
in my home for several 
years and have not had a 
termite inspection since 
moving in. How often do 
you recommend owners do 
these inspections? Dan T.

Dear Dan: It is a good idea to 

have a termite inspection done 

at least every five years. Many 

termites are slow to cause real 

damage but it is better to arrest 

other wood damage such as fun-

gus and dry rot early.

The weather lately has been typi-

cal for this time of year: hot days 

followed by cool days in the same 

week. Termites swarm in the hot 

weather and you can see them 

especially in areas of direct sun. 

If you have an inspection done 

now your inspector is trained to 

see signs of swarming termites 

and advise you if you have a 

present or potential problem.

It may be necessary to fumigate 

your home if damage is seen. 

Since you are living in the house 

you will have to move out for at 

least three days and make other 

preparations for the fumigation. 

But it is not as difficult as you 

may think and is worth doing if 

it is necessary.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may  
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.  
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

Termite Season

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

LEARN MORE AT 
peninsulacleanenergy.com

CONTACT US
1-866-966-0110

CLEANER ENERGY 
AT LOWER RATES
You now have a choice in where your 
electricity comes from. 

cleaner and greener electricity with reliable 

you're currently paying. 

es from.

electricity with reliable 

ng. 

“I support Peninsula 
Clean Energy to help keep 
our environment healthy.”

— Adam L.

N E W S

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

I
t’s costly 
for people 
with average 

incomes to live 
in San Mateo 
County. The 
median price for 
a single-family home is $1.25 
million, a price out of reach for a 
three-person household earning 
the median income of $108,000, 
according to the annual Indica-
tors Report from the nonprofit 
Sustainable San Mateo County.
 The report shows that home 
building has not been a priority. 
Of the county’s 20 incorporated 
communities, 15 (or 75 percent) 
built fewer than 50 percent of 
homes planned for in a seven-year 
regional projection that ended 
in 2013. The projection for 2014 
to 2022 shows a need for 16,418 
new homes, with 9,851 of them 
(60 percent) affordable for people 
with incomes of less than $86,500.
 On the Nov. 8 ballot, Measure 
K would extend by 20 years 
the 10-year half-cent sales tax 
(Measure A) passed by voters in 
2013. The ballot includes a list 
of priorities for how to spend the 
estimated $85 million a year in 
revenues from the tax, starting 
with housing for “seniors, people 
with disabilities, veterans and 
families.” Other priorities include 
enhancing public transit, combat-
ing human trafficking, address-
ing sea level rise, and maintaining 
safe schools and neighborhoods.
 While most tax measures 
require the approval of a two-
thirds majority of voters to pass, 
Measure K needs only a simple 
majority, or just over 50 percent, 
because the revenues are not ear-
marked for a specific purpose.
 Measure K’s focus on housing, 
sea level rise, etc., would add to 
the proposed spending for Mea-
sure A, including improving 
student reading skills, prevent-
ing child abuse, keeping county 
parks open and maintaining 
adequate staff in the county jail.
 By July 2017, Measure A will 
have added $322 million to the 
county’s general fund, accord-
ing to the county manager’s 
office. The county spent $104.6 
million of these revenues so far 
and has allocated $178.3 million 
for the current budget.
 Measure A spending includes 
$15 million for public transport 
for the disabled; $14 million for 
technology infrastructure; $12.5 
million in North Fair Oaks to 
put utilities underground, add 
street lights and make other 
changes to improve the neigh-

borhood; $2.1 million for new 
fire engines; $1.7 million for 
homeless shelter operations in 
East Palo Alto; $900,000 on 
summer school reading pro-
grams; and $307,000 on housing 
for farm laborers.

A compelling issue?
 In San Mateo County, between 
2010 and 2014, businesses created 
55,000 new jobs and developers 
built just 2,100 new housing units, 
Supervisor Don Horsley said. “We 
have a housing crisis now that 
has been developing over the past 
several years,” he said.
 “The business community (is) 
telling us that it is becoming 
difficult to recruit and retain 
employees because of the lack 
of housing,” Mr. Horsley said. 
“In the county government, 
we are having trouble recruit-
ing deputy sheriffs, doctors 
and nurses. School districts are 
having trouble recruiting and 
retaining teachers.”
 “You can walk up and down 
just about any main street in this 
county and you will see ‘help 
wanted’ adds for our service 
industry,” he said. “That is why 
we are asking voters to join with 
us and help provide resources 
to address the housing crisis. ... 
Delaying dealing with it only 
makes the problem worse.”
 Opponents of Measure K 
aren’t buying it. “If housing is as 
compelling as (Mr. Horsley) says 
it is, what the county should have 
done was to put a bond measure 
specifically for housing on the 
ballot. If you’re going to do this, 
do it right,” said Matt Grocutt, 
a San Carlos City Councilman 
and chair of the “Committee to 
Stop K, Why Now?”
 “In trying to pull people’s 
heart strings and get people to 
pass this measure, they’re say-
ing ‘affordable housing, afford-
able housing, affordable hous-
ing,’” Mr. Grocutt said. “They’re 
essentially making this about 
affordable housing.”
 Supervisors in Santa Clara and 
Alameda counties are propos-
ing bond measures. Voters this 
November could authorize the 
counties to fund housing by bor-
rowing up to $950 million and 
$580 million, respectively. Such 
measures raise taxes based on 
a property’s assessed value and 
require a two-thirds majority to 
pass.
 San Mateo County supervi-
sors considered a bond measure, 
Mr. Horsley said. The county 
asked the Non-Profit Housing 
Association of Northern Cali-
fornia to test voter support for a 
$500 million measure, he said. 

The result: 63 percent approval, 
short of the necessary two-
thirds majority.
 The county itself polled voters 
on measures of $350 million and 
$300 million and got the same 
result, Mr. Horsley said. But 
support for extending Measure 
A came back with a 71 percent 
score, he said.
 With a 27-year income from 
Measure K, the county might 
arrange lease revenue bonds to 
build affordable housing, as was 
done to build the new jail and a 
juvenile hall, Mr. Horsley said.
 But County Counsel John Bei-
ers noted that while projects 
for “core county facilities” are 
common in the bond market, 
affordable housing may not be 
in the same category. “Whether 
a similar financing structure is 
feasible for affordable housing is 
a complex issue,” he said in an 
email, “and the County would 
need to work with bond counsel 
and its financial consultants if the 
measure passes and the County 
ultimately decides to explore it.”
 It’s also possible, Mr. Beiers 
said, that Measure K revenues 
may go to support affordable 
housing in ways not involving 
construction. But, he added, 
“such decisions will not be 
made unless the voters have first 
approved the measure.”
 The board could pursue pub-
lic/private partnerships with 
developers, Mr. Horsley said, 
adding that the county is consid-
ering a $200,000 loan to Penin-
sula Open Space Trust and Blue 
Horse Farm to buy two mobile 
homes for farm labor housing.

 Opponents argue that with 
seven years yet to run on Mea-
sure A, it doesn’t make sense to 
extend the tax now.
 State Sen. Jerry Hill, whose 
district includes all of San 
Mateo County, acknowledges 
the importance of the problem. 
“I think affordable housing 
needs to be addressed,” he said, 
but added that Measure K “is 
not a specific tax for a specific 
item. How much is going to go 
to affordable housing?”
 “My concern is more the 
temporary nature of the (tax) 
turning permanent,” Sen. Hill 
said. “We also know that sales 
taxes are regressive,” he said. 
“We might be helping some, but 
we’re hurting others.”
 Asked to comment, Mr. Hors-
ley noted that the people helped 
by these measures are spending 
most of their money on rent 

Voters asked to extend county’s 
1/2-cent sales tax by 20 years

2016

See SALES TAX, page 8
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and food, neither of which is 
taxed. Is it fair, he asked, to use 
a municipal bond measure to tax 
people with property to support 
people without property? “With 
sales taxes, everybody contrib-
utes to the solution,” he said.
 Opponents have another view. 
With the half-cent sales tax, “the 
county is sucking up all the oxy-
gen in the room,” Councilman 
Grocutt said. Cities and towns 
also have reason to boost their 
general funds through increased 

sales taxes, he said.
 Assemblyman Rich Gordon 
said Measure K “makes a tre-
mendous amount of sense,” 
adding that if he were still a San 
Mateo County supervisor, he 
would support it. “I don’t know 
how else it gets done,” he said.
 It’s been left up to the high-cost-
of-living communities to figure 
out how to provide housing for 
people with lower paying service 
jobs, he said. Lacking local 
options, these people often have 
long commutes. “It’s really unfor-
tunate,” Mr. Gordon said. “It’s just 
not good for the communities.” A

SALES TAX
continued from page 7

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

U
p next: Facebook’s got 
a date with the Menlo 
Park City Council. 

 On Sept. 26, the first phase of 
the company’s expansion project 
cleared the penultimate hurdle 
when it earned the unanimous 
support of the Planning Com-
mission. The  commission voted 
5-0 to recommend that the City 
Council approve various agree-
ments needed for the project to 
move forward. The council will 
get the final say in the project’s 
approval.
 Facebook proposes to build 
two new office buildings and a 
hotel on the site of old industrial 
buildings at 300-309 Constitu-
tion Drive in eastern Menlo Park, 
several of which have already 
been demolished. The new office 
buildings would be connected to 
each other and to Building 20, 
Facebook’s large office build-
ing that runs along Bayfront 
Expressway between Willow 
Road and Constitution Drive.
 The new buildings would 
provide up to 962,400 square 
feet of office space, and the 
hotel, up to 200 rooms. Only 
approval of the designs for 
the first office building are 
currently being sought; the 
second phase of the project, 
which includes the second 
office building and the hotel, 
will require another visit to the 
Planning Commission. 
 “With this (development 
agreement) we’ve made a good 
faith effort to take the feedback 
and concerns in the commu-

nity, translate that into tangible 
investments to help solve some 
of our regional challenges,” 
said Fergus O’Shea, Facebook’s 
director of campus facilities. 
“We believe this package is 
robust in addressing serious 
issues related to transportation 
and housing while producing 
jobs and revenue important 
to our local economy and city 
services, all under the umbrella 
of complying with the existing 
general plan.”
 Rose Bickerstaff, a Belle Haven 
resident, pointed out that Face-
book is not the only tech compa-
ny in the Bay Area that generates 
a lot of commuters. Facebook 
said it plans to abide by a restric-
tive cap on the number of car 
and vehicle trips allowed there 
each day, especially during top 
commuting hours.  
 Representatives from Bay Area 
environmental groups Menlo 
Spark and Sustainable Silicon 
Valley praised Facebook’s plans 
to build its own recycled water 
system at the new office build-
ings, which would repurpose 
sewage wastewater to irrigate 
the site’s extensive proposed 
landscaping. 
 They also said they liked 
that Facebook plans to install 
solar panels to generate its own 
energy. 
 Those who have benefited 
from Facebook’s philanthropic 
work voice support for Facebook 
when the company is seeking 
project approvals, and the Sept. 
26 meeting was no exception. 

A number of JobTrain students 
and first-generation college stu-
dents who have received schol-
arships funded by Facebook 
voiced their gratitude for the 
company’s funding of local 
nonprofits.
 One concern raised was the 
potential displacement of local 
residents, especially low-income 
people, due to the addition of an 
estimated 6,500 new Facebook 
employees.
 As part of the development 
agreement the City Council has 
approved, Facebook will have to 
plan and design 1,500 housing 
units on its nearby property, but 
the company cannot be man-
dated to actually build those 
units.

 The housing can’t be built 
until the city rezones property 
in the area, a step expected to 
happen when the city approves 
its general plan update, cur-
rently underway. Facebook also 
will have to pay the costs for 
or build 20 housing units, and 
has agreed to subsidize rental 
costs for 22 apartments for local 
teachers, public safety officers 
or nonprofit workers. 
 Planning Commissioner John 
Onken said he didn’t think the 
steps would make a “hoot of 
difference on the housing situa-
tion in Menlo Park,” adding he 
thought they were “welcome but 
stop-gap measures.”
 Ultimately, commissioners 
agreed that while there were 

some concerns — such as 
whether the project would 
foster the displacement of local 
residents, and how the com-
pany’s busing system might be 
affected by shifting bus-stop 
policies in San Francisco — the 
project met their requirements 
to recommend that the council 
approve it.
 Citing Facebook’s commit-
ments to mitigating environ-
mental and transportation 
impacts, Planning Commission-
er Henry Riggs said he doesn’t 
have a problem approving the 
project.
 “It takes a special entity to exe-
cute on a project like this,” said 
Commissioner Andrew Barnes. 
“On balance, I support it.” A

Facebook expansion step clears Planning Commission

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

C
andidates for two seats 
on the Menlo Park City 
Council will participate 

in an election forum at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 10, in the council 
chamber at the Civic Center, 701 
Laurel St. in Menlo Park. 
 Incumbents Catherine Carl-
ton and Ray Mueller and chal-
lenger Cecilia Taylor are com-
peting for four-year terms on the 
five-member council. 
 The forum will be moderated 
by a representative of the League 
of Women Voters of South San 
Mateo County, according to 
league president Ellen Hope. 
The public is invited to submit 
written questions to be read by 
the representative.
 The event will be recorded by 
MidPen Media Center and will 
be broadcast following the event 

and available at midpenmedia.
org and lwvssmc.org. 

K9 fundraiser
 A “Paws for Paws” walk 
through Burgess Park, a fund-
raiser for the Menlo Park Police 
Foundation and the Police 
Department’s K9 unit, will be 
held from 8 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday, Oct. 8.
 Burgess Park is in the Civic 
Center at 701 Laurel St. in Menlo 
Park.
 Those with dogs are invited to 
the event, which will have gifts, 
a raffle, dog contests and at 11 
a.m., a K9 demonstration. 
 Registration is $25 for one 
person and one dog, and $30 
for one dog and family of four. 
Additional dogs are $5 each.  
Leashes and poop pickup are 

mandatory. 
 Go to tinyurl.com/paws4paws 
to register. 

LifeMoves benefit
 LifeMoves, formerly Innvi-
sion Shelter Network, which 
provides services and programs 
for people without homes, will 
host its annual breakfast fun-
draiser on Thursday, Oct. 6, 
from 7:30 to 9 a.m. at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel in Burlingame. 
The event will be emceed by 
Ted Robinson, “voice of the 
49ers,” and feature speeches by 
LifeMoves CEO Bruce Ives, a 
LifeMoves client, and keynotes 
by Sarah Rosenkrantz and Sam 
Greenberg, former LifeMoves 
interns and co-founders of Y2Y 
Harvard Square, a student-run 
homeless shelter for young 
adults. 
 Go to lifemoves.org/breakfast 
for more information. 

Meet candidates for Menlo council
 BRIEFS

Photo by Kate Bradshaw/The Almanac.

Facebook expansion project architect Craig Webb of Gehry Partners LLP discusses the project 
before the Menlo Park Planning Commission.

 MENLO PARK

Firefighters hold pancake benefit
 The 16th annual pancake 
breakfast benefit for the Alisa 
Ann Ruch Burn Foundation will 
be held at the main fire station 
in Menlo Park from 7:30 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, Oct. 8.
 The event, at 300 Middlefield 
Road in Menlo Park, will be 

hosted by the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection District and the 
Junior League of Palo Alto-Mid 
Peninsula. It will include kid 
activities, fire truck tours and a 
silent auction.
 Donations will be accepted at 
the door. 
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
Superior Court judge 
has ruled against Ather-
ton and other plaintiffs 

that had tried to stop prog-
ress on Caltrain’s electrification 
project by claiming the proj-
ect’s environmental report was 
flawed. 
 The lawsuit, filed in February 

2015 by Atherton, the Trans-
portation Solutions Defense 
and Education Fund (a tran-
sit advocacy nonprofit) and 
the Community Coalition on 
High-Speed Rail, argued that 

the electrification project and 
the state’s high-speed-rail proj-
ect were so closely tied that any 
environmental report needed to 
look at the possible impacts of 
both projects on the Peninsula.

 Rail tracks run through the 
center of Atherton, just feet 
from town offices and resi-
dents’ backyards, and the town 
has a long history of legal wran-
gles with Caltrain and against 
high-speed rail. 
 Most recently Atherton made 
part of the town a “quiet zone,” 
where trains are not to blow 
their horns, something Cal-
train had said for years was not 
possible. 

Court ruling
 Caltrain spokeswoman Jayme 
Ackemann said the judge’s rul-
ing “confirms what we already 
knew to be the case: Caltrain’s 
project is independent of the 
High Speed Rail project and 
therefore we have a valid, 
approved EIR (environmen-
tal impact report) that has 
fully investigated all of the 
electrification impacts and 
alternatives.”
 Ms. Ackemann, director of 
marketing and communica-
tions for Caltrain, said the 
agency did not make any con-
cessions to Atherton as a result 
of the lawsuit.
 She said construction activi-
ties for electrification will start 
in 2017 and by 2020 electric 
train service should be in 
operation.
 The ruling by Contra Costa 

Atherton loses lawsuit over Caltrain electrification

The Menlo Park City School District Board & 
Leadership invite all community members to 
participate in a series of input sessions & board 
meetings regarding the district’s financial planning. 
Input regarding potential reductions or parcel tax 
renewals/increases is eagerly sought. All sessions 
take place at the Hillview Middle School Performing 
Arts Center at 1100 Elder Avenue, Menlo Park.

Want to provide online input or learn more? 
Please visit district.mpcsd.org.

Questions? 
Please email: commadvisoryteam@mpcsd.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
The community of Menlo Park City School District is invited to 
provide input. Learn more. Share your voice. Get involved.

Tuesday, Sept. 27 @ 6:00 p.m. 
“What can we learn from 2016 Measure A&C?”

Tuesday, Oct. 18 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Leadership presents reduction proposal

Monday, Oct. 24 @ 9:00 a.m. 
“Should MPCSD pursue parcel tax to minimize cuts?”

Tuesday, Oct. 25 @ 6:00 p.m. 
“Should MPCSD pursue parcel tax to minimize cuts?”

Wednesday, Nov. 9 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Board discusses options, provides direction

N E W S

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

W
hen Atherton’s City 
Council asked its 
architects to shave 

some square footage, and cost, 
off the new civic center’s design 
earlier this summer, they ended 
up saving something they hadn’t 
thought to ask for — a heritage 
oak tree scheduled for removal. 

At the council’s Sept. 21 meet-
ing, Architect John Schlueter 
of WRNS Studio showed the 
majestic oak as part of the new 
site plan for the civic center, 
along with refined floor plans 
and a look at some of the inte-
riors and exteriors for the new 
civic center buildings. 

New accommodations for 
police, administration and plan-
ning and building functions 
are planned along with a new 
library and council chambers.

Among the changes that will 
allow the complex to shrink by 
about 3,200 square feet, or about 
15 percent from an earlier ver-
sion, Mr. Schlueter said, were 
combining the police depart-
ment’s fitness and technical 
areas and reducing the size of 
the new dual-purpose council 

chambers/emergency opera-
tions center. The new chambers 
will seat about 50, with an 
adjoining loggia for overflow.
 “It’s a huge, huge reduction 
and huge site improvement,” 
Mayor Elizabeth Lewis said.
 The size reductions should 
save at least $2 million in con-
struction costs, the council was 
told at an earlier meeting. Firm 
cost estimates for the design are 
scheduled to come to the coun-
cil at its Oct. 19 meeting.
 The council also considered 
whether to help pay to move 
a nearly 80-year-old, 3-foot-
diameter underground steel 
water pipe controlled by the San 
Francisco Public Utilities Com-
mission that will skirt the new 
buildings.
 The water pipe’s location does 
not interfere with the buildings’ 
placement, but not moving it 
could cause problems if it fails. 
A consultant estimated the cost 
of moving the pipe at $768,000, 
plus design and permit costs. 
 The town could be out as 
much as $500,000 if it pays to 
remove the 45 percent of the 
pipe the SFPUC has an ease-
ment for. It has no easement for 
the remaining 55 percent of the 

pipe, the consultant said. 
 “I don’t like our side of the 
cost,” Councilman Cary Wiest 
said, but he also doesn’t like 
the risk of leaving the old pipe 
in place. “This is the time to do 
it,” he said. “This is the perfect 
opportunity to make this deci-
sion in the taxpayer’s interest.”
 City Manager George Roder-
icks said the town will continue 

negotiations with the SFPUC.
 Council members also saw 
plans for a 199-square-foot space 
in the town’s current council 
chambers that could be re-
purposed as a cafe or warming 
kitchen. They asked the architect 
to try to find more space, and to 
leave flexibility for a future ten-
ant to design the space.
 The library floor plans will be 

further refined after a meeting 
with the Friends of the Atherton 
Library, the architect said. 
Details, such as which exterior 
wall materials to use, are being 
considered, with rammed earth 
one of the options. Rammed 
earth has a low carbon footprint 
and is thermally efficient, keep-
ing heat and cold out and stor-
ing heat, Mr. Schlueter said. A

Atherton council hears update on civic center design

Drawing by WRNS Studio/Courtesy Town of Atherton

The new library would adjoin the existing council chambers, which would be renovated as a public 
meeting space, including a small cafe or warming kitchen. The two buildings would be joined by a large deck 
that could seat 60 people for events such as author readings.

See LAWSUIT, page 11
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Breast Cancer: Advances in 
Diagnosis and Care
A COMMUNITY TALK

This year, about 246,000 women will receive a 

breast cancer diagnosis. But thanks to advances in 

detection and treatment, there is a decrease in breast 

cancer deaths among U.S. women. Join Stanford 

Medicine doctors as they discuss breast cancer care 

and the latest updates in treatments and breast 

reconstruction, survivorship and research. 

Learn from breast specialists about:

• Medical and surgical treatments including 

targeted therapy

• Latest advances in radiation therapy, including 

accelerated partial breast irradiation

• Clinical research and cancer genetics

• Breast reconstruction options  

(Special Break-out Session) 

Stanford’s breast cancer experts will share the 

latest information and answer your questions.

Saturday, Oct 15 
9:30am – 11:00am

Sunnyvale Community Center 

@ the Senior Center 

550 E. Remington Drive, Sunnyvale, CA

Reserve your space 

Free and open to the public. Seating is limited.  

Please register at stanfordhealthcare.org/events  

or by calling 650.736.6555.

SPECIAL BREAK-OUT SESSION

Please join us from 11:15am – 12:00pm for a break-out session about breast 

reconstruction after the Community Talk. Speakers include: Arash Momeni, MD 

and Dung Nguyen, MD.  

SPEAKERS 

Carl Bertelsen, MD 

Surgical Oncologist

Kathleen Horst, MD  

Radiation Oncologist 

Arash Momeni, MD 

Reconstructive Plastic Surgeon

Lidia Schapira, MD  

Medical Oncologist 

George Sledge Jr., MD   

Medical Oncologist

N E W S

County Superior Court Judge 
Barry P. Goode said high-
speed rail and the electrifica-
tion projects are separate proj-
ects. The lawsuit had argued 
that the electrification project 
couldn’t take place without 
high-speed rail because some 
of the funding that makes the 
electrification project possible 
comes from the California 
High Speed Rail Authority, 
and that the ultimate plan is 
for Caltrain and high-speed 
rail to share the rail tracks that 

run from San Francisco to San 
Jose.
 “The Electrification Project 
can be implemented success-
fully even if the HSR project 
never takes another step for-
ward,” Judge Goode wrote. 
“It is a project of independent 
utility that Caltrain has been 
seeking to implement for nearly 
twenty-five years. The fact that 
CHSRA is willing to fund it 
does not change that.” 
 Atherton City Attorney Bill 
Conners said it will be up to 
the council to review the deci-
sion and decide if it wants to 
appeal. A

LAWSUIT
continued from page 10

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A
therton Police Chief Ed 
Flint will retire effec-
tive Oct. 14, the town 

announced Sept. 30. Chief 
Flint had been on leave with a 
medical condition for months 
and Commander Joe Wade has 
been acting chief since early 
April.
 Chief Flint 
was hired by 
Atherton as an 
interim chief 
in July 2011, 
but the town 
c o n v i n c e d 
him to stay 
and interim 
was removed 
from his title in May 2012.
 He has worked in law 
enforcement for more than 
40 years, including serving as 
police chief in Santa Rosa and 
Elk Grove. He also worked 
during his career with the Cal-
ifornia Highway Patrol in Red-
wood City and the Sacramento 
County Sheriff ’s Department, 
and was assistant police chief 
in Citrus Heights. 
 He is a retired Army colo-
nel, and served in the Army 
Reserves and California 
National Guard. 
 Mayor Elizabeth Lewis said 
she is “sad to lose Ed as our 
chief of police.”
 She said he “joined us at a 
critical time and set a very 
high bar of excellence, integ-
rity and performance in our 
police department. He has 
recruited the ‘best of the best’ 
to serve and protect our resi-
dents and the 10 schools and 
7,000 students in our town.” 
 In a statement, the town 
says he “played a major role 
in improving the police 
department through staffing 
changes and new hires, and 

execution of new policies and 
procedures.”
 Among changes he brought 
to the department were 
strengthening the traff ic 
unit; bringing back a schools’ 
resource officer; increasing 
the number of authorized 
sworn personnel; adding a 
fifth dispatcher to the rota-
tion; securing a full-time 
code enforcement officer; and 
working with the Civic Center 
Advisory Committee to help 
design new police department 
facilities.
 He also implemented recog-
nition awards for employees 
based on years of service and 
adopted a new department 
motto: “To Serve With Honor, 
Integrity and Professional-
ism,” which was etched on all 
police vehicles.
 “Flint’s exceptional leader-
ship and dedication to the town 
has been greatly appreciated by 
the community, town council, 
city manager and town staff,” 
the town’s statement says. “His 
professionalism and integrity 
have been invaluable and will 
leave a lasting impression on 
the department.” 
 Atherton’s City Manager 
George Rodericks also had 
praise for Chief Flint. “I’ve 
had the opportunity to work 
directly with six police chiefs 
over the course of my 16 years 
as a city manager,” he said. 
“Some were contract, some 
were employees — all were 
exemplary. Chief Flint is no 
exception. His dedication to 
the organization, to the com-
munity, and to his role as one 
of its leaders was inspiring.” 
 Mr. Rodericks said Joe Wade 
will remain as acting chief 
while the town looks for a new 
police chief. He said the pro-
cess will take at least two to 
three months and will proba-
bly use a recruitment firm. A

Atherton’s police chief, 
Ed Flint, is retiring

Photo courtesy town 
of Atherton

Ed Flint
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At Care Indeed,  
you have a voice 
because we listen.
We take the time to understand 
your needs, and offer solutions that 
address every aspect of your care... 
the kind of care that you want and 
makes you happy.

At Care Indeed, 
we listen because 

we care.

HCO#414000723

(650) 328-1001  
www.careindeed.com

890 Santa Cruz Avenue, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025

N E W S

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

L
aurel School in Atherton, 
which next month will 
open its second campus 

in Menlo Park, has won a pres-
tigious National Blue Ribbon 
School award, Principal Linda 
Creighton has announced. 
 Winning schools will be hon-
ored at a ceremony in Wash-
ington, D.C., on Nov. 7 and 8, 
and Laurel will celebrate its 
award when the Laurel School 
Upper Campus holds a grand 
opening at 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 22, at the new school, 
275 Elliott Drive in Menlo 
Park. Only 279 public schools 
nationally won the award this 
year.
 Principal Creighton said just 

being invited to apply for the 
award is an honor, with only 
35 California schools asked to 
compete for the 2016 award.
 A website honoring the 
school’s accomplishment con-
tains some of the facts from 
Laurel’s application:
 “Laurel students’ achievement 
on state tests were twice as high 
as the state averages, and among 
Hispanic students, results were 
64% (English language arts) 
and 54% (math), compared 
with 37% and 24% statewide. 
Although we were commended 
for these results, we continue 
to innovate toward no achieve-
ment gap at all,” the website 
says.
 “We believe that a National 
Blue Ribbon School is one that 
excels, but refuses to rest on its 

laurels (pun intended),” the dis-
trict’s application says. “It is 
closing the achievement gap, but 
recognizes there is still much 

work to be done. Its staff finds 
meaning and joy in doing that 
work, and its students arrive 
each day confident and excited 

to learn. It is a school where the 
community is highly involved 
and invested in the vision and 
mission of the school.” A

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

V
eteran educator Lynette 
Hovland will be the next 
principal of Ormon-

dale Elementary School, which 
serves children in transitional 
kindergarten through third 
grade in the Portola Valley 
School District.
 The district’s governing 
board approved Ms. Hovland’s 
appointment at its Sept. 28 
meeting. She will 
be paid a base sal-
ary of $135,479 a 
year.
 In June the dis-
trict announced 
that the former 
Ormondale princi-
pal, Kevin Keegan, 
had taken a job 
with the Santa 
Clara School Dis-
trict near his home 
in Santa Clara. 
 Ms. Hovland, 
a resident of San 
Mateo, spent five 
years as an ele-
mentary school principal and 
nine years as a middle school 
principal, before taking on 
several positions in the district 
office of the San Carlos School 
District.
 Most recently she worked for 
the San Carlos Charter Learn-
ing Center as a consultant and 
director of learner services and 
special education, according to 
her LinkedIn page
 The district’s acting super-
intendent, Eric Hartwig, said 
Ms. Hovland was the perfect fit 

for the district. She has experi-
ence as a teacher and principal 
at both the elementary and 
middle school levels, and is “a 
hands-on leader who we feel 
will leverage the energy and 
talent of the staff,” he said.
 Mr. Hartwig said he is 
“impressed with her analytical 
skills and her ability to com-
municate her conclusions to 
parents and teachers. 
 Since Ormondale is a one-
administrator school, he said, 

“Lynette’s broad 
experience in 
school policy and 
management (is) 
a huge asset to the 
school.”
 In a Sept. 28 
statement from 
the district, Mr. 
Hartwig said Ms. 
Hovland is “very 
versed in curricu-
lum and instruc-
tion and has a 
welcoming and 
confident manner. 
I think she will 
relate well with 

staff, with parents and the 
community, and most impor-
tantly, with ‘the little ones.’”
 She is scheduled to start Oct. 
6 and will work with acting 
principal Sue Sartor until Ms. 
Sartor’s departure sometime in 
mid-October.
 “This is the beginning of an 
exciting new chapter for 
Ormondale School, and I know 
you will join me in welcoming 
Lynette into the Ormondale 
and PVSD family,” Mr. Hartwig 
said. A

Laurel School wins Blue 
Ribbon Schools award

Veteran educator named 
Ormondale principalBy Kate Bradshaw

Almanac Staff Writer

L
ove all things fantasy, sci-
fi or anime, but couldn’t 
make it to San Diego’s offi-

cial Comic-Con this year? 
Menlo Park will offer its own 

Comic Con on Saturday, Oct. 
15, with manga drawing classes, 
comic book trading, live music, 
animation screenings, seminars 
and cosplay. The event will run 
from 3 to 7 p.m. at the Menlo 
Park Library at 800 Alma St. 

Throughout the event, there 
will be animation screenings 

and comic-related crafts, an area 
for artists and vendors to sell 
art and books, and comic book 
trading. 
 The schedule: 
  3 p.m.: Live music from 
“The Cantina Band,” including 
songs from movies and video 
games. Musicians are Travis W. 
Hendrix, Annie Cilley, Kalei 
Yamanoha and Juliana Frick. 
  4 p.m. : “Women in Com-
ics,” a seminar by Anna Cebrian, 
founder & CEO of Illusive Com-
ics & Games, Isle of Gamers, and 
Illogical Associates Publishing.
  5 p.m.: “The Music of J.R.R. 

Tolkien,” performed by Marga-
ret Davis and Kristoph Klover.
  5 p.m.: Manga drawing 
workshop for youth 10-18 years 
old. Two-hour class presented by 
Karen Luk, whose art has been 
exhibited at the Cartoon Art 
Museum and Google. Participa-
tion limited to 30. Wristbands 
distributed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 
  6 p.m.: “How to Get Your 
Comics Published,” a seminar 
by Anna Cebrian. 
 Costumes are encouraged. 
 Go to tinyurl.com/comic509 
for more information.  A

Comic Con coming to Menlo Park

Photo courtesy Laurel School

 Laurel School students celebrate.  Their school has won a 2016 National Blue Ribbon School Award.

Superintendent 
Eric Hartwig said 
he is ‘impressed 

with her 
analytical skills 
and her ability 

to communicate 
her conclusions 
to parents and 

teachers.’
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www.237Mapache.com    
Offered at $8,888,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

Fabulous Resort-Like Compound

Valley. The luxuriously upgraded estate is every entertainer’s dream, and includes a guesthouse, a poolhouse, and a studio for a 

total of 5 bedrooms, 7.5 bathrooms, and a living area of approx. 8,100 sq. ft. (per drawings). French doors throughout the single-

level main home open to the exciting grounds, allowing easy indoor-outdoor enjoyment. Excellent amenities include six-car 

garage parking, a sauna, and a heated pool and spa. Stroll to trails throughout the surrounding woodland paradise while easily 

accessing local shopping and scenic open spaces. 

237 Mapache Drive, Portola Valley



14 TheAlmanac AlmanacNews.com October 5, 2016

BING INSIDE/OUT:  
ARTS OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1:00PM - 5:00 PM

DANISH STRING QUARTET
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 7:30 PM

CELEBRATING 
SEASON FIVE AT BING  
CONCERT HALL

COMING UP SOON: a free day 
of live music, arts and crafts, food 
trucks, and more at our annual arts 
open house, plus a performance by 
the quirky Danish String Quartet.

SEASON MEDIA SPONSORS

live.stanford.edu 
650.724.2464

FREE!

N E W S

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

C
ourt was not in session 
on April 13, 2015, when, 
in the presence of a 

custodian, a court clerk and a 
court reporter, Deputy Andy 
Mar of the San Mateo County 
Sheriff ’s Office, on temporary 
duty as a bailiff, took his gun 
out of its holster. Custodian 
Jose Verdusco alleged that Mr. 
Mar then pointed the gun at 
him.

Deputies were called to the 
scene and Mr. Mar told a 
deputy, “I did it,” according to 
an account of the incident by 
District Attorney Steve Wag-
staffe. But what did he do?

On Aug. 29, 2016, after a 
three-day trial and about four 
hours of deliberation, a jury 
acquitted Mr. Mar of the one 
charge he was facing: mis-
demeanor brandishing of a 
firearm.

In an interview, Deputy 
District Attorney Deshawn 
Madha noted the inherent 
ambiguity of those three words 
from Mr. Mar. “That’s basi-
cally what I had: ‘I did it,’” he 

said. It turned out not to be 
clear what Mr. Mar was saying 
that he did.
 This case presented two 
challenges for prosecutors, 
Mr. Madha said: conflicting 
evidence about what actually 
happened, and the fact that the 
defendant was a peace officer.
 Mr. Mar’s attorney did not 
respond to requests for an 
interview.

Conflicting evidence
 “The issue was not did he 
(draw) his firearm,” Mr. Mad-
ha said. “It was a matter of did 
he violate the law. It’s only a 
crime if you brandish it.” The 
state penal code defines bran-
dishing as drawing or exhibit-
ing a loaded firearm in a rude, 
angry, or threatening manner.
 Where Mr. Mar did point his 
gun? “It depends on who you 
believe,” Mr. Madha said. “The 
custodian said Mar pointed it 
directly at him. Mar says he 
never pointed the gun at the 
custodian, but pointed it at a 
wall. None of the witnesses 
were helpful in terms of cor-
roborating where the gun was 
pointed. There wasn’t any-

thing for the jury to hang on 
to,” Mr. Madha said.
 The court reporter and court 
clerk who witnessed the inci-
dent “are people who, in gen-
eral, have a very detached 
perspective,” Mr. Madha said. 
“They are observers.” But it’s 
one thing to be observing in a 
courtroom and quite another 
to be testifying. They were 
“quite nervous” on the stand, 
Mr. Madha said.

 Having witnesses might seem 
a big advantage, but jurors still 
judge the credibility of what 
they’re hearing, Mr. Madha 
said. Attorneys are in the dark 
as to the jurors’ perceptions. 
“It’s a one-way street, talking 
to jurors,” he said.
 Mr. Verdusco, the custodian, 

is also suing Mr. Mar in civil 
court, alleging assault as well 
as false imprisonment, inten-
tional and negligent inf liction 
of emotional distress, and 
a civil-rights violation. San 
Mateo County is named as 
a co-defendant and accused 
of negligent hiring, training, 
supervision and retention.
 The civil complaint describes 
the incident. “Without cause 
or provocation,” Mr. Verdusco 
says, Mr. Mar pulled his loaded 
gun from his holster and 
pointed it at Mr. Verdusco with 
his finger on the trigger and 
said, “You want some South 
Carolina justice?” (A week 
earlier, a white police officer 
from North Charleston, South 
Carolina, had shot and killed 
an unarmed black man with 
his back to the officer and run-
ning away.)
 This alleged threat came 
up in the criminal trial, but 
no one could corroborate Mr. 
Verdusco’s account of what was 
said, Mr. Madha said.
 The jury also heard five min-
utes of testimony by defense 
witnesses as to the character 
of Mr. Mar, a privilege not 

allowed plaintiffs except in 
cases of self defense, Mr. Mad-
ha said. 
 In addition to being allowed 
witnesses to testify as to his 
character, Mr. Mar had an 
inherent advantage in being 
in law enforcement. “There’s 
a common understanding 
(among prosecutors) that a 
jury will give the benefit of 
the doubt maybe more often 
than if it wasn’t a peace officer, 
Assistant District Attorney Al 
Serrato told the Almanac in an 
earlier interview. Such cases are 
“always challenging,” he said.
 “It’s been very interesting. 
We don’t get cases like this 
every day,” Mr. Madha said. “I 
was disappointed (with the 
outcome), but you win some 
and you lose some.” A

Brandishing firearm: Why jury acquitted deputy

The case presented 
two challenges for 

prosecutors: conflicting 
testimony, and the fact 
the defendant was a 

peace officer.

Like us on

www.facebook.com/ 
AlmanacNews
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®

650.488.7325    |    www.deleonrealty.com   |    CalBRE #01903224

Unlike most real estate agents, Michael holds two law degrees and has years of experience as a real 

estate attorney, giving his clients a unique advantage as most other brokerages do not provide an in-

house attorney to help clients. In addition, the expertise and marketing available through the team 

at DeLeon Realty are the very best in the business. Meet with Michael to discuss any preliminary 

questions about selling your home and let him tell you more about what makes DeLeon Realty’s 

innovative approach to real estate so successful. There is no cost or obligation for this consultation. 

However, Homeowners that have a current listing contract with another agent are excluded.

Sell ing your Sil icon Valley home?
F i r s t ,  c o n t a c t  M i c h a e l  R e p k a 

o f  D e L e o n  R e a l t y .
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Park-Like Property in Lloyden Park

Set amidst wide streets and stately mature trees, this 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home of 

2,070 sq. ft. (per county) occupies spacious grounds of 14,896 sq. ft. (per county) in 

prestigious Lloyden Park. Beamed ceilings and versatile spaces augment the charm 

of this updated home, which includes radiant floor heating. French doors open to 

an immense backyard with a rose garden, and the property also offers a two-

car garage, abundant parking, and fruit trees. Stroll to Caltrain, and reach 

Holbrook-Palmer Park and acclaimed private schools within moments.

91 Belleau Avenue, Atherton
Offered at $2,798,000

www.91Bel leau.com  
For video tour & more photos, please visit:

®
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Storybook Home with Timeless Appeal  

Let the undeniable charm of this home transport you to the world 

of yesteryear. Set amidst pristine gardens, this 4 bedroom, 4 bath 

residence of over 2,500 sq. ft. (per county) occupies gated premises 

of just over one quarter-acre (per county) and has been remodeled 

with the utmost respect to the home’s authenticity. Delicate details 

elevate its idyllic character, while spaces like the stately living 

room and the rustic family room with a bar form unforgettable 

gathering areas. Outdoor amenities include a barbecue and a 

heated pool and spa. Stroll to Caltrain and Holbrook-Palmer 

Park, and enjoy quick access to downtown Menlo Park and 

top-ranking schools.

41 Maple Avenue, Atherton
Offered at $3,388,000

www.41MapleAve.com    

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

® OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm

Complimentary 
Lunch & Lattes
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N E W S

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he four-game winning 
streak of Woodside High 
School’s varsity football 

team came to an end Friday 
night, Sept. 30,  against arch-
rival Sequoia High, but not 
without a valiant effort fought 
to the last minute, with late 
scoring by both sides.
 Winning by one point, 29-28, 
the Sequoia Ravens walked 
away with the trophy log, a 
2-foot-long specimen of a tree 
trunk place that the Wildcats 
had held for two years.
  “It was an exciting game 
from a spectator standpoint,” 
Woodside Head Coach Justin 
Andrews said. “We have a 
good team, but we’re not great 
enough to just show up,” he 
said. “If we play poorly, we’re 
going to get beat.”
 The Wildcats left the field 
after the first half with a zero 
on their side of the scoreboard, 
down 15-0. “The first half was 
one step forward, two steps 
back, Andrews said. “We were 
fortunate enough to be down 
only 15-0 at the half, given the 
errors we were making.”
 On its first possession in the 
second half, Woodside punted, 
but Sequoia fumbled deep in 
its own territory and Woodside 
recovered then scored with a 
run from the 3-yard line, put-
ting the score at 15-7.
 Sequoia answered with a 
steady drive down field to 
another touchdown, mak-

ing the score 22-7. Woodside 
responded with a 60-yard kick-
off return that led to another 
touchdown and a score of 
22-14. 
 Woodside then intercepted  
a pass in Sequoia territory and 
scored a minute or so later, but 
missed a two-point conversion, 
putting Woodside just two 
points down at 22-20.
 Sequoia lost possession again 
on a fumble, and Woodside 
lost possession on downs. 
After a series of punts on both 
sides, and several significant 
penalties, Woodside scored 
and tried (successfully) for 
two points, making it 28-22, 
but Sequoia’s passing game was 
relentless and they sewed it up 
at 29-28 with just seconds left 
on the clock.
 “We put ourselves into some 
really unfortunate situations,” 
Coach Andrews said. There 
were missed assignments and 
missed catches, uncharacter-
istic for the Wildcats at this 
point in the season, he said. 
On offense, too many third-
and-long situations limited the 
Wildcats’ options, he said.
 “It was a combination of a 
lot of guys taking turns mak-
ing mistakes,” he said. Sequoia 
made mistakes, too, but the 
negative impacts were not as 
severe, and they capitalized on 
Wildcat errors, he said. 
 Going into the game unde-
feated, “we felt really good at 
what we were able to do,” he 
said. “For some reason, we 
really regressed.” A

Federal authorities are 
seeking the forfeiture  
of the two properties.

 Federal authorities have 
charged Portola Valley resident 
Mark Migdal and co-defendant 
Naum Morgovsky (of Hillsbor-
ough) with two counts each of 
bank fraud and one count of 
conspiracy in connection with 
the sale of two rental proper-
ties in Hawaii, according to 
a Sept. 30 statement from the 
U. S. Attorney’s Office for the 
Northern District of Califor-
nia in San Francisco.
 The charges by U. S. Attorney 
Brian J. Stretch and FBI Special 
Agent in Charge John F. Ben-
nett allege that Mr. Migdal, 
71, and Mr. Morgovsky, 67, 
conspired to convince two 
banks to allow the sale of two 
condominiums to a deceased 

person whose identity was 
used to hide the identity of the 
true purchaser.
 The conspiracy charge also 
alleges submission of false 
statements about Mr. Migdal’s 
income and employment sta-
tus, prosecutors said.
 Federal authorities are seek-
ing the forfeiture of the two 
properties.
 The men were arraigned 
following an indictment by a 
federal grand jury on Sept. 29. 
Mr. Migdal was scheduled to 
make his initial appearance in 
federal court Oct. 3 before U. S. 
District Judge Vince Chhabria.
 Mr. Morgovsky is out of cus-
tody on a bail of $1 million and 
is next due in court on Tues-
day, Oct. 4. A

Woodside’s streak ends in up-to-the-wire loss

Feds charge resident 
with bank fraud

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A
therton’s City Council 
will discuss several tax-
related issues when it 

meets in a study session on 
Wednesday, Oct. 5, starting at 3 
p.m. in the town’s council cham-
bers at 94 Ashfield Road. 
 On the agenda is a proposal by 
the San Mateo County Libraries 
system to transfer some prop-
erty tax money now earmarked 
for the Atherton Library to the 
county system, to be used for 
other libraries. 
 The current Joint Powers 
Authority (JPA) agreement says 
all library property taxes go to 
the towns or cities that gener-
ated them. Atherton, Woodside 
and Portola Valley are the only 
“donor cities” that generate 
more taxes than needed to run 

their libraries. 
 Atherton plans to build a new 
library with its accumulated 
excess library funds, currently 
about $11 million and growing 
by $1.23 million in the last fis-
cal year. Woodside had $439,212 
and Portola Valley $105,269 in 
excess funds last fiscal year.
 The town wants feedback on 
a proposal to leave 50 percent 
of the tax money from the three 
donor cities with the JPA.
 Also on the agenda is a related 
issue, how the Atherton proper-
ty owners’ taxes set aside for fire 
services are spent. The council 
wants a consultant to examine 
how much Atherton property 
tax actually goes to the fire dis-
trict, and how much the district 

spends on services to Atherton.
 On the agenda is the makeup 
of a subcommittee appointed 
to discuss the issue with the 
fire district. At its last meet-
ing, the fire board said it 
would discuss the issue with 
the mayor, not the subcom-
mittee, so the council is con-
sidering making the mayor 
part of the two-member sub-
committee. That would avoid 
possibly violating the state’s 
open meeting laws if three out 
of the five council members 
discussed the same issue with 
the fire board in a meeting not 
open to the public. 
 Also on the agenda is a dis-
cussion of possible ways for the 
town to increase revenues. The 
council has discussed major 
changes in its business license 
taxes, but council members 
wanted to review all the possible 
ways to increase revenues before 
going ahead.
 The council will also discuss 
details of a recognition program 
to honor the achievements of 
local residents. A

Library, fire district, 
business tax on agenda

 PORTOLA VALLEY  ATHERTON

Photos by Dave Boyce/The Almanac

Above: Varsity players 
for Sequoia High take 
a knee as the national 
anthem plays before a 
game with Woodside High 
at Woodside on Friday, 
Sept. 30. The Black Lives 
Matter movement and 
police violence against black 
people inspire such public 
demonstrations.

Right: Darnell Ellis, a 
junior at Woodside High, 
takes a knee Sept. 30 as the 
national anthem plays. These 
actions are “very, very 
important and personal for a 
lot of people,” Head Coach 
Justin Andrews said. “It’s a 
way for them to increase 
awareness. I support them.”
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M
enlo Park’s German 
American Internation-
al School is no more. 

 In name, that is. 
 The private school has changed 
its name to Alto International 
School, it announced Sept. 28. 
 Founded in 1988, the school 
offers immersive German lan-
guage instruction for preschool, 
and bilingual German and Eng-
lish courses in kindergarten 
through grade 5. 
 The middle school and high 
school are in English but offer 
German, Spanish and French 
language courses. The school 
just launched its high school 
program, which has an inaugu-
ral class of seven ninth-graders. 
 The new name, “Alto,” is Latin 
for high or tall. The name change, 
according to Head of School 
Sally Thorogood, is intended to 
emphasize the school’s interna-
tional and multilingual focus, 
and that it’s not just for families 
who want their kids to speak 
German. The school has students 
of 40 nationalities, and offers 
Spanish and French instruction 
in upper grades, she said. 

 Ms. Thorogood said the school 
will be the only one in Silicon 
Valley to offer the comprehen-
sive International Baccalaureate 
(IB) program, from preschool 
through high school, when it 
launches its IB diploma program 
for 11th- and 12th-grade stu-
dents. That program will begin 
when the current ninth-grade 
cohort reaches those grades. 
 The IB program offers a stan-
dardized curriculum so that 
international families who move 
to another country can send 
their kids to an IB program 
there and won’t have their learn-
ing disrupted. 
 “In the world we live in, it’s  
not just about what you know 
or what you’ve memorized,” 
Ms. Thorogood said. The IB 
program, she said, creates tough 
academic expectations and pro-
motes skills such as applied 
knowledge, social/emotional 
understanding, problem-solving 
and collaboration. 
 Enrollment, which had been 
at 300, dropped after the school 
moved in May 2015 from the 
site now occupied by the Laurel 
School Upper Campus to its new 
location at 475 Pope St. in Menlo 
Park. About 250 students attend 

the school and about 10 more 
are planning to enroll in coming 
months, the school says. 
 The school has adjusted to its 

new home and the facilities bet-
ter match high school students’ 
needs, including a full-size gym, 
science lab and larger class-

rooms, Ms. Thorogood said. 
The school is also working on 
developing a sports program. 
 An open house will be held at 
2 p.m. on Nov. 12. 
 Go to altoschool.org for more 
information.  A

Both Events Held at Kensington Place, 2800 El Camino Real, Redwood City.  
Space is limited. All seminars are free and open to the public and include Chef Tony’s refreshments. 

RSVP online, by phone or email
650-363-9200           info@KensingtonPlaceRedwoodCity.com

www.KensingtonPlaceRedwoodCity.com

Dementia Seminar Series
diagnosis of dementia can be confusing, frustrating, and 
difficult for the whole family. You need understanding and 
support. Kensington Place offers local and national experts  

who share resources to improve care, interactions, and outcomes.

2800 El Camino Real,  
Redwood City, CA 94061 

Stanford Free Dementia 
Screening Information

Presented By Jeanette Green, BA, 
Stanford/VA Alzheimer’s Center

Tuesday, October 25, 2016  
 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Movement Disorders  
and Dementia

Presented By Rita Gandhy, MD, MPH, 
Movement Disorders Neurologist

Tuesday, November 8, 2016  
 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Don’t miss these free seminars:

Call or go online for a complete list of seminars & support groups.

N E W S

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Chan Zuckerberg Ini-
tiative, currently head-
quartered on Santa 

Cruz Avenue in Menlo Park, 
announced recently that it will 
invest $3 billion over the next 
decade in scientific research to 
“cure, prevent or manage all dis-
eases by the end of the century.”

It’s a big goal, said pediatri-
cian and philanthropist Priscilla 
Chan, but she assured listeners 
— including an online audience 
that now numbers 3.5 million 
views on Facebook Live — that 
she and her husband, Facebook 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg, have 
spoken with scientific experts 
who think it’s possible. 

Mr. Zuckerberg described the 
initiative’s plan: “We’re going 
to focus on bringing scientists 
and engineers together to build 
new tools that can empower the 
whole scientific community to 
make breakthroughs on the 
four major disease categories.” 
Those categories are the areas 
of disease most people die from, 
he said: heart disease, cancer, 
infectious disease and neuro-
logical disease. 

The couple’s philanthropic ini-
tiative was announced in Decem-
ber 2015, when they announced 
the birth of their daughter, Max. 

They said that through the 
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, they 
would put 99 percent of their 
Facebook shares into a limited 
liability company that, over their 
lifetime, will fund investments in 
nonprofit, for-profit and public-
sector initiatives in health, edu-
cation and technology. 
 So far the effort has empha-
sized support for education 
programs, such as personalized 
learning and the launch of The 
Primary School, of which Ms. 
Chan is CEO. The school com-
bines “primary education and 
primary care,” according to its 
website, and serves students in 
Belle Haven and East Palo Alto. 
The school recently opened to 
serve early childhood students, 
but indicates it will eventually 
serve students in grades K-8. 

Scientific research
 The Sept. 21 announcement 
launched the initiative’s scien-
tific research arm. Cori Barg-
mann, a neuroscientist and 
genetics researcher, will be its 
president of science. 
 The first project to be funded 
will be the investment of $600 
million over 10 years to cre-
ate a “Biohub,” which will 
bring together researchers from 
UCSF, UC Berkeley and Stan-
ford, with headquarters in San 
Francisco. The effort will be led 

by Stephen Quake, a Stanford 
professor, and Joseph DeRisi, a 
UCSF professor. 
 The first two projects of the 
initiative will be the develop-
ment of a “Cell Atlas,” which 
will map out all of the body’s 
cells; and the “Infectious Disease 
Initiative,” an effort to speed 
the development of diagnostics, 
drugs and vaccines to address 
diseases, particularly viruses 

such as HIV, Ebola and Zika.
  Bill Gates, tech billionaire, 
philanthropist and reportedly a 
mentor to the couple, also made 
an appearance at the announce-
ment, which took place at UC 
San Francisco. Mr. Gates and 
his wife Melinda Gates have 
supported significant public 
health advances with their phil-
anthropic efforts, but, Mr. Gates 
noted, there is more need. 

Referring to AIDS, malaria and 
tuberculosis, he said, “We can-
not end those diseases with the 
tools we have today,” he said. 
“We need more science.” 
 According to a spokesperson 
for the Chan Zuckerberg Initia-
tive, while the initiative’s cur-
rent headquarters are located on 
Santa Cruz Avenue, it is a tem-
porary location and “relocation 
is imminent.” A

Initiative’s $3 billion commitment to health research

Mark Zuckerberg’s Facebook page.

“We’re going to focus on bringing scientists and engineers together to build new tools that can 
empower the whole scientific community to make breakthroughs on the four major disease categories,” said 
Mark Zuckerberg, shown with his wife Priscilla Chan.

Menlo Park school changes name and focus
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C O M M U N I T Y

By Nancy Lund
Portola Valley Town Historian

P
ortola Valley pioneer resi-
dent John Arnot Wilson, 
who died in 1999, would 

have celebrated his 100th birth-
day on Oct. 9. He is most widely 
known as the co-founder of the 
iconic Silicon Valley law firm, 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich and 
Rossotti, which now employees 
some 600 attorneys.
 From the earliest days of the 
world changing inventions that 
have been developed here, the 
firm has offered business advice 
and legal counsel to technology 
companies, often fledgling ones. 
But John Wilson was more than 
the head of a big law firm. 
 A retrospective look at his life 
is a thought-provoking story. 
During World War II he was a 
Navy lieutenant, a pilot and a 
flight instructor. Coming from 
Ohio and stationed at Moffett, 
he learned to love the golden 
hills of California. Wanting to 
help protect such beautiful land, 
he became an early supporter of 
the Peninsula Open Space Trust 
to help preserve Windy Hill.
 He was a volunteer, serv-

ing on boards: The Peninsula 
Community Foundation (now 
the Silicon Valley Commu-
nity Foundation), the Senior 
Coordinating Council (now 
Avenidas), Stanford’s Center 

for International Security and 
Arms Control, the Century 
Access Foundation, the North-
ern California Presbyterian 
Homes, the Woodside Fire Pro-
tection District.
 In 1965 he and his wife Nancy 
were founding stockholders of 
the Country Almanac, proud to 
support the three women who 
wanted to start a local newspa-
per. He arranged for incorpora-
tion and served as the paper’s 
attorney for years. 
 He called Portola Valley a do-
it-yourself town, beginning with 
the nine years from 1955 to 1964 
when he and others worked per-
sistently toward incorporation. 
He was a trustee of the Portola 
Valley Trust for Conservation and 
took on more basic roles, such as 
serving on the Undergrounding 
Committee. From 1972 to 1977 
he served on the Town Council, 
taking a turn as mayor. 

 Then there is another side 
to John Wilson. When he was 
courting Nancy, who lived in 
Berkeley at the time (and he was 
in Palo Alto), they would sing 
in the car all the way back and 
forth. He knew the words, all 
the verses, to an unimaginable 
number of songs. 
 On New Year’s Day, 1958, 
he drove Nancy down a dirt 
road and walked her up a hill 
to property he had purchased 
in Portola Valley. There, with 
an expansive view of the Bay 
Area, he presented her with a 
sprig of Daphne and a marriage 
proposal. Later, he delighted 
in singing sea chanteys to his 
grandchildren.
 In the 1980s, the Commu-
nity Productions were a series of 
school district fundraisers. One 
of the organizers considered 
John her “song and dance man.” 
He loved the rehearsals and the 
performances. 
 And then, there’s the poetry. 
Doggerel, it’s called. For every 
occasion, he would have a 
poem that would include humor, 
rhythm, grasps at rhyme, and 
some heartfelt feeling. They 
invariably produced laughter. 

As an example, at a celebra-
tory retirement party for town 
founder Bob Brown, the Wilson 
poem included:
 “... Now, with this progress, it’s 
a shame
 The town should keep a Span-
ish name.
 As the real founder of the 
town
 We ought to change its name 
to Brown.”
 He was called a voice of rea-
son, a fine mentor, a “gentle-
man,” and a gentle man with 
always enough time to stop and 
chat with new members of the 
firm and ask about family. 
 So, on Oct. 9, give a thought 
to John Wilson: pioneer of Sili-
con Valley and Portola Valley, 
community volunteer extraor-
dinaire, and a man who always 
found time to give a friendly 
word and to have fun. And, 
besides all that, he once danced 
with Eleanor Roosevelt at the 
White House. 

From the Portola Valley 
historical archives and Nancy 

Wilson, the wife of John A. 
Wilson and a resident of 

Portola Valley.

Remembering Portola Valley’s John A. Wilson 

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter a two-hour discus-
sion Sept. 28 revisiting 
the question of whether 

to install automatic license-plate-
reading cameras at various loca-
tions in Portola Valley, the Town 
Council, by consensus stayed with 
its decision in 2015: wait and see.
 Evidence of recent develop-
ments in camera effectiveness 
in solving crimes wasn’t suf-
ficient to warrant the council 
changing its position, Town 
Manager Jeremy Dennis said in 
an interview.
 The topic acquired new life in 
June after a home-invasion rob-
bery in central Portola Valley. 
The community responded by 
holding forums with law enforce-
ment officials. The San Mateo 
County Sheriff ’s Office also 
increased its presence in town.
 While crime in 2016 is higher 
than in 2015, it is lower than in 
2014 and very low compared to 
other jurisdictions, Mr. Dennis 
noted.
 Given the low monetary losses 
typical of property crimes in 
town, a staff report noted that 
the Sheriff ’s Office would likely 
not do extensive investigations 

for such crimes, and would 
likely not use what license-plate-
camera data there was.
 Academic studies of camera 
effectiveness have shown mixed 
results, sometimes depending 
on other steps taken in concert 
with use of camera data. “Gen-
erally speaking, there is a dearth 
of quantifiable studies that test 
the effectiveness of (the cam-
eras),” the report said.
 The Sept. 28 discussion 
engaged some 40 residents for 
about two and a half hours 
in the Community Hall. The 
speakers split about evenly in 
favor of and opposed to putting 
in the cameras, Mr. Dennis said.
 The conversation was notable 
for the mutual respect exhib-
ited on both sides of the ques-
tion, Mr. Dennis said, a point 
also noted by Mayor Maryann 
Derwin in an email. “It was a 
remarkably respectful meeting, 
with many people speaking with 
competing views,” she said. “I 
was really proud of the civility 
in the room and the thoughtful-
ness of the speakers.”

Council says ‘no’ again to 
fixed license-plate cameras

Joy Jean Ramies, a member 
of a family with deep roots 
in Portola Valley, died Sept. 

24, at a rest home in Mountain 
View. She was 83. A celebration 
of her life has been held.
 Joy Jean 
Nea l  wa s 
born in 1933 
in Auburn, 
N e b r a s k a , 
during the 
Dust Bowl, 
a multi-year 
drought cap-
tured in John 
S t e i n b e c k ’s 
“Grapes of 
Wrath” about 
a family that 
left a failing, 
re-possessed farm in a rickety 
old car and headed to Califor-
nia. She made that trip in 1935 
at the age of 2 in the company 
of her 4-year-old sister, with 
the girls’ mother doing the 
driving.
 Joy met Martin Ramies, her 
future husband, in Portola 
Valley when she was 6, Martin 
said. They grew up in town, 
attended the town’s one-room 
school, and dated while Joy 
was waiting tables at La Casa 
Blanca (or Mama Garcia’s), a 
diner on Alpine Road in the 
vicinity of Nathorst Avenue.

 Joy married Martin in 1954, 
a year after he returned from 
serving in the Army in Korea. 
The couple had three sons. 
Mr. Ramies eventually bought 
Portola Valley Garage, an auto 
repair shop now run by his son 
Tom. Son Ron Ramies owns 
Portola Valley Fuel, an auto 
repair shop and gas station.
 As a mother, Ms. Ramies 
practiced “helicopter” parent-
ing, hovering over their every 
activity, Tom and Ron said. “If 
we sneezed, she took us to the 
doctor,” Ron said.
 The family lived on Portola 
Road, across from a field that 
is now the site of Woodside 
Priory School. The boys would 
play there, but not unobserved. 
Their mother used binoculars 
to watch them, calling out if 
they disappeared from sight, 
Ron said.
 When Ms. Ramies packed 
school lunches for her kids, 
they were truly packed. An 
apple, for example, would 
be washed with soap and 
water, wrapped in cellophane, 
wrapped in foil, placed in a 
baggie, and the baggie placed 

inside a lunch bag, Ron said.
 Getting to the apple “was like 
unwinding a golf ball,” Tom 
said.
 “When the Ziploc bag was 
invented, that was her best 
friend,” Ron said.
 Ms. Ramies’ passion was rais-
ing her children and she loved 
meeting people, Ron said. The 
couple attended every athletic 
contest in which their sons par-
ticipated, Ron said.
 “It was a very simple life,” 
Ron said. “Our parents weren’t 
educated, but they taught us 
enough that we did really well 
in school.”
 After his mother entered a 
rest home in Mountain View, 
Ron would deliver her a mid-
morning meal of fettuccini 
Alfredo — pasta with a butter, 
cream and cheese sauce. “It got 
to the point where she wouldn’t 
eat anything else,” he said. “It 
kind of kept her going.”
 He bought noodles at Rob-
erts Market but at one point 
switched to noodles from Cost-
co. She noticed. “She busted 
me,” Ron said.
 Ms. Ramies is survived by her 
husband, Martin, and her sons 
Ron, Bob and Tom, all of whom 
live in Portola Valley. There are 
eight grandchildren.

Joy Ramies, longtime Portola Valley resident

See CAMERAS page 24

John A. Wilson co-founded the 
law firm Wilson Sonsini Goodrich 
and Rossotti and was a leading 
volunteer in the Portola Valley 
community.

 PORTOLA VALLEY

OBITUARY 
Obituaries are based on  

information provided by the family. 

Joy Jean 
Ramies upon 
graduation 
from high 
school.

From 1972 to 1977,  
he served on the 

Portola Valley  
Town Council.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the City of Menlo Park, 
California is scheduled to review the following items:
City of Menlo Park General Plan and M-2 Area Zoning Update, including 
a General Plan Amendment, Zoning Ordinance Amendment, Rezoning, 
Environmental Review: 
The City is proposing to update the Land Use and Circulation Elements of the General 
Plan, including revised goals, policies and programs, the establishment of new land 

-
al Plan Update seeks to create a live/work/play environment that fosters economic 
growth, increased sustainability, improved transportation options and mobility, while 
preserving the existing residential neighborhood character and quality of life enjoyed 

the existing industrial and business parks located between Bayfront Expressway and 
Highway 101) and could result in an increase in development potential above what 
would be allowed under the current General Plan, as follows:

Up to 400 hotel rooms

development potential under the current General Plan, would result in a total of up to 

The Planning Commission will consider and make recommendations to the City 
Council on the following:

-

-

-

-
tions, design standards, green and sustainable building requirements, and 

-

-

allowing administrative review for architectural changes in the O and LS dis-
-

conforming uses and structures chapter, and other minor text amendments 

-

-

-

-

-
, on Monday, October 10, 2016

 or at the 

5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 19, 2016
NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that the Planning Commission will hold a public 
hearing on the above described items in the Council Chambers of the City of Menlo 

Wednesday, October 
19, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. or as near as possible thereafter, at which time and place in-

meeting on the proposed project has been scheduled for Monday, October 24, 2016 
at 7:00 p.m.
you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the pub-
lic hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City 

The Planning Commission is scheduled to make a recommendation to the City 
Council, which is tentatively scheduled to review the project on November 15, 2016. 

-

connectmenlo@
menlopark.org
webpage: https://menlopark.org/739/ConnectMenlo

 

information: www.menlopark.org

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
AND 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CITY OF MENLO PARK PLANNING COMMISSION

MEETINGS ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2016 AND MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2016

GENERAL PLAN AND M-2 AREA ZONING UPDATE

CITY OF MENLO PARK
CONNECTMENLO GENERAL PLAN AND M-2 AREA ZONING UPDATE
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
wo athletes who train or 
work at the Riekes Center 
for Human Advancement 

in North Fair Oaks — Katie Hol-
loway and Steven Toyoji — have 
returned home from the Para-
lympics in Rio de Janeiro. One 
bears a gold medal, and both 
athletes spoke with the Almanac 
about their accomplishments 
in Rio. 
 The Paralympics, an interna-
tional competition for athletes 
with disabilities, is associated 
with the Olympic Games, and 
was held this year from Sept. 7 
to 18 in Rio.
 Katie Holloway, who trains 
at the Riekes center, took gold 
with her team in sitting volley-
ball. Steven Toyoji, who works 
in adaptive fitness at the Riekes 
Center when he is not train-
ing or competing, raced in 
the 400-meter and 1,500-meter 
events in track and field. He 
took 5th in the 1,500-meter 
event. 
 Both athletes are often seen 
training and participating in 
activities around the center, 
according to Gary Riekes, the 
center’s founder and executive 
director.  Located at 3455 Edison 
Way, the center is a nonprofit 
that offers fitness, musical, and 
outdoor education and coaching 
for people of all ages and ability 
levels.

Katie Holloway
 The journey to train and pre-
pare for the Paralympics this 
“quad” (four-year cycle between 
competitions), hasn’t been easy, 
she told the Almanac. 
 She moved to the Bay Area 
in 2013, away from where the 
official team is stationed in 
Oklahoma, after getting a job at 
the Palo Alto VA. She set about 
pursuing her own training regi-
men, and in the process, has had 
to launch a grassroots effort to 
build a sitting volleyball pro-
gram in the Bay Area. 
 While she does conditioning 
and cross-training on her own, 
getting enough people together 
for regular six-on-six games is a 
challenge.

 When she was 20-months 
old, she had one of her legs 
amputated below the knee, and 
has lived with a prosthetic most 
of her life. She participated in 
standing sports when she was 
younger, including volleyball, 
and competed on the women’s 
basketball team at California 
State University, Northridge. 
 Ten years ago, in her senior 
year of college, she was recruited 
for the U.S. sitting volleyball 
team. Now, she’s back from her 
third Paralympics trip, this time 
with a gold medal. She said she 
was most proud of her team’s 
dominant performance over 
China: 25-12, 25-12, 25-18. 
 “This was the first time we’ve 
seen our team perform at that 
level,” she said. “We literally 
were flawless. We made a state-
ment, I think.” 

Steve Toyoji
 When he was only 8 months 
old, Steve Toyoji was diagnosed 
with transverse myelitis, a neu-
rological condition that causes 
inflammation of the spine. He 
was initially paralyzed from 
the shoulders down, but later 
regained some mobility in his 
arms and legs.
 He grew up in Seattle, where 
he competed in track and field 
in wheelchair racing. Racing 
wheelchairs are different from 
the everyday wheelchair appara-
tus, he said, and can be awkward 
for some people to get used to. 
For him, though, it felt natural 
from the beginning. 
 He received a scholarship to 
compete at the University of 
Arizona in Track & Field, and 
competed in the 2008 Paralym-
pics in Beijing. “Track has taken 
me all over the world,” he said. 
 With the Paralympics, not 
every competition is offered at 

the games every four years, he 
explained. Because the Paralym-
pics classifies competitors based 
on the specific nature of their 
disabilities, each racing event 
has many subdivisions. This 
year, the 1,500-meter race was 
offered, but not the marathon 
or the 800-meter race, which 
he had competed in during the 
2008 Beijing games. He placed 
fifth in the marathon in 2008. 
 Wheelchair racing involves 
a lot of strategy and plan-
ning, he said. The International 
Paralympics Committee sets 
standards on what kind of 
equipment is allowed in the 
competition, which helps to level 
the playing field. 
 People have different 
approaches to how they sit in 
and maneuver their chairs, how-
ever. During a race, he said, it’s 
safe to assume that his competi-
tors will “bring their A-game,” 
and visualize for that. However, 
he added, “There’s a very good 
possibility it will go nothing like 
how you planned it.” 
 Back in the states after his com-
petition, he said, “My first gut 
reaction is that I definitely want 
to try out for the 2020 team.” For 
now, though, he’s planning to 
spend time relaxing after train-
ing for what he calls “the better 
part of the last four years.” A

Riekes Center athletes compete in Rio Paralympics

 The annual celebration of 
Woodside’s equestrian heritage, 
the Day of the Horse, begins 
at 9:45 a.m Saturday, Oct. 8, 
with the first of three “Bless-
ing of the Horse” ceremonies 
on the grounds of the Mounted 
Patrol of San Mateo County at 

521 Kings Mountain Road in 
Woodside.
 The other two blessings take 
place at 2:45 and 3:30 p.m., also 
at the Mounted Patrol grounds, 
according to a schedule of the day’s 
events published by the Woodside-
area Horse Owners Association.

 A “horse fair” opens at 10 a.m. 
at Town Hall at 2955 Woodside 
Road, runs until 2:30 p.m. and 
includes tables of information, 
educational exhibits, activities, 
outfitters and gifts.
 A trail ride begins at 11 a.m. 
and runs until 2 p.m. Stage 

coach rides leave from Town 
Hall beginning at 10:30 a.m.
 The day has several sponsors, 
including the School of Veteri-
nary Medicine at the University 
of California at Davis, The Vil-
lage Pub, Wells Fargo bank and 
Until There’s a Cure. Sponsors 

will have exhibits at the Mount-
ed Patrol ground from 12:15 to 
3:45 p.m.
 Prizes will be distributed from 
1 to 4 p.m. on the Mounted 
Patrol grounds.

Woodside’s Day of the Horse set for Saturday

Photo by Joe Kusumoto/U.S. Olympic Committee. 

Katie Holloway passes the ball during a U.S. Women’s sitting volleyball match against China on Sept. 11. 

Photo courtesy Riekes Center

Steven Toyoji, an employee at the Riekes Center, competed in the 
400-meter and 1,500-meter races in the 2016 Paralympics in Rio de 
Janeiro. 

An international 
competition for 

athletes with 
disabilities, the 

Paralympics was held 
 in Rio after the 
Olympic Games.
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OPEN HOUSE 1:30 - 4:30Sunday

www.375Walsh.com  
Offered at $4,988,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

Woodland Retreat in Exclusive Atherton
Tucked within leafy grounds of over an acre (per county) that establish natural privacy, this treehouse-like 4 bedroom residence 
of 3,120 sq. ft. (per county) with an additional lower level provides 3 full and 2 half baths, and an adjacent parcel of almost an acre 

yet retains excellent proximity to prestigious clubs and private schools. 

375 Walsh Road, Atherton
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 A representative from the 
Northern California Regional 
Intelligence Center, where cam-
era data is stored, was present, as 
were sheriff ’s deputies.
 There were concerns about 
privacy and a council major-
ity concluded that the town 
does not yet meet criteria war-
ranting installing cameras, 
Ms. Derwin said. She said she 
“essentially agreed” with the 
consensus, but that she remains 
open to the idea of installing 
cameras.
 She was looking at the issue, 
she said, from the perspective 
of a world that is “random and 

scary,” a place in which home-
invasion robberies can occur 
where you least expect them. 
“When you’re coming from a 
place like this (and) adopting 
catastrophic thinking, (cam-
eras) make sense,” she said.
 Since the town has no plans to 
install cameras, the council 
directed the town manager to 
continue talking with Sheriff ’s 
Office deputies and with the 
regional intelligence center on 
any further steps residents can 
take to improve their security. 
Two possible steps: group pur-
chases of surveillance cameras 
for residents, and annual meet-
ings with deputies to review 
home security and neighbor-
hood watch activities. A

CAMERAS
continued from page 20

By Dave Boyce
Almanac staff writer

S
ummit Public Schools, the 
nonprofit that operates 
11 charter high schools, 

including Summit Prep and 
Everest in Redwood City, was 
awarded a $10 million grant 
recently to open another school, 
Summit Elevate, in Oakland.
 Summit joins two California 
high schools and seven schools 
nationwide in beating out some 
700 entries in the XQ Super 
School Project to “re-imagine” 
high school. The competition 
was organized by Laurene Pow-
ell Jobs, widow of the late Steve 

Jobs, according to EdSource,org, 
a nonprofit journalism website.
 “I feel very humble,” Sum-
mit CEO Diane Tavenner told 
EdSource. “I feel very fortunate 
that we are able to do the work 
we believe in and are passionate 
about.”
 Using feedback from the Oak-
land community and Summit’s 
network of schools, Summit 
Elevate will focus on helping 
students “better understand 
the workplace and career paths 
open to them,” according to a 
statement.
 Ms. Tavenner was part of the 
team that opened Summit Prep 
in 2003 and Everest in 2009 

— Everest with a state charter, 
given the strong opposition 
from the administration of the 
Sequoia Union High School 
District.
 Summit Prep was originally 
chartered by a school district in 
Tuolumne, and the Sequoia dis-
trict renewed it when the charter 
expired in 2005. (Summit comes 
before the district board on Sept. 
28 with a petition to renew its 
charter for another term.)
 The two schools routinely 
report that more than 90 per-
cent of graduates are accept-
ed into four-year colleges and 
universities.

Charter school group wins $10 million grant

Go to AlmanacNews.com/calendar
to see more local calendar listings

Community Events
12th Woodside Day of the Horse is an 
equine celebration. This year’s theme: “Sat-
urday night at the movies.” Event features 
horse fair with food, petting zoo, Wells Fargo 
stagecoach rides, and a progressive trail ride 
for experienced riders and their horses. Oct. 8, 
10 a.m. Free, horse fair; donation, progressive 
trail ride. Woodside Town Hall, 2955 Woodside 
Road, Woodside. whoa94062.org
Menlo Park Library Comic Con Oct. 15, 3 
p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library, 800 Alma St., 
Menlo Park. menlopark.org

Theater 
, Featuring burlesque, song, 

dance, pole acrobatics, circus, sea monsters 
and pirates. Oct. 7, 7:30-10:30 p.m. $10, floor 
seating; $15, general, $20, VIP seating. The 
Dragon Theatre, 2120 Broadway St., Red-
wood City. dragonproductions.net
Every 28 Hours Plays: a staged reading of 
one-minute plays inspired by the Black Lives 
Matter movement, followed by a discussion 
and light reception. Oct. 14, 7:30 p.m. Free. 
Stanford University, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. 
events.stanford.edu
“Le nozze di Figaro” (“The Marriage of 
Figaro”) is fully staged with orchestra, cho-
rus, period sets, costumes. Widely considered 
Mozart’s best opera. Oct. 6-23, times vary. 
$50. Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Rd, 
Palo Alto. westbayopera.org
Stanford Comedy Festival Evening of stand 
up, improv and sketch comedy on the new 
Meyer Green. Oct. 15, 7-9 p.m. Free. Meyer 
Green, Escondido Mall, Stanford.

 Suggested for 
grades K-5. Oct. 12, 9:30-10:30 a.m. and from 
11 a.m. to noon. $9. Canada College Main 
Theatre, 4200 Farm Hill Blvd., Woodside. can-
adacollege.edu/arts

Concerts 
Hall Oct. 16, 2-3:30 p.m. $114-$165. Fox The-
atre, 2215 Broadway St., Redwood City. 

 Stan-
ford Live’s annual free community event will 
feature food trucks from Off the Grid, local 
artists, craft tables, the Leland Stanford Junior 
University Marching Band, The Brothers 
Comatose and more. Oct. 9, 1-5 p.m. Free. 
Stanford Live, 327 Lasuen St., Bing Concert 
Hall, Stanford. live.stanford.edu

Music 
 Five-

piece folk music band. Oct. 8, 7-9:30 p.m. 
Free, donations to YMCA Women’s Shelter. 
Ladera Community Church, 3300 Alpine 
Road, Portola Valley. ladera.org

 Top 
Shelf’s fully staged and choreographed pro-
duction will take viewers on a musical journey 
from the early doo-wop days, through the 
classic sounds of Motown, Staxx and Atlantic 
up to the smooth soul favorites of the ‘80s. 
Club Fox in Redwood City. Oct. 14, 8 p.m. 

$15. Club Fox, 2209 Broadway, Redwood 
City.

Talks & Lectures 
-

 Oct. 12, 7:30-9 p.m. $45. Kepler’s 
Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. 
keplers.com
Alexander McCall Smith has written more 
than 60 books, including specialist academic 
titles, short story collections and a number of 
children’s books. He is best known for his No. 
1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series. This event 
celebrates the 17th installment in this series. 
Oct. 13, 7:30 p.m. $5. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.com
Jodi Picoult Jodi Picoult is the #1 New York 
Times bestselling author of twenty-three 
novels, including “My Sister’s Keeper.” “Small 
Great Things” is the latest. Oct. 18, 7:30 p.m. 
$45, premier, includes book; $25, general; 
$15 student. Fox Theatre, 2215 Broadway St, 
Redwood City. keplers.com

 
The United Kingdom’s vote to leave the 
European Union promises to fundamentally 
alter the political and economic future of the 
UK and the European Union. Stanford faculty 
members Nick Bloom and Christophe Crom-
bez lead a discussion about the future of the 
UK’s relationship with Europe and Brexit’s 
most important political and economic con-
sequences. Oct. 10, noon. Free. Stanford 
University, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. events.
stanford.edu
John Donvan and Caren Zucker in con-

Hardan John Donvan and Caren Zuckers’ 
book, “In A Different Key,” explores the past 50 
years in autism history. Community is invited 
to a spirited panel discussion about research, 
advocacy, health care and a perceived crisis 
in adult services for autism. Oct. 7, 7:30-9 p.m. 
Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park. keplers.com

 
Stohl will be joined by comic book creators 
Kate Leth, Ryan North, Marguerite Bennet, 
producer Judy Stephens, and actor Lorraine 
Cink. Oct. 14, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s 
Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park.

 Michael DiMartino, co-
creator of the animated Nickelodeon shows 
“Avatar: The Last Airbender and The Legend 
of Korra,” talks about his new adventure 
series, “Rebel Genius.” Oct. 10, 7 p.m. Free. 
Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo 
Park. keplers.com

Williams Peter S. Beagle, author of “The Last 
Unicorn,” comes to Kepler’s with his new fan-
tasy novel, “Summerlong.” Oct. 6, 7 p.m. $20 
premier, includes book; $10 general. Kepler’s 
Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. 
keplers.com

 A three-time 
Super Bowl-winning quarterback, Young 
played professionally for more than 15 years, 
most of that time with the 49ers. He was 
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 
2005. Oct. 15, 2 p.m. $35 admits 2, includes 
book. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park. keplers.com
The History of the Milky Way SLAC 
National Accelerator Laboratory physicist Dr. 
Phil Marshall shares billions of years of history 

in about an hour’s time. A staff scientist at the 
Kavli Institute for Particle Astrophysics and 
Cosmology at SLAC, Marshall’s main research 
interest is observational cosmology using 
gravitational lensing: weighing galaxies, and 
measuring the expansion rate of the universe. 
Oct. 11, 7-8 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library, 800 
Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org

Cookbook The oldest son of Bob and Rita 
Marley will talk about his childhood, his favorite 
family recipes and his Grammy and Emmy 
award-winning musical career. Oct. 19, 5 p.m. 
$40, premier, includes book; $20, general; 
$10, student. Keplers Bookstore, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.com

Fundraisers 
fundraiser brings together a diverse group 

of community members to improve Califor-
nia’s mental health system for young people. 
The night will feature food, drinks and a 
silent auction. Oct. 7, 6-9 p.m. $10, youth 
under 21; $50, adults. Allied Arts Guild, 75 
Arbor Road, Menlo Park. youngmindsadvo-
cacy.org

Family 
Storyteller John Weaver This event is not 
a storytime, but a performance of tales from 
the oral tradition. It is especially designed for 
elementary schoolers on up. Oct. 6, 4 p.m. 
Free. Menlo Park Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo 
Park. menlopark.org

Galleries 
, expressive 

oil paintings by Marsha Heimbecker of San 

Mateo. This latest collection is inspired by 
the orphaned elephants of Tsavo, Oct. 1-31, 
Monday-Saturday, from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Free. Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor Road, 
Menlo Park. 

Food & Drink 
Menlo Park Police: Friday Night Lights 
Community invited to join police officers for 
tailgate parties. Oct. 14, 5:30 p.m. Free. Boys 
& Girls Club, 701 Pierce Road, Menlo Park. 
menlopark.org

Community Groups 
Reunion Tickets available through October 5. 
For more information visit our Facebook page 
at WHS1971. Oct. 15, 5-11 p.m. $110-$130. 
Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 Watkins Ave., 
Atherton. 

 CALENDAR

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
here’s a new music ven-
ue and cafe in town.
 Bethany Lutheran 

Church, located at 1095 Cloud 
Ave. in West Menlo Park, 
has transformed its family 
area into “The Coffee Shop & 
Music Lounge” each Sunday 
from 1 to 8 p.m., according to 
Viliami Finau, communica-
tions and marketing manager 
at the church. 
 The cafe is open to the pub-
lic and not overtly religious. 
The intent is “not to push any 
sort of religious agenda on 
people,” Mr. Finau said. It’s  
a place where people can get 
homework done, use the free 
Wi-Fi, and sit, chat and enjoy 
a latte, he said. 
 The coffee, espresso and 
snacks do not have fixed 
prices, Mr. Finau said. The 
cafe operates on a donation 
basis. Whether visitors pay $1 
or $4, he said, “we’ll make you 
a great cup of coffee.” 
 If income exceeds opera-
tional costs, the funds will 
go to improve the coffee and 
music program, he said. 
 The church will offer its 
stage and sound equipment for 

use by local musicians from 6 
to 8 p.m. on Sundays.
 “We want to be open to 
the community and use the 
space to promote artists and 
give (them) a venue to show-
case their talent,” Mr. Finau 
said. 
 Nearby musical acts from 
Menlo-Atherton High School 
and from Stanford and Foot-

hill and Canada colleges, for 
instance, will be able to per-
form at the venue. 
 The last Sunday of each 
month will be an open mic 
night when anyone can sign 
up to perform. Signups are 
still being accepted for the 
first open mic night on Oct. 
30, he said. 
 From 6 to 8 p.m. on Sun-
day, Oct. 9, the first musical 
performance at the venue is 
scheduled. Headlining the 
show will be musician Eddy 
Dyno, who routinely busks on 
the streets in downtown Palo 
Alto before large crowds, Mr. 
Finau said.
 The idea of launching 
a coffee shop and perfor-
mance venue out of a church 
sprang from internal meet-
ings about how to make the 
church “more open to the 
public and more relevant,” 
he said. “The church and 
everyone here really backed 
it up.”
 Here is the October lineup 
(each performance is from 6 to 
8 p.m.): Oct 9, Eddy Dyno and 
Company; Oct. 16, Holly Smo-
lik; and Oct. 23, The Acoustic 
Session with Saane.
 Go to tinyurl.com/cafe608 
for more information.  A

Church opens cafe, music venue

Image by Bethany Lutheran Church

Bethany Lutheran 
Church  opened a weekly 
cafe and music venue to make 
the church “more open to the 
public and more relevant,” a 
church spokesman said.
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

M
ost people have seen 
accused criminals 
being read their rights 

in TV dramas so often that 
they know the words by heart, 
including: “If you cannot afford 
an attorney, one will be provided 
for you.” 
 Just how San Mateo County 
provides those attorneys to 
poor defendants has been under 
scrutiny for more than a year, 
after a county civil grand jury 
issued a report in July 2015 on 
the county’s Private Defender 
Program.
 The report suggested that 
while no specific problems had 
been found with the program, 
the county’s oversight might be 
lax. It suggested, for starters, 
that the county make sure the 
program met state and federal 
standards for representing indi-
gent defendants. The report 
also proposed that the county 
review the program more often 
and include the public in such 
reviews. 
 In response, the county asked 
retired judge Zerne Haning and 
retired county counsel Thomas 
Casey to review the private 
defender program. The county 
also asked its controller’s office 
to look at the private defender 
program’s finances.
 The Board of Supervisors on 
Sept. 20 considered suggestions 
for changes that came out of the 
Haning-Casey report, including 
that an oversight committee be 
created to, among other things, 
choose the private defender pro-
gram’s top official, known as the 
chief defender. 
 The private defender program 
has operated since 1968, when 
the county began contracting 
with the San Mateo County Bar 

Association to represent poor 
criminal defendants. The pro-
gram, which has represented 
as many as 30,000 people in a 
year, uses private attorneys who 
spend some or all of their time 
defending indigent defendants. 
 In the 2013-14 fiscal year, 
there were 107 attorneys in the 
program, handing 2,254 cases, 
the county’s staff report says.
 The contract, at around $19 
million, was the county’s single 
largest contract last year, deputy 
county manager Reyna Farrales 
told the supervisors at their 
Sept. 20 meeting. 
 After hearing recommenda-
tions from Ms. Farrales for 
changes to the program, the 
Board of Supervisors unani-
mously voted to increase over-
sight, but declined to limit 
the program’s independence 
by creating a committee that 
would choose the program’s top 
official, the chief defender, and 
set the program’s priorities.  
 That recommendations drew 
a crowd of lawyers to the meet-
ing, with more than a dozen 
speaking. 
 The private defender program 
“doesn’t need to be fixed — it’s 
not broken,” attorney Steve 
Chase told the supervisors. “We 
have resources to work with. 
This is a great program.”
 Attorneys said that because 
the program has its own investi-
gators and other resources, they 
are able to well represent their 
clients.
 Attorney John Halley said the 
program gives attorneys “what 
we need to do the job right ... so 
we can practice at the highest 
possible level.” 
 Attorney Joan Tillman said 
recommendations to change the 
program’s financial practices 
are fine, but the program must 
remain independent.

 “I have no problem with 
auditing, I have no problem 
with someone coming in and 
saying how does the PDP spend 
its money,” she said. “But I do 
have a problem with someone 
coming in and screwing with 
our autonomy.”
 The grand jury report said 
San Mateo County is the only 
California county with a popu-
lation of more than 500,000 
to not have a public defender’s 
office representing poor defen-
dants. It is also the only county 
in the state to contract out all 
legal representation for poor 
clients to a bar association, the 
report said.
 The grand jury said it had 
not received any complaints 
about the program, and pointed 
out that the program has won 
national honors and been used 
as a role model for providing 
superior legal services to clients 
who cannot afford their own 
attorneys.
 The Haning-Casey report listed 
several perceived conflicts of 
interest, including that the chief 
defender was also the head of the 
county bar association and that 
some bar association board mem-
bers who made decisions about 
the private defender program 
were also program attorneys. 
 The controller’s report point-
ed out a number of record-
keeping and other financial 
discrepancies.
 The program’s current chief 
defender, John Digiacinto, told 
the supervisors that a number 
of changes have been made to 
address those problems. He 
is no longer chief executive of 
the bar association, and board 
members who work in the 
program can no longer vote on 
issues affecting the program, he 
said.
 He said the program has clari-

fied its fee schedule and is putting 
two new staff members in place to 
oversee financial matters.
 Supervisors said they think 
the program is a good one. 
“This review is not a knock on 
any of the work that has been 
done or the service provided,” 
Supervisor Adrienne Tissier 
said. “I clearly am not looking 
to micromanage.”  
 “I’ve always been very 
impressed with the work they 
do and their advocacy for their 
clients,” Supervisor Don Hors-
ley said. “It really needs to be 
independent. We don’t choose 

judges, we don’t chose the DA, 
we don’t choose the sheriff. We 
should not be choosing the chief 
defender,” he said.
 In addition to requiring 
more stringent financial con-
trols, the supervisors agreed to 
recommendations for closer 
monitoring of the program, to 
make the application process 
for attorneys open and visible 
to the public, to solicit feed-
back from clients, and to set up 
a way for clients who have 
complaints to be able to share 
them with someone outside the 
program. A

TOWN OF ATHERTON
NOTICE OF HEARING

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Atherton City 
Council will hold a hearing to review a draft Climate 
Action Plan (CAP) for the Town of Atherton, which 
outlines the strategy for reducing the Town’s green-
house gas emissions.  The draft CAP is consistent 
with the State’s Global Warming Solutions Act (State 
Assembly Bill 32 passed in September 2007 and Sen-
ate Bill 32 passed in September 2016), which directed 
public agencies in California to support the statewide 
goal of reducing GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 
2020 and 2030.   

 The hearing by the City Council will be held at its 
regular meeting on October 19, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. in 
the Town Hall of the Town of Atherton, at which time 
and place all persons interested may appear and 
show cause, if they have any, why the draft Climate 
Action Plan should or should not be approved.

 The Draft Climate Action Plan will be available for 
public review by October 7, 2016 at the Town Per-

between the hours of 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 and 1:00 – 

be available on this date for review at the Atherton 
Library, 2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane, Atherton California 
and online at http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us 

 The project has been determined to be exempt 
from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Sections CEQA 

(Information Collection), 15307 (Protection of Natural 
-

ment).  
 
Any attendee who wishes accommodation for a dis-
ability should contact the City Clerk at (650) 752-0529 

questions or need additional information, please con-
tact Stephanie Bertollo Davis, Senior Planner at (650) 

Date Published: October 5, 2016

  ___/s/ L Costa Sanders _
 Lisa Costa Sanders, Deputy Town Planner

N E W S

Private defender program will  
retain most of its independence

This information is based on reports 
from the Menlo Park Police Department 
and the San Mateo County Sheriff’s 
Office. Under the law, people charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
unless convicted. Police received the 
reports on the dates shown.

MENLO PARK
Commercial burglary: Police were 
called to CVS pharmacy at 700 El 
Camino Real on a report of a crime in 
progress, then arrested and booked into 
Hillcrest juvenile facility two teenagers on 
suspicion of burglary and possession of 
burglary tools. Both girls wore concealed 
sacks around their waists, and a search 
of one turned up items with a value of 
about $2,500, police said. Sept. 28.
Thefts:

 Thieves stole bikes locked to bike 

racks — in front of the public library on 
Alma Street and at the public swimming 
pool. Estimated loss: $600 and $500. 
Sept. 26.

 A man walked into Trader Joe’s super-
market on Menlo Avenue and walked 
out with an unpaid for bottle of tequila. 
An employee saw the man get into the 
back seat of a waiting vehicle that police 
located a short time later, but without 
making an arrest. Estimated loss: $39. 
Sept. 25.

 Two men walked out of the Safeway 
supermarket at 525 El Camino Real with 
two unpaid-for six-packs of Mike’s Hard 
Lemonade and fled. Estimated loss: $20. 
Sept. 23.

 A woman walked out of the Safeway 
supermarket at 525 El Camino Real with 
several items she hadn’t paid for. Police 
were told the woman was seen holding 

paper plates while entering a gray Saturn 
vehicle. Sept. 29.

LADERA
Fraud: A woman paid for $1,800 in gift 
cards that she transferred to someone 
claiming to be a attorney acting on behalf 
of her granddaughter, who was said 
to be in a Miami jail and in need of bail 
money. The woman later learned she’d 
been scammed. Sept. 14.

WOODSIDE
Auto burglary: A man who parked his 
vehicle on Runnymede Road and went 
for a run later returned to find a window 
smashed and a purse and a gym bag 
stolen. The contents of the gym bag 
included clothing and a diamond ring. 
Estimated losses: $2,990. Sept. 14.

 POLICE CALLS
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A 
common route to appointment or 
election to local school boards is 
that of the parent who is an active 

volunteer for the school district, often 
serving in leadership positions on school 
site councils and educa-
tion foundation boards. 
Such experience can be 
valuable to those whose 
role on the school board 
is to help govern the district, a job that 
requires an understanding of how things 
work on many levels.
 But if all board member emerge from a 
similar field of experience, the end result 
can be a governing board of like-minded 
thinkers in danger of discussing key issues 
facing the district in an echo chamber. 
 In many election years, voters who 
would like to see a governing board 
that brings to the dais a wider perspec-
tive have been frustrated because viable 
candidates haven’t come forward; some-
times, such as in 2014 in the Menlo Park 
City School District, elections have been 
canceled because the number of candi-
dates equals the number of open seats. 
This year is different.
 In the race to fill the Menlo Park City 
School District board seats of Jeff Child 
and Maria Hilton, who have chosen not 
to run for re-election, we endorse David 
Ackerman and Caroline Lucas. They have 
come to their quest for governing board 
seats through untraditional routes and we 
believe they can offer valuable new per-
spectives as part of the district’s decision-
making team.

David Ackerman
 Mr. Ackerman can hardly be called an 
outsider: He served in the district as Oak 
Knoll School principal for 15 years. Now 
retired and living in Menlo Park, he wants 
to stay involved in the district and offer, 
as a board member, a perspective gained 
from a 45-year career in education as both 
a teacher and an administrator.
 From his position as a principal, he was 
able to observe firsthand the strengths and 

weaknesses in the district’s leadership, 
and says he found that leadership lacking 
in inspiration.
 As a board member helping to chart the 
district’s way forward, he says, he would 

emphasize the impor-
tance of tapping into 
teachers’ ideas and the 
valuable knowledge they 
have gained from on-the-

ground experience. He rightly states that 
the board is at a disadvantage in having no 
member with a background in education.

Caroline Lucas
 Ms. Lucas, a longtime educator and 
currently a Spanish teacher at La Entrada 
School in the Las Lomitas School District, 
also would come to the board with an 
educator’s perspective, but with a broader 
community perspective as well.
 She’s been a school volunteer in the 
Menlo Park district and the Ravenswood 
elementary school district, which admin-
isters Belle Haven and Willow Oaks 
schools in Menlo Park and schools in East 
Palo Alto. Her children attended district 
schools and now attend Menlo-Atherton 
High School. She has also been a com-
munity volunteer — a Girl Scout leader 
and a translator for Spanish speakers in 
medical clinics.
 One of her goals as a board member, she 
says, would be to improve the district’s 
communication with the broader commu-
nity and increase the public’s participation 
in district affairs. Her ideas for doing so 
include more town hall-style meetings, 
conducting more interactive surveys, and 
posting videos of school board meetings, 
which are poorly attended.
 She wants to change a process in board 
decision-making that she sees as back-
wards: The board arrives at consensus on 
issues, she says, then solicits feedback 
from the public. If elected, “I’m going to 
ask the public what they want, then bring 
that back” to the board as an important 
component in deciding the way forward. A

FRE
E

WHY GET 
VACCINATED?

Because Influenza  
is aserious disease. 
Influenza vaccine can 
prevent influenza

WHO SHOULD 
GET INFLUENZA 
VACCINE?

People at risk:
• Everyone 60 years 

of age and older
• Anyone who has a 

serious long-term 
health issue

• Heart disease
• Lung disease
• Asthma
• Kidney disease
• Diabetes
• Immune system 

weakened
• Health care workers
• Anyone wanting 

to reduce their 
chances of catching 
influenza

Children 6 months and 
older can be vaccinated.

INFLUENZA
VACCINATIONS

CLINIC

Where:
Woodside Fire Dept.
3111 Woodside Road
Woodside
(650) 851-1594
No Appointments Taken
Time:
8:30am to 11:30am
When:
Saturday, October 15th

For more information 

vaccinations call
1-800-232-4636

883 Santa Cruz Ave. Suite #4 | Draeger’s Shopping Center | Menlo Park

Peacock Alley Trunk Show
O C T O B E R  13 T H  |  11 A M – 4 P M

HOME DECOR

Come see the new fall line
650-391-9458

20% 
OFF

Endorsement: Ackerman and Lucas 
for Menlo Park district school board

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS         ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

EDITORIAL
The opinion of The Almanac

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS         ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES
Viewpoint

Fresh news  
delivered daily

Sign up today at  

AlmanacNews.com
Today’s local news & hot picks
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Woodside   $6,975,000
245 Olive Hill Ln  Gated vineyard estate on aprx. 3 ac in Central Woodside. 
60-ft pool, cabana, gazebo & TC. 4 BR 4 BA
Berdine Jernigan CalBRE #00679045 650.851.2666

Atherton   $6,399,000
399 Atherton Ave  Carriage House from the 1900’s restored & updated. 
Original charm. Private serene acre. 5 BR 4.5 BA
Sue Crawford CalBRE #00587710 650.324.4456

Portola Valley   $4,995,000
2 Sierra Ln  Large home on a cul-de-sac with western mountains and 
Windy Hill views, 2SierraLane.com 3 BR 3.5 BA
Ginny Kavanaugh CalBRE #00884747 650.851.1961

Central Portola Valley   $4,695,000
20 Cordova Ct  Stunning 1+ acre offers breathtaking views and amazing 
deck & pool area. 20CORDOVA.COM 5 BR 3 BA
Ginny Kavanaugh CalBRE #00884747 650.851.1961

Los Altos   $3,800,000
1083 Valley View Ct  Remarkably updated. Serene location. Absolute 
pleasure to spend time here. Come by & see! 4 BR 3 BA
Deniece Smith CalBRE #01295757 650.325.6161

Palo Alto   $3,150,000
321 Everett Avenue  Dramatic downtown home w/many custom upgrades. 
Chef’s kitchen - great rm. Yard and garage 3 BR 2.5 BA
Nancy Goldcamp CalBRE #00787851 650.325.6161

Los Altos   $2,879,000
200 Valencia Dr  Located on more than one-quarter ac in North Los Altos. 
One-level floor plan w/hdwd flrs. 5 BR 3 BA
Janis Friedenberg Grube CalBRE #01365341 650.851.2666

Portola Valley   $2,649,000
120 Coquito Way  Spacious and updated home with breathtaking views 
and an abundance of natural light. 4 BR 4.5 BA
Karen Fryling/Rebecca Johnson   CalBRE #01326725 650.324.4456

Menlo Park   $2,300,000
18 Patterson Avenue  Cute 1938 bungalow, fixer, 2br/2ba. Lovely yard, 
detached garage. 2 BR 2 BA
Geraldine Asmus CalBRE #01328160 650.325.6161

Portola Valley   $2,195,000
100 Coquito Way  Amazing views greet you as you enter this sophisticated 
and private Ladera contemporary. 3 BR 3 BA
Karen Fryling/Rebecca Johnson   CalBRE #01326725 650.324.4456

Redwood City   $1,898,000
355 Santa Clara Ave  Amazing 2-story home in pristine condition! Open floor 
plan, high ceilings, & skylights. 4 BR 3.5 BA
Doug Gonzalez CalBRE #00895924 650.324.4456

Menlo Park   $1,749,000
1071 Tehama Ave  3, 1.5 & 8,400 lot. Open flr plan. Sep family room. Bonus 
room for office/gym. MP schools. 3 BR 1.5 BA
Billy McNair CalBRE #01343603 650.324.4456

Mountain View   $1,150,000
223 Horizon Avenue  Charming 3bd/2ba end-unit TH w/ valuted ceiling & 
wood floors. Serene community w/ pool. 3 BR 2 BA
Dan Ziony CalBRE #01380339 650.325.6161

Redwood City   $1,150,000
2737 Bristol Way  Located in the desirable Woodside Plaza Neighborhood. 
Approx. 1,020 sf on a 6,272, sf lot. 3 BR 1 BA
Julie Ray CalBRE #01881349 650.324.4456

Menlo Park   $858,000
2140 Santa Cruz Ave E209  Popular stretch unit. Updated kitchen & 
bathrooms. Overlooks inner courtyard & pool. 2 BR 2 BA
Beth Leathers CalBRE #01131116 650.324.4456

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC.  BRE License #01908304.

 californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

©2016 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company and Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC.  This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. Broker has not and will not verify this 

information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. Real Estate Licensees affiliated with  Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of NRT LLC., Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC or Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Pacific Union International is pleased to 
announce David Hamren has joined our 
Silicon Valley team as a Broker Associate

Specializing in all phases of residential home sales & purchases 
throughout the mid-Peninsula areas, David leads a group of 
intuitive and creative real estate service professionals toward a 
comprehensive, data-driven, technology-inspired, client-friendly 
solution.  Combining reliable real estate instruments and the newest 
e-platforms, David also leverages a deep local pedigree, market 
knowledge, and seasoned relationships.
 
Noted for a thoughtful and savvy touch, he is always protecting 
his client’s best interests throughout the sales process, especially 
during tough negotiations.  David is also committed to building and 
maintaining lasting client relationships by providing a high level of 
professional care and expertise.
 
While working with buyers and sellers, he has earned respect with his 
clients, and in the community, as a fiercely loyal agent displaying a 
unique integrity and creativity in every transaction. pacificunion.com

David Hamren
650-771-4017
davidhamren@pacunion.com

License# 01382310



October 5, 2016 AlmanacNews.com TheAlmanac 29

RICH BASSIN
Broker Associate

650.400.0502
rich.bassin@sothebysrealty.com
richbassin.com
License No. 00456815

MARLENA LYON
Sales Associate

650.793.5934
marlena.lyon@dreyfussir.com
License No. 01971666

DOWNTOWN PALO ALTO  728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto   650.644.3474  /  DOWNTOWN MENLO PARK  640 Oak Grove Avenue, Menlo Park   650.847.1141  /  DREYFUSSIR.COM

If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully.  

77STOCKBRIDGEAVENUE .COM

GRACIOUS HOME AND GORGEOUS GARDENS  
FOR FAMILY LIVING AND ENTERTAINING

77 STOCKBRIDGE AVENUE, ATHERTON

Offered at $8,500,000  |  4 Bedrooms  |  3.5 Baths
Home ±4,500 sf  |  Lot ±43,700 sf  |  Guest House ±500 sf  |  3-Car Garage

Beautiful, single level home exudes 
warmth and tranquility for family living 
or grand entertaining. With soaring 

of which open to the backyard, the 
-

fornia indoor/outdoor lifestyle.

throughout the living areas; enormous 
chef’s kitchen with granite island, ban-
quette and top quality appliances; two 
family rooms and au pair suite. 

Stunning, sunny, park-like grounds 
with lush lawns, brick patios, walking 
paths and pool create a resort-like 
ambiance. Pristine condition, ready to 
move in and enjoy now!



fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and an opportunity for 
your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
National Newspaper Week  
October 2-8. Celebrates and emphasizes 
the impact of newspapers to communi-
ties large and small all over. The  
California Press Foundation salutes 
California’s newspapers during this 
76th annual observance. To learn more 
about the heritage of the California 
press, please join us at cal-press.org. 
(Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?   
Considering adoption? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7.

PREGNANT?   
Considering adoption? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

HUGE USED BOOK/CD/DVD SALE

Neighborhood Art Show and Sale  
Saturday October 8, 2016, 2:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. 112 Almendral Avenue, 
Atherton —”Forms and Feelings” - 
Backyard Art show and Sale. Featuring 
oil Paintings by Alice Marston, long time 
Atherton resident and artist. Affordable.

The 16th Annual Race Against PH

130 Classes & 
Instruction

How to Paint Your Home  
Learn what tools to buy and use in 
your home. 40+ years exp.  
650/380-4335 bljpainter@yahoo.com. 

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Private Piano 
Instruction  
Lessons in your home. Bachelor of 
Music. 650/493-6950

Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.  
Most instruments, voice.  
All ages and levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

Paul Price Music Lessons  
In your home. Piano, violin, viola, theory, 
history. Customized. BA music, choral 
accompanist, arranger, early pop and 
jazz. 800/647-0305

Susan Jackson Piano Instruction 
(Mus. Bac)  
Classical, jazz, theory. Beginner to 
advanced. 650/326-3520

135 Group Activities
Diwali Celebrations, October 29

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE BOOKS/HELP PA LIBRARY

WISH LIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
ASSIST IN FRIENDS BOOKSTORE

ASST SECTION MGRS FOR FOPAL 

Executive Director job, parttime

FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

152 Research Study 
Volunteers

Anxiety Treatment for Adults 60+  
This project uses a DVD-based psy-
chological treatment to help people 
learn to manage anxiety and stress. 
The study is 8 weeks long, with 2 
testing sessions (each pays $30) at 
the Palo Alto VA. You may be eligible 
to participate if you are 60 and older, 
have anxiety or worries, and have not 
been diagnosed with dementia. For 
more information call (650) 493-5000, 
press 1, 1, and dial extn. 68899.

155 Pets
Yorkshire Terrier Puppies Male  
2 AKC Yorkie Males(Sacramento Area) 
avail Oct 6. Raised in our living room 
Mom is our pet. Their tails not crop, it is 
inhumane. $700.00 530-598-0331 

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
CASH FOR CARS  
Any Car/Truck 2000-2015, Running or 
Not! Top Dollar For Used/ Damaged. 
Free Nationwide Towing! Call Now: 
1-888-420-3808 
(AAN CAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
to Heritage for the Blind. FREE 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care of.  
Call 800-731-5042 
(Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 
1-800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

Old Porsche 356/911/912   
For restoration by hobbyist 1948-1973 
Only. Any condition, top $ paid  
707 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Palo Alto, 2580 Waverly Street, Oct. 8 
10:30 - 1:00

230 Freebies
FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY - FREE

235 Wanted to Buy
FREON 12 WANTED  
R12 collecting dust in your garage? We 
pay CA$H for R12. Cylinders or case of 
cans. EPA certified (312) 291-9169  
sell@refrigerantfinders.com (Cal-SCAN)

245 Miscellaneous
DISH Network  
NEW FLEX PACK- Select the Channels 
You Want. FREE Installation. FREE 
Streaming. $39.99/24 months. ADD 
Internet for $14.95 a month. CALL 
1-800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

HOME BREAK-INS  
take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! 
Protect your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 
855-404-7601 (Cal-SCAN)

Protect your home   
with fully customizable security and 
24/7 monitoring right from your 
smartphone. Receive up to $1500 in 
equipment, free (restrictions apply). Call 
1-800-918-4119 (Cal-SCAN)

250 Musical 
Instruments
DIRECTV. NFL Sunday Ticket   
(FREE!) w/Choice All-Included Package. 
$60/mo. for 24 months. No upfront 
costs or equipment to buy. Ask about 
next day installation! 1-800-385-9017 
(Cal-SCAN)

Kid’s
Stuff

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
K-12 Math Tutor (Taught 10yrs) - TBD

SAT/PSAT 1on1 prep/tutoring  
Tutoring with Dr.Pam: 404.310.8146

Youth Debate/Oratory Program

355 Items for Sale
DID YOU KNOW   
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Mind
& Body

425 Health Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE  
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. Order 
now! 844-703-9774. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?   
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-relieving 
brace -little or NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hotline Now! 
1-800-796-5091 (Cal-SCAN)

Health & Dental Insurance  
Lowest Prices. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now!  
888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

Life Alert. 24/7.  
One press of a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t 
reach a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 
800-714-1609.(Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub!  
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. Call  
800-799-4811 for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

495 Yoga
DID YOU KNOW  
144 million U.S. Adults read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
550 Business 
Opportunities
EVERY BUSINESS has a story   
to tell! Get your message out with 
California’s PRMedia Release – the only 
Press Release Service operated by the 
press to get press! For more info contact 
Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or http://prme-
diarelease.com/california (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment 
Information
PAID IN ADVANCE!   
Make $1000 A Week Mailing Brochures 
From Home! No Experience Required. 
Helping home workers since 
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start 
Immediately! www.WorkingCentral.Net 
(AAN CAN)

Business
Services

604 Adult Care 
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 
1-800-550-4822. (Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
Do You Owe Over $10K  
to the IRS or State in back taxes? Our 
firm works to reduce the tax bill or zero 
it out completely FAST. Call now  
855-993-5796 (Cal-SCAN)

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY   
benefits. Unable to work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon & Associates at 
1-800-966-1904 to start your application 
today! (Cal-SCAN)

Structured Settlement?  
Sell your structured settlement or annu-
ity payments for CASH NOW. You don’t 
have to wait for your future payments 
any longer! Call 1-800-673-5926  
(Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Lung Cancer? And 60 Years Old?  
If So, You And Your Family May Be 
Entitled To A Significant Cash Award. Call 
800-990-3940 To Learn More. No Risk. No 
Money Out Of Pocket (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW   
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s hostile business climate? Gain 
the edge with California Newspaper 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Xarelto users  
Have you had complications due to 
internal bleeding (after January 2012)? If 
so, you MAY be due financial compensa-
tion. If you don’t have an attorney, CALL 
Injuryfone today! 
1-800-425-4701. (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

715 Cleaning 
Services
Isabel and Elbi’s Housecleaning  
Apartments and homes. Excellent  
references. Great rates. 
650/670-7287 or 650/771-8281

Orkopina Housecleaning  
Celebrating 31 years cleaning homes in 
your area. 650/962-1536

Silvia’s Cleaning  
We don’t cut corners, we clean them! 
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service 
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est. 
415/860-6988 

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

Barrios Garden Maintenance  
*Power washing 
*Irrigation systems 
*Clean up and hauling 
*Tree removal 
*Refs. 650/771-0213

J. Garcia Garden Maintenance 
Service  
Free est. 25 years exp.  
650/366-4301 or 650/346-6781

LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean Ups 
*Irrigation timer programming.  
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242 
landaramon@yahoo.com

MLB Landscape & Concrete Service  
CleanUp/Landscaping/Driveways/side-
walks/patios/pavers/stamp concrete, 
etc... Call for a FREE estimate at  
(650) 771-3562.

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

757 Handyman/
Repairs

(650) 453-3002

Since 1985
Repairs • Maintenance • Painting  
Carpentry • Plumbing • Electrical

All Work Guaranteed    Lic. #468963

AAA HANDYMAN & MORE

Alex Peralta Handyman  
Kit. and bath remodel, int/ext. paint, 
tile, plumb, fence/deck repairs, foam 
roofs/repairs. Power wash. Alex, 
650/465-1821

759 Hauling
 J & G HAULING SERVICE  
Misc. junk, office, gar., furn., green 
waste, more. Local, 20 yrs exp. Lic./
ins. Free est. 650/743-8852 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650/322-8325, phone calls 
ONLY. 

STYLE PAINTING  
Full service interior/ext. Insured. Lic. 
903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete

Mtn. View Asphalt Sealing  
Driveway, parking lot seal coating. 
Asphalt repair, striping, 30+ years. 
Family owned. Free est. Lic. 507814. 
650/967-1129

Roe General Engineering  
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
artificial turf. 36 yrs exp. No job too 
small. Lic #663703. 650/814-5572

779 Organizing 
Services
Closet Organizer, Stylist 

781 Pest Control

Attic Clean-Up & Rodent Removal   
Are you in the Bay Area? Do you 
have squeaky little terrors living in 
your attic or crawlspace? What you 
are looking for is right here! Call 
Attic Star now to learn about our 
rodent removal services and cleaning 
options. You can also get us to take 
out your old, defunct insulation and 
install newer, better products.  
 
Call (866) 391-3308 now and get your 
work done in no time!

795 Tree Care
Arborist View Tree Care  
Prune, trim, stump grinding, root crown 
excavation, removals, ornamental prune, 
tree diagnostic. Jose, 650/380-2297

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Menlo Park, 2 BR/1 BA - $3425

Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA - $3500/mont

805 Homes for Rent
Los Altos Country Club - $5950

Menlo Park - $5,500

Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $2500

Redwood City (emerald Hills), 2 BR/2.5 
BA - $3795

Woodside, 3 BR/4+ BA - $9000

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
 ALL AREAS ROOMMATES.COM  
Lonely? Bored? Broke? Find the perfect 
roommate to complement your person-
ality and lifestyle at Roommates.com! 
(AAN CAN)

Palo Alto, 1 BR/1.5 BA  
BR+BA in 1311sft 2+2.5 condo Patio/
pool/prkg/W/D; CalAv@OldTown 24yo 
male VC seeks great roommate Shaun 
8189834448 ($2000/mo.)

810 Cottages for 
Rent
Woodside, 2 BR/1.5 BA - $3600

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Redwood City, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $1339000

Sunnyvale, 3 BR/2 BA - $1,700,000

830 Commercial/
Income Property
Professional Office Space

Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster. 
com

Think Globally,
Post Locally.

No phone 
 number in the ad? 

GO TO  
FOGSTER.COM  

for contact 
information IT’S EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD VIA  

THE INTERNET. JUST GO TO —
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

To place a Classified ad in  
The Almanac,  

The Palo Alto Weekly or  
The Mountain View Voice

call 326-8216 or  
at fogster.com
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840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Authentic Italian Villa  
www.selvamica.com

845 Out of Area
BORROW $150K to $1 million 
Easy Qualify CONSTRUCTION & Owner 
builder loans www.EasyConstructionLoan.
com Since 1980, CA Bro Lic #00426805 
NMLS id #303135 
(Cal-SCAN)

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
N. Arizona Wilderness Ranch 
$249 MONTH - Quiet secluded 37 acre 
off grid ranch bordering 640 acres of 
State Trust land. Cool clear 6,400’ eleva-
tion. Near historic pioneer town and 
fishing lake. No urban noise. Pure air, 
AZ’s best climate. Mature evergreens 
and grassy meadows with sweeping 
views across wilderness mountains and 
valleys. Abundant clean groundwater, 
free well access, loam garden soil, main-
tained road access. Camping and RV use 
ok. $28,900,$2,890 down, seller financ-
ing. Free brochure with similar proper-
ties, photos/ topo/map/weather area 
info: 1st United Realty 800.966.6690 
(Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services
DID YOU KNOW 
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s highly competitive market? Gain 
an edge with California Newspaper 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the Smart Search  
Feature. For more information call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

1730 holly avenue   •   menlo park
·  Exceptional BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION on three levels
·  6 bedrooms and 5 full bathrooms, including a luxurious master suite
· Spacious living, dining & family rooms, huge recreation room plus a
   workout room
·  10-12’ ceilings, wide plank white Oak flooring, custom cabinetry, natural 
   stone slab counters & custom finishes throughout
·  4622 sq. ft. home on a gorgeous, landscaped 10,049 sq. ft. lot
·  Award winning Menlo Park School District

Offered at $5,850,000 www.1730HollyAve.com

open sunday,  oct 9th  |  1:30 to 4:30 pm

LEHUA GREENMAN

650.245.1845

"Never 
grow a 

wishbone 
where a 

backbone 
ought  
to be."

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
KINGS MOUNTAIN VINEYARDS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 270597  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Kings Mountain Vineyards, located at 
187 Kings Mountain Road, Woodside, 
CA 94062, San Mateo County; Mailing 
address: PO Box 620170, Woodside, CA 
94062. 
Registered owner(s): 
KINGS MOUNTAIN WINERY LLC 
187 Kings Mountain Road 
Woodside, CA 94062 
California 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 6/1/2011. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
September 1, 2016. 
(ALM Sept. 14, 21, 28, Oct. 5, 2016)

DONATO 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 270568  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Donato, located at 1041 Middlefield Rd., 
Redwood City, CA 94063, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
SPIGA LLC 
1041 Middlefield Rd. 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
California 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 

Public 

Notices

name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
August 30, 2016. 
(ALM Sept. 21, 28, Oct. 5, 12, 2016)

WOODSIDE BAKERY 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 270697 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Woodside Bakery, located at 104 
Constitution Drive, #3, Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
WHISKEY HILL ENTERPRISES INC. 
104 Constitution Dr., #3 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
Calif. 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 03-16-16. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
September 9, 2016.  
(ALM Sept. 21, 28, Oct. 5, 12, 2016)

WOODSIDE BAKERY & CAFÉ 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 270698 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Woodside Bakery & Café, located at 325 
Sharon Park Drive, D-1, Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
WHISKEY HILL ENTERPRISES II INC. 
325 Sharon Park Drive, D-1 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
California 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 03-16-16. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
September 9, 2016.  
(ALM Sept. 21, 28, Oct. 5, 12, 2016)

BLOOM FLORAL DESIGN 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 270787 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Bloom Floral Design, located at 3110 
Woodside Rd., Woodside, CA 94062, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
FIONA MARGARET RYAN 
3110 Woodside Rd. 
Woodside, CA 94062  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
September 15, 2016.  
(ALM Sept. 21, 28, Oct. 5, 12, 2016)

File No. 270721 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: Kindred at Home, 355 Gellert 
Blvd., Suite 110, Daly City, CA 94015, 
County of San Mateo 
Registered Owner(s): NP Plus, LLC, 680 
South Fourth Street, Louisville, KY 40202, 
Delaware 
This business is conducted by: 
a limited liability company. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
I declare that all information in this state-
ment is true and correct. (A registrant 
who declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty of 
a crime.) 
Signature of Registrant: 
Joseph Landenwich 
Print name of person signing. If corpora-
tion, also print corporate title of officer: 
JOSEPH LANDENWICH 
General Counsel & Corporate 
Secretary 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of SAN MATEO COUNTY on 
September 13, 2016. 
Notice - In accordance with subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the Office of the County Clerk. 
Except, as provided in subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in 
the statement pursuant to Section 17913 
other than a change in the residence 
address of a registered owner. A New 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed before the expiration. 
The filing of this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or Common Law (See Section 14411 et 
seq., Business and Professions Code). 
Original 
MARK CHURCH, COUNTY CLERK 

SAN MATEO COUNTY 
BY: ANSHU NAND, 
Deputy Clerk 
CN928647 10133700 Sep 28, Oct 5,12,19, 
2016 
ALM

AIDA MAKEUP DESIGN STUDIO 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 270647 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Aida Makeup Design Studio, located 
at 1146 Chestnut Lane, Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
AIDA MORANO 
2160 Santa Cruz Ave. Unit 9 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on August 2, 2016. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
September 6, 2016. 
(ALM Sept. 28, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 2016)

ART | TML 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 270738 
The following Person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
ART | TML, located at 455 Yale Road, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo County.  
Is (Are) hereby registered by the following 
owner(s): 
TATIANA MARATCHI LEGRAIN 
455 Yale Road 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on September 15, 
2016. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
September 14, 2016.  
(ALM Sept. 28, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 2016)

997 All Other Legals
T.S. No. 034809-CA APN: 062-073-090-3 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE Pursuant 
to CA Civil Code 2923.3 IMPORTANT 
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: YOU ARE 
IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, 
DATED 2/28/2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT 
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU 
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER On 
10/12/2016 at 12:30 PM, CLEAR RECON 
CORP., as duly appointed trustee under 
and pursuant to Deed of Trust recorded 
3/10/2006, as Instrument No. 2006-
034650, of Official Records in the office 
of the County Recorder of San Mateo 
County, State of CALIFORNIA executed 
by: YADIRA DIAZ AND ALEX DELGADO 
BASTIDAS, WIFE AND HUSBAND WILL 
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST 
BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK 
DRAWN ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, 
A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A 
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN 
ASSOCIATION, SAVINGS ASSOCIATION, 
OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 
5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND 
AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS 
STATE: AT THE MARSHALL ST. ENTRANCE 
TO THE HALL OF JUSTICE AND RECORDS, 
400 COUNTY CENTER, REDWOOD CITY, 
CA 94063 all right, title and interest con-
veyed to and now held by it under said 
Deed of Trust in the property situated 
in said County and State described as: 
MORE FULLY DESCRIBED ON SAID DEED 
OF TRUST The street address and other 
common designation, if any, of the real 
property described above is purported 
to be: 1130 WINDERMERE AVE MENLO 
PARK, CA 94025-1314 The undersigned 
Trustee disclaims any liability for any 
incorrectness of the street address and 
other common designation, if any, 
shown herein. Said sale will be held, but 
without covenant or warranty, express 
or implied, regarding title, possession, 
condition, or encumbrances, including 
fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee 
and of the trusts created by said Deed 
of Trust, to pay the remaining principal 
sums of the note(s) secured by said Deed 
of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid 
balance of the obligation secured by 
the property to be sold and reasonable 
estimated costs, expenses and advances 
at the time of the initial publication of 
the Notice of Sale is: $614,584.85 If the 
Trustee is unable to convey title for any 
reason, the successful bidder’s sole and 
exclusive remedy shall be the return 
of monies paid to the Trustee, and the 
successful bidder shall have no further 
recourse. The beneficiary under said 
Deed of Trust heretofore executed and 
delivered to the undersigned a written 
Declaration of Default and Demand for 
Sale, and a written Notice of Default and 

Election to Sell. The undersigned caused 
said Notice of Default and Election to 
Sell to be recorded in the county where 
the real property is located. NOTICE TO 
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are consider-
ing bidding on this property lien, you 
should understand that there are risks 
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. 
You will be bidding on a lien, not on the 
property itself. Placing the highest bid at 
a trustee auction does not automatically 
entitle you to free and clear ownership of 
the property. You should also be aware 
that the lien being auctioned off may be 
a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder 
at the auction, you are or may be respon-
sible for paying off all liens senior to the 
lien being auctioned off, before you can 
receive clear title to the property. You are 
encouraged to investigate the existence, 
priority, and size of outstanding liens that 
may exist on this property by contact-
ing the county recorder’s office or a title 
insurance company, either of which may 
charge you a fee for this information. If 
you consult either of these resources, you 
should be aware that the same lender 
may hold more than one mortgage or 
deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown 
on this notice of sale may be postponed 
one or more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant 
to Section 2924g of the California Civil 
Code. The law requires that information 
about trustee sale postponements be 
made available to you and to the public, 
as a courtesy to those not present at 
the sale. If you wish to learn whether 
your sale date has been postponed, 
and, if applicable, the rescheduled time 
and date for the sale of this property, 
you may call (844) 477-7869 or visit this 
Internet Web site WWW.STOXPOSTING.
COM, using the file number assigned to 
this case 034809-CA. Information about 
postponements that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in time to the 
scheduled sale may not immediately be 
reflected in the telephone information 
or on the Internet Web site. The best way 
to verify postponement information is 
to attend the scheduled sale. FOR SALES 
INFORMATION: (844) 477-7869 CLEAR 

RECON CORP. 4375 Jutland Drive Suite 
200 San Diego, California 92117 
(ALM Sept. 21, 28, Oct. 5, 2016)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 16CIV01071 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner: DANIEL CHRISTOPHER KOCH 
filed a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows: 
DANIEL CHRISTOPHER KOCH to DANIEL 
FARSTRIDE LIEFWALKER.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name 
changes described above must file a writ-
ten objection that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the petition should 
not be granted. If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may grant the peti-
tion without a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: Wed. October 19, 
2016, 9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ, Room: 2D, of 
the Superior Court of California, County 
of San Mateo, located at 400 County 
Center, Redwood City, CA 94063. 
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: 
 THE ALMANAC 
Date: September 1, 2016 
/s/ John L. Grandsaert 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
(ALM Sept. 21, 28, Oct. 5, 12, 2016)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 16CIV01655 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
Petitioner:  BRITTNEY HSIAO filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree changing 

names as follows: 
RYAN CHRISTOPHER HANSON to RYAN 
CHRISTOPHER HSIAO.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name 
changes described above must file a writ-
ten objection that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the petition should 
not be granted.  If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may grant the peti-
tion without a hearing.   
NOTICE OF HEARING: Thr. November 3, 
2016, 9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ, Room: 2D, of 
the Superior Court of California, County 
of San Mateo, located at 400 County 
Center, Redwood City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county:   
THE ALMANAC 
Date:  September 30, 2016 
/s/ George A. Miram 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
(ALM Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2016)
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50 Tallwood Ct  $6,395,000
Town and country living on a beautiful garden 
lot featuring a timeless 5 bed/4.5 bath home 
with library and separate family room. Las 
Lomitas Schools.

ATHERTONONNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN  

Hugh Cornish
650.619.6461
hughcornish.com
hcornish@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #00912143

345 King St  $1,995,000
Spacious, completely renovated Mt. Carmel 
home. 4 BD/3.5 BA + sep office/studio. 
Open concept w/ new appliances. 3,400 sf 
on 6,500 sf lot.

REDWOOD CITY 

Elaine White
650.465.4663
ewhite@cbnorcal.com
elainewhite.com
CalBRE #01182467

155 Kings Mountain Rd  $16,795,000
Country estate prop. renovated & expanded 
on 5 flat ac near town. Main res. w/5BD/4 
full BA+ 2 half BA. Entertainment cabaña 
adjoining 1BD/1BA gsthse.
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Erika Demma
650.740.2970

edemma@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01230766

  $12,900,000
19-ac extraordinary home completely 
renovated! Infinity pool with sweeping SF 
Bay views. 5BD/4.5BA + 1BD/1BA gsthse.    
www.exceptionalwoodsideestate.com

WOODSIDEDEDEDEDEEDEDEDEEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEEEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEEDEDEDEDEDDEEEEEDEEEEEEDDD   

Erika Demma/Hugh Cornish
650.740.2970/650.566.5353

edemma@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01230766/00912143

618 Manzanita Way  $9,900,000
Beautifully remodeled 4BD/4BA home, 
equestrian facilities plus a private pool & spa, 
all on more than 2.6 magnificent landscaped 
acres. Also available for rent.
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Erika Demma
650.740.2970

edemma@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01230766

12424 Skyline Blvd  $3,999,999
Stunning ocean view home w/ high-end finish 
& open floor plan on 5 acres w/ separate 
office, 7 car garage, flat usable land, & 
outdoor kitchen.

WOODSIDE 

Valerie Trenter
650.888.6930
valerie.trenter@cbnorcal.com
valerietrenter.com
CalBRE #01367578


