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Hope persists
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APR.COM
Over 30 Offices Serving The San Francisco Bay Area 866.468.0111

Alain Pinel Realtors® 

FIND YOUR PLACE

/ /

ATHERTON   $12,800,000

295 Atherton Avenue  |  7bd/6.5ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.462.1111

PALO ALTO   $3,200,000

1424 Harker Avenue  |  4bd/3ba
C. Carnevale/N. Aron  |  650.462.1111

MENLO PARK   $2,598,000

1035 Middle Avenue  |  3bd/2ba
Judy Citron  |  650.462.11111

REDWOOD CITY   $2,349,000

235 Beresford Avenue |  4bd/3ba
Joe Bentley  |  650.462.1111

MENLO PARK   $2,195,000

10 Versailles Street  |  3bd/2.5ba
Raymond Walton  |  650.462.1111

PALO ALTO   $1,495,000

277 Bryant Street  |  2bd/2.5ba
Zach Trailer  |  650.462.1111

BELMONT   $1,398,000

1136 Villa Avenue  |  3bd/2ba
Gary Bulanti  |  650.462.1111

MENLO PARK   $1,349,000

672 Partridge Avenue  |  2bd/1ba
Judy Citron  |  650.462.1111

MOUNTAIN VIEW   $800,000

99 E Middlefield Rd #34  |  2bd/2ba
Barbara Slaton  |  650.462.1111

MOUNTAIN VIEW   $735,000

255 S Rengstorff Avenue #43  |  2bd/1ba
Julie Tsai Law  |  650.462.1111

ATHERTON   $4,985,000

84 Edge Road  |  4bd/3ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.462.1111

ATHERTON   $4,698,000

4 Bassett Lane | 5bd/3.5ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.462.1111
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Ranked Top 1% Internationally – Coldwell Banker

Ranked #131 Nationally  by The Wall Street Journal, 2016

Over $1.9 Billion in Sales

r

6

650.619.6461
hcornish@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE# 00912143

Providing A
Network of

Reputable
Home-Improvement

Professionals

www.HughCornish.com

• Desirable two-level Sharon 
Hills end-unit townhome 

• Large corner lot

• 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths with 
separate office/bonus room

• Spacious living room with 
fireplace and separate dining 
room overlooking private deck 

• Remodeled chef’s kitchen with 
custom cabinets, stainless steel 
appliances, and hardwood floors 

• Large upstairs master suite 
with vaulted ceilings and a 
private balcony 

• Living space of approx. 2,865 
sq. ft.

• Recently replaced expansive 
wraparound wood deck 

• New 2-zone forced heating and 
cooling systems

• Attached, oversized 2-car 
garage (approx. 660 sq. ft.) 
with abundant storage 

• Conveniently located across 
the street from a community 
pool, spa, and tennis court 

• Award-winning Las Lomitas 
School District

OFFERED AT $2,365,000  WWW.1290TRINITY.COM

1290 trinity drive, menlo park
light & bright end-unit townhome

Open Sunday
March 5, 1:30 - 4:30 PM
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council will hold a public 

Description
-

-

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN

March 15, 2017 at 7:00 P.M.

IF YOU CHALLENGE

-

Date Posted

TOWN OF ATHERTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

/s/ Stephanie Davis 
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AVENIDAS
OPEN HOUSE

“Deal yourself a winning hand at Avenidas!”

(650) 289-5400www.avenidas.org

Class demos
Meet instructors
Early Registration
Free treats
Raffle Prizes

MARCH 4th

10AM - 1PM
AVENIDAS

450 Bryant St
Downtown Palo Alto

Saturday

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Embarcadero Media is looking for an Information Technology 
professional to join our IT team to support and manage our 
Windows and Mac infrastructure.

We are looking for a person who can work as part of a support 
team, troubleshooting hardware and software, while providing 
Windows server administration and network management. You 
would provide computer support for both of our Bay Area locations 
(Palo Alto and Pleasanton) based in our main Palo Alto office.

This is an entry-level position, but an ideal candidate would have 
helpdesk and troubleshooting experience. We want that special 
someone who is technically savvy with excellent people skills. 
Windows server administration would be a huge plus.

Your own transportation is a necessity. Mileage is reimbursed.  
This is a full-time, benefited position.

Please email your resume and cover letter to Frank Bravo, Director 
of Information Technology, with “Computer Systems Associate”  
in the subject line.

Embarcadero Media is an independent, award-winning news 
organization, with more than 35-years publishing.

View online at  
http://embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

Computer Systems Associate

450 CAMBRIDGE AVENUE  |   PALO ALTO

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF ATHERTON

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the Town of Atherton 
will introduce an ordinance for proposed decreases in residential 
garbage cart rates at their regular meeting held on Wednesday, 
March 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

. 

All property owners/tenants and other interested parties are invited 
to attend the public hearing and be heard on the proposed rate 
increase.

will be heard at the meeting, please contact City Clerk Theresa 
DellaSanta at tdellasanta@ci.atherton.ca.us or 650-752-0529.

Those wishing to comment on the proposed ordinance may either 
attend the Public Hearing or submit written comments to the City 
Clerk, to be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday March 10, 
2017. (Written comments are to be submitted to the City Clerk, 

by email at tdellasanta@ci.atherton.ca.us

/s/ Theresa DellaSanta
City Clerk
Feb 22, 2017

www.restorationstudio.com

VERY 
REAL
LOCAL 
NEWS

Print or online 
subscription starts  
at only $5 /month

Visit:
AlmanacNews.com/ 

user/subscribe/



March 1, 2017 AlmanacNews.com The Almanac 5

By Gennady Sheyner
Palo Alto Weekly

A
s the economic engine of 
Silicon Valley continues to 
churn out jobs, mint mil-

lionaires and attract new employ-
ees, the region is increasingly 
buckling under the strain of the 
recent success, with longer traffic 
commutes, a soaring cost of liv-
ing and a steep housing shortage 
frustrating business leaders and 
residents alike.

That’s the overarching message 
of the 2017 Silicon Valley Index, a 
comprehensive look at the region 
(defined as San Mateo County, 
Santa Clara County, Scotts Val-
ley, Fremont, Newark and Union 
City) that the 
nonprofit Joint 
Venture Silicon 
Valley released 
Feb. 16.

The report 
shows that the 
area’s economy, 
despite a slight 
slowdown from 2015, continues to 
chug along and serve as a magnet 
for people from all over the world. 
It also indicates, however, that the 
region’s economic inequality con-
tinues to grow and that its infra-
structure is grossly inadequate.

In that sense, the report is 
a tale of two regions. On one 
hand, Silicon Valley continues 

to experience job growth and a 
declining unemployment rate 
(which hit a low of 3.1 percent last 
May and stood at 3.3 percent in 
November). Since emerging from 
the Great Recession in 2010, the 
Valley has added 297,000 jobs, 
including 45,621 in 2016. The 
number of tech jobs, which make 
up the largest share, increased by 
5.2 percent last year.
 While the sectors of biotech, 
internet and computer design 
enjoyed the most growth, they 
weren’t the only ones experi-
encing a boom. According to 

the report, the 
region added 
6,864 new con-
struction jobs 
and 6,829 new 
health care jobs. 
 The Valley’s 
average annu-
al earnings 

reached their highest level to date 
last year ($125,580) and per capita 
income was also at an all-time 
high ($86,976). All these figures, 
the Index notes, “dwarf those of 
the state and the nation.”

Inequality
 At the same time, inequality 
in the region is as bad as it’s ever 

been, with some ethnic groups 
actually losing ground. While 
white, Asian and black residents 
saw slight improvements in per 
capita incomes, Hispanic and 
Latino residents and those identi-
fying as “multiple and other” saw 
their earnings dip. 
 The Index also noted that one 
out of every 12 residents now 
lives below the federal poverty 
threshold and one in 11 children 
lives in poverty. And even as 
incomes continue to rise, median 

wages in service occupations 
have actually declined by 8 per-
cent since 2010, when adjusted 
for inflation.
 Put in more concrete terms, 
29 percent of the households 
in Silicon Valley “do not earn 
enough money to meet their 
basic needs without public or 
private, informal assistance, and 
this share jumps up to 59 percent 
for those with Hispanic or Latino 
householders.”
 Indeed, the report documents 

widening disparities between 
ethnicities, genders and resi-
dents with different educational 
attainments. The gap between 
the region’s highest- and lowest-
earning racial and ethnic groups 
increased by 40 percent in the past 
decade (in 2015, it amounted to 
about $47,000).
 Even for those who don’t occu-
py the lowest economic strata, 
the dream of home ownership 
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Local News

Backers raise more than $80K to campaign for school parcel tax

Report: Rapid growth takes its toll on region
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Joint Venture Silicon Valley

The region is seeing growing immigration of people from other countries and an exodus of local 
residents to other parts of California and the United States. Data from the California Department of 
Finance; analysis by the Silicon Valley Institute for Regional Studies.
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he group formed to sup-
port the March 7 parcel 
tax measure in the Menlo 

Park City School District had 
raised more than $80,000 by Feb. 
14, far surpassing the $32,000 
raised in last year’s unsuccessful 
attempt to pass two other parcel 
tax measures. 

No committee has registered to 
oppose the measure. 

The largest donation to the 
Committee to Support MP 
Schools, Yes on Parcel Tax Mea-
sure X was $7,500 from Jeffrey 
Weiner of Menlo Park. The larg-
est donor in the 2016 campaign 
was Facebook executive Sheryl 
Sandberg, who gave $10,000.

This year’s campaign commit-
tee had reported spending less 
than $7,000 as of Jan. 21.

Here is a list of donors of $500 
or more. Those with an “n/a” did 
not provide an occupation or 
employer.

Tinyurl.com/ALM-donors also 
has a list of those who donated 
between $100 and $500.

 $7,500, Jeffrey Weiner, Menlo 
Park, n/a.

 $3,000, Amy Thornborrow, 
Menlo Park, n/a.

 $2,500, Calla Griffith, Ather-
ton, n/a; Jody Buckley, Menlo 
Park, community volunteer; 
Kathleen Orciuoli, Atherton, n/a; 
Molly Kardwell, Menlo Park, 
n/a; Ward Bullard, Menlo Park, 
business development for Veri-
zon; Jessica Gilmartin, Menlo 
Park, CMO for Lighthouse; Jamie 
Delessandro, Menlo Park, real 
estate for Windy Hill Property 
Ventures; Al Ko, Menlo Park, n/a; 
Stace Wueste, Atherton, n/a. 

 $2,300, Jennifer Webb, Menlo 
Park, n/a.

 $2,000, California Associa-
tion of Realtors, Sacramento.

 $1,500, Andrea Potishman, 
Menlo Park, n/a.

 $1,031, Brian Yick, Menlo 
Park, investment banking for 
Barclays. 

 $1,000, Keith Flaum, Menlo 
Park, attorney for Weil, Gotshal; 
Molly Ashworth, Menlo Park, 
martial arts instructor for Z 
Ultimate Self Defense; Charlotte 
Pfannestiel, Menlo Park, n/a; 
Jennifer Bartle, Menlo Park, n/a; 
Menlo Builders, Menlo Park; 
Kateryna Polyakova, Menlo Park, 
n/a; Allan Thygesen, Menlo Park, 
president, Google Marketing Solu-
tions, Google; Lisa Hammond, 
Atherton, n/a; Valerie Freder-
ickson, Menlo Park, CEO for 
Frederickson Pribula Li; Stephanie 
Chen, Menlo Park, n/a; Suzanne 
Yonkers, Menlo Park, n/a; Marty 
Arscott, Atherton, CFO for Com-
pass Technology Group; Michelle 
Box, Menlo Park, n/a; Greg Mrva, 
Menlo Park, investment banking 
for Morgan Stanley; Jill Kispert, 
Atherton, n/a; Katie Rottier, Men-
lo Park, self-employed digital 
marketing; Kateryna Polyakova, 
Menlo Park, n/a.

  $525, Robyn Wheeler, Menlo 
Park, n/a. 

 $500, Alicia Baker, Menlo 

Park, n/a; Mark Roos, Los Altos 
Hills, Realtor for Sereno Group; 
Courtney Charney, Atherton, 
Realtor, Alain Pinel; PJ Hon-
erkamp, Menlo Park, executive 
for Jazz Pharmaceuticals; Philip 
Deutch, Menlo Park, investor for 
NGP ETP; Kate Kennedy, Menlo 
Park, n/a; Paige Ariata, Atherton, 
manager for Right Hand Estate 

Management; Maria Kavel, Men-
lo Park, vice president engineer-
ing for Oracle; Kimberly Schnell, 
Solana Beach, n/a; John Freund, 
Atherton, venture capitalist for 
Skyline Ventures; Tamara Russel, 
Menlo Park, n/a; Ana McDevitt, 
Menlo Park, n/a; David Wagstaff, 
Menlo Park, financial services 
for HSBC. A

Photo by Barbara Wood/The Almanac

While backers of Measure X have campaign signs up and have 
distributed multiple fliers, there is no organized opposition to the measure.

See RAPID GROWTH, page 8

Housing shortages, 
income inequality, 

traffic woes accompany 
fast job growth.

READ THE REPORT
Go to is.gd/index2017 to read the report. 
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We offer you  
the kind of 

care that you 
deserve –  
because 
you're  

worth it.

For a free in-home 
assessment, call 
(650) 328-1001

• Personal care and hygiene
• Support with mobility
• Assistance with physical activity
• Help with household chores
• Meal planning and preparation
• Transportation and errands
• Medication reminders

Adding Years to Life 
and Life to Years

HCO#414700023

www.careindeed.com
890 Santa Cruz Avenue,  
Menlo Park, CA 94025

This is what home care from Care Indeed is all about.

New high school may 
not open until 2019

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he opening of a new mag-
net high school in Menlo 
Park will be delayed by a 

year if the board of the Sequoia 
Union High School District agrees 
with the views of district Superin-
tendent Jim Lianides and of the 
committee that’s been involved in 
planning the school.

Given the recent pattern of the 
district’s major projects running 
past their projected completion 
dates, an open-
ing in August 
2019 instead of 
August 2018 
would make it 
unnecessary to 
open a tempo-
rary campus 
that could “negatively impact 
recruiting efforts and restrict full 
implementation of the tech/design 
curriculum,” Mr. Lianides said in 
a brief staff report.

A delayed opening would also 
allow prospective freshmen, dur-
ing the 2018-19 school year, to 
tour the facility at 150 Jefferson 
Drive in the light industrial zone 
of Menlo Park east of U.S. 101, 
Mr. Lianides said. The school will 
focus on technology, design and 
engineering, will be open to all 
district students, and will even-
tually enroll about 400 students 
chosen by lottery.

The board is interviewing can-
didates for the school’s principal 
and is expected to announce its 
decision when it meets Wednes-
day, March 1, at the district office 
at 480 James Ave. in Redwood 
City. The meeting starts at 6 p.m.
 Naming a principal more than 
two years ahead of the school’s 

opening is necessary “because of 
the extensive planning involved 
in preparing to open a new school 
with an innovative curriculum,” 
Mr. Lianides said. The district 
will pay the principal’s salary 
from the Career Technical Educa-
tion Incentive Grant, he said.

District staff are recommending 
that the board name the school 
TIDE Academy. TIDE stands for 
technology, innovation, design 

and engineer-
ing. The name 
ref lects the 
school’s focus 
and its location 
near the Bay, 
Mr. Lianides 
said.

Among the 21 names sug-
gested by a branding consultant 
in December 2016, only TIDE 
received positive comments from 
board members, including a com-
ment on the ease with which the 
name would fit into a school cheer, 
as “Roll Tide!” does for the Univer-
sity of Alabama’s Crimson Tide. 

The school will be unique 
in its combination of technical 
focus, community-college teach-
ers on staff working part time and 
teaching classes for transferable 
college credit, and partnerships 
with nearby high-tech corpora-
tions and startups “to promote 
real-world education and career 
preparation,” Mr. Lianides said.

Prospective students should be 
interested in a small-school set-
ting; have a “strong inclination” 
for courses in science, technology, 
engineering and math; and be 
thinking about careers in techni-
cal fields, Mr. Lianides said. A

Parcel tax election is March 7
By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
uesday, March 7, is Elec-
tion Day in the Menlo 
Park City School District. 

Voters will decide whether to 
approve an annual parcel tax 
of $360 per parcel. Authoriza-
tion for the tax would expire in 
seven years.

Following the failure in May 
2016 of two parcel tax measures 
to win the necessary two-thirds 
voter support, the district held 
many public meetings before the 
school board proposed the new 
measure.

With a $207 parcel tax expiring 
June 30, the new tax would result 
in a net increase of approxi-
mately $153 a year per parcel. 
Again, passage requires support 

by two-thirds of the voters.
Added to the district’s three 

other parcel taxes, which have 
no expiration date, total district 
parcel taxes would be $1,078 per 
parcel, plus this year’s increase 
in the Bay Area consumer price 
index. Those 65 and older may 
ask for an exemption from the 
district’s parcel taxes.

If adopted, Measure X would 
raise an estimated $2.83 mil-
lion each year. The tax rate is 
adjusted annually based on the 
Bay Area consumer price index. 

ShapeTheFuture.org has more 
information.

Tinyurl.com/ALM-parcel has 
the Almanac voters’ guide story 
on the measure.

Tinyurl.com/ALM-Xed has 
the Almanac’s editorial recom-
mendation. A

The principal of  
the tech-oriented 

magnet school may be 
named this week.

 MENLO PARK
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DA: No charges against man arrested on suspicion of rape
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

N
o charges will be filed 
against a Menlo Park 
man who was arrested 

Feb. 16 in connection with the 
alleged rape and robbery in 
December of a woman in Menlo 
Park, according to the San Mateo 
County District Attorney’s Office.

“We just couldn’t prove this 
case beyond a reasonable doubt,” 
Chief Deputy DA Karen Guidotti 
said with regard to the arrest of 
Cedric Mark Williams, 56, of 
Menlo Park.

She said that prosecutors heard 
different narratives about what 
happened from the woman and 
the man. While there was some 
evidence to support an arrest, 

meeting the “probable cause” 
standard, she said, the DA’s office 
determined that the evidence did 
not rise to the “beyond a reason-
able doubt” standard.

The man and the woman 
knew each other, Ms. Guidotti 
confirmed. 

Menlo Park detectives learned 
of the incident on Feb. 14 and 
interviewed the woman. 

Investigators interviewed Mr. 
Williams at the police depart-
ment on Feb. 16. Following the 

interview, he was arrested and 
booked into San Mateo County 
jail. A

N E W S

MONTHLY REAL ESTATE  
UPDATE WITH  

MANDY MONTOYA
February 2017

Mandy Montoya  
REAL ESTATE

Phone: (650) 823-8212
mmontoya@apr.com 

License: 01911643
ALAIN PINEL REALTORS

 Low inventory continues to impact our local real estate market.  Multiple 
Listing Service data for January showed relatively similar year-over-year number 
of active homes for sale in our neighborhoods.  However, February has seen about 
a 30% decline in the number of homes for sale vs. last year.  
 One potential explanation is our unusually wet weather.  It’s possible many 
homeowners are managing issues caused by the rains, such as leaks and flooding 
and are ensuring their homes are in prime condition before putting them on the 
market. So while the primary factors contributing to low inventory, including lack 
of affordable move-down alternatives, are still in play we will closely monitor the 
remainder of the spring market to see if inventory rebounds somewhat from Feb-
ruary.  In the meantime, there are many buyers competing over even fewer homes 
so if you’re contemplating selling, this is a good time to do so.

February 
2016

February 
2017

# of Active 
Homes for Sale

# of Closed 
Sales

# of Active 
Homes for Sale

# of Closed 
Sales

Atherton 29 2 17 1

Woodside 18 3 14 3

Portola Valley 12 2 6 2

Menlo Park 38 19 31 16

Stanford updates plans for El Camino development
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

S
tanford University submit-
ed to the city of Menlo Park 
this week updated plans 

for its 8.4-acre “Middle Plaza” 
mixed-use development at 500 
El Camino Real.

Stanford’s plans for the com-
plex of housing, offices and 
retail ref lect some architec-
tural changes, such as the shape 
and location of some build-
ings, according 
to Stanford 
officials.

“To the casu-
al observer, the 
current proj-
ect will look 
very similar to 
the images we 
showed in September 2015,” said 
John Donohoe, associate direc-
tor of planning and entitlement 
at Stanford.

The development, which will 
run along El Camino from the 
Stanford Park Hotel (100 El 
Camino Real) in the south to 
Big 5 Sporting Goods (700 El 
Camino) in the north, will still 
contain about 215 rental hous-
ing units, 144,000 square feet of 

office space and 10,000 square 
feet of retail space.

Also unchanged from the 
plans submitted in September 
2015, the project will not include 
medical office space. About 48 
percent of the apartments will 
be one-bedroom, and 52 percent 
will be two-bedrooms, accord-
ing to Mr. Donohoe. 

A large plaza, also expected 
to be named 
Middle Plaza, 
will remain 
part of the 
development. 
It will be pub-
licly accessible 
but privately 
owned and 

maintained, and will have land-
scaping, outdoor seating and 
shops, according to the plans.

The plans also factor in the 
presence of a bike and pedes-
trian crossing at the Caltrain 
tracks and Middle Avenue. 
While the crossing is a city-
sponsored project, Mr. Donohoe 
said, “Stanford stands by its 
previous commitment to make 
a signficant contribution toward 
the cost of the crossing, and 
we have designed our Middle 
Plaza to integrate with the 
crossing when it is ultimately 
constructed.” 

Residents who participated 
in Stanford public events on 
the project “overwhelmingly 
endorsed the idea of a signifi-
cantly expanded public plaza 
that serves the community as 
an asset and vibrant gather-
ing place,” said Steve Elliott, 
Stanford’s managing director 
for development, land, build-
ings and real estate, in a press 

statement. “Beyond the plaza, 
residents also made it clear that 
they want to see more restau-
rants featuring a diversity of 
cuisines, more open space and 
more rental housing to support 
the City’s growth.”

The city of Menlo Park is 
expected to release its draft 
environmental impact report on 
the development later this week, 

Stanford officials said. 
Stanford will hold an open 

house for the public to learn 
more about the project on 
Thursday, March 16, from 6 to 
8 p.m. The informational event 
will be at Little House at 800 
Middle Ave. in Menlo Park.  
Staff will answer questions and 
explain the changes on a drop-
in basis. A

Image courtesy Stanford University

An updated rendering of the public plaza Stanford has proposed in Menlo Park at 500 El Camino Real.

 MENLO PARK

Students raise funds for Syrian refugees
Students at Menlo College in 

Atherton, working with Associ-
ate Professor Marianne Marar 
Yacobian, are raising funds for the 
International Rescue Committee 
to work with Syrian refugees. 

Ms. Yacobian and the Menlo 
College Student Government 
Association began raising funds 
and awareness for the Syrian ref-
ugee crisis in 2015, but recently 
redoubled their efforts when a 
ban on immigration into the 
U.S. was put into effect. (After 
several lawsuits the ban was put 
on hold.)

Ms. Yacobian, who teaches 
global studies, has done eth-
nographic research on Middle 
Eastern refugees.

At tinyurl.com/Menlo-Syria is 
information on the fundraising 
effort.

The rescue committee says 
it provides emergency relief, 
refugee relocation, and disas-
ter recovery assistance in 42 
countries.

La Entrada School
math team advances

A team of La Entrada Middle 
School students is advancing 
to the state championships in 
the MathCounts competition at 
Stanford University on March 18.

The “Mathemagicians” team 
finished sixth out of 34 schools 
in a regional competition on 
Feb. 4 at Google headquarters in 
Mountain View, thus qualifying 
for the state competition.

Four of 10 team members will 
advance: Darren Shen, Bill Li, 
Nicholas Chang and Georgia 
Wluka. Other team members 
are: Nicholas Way, Jee-Hyun 
(Roy) Kim, Mateo Weiner, Karan 
Bhasin, Adrian Deutscher-Bish-
op and Sarah Ryu. Coach is 
Gerald Wluka. 

The top four individual com-
petitors from each state competi-
tion receive an all-expenses-paid 
trip to the national competition, 
which takes place in May.

 BRIEFS

Stanford will hold  
an open house on  

the project March 16  
in Menlo Park

Check AlmanacNews.com for updates. 

The plans were posted online after the 

Almanac’s presstime.
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is growing increasingly out of 
reach. The Index notes that 
Silicon Valley’s housing costs are 
“crippling huge swaths of our 
population,” with those in the 
lowest-paying professions suffer-
ing the most.

Home prices
“The median sale price of 

homes in Silicon Valley reached 
$880,000 in 2016, a price fewer 
than 40 percent of first-time 
homebuyers can afford,” the 
Index states. “Furthermore, only 
a small share of recent housing 
permits were affordable for low-
income residents.”

According to the Index, the 
percentage of new residences des-
ignated as “affordable” has dipped 
over the past year. In 2015, there 
were 1,758 such homes approved, 
making up 16 percent of the total 
number of new residential units. 
In 2016, the percentage dropped 
to 7 percent, with only 1,404 
residences across the region des-
ignated as “affordable.”

Income and education
The report also indicates a 

growing gap between residents 
with graduate or professional 
degrees and those without them. 

While the median income for 
those on the highest strata of 
educational attainment went up 
by $3,578 between 2014 and 2015, 
it actually went down over the 
same period for those with lower 
levels of education.

As a result, those at the highest 
tier earned about $86,000 more 
(or 4.8 times as much) as those 
at the bottom. This disparity is 
somewhat higher in Silicon Val-
ley than in San Francisco (where 
the ratio is 4.5) and significantly 
higher than across the nation 
(3.2).

Gender gap
The gender-income gap also 

remains a persistent source of 
shame for the politically liberal 
region. 

Men in Silicon Valley with 
bachelor’s degrees earn 50 per-
cent more than women with the 
same degrees. This means that a 
woman with a bachelor’s earns 
67 cents for every $1 earned by a 
similarly educated man. 

While the gap narrows slightly 
for those with graduate or pro-
fessional degrees (in which case, 
a woman earns 71 cents for 
every dollar earned by a man), 
the Valley’s ratio for all women 
working full-time (74 cents per 
dollar) is worse than either in San 

Francisco (77 cents) or California 
(79 cents).

Immigrants
The report also underscores 

the outsized role that immigrants 
play in the region’s economy, a 
particularly topical finding at a 
time when the White House is 
pursuing more restrictive immi-
gration policies.

Forty-six percent of the region’s 
employed residents are foreign-
born, according to the Index. 
This includes 62.8 percent of 
the employers in “computer and 
mathematical” fields and 60.5 
percent of those in “architectural 
and engineering.”

“Historically, immigrants have 
contributed considerably to inno-
vation and job creation in the 
region, state and nation,” the 
Index states. “Maintaining and 
increasing these flows, combined 
with efforts to integrate immi-
grants into our communities, will 
likely improve the region’s global 
competitiveness.”

The numbers are particularly 
high when it comes to women who 
are between the ages of 25 and 44 
years and who are employed in 
computer, mathematical, archi-
tectural and engineering occu-
pations. About 76 percent of 
these women are foreign-born, 

according to the Index. 
Furthermore, the percentage 

of residents who speak a foreign 
language at home rose from 48 
percent in 2005 to 51 percent in 
2015 (in San Francisco it actually 
went down from 46 to 44 percent).

Population
Even with the high number of 

immigrants, the overall popula-
tion of Silicon Valley remains 
relatively stable. In fact, one of 
the more striking findings in the 
new report is the growing number 
of people who left the Valley last 
year.

The “out-migration” in the Val-
ley was greater in 2016 than in any 
other year since 2006, the report 
notes, with about 20,000 people 
departing for other parts of the 
state and country last year. This 
is a sharp break from just three 
years ago, when the region was 
showing more people coming in 
from other parts of the country 
than leaving.

And birth rates in Silicon Valley 
have declined by 13 percent since 
2008 (in California at large the 
drop was even more significant 
at 14 percent), dropping to their 
lowest levels since the mid-1980s.

While population continues to 
grow, the rate slowed markedly 
last year. From 2010 to 2015, Sili-
con Valley had experienced popu-
lation growth of about 34,000 per 
year. Between July 2015 and July 

2016, it slowed to a gain of 19,000, 
according to the Index. With 
more people leaving the Valley 
than coming in, the growth was 
almost entirely due to natural 
growth (births minus deaths), 
according to the Index.

Traffic
The report highlights one key 

problem that continues to unite 
people of all backgrounds: wors-
ening traffic. 

According to the new report, 
since 2005 there has been an 
increase of 228,000 Santa Clara 
and San Mateo County residents 
who commute to work, along with 
57,000 additional commuters who 
come into Silicon Valley from San 
Francisco and Alameda counties. 
As a result, commute times have 
risen by 17 percent.

According to the report, the 
worsening commute since 2015 
has added 35 hours of driving 
time per commuter annually (or 
40 minutes weekly). 

The growing congestion comes 
despite the slight drop in com-
muters who drive alone to work 
(which went from 75 percent in 
2010 to 73 percent in 2015) and 
an small uptick in the number of 
people who relied on public trans-
portation (which increased from 5 
percent to 6 percent between 2010 
and 2015).

Rapid growth takes its toll on region
continued from page 5

Menlo Park police report drop in violent crimes
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he good news is that 
reports of violent crime 
fell by 7 percent in Menlo 

Park in 2016, compared with 2015, 
according to Menlo Park Police 
Department data released Feb. 10. 

The better news may be that 
there are relatively few violent 
crimes in Menlo Park so the 7 
percent may not be statistically 
significant. A total of 30 violent 
crimes (homicide, rape, robbery 
and aggravated assault) were 
reported, down from 32 in 2015 
and the lowest according to data 
since 2004. No homicides were 
reported in either year. 

Property crime is much more 
frequent, and that rose by 1 
percent. A total of 626 cases of 
property crime (larceny, burglary, 
stolen vehicles and arson) were 
reported in 2016, up from 620 in 
2015.

In that category, burglaries 
actually dropped by 29 percent to 
a total of 101 reported cases.

Larceny (auto burglary, shoplit-
ing, pickpocketing, stealing bikes 
and car parts) rose 9 percent to 
492 cases.

Domestic violence also rose, up 
13 percent to 128 cases.

There were 10 cases of rape 
reported in 2016, up from nine 
in 2015; four cases of arson, up 
from one in 2015; seven cases 
of robbery, up from six in 2015; 
and one case each of an assault 
on an officer and a violent crime 
against seniors. In 2015, there 
were four reported cases of a civil-
ian assaulting an officer, and zero 
reported cases of violent crimes 
against seniors.

Citizen complaints
In 2016, there were 26 com-

plaints filed against personnel in 
the police department, up from 
24 in 2015. 

According to a police depart-
ment report, five complaints were 
sustained; in six cases, the person 
was exonerated; four complaints 
are still under investigation or 
pending; three were found to 
be unfounded; one was not sus-
tained; one was frivolous; three 
were withdrawn; and in four cas-
es, there was not enough informa-
tion to continue the investigation. 

That’s right, in addition to the 
cases under investigation, there 
were seven different outcomes.

Of the sustained complaints, 
three were for discourtesy and 
two were for procedural errors, 
the report says. 

Twenty-six complaints a year 
is “an acceptable number, but we 
will always strive toward zero,” 
the police department said a 
statement. 

Officers made 38,032 contacts 
with people during 2016, the 
department says. 

Crimes by area
The top three geographic areas 

with the most crimes were the 

area from the Caltrain tracks to 
University Drive, between San 
Francisquito Creek and Wat-
kins Avenue, with 209 incidents 
reported; Belle Haven and the 
Bohannon industrial plark area 
east of U.S. 101, with 119 crimes 
reported; and the area from 
Middlefield Road to the Caltrain 
tracks, bordered to the north and 
south by the creek and Encinal 
Avenue, with 110 crimes reported. 

Fewest crimes (four, to be 
exact) were reported in the Vin-
tage Oaks area surrounding St. 
Patrick’s Seminary in 2016. 

Crimes at the Menlo Park 
Veterans Affairs campus are 
not reported through the Menlo 
Park Police Department, but 
through the federal government, 
the report says. 

Go to tinyurl.com/crime558 to 
access the 2016 report. A
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Trend line for property and violent crimes reported since 2006. Violent crimes are homicides, rapes, robberies 
and aggravated assaults. Property crimes are burglaries, larceny, auto thefts, stolen vehicles and arson.

See RAPID GROWTH, page 19
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Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. 
However, neither seller nor listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or to purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation. 

MARY GULLIXSON
650.888.0860

mary@apr.com
License# 00373961

BRENT GULLIXSON
650.888.4898
brent@gullixson.com
License# 01329216

8 FAXON FOREST, ATHERTON
~1.16 ac in Menlo Circus Club Area  |  Featured in Architectural Digest

4 bd, 5.5 ba  |  2 offices - one could be 5th bedroom
Media/billiards room  |  Wine Cellar  |  Fitness Center & Steam Room

Pool & pool house  |  Tennis Court  |  Minutes to Stanford, Silicon  
Valley Tech and Venture Capital centers and 2 International Airports

Menlo Park schools        8FaxonForest.com

295 ATHERTON AVENUE, ATHERTON
Rare 2 acre level lot

7 bd, 6.5 ba  |  ~8,700 sf  |  Theatre  |  Library  |  2 Sunrooms
Pool, Spa and Tennis Court  

4-car garage  |  Las Lomitas Schools 

$12,800,000        295Atherton.com

150 ALAMOS ROAD, PORTOLA VALLEY

Expansive Views  |  Gated 2.5 ac  |  ~8,333 sf 
Premier Westridge area address  |  Recently remodeled 4 bd, 3.5 ba

Office, playroom, recreation room, office
Photovoltaic solar energy and geothermal heating and cooling

Cabana with full bath, and outdoor kitchen  |  Portola Valley schools
$14,980,000       150Alamos.com

Mary & Brent are ranked the #13 team in the nation  

(and #5 team by average sales price)  

in The Wall Street Journal report of the Top Residential 

Real Estate Professionals (published on June 24, 2016).

EXCEPTIONAL PENINSULA PROPERTIES

OPEN SUNDAY:   84 EDGE ROAD, ATHERTON

Sought after Lindenwood Neighborhood
 4 bd, 3.5 ba  |  Library  |   1+ acre lot 
Convenient to Downtown Palo Alto,  

Menlo Park, and Redwood City 
Menlo Park schools

$4,985,000         84Edge.com
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

O
n the same night the 
governing board of the 
Menlo Park Fire Protec-

tion District heard it is expected 
to end the year with a surplus 
of $6.7 million more than had 
been projected, the board moved 
forward two measures designed 
to bring even more revenue into 
the district.
 The district’s board on Feb. 21 
gave preliminary approval to a 
revised fee schedule for things 
such as plan reviews, inspections, 
annual permits, code enforce-
ment and weed abatement. It 
also gave the go-ahead to more 
work on creating “community 
facilities districts” that would tax 
developers of new commercial 
and multi-family projects.
 Fire board President Peter 
Carpenter explained after the 
meeting why he supports the 
measures. The fire district uses 
its property tax revenues to 
provide the same fire and other 
emergency services to all resi-
dents of the district. When it 
“provides a service that uniquely 
benefits an individual or an 
organization, then the costs of 
providing that service should be 
borne by the beneficiary rather 
than by the entire community,” 
and paid for with fees, not prop-
erty taxes, he said. 
 Similarly, he said, if a new 
development requires the dis-
trict to put money into new 
equipment or facilities to service 
it, the owners of that prop-
erty should pay that capital cost, 
rather than asking all of the 

property owners in the district 
to share the cost. “The property 
taxes from that parcel then pay 
the cost for the ongoing fire dis-
trict services to that parcel,” he 
said. 

New fee schedule 
 State law allows agencies to 
charge fees to recover the costs 
of providing “private benefits” 
to individuals or groups, but 
not for services that benefit the 
public as a whole. A study by 
Wohlford Consulting found 
the district was spending $3.1 
million a year on such services 
but receiving less than half that 
amount in fees. 
 The current fee schedule was 
approved in 2012. 
 Most of the fees will be set to 
recover 100 percent of the costs 
the consultant attributed to the 
activities, but a few of the activi-
ties will be partially or fully 
subsidized by the district.
  The district also has a pro-
cedure to apply for fee waiv-
ers, which mostly applies to 
nonprofits. 
 The new and increased fees 
are estimated to bring in an 
additional $232,000 a year to the 
district. 
 The costs used to determine 
the fees include hourly rates 
for employees ranging from 
a low of $151.27 an hour for 
an administrative assistant’s 
time to $490.42 for an hour of 
the district’s chief ’s time. The 
consultant’s report says those 
hourly rates include overhead, 
operating expenditures and 
indirect costs as well as salary 
and benefits. 

 Among the fees the district 
is waiving are those for fire 
sprinkler permits for one- and 
two-family homes. Fire sprin-
kler permits for existing com-
mercial buildings would be half 
the calculated rate. New com-
mercial buildings would pay the 
full cost for a sprinkler permit, 
a minimum of $1,662. 
 Other activities that would not 
involve fees are public education 
and Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) classes. 
 One suggested fee the board 
members asked to have lowered 
was the $200 that was to be 
charged to anyone who wrote 
a bad check to the district. 

They asked to have it set at $25, 
as it is in many neighboring 
jurisdictions. 
 Board member Virginia 
Chang-Kiraly said that the dis-
trict does receive a lot of prop-
erty tax revenues and should 
perhaps use some of that instead 
of charging fees. “I think some 
of the tax dollars should cover 
some of this,” she said. 
 But Fire Marshal Jon Johnston 
said most of the fees are charged 
to for-profit businesses, and 
those that affect individual tax-
payers have mostly been reduced. 

 Fire board president Peter 
Carpenter said he likes using 
fee subsidies “as a mechanism 
for encouraging things that 
will improve the overall safety 
of the community” such as fire 
sprinklers. 
 The board unanimously 
approved the introduction of 
the fee ordinance and will take 
another look at it on March 21. 
Board members say they hope 
the public will weigh in before 
that meeting with opinions 
about the proposed changes. 
 The new fees are scheduled to 
take effect on July 1. 
 At tinyurl.com/Fire-fees the 
proposed fees are posted. 

Tax districts
 The board also gave the go-
ahead to more work by the 
consulting firm NBS on creating 
community facilities districts.
 The staff report on communi-
ty facilities districts says “future 
growth threatens to strain and 
eventually reduce the (fire) Dis-
trict’s service levels as it relates 
to staffing levels, response times 
and the District’s ISO (Insur-
ance Service Office) rating.” 
 Rather than hold an election 
to create a district-wide commu-
nity facilities district, however, 

the district is looking to form 
a number of single-property 
districts, each of which would 
have only one landowner, who 
would cast the sole vote to form 
the district. 
 The staff report says the fire 
district “currently does not have 
the cooperation of a property 
owner and without it, forma-
tion of the CFD might not be 
feasible.” 
 Fire district attorney Lauren 
Quint said the fire district has 
identified a few candidates but 
hasn’t yet found one willing to 
cooperate. 
 The board unanimously 
agreed to have the consulting 
firm NBS go ahead with the 
project once a willing property 
owner is found. Cost of the next 
phase of NBS’s contract will 
be $22,500, in addition to the 
$10,000 the district has already 
agreed to pay NBS. 

Tax revenues rise
 With the 2016-17 fiscal year 
now half over, the district’s 
mid-year budget review shows 
the district expects to end the 
fiscal year on June 30 with a 
surplus of $6.9 million rather 
than the $109,000 that had been 
budgeted. 
 The difference is a combina-
tion of additional revenues and 
less than expected spending. 
The district estimates that dur-
ing this fiscal year it will receive 
about $42.8 million in property 
tax revenues, about $3.7 million 
more than it had budgeted. 
 The update shows projected 
spending on wages and benefits 
is $16.6 million, $3.5 million 
less than budgeted. Spending on 
the district’s share of retirement 
contributions is expected to be 
$6.1 million, $2.2 million less 
than budgeted. 
 Some costs have gone up. 
Projected spending on overtime 
is estimated to be $4.7 million, 
which is $2.7 million more than 
had been budgeted. The district 
will make a one-time payment 
of $6.2 million into the state 
employees retirement system 
to reduce its long-term pension 
liabilities. That amount had not 
been budgeted. 
 The district has budgeted $5.3 
million for replacing equipment 
and apparatus, with plans for 
two new fire engines, a ladder 
truck, light and heavy rescue 
equipment, an air boat and com-
mand vehicle. 
 The fire district plans to spend 
$5.2 million from its capital 
improvements projects fund by 
year’s end (leaving it with $25.5 
million). The budget report says 
the rebuilding of the district’s 
Fire Station 6 and a district 
museum in downtown Menlo 
Park is fully funded. A

N E W S

Walter passed away peacefully on 
February 7th in Palo Alto surrounded 
by his family. He was born in Chicago, 
Ill.After high school, he served in the 
U.S. Army in WWII. He graduated 
from Northwestern with degrees in 
Civil Engineering and business. He 
enjoyed a successful career in financial 
management for over 40 years. He 
was Controller of Bell & Howell in 
Chicago and relocated to Menlo Park 
in 1963 to become CFO if Ampex. He 
ended his career as CFO of a worldwide engineering consulting 
firm specializing in computerized traffic control signal systems. 
He also taught evening Management courses at San Mateo 
community colleges for a number of years. 

He is survived by his loving wife, Vivian, his three sons, 
Walt(Martha) of Monte sereno, Jim(Jana) of Campbell, Jack(Kim) 
of Newtown,CT. grandchildren Jean Benassi(Mike), Caitlin 
Cashbaugh(Sean), Andrew(Lindsay), Michael Bachand, Kirsten 
Blount(Josh), Patrick, Lindsay, Jacqueline Bachand, Emily, 
Tim and Mark. He was preceded in death by his daughter Joan 
Bachand(Ed). There will be a memorial mass at St. Denis Church, 
2250 Avy avenue, Menlo Park, on Saturday, March 4th at 11:00 AM. 

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Walter Powers Weber
March 27, 1927 - February 7, 2017

Beloved wife, mother, grandmother and great 

grandmother.  

Barbara was born in Caro, Michigan. She studied 

at the University of Michigan where she met and 

married Charles Reis Felix (1923 – 2017), her life’s 

soul mate. They then moved to California where 

Barbara became a kindergarten teacher at several 

schools including Oak Knoll in Menlo Park.  

For 66 years of their 70 years of married life Barbara 

and Charles lived in the redwoods on Skyline. After 

retirement she enjoyed her horses at the Williams 

Ranch in La Honda, correspondence with family and 

friends around the world and the success of Charles’s 

writing career.

I know what it is to live entirely for and with what I 
love best on earth. I hold myself supremely blest — blest 
beyond what language can express: because I am my 
husband’s life as fully as he is mine.

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Barbara Fox Felix
May 11, 1924 – February 10, 2017

Fire district considers revenue-raising measures

When the fire district ‘provides a service 
that uniquely benefits an individual or an 

organization, the costs of providing  
that service should be borne by the beneficiary 

rather than by the entire community.’
PETER CARPENTER, FIRE BOARD PRESIDENT 
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Clem Marcus Wiser, age 93 
died peacefully surrounded 
by family, Friday February 3rd 
2017 at his home in Palo Alto, 
California.

Clem was born in 1924 in 
Pikeville, Kentucky., to par-
ents Clem Marcus (Bud) and 
Nell (Sword) Wiser.  He joined 
the U.S. Marine Corps in De-
cember, 1942 and attended 
boot camp at Parris Island, 
SC.  He transferred to Pioneer 
Construction Battalion, Engi-
neering School (Surveying and 
Drafting) at Camp LeJeune, 
NC, and on to N.O.B. Marine 
Detachment, Norfolk, Va for 
further schooling. He was then 
transferred to Islais Creek Sup-
ply Depot, Department of the 
Pacific Headquarters in San 
Francisco, Ca where he met 
and married the love of his life 
Olga (Livvie) Diaz De Leon on 
June 8, 1944. 

Clem was discharged at 
Treasure Island , Ca on May 25, 1946 and entered San Fran-
cisco State University in September of the same year.  Clem 
Graduated with a BA in 1949 and a MA in Secondary Ad-
ministration in 1950. Clem taught English and coached 
Football at Polytechnic High School in San Francisco from 
1950 to 1951. He taught track and basketball and was a coun-
selor at Aptos Jr. High School, also in San Francisco from 
1951-1955. He moved to Palo Alto and accepted a position 
at Palo Alto Senior High School (Paly) as Varsity Basket-
ball Coach and then Athletic Director from 1955 until his 
retirement 1n 1991. Clem was named California Coach’s As-
sociation State Coach of the year for Basketball in 1983 and 
inducted into the California Coach’s Association State Hall 
of Fame in 1992.

A former Marine with a screaming Eagle tattoo on his 
forearm, Clem was a relatively reserved man with a cigar 
in one hand and a crossword in the other. He coached hun-
dreds of young men and women during his time at Paly 
and taught scores of Paly youth to drive. Clem was often 
approached throughout the years by generations of players 
with fond memories of their times together. Clem was the 
kind of man, husband, father and grandfather that you al-
ways knew would be there for you. He was, and continues to 
be, loved and respected by so many throughout the nation 
and you all give us strength.  In his later years he became a 
teacher of Genealogy to anyone interested. He was a decent 
and respectable man who adored his wife and loved his fam-
ily. He never forgot a face or a name (or a jersey number). He 
will be missed.

Clem, (known to his players as Coach, to old friends as 
Sandy) is preceded in death by his beloved wife of 65 years 
Olga (Livvie) Diaz De Leon, January 2nd 2010… sister June 
Wiser Justice and Nephew Jay Justice of Wesley Chapel Fla.

Clem is survived and remembered with love by his four 
children, John Wiser (Harriet) Portland, Or, Yvette Custer 
(William) Fremont, Ca, Clem Wiser (Julie) Morgan Hill, Ca, 
Mark Wiser Palo Alto, Ca.

Clem is also survived by his dear sister Marguerite Wiser 
Polley, Sarasota Fla, Niece Karen Polley Cramer, Nephew 
Paul (Bud) Polley, Niece Melinda Joe Justice, Nephew David 
Justice.

Six Grandchildren, Ryan Wiser (Maureen), Morgan Wiser 
(Sydelle), Catherine Custer (Michael), Eric Custer (Sarah), 
Michael Wiser, Nicole Plata, and Faith.

Five Great Grandchildren Lindsey, Finley, Madison, Sadie 
and Ava-Olivia.

Clem leaves his family of many players that span genera-
tions and are forever a part of the Wiser Family.

Private Interment Alta Mesa Cemetery 
Memorial Service Pending

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Clem Marcus Wiser

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF ATHERTON

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the Town of Atherton 
will introduce amendments to the following ordinance at their 
regular meeting held on Wednesday, March 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

An Ordinance of the City Council of the Town of Atherton amending 

regulations as adopted by the Menlo Park Fire Protection District.

will be heard at the meeting, please contact City Clerk Theresa 
DellaSanta at tdellasanta@ci.atherton.ca.us or 650-752-0529.

Those wishing to comment on the proposed ordinance may either 
attend the Public Hearing or submit written comments to the City 
Clerk, to be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday March 10, 
2017. (Written comments are to be submitted to the City Clerk, 

by email at tdellasanta@ci.atherton.ca.us

/s/ Theresa DellaSanta
City Clerk
Feb 22, 2017

Kids turning 
trash into art

For the fifth year, third- to 
fifth-grade students and class-
rooms are invited to enter a 
“Trash to Art” contest spon-
sored by Rethink Waste, also 
known as the South Bayside 
Waste Management Authority.

Students in the ReThink 
Waste service area, including 
Menlo Park, Atherton, Por-
tola Valley, North Fair Oaks and 
part of Woodside, can enter as a 
classroom or individually.

The winning classroom 
receives $500 and a pizza party, 
and the winning individual 
receives a $200 gift card. Sec-
ond- through fourth-place win-
ners also receive cash awards or 
gift cards. 

Deadline to submit entries is 
March 24.

At tinyurl.com/Rethink-TTA 
are contest rules and an entry 
form, or you can ask for more 
information by sending an email 
to tours@rethinkwaste.org.

Raise for chief still leaves him  
making less than his deputy

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

M
enlo Park Fire Protec-
tion District Chief Har-
old Schapelhouman 

was given a $15,000 raise — to 
$265,000 a year — by the district’s 
governing board on Feb. 21, a 
move the chief said was needed 
so the district’s deputy chief didn’t 
make more than the chief. 

It turns out, however, that, 
counting a $12,000 a year stipend 
he receives for living within 10 
miles of the fire district’s bound-
aries, Deputy Chief Don Long 
still makes about $7,000 a year 
more than the chief. 

The chief and deputy chief each 
make more than the city manag-
ers of Menlo Park, Atherton or 
East Palo Alto, as well as the fire 
chiefs in Palo Alto and the Wood-
side Fire Protection District.

If Chief Schapelhouman relo-
cates into the fire district, which 
includes Menlo Park, Atherton, 
East Palo Alto and some adjacent 
unincorporated areas, he would 
be given an extra $24,000 a year, 
which would bring his base sal-
ary up to $289,000 a year. 

The chief, who has worked 
for the district for 36 years and 
been in his current position for 
10 years, also has a specially 
equipped van that he can use 
for business or personal use. He 
receives 372 hours a year (more 
than nine 40-hour weeks) of per-
sonal time off that includes vaca-
tions, sick leave and other paid 

time off. In addition, the district 
has 12 paid holidays a year. 

At a Feb. 21 meeting of the 
fire district’s governing board, 
where the raise was unanimous-
ly approved (with board mem-
ber Rex Ianson absent), Chief 
Schapelhouman said he thought 
it important 
his position 
was paid more 
than the deputy 
chief’s.

“What I 
didn’t want to 
have happen 
is the deputy 
making more 
than the chief,” 
Chief Schapelhouman said. 
“That’s the reason this is all going 
on.” He said if the chief’s position 
becomes vacant, the deputy chief 
needs a financial incentive for 
wanting that job.

Chief Schapelhouman’s con-
tract ends in June 2018, but 
he said he has not announced 
any plans to retire. “It’s a little 
early for that,” he said. “We’re not 
there quite yet, but after 10 years 
as the fire chief and 36 years with 
the organization, my goal would 
be to have a seamless transition 
with no drama when that needs 
to occur,” he said. 

District documents show Dep-
uty Chief Don Long and other 
chief officers (not including the 
chief) are also due to get a 3 

percent raise in July.
The fire district has the 

full-time equivalent of 125.5 
employees.

In Palo Alto, fire chief Eric 
Nickel’s salary for 2016 was 
$234,000 with 114 full time 
equivalent employees.

In Menlo Park, City Man-
ager Alex McIntyre’s base sal-
ary is $221,800. He received a 

$15,000 bonus 
in 2016. In 2015 
the city had 531 
employees. 
East Palo Alto 
City Manager 
Carlos Mar-
tinez makes a 
base salary of 
$197,300. In 
2015 East Palo 

Alto had 126 employees. 
Atherton City Manager George 

Rodericks’ base salary is $208,682 
with 37 employees on staff and 18 
contract employees. 

Woodside Fire Protection Dis-
trict Chief Dan Ghiorso has a 
base salary of $246,000 a year 
with 63 employees. The assistant 
chief in the Woodside District 
makes $219,440 a year. A

Fire district board 
unanimously agrees 
to give the fire chief 
a 6 percent raise of 

$15,000 a year.

Today’s local news 

and hot picks
Sign up today at  

AlmanacNews.com

 FIRE DISTRICT
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OPEN HOUSE LunchSaturday & Sunday
1:00 - 5:00

www.237Mapache.com    
Offered at $7,988,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

Fabulous Resort-Like Compound

Valley. The luxuriously upgraded estate is every entertainer’s dream, and includes a guesthouse, a poolhouse, and a studio for a 
total of 5 bedrooms, 7.5 bathrooms, and a living area of approx. 8,100 sq. ft. (per drawings). French doors throughout the single-
level main home open to the exciting grounds, allowing easy indoor-outdoor enjoyment. Excellent amenities include six-car 
garage parking, a sauna, and a heated pool and spa. Stroll to trails throughout the surrounding woodland paradise while easily 
accessing local shopping and scenic open spaces. 

237 Mapache Drive, Portola Valley



March 1, 2017 AlmanacNews.com TheAlmanac 13

6 5 0 . 6 9 0 . 2 8 5 8  |  i n f o @ d e l e o n r e a l t y . c o m  |  w w w. d e l e o n r e a l t y . c o m  |  C a l B R E  # 0 1 9 0 3 2 2 4

Sun-Lit Spaces Showcase Palatial Living   

Opulent yet inviting, this 4 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom home consists of 

approximately 4,000 sq. ft. (per county) on a property of over 10,000 

sq. ft. (per county) and showcases prestige with vast living spaces, an 

attached three-car garage, an additional finished attic, and wood 

flooring throughout. Stunning features such as soaring ceilings and 

must-have amenities grant luxury while large windows flood the 

interior with natural light. Nearby are attractions like Stanford 

Hills Park, Stanford Golf Course, Sharon Heights Shopping 

Center, and world-renowned Stanford University. It also boasts 

close proximity to exceptional schools such as Las Lomitas 

Elementary (API 943), La Entrada Middle (API 963), and 

Menlo-Atherton High (buyer to verify eligibility). 

28 Sneckner Court, Menlo Park
Offered at $2,998,000

www.28SnecknerCourt .com 

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

® OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm

Complimentary 
Lunch 
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

M
arisa Martinez is the 
type of person who, 
when told something 

is impossible, instead of giving 
up, simply redoubles her efforts 
and recruits more allies to help 
her fight. 

So, a few months ago, when 
an oncologist told Ms. Martinez 
that her 9-year-old daughter’s 
brain cancer had metastasized, 
spreading to her spine and 
cranial nerves, and the end was 
near, she refused to abandon 
hope. 

“It was devastating,” said 
Ms. Martinez, a kindergar-
ten teacher from  Woodside, 
whose daughter Zamora was 
diagnosed with an inoperable 
brain cancer 19 months ago. 
The family was told then that 
Zamora had six to nine months 
to live.

But just as Ms. Martinez had 
done then, she refused to accept 
the doctor’s prognosis.

She turned out to be right. 
“The doctor misread the scan, 
and the tumor board hadn’t 
looked at it,” she said. Zamora’s 
brain tumor “has never metasta-
sized,” she said. 

Zamora Moon Martinez-
Lusinchi, who plays the violin, 
loves art and pretending to 
be a fairy with her 7-year-old 
sister and friends, has a dif-
fuse intrinsic pontine glio-
ma tumor, known as DIPG. 
According to the DIPG Regis-
try website, these tumors grow 
out into healthy brain tissue, 
making it “impossible to sur-
gically remove DIPG tumors 
without damaging healthy tis-
sue.” They grow near where 
the spinal cord joins the brain, 
where breathing, balance, blad-
der control and sleep are 
regulated.

Fewer than 150 children a year 
are diagnosed with DIPG, and 
only 10 percent live more than 
two years beyond diagnosis, 
according to the DIPG Registry 
website. 

Treatment is difficult because 
the brain protects itself against 
intrusion from outside agents 
through what is called the 
“blood/brain barrier,” mean-
ing most drugs never reach the 
tumor. 

When Zamora was diag-
nosed, her family — which also 
includes father Marc Lusinchi 
and sister Xavia — was advised 

to concentrate on the quality of 
what remained of Zamora’s life.

Fighting for her life
Instead, Ms. Martinez has 

spent the past 18 months fight-
ing the cancer with everything 
she can find, including several 
experimental treatments in far-
flung parts of the world.

“I’m not trying to give her a 
couple more months to live,” 
said Ms. Martinez, who is on 
leave from her job as a kinder-
garten teacher at the Harvey 
Milk Civil Rights Academy in 
San Francisco’s Castro District. 
“I’m trying to save her life.

“I want to see her graduate 
from high school.”

Zamora has received the treat-
ments given to most children 
with DIPG — radiation therapy 
and steroids — and took part in 
a clinical trial at the University 
of California, San Francisco, 
where the tumor was biopsied 
to help determine what drugs 
might fight it. 

In Germany, Zamora has had 
several rounds of an experi-
mental combination of viro-
therapy, immunotherapy and 
hyperthermia. 

The little girl, who was 

diagnosed when she was about 
to enter second grade in the 
school where her mother works, 
was injected with Newcastle dis-
ease virus. Newcastle, a form of 
bird flu, does not affect humans 
but does attach itself to cancer 
cells. Zamora’s own cells were 
used to create a vaccine to go 
after the Newcastle, and the can-
cer cells it had attached itself to, 
after her body temperature was 
boosted to weaken the cancer 
cells. 

Zamora is also part of a clini-
cal trial in England of an experi-
mental method of injecting 
chemotherapy drugs directly 
into the brains of children with 
DIPG. She has had a hole drilled 
in her skull and a port put in 
so drugs can bypass the blood-
brain barrier.

In addition, Ms. Martinez 
said, after the Almanac ran a 
story about the family, who live 
in the Kings Mountain neigh-
borhood off Skyline Boulevard, 
they were contacted by a local 
scientist who shared an uncon-
ventional medical treatment 
with them that she credits with 
keeping Zamora’s tumor from 
growing. 

All the treatments, Ms. 

Martinez said, are “like puzzle 
pieces, and each one has to be 
put together to complete the 
picture.”

“I’m going to do everything I 
can to save her,” she said.

A death bed
She repeatedly has been told 

Zamora was about to die. In 
August, when Zamora began 
having trouble swallowing, a 
supporter built a deck, a pond 
and a lounge chair for Zamora 
in the garden right outside her 
home, under the redwood trees. 
“If she passed away, I wanted 
her to pass away outside with 
the trees,” Ms. Martinez said. 
“It’s like a mom creating a death 
bed for a kid,” she said. 

“It’s been hard.” 
After another round of 

radiation therapy, however, 
Zamora began improving. The 
treatment was supposed to 
gain her only another four 
or five months, but she has 
gone beyond that point, and 
Ms. Martinez said that gives 
her hope. “She has a fighting 
chance,” Ms. Martinez said. 

Ms. Martinez has also worked 
constantly to raise money to 
pay for the treatments, airfare, 

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Marisa Martinez, shown here with daughter Xavia outside their home in the Kings Mountain neighborhood of Woodside, decided in January that traveling to and from Europe 
for 9-year-old daughter Zamora’s brain cancer treatments was too hard on the sick child, so the family is temporarily living in London. Zamora is shown on the opposite page in the 
London Hospital on Feb. 23. On the cover: Marisa Martinez at home in Woodside. (Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac.)

Marisa Martinez won’t stop fighting  
for her daughter’s life

Hope persists



March 1, 2017 AlmanacNews.com The Almanac 15

hotels and taking time off work, 
almost none of which will be 
paid for by insurance. 

A difficult childhood
 What keeps her going?
 “I think it’s how I grew up,” 
she said. “There are things in 
my past that made me not want 
to give up.”
 Ms. Martinez said she over-
came a lot of hardships as a 
child, a time that she really 
doesn’t like to talk about. 
 At 17, she left her home in 
New Mexico and moved to New 
York City, where she worked as 
a model for two years. Her big 
break was working in a national 
Coca Cola ad, but instead of 
pursing modeling as a career, 
she took the cash she’d earned 
and went back home to go to 
college, where she got a degree 
in special education. 
 She said she chose the field so 
she could help other children 
with difficult lives. 
 At 20, Ms. Martinez decided 
to find the father she’d never 
met. Told it was an impossible 
task, she responded: “I’m going 
to meet my dad. I don’t care 
what any of you say.” 
  “It’s a kind of drive within 
me,” she explains. “You tell me 
no, and I say yes.” 
 Armed only with her father’s 
name and age, Ms. Martinez 
traveled to his home country of 
Spain, put up fliers and sent out 
letters, and called everyone in 
the Madrid phone book with his 
last name.
 Finally, she found him, in 
Barcelona, with the help of 

C O V E R  S T O R Y

More information
   At tinyurl.com/GFM-ZMoon, 

donations can be made to help 

pay for Zamora’s medical care 

and expenses. Donations can 

also be made through PayPal 

using Ms. Martinez’s email 

address: Catzmartinez@aol.

com 

   DIPGResistry.org has 

information about the disease, 

research and resources.

   Facebook.com/ZamoraMoon 

has updates on Zamora’s 

condition.

Photo by Marisa Martinez

Zamora Moon Martinez-Lusinchi, right, with her younger 
sister Xavia on Feb 23 in the Harley Street Clinic Children’s Hospital 
in London. Zamora was diagnosed 19 months ago with an inoperable 
cancer and given nine months, at the most, to live.

some of those she’d met during 
her search. “My whole family in 
Spain is so supportive now,” she 
said. “It was amazing.”

The hard way
 At times, Ms. Martinez has 
chosen the most challenging 
path. 
 For 17 years, she practiced 
her stressful career as a special 
education teacher in one of the 
poorest areas of San Francisco, 
Hunters Point, before moving 
to Harvey Milk and becoming 
a kindergarten teacher.
  Ms. Martinez said she’s asked 
herself: “Why does my kid get 
cancer? I already paid my dues. 
But life doesn’t work like that.” 
 Ms. Martinez is used to “over-
coming obstacles,” she said. “It 
takes somebody with that kind 
of core” to fight the battle she’s 
fighting, she said.  
 “I’m not going to dwell on feel-
ing sorry for myself — that 
never worked out,” she said, but 
added: “I miss being a teacher. 
It’s really hard on me.” A

e

“It is often said that you get out of life what you give. Through 
volunteerism, we not only provide support for our Town; we obtain the 

a meaningful example for future generations.”
- Bill Lane, former mayor and founding father of Portola Valley
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Proposed law could halve fines 
for right-turn-on-red violations

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

F
rank Viggiano of Palo Alto 
was recently slapped with a 
$490 fine when a red-light 

camera caught him turning right 
at a red light from El Camino 
Real onto Ravenswood Avenue 
in Menlo Park.
 He and his wife had been driv-
ing their daughter home to her 
Menlo Park apartment around 
9 or 10 p.m., he said an email to 
the Menlo Park 
City Council. 
At that time, 
he said, there 
was very little 
traffic and no 
pedestrians or 
bicycles around. 
 He told the 
council the fine 
was “absurd” 
and that he 
planned to boycott all Menlo 
Park businesses until the fines 
are reduced. After learning that 
cities don’t control the fines, he 
said he is no longer planning to 
boycott the city. 
 “While I support the need to 
enforce traffic rules, and even 
agree that such a system (refer-
ring to the red-light cameras) 
can be a very effective way to 
do it, I think that the $490 fine 
is far more than the amount 
necessary to act as a deterrent. 
Half that amount would already 
be quite painful and serve as 
a lasting reminder to be more 
careful,” he said.
 Mr. Viggiano may just get his 
wish. 
 California Sen. Jerry Hill, 
D-San Mateo County, has intro-
duced a bill that would reduce 
the fines drivers pay if they get 
caught turning right at a red 
light without first coming to a 
complete stop.
 Senate Bill 493 would reduce 
the base fine to $35, down from 

the $100 current fine. 
 The base fine is only a part of 
the total amount one pays with 
a moving-violation ticket, but it 
determines the cost of other fees 
that must be paid to the state 
and county. 
 Currently, a ticket with a $100 
base fine actually means the 
driver  would pay about $540 
in fees, including traffic school 
costs, and about $490 without 
traffic school. Reducing the base 
fine to $35 would mean the total 

fees collected 
would be about 
$290 with traf-
fic school, or 
$240 without 
— roughly half 
of the current 
cost. 
 Turning right 
on a red light 
without first 
coming to a 

complete stop would still be 
illegal and would add a point 
to a driver’s record, Sen. Hill’s 
office said. 
 Sen. Hill said in an interview 
that the fines for red-light traffic 
violations were hiked in 1997, 
but the intention then wasn’t for 
right-on-red violations to have 
the same penalty as more dan-
gerous offenses — such as driv-
ing straight through, or turning 
left, on a red light. 
 Other moving violations that 
carry a $100 base fine are driv-
ing more than 25 miles per hour 
over the speed limit, and failing 
to yield to an emergency vehicle. 
The author of the 1997 bill later 
said raising the penalties for 
right-on-red violations was a 
mistake, Sen. Hill’s office said.
 “The fine doesn’t fit the 
crime,” he said. In recent years, 

the state senator has been con-
tacted by constituents more 
than 50 times about the costly 
fines, his office said. 

Revenue generator
 Exacting hefty fines for right-
on-red traffic violations should 
not be a revenue generator, Sen 
Hill said. “I believe it has turned 
into one.” 
 Cities with red-light cameras, 
such as Menlo Park and San 
Mateo, are generating revenue 
from these citations, he said.
 In 2013 in Menlo Park, he said, 
Redflex, the company that is 
contracted to operate the city’s 
red-light photo enforcement 
program, captured data that 
resulted in the police depart-
ment issuing fines for red-light 
violations that added up to $1.3 
million. Fine and fee revenues 
are split into state, county and 
local funds. That year, there 
were a total of 2,802 red light-
violations reported in Menlo 
Park, and 395, or about 14 per-
cent, came from right-on-red 
violations, according to Redflex 
data obtained from Sen. Hill’s 
office.
 Reducing the base fine could 
result in an annual loss of about 
$7.5 million to various state 
funds, a legislative analysis of 
the bill reports.
 This is the fourth time Sen. 
Hill has tried to pass the bill. In 
2010, the bill was vetoed by Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, who 
said it would send the wrong 
message regarding the state’s tol-
erance for these types of offenses, 
according to a legislative analysis 
of the bill. Sen. Hill tried again 
twice last year to pass it.
 This year, he said, he is opti-
mistic it will pass. A

Cities with red-light 
cameras, such as Menlo 

Park, are generating 
revenue from these 

right-on-red citations, 
Sen. Jerry Hill said.

Man sentenced for gun possession with prior conviction
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
29-year-old Menlo Park 
resident was sentenced 
Feb. 22 to 60 days in 

county jail and three years 
of supervised probation after 
pleading no contest to the felony 
crime of possessing a gun within 
10 years of being convicted of a 
violent misdemeanor.
 On April 24, 2015, Isileli Lolo-
hea was arrested after allegedly 
discharging a handgun near 
Chilco Street and Hamilton 

Avenue at about 4:30 a.m.
 Prosecutors said police 
responded to calls of gunshots 
and found him on Modoc Ave-
nue with a beer in his hand. He 
was asked to put down the beer, 
and when he did, the officer 
saw a handgun on the ground 
nearby. The gun was found to be 
empty, with four casings found 
nearby, prosecutors said. 
 In 2009, District Attorney 
Steve Wagstaffe said, Mr. Lolo-
hea had been convicted of a 
misdemeanor assault of a peace 
officer, which comes with the 

penalty of being forbidden from 
possessing a firearm for 10 
years. 
 After his 2015 arrest, Mr. Lolo-
hea proceeded to serve 50 days 
in the county jail before being 
released on bail of $25,000. 
 The jury trial date was pushed 
back eight times over about 
20 months before Mr. Lolohea 
pleaded no contest on Feb. 22. 
 With double credit for time 
served on good behavior, he will 
not have to serve any more time.
 He may be eligible, halfway 
through his probation, to have 

the felony reduced to a misde-
meanor,  Mr. Wagstaffe said. 
 Mr. Lolohea will have to pay 
$100 a month for probation, 
receive chemical and genetic 
marker testing, abstain from 
alcohol and drugs, be subject to 
search and seizure, and pay $400 
in fees.
 People who have been con-
victed of a felony are not allowed 
to ever possess a firearm, Mr. 
Wagstaffe said. Even though this 
law will apply to Mr. Lolohea, the 
judge still ordered him to com-
plete a firearm safety class. A

Burglar ransacks home
 A burglar or burglars forced 
open a kitchen door and ran-
sacked a home on Santa Maria 
Avenue in Portola Valley on 
Thursday, Feb. 23, according to 
the San Mateo County Sheriff ’s 
Office. 
 Several “personal items of val-
ue” were taken from the home, 
located in the 1 to 100 block of 
Santa Maria, Sheriff ’s Office 
Detective Salvador Zuno said.
 The burglary took place some-
time between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
that day when the home was 
unoccupied, he said. Deputies 

responded to a report of the 
burglary at 5 p.m. that day.
 The Sheriff ’s Office reminds 
residents to “fully secure their 
homes” and report any suspi-
cious persons or activities: “See 
something, say something.”
 The Sheriff ’s Office asks any-
one with information about 
this incident to call Detective 
Jonathan Sebring at (650) 363-
4057 or email him at jsebring@
smcgov.org. Those who choose 
to be anonymous can call the 
Sheriff ’s Office anonymous tip 
line at (800) 547-2700.

Menlo Park
 Blanca and Jorge Serrano, a 

daughter, Jan. 13, Sequoia Hospital.
 Adeline Cabral and Shane Finley, 

a son, Jan. 19, Sequoia Hospital.
 Cristy and Jordan Davis, a daugh-

ter, Jan. 28, Sequoia Hospital.
 Cherie and Issac Colin, a son, 

Jan. 30, Sequoia Hospital.

Emerald Hills
 Mary and George Milionis, a son, 

Feb. 1, Sequoia Hospital.
 Kimberly and Ryan Caldbeck, a 

son, Feb. 6, Sequoia Hospital.

 BIRTHS

LET’S DISCUSS: 
Read the latest local news headlines  

and talk about the issues on Town Square  
at AlmanacNews.comAlmanacNews.com

Photo by Susie Bors

 After the rain ... rainbows
One nice thing about rain — it can be followed by rainbows. 
Woodside resident Susie Bors took this photo Feb. 21 at the 
BOK Ranch Therapeutic Horseback Riding Center at the Horse 
Park at Woodside, looking toward Interstate 280. 



March 1, 2017 AlmanacNews.com TheAlmanac 17

6 5 0 . 4 8 8 . 7 3 2 5  |  m i c h a e l r @ d e l e o n r e a l t y . c o m  |  w w w. d e l e o n r e a l t y . c o m  |  C a l B R E  # 0 1 9 0 3 2 2 4

OPEN HOUSE LunchSaturday & Sunday
1:00 - 5:00

www.375Walsh.com  
Offered at $4,988,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

Woodland Retreat in Exclusive Atherton
Tucked within leafy grounds of over an acre (per county) that establish natural privacy, this treehouse-like 4 bedroom residence 
of 3,120 sq. ft. (per county) with an additional lower level provides 3 full and 2 half baths, and an adjacent parcel of almost an acre 

yet retains excellent proximity to prestigious clubs and private schools. 

375 Walsh Road, Atherton
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C O M M U N I T Y

“Herrera’s forceful poetry speaks directly and 
powerfully, like the address of a leader rousing his battalions to action…he 
forces us to confront society and its paradoxes.”   — The Boston Review 

The Jean and Bill Lane
Lecture Series  2016–2017

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
INFORMATION: 650.723.0011    HTTP://CREATIVEWRITING.STANFORD.EDU 
Sponsored by Stanford University’s Creative Writing Program

Presents  Juan Felipe Herrera
Reading 

 MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2017, 8:00 PM

CUBBERLEY AUDITORIUM

485 LASUEN MALL 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY

Photo by UC Riverside

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

I
t took only a half hour 
recently for a group of 
about 200 adults and kids 

from Menlo Park and East 
Palo Alto to assemble 500 care 
kits for patients at Lucile Pack-
ard Children’s Hospital, event 
organizer Jen Smith said. 

The project was an exercise 
in community service for 
parents and students at three 
schools: Oak Knoll Elemen-
tary in Menlo Park, Costano 
Elementary in East Palo Alto, 
and the San Francsico 49ers 
Academy, a middle school 
that shares a campus with 
Costano.

“We thought it’d be great to 
do something as a commu-
nity,” said Ms. Smith, whose 
four children attend Oak 
Knoll. She said students at the 
three schools don’t have much 
chance to interact with each 
other.

The care kit assembly proj-
ect was the culmination of a 
three-week supply drive that 
had been conducted at all 
three schools. 

Each classroom was tasked 
with supplying 100 items, or 
about five items per kid for 
a 20-student classroom, Ms. 
Smith said. Following guid-
ance from the hospital, the 
students gathered the materi-
als and assembled kits con-
taining baby care items, art 
supplies, games and activities, 
and teen care items.

“It was pretty amazing,” she 
said of the quantity of supplies 
the students gathered. 

The costs of the project 
were borne primarily by the 
students and their families, 
she said. Schools contributed 
some printed materials. 

She knows the value of such 
kits. Her own son spent a lot 
of time at the hospital while 
receiving treatment for a brain 
tumor. 

“It’s such a small thing to 

do for people who are putting 
it together, and such a big 
reward for the person who’s 
receiving  it,” she said. 

Anne McCune, chief operat-
ing officer of the hospital, and 
Sherri Sager, chief govern-
ment and communications 
officer, attended and accepted 
the donation on behalf of the 
hospital, Ms. Smith said. 

Go to tiny.cc/lpch322 to 
watch a short video of the Feb. 
12 event. A

Kids cheer peers at hospital

 (Photo courtesy Jen Smith.)

Students gather supplies to make care and activity kits for
children at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

A
s services allowing the 
easy short-term rental of 
part or all of a home have 

become common, Atherton has 
maintained that renting anything 
for fewer than 30 days is an illegal 
commercial use of property, and 
has fined those found doing so. 

But acting Police Chief Joe 
Wade admits in a report to the 
City Council that it is hard for 
the town to fig-
ure out where 
and when such 
activity is tak-
ing place. Dur-
ing the past 
year, he said, 
the town’s code 
en forc ement 
officer has opened cases against 
eight people offering short-term 
rentals, but that a recent look at 
the Airbnb site listed 13 available 
rentals in Atherton.

On Wednesday, March 1, the 
City Council will look at what, 
if anything, the town should do 
about short-term rentals. The 
meeting starts at 4 p.m. in the 
town’s council chambers, 94 
Ashfield Road.

The report from Chief Wade 
offers three options: allowing 
short-term rentals, but requir-
ing licenses and registration 
and possibly occupancy tax 
collection; giving conditional 
permits to allow limited short-
term rentals; or continuing to 
prohibit short-term rentals.

Fallen trees
 The council is also set to dis-
cuss another potentially contro-
versial matter — how to respond 
to City Attorney Bill Conners’ 
contention that the town must 
charge homeowners when it 
removes a privately owned tree 
that has fallen into the public 
right-of-way, even if it’s blocking 
a public road.

 A memo 
from Mr. Con-
ners says that 
while the town 
has long had 
a practice of 
absorbing the 
costs of remov-
ing fallen trees 

from town streets, it should not 
have been doing so. 
 The memo says that a tree that 
has fallen from private property 
still belongs to the homeowner, 
and if it is blocking a public road 
it is a public nuisance the home-
owner must pay to remove. 
 If the town removes the tree in 
an emergency, the homeowner 
should be billed for the service, 
his memo says. Not to do so is 
making a “gift of public funds” 
to the homeowner.
 The meeting begins with a 
joint study session with the 
town’s Park and Recreation 
Committee to discuss a plan to 
upgrade Holbrook Palmer 
Park’s system of paths and road-
ways. A

Should Airbnb-type rentals 
be allowed in Atherton?

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A secured kiosk has been set 
up in the main lobby of the 
Menlo Park Police Depart-
ment where people can drop off 
unwanted or expired medica-
tions from their households. 

Drop-off times are during 
the city’s business hours: Mon-
day through Friday, from 7:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (city offices
are closed on alternate Fri-
days). The police department is
located at 801 Laurel St. in the
Menlo Park Civic Center.

Giving buses
priority passage

The San Mateo County Tran-
sit District has received a $3.4 
million grant to install a sys-
tem that will give buses priority 
at traffic lights on El Camino 
Real between Daly City and 
Palo Alto. 

The Traffic Signal Prior-
ity system will extend a green 
light for a bus or shorten the 
time a bus waits at a light on 
El Camino between the Daly 
City BART Station and the Palo 
Alto Caltrain Station.  

A final design is expected to 
be finished by June 30, 2018, 
and the system could be oper-
ating in 2020 or 2021. 

 A similar system was 
installed on El Camino Real in 
Santa Clara County. 

San Mateo County Transit Dis-
trict officials said the system will 
result in a 10 percent increase in 
on-time performance. 

The grant was made by 
the San Francisco-based Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Commission. 

Menlo Park offers new way  
to dispose of unwanted medicines

BRIEFS 

Also on agenda: 
Who should pay 

to remove fallen trees 
in public right-of-way?
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This information is based on reports from 
the Menlo Park Police Department and 
the San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. 
Under the law, people charged with 
offenses are considered innocent unless 
convicted. Police received the reports on 
the dates shown.

MENLO PARK
Residential burglaries: 

 Someone broke into a home on Chris-
topher Way by smashing a front window, 
then stole three laptop computers, a 
keyboard and mouse, a camera and lens, 
four cellphones, headphones, a drone, 
three wallets, gift cards, jewelry and “other 
household and personal items.” Estimated 
loss: $31,300. Feb. 17.

 Burglars entered an unlocked home in 
the 200 block of University Drive and stole 
a TV, cosmetics and a lighter. Estimated 
loss: $1,060. Feb. 22.
Commercial burglary: A surveillance 
video showed two people loitering and 
looking inside the Enjoy Tech headquarters 
on Constitution Drive. One of the suspects 
used a rock to break through a glass door, 
entered the building, stole three cellphones 

and left the building, all in about 30 sec-
onds, police said. Estimated loss: $3,000. 
Feb. 17.
Auto burglaries:

 A thief smashed a side window on a 
vehicle parked on the first block of Bay 
Road and stole a wallet, two jackets and a 
backpack. Estimated loss: $282. Feb. 24.

 Someone smashed a window of a vehi-
cle parked on Constitution Drive and stole 
a passport and briefcase. No estimate on 
losses. Feb. 13.
Thefts:

 A thief stole an unlocked bicycle from in 
front of a business on Sharon Park Drive. 
Estimated loss: $3,500. Feb. 15.

 A laptop computer supposed to be 
delivered to a house on Adams Court was 
“routed to an alternate location” and stolen. 
Estimated loss: $2,000. Feb. 21.

 Someone stole unattended tools, includ-
ing an air compressor, nail gun, saw, all-
purpose saw, planer, power adapter and 
electrical cord, from a construction site 
on Haven Avenue. Estimated loss: $1,925. 
Feb. 15.

 Thieves stole three bikes from homes on 
Waverley Street, East Creek Drive and Noel 
Drive. One was locked, one was unlocked 
and police did not note the status of the 

third. Estimated losses: $520, $350 and 
$300. Feb. 22, 21 and 16.

 Someone stole a woman’s wallet from 
her purse as she was shopping at the Safe-
way supermarket at 525 El Camino Real. 
Estimated loss: $215. Feb. 23.

 A man and woman walked out of the 
deli exit at the Safeway supermarket on 
El Camino Real with baskets of goods 
for which they had not paid. When an 
employee loudly reminded them of the 
need to pay, the man replied that he had a 
receipt and the couple kept walking. Police 
were unable to find them. Estimated loss: 
$200. Feb. 21.

 Someone stole a handheld music player 
from an unlocked vehicle parked in the 
first block of Willow Road. No estimate on 
losses. Feb. 16.

 Thieves stole packages from front 
porches of a home on Laurel Avenue and 
a home in the 600 block of Willow Road. 
In the packages were men’s shoes in the 
first case and a dog crate in the second. 
Estimated losses: $125 and $30. Feb. 13 
and 22.

 A man carrying a package of smoked 
salmon and a container of ice cream 
walked past the checkout stand at the Wil-
low Market on Middlefield Road and left the 
store without paying for the merchandise. 

Police describe the man as white, about 
5 feet 7 inches tall, weighing about 180 
pounds and wearing a green jacket. Esti-
mated loss: $16. Feb. 14.

 Police arrested and booked into county 
jail a Menlo Park woman on suspicion of 
theft. A woman had been seen walking out 
of the Alys Grace clothing store on Santa 
Cruz Avenue with clothing she had not 
paid for. Employees retrieved the clothing 
from the woman’s bag, and police located 
a suspect a short distance from the store. 
Police are also looking into a connection 
with a theft of a purse, also recovered, 
as seen on a surveillance video at Village 
Stationers on Santa Cruz Avenue. Feb. 14 
and 23.

 At the request of the management at 
Staples in the 700 block of El Camino Real, 
police released a man allegedly in posses-
sion of Staples merchandise he had not 
paid for. Police found the man screaming 
to himself and looking into parked cars in 
the 300 block of El Camino Real. Feb. 23.

 Confronted by an employee at BevMo at 
700 El Camino Real, a woman gave up an 
unpaid for bottle of Remy Martin cognac 
that had been in her purse. No loss. Feb. 
17.
Fraud: A cashier at Safeway supermarket, 
using technology designed to spot coun-
terfeit money, detected two fake $100 bills 
a woman handed off to pay for about $170 
in merchandise. After being confronted by 
the cashier, the woman left the store empty 
handed and drove away in a blue Chevro-
let. Police describe her as white, between 
25 and 30 years old, about 5 feet 5 inches 
tall with blonde hair. Feb. 15.

WEST MENLO PARK
Theft: Someone stole a laptop computer 
and soccer gear from a vehicle parked on 
Menlo Oaks Drive. Estimated loss: $1,000. 
Feb. 10.
Vandalism: A vehicle with four tires 
slashed was found parked on Mills Avenue. 
Estimated loss: $1,100. Feb. 12.

F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

Thank You Business Partners!
Platinum Partners - $10,000

Ginny Kavanaugh, Realtor*
Terri Kerwin, Kerwin + Associates

Portola Valley Garage
Gold - $5,000

Turner Horn Realty, Management, and Security
Silver - $2,500

Carrie Davis Real Estate
Pollock Financial Group*

Roberts Market
Village Square Veterinary Hospital*

Bronze - $1,500
Michele Morhenn, Realtor - Coldwell Banker Woodside

Bronze - $1,250
Bianchini's Market

Mary & Brent Gullixson, Alain Pinel Realtors
Service by Medallion

The Symon Group, Alain Pinel Realtors 
The Village Doctor

Westridge Wealth Strategies
Copper $1,000

Lola Sue Crawford, Coldwell Banker
Copper - $500

Alice’s Restaurant
CSI Custom Homes

Loren Dakin, Alain Pinel Realtors
Darci Reimund Designs

DBLin Construction
Jean & Chris Isaacson, Coldwell Banker

Jagoda Architecture Co.
Jared's Custom Homes

Supporter - $250
Alpine Optometry

College Search Strategies
Dynasty Cleaners
Ladera Cleaners

Ladera Garden & Gifts
McNair Group Real Estate Advisors

Parkside Grille
* 7th year participant in the Business Partner Program

Job growth
 Joint Venture CEO and Presi-
dent Russell Hancock said in an 
introduction to the Index that the 
pace of growth in 2016 slowed 
down “ever so slightly,” with the 
region losing a percentage point 
in the rate of job growth.
 He noted that the market has 
made “necessary corrections to 
some overvaluations” and the 
region saw fewer IPOs this past 
year (nine in 2016, compared to 
16 in 2015 and 23 in 2014). 
 Yet he also pointed out that 
there is “no talk of a bubble burst-
ing.” If anything, he wrote, “the 

talk is about the toll our growth 
is taking on the region as we 
move into robotics and artificial 
intelligence.” 
 Mr. Hancock also acknowl-
edged that the region’s growth 
“has its perils.”
 “It strains our infrastructure, 
decreases our quality of living 
and puts housing out of reach for 
too many,” he wrote. “Growth 
can also be troubling when it isn’t 
widely shared. Unfortunately, our 
report shows that income dispari-
ties are more pronounced than 
ever, changing the character of 
our region and raising profound 
questions about community and 
cohesiveness.”
 While the report highlights the 

steep challenges facing the Silicon 
Valley, Mr. Hancock pointed to 
the “growing recognition that 
these challenges ultimately erode 
our innovation ecosystem and 
threaten the very foundation of 
our prosperity.” 
 He alluded in his introduction 
to Measure A and Measure B, 
which Santa Clara County vot-
ers approved last fall to support 
new housing and transportation 
improvements, respectively.
 “Our region’s storied innova-
tion has served us so extremely 
well in the commercial realm,” he 
wrote. “Now, with the stakes so 
high, we need to apply that same 
spirit of innovation to our social 
and civic challenges.”

RAPID GROWTH
continued from page 8

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Storm damage
Storms uprooted two trees along the north bank of Los Trancos Creek in Ladera in early February. 
Erosion of the bank by the diverted water nearly reached Alpine Road. A white tarp covers the 
erosion area. Crews from the West Bay Sanitary District stabilized the area with a stitch pier — 
seven 20-foot-deep concrete pilings located 4 feet apart, according to District Manager Phil Scott.

 POLICE CALLS
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C O M M U N I T Y

By Kate Daly
Special to the Almanac

H
al Taussig, a retired 
United Methodist 
Church pastor from 

Philadelphia, said he is excited to 
be arriving on Ash Wednesday ( 
March 1) to start his month-long 
turn as a “spiritual catalyst” at 
Valley Presbyterian Church in 
Portola Valley.
 The “Spiritual Catalyst” series 
is a program launched by an 
interim leadership team at the 
church while it searches for a 
new pastor. The program has 
invited different speakers to lead 
services, workshops and classes.
 “I take seriously that they are in 
an important transition in the life 
of their congregation,” he says. 
 As a consultant for United 
Methodist churches with declin-
ing membership, Mr. Taussig 
has a lot of experience working 
with other churches.
 He recently retired after 17 
years as a professor at Union 
Theological Seminary in New 
York and travels a lot for speak-
ing engagements. 
 Since he will be in Portola 
Valley for the bulk of the 40 
days of Lent, he has picked a 
central theme for his four ser-
mons: “deepening belonging to 
church, world and society.”
 “You’re supposed to do some-
thing for Lent that’s inward and 
thoughtful,” he says. 
 His stay, he says, is “long 
enough to get the hang of it, but 
short enough so you don’t feel 
like a failure.” 
 His goal is “to think with (the 
congregants) about how they 
might have certain practices that 
will deepen their participation.”
 In his opinion, “hardly any-
body chooses their churches by 
denomination any more. They 
choose by the congregation.” 

 He also attributes the break-
down of denominations to 
secularism.
 Mr. Taussig will be preach-
ing during the regular services 
at 10:45 a.m. on four Sundays: 
March 5, 12, 19 and 26. For an 
hour starting at 9:15 a.m. on all 
four mornings, he will also teach 
an adult education class in the 
Fireside Room of the church, 
which is located at 945 Portola 
Road in Portola Valley. 
 He plans to focus on one of 
the 14 books he has worked on, 
“A New New Testament.” The 
book combines the existing 
New Testament texts with 10 
new texts selected by an inter-
denominational council Mr. 
Taussig chaired. 
 Some of the texts were 
unearthed in Egypt over the last 
century or so and are believed 
to be early Christian scriptures, 
such as the Gospel of Mary 
(Magdalene) and the Gospel of 
Thomas.
 Mr. Taussig also will be lead-
ing workshops on four Mon-
days: March 6, 13, 20 and 27, 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room. A

Visiting pastor helps 
Valley Pres in transition

Pastor Hal Taussig: “I take 
seriously that they are in an 
important transition in the life of 
their congregation.”

 Homeowners, renters and 
businesses in unincorporated 
areas who suffered significant 
storm-related damage are being 
asked by San Mateo County 
to report the damage to the 
county’s Office of Emergency 
Services.
  If the county has enough col-
lective damages it may be able 
to get assistance for through the 
disaster loan program of the 
Small Business Administration. 
The information is also needed 
in case of a presidential disaster 
declaration, which would trig-
ger assistance from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency.
 Reports of storm-related 
damage to private property, 

buildings, homes, businesses 
and vehicles can be made to the 
Office of Emergency Services 
(OES) by phone from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through Friday 
at (650) 363-4099, by email at 
SHERIFFS_disaster@smcgov.
org or via fax at (650) 363-1868.
 Reports should include the 
following: email address, name, 
phone number, address (includ-
ing city and ZIP code), approxi-
mate date the damage occurred, 
if it is a primary or secondary 
residence, a description of the 
storm-related damage, whether 
the report is about a home, rent-
al or business; type of structure 
damaged, and if the property is 
insured.

Storm damage reports sought

By Kate Daly
Special to the Almanac

R
ight now dozens of 
Woodside High School 
students are mastering 

Broadway show tunes and 
perfecting their tap dance 
moves to get ready to mount 
the classic Cole Porter musical 
comedy “Anything Goes.”
 The five performances start 
on March 10 at Woodside 
High School’s Performing 
Arts Center. 
 “With a cast of 50, our 
stage will be transformed to 
a bustling ship deck from the 
vintage 1930s, with larger-
than-life personalities, daz-
zling costumes, soaring music 
from our full orchestra, and 
blow-your-socks-off dance 
numbers,” producer Karen 
Petersen says, 
 The plot revolves around 
a nightclub singer, gangster 
and other colorful characters 
crossing the Atlantic on an 
ocean liner. The story line 
includes a love triangle, black-
mail and mistaken identities.
 “You’re the Top!” “It’s De-
Lovely,” “I Get a Kick Out of 
You,” are some of the signature 
songs written by Cole Porter. 
The script was written by Guy 
Bolton & P.G. Wodehouse, and 

revised by Howard Lindsay & 
Russel Crouse of “Sound of 
Music” fame.
 Barry Woodruff, an alum 
and longtime Woodside High 
theater arts teacher, is direct-
ing this production.
 There will be four perfor-
mances at 8 p.m.: Friday, 
March 10; Saturday, March 
11,, Friday, March 17; and 
Saturday, March 18. A 2 p.m. 

matinee will be held Sunday, 
March 12.
 The theater is located at 199 
Churchill Ave. in Woodside.
 Go to whsdramaboosters.
org or call (650) 367-9750, ext. 
43706, for tickets. The prices 
are $20 for adults, $15 for 
seniors 65 and up, and $10 for 
staff and students in college 
and under. Group tickets can 
be arranged. A

WHS stages ‘Anything Goes’

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
startup with offices in 
Menlo Park has created 
a device that measures 

the number of words a baby 
hears and says, and via an app, 
makes it a game for parents and 
caretakers to increase an infant’s 
exposure to words.
 The business, named Vers-
aMe, sells the device, which is in 
the form of a clip-on plastic star, 
for $199. 
 Nicki Boyd, one of the compa-
ny’s three co-founders, oversees 
the company’s Menlo Park offices 
on Oak Grove Avenue. The other 
two founders, Jon and Chris Bog-
giano, live in North Carolina. 
 The three met while pursuing 
Sloan Fellowships at Stanford 
University, a program connect-
ed with the university’s Gradu-
ate School of Business. During 
their studies, they learned about 
research showing that hearing 
many words in the first few years 
of life is important for brain and 
language development.
 The device is designed to fil-
ter out background noise, such 
as from the TV and radio, and 
only measure words spoken 

directly to the child, Ms. Boyd 
said. It quantifies the babbling, 
or “protowords,” that a baby 
says, she added. It does not dif-
ferentiate between languages or 
track word complexity. 
 Based on what she’s learned in 
developing the device, Ms. Boyd 
has advice for parents: It’s never 
too early to start exposing a baby 
to language. Read together. Talk 

about what you’re seeing as you 
make dinner. Speak in the lan-
guage you’re comfortable with.
 “It doesn’t have to be compli-
cated,” she said. 
 The company has 18 employ-
ees at its two offices, and plans 
to do product development and 
engineering at the Menlo Park 
office and marketing, customer 
service and finance in North 
Carolina. 
 Go to versame.com for more 
information. A

Company says device help tots learn more words

Photo by Maria Carter

Woodside High School players in Cole Porter’s “Anything 
Goes” are, from left, Derek Smith and Sofia Constantini of 
Emerald Hills, and Stefan Sujanski of Woodside.

Photo:  VersaMe

The “Starling,” in the form of a  clip-on plastic star, counts the 
words an infant hears and says.

 BUSINESS
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Woodside   $8,788,000
17900 Skyline Blvd  Large home on over 23 ac of privacy. Bright & open 
flrpln, lg formal LR, DR & gourmet kit. 6 BR 7.5 BA
David Kelsey CalBRE #01242399 650.851.2666

Woodside   $6,995,000
100 Phillip Rd  Craftsman-style estate in Central Woodside. Apprx. 3 flat 
sunny acres w/pool. Studio apt. www.100Phillip.com 5 BR 4.5 BA
Erika Demma CalBRE #01230766 650.851.2666

Menlo Park   $4,998,000
1982 Camino A Los Cerros  Completely updated. Coffered ceilings, 
hardwood floors in every room, & classic millwork. 5 BR 4.5 BA
Tim Kerns CalBRE #01800770 650.324.4456

Portola Valley   $4,350,000
20 Cordova Ct  Stunning 1+ acre offers breathtaking views and amazing 
deck & pool area. 20CORDOVA.COM 5 BR 3 BA
Ginny Kavanaugh CalBRE #00884747 650.851.1961

Menlo Park   $4,095,000
510 Palmer Ln  New Construction with an excellent floor plan on a large lot. 
4 BR 4.5 BA
Tim Kerns CalBRE #01800770 650.324.4456

Menlo Park   $3,325,000
570 Berkeley Ave  Nearly 3/4 acre lot w/60’s built, one-owner home. First 
time on market. Mature trees. 5 BR 2 BA
Nancy Goldcamp CalBRE #00787851 650.325.6161

Atherton   $3,195,000
41 Maple Ave  Charming Atherton Cottage w/ MP Schools. Country chic 
appeal in a tranquil garden setting. 4 BR 4 BA
Tim Kerns CalBRE #01800770 650.324.4456

Woodside   $2,998,000
650 Woodside Dr  SPACIOUS home w/ VIEWS & separate cottage! Great 
Woodside Hills location! 1.29 acres! 4 BR 3 BA
DiPali Shah CalBRE #01249165 650.851.2666

Atherton   $2,698,000
355 Lloyden Park Lane  Tasteful & private 11,700 sf lot. New kitchen, 
master bath, & interior doors. MP/ATH high. 4 BR 2 BA
Camille Eder CalBRE #01394600 650.324.4456

   $2,695,000
261 Gabarda Way  Ladera Mid-Century Modern. 3440 sf on 30+ sf lot. 
Gorgeous wooded setting! Multi-level 5 BR 3 BA
Lovinda Beal CalBRE # 650.851.1961

Los Altos   $2,595,000
745 Campbell Ave  Centrally located in the Rancho Neighborhood of Los 
Altos near schools, parks and shopping 3 BR 2.5 BA
Gwen Luce/Denise Welch CalBRE #00879652/00939903 650.324.4456

Redwood City   $2,495,000
3600 Highland Ave  Totally updated “Mediterranean Villa” w/lrge open floor 
plan. Resort like grounds & views! 4 BR 2.5 BA
Sam Anagnostou CalBRE #00798217 650.851.2666

San Jose   $1,488,000
1098 Queen Anne Dr  Enjoy or update this Durastyle gem w/top Cup schls, 
convenient location&grt neighborhood 3 BR 2 BA
Clara Lee CalBRE #01723333 650.325.6161

San Jose   $1,249,000
3201 Finch Dr  Near the end of a quiet cul-de-sac this beautiful home has 
artistic accents throughout 3 BR 2 BA
Colleen Cooley CalBRE #70000645 650.325.6161

Menlo Park   $1,125,000
624 11Th Ave  Rare find! Well built, carefully maintained home on a quiet 
dead end street. 3 BR 1 BA
Cristina Bliss CalBRE #01189105 650.324.4456

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC.  BRE License #01908304.

 californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. 

Real Estate Agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. 
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
PREGNANT?  
Considering adoption? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
Considering adoption? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
877-362-2401

Water Damage to Your Home?   
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
and maintain the value of your home! 
Set an appt today! Call 855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY

HUGE USED BOOK/CD/DVD SALE

Violin Recital Henry Allison

WISH LIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

130 Classes & 
Instruction
AIRLINE CAREERS  
begin here – Get started by training 
as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 800-725-1563  
(AAN CAN)

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano  
Private piano lessons for all levels, all 
ages. In your home or mine. Bachelor 
of Music, 20+ years exp.  
650/493-6950

Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.  
Most instruments, voice.  
All ages and levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

Paul Price Music Lessons  
In your home. Piano, violin, viola, theory, 
history. Customized. BA music, choral 
accompanist, arranger, early pop and 
jazz. 800/647-0305

135 Group Activities
World’s ONLY Consulting Detectiv

140 Lost & Found
Found Ring.  
Ring in case. Found in Palo Alto 
February 15, on Arastradero near 
Coulombe. Call Palo Alto Police Dept. to 
identify and claim, M-Th, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 
650-329-2200.

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE BOOKS/HELP PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
ASSIST IN FRIENDS BOOKSTORE

FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
Chevrolet 1970 Corvette - $3500

Rare Onan 1963 Westcoasters  
1.5 Onan 3 Wheel Mail Trucks, only 300 
built. One complete drivable vehicle 
(fiberglass body), another complete run-
ning gear from a second vehicle (build 
what you want/spares). Clear CA titles. 
$3800 or best offer for both

202 Vehicles Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
to Heritage for the Blind. FREE 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care of. Call  
800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

GET CASH FOR CARS/TRUCKS!!!  
All Makes/Models 2000-2016! Top $$$ 
Paid! Any Condition! Used or wrecked. 
Running or Not. Free Towing! Call For 
Offer: 1-888-417-9150. (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1-800-743-1482 
(Cal-SCAN)

Old Porsche 356/911/912  
For restoration by hobbyist 1948-1973 
Only. Any condition, top $ paid! PLEASE 
LEAVE MESSAGE (707) 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

237 Barter
DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

245 Miscellaneous
DISH TV - BEST DEAL EVER!   
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo. 
Internet (where avail.) FREE Streaming. 
FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE 
HD-DVR. Call 1-800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

HOME BREAK-INS   
take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! 
Protect your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call  
855-404-7601 (Cal-SCAN)

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS!  
Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/KIT Complete 
Treatment System. Available: Hardware 
Stores and Home Centers. (Cal-SCAN)

KILL ROACHES-GUARANTEED!  
Buy Harris Roach Tablets or Spray. 
Odorless, Long Lasting. Available: 
Hardware Stores, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com. Try Harris Bed Bug 
Killers Too! (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub!  
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. Call  
800-799-4811 for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

SAWMILLS   
From only $4397. Make and Save 
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com  
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN) 

Switch to DIRECTV  
Lock in 2-Year Price Guarantee ($50/
month) w/AT&T Wireless. Over 145 
Channels PLUS Popular Movie Networks 
for Three Months, No Cost! Call  
1-800-385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

Kid’s
Stuff

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
Associate Teacher  
Teacher. 50 year old East Palo Alto 
Montessori school. 12 ECE units 
and some Montessori training pre-
ferred. Fluency in Spanish desirable. 
Competitive salaries, professional devel-
opment, health insurance and personal 
leave.

355 Items for Sale
DID YOU KNOW   
144 million U.S. Adults read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Mind
& Body

420 Healing/
Bodywork
Egg and Dairy Intolerant?  
Floatoffyourplate.com

425 Health Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE  
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. Order 
now! 844-703-9774. (Cal-SCAN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?  
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-relieving 
brace -little or NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hotline Now!  
1-800-796-5091 (Cal-SCAN)

MAKE THE CALL  
to start getting clean today. Free 24/7 
Helpline for alcohol and drug addiction 
treatment. Get help! It is time to take 
your life back! Call Now:  
855-732-4139 (AAN CAN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere.  
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: 844-359-3976. 
(Cal-SCAN)

488 Spa Services
EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release – the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted

Principal Software Engineer  
Send resume to Air Computing, Inc, 
635 High Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301. 

Restaurant: Host/Hostess  
*$250 Signing Bonus  
MacArthur Park, (located next to 
CalTrain in Palo Alto), is looking for 
a professional Host(ess). Applicants 
must be/have: 
-Well groomed and hold a food han-
dlers certificate (or be able to get one 
upon acceptance of position) 
-Punctual 
-Fluent in English 
-Hard working and dedicated with a 
great attitude 
-Flexible schedule at night, including 
weekend availability 
-Able to work ALL holidays (including 
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve/Day, 
Easter, Mother’s/Father’s Day) 
  
*$250 Signing Bonus: 6 months 
after hire date, any employees who 
have not had any disciplinary issues 
will receive a $250 Signing Bonus. 
 
We would prefer to meet you in per-
son, so please stop by 27 University 
Ave. after 4:30 PM to fill out an 
application. If you cannot stop by, 
please e-mail your resume to bet-
tina@macpark.com. Put the position 
you are applying for in the header of 
your e-mail. 
We look forward to meeting you!

560 Employment 
Information
LOCAL DRIVERS WANTED!  
Be your own boss. Flexible hours. 
Unlimited earning potential. Must be 
21 with valid U.S. driver’s license, insur-
ance and reliable vehicle. 866-329-2672 
(AAN CAN)

PAID IN ADVANCE!   
Make $1000 A Week Mailing Brochures 
From Home! No Experience Required. 
Helping home workers since 
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start 
Immediately! www.IncomeStation.net 
(AAN CAN)

Business
Services

604 Adult Care 
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-800-550-4822. 
(Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
Do You Owe Over $10K  
to the IRS or State in back taxes? Our 
firm works to reduce the tax bill or zero 
it out completely FAST. Call now  
855-993-5796 (Cal-SCAN)

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY   
Benefits. Unable to work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon and Associates at 
1-800-966-1904 to start your application 
today! (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Health and Dental Insurance  
Lowest Prices. We have the best rates from 
top companies! Call Now! 888-989-4807. 
(Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s hostile business climate? Gain 
the edge with California Newspaper 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

715 Cleaning 
Services
Isabel and Elbi’s Housecleaning  
Apartments and homes. Excellent refer-
ences. Great rates.  
650/670-7287 or 650/771-8281

Silvia’s Cleaning  
We don’t cut corners, we clean them! 
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service 
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est. 
415/860-6988 

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean Ups 
*Irrigation timer programming. | 
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242  
landaramon@yahoo.com

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

754 Gutter Cleaning
Rain Gutter Cleaning  
Call Dennis (650) 566-1393 
Fully Licensed and Insured.  
20 Yrs experience. Free Est. 

759 Hauling
 J & G HAULING SERVICE  
Misc. junk, office, gar., furn., green 
waste, more. Local, 20 yrs exp. Lic./
ins. Free est. 650/743-8852 

761 Masonry/Brick

MNF Construction  
Concrete and Masonry Retaining 
walls, interlock pavers, natural stone, 
brick. Stamps, concrete design, drive-
ways. Free est. 650/218-4676. Lic. 
1014484. www.mnfconstruction.com

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

EJ Painting and Decorating  
Int/exterior painting. Texture and  
drywall repairs. Stain and varnish.  
10 years exp. Excel. refs. Lic. 
#1011227. 650/679-4953

Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650/322-8325, phone calls 
ONLY.

STYLE PAINTING  
Full service interior/ext. Insured. Lic. 
903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering  
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
artificial turf. 36 yrs exp. No job too 
small. Lic #663703. 650/814-5572

Real
Estate

805 Homes for Rent
Ath: 1+ BR/1BA  
Fully furn. guest house. N/S, N/P. 1 car 
parking. $2,899 mo. + utils. Avail. 3/1. 
Email vs22888@gmail.com

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS   
Free Roommate Service @ RentMates.
com. Find the perfect roommate to 
complement your personality and life-
style at RentMates.com! (AAN CAN)

Palo - $ 1,375.

Woodside, 1 BR/1 BA  
2 rooms for rent in County part of 
Woodside approx 12 miles from Hwy 
280 and 12 miles to Coast Hwy 1. $900 
& $1,100 for beautifully furnished 
rooms w/shared bath & lovely views in 
a private, fully fenced & gated estate. 
Included: utilities, Internet access, 
secure parking, house privileges, 
Direct TV with Netflix & Hulu. Shared 
office space w/valley views also avail-
able. Furnished outdoor areas. No pets 
or smoking. 650-464-2513

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
N. Arizona Wilderness Ranch  
$236 MONTH - Quiet and secluded 37 
acre off the grid self-sufficiency ranch 
bordering 640 wooded acres of State 
Trust lands at cool clear 6,200’ elevation. 
Minutes from historic pioneer town 
and fishing lake. True wilderness with 
free roaming wildlife, no urban noise 
and dark sky nights. Blend of evergreen 
woodlands and grassy meadows with 
sweeping views across surrounding 
uninhabited wilderness mountains 
and valleys. Abundant groundwater, 
rich loam garden soil and maintained 
road access. Camping and RV use ok. 
$27,500, $2,750 dn. with no qualifying 
seller financing. FREE BROCHURE with 
additional property descriptions, prices, 
photos, topo map, weather chart, area 
info. 1st United Realty 800.966.6690. 
(Cal-SCAN) 

855 Real Estate 
Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s highly competitive market? Gain 
an edge with California Newspaper 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the Smart Search Feature. For more 
information call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 
or www.capublicnotice.com  
(Cal-SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$  
for business purpose Real Estate loans. 
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com Call 
818 248-0000 Broker-principal BRE 
01041073. (Cal-SCAN)

Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and an opportunity for 
your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

To place a Classified ad in The Almanac  
call 326-8216 or online at fogster.com

YOU DON’T 
NEED IT, SELL IT IN THE 
ALMANAC 
MARKETPLACE

IF

Public 

Notices

It’s easy to Place your ad via the internet. 
just go to — www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
COMPASSIONATE CARE REGISTRY 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272113  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Compassionate Care Registry, located 
at 1765 Michigan Ave., E. Palo Alto, CA 
94303, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
CLARENCE JACKSON 
1765 Michigan Ave. 
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303 
EVELYN JACKSON 
1765 Michigan Ave. 
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: Married 
Couple. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 23, 2017. 
(ALM Feb. 8, 15, 22, Mar. 1, 2017)

WHITE EAGLE CONSULTING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272232  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
White Eagle Consulting, located at 903 
Theresa Ct., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JOHN S. WILLIAMSON JR. 
903 Theresa Ct. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on February 1993. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 31, 2017. 
(ALM Feb. 8, 15, 22; Mar. 1, 2017)
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BILL FRANZOSA BRE#01103336

Meadows, 
redwoods, 
creek, backs to 
state owned 
open space.  
10 minutes to 
Hwy 1 beaches.

Offered at
$2,800,000

Santa Cruz! Pristine 77 Acres!

(831) 335-8400 | LandLandLand.com

File No. 272274 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: SAN MATEO FOOT AND 
ANKLE CARE, 101 S. San Mateo Drive, 
Suite #212, San Mateo, CA 94401, 
County of San Mateo 
Registered Owner(s): 
COMPREHENSIVE FOOT & ANKLE CARE, 
INC., 2483 Paddock Drive, San Ramon, 
CA 94583 
This business is conducted by: 
a corporation. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A. 
I declare that all information in this 
statement is true and correct. (A regis-
trant who declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be false is 
guilty of a crime.) 
Signature of Registrant: 
Kenneth J. Passeri 
Print name of person signing. If corpora-
tion, also print corporate title of officer: 
Kenneth J. Passeri, President 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of SAN MATEO COUNTY on 
February 02, 2017. 
Notice - In accordance with subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end 
of five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk. Except, as provided in subdivision 
(b) of Section 17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change in the facts 
set forth in the statement pursuant to 
Section 17913 other than a change in 
the residence address of a registered 
owner. A New Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. 
The filing of this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in violation 
of the rights of another under Federal, 
State, or Common Law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code). 
Original 
MARK CHURCH, COUNTY CLERK 
SAN MATEO COUNTY 
BY: ANSHU NAND, 
Deputy Clerk 
CN933657 Feb 15,22, Mar 1,8, 2017

File No. 272272 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: EVgo, 1250 Jefferson Ave., 
Redwood City, CA 94062, County of 
San Mateo 
Registered Owner(s): EVgo Services LLC, 
1000 North Post Oak Road, Suite 240, 
Houston, Texas 77055, Delaware 
This business is conducted by: 
a limited liability company. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: 
1/29/2013. 
I declare that all information in this 
statement is true and correct. (A regis-
trant who declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be false is 
guilty of a crime.) 
Signature of Registrant: Terry O’Day 
Print name of person signing. If corpora-
tion, also print corporate title of officer: 
Terry O’Day, V.P. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of SAN MATEO COUNTY on 
February 02, 2017. 
Notice - In accordance with subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end 
of five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk. Except, as provided in subdivision 
(b) of Section 17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change in the facts 
set forth in the statement pursuant to 
Section 17913 other than a change in 
the residence address of a registered 
owner. A New Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. 
The filing of this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in violation 
of the rights of another under Federal, 
State, or Common Law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code). 
Original 
MARK CHURCH, COUNTY CLERK 
SAN MATEO COUNTY 
BY: ANSHU NAND, 
Deputy Clerk 
CN934024 10205199 SO Feb 15,22, Mar 
1,8, 2017

SKEETER JONES JANITORIAL SERVICE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272304  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Skeeter Jones Janitorial Service, located 
at 655 Oak Grove Ave., Menlo Park, CA 
94025; Mailing address: P.O. Box 603, 
Menlo Park, CA 94026 , San Mateo 
County. 
Registered owner(s): 
REGINALD E. JONES 
1110 Eucalyptus St. 
Manteca, CA 95337 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 

This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 6, 2017. 
(ALM Feb. 15, 22; Mar. 1, 8, 2017)

BETI IN HOMECARE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272360  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Beti IN HomeCare, located at 2200 
Menalto Ave., East Palo Alto, CA 94303, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
SOKOPETI VIMAHI 
2200 Menalto Ave. 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 8, 2017. 
(ALM Feb. 15, 22, Mar. 1, 8, 2017)

DODGE WILLIAMS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272372  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Dodge Williams, located at 1502 Stafford 
St., Redwood City, CA 94062, San Mateo 
County, USA.  
Registered owner(s): 
BRIAN CLIFFORD 
2950 Briarfield Ave. 
Redwood City, CA 94062  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 2-9-17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 9, 2017. 
(ALM Feb. 15, 22; Mar. 1, 8, 2017)

THE COAST RIDGE GROUP 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272132  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
The Coast Ridge Group, located at 91 
Hillbrook Drive, Portola Valley, CA 94028, 
San Mateo County. 
Is (Are) hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): 
JAMES R LUSSIER 
91 Hillbrook Drive 
Portola Valley, CA 94028-7933 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 01/03/2011. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 24, 2017. 
(ALM Feb. 22; Mar. 1, 8, 15, 2017)

ESTILO BEAUTY SALON 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272476  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Estilo Beauty Salon, located at 377 
Grand Ave., So. San Francisco, CA 94080, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
OMAR GONZALO LOPEZ RANGEL 
1716 Bermuda Way 
Antioch, CA 94509 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 17, 2017.  
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

ANDRES GONZALEZ GARDEN 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272308  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Andres Gonzalez Garden, located at 120 
Grace Ave., E. Palo Alto, CA 94303, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ANDRES GONZALEZ TORRES 
120 Grace Ave. 
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 6, 2017.  
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

File No. M-258320 
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF 
THE USE OF A FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME 
Name of the person(s) abandoning the 
use of the Fictitious Business Name: 
NRG eVgo 
Name of Business: NRG EV Services LLC 
Date of original filing: 10/30/2013 
Address of Principal Place of Business: 
211 Carnegie Ctr., Princeton, NJ 08540 
Registrant’s Name: NRG EV SERVICES LLC 
Residence Address: 211 Carnegie Ctr., 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
The business was conducted by: limited 
liability company. 
Signed by owner: Glen Stancil 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of San Mateo County on 
February 15, 2017 

MARK CHURCH, Assessor-County Clerk-
Recorder & Chief Elections Officer. 
BY: DIANA SIRON, Deputy Clerk 
CN934026 10205199 SO  
Mar 1,8,15,22, 2017

File No. M-250389 
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF 
THE USE OF A FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME 
Name of the person(s) abandoning the 
use of the Fictitious Business Name: 
eVgo 
Name of Business: NRG EV Services LLC 
Date of original filing: 5/14/2012 
Address of Principal Place of Business: 
211 Carnegie Ctr., Princeton, NJ 08540 
Registrant’s Name: NRG EV SERVICES LLC 
Residence Address: 211 Carnegie Ctr., 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
The business was conducted by: limited 
liability company. 
Signed by owner: Glen Stancil 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of San Mateo County on 
February 15, 2017 
ARK CHURCH, Assessor-County Clerk-
Recorder & Chief Elections Officer. 
BY: DIANA SIRON, Deputy Clerk 
CN934025 10205199 SO  
Mar 1,8,15,22, 2017

R A TILE AND STONE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272223  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
R A Tile and Stone, located at 1410 Hess 
Rd. Apt. #5, Redwood City, CA 94061, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ELDER ROCAEL ALVARADO MARROQUIN 
1410 Hess Rd. Apt. #5 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 30, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

PIX & PIECES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272528  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Pix & Pieces, located at 325 Sharon Park 
Dr., Ste. 731, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
DEBORAH MAUFER 
350 Sharon Park Dr. Apt. S 26 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 12-30-2011. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 23, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

GABCIN TRUCKING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272472  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Gabcin Trucking, located at 1390 Bay 
Rd., E. Palo Alto, CA 94303, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ELDER EDUARDO MEJIA MORALES 
1390 Bay Rd. 
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 2-16-2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 16, 2017.  
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

SINCARE MEDICAL TOUR CONCIERGE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272432  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Sincare Medical Tour Concierge, located 
at 1670 S. Amphlett Blvd., 214-19#, San 
Mateo, CA 94402, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JACKIE RESIDENTIAL SERVICE FACILITY 
INC. 
1670 S. Amphlett Blvd., 214-19# 
San Mateo, CA 94402 
CA  
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 3/2016. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 14, 2017.  
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

SORIA’S AUTO MOBILE DETAIL 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272467 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Soria’s Auto Mobile Detail, located at 
1837 Clarke Ave., #21, 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303, San Mateo 
County. 
Registered owner(s): 
JUAN SORIA 
1837 Clarke Ave., #21 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
IVAN SORIA 

1837 Clarke Ave., #21 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: A General 
Partnership. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of 
San Mateo County on February 16, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: 
BETTY JOYCE BURGESS 
Case No.: 17PR000131  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the will 
or estate, or both, of BETTY J. BURGESS, 
BETTY J. HENDRIX, BETTY J. TUCKER.  
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: 
JOSEPH PERCY LEE TUCKER JR. in the 
Superior Court of California, County of 
SAN MATEO.  
The Petition for Probate requests that: 
JOSEPH PERCY LEE TUCKER JR. be 
appointed as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the decedent.  
The petition requests the decedent’s 
will and codicils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in the file kept 
by the court.  
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of 
Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the per-
sonal representative will be required to 
give notice to interested persons unless 

they have waived notice or consented 
to the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested person files 
an objection to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court should not 
grant the authority.  
A HEARING on the petition will be held 
on March 13, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. in Dept.: 
28, of the Superior Court of California, 
County of San Mateo, located at 400 
County Center, Redwood City, CA 94063.  
If you object to the granting of the peti-
tion, you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.  
If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within the later 
of either (1) four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined in 
section 58 (b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of 
mailing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You may want 
to consult with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law.  
You may examine the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory 
and appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is available from 
the court clerk. 
 
(ALM Feb. 15, 22; Mar. 1, 2017)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 17CIV00335 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner: LESLIE LEE BUCHALTER filed 
a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:  
LESLIE LEE BUCHALTER to LESLIE LEE 
HERLEIKSON.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: Wed. March 22, 
2017, 9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ, of the Superior 
Court of California, County of San 
Mateo, located at 400 County Center, 
Redwood City, CA 94063. 
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county:  
THE ALMANAC  
Date: February 6, 2017  
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi  
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Feb. 22; Mar. 1, 8, 15, 2017)

650.245.1845 WOODSIDE

"Sometimes 
in the 

winds of 
change 
we find 
our true 

direction."

LEHUA GREENMAN

FILING YOUR FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT? We Offer Professional Help. 
ALMANAC • 223-6578.

PROTECT YOUR  
LEGAL RIGHTS

If it has been 5 years since you filed your Fictitious Business 
Name Statement (your D.B.A.), you must file again to protect 

your legal rights. Check your records now to see if your D.B.A. 
expires this year. Then call Alicia Santillan (650) 223-6578  

or email her at: asantillan@paweekly.com,  
for assistance in refiling. It’s inexpensive and easy.
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