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650.619.6461

hcornish@cbnorcal.com

CalBRE# 00912143

www.HughCornish.com

53 JAMES AVENUE, ATHERTON
Custom Estate Built by Pacifi c Peninsula Group

• Traditional estate custom built in 2007 by renowned architect and builder Pacifi c 

Peninsula Group 

• Central Lindenwood neighborhood at the end of a cul-de-sac 

• Three-level main residence with 4 bedrooms, 4 full baths, and 2 half-baths plus 

living room, gourmet kitchen , family room,  recreation room, theatre, fi tness center 

and wine cellar

• Spacious 1-bedroom, 1-bath guest house with full kitchen

• Approximately 10,745 total square feet 

• Main home: 8,425 square feet

• 3-car garage: 760 square feet

• Guest house: 1,015 square feet

• Storage: 545 square feet

• Pool and spa surrounded in Connecticut bluestone

• Approximately 1.14 acres of exquisitely landscaped grounds by Thomas Klope 

with secret water garden, level lawn, vegetable beds, and specimen trees

• Excellent Menlo Park schools

Top 1% Internationally – Coldwell Banker

Ranked #131 Nationally by The Wall Street Journal, 2016

Over $1.9 Billion in Sales

Offered at $11,995,000     

For video, fl oor plans, additional photos and information, 
visit www.53James.com

Providing A
Network of

Reputable
Home-Improvement

Professionals
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TREASURE 
MARKET

2017
THE LAST HURRAH

Join us! 

Celebrate this beloved 

60-year tradition 

supporting the 

Cantor Arts Center

For event or ticket information, 
call 650-723-2997

 or visit museum.stanford.edu/TM

March 31, April 1 & 2

EARLY REG. BEFORE MARCH 11: $40/$45 AFTER

650.289.5400    WWW.AVENIDAS.ORG 
#AVENIDASTECH2017

SAT., MARCH 25, 8:30AM - 3:30PM
MITCHELL PARK COMMUNITY CENTER   

3700 MIDDLEFIELD RD., PALO ALTO

CO-SPONSORS

2005 Ford Explorer
“Veh
22,067 miles, 5 Passenger, AC, Power Windows,  

4x4, Am/Fm cd, Tow Hitch
Bids accepted in sealed envelopes marked 

West Bay Ford Escape Bid 3-29-2017 bids are  
due by 3pm on March 29, 2017

Awarded to the highest bidder
Public bid opening at 4 PM on Wednesday, March 29, 2017

Locatio
500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025

Bidders must provide the following information in the sealed bid:
Full legal name, current address, phone number, and bid amount.

Vehicle may be inspected from M-F 8am – 4 pm

Vehicles must be picked up and payment received 
within FOUR (4) working days following the bid opening.  

rs are M-F 8 AM to 4 PM.

Payment: Ca  
Money Orders are only accepted forms  

of payment. No personal checks accepted.

Call (650) 321-0384 for more info.
 

adjustments, repairs, refunds or exchanges. By bidding, buyer agrees to indemnify 
and hold harmless the District from any and all damages, injuries,  

and/or causes of action which may involve any equipment, tools, or other goods 
occurring subsequent to the date of this sale. All smog related repairs a 

 

WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT
Invitation to Bid-Surplus Vehicle
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

O
fficials with the Menlo 
Park City School District 
have known all along that 

even if a $390 annual parcel tax 
was approved by voters, they still 
would have work to do to balance 
the district’s budget.

That tax was approved by 78 
percent of the voters in the March 
7 election.

At a March 14 meeting, the dis-
trict’s governing board took one 
step toward making $1.3 million 
in spending cuts over the next 
two budget years by approving 
the elimination of two full-time 
and one half-time non-teaching 
positions. 

The positions that are elimi-
nated are an accountant, an 
administrative assistant and a 
half-time receptionist. The cleri-
cal positions have been vacant 
since January. 

Board members also got a 
look at what’s ahead in a report 
on the district’s current fiscal 
position from Chief Business 
Official Ahmad Sheikholeslami. 
His report suggests the district 
may not be able to continue giv-
ing annual raises to its teachers. 
In the past, teachers have usually 
received raises at the annual Bay 
Area rate of inflation.

The report says the school 
board should consider “tem-
pering salary related increases 
until rate increases in pension 

contributions are stabilized. 
This includes exploring alterna-
tive compensation and benefit 
options to retain and attract tal-
ented staff.” 

Mr. Sheikholeslami also sug-
gests the district explore new 
sources of revenue and find ways 
to cut spending with “additional 
operational efficiencies and cost 
reduction measures.” 

The district’s finance and audit 
committee is also about to dis-
cuss a policy for how to use any 
one-time funding the district 
receives, such as unanticipated 
state money or higher than 
expected property tax revenues. 

Possible use of such funds 
could be to “restore eliminated 
programs, develop new pro-
grams, develop a pension reserve, 
or increase reserve levels,” Mr. 
Sheikholeslami’s report says. 

“Controlling increased spend-
ing will be a key factor to the 
district’s long term stability,” the 
report says. 

The projected budget shows the 
number of teachers in the district 
being reduced by making class 
sizes slightly larger throughout 
the district. Those and other 
cuts will save the district over 
$600,000 each year, with the 
cumulative savings by the 2018-
19 fiscal year of $1.375 million. 

Mr. Sheikholeslami said the 
board could choose to make dif-
ferent cuts when it actually adopts 
the next fiscal year’s budget in 
June. A

Crews under contract with 
the state Department of Trans-
portation are busy installing a 
retaining wall to shore up an 
eroded bank along La Honda 
Road (Hwy. 84) near the inter-
section with Friars Lane.

Work on at least one retaining 
wall further west and further 
uphill on La Honda Road had 
been underway after storm 
water runoff caused the roadbed 
to subside just east of Grand-
view Drive. But problems arose 

with utility lines, leading to a 
need to take down trees, which 
then led to a delay on the road-
work and the start of work on a 
second retaining wall about one 
mile to the east at Friars Lane, 
foreman Joel Duckworth of 
Granite Construction told the 
Almanac.

At Friars Lane, a section of 
the road’s shoulder had eroded 
to such an extent that a vehicle 
traveling past at night could eas-
ily run off the road and descend 

15 to 20 feet into mud deposited 
there from erosion by storm 
water runoff.

As the photo accompanying 
this story shows, the heavy 
equipment is sitting on a flat 
earthen table. This new surface 
was built by crews to accom-
modate a mobile drilling rig and 
the drilling of post holes into 
the rebuilt shoulder to accept 
long pilings to form a skeleton 
for a retaining wall, Mr. Duck-
worth said. 

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he sense of privacy that 
Portola Valley residents 
and visitors have when 

driving into or out of town 
may be in the balance Wednes-
day night, March 22, when 
the Town Council meets to 
discuss and possibly act on a 
recommendation by town staff 
to install license-plate-reading 
cameras at the town’s entrances 
and exits to assist with criminal 
investigations.

In a 50-page staff report, 
responding to a Nov. 9 council 
directive, Town Manager Jeremy 
Dennis recommended that the 
council allocate up to $266,000 
to install fixed cameras on 

Portola Road near the Woodside 
border, on Arastradero Road 
near the county border, and on 
Alpine Road just past Ford Field. 
The costs include $139,500 for 
cameras and equipment and 
$122,300 for installation.

Go to tinyurl.com/VqfTL for 
the report. Go to Page 147. 

The council’s March 22 meet-
ing starts at 7 p.m. in the Com-
munity Hall at Town Center at 
765 Portola Road.

Portola Valley experienced 
two home-invasion robberies in 
2016, one of which reportedly 
involved injuries to a resident. 
Alarm in the community led to 
meetings with San Mateo Coun-
ty sheriff ’s deputies on home 
security issues and the formation 
of neighborhood watch groups. 

The council will soon be hear-
ing from the Architectural and 
Site Control Commission, which 
held study sessions recently 
and is recommending home-
security-related changes to the 
residential design guidelines.

The camera installations 
would take 16 weeks to 18 weeks. 
The result: photos of the license 
plates of every passing vehicle 
stored in a database for up to six 
months and accessible by sher-
iff ’s deputies, Mr. Dennis says. 

Ideally, photos not needed 
for an active investigation 
would be deleted after 30 
days, but the technology is 
not yet available to make such 

distinctions, Mr. Dennis says.
The town has been in conver-

sation with the Ladera Com-
munity Association and the 
Sheriff ’s Office on the idea of 
moving the Alpine Road cam-
era further east to a location 
somewhere between La Cuesta 
Drive and Interstate 280. Such 
a placement would also capture 
the plates of drivers entering and 
leaving unincorporated Ladera 
and would reduce costs to Por-
tola Valley by about $74,000, Mr. 
Dennis says.

Policies governing the use of 
the photos would emphasize pri-
vacy protection for residents and 
visitors, and simplicity of lan-
guage, the report says. Colors of 
the camera poles and equipment 
should be determined by the 

Architectural and Site Control 
Commission, the report says.

The commission on March 13 
agreed to recommend that the 
council amend the residential 
design guidelines to encourage 
use of motion-sensitive lights; to 
prepare a “frequently asked 
questions” document on how to 
make a home safe, emphasizing 
how to best use exterior light; 
and to update the outdoor light-
ing ordinance. A

Local News

Photo by Natalia Nazarova

The hole shown being drilled in this photo is meant to accept a vertical metal piling, part of a skeleton for 
a retaining wall going in on La Honda Road near the intersection with Friars Lane in Woodside to shore up a 
section of road shoulder eroded by storm water runoff. 

School board examines 
cost-reduction options

Building La Honda Road retaining wall

Town may install license-plate-reading cameras
The cameras would 

photograph all vehicles 
entering and leaving 

town to aid in criminal 
investigations.

 PORTOLA VALLEY
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PV Schools Foundation 2016-2017

Portola Valley Schools Foundation Thanks

Portola Valley Garage
For Being a 2nd Year Platinum Partner  

and Donating $10,000  
to Our Schools 2016-2017 School Year

COMPOST GIVEAWAY

FOR MORE INFORMATION

• Visit menlopark.org/compostevents

• Call 650-330-6720

Is your soil in need of nutrient replenishment to support your dream garden? 
You’re in luck!

Saturday, April 1, 2017 
7:00 a.m.  
(while supplies last) 
Bedwell Bayfront Park 
1600 Marsh Road 
Menlo Park, CA

Creating an  
environmentally  
sound community

GET YOUR FREE COMPOST

• Available the 1st Saturday of the month (except December and January)

• Bring proof of residency, a shovel and your own containers

• Take up to 1 cubic yard (two 96-gal containers)

N E W S

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter being postponed five 
times, the sentencing 
hearing for former Men-

alto Cleaners owner Edwin Gary 
Smith was finally held Friday, 
March 17. Criminal Presiding 
Judge Elizabeth Lee sentenced 
Mr. Smith, 64, to six years in state 
prison. 
 Mr. Smith, whose Menalto 
Cleaners was at 1921 Menalto 
Ave. in Menlo Park, was accused 
of making unauthorized charges 
on customer credit 
cards. There were alle-
gations from 19 cus-
tomers who claimed 
they lost a total of 
more than $350,000.
 In July 2016, Mr. 
Smith pleaded no con-
test to eight felonies: 
one count of fraudu-
lent use of “an access 
card” for grand theft, 
and seven counts of identity 
theft, according to San Mateo 
County prosecutors.
 Mr. Smith had customers’ 
credit card numbers on file and 
billed them monthly for dry 
cleaning services.

 Several cus-
tomers con-
fronted Mr. 
Smith about 
u n a u t h o r -
ized charges 
and Mr. Smith 
a l l e g e d l y 
agreed to pay 
them back, but 
did not and continued to make 
unauthorized charges, prosecu-
tors said.
 Two customers alerted police 
and others came forward after an 
investigation, prosecutors said.

     During the sentenc-
ing hearing, prosecu-
tors sought an eight-
year prison term for 
Mr. Smith. According 
to prosecutors, Mr. 
Smith read a statement 
“asking for mercy, say-
ing that he is aware 
of the trust that he 
betrayed and that he 
has a plan for repay-

ment when he gets out.” 
 Mr. Smith will get credit for 32 
days served. 
 A restitution hearing is sched-
uled to be held May 5 to deter-
mine how much Mr. Smith will  
have to repay victims. A

 A $4,400 cash bonus for Menlo 
Park City Manager Alex McIntyre 
was approved by the City Council 
on March 14,  following a closed 
session to review his performance 
over the past six months. 
 In September 2016, Mr. 
McIntyre’s contract with the city 
was extended to March 2018, 
and his salary was increased to 
$221,800 a year, up $4,300 from 
his previous contract. He also 
received a $15,000 bonus at the 
time. 
 A staff report indicated that 
the second bonus was contin-
gent upon “achieving substantial 
progress on the Council’s priority 
projects.” 
 Mr. McIntyre’s contract 
includes retirement contributions 
from the city, plus the equivalent 
in cash of what the city would pay 
toward his health insurance pre-
mium if he opts out of the city’s 
health insurance plan.

New officers
 The Menlo Park Police Depart-
ment has hired two new officers, 
James Walbridge and Alicia Fajar-
do. They graduated from the Col-
lege of San Mateo police academy 
on March 16 after six months of 
training and will get field training 
with the police department for 
several months.
 Menlo Park Police Command-
er Dave Bertini teaches at the 
police academy and won an 

“Outstanding Instructor” award 
at the same graduating ceremony, 
according to police department 
spokesperson Nicole Acker. 

Volunteers sought
 The city of Menlo Park is look-
ing for volunteers to fill various 
commission openings. 
 Current vacancies: 
 • One seat (four-year-term) on 
the Planning Commission. 
 • Two seats on the Complete 
Streets Commission. (Those 
appointed will be part of a one-
year pilot merger between the 
bicycle and transportation com-
missions, and could serve a term 
of up to four years.)
 • One seat (four-year term) 
on the Environmental Quality 
Commission.
 • One seat (two-year term) 
on the Finance and Audit 
Committee.
 • Two seats (four-year terms) on 
the Housing Commission.
 • One seat (four-year term) on 
the Library Commission.
 • Two seats (four-year terms) 
on the Parks and Recreation 
Commission.
 The deadline to submit applica-
tions to the City Clerk’s Office is 
5:30 p.m. Monday, April 3.
 Go to is.gd/seat22 for more 
information.

Ex-dry cleaner sentenced 
to six years in prison

City manager gets bonus 

AlmanacNews.com

LET’S DISCUSS:
Read the latest local news headlines and 

talk about the issues at Town Square at 

AlmanacNews.com

 MENLO BRIEFS

He was 
accused 

of making 
unauthorized 
charges on 
customers’ 
credit cards.

Photo by Michelle Le
E. Gary Smith 
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M
enlo Park’s main 
library in the Civic 
Center should more 

than double in size to add rooms 
for studying, tutoring, meetings 
and perhaps a “maker space,” 
according to the architectural 
consulting firm Noll & Tam.
 Also, more room is needed 
for children and teen areas, the 
firm says.
 Hired by the city to conduct 
a “space needs study” of the 
library, the firm developed 
three options for a renovated 
or new library of 44,000 square 
feet, compared with the cur-
rent 20,600 square feet.
  The options will be dis-
cussed at the Menlo Park City 
Council meeting on March 
28, when the council may pick 
one option to pursue 
further.
 The library was 
built in 1959 and 
remodeled in 1990. 
A “space needs 
study” has been on 
the library’s to-do 
list for several years, 
said Library Direc-
tor Susan Holmer, 
but that had to wait until the 
library completed its strategic 
planning process. 
 The library could switch 
from having public access 
computer stations to loaning 
out laptops that can be used 
anywhere at the library. A cafe 
could even be considered, Ms. 
Holmer said, but those are hard 
to keep operating because they 
don’t usually make money.
 One option, a remodel, 
would involve adding 23,400 
square feet to the existing 
facility. Two wings of the exist-
ing library would be removed, 
and spaces for group meetings, 
staff, teens and children would 
be added. 
 That would cost an estimated 
$32.3 million. Advantages of 
this plan, according to the Noll 
& Tam report, are that it would 
be the lowest-cost option and 
would save and reuse some 
parts of the existing library. 
This would still keep one of 
the f loors underground and 

take up more space at the Civic 
Center site. 
 Another option is to build 
a new one-story library. That 
would eliminate the library’s 
current basement and expand 
the library’s footprint at the 
Civic Center. It is estimated to 
cost $41.3 million. 
 Advantages are that it would 
provide good daylight and not 
require people to move up or 
down f loors. Disadvantages 
are that many trees would 
likely have to be removed, 
there would be less outdoor 
seating, and less growth could 
occur there in the future. 
 A third option is to build 
a new two-story library 
and eliminate the current 
basement. 
 This option — expected to 
cost $40.3 million — would 
have the smallest footprint, 

thereby enabling 
more  outdoor 
activities.
 Where the 
f u nding wou ld 
come from, Ms. 
Holmer said, is 
a big question. It 
could come from 
some combination 
of the city’s capi-

tal improvement program, a 
bond measure, community 
fundraising, and the library 
foundation.
 As for the timeline, it’s 
expected to take 18 months 
from the date of approval 
to design the library and 
secure permits, and another 18 
months to build the new facil-
ity, according to the report.
 There is also interest in 
expanding library facilities 
and services at the Belle Haven 
Branch library, Ms. Holmer 
said. Since that library is 
located on the property of the 
Ravenswood City School Dis-
trict, the city doesn’t control 
capital improvements there. 
 Library staff plan to ask for 
funding in next year’s budget 
to conduct a “needs assess-
ment” for the Belle Haven 
branch library, she said. A

Go to is.gd/needs24 to see the 
space needs study, including 

diagrams of the options.

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Menlo Park City Coun-
cil voted unanimously 
March 14 to sign on to a 

“friend of the court” brief sup-
porting lawsuits by Santa Clara 
County and San Francisco that 
challenge the constitutionality 
of a Jan. 25 executive order by 
President Donald Trump.
 That executive order would 
withhold federal funds from 
any jurisdiction that the U.S. 
attorney general decides has 
policies that fit the criteria 
of a “sanctuary jurisdiction,” 
defined as those that “willfully 
violate Federal law in an attempt 
to shield aliens from removal 
from the United States.” 
 The “friend of the court” brief 
— or briefs (there could be sepa-
rate documents for the two suits, 
acknowledged City Attorney Bill 
McClure) — is being drafted by 
the San Francisco law firm Lieff 
Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein 
LLP, which is doing the work on 
a pro bono basis, as confirmed 
by an attorney at the firm. 
 City Attorney Bill McClure 
and Councilman Ray Mueller 
said they have given feedback to 
the firm about the brief. 
 One point they made clear to 
the firm, Mr. Mueller said, is 
that Menlo Park not be char-
acterized as a “sanctuary city” 
since the city has made no deci-
sion about that. The council is 
scheduled to discuss that issue 
April 4.
 The text of the brief and the 
number of jurisdictions signing 
it will not be available until the 
document is filed, likely on the 
March 22 deadline. 
 If the courts do not intervene, 
Mr. Mueller said, Santa Clara 
County could lose up to $1.7 
billion in federal funding, or 
about one-fourth to one-third of 
its total budget, much of which 
goes to infrastructure and social 
services. Menlo Park, as a 
neighbor to Santa Clara County, 
would be adversely affected by 
the withholding of such funds, 
he said, even if Menlo Park does 
not declare itself a “sanctuary 
city.”
  Councilman Rich Cline said 
the city has effectively com-
municated political support for 
other lawsuits in the past via 
“friend of the court” briefs and 
that he believed it was time to 
“signal to some people we want 
to create a safe haven of some 
sort for our residents,” he said. 
“I don’t think we should make 
a habit of standing on the side-
lines on issues like this.”

 Councilman Peter Ohtaki was 
wary of signing onto a docu-
ment that he hasn’t read yet, 
and likely won’t get a chance to 
read before it is filed with the 
court, but ultimately supported 
it. Mr. McClure said that council 
members don’t usually see briefs 
before they are filed, and that 
the main legal arguments of the 
case are already in the lawsuits.
 Councilwomen Kirsten Keith 
and Catherine Carlton called 
into the meeting from Washing-
ton, D.C., and both expressed 
support for joining the brief.
 During a public comment 
period, eight Menlo Park resi-
dents spoke in favor of the city 
joining the brief. Among them 
were attorney Gail Slocum, a 
former Menlo Park council 
member, who last week par-
ticipated in a meeting of People 
Power, an ACLU-affiliated pro-
gram encouraging people across 
the U.S. to pressure their local 
governments to pass nine ordi-
nances that offer protections to 
residents. 
 “Whether or not a city 
becomes a sanctuary city, this 
(the executive order) is an 
attempt to infringe on cities’ 
and counties’ right of self-deter-
mination,” Ms. Slocum said. “I 
believe it is unconstitutional.” 
 Sammy Katta, a Menlo Park 
resident who is pursuing a doc-
toral degree in neuroscience at 
Stanford, said it was her first 

time attending a Menlo Park 
council meeting, but said she felt 
compelled to attend after going 
to a People Power meeting with 
Ms. Slocum. She said she grew 
up in San Mateo County and 
knows undocumented people 
who could be affected by Presi-
dent Trump’s executive order.
 Jen Mazzon, who is leading a 
group of Menlo Park residents 
called “Radical Resilience,” 
which supports the adoption 
of a “sanctuary city” ordi-
nance in Menlo Park, argued 
that it is not the job of cities 
to enforce immigration laws. 
That’s a federal responsibility, 
she said, and withholding funds 
from cities that don’t do so is 
unconstitutional. 
 She argued that communities 
do better when undocumented 
immigrants are able to report 
crime, seek help from the police, 
attend school or visit the doctor 
without fear of being questioned 
about their immigration status. 
 Menlo Park resident Adina 
Levin, who often advocates for 
Caltrain and transit infrastruc-
ture, echoed support for Menlo 
Park joining the amicus brief. 
She said that her father was a 
refugee from the Holocaust who 
fled Poland before the Nazis 
arrived. At the time, she said, 
there was an environment in 
which people were threatened 
to inform on their neighbors. 
 “I feel a personal responsibil-
ity to not be complicit in any-
thing that looks like that,” she 
said.  A

Dear Monica: A house has 
just come on the market 
that I love but almost the 
entire back yard is taken up 
with a pool. I don't want a 
pool and I don't know how  
difficult it is to remove one. 
Can you advise me?
       Jack B 

Dear Jack: If you like the 
property don't be deterred 
because the pool is there. 
Removing it is neither  

difficult nor is it expensive. 
Depending on the size and 
accessibility, a pool can 
be removed in the $15,000 
range. You will need to 
invest in new landscaping 
after removing the pool 
but your garden will be 
much more useable. You 
can create the spaces that 
suit your taste and needs 
and your enjoyment of 
the property will increase 
tremendously.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may  
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.  
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

What To Do With A Pool

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

N E W S

Architect proposes  
doubling size of 

Menlo Park Library

Council backs suits challenging 
Trump’s ‘sanctuary city’ order

 MENLO PARK

Expansion 
would add 
room for 
tutoring, 

meetings, kids 
and teens. 

Like us on
www.facebook.com/AlmanacNews
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he long-awaited Santa 
Cruz Avenue sidewalk 
construction project in 

Menlo Park is finally underway. 
Sidewalks are being built on the 
north side of Santa Cruz Avenue 
between Olive Street and John-
son Street, and on the south side 
between Olive Street and Arbor 
Road. 

The sidewalks will be 6-feet 
wide and the project will have 
flashing pedestrian crosswalks, 
and new drainage systems so 
that there won’t be flooding or 
pooling in neighboring yards 
when it rains. The sidewalks will 
contain a 3-inch conduit to hold 
fiber optic cables in the future to 
monitor vehicular traffic. 

After the project was approved 
by the City Council in March 
2015, public works staff learned 
it would cost more than 
expected. Further funding was 
approved in June 2016. The lat-
est cost estimate is $5.9 million. 

Last August, the water pro-
vider in that area, California 

Water Service, stepped forward 
with plans to replace the 6-inch 
water main, which ran on one 
side of Santa Cruz Avenue, with 
a 12-inch main in the center of 
the street. That work had to be 
done first, so it delayed the side-
walk construction further. 

Construction is occurring in 
four phases, according to city 
staff: 

 Late February to early April: 
south side of Santa Cruz Avenue 
between Olive Street and San 
Mateo Drive

 Early April to mid-May: 
south side of Santa Cruz Avenue 
between San Mateo Drive and 
Fremont Street. 

 Mid-May to mid-July: north 
side of Santa Cruz Avenue 
between Johnson Street and San 
Mateo Drive. 

 Mid-July to late September: 
north side of Santa Cruz Avenue 
between San Mateo Drive and 
Olive Street. 

The project is expected to be 
completed in late September. A

Santa Cruz Ave. sidewalk finally under construction 

Photo by Michelle Le

Contractors build a sidewalk along Santa Cruz Avenue in Menlo Park. The sidewalk will run on the north 
side from Olive Street to Johnson Street, and on the south side from Olive Street to Arbor Road.

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A
long the half-mile 
stretch of Alma Street, 
from the Palo Alto bor-

der to Ravenswood Avenue 
in Menlo Park, there is no 
place where drivers can cross 
the Caltrain tracks to head 
downtown. 

For pedestrians and bicy-
clists, that lack of access can 
be particulalry irritating, but 
there may be a light at the end 
of the tunnel, at least for them. 

The Menlo Park City Coun-
cil on March 14 approved a 
$541,635 contract with the 
transportation consulting firm 
AECOM to study and design a 
way for pedestrians and bicy-
clists to cross over or under 
the Caltrain tracks at Middle 
Avenue. 

The project, also intended to 
give pedestrians and bicyclists  
better access to downtown and 
the Civic Center, has a total 
budget of $700,000, including 
contingencies and staff time. 
The bulk of the money comes 
from a San Mateo County 
grant, funded by the Measure 
A half-cent sales tax. The city 
will contribute $210,000.

AECOM was one of two 
applicants for the contract.

City staff are also work-
ing with AECOM on another 

project: evaluating where and 
how roads that cross the train 
tracks may be separated from 
the rails by tunneling under 
them or bridging over them. 

Middle Avenue plaza
In plans submitted by Stan-

ford University to build a 
459,000-square-foot mixed-
use complex along El Camino 
Real, a focal part of the design 
is a public-access plaza at 
Middle Avenue that will be 
integrated with the Middle 
Avenue Caltrain crossing. 

The crossing is a city project, 
but the university has agreed to 
make a significant contribu-
tion toward the construction.

While it hasn’t been decided 
whether the bike and pedes-
trian crossing will go over 
or under the Caltrain tracks, 
the informal consensus, at 
least among Stanford planners, 
points to an undercrossing 
being the more feasible option. 

If all goes according to the 
project’s initial timeline, 
AECOM could host its first 
community meeting to gather 
feedback on the project in the 
spring, and the City Council 
could pick its preferred cross-
ing alternative in December 
2017. A

Contract awarded for bike, 
pedestrian rail crossing By Kate Bradshaw

Almanac Staff Writer

W
hile debate persists 
in online forums and 
emails to the City 

Council about whether Menlo 
Park should become a “sanctu-
ary city,” Jesse Cool’s Flea Street 
Cafe has declared itself a “sanc-
tuary restaurant.” 

The organic and local food 
destination, located at 3607 
Alameda de las Pulgas in West 
Menlo Park, registered as a 
“sanctuary restaurant” on 
March 17, and is the only food 
establishment between Burl-
ingame and Santa Cruz to be 
so registered, according to the 
movement’s website, sanctu-
aryrestaurants.org.

Ms. Cool said she and the res-
taurant staff made this decision 
together, in an effort to support 
restaurant employees who are 
immigrants or whose family 
members are immigrants. She 
learned about the movement 
from a colleague and was a 
quick supporter. 

The initiative is a joint project 
of the Restaurant Opportuni-
ties Centers (ROC) United and 
Presente.org, according to its 
website. Registered restaurants 
with the group are said to pro-
mote a “zero tolerance policy for 
sexism, racism, and xenophobia, 
and (the belief) that there is a 
place at the table for all.”

 At Flea Street Cafe, signs 

are posted and fliers distrib-
uted in support of the initiative. 
Employees are informed of 
their rights when dealing with 
immigration officers. And for 
customers, at the bottom of each 
receipt is this message: “Immi-
grants Make America Great! 
We all come from families of 
immigrant descent.”

The restaurant staff “were 
very moved,” Ms. Cool said. 
“They felt like they were really 
respected and cared for.” 

All of the restaurant’s employ-
ees are legal residents, Ms. Cool 
said, but that’s hasn’t kept some 
of them, particularly those with 
families from Mexico or Central 
or South America, from voicing 
concerns about what might hap-
pen during the Trump admin-
istration, given the president’s 
plans to build a wall between 
Mexico and the U.S., restrict 
immigration and deport undoc-
umented residents. 

“They are our workforce and 
should be treated and paid with 
complete respect,” Ms. Cool 
said, referring to employees who 
are immigrants. “They take care 
of me. They take care of my cus-
tomers. We need to take care of 
them.”

Some staff, she said, expressed 
concern that the move could 

deter some customers from 
eating there. So far, customer 
responses have been positive, 
but, she noted, negative respons-
es may not be expressed publicly.

“If there are people that don’t 
agree with us or think this is 
wrong and they don’t want to 
dine with us, that’s OK,” she 
said. “There will be others who 
do. I think standing up during 
times like this for what you 
believe is right, is important.”

To her, making a public 
expression of support for immi-
grants was a personally signifi-
cant action. “My parents came 
through Ellis Island,” said Ms. 
Cool. “A lot of our families 
started as immigrants — look 
at Trump’s wife. To instill fear 
without really thoughtful con-
sideration for people who may 
have come from other places 
and are living here, and have 
gone through due process to live 
here — it’s just scary.”

Go to  sanctuaryrestaurants.
org for more information. 

The Menlo Park City Council 
is scheduled to discuss passage 
of a sanctuary city ordinance at 
its meeting on Tuesday, April 4. 
The meeting starts at 7 p.m. in 
the council chambers at 701 
Laurel St. in the Menlo Park 
Civic Center. A

Flea Street Cafe, a ‘sanctuary restaurant’

 MENLO PARK

 MENLO PARK

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition.  

Go to AlmanacNews.com to sign up. 
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Pacific Union is pleased 
to welcome Rich Bassin 

Rich Bassin
650.400.0502
rich.bassin@pacunion.com
License # 00456815

Rich has been a top producing agent for over 35 years with a 
special emphasis in new construction particularly in Atherton 
and Menlo Park.  Rich has become an expert in helping 
owners downsize and take advantage of their property’s 
potential even after they’ve sold. This is just one of the 
reasons we are proud to announce his new affiliation. 
 
Contact Rich to see how you might also manage to benefit 
from your home’s legacy beyond the sale!

Pacific Union Real Estate 
1706 El Camino Real, Suite 220
Menlo Park, CA 94025

www.pacificunion.com
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By Renee Batti
Almanac Associate Editor

C
arl Clark of Menlo Park, 
who for 66 years was 
denied official recogni-

tion as a World War II hero 
because of the color of his skin 
and was finally awarded a medal 
in 2012, died on March 16. Mr. 
Clark celebrated his 100 birthday 
last July.
 His daughter, Karen Collins, 
said her father’s health had been 
in decline since he took a fall in 
December. But “he was an old 
fighter” and wouldn’t go to the 
hospital for some time after the 
fall, she said. He died at the VA 
hospital.
 In January 2012 at a ceremony 
at Moffett Field in Mountain 
View, Mr. Clark was presented 
the Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal with the 
Combat Distinguishing Device 
by then-Secretary of the Navy 
Ray Mabus, who acknowledged 
that the medal was a “long, long 
overdue recognition” of Mr. 
Clark’s heroism aboard the USS 
Aaron Ward in 1945, when the 
ship was hit by six kamikaze 
planes.
 Secretary Mabus spoke during 

the ceremony of the military’s 
record of racism that prevented 
African Americans like Mr. 
Clark from being honored for 
valor — those who “risked their 
lives for their nation,” fighting 
for American ideals and the 
promise of justice that the coun-
try hadn’t fulfilled for them.
 On the Aaron Ward, Mr. 
Clark headed an eight-man 
damage-control unit designated 
to put out fires and take on 
other urgent roles if the ship 
were attacked. On May 3, 1945, 
Mr. Clark’s ship was hit by the 
Japanese planes; he was cred-
ited by his commanding officer 
for saving the ship, single-
handedly putting out the many 
fires threatening to sink it. He 
also was credited for rescu-
ing injured shipmates, carrying 
them to the infirmary for urgent 
medical care even though he 
was badly injured himself.
 Mr. Clark’s actions that long-
ago day and into the night 
“played an undeniably signifi-
cant role” in saving the ship and 
the lives of countless sailors, 
Congresswoman Anna Eshoo, 
D-Menlo Park, said during the 
awards event. It was Rep. Eshoo 
who worked for two years to 

secure official military recogni-
tion for Mr. Clark after being 
informed of his heroism by 
Sheila Dunec, a writing instruc-
tor who met Mr. Clark when he 
took a class she offered for those 
wanting to write about their 
World War II experiences. 
 On Monday, Rep. Eshoo 
praised Mr. Clark for his valor 
and his “inner refinement.” “He 
could have become a very bitter 
person, but he didn’t,” she said.
 When she took on the effort 
to see that Mr. Clark was final-
ly recognized for his heroism, 
she knew it would be difficult 
because many of the military’s 
records of that period had been 
destroyed in a warehouse fire, 
and all but two men who served 
with him and could testify 
about his actions were dead, 
she said. “But I was hellbent to 
make sure he was honored,” she 
said, calling him “an extraordi-
nary man — a true American 
hero.”
 Last December, before his fall, 
Mr. Clark traveled to Hawaii 
with fellow veterans to ride in a 
parade and attend a ceremony 
acknowledging the 75th anni-
versary of the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. Mr. Clark was at Pearl 

Harbor during the Dec. 7 attack.
 “He said that was the best time 
he had — ever,” Ms. Collins said 
of the recent trip, during which 
“he was treated like royalty.”
 Funeral services for Mr. Clark 
will begin at 11 a.m. Friday, 
March 31, at St. Francis of Assisi 
Church in East Palo Alto; a 

reception will follow. There will 
be a quiet hour at the church at 
7 p.m. Thursday, March 30.
 Ms. Collins is Mr. Clark’s only 
surviving child. A son, Karl 
Clark, died in 2008. He is also 
survived by a sister, Korea 
Strowder of Washington, D.C., 
and many nieces and nephews. A

World War II hero Carl Clark dies at 100

Please join us for the annual
Enjoy  on all Brown Jordan collections.

�������
Interior Design & Distinctive Furniture

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

World War II veteran Carl Clark of Menlo Park salutes 
Secretary of the U.S. Navy Ray Mabus during his commendation 
ceremony held at Moffett Field on Jan. 17, 2012.
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Looking for 
a Financial 
Consultant 
who’s into 
accountability?

Meet Therese.

®  
 

Menlo Park 
650-614-2000

For a full list of branches in the San Francisco Bay Area, visit us at Schwab.com/BayArea

Brokerage Products: Not FDIC-Insured • No Bank Guarantee • May Lose Value
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By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Woodside Town Coun-
cil on March 14, in a 
unanimous vote, gave 

preliminary approval to an ordi-
nance intended to make it easier 
for residents to build second 
units — now referred to by the 
state as accessory dwelling units. 
The ordinance includes a provi-
sion that these dwellings cannot 
be rented for fewer than 30 days.

New state laws designed to 
provide more housing afford-
able to people of low and 
moderate incomes took effect 
on Jan. 1. The new ordi-
nance would bring Woodside’s 
municipal code into compli-
ance with the new laws.

The council will consider 
and vote on the ordinance a 
second time, probably at its 

next meeting on March 28. 
If approved, the ordinance 
becomes law 30 days later.

Among the changes in the 
proposed ordinance:

 Accessory dwelling units 
would be required to have 
just one parking space per 
unit, down from two spaces. 
However, the town code will 
continue to include provisions 
allowing for additional park-
ing, according to a staff report.

 Property owners in the R1 

zoning district — principally 
in Woodside Glens and Emer-
ald Hills — with properties of 
at least 20,000 square feet may 
build accessory dwelling units 
that are detached from the 
main residence. On smaller 
properties in the R1 district, 
the dwelling units must be 
attached.

 A building permit for an 
accessory dwelling unit may 
be approved by Town Hall 
staff if the structure is located 
within an existing residence, 
has independent access to the 
outside, and has side and rear 
property line setbacks that are 
sufficient for fire safety.

Short-term rentals
The 30-day restriction on 

rental units was not part of 
state law. The council held a 
study session on short-term 
rentals last October at which 
most of the comments from the 
public were complaints about 

the disruption caused by short-
term rentals, such as those done 
through Airbnb. Events involv-
ing groups of people have been 
particularly troubling to neigh-
bors, Town Manager Kevin 
Bryant said at the time.

At the study session, Coun-
cilman Peter Mason suggested 
that the council focus on 
worst cases and “quickly put 
something in that allows us to 
defend the community.”

The 30-day restriction was 
one of several ideas proposed 
at the study session. Others 
included no corporate leasing 
within residential areas, limit-
ing the number of rentals in a 
calendar year, and requiring 
the homeowner to be living on 
the property.

The council asked staff to 
prepare a report with six or 
seven approaches to the prob-
lem and including some com-
mon regulating ideas, such as 
using nuisance laws. A

COMMISSION VACANCIES RECRUITMENT

FOR MORE INFORMATION
• Visit menlopark.org/commissions

• Call 650-330-6620

• Email piaguilar@menlopark.org 
 

Developing leaders within the community

The City has openings on several commissions and committees. 
Help examine issues of community concern and provide guidance 
to the City Council.

• Complete Streets – 2
• Environmental Quality – 1
• Finance and Audit – 1
• Housing – 2
• Library – 1
• Parks and Recreation – 2
• Planning – 1

CURRENT COMMISSION / COMMITTEE VACANCIES

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
• Apply by April 3, 2017

• Menlo Park resident

• Over 18 years of age 

• Committed to attending 
scheduled meetings

HCO #414700023

We CARE!
• We are owned and managed by nurses who  

have been caregivers too.

• We take the time to fully understand our 
clients’ needs and make sure that their needs 
always come first.

• We take good care of our caregivers. We 
teach, support, and encourage  
enjoy their role and do it well.

(650) 328-1001  •  www.careindeed.com
890 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025

N E W S

Town eases rules on building second housing units

By Elena Kadvany

B
lack Pepper, the second 
restaurant from a long-
time Malaysian chef-own-

er in Milpitas, is now open at 
1029 El Camino Real in Menlo 
Park. 

Black Pepper soft-opened 
recently at the former site of 
Menlo Hub restaurant, which 
closed in 2014.

Owner Kay Tan also operates 
Banana Leaf in Milpitas. The 
menu at Black Pepper is simi-
lar, with a range of Malaysian 
as well as Thai, Indian and 
Chinese dishes. 

Appetizers include roti prata 
($4, made from scratch, Ms. 
Tan said in an interview), 
chicken satay ($16) and gado 
gado ($14, an Indonesian sal-
ad with jicama root, lettuce, 
cucumber, fried prawn cake, 
seared tofu and peanut sauce).

Entrees include a range of 
meat and seafood dishes, from 
Singaporean black pepper 
chicken ($18) to cumin lamb 
chops ($28) and grilled Chilean 
sea bass wrapped in banana 
leaf ($36). 

There are also several noodle 
and rice dishes.

“This is the type of food I 
grew up eating,” said Ms. Tan, 
who promises the menu will 
grow as the restaurant settles 
in, with new items that aren’t 
available at Banana Leaf.

With a full liquor license, 
there’s also a cocktail menu 

with drinks such as the “Mai-
laysian Coco Rummy Tai (rum, 
lime, pineapple juice, peach 
syrup and coconut palm syrup) 
and the “Tequila Mangga” 
(tequila, mango, lime, rambu-
tan and mango juice). All are 
$12 each. 

Ms. Tan came to the United 
States from Malaysia after high 
school and said she worked 
in restaurants and bars in 
San Francisco and throughout 
Peninsula while she attended 
college at San Francisco State 
University. 

After graduating, she worked 
in marketing and sales at 
a technology company, but 
eventually left it to pursue 
her “dream” of owning a 
restaurant.

She opened Banana Leaf with 
her husband 18 years ago.

The El Camino Real space 
has been renovated, with a 
full bar, second-floor seating 
area and large open kitchen. 
The restaurant ran into some 
roadblocks with the city when 
it proposed a larger footprint 
for the space more than a year 
ago. 

Black Pepper is open Mon-
day-Thursday, 11:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. and 5-9 p.m.; Friday, 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and 5-10 
p.m.; and Saturday, 11:45 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. The restaurant is 
closed on Sunday. A

Visit AlmanacNews.com/
blogs to see Elena Kadvany’s 

Peninsula Foodist blog.

Malaysian restaurant 
opens in Menlo Park

 WOODSIDE
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Thursday, April 6, 2017
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

®

650.488.7325    |    www.deleonrealty.com   |    CalBRE #01903224

 
Tax Issues

Relating to Real Property

Palo Alto Hills Golf & Country 
Club, Grand Ballroom

3000 Alexis Drive, Palo Alto

To RSVP, please contact 650.543.8500

or by email at RSVP@deleonrealty.com 

Seminar is for prospective clients only, no outside real estate professionals permitted.

Please join DeLeon Realty at our April Seminar. Gain 
insight into tax issues relating to real estate from Michael 
Repka, the managing broker and general counsel of 
DeLeon Realty. Also, hear the latest market updates 
from Ken DeLeon, the most successful real estate 
broker in Silicon Valley, along with his team of talented 
area specialists, who focus on specific neighborhoods 
throughout the area.
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G U I D E TO 2017 S U M M E R C A M P S FO R K I D S

ACADEMICS

Alexa Café Stanford, Palo Alto High School
Girls ages 10-15 discover technology in a unique environment 
that celebrates creativity, social activism, and entrepreneurship. 
Girls learn engineering principles, code games, design 
websites, explore cyber secuirty, and much more.

www.iDTech.com/Connection 1.844.788.1858

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls  Palo Alto
Casti Camp offers girls a range of age-appropriate activities 
including athletics, art, science, computers, writing, crafts, 
cooking, drama and music classes each day along with weekly 
field trips.

www.castilleja.org/summercamp 650.470.7833

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
Harker summer programs for preschool  -  grade 12 children 
include opportunities for academics, arts, athletics and 
activities. Taught by exceptional, experienced faculty and 
staff, our programs offer something for everyone in a safe and 
supportive environment.

www.summer.harker.org 408.553.5737

iD Tech Camps  Stanford, Bay Area
Students ages 7–17 can learn to code apps, design video 
games, mod Minecraft, engineer robots, model 3D characters, 
design for VR, explore cyber security, and more. Students 
explore campus, learn foundational STEM skills, and gain self-
confidence.

www.iDTech.com/Connection 1.844.788.1858

Mid-Peninsula High School Menlo Park 
Mid-Pen’s Summer Session offers an innovative series of one-
week courses that give students the opportunity to customize 
their own summer program. These courses go beyond 
traditional curriculum, giving students the opportunity to 
enhance their skills while seeking either enrichment or credit 
repair. 

www.mid-pen.com 650.321.1991

STANFORD EXPLORE:  
A Lecture Series  Stanford 
on Biomedical Research 
EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford! Stanford EXPLORE 
offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn 
from Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse 
topics in biomedical science, including bioengineering, 
neurobiology, immunology and many others.

explore.stanford.edu explore-series@stanford.edu

Write Now!  Palo Alto 
Summer Writing Camps Pleasanton
Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson 
School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton. 
Courses this year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing 
and Presentation Techniques. Visit our website for more 
information.

www.headsup.org Emerson: 650.424.1267

 Hacienda: 925.485.5750

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Art and Soul Summer Camps Palo Alto
Art, cooking, tinkering, Yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate 
multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our 
children to interpret their world! Summer Unplugged! Ages 
5-13 years. Walter Hays School 

www.artandsoulpa.com 650.269.0423

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Athena Camps Los Altos & San Jose
Community building weekly day camps for girls K - 

8th grade.   A unique combination of sports, art projects and 

mentorship designed to build confidence. Sports: tennis, 

volleyball, yoga, fitness, and self-defense and more.  Themes: 

Connect & Communicate, Love & Express Yourself, Unleash 

Your Happiness.

www.AthenaCamps.com 408.490.4972

Community School of Mountain View  
Music and Arts (CSMA) Mountain View
50+ creative camps for Gr. K-8! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, 

Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops, more! 

Two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Extended 

care available. Financial aid offered. 

 www.arts4all.org 650.917.6800 ext. 0

J-Camp at the OFJCC Palo Alto
With options for every age, schedule and interest, J-Camp has 

you covered. Traditional camps focus on variety and building 

friendships, while specialty camps include fantastic options 

like Robotics, Ceramics, Ocean Adventures, Food Truck 

Challenge, TV Studio Production and more. We’re looking 

forward to our best summer ever and want your family to be 

part of the experience.

www.ofjcc-jcamp.com  650.223.8622

Palo Alto Community Child Care  
(PACCC) Palo Alto
PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide 

variety of fun opportunities! We are excited to announce all 

of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), PACCC 

Special Interest Units (S.I.U.),  F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and 

Entertainment), J.V. Sports and Operation: Chef! Periodic field 

trips, special visitors and many engaging camp activities, 

songs and skits round out the fun offerings of PACCC Summer 

Camps! Open to campers from all communities! Come join 

the fun in Palo Alto! Register online.

www.paccc.org 650.493.2361

Summer at Athena Academy  Palo Alto
Summer at Athena Academy offers specialized week-long 

camps for children to EXPLORE their passions, CREATE 

new memories, BUILD friendships and PLAY to their hearts’ 

content. Camps include coding, sports & fitness, art, music 

and more.

www.AthenaAcademy.org/Summer 650.543.4560

TheatreWorks Silicon Valley Palo Alto  
 Menlo Park
Kids who love to act have fun, put on a show, and learn from 

pros at the acclaimed TheatreWorks Silicon Valley camps for 

budding theatre enthusiasts. Spring Break camps for K-6. 

Summer Camps for K-12, plus special teen programs.

www.theatreworks.org/learn/youth  650.463.7146

ATHLETICS

City of Mountain View  
Recreation Mountain View
Come have a blast with us this summer! We have something 

for everyone – Recreation Camps, Specialty Camps, Sports 

Camps, Swim Lessons and more! Programs begin June 5th – 

register early!

www.mountainview.gov/register 650. 903.6331

ATHLETICS

Hi Five Sports  Sacred Heart Schools 
Summer Camp  Atherton

We are the Premier youth sports summer camp. We bring the 

fun to camp and with over 25 years of experience we make 

sure your child has an experience of a lifetime!!!!

www.hifivesports.com 650.362.4975

Kim Grant Tennis Academy  Palo Alto 
Summer Camps  Monterey* 

Fun and specialized junior camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner, 

Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite levels. 

Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve player 

technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all around 

game. Weekly camps in Palo Alto and sleep away camps at 

Meadowbrook Swim and Tennis*. 

www.KimGrantTennis.com 650.752.8061

Nike Tennis Camps Stanford University
Junior Overnight and Day Camps for boys & girls, ages 9-18 

offered throughout June, July and August.   Adult Weekend 

Clinics (June & Aug). Camps directed by Head Men’s Coach, Paul 

Goldstein, Head Women’s Coach, Lele Forood, and Associate 

Men’s and Women’s Coaches, Brandon Coupe and Frankie 

Brennan.  Come join the fun and get better this summer!

www.USSportsCamps.com 1.800.NIKE.CAMP 
 (1.800.645.3226)

Run for Fun Adventure Day Camp Palo Alto 
Camp High Five Overnight Camp La Honda,  
 Pinecrest
Our Camp offers the ultimate combination of sports, 

adventure and creativity!   Coaches bring lots of positive 

energy and enthusiasm every day.  Each week of day camp 

features two to three adventures with all other days held 

at Juana Briones Elementary.  Adventure highlights include 

climbing tower, archery, dodgeball on the beach, kayaking, 

Great America and more. Overnight Camp includes 

kayaking, horseback riding, archery, campfires, sports, 

crafts and more.  Ages 6-14.  Financial aid available.

www.runforfuncamps.com 650.823.5167

Spartans Sports Camp Mountain View
Spartans Sports Camp offers multi-sport, week-long sessions 

for boys and girls in grades 2-7, sport-specific sessions for 

grades 2-9, color guard camp for grades 3-9, and cheerleading 

camp for grades pre-K – 8. We also offer a hip hop dance camp 

for grades 1-7. Camp dates are June 12  through  July 28  at 

Mountain View High School. The camp is run by MVHS coaches 

and student-athletes and all proceeds benefit the MVHS 

Athletic Department. Lunch and extended care are available.

www.SpartansSportsCamp.com 650.479.5906

Stanford Water Polo Stanford
Ages 7 and up. New to sport or have experience, we have a camp 

for you. Half day or fully day option for boys and girls. All the 

camps offer fundamental skill work, scrimmages and games.

www.stanfordwaterpolocamps.com 650.725.9016

YMCA Summer Camps  Silicon Valley
At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, 

make friends, and feel that they belong.   With hundreds of 

Summer Day Camps at 30+ locations plus Overnight Camps, 

you will find a camp that’s right for your family.   Financial 

assistance is available. 

www.ymcasv.org/summer 408.351.6410

For more information about these camps, see our online  

directory of camps at www.paloaltoonline.com/biz/summercamps/

To advertise in this weekly directory, call: 650.326.8210

F i f ti b t th li
Camp Connection
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

R
ichard “Dick” Winant, 
a 71-year-old Stanford 
University researcher who 

lives next to the Sharon Hills golf 
course, said he was just trying to 
get a better view of the night sky 
on March 1 when he ventured 
onto the golf course.

Not much later, however, he 
was lost. Soon, the biochemist 
said, he was being handcuffed 
and interrogated by four Ather-
ton police officers. 

He said he was detained for at 
least 30 minutes — long enough 
for the cuffs to visibly bruise 
his wrists — verbally abused 
and threatened with arrest or a 
three-day involuntary psychiat-
ric hospitalization before being 
released, alone in the dark, to 
make a nearly three-mile walk 
home. 

The police tell a different sto-
ry, but say “there may be things 
about this incident that could 
have been done differently.” 

Mr. Winant said he set out 
onto the golf course, equipped 
with the binoculars he usually 
uses for bird watching, at about 
8 p.m. He’d only walked on the 
course once before since moving 
there in 2001, he said, but “the 
moon was very beautiful. Venus 
was very beautiful in the sky,” he 
said. “There’s so much tree cover 
here,” that he moved further 
into the golf course, but said “I 
still couldn’t see very well.” 

He was not carrying a phone. 
“I consider them kind of dehu-
manizing and I don’t like them,” 
he said.

Trespassing
The golf course near his 

Country Club Fairways con-
dominium complex, which is 
surrounded by the golf course, 
has some perimeter fencing, but 
it appears to be designed more 
to keep golf balls in than walk-
ers out, with no fencing in many 
areas. 

He walked in through an 
open gate. “I was trespassing,” 
he admits. “I’m not a member, 
I’m not entitled to (use the 
golf course). Technically I was 
trespassing.” 

Walking on the cart path 
that winds through the course, 
Mr. Winant said he focused his 
binoculars on the heavens, and 
pondered a problem his adult 
son had.

“I wasn’t paying attention,” 

he said, and before long, he was 
lost. 

He tried heading toward the 
grove of redwoods near his con-
dominium, not realizing such 
groups of redwoods are com-
mon on the golf course. He said 
he “just could not find” the gate 
he’d entered.

Instead, he found a smaller, 
unlocked gate. “I just assumed 
there was road beyond it,” he 
said. “I still thought I was fairly 
close to home.” 

He exhausted himself fighting 
the gate open through over-
grown weeds, but “responsibly 
closed the gate again.”

Beautiful backyard
After walking through a small 

grove of redwoods, and a second 
unlocked gate, “I found I was 
in this beautiful back yard,” he 
said. “I realized I was at this 
house, so now I had a dilemma,” 
Mr. Winant said.

“I thought the most intelligent 
thing to do, and the right thing 
to do, was to walk up to their 
house,” he said, deciding he’d 
“ask for help and explain my 
circumstances.”

He knocked on a door, but 
screens muffled the sound, so “I 
knocked on the window to get 
their attention,” he said. “I could 
tell the wife was a little alarmed,” 
he said, but he explained to the 
couple “how I’d gotten there, 
why I couldn’t get out,” he said. 
The man met him in the front 
yard “and he directed me down 
towards Alameda,” he said.

Here’s where Mr. Winant’s 
story begins to differ from that 
of police.

Sgt. Sherman Hall said that 
although no police report was 
filed on the incident, he spoke to 
two of the four officers involved. 
They said the couple who had 
encountered Mr. Winant had 
called police. 

“They were spooked,” he said, 
by a man appearing in their 
backyard, wearing binoculars 
and who “was emphatic that 
he did not want police.” (Mr. 
Winant said the residents sug-
gested a “police escort” and he 
declined. “I simply turned down 
her suggestion politely and 
calmly,” he said.)

The confrontation
Mr. Winant said he then 

flagged down one of the offi-
cers. “I looked at the moon and 
realized ... I’m walking south, 
I need to walk north to get 

to Alameda,” he said. “That’s 
where I saw the police car and 
I waved at him,” he said. “I 
walked over to his car and I 
asked ‘Is Alameda down that 
way?’”

Sgt. Hall said the officer found 
Mr. Winant, after speaking to 
the residents, and aimed his 
car’s spotlight at him before 
approaching on foot.

Mr. Winant was “cordial and 
non-confrontational” until he 
was asked for his identification, 
Sgt. Hall said. 

Both officers told Sgt. Hall 
that Mr. Winant said he did 
not have to provide his ID, and 
“questioned whether this was 
Nazi Germany.” 

Mr. Winant said, “I never 
used any language remotely like 
that.”

He said he grew up on a mili-
tary base, with a father who was 
a military officer and brother a 
decorated Navy SEAL. “I was 
always respectful to those police 
officers,” he said. “I never gave 
them a hassle at all.”

He and the police agree, how-
ever, that soon after he declined 
to produce his ID, he was hand-
cuffed. Sgt. Hall said the police 
needed the ID to investigate 
possible “criminal activity.”

“We have a job to do,” he 
said. “We need to identify the 
person.” 

He said Mr. Winant was 
uncooperative and “we didn’t 
know what he was doing in the 

neighborhood.”
“If we think you’re a burglar 

and you’re hiding something, we 
need to have you in handcuffs 
until you dispel that belief,” he 
said.

Verbal abuse?
Sgt. Hall also agreed that an 

officer called Mr. Winant a vul-
gar name. “I don’t think there’s 
any dispute that that word” was 
used, he said. But he also said, 
“the officers tried to reason 
with him and he wouldn’t calm 
down.” That led the officers to 

perform a psychiatric evalua-
tion of Mr. Winant, which could 
have resulted in his being hos-
pitalized involuntarily for three 
days.

Mr. Winant said he was bul-
lied and mistreated by the offi-
cers. The sergeant who showed 
up was “just mean and point-
lessly so,” he said. He was threat-
ened with arrest or hospitaliza-
tion if he didn’t apologize to the 
officers, he said.

Sgt. Hall said that once the 

A walk on the wild side
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Walking from Sharon Heights to Walsh Road in Atherton is 2.7 miles on the streets, but much 
shorter across the Sharon Hills golf course. Richard “Dick” Winant lives near point A and walked through 
the golf course (in green) ending up handcuffed at point B, after passing through an Atherton back yard. His 
walk home was along the dotted line.

Photo by Natalia Nazarova /The Almanac

Dick Winant talks about how he set out on a walk a few weeks ago 
and ended up handcuffed and sitting on the hood of an Atherton Police 
Department patrol car after getting lost. 

See WALK, page 16

How a Menlo Park man, out on a walk, 
wound up handcuffed in Atherton
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Art passed away peacefully in his sleep on 

February 23, 2017 at the age of 91. His wife, 

Ruth, and his children, were at his side. 

Art was born in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

to Lyle M. Barker and Isabel F. Barker. He 

was raised in Arizona with 

his sisters Elizabeth (Betsy) 

and Rosemary. His father was 

the foreman of a copper mine 

in Clarkdale, and later the 

manager of a copper mine in 

Ajo, Arizona. His mother was 

a schoolteacher and principal. 

Growing up, Art’s free time 

was spent playing baseball 

and football, earning his Eagle 

Scout, and riding free range 

burros through town with 

his friends. He graduated from Stanford 

University with a BA and an MBA. He also 

attended Cal Tech as part of the Navy V-12 

program. This led to a successful career 

as an engineer in the utilities industry, 

with Coast Counties Gas & Electric and 

with Pacific Gas & Electric. At the PG&E 

office in San Francisco (25,000 employees) 

he was assigned to a three-man team who 

explored the feasibility of PG&E’s first 

room-sized IBM main frame computer. 

They concluded it was feasible and then 

convinced administration to purchase 

the computer. Art and his team led the 

implementation of the IBM, which included 

changing the billing of all PG&E customers 

from paper to computerized files. They 

were also responsible to hire and train staff, 

as there were no employees at that time with 

computer skills. Later, Art was responsible 

to acquire and implement 10,000 PCs for 

PG&E Bay Area offices. He retired in 1981 

after working more than forty years. 

While working on his Masters degree at 

Stanford he caught the sparkle in Ruth’s 

eyes, and married his sweetheart in 1950. 

In 1959, they began building their house 

in Woodside where they raised their three 

children. Summers were most often spent 

at the family cabin at Huntington Lake. 

Art, along with family, friends, and dogs 

enjoyed time in the mountains backpacking, 

boating, fishing, and hiking. Winters 

brought downhill and cross-country 

skiing, and snowmobiling 3 miles to get 

to the cabin. With Ruth’s relatives owning 

three neighboring cabins, there were many 

happy gatherings of family and friends. Art 

oversaw the major reconstruction of their 

cabin in the barn-raising style with all family 

members’ talents put to use. At 

home he immersed himself in 

golf, tennis, and community 

theater. He, Ruth, and close 

friends traveled all around the 

world on many Elderhostel trips, 

Island bareboat sailed, and later 

visited almost every state in 

the U.S. and Mexico in their 

travel trailer. He had a core of 

very special friends with whom 

he bonded and enjoyed good 

times regularly. He was in the 

“Quackateers” barbershop singing group. 

When his children were young, Art was 

active in community leadership including 

eight years on the Woodside School Board 

and was a Boy Scout leader. He served on 

the Huntington Lake Tract Board. In 1996, 

he was one of the four founding members of 

the Rotary Club of Woodside/Portola Valley 

and served 21 years as their treasurer. 

Art is remembered as one of the kindest, 

friendliest, most positive, and upbeat men. 

His honesty, integrity, and respect for others 

proved a role model for those who worked 

with him and certainly for his children, 

grandkids, and extended family members. 

He had a knack for encouraging others, and 

everyone enjoyed his dry sense of humor. 

Art is survived by his wife of 66 years, 

Ruth Allen Barker, and his children: Peggy 

Barker of Santa Cruz, Neill (wife Pam) of 

Napa, Kathy Barker Hayes (husband Ken) 

of Emerald Hills; his sister Betsy Doyle of 

Los Gatos; his brother-in-law Wyatt Allen 

(wife Alisanne); and many well-loved 

grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. We 

feel so fortunate to have had him in our lives 

for so many years. He will be dearly missed, 

but his memories will be always with us. 

In lieu of f lowers, the family would 

be pleased if donations are made to the 

Woodside/Portola Valley Rotary Club 

Foundation, 130 Springdale Way, Emerald 

Hills, CA 94062 or The Century Club of 

California, 1355 Franklin St, San Francisco, 

CA 94109. 
P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Arthur Lyle Barker
January 9, 1926 – February 23, 2017
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Richard Edward Mesak, age 
59, passed away on March 11, 
2017 at his home in Pescadero, 
CA with his wife and daughter 
and childhood friend by his side 
after a courageous fight against 
appendix cancer. 

Richard was born June 5, 
1957 in Oakland and was 
raised in Woodside, CA by his 
parents, Richard “Dick” Mesak 
and Jeanne Olcott Mesak, with his sister Jeannine Mesak. He 
graduated from Woodside Elementary School (for locals) in 1972 
and Woodside High School in 1976.  He attended Sacramento 
State College and Canada College where he received an AS degree 
in Business.  He received a California Real Estate License in 1978 
and a General Contractor License in 1991.  After college, he began 
work in the real estate sales industry and construction, and then 
enjoyed working for California Water Service Co. for nearly 30 
years. 

Richard married Susan Shadek on September 26, 1992 in 
Woodside, CA one year after meeting her (and her black stallion) 
riding the trails of Woodside.  He became a doting father on 
September 6, 1996 when their daughter was born. 

Richard loved life and all people and always had a twinkle in his 
eyes.  He had many passions and interests; among those dearest 
were cooking, endurance and trail riding, skiing, boogie boarding 
with his daughter and friends, swimming, tennis, biking, running 
and hiking just about anywhere; especially in Tahoe and Aspen 
and the beach, and fishing the Gualala as a youngster.  He was 
an avid horseman in all categories and Shack member.  He loved 
history, reading, antiques, making models, collecting guns and 
vehicles, and knowing everything about family history.  He had 
an exceptional ability to connect to people and loved talking 
with them - he always extended his hand and showed so many 
acts of kindness to others whether they were friends or strangers.  
Richard was a contributor to many charities; including serving 
on the committee of Special Olympics for several years, Ronald 
MacDonald House and civil servants.

Richard is survived by his wife Susan, daughter McKenna, step-
mother Ada Mesak, brother-in-law John Shadek, step brother 
Bruce Paisley, and cousins Pamela Ellings, Leslie Sherwin, Nanette 
Frost, Janice Cook and Norm Hantzsche. He is preceded in death 
by his sister Jeannine Mesak, his mother, Jeanne Olcott Mesak and 
his father Richard H. Mesak.

The family is especially grateful to friends for their many acts of 
kindness and huge support and Sutter Home Health.  A celebration 
of Richard’s life will be held Saturday, April 1, 2017 at 2 p.m. at the 
Woodside Village Church, 3154 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be given to: 
Camp Kesem: donate.kesem.org/kesemlovestots
UC San Diego Regents: Dr Lowy’s Fund #4197 (Appendix 

Cancer/Peritoneal Metastasis Research): https://giveto.ucsd.edu/
make-a-gift?id=ca458796-ede2-4411-b403-1a4d864b7d2d

UCD: UC Davis Comprehensive Cancer Center & Cancer 
Programs, Jonathan Evans, jodevans@ucdavis.eduPrograms, 
Jonathan Evans, jodevans@ucdavis.edu

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Richard “Hardtack” Edward Mesak
June 5, 1957 – March 11, 2017

N E W S

officers received the results of 
a records check on Mr. Winant, 
decided he wasn’t a danger to 
himself or others requiring 
hospitalization, and “dispelled 
our belief that he wasn’t peep-
ing or prowling,” they set him 
free.
 “Once we were satisfied there 
really was no intent to commit 
a crime,” he said, the officers 
“offered him a cab,” which Mr. 

Winant declined. 

Intimidation?
 However, Mr. Winant said, he 
felt that his treatment “was all 
intimidation and punishment.” 
  As to why he did not initially 
provide his identification to 
the police when asked, he said 
that five decades before, in 
1967 when he was a Stanford 
student, he’d had a negative 
interaction with police. A law-
yer had told him then that he 

was not required to provide ID 
to a police officer.
 Sgt. Hall said it is true that 
police cannot demand iden-
tification unless they suspect 
criminal activity. The call from 
the residents, and the binocu-
lars, provided that reasonable 
suspicion, he said.
 Mr. Winant had also con-
firmed he had been in the 
backyard and on the golf course, 
which he doesn’t belong to, both 
trespassing. 

Body cameras
 One thing Sgt. Hall said he 

regrets is that not one of the 
officers turned on their body 
cameras during the incident. “I 
would have loved to have some 
video of this,” he said. 
 The officers have body cam-
eras, but can choose whether 
to turn them on, he said. Sgt. 
Hall said he thinks the Atherton 
Police Department should con-
sider changing that policy, and 
requiring “cameras in situations 
such as this.” 
 Mr. Winant said he’d like 
to tell the officers that they 
should “be more polite” and 
that the sergeant needs to “find 

a different line of work.”
 He filed a formal complaint on 
March 17, alleging, among other 
things, that the officers lied, 
denied him his legal rights, used 
excessive force, and humiliated 
him by demanding an apology 
under duress.
 “I would love to see some sort 
of discipline against” the ser-
geant, he said. 
 “The police are supposed to 
be there to protect and help you, 
and they ended up attacking,” 
Mr. Winant said. 
 He said he’s also staying off 
the golf course. A

A walk on the wild side
continued from page 15
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Longtime resident of Menlo Park, Cecilia Tommei 

passed away peacefully on March 7, 2017 with her 

children and extended family by her side. Cecilia 

worked for Bank of America in Menlo Park for 

more than 30 years. After retiring from Bank of 

America, she volunteered for Stanford Chaplaincy 

Services for almost 20 years. She also worked 

at Menlo Colonial Chapel Funeral Home for 10 

years. In her spare time, Cecilia enjoyed cooking, 

gardening, and entertaining Family and Friends. 

Cecilia was a Charter Member of the Italian Catholic 

Federation Branch #351. She held the position of 

President for many years. Cecilia is survived by 

her Son Louis, his wife Krina, Grandson Austin, 

her Son Joseph, Niece Stacey Mas, Heart Daughter 

Cory.  Special Mention to her Heart Grandchildren, 

Rustin, Vida, Jimmy and Jolie. Private Services were 

held on Friday, March 17th at Church of Nativity in 

Menlo Park.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Cecilia Tommei

N E W S

LAWN REPLACEMENT 101

FOR MORE INFORMATION

• Register at menlopark.org/lawnreplacement101

• Call 650-349-3000

In this FREE class, discover the benefits of drought tolerant plants as 
an alternative to your lawn and learn how to create a water-efficient, 
low-maintenance landscape. 

In addition, Menlo Park Municipal Water District customers can learn 
how to qualify for up to $2 per sq. ft for replacing their lawns through 
the City’s Lawn Be Gone rebate program. 

Saturday, April 1, 2017 
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Menlo Park Senior Center 
110 Terminal Ave.

Creating an  
environmentally  
sound community

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

S
an Mateo County may pay 
up to $450,000 to settle 
a lawsuit brought by the 

owners of the Stillpath Retreat 
Center on Skyline Boulevard in 
the woods above Woodside.
 The retreat center’s owners had 
received a green light in January 
2014 from the county Planning 
Commission to convert the facil-
ity at 16350 Skyline Blvd. into a 
rehabilitation center for people 
with addiction problems. But 
nearby residents, concerned that 
a former addict might, for exam-
ple, drop a lit cigarette and start 
a forest fire, appealed the com-
mission’s decision to the Board 
of Supervisors, who overturned 
it in March 2014. Demands on 
water resources also figured in 
the board’s decision.
 Stillpath sued in March 2015 
in the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of California 
on the grounds that the supervi-
sors’ action violated federal fair 

housing and disability laws that 
protected the rights of Stillpath’s 
potential clients.
 Stillpath’s complaint also 
alleged violations of state anti-
discrimination laws regarding 
fair employment, housing, plan-
ning and zoning. The retreat 
center’s owners claimed eco-
nomic damages of $55 million, 
County Counsel John Beiers 
said.
 In the March 8 settlement 
agreement, provided to the 
Almanac by Mr. Beiers and 
subject to approval by the super-
visors, the county agreed to pay 
$350,000, but without admitting 
fault, liability or wrongdoing.
 “The County’s primary goal 
was to ensure that a more inten-
sive use did not occur at the site 
and the County achieved this 
goal through the settlement,” 
Mr. Beiers said in an email. 
“This is clearly a very good 
settlement for the County.”
 Attorneys for Stillpath have 
not responded to requests for 
comment.

 Settlement talks were held 
Feb. 15 in San Francisco before 
U.S. District Court Magistrate 
Sallie Kim.
 In defending itself, the county 
spent about $900,000, Mr. Beiers 
said.
 Stil lpath likely spent 

“substantially more than 
$450,000” to bring the suit, and 
the county would likely have 
spent another $450,000 had the 
case gone to trial, Mr. Beiers said.
 Both parties will pay their 
own attorneys fees, the agree-
ment says.

 Stillpath can refile its lawsuit 
if it has been unable to sell the 
property within 18 months, the 
agreement says. If the property 
is sold, the county owes Stillpath 
another $100,000, but such a sale 
would also end Stillpath’s option 
to sue again. A

 In recognition of philan-
thropic activities over 40 
years, Woodside resident Tad 
Taube will be honored with 
a Distinguished Humanitar-
ian Service Award for Lifetime 

Achievement by the nonprofit 
San Francisco-based Jewish 
Family and Children’s Services. 
The awards ceremony is set for 
Saturday, April 1, at the Ritz-
Carlton hotel in San Francisco.

 Beneficiaries of Mr. Taube’s 
philanthropy include the 
Ronald McDonald House 
at Stanford, the Common-
wealth Club of California, 
the San Francisco Opera, 

the Exploratorium, and Bay 
Area Jewish Community 
Federations. Abroad, he has 
supported Jagiellonian Uni-
versity in Poland and several 
universities in Israel.
 Mr. Taube is the founder 
and advisory board chair of 
the Taube Center for Jewish 

Studies. His Taube Philan-
thropies recently announced a 
$1.25 million matching grant 
for a fundraising campaign 
for Ronald McDonald House 
at Stanford, which provides 
housing for the families of 
critically ill children being 
treated at local hospitals.

County may pay $450K 
to settle lawsuit over 

drug-treatment center

Tad Taube honored for lifetime achievements

Photo by Natalia Nazarova

The proposed settlement of a lawsuit against San Mateo County brought by the owners of this retreat 
center in the hills above Woodside would, if the county Board of Supervisors approves it, terminate plans to 
increase the intensity of its use. There had been plans to convert the center into a rehabilitation facility for 
drug and alcohol abusers.
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Victorian-Inspired with Endless Charm    

Sporting a white picket fence and wraparound porches, this Victorian-

inspired home of approx. 3,700 sq. ft. (per county) exudes timeless 

beauty and enjoys 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, and an additional 1 

bedroom, 1 bath guesthouse of nearly 700 sq. ft. (per plans), all on a 

lot of approx. one acre (per county). Open gathering areas provide a 

highly livable layout, while two fireplaces, crown molding, and oak 

floors lend refinement. The island kitchen has been masterfully 

remodeled, and the fully functional guesthouse showcases a large 

kitchenette. Also included are a three-car garage and alluring 

outdoor spaces featuring fruit trees and a spa. Enjoy easy access 

to gorgeous Foothills Park, Palo Alto Hills Country Club, and 

sought-after Palo Alto schools (buyer to verify eligibility).  

13415 Country Way, Los Altos Hills
Offered at $3,988,000

www.13415CountryWay.com

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

® OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm

Complimentary 
Gourmet Snacks & Lattes
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OPEN HOUSE Jazz &
Refreshments

Saturday & Sunday
1:00-5:00

www.84NoraWay.com      
Offered at $7,858,620

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

Sprawling Villa Echoes Opulence

baths, and generous gated grounds of nearly one acre (per county). Faced by an extensive paver driveway, these elegant spaces 
thoughtfully integrate soaring ceilings and lavish details, while surround sound, dual staircases, and abundant French doors 

a versatile home theater, and spacious, immaculate gardens displaying fountains and a heated pool. Prestigious private institutions 
such as Sacred Heart and Menlo School are within mere moments.

84 Nora Way, Atherton
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Last year, Omar Piña’s Menlo Park 
restaurant, Mama Coco, was so 
short staffed, he had to return to the 

kitchen for several months. His wife often 
came in to help serve food. 
 Finally, he hired two people to fill the 
gap — people who had no prior restaurant 
experience but had worked at Mexican 
markets. He spent about a month teach-
ing them how to cook and was eventually 
able to return to his primary responsibili-
ties as a business owner. 
 But the economic pressures impacting 
his and many other Midpeninsula restau-
rant owners’ ability to hire and hold onto 
quality staff — a regional labor shortage, 
the increasingly prohibitive cost of living 
in the area and higher minimum wages, 
among other factors — persist.
 Restaurants up and down the Mid-
peninsula are understaffed, with conse-
quences for both owners and consumers. 
At some restaurants, service has been 
affected: Some days, Pizzeria Delfina in 
downtown Palo Alto doesn’t have enough 
staff to open its outdoor patio, owner 
Craig Stoll said. Owners are raising menu 
prices more frequently to be able to pay 
their staff competitively, afford hours of 

overtime and achieve already razor-thin 
profit margins.
 Longtime owners who have run restau-
rants here for decades say they’ve never 
seen labor costs become so acute, and they 
fear a breaking point is on the horizon.
 “We’re competing as much for staff as 
we are for customers,” Mr. Stoll said in an 
interview. “The cost of living goes up, and 
we continue to have to pay more, and our 
margins shrink, (and) our prices increase. 
It’s kind of a vicious cycle.”

‘Evaporating’ labor pool
 For Michael Ekwall, who with his 
wife co-owns La Bodeguita del Medio, a 
longtime Cuban restaurant on California 
Avenue in Palo Alto, affordability is not 
only the No. 1 issue driving the local labor 
shortage but also “No. 2 and 2.5.”
 “The labor pool here — because it’s so 
expensive, the cost of living is so high — is 
much shallower than say San Francisco or 
even San Jose because the cost of entry here 
is so much higher,” he said. “When you’re 
talking about a one bedroom apartment for 
$2,000, not a lot people can afford that.”
 Owners say the problem has become 
more acute in the last two years or so. The 

median price for a one-bedroom rental in 
Palo Alto currently sits at $2,700, up 8.7 
percent from last year, according to a report 
compiled by rental website Apartment List. 
 The median price for a one-bedroom rental 
in Mountain View is just below Palo Alto’s at 
$2,680, according to Apartment List.
 Most restaurant staff still live in the area, 
in relatively more affordable cities like 
Redwood City, East Palo Alto or San Jose, 
owners said. Workers don’t tend to come 
from cities that are cheaper but farther 
away, like the East Bay or Gilroy, given the 
added expense it would take to commute.
 Yet even Midpeninsula cities with 
relatively less-expensive housing, such as 
Redwood City, are becoming unafford-
able for restaurant workers. 
 “If you’re a restaurant assistant manager or 
a restaurant sous chef and you wanted to start 
a family or have a life or buy a house, how 
could you possibly do that in the Bay Area?” 
asked Howard Bulka, owner of Howie’s Arti-
san Pizza at Town & Country Village. 
 “They find an apartment; they find a 
back house; they live with three people in 
a two-bedroom apartment or whatever it 
is. But ultimately, they leave. Ultimately, 
they look for greener pastures.,” he said. 
 “The labor pool is just evaporating,” 
Mr. Bulka added. 
 The cost of living is pricing out not only 
restaurant employees but owners themselves. 
Mr. Ekwall, who rents a home in Menlo 
Park, said he can’t afford to buy a house in 
the city where he’s run a restaurant for 20 

Omar Piña, the 
owner of Mama Coco 
in Menlo Park, had to 
return to the kitchen 
for several months 
last year because 
his restaurant was 
understaffed. 
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years. Mr. Bulka and Dan Gordon, owner 
of the eponymous restaurant in downtown 
Palo Alto, both live in Redwood City and 
said that they, just like their employees, can-
not afford to live in Palo Alto. 
 Peter Katz, the original Northern Cali-
fornia franchisee of burger chain The 
Counter, said he sees similar issues across 
his eight locations, but labor costs are high-
est at his Palo Alto, Mountain View, Cuper-
tino, San Mateo and San Jose restaurants. 
 Labor costs range from 33 percent to more 
than 40 percent of total sales revenue at The 
Counter, depending on the location. It is 
the restaurants’ largest expense category, he 
said, and itself has risen about 30 percent to 
40 percent over the last five years.
 Mr. Bulka said he has been raising 
wages in his restaurant consistently for 
the last three years. 
 In the first five years Howie’s Artisan 
Pizza was open, he raised menu prices 
once. Now, he raises them every year to 
compensate for the increases in labor and 
other costs, he said. This is not a simple fix, 
given that raising prices means running 
the risk of customers ordering less, choos-
ing to eat elsewhere or to cook at home.
 Mr. Ekwall described the current labor 
environment as a “staffing nightmare.” 
On a weekly basis, La Bodeguita is down 
three people out of about 45, he said. Like 
Mr. Piña, there are days when he and his 
wife have filled in as host, food, preparer 
and even dish washer. On a recent week, 
La Bodeguita racked up 120 hours in 
overtime — the equivalent of two-and-
a-half employees, he said. 
 “We’re trying to balance this concept, from 
our perspective, of being able to pay people 
enough money so they can live around here 
but also that we can stay in business,” Mr. 
Ekwall said. “That’s the challenge.”
 And in an over-saturated restaurant 
scene, potential hires have a healthy choice 
of prospective employers. Today, rather 
than people being desperate for a good job, 
owners are desperate for good staff.
 “Sometimes they get a different offer 
from a different restaurant — maybe one 
more dollar, $2 more — and then they 
leave,” Mr. Piña said. 
 “I’m always scared. Every time I come 
in, I cross my fingers and I say, ‘Hopefully 
everyone comes to work,’” he said.
 Owners have also had to lower their 
standards for hiring, particularly for back-
of-house positions. Cooks with far less 
experience have become more attractive 

in the current labor market, owners said. 
 Another huge shift for restaurants 
operating in Silicon Valley: increasingly 
stiff competition from tech companies 
and restaurant chains that can offer better 
pay, benefits and hours. The impact from 
tech companies is dual: Not only are they 
drawing down on the local labor pool to 
staff on-campus eateries, but by providing 
employees with quality food at the office, 
fewer people are going out to eat on their 
lunch breaks, local restaurant owners said.
 In light of all of this, owners are doing 
what they can to make their restaurants 
more attractive places to work. La Bode-
guita, for example, has for a long time 
paid half of full-time employees’ health 
care plans, and offers 401Ks.
 Asian Box, which operates locations in 
Palo Alto and Mountain View, pays its 
staff weekly (which costs the restaurant 
“substantially more”), offers cell-phone 
plan reimbursement, helps staff with 
loans, writes apartment references for staff 
and has always paid more than minimum 
wage, owner Frank Klein said. Owners are 
more flexible with scheduling, particu-
larly given many employees work more 
than one restaurant job.

 Other owners say they are cultivating 
kinder, more positive kitchens with an 
emphasis on teaching — a stark contrast 
from the traditionally unforgiving, even 
abusive, environment of kitchens past. 
At Pizzeria Delfina, Mr. Stoll has imple-
mented regular staff reviews to check in 
not only about performance, but to set 
and guide staff toward goals. 
 “Our focus is always on being a great 
restaurant for guests to eat at,” Mr. Stoll 
said. “Newsflash: We have to focus on 
being great employers now.” 

Pressures of the new 
minimum wage

 On Jan. 1, restaurant workers in both 
Palo Alto and Mountain View saw their 
minimum wage increase — in Palo Alto, 
to $12 per hour and in Mountain View, 
to $13 an hour. Both cities are on a path 
toward phasing in an eventual minimum 
wage of $15 an hour. California’s mini-
mum wage is currently $10.50 an hour, 
with yearly increases ahead through 2022.
 Owners say they support a living wage 
for their staff, but local cities’ acceler-
ated increases are having an intractable 
impact on their bottom line. They’re also 

frustrated by local elected officials who 
supported the increases without under-
standing the effects on restaurants in 
particular. The low-paid employees who 
need a higher wage the most, like back-
of-house line cooks and dishwashers, are 
sharing the new increase with waiters who 
make ample additional income in tips. 
 This amounts to robbing Peter to pay 
Paul, Dan Gordon said.
 “It’s very regressive in terms of the 
highest-paid restaurant employees are 
getting a raise and the people that need 
it the most at the back of the house are 
going to be left behind,” he said.
 The new minimum wage also affects 
restaurants disproportionately, with full-
service restaurants bearing more of a bur-
den, Mr. Gordon said. The wage increase 
means less money to go around for the 
non-tipped employees. One solution own-
ers have called for is an exemption that 
would apply to tipped employees, most of 
whom already make more than $20 per 
hour in tips alone. (The Palo Alto City 
Council agreed in January to advocate 
for a state law that would allow cities to 
do this, in part due to pressure from these 
and other local restaurant owners.)
 Mr. Gordon and other local owners 
are also watching carefully as Bay Area 
restaurants experiment with different 
solutions, such as replacing tipping with 
a mandatory service charge. 
 While the full impact of the minimum-
wage hike remains to be seen, Mr. Gor-
don is already worried about the jump to 
$13.50 coming next January. He predicts 
“dramatic” closures are ahead for full-
service restaurants.
 “There’s a lot of uncertainty and there’s 
a lot of panic in the air. Restaurateurs 
are all talking about it. The initial nail 
into the coffin was Jan. 1, and now we’re 
worried about next January and how to 
survive,” he said.

New trends
 As the full-service neighborhood 
restaurant struggles to survive, less 

At popular fast-
casual eateries 
such as Poké Bar 
in downtown 
Mountain View, 
service is less 
central to their 
concept — and, 
thus, to their 
success.

Continued on next page
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“Every time I 
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my fingers and 
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everyone comes 
to work.’”
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Menlo Park Dental Excellence
724 Oak Grove Ave, Ste 120 • Menlo Park • 650-838-0260

www.Implant4me.com

Dr. ChauLong Nguyen DDS, MAGD

Meet our compassionate & caring team at Menlo Park Dental Excellence

We take pride in helping you maintain your oral health, 
improve your smile, reconstruct damaged and worn bite 
and take care of all your Dental Cosmetic needs in a state-
of-the-art high tech environment with Digital X-rays, CBCT 
3D scanner, LASER, CAD-CAM Only-One-Visit crowns and 

 
or visit us our website 

more information and book 
your appointment with our 

labor-intensive concepts are tak-
ing hold. The rise of fast-casual 
dining, in which customers 
order at the counter, their meal 
prepared assembly-line style, is 
gaining in popularity. 

This trend is apparent in Palo 
Alto’s and Mountain View’s 
dining rows. In 2016, Palo Alto 
saw the opening of numerous 
fast-casual eateries, including 
Sweetgreen, Lemonade, Tender 
Greens and three poké eater-
ies. Sweetgreen is planning 
another location for Mountain 
View’s Castro Street, which is 
also home two fast-casual poké 
spots, family restaurant-turned-
fast-casual Asian-fusion eatery 
Srasa Kitchen and Asian Box, 
among others. Service is less 
central to their concepts — and, 
thus, to their success.

And at some restaurants, such 
as Calafia Café and Yayoi in Palo 
Alto, tablet computers are help-
ing to take orders, split checks 
and calculate tips.

While owners hope diners 
still value the touch of a human 
server and the full-service expe-
rience, the appeal of the cheaper, 
fast-casual model is undeniable.

“We think that our staff, 
hopefully, represent us in our 
vision and enthusiasm to the 
guests. You don’t get that from a 

tablet,” Mr. Ekwall said. “But at 
the same time, if you have over-
head of labor of several hundred 
thousand dollars a year and you 
can buy an iPad for $500 —- less 
than a week’s worth of wages — 
and you don’t have to pay that 
tablet workers’ compensation 
insurance and you don’t have 
to pay it health care ... a lot of 

people are doing that.”
The one guaranteed protection 

against this perfect storm of eco-
nomic challenges? An informed, 
spending customer. Restaura-
teurs hope to educate diners 
about why their hamburger 
might cost $12 now instead of 
$10, about the nuanced impact 
of minimum wage increases and 

how the ever-rising cost of living 
in the Bay Area is affecting their 
bottom line. 

Peter Katz of The Counter, 
for example, said he’s been 
working with a city of Cuper-
tino small-business economic-
development group that recently 
sent information out to residents 
about the impact of the city’s 

minimum-wage increase on 
restaurants.
 Now, more than ever, Mr. Katz 
said, it’s important for local din-
ers to patronize their favorite 
restaurants. 
 “Eat out more,” he said. “If 
restaurants are successful, we can 
better afford to pay the wages that 
we need to pay, the guests are hap-
py, the employees are more suc-
cessful and happy and the owners 
can afford to stay in business.”
 Despite the local labor short-
age, restaurants of all kinds 
— mom and pops, fast-casual, 
high-end, local and national 
chains — continue to open on 
the Midpeninsula, though own-
ers say it is easier for chains with 
deeper pockets to risk the high 
labor costs, high rents and lim-
ited return on investment than 
independent owners. 

Mr. Bulka recently closed his 
second Howie’s in Redwood 
City temporarily to retool the 
concept and eventually reopen 
— a fun creative endeavor but 
with practicalities that give him 
“enormous pause.”

“It’s fun to think about a new 
concept; it’s fun to think about a 
new design and a buildout of a 
restaurant ... but I know there 
comes a time in the future where 
I have to hire 40 or 50 employ-
ees,” he said, “and I’m not sure 
how that’s done.” A

Continued from previous page 

La Bodeguita line cook Jesus Cordero, right, and kitchen manager Luis Hernandez check on orders 
during a lunch rush. Quality back-of-house workers are in high demand on the Midpeninsula.
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By Tom Gibboney
Special to the Almanac

I
f you are running for politi-
cal office in Northern Cali-
fornia, chances are you have 

met JoAnn Loulan, a Portola 
Valley psychotherapist who 
has become one of the better-
known Democratic fundrais-
ers in the state. It runs in her 
family.

“I’ve been fundraising my 
whole life,” she said recently. 
“My mother was a fundrais-
er for the heart association 
and my grandmother was a 
suffragette.” 

Some of Ms. Loulan’s fire 
undoubtedly comes from being 
a two-time breast cancer sur-
vivor. And her mother, Billie 
Gardner Loulan, died of breast 
cancer at age 53. She continues 
to volunteer for Breast Cancer 
Action and has raised $1.2 mil-
lion since 2003 for BCA. 

On Saturday, April 29, start-
ing at 6 p.m., the 13th annual 
Billie Loulan Memorial Breast 
Cancer Action Fundraiser will 
be held in Portola Valley. Local 
musicians Ronny Crawford 
and the Family Band will 
perform.

She advises anyone who is 
participating in or donating to 
breast cancer events to “Think 
before you pink” and make 
sure they know where the 
money goes.

After graduating from 
Northwestern in the 1960s, 
Ms. Loulan gradually moved 
into political fundraising. “I’ve 
written books, done public 
speaking, marched with the 
lesbian antiwar movement.”

More recently, she has gravi-
tated toward working for the 
Democratic candidates favored 
by many Portola Valley resi-
dents. “I worked on the Obama 
and Clinton campaigns and 
for women Senate candidates 
from other states as well as 
some members of Congress. 
I made 9,000 calls for Obama 
and 7,000 for Hillary.”

She has lived in Portola Val-
ley for 30 years. Recently, she 
was sharing her expertise at 
a local home with about 70 
people who were attending a 
meeting of “Indivisible,” one of 
numerous grass-roots groups 
that have sprung up around the 
country in the wake of Donald 
Trump’s election as president.

“We need to win back red 
state legislatures, starting with 
Virginia,” she told the rapt 
audience. “There are 12 seats 
held by Republicans in Vir-
ginia districts that Hillary won 
by 2,000 to 20,000 votes. These 
are districts we are going to 

concentrate on.”
California volunteers, she 

said, can help Democrats win 
in Virginia by making phone 
calls and raising or donating 
money. Even in red states, Ms. 
Loulan said, many “swing dis-
tricts” are virtually 50-50, so 
are very winnable by Demo-
crats in 2018.

“I haven’t seen anything 
like this (grass-roots uprising) 
since the Vietnam War,” she 
said. “And then, we didn’t have 
the internet.”

In 1970, when she was a 
Northwestern student in Evan-
ston, Illinois, she knew people 
at Kent State in Ohio, where the 
National Guard killed six stu-
dents and injured many others 
during the Vietnam era. “It was 
a horrible time,” she said.

What keeps Ms. Loulan 
coming back again and again 
to raise funds for her various 
political and other causes? 

She doesn’t mince words: 
“I feel like we can’t let this 
country become a white, male, 
straight, Christian autocracy, 

which is where we’re headed. 
My concern is that one terror-
ist attack on our country and it 
could start a war. Imagine 9-11 
on this watch.”

Ms. Loulan is encouraged by 
Indivisible, MoveOn.org and 
other internet-based, boots-
on-the-ground organizations.

“It is fabulous to get sup-
porters to confront local can-
didates and get them involved 
in the process, to see that they 
can make a difference,” she 
said.

Under the Indivisible banner, 
more than 5,300 small groups 
have been created all over the 
country involving a total of 
some 200,000 people.

Ms. Loulan is arranging fun-
draising visits here for women 
senators up for re-election in 
2018, which is projected to be a 
tough year for Democrats. The 
group, Electing Women Silicon 
Valley, just hosted Sen. Kirsten 
Gillebrand of New York, who 
took home about $80,000 from 
fundraising events in Palo 
Alto and San Francisco. More 
events are planned. 

When it comes to money, 
Ms. Loulan and her husband, 
Ronny Crawford, are all in. 
They contribute 25 percent of 
their income to political cam-
paigns and causes, and spend 
their vacations traveling 
around the country working 
for candidates. She knows that 
more than anything, it takes 
money and hard work to win 
elections. A

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
TOWN OF ATHERTON, CA

The Town of Atherton will accept bids for construction of the 
following public work:

MIDDLEFIELD ROAD COMPLETE STREETS 
INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT

barriers along the pedestrian path.

until 10:30 a.m.
Standard Time on Monday, April 11, 2017

MIDDLEFIELD ROAD COMPLETE STREETS INTERSECTION 
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
opening.

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
TOWN OF ATHERTON, CA

The Town of Atherton will accept bids for construction of the 
following public work:

2017 OVERLAY PROJECT

Removal and replacement of 2 inches of asphalt concrete 
pavement on various streets. Crack sealing and grind and replace 
approximately 4,000 square feet of asphalt to a 4-inch depth and 
placement of thermoplastic striping. Some hand work around 
utility access-hole covers will be necessary.

for any addendums that may be posted on the Town’s wesite.

until 2:00 p.m.
Standard Time on Tuesday, April 4, 2017, at which time bids will 
be publicly opened and read aloud.

Bids must be for the entire work, and shall be submitted in 
sealed envelopes clearly marked: “Bid of (Contractor) for 2017 
OVERLAY PROJECT”, along with date and time of bid opening.

C O M M U N I T Y

Portola Valley’s powerhouse fundraiser

Photo by Michelle Le

Psychotherapist and activist JoAnn Loulan with a Statue of 
Liberty she installed in the front yard of her home in Portola Valley. 

 SNAPSHOT

‘I haven’t seen anything 
like this (grass-roots 
uprising) since the 

Vietnam War.’
JOANN LOULAN
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

D
espite a last-minute ques-
tion from a councilman 
about why the town was 

regulating drones if no one had 
complained about them, Ather-
ton has prohibited the use of 
recording devices on drones used 
recreationally in the town.

The new ordinance, which 
will go into effect on April 14, 
restricts recreational use of any 
“unmanned aircraft,” includ-
ing remote-controlled model 
aircraft as well as drones. The 
ordinance also limits commer-
cial drones from being used in 
Holbrook-Palmer Park unless 
they have a town permit and 
proof of insurance. Recreational 
drones are not allowed in the 
park at all.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration requires a license to 
fly a drone for commercial or 
government purposes. Hobby 
or recreational drones weighing 
more than 0.55 pounds must be 
registered, but their pilots need 
not be licensed. Municipalities 
can regulate only recreational 
drones. 

The town has been discussing 

the regulation of drones and 
other small unmanned aircraft 
since July, with privacy, safety 
and noise concerns cited by 
council members.

At the March 15 meeting, how-
ever, Councilman Rick DeGolia 
said he had heard from an 
Atherton resident who “was 
highly critical” of the new regu-
lations and wanted to know if 
there had been complaints about 
drones. City Manager George 
Rodericks said there had not 
been any official complaints, 
although City Attorney Bill 
Conners later said a resident had 
informally complained to him. 

“I don’t know that there’s a 
need to create an ordinance,” 
Mr. DeGolia said. “If we haven’t 
had a problem, why do we need 
to do something?” 

Council member Bill Widmer 
agreed, and asked why very 
small drones weren’t exempted 
and why there couldn’t be recre-
ational use of drones in part of 
Holbrook-Palmer Park.  

But other council members 
said they felt that with the bal-
looning popularity of drones, 
regulating them is important. 
“You have to get ahead of” any 
problems, Councilman Cary 

Wiest said, foreseeing town 
liability if a drone operator who 
didn’t have insurance crashed in 
Holbrook-Palmer Park.

Councilmember Elizabeth 
Lewis agreed. “My feelings are, 
this is just the tip of the iceberg 
with the popularity of drones,” 
she said. She has told her grand-
children they may not fly their 
drones in her backyard, for fear 
of infringing on her neighbors’ 
privacy. “I just don’t think it’s 
the right thing to do in our envi-
ronment,” she said. “We have to 

kind of create some structure to 
get ahead of it.”

Mayor Mike Lempres said his 
“primary concern is privacy.” 

Mayor Lempres, Ms. Lewis 
and Mr. Wiest voted for the 
new ordinance.  Mr. Widmer 
voted against it and Mr. DeGolia 
abstained.

The new ordinance says any 
drone or remote-controlled mod-
el airplane used recreationally in 
Atherton, including on private 
property, may not be capable of 
receiving or recording sound or 

visual images. The town attorney 
said this means any recording 
device must be disabled. 

Many of the requirements of 
the Atherton ordinance are the 
same as the federal regulations, 
including that operating any 
drone or model aircraft within 
five miles of an airport requires 
notifying the airport of the 
f light. They can be f lown only 
during daylight hours, within 
eyesight of the operator, and at 
less t han 400 feet 
altitude.  A

N E W S

Atherton restricts recreational use of drones

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

S
tephanie Rochelle Jackson, 
42, who in 1998 was convict-
ed of murdering her boy-

friend in Menlo Park, will be in 
prison for at least five more years, 
after she waived a parole hearing 
on Wednesday, March 15.

 The decision was made follow-
ing a discussion with the prison’s 
board, the prisoner, her attorney 

and the prosecutor, according to 
the San Mateo County District 
Attorney’s Office. 

On Sept. 9, 1997, Ms. Jack-
son, then a 22-year-old transient, 
stabbed her boyfriend, 32-year-old 
Frederick Sims of East Palo Alto, 
in the heart during an argument 
over cocaine in a car at Bedwell 
Bayfront Park, prosecutors said. 

Police reported they had been 
dating for about 18 months. 
On Sept. 13, 1997, Ms. Jackson 

turned herself in to the police at 
the Menlo Park police station and 
was booked into the San Mateo 
County jail on murder charges.

During the trial, she claimed 
self-defense, prosecutors said, 
but the defense was rejected. She 
was convicted of second degree 
murder and sentenced in August 
1998 to 18 years to life in state 
prison. She remains in custody at 
the Central California Women’s 
Facility in Chowchilla. A

Parole hearing waived for woman 
convicted of 1997 Menlo Park murder

WHY CHOOSE US?

  *   Experience:  Understanding the importance of exercise and fitness and its relationship to health.

  *   Expert staff:  Our fitness staff is professionally trained in methods and mechanics of fitness.

  *   One on one personal training in our new state of the art facility.

  *   An affordable workout that fits your schedule.

  FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Please Call 650-326-2025 or visit www.penvol.org

Classes Available
 *  New State of the Art Fitness Gym
         * Personal One on One Training
         * Duel training
         * Open Gym
 *  Group Fitness Classes
 *  Pilates and Yoga
 *  Other Services
         * Massage Therapy
         * Health & Nutrition Classes

800 Middle Ave
Menlo Park, Ca 94025

Commit to be Fit
at Little House
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Democracy  
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Local journalism 
needs you.

#PressOn

Become a supporting member today. 

SIGN UP AT: 
www.SupportLocalJournalism.org/menlopark

A free and independent press is more 
important today than ever before.

Read us. Follow us. Engage with us. 
Support us.
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N E W S

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

D
espite an attempt by 
Menlo Park fire board 
member Virginia Chang-

Kiraly to smooth things over, 
the Atherton City Council voted 
unanimously March 15 to send a 
strongly worded letter to the fire 
district, berating it for not includ-
ing the town in a study of fire sta-
tion locations.
 The letter, addressed to Menlo 
Park Fire Protection District 
board President Peter Carpenter 
and signed by Atherton Mayor 
Mike Lempres, was unanimously 
approved by the City Council as 
it had originally been drafted. It 
addressed a study by the Citygate 
consulting firm about future fire 
station locations.
 Before council members dis-
cussed the letter, they watched a 
video clip from the Feb. 21 fire 
board meeting in which the fire 
board reviewed and accepted a 
report on the Citygate study. 
 In the clip, board member Rob 
Silano repeatedly asks that the 
report be forwarded to the city 
and county managers in the areas 
the fire district covers — Menlo 
Park, Atherton, East Palo Alto 
and some adjacent unincorpo-
rated areas of San Mateo County 
— for input.
 Board President Carpenter says: 
“Not their input, just to inform 
them. We’re not asking them for 
input.” 
 Mr. Silano and Mr. Carpenter 
then go back and forth, with Mr. 
Silano repeating: “I’d like to hear 
their opinion, their city and town 
managers.” 
 “I don’t want to solicit their 
input,” Mr. Carpenter says, 
“because it’s not their decision to 
make.” 
 “If you’re asking people for 
input, then you’re putting your-
self in the position to say, OK 
given the input, we need to make 
a different decision,” President 
Carpenter says. “If they get a let-
ter saying that we would like their 
input, then they could reasonably 
expect that we’d do something 
with that input.”
 The discussion finally ends with 
Mr. Silano saying, for at least the 
eighth time, that he wants feed-
back.  “I’d like to know how they 
feel,” he says. 
 “Feel free to ask them,” says Mr. 
Carpenter. 
 There was no further discussion 
of the issue at the fire board meet-
ing and Atherton City Manager 
George Rodericks said he was 
told he would be sent a copy of the 
study but never received one. 
 Fire board member Virginia 
Chang-Kiraly, the district’s liaison 
to Atherton, asked the council to 

put off sending the letter. “We’re 
not going to move any station,” 
she said. “This was just informa-
tion only; no decision was made.” 
 The district knows, she said, 
that it “will have to have public 
input of every kind” before mov-
ing or closing any station. 
 “I think we’ve enjoyed a great 
relationship,” she said about joint 
meetings that have been held by 
the fire board and Atherton coun-
cil. “I just want us to continue the 
good work. At the end of the day 
we’re here to serve the residents.”
 Atherton Mayor Lempres said 
he found the idea that the fire dis-
trict did not want input from the 
communities it covers “uncon-
scionable” and “really troubling.”
 Councilman Rick DeGolia said 
the comments “made by your cur-
rent board president ... can only be 
said to be inflammatory.”
  “We specifically asked to 
be involved in any assessment” 
involving services to Atherton, 
he said. “Your president not only 
didn’t want us to be involved, 
but he specifically stated that we 
should not be.”
  “We’re very open to working 
with you on that, but there’s a 
problem,” he said. 
 The Citygate study’s conclu-
sions include eventually moving 
Atherton’s only fire station out of 
the town.  
 The study also concludes that 
a station in Atherton’s new town 
center would provide overlapping 
coverage. The town’s letter says 
that item answers a question the 
town “had not asked.” “Atherton 
had reached this same conclusion 
previously and instead the Town 
requested an emergency medical 
response unit, participation in its 
(emergency operations center), 
or planning for future growth to 
expand services to residents,” the 
letter says.
 In a series of emails, including 
one with the subject “When let-
ters are written by people igno-
rant of the ways in which emer-
gency resources are managed,” 
President Carpenter insisted 
that the letter had factual inac-
curacies and the town misunder-
stood the study, which, he said, 
did look at the other options for a 
fire district presence in the town 
center. 
 The report states its charge 
was to: “Determine the benefit of 
locating an additional fire station 
at the Atherton Town Center that 
includes one added engine.” It 
does not mention looking at any 
other aspect of a fire district pres-
ence in that location. 
 Doing the study without input 
from the town is a “blatant lack of 
regard” for its concerns and “dis-
heartening and counterproduc-
tive,” the letter says. A

Atherton not happy being 
left out of fire station study



26 The Almanac AlmanacNews.com March 22, 2017

By Jeff Aalfs

A
mong its other policy directives, the Trump 
administration is planning to cut funding 
for the Environmental Protection Agency 

by 25 percent. For those of us who take the ques-
tion of climate change seriously, it is clear that we 
will truly need to think globally and act locally.

Here in San Mateo County, your local govern-
ment has taken a bold step to mitigate climate 
change: San Mateo County 
residents are now buying 
cleaner electricity, and Por-
tola Valley is likely to soon 
become the first commu-
nity in the United States to 
buy 100 percent renewable 
electricity.

This electricity is being 
purchased by Peninsula 
Clean Energy, the county’s 
official electricity provid-
er. PCE is a Community 
Choice Energy (CCE) nonprofit organization, and 
was formed in 2016. It is backed by a Joint Powers 
Authority (JPA) agreement among the 20 cities 
and towns of the county, and the county itself; its 
board of directors (of which I am currently the 
vice chairman) consists of one council member 
from each city, and two county supervisors (Dave 
Pine, board chairman, and Carole Groom).

Peninsula Clean Energy’s mission is to provide 
clean, renewable power to all San Mateo County 
ratepayers, at rates that are competitive with 
PG&E. PCE is also working to enable local energy 
projects (generation and storage), which create 
local jobs and local economic benefits. PG&E is 
still responsible for delivery of the electricity and 
maintaining power lines to your house, so you’ll 
have no disruption in service.

Last October, PCE began serving approxi-
mately 80,000 accounts in the county in its Phase 
I launch. In April, the remaining accounts, about 
210,000 in total, will be enrolled in Phase II. Every 
account is now receiving multiple enrollment 
notifications, and all ratepayers have the option of 
keeping their service from PG&E; customers may 
“opt-out” by phone or through the PCE website.

Most customers are automatically enrolled in 

our ECOplus product, which provides 50 percent 
renewable electricity plus another 25 percent 
greenhouse gas-free electricity, at a 3 to 5 percent 
discount to PG&E’s rates. Customers may opt up 
to our ECO100 product, which offers 100 percent 
renewable electricity at a slight premium over 
PG&E’s current rates (typically 2-3 percent of a 
current electricity bill). 

In Portola Valley, customers will automatically 
be enrolled in ECO100, the 100 percent renew-

able electricity product; 
to our knowledge, Por-
tola Valley will become 
the first community to do 
so. (The default level of 
renewable energy for Menlo 
Park, Atherton and Wood-
side ratepayers will be 50 
percent.)

As a council member 
for Portola Valley, I voted 
for ECO100 as a cost-effec-
tive approach to meeting 

the town’s greenhouse gas-reduction goals. As the 
father of two children, I am working with PCE to 
reduce our carbon footprint, making the world 
a slightly, but measurably, better place for all of 
our children and all future generations. We in 
Portola Valley hope that many other ratepayers 
will also “opt-up” to ECO100 and send a message 
that cleaner electricity, and a better future for our 
children, are important. 

Portola Valley residents will be receiving addi-
tional notices between now and their April meter 
read (which is when PCE service will begin). 
Future bills will carry a new line charge for gen-
eration from Peninsula Clean Energy, along with 
a separate credit, from PG&E, for the generation 
no longer purchased.

Portola Valley residents can refer questions to 
me at jaalfs@portolavalley.net or to our sustain-
ability manager, Brandi de Garmeaux, at bde-
garmeaux@portolavalley.net. For PCE questions, 
refer to our website (PeninsulaCleanEnergy.com) 
or call us at (866) 966-0110.

Those of us working to meet your power needs 
through Peninsula Clean Energy look forward to 
introducing new opportunities to save energy and 
money, and to helping preserve our environment. 

We can help combat climate change 
with new renewable energy program

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUESIDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES
Viewpoint

2008 Ford Escape

41,153 miles, 5 Passenger, AC, Power Windows, Am/Fm cd.
Bids accepted in sealed envelopes marked 

West Bay Ford Escape Bid 3-29-2017 bids are  
due by 3pm on March 29, 2017

Awarded to the highest bidder
Public bid opening at 4 PM on Wednesday, March 29, 2017

Locatio
500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025

Bidders must provide the following information in the sealed bid:
Full legal name, current address, phone number, and bid amount.

Vehicle may be inspected from M-F 8am – 4 pm
Vehicles must be picked up and payment received 

within FOUR (4) working days following the bid opening.  

rs are M-F 8 AM to 4 PM.

Payment: Ca  
Money Orders are only accepted forms  

of payment. No personal checks accepted.

Call (650) 321-0384 for more info.
 

and hold harmless the District from any and all damages, injuries,  
and/or causes of action which may involve any equipment, tools, or other goods 

occurring subsequent to the date of this sale. All smog related repairs a 
 

WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT
Invitation to Bid-Surplus Vehicle

Is your agent there 
for you? I am there 

for my clients...
licensed, friendly 

and helpful  
staff.

Serving the community for over 26 years!

CHARLIE PORTER
Farmers® Agency 
License # 0773991
671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
650-327-1313
cporter2@farmersagent.com

GUEST OPINION

Jeff Aalfs is a 

member of the 

Portola Valley City 

Council, and is on  

the board of 

directors of  

Peninsula  

Clean Energy.

Sign up today at AlmanacNews.com

Today’s local news & hot picks  

Fresh news delivered daily

VERY 
REAL
LOCAL 
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Support local journalism 
with a print or online 

subscription starting at 
only $5 /month

Visit:
AlmanacNews.com/user/subscribe/
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286 Selby Lane 
ATHERTON

Ranked #70 Nationally, The Wall Street Journal, 2016
Over $2 billion in sales since 1998   |   lemieuxRE.com

Tom LeMieux

650.465.7459
tom@lemieuxRE.com
License #01066910

Jennifer Bitter Liske

650.308.4401
jennifer@lemieuxRE.com
License #01847627

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY
March 26, 1:30 – 4:30�pm

» 2 bedrooms, office, and 2.5 baths

» Well-appointed with fine finishes 
throughout

» New paint, crown moldings, and 
beautiful hardwood floors

» Updated kitchen and bathrooms

» Fully customized office area

» Each bedroom with en suite bath

» Approximately 1,290 square feet of 
living space 

» Attached 2-car garage

» Center courtyard terrace and rear 
yard for outdoor living

» Lot size of approximately 5,000 
square feet

$1,795,000
For more information, visit lemieuxRE.com

Enchanting Home with  
Beautiful Updates

Submitting items for the Calendar
Go to AlmanacNews.com and see the Community Calendar 
module at the top right side of the page. Click on “Add your event.” If 
the event is of interest to a large number of people, also e-mail a press 
release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.

M E E T I N G S ,  M U S I C ,  T H E AT E R ,  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

Community Events
Friends of the Menlo Park Library holds 
two-day sale of thousands of books, CDs, 
DVDs and more. Shoppers on Sunday can 
fill a bag with books for $2. All proceeds 
support programs and events at the Menlo 
Park Library. March 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 
March 26, noon-2 p.m. Free to attend; books 
and other media start at $0.50. Menlo Park 
Main Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo Park. 
friendsmpl.org/book-sales/
Woodside Community Passover 
Seder Dinner The Woodside Village 
Church and the Oshman Family JCC invite 
the community to their first Woodside 
Community Passover Seder. Celebrating the 
liberation story at the heart of Judaism, this 
inter-generational potluck and musical seder 
will focus on the themes of unity, friendship 
and community. People of all faiths or no 
faith are welcome. After the ceremony, 
everyone is invited to stay for arts and crafts 
and DIY matzah-making. Attendants are 
asked to please RSVP and plan to bring a 
dish to share. March 26, 4:30-7:30 p.m. Free. 
Woodside Village Church, 3154 Woodside 
Road, Woodside. 

Music 
Coleman Itzkoff, cello and Alin Melik-
Adamyan, piano This house concert at the 
Woodside home of Leslie Hsu and Rick Lenon 
(address provided upon ticket purchase), 
features the 2016 Klein Competition Second 
Prize winner, cellist Coleman Itzkoff. He will 
perform with his musical collaborator of 
several years, pianist Alin Melik-Adamyan. 
Program features Debussy Cello Sonata, 
Schubert’s Arpeggione, as well as short works 
by Schumann, Schedrin, Chopin and others. 

March 25, 7-9 p.m. $40. The home of Leslie 
Hsu and Rick Lenon, Woodside. 
Unlocking the Mystery of Music: New 
Findings on How Music Heals and 
Relieves Program features a filmed interview 
with Sarah Johnson, a neurologic music 
therapist. Participants discuss how music can 
help them accomplish personal goals. March 
29, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Bethany, 1095 Cloud 
Ave., West Menlo Park.

Talks & Lectures 
10th Annual Autism Spectrum Disorders 
Update One-day conference for parents, 
educators and care providers of children and 
adults with autism spectrum disorder will focus 
on new research and services. “Autism through 
the Life Span” is presented by Stanford Autism 
Center at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital 
at Stanford University. March 25, 8 a.m. 
0-$100. Li Ka Shing Conference Center, 291 
Campus Drive, Stanford. med.stanford.edu/
autismcenter/events.html

 For most of 
Western history, Ganesh Sitaraman argues, 
economic inequality was inevitable — that is, 
until the United States created its Constitution. 
Sitaraman has served as a policy director 
and senior counsel to Elizabeth Warren and 
is an associate professor of law at Vanderbilt 
Law School. His most recent focus has been 
on America’s shrinking middle class. March 
23, 7:30-9 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park. 
Preserving Your Family History John 
Fiedor, archivist and librarian, gives an 
overview and tips on how to preserve one’s 
family history. March 25, 2-3 p.m. Free. 
Woodside Library, 3140 Woodside Road, 
Woodside. smcl.org
Women Building Businesses from 
the Ground Up Despite the emergence 

of women entrepreneurs and executives, 
fundamental challenges remain to 
entrepreneurial success for women. A panel 
of women will discuss those challenges. 
March 22, 7:30-9 p.m. $40. Kepler’s Books, 
1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. 

Family 
A Visit from President Pete the Cat Special 
storytime features a visit from Woodside 
Library’s President, Pete the Cat. For all ages. 
March 25, 1 p.m. Free. Woodside Library, 
3140 Woodside Road, Woodside. smcl.org/
Baby Sign Storytime for infants (0-18 
months), their caregivers and expectant 
parents. Research studies show that signing 
with babies accelerates language acquisition. 
March 21, 11 a.m. Free. Portola Valley Library, 
765 Portola Road, Portola Valley. 
Cuentos Divertidos, a Bilingual Storytime 
Children hear stories and sing funny songs 
in English and Spanish. Thursdays, ongoing, 
10:30-11 a.m. Free. Atherton Library, 2 
Dinkelspiel Station Lane, Atherton. 
Easter Bunny Photos at Stanford 
Shopping Center Take snapshots with 
Easter Bunny from Friday, March 24, to 
Saturday, April 15, near Center Pavilion. Go 
to simon.noerrbunny.com and reserve an 
appointment. $10. Stanford Shopping Center, 
660 Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto. 
Family Fun, Pizza in a Pot Instructor Karen 
Flores teaches this class, which invites any 
one adult, one child combination to have fun 
while learning how to make a “Pizza in a Pot.” 
Participants decorate and pot-up their pizza 
pot to take home, grow and eventually make 
a pizza using their freshly -grown ingredients. 
All materials provided. March 25, 10:30 a.m.-
noon. Filoli Gardens, 86 Old Canada Road, 
Woodside. 
Puppy Storytime Attendants bring in their 
stuffed puppy or other stuffed friend to this 

themed storytime. Snacks and a fun activity 
follow. For ages 2 and up. March 23, 2 p.m. 
Free. Woodside Library, 3140 Woodside 
Road, Woodside. smcl.org/
Wicked Watercolors In this class, 
participants create crazy, wicked images 
using watercolors and rubbing alcohol. For 
kids ages 7 and up. March 22, 3:30 p.m. Free. 
Woodside Library, 3140 Woodside Road, 
Woodside. smcl.org/

Art & Exhibits 
Dynasty Attendants will get a peek behind 
the scenes of the Asian Art Museum’s new 
exhibition. March 28, 6:30 p.m. Free. Menlo 
Park Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo Park. 
menlopark.org

 
the iconic structure that was built in 1872 and 
destroyed in 1968. The site of the factory was 
near Bayshore Freeway at Walnut Street. Feb. 
14-May 11, Open every day except Monday, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. San Mateo County History 
Museum, 2200 Broadway St., Redwood City. 
historysmc.org
Fashion as art This lecture, led by Elizabeth 
Kessler, lecturer in Stanford University’s 
Program in American Studies and 
Department of Art and Art History, explores 
the representation of fashion in art, the 
adoption of art for the promotion of fashion, 
and the use of fashion as art. March 23 and 
30, 4-6:30 p.m. $50, member; $60, non-
member. Cantor Auditorium, 328 Lomita Drive 
at Museum Way, Stanford. 

Lessons & Classes 
Beginning Floral Design Two-day 
introductory course on home floral design 
with Wendy Morck. March 24, 9:30 a.m.-3:45 
p.m. $365, members; $440, nonmembers. 

Filoli Gardens, 86 Old Canada Road, 
Woodside. 
Hoopla eBook Instruction Class reviews 
Hoopla, a free emedia service from the library.  
March 24, 1-2 p.m. Free. Portola Valley 
Library, 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley. 
Spring Wreaths Under direction of floral 
design instructor Katherine Glazier, participants 
learn how to make spring-themed wreaths 
using seasonal branches, leaves, foliage and 
flowers. March 25, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. $130, 
members; $155, nonmembers. Filoli Gardens, 
86 Old Canada Road, Woodside.

 This club features 
snacks and creative writing activities. All 
materials provided;  open to students in 
grades 1 through 5. Last Tuesday of each 
month, 3:30 p.m. Free. Portola Valley Library, 
765 Portola Road, Portola Valley. 

Health & Wellness 
10 to 2 History Hike with the Friends All 
are invited to join in this hike which will feature 
the history of Wunderlich Park. From 1841 
when John Copinger received a land grant of 
12,545 acres to 1974 when Martin Wunderlich 
gifted 942 acres to San Mateo County to be 
used as a park, this property with stands 
of mixed redwoods, madrones and oaks 
attracted loggers and farmers, the poor and 
needy and the rich and famous. Attendants 
should meet docent Tom Davids at 10 
a.m. at the stable and bring a sack lunch. 
March 24, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Wunderlich 
Park, 4040 Woodside Road, Woodside. 
huddartwunderlichfriends.org/events/
Medicinal Plant Walk and Yoga All levels 
are invited to practice yoga under the 
redwoods and learn how to use the California-
native flora around them as a first aid kit.  
March 25, 8:30-11:45 a.m. Donations are 
accepted. Wunderlich County Park, 4040 
Woodside Road, Woodside. 

Go to AlmanacNews.com/calendar 
to see more local calendar listings

Calendar
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Think you can’t afford to live in America’s most desirable zip code?  Think again!  Nestled on a verdant and bucolic 
country lane, this elegant residence exudes graceful curb appeal and interior warmth from the second you arrive.  
Refinished hardwood floors, a designer color palette, and expansive grounds anchor the property, providing a stylish 
and tasteful backdrop which allows you to make the home your own in an architecturally significant manner.  Zoned for 
Menlo Park schools and situated on a tranquil lot that is just shy of a third of an acre of land, this is an unprecedented 
opportunity with immense flexibility...expand, build new, rent out, or simply live in it as-is.  Centrally located, the home 
sits just two minutes from Encinal Elementary School, nine minutes from Facebook and Downtown Redwood City, and 
ten minutes from Downtown Palo Alto (per Google Maps), offering endless opportunities for both career and leisure.  

Don’t miss your chance to enjoy the classic Californian lifestyle that only Atherton can offer.

UNLIMITED POTENTIAL IN ATHERTON

1 HOLBROOK LANE
ATHERTON

NEW
LISTING

OFFERED AT $1,999,000

3 BED  |  1 BATH

1,140 SQFT  |  13,020 SQFT LOT

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30PM

All information provided is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed and should be independently verified.

James Steele 
License # 01872027 

james.steele@pacunion.com
Direct: 650.796.2523
ThriveInSiliconValley.com

E N J O Y  A N  I N T E R A C T I V E  3 D  T O U R  A N D  P R O P E R T Y  V I D E O  A T 

W W W . O N E H O L B R O O K . C O M
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PART ONE

PART TWO

PART THREE

March 16th, 2017 
6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Topic: Real Property Tax 
– From the Seasoned Citizen’s Point of View 
Speaker: Michael Repka

March 30th, 2017 
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Topic: How to Purchase a Silicon Valley Home for 
Less than Fair Market Value
Speaker: DeLeon Realty Buyer Agents

April 13th, 2017 
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Topic: How to Prepare Your Home to Sell for Top Dollar
Speaker: Michael Repka

6 5 0 . 5 4 3 . 8 5 0 0  |  i n f o @ d e l e o n r e a l t y . c o m  |  w w w . d e l e o n r e a l t y . c o m  |  C a l B R E  # 0 1 9 0 3 2 2 4

 

You are cordially invited to DeLeon Realty’s Seminar Series. 
Gain insight from Michael Repka, the managing broker and general counsel, 

and Deleon Realty’s esteemed buyer agents. 

Palo Alto Elks Lodge
4249 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA

DELEON REALTY
SEMINAR SERIES

Please RSVP by contacting Kathryn Randolph at 650.543.8500
or at RSVP@deleonrealty.com

For more information: www.DELEONREALTY.com

®

REAL ESTATE SEMINAR SERIES

JOIN US 
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PREMIER PROPERTIES represented by 

650.888.8199 
scott@scottdancer.com
www.scottdancer.com
2930 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA 94062
License# 00868362

Coming Soon! 
Stunning Woodside estate with views
Approximately 1.28 acres
Award-winning Woodside School (K-8)

OFFERED AT $4,650,000
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APR.COM
Over 30 Offices Serving The San Francisco Bay Area 866.468.0111

Alain Pinel Realtors® 

FIND YOUR PLACE

/ /

ATHERTON    $10,800,000

65 Selby Lane  |  7bd/11ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

WOODSIDE    $3,988,000

9 Summit Road  |  3bd/2ba
Loren Dakin  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LOS ALTOS HILLS    $3,600,000

12742 Leander Drive  |  4bd/2.5ba
C. Carnevale/N. Aron  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LOS ALTOS    $2,995,000

137 Sylvian Way  |  3bd/2.5ba
M. Corman/M. Montoya  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

REDWOOD CITY    $2,785,000

567 Santa Clara Avenue  |  5bd/4.5ba
Judy Citron  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PALO ALTO    $2,695,000

1833 Edgewood Drive  |  4bd/2.5ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK    $2,498,000

668 Partridge Avenue  |  3bd/2.5ba
Judy Citron  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK   $1,849,000

1330 University Drive #25  |  2bd/2ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

MOUNTAIN VIEW    $1,150,000

2040 W Middlefield Road #16  |  3bd/3ba
M. Corman/M. Montoya  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

REDWOOD CITY    $899,000

703 Chelsea Way  |  2bd/2ba
Diane Rosland  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK    $7,998,000

1050 Louise Street  |  6bd/8ba
Joe Parsons  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

ATHERTON    $4,698,000

4 Bassett Lane  |  5bd/4ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT
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1785 CRONER AVENUE
SUBLIME LOCATION, 

LARGE LOT 
Built in 1925 and continually remodeled 
between 1991- 2011, this lovely 1,600 SF 
home sits on a one-block lane in a highly 
desirable neighborhood with a nice mix of 
traditional and multi-million dollar homes. 
Walk to top Menlo Park schools. 

Data: 8,788 SF lot;   
77’ width x 114’ length;   
MFA 3,782 SF;   
50% lot coverage allowed

PRICED AT $2,500,000
SHOWING BY APPOINTMENT

Margaret Williams, Ph.D. 
Realtor Associate                   
COLDWELL BANKER                                            
Direct:650-917-4365    |    Cell: 650-888-6721    |    margaretwilliams2010@gmail.com    |    CalBRE # 0055421

New Menlo Park Listing!

Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has 
been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records 
and/or other sources deemed reliable. However, neither seller nor 
listing agent has verifi ed this information. If this information is 
important to buyer in determining whether to buy or the purchase 
price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation.

Offered at $5,795,000
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

COURTNEY CHARNEY
650.773.3758
ccharney@apr.com
www.COURTNEYCHARNEY.com
License# 01756013

Follow me on

1890 Oakdell Drive, Menlo Park 

Like-New Exceptional West Menlo Home

• Built by Kelly Construction in 
2014 with thoughtful interior 
design and meticulous care

• Approximately 3,625 square feet

• Approximately 12,000-square-
foot lot

• Two-story, 5 bedrooms, 4 baths

• Granite-appointed kitchen and 
a family room with fi replace and 
doors to the backyard

• Formal living room with 
fi replace and generously sized 
dining room

• First-fl oor bedroom with hall bath

• Spacious master bedroom with 
secluded balcony and lavish bath

• Backyard offers covered porch 
with Connecticut Bluestone patio, 
built-in barbecue and ample lawn

• Amenities include wide-planked 
oak fl oors, 9- to 10-foot ceilings, 
and large windows

• Spacious 2-car garage with 
storage

• Menlo Park schools
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HELEN & BRAD MILLER
#1 Team in Woodside, 2013 – 2016

HELEN MILLER 650.400.3426 | helenhuntermiller@gmail.com | License# 01142061

BRAD MILLER 650.400.1317 | bradm@apr.com | License# 00917768

www.HelenAndBradHomes.com

Fantastic Central Woodside Home Has It All

Enviable blend of  privacy, 
proximity to open space, and 
elegant living situated at the 

end of  a private cul-de-sac in one of  
Woodside’s only gated communities

• Traditional 5-bedroom, 5.5-bath home, 
th bedroom) 

with approximately 6,465 square feet of  
living space

• Unusually large common areas including 
separate living, dining, and dual family 

kitchen and breakfast room

• Perfect outdoor entertaining venues includes 
large deck and patio with built-in barbecue 
overlooking a luxurious custom pool and spa 
with views of  the adjacent open space hills

• Lot size of  3.14+ acres

• Minutes from Town Center shopping and 
restaurants, 280 freeway access, and the 

OPEN SUNDAY  |

www.340JaneDrive.com
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
PREGNANT?   
Considering adoption? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
877-362-2401

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION  
Call us first. Living expenses, hous-
ing, medical, and continued support 
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of 
your choice. Call 24/7. 1-877-879-4709 
(Cal-SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home?   
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
and maintain the value of your home! 
Set an appt today! Call 855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

Advanced Degrees Singles Party

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY

Heirloom Tomato and Plant Sale 

HUGE USED BOOK/CD/DVD SALE

Letters Home From Stanford

US Health Multicultural Event  
You’re invited to a free educational 
session to learn more about the 
healthcare system in the United 
States!  
 
March 22, 2017, 2:30 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
 
El Camino Hospital, Mountain View, 
ground floor, main hospital confer-
ence center 
 
Talks will focus on how to access care, 
how to pay for care, qualifications of 
healthcare and allied staff, interaction 
between Western and traditional 
medicine, and tips on how to best 
navigate the healthcare system. The 
talks will be presented in five differ-
ent languages — Chinese, Russian, 
Hindi, Spanish and English. 
 
Resource tables: Jewish Community 
Center, Chinese Health Initiative, 
South Asian Heart Center, Health 
Library & Resource Center. 
 
This is a FREE event. 
 
Refreshments will be provided. 
 
For registration, go to www.elcami-
nohospital.org/multicultural 
 
You may also register by calling 800-
216-5556 
 
Walk-ins are welcome!

Violin Recital Henry Allison

WISH LIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano  
Private piano lessons for all levels,  
all ages. In your home or mine.  
Bachelor of Music, 20+ years exp. 
650/493-6950

Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.  
Most instruments, voice.  
All ages and levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

Paul Price Music Lessons  
In your home. Piano, violin, viola, theory, 
history. Customized. BA music, choral 
accompanist, arranger, early pop and 
jazz. 800/647-0305

135 Group Activities
World’s ONLY Consulting Detectiv

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE BOOKS/HELP PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
ASSIST IN FRIENDS BOOKSTORE

ASST SECTION MGRS FOR FOPAL 

FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

ford 1995 bronco  
1995 Ford Bronco Only 29k Actual Miles, 
super luxurious interior, Runs like new, 
4X4, Automatic, $2500. Call: 858-264-6373

202 Vehicles Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of. 
Call 800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

GET CASH FOR CARS/TRUCKS!!!   
All Makes/Models 2000-2016! Top $$$ 
Paid! Any Condition! Used or wrecked. 
Running or Not. Free Towing! Call For  
Offer: 1- 888-417-9150. (Cal-SCAN)

Got an Older Car, Boat or RV?   
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-743-1482 
(Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche 356/911/91  
for restoration by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 
Any condition, top $ paid! PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE (707) 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

PA: City Wide Garage Sale 
Saturday, June 3, 8-2  
Helping the environment and 
making money has never been so 
easy. Reusing - whether you 
donate, buy, or sell - is one of the 
best ways to reduce waste and keep 
usable stuff out of the landfill. 
 
Join us for the Palo Alto 
Citywide Yard Sale on 
Saturday, June 3. Last day to sign up 
to host a yard sale is May 5. 
 
Details will be posted on 
www.PaloAltoOnline.com/yardsale/ 
 
The map and listings will be 
uploaded to this page and be 
printed in the June 2 Palo Alto 
Weekly.

Palo Alto, 2058 Edgewood Drive, 
March 25, 9-3  
Moving sale so lots of good things will 
be for sale including kitchen things, 
some small furniture, rugs, dining room 
table and 4 chairs, some outdoor equip-
ment, sea kayak and all the equipment, 
cycling gear, and much much more.

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

235 Wanted to Buy
$CASH$ PAID INSTANTLY  
for Pre-1975 Comic Books, Vintage: 
Star Wars; Transformers/GI Joe Action 
Figures; Video Games-Systems;  
MagictheGathering/Pokémon Cards - 
CALL WILL: 800-242-6130,  
buying@getcashforcomics.com (Cal-SCAN)

245 Miscellaneous
HOME BREAK-INS  
take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! 
Protect your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day!  
Call 855-404-7601 (Cal-SCAN)

SAWMILLS  
from only $4397.00- MAKE and SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com  
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

Kid’s
Stuff

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
Associate Teacher  
Teacher. 50 year old East Palo Alto 
Montessori school. 12 ECE units and some 
Montessori training preferred. Fluency in 
Spanish desirable. Competitive salaries, 
professional development, health insur-
ance and personal leave. 

Mind
& Body

405 Beauty Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE   
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. Order 
now! 844-703-9774. (Cal-SCAN)

420 Healing/
Bodywork
Egg and Dairy Intolerant?  
Floatoffyourplate.com

425 Health Services
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?  
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-relieving 
brace -little or NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hotline Now!  
1-800-796-5091 (Cal-SCAN)

Lung Cancer? 60+ yrs old?  
May Be Entitled To A Significant Cash 
Award. Call 888-338-8056 To Learn 
More. No Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket 
(AAN CAN)

MAKE THE CALL  
to start getting clean today. Free 24/7 
Helpline for alcohol and drug addiction 
treatment. Get help! It is time to take 
your life back! Call Now:  
855-732-4139 (AAN CAN)

OXYGEN - Anytime.  
Anywhere. No tanks to refill. No deliver-
ies. The All-New Inogen One G4 is only 
2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit: 
844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub!   
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. Call  
800-799-4811 for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

450 Personal Growth
DID YOU KNOW   
144 million U.S. Adults read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-CAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
TRUCK DRIVERS  
Obtain Class A CDL in 3 weeks. 
Company Sponsored Training. Also 
Hiring Experienced and Recent 
Graduates. Must be 21 or Older. Call:  
(866) 275-2349. (Cal-SCAN)

PRODUCT MANAGER  
DNAnexus, Inc. has job opp. in 
Mountain View, CA: Product 
Manager. Defining prdct solutns for 
DNA sequence data storage and anly-
sis SW pltfrm. Mail resumes refrnc’g 
Req. #PRD17 to: Attn: K. Green, 1975 
W El Camino Real, Ste 101, Mountain 
View, CA 94040.

560 Employment 
Information
Dirvers: Local Drivers   
Be your own boss. Flexible hours. 
Unlimited earning potential. Must be 
21 with valid U.S. driver’s license, insur-
ance and reliable vehicle. 866-329-2672 
(AAN CAN)

PAID IN ADVANCE!  
Make $1000 A Week Mailing Brochures 
From Home! No Experience Required. 
Helping home workers since 
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start 
Immediately! www.IncomeStation.net 
(AAN CAN)

Business
Services

604 Adult Care 
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-800-550-4822. 
(Cal-SCAN)

619 Consultants
EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release – the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
Do you owe over $10,000  
to the IRS or State in back taxes? Our 
firm works to reduce the tax bill or zero 
it out completely FAST. Call now  
855-993-5796 (Cal-SCAN)

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY  
Benefits. Unable to work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon and Associates at  
1-800-966-1904 to start your application 
today! (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Lowest Prices on Health  
and Dental Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! Call Now! 
888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s hostile business climate? Gain 
the edge with California Newspaper 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

707 Cable/Satellite
DISH TV - BEST DEAL EVER!  
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo. 
Internet (where avail.) FREE Streaming. 
FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE 
HD-DVR. Call 1-800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

Switch to DIRECTV.  
Lock in 2-Year Price Guarantee ($50/
month) w/AT&T Wireless. Over 145 
Channels PLUS Popular Movie Networks 
for Three Months, No Cost! Call  
1- 800-385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Isabel and Elbi’s Housecleaning  
Apartments and homes. Excellent refer-
ences. Great rates. 
650/670-7287 or 650/771-8281

Orkopina Housecleaning   
Cleaning homes in your area since 
1985. 650/962-1536

Silvia’s Cleaning  
We don’t cut corners, we clean them! 
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service 
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est. 
415/860-6988 

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean Ups 
*Irrigation timer programming.  
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242  
landaramon@yahoo.com

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

759 Hauling
 J & G HAULING SERVICE  
Misc. junk, office, gar., furn., green 
waste, more. Local, 20 yrs exp. Lic./
ins. Free est. 650/743-8852 

761 Masonry/Brick

MNF Construction  
Concrete and Masonry Retaining 
walls, interlock pavers, natural stone, 
brick. Stamps, concrete design, drive-
ways. Free est. 650/218-4676. Lic. 
1014484. www.mnfconstruction.com

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

EJ Painting and Decorating  
Int/exterior painting. Texture and 
drywall repairs. Stain and varnish. 10 
years exp. Excel. refs. Lic. #1011227. 
650/679-4953

Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650/322-8325, phone calls ONLY. 

STYLE PAINTING  
Full service interior/ext. Insured. Lic. 
903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering  
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
artificial turf. 36 yrs exp. No job too 
small. Lic #663703. 650/814-5572

781 Pest Control
KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS!  
Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/KIT Complete 
Treatment System. Available: Hardware 
Stores and Home Centers. (Cal-SCAN)

KILL ROACHES-GUARANTEED!  
Buy Harris Roach Tablets or Spray. 
Odorless, Long Lasting. Available: 
Hardware Stores, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com. Try Harris Bed Bug 
Killers Too! (Cal-SCAN)

799 Windows
Rain Gutter Cleaning  
Call Dennis (650) 566-1393 
for your window cleaning, gutter and 
yard clean up needs. Fully lic., ins. 
20 yrs exp. 

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
 Palo Alto, 1 BR/1 BA - $2795/mo

 Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $3895/mo

Palo Alto - $1995/mo

805 Homes for Rent
Ath: 1+ BR/1BA  
Fully furn. guest house. N/S, N/P. 1 car 
parking. $2,899 mo. + utils. Avail. 3/1. 
Email vs22888@gmail.com

Mountain View, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $4350.00

Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA - $7995

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS   
Free Roommate Seervice @ RentMates.
com. Find the perfect roommate to 
complement your personality and life-
style at RentMates.com! (AAN CAN)

Redwood City, 1 BR/2 BA - $1200/mont

820 Home Exchanges
REMODELED WILLOWS HOME!

855 Real Estate 
Services
DID YOU KNOW  
DID YOU KNOW Information is power 
and content is King? Do you need timely 
access to public notices and remain 
relevant in today’s highly competitive 
market? Gain an edge with California 
Newspaper Publishers Association new 
innovative website capublicnotice.com 
and check out the Smart Search Feature. 
For more information call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or www.capublicnotice.com  
(Cal-SCAN)

Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and an  
opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

To place a Classified ad in 
The Almanac, The Palo Alto 

Weekly or The Mountain 
View Voice call 326-8216 or  

at fogster.com

No phone number  
in the ad?  

GO TO

FOGSTER.COMFOGSTER.COM It’s easy to Place your ad via the internet. 
just go to — www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

To place a Classified ad in  
The Almanac call 326-8216  

or at fogster.com
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Michelle Englert
650-387-4405
Michelle@MichelleEnglert.com  
BRE# 01304639

 www.MichelleEnglert.com

222 Camino Al Lago, Atherton

Situated on the corner of a flawless Central Atherton neighborhood road is 
this serene 1.14-acre (approx.) property. Wondrously park-like, with towering 
redwood groves, heritage oaks and myriad flora enveloping the home and 
sprawling grounds. A sweeping, shady driveway leads to the original 1952 
ranch-style home—one of only a few left in the prestigious Menlo Circus Club 
locale.  At approximately 3610 square feet, the 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath home flows 
openly from voluminous room to room offering vintage amenities throughout. 
The home offers a clean canvas for renovation or can be completely replaced 
with a new custom home to complement the splendor of its land.

www.22CaminoAlLago.com List Price: $11,900,000 

LEHUA GREENMAN

650.245.1845

"Begin each 
day with a 

little courage, 
a little 

curiosity,  
and a little 
spring in  

your step."

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
ESTILO BEAUTY SALON 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272476 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Estilo Beauty Salon, located at 377 
Grand Ave., So. San Francisco, CA 94080, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
OMAR GONZALO LOPEZ RANGEL 
1716 Bermuda Way 
Antioch, CA 94509 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 17, 2017.  
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

ANDRES GONZALEZ GARDEN 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272308 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Andres Gonzalez Garden, located at 120 
Grace Ave., E. Palo Alto, CA 94303, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ANDRES GONZALEZ TORRES 
120 Grace Ave. 
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 6, 2017.  
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

File No. M-258320 
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF 
THE USE OF A FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME 
Name of the person(s) abandoning the 
use of the Fictitious Business Name: 
NRG eVgo 
Name of Business: NRG EV Services LLC 
Date of original filing: 10/30/2013 
Address of Principal Place of Business: 
211 Carnegie Ctr., Princeton, NJ 08540 
Registrant’s Name: NRG EV SERVICES LLC 
Residence Address: 211 Carnegie Ctr., 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
The business was conducted by: limited 
liability company. 
Signed by owner: Glen Stancil 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of San Mateo County on 
February 15, 2017 
MARK CHURCH, Assessor-County Clerk-
Recorder & Chief Elections Officer. 
BY: DIANA SIRON, Deputy Clerk 
CN934026 10205199 SO  
Mar 1,8,15,22, 2017

File No. M-250389 
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF 
THE USE OF A FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME 
Name of the person(s) abandoning the 
use of the Fictitious Business Name: 
eVgo 
Name of Business: NRG EV Services LLC 
Date of original filing: 5/14/2012 
Address of Principal Place of Business: 
211 Carnegie Ctr., Princeton, NJ 08540 
Registrant’s Name: NRG EV SERVICES LLC 
Residence Address: 211 Carnegie Ctr., 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
The business was conducted by: limited 
liability company. 
Signed by owner: Glen Stancil 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of San Mateo County on 
February 15, 2017 
ARK CHURCH, Assessor-County Clerk-
Recorder & Chief Elections Officer. 
BY: DIANA SIRON, Deputy Clerk 
CN934025 10205199 SO  
Mar 1,8,15,22, 2017

R A TILE AND STONE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272223 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
R A Tile and Stone, located at 1410 Hess 
Rd. Apt. #5, Redwood City, CA 94061, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ELDER ROCAEL ALVARADO MARROQUIN 
1410 Hess Rd. Apt. #5 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 30, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

PIX & PIECES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272528 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Pix & Pieces, located at 325 Sharon Park 

Dr., Ste. 731, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
DEBORAH MAUFER 
350 Sharon Park Dr. Apt. S 26 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 12-30-2011. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 23, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

GABCIN TRUCKING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272472  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Gabcin Trucking, located at 1390 Bay 
Rd., E. Palo Alto, CA 94303, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ELDER EDUARDO MEJIA MORALES 
1390 Bay Rd. 
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 2-16-2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 16, 2017.  
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

SINCARE MEDICAL TOUR CONCIERGE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272432  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Sincare Medical Tour Concierge, located 
at 1670 S. Amphlett Blvd., 214-19#, San 
Mateo, CA 94402, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JACKIE RESIDENTIAL SERVICE FACILITY 
INC. 
1670 S. Amphlett Blvd., 214-19# 
San Mateo, CA 94402 
CA  
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 3/2016. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 14, 2017.  
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

SORIA’S AUTO MOBILE DETAIL 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272467 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Soria’s Auto Mobile Detail, located at 
1837 Clarke Ave., #21, 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303, San Mateo 
County. 
Registered owner(s): 
JUAN SORIA 
1837 Clarke Ave., #21 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
IVAN SORIA 
1837 Clarke Ave., #21 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: A General 
Partnership. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of 
San Mateo County on February 16, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2017)

THE MONTEREY OFFICES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272565  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
The Monterey Offices, located at 617 
Veterans Boulevard, Ste. 118, Redwood 
City, CA 94063, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
RICHARD M. EBERLI, Trustee 
2020 Avy Avenue 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
PATRICE W. EBERLI, Trustee 
2020 Avy Avenue 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is conducted by: A Trust. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 2-27-2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 27, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2017)

RaverSwag 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272548  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: RaverSwag, located 
at 88 Claremont Avenue, #8, Redwood 
City, CA 94062, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ELEONORA BABAYANTS 
88 Claremont Avenue, #8 
Redwood City, CA 94062 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on 2/10/2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 24, 2017.  
(ALM Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2017)

CLOUD PRINCIPALS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272579  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Cloud Principals, located at 503 Iris St., 
Redwood City, CA 94062, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JOSE PEREZ-ZAMARRON 
503 Iris St. 
Redwood City, CA 94062 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on Feb. 2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 28, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2017)

MENLO LABS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272427  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Menlo Labs, located at 2107 Camino de 
los Robles, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ROBERT KRAUSE 
2107 Camino de los Robles 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 14, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2017)

LITTLE SKY BAKERY 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272628  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Little Sky Bakery, located at 915 Arnold 
Way, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo 
County.  
Is (Are) hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): 
TIAN TIAN MAYIMIN 
915 Arnold Way 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 3/3/2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 3, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2017)

ARYA STEAKHOUSE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272606  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Arya Steakhouse, located at 885 
Middlefield Rd., Redwood City, CA 
94063, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ARYA RESTAURANT GROUP, INC. 
19930 Stevens Creek Blvd. 
Cupertino, CA 95014 
CA 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 2/12/17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 2, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 15, 22, 29; Apr. 5, 2017)

DARIO PETER BERNARD 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272603  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Dario Peter Bernard, located at 1120 
Alberni St., E. Palo Alto, Calif. 94303-
1008, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
DARIO PETE BROWN 
1120 Alberni St. 
E. Palo Alto, Calif. 94303-1008  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 02/03/2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 2, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 15, 22, 29; Apr. 5, 2017)

RODERICK BRUCE TYLER 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272605  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Roderick Bruce Tyler, located at 2572 
Annapolis St., East Palo Alto, CA 94303, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
TYLER RODERICK BRUCE 

2572 Annapolis St. 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 2, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 15, 22, 29; Apr. 5, 2017)

MAYFIELD TRANSPORT 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272695  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Mayfield Transport, located at 139 
Crescent Avenue, Portola Valley, CA 
94028, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
TURCHET TRANSPORT, INC. 
139 Crescent Avenue 
Portola Valley, CA 94028 
California 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on February 3, 
2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 10, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 15, 22, 29; Apr. 5, 2017)

i2eye Media Group 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272643  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
i2eye Media Group, located at 149 
Plymouth Avenue, San Carlos, CA 94070, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
Open Transaction Professional Services, 
Inc. 
149 Plymouth Avenue 
San Carlos, CA 94070 
California 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  

The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 6, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 22, 29; Apr. 5, 12, 2017)

LITTLE AGES CHILDCARE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272650 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Little Ages Childcare, located at 1407 
Hill Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
LISA BORLO 
1407 Hill Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on Jan. 2013. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 7, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 22, 29; Apr. 5, 12, 2017)

QUO AXIOM 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272750 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Quo Axiom, located at 61 Cove Lane, 
Redwood City, CA 94065, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
VINCENT SMITH 
61 Cove Lane 
Redwood City, CA 94065  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 3/14/17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 14, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 22, 29; Apr. 5, 12, 2017)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 17CIV00941 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner: MARIA ELIZABETH URIARTE 
filed a petition with this court for a 
decree changing names as follows: 
MARIA ELIZABETH URIARTE to 
ELIZABETH CECHETTO.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: Thr. April 20, 2017, 
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ, of the Superior 
Court of California, County of San 
Mateo, located at 400 County Center, 
Redwood City, CA 94063. 
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county:  
THE ALMANAC 
Date: March 6, 2017  
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Mar. 22, 29; Apr. 5, 12, 2017)

Public Notices

PROTECT YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS
If it has been 5 years since you filed your Fictitious Business 

Name Statement (your D.B.A.), you must file again to  
protect your legal rights.  Check your records now to see if  

your D.B.A. expires this year. Then call the Almanac, 223-6578,  
for assistance in refiling. It’s inexpensive and easy.
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Woodside $25,495,000
140 Winding Way  Country estate built in 2012 to LEED 
Silver standards. Aprx 3+ stunning ac in Central WDS. 5 
BR/5 BA + 1 half BA
Erika Demma
CalBRE #01230766 650.851.2666

Los Altos Hills $12,888,000
11627 Dawson Dr  Rancho San Antonio sits on 5.7 ac 
w/private Western Hills exposure. Garages for 35+ cars! 
9 BR/5 BA + 1 half BA
David Kelsey
CalBRE #01242399 650.851.2666

Woodside $8,788,000
17900 Skyline Blvd  Large home on over 23 ac of 
privacy. Bright & open flrpln, lg formal LR, DR & gourmet 
kit. 6 BR/7 BA + 1 half BA
David Kelsey
CalBRE #01242399 650.851.2666

Woodside $6,995,000
100 Phillip Rd  Craftsman-style estate in Central 
Woodside. Apprx. 3 flat sunny acres w/pool. Studio apt. 
5 BR/4 BA + 1 half BA
Erika Demma
CalBRE #01230766 650.851.2666

Portola Valley $3,995,000
155 Willowbrook Dr.  California Contemporary on 
1.1 acres. Vaulted ceilings, Lovely LR, DR, Gourmet 
Kitchen, FR 4 BR/3 BA 
Paul Skrabo
CalBRE #00665727 650.324.4456

Menlo Park $3,598,000
1337 Sherman Ave  Brand new West Menlo Park home 
offers comfortable & flexible living! 4 en-suite bedrooms 
4 BR/4 BA + 1 half BA
Judy Shen
CalBRE #01272874 650.325.6161

Atherton l NEW PRICE! $2,598,000
355 Lloyden Park Lane  Tasteful & private 11,700 sf lot. 
New kitchen, master bath, & interior doors. MP/ATH 
high. 4 BR/2 BA 
Camille Eder
CalBRE #01394600 650.324.4456

Menlo Park $2,275,000
1290 Trinity Dr.  Light & bright end-unit townhome with 
office/bonus room, 3BD/2.5BA, 2,865 sq. ft. 3 BR/2 BA 
+ 1 half BA
Hugh Cornish
CalBRE #00912143 650.324.4456

Menlo Park $1,895,000
162 Linfield Drive  This less than 10 year old home 
features a beautiful open floor plan, & 3 spacious bds. 3 
BR/2 BA + 1 half BA
Katie Hammer Riggs
CalBRE #01783432 650.324.4456

Woodside $1,598,000
145 Henrik Ibsen Rd  Good horse property set on 
approx 5acs w/potential ocean vu. Home is filled w/
charm. 4 BR/2 BA 
Valerie Trenter
CalBRE #01367578 650.324.4456

Sunnyvale $1,398,800
363 Orchard Ave  Major remodel and expansion. 
Upbeat, open plan. Great room opens to deck and yard. 
3 BR/3 BA 
Nancy Goldcamp
CalBRE #00787851 650.325.6161

Mountain View $1,280,000
113 Pacchetti Way  Spacious tri-level 3B/3b Rowhome. 
Los Altos Schools! 3 parks, 2 playgrounds. 3 BR/3 BA 
Gwen Luce
CalBRE #00879652 650.324.4456

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC.  BRE License #01908304.

 californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. 

Real Estate Agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. 

Palo Alto $7,995,000
1357 Pitman Ave  Light-filled modern Crescent Park 
home was built in 2009 as a contemporary showpiece. 
4 BR/4 BA + 1 half BA
Hugh Cornish
CalBRE #00912143 650.324.4456

Atherton $3,195,000
41 Maple Ave  Charming Atherton Cottage w/ MP 
Schools. Country chic appeal in a tranquil garden 
setting. 4 BR/4 BA 
Tim Kerns
CalBRE #01800770 650.324.4456

Menlo Park $1,698,000
228 Sand Hill Cir  Wonderful & sunny end unit on quiet 
side of circ. Shows great w/walls of windows in the LR 4 
BR/2 BA + 1 half BA
Wendi Selig-aimonetti
CalBRE #01001476 650.324.4456

Redwood City $1,150,000
1565 Maddux Drive  Beautifully updated, low 
maintenance, perfectly situated Woodside Plaza Home! 
3 BR/1 BA 
Katie Hammer Riggs
CalBRE #01783432 650.324.4456

Menlo Park $758,000
2140 Santa Cruz Ave A101  Opportunity to own at 
Menlo commons-end unit-1st floor-pool-easy access to 
I-280. 2 BR/2 BA 
Beth Leathers
CalBRE #01131116 650.324.4456

This is where love and friendship bloom, 
memories unfold and flowers are always 
welcomed.
  
Coldwell Banker.  Where home begins.

THIS IS HOME


