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Alain Pinel Realtors® 

HOME STARTS HERE

/ /

ATHERTON  $13,995,000

74 Barry Lane  |  5bd/5.5ba
Joe Bentley  |  650.462.1111

ATHERTON  $6,800,000

40 Isabella Avenue  |  4bd/3.5ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.462.1111

ATHERTON  $5,995,000

4 Surrey Lane  |  4bd/4ba
Courtney Charney  |  650.462.1111

MENLO PARK  $5,850,000 

1730 Holly Avenue  |  6bd/5ba
Liz Daschbach  |  650.462.1111
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Extraordinary renovation 

• All-encompassing, two-year renovation

• Inspiration from the Wrightsman Galleries at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York City

• Exceptional views of the San Francisco Bay

• Hand-crafted plaster architectural moldings, antique rock crystal 
chandeliers, custom draperies, and Sherle Wagner fixtures

• 5 bedrooms and 4.5 bathrooms plus 1-bedroom, 1-bath guest house

• Cabernet sauvignon vineyard, wine-cellar, and tasting room

• State-of-the-art home automation and security

• Approximately 19 acres

Offered at $12,995,000
ExceptionalWoodsideEstate.com

Hugh Cornish
650.566.5353

hcornish@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE# 00912143

650.740.2970
edemma@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE# 01230766

Erika DemmaFor a private showing of this 
extraordinary estate, please contact:

Exceptional 
Woodside estate
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Established 1965

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of 
Menlo Park, California is scheduled to review and consider the 
following item:

City of Menlo Park General Plan and M-2 Area Zoning Update, 
including a General Plan Amendment, Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment, Rezoning, Environmental Review: 

The City is proposing to update the Land Use and Circulation 
Elements of the General Plan, including revised goals, policies 
and programs, the establishment of new land use designations, 

Plan Update seeks to create a live/work/play environment that 
fosters economic growth, increased sustainability, improved 
transportation options and mobility, while preserving the existing 
residential neighborhood character and quality of life enjoyed 

Area (which is primarily the existing industrial and business parks 
located between Bayfront Expressway and Highway 101) and 
could result in an increase in development potential above what 
would be allowed under the current General Plan, as follows:

with the remaining development potential under the current 

The City Council will consider and make decisions on the following:

Environmental Review:  Certify the Final Environmental Impact 

Zoning Update, which analyzes the potential environmental 

and adopt Findings, the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 

General Plan Amendments:  Incorporate the updated Land 
Use and Circulation Elements into the General Plan to replace 

Life Sciences, Mixed Use Residential, Public Facilities, and 

Zoning Ordinance Amendments: Create three new zoning 

allow increased density (up to 100 dwelling units per acre), 

district includes development regulations, design standards, 
green and sustainable building requirements, and potential 

District, Restrictive) zoning district would allow for residential 

to streamline the hazardous materials review process as an 
administrative permit, subject to the review and approval of 
the Community Development Director (or designee) when 

as allowing administrative review for architectural changes 

in the O and LS districts similar to current regulations for 

structures chapter, and other minor text amendments for 
consistency in implementing the proposed changes to the 

Rezoning:

for consistency with the proposed General Plan land use 

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that said City Council will 
hold a public hearing on this item in the Council Chambers of the 
City of Menlo Park, located at 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, on 
Tuesday, November 15, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. or as near as possible 
thereafter, at which time and place interested persons may appear 

proposed project has been scheduled for Tuesday, November 
29, 2016 at 7:00 p.m
challenge this item in court, you may be limited to raising only 
those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing 
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to 

 

Documents related to these items may be inspected by the 

with alternate Fridays closed, at the Community Development 

Please call Deanna Chow, Principal Planner, if there are any 

connectmenlo@menlopark.org. 

webpage: https://menlopark.org/ConnectMenlo.

Visit our Web site for City Council public hearing, agenda, and 
www.menlopark.org.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF MENLO PARK CITY COUNCIL

MEETINGS OF NOVEMBER 15, 2016
AND NOVEMBER 29, 2016

GENERAL PLAN AND M-2 AREA ZONING UPDATE
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

S
peakers at two public-
input sessions about a pos-
sible new parcel tax for the 

Menlo Park City School Dis-
trict almost universally favored 
another tax, with several people 
suggesting a tax high enough to 
avoid all budget cuts.
 But district officials acknowl-
edged at the end of the meet-
ings, held Oct. 24 and 25, that 
most of those they have been 
hearing from, besides teachers, 
have students in the district. In 
the previous parcel tax election, 
however, fewer than 15 percent 

of registered voters had children 
in district schools. 
 Assistant Superintendent Erik 
Burmeister said that of nearly 
250 people who had posted com-
ments on the district’s website 
regarding the district’s finances 
using an online form, more 
than 80 percent currently had 
students in the district, about 6 
percent previously had students 
there, and close to 5 percent had 
children who may eventually 
attend district schools. 
 One voter without a district 
student who spoke was Peter 
Carpenter, an Atherton resident 
who had strongly opposed two 
parcel taxes that failed to gain 

the needed two-thirds’ voter 
approval in May 2016. 
 Mr. Carpenter recommended 
that a $515 parcel tax measure 
with a term of about six years be 
placed on the ballot in March. “I 
think it can be done, but it has to 
be a community-wide effort,” he 
said.
 After the meeting, Mr. Car-
penter said his recommenda-
tion came from a belief that 
“the entire community needs to 
decide the issue of how much we 
are willing to support MPCSD 
and I think that decision needs 
to come before the teacher (lay-
off) notification date.”
 Mr. Carpenter said he has not, 

however, decided how he will 
vote. 

Scott Hinshaw, co-chair of the 
May parcel taxes campaign, had 
a different take. “I believe we 
can find a compromise in our 
community, but it is going to 
require a bit of belt-tightening 
and sacrifice on all our parts — 
parents, the schools, the board, 
the teachers and the commu-
nity,” he said. 

Among his ideas: the suggest-
ed annual contribution to the 
district’s foundation and parent 
teacher organization be raised 
by $250 to a total of $2,000 per 
student annually. “If we are able 
to do this and 70 percent of our 

families participate, this will 
add $500,000 in revenue to our 
schools every year,” he said. He 
also suggested the Menlo Park 
Atherton Education Founda-
tion give the district an extra 
$100,000 per year for the next 
three years from its $2.9 million 
endowment.
 Mr. Hinshaw also asked the 
district to spend some of its 
“economic uncertainty” reserves 
in the coming year to allow it to 
avoid issuing teacher layoff 
notices and to help in retaining 
and attracting teachers. 
 For district teachers and staff, 
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By Barbara Wood 
Almanac Staff Writer

D
imitris Dimitrelis said 
he and his family were 
thrilled when installa-

tion of a new pedestrian-acti-
vated stoplight on El Camino 
Real at Almendral Avenue in 
Atherton was completed in late 
August.
 Until they tried to use it.
 Mr. Dimitrelis said he, his 
wife and 13-year-old daughter 
often used that crosswalk to get 
from their Lloyden 
Park neighborhood 
on the east side of El 
Camino Real to west 
Atherton, where they 
like to walk. Now, he 
said, crossing with 
the light is so danger-
ous they won’t cross 
there. 
 He said the light, 
which is dark until 
activated with a push 
button, shows drivers 
a solid red “stop” signal for only 
10 seconds. That, he said, is only 
enough time for a pedestrian to 
get to the middle of the intersec-
tion, especially after waiting for 
oncoming traffic to stop.
 After the 10 seconds, the light 
that drivers see then begins to 
flash red, which means drivers 
can proceed after stopping, if 
it’s safe. The problem, he said, is 
that on the six-lane road a car in 
one of the center lanes can hide 
a pedestrian from cars in other 
lanes. “One car goes and all 
the others go,” he said, leaving 
the pedestrian mid-intersection 
with cars whizzing past. 

 To finish crossing, he said, 
pedestrians must wait for traffic 
to clear and then “run for your 
life.”
 “That’s a liability waiting to 
happen,” he said. 
 After several town officials 
observed the same problem at 
the light, Atherton asked Cal-
trans to adjust the timing. 
 The problem’s impact goes 
beyond that crossing, because 

Caltrans is in the pro-
cess of installing 13 
more such pedestri-
an-activated lights on 
El Camino through-
out San Mateo Coun-
ty, starting with two 
in Atherton at Isabel-
la and Alejandra ave-
nues. Construction 
of those two lights 
recently began, and 
they are scheduled to 
go into operation in 

2017.
 Caltrans controls El Camino 
Real because it is a state highway.
 Atherton requested the 
Almendral light after 32-year-
old Atherton resident Shahriar 
Rahimzadeh was killed crossing 
there in July 2014.  The $360,000 
cost of the light was split by 
Atherton and the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District, but Cal-
trans will pay for the other 13 
pedestrian-activated stop lights, 
also called pedestrian hybrid 
beacons. 
 Caltrans agreed to put in the 
lights after a court ordered it 
to pay $8 million to the family 

of 17-year-old Emily Liou, who 
was left in a coma after she was 
hit in an El Camino crosswalk in 
Millbrae. 
 In July, the state agency was 
found 90 percent liable for 
the death of 62-year-old Chris 
Chandler in an El Camino 
crosswalk in Atherton and 
ordered to pay an additional 
$8.5 million in another lawsuit.
 City engineer Marty 
Hanneman said he’s tried out 
the Almendral light “numerous 
times” and had the same experi-
ence as Mr. Dimitrelis. “I didn’t 
feel comfortable out there at all,” 
he said. “You can get caught in 
the middle there.”
 “If they made that flashing red 
just a steady red, I don’t think 

there’d be a problem,” he said. 
“The way it’s set up now, for me, 
doesn’t seem to be the best way 
to do it.”
  Mr. Hanneman met with 
Caltrans engineer Min Yin Lee 
on Oct. 25 to discuss the issue. 
After the meeting, Mr. Lee sent 
a two-paragraph email con-
cluding: “We understand your 
concerns with drivers failing to 
yield or pedestrians entering the 
intersection after the signal has 
changed to (the flashing red). 
As these behaviors are undesir-
able, the approach should be 
enforcement to discourage these 
behaviors.” 
 Acting Atherton Police Chief 
Joe Wade said the depart-
ment has trouble policing the 

intersection because it is not 
routinely used by pedestrians. 
“We spend a lot of time on El 
Camino,” he said, but officers 
have not ticketed any drivers at 
the crosswalk since they staged a 
“sting” operation with an under-
cover officer there on Aug. 26, 
when they issued four citations.
 Mr. Lee said he is looking at a 
possible solution, but could not 
say what his potential fix is until 
a supervisor approves it.
 He does, however, admit there 
is a problem. He says he has 
asked Caltrans workers to try 
out the signal, and they also 
found themselves mid-intersec-
tion with cars whizzing by.
 “I’m looking into options,” he 
said. A

Timing of stoplight makes crossing perilous

Local News

Menlo district school board gets advice on ending budget woes

Almanac file photo by Natalia Nazarova

Atherton officials were thrilled when a pedestrian-activated stoplight was installed to protect the El 
Camino Real crossing at Almendral Avenue, but now they say the timing of the light may make crossing 
there more dangerous than ever. Caltrans plans to install 13 more such lights on the Peninsula.

‘I didn’t feel 
comfortable 
out there. 

You can get 
caught in the 

middle.’
 CITY ENGINEER 

MARTY HANNEMAN

 ATHERTON

See SCHOOL BOARD, page 6



6 The Almanac AlmanacNews.com November 2, 2016

For a complete list of classes, 

lectures and support groups, 

or to register, visit 

pamf.org/healtheducation

Community Health 

Education Programs

Open 365 days/year
8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

301 Industrial Road, San Carlos
650-596-4100
pamf.org/urgentcare

San Carlos Urgent Care

November and December 2016
All our lectures are free and open to the public. Classes may have a fee.

How to Start the Conversation  
about End-of-Life Care
Nov. 7, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

PAMF’s Palliative Care team members will discuss  

advance care planning and care options such as  

palliative care and hospice.  

Palo Alto Center • 650-853-4873 
795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Living Well with Prediabetes
Nov. 8, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Join Erica Framsted, M.S., R.D., PAMF diabetes  

educator, for a discussion about prediabetes and to learn 

how simple lifestyle changes can improve insulin resistance.

Palo Alto Center • 650-853-4873
795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Medicare Update for  
San Mateo County
Nov. 14, 6 to 8 p.m.

Marla Seidman, Health Insurance Counseling and  

Advocacy Program (HICAP) of San Mateo County  

xcounselor, will explain what’s new in Medicare for 2016.

San Carlos Center • 650-853-4873 
301 Industrial Road, San Carlos

N E W S

he suggested a three-year sal-
ary freeze, citing the district’s 
contract with Erik Burmeister, 
who will become superinten-
dent in July, which keeps his 
salary f lat for three years.
 Mr. Hinshaw also asked 
voters to consider that “our 
community has accumulated 
a staggering amount of wealth 
in property values over the last 
10 to 20 years in the hundreds 
and hundreds of millions of 
dollars.” Mr. Hinshaw said 
property tax revenues have 
grown, but not “enough to keep 
up with enrollment outpacing 
our neighbors.” 
 “Out of the hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in appreciation 
we have had, I don’t think it’s a 
big ask for a few hundred dol-
lars for our schools,” he said.
 District parent Jen Wolosin 
urged the school board to do 
whatever it could to protect the 
district’s teachers and small 
class sizes that ensure “every 
child in the classroom is get-
ting what he needs.” 
 School board candidate and 
district parent Scott Saywell 
said he has talked to hundreds 
of district residents while 
campaigning. 
 “By definition, as a com-
munity-funded district, our 
community decides the size of 
our budget,” he said. The com-
munity will support a parcel 
tax, he said. 
 He suggested the district 
do more to inform the public 
about the budget impacts of 

state-mandated pension costs. 
 Kelly Morehead said her 
family, like several others, 
moved to the district because 
of the quality of the schools. 
“I think you should go out and 
ask for the full amount,” she 
said.
 District parent Hongran 
Stone told board members 
they face communication chal-
lenges. “My neighbor who has 
a kid in Oak Knoll didn’t know 
we have a budget deficit,” she 
said. 
 Teacher Jeffrey Mead said  
teachers need to help campaign 
for the new parcel tax. “If this 
is going to benefit us and save 
our jobs, we should be out 
there too,” he said. 
 Jennifer Bestor, a Menlo Park 
resident who formerly had a 
child in the district, reminded 
the board that the district has 
many disadvantaged students 
who would feel cuts first. “It is 
the children who have the least 
in this district who will suffer,” 
she said. 
 Sarah Leslie, an Oak Knoll 
School parent, said voters 
need to understand how many 
volunteer hours go into district 
schools, including from volun-
teers without children there. 
“People feel this is a commu-
nity institution and they want 
to help out,” she said. 
 At District.MPCSD.org, the 
district’s website, videos of the 
budget meeting will be posted. 
Assistant Superintendent Erik 
Burmeister said a list of 
answers to frequently asked 
questions will also be posted 
soon. A

SCHOOL BOARD
continued from page 5

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

P
ortola Valley Town Hall is 
using an online survey to 
gather community opin-

ion on the use of cameras that 
photographs the license plates  of 
every vehicle entering or leaving 
the town.
 In the wake of two home-inva-
sion robberies by armed gun-
men, one in mid-June and the 
other in mid-October, the Town 
Council is hosting a community 
discussion on public safety at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 9, in the 
Community Hall at 765 Portola 
Road.
 License-plate cameras may 
have been helpful to authori-
ties investigating these rob-
beries, but the cameras are not 
cheap to install and maintain, 

and there are still questions 
about their effectiveness, Town 
Manager Jeremy Dennis said 
recently. 
 In past discussions, the Por-
tola Valley council opted for 
alternatives such as increased 
patrols.
 Go to portolavalleysurvey.
com to log in as a resident or to 
sign up for an account and take 
the survey. The survey will close 
on Sunday, Nov. 6.
 The crime rate in Portola Val-
ley is higher this year than it 
was in 2015 around this time, 
but lower than it was in 2014, 
officials have said.
 Home-invasion robberies are 
random and “very rare” in Por-
tola Valley, Detective Salvador 
Zuno of the San Mateo County 
Sheriff ’s Office said after the 
October incident. A

Portola Valley surveys 
residents on installing 
license-plate cameras
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

W
ith the Planning Com-
mission’s members 
down to four (three 

commissioners recused them-
selves due to personal connec-
tions to the area under discus-
sion), the commission found 
itself at an 11 p.m. divide on Oct. 
24. The commission split 2-2 on 
whether the city’s general plan 
update is OK as is or should be 
refined to address citywide traf-
fic problems. 
 This was the last meeting on 
the general plan update before 
the City Council reviews the 
proposed changes to city zoning 
that could allow construction 
of 2.3 million additional square 
feet of nonresidential buildings, 
400 hotel rooms and 4,500 resi-
dential units in eastern Menlo 
Park. The update would also 
reclassify roadway designations 
citywide. 
 Commissioners Larry Kahle 
and Andrew Barnes voted to 
recommend the changes be 
approved by the City Council as 
proposed, with a recommenda-
tion to “use all means possible 
to push regional transportation 
solutions forward,” in the words 
of Commissioner Kahle. 
 Mr. Barnes pointed out the 
regional nature of much of Men-
lo Park’s traffic problems.”There 
are things in Menlo Park we can 
control, (and) things we cannot, 
which require regional work on 
this,” he said. 
 Commissioner Henry Riggs 
pointed to the large amount of 
development in the works, with 
the Menlo Gateway hotel and 
Facebook’s expansion, which 
the commission discussed 
recently. “Not a single tenant 
vehicle has hit the streets yet,” 
he said. “Before any of this 
(proposed changes to the gen-
eral plan) turns into buildings, 
we are going to see significant 
impacts on our transportation.”
 Mr. Riggs said he found the 
proposed changes in the gen-
eral plan “to be a good plan 
except for one element, and it’s 
a key element. ... Where do the 
transportation mitigations come 
from?” 
 Mr. Riggs said he thinks the 
city should spend a few more 
weeks to develop specific alter-
native transportation plans and 
find possible funding sources 
before approving the changes. 
 With the existing state of 
clogged roadways throughout 
the city, he said, alternative 
transportation should be a big-
ger part of the general plan 
changes. The city should lay out 
specific milestones or deadlines 
to ensure the transportation 

network gets improved while 
development happens, he said.
 “(It) means more than hand-
ing out bus passes,” he said, 
hinting a resurrection of the 
Dumbarton Rail project should 
be a priority. 
 Katherine Strehl, who chairs 
the Planning Commission, 
agreed with  Mr. Riggs that 
Menlo Park was not doing 
enough to address transporta-
tion problems, and they were 
not ready to stamp their approv-
al of the proposed plans just yet. 
 With regard to large-scale 
infrastructure needs laid out by 
Mr. Riggs, Commissioner Strehl 
said: “I think it’ll be a Herculean 
task to get anything done. Men-
lo Park on its own could push 
and shove and scream all they 
want with the regional agencies, 
but there are other fish that are 
pushing and shoving. I don’t 
think we should be naive about 
what kind of influence Menlo 
Park might have.” 
 In the commission’s eight-
plus hours of discussion over 
two meetings, several other key 
issues with the general plan 
update remain unresolved. 

Fire safety
 One point that became clear 
during the meetings was that 
the Menlo Park Fire Protection 
District is angry that the city 
is not considering adopting 
development-impact fees for the 
fire district. 
 The fees would be paid by 
developers based on the floor 
area of new development. The 
money would go to the fire 
district to expand its facilities 
and equipment to provide ser-
vices to the new development 
and the additional workers and 
residents.
 The Belle Haven fire station, 
Fire Chief Harold Schapelhou-
man said, needs to be expanded. 
That station is only 21 years old, 
and the district doesn’t want to 
rebuild it. 
 That said, Chief Schapelhou-
man added: “We’re  addressing 
the growth. We’re addressing 
what’s in front of us. We’re 
addressing millions of more 
square feet and thousands of new 
people. And then we read in the 
plan that any impacts to the fire 
station are less than significant. 
Really? Seriously?” he asked the 
commission incredulously. 
 “We’re not looking for prob-
lems anywhere, we just want to 
have responsible and prudent 
growth in the community.”

Water conservation
 If the proposed zoning chang-

es go through and the land gets 
built out to the maximum of 
what’s allowed, and a multi-
year drought happens, Menlo 
Park could find itself facing a 
considerable water shortfall, 
said Azalea Mitch, senior civil 
engineer. 
 To improve water efficien-
cy, one proposed general plan 
change would require new 
buildings 250,000 square feet or 
larger to have their own water 
recycling system. 
 Richard Truempler, vice presi-
dent of real estate development 
at the Sobrato Organization, 
asked the commission to waive 
the requirement, and instead 
require residential develop-
ments over 250,000 square feet 
to install the necessary plumb-
ing to connect to a recycled 
water network, if and when it 
becomes available. The Sobrato 
Organization owns property 
that is slated to be rezoned to 
allow residential/mixed-use 
development. 
 According to Ms. Mitch, get-
ting a network to distribute 
recycled water in that area is 
a long-term project and could 
require cooperation with Palo 
Alto or Redwood City. 

Affordable housing
 Mr. Truempler also asked 
that the city allow developers to 
construct affordable, or “below 
market rate,” housing in a build-
ing that is separate from, but 
perhaps adjacent to, market-rate 
housing. Opinions varied on the 
subject.
 Maya Perkins, a Menlo Park 
resident, said she wanted the 
housing designed so that tenants 
from different income brackets 
are integrated into the same 
building. 
 “I think for people to have 
a healthy, culturally diverse 
experience, (they) need to live 
all together and not have some 
families go into the poor build-
ing and some families go into 
the market-rate building,” she 
said.
 Lily Gray of MidPen Hous-
ing said that in her experience, 
it’s been easiest to get housing 
units built when developers 
have flexibility in where they 
build affordable units and what 
category of below-market-rate 
housing are built (for instance, 
for tenants who are low income, 
very low income, or extremely 
low income).  

Corporate housing
 Several commissioners asked 
why, in the final draft of the 
general plan update, the new 
zoning category of “corporate 
housing,” appeared on the map 
by Facebook only.

 The zoning change would 
allow up to 1,500 dorm-like 
housing units, where tenants 
would not be able to have chil-
dren, pets or spouses who don’t 
work there. 
 The housing would have no 
parking, but tenants could use 
Facebook’s existing parking 
spots, according to Principal 
Planner Deanna Chow. 
 Those conditions were report-
edly studied in the environ-
mental impact report on the 

general plan update, but not in 
the draft fiscal impact analysis. 
When consultants from BAE 
Economics ran the numbers in 
the final fiscal impact analy-
sis, the expected revenues for 
the city declined somewhat  
because property-tax revenue 
from dorm-style housing would 
be lower than that from larger 
apartments, according to Ms. 
Chow. 

Dear Monica: My husband and 
I gifted our daughter a property 
we owned and now the city 
where the property is located 
wants us to pay a transfer tax 
even though it was a pure gift 
with no money exchanged. Do 
you think we should pay this? 
Charlotte M.

Dear Charlotte: From your 
description, it doesn’t seem like 
a tax is owed but you may have 
to pay it and then appeal. There 
should be an appeal process noted 
on the letter you received and you 
will probably be required to appear 
in person to make your case for not 
paying this tax. You should bring 

as much evidence with you as you 
think you need to support your 
case. You will also likely have to 
send copies of your pleading and 
the evidence you are using several 
days in advance of the hearing so 
the reviewer has a chance to study 
the situation.

transfer tax is owed under most 
circumstances. However some 
municipalities are in need of funds 
and the transfer tax is a good 
place to look for revenue. I would 
encourage you to explain the 
situation in clear, simple terms, with 
supporting documents, and in most 
cases you should be successful.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may  
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.  
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

Is A Transfer Tax Required for a Gift Transfer?

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

Don’t Go It Alone...

Join Avenidas Village!
Stay active, safe, and connected in your own home, 

knowing you can rely on Avenidas Village for:

• 24/7 Support
• Network of Trusted Vendors
• Daily Social Call

• Social & Cultural Activities
• Medical Advocacy
• Transportation Assistance

To learn more:
(650) 289-5405
www.avenidasvillage.org

N E W S

Traffic woes lead to divide over general plan
 MENLO PARK

See GENERAL PLAN, page 13
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By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
here are at least 19 prop-
erties in Woodside that 
are considered farms, 

according to an agricultural 

production directory published 
by Dun & Bradstreet Inc. Sev-
eral of these farms are vineyards 
and several more are involved 
with horses. Will marijuana 
cultivation find a place along-
side them?

 For now, the answer is no. In a 
unanimous decision Oct. 25, in 
anticipation of voters approving 
state Proposition 64 to allow the 
recreational use of marijuana 
as well as its cultivation and 
sale in California, the Town 
Council passed an ordinance 
temporarily forbidding outdoor 
cultivation and all marijuana-
related commercial or industrial 
activities.
 The ban is temporary for two 
reasons:
  It was an urgency ordinance. 
Such ordinances have a natural 
life of 45 days before they expire, 
a period that can be extended 
to up to two years by council 
action.
  If Propostion 64 passes, the 
clock will begin to tick on the 
window of time the council has 
to come up with a permanent 
ordinance, drafted by Town 
Hall staff and commented upon 
by the public.
 If the council does not act, 
its urgency regulations would 
be preempted by state laws. To 
prevent that from happening 
and to maintain local control, 
the council must pass a per-
manent ordinance before the 
state begins to issue licenses for 
commercial growth, sale and 
distribution of marijuana.
 The state has until the end of 
2018 to begin licensing, Town 

Attorney Jean Savaree told 
the council. (In Colorado, the 
state needed about a year to 
begin licensing, according to 
Paul Armentano, a spokesman 
for the National Organization 
for the Reform of Marijuana 
Laws.)
 The urgency ordinance dies if 
voters do not approve Prop. 64.
 A resident, who did not iden-
tify herself, said she worried 
about a nearby vacant lot being 
planted with marijuana, then 
“a little stand” going up, with 
people “coming and going at all 
hours.”
 “I think that can (cause) 

some irreparable harm to our 
community if we don’t think 
carefully about how it will be 
managed,” she said.
 An exchange between Coun-
cilman Chris Shaw and the 
town attorney summed up the 
council’s action.
 Mr. Shaw: “If we enact this 
ordinance, the public will have 
a chance to stand in here in a 
study session and say, ‘This is 
what we want for the town’?”
 Ms. Savaree: “That’s correct.”
 Mr. Shaw: “If we do not take 
this action, they don’t have that 
option?”
 Ms. Savaree: “That’s right.” A

Are you getting the 
service you deserve? 

We answer our 
phones.

Serving the community for over 26 years!

CHARLIE PORTER
Farmers® Agency 
License # 0773991
671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
650-327-1313
cporter2@farmersagent.com

N E W S

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

E
ntrepreneurs, take note: 
If you want to pitch the 
Menlo Park City Council 

on something newfangled, it can’t 
hurt to sweeten your presentation 
with a box of treats from a Menlo 
Park bakery. 
 That’s what happened at a pre-
sentation by Starship Technolo-
gies during the council’s Oct. 25 
meeting. The company pitched 
council members on a pilot pro-
gram to operate a fleet of delivery 
robots in town.
 Starship Technologies spokes-
person Henry Harris-Burland 
showed video footage of a robot 
resembling a wheeled cooler 
rolling through the sidewalks of 
downtown Menlo Park, chang-
ing direction quickly to avoid 
obstacles.
 After the video presentation, 
the robot, roughly the size of a 
medium dog, wheeled into the 
council chambers at a leisurely 
maximum speed of 4 miles per 
hour, before it was unlocked to 
reveal goodies from Mademoi-
selle Colette.
 Mr. Harris-Burland told the 
council Menlo Park could be the 

company’s second U.S. city to be 
part of a nine- to 12-month pilot 
program for its mobile delivery 
robots. The first U.S. city signed 
on is Washington, D.C.
  The robot is also being dem-
onstrated at city meetings in 
San Carlos, Redwood City and 
Sunnyvale, said Allan Martinson, 
the company’s chief operating 
officer. 
 Menlo Park is a “natural place 
to start,” he said, due to the city’s 
location in Silicon Valley. Also, 
the robot works better in areas 
where the population is less dense 
and where it faces fewer complex 
traffic and pedestrian situations, 
he said. 
 According to Mr. Harris-Bur-
land, the company has tested 
the robot over more than 11,000 
miles of sidewalks across the 
world.
 The robot is mostly autono-

mous, but is operated by people in 
situations that are more complex, 
such as while crossing the street.
 During the pilot program in 
Menlo Park, a person would 
accompany the robot wherever 
it goes. The robot would show 
up on the doorstep at a speci-
fied time, and then the customer 
would unlock it using an app, and 
retrieve the delivered parcel. 
 Such machines aren’t subject 
to much regulation yet, Mr. 
Martinson said, but because they 
travel on sidewalks, and cities 

own sidewalks, the company 
is seeking approval from city 
councils of areas it can operate 
in. Because Menlo Park doesn’t 
have sidewalks in all areas, the 
pilot wouldn’t be implemented 
everywhere in the city. 
 The idea would be for Menlo 
Park to be assigned a fleet of 20 
to 25 such robots, operated by 
Starship Technologies, to act as 
a “taxi service for things,” in the 
words of Mr. Martinson. The 
robots wouldn’t be for sale, but 
local businesses could use them 

to provide “on-demand” delivery 
services to their customers.
 Library deliveries and Meals 
on Wheels were also mentioned 
during the meeting as potential 
uses for the robots. 
 Mr. Harris-Burland said the 
robot is equipped with an alarm 
system and a GPS system that 
could allow the police to track it, 
allaying concerns that the robot 
or its cargo could get stolen. 
 Debora Ferrand, owner of 
Mademoiselle Colette, spoke to 
the council in favor of the robots. 
She said they would allow her to 
make deliveries to her customers, 
perhaps for free if they spend a 
certain amount. 
 Cost per delivery by robot 
would be about $1 to $3, Mr. 
Martinson said.
 “This kind of thing can be 
super helpful,” she said. “I hope it 
goes through.”
 After hearing the presenta-
tion, the council seemed recep-
tive to the delivery robots and 
recommended the company 
work with staff to iron out more 
details about how a pilot pro-
gram might be implemented, 
following another discussion 
with the council about specific 
policies. A

Will robots be making deliveries in Menlo Park?

Photo courtesy Starship Technologies

A delivery robot from Starship Technologies wheels down a 
sidewalk in Palo Alto.

Menlo Park could be the 
second U.S. city to be part 
of Starship Technologies’ 

pilot program for  
delivery robots.

Photo by Natalia Nazarova/The Almanac

This local marijuana plant resembles a rosemary bush now, but that’s 
because it was recently denuded of its signature palmate leaves as part 
of the harvesting, the owner said.

Woodside preserves right to regulate marijuana
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NEED A LIFT? GIVE US A CALL!

You Deserve Safe, Reliable 
and Affordable Rides

We’re here to help...
whenever and wherever 
you need us.

(650) 328-1001
www.careindeed.com

info@careindeed.com 

HCO#414000723

890 Santa Cruz Ave, Menlo Park, CA 94025

We know how 
crucial it is for 
you to access 
services in the 
community. 
Please call us 
to learn more 
about our 
special rates.

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY

LABSONCALL.COM
650.804.0992

Kids
too!

DRAWS+VACCINES+BOOSTS

Flu shots at home.

N E W S

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M
enlo Park City Council 
members spent more 
than an hour Oct. 25 

talking about when and how 
they should discuss what to do 
about the renters’ displacement 
problem.
 The council had been sched-
uled to discuss the issue this past 
April, but a meeting on the topic 
was canceled, and never resched-
uled. Now, city staff said, every 
scheduled meeting until the 
end of the year is accounted for 
with such complex topics as the 
review of the general plan update 
and Facebook’s expansion.
 City staff is working on many 
projects and it takes time to do 
the in-depth research requested 
by the council on how other cit-
ies are attempting to address the 
displacement problem, said City 
Manager Alex McIntyre and 
City Attorney Bill McClure.

 During the Oct. 25 meeting, 
each council member had a 
different notion of what should 
be pursued. Mayor Rich Cline 
wanted a review of the city’s 
current housing policies, such 
as its below-market-rate housing 
program. 
 For months, Councilwoman 
Kirsten Keith has requested 
a discussion of three ideas 
for dealing with displacement: 
mandatory non-binding arbi-
tration, 12-month leases, and 
tenant-relocation assistance.
  Councilwoman Catherine 
Carlton has suggested that tenants 
should get more than a 30-days 
notice when they are evicted.
 An idea from Councilman Ray 
Mueller is the creation of a dis-
placement fund, or a new kind 
of impact fee developers would 

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

H
ow many residents in 
Menlo Park have been 
displaced due to ris-

ing housing costs and evic-
tions? Considering the num-
ber of development projects in 
the works, how many will be 
displaced?
 The short answer: No one 
knows. Landlords don’t have to 
report to anyone when they raise 
rents or evict tenants.
 It’s “functionally impossible” 
to get accurate data, said Daniel 
Saver of Community Legal Ser-
vices in East Palo Alto, which has 
called on the city of Menlo Park to 
take action on the housing crisis. 
 Agencies that have tried to 
measure the problem use dif-
ferent metrics. Some databases 
track rent amounts for multi-
family housing complexes, but 
that doesn’t give the full picture 
for communities like Menlo 
Park, where many residences 
are single-family homes. Other 
databases track asking rates for 
rent but not actual rates.
 U.C. Berkeley’s Urban Dis-
placement Project has an online 
interactive map showing indi-
cators of displacement, broken 
down by census tracts across 
the Bay Area. The data, though, 

measures changes between 2010 
and 2013 only. The data shows 
several census tracts in western 
Menlo Park had undergone 
or were undergoing displace-
ment, but less displacement was 
reported in eastern Menlo Park.
 Go to urbandisplacement.org 
to see the map. 
 Since 2013, however, anec-
dotal information from residents, 
school administrators,  police 
officers and others indicates resi-
dents of eastern Menlo Park face 
increasing threat of displacement. 
 A more recent and local 
study by MidPen Housing, a 
nonprofit housing developer, 
conducted in consultation with 
real estate analysts from the 
Concord Group, says that from 
2010 to 2016, Menlo Park’s Belle 
Haven neighborhood lost 133 
households that had annual 
incomes of less than $100,000, 
and East Palo Alto lost 699 
households with incomes of less 
than $100,000. 
 Many of those households 
were replaced by residents with 
annual incomes greater than 
$100,000, the study said. One 
limitation of the study is that it 
does not account for combined 
households or households that 
had income increases that put 
them over the $100,000 annual 
income threshold. A

Displaced renters: 
Council discussion 
postponed again

How big is displacement 
problem in Menlo Park?

 MENLO PARK

See DISPLACED, page 12
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www.237Mapache.com    
Offered at $8,888,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

Fabulous Resort-Like Compound

Valley. The luxuriously upgraded estate is every entertainer’s dream, and includes a guesthouse, a poolhouse, and a studio for a 

total of 5 bedrooms, 7.5 bathrooms, and a living area of approx. 8,100 sq. ft. (per drawings). French doors throughout the single-

level main home open to the exciting grounds, allowing easy indoor-outdoor enjoyment. Excellent amenities include six-car 

garage parking, a sauna, and a heated pool and spa. Stroll to trails throughout the surrounding woodland paradise while easily 

accessing local shopping and scenic open spaces. 

237 Mapache Drive, Portola Valley
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pay to cover the costs of helping 
displaced families relocate.
 Before the city could adopt a 
new development-impact fee, 
an analysis called a “nexus 
study” would have to be con-
ducted to determine what those 

impacts could be, and such a 
study would likely take six to 
12 months, said Jim Cogan, the 
city’s housing and economic 
development manager.
 The main point of a council 
discussion would be to talk 
through “best practices” in dis-
placement policy, councilmem-
bers asserted, preferably with 

housing experts in the room.
 Whether the discussion hap-
pens during the general plan 
update process could have a 
bearing on what gets codified in 
the general plan. Councilman 
Peter Ohtaki said he thought the 
displacement talks should be an 
urgent, but separate, process to 
the general plan update. 
 Councilman Mueller said he 
wants to have the discussion 
now, before the end of the 
general plan process, because 
it would create urgency to act, 
and recommendations could 
be a part of the revised general 
plan document. “This conver-
sation is happening all around 
us and we’re just sitting on the 
sidelines,” he said. 
 Two motions he proposed to 
the council to require the dis-
placement talk to occur before 
the approval of the general plan 
update were not seconded. 
 Councilwoman Keith agreed 
that having the discussion before 
the general plan update process 
ends would be nice, but, given 
the constraints on staff, she sug-
gested another approach: Pick 
a couple of measures that are 
less controversial, and try to get 
them passed as soon as possible.
 She recommended policies 
that would require tenants and 
landlords to engage in non-bind-
ing arbitration and that would 
require landlords to offer tenants 
the option of a 12-month lease. 
Other cities have those policies 
and ordinances already written 
and they could easily be drafted 
for Menlo Park’s use, she said.
 Ultimately, the council voted 
unanimously on a motion indi-
cating the displacement discus-
sion could “possibly” occur before 
the close of the general plan 
update process, but would most 
likely occur in January, after the 
general plan is approved. A

The Girls’ Middle School
3400 West Bayshore Road 

Palo Alto, CA 94303 
650.968.8338 x133 

www.girlsms.org 
admissions@girlsms.org

OPEN  
HOUSE

Saturday,  
Dec. 3rd 
1–4 pm

Mary E. O’Malley, beloved 

wife, mother, grandmother 

and great grandmother 

passed away at the age of 83 

on October 24, 2016 after a 

12 year battle with heart and 

lung conditions. 

Mary grew up in New 

Jersey and moved to Northern 

California in 1973 where she 

resided with her family for the 

remainder of her life. She was 

extremely devoted to her family 

and her faith. During her life Mary worked as an executive 

assistant as well as a homemaker. She was an active volunteer 

at Little House and delivered meals to the elderly in Menlo 

Park and was also involved with Atherlons of Atherton, CA. 

Mary was a skilled bridge player and loved playing the slot 

machines while often winning. 

Mary will be extremely missed! She is survived by her 

husband John (Jack) of 62 years, brothers Raymond, Robert, 

and Joe, sisters Dorothy, Patricia, and Catherine, sons John, 

Robert and David, daughter Teresa, grandsons Matthew 

and John Anthony, granddaughters Kristen, Shannon, Sara, 

Tara, and Devin; and great grandson Brooklyn.

A Catholic memorial service will be held on Thursday, 

November 3, 2016 at 11:00 am at St. Raymond’s in Menlo 

Park. Burial to follow at Holy Cross Cemetery in Menlo 

Park.

In lieu of f lowers, please make a donation to Little 

House of Menlo Park/Peninsula Volunteers or St. Francis 

Center of Redwood City.
P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Mary E. O’Malley
January 15, 1933 – October 24, 2016

N E W S

DISPLACED
continued from page 10

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M
enlo Park seems to 
have sidestepped flared 
tensions between the 

town of Atherton and the Menlo 
Park Fire Protection District, at 
least for now. 

Its City Council members 
agreed Oct. 25 to send subcom-
mittee members Catherine Carl-

ton and Peter Ohtaki to meet 
with the fire district, rather 
than immediately joining the 
controversial fiscal review of the 
district’s services that Atherton 
is planning. 

Atherton study
 Atherton made plans to retain 
an independent consultant to 
conduct a fiscal review of the 
fire district’s services after the 
district told the town on Oct. 18 
that it has “neither legal obliga-
tion nor any present intention 
to participate in the Town’s (fire 
services fiscal review),” accord-
ing to a letter from the fire board 
to Atherton included in the 
Menlo Park staff report.
 Atherton’s study is expected to 
cost about $50,000, and Menlo 
Park and East Palo Alto have 
been invited to join the study 
and split the costs. 
 The purpose of Atherton’s 
study is to evaluate exactly how 
much money the fire district 
collects from property owners in 

Atherton and spends within the 
town’s boundaries, Fire Chief 
Harold Schapelhouman said.
 From the fire district’s point of 
view, he said, it doesn’t want to 
participate in the study because 
breaking the numbers down by 
city isn’t likely to yield informa-
tion the district deems “useful.” 
Its boundaries cover Atherton, 
Menlo Park, East Palo Alto and 
unincorporated county areas, 
and the district treats its revenue 
and expenditures as one budget, 
rather than as pockets of fund-
ing and services to be parceled 
out by jurisdiction, he explained.
 According to the staff report, 
the fire district receives $37.3 
million in annual property tax 
revenue. Of that total, 47.1 per-
cent comes from Menlo Park, 
31.7 percent from Atherton, 15.6 
percent from unincorporated 
San Mateo County areas and 
5.6 percent from East Palo Alto. 
Menlo Park property owners 
paid $17.5 million in property 

taxes to the fire district during 
the 2015-16 fiscal year, the staff 
report said.

Council responses
 As Menlo Park City Man-
ager Alex McIntyre put it to the 
Menlo Park City Council at its 
Oct. 25 meeting: “Atherton’s 
doing this. The question is: Do 
we want to join them?” 
 The council decided to see if 
the city can get the informa-
tion it needs from the fire dis-
trict without spending taxpayer 
money to hire a consultant. 
 The city would still have the 
option to join Atherton’s study 
before the new year. That deci-
sion will depend on the outcome 
of the meeting between the two 
council members and fire dis-
trict officials.
 Council members generally 
agreed the information the city 
would find useful is different 

Menlo not ready to join Atherton 
in fiscal scrutiny of fire district

883 Santa Cruz Ave. Suite #4 | Draeger’s Shopping Center | Menlo Park

DEA & Addison Weeks  
TRUNK SHOW

N O V E M B E R  12 T H  |  11 A M – 4 P M

HOME DECOR

Come see the new fall line
650-391-9458

20% 
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See FIRE DISTRICT, page 22

Related story
Rep. Anna Eshoo supports Atherton’s 

fiscal study of fire district.  Page 22
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Our beloved mother, grandma, 
and friend, has passed away at the 
age of 84.

Born in Los Angeles, CA, she 
attended Stephens College and the 
University of Missouri. She met 
and married the love of her life, 
Dr. James Stickler, and moved to 
Menlo Park, CA where she lived 
for over 30 years. 

 Her passion in life was raising 
her four children, and spending 
time with her grandchildren. She enjoyed volunteering at 
Stanford Hospital and playing bridge with her bridge group. 
She also loved cheering on her Cal Bears and the USC Trojans! 
Hawaii and Europe were her favorite travel destinations and she 
was very proud of her British heritage!

She retired to Carmel Valley, CA where she lived over 10 
years at Quail Lodge. Upon the passing of her loving husband 
Jim, whom she was married to for 51 years, she then relocated 
to Fremont, CA where she resided the last 12 years.

She is survived by her children; Mike Stickler, Kathy Schommer, 
Debbie Johnstone, and Diane Namet; and 8 grandchildren.

She will be missed by all!

Lois Jane Stickler
June 6, 1932 – October 15, 2016

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Eva “Eve” Victoria Bielecki, 92, passed away peacefully at 
her home on October 23, 2016.

Eve was born in Youngstown, Ohio, on November 17, 
1923, the daughter of Polish immigrants Victoria Kupinsky 
Bielecki and Alex Bielecki. She was preceded in death by her 
five siblings — Helen Kazy, Jessie Havas, Irene Garcia, Wanda 
Bernard, and Walter Bielecki — and by her nephew, Ron 
Bernard. Eve is survived by many nieces and nephews as well 
as great-nieces and great-nephews.

Eve was a resident of Menlo Park, CA, for more than 
forty years. She was a devout Catholic and devoted member 
of her beloved parish, The Church of the Nativity, and 
wanted it known that, “I love every nail in that church and 
everyone who is part of it.”

Eve was “forever young” and vivacious in spirit, and often 
quipped, “Age is just a number and mine is unlisted!” She 
worked for many years with Shell Oil and AT&T. She enjoyed 
gardening and antique collecting, but her greatest ‘treasures’ 
were her many friends, both near and far away, whose stories 
and history she avidly collected and who became her “Menlo 
Park family.” She wished to express her deep gratitude to her 
dedicated caregivers — Lineti Fetuu and family, including 
her son, Simon — who provided constant loving care in 
her home. She also wanted to thank the staff of Pathways 
Hospice, her longtime personal doctor Khorshed Madan, 
M.D., and the many neighbors and special friends who 
helped and cared for her over the years.

A memorial mass will be held on Wednesday, November 
9, at 9:00 A.M. at The Church of the Nativity, followed by 
graveside service in the St. Denis section of Holy Cross 
Cemetery and a reception at the church. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may be made to The Church of the 
Nativity, 210 Oak Grove Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025, 
or to a charity of one’s choice. Arrangements under the 
direction of John O’Connor’s Menlo Park Funerals.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Eva “Eve” Victoria Bielecki
November 17, 1923 – October 23, 2016

Rick passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by his beloved 
wife, Betsy Halaby Wales, his 
adult step-children, Catherine, 
Ned and Caroline Halaby, 
sister Kitty Wales, and oldest 
friend, Ned Walker. He 
was the son of Sonia Wales 
(deceased) and Thomas C. 
Wales of Cambridge, MA, 
and brother of Tom Wales 
(deceased). Rick was a man 
of virtue who pursued a life 
of precision, vigor and joy. A 
true Renaissance man, Rick could spout Coleridge, build a 
cabinet, climb Denali, and binge watch Jane The Virgin. In 
his forties Rick became a family man, embracing the roles 
of loving husband and stepfather. A talented photographer, 
he chronicled family events both big and small with many 
featuring his fun loving wife.

Rick loved to challenge himself, physically and mentally.  
An avid mountaineer, he summited several Cascadian peaks, 
often alongside his brother or nephew.  He taught himself to 
draw with some skill, dabbled in carpentry, and experimented 
constantly with new technology; near the end of his life he 
dabbled in astrophysics.

Rick worked at Fair Isaac for 17 years, most recently 
as Vice-President of Engineering for the Software Tools 
division. He was an excellent leader with an exceptional level 
of commitment to FICO customers and employees. 

Memorial service will be private. The family requests 
donations be made to The Multiple Myeloma Research 
Foundation at https://www.themmrf.org/donate-to-mmrf/

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Richard Douglas Wales
July 26, 1954 – October 6, 2016

Resident of Atherton, CA

On October 15, 2016, Mary 
Elizabeth (McDonald) Rapp passed 
away peacefully at the age of 92 at 
home surrounded by family. Mary, 
with her husband of 52 years Thomas 
Hilton Rapp (deceased), raised her 
family and lived most of her life in 
Menlo Park, California. In 2015, 
when her health began to decline, she 
moved to her daughter and son-In-
law’s home in Monmouth, Oregon.

Mary was a strong and 
uncompromising woman with 
an indomitable spirit. When her children were young, she 
was active in PTA and a children’s theatre group. She, and 
husband Tom, took up tennis in their 40’s establishing a 
tennis club at the Sacred Heart Menlo School. A homemaker 
most of her life, at age 60 she received her real estate license 
and sold homes into her early 80’s.

Born in Illinois, Mary lived briefly in Pennsylvania, then 
moved to California with her family — her father, William 
Breen McDonald and mother, Lucille (Bourgeois) McDonald, 
sister Virginia (McDonald) Robb and brother Bill McDonald 
(all deceased). Mary earned an undergraduate degree in 
Psychology from the University of California at Berkeley 
where she was also a Sigma Kappa Sorority member.

Mary’s signature passions were tennis, bridge, Ferragamo 
shoes, orchids and fine jewelry. She was a mean domino 
player, an avid reader and a welcoming hostess. Mary will 
be remembers as a devoted friend, and dedicated wife and 
mother. She will be forever missed.

Mary and Tom had four children, James Hilton Rapp of 
Portland, Oregon, Bruce McDonald Rapp (deceased), Donna 
Elizabeth Rapp of Calgary, Canada, and Kathy Rapp Myers 
of Monmouth, Oregon. Her three grandchildren are Thomas 
Maxim Rapp, Hawkeye Cody Hoffman and Renata Fox Rapp.

Sunday, December 11, 2016 — a Mass of Intention will be 
said in Mary’s honor at the 11:30 a.m. service at St. Denis 
Catholic Church, 2250 Avy Ave., Menlo Park. Following the 
mass, family and friends are invited to gather for a memorial 
reception from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. in the Siena/Carrara Room at 
the Weston Palo Alto, 675 El Camino Real, Palo Alto.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to the 
Menlo Park Library Foundation (www.foundationmpl.org) or 
St. Denis Church, 2250 Avy Ave., Menlo Park, California 94025.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Mary Elizabeth Rapp
February 6, 1924 – October 15, 2016

N E W S

 The expected increases in stu-
dent population at local schools 
were also lower, because there 
would be no children living in 
the units.
 The final fiscal analysis shows 
the city’s expected annual rev-
enue following the full potential 
buildout citywide would be $8.3 
million, down from a previously 
estimated $9 million.

The Bayfront?
 The possibility of calling the 
proposed rezoned area east of U.S. 
101 “the Bayfront” resurfaced; 
planners months ago had reverted 
to calling the area “the M-2.” 
 According to consultant Char-
lie Knox, “Bayfront” was ini-
tially proposed as a substitute 
for M-2, which describes the 
area’s zoning designation as 
“light-industrial.”
 However, the Bayfront name 
was dropped after opposition 
was raised by Belle Haven 
residents, who in public meet-
ings expressed concern that 
the new title would create 
undue distinctions between 
their neighborhood and the M-2 
area’s neighborhood-to-be, once 
housing is allowed to be built 
there. 
 The Planning Commission 
agreed to pass the naming ques-
tion along to the City Council to 
iron out. 
 The general plan update will 
go before the City Council for 
possible approval at its scheduled 
meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 15. A

GENERAL PLAN
continued from page 7

Menlo shoppers 
urged to bike

 “Bike Menlo Park,” a new 
campaign to encourage people 
to bike and shop in Menlo Park, 
launched Oct. 29.
 Shoppers can get frequent rid-
er cards punched at 18 partici-
pating merchants. After seven 
punches, the cyclist receives a 
reward. 
 Cards can be picked up at par-
ticipating shops: Trader Joe’s, 
Amici’s, Five Star Pizza, Flea 
St. Cafe, Mademoiselle Colette, 
The Woodside Bakery, Menlo 
Velo, Brogue, Velofix, Menlo 
Hard Woods, Occasions, Etc., 
Red Lantern Cycles, Yves Delo-
rme, Menlo Park Barber Shop, 
The Pet Place, Cheeky Monkey 
Toys, Home and Angela. 
 The program, which runs 
through Dec. 31, was organized 
by Menlo Spark, the Menlo Park 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
city’s bicycle and transporta-
tion commissions, Friends of 
Caltrain and the Silicon Valley 
Bicycle Coalition. 
  Go to bikemenlopark.weebly.
com for more information. 
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NOTICE INVITING BIDS
ARTICLE 1 INVITATION TO BID
1.01  Notice Inviting Bids:

2:00 PM on Thursday, December 1st, 2016

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
TOWN CENTER SEWER PUMP STATION IMPROVEMENTS

2995 WOODSIDE ROAD

1.02  Project Description:

1.03  Project Schedule:

1.04  Procurement of Bidding Documents:

1.05  Instructions:

1.06  Non Mandatory Pre-Bid Site Visit:

1.07 Bid Preparation Cost:
1.08  Reservation of Rights:

1.09  Portion of Work to be Performed by Contractor:

ARTICLE 2 LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
2.01  Required Contractor’s License(s):

2.02 Required Contractor and Subcontractor Registration

2.03 Bid Alternates:

2.04 Non-Substitutable Materials, Products, Things, or Services

2.05  Substitution of Securities:

2.06  Prevailing Wage Laws:

2.07  Prevailing Wage Monitoring:

N E W S

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Woodside Town 
Council, in a unanimous 
vote Oct. 25, added a year 

to the four-year terms of each of 
its seven members.
 The council basically had to. 
Term extension is a way to com-
ply with a 2015 state law that 
requires most public agencies 
governed by boards or councils 
to schedule elections in even-
numbered years, when voter 
turnout is usually much higher.
 The terms of Mayor Deb-
orah Gordon, Councilman 
Dave Tanner and Council-
woman Anne Kasten would 
have expired in 2017, but will 
now expire in 2018. Terms for 
councilmen Peter Mason, Tom 
Livermore, Chris Shaw and 
Daniel Yost will expire in 2020 
instead of 2019.
 As usual with a new ordi-
nance, the council votes on it 
once more, usually two weeks 
later. The ordinance normally 
becomes effective 30 days after 
that, but this ordinance will go 
to the San Mateo County Board 
of Supervisors for review. If the 
board approves it, it becomes 
law in 30 days.
 The voter rights act, signed by 
Gov. Jerry Brown in September 
2015, requires an agency to shift 
to even-numbered year elections 
if turnout in odd-numbered 
year elections was at least 25 
percent lower than in even-
numbered years.
 Woodside easily met that 
standard. Turnout was 55.4 
percent in 2014, 84.2 percent in 
2012 and 76.4 percent in 2010, 
compared to 23.8 percent in 
2013, 31.1 percent in 2011 and 
24.8 percent in 2009.
 The council faced the pros-
pect of a financial penalty if it 
didn’t act. Elections costs are 
shared among the jurisdictions 
that hold them. In Woodside, a 
typical odd-year election runs 
about $7,500, according to town 
staff.
 As jurisdictions in the county 
move to even-numbered year 
elections, the number of juris-
dictions still holding elections 
in odd-numbered years shrinks, 
and the cost rises for those that 
are left.
 For Woodside, the cost could 
have jumped to $50,000 or 
beyond, Town Manager Kevin 
Bryant told the council. “I’ve 
seen estimates that go a lot 
higher,” he said. A

Woodside 
shifts to even-

numbered-
year elections
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gullixson.com

MARY GULLIXSON
650.888.0860

mary@apr.com
CalBRE# 00373961

BRENT GULLIXSON
650.888.4898
brent@gullixson.com
CalBRE# 01329216

E XC LU S I V E  P E N I N S U L A  H O M E  C O L L E C T I O N

295 ATHERTON AVENUE, ATHERTON    295Atherton.com
Classic Mediterranean styling with resort-like amenities  | 7 bed, 6.5 baths | ~8,700 sq. ft.

Theatre | Library | 2 Sunrooms | Magnificent rose gardens, fruit trees, vast lawn
Level flag lot of ~2 acres | Pool, Spa and Tennis Court | 4-car garage

Las Lomitas Schools | $13,800,000

460 WALSH ROAD, ATHERTON    460Walsh.com
Tuscan inspired estate built by Pacific Peninsula Group in 2007 and updated | 3-level main 

home | 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths  | 1 bed, 1 bath guest house  |  Loggia with fireplace 
Pool with spa | Outdoor firepit | Theatre and wine cellar on lower level | Billiards or playroom 

Library | Las Lomitas Schools  |  Co-list Scott & Shary Symon  |  $10,695,000

MENLO CIRCUS CLUB AREA ATHERTON    gullixson.com 
English-style manor home  |  Architecture by Gerald Taylor inspired by Sir Edwin Lutyens 
Featured in Architectural Digest  | ~1.16 ac  | 4 bed, 2 offices - one could be 5th bedroom 

5.5 baths | Media/billiards room w/bar | Wine cellar | Fitness center & steam room | Pool & 
pool house w/bath & kitchen | Well for irrigation  | Championship tennis court  | Minutes to  
Stanford, Silicon Valley Tech & Venture Capital centers, & 2 Airports  | Menlo Park schools 

84 EDGE ROAD, ATHERTON    84Edge.com   
Sought after Lindenwood Neighborhood  |  4 bed/3.5 baths   |  Library

Pool by noted landscape architect Thomas Church
 1+ acre lot with level lawn and over 30 oak trees 

Convenient to Stanford University  | Menlo Park schools  |  $5,395,000

Mary & Brent are ranked  
the #13 team in the nation  

(and #5 team by average sales price)  
in The Wall Street Journal report of the  

Top Residential Real Estate Professionals  
(published on June 24, 2016).

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. 
However, neither seller nor listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or to purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation. 

NUMBER #1 MARKET SHARE IN ATHERTON

150 ALAMOS ROAD, PORTOLA VALLEY    150Alamos.com  $14,980,000
Premier Westridge area  |  ~2.5 ac  |  Sweeping views across Felt Lake, Silicon Valley, and out 
to the East Bay Hills |  Estate property built in 2008 and recently remodeled  |  4 bd / 3.5 ba   

Nursery/office, playroom, recreation room, private office   |  ~8,333 sf of living space  
Photovoltaic solar energy and geothermal heating and cooling  |  Solar heated pool & spa  

Cabana with fireplace, full bath, and outdoor kitchen  | Gated, landscaped grounds, bocce ball 
court, lavender/citrus garden, vegetable gardens, and greenhouse | Portola Valley schools 

COMING SOON 
ESTATE PROPERTY IN PRIME  
MENLO CIRCUS CLUB AREA

Call for details
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OPEN HOUSE 1:30 - 4:30Saturday

www.375Walsh.com  
Offered at $4,988,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

Woodland Retreat in Exclusive Atherton
Tucked within leafy grounds of over an acre (per county) that establish natural privacy, this treehouse-like 4 bedroom residence 
of 3,120 sq. ft. (per county) with an additional lower level provides 3 full and 2 half baths, and an adjacent parcel of almost an acre 

yet retains excellent proximity to prestigious clubs and private schools. 

375 Walsh Road, Atherton
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Storybook Home with Timeless Appeal  

Let the undeniable charm of this home transport you to the world 

of yesteryear. Set amidst pristine gardens, this 4 bedroom, 4 bath 

residence of over 2,500 sq. ft. (per county) occupies gated premises 

of just over one quarter-acre (per county) and has been remodeled 

with the utmost respect to the home’s authenticity. Delicate details 

elevate its idyllic character, while spaces like the stately living 

room and the rustic family room with a bar form unforgettable 

gathering areas. Outdoor amenities include a barbecue and 

a heated pool and spa. Stroll to Holbrook-Palmer Park, and 

enjoy quick access to downtown Menlo Park and top-ranking 

schools.

41 Maple Avenue, Atherton
Offered at $3,388,000

www.41MapleAve.com    

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

® OPEN HOUSE

Sunday
1:30 - 4:30 pm
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
hree candidates for two 
seats on the Menlo Park 
City Council have filed  

reports on campaign fundraising 
and spending for the Sept. 29 to 
Oct. 26 period.
 Total monetary contributions 
during that period were $4,323 
for Catherine Carlton’s cam-
paign, $2,785 for Cecilia Taylor’s 
campaign and $2,474 for Ray 
Mueller’s campaign, according 
to their reports.

Catherine Carlton
 Ms. Carlton reported these 
donations to her campaign 
since Sept. 29:  $100 from state 
Sen. Jerry Hill, $250 from the 
Stanford Park Hotel, $125 from 
developer Jeffrey Pollock (vice 
president, Pollock Financial 
Group), and $100 from San 
Mateo County Supervisor Don 
Horsley, according to the report.
 The campaign received a 
$1,000 loan from Ms. Carlton’s 
husband, Robert Ridenour. 
 Her campaign reported spend-
ing $11,623 on campaign con-
sulting, literature and mailings.
 Total raised: $17,077 in dona-

tions, $8,950 in loans. Total 
spent: $11,623. 

Cecilia Taylor
 In addition to the $2,785 Ceci-
lia Taylor reported raising in 
cash contributions, she received 
$671 in nonmonetary contribu-
tions such as printing cartridges 
and fliers. 
 Several contributors are affili-
ated with the grassroots group 
VERG (Voters for Equitable and 
Responsible Growth), made up of 
Menlo Park and Palo Alto resi-
dents who favor slow-growth pol-
icies. Those contributions include 
$777 from Neilson Buchanan, 
a Palo Alto resident; $200 from 
Jim Wiley, a Willows resident; 
and $50 from Martin Lamarque, 
a Belle Haven resident. 
 Ms. Taylor’s campaign also 
received $50 from Meg McGraw 
Scherer, a member of the Menlo 
Park Housing Commission. 

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
ARTICLE 1 INVITATION TO BID
1.1  Notice Inviting Bids: Owner will receive sealed Bids at the Town Hall, located at 2955 

Woodside Road, Woodside, California 94062 until 2:00 P.M. on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 16th, 2016 for the following public work:

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2016 Storm Drain Improvement Project 

Various Locations in the Town of Woodside, CA
1.2  Project Description: The work will include the furnishing of all labor, materials, equipment 

and services necessary or required to rehabilitate storm drains with cured in place pipe (CIPP), 
grout headwalls, install new inlets, remove and install new storm drain, install new headwalls, 
and place rock rip rap.

1.3  Procurement of Bidding Documents: Bidding Documents contain the full description 
of the Work. Bidders may examine a complete hard-copy set of the Bidding Documents at the 
Town’s Public Works Department, located at 2955 Woodside Road, Woodside, California 94062. 
Bidders may download a complete set of Bidding Documents at http://www.woodsidetown.org/
rfps at no cost. Bidder is responsible for printing any and all of Bidding Documents.

1.4  Instructions: Bidders shall refer to Document 00 2113 (Instructions to Bidders) for required 
documents and items to be submitted in a sealed envelope for deposit into the Bid Box in the 

than the time and date set forth in Paragraph 1.01 above. 

1.5  Project Schedule: All work shall be completed within 75 working days from Notice to 
Proceed. The Town will issue Notice to Proceed for this project in April 2017.

1.6 Bid Preparation Cost: Bidders are solely responsible for the cost of preparing their Bids.

1.7  Reservation of Rights:
reject any or all Bids, to re-bid, or to waive inconsequential defects in bidding not involving 
time, price or quality of the work. Owner may reject any and all Bids and waive any minor 
irregularities in the Bids.

ARTICLE 2 LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
2.1  Required Contractor’s License(s): A California “A” contractor’s license is required to bid 

this contract. Joint ventures must secure a joint venture license prior to award of this Contract.

2.2 Required Contractor and Subcontractor Registration

 A.  Owner shall accept Bids only from Bidders that (along with all Subcontractors listed in 

public work pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5.

 B.  Subject to Labor Code Sections 1771.1(c) and (d), any Bid not complying with paragraph 
Aabove shall be returned and not considered; provided that if Bidder is a joint venture 
(Business & Professions Code Section 7029.1) or if federal funds are involved in the Con-
tract (Labor Code Section 1771.1(a)), Owner may accept a non-complying Bid provided 
that Bidder and all listed Subcontractors are registered at the time of Contract award.

2.3 N/A 

2.4 N/A

2.5  Substitution of Securities: Owner will permit the successful bidder to substitute secu-
rities for any retention monies withheld to ensure performance of the contract. Should the 
contactor opt for this option please contact the owner to obtain the form. 

2.6  Prevailing Wage Laws: The successful Bidder must comply with all prevailing wage 
laws applicable to the Project, and related requirements contained in the Contract Documents. 

of worker needed to execute the Contract, as determined by Director of the State of California 

be obtained from the California Department of Industrial Relations website http://www.dir.
ca.gov/OPRL/DPreWageDetermination.htm and are deemed included in the Bidding Doc-
uments. Upon request, Owner will make available copies to any interested party. Also, the 
successful Bidder shall post the applicable prevailing wage rates at the Site.

2.7  Prevailing Wage Monitoring: This Project is subject to prevailing wage compliance mon-
itoring and enforcement by the Department of Industrial Relations.

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the Town 
of Atherton will introduce amendments to the following 
ordinance at their regular meeting held on Wednesday, 
November 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 94 

. 

An Ordinance of the City Council of the Town of Atherton 
amending Municipal Code Chapters 15.02, 15.04, 15.08, 
15.12, 15.16, 15.18, 15.19, 15.20, and 15.44 in order to 
adopt by reference the 2016 California Building Standards 
code including the building, residential, electrical, 
plumbing, mechanical, energy, historical building, green 
and existing building codes and Chapter 1 Division II 
of the 2016 edition of the California Building Code as 
the Atherton Administrative Code, and Amend Chapter 
15.52.040 of the Atherton Municipal Code to comply with 
2016 California Green Building Code and conform to Cal-
Recycle’s statewide goal of 75% for the year 2020 as 
stated in the CA AB 341 (Chapter 476, Statues of 2011). 

Anyone who desires to be heard on the matter should 
appear at the designated time and place. Written public 
comments may be submitted in advance of the meeting to 
Theresa DellaSanta at tdellasanta@ci.atherton.ca.us

For a complete copy of the ordinance amendments, please 
contact Theresa DellaSanta at tdellasanta@ci.atherton.
ca.us or 650-752-0529.

 

N E W S

Go to AlmanacNews.com to see 

more election news, including 

a story about campaign finance 

reports for the Menlo Park City 

School District school board race.

Who’s funding candidates 
for Menlo Park council?

See FUNDING, page 22
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

By Kate Daly
Speical to the Almanac

W
hen nine Bay Area 
professional pho-
tographers launched 

a blog three years ago, they 
didn’t think it would last. They 
were wrong. Not only has their 
collaborative content gained 
followers, it has spawned a 
new art form now on dis-
play at Foothill 
College.
 Since March 
2013, the pho-
tographers have 
taken turns 
posting a digital 
image on their 
website, f8dont-
wait.com. A 
new photo-
graph is posted 
each day, and 
each photo responds to or con-
nects with the previous photo 
in a process the photographers 
see as a “conversation.”
 The photographers includes 
Rachel Phillips and David 
Hibbard of Menlo Park and 
Patricia McClung of Portola 
Valley.
 “It works a lot like the game 
of telephone that kids play, 
whispering a message around 
a circle,” Ms. McClung says. 
“Inevitably the message (in 
this case in the form of a pho-
tographic image) evolves.”
 Given the online format, the 
images were not intended to 
be displayed in print, but over 
time the group realized it was 
doing something “different” 
and wanted to share the blog 
beyond its email subscribers 
and the approximately 6,000 
page views each month.
 This summer the group 
organized a show at a gallery 
in Castro Valley, where pho-
tographer Susan Honda Eady 

works. When Ms. McClung’s 
former professor saw the exhi-
bition, she thought it would be 
ideal to use as a teaching tool 
at Foothill College’s Krause 
Center for Innovation.
 The exhibit, “The Conver-
sation: F8 Don’t Wait,” is on 
display at the Los Altos Hills 
campus through Dec. 6. 
 Photographer Robert Kato 
is also a master printer and he 

devised a way 
to print out the 
group’s imag-
es in rows on 
square sheets 
that are 44 inch-
es by 44 inches. 
Each sheet car-
ries 49 or 50 
images, which 
Ms. McClung 
says make an 
impact as a new 

composite art form. “People 
get drawn in to figure out what 
the conversation is,” she says.
 Mr. Kato also created an 
18-foot-long scroll that shows 
the total of more than 1,240 
images. 
 Photographer Dorothy Gan-
tebein designed QR codes for 
the exhibit so people can use 
smart phones to scan and find 
each image’s place in the blog 
and associated photographer 
name and title.
 Most of the photographers 
have been sharing their expe-
riences since they met tak-
ing a photography class with 
Brigitte Carnochan in Portola 
Valley about 10 years ago. 
 The group gets together 
periodically to talk about their 
work and admits the blog has 
become an influential factor.
 “Being a member of this tal-
ented group, it’s important to 
me to maintain the quality and 
integrity of my posts.  Each 
one is a unique challenge,” says 

The exhibit
The public is invited to attend an artists’ reception on Wednesday, Nov. 

2, from 6 to 9 p.m., at the gallery, located on the lower level of the Krause 

Center for Innovation on the Foothill College campus, 12345 El Monte 

Road in Los Altos Hills. The gallery is open Monday through Saturday. The 

gallery opens at 9 a.m. each day and closes at 7:45 p.m. Monday through 

Thursday, at 6 p.m. on Fridays, and at 4:30 p.m. on Saturdays. The exhibit 

runs through Dec. 6.

 Go to f8dontwait.com to see the photographers’ “conversation” online.

Speaking  
in pictures
Photographers’ online ‘conversation’  
of hundreds of images turns  
into an art exhibition

‘It works a lot 
like the game of 

telephone that kids 
play. Inevitably the 
message evolves.’

PHOTOGRAPHER  
PATRICIA MCCLUNG

These photographs 
are among nearly 1,000 
images on the f8dontwait.
com website, where 
each day, one of nine 
photographers posts a 
picture that responds 
to or connects with the 
previous day’s image. 
These three photographs 
were posted in sequence, 
from top to bottom: 
David Hibbard’s “6-17-
15 NW of Story City,” 
Rachel Phillips’ “Sea 
Change,” and Patricia 
McClung’s “Sea Nymph.”

William Bishop of La Honda.
 Katie Parquet says: “Something will 
catch my eye in my daily travels and 
I will think, hmmm ... I might be 
able to use that in the future. Or 
someone will post on our blog 
and I will think where can 
I take that image next? Or 
how did they do that? Or 
where were they when 
they took the image? 
Or what were they 
thinking?” 
 Maude Pervere, a 
retired Stanford pro-
fessor who exhibits 
her photography regu-
larly, says: “I feel chal-
lenged by the quality 
of the photographs that 
others post, and there-
fore both stretched in 
my imagination of what a 
photograph can express, and 
safe enough with this group to 
truly experiment.” 
 “Besides, if someone else is going 
to post the very next day, how long will 
anyone be focused on a flop?” A
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter many study ses-
sions and discussions 
and approvals through 

various commissions, the Menlo 
Park City Council planned to 
review Facebook’s large pro-
posed expansion on Nov. 1. 
 (Go to AlmanacNews.com for 
updates. The Almanac went to 
press before the meeting was 
held.)
 The expansion would add to 
the Facebook complex a 200-
room hotel and two 75-foot-high 
office buildings with 962,400 
square feet of floor area. An 
estimated 6,550 people would 
work in the offices and the hotel.
 On Sept. 26, Menlo Park’s 
Planning Commission unani-
mously recommended that the 
council approve the expansion. 
Commission members praised 
the project for its sustainability 
features,  such as an onsite water 
recycling system and solar pan-
els. Also, Facebook promises 
to reduce car trips during peak 

hours by encouraging workers 
to use buses and other means 
of transportation other than 
single-occupancy vehicles.
 Some concerns were voiced 
about where the new workers 
would live and whether the 
influx would increase housing 
costs for renters in Menlo Park’s 
Belle Haven neighborhood. 
 As part of its development 
agreement with the city, Face-
book would plan and design 
1,500 housing units on its Prolo-
gis site, though it couldn’t build 
anything until Menlo Park’s 
general plan update is approved 
by the council.
 Under proposed changes to 
the general plan, the company 
would be able to build 2,000 
housing units on that site, 
according to Deanna Chow, 
principal planner at the city of 
Menlo Park. Facebook also will 
have to pay the costs for or build 
20 housing units, and has agreed 
to subsidize rental costs for 22 
apartments for local teachers, 
public safety officers or non-
profit workers. A

By Elena Kadvany

T
he much sought-after 
Michelin Guide stars have 
been announced for the 

San Francisco Bay Area, with 
familiar MidPeninsula restau-
rants making the cut, plus one 
establishment that returned to 
the annual list.
 Madera, at the Rosewood 
Sand Hill hotel in Menlo Park, 
regained one star after dropping 
from the list in 2015. Madera’s 
kitchen is overseen by executive 
chef Peter Rudolph. 
 The Michelin guide tweeted 
its congratulations to Made-
ra and Rudolph on Tuesday: 
“#Congratulations to @Mad-
eraSandHill and @MaderaPeter 
on earning back #OneStar in the 
#revisit #reevaluate #recognize.”
 Experimental French fine-
dining restaurant Baume in Palo 
Alto, led by chef Bruno Chemel, 
continues to be the only restau-
rant south of San Francisco that 
has two stars. Only seven restau-
rants total gained two stars this 
year, the majority of them in San 
Francisco. 
 Mountain View French res-
taurant Chez TJ, where chef 
Jarad Gallagher has remained 
for the last four years, held onto 
its single-star status.

 The Village Pub in Woodside, 
with executive chef Mark Sul-
livan in the kitchen, also again 
kept its years- long one star. 
This is the ninth consecutive 
year the restaurant has received 
a Michelin star.
 The local restaurants are among 
54 Bay Area and Wine Country 
restaurants that Michelin recog-
nized in its new San Francisco Bay 
Area & Wine Country 2017 guide, 
which was released Oct. 25. The 
guide’s release came a week after 
Michelin announced its 2017 Bib 
Gourmand restaurants, which are 
recognized for serving high-
quality food at a more affordable 
price. A

Visit AlmanacNews.com  
to see Elena Kadvany’s  
Peninsula Foodist blog.

Menlo Park City Council 
reviews Facebook project

Menlo Park restaurant 
regains Michelin star

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

‘T
o prosperity, new 
beginnings, and man-
aged growth,” Menlo 

Park Mayor Rich Cline toasted to 
a small crowd gathered around 
shiny shovels at 1400 El Camino 
Real, the site where ground was 
broken Oct. 26 for a 61-room, 
four-story boutique hotel.
 Fran Dehn, president and 
CEO of the Menlo Park Cham-
ber of Commerce, told the group 
the hotel fits the city’s needs as 

laid out in the El Camino Real/
downtown specific plan and 
the regional Grand Boulevard 
Initiative.
 “We’re a unique city and 
you’re bringing us exactly what 
we need,” she said. 
 In addition to guest rooms, 
the hotel will have an event 
room, restaurant and bar, and 
75 underground parking spots. 
 It is expected to generate 
about $604,000 a year in rev-

enue for the city via its transient 
occupancy tax. Portola Valley-
based developer Pollock Finan-
cial Group, which is building 
the hotel, said hotel employees 
and guests will get free Cal-
train passes and employees will 
get additional transit subsi-
dies. The hotel could host live 
entertainment. 
 A Shell gasoline station used 
to be on the half-acre site.
 City Councilwoman Cathe-
rine Carlton said the hotel 
would be “something beautiful, 
instead of blight and fencing.” A

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A
dding a surcharge to 
building-permit fees as 
a way to raise money to 

build part of the new civic center 
is one of three topics the Atherton 
City Council will examine at a 
study session Wednesday, Nov. 2.
 Also on the agenda: joining a 
lawsuit over how the California 
High Speed Rail Authority spends 
its money and reviewing a two-
year-old report on ways the town 
can raise revenue. The study ses-
sion starts at 3 p.m. in the council 
chambers at 94 Ashfield Road.

Surcharge
 A 2012 measure approved by 
voters limits the public funds 
that can be used to build a new 
town center for Atherton. One 
source that can be used is paying 
for new building and planning  
offices with building and plan-
ning permit fees. The town has 
set aside $2.1 million in such 
fees to pay for new building and 
planning offices in the center. 
Now, a staff report from City 
Manager George Rodericks says 

it appears the cost to build those 
offices will exceed that amount.
 The council will consider add-
ing a surcharge of a half cent per 
dollar of permit valuation (what 
a project is expected to cost) to 
building-permit fees over the 
next several years to raise addi-
tional funds. The report says it 
would take less than three years 
to raise an estimated $1.2 mil-
lion, or the town could adopt a 
lower surcharge and take longer 
to raise the funds by borrowing 
money to pay construction costs 
from its own reserves.

Lawsuit
 The council will consider a 
lawsuit challenging a state law 
signed by Gov. Jerry Brown on 
Sept. 28. Assembly Bill 1889 
modifies how the California 
High Speed Rail Authority can 
spend money from a 2008 bond 
measure approved by voters. 
 The staff report from City 
Attorney Bill Conners says the 
2008 measure allowed funds to 
be spent only on “usable seg-
ments” of rail that could accom-
modate high-speed trains when 
completed.

 The new law redefines “usable 
segments,” the staff report says. 
The town’s Rail Committee 
says the law is unconstitutional 
because it substantially changes 
the bond measure without a 
public vote. 
 Mr. Connors said the council 
could limit its contribution, if 
it joins the lawsuit, to between 
$20,000 to $50,000. 
 State law allows lawsuit dis-
cussions to be closed to the pub-
lic, but City Manager George 
Rodericks said the council 
wants public input to help it 
decide whether to join the 
lawsuit.

Raising revenues
 In 2014, the council asked 
town staff to explore how to 
raise revenues for the town. 
Now the council has asked tow 
take another look at the report 
as part of its consideration of a 
new business license tax.
 Other revenue-raising sources 
in the report include a utility 
users’ tax, rents or fees for use of 
town-owned property, benefit 
assessment districts and a road-
impact tax. A

Ground broken for boutique hotel

Surcharge might help pay for civic center

Photo by Kate Bradshaw

Menlo Park Mayor Rich Cline, left, and developer Jeff Pollock of Pollock Financial Group toast at an 
Oct. 26 groundbreaking for a new boutique hotel at 1400 El Camino Real in Menlo Park.

Vince Terry
Madera Chef Peter Rudolph

 MENLO PARK
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ROSSINI’S

NOVEMBER 12-27

operasj.org

(408) 437-4450

The Barber
of Seville

C A L E N D A R

Photo by John Gerbetz

Menlowe Ballet will  celebrate its fifth anniversary with its program featuring a revival of a signature 
company work.

 This season Menlowe Ballet 
is marking its fifth anniver-
sary with “Tribute,” a program 
including two new works, a 
classical ballet, and a comeback 
of the company’s showpiece by 
the same name.
 Fifteen company dancers 
plus two professional ballroom 
dancers and a dozen students 
from the Menlo Park Academy 
of Dance will perform at the 
Menlo-Atherton Performing 
Arts Center at 555 Middlefield 

Road in Atherton.
 Performance dates are Thurs-
day, Nov. 3, at 7:30 p.m.; Satur-
day, Nov. 5, at 2 and 8 p.m.; and 
Sunday, Nov. 6 at 2 p.m. 
 Artistic Director Michael 
Lowe will be premiering “After 
Hours,” a piece set in a Shang-
hai nightclub on New Years 
Eve. 
 Associate Artistic Director 
Sarah-Jane Measor is making 
her choreographic debut with 
another new work, “Portraits,” 

a portrayal of women’s contribu-
tions through history.
 San Jose Ballet founder Den-
nis Nahat is staging “Le Corsaire 
Pas de Deux,” and Mr. Lowe is 
reprising his role in “Tribute,” 
a ballet he choreographed a 
few years back to the music of 
Ravel’s “Bolero.”
 Go to menloweballet.org or 
call (800) 595-4849 for tickets, 
which range from $30 to $60.

—Kate Daly

Go to AlmanacNews.com/calendar 
to see more local calendar listings

Theater 
 Menlo Dra-

ma presents the five-time Tony Award winning 
interactive musical whodunit “The Mystery 
of Edwin Drood,” based upon the unfinished 
Charles Dickens novel of the same name. 
In 1895 England, a charming young Edwin 
Drood has been murdered in a story that goes 
unfinished as Dickens passed away before 
revealing the ending. Ruper Holmes’ musical 
solves this dilemma by allowing the audience 
to choose by popular vote which character 
is the killer. Nov. 11 and 13, 7:30 p.m.; Nov. 
12 and 13, 2 p.m. Students, $5; adults, $10. 
Menlo Scool, 54 Valparaiso Ave., Atherton. 
menloschool.org/arta/drama

Concerts 
 Eckart Sellheim and Dian 

Baker perform an all-American program of 
duets for piano featuring works by Corigliani, 
Barber, Copland, Bryan Adams, and Morton 
Feldman. Sellheim and Baker have combined 
their many years of artistic experiences into 
the perfect medium: the piano duo. Since 
1998, they have concertized in the U.S. and 
Europe. Nov. 11, 7:30 p.m. Free. Campbell 
Recital Hall, 541 Lausen Mall, Stanford. 
events.stanford.edu

 Anna Wittstruck 
conducts the Philharmonia’s program with 

guests from Ensemble SF (Rebecca Jack-
son, violin; Jonah Kim, cello; and Christine 
McLeavey, piano) and Kindra Scharich, 
mezzo-soprano. Nov. 12, 7:30 p.m. $10-$20. 
Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen St., Stanford. 
events.stanford.edu

Music 
 

Every third Thursday the Riekes Center will 
kick-off the evening with an open house and 
will feature the Creative Arts Students in a 
public recital. Students of all ages will sing, 
show movies, show artwork and celebrate 
milestones. Nov. 10, 6-9 p.m. Free. Riekes 
Center, 3455 Edison Way, Menlo Park. riekes.
org/workshops-special-events

Talks & Authors
-

 Jan Ellison, author of 
“A Small Indiscretion,” will lead a discussion 
between Anne Raeff, author of the upcoming 
collection “The Jungle Around Us,” and Lori 
Ostlund, author of “After the Parade,” Nov. 
10, 7:30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.com

, a 
comically subversive young adult debut that 
explores the meaning of friendship and loy-
alty, and why you should avoid being trapped 
in a small space with an angry chicken. 
Nov. 9, 7 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.com/event/
gordon-jack

 Branislav Jakovljevic, 
Janice Ross and Bill Eddelman will trace the 

evolution of the performing arts in the heart 
of Silicon Valley. The evening will conclude 
with a Chocolate Heads Movement Band 
performance choreographed by Aleta Hayes. 
Nov. 9, 5:30-8 p.m. Free. Roble Gym Studio 
Theater, 285 Santa Teresa St., Stanford.  
historicalsociety.stanford.edu

Galleries 
-

 The Portola Art Gallery presents “Water, 
Nature’s Gift,” a joint exhibition by Jan Prisco 
and Barbara von Haunalter. The pastel, oil 
and watercolor paintings celebrate the beauty 
and diversity of Northern California’s waters 
— oceans, rivers, streams and bay — and 
the wildlife that inhabit them. Nov. 1-30, 10:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Reception, Nov. 5, 1-4 p.m. 
Free. Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor Road, 
Menlo Park. 

Lessons & Classes 
 Mondays, 

Oct. 3-Dec.12 from 11 a.m. to noon. 11 class-
es, $180; Individual, $20. Independence Hall, 
2955 Woodside Road, Woodside. chezfit.com

Health & Wellness 
 Poet David 

Whyte examines the great questions of 
human life and how contemplative practices 
offer a foundation for a meaningful life. Nov. 
10, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Stanford Memorial 
Church 7:00pm, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. 
events.stanford.edu

Menlowe Ballet celebrates 
with Atherton performance

 CALENDAR
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She reported spending $2,632 
on items categorized as “cam-
paign paraphernalia.”
 Total raised: $3,709. Total 
spent: $3,438.

Ray Mueller
 Ray Mueller reported raising 
$2,474 in cash contributions 
between Sept. 29 and Oct. 26. 
 Contributions include $50 
from Richard Draeger, owner 
of Draeger’s Market; $1,500 
from James Wagstaffe, a Burl-
ingame resident and Mr. Muel-
ler’s former law professor; and 
$1,000 from the California 

Association of Realtors’ Real 
Estate Political Action Com-
mittee. He also received a $750 
contribution from San Mateo 
County Supervisor Warren 
Slocum on Oct. 28, as reported 
to the Almanac.
 Mr. Mueller reported return-
ing $500 to the real estate com-
mittee. He said he is capping 
campaign contributions at $500, 
with the exception of donations 
from Mr. Wagstaffe and Super-
visor Slocum. 
  His campaign spent $12,458 
on items such as mailers and 
door hangers, and about $6 on 
Facebook ads.
 Total raised: $14,497. Total 
spent: $16,297. A

“There’s no place like home.”

MatchedCareGivers.com

Matched CareGivers is nurse owned and operated and has provided 
the best in home care and case management on the peninsula 
for over 25 years. Our trained caregivers provide personal care, 
bathing, dressing, companionship, exercise and mobility assistance, 
medication reminders, meal planning and preparation  
(including specialized diets), transportation and errands, coordination 
of social activities, light housekeeping and laundry.
 
All the caregivers are our employees and are fingerprinted, have a 
current TB clearance and trained in First Aid and in other subjects. The 
agency handles all the liabilites so you do not have to worry.

Menlo Park • San Mateo • San Jose Lic# 414700002

you can count on us to be there. Call (650) 839-2273
When someone you care about needs assistance... 

Matched CareGivers

GraphicDesigner

450 CAMBRIDGE AVENUE  |   PALO ALTO

Embarcadero Media, producers of the Palo Alto Weekly, The 

Almanac, Mountain View Voice, Pleasanton Weekly, PaloAltoOnline.

com and several other community websites, is looking for a graphic 

designer to join its award-winning design team. 

Design opportunities include online and print ad design and 

editorial page layout. Applicant must be fluent in InDesign, 

Photoshop and Illustrator. Video editing knowledge is a plus. 

Newspaper or previous publishing experience is preferred, but we 

will consider qualified — including entry level — candidates. Most 

importantly, designer must be a team player and demonstrate 

speed, accuracy and thrive under deadline pressure. The position 

will be approximately 32 - 40 hours per week.

To apply, please send a resume along with samples of your work  

as a PDF (or URL) to Kristin Brown, Design & Production Manager,  

at kbrown@paweekly.com

N E W S

 Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Menlo 
Park, backs Atherton’s plans to 
evaluate the costs and benefits of 
services provided to the town’s 
property owners by the Menlo 
Park Fire Protection District, 
according to a letter Ms. Eshoo 
sent Oct. 27 to Atherton Mayor 
Elizabeth Lewis.
 In the letter, Rep. Eshoo said 
she supports the town’s efforts 
“to examine what services the 
Town receives, and what the 
Town pays for those services, 
including the Fire District.” 
 While Rep. Eshoo wrote that 
she is “a longtime supporter and 

advocate of our first respond-
ers locally and nationally,” she 
called the town’s proposed study 
“a prudent undertaking.” 
 “Our mutual constituents, 
through their elected officials 
should be able to have any and 
all information as to how their 
tax dollars are spent and what 
they receive for them,” she 
wrote.
 The letter says that she finds it 
“fully appropriate” for not only 
Atherton, but also Menlo Park, 

East Palo Alto and San Mateo 
County “to either jointly or sep-
arately” study the fire district’s 
revenues, services provided and 
costs. 
 The letter also urges civility. 
“I’m exceedingly proud of the 
high level of civility that is the 
hallmark of our congressional 
district, and I trust that as you 
and others work with the Fire 
district to obtain the informa-
tion requested of them, that all 
parties will uphold this great 
tradition.” 

— Barbara Wood

Eshoo supports Atherton’s 
fiscal study of fire district

from what Atherton wants. 
However, they were split on 
whether the city should get 
involved in scrutinizing the 
spending of another local agen-
cy. Councilwoman Catherine 
Carlton told the council she 
spoke with Rep. Anna Eshoo, 
D-Menlo Park, who encouraged 
Menlo Park to pursue the study.
 Councilman Ray Mueller said 

joining Atherton for the study 
would be “inherently political.” 
“I don’t think we should be get-
ting into the business of audit-
ing other agencies,” he said. 
 Mayor Rich Cline said: “If this 
feels like an investigation ... it 
could end up creating another 
political maelstrom here that’s 
going to be just kind of laughable 
at the end.” 
 Councilman Peter Ohtaki, 
who served on the fire board for 
three years before being elected 

to the City Council, said the city 
should stay focused on the ques-
tion of impact fees.
 The city and the fire district 
have different narratives of 
where things stand on develop-
ment-impact fees: payments by 
property owners to cover the 
added costs to the fire district of 
providing emergency services 
for new development. Now, the 
fire district is considering a new 
option: a community facilities 
tax. A

FIRE DISTRICT
continued from page 12

FUNDING
continued from page 18

 ATHERTON

This information is based on reports from the 
Menlo Park Police Department. Under the 
law, people charged with offenses are con-
sidered innocent unless convicted. Police 
received the reports on the dates shown.

MENLO PARK
Residential burglary: After breaking a 
front window on a house on Pierce Road, a 
burglar stole jewelry and two pads of checks. 
Estimated loss: $7,500. Oct. 26.
Commercial burglary: Police arrested 
and booked into jail a Redwood City woman 
on charges that included burglary after she 
allegedly stole several pieces of merchandise 
(recovered) from the CVS pharmacy at 700 El 
Camino Real. Police also found heroin in her 
possession. Oct. 23.
Auto burglaries:

 Two vehicles parked at Bedwell Bayfront 
Park on Marsh Road were found with win-
dows smashed and items stolen. In one 
case, a purse containing a credit/debit card, 

a medical card, gift cards and cosmetics, 
and in the other a wallet containing an ID and 
credit and debit cards. Estimated losses: 
$875 and $162. Oct. 27.
Thefts:

 A resident of Hollyburne Avenue found 
that someone had stolen approximately 100 
avocados from a tree in the backyard. No 
estimate on losses. Oct. 24.

 Someone stole a backpack from an 
unlocked truck parked on Bay Laurel Road. 
Inside the backpack was a laptop computer. 
Estimated loss: $1,000. Oct. 24.

 A thief entered an unlocked vehicle parked 
on Merrill Street and stole paperwork and 
prescription eyeglasses from the glove box 
and console. Estimated loss: $1,000. Oct. 24.

 Someone stole two unlocked bikes 
parked next to a park bench at Willow Road 
and Coleman Avenue. Estimated loss: 
$1,000. Oct. 27.

 A thief stole a bike from the front porch of 
a home on University Drive. Estimated loss: 
$350. Oct. 24.

 A locked bike was stolen from an apart-
ment complex on Mills Street. Estimated 

loss: $300. Oct. 23.
 Someone stole a scooter left unlocked in 

front of an apartment on Alma Street. Esti-
mated loss: $40. Oct. 22.

 Police are investigating a case in which a 
former contract employee for Facebook may 
be selling company cellphones. Oct. 26.

 Three African American women allegedly 
stole baby formula from the Safeway super-
market at 525 El Camino Real and fled the 
scene in a brown hatchback. Oct. 27.

 A video surveillance camera showed a 
man leaving Menlo Park Ace Hardware with 
something square-shaped under his cloth-
ing. Oct. 23.

 A white man described as of average build 
and 6 feet 3 inches tall tried to leave the Safe-
way supermarket at 525 El Camino Real with 
merchandise he hadn’t paid for, including 
shampoo and baby formula. He abandoned 
the merchandise when confronted by a store 
employee and fled the scene in a green Volk-
swagen convertible. Oct. 21.

 Campaign signs are being stolen from 
front yards all around the city. Police do not 
yet have leads. Oct. 21.

 POLICE CALLS

Benny Green
Solo Jazz Piano Performance

Friday, November 11, 2016, 7:30 - 9:30 pm
Menlo Atherton Center for the Performing Arts

555 Middlefield Road, Atherton, CA

$40 General Admission  •  $35 PAJA Member (Limit 2 per member)  •  $15 Student
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Park-Like Property in Lloyden Park

Set amidst wide streets and stately mature trees, this 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home of 

2,070 sq. ft. (per county) occupies spacious grounds of 14,896 sq. ft. (per county) in 

prestigious Lloyden Park. Beamed ceilings and versatile spaces augment the charm 

of this updated home, which includes radiant floor heating. French doors open to 

an immense backyard with a rose garden, and the property also offers a two-

car garage, abundant parking, and fruit trees. Stroll to Caltrain, and reach 

Holbrook-Palmer Park and acclaimed private schools within moments.

91 Belleau Avenue, Atherton
Offered at $2,798,000

www.91Bel leau.com  

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

®
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Viewpoint
Election 2016 on the Peninsula: 

The Almanac’s recommendations An alternative to rent 
control measures
Editor:
 Last Monday, the Redwood 
City council rejected the option 
of a rent freeze, seeing it as a form 
of rent control. But increasingly, 
Peninsula residents are asking for 
just that, in at least some form. 
It’s not just the over-spenders 
with the $40,000 SUVs who are 
caught short. Rents have gone up 
50 percent in five years, while few 
tenants have seen even half that 
rise in income — at some point, 
the numbers just don’t work for 
our working neighbors.
 When an advocacy group puts 
forward a rent control initiative 
— like the nearly identical ones 
in San Mateo, Burlingame and 
Mountain View — the only option 
on the table is the extreme one. We 
can’t keep the good landlords if we 
treat all of them like criminals. In 

San Francisco, larger residential 
buildings were bought up by large 
companies that know how to 
“work” rent control units. I rented 
several times there — we don’t 
want that. The same is happen-
ing now in rent-controlled East 
Palo Alto. In fact, rent control has 
degraded the housing supply in 
every city I’ve seen it.
 High rents are a temporary 
problem — every economic cycle 
swings back. But emotions run 
high when people lose their 
homes. Emotions make good ral-
lies and get petition signatures, 
but don’t make good laws.
 With luck, the extreme initia-
tives will fail and we can adopt a 
rational solution. That will surely 
include some limits on rent raises 
and evictions — I know two City 
Council members who are work-
ing in that direction, and that’s 
good. We’ve seen what can hap-
pen if the rational thinkers don’t 
step in, and that’s not so good.

Henry Riggs
Callie Lane, Menlo Park

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

LETTERS
Our readers write

O
ver the last month, the Almanac has 
taken positions on several local races 
in the Nov. 8 election after interview-

ing candidates and, in the case of the county’s 
tax-extension measure, advocates on both sides 
of the issue. Here are our recommendations.

Menlo Park City Council
 With two open seats and three candidates, 
we endorse Ray Mueller and Cecilia Taylor. 
(See editorial, Oct. 11)

Menlo Park City School District
 With two open seats and five candidates on 
the ballot, we endorse David Ackerman and 
Caroline Lucas. (See editorial, Oct. 5)

Measure K
 We recommend voting no on San Mateo 
County’s sales tax-extension measure. Measure 

K would extend the county’s half-cent sales tax 
for 20 years, even though the current tax doesn’t 
expire for seven years and the county’s spending 
plan for using tax revenue to address the hous-
ing crisis is vague. (See editorial, Oct. 19)

State Assembly, District 24
 With two Democrats in a run-off contest 
for the seat being vacated by Rich Gordon, we 
endorse Vicki Veenker.

State Senate, District 13
 We endorse Democratic incumbent Jerry 
Hill in this race.

U.S. House of Representatives,  
18th District
 We endorse Democratic incumbent Anna Eshoo 
in this race.

Facebook: A neighbor and partner 
in addressing housing crisis

By Don Horsley

I
t seems that everyone in the world uses Facebook 
for as many reasons as there are people clicking 
“Like” on everything from babies to political 

screeds. The company has mastered the art of creat-
ing a digital community and offers more than a bil-
lion people the opportunity to have their voices heard 
and their ideas promoted.

While the idea of Facebook is everywhere, Face-
book itself, and its founder Mark Zuckerberg, are 
right here on the Peninsula, 
in the heart of Silicon Valley.

The immense wealth that 
Facebook has created for a 
broad spectrum of people 
has also advanced the high 
cost of living here. Of course 
it’s not the sole responsibility 
of Facebook; there are many 
other successful companies 
that have fueled the Silicon Valley boom, helping 
to create the housing affordability crisis we are 
experiencing. 

The natural and historic desirability of the San 
Francisco Bay Area, especially the Peninsula, has 
contributed to the situation as well. After all, who 
doesn’t want to live in this fantastic place?

Facebook is a company based in Menlo Park, right 
here in San Mateo County. Its business office com-
plexes continue to burst at the seams with employees. 
Anyone who knows anything about this area is well 
aware of the challenges facing people hoping to live 
here. There just is not an easy answer.

To its credit, the Facebook corporation is eager 
to participate in helping to solve the problem it has 
partly created. Addressing the critical issue of afford-
able housing is a savvy business move on the part of 
Facebook since it will continue to want to hire the 
best and brightest people, many of whom simply 
can’t afford to live here, even on a Facebook salary.

Facebook is working on some specific ideas to 
assist the city of Menlo Park in a collaborative effort. 

These range from public benefit payments, below-
market-rate fees, financing transportation studies, 
committing to environmental projects, and directly 
funding specific projects such as a Local Commu-
nity Fund and the maintenance of the Belle Haven 
community swimming pool.
 Facebook officials are proposing to be deeply 
involved in the various avenues necessary for a 
booming community to address the needs of the 
less-fortunate. From something basic such as fund-
ing a housing inventory study to the hands-on com-

mitment to plan and design 
1,500 new housing units, 
including 225 affordable 
units, Facebook officials are 
showing that they know they 
have to participate in helping 
all aspects of the community 
benefit from their successful 
business model. 
 They’re even willing to 

spend $1.5 million to work on solutions developed 
from the inventory study.
 Other proposals from Facebook include a Work-
force Housing Program that would develop 22 units 
at 777 Hamilton over five years. There’s various 
transportation promises, ranging from a Dumbar-
ton Corridor study to funding a regional transporta-
tion forum. 
 Facebook wants to be involved in developing a 
two-acre public open space park and a pedestrian/
bike bridge over Bayfront Expressway. The Facebook 
list will surely grow if the company is given the 
encouragement.
 To be sure, no one company or a finite amount of 
money can completely solve a problem that has been 
years in the making. It’s a community effort that is 
needed, with many different champions addressing 
a wide variety of real challenges.
 It’s an admirable effort that Facebook officials are 
putting forward, and it’s clear that they are eager to 
continue investing in the community in the future. 
Now that’s really something to “Like.”

GUEST OPINION

Supervisor  

Don Horsley 

represents District 

3 on the San Mateo 

County Board of 

Supervisors.

Continued on next page

Woodside History Committee

Looking back
Woodside Fire District Chief John Volpiano, left, and Mounted Patrol 
horseman Dale Ryman are shown in this late-1950s photo putting 
up a sign at the Woodside Training Stables. The photo is published 
in the Woodside history book by Thalia Lubin and Bob Dougherty 
of the Woodside History Committee. The building in the photo 
has been restored as a private stable, according to the book. Mr. 
Volpiano was part of Woodside’s firefighting team for 45 years, and 
Mr. Ryman served at various times as president of the San Mateo 
County Horsemen’s Association, captain of the Mounted Patrol, and 
president of the Woodside Trail Club, the authors write.
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V I E W P O I N T

Open House
November 5th
Upper Campus

Upper Campus  Grades 7–12

Saturday, November 5th, 2016

10:00 am – 12:15 pm

Pinewood School

26800 Fremont Road 

Los Altos Hills, CA 94022
        

 Register online at: 

www.pinewood.edu

www.pinewood.edu

Pinewood is an independent, coeducational, non-profit,  

K–12 college-prep school. Students benefit from small  

class size, challenging academic curricula, and a wide  

choice of enrichment activities. We offer an environment 

where each student is a respected and vital member of our 

educational community.  

We invite you to explore the opportunity for your student  

to become a part of the Pinewood tradition of academic  

excellence.  For more information, please visit our website.  

Mueller is ‘committed  
to transparency’
Editor:
 I am writing in support of Ray 
Mueller’s re-election to Menlo 
Park City Council.
 I am retired now, but I was a 
Menlo Park staff member and 
worked with Ray when he was 
on the Transportation Com-
mission, and after he was elect-
ed to City Council. I witnessed 
firsthand that he was absolutely 
committed to transparency in 
government.
 Ray is dedicated to the best 
interests of Menlo Park. He is 
truly a public servant and gave 
all the time necessary to serve 
Menlo Park. In my experi-
ence, his integrity served the 
citizens well. Ray’s leadership 
was apparent from his time on 
the Transportation Commis-
sion and continued when he 
was elected to the council. Ray 
always listened to every side of 
an issue and made his decisions 
based on all available informa-
tion. He has never been afraid to 
think outside of the box for solu-
tions and ideas. He was focused 
on improving the quality of life 
of all Menlo Park residents and 
strove to make citizens’ voices 
heard on every issue.
 I am confident that Ray Mueller 
will continue to make Menlo Park 
a better community for the resi-
dents and small business owners.

Margaret Roberts 
Former Menlo Park city clerk 

Concord
A vote for Cecilia Taylor
Editor:
 I’m writing in support of the 
Almanac’s endorsement of new-
comer Cecilia Taylor for one of 
the two open positions on the 
Menlo Park City Council. It’s 
amazing to me that of the five 
current council members, only 
one lives east of El Camino Real 
and none lives east of the 101. 
Nearly 20 percent of our city’s 
residents live east of 101. 
 To be present in the neigh-
borhood, and to see and hear 
firsthand what is affecting resi-
dents is an immeasurable value 
for those of us fortunate to have 
neighborhood representation on 
the council. I’m lucky that my 
neighborhood, the Willows, has 
had representation since I bought 
my house here in 2002. I have 
used informal talks with current 
and former council members to 
keep up to date on local issues and 
share my opinion.
 Cecilia Taylor is informed, 
intelligent and asks good ques-
tions. She’s educated and articu-
late, and she has an intimate 
understanding of the current 
issues facing the whole city. 
Most importantly, she repre-
sents a perspective that isn’t 

available to the current council. 
 Let’s be bold and elect an 
energetic black woman who’s 
a third-generation resident of 
Menlo Park. She has firsthand 
experience of daily life in Belle 
Haven and the credibility with 
her neighbors to continue to lead 
honest discussions.
 We are a diverse city in a diverse 
region. In any other year I might 
buy the “experience matters” 
argument in the council race. But 
in this climate of change as we 
plan for the growth and modern-
ization of our city that will affect 
us for the next 50 years or more, 
I agree with the Almanac that we 
need Cecilia Taylor on the Menlo 
Park City Council.

Julie Shanson  
Oak Court, Menlo Park

Two votes for Marc Berman
Editor:
 We are writing to endorse Marc 
Berman for state Assembly. 
 We have gotten to know Marc 
as council members from neigh-
boring cities and as competitors 
in the primary campaign, and we 
have great respect for his accom-
plishments at the local level 
and his comprehensive policy 
proposals on the difficult issues 
facing our state. 
 Marc is the only candidate 
in this race with a breadth of 
experience in the public, private, 
and nonprofit sectors, and we 
know Marc will work across the 
aisle to benefit our communities. 
Marc has been a leader on the 
Palo Alto City Council on issues 
such as infrastructure improve-
ments, housing affordability, 
public safety, and financial trans-
parency, and he will take that 
leadership to Sacramento. 
 Marc has immersed himself in 
the issues facing our communi-
ties, and his experience in local 
government prepares him well to 
be an effective advocate for us in 
the Legislature. He has a proven 
track record of bringing people 
together to address difficult chal-
lenges — a skill set that is sorely 
lacking in the state Capitol.
 We strongly encourage you to 
vote for Marc Berman for state 
Assembly. 

Mike Kasperzak 
Member, Mountain View City 

Council
Peter Ohtaki 

Member, Menlo Park City 
Council

A vote for Vicki Venkeer
Editor:
 I support Vicki Venkeer for 
state Assembly. She is the only 
candidate for that race supported 
by the Sierra Club and clearly 
has a keen social conscience. 
She served as president and 
member of the Silicon Valley 
Law Foundation, which helps 
the disadvantaged in areas such 
as housing, mental health and 

advocacy for children and youth. 
 Those who share her concern 
for the wellbeing of our com-
munities admire her, and she is 
endorsed by Anna Eshoo, Joe 
Simitian and Zoe Lofgren, people 
I deeply respect. Although I am 
myself a small landlord, I really 
like it that she is not getting mas-
sive donations from developers 
and apartment owner associa-
tions. Join me in voting for Vicki 
for state Assembly.

Gail Sredanovic 
Ashton Avenue, Menlo Park

Trump is not a ‘real man’
Editor:
 I wish to say something that 
Hillary Clinton cannot say 
because she is a woman. As a 
man, I can say this: Donald 
Trump is not a real man. Real 
men are strong and gentle. They 
do not commit, or brag about 
committing, sexual assault on 
women (or anyone else for that 
matter). Real men don’t use their 
power or fame to impose them-
selves on women. 
 Nor are real men bullies. They 
don’t pick out those who are 
weak or different for ridicule, 
attack and vilification, whether 
these targets are the disabled or 
members of racial, religious or 
national minorities. Real men are 
willing to stand up for the weaker 
or more vulnerable among us; 
they see this as an obligation. 
 Real men do feel fear, but the 
best among us manage to do the 
right, or necessary, thing, not-
withstanding this. In contrast, 
most bullies are in fact cowards 
who will run from a fair fight.
 The traits of strength, compas-
sion and simple decency are not 
exclusively the province of men, 
of course. They are the qualities 
we hope to find in all men and 
women, but men have a special 
obligation in this area. Like it or 
not, men are still dominant in our 
society. Most assaults, sexual or 
otherwise, are committed by men. 
Men have a special obligation 
not only to exercise their power 
responsibly, but to model decency 
and kindness for boys. 
 It is distressing enough to see 
anyone in the public eye set the 
type of example that Trump has, 
but it is beyond horrifying to see 
it in the presidential nominee of 
a major party — a party, I should 
add, that I was a member of for 
most of my adult life, but no longer.

Jon Silver 
Portola Road, Portola Valley

New development
Editor:
 Am I the only Menlo Park 
resident who is glad to see your 
reporting on the two new devel-
opments on El Camino Real? The 
process has been deliberative yet 
appears to produce two projects 
we can be pleased about.

Bill Russ 
Cotton Street, Menlo Park

Continued from previous page 
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Call for appointment or information anytime.

HELEN & BRAD MILLER
(650) 400-3426 (650) 400-1317

helenhuntermiller@gmail.com
bradm@apr.com

www.HelenAndBradHomes.com
CalBRE #01142061, #00917768

970 Mountain Home Road, Woodside
Offered at $12,900,000

3343 Alpine Road, Portola Valley
Offered at $2,695,000

280 Family Farm Road, Woodside
Offered at $8,599,900

340 Jane Drive, Woodside 
Offered at $6,495,000

OPEN SUNDAYOPEN SUNDAY

OPEN SUNDAY
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DELEON PLATINUM,
LEADERS IN LUXURY.
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Atherton $5,780,000
282 Camino Al Lago  Nearly 1.5 level acres 
in West Atherton. 1 level, formal entrance/
DR/FR. New fence/patio. 4 BR/2 BA + 1 
half BA
Judy Shen
CalBRE #01272874 650.325.6161

Palo Alto $4,688,000
2516 Webster Street  Brand new home, 
quiet cul-de-sac, great location, large lot! 
Park-like yard. 5 BR/5 BA 

Jennifer Liu
CalBRE #01933885 650.325.6161

PORTOLA VALLEY $4,150,000
225 Old Spanish Trl  Tuscan villa with 
guesthouse beyond a canopy of oaks and 
surrounded by outdoor spaces. 3 BR/2 BA 
+ 1 half BA
Ginny Kavanaugh
CalBRE #00884747 650.851.1961

Los Altos $2,739,000
200 Valencia Dr  Located on more than 
one-quarter ac in North Los Altos. One-
level floor plan w/hdwd flrs. 5 BR/3 BA 

Janis Friedenberg Grube
CalBRE #01365341 650.851.2666

Menlo Park $2,650,000
1009 Santa Cruz Ave  Located in desirable 
downtown Menlo Park. 1,810 sq. ft. offers 
luxury & convenience. 3 BR/2 BA + 
1 half BA
John Spiller/Janet Dore
CalBRE #01155772/00621176 650.324.4456

Palo Alto $2,600,000
783 Kendall Ave  Updated Palo Alto 
4BR/3BA home w/fam rm kitchen, lush 
garden & more! 
 
Elaine White
CalBRE #01182467 650.324.4456

Saratoga $2,150,000
20269 Argonaut Dr  Charming updated one 
level ranch on 13,000+ sf lot in the sought 
after Golden Triangle. 3 BR/2 BA + 
1 half BA
Judy Byrnes
CalBRE #01178998 650.851.2666

Portola Valley $1,998,000
100 Coquito Way  Amazing views greet you 
as you enter this sophisticated and private 
Ladera contemporary. 3 BR/3 BA 

Karen Fryling/Rebecca Johnson
CalBRE #01326725 650.324.4456

Palo Alto $1,998,000
101 Alma St 1203  Spectacular mountain 
and city views. Updated 12th floor 3bd/3ba 
condo w/ hardwood floors. 3 BR/3 BA 

Dan Ziony
CalBRE #01380339 650.325.6161

Menlo Park $1,688,000 
638 18th Ave  Almost new. 3 BD/2 
BA separate unit (office). AC. Close to 
shopping. 3 BR/2 BA 

Enayat Boroumand
CalBRE #01235734 650.324.4456

Redwood City $1,398,000 
307 Hartstene Dr  5 year new townhome w/ 
gorgeous views. High ceilings, ample light & 
stunning water views. 2 BR/2 BA + 
1 half BA
Lyn Jason Cobb
CalBRE #01332535 650.324.4456

Portola Valley $1,395,000
520 Wayside Rd  Charming Ranch style 
Home w/ Beautiful Mountain Views. 
Approx. 1/3 Acre usable property. 
3 BR/1 BA 
Paul Skrabo
CalBRE #00665727 650.324.4456

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC.  BRE License #01908304.

 californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

©2016 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company and Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. 

This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. Broker has not and will not verify this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. Real Estate Licensees affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent 

Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of NRT LLC., Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC or Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. CalBRE License #01908304.

Alpine / Uplands (Los Trancos) $3,595,000
183 Vista Verde Way  Expansive and 
modern home with commanding views of 
Foothills Park, the valley and Bay.  4 BR/3 
BA + 1 half BA
Ginny Kavanaugh
CalBRE #00884747 650.851.1961

Portola Valley $2,599,000
120 Coquito Way  Spacious and updated 
home with breathtaking views and an 
abundance of natural light. 4 BR/4 BA + 
1 half BA
Karen Fryling/Rebecca Johnson
CalBRE #01326725 650.324.4456

Menlo Park $1,725,000
 PENDING

2361 Sharon Oaks Dr  Rare single story 
townhouse close to Stanford & amenities. 
2 bedroom/2 bath plus office. 
Kimm Terpening
CalBRE #01522106 650.324.4456

San Mateo $950,000 
1 Baldwin Ave #817 Turn your Retirement 
into a Renaissance! Luxury retirement 
community w/ 24 hour service. 2 BR/2 BA 

Colleen Cooley
CalBRE #0269455 650.325.6161
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Top 1% Nationwide
Over $1 Billion Sold
Top US Realtor, The Wall Street Journal
#1 Agent, Coldwell Banker–Woodside

650.740.2970
edemma@cbnorcal.com

erikademma.com CalBRE# 01230766

Stunning Woodside Estate

By appointment only

• Country estate built in 2012 to LEED Silver standards

• 5 bedrooms, offi ce, 5 full baths, and 2 half-baths

• Guest house with 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, and 2 kitchens

• Studio guest house with 1 bath

• Two-stall horse shelter and paddock

• Pool, spa, and custom playhouse

• Approximately 3.6 acres

• Award-winning Woodside School (K-8)

Price upon request        www.Woodside-Estate.com

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Buyer to confirm school enrollment and 
square footages. 

Exclusive Listing
N O T  O N  M L S
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
A PLACE FOR MOM.  
The nation’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 1-800-550-4822. 

EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release – the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california

PREGNANT?CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION?  
Call us first. Living expenses, housing, 
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your  
choice. Call 24/7. 1-877-879-4709 

PREGNANT?CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION?  
Call us first. Living expenses, housing, 
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your 
choice. Call 24/7. 877-362-2401

Protect your home  
with fully customizable security and 
24/7 monitoring right from your 
smartphone. Receive up to $1500 in 
equipment, free (restrictions  apply). Call 
1-800-918-4119

Coin Show, Nov. 6, 2016  
Peninsula Coin Club Coin Show, Sunday 
Nov. 6, 2016, Napredak Hall, 770 
Montague Expy, San Jose, CA. Free park-
ing and admission. Open 10AM to 4PM. 

Harvest Festival 6 PM- 8:30 PM - FREE

HUGE USED BOOK/CD/DVD SALE

133 Music Lessons
Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.  
Most instruments, voice.  
All ages and levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

Paul Price Music Lessons  
In your home. Piano, violin, viola, theory, 
history. Customized. BA music, choral 
accompanist, arranger, early pop and 
jazz. 800/647-0305

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE BOOKS/HELP PA LIBRARY

WISH LIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
ASSIST IN FRIENDS BOOKSTORE

ASST SECTION MGRS FOR FOPAL 

DRIVERS PAID & VOLUNTEER WANTED

FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

Stanford Museum Volunteer

155 Pets
DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
CASH FOR CARS  
Any Car/Truck 2000-2015, Running or 
Not! Top Dollar For Used/Damaged. Free 
Nationwide Towing! Call Now:  
1-888-420-3808

DONATE YOUR CAR   
888-433-6199 
FAST FREE TOWING -24hr Response 
- Maximum Tax Deduction - UNITED 
BREAST CANCER FDN: Providing Breast 
Cancer Information & Support Programs 

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of. 
Call  
800-731-5042

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-743-1482

WANTED! Old Porsche  
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $ 
paid 707 965-9546

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

Double Family Garage Sale!!  
Sat Nov 5 & Sun Nov 6, 2016. 
10 am to 4pm both days

1169 and 1157 Golden Way

Los Altos, near Berry Ave.

Los Altos, 1169 Golden Way, Nov. 5 & 6, 
10am-4pm

Palo Alto, 2580 Waverly Street, Nov. 5 
10:30 - 1:00

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Garage Sale Estate items

230 Freebies
2 Couches - FREE

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY - FREE

235 Wanted to Buy
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS.  
Up to $40/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. 
Payment Made SAME DAY. Highest 
Prices Paid!! Call Kerri Today!  
800-413-3479  
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

245 Miscellaneous
HOME BREAK-INS  
take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! 
Protect your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 
855-404-7601

Life Alert. 24/7  
One press of a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t 
reach a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 
800-714-1609.

Safe Step Walk-In Tub!  
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. Call  
800-799-4811 for $750 Off. 

Economy Pie & Baked Goods  
Home-baker in Palo Alto, permitted and 
professionally trained. All cakes can be 
made gluten-free. EconomyPies.com.

Kid’s
Stuff

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
K-12 Math Tutor (Taught 10yrs) - TBD

Mind
& Body

425 Health Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE   
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. Order 
now! 844-703-9774. 

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?  
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-relieving 
brace -little or NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hotline Now!  
1- 800-796-5091

MAKE THE CALL. GET CLEAN TODAY  
Free 24/7 Helpline for alcohol & drug 
addiction treatment. Get help! It is time 
to take your life back! Call Now:  
855-732-4139 

OVERWEIGHT?   
 We have helped thousands of 
people since 1980! 100% money-back 
Guarantee on our USA made prod-
ucts! “Trial Pack” available & product 
Discounts! Linda (800)319-5558.

Stop OVERPAYING  
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and International 
pharmacy, compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-800-273-0209 Promo Code 
CDC201625.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!  
Cut your drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 
Pills for $99.00. FREE Shipping! 100% 
Guaranteed and Discreet. CALL  
1-800-624-9105 

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
PAID IN ADVANCE!  
Make $1000 A Week Mailing Brochures 
From Home! No Experience Required. 
Helping home workers since 
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start 
Immediately! www.IncomeStation.net 

Access Flexible Work. Earn Extra 
Income.  
Crowdservice, a new mobile app start 
up is looking for Super Users to join our 
community. Work on your terms. Be our 
early advocates, get extra comp. Start 
November. Email resume to  
info@crowdserviceinc.com

Computer Systems Associate  
Embarcadero Media is looking for 
an Information Technology profes-
sional to join our IT team to support 
and manage our Windows and Mac 
infrastructure. 
 
We are looking for a person who can 
work as part of a support team, trou-
bleshooting hardware and software, 
while providing Windows server 
administration and network manage-
ment. You would provide computer 
support for both of our Bay Area 
locations (Palo Alto and Pleasanton) 
based in our main Palo Alto office. 
 
This is an entry-level position, but an 
ideal candidate would have helpdesk 
and troubleshooting experience. 
We want that special someone who 
is technically savvy with excellent 
people skills. Windows server admin-
istration would be a huge plus. 
 
Your own transportation is a neces-
sity. Mileage is reimbursed. This is a 
full-time, benefited position. 
 
Please email your resume and 
cover letter to Frank Bravo, Director 
of Information Technology, with 
“Computer Systems Associate” in the 
subject line. 
 
Embarcadero Media is an indepen-
dent, award-winning news orga-
nization, with more than 35-years 
publishing. 
 
http://www.EmbarcaderoMediaGroup.
com/employment/computer-systems-
associate

Principal QA Engineer  
Informatica, LLC has the follow-
ing employment opportunity in 
Redwood City, CA: Principal QA 
Engineer (DL-1) - Technically leading 
a team of engineers to ensure good 
quality releases. Send your resume 
(must reference job title and job code 
DL-1) to Global Mobility, Informatica 
LLC, 2100 Seaport Blvd., Redwood 
City, CA 94063.

Seasonal Sales Consultant

Technical  
Informatica LLC is accepting 
resumes for the following position 
in Redwood City, CA: Sr. Business 
Intelligence Developer (PV-CA) 
-Analyze information and reporting 
business requirements. Please mail 
resumes (reference job title and 
job code PV-CA) to Informatica LLC, 
ATTN: 
Global Mobility, 2100 Seaport Blvd., 
Redwood City, CA 94063.

Business
Services

619 Consultants
DID YOU KNOW  
144 million U.S. Adults read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com

624 Financial
Do you owe over $10,000  
to the IRS or State in back taxes? Our 
firm works to reduce the tax bill or zero 
it out completely FAST. Call now  
855-993-5796 

Sell!   
your structured settlement or annuity 
payments for CASH NOW. You don’t 
have to wait for your future payments 
any longer! Call 1-800-673-5926 

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY  
BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon & Associates at 
1-800-966-1904 to start your applica-
tion today!

636 Insurance
Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies! Call 
Now! 888-989-4807.

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s hostile business climate? Gain 
the edge with California Newspaper 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com

Lung Cancer? And 60 Years Old?  
If So, You And Your Family May Be 
Entitled To A Significant Cash Award. 
Call 800-990-3940 To Learn More. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket 

Xarelto users  
have you had complications due to 
internal bleeding (after January 2012)? If 
so, you MAY be due financial compensa-
tion. If you don’t have an attorney, CALL 
Injuryfone today! 1-800-425-4701.

Home
Services

707 Cable/Satellite
DIRECTV. NFL Sunday Ticket  
(FREE!) w/Choice All-Included Package. 
$60/mo. for 24 months. No upfront costs 
or equipment to buy. Ask about next 
day installation! 1- 800-385-9017 

Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!

INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-199

  FOR SALE 
200-299

  KIDS STUFF 
330-399

  MIND & BODY 
400-499
JOBS 
500-599 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
800-899
PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 
995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

IT’S EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD VIA  
THE INTERNET. JUST GO TO —
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

500 Help Wanted

To place a Classified ad in The Almanac  
call 326-8216 or online at fogster.com

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES: 
FOR THE ALMANAC
Classified Word Ads  

Friday by Noon
Classified Display Ads  
Thursday by 5 p.m. for  

Space Reservation.  
Friday by Noon for Copy.

fogster. 
com

Think Globally,
Post Locally.

THE PENINSULA’S  
FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE

Combining the reach of the Web 
with print ads reaching over 

150,000 readers!
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DISH Network -NEW FLEX PACK  
Select the Channels You Want. FREE 
Installation. FREE Streaming. $39.99/24 
months. ADD Internet for $14.95 a 
month.  
CALL 1-800-357-0810 

715 Cleaning 
Services
Isabel and Elbi’s Housecleaning  
Apartments and homes. Excellent refer-
ences. Great rates. 
650/670-7287 or 650/771-8281

Silvia’s Cleaning  
We don’t cut corners, we clean them! 
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service 
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est. 
415/860-6988 

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

J. Garcia Garden Maintenance 
Service  
Free est. 25 years exp.  
650/366-4301 or 650/346-6781

LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean Ups 
*Irrigation timer programming.  
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242 
landaramon@yahoo.com

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

757 Handyman/
Repairs

Repairs • Remodeling • Painting  
Carpentry • Plumbing • Electrical

Lic. #468963

Alex Peralta Handyman  
Kit. and bath remodel, int/ext. paint, 
tile, plumb, fence/deck repairs, foam 
roofs/repairs. Power wash. Alex, 
650/465-1821

Handyman Services  
Lic. 249558. Plumb, electrical, masonry, 
carpentry, landscape. 40+ years exp. 
Pete Rumore, 
650/823-0736; 650/851-3078. 

759 Hauling
 J & G HAULING SERVICE  
Misc. junk, office, gar., furn., green 
waste, more. Local, 20 yrs exp. Lic./
ins. Free est. 650/743-8852 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650/322-8325, phone calls 
ONLY. 

STYLE PAINTING  
Full service interior/ext. Insured. Lic. 
903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete

Mtn. View Asphalt Sealing  
Driveway, parking lot seal coating. 
Asphalt repair, striping, 30+ years. 
Family owned. Free est. Lic. 507814. 
650/967-1129

Roe General Engineering  
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
artificial turf. 36 yrs exp. No job too 
small. Lic #663703. 650/814-5572

781 Pest Control

Attic Clean-Up & Rodent Removal   
Are you in the Bay Area? Do you 
have squeaky little terrors living in 
your attic or crawlspace? What you 
are looking for is right here! Call 
Attic Star now to learn about our 
rodent removal services and cleaning 
options. You can also get us to take 
out your old, defunct insulation and 
install newer, better products.  
 
Call (866) 391-3308 now and get your 
work done in no time!

795 Tree Care
Arborist View Tree Care  
Prune, trim, stump grinding, root crown 
excavation, removals, ornamental prune, 
tree diagnostic. Jose, 650/380-2297

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $3900

805 Homes for Rent
Take Over Payments.  
Bad Credit OK. 2 Bed 2 Bath $900 
Monthly. 3 Bed 2 Bath $1500 Monthly. 
Call for listings and information.  
805-770-5040. 

Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $3900

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS ROOMMATES.COM.  
Lonely? Bored? Broke? Find the perfect 
roommate to complement your person-
ality and lifestyle at Roommates.com!

830 Commercial/
Income Property
Professional Office Space

845 Out of Area
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$  
for business purpose Real Estate loans. 
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com Call  
818 248-0000  
Broker-principal BRE 01041073. 

855 Real Estate 
Services
BORROW $150K to $1million  
Easy Qualify CONSTRUCTION 
& Owner builder loans www.
EasyConstructionLoan.com Since 1980, 
CA Bro Lic #00426805 NMLS 
 ID #303135

DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s highly competitive  
market? Gain an edge with California 
Newspaper Publishers Association new 
innovative website capublicnotice.com 
and check out the Smart Search  
Feature. For more information call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com

fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

LEHUA GREENMAN

650.245.1845

“Your VOTE 
makes 

ALL THE 
DIFFERENCE 

in the 
WORLD.”

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
BT Properties 
BT Properties-Management & 
Investment Services 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 270893  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
1.) BT Properties, 2.) BT Properties-
Management & Investment Services, 
located at 800 W. El Camino Real, Ste. 
180, Mountain View, CA 94040, Santa 
Clara County.  
Registered owner(s): 
BAY AREA PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
800 W. El Camino Real, Ste. 180 
Mountain View, CA 94040 
A California Corporation 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on September 22, 2016.  
(ALM Oct. 19, 26, Nov. 2, 9, 2016)

SYCAMORE DESIGN 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 271107  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Sycamore Design, located at 1570 Union 
Ave., Redwood City, CA 94061, San 
Mateo County; Mailing address: PO Box 
620928, Woodside, CA 94062. 
Registered owner(s): 
NANCY M. SHANAHAN 
1570 Union Ave. 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on October 12, 2016.  
(ALM Oct. 19, 26, Nov. 2, 9, 2016)

DE PRIMARY CLEAN SOLUTION 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 271064  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
De Primary Clean Solution, located at 
8 Newell Ct. # T-7, East Palo Alto, CA 
94303, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
SEVERO LEYVA ALVARADO 
8 Newell Ct. # T-7 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: Married 
Couple.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on October 7, 2016. 
(ALM Oct. 26, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 2016)

FIRST CLEANING SERVICE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 271172  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
First Cleaning Service, located at 5 
Newell Ct. Apt. 5208, E. Palo Alto, CA 
94303, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
J. TRINIDAD CRUZ HERNANDEZ 
5 Newell Ct. Apt. 5208 
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on October 18, 2016. 
(ALM Oct. 26, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 2016)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF 
STEFAN ANDREW 
CASE NO. 16PRO00375 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, con-
tingent creditors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of: Stefan Andrew 
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been 
filed by San Mateo County Public 
Administrator in the Superior Court of 
California, County of San Mateo. 

THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests 
that San Mateo County Public 
Administrator be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate 
of the decedent. 
A HEARING on the petition will be held 
on November 4, 2016 at 9:00 a.m in 
Dept. 28 located at 400 County Center, 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the hear-
ing and state your objections or file 
written objections with the court before 
the hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. 
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent 
creditor of the deceased, you must file 
your claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within four 
months from the date of first issuance of 
letters as provided in Probate Code sec-
tion 9100. The time for filing claims will 
not expire before four months from the 
hearing date noticed above. 
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court 
a formal Request for Special Notice 
(DE-154) of the filing of an inventory 
and appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is available from 
the court clerk. 
Attorney for Petitioner:  
Peter H. Cruz, Deputy, 400 County 
Center, Sixth Floor, Redwood City, CA 
94063, Telephone: 650-363-4618 
10/19, 10/26, 11/2/16 
CNS-2932756# 
THE ALMANAC

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SANTA CLARA  
Case No.: 16CIV01770 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner: NOHEMY GODINEZ, JOSE 
MARTINEZ filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing names as 
follows:  
JOSE ROMEO MARTINEZ to ROMEO 
JOSE MARTINEZ.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear at the 

hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: November 18, 
2016, 9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ, Room: 2D, of 
the Superior Court of California, County 
of San Mateo, located at 400 County 
Center, Redwood City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: 
 THE ALMANAC 
Date: October 4, 2016  
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Oct. 19, 26, Nov. 2, 9, 2016)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 16CIV01713 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner: SUE ANN BASSETT filed a 
petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows: 
SUE ANN BASSETT to SUANNE BASSETT.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: November 30, 
2016, 9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ, Room: 2D, of 
the Superior Court of California, County 
of San Mateo, located at 400 County 
Center, Redwood City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: 
 THE ALMANAC 
Date: October 11, 2016  
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Oct. 26, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 2016)

Public Notices

FILING YOUR FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT? We Offer Professional Help. ALMANAC 
• 223-6578.

FILING YOUR FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT? We Offer Professional 
Help. ALMANAC • 223-6578.

YOU DON’T 
NEED IT, SELL IT IN THE 
ALMANAC 
MARKETPLACE

IF

To place a Classified ad in The Almanac 
call 326-8216 or at fogster.com

We handle all your
 LEGAL  publishing needs

•  Notices of Petition 
to Administer Estate

•  Public Hearing 
Notices

• Trustee’s Sale

• Resolutions

• Bid Notices

• Lien Sale

223-6578

PROTECT YOUR  
LEGAL RIGHTS

If it has been 5 years since you 
filed your Fictitious Business Name 

Statement (your D.B.A.), you must file 
again to protect your legal rights.  
Check your records now to see if  

your D.B.A. expires this year.  
Then call the Almanac  

for assistance in refiling.  
It’s inexpensive and easy.
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com

399 Atherton Ave  $5,995,000
Charming & updated home w/ 5,000+ sf 
living space. A piece of Atherton history in a 
serene setting. 5/4.5, study, FR, + 1 bd/1ba 
remodeled guest house
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Sue Crawford
650.207.8444
scrawford@cbnorcal.com
suecrawford.com
CalBRE #00587710

20 Cordova Ct  $4,350,000
Spacious 5 bedroom, 3 bath home with 
breathtaking views and amazing pool and 
deck area on 1+ acre quiet cul-de-sac. 
20CORDOVA.COM

CENTRAL PORTOLA VALLEY 

Ginny Kavanaugh
650.400.8076
gkavanaugh@cbnorcal.com
KavanaughGroup.com
CalBRE #00884747

225 Old Spanish Trl  $4,150,000
Discover this 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home 
and separate guesthouse beyond a canopy 
of majestic oaks and surrounded by tranquil 
terraces and stone paths.

PORTOLA VALLEYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY  

Ginny Kavanaugh
650.400.8076
gkavanaugh@cbnorcal.com
KavanaughGroup.com
CalBRE #00884747

183 Vista Verde Way  $3,595,000
Expansive and modern 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath 
home that showcases commanding views 
of Foothills Park, the valley and the Bay. 
183VistaVerdeWay.com

ALALALAALAAAA PIPINENE / UPLANDSS ((LOLOSS TRT ANCOS) 

Ginny Kavanaugh
650.400.8076
gkavanaugh@cbnorcal.com
KavanaughGroup.com
CalBRE #00884747
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THIS IS HOME
This is where the changing of seasons is welcomed, 

the crisp smell of fall fills the air and imagination is 

always encouraged.

Coldwell Banker. Where home begins.

#ThisIsHome


