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67 ROSEWOOD DRIVE, ATHERTON
Five-Star Resort Living with World-Class Amenities Inside & Out
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AN  IRRESISTIBLE OFFER 
FOR NEWCOMERS AND SOCIETY MEMBERS ALIKE 

$600 SHIPBOARD CREDIT, 
PLUS  

INTRODUCTORY DOUBLE 
LOYALTY POINTS  

 $1,795 and 

ENJOY BEST AVAILABLE FARES FROM 

FOR CRYSTAL SOCIETY MEMBERS, BEST AVAILABLE FARES 
PLUS QUADRUPLE REGULARLY EARNED LOYALTY POINTS 

 

BOOK BY MAY 15, 2017 

PER GUEST 

TERMS & CONDITIONS. Best Available Fares are available on select sailings only, are per person 
based on double occupancy for the first two full-fare guests in stateroom, and do not include taxes, 
fees or port charges which vary by departure. Offer valid for bookings made by Worldview 
Travel by May 15, 2017. Best Available Fare offer is subject to availability and may be changed or 
withdrawn at any time at the discretion of Crystal Cruises. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas. Restrictions 
apply. For complete terms & conditions contact Worldview Travel. CST#1007564-40. 

Date Day Voyage Itinerary 

Best 
Available 
Outside 

Best 
Available 
Verandah 

Book by 
May 15 
Outside 

Book by 
May 15 

Verandah 

Aug 3 12 7216 No. Europe $3,450 $3,950 $3,250 $3,750 

Oct 13 14 7326 New England $3,995 $4,495 $3,795 $4,295 

Oct 27 24 7329 So. America $5,895 $6,395 $5,695 $6,195 

Nov 20 7 7330 Caribbean $1,995 $2,495 $1,795 $2,295 

Nov 22 17 7224 Indian Ocean $3,995 $4,595 $3,795 $4,395 

Nov 27 9 7331 Caribbean $2,595 $3,295 $2,395 $3,095 

Dec 6 14 7332 Caribbean $3,695 $4,295 $3,495 $4,095 

Dec 9 13 7225 Africa $3,695 $4,295 $3,495 $4,095 

To book these special Crystal fares, contact  

 
633 Menlo Ave, Suite 230 Menlo Park CA 94025 

Formerly Cardoza Bungey Travel       

            650-325-5600      Email: infomp@worldviewtravel.com  
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
recently released report 
from the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection district shows 

12 people, including its chief, had 
total compensation of more than 
$300,000 in 2016.

A battalion chiefs’ $387,799 in 
total compensation made him 
the top earner, with an engineer/
paramedic not far behind at 
$368,745. 

In past years, the fire district 
has had the highest average pay 
of any govern-
ment agency in 
California. The 
2016 compari-
sons are not yet 
available, but 
the 2016 report-
ed pay appears to be higher than 
it was in 2015, when the state con-
troller’s office showed average pay 
in the fire district of $146,075 and 
the highest total compensation to 
be $359,939.

That year the only state agency 
with a higher average pay was the 
Industrial Development Financ-
ing Advisory Commission, which 
has only one employee, who made 
$202,445 that year.

The compensation report was 
one of eight “Information Only” 
items on the agenda for the 
fire district’s April 18 governing 
board meeting. 

At is.gd/MPFPD_16 the entire 
report is posted online.

Chuck Bernstein, a fire board 
member who serves on the dis-
trict’s Finance Committee with 

board President Peter Carpenter, 
said he applauds the district’s staff 
for making the state-required 
report public at the same time 
it was submitted to the state. 
Disclosing the information “has 
shown good faith with the taxpay-
ers,” he said. 

However, he said, the compen-
sation and benefits are “exces-
sively high” and “do not fit with 
our communities’ norms.”

He said he was speaking as an 
individual, and not for the fire 
board. 

“As the leader of a child care 
and educational 
organization,” 
he said, “I am 
distressed that 
the average 
compensation 
of teachers is 

roughly one-fourth or one-fifth 
that of firefighters, with teachers 
often working more hours and 
possessing higher levels of educa-
tion and training.”

Chief Harold Schapelhouman 
said it is not fair to compare 
firefighters to other public work-
ers. “Outside of law enforce-
ments there isn’t that same high 
expectation of performance and 
response,” as when someone calls 
911, he said. 

“I expect our personnel to live 
by a code of personal conduct and 
behavior that in many cases goes 
against societal norms today. We 
still believe in honor, personal 
integrity, a career of service, duty, 
sacrifice, compassion and courage 
where you put the well-being of 
others and the critical function of 

a team, before yourself,” he said. 
“If something occurs, we expect 

(firefighters) to quickly, efficiently 
and effectively resolve any emer-
gencies that threaten individuals 
or the greater good, regardless of 
the risk or long-term effects it will 
have on them because they swore 
an oath to protect and serve,” he 
said. 

Chief Schapelhouman said 
the district pays “our person-
nel very fairly, given the high 
cost of local housing, the 
schedule they work and for the 
type of difficult and danger-
ous work that they often do.”

“We also have high expectations 
for their individual performance 
and problem-solving under, at 
times, extremely difficult and 
dangerous circumstances. Given 
the potential long-term effects 
this can have on their family lives 
and their own health and psy-
chological well-being, (the pay) 
probably isn’t enough,” he said. 

Mr. Bernstein said he sees sev-
eral reasons for the excessive com-
pensation, starting with a “flawed 
contract-negotiation process.” 
The current contracts, which 
expire in 2018, were negotiated 
by senior district officials whom 

he called “self-interested parties” 
because their own compensation 
and benefits would be affected by 
the negotiations’ outcome.

He said board members did not 
negotiate “because, apparently, 
incompetent board members’ 
involvement in the past led to 
unsatisfactory results,” but he 
hopes at least one board member 
will be on future negotiating 
teams.

President Carpenter said he 
believes the current contract “was, 
after almost 6 years without either 
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Local News
Job Title

Total 
Regular Pay

Overtime 
Pay

Total Payroll 
Earnings

Total 
Compensation

Battalion Chief $198,367 $156 $325,790 $387,799.29

Engineer-Paramedic $137,194 $151,516 $332,328 $368,745.28

Engineer-Paramedic $137,466 $158,457 $329,202 $364,118.14

Captain-Paramedic $159,788 $100,069 $308,335 $346,745.45

Deputy Fire Chief $243,445 – $281,582 $338,861.56

Battalion Chief $198,367 – $279,066 $337,346.88

Division Chief Operations $210,347 – $283,957 $334,896.23

Fire Chief $245,120 – $264,645 $325,975.77

Battalion Chief $189,358 – $275,480 $324,689.12

Captain-Paramedic $158,852 $86,271 $284,349 $321,742.58

Division Chief Facilities $210,347 – $266,807 $317,745.42

Captain-Paramedic $150,892 $85,991 $265,082 $301,024.29

Source: Menlo Park Fire Protection District

This table shows 2016 compensation for the top-earning positions in the Menlo Park Fire Protection 
District. “Total Payroll Earnings” is made up of regular and overtime pay, payouts for unused leave and comp 
time, plus “other pay” for such situations as living near the district or having a bachelor’s degree. “Total 
Compensation” is Total Payroll Earnings plus benefits, such as for health care and retirement.

Woodside seeks residents help to re-examine ethics code

Top 2016 pay in fire district: $387,799

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Woodside Town Coun-
cil is looking for residents 
interested in participating 

in a series of facilitated group 
discussions to consider the town’s 
ethics code and whether changes 
are needed.

Mayor Tom Livermore pro-
posed the idea for an ad hoc com-
mittee to the council in March, 
following up on his February 
pledge to amend the ethics code 
during his tenure as mayor. The 
council had just decided to take 
no action after a months-long 
investigation of an ethics com-
plaint filed against a member of 
the Architectural and Site Review 
Board. 

That investigation raised a 
number of questions about the 
inflexibility of the ethics code, 
and whether this extensive inves-
tigation was warranted. 

The code requires the mayor 
to investigate all complaints and 
present a report of findings to the 
council at a public meeting, where 
the council must accept testimony 
and determine whether a viola-
tion of the code has occurred. 

In this case, the council decided 
to ignore that part of the code and 
not make any determination.

These parts of the code are 
among the matters that the new 
ethics committee may examine.

Mayor Livermore said he envi-
sions a committee of seven to 10 
people — or more, depending on 
the level of interest — meeting 

up to three times, in public, for 
discussions facilitated by a con-
sultant from the Markkula Center 
for Applied Ethics at Santa Clara 
University. 

The facilitator’s role is to edu-
cate committee members on 
ethical concepts used in local 
government, and best practices 
in creating and implementing 
ethics codes. The Markkula Cen-
ter would help prepare recom-
mendations for the council, Mr. 
Livermore said in his proposal.

“Because this is an important 
topic, I recommend that we 
solicit participation from all of the 
Town’s residents,” Mr. Livermore 
said.

Go to tinyurl.com/GsffK for 
more information.

Investigation
In investigating the complaint 

against a member of the  Archi-
tectural and Site Review Board, 
a 41-page report was prepared by 
an outside attorney at a cost to the 
town of $27,465. 

The report recommended that 
the council sustain five of nine 
allegations, but the council voted 
4-0 to follow Mayor Livermore’s 
recommendation and take “no 
further action,” despite the code’s 
instruction to determine whether 

a violation had occurred.
Go to is.gd/ethics24 for more 

information on the investigation.
Under the ethics code, the 

council may impose sanctions on 
elected or appointed officials if it 
determines that a violation has 
occurred.

In response to a question at the 
time by Councilman Daniel Yost 
about whether dropping the mat-
ter without making a determina-
tion would violate the code, Town 
Attorney Jean Savaree said the 
council had the authority to pro-
ceed as the code dictates, but that 
since the review-board member 
was no longer on the board — she 
had allowed her membership to 
lapse and did not apply for reap-
pointment — the council had no 
authority to impose sanctions. A

Months-long ethics 
investigation raises 
questions about  

the code.

Chief Schapelhouman 
was No. 8 in total 

compensation.

See FIRE DISTRICT, page 6
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NOTICE REQUESTING BIDS

WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT 
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION - NEW METAL 

STORAGE BUILDING
Sealed proposals for the Design and Construction - New Metal Storage Building project will 
be received at the West Bay Sanitary District, 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, California 94025 
until 2:00 PM on Wednesday, May 3, 2017 at which time they will be publicly opened and 
read. Bids shall be labeled "West Bay Sanitary District, Proposal for “Design and Construction 
- New Metal Storage Building."
The Work will include the furnishing of all labor, materials, tools, equipment, services, facilities, 
and other appurtenances for the Design and Construction of a New Metal Storage Building 
in the City of Menlo Park.  The work includes, but is not limited to design and construction 
of new metal storage building and foundation, installation of skylight panels, roof ventilators, 
overhead doors, personnel entry doors, and other appurtenances; and excavation, grading, 
and construction of new improvements. 
The contract documents may be inspected at the office of the West Bay Sanitary District; 
San Francisco Builders Exchange, Attn: Deanna Johnson, 850 So. Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco, California 94110; Peninsula Builders Exchange, Attn: Andrea Nettles, 737A 
Industrial Road, San Carlos, California 94070; Santa Clara Builders Exchange, Attn: Kanani 
Fonseca, 400 Reed Street, Santa Clara, California 95050; Builders Exchange of Alameda, 
Attn: Richard Owen, 3055 Alvarado Street, San Leandro, California 94577; Construction 
Bidboard Incorporated, Attn: Plan Room, 11622 El Camino Real, Suite 100, San Diego, CA 
92130; and, Contra Costa Builders Exchange, Attn: April Hamilton, 2440 Stanwell Drive, Suite 
B, Concord, California 94520.
Copies of the Contract Documents may be obtained at the office of the West Bay Sanitary 
District upon payment of a check or money order in the amount of $50.00 for each set. The 
check or money order must be issued to the West Bay Sanitary District. All payments are 
nonrefundable.
A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at 11:00 am on Wednesday, April 12, 2017 
at the West Bay Sanitary District Flow Equalization Facilities located at 1700 Marsh Road in 
Menlo Park, California.
Each bid proposal shall be accompanied by a certified or cashier's check or a proposal 
guaranty bond payable to the order of the West Bay Sanitary District in an amount not less 
than ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid as a guaranty that the bidder will execute the 
contract if it be awarded to him in conformity with the proposal. The successful bidder will 
be required to furnish a performance bond in an amount not less than one hundred percent 
(100%) of the contract price and a labor and material bond in an amount equal to one hundred 
percent (100%) of the contract price.
The District ("Owner") reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to determine which 
proposal is, in the judgment of the District, the lowest responsible bid of a responsible bidder 
or group of bidders and which proposal should be accepted in the best interest of the District. 
The District also reserves the right to waive any informalities in any proposal or bid.
Bid proposals received after the time announced for the opening will not be considered. No 
bidder may withdraw his proposal after the time announced for the opening, or before award 
and execution of the contract, unless the award is delayed for a period exceeding forty-five 
(45) days.
Pursuant to the provisions of Public Contract Code Section 22300, and upon the request and 
at the expense of the Contractor, securities equivalent to the amount withheld by the District 
to insure performance under the Contract may be deposited with the District, or with a state or 
federally chartered bank as escrow agent who shall deliver such securities to the Contractor 
upon satisfactory completion of the contract. Only those securities listed in Government Code 
Section 16430 or other securities approved by the District are eligible for deposit. The deposit 
of securities with an escrow agent or the District shall be made in the form and on such terms 
and conditions as the District may require to protect the interest of the District in the event of 
the Contractor's default. The Contractor shall be the beneficial owner of any securities that 
are deposited and shall receive any interest thereon.
Pertaining to Sections 1770, 1773, and 1773.1 of the California Labor Code the successful 
bidder shall pay not less than the prevailing rate of per diem wages as determined by the 
Director of the California Department of Industrial Relations. Copies of such prevailing rates 
are on file at the District office of the West Bay Sanitary District and which copies shall be 
made available to any interested party on request. The successful bidder shall post a copy of 
such determinations at each job site.
In accordance with the provisions of California Public Contract Code Section 3300, the 
District has determined that the Contractor shall possess a valid Class B License or a 
combination of Class C-39 "Roofing Contractor", C-43 "Sheet Metal Contractor" and C-54 
"Structural Steel Contractor" licenses at the time this contract is awarded. Failure to possess 
the specified license(s) shall render the bid as non-responsive and shall act as a bar to award 
of the contract to any bidder not possessing said license(s) at the time of award.

West Bay Sanitary District
Board of Directors
San Mateo County, California

/s/   Phil Scott                       
District Manager

Dated:        March 28, 2017    

N E W S

a labor agreement or any salary 
increases, the result of a fair nego-
tiation between the district and 
the firefighters.”
 Chief Schapehouman said that 
at the same time the district was 
negotiating the contract it was 
also working to resolve two unfair 
labor practice suits and an over-
time related federal lawsuit. 
 The fire board eventually “col-
lectively found a path to full 
resolution of a very dark chapter 
in labor/management/board rela-
tions,” he said.
 The compensation report shows 
Chief Schapelhouman at number 
eight in total compensation at 
$325,976. Deputy Chief Donald 
Long Jr. was number five with 
$338,862.  Two engineer/para-
medics, a captain/paramedic, a 
battalion chief and a division chief 
also had more total compensation 
than the chief.
 Three of the top four earn-
ers had considerable overtime 
pay. Two engineer/paramedics 
had $158,457 and $151,516 in 
overtime, with their overtime 
earnings surpassing their regular 
pay. A captain/paramedic had 
$100,069 in overtime. 
 Excluding benefits, 15 district 
employees earned $250,000 or 
more in total wages in 2016, 
compared to nine who made that 
much in 2015.
 In January, the district told the 
Almanac that its 2015 compensa-
tion figures were an anomaly, 
because they included six months 
of retroactive pay raises from 
2014, as well as lump sum settle-
ments from two labor relations 
cases the district lost.

 The 2016 report includes as 
regular pay: base salary, com-
pensation for emergency medical 
technician or paramedic creden-
tials (all the district’s firefighters 
are one or the other), holidays, 
other leave, comp time and jury 
duty. Also included in total pay-
roll earnings are all types of over-
time pay, lump sum payments for 
annual leave and comp time cash-
outs, plus “other pay” for items 
including being bilingual, having 
a bachelor’s degree or living close 
to the fire district.
 Mr. Bernstein said he thinks the 
district’s past reporting of pro-
posed wage and benefit packages 
has been “incomplete” and left 
both the public and board mem-
bers unable to see total proposed 
compensation. The “other pay” 
items are “difficult to quantify 
because they vary greatly from 
individual to individual,” he said. 
 Almost every district employee 
received “other pay” ranging from 
a low of $1,643 for an employee 
who appears to have been hired 
near the end of the year, to a high 
of $108,408. 
 Some of the district employees’ 
compensation is paid by outside 
agencies, usually when district 
firefighters are deployed to other 
areas after a disaster, such as a 
wildfire or winter storm. The state 
and federal agencies sometimes 
also pay the district’s overtime 
costs attributed to the absence of 
deployed employees.
 The district hired 20 new fire-
fighters in the past two years and 
plans to hire 10 more this year. The 
documents show in 2016, the mini-
mum annual salary for the lowest 
paid firefighter/EMT was $90,473, 
before adding in any extra, over-
time or lump sum pay. A

FIRE DISTRICT
continued from page 5

Firefighters respond 
to car crash, RV fire

 Firefighters with the Menlo 
Park Fire Protection District 
responded to two major incidents 
on Easter Sunday. 
 In on incident, a man in his 20s 
was severely injured early Sunday 
morning after the vehicle he was 
driving slammed into a tree in the 
2400 block of Sand Hill Road in 
Menlo Park and caught fire.
 Firefighters responded at 4:30 
a.m., extinguished the fire and 
used the “Jaws of Life” cutters 
and spreaders to extricate the 
driver, according to Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District Chief 
Harold Schapelhouman.
 The man was taken to Stanford 
Hospital. His status and identifi-
cation was not available at press 
time.

RV fire
 A 52-year-old man died ear-
ly Sunday morning after his 

recreational vehicle caught fire 
in the North Fair Oaks area, fire 
officials said.
 Chief Schapelhouman said 
Menlo Park and Redwood City 
firefighters responded to 3190 
Park Road just before 6 a.m. and 
found found smoke coming from 
the RV. Firefighters extinguished 
the fire, and found in the back of 
the RV an unconscious man in 
full cardiac arrest. 
 A large hole was cut in the 
side of the RV to extricate the 
man, and medical personnel 
performed CPR and life-saving 
techniques. He was taken to 
Stanford Hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead. His name was 
not released by press time.
 Fire investigators determined 
that a “severely pinched” exten-
sion cord that was run for power 
through the driver’s side door 
likely caused the fire.
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Dear Monica: I live in a very nice 
condo complex that includes in 
the HOA rules a restriction on 
renting one’s unit.   I am going to 
sell my condo this year and am 
wondering if such a restriction 
is a good or bad thing from a 
marketing standpoint.   What 
do you think?    Joan D.

Dear Joan:    Whether a rental 
restriction is a good or bad thing 
depends on the owner/buyer.    
Some owners love the fact that all 
residents are owners because they 
feel that owners have a vested 
interest in the complex and that 
it is harder to enforce condo rules 
on a renter than on an owner. 
Even if the lease stipulates that 
the tenant must adhere to the 

rules, some HOA owners don’t 
think this is enough to maintain 
control if rules are broken.

From a marketing standpoint, 
rental restrictions can be a 
negative selling point. Buyers 
don’t necessarily want to buy a 
home that they can never rent if, 
for example, they are relocated 
and want to keep their condo. 
There are also buyers who 
want to rent for a while until 
they move in but can’t do this 
with rental restrictions. Thus it 
narrows the market considerably 
and potentially affects the value 
of the home. You will still be able 
to sell your condo even with this 
restriction but fewer buyers will 
be interested in the property.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may  
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.  
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

Do Restrictions on Renting My 
Condo Help or Hurt Its Value?

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

You’re Invited to  
Stanford Golf Course 

Support St. Elizabeth Seton Students!

Monday May 8, 2017
Stanford University Golf Course
198 JUNIPERO SERRA BLVD • STANFORD, CA 94305

For more tournament and registration 
information, go to our website at  
WWW.SETONPALOALTO.ORG  

or contact 
Carmel Caligaris at 650.326.1258  
- development@setonpaloalto.org

Community Service Ad Donated by the Palo Alto Weekly
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Menlo Park fire district may hire 
10 more entry-level firefighters

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Menlo Park Fire Pro-
tection District has 
announced plans to hire 

over the next year up to 10 entry-
level firefighters who are also 
emergency medical technicians 
or paramedics.
 Chief Harold Schapelhouman 
said that the district took applica-
tions for 300 emergency medical 
technician/firefighter positions, 
reaching that maximum in just 
over two hours. The district also 
allowed up to 300 applications for 
paramedic/firefighter positions, 
but received only 234 applications 
over 11 days. 
 On April 1, 332 of those 
applicants took a written exam 

for the job. Chief Schapelhou-
man said some did not show 
up for the exams and others 
were disqualified because their 
applications showed they did not 
meet the department’s minimum 
requirements. 
 The chief said that of the 332 
applicants who took the writ-
ten exams, 309 were male, 11 
were female and 12 did not 
declare. The ethnic breakdown 
of the applicants was: four Ameri-
can Indian, 22 Asian, 11 Afri-
can American, 62 Latino, eight 
Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, 19 
two or more races, 194 white, and 
12 did not declare.
 The next step in the process 
is to interview top candidates. 
Candidates must also complete 
and pass a medical, physiological 

and background screening. 
 The new firefighters will join 
the 20 new firefighter/EMTs or 
firefighter/paramedics the district 
has hired in the past year. 
 Chief Schapelhouman said the 
hiring is due both to retire-
ments of district firefighters and 
an expansion of the workforce 
because of development within 
the district. He said the district’s 
goal is to have 93 emergency first 
responders at its seven fire sta-
tions, available to operate nine 
emergency response vehicles 24 
hours a day. 
 The fire district covers Ather-
ton, East Palo Alto, Menlo Park 
and nearly unincorporated 
areas, as well as the SLAC 
National Accelerator Laboratory 
on contract. A

Menlo Park Fire Protection District

The Menlo Park Fire Protection District received its maximum of 300 applications to become a 
firefighter/emergency medical technician for the district in just over two hours. On April 1, applicants took a 
written exam for the job.

Atherton council set to sign contract 
for Menlo Park fire district review

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
$49,500 contract to 
examine the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District’s 

finances, and look at other ways 
Atherton might get fire services 
for its residents, is on the Ather-
ton City Council agenda for 
Wednesday, April 19.
 A proposal from the Matrix 
Consulting Group suggests the 
consultants look at two funda-
mental questions: 
  What are the costs, locally 
generated revenues, and benefits 
of service from the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District?

  What is the financial 
and service feasibility of the 
town creating a municipal fire 
department?
 To answer the first question, 
the consultants propose look-
ing at what taxes and fees from 
Atherton residents go to the fire 
district, how much it costs the 
fire district to provide services 
to the town, and if the revenues 
exceed the costs.
 To answer the second ques-
tion, the consultants propose 
looking at a number of options 
for providing fire service to the 
town, including a municipal fire 
department, contracting with 
another fire service or creating 

a joint powers agreement with 
other regional agencies. 
 The proposal shows the study 
taking 14 weeks to complete. 
 Also on the agenda is final 
adoption of changes in rules 
for accessory dwelling units, a 
look at the budget for the 2017-
18 fiscal year, and a contract 
for pedestrian and bicyclist 
improvements at Middlefield 
Road and Oak Grove Avenue 
and bike lanes along Oak Grove. 
 The council meeting starts at 
7 p.m. in the town’s council 
chambers at 94 Ashfield Road. 
The fire district fiscal review 
contract is near the end of the 
agenda. A Sign up today at AlmanacNews.com

Today’s local news & hot picks
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By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he town of Woodside 
has a longstanding claim 
on the importance of 

“rural character,” though it’s a 
phrase with a meaning open to 
interpretation.
 A project typical of today’s 
Woodside — a residential 
complex that includes a 
6,000-square-foot main house 
— could threaten, perhaps, one 
aspect of the rural character of 
one neighborhood.
 If the town issues one more 

building permit to develop an 
undeveloped parcel on Moun-
tain Wood Lane — a private 
road that provides access for 
about 10 homes — the fire 
code will require a widening of 
what is essentially a half-mile-
long one-lane shared driveway, 
according to Planning Direc-
tor Jackie Young.
 There’s room for just one 
vehicle; encounters require 
someone to back up — a situa-
tion that becomes untenable to 

firefighters after a certain level 
of residential development, 
according to Fire Marshal 
Denise Enea of the Woodside 
Fire Protection District.
 “There’s not a lot of room 
to spare when there are two 
vehicles and one of them is a 
fire truck,” she said. “Ingress 
and egress is one of the most 
important aspects of the fire 
code.”
 The town’s Architectural 
and Site Review Board recently 
reviewed two proposals: a 
design for a 6,000-square-foot 
home at 205 Mountain Wood 

Lane, and a proposal to subdi-
vide the 8.6-acre parcel at 201.

Width options
 Ms. Enea said the fire district 
is aware of the town’s priori-
ties regarding rural character. 
While the code requires roads 
to be at least 20 feet wide, the 
Woodside district has lowered 
that standard to 18 feet in defer-
ence to rural character, she said. 
 Not only that, but the entire 
width need not be paved. A 
road with 14-foot-wide paved 
surface and two-foot shoulders 
is acceptable, provided the 
shoulders are of an all-weather 
surface, she said.
 In the interest of f lexibility, 
Ms. Enea said she has engaged 
with developers, architects and 
property owners in trying to 
meet the fire 
code, includ-
i ng goi ng 
“inch by inch” 
over a drive-
way. “We look 
at every single 
option they 
present to us,” 
she said. “It 
really becomes 
a case-by-case situation.”
 Retired venture capitalist 
and Mountain Wood Lane 
resident Reid Dennis spoke 
at the review board meeting 
in defense of the rarity and 
beauty of the hedges that line 
the road. They would be lost if 
the lane is widened. The lane’s 
narrowness, he added, may 
discourage strangers from vis-
iting the neighborhood. “We’d 
like to keep that,” he said.

More trees to go
 The project at 205 Mountain 
Wood Lane involves building 
a one-story residence of almost 
6,000 square feet, two guest 
houses, a music/fitness building, 
a mechanical building, a pool and 
a spa, according to a staff report.
 The plans propose the felling 
of 57 trees. (This is the same 
property on which 22 significant 
trees were felled without a per-
mit sometime between July 2015 
and June 2016. The Town Coun-
cil issued a fine of $212,500 to 
Rudolph Koppl, the property 
owner at the time the trees were 
felled. Mr. Koppl appealed the 
fine, but to no avail.)
 Ms. Young, the planning 
director, commented on the 
positive aspects of the project — 
a low-profile house, an indoor/

outdoor design, 
and overhangs 
to limit the 
escape of light 
— and recom-
mended areas 
for further 
consideration 
ahead of bring-
ing the project 
back for a for-

mal design review.
 Among those, Ms. Young 
included talking with neighbors 
about the plans, softening the 
formality in several areas, con-
sidering what will be visible 
from the road, the use of stone 
or brick rather than board-form 
concrete for some retaining 
walls, and a site plan that takes 
into consideration the locations 
of structures on neighboring 
properties. A

N E W S

TREE CARE & MAINTENANCE

FOR MORE INFORMATION

• Register at menlopark.org/treecare

• Call 650-349-3000

This FREE workshop will demonstrate water-conscious care, pruning, 
maintenance and irrigation techniques to promote the overall health of 
your trees.

Learn answers to all of your tree-related questions from a professional 
certified arborist.

Saturday, April 29, 2017 
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Arrillaga Family 
Recreation Center 
700 Alma St.

Creating an  
environmentally  
sound community

Photo by Barbara Wood/The Almanac

One more building permit for a property on this one-lane road would trigger a requirement to make it 
wide enough to allow vehicles, including fire trucks, to get past one another.

New residential complex may force 
widening of Mountain Wood Lane

 WOODSIDE

Mountain Wood Lane 
resident Reid Dennis 
spoke in defense of  

the rarity and beauty 
of the hedges that  

line the road.

Facebook plans five festivals
 Facebook plans to hold five 
festivals at its Menlo Park head-
quarters from May through 
October that will be free and 
open to the public.
 The festivals are a different 
iteration of the company-spon-
sored farmers’ markets it hosted 
last year. In 2016, the company 
hosted 25 farmers’ markets that 
had various festival themes and 
raised $45,000 for local non-
profits, according to a Facebook 
spokesperson. 
 This year, the farmers’ markets 
will be brought back in the sum-
mer, “with a twist to better serve 
Belle Haven and East Palo Alto,” 
noted the spokesperson. 
 The 2017 festival dates and 
themes are: 
  Saturday, May 13, noon to 
5 p.m. “Chili, Cars & Everyday 
Stars” is a chili cook-off compe-
tition and car and truck show 
Proceeds will benefit local orga-
nizations including Habitat for 
Humanity, Pets In Need, the Alisa 
Ann Ruch Burn Foundation, 
Warrior Canine Connection and 

the American Red Cross. 
  Saturday, June 24, noon to 
5 p.m. The “Summer Foodfest” 
will celebrate food, summer and 
outdoor activities. Proceeds will 
benefit local environmental and 
sustainability organizations. 
  Saturday, Aug. 26, noon to 5 
p.m. The “Facebook County Fair” 
will feature carnival rides, ani-
mals, entertainment and games. 
Proceeds will benefit local youth, 
schools and mentoring programs. 
  Saturday, Sept. 16, noon to 5 
p.m. Facebook’s “Bacon, Blues & 
Brews” festival will feature bacon-
inspired dishes, blues, jazz and 
craft beer. Proceeds will benefit 
local music and art programs. 
  Saturday, Oct. 28, noon to 5 
p.m. A Dia de los Muertos and 
Halloween festival will feature a 
pumpkin patch, trick-or-treating 
and costume party. Proceeds will 
benefit local organizations to feed 
the hungry.
 All events will be held at Face-
book headquarters at 1 Hacker 
Way in Menlo Park (go to parking 
lot 15.)  A



April 19, 2017 AlmanacNews.com TheAlmanac 9

Menlo Park Dental Excellence
724 Oak Grove Ave, Ste 120 • Menlo Park • 650-838-0260

www.Implant4me.com

Dr. ChauLong Nguyen DDS, MAGD

Meet our compassionate & caring team at Menlo Park Dental Excellence

We take pride in helping you maintain your oral health, 
improve your smile, reconstruct your damaged and worn 
bite and take care of all your Dental Cosmetic needs in a 
state-of-the-art, high tech environment with Digital X-rays, 
CBCT 3D scanner, LASER, CAD-CAM Only-One-Visit crowns 

 
or visit our website 

more information and book 
your appointment with our 

Pat Whelan McDonnell
650-464-3744
pat.mcdonnell@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE# 01926896

Kelly Griggs 
650-464-1965 

Kelly.Griggs@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE # 01812313

Single level expansive ranch boasts 5 bedrooms, 3 baths situated on a level 1+ acre lot in prime West 
Atherton. The spacious and flowing floor plan offers generous common rooms including a living room, 

dining room, oversized family room and lanai. This well-maintained home is light and bright and located 
on a quiet, serene street with many upscale neighboring properties. Enjoy the large pool, patio and lawn, 
which is perfect for entertaining. The property has a circular driveway and a 3-car detached garage with 

additional storage. This home is on a wide, peaceful street that is ideal for biking, walking or jogging.
Call for details 

 Prime West Atherton
30 Adam Way, Atherton

Coming Soon
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Robert W. Taylor, 85, a Wood-
side resident for 34 years and a 
visionary in the development of 
computer networks and mod-
ern personal computing, died 

Thursday, April 13, of compli-
cations of Parkinson’s disease, 
his son Kurt told the New York 
Times.

Mr. Taylor was instrumental 
in the formation of a computer 
network at the famed Advanced 
Research Projects Agency for 
the Department of Defense in 
the 1960s, and during the 1970s 
led a computer lab at the equally 
famous center of innovation, 
the Xerox Palo Alto Research 
Center (PARC).

 As head of a new research 
center in Palo Alto for Digital 
Equipment Corp., Mr. Taylor 
was involved in the development 
of technologies that led to digital 
books, modern workstations, 
and the Java programming 
language.

In recognition of his achieve-
ments, Mr. Taylor was awarded 
in 1999 the National Medal of 
Technology and in 2004, the 
Charles Stark Draper Prize, the 
highest award of the National 
Academy of Engineering.

 In 2013, he was inducted into 
the Computer History Museum 
Hall of Fellows.

Go to is.gd/Taylor22 to see an 
online version of this story with 
links to much more informa-
tion, including a major story 
about Mr. Taylor, written by 
Almanac staff writer Marion 
Softky. A

STEVE GRAY CalBRE #01498634   |  650.743.7702   |  sgray@cbnorcal.com

Born in Menlo Park, Raised in Atherton, Lives in Woodside.

What is Your 
Home Worth?

Introducing  
technology-assisted 

home valuations.

Integrating our proprietary  

valuation engine with the  

expertise and knowledge of  

a local Realtor produces  

home valuations with  

on-point accuracy.

To learn more, contact
STEVE GRAY  650.743.7702

PUCCINI’S

APRIL 15-30

operasj.org

(408) 437-4450

La bohème

N E W S

Robert Taylor, pioneer 
in computing, dies at 85

Volunteers needed
Friday, April 28, is the dead-

line to apply for open positions 
on Atherton town committees.

Positions are open on these 
committees: Audit and Finance 
Commitee, two vacancies; Envi-
ronmental Programs Commit-
tee, two vacancies; Park & Rec-
reation Committee, one vacan-
cy; Planning Commission, one 
vacancy; and Rail Committee, 
one vacancy.

At is.gd/TOA_Ap find the 
application or contact Judi Her-
ren at (650) 752-0585 or jher-
ren@ci.atherton.ca.us.

Robert 
W. Taylor 
was awarded 
in 1999 the 
National Medal 
of Technology 
and in 2004, the 
Charles Stark 
Draper Prize, the 
highest award 
of the National 
Academy of 
Engineering.
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700 El Camino Real - Suite #165 | Menlo Park  
650.324.4278 | www.athertonfineart.com

VOTE FOR US
2014

Just minutes away from Stanford Shopping Center off Sand Hill Road
shadylanegallery.com    •    650-321-1099

Voted Best 
Jewelry • Gifts • Boutique

B E S T  O F

Sharon Heights Shopping Center   •   325 Sharon Park Dr.   •   Menlo Park

Shady Lane
Celebrating Local Artisans

Please
Vote

for us!

650-391-9008
2100 Avy Ave

Menlo Park, CA

www.menloparkbarbershop.com

VOTE FOR US
Menlo Park Barber Shop

20162016
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3130 Alpine Road 
Portola Valley
650.854.3850

Ladera 
Garden 

and 
Gifts 

Best Nursery
Best Florist

Best Gift Shop

Thank you for your  
continued trust & support
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www.ChefKwans.com

VOTE FOR US!VOTE FOR US!

Formerly Su Hong To Go Menlo Park 
Same Chef, Same Menu, New Owner

F l SS HH TT GG M l P k
Best Chinese Restaurant
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SSame Chefhee , S, ame Menu,nu,,,, NeNew Ow Ow Owneww rr
630 Menlo Ave., Menlo Park • (650) 322 - 4631

Best Take Out
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905 El Camino Real
Menlo Park

650-384-6326HARDWOOD, CARPET,
TILE, AREA RUGS

20162016

R
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E

Best Flooring
Thank you  
for your vote!

THE PET PLACE
“Not a chain… just one special store”

20162016

R
EA

DERS’ CHO
IC

EThe Pet Place  
makes my dreams  

come true…

For 24 
consecutive 

years

U.S. Retailer  
of the Year in 

Community Service

Winner of the Golden 
Acorn Award for Business 
of the Year, Professional 
Excellence, 

and 
Community 

Service

“Where animals and animal lovers gather…”

Monday - Friday 9-6 • Thursday til 8 • Saturday 9-5

aveda concept salon

Best Hair Salon
Vote for Us!

LaMigliore
(650) 321-1100

644 Santa Cruz Avenue 
Menlo Park, CA 94025

www.lamiglioreaveda.com

BEST NEW RESTAURANT
BEST CHINESE RESTAURANTE RESTAURURANT

1039 El Camino Real
Menlo Park   

(650) 752-6173
yumchamenlopark.com

VOTE FOR US 

Come in for Dim Sum

GO ONLINE AT 
AlmanacNews.com/readers_choice

Deadline 
to vote: MAY 29
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

S
teven D. McCulley, who 
retired in June 2016 from 
serving concurrently as 

police chief in Washington state’s 
Snoqualmie and North Bend 
communities, is Atherton’s new 
police chief, the town announced 
April 14.  He is expected to start 
by mid-May.

Former Atherton Police Chief 
Ed Flint retired in October, after 
more than six months of medical 

leave. Commander Joe Wade has 
served as acting chief for more 
than a year. 

A native of Washington state, 
Chief McCulley was a Washing-
ton State Patrol trooper for 27 
years, starting at age 21. His jobs 
included criminal investigations 
detective, criminal information 
and technology section com-
mander, statewide bomb squad 
commander, and rapid deploy-
ment force commander. 

Atherton’s announcement says 
that during his six years as chief in 

Snoqualmie and North Bend, he 
“improved transparency, account-
ability, and risk management 
within the police department and 
with both communities, ensuring 
community policing was at the 
forefront of all police operations.”

Chief McCulley did create some 
controversy during his tenure 
in Snoqualmie when he hired 
a police officer who had earlier 
been fired from a police depart-
ment in Tukwila, Washington, for 
using excessive force. 

Atherton City Manager George 

Rodericks said Chief McCulley 
was questioned about the incident 
during the interview process. Mr. 
McCulley said 
the allegations 
about the rogue 
officer “did 
not arise dur-
ing background 
(checks) of the 
candidate,” Mr. 
Rodericks said. 
“Later the issues 
came out. The officer was, of 
course, let go from Snoqualmie 
(for a host of reasons). It was one 
of his regrets,” Mr. Rodericks said.

Chief McCulley has bachelors’ 
degrees in criminal justice and 
sociology from Washington State 
University. He also attended the 
Northwestern University’s School 
of Executive Police Staff and Com-
mand, the University of Arkan-
sas’ Rural Executive Management 
Institute, and the University of 
North Florida’s Institute of Police 
Technology and Management.

He will be paid $193,915 
annually.

In a statement, Chief McCulley 
said he was “strongly drawn to 
the town of Atherton because of 
the professionalism of the town 
management team and the police 
department’s true dedication to a 
very strong community oriented 
policing philosophy.”

“I have always found great suc-
cess in my career by aspiring to 
the motto of ‘No Call Too Small.’  
I look forward to meeting and 
serving the residents of the town 
of Atherton,” he said.

Chief McCulley, 55, was select-
ed by the city manager out of 30 
applicants. He was interviewed 
by four community panels, a 
peer panel and the city manager, 
mayor and vice mayor.

Chief McCulley and his wife 
Lynn have been married for 27 
years. Daughters Megan and Pey-
ton are both due to graduate from 
universities in Washington this 
summer. A

Call us for a free  
in-home assessment!

(650) 328-1001

HCO #414700023

890 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025

Our caregivers, all bonded and insured, 
offer eldercare and lifestyle assistance.

Call us 
anytime 
you need 
an extra 

hand.

Home 
Care is 
better 
when 

people 
care!

“A Visit From the Goon Squad should cement [Egan’s] reputation as one of America’s 

best, and least predictable, literary novelists.”  — Taylor Antrim, The Daily Beast

The Jean and Bill Lane
Lecture Series  2016–2017

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
INFORMATION: 650.723.0011    HTTP://CREATIVEWRITING.STANFORD.EDU 
Sponsored by Stanford University’s Creative Writing Program

Presents  Jennifer Egan
Reading 

 MONDAY, APRIL 24, 2017, 8:00 PM

CUBBERLEY AUDITORIUM

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

485 LASUEN MALL 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY

Photo by Pieter M. Van Hattem

N E W S

Atherton names police chief

Steven McCulley

Suspect charged in 
online hacking case

A 34-year-old San Francisco 
man was arraigned April 11 in 
federal District Court on charges 
in connection with the Sept. 17, 
2015, hacking of AlmanacNews.
com and other websites operated 
by Embarcadero Media, the Palo 
Alto-based publisher of commu-
nity newspapers, including the 
Almanac.

Ross M. Colby was charged 
by a federal grand jury in a 
sealed five-count indictment on 
Thursday, April 6, following an 
18-month investigation by the 
FBI’s Computer Hacking and 
Intellectual Property unit in 
San Jose. The indictment was 
unsealed on April 11. 

At the arraignment, Mr. Colby 
entered a plea of not guilty, posted 
a $50,000 bond and was released. 
He was represented by Palo Alto 
criminal defense attorney Vicki 
Young and will appear before 
U.S. District Judge Lucy Koh in 
San Jose for a status conference 
on May 24.

Mr. Colby is charged with one 
felony for intentional damage to 
a protected computer, another for 
attempted damage to a protected 
computer and three misdemean-
ors for obtaining information 
from a protected computer.

The two felonies carry maxi-
mum sentences of 10 years in 
prison and $250,000 in fines.

The indictment alleges that 
Mr. Colby gained access to 
the corporate Google email 
account of an Embarcadero 
Media employee in July 2015 and 
then used information to cancel 
four domain names and change 
the company’s email exchange 
records to redirect email.

The charges contained in the 
indictment are accusations, and 
the defendant is presumed inno-
cent unless proven guilty.

On the evening of Sept. 17, 2015, 
all of the websites operated by 
Embarcadero Media were taken 
over and all content removed. The 
home pages were replaced with 
an image of Guy Fawkes and a 
message stating the sites had been 
hacked because Embarcadero had 
“failed to remove content that has 
been harmful to the wellbeing 
and safety of others.” The message 
had this threat: “Failure to honor 
all requests to remove content will 
lead to the permanent shutdown 
of all Embarcadero Media Group 
Websites.”

The URL header on each web-
site stated: “Unbalanced jour-
nalism for profit at the cost of 
human right. Brought to you by 
the Almanac.”

The Almanac, serving Menlo 
Park, Portola Valley, Woodside 
and Atherton, is one of Embar-
cadero Media’s four newspapers.  
The company also publishes 
the Palo Alto Weekly, Moun-
tain View Voice and Pleasanton 
Weekly and websites in each 
community.

The company’s IT staff was able 
to regain control of the sites and 
shut them down within an hour 
of the hack so they were no longer 
accessible to the public, but it took 
almost a full day to restore the 
content from backups and bring 
the sites back up.

The Palo Alto Police Depart-
ment conducted a precautionary 
search of the Embarcadero offices 

See HACKING, page 14
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Exclusive Off-MLS Opportunity 

www.1245Hamilton.com 
Offered at $7,988,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

Exquisite Luxury in Crescent Park
Captivating gardens trim this recently remodeled 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath residence of over 4,100 sq. ft. (per plans) that provides a poolhouse 

1245 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto
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 San Mateo County sheriff ’s 
deputies are investigating two 
recent burglaries in Portola 
Valley, one on April 10 on Gold-
en Oak Drive and another on 
April 15 on Brookside Drive.
 Three suspects are at large 
following a break-in and theft 
in the 100 block of Golden Oak 
Drive.
 The resident was out of town 
but his security system and 
smart phone alerted him to 
people on his property. Depu-
ties responded and found a rear 
window broken, and that some 
of the resident’s belongings 
were taken, Detective Salvador 
Zuno said.
 In the Brookside Drive inci-
dent, a resident returned from 
an overnight trip to find per-
sonal property missing from his 

home, Detective Zuno said. 
 Investigators said they learned 
that the burglar or burglars 
probably entered through an 
unlocked rear door, sometime 
between 6 p.m. Friday, April 14, 
and 6 a.m. Saturday, April 15.
 The Sheriff ’s Office reminds 
residents to secure their homes, 
lock their doors and report sus-
picious activity.
 Anyone with information 
about these incident is asked to 
call (650) 363-4911 or the Sher-
iff ’s Office anonymous tip line 
at (800) 547-2700.

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M
andatory public memos 
listing all city-related 
meetings and phone 

calls conducted each week would 
become a requirement for City 
Manager Alex McIntyre and all 
members of the Menlo Park City 
Council and Planning Commis-
sion, under a proposal by Council-
man Ray Mueller.
 The memos would list the name, 
title and affiliated organization of 
people the city officials interact 
with for city-related appointments, 
meetings and phone calls, public 
events and speaking engagements.
 City-related travel informa-
tion would also be reported, 
include the destination, organi-
zations related to the travel, and 
a statement about the purpose of 
the travel.
 The concept, Mr. Mueller said, 

is to increase transparency with 
the public and the press. “It’s 
becoming increasingly evident 
that people aren’t aware of what 
we’re working on,” he said.
 Mr. Mueller has asked that the 
item be put on the agenda of an 
upcoming City Council meeting, 
possibly on May 2 but perhaps on 
April 18, he said.
 San Jose adopted a similar 
policy in 2007 and Santa Clara 
County did so in 2013.
 Planning commissioners would 
be included in the policy because 
they have the power to make land-
use decisions without the council’s 
approval, he said.
 Under the proposed policy, 
each council member, planning 
commissioner and the city man-
ager would have to submit a cal-
endar each Wednesday by 5 p.m. 
covering the previous Monday 
through Sunday.
 This would include meetings 

with constituents, developers, 
non-residential and multi-fam-
ily residential property owners, 
consultants, union representa-
tives, nonprofit or non-govern-
mental organization representa-
tives and lobbyists.
 Some exceptions include 
instances where attorney privi-
lege exists and publicly advertised 
events of more than 15 attendees.
 “At the end of the day, we 
work for the public,” he said. 
“There’s nothing wrong with 
putting together a process so the 
public knows exactly what we’re 
working on.
 Mr. Mueller said he will start 
“walking the walk” before the 
matter comes to the council. “My 
first calendar memo will be pro-
vided to the City Clerk, Wednes-
day, April 26th for publishing,” he 
said in an email. “They are add-
ing the capability to my Council 
web page.” A

EARTH DAY 
CELEBRATION

Creating an 
environmentally 
sound community

FOR MORE INFORMATION
• Visit menlopark.org/earthday
• Call 650-330-6720

ENJOY
• Green expo/informational tables
• Live educational performances 
• Sustainability and tree care 

experts
• Hands-on mulching project
• Face painting
• Photo booth
• Sustainable vendors
• Environmental and water 

conservation giveaways
• Raffle prizes

Saturday, April 22, 2017
9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Bedwell Bayfront Park 
1600 Marsh Road

N E W S

at 2 a.m. on the night of the hack-
ing, and the FBI began an imme-
diate investigation and secured 
company computer records and 
logs later that day.
 According to Embarcadero 
Media President Bill Johnson, 
the damage went far beyond 
the unauthorized access to and 
seizure of the websites. Many 
internal company computer 
records, including all employee 
user accounts and client account 
information and billing records, 
were erased, Mr. Johnson said. 
Fortunately, the company’s back-
up systems made it possible to 
restore all the information over 
the following week.  
 The indictment offers no clues 
as to Mr. Colby’s motivation or 
connection to the Almanac or 
Embarcadero Media. 
 Mr. Colby attended Went-
worth Institute of Technology in 
Boston, Massachusetts, his father 
John Colby, confirmed April 12. 
He was raised in Athol, Massa-
chusetts, a small town of about 
11,300 people in northwestern 
Massachusetts.
 According to his LinkedIn 
page, Mr. Colby claims to be a 
software researcher and devel-
oper at EMC2, now a subsidiary 
of Dell Technologies.
 Dell EMC has offices through-
out the Bay Area, including in 
the Stanford Research Park, 
according to its website.
 Company spokeswoman Lau-
ren Lee said that Dell does not 
employ anyone by Mr. Colby’s 
name.
 Mr. Colby could not be reached 
for comment. His father said on 
April 12 that he did not know 
anything about the indictment 
or his son’s arrest.
 Ms. Young, Mr. Colby’s attor-
ney, did not respond to a request 
for comment.

HACKING
continued from page 12

Should officials disclose meetings?

 PORTOLA VALLEY

Deputies seek suspects 
in residential burglaries
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G U I D E TO 2017 S U M M E R C A M P S FO R K I D S

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Art and Soul Summer Camps Palo Alto
Art, cooking, tinkering, Yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate 
multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our 
children to interpret their world! Summer Unplugged! Ages 
5-13 years. Walter Hays School 

www.artandsoulpa.com 650.269.0423

Athena Camps Los Altos & San Jose
Community building weekly day camps for girls K - 
8th grade.   A unique combination of sports, art projects and 
mentorship designed to build confidence. Sports: tennis, 
volleyball, yoga, fitness, and self-defense and more.  Themes: 
Connect & Communicate, Love & Express Yourself, Unleash 
Your Happiness.
www.AthenaCamps.com 408.490.4972

Community School of Mountain View  
Music and Arts (CSMA) Mountain View
50+ creative camps for Gr. K-8! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, 
Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops, more! 
Two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Extended 
care available. Financial aid offered. 

 www.arts4all.org 650.917.6800 ext. 0

J-Camp at the OFJCC Palo Alto
With options for every age, schedule and interest, J-Camp has 
you covered. Traditional camps focus on variety and building 
friendships, while specialty camps include fantastic options 
like Robotics, Ceramics, Ocean Adventures, Food Truck 
Challenge, TV Studio Production and more. We’re looking 
forward to our best summer ever and want your family to be 
part of the experience.
www.ofjcc-jcamp.com  650.223.8622

Pacific Art League Palo Alto
Dive into creativity this summer! Sign up now to reserve a seat 
in our week-long half- and full-day camps for youth and teens  
ages 9-16. Topics include painting, printmaking, cartooning, 
anime, digital art, animation, photography, ceramics and 
more! Scholarships available!

www.pacificartleague.org/classes 650.321.3891

Palo Alto Community Child Care  
(PACCC) Palo Alto
PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide 
variety of fun opportunities! We are excited to announce all 
of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), PACCC 
Special Interest Units (S.I.U.),  F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and 
Entertainment), J.V. Sports and Operation: Chef! Periodic field 
trips, special visitors and many engaging camp activities, 
songs and skits round out the fun offerings of PACCC Summer 
Camps! Open to campers from all communities! Come join 
the fun in Palo Alto! Register online.

www.paccc.org 650.493.2361

Summer at Athena Academy  Palo Alto
Summer at Athena Academy offers specialized week-long 
camps for children to EXPLORE their passions, CREATE new 
memories, BUILD friendships and PLAY to their hearts’ content. 
Camps include coding, sports & fitness, art, music and more.

www.AthenaAcademy.org/Summer 650.543.4560

TheatreWorks Silicon Valley Palo Alto  
 Menlo Park
Kids who love to act have fun, put on a show, and learn from 
pros at the acclaimed TheatreWorks Silicon Valley camps for 
budding theatre enthusiasts. Spring Break camps for K-6. 
Summer Camps for K-12, plus special teen programs.

www.theatreworks.org/learn/youth  650.463.7146

ACADEMICS

Alexa Café Stanford, Palo Alto High School
Girls ages 10-15 discover technology in a unique environment 
that celebrates creativity, social activism, and entrepreneurship. 
Girls learn engineering principles, code games, design 
websites, explore cyber secuirty, and much more.

www.iDTech.com/Connection 1.844.788.1858

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls  Palo Alto
Casti Camp offers girls a range of age-appropriate activities 
including athletics, art, science, computers, writing, crafts, 
cooking, drama and music classes each day along with weekly 
field trips.

www.castilleja.org/summercamp 650.470.7833

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
Harker summer programs for preschool  -  grade 12 children 
include opportunities for academics, arts, athletics and 
activities. Taught by exceptional, experienced faculty and 
staff, our programs offer something for everyone in a safe and 
supportive environment.

www.summer.harker.org 408.553.5737

iD Tech Camps  Stanford, Bay Area
Students ages 7–17 can learn to code apps, design video 
games, mod Minecraft, engineer robots, model 3D characters, 
design for VR, explore cyber security, and more. Students 
explore campus, learn foundational STEM skills, and gain self-
confidence.

www.iDTech.com/Connection 1.844.788.1858

Mid-Peninsula High School Menlo Park 
Mid-Pen’s Summer Session offers an innovative series of one-
week courses that give students the opportunity to customize 
their own summer program. These courses go beyond 
traditional curriculum, giving students the opportunity to 
enhance their skills while seeking either enrichment or credit 
repair. 

www.mid-pen.com 650.321.1991

STANFORD EXPLORE:  
A Lecture Series  Stanford 
on Biomedical Research 
EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford! Stanford EXPLORE 
offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn 
from Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse 
topics in biomedical science, including bioengineering, 
neurobiology, immunology and many others.

explore.stanford.edu explore-series@stanford.edu

Write Now!  Palo Alto 
Summer Writing Camps Pleasanton
Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson 
School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton. 
Courses this year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing 
and Presentation Techniques. Visit our website for more 
information.

www.headsup.org Emerson: 650.424.1267

 Hacienda: 925.485.5750

ATHLETICS

City of Mountain View  
Recreation Mountain View
Come have a blast with us this summer! We have something 
for everyone – Recreation Camps, Specialty Camps, Sports 
Camps, Swim Lessons and more! Programs begin June 5th – 
register early!

www.mountainview.gov/register 650. 903.6331

ATHLETICS

Hi Five Sports  Sacred Heart Schools 
Summer Camp  Atherton

We are the Premier youth sports summer camp. We bring the 

fun to camp and with over 25 years of experience we make 

sure your child has an experience of a lifetime!!!!

www.hifivesports.com 650.362.4975

Kim Grant Tennis Academy  Palo Alto 
Summer Camps  Monterey* 

Fun and specialized junior camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner, 

Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite levels. 

Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve player 

technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all around 

game. Weekly camps in Palo Alto and sleep away camps at 

Meadowbrook Swim and Tennis*. 

www.KimGrantTennis.com 650.752.8061

Nike Tennis Camps Stanford University
Junior Overnight and Day Camps for boys & girls, ages 9-18 

offered throughout June, July and August.   Adult Weekend 

Clinics (June & Aug). Camps directed by Head Men’s Coach, Paul 

Goldstein, Head Women’s Coach, Lele Forood, and Associate 

Men’s and Women’s Coaches, Brandon Coupe and Frankie 

Brennan.  Come join the fun and get better this summer!

www.USSportsCamps.com 1.800.NIKE.CAMP 
 (1.800.645.3226)

Run for Fun Adventure Day Camp Palo Alto 
Camp High Five Overnight Camp La Honda,  
 Pinecrest
Our Camp offers the ultimate combination of sports, 

adventure and creativity!   Coaches bring lots of positive 

energy and enthusiasm every day.  Each week of day camp 

features two to three adventures with all other days held 

at Juana Briones Elementary.  Adventure highlights include 

climbing tower, archery, dodgeball on the beach, kayaking, 

Great America and more. Overnight Camp includes 

kayaking, horseback riding, archery, campfires, sports, 

crafts and more.  Ages 6-14.  Financial aid available.

www.runforfuncamps.com 650.823.5167

Spartans Sports Camp Mountain View
Spartans Sports Camp offers multi-sport, week-long sessions 

for boys and girls in grades 2-7, sport-specific sessions for 

grades 2-9, color guard camp for grades 3-9, and cheerleading 

camp for grades pre-K – 8. We also offer a hip hop dance camp 

for grades 1-7. Camp dates are June 12  through  July 28  at 

Mountain View High School. The camp is run by MVHS coaches 

and student-athletes and all proceeds benefit the MVHS 

Athletic Department. Lunch and extended care are available.

www.SpartansSportsCamp.com 650.479.5906

Stanford Water Polo Stanford
Ages 7 and up. New to sport or have experience, we have a camp 

for you. Half day or fully day option for boys and girls. All the 

camps offer fundamental skill work, scrimmages and games.

www.stanfordwaterpolocamps.com 650.725.9016

YMCA Summer Camps  Silicon Valley
At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, 

make friends, and feel that they belong.   With hundreds of 

Summer Day Camps at 30+ locations plus Overnight Camps, 

you will find a camp that’s right for your family.   Financial 

assistance is available. 

www.ymcasv.org/summer 408.351.6410

For more information about these camps, see our online directory of camps at paloaltoonline.com/camp_connection

To advertise in this weekly directory, call: 650.326.8210

Camp Connection
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70 Stadler Drive, Woodside    
Tucked away on a quiet, hilltop property of 1.1 acres (per county), this gorgeous, solar-equipped 4 bedroom, 4 bath home of over 

4,000 sq. ft. (per plans) offers an additional garage of 750 sq. ft. (per plans) and showcases outdoor living, dazzling bay views, and 

contemporary upgrades. Natural light cascades throughout the interior, and the rooms are flexibly designed to fit a variety of uses. 

Featuring a hot tub, a counter-current pool, and private access to the trail system of Wunderlich Park, this home is every athlete’s 

dream, and the grounds are even zoned for equestrian use. Enjoy access to exceptional schools like Ormondale Elementary (API 923), 

Corte Madera Middle (API 937), and Woodside High (buyer to verify eligibility).

www.70Stadler.com
For video tour & more photos, please visit: 

Offered at $2,988,000

WOODLAND RETREAT WITH GLORIOUS VIEWS

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1 - 5pm

Complimentary Refreshments
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OPEN HOUSE Gourmet Snacks,
Lattes, & Jazz

Saturday & Sunday
1:00-5:00

www.147Almendral.com    
Offered at $6,988,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

Unparalleled Opportunity in West Atherton 
Towering redwoods surround this jewel of a property, creating a woodland sanctuary of nearly one acre (per county) within this 
highly exclusive address. The spacious premises reveal an enchanting 4 bedroom, 3 bath home of approx. 2,500 sq. ft. (per county) that 

Herman Miller. Boasting a stunning pyramid ceiling, updated amenities, and a versatile layout, the home can easily accommodate 
remodeling and even expansion. Tucked inside one of the most distinguished neighborhoods in Silicon Valley, this setting is within 
mere moments of the celebrated Menlo Circus Club, alluring downtown Menlo Park, and illustrious private schools.

147 Almendral Avenue, Atherton
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t Flea St. Cafe in Menlo Park, 
the customer always comes last.
 It sounds counterintuitive — 
even unappealing — but when 

longtime owner Jesse Ziff Cool explains 
it, it makes sense. Since she opened Flea 
St. Cafe more than 30 years ago, her first 
allegiance has been to the people serv-
ing the customers and by extension, the 
people growing and raising the food on 
their plates. 
 “If you take care of the soil and the 
environment and the water and the way 
the farmers, the fishermen and the ranch-
ers are treated, and then you take care of 
the dishwashers and you take care of all 
the people all the way through, then the 
customer will get taken care of,” she said 
in a recent interview at the restaurant.
 The philosophy embodies what Ms. 
Cool has always been about: high-quality 

food made from clean (chemical-free), 
organic ingredients, with a touch of 
political activism and social justice on 
the side. The longtime local chef and 
restaurant owner was championing 
farm-to-table cuisine and the slow-food 
movement on the Peninsula before those 
terms even existed. 
 Arguably, it’s in her blood. She grew 
up in a small coal-mining town in West-
ern Pennsylvania, where her father, an 
Orthodox Jew, owned a grocery store. He 
used local ingredients in many situations: 
at a bakery he opened, to make ice cream 
from scratch, and to cook for the family 
(as well as his staff). Her uncle owned a 
local meat-processing plant, which she 
said exposed her to whole-animal eating 
— cutting down on food waste by using 
every part of an animal. 
 Food carried her through raising her 

child as a single mother on welfare (in 
exchange for her son’s tuition at a pri-
vate Quaker preschool in Pennsylvania, 
she cooked natural food for the school’s 
lunch). And when she arrived in Palo 
Alto in the 1970s in a Volkswagen bus 
she painted with rainbows, she became 
one of the first waitresses at the health-
conscious Good Earth restaurant on 
University Avenue.
 In 1976, when she opened Late for the 
Train restaurant in Menlo Park with her 
then-husband Bob Cool, the premise was 
“food that had no artificial anything in it 
that was made by hand and (with) love,” 
she said. The restaurant became a com-
munity fixture until its closure in 2003. 
 She  went on to open four more res-
taurants under the same belief: Flea St. 
Cafe (on Alameda de las Pulgas, which 
translate to Avenue of the Fleas) in 1980, 
the now-shuttered jZ Cool in downtown 
Menlo Park in 1999, Cool Cafe at Stan-
ford University’s Cantor Art Center in 
2000 and a second cafe at the Menlo 
Business Park on O’Brien Drive in Menlo 
Park seven years ago. 
 At Flea St., the kitchen staff draw 
inspiration from local farms, ranchers, 
fisherman, Ms. Cool’s own gardens, and 
a row of unlikely planting beds in the 
restaurant’s back parking lot, brimming 
this spring with herbs such as Thai basil, 
cilantro and peppermint celery. The res-
taurant follows a menu but is constantly 
adjusting dishes based on what produce, 
meats or seafood are available. 
 “We don’t look for the perfect beauty; 
we look for the perfect taste and the way 
it’s grown,” Ms. Cool said. “We keep food 
simple.” 

 Over the years, she has worked to 
spread her dogma beyond the kitchen. 
For 11 years, she has taught a cooking 
curriculum class for the Stanford Teach-
ing Education Program, and nine years 
ago spearheaded an effort to revamp the 
food Stanford Hospital serves its employ-
ees (goodbye, mystery meat; hello grass-
fed burgers and steamed local beets).
 She’s taught young children at the Boys 
& Girls Club in East Palo Alto how to 
make her signature biscuits and hosted 
local farms for special dinners at the res-
taurant. She’s been a prolific writer, with 
newspaper columns, magazines articles 
and seven cookbooks — including one 
solely about tomatoes — under her belt. 
 Today, she is still unapologetically 
political, with a penchant for social jus-
tice. She recently designated Flea St. Cafe 
as a sanctuary restaurant in support of 
her immigrant employees. A sign posted 
outside the restaurant’s front door, next 
to the menu of the day, reads: “We wel-
come everyone at our tables and in our 
kitchen.” She’s also taking a newly hired 
young female chef to a conference this 
year, demonstrating how seriously she 
takes her role as a female mentor in a 
male-dominated industry.
 Flea St. is entering a new chapter, with 
a new executive chef heading the kitchen: 
Charlie Parker, a 30-something Menlo 
Park native who grew up blocks from the 
restaurant, often dining there with his 
parents. He went on to cook at esteemed 
restaurants like Manresa in Los Gatos, 
the Village Pub in Woodside, the now-
closed Ubuntu in Napa and famed Noma 
in Copenhagen before ending up at Flea 
St. six months ago. A

Photo by Veronica Weber

Jesse Ziff Cool 
at her West Menlo 
Park restaurant, 
Flea St. Cafe, which 
she has operated 
for 36 years. 
(Cover photo 
also by Veronica 
Weber.)

Cool
Chef-owner Jesse Ziff Cool  

on farm-to-table, social justice and the future  
of her longtime restaurant

By Elena Kadvany
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How novel was the concept of 
clean, organic food when you 
opened Late for the Train?
 “It was so not trendy. It was so not 
heard of. People called us ‘lunatic fringe.’ 
People still smoked in restaurants then. I 
was 27 years old, a hippie in a long dress 
with hair to here, embroidering all the 
chefs’ hats.
 “The vendors would come in and say, 
‘Can I talk to the owner?’ ... I would sit 
these guys down (and) say, ‘I need to 
know the ingredients in your food.’ They 
would just stare at me. I’d say, ‘It’s OK; go 
find out and come back.’
 “I was cooking seasonally because I 
knew that food that wasn’t seasonal had 
preservatives and chemicals in it. It was 
the opposite of trendy. I couldn’t even 
put organic on the menu. We would be 
ridiculed.”

Was that concept something you 
had to educate diners about?
 “Because the food was good, people 
came. Because Palo Alto has always 
been, in my opinion, a think tank, a place 
of thoughtfulness, of resilience and 
resource and energy, a lot of people got 
it. They started liking it because it was 
alternative and real and genuine. 
 “But we were the opposite of main-
stream. Everyone else was going in anoth-
er direction; I was following the farmers. 
Because that’s what I was taught.
 “When I realized I was going to start 
using food as a medium to survive, to 
make a living, for me, the respectful, 
responsible thing to do was what I was 
taught, which was no artificial anything.”

Now it’s pretty normal for  
restaurants to source many of their 
ingredients from local farms. How 
hard was it to do it at that time?
 “There was nothing. People thought 
we were vegetarian, too, because I 
wouldn’t serve meat because I couldn’t 
find it without hormones until Niman 

Ranch started producing 15 years into 
it. I wouldn’t buy fish unless I knew it 
wasn’t treated with lye or unless we 
knew that people in Vietnam or other 
parts of the world were not being hurt 
by producing our food big and cheap. 
 “I would go to the farmers’ market. I’ve 
been going to the (downtown) Palo Alto 
farmers market since it was open. ... They 
are my teachers. Chefs have never been 
my teachers. Gardeners and farmers 
have taught me everything.”

What has it been like to watch the 
evolution of the farm-to-table and 
slow-food movements — from 
when you were called “lunatic 
fringe” to now, when it’s expected 
and even trendy?
 “There were no words like that. There 
was the word organic but ... there wasn’t 
even the word sustainable. I find it really 
exciting and respectful that this next 
generation of cooks for quite a while now 
— at the beginning, it was really hard. 
They would say they understood it when 
they came to our kitchens but they didn’t. 
Now, these kids are light years ahead. 
They get it. The new definition of food is 
genuinely connected to where it comes 
from. I’m glad I’m still alive to see it.”

Can you tell me about your  
relationship with Stanford  
University?
 “I have two. I’ve worked at Stanford 
Hospital for nine years and Stanford 
University for 11 years. (The Stanford 
Teaching Education Program class) — 
it’s curriculum from the garden to the 
kitchen with 10 ingredients, no recipes. 
Four times a year, masters of education 
from the STEP program come to my 
house. They learn gardening and how to 
grow food and the connection of food to 
math, history, science, culture and well-
being ... and then we harvest whatever’s 
out there. Plus, we will make lunch. They 
come into the kitchen with me with 

whatever we can harvest and we use 
olive oil — fat; vinegar — acid; salt, pep-
per, sugar, herbs and spices. That’s it.
 “They build curriculum for math, science, 
history, culture and well-being for elemen-
tary school kids. The only thing we buy at 
the store is cheese, onions — if they’re not 
growing — and pasta. They bring every-
thing in from the garden and they make 
one raw dish and one cooked dish with 
seven ingredients and no recipe.”

And your work at the hospital?
 “It was ahead of its time — connecting 
food and hospital food to well-being in 
2008, 2009, it wasn’t happening. It only 
started about four years ago, when they 
realized beds are always going to be full 
... a lot of people in those beds are (there 
because of) food-related illnesses.
 “It’s the same philosophy — at the hos-
pital, it’s the patient comes last, which 
of course sends any CEO’s face white. If 
you take care of the staff and they know 
that you care about them and they know 
they’re getting a grass-fed burger or 
they’re beginning to cook again, they’re 
going to take care of people who aren’t 
healthy. And it worked. We cut the waste, 
we started buying better ingredients, 
decreasing the amount of meat ... food 
costs went down 10 percent.”

Recently you declared Flea St. 
Cafe a sanctuary restaurant.  
Why did you want to do that?
 “I think we’ve always stood for human 
rights. You don’t poison people with 
food. That means, how dare we want 
cheap, big food ... and possibly have 
people breathing or touching or around 
something that hurts them so that we 
can have big, inexpensive plates of food? 
It’s wrong. 
 “When the sanctuary restaurant came 
up, it was — these people are my fam-
ily. They were scared. ... I just wanted 
them to know that this is a place that 
respected them and honored them, paid 
them better than anywhere else would. I 
need them and they need me. We talked 
about, what if some people didn’t want 
to eat here anymore? I said, ‘It’s OK.’”

One doesn’t typically think of a 
chef or restaurant owner as an 
activist. What role should a  
restaurant play in the realms of 
politics, activism, social justice?
 “I think any human being in business 
who doesn’t stand up for what they 
think is right is not really — this makes 
me want to cry, quite truthfully — hon-
oring their place in the community. ... 
I know that if people don’t speak their 
truth when they think there’s injustice, 
then that’s not OK. If it’s that I’m not will-
ing to do that because of money, it’s just 
not who I am.”

What has your experience been as 
a female chef in what is still a very 
male-dominated industry?
 “Being a woman was really hard. I 
was not respected. But a woman using 
organic food with no classic training ... 
(there was) a lot of disrespect. I had to 
learn how to be strong and not just a 
sweet little hippie chick. I had to learn 
how to be in charge and trust my values. 
It took me, I’d say, 35 years to do that. It’s 
just settling in that it’s OK, as a woman I 
can say ‘my way, not your way.’”

 “As far as being a mother, now that 
my children are grown and they’re awe-
some, I feel like I did it, but most of my 
career I did not feel like I was a good 
enough restaurant owner-chef or a good 
enough mother. ... Those of us who are 
like Joyce Goldstein (Bay Area chef and  
founder of the California Street Cooking 
School in San Francisco), Odessa Piper 
(founder of farm-to-table restaurant 
L’Etoile in Madison, Wisconsin) — there 
are some wonderful women who have 
come up through the ranks. I think all of 
us would say that because we were lov-
ing, good, strong people, we were able 
to do it.”

What is your regular cooking  
routine at home?
 “I eat a lot of soup. I eat here (at Flea 
St.) one or two nights a week. I will do a 
lot of fresh vegetable soups with a little 
bit of meat. I have chickens, so I love hav-
ing egg sandwiches or a piece of really 
good toast with a little bit of meat on it 
and an egg and avocado. ... I indulge. I’m 
somebody who loves chips. What are my 
downfalls? I love salt.”

What’s your guilty pleasure?
 “I love cheese. I call cheese my other 
boyfriend. ... I’m not an ice cream person. 
I’ll take a piece of fresh ricotta, olallieber-
ry jam from Pescadero and finishing salt 
on toast. To me, that’s way better than 
ice cream.”

Tell me about Flea St.’s new  
executive chef, Charlie Parker.  
Is he your successor?
 “I hope so. He’s the right person. I say 
he started 20 years ago going on six 
months. He says, ‘I remember your spin-
ach salad.’ He is one of the finest chefs, 
one of the best palates. He teaches me; 
he pushes my limits. He brings new but 
respects the old. He has a deep connec-
tion to where food comes from and he’s 
a tough chef, but fabulously funny in the 
kitchen. He respects me and what’s gone 
on here. That is a project, to figure out 
how to take a 36-year-old restaurant and 
keep it going.”

Photo by Veronica Weber

Charlie Parker, a 30-something Menlo Park native who grew up blocks from Flea 
St. Cafe, is the new executive chef there. He cooked at esteemed restaurants such as 
Manresa in Los Gatos, the Village Pub in Woodside, and the famed Noma in Copenhagen 
before ending up at Flea St. six months ago.

Lightning round:

  Butter or olive oil?  
Olive oil.
  Wine or cocktails?  
Cocktails.
  Spring, summer, fall or winter?  
Fall.
  Hard or soft boiled egg?  
Soft.
  Coffee or tea?  
Coffee.
  Julia Child or Alice Waters?  
Julia Child.
  Windy Hill or the Dish?  
Windy Hill.
  Describe your cooking 
philosophy in one word.  
Real.

with Jesse CoolA
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Briefs: Flight 
training scholars

 Portola Valley resident Alexan-
dra Strehlow, a junior at Sequoia 
High School, and Menlo Park 
resident Giles Beebe, a junior 

at Menlo-Atherton High, were 
among four Peninsula teens 
awarded flight training scholar-
ships by the San Carlos-based 
nonprofit Upwind Foundation.
 Their award, the Upwind 

Summer Scholarship, begins with 
ground school in April followed 
by flight training in the summer.
 Giles, the son of Barbara and 
Blair Beebe, has been into aviation 
since he was 2 years old and has 
designed, built and flown more 
than 100 remote control aircraft. 
He’s thinking of a career in aero-
space engineering.
 Alexandra, the daughter of 
Susan and Robert Strehlow, is 
also interested in a career in 
aerospace engineering. She has 
been engaged in an aviation 
maintenance program at the San 
Carlos Airport, helping to restore 
a Cessna 152 single-engine plane.
 “I am passionate about helping 
our environment and being a part 
of the future of aviation,” Alex-
andra says, noting her interest in 
aircraft powered by electricity and 
hydrogen.
 Herb Patten, the Upwind foun-
dation’s executive director, com-
menting on the scholarships, 
says that “for general aviation to 
continue, we have to welcome in 
the next generation of pilots.”

Problem-solvers  
advance to state
 A team of three sixth-graders 
from Woodland School in Ladera 
is advancing to the Global Issues 
Problem Solving state competi-
tion April 22-23 at the Nueva 
School in Hillsborough. 
 The team will compete against 
18 other teams on the theme of 
“identity theft.”
 Teams research topics and 
explore their social, political, eco-
nomic, and technological implica-
tions. The teams then identify a 
key problem, and develop a range 
of potential solutions that can be 
put into an action plan.

Helen Howard Harmon, devoted 
mother, mother-in-law, and grand-
mother, died March 8 of complications 
from breast cancer. She was born in 
1940 to Maria and Hartley Howard of 
Washington, D.C. The family moved to 
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY in 1945. 

Helen was a graduate of Hastings 
High School (‘57), attended Swarthmore 
College, and received a Bachelor’s 
degree in Business Administration from 
Syracuse University. 

After graduation, Helen moved to Manhattan to take a job with 
Citibank. There, she met her future husband, Gary Harmon. Gary 
persuaded her that his home state – the “Wild West” of California – 
deserved a chance, so in 1965 Helen and Gary married and moved 
to Silicon Valley. 

Helen worked as a computer programmer for a subsidiary of IBM 
before becoming a volunteer, homemaker, and mother. 

Helen was an active member of Alpha Phi, AAUW, and the 
Century Club. She enjoyed spending time with family, taking 
classes, and going to theater, opera, and the symphony. 

She and her late husband traveled to many countries. Highlights 
include the pyramids of Egypt, the majesty of Persepolis, the 
wildlife of Kenya, a close encounter with blue-footed boobies in the 
Galapagos, and being able to email from Easter Island. 

She is survived by her daughter, son-in-law, and granddaughter, 
Heather, John, and Arya Cochran; and her sisters-in-law Jane 
Howard and Gayle “Sunny” Harmon Mills and their families. Her 
husband of 50 years, Gary Harmon, and her brother, Mike Howard, 
predeceased her. 

Friends are invited to a celebration of her life Saturday, April 29 
at 2:00 PM at the Century Club, 1355 Franklin Street, San Francisco 
CA 94109.

In lieu of flowers, people wishing to make a donation are 
encouraged to consider The Century Club of California, the Club’s 
non-profit organization (The 1888 Foundation), or a charity of the 
donor’s choice.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Helen Howard Harmon
March 3, 1940 – March 8, 2017

Beverly, a proud fourth generation 
Californian, died April 3 in Palo 
Alto. Beverly was born to Mildred 
and Monte Griffiths in Beverly 
Hills, CA in 1924. She attended the 
University of Southern California 
where she graduated first in her class 
in Chemistry. She married Henry S. 
Rowen in 1951. Their life together took 
them to live in England, Washington, 
DC, Boston, Los Angeles and Stanford 
and to travel for study and vacation 
in exotic places, especially in Europe 
and Asia. She worked at North American Aviation, the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, the U.S. House of Representatives, 
the U.S. Trade Representative, and the Port Authority of Redwood 
City. She is survived by her six children, Hilary, Michael, Chris, 
Sheila, Diana and Nick, their spouses and her nine grandchildren. 
Countless guests, from foreign dignitaries to graduate students, 
enjoyed her hospitality and cooking and she was universally loved 
for her lively conversation, wisdom and warmth

A funeral service will be held at the Church of the Nativity 210 
Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park, CA at 11 a.m. Thursday, April 27, 2017 . 
There will be a reception immediately following the service.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to St. Elizabeth Seton 
School,1095 Channing Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94301.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Beverly Camille Rowen
December 26, 1924 – April 3, 2017

Marie Kiyoe Kitajima, a long-
time resident of Palo Alto, passed 
away April 7 at Webster House.

Born in 1931, Marie received 
her Bachelor of Education at San 
Jose State University. Marie was 
a beloved teacher in the Atherton 
and Menlo Park schools.   She 
taught for over 40 years at Laurel 
Elementary School and helped set 
up the Math and Science Lab at 
Oak Knoll Elementary.  

Marie was a talented artist and 
loved knitting and sewing. She 
loved dogs.   She volunteered during her retirement at local 
senior centers with her therapy dog, Molly, her border terrier.   
She also volunteered through the CCIS at Stanford University 
to work with the families of foreign students.   In the process, 
Marie made many international friends through her friendly 
nature and conversation.  

She is survived by her niece, Holly Yoon, and nephew, Kevin 
Kitajima, and her six grandnieces and grandnephews.  

A memorial service will be held in the mausoleum chapel at 
Alta Mesa Memorial Park on Saturday, April 29th at 11 am.  In 
lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to your local SPCA.  

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Marie Kiyoe Kitajima
Resident of Palo Alto

What though the radiance 

which was once so bright.

Be now for ever taken from my 

sight, Though nothing can bring 

back the hour of splendour in the 

grass, of glory in the flower;

We will grieve not, rather find 

strength in what remains behind;

Dear Mom, We thank you for the gift of life, for life gave 

us the gift of you.
P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Lee Stout Stipic
1927 – 2017

C O M M U N I T Y

Woodside: Food-to-go service 
proposed for Alice’s restaurant

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

I
t’s not uncommon for custom-
ers of Alice’s Restaurant in 
Woodside to plan a quick stop 

for a quick meal on their way to 
the beach, only to be waylaid by 
a 45-minute wait for a table and 
a 20-minute wait to be served. 
To address this very real concern, 
the restaurant’s owners are asking 
the town for permission to offer 
quicker service on weekends.
 A proposal for a food-to-go 
kitchen and counter in a building 
behind the restaurant and open 
only on Saturdays and Sundays 
comes before the town’s Plan-
ning Commission on Wednesday, 
April 19. 
 Restaurant owners Jamie and 
Andy Kerr say they would convert 
a 423-square-foot former office 

space into something akin to a 
short-order grill, with nowhere 
to eat but in the vehicles in which 
the customers arrived — or later, 
at the beach.
 The Planning Commission 
meets at 6 p.m. in Independence 
Hall at 2955 Woodside Road 
in Woodside. The restaurant 
proposal is the third item on the 
agenda.
 Parking is another problem that 
a to-go service might alleviate, 
Andy Kerr told the Almanac. The 
parking lots at Alice’s and across 
the street at the Skywood Trad-
ing Post are typically jammed 
on weekends. The intersection 
of state highways 84 and 35, sur-
rounded by forests, has long been 
a scene for cyclists, motorcyclists 
and owners of exotic cars, as 
well as a way point for weekend 
travelers.

 Mr. Kerr said he wouldn’t expect 
the to-go service to increase busi-
ness, but it could work in the 
interests of customers who are on 
their way to somewhere else and 
stopping for a quick bite. They 
may complain about long waits 
and trouble of finding parking, 
but they also end up staying, he 
said — and accepting a change in 
their plans. The same problems 
affect restaurants in Half Moon 
Bay and Pescadero, not to mention 
Bucks of Woodside, Mr. Kerr said.
 The to-go concept at Alice’s, he 
said, would be to say: “We’d love 
to serve you. Here’s another 
option.” The menu would include 
burgers and sandwiches, salads, 
breakfast foods and cold drinks. If 
it’s ordered over the phone or the 
net, “by the time they get there, 
they can grab it and go,” Mr. Kerr 
said. A

 BRIEFS
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C A L E N D A R

Go to AlmanacNews.com/calendar 
to see more local calendar listings

Community Events
Sidewalk Arts Festival About 70 artists 
are expected to exhibit their work at the 35th 
Menlo Park Sidewalk Fine Arts Festival on 
downtown Santa Cruz Avenue on Friday and 
Saturday, April 21 and 22, from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., and on Sunday, April 23, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Artists will show paintings, jewelry, 
photography, ceramics, woodwork and other 
media. The event is free and sponsored by 
the Menlo Park Chamber of Commerce. Go to 
is.gd/arts546 for more information. 

Theater 
 Guests will follow the 

four Pevinsie children through the wardrobe 
into a magical land where animals talk, winter 
is eternal and an evil White Witch holds the 
kingdom in her grip. The Bay Area Educational 
Theater Company brings the magic of C. S. 
Lewis’ “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” 
to life with this production starring child 
performers. April 20, 21, 27 and 28, at 7:30 
p.m.; April 23, 29 and 30, at 2 p.m. $0-$20. 
Canada College Main Theatre, 4200 Farm Hill 
Blvd., Woodside.

Concerts 
 Greg Zelek, 

a Juilliard graduate, plays Christ Church’s 
Visser-Rowland pipe organ. He has played with 
numerous orchestras and the Metropolitan 
Opera in New York. April 21, 7 p.m. $10, 
suggested donation. Christ Church, 815 
Portola Road, Portola Valley. ccpvw.org

Music 
West Music scholar Beth Levy (U.C. Davis) 
explores how the American West has animated 
the works of iconic American composers 
such as Aaron Copland, Roy Harris and Virgil 
Thompson. Part of Stanford Live’s Imagining 
the West series. April 19, 6 p.m. Free. Stanford 
University, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. events.
stanford.edu/events/

 This event is for 
the very young (8 and under) and the young at 
heart. Fun and interactive program with finger 
plays, classic nursery rhyme songs, stories, 
and instrument play. April 19, 11:15 a.m. Free. 
Woodside Library, 3140 Woodside Road, 
Woodside. 

Earth Day
 Annual 

Earth Day celebration  showcases those 
working to advance sustainability at Stanford. 
Sustainable food, entertainment, interactive art, 
and an awards ceremony. April 20, 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. RSVP on the event website. Stanford 
University, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. events.
stanford.edu/events/

 features Bookmobile 
and Imagination Playground, 3D printing, and 
free books, snacks and music. April 22, 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. Free. Earth Day Celebration, 2 
Dinkelspiel Station Lane, Atherton. 

 
All invited for day of fun and information 
on how to design landscaping for dry 
and wet seasons. Tickets, which include 
a lunch voucher, are required and are 
available at Woodside or Portola Valley 
town halls or online at woodsidetown.org. 
April 22, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. $15. Runnymede 
Farm, Woodside, 980 Runnymede Road, 
Woodside. woodsidetown.org

Talks & Authors
 In this follow-up to her hugely 

successful cookbook, “Maman’s Homesick 
Pie,” chef and author Donia Bijan presents an 
Iran few in the West ever see. “The Last Days of 
Cafe Leila” is a novel set in a country balancing 
uncertainly between grace and brutality and 
holds, at its center, the relationship between a 
mother and a daughter as they search for each 
other from across generational and cultural 
divides. April 20, 7:30-9 p.m. Free, RSVPs 
appreciated. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino 
Real, Menlo Park. 

 Stanford writers 
discuss their recently published books.  April 
22, 1 p.m. Free. Stanford University, 450 Serra 
Mall, Stanford. events.stanford.edu/events/

 The League of Women Voters 
of South San Mateo County sponsors 
discussion by Jay Laefer on the latest efforts 
by the American Civil Liberties Union to 
defend everyone’s rights. April 19, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Free. Woodside Road United Methodist 

Church, 2000 Woodside Road, Redwood City. 
lwvssmc.org/calendar.html

 Author Bahiyyih Nakhjavani 
discusses her latest work, “Us & Them,” a 
satire about the Iranian diaspora all over the 
world. April 20, 6:30 p.m. Free. Stanford 
University, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. events.
stanford.edu/events/

, 
who created bold, vibrant paintings that 
combine American street culture, the rhythms 
of jazz, European modernism, and the 
unbridled optimism of the American Dream. 
This lecture, for adults, relates to the de Young 
Museum’s exhibit, which features 70 of Davis’s 
paintings from the 1920s to the 1960s. April 22, 
2 p.m. Free. Woodside Library, 3140 Woodside 
Road, Woodside. 

 
Elisabeth Rosenthal has spent her career 
dissecting today’s healthcare system, and her 
report is grim. This discussion will explore how 
to decode medical doublespeak, avoid the 
pitfalls of the pharmaceuticals racket, and get 
the care one deserves. April 19, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park. 

,  author of “The Day the 
Crayons Quit,” debuts his new, laugh-out-loud 
picture book, “The Legend of Rock, Paper, 
Scissors,” about the classic game. April 19, 
5-6:30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park. 

  Nancy Baym 
of Microsoft Research, Rasmus Nielson of the 
Rueters Institute for the Study of Journalism, 
and Christine Larson, Rebele First Amendment 
Fellow at Stanford, discuss the impact of 
digital media. April 20, 4 p.m. Free. Stanford 
University, 120-101B, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. 
events.stanford.edu/events/

Family 
 This afternoon activity is for 

kids of all ages and features an educational 
program with bubbles. April 24, 4-4:30 p.m. 
Free. Portola Valley Library, 765 Portola Road, 
Portola Valley. 

 Community 
invited to celebrate Dia de los Ninos (Day of 
the Children) with Rachel Palacios, who uses 
her talents to inspire the child and artist in 
everyone. April 26, 3:30 p.m. Free. Woodside 
Library, 3140 Woodside Road, Woodside. 

 This event, 
best for children 18 months to 5 years of 
age, is a chance for kids to meet live animals 
from the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo, like 
hedgehogs, snakes, lizards, rabbits, birds, 
ferrets, rats or insects.  April 24, 11:45 a.m. 
Free. Woodside Library, 3140 Woodside Road, 
Woodside. 

Museums & Exhibits 
 This is an afternoon of 

focused gallery talks by Stanford students at 
the Anderson Collection. Guests welcome to 
attend one or all  talks. They begin at 2 p.m. 
in the galleries and continue until 4 p.m. April 
22, 2 p.m. Free. Stanford University, 450 Serra 
Mall, Stanford. events.stanford.edu/events/

Dance 
 hosts its Gala Celebration, 

featuring several new pieces by renowned 
choreographers Vicente Nebrada, Michel 
Fokine and its very own artistic director, Alexi 
Zubiria.  April 22, 7 p.m. Adults, $30-$45; 
$20, students/children (under 18). Menlo-
Atherton Center for Performing Arts, 555 
Middlefield Road, Atherton. westernballet.org/
performances

 premiers its new full length 
story ballet, “Puss in Boots,” for families with 
kids of all ages.  April 22 and 23, 1 p.m. $20-
$25. Menlo-Atherton Center for Performing 
Arts, 555 Middlefield Road, Atherton. 
westernballet.org/performances

Health & Wellness 
 

Developed by UCLA psychiatrist Dr. Gary 
Small and published by the National Institutes 
of Health and American Journal of Geriatric 
Psychiatry, Jumbo Memory Training can help 
people conquer the most common memory 
challenges. It’s proven effective in up to 95 
percent of participants for up to five yea $99-
$115. Little House Activity Center, 800 Middle 
Ave., Menlo Park. penvol.org/littlehouse

 
Sit and get a full-body workout with an 
experienced instructor, using weights, 
Therabands and other equipment. Tuesdays, 
ongoing, 9:40-10:25 a.m. $5 per class. Menlo 
Park Masonic Lodge, 651 Roble Ave., Menlo 
Park. skylondaworks.com/aerobics

Teens 
 During this class, participants will 

learn about the basics of banking, budgeting 
and saving with San Mateo Credit Union. 
Snacks will be provided. April 26, 3:30-5 p.m. 
Free. Woodside Library, 3140 Woodside Road, 
Woodside. 

 Once a month, there 
will be a party in the Teen Corner with special 
treats and presents for grades 6 to 12. April 25, 
3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. Woodside Library, 3140 
Woodside Road, Woodside. 

Business 
 Paul Wesling, an 

IEEE Life Fellow and distinguished lecturer will 
explore what makes Silicon Valley unique and 
why it came into being. As he explores the 
history of device technology development and 
innovation from 1909 through 1960, attendants 
will “meet” some of the colorful characters. 
April 19, 5 p.m. Free, but RSVP required. 
Stanford University, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. 
events.stanford.edu/events/

Religion & Spirituality 
 The program, titled 

“Amazing Grace,” features an interview 
with Terri Roberts, who was embraced 
by the Amish community following a 
tragedy. During the program, Lifetree CafÈ 
participants will have the opportunity to 
discuss times they’ve felt shame in their 
own lives and consider ways they can 
heal from it. April 19, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. 
Bethany, 1095 Cloud Ave., Menlo Park. 
vimeo.com/206161411

Community Groups 
 In honor of the library’s 

one-year anniversary, there will be a 
design contest to draw one’s favorite part 
of the remodeled library. There will be 
two categories — youth and adult — and 
winning designs will be printed on tote bags 
and t-shirts at the anniversary celebration 
April 29. April 1-22. Free. Woodside Library, 
3140 Woodside Road, Woodside. 

 All ages are welcome to this 
club. The library provides the LEGOs, 

the visitors bring their imagination. Duplo 
building blocks are available for the 
youngest builders. April 22, 12:30-2 p.m. 
Free. Woodside Library, 3140 Woodside 
Road, Woodside. 

 The Menlo 
Park Kiwanis Club — which through 
fundraising supports many local programs 
and organizations — holds meetings each 
Tuesday at the Allied Arts Center. Visitors 
are invited to attend and should contact the 
Kiwanis Club. Tuesdays, ongoing, noon-
1:30 p.m. Free. Allied Arts Center, 75 Arbor 
Road, Menlo Park. menloparkkiwanisclub.
org/meetings-programs-2/

 This event celebrates 
the new Footing at the Wunderlich Park 
Arena, a true equestrian community 
treasure, available to all through yearly 
memberships. The event features a ribbon 
cutting and refreshments with the horse 
community. Arena membership information 
will be available. April 23, 2-4 p.m. Free. 
Wunderlich Park, 4040 Woodside Road, 
Woodside.

Photo by Kate Daly

Getting ready to rock
Showbiz Kidz rehearses at a home in Woodside to get ready for a classic rock gig at the town’s 
Pioneer Saloon on April 22, from 8 p.m. to midnight. From left, the members are Chris Inglis, vocals 
and keyboards; Jack Foster, vocals and guitar; Mark Mangiola, drums; and Woodsiders Deepak Kamra 
and Ray McNaughton, vocals, bass and guitar.

‘Open Spaces and Quiet Places’
“Point Lobos, Sunset” is one of the featured landscape paintings in Mary K. Stahl’s exhibit, “Open 
Spaces and Quiet Places,” on display through April 30 at the Portola Art Gallery in Menlo Park. A 
reception will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday, April 22, at the gallery, located at the Allied Arts 
Guild, 75 Arbor Road. The gallery is open Monday through Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Go 
to marystahl.com for more information.

 CALENDAR
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 A public information work-
shop on a federal study to 
evaluate noise at the San Carlos 
Airport will be held Thursday, 
April 20, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at 
the Hiller Aviation Museum, 601 
Skyway Road in San Carlos, near 
the airport.
 The county’s website says the 
study, funded by the Federal 
Aviation Administration, will 
measure the “current and pro-
jected annualized aircraft noise 
levels at San Carlos Airport” 
and identify impacts to “noise-
sensitive land uses in the airport 
environs.” The study will be done 
with FAA software.
 The study will also look at 
ways to reduce the impacts 
of noise above certain levels 
“through changes in aircraft 
operations or airport facilities.” 
At sancarlosnoise.airportstudy.
com, the materials presented at 
the meeting should be available 
by April 20. 

Committee 
pays fine 
 The committee that backed the 
passage of the Menlo Park City 

School District’s recent parcel 
tax has agreed to pay a $678 fine 
for failing to disclose occupation 
and employer information for 
some campaign donors. 
 The matter is on the agenda of 
the California Fair Political Prac-
tices Commission in Sacramento 
on April 20. According to FPPC 
Communications Director Jay 
Wierenga, the Measure X com-
mittee has already stipulated it 
did violate the reporting require-
ments, and has paid the fine. 
 Campaign chair Stacey Wueste 
said the committee has corrected 
its reports.

USGS talk on 
groundwater
 A federal scientist says that in 
some parts of the U.S., corrosive 
groundwater can leach lead and 
other metals from pipes into 
drinking water.
 Kenneth Belitz, chief  of 
groundwater assessment for the 
National Water Quality Assess-
ment Program, will give a free 

public talk Thursday, April 
27, in Menlo Park on “Poten-
tial Corrosivity of Untreated 
Groundwater in the United 
States.” 
 The program starts at 7 p.m. 

in the U.S. Geological Survey’s 
Rambo Auditorium/Bldg. 3 at 
345 Middlefield Road in Menlo 
Park. 
 The talk will include maps 
showing potentially corrosive 

groundwater in the U.S., where 
44 million people depend on 
domestic wells for drinking 
water. California is mapped as 
an area of moderate hazard for 
corrosive groundwater. 

Home care can keep older adults in their homes. 9 out of 10 of seniors prefer 
to age in their own homes. Hiring a caregiver provides the extra support an older adult
may need to stay where they most prefer: at home. 

Home care helps seniors stay independent longer. A caregiver provides support
with activities of daily living, while encouraging mental and physical stimulation and overall
wellness. They also promote safety in the home by preventing falls or other accidents. 

Home care is personalized to each family. Our care plans at Home Care Assistance
are tailored specifically to each client's unique needs and preferences. Caregivers are
expertly matched and managed by our client care team. Caregivers are available for 
a few hours every day or around-the-clock.

Home care supports advanced care needs. Our caregivers are experienced and
trained to support older adults who are transitioning home from the hospital, recovering
from a stroke or a major medical procedure, or managing chronic conditions such as
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s or diabetes.

Contact a Client Care Manager today to schedule your free 
in-home consultation!

650-263-4724
HomeCareAssistance.com/Palo-Alto
148 Hawthorne Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301 
Come visit us! We’re located in downtown Palo Alto off Alma.

Providing award-winning care to clients in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Portola Valley, Woodside and Atherton!

Let’s Talk About Home Care. 
Let’s talk about how high quality, personalized 
in-home care can help you or a loved one. 

N E W S

 BRIEFS

Public info workshop 
on airport noise study

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac

Road hazard
A shoulder along La Honda Road a couple of miles east of Skyline Boulevard collapsed on April 
12, probably due to storm-related erosion under the road. In response, crews paved the opposite 
shoulder on April 14, put up a temporary guard rail and restored two-way traffic. Go to is.gd/road222 
for more information.
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By Jessica Taylor

I
’m excited to send my daughter to 
Menlo-Atherton High School next 
year. At the Open House a few weeks 

ago, I was moved to see the way our 
community comes together to educate 
its children. The highlight of my evening 
was when a baseball player flew into the 
ceramics classroom still in his uniform, 
described his recent game to his teacher, 
and sat down at the pottery wheel. At 
the end of the evening, I joked with my 
daughter, “Your high school has a swim-
ming pool! My high school had a smok-
ing section.” 

So when I saw the M-A Senior Fash-
ion Show advertised on the Middlefield 
Road video board, I thought it would be 
a fun way to spend a Saturday afternoon 
with her. I anticipated it would give us 
one more reason to celebrate what was 
on the horizon. I imagined we’d get to 
see the students’ fashion creations and 
their vision for the future. Even as M-A’s 
principal opened the event and gushed 
that it was the show’s 30th year, I was 
optimistic. The $30 ticket price was 
steep, but the proceeds were going to sup-
port public education, a cause I support 
wholeheartedly.

Sadly, I can’t un-see the M-A Fashion 
Show. Turns out it’s not a fashion show at 
all, but a pageant advertising local cloth-
ing boutiques, gender stereotypes, and a 
hollow consumerist lifestyle. I squirmed 
in my seat, my daughter to my right, 
sophomore boys to my left, through a 
show that portrayed senior girls in vari-
ous states of cute, pretty, and sexy. Their 

male counterparts compensated for the 
show’s awkwardness with silly dance 
moves, hats, and shades.

 But the most recognizable look the 
teenagers sported was discomfort. These 
children no doubt had countless aca-
demic and athletic 
achievements. That 
afternoon we sub-
jected them to our 
collective gaze.

The spectacle was 
exaggerated by the 
arrival of parents 
on stage — fathers 
in tuxedos “gave 
away” girls in for-
mal dresses. Boys 
in tuxedos were 
admired by mothers sporting sexy 
dresses and sunglasses. I breathed a sigh 
of relief that the segment sponsored by 
the Palo Alto boutique “Nouvelle Bride” 
did not include child brides next to their 
geriatric fathers.

It’s a confusing event. The mood is 
celebratory with pop music pumping. 
These young women and men are in the 
prime of their beauty. The parents’ pride 
in their children is unmistakable. But 
M-A’s diverse student body was hardly 
represented, and the students’ creativity 
was nowhere in sight. The Thrift Store 
segment was the only glimmer of what 
the show might have been. The outfits 
and choreography in that brief interlude 
were designed by the models themselves, 
highlighting the students’ authenticity 
and creativity. 

M-A’s seniors served as props to 

represent a particular lifestyle: golf trips 
to Palm Springs, ski trips in Tahoe, spin-
ning classes at Soul Cycle, season tickets 
to the Giants, and countless galas. The 
message to our girls is clear — a life 
of beauty and leisure is what we value. 

If you look good 
in yoga pants, you 
can marry rich, 
vacation non-stop, 
raise children, and 
choreograph a fash-
ion show like this! 
The message to our 
boys is also dis-
couragingly stereo-
typical — goof off, 
until you inherit 
the prosperity you 

rightly deserve, and then you can take 
your family on cool ski vacations and 
sporting events, marry a younger wife, 
rinse and repeat.

Where was the message that we’ve been 
promoting to our children since elemen-
tary school that they can be whatever 
they can dream? What about the docu-
mentaries that Hillview shows parents 
year after year about the ways the media 
warps our children’s expectations of girls 
and boys?

Sadly, nothing demonstrated our com-
munity’s true ambitions for its children 
better than a full-page advertisement by 
a local Realtor that showed her in all the 
poses from the show: skiing in Tahoe, 
wearing exercise clothes, and finally, 
sprawled backwards in a sexy position 
across her horse. The ad featured a quote 
by Henry David Thoreau, a man who built 

a one-room house on Walden Pond. The 
irony of using Thoreau to sell mansions in 
Atherton was obviously lost on her. 

It’s a confusing time. Our country’s 
first lady is a former model who lied 
about having a college degree and was 
exposed as a plagiarist at the Republican 
National Convention. A top White House 
adviser hawks “looks” for a brand that 
she inherited from her daddy (who also 
secured every job she ever had). 

This is not the future that I want for 
my daughter. I want her to live a life that 
reflects her intentions. I want her to have 
equality in all things. I want her to have 
economic independence. Most important-
ly, I want her to be able to have a family 
and a career; and I’d like her experience to 
be easier than mine has been. I don’t give 
a damn if she ever goes on a ski vacation 
or attends a spinning class.

It shouldn’t come as a surprise that not 
a single outfit appropriate for a work-
ing woman in tech was modeled at the 
M-A Senior Fashion Show. The lifestyle 
portrayed is hardly representative of the 
life I lead as a tech professional and the 
challenges our kids face, most especially 
our young women.

Later that night, I described the event 
to a Sacred Heart teacher. She confessed 
that the fashion show tradition began at 
her school, but that the school was finally 
doing away with it this year.

In this singular case, I hope that our 
public school will follow Sacred Heart’s 
lead. I have seen my last M-A fashion 
show. I hope our community, and most 
especially the young women and men in 
our community, have too.

It’s time to ax the M-A Senior Fashion Show

GUEST OPINION

Menlo Park 

resident Jessica 

Taylor is director 

of marketing 

at Keepsafe 

Software and a 

mother of three.

Put people’s interests 
ahead of economic growth
Editor:
I read in the March 29 issue of the 
Almanac that the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection District had plans to 
expand the fire station on Chilco 
Street, meeting the needs of the 
constantly growing development 
(“Community outcry torpedoes 
fire station plan,” by Barbara 
Wood). In doing so, a next-door 
neighbor would be displaced.

Why not build a new fire sta-
tion in the industrial part of 
Menlo Park where “massive” 
increases of development are 
planned and approved? Why 
force people out of their homes so 
big businesses can move in and 
provide the city with more mon-
ey? This is just another example 
of a city destroying itself. 

Most of the Peninsula’s 

environmental, financial, and 
health problems stem from too 
many people living in one place. 
Local businesses and hiring, and 
nonprofit organizations that 
help educate kids and adults 
about why population explo-
sion is detrimental to the whole 
planet — and how to prevent it 
— need to be supported.

Every action an individual 
takes affects the health and 
well-being of others, both men-
tally and physically, which can 
be seen and felt on our planet. 
There is more to life than just 
economic growth.

Jackie Leonard-Dimmick 
Walnut Avenue, Atherton

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

LETTERS
Our readers write

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES
Viewpoint

Menlo Park Historical Association

Looking back
This 50-room Menlo Park mansion was built by banker Milton S. Latham in the 1870s and named 
Thurlow Lodge, according to “Beyond the Gate,” a Menlo Park history book by Michael Svanevik and 
Shirley Burgett. After Mr. Latham fell upon hard times, the estate was auctioned off. In 1888, it was 
given as a Christmas gift by Mary Hopkins, widow of railroad builder Mark Hopkins, to her adopted 
son, Timothy, and his wife, the widow’s niece. The couple, who also had a home in San Francisco, 
renamed the mansion Sherwood Hall and established a nursery on the estate, growing some 250 
varieties of chrysanthemums and 10,000 plots of roses, according to the book.

Today’s local news 

and hot picks

Sign up today at  

AlmanacNews.com
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650.619.6461

hcornish@cbnorcal.com

CalBRE# 00912143

www.HughCornish.com

53 JAMES AVENUE, ATHERTON
Custom Estate Built by Pacific Peninsula Group

• Traditional estate custom built in 2007 by renowned architect and builder  

Pacific Peninsula Group 

• Central Lindenwood neighborhood at the end of a cul-de-sac 

• Three-level main residence with 4 bedrooms, 4 full baths, and 2 half-baths plus 

living room, gourmet kitchen, family room,  recreation room, theatre, fitness center 

and wine cellar

• Spacious 1-bedroom, 1-bath guest house with full kitchen

• Approximately 10,745 total square feet 

• Main home: 8,425 square feet

• 3-car garage: 760 square feet

• Guest house: 1,015 square feet

• Storage: 545 square feet

• Pool and spa surrounded in Connecticut bluestone

• Approximately 1.14 acres of exquisitely landscaped grounds by Thomas Klope 

with secret water garden, level lawn, vegetable beds, and specimen trees

• Excellent Menlo Park schools

Top 1% Internationally – Coldwell Banker

Ranked #131 Nationally by The Wall Street Journal, 2016

Over $1.9 Billion in Sales

Offered at $11,995,000     

For video, floor plans, additional photos and information, 
visit www.53James.comm

Providing A
Network of

Reputable
Home-Improvement

Professionals
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OPEN HOUSE Complimentary
Refreshments

Saturday & Sunday
1:00-5:00

www.15Arapahoe.com 
Offered at $4,788,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

Stylish Refuge with Exciting Outdoors
Thick, wooded surroundings provide a screen of natural privacy around this lavishly upgraded 5 bedroom, 3 bath residence of 
nearly 4,000 sq. ft. (per county). Set along a serene cul-de-sac, this exquisite property of just over one acre (per county) is loaded 

extravagantly remodeled bathrooms are just a few of the multitude of delightful amenities. Live within moments of shopping, 
dining, and outdoor recreation, and easily access sought-after public and private schools.

15 Arapahoe Court, Portola Valley
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APR.COM
Over 30 Offices Serving The San Francisco Bay Area 866.468.0111

Alain Pinel Realtors® 

FIND YOUR PLACE

/ /

ATHERTON    $39,750,000

200 Polhemus Avenue  |  6bd/7 & 2.5ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PALO ALTO    $5,775,000

2330 Byron Street  |  4bd/3ba
Judy Citron  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

ATHERTON    $4,698,000

4 Bassett Lane  |  5bd/4ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT 

LOS ALTOS HILLS    $4,595,000

14525 Miranda Road  |  5bd/4.5ba
Marybeth Dorst  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

WOODSIDE    $3,988,000

9 Summit Road  |  3bd/2ba
Loren Dakin  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

MOUNTAIN VIEW    $3,498,000

278 Carmelita Drive  |  5bd/5ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

SUNNYVALE    $2,350,000

1662 Ontario Drive  |  8bd/4ba
Julie Tsai Law  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK    $1,598,000

2323 Blueridge Avenue  |  2bd/2ba
Maggie Heilman  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

SAN CARLOS    $1,299,000

438 Portofino Drive #101  |  3bd/3ba
Brendan Callahan  |  650.462.1111

OPEN SATURDAY 1:30-4:30

SUNNYVALE    $1,095,000

414 Paria Terrace  |  3bd/2.5ba
M. Corman/M. Montoya  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PALO ALTO    $6,998,000

175 Tennyson Avenue  |  6bd/6.5ba
Jolaine & Jack Woodson  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

ATHERTON    $5,895,000

175 Greenoaks Drive  |  5bd/4ba
Judy Citron  |  650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT
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JUDY CITRON • 650.543.1206
Judy@JudyCitron.com • JudyCitron.com

License# 01825569

#74 Agent Nationwide The Wall Street Journal

A FRESH APPROACH

MAGNIFICENT WOODSIDE COMPOUND
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3217 Los Prados Street, San Mateo    
Seamlessly blending modern living with stunning architectural details, this 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home of approx. 2,300 sq. ft. (per 

county) rests on an exclusive waterfront property of over 7,000 sq. ft. (per county). Exposed wood beams elegantly frame open-concept 

spaces outfitted with stone accents, Nest climate control, Lutron lighting, surround sound, and a central vacuum system, while the 

terrace basks in serene majesty with waterfront views. This prime location puts amenities such as Los Prados Park and Marine Plaza 

Shopping Center within strolling distance, and fine schools such as Parkside Elementary, Bayside STEM Middle, and Hillsdale High 

are also near (buyer to verify eligibility).

www.3217LosPrados.com 
For video tour & more photos, please visit: 

Offered at $1,888,000

WATERFRONT PROPERTY COMMANDS ELEGANCE

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1 - 5pm

Complimentary Refreshments
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2063 Gordon Avenue, Menlo Park    
Extravagant yet practical living defines this 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home of 2,550 sq. ft. (per county) that occupies a fabulously 

convenient lot of 5,000 sq. ft. (per county). Thoroughly refinished by a well-respected local designer, this like-new home presents 

breezy, flexible gathering areas centered by a breathtaking kitchen finished with chic marble and quartzite surfaces. Delightful 

amenities include two fireplaces, an enticing backyard retreat, stunning custom touches, and must-have features like high-end 

appliances and Sonos sound. Enjoy strolling to local dining, everyday conveniences, Sharon Hills Park, and terrific Las Lomitas schools 

(buyer to verify eligibility).

www.2063GordonAve.com
For video tour & more photos, please visit: 

Offered at $2,788,000

DESIRABLE LOCATION, DESIGNER LUXURY

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1 - 5pm

Complimentary Refreshments
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
PREGNANT?   
Considering adoption? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
877-362-2401

PREGNANT?   
Considering adoption? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home?   
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
and maintain the value of your home! 
Set an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

INVATATION FOR SUBCONTRACTOR’S 
BID ALL TRADES AND SUPPLIERS 
INCLUDING QUALIFIED  
DVBE/LBE/DVE/WBE/SBE 
Project-Phase 1 Monta Loma 
Elementary School Multi-Purpose Room 
Modernization 
Location: 460 Thompson Avenue, 
Mountain View, CA 94043 
Bid Date: April 27, 2017 @ 2:00pm 
Estimated Budget: 3.1M  
Schedule- May 7,2017- September 
19,2017 
Project-Phase 2 Monta Loma Elementary 
School Classroom Modernization  
Location: 460 Thompson Avenue, 
Mountain View, CA 94043 
Bid Date: April 27, 2017 @ 2:00pm 
Estimated Budget: 5.6M  
Schedule- June 7,2017- August 11,2017 
Owner- Mountain View Whisman School 
District 
Delivery- Lease-Lease Back——Beals 
Martin- Guaranteed Maximum Price 
All Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing 
Subcontractors must be pre-qualified. 
Please visit www.mvwsd.org for further 
information. 
Plans/Specifications- Contact bids@
bealsmartin.com to request an invita-
tion to bid for access. 
Submit Bids to: Beals Martin, Inc 
2596 Bay Road 
Redwood City, CA 94063  
P: 650-364-8141 F: 650-367-7645 
Prevailing Wage Rates & Certified Payroll 
Reporting is required. 
Beals Martin is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Signatory to the 
Carpenters Union.

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY

HUGE USED BOOK/CD/DVD SALE

WISH LIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Bystander Intervention Class

Bystander Intervention Class  
IMPACT Bay Area’s Bystander 
Intervention training teaches effective 
strategies to safely intervene on behalf 
of others Learn and practice strategies 
that keep yourself and others safe.  
April 29, 2017 12 - 1:30pm  
Sports Basement Sunnyvale  
 
To sign up or for more information: 
http://impactbayarea.org/bystander_
intervention

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano  
Private piano lessons for all levels,  
all ages. In your home or mine.  
Bachelor of Music, 20+ years exp. 
650/493-6950

Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.  
Most instruments, voice. All ages  
and levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

Paul Price Music Lessons  
In your home. Piano, violin, viola, theory, 
history. Customized. BA music, choral 
accompanist, arranger, early pop and 
jazz. 800/647-0305

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE BOOKS/HELP PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
ASSIST IN FRIENDS BOOKSTORE

ASST SECTION MGRS FOR FOPAL 

FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

Museum Volunteer

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

FORD 2004 F150  
2004 Ford F150 4WD LARIAT, 142K 
miles, gasoline, 5.4L V8, automatic, 
Beige interior, $2900, very clean. Call me 
4242186720

202 Vehicles Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care of. Call  
1-800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

GET CASH FOR CARS/TRUCKS!!!   
All Makes/Models 2000-2016! Top $$$ 
Paid! Any Condition! Used or wrecked. 
Running or Not. Free Towing! Call For 
Offer: 1-888-417-9150. (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
 Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1-800-743-1482 
(Cal-SCAN)

Old Porsche 356/911/912  
for restoration by hobbyist 1948-1973 
Only. Any condition, top $ paid! PLEASE 
LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-965-9546  
(Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales

LA: 461 Orange Ave., 5/5, 9-4; 5/6, 
9-2  
Foothills Church Rummage Sale. 
Fine clothing, hsehold, treasures, 
sports. (Off Lincoln Park)

PA: City Wide Garage Sale 
Saturday, June 3, 8-2  
Helping the environment and 
making money has never been so 
easy. Reusing - whether you 
donate, buy, or sell - is one of the 
best ways to reduce waste and keep 
usable stuff out of the landfill. 
 
Join us for the Palo Alto 
Citywide Yard Sale on 
Saturday, June 3. Last day to sign up 
to host a yard sale is May 5. 
 
Details will be posted on 
www.PaloAltoOnline.com/yardsale/ 
 
The map and listings will be 
uploaded to this page and be 
printed in the June 2 Palo Alto 
Weekly.

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Vintage “Sea Wolf” Arcade Game - 
$2,750

235 Wanted to Buy
FREON 12   
WE PICK UP and pay CA$H for R12. 
Cylinders or case of cans. EPA certified 
(312) 291-9169  
sell@refrigerantfinders.com (Cal-SCAN)

245 Miscellaneous
DISH TV - BEST DEAL EVER!  
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo. 
Internet (where avail.) FREE Streaming. 
FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE 
HD-DVR. Call 1-800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

HOME BREAK-INS   
take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! 
Protect your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call  
855-404-7601 (Cal-SCAN)

KILL BED BUGS and EGGS!  
Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/KIT Complete 
Treatment System. Available: Hardware 
Stores and Home Centers. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub!   
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. Call  
1-800-799-4811 for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

SAWMILLS  
from only $4397. Make and Save money 
with your own bandmill- Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready to ship! 
FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com  
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

Switch to DIRECTV  
Lock in 2-Year Price Guarantee ($50/
month) w/AT&T Wireless. Over 145 
Channels PLUS Popular Movie Networks 
for Three Months, No Cost! Call  
1-800-385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

Kid’s
Stuff

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
Associate Teacher  
Teacher. 50 year old East Palo Alto 
Montessori school. 12 ECE units and some 
Montessori training preferred. Fluency in 
Spanish desirable. Competitive salaries, 
professional development, health  
insurance and personal leave. 

Mind
& Body

420 Healing/
Bodywork
Egg and Dairy Intolerant?  
Floatoffyourplate.com

425 Health Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE  
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. Order 
now! 1-844-703-9774. (Cal-SCAN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?   
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-relieving 
brace -little or NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hotline Now!  
1-800-796-5091 (Cal-SCAN)

MAKE THE CALL  
to start getting clean today. Free 24/7 
Helpline for alcohol and drug addiction 
treatment. Get help! It is time to take 
your life back! Call Now: 855-732-4139 
(AAN CAN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere!  
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  
1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted

Data Scientist  
Uhana, Inc. has a Data Scientist, 
Mobile Radio Frequency Domain 
position in Palo Alto, CA. Develop 
robust, scalable machine learning 
pipelines at the core of our predictive 
analytics platform. For more  
information and to apply, please go 
to www.uhana.io/careers.

560 Employment 
Information
LOCAL DRIVERS WANTED!   
Be your own boss. Flexible hours. 
Unlimited earning potential. Must be 
21 with valid U.S. driver’s license, insur-
ance and reliable vehicle. 866-329-2672 
(AAN CAN)

PAID IN ADVANCE!   
Make $1000 A Week Mailing Brochures 
From Home! No Experience Required. 
Helping home workers since 
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start 
Immediately! www.IncomeStation.net 
(AAN CAN)

Business
Services

602 Automotive 
Repair
EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message 
out with California’s PRMedia Release 
â€” the only Press Release Service oper-
ated by the press to get press! For more 
info contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

604 Adult Care 
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-800-550-4822. 
(Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
Do You Owe Over $10K  
to the IRS or State in back taxes? Our 
firm works to reduce the tax bill or zero 
it out completely FAST. Call now  
855-993-5796.  
(Cal-SCAN)

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY   
benefits. Unable to work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon and Associates at  
1-800-966-1904 to start your application 
today! (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Health and Dental Insurance  
Lowest Prices. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now!  
888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW   
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s hostile business climate? Gain 
the edge with California Newspaper 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

715 Cleaning 
Services
Isabel and Elbi’s Housecleaning  
Apartments and homes. Excellent refer-
ences. Great rates. 
650/670-7287 or 650/771-8281

Orkopina Housecleaning   
Cleaning homes in your area since 
1985. Last minute calls! 650/962-1536

Silvia’s Cleaning  
We don’t cut corners, we clean them! 
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service 
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est. 
415/860-6988 

730 Electrical
DID YOU KNOW   
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean Ups 
*Irrigation timer programming.  
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242  
landaramon@yahoo.com

Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!

INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-199

  FOR SALE 
200-299

  KIDS STUFF 
330-399

  MIND & BODY 
400-499
JOBS 
500-599 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
800-899
PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 
995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

fogster.com
Think Globally,

Post Locally.
YOU DON’T 
NEED IT, SELL IT IN THE 
ALMANAC 
MARKETPLACE

IF
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES: 

FOR THE ALMANAC
Classified Word Ads  

Friday by Noon
Classified Display Ads  
Thursday by 5 p.m. for  

Space Reservation.  
Friday by Noon for Copy.

It’s easy to Place your ad via the internet. 
just go to — www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

To place a Classified ad
in The Almanac call 326-8216

or online at fogster.com
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751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

761 Masonry/Brick

MNF Construction  
Concrete and Masonry Retaining 
walls, interlock pavers, natural stone, 
brick. Stamps, concrete design, drive-
ways. Free est. 650/218-4676. Lic. 
1014484. www.mnfconstruction.com

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

EJ Painting and Decorating  
Int/exterior painting. Texture and  
drywall repairs. Stain and varnish.  
10 years exp. Excel. refs.  
Lic. #1011227. 650/679-4953

Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650/322-8325, phone calls 
ONLY. 

STYLE PAINTING  
Full service interior/ext. Insured. Lic. 
903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering  
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
artificial turf. 36 yrs exp. No job too 
small. Lic #663703. 650/814-5572

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Mountain View - $4300

Mountain View, 2 BR/2 BA - $3,275

Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $4000

Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA - $5,200

805 Homes for Rent
Mountain View, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $4250/mo.

Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA - $7995

Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA  
1637 Mariposa Ave Available June.
Walking distance Cal Ave, Caltrain, 
Stanford University.  
Call 360-521-4211

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS   
Free Roommate Service @ RentMates.
com. Find the perfect roommate to 
complement your personality and life-
style at RentMates.com! (AAN CAN)

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale

Redwood City, 3 BR/2.5 BA  
Open SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 1- 4,  
Desirable Selby Lane Acres Family 
Home, Gorgeous Inside! 
 
This home is located between 
Stockbridge and West Selby, close to 
Atherton, Stanford, and Menlo Park. 
Easy access to 280 and 101. 
 
Quiet and private OASIS feels like you 
are on a tropical vacation. This 3 bed, 
2.5 bath with large 2 car garage plus 
extra parking has lots of bright light, 
skylight and open floor plan. Newly 
painted in and out with a beautiful 
remodeled kitchen that opens into 
the backyard with an inviting pool 
that is perfect for entertaining and 
parties. Home Sq Ft is approx 1905+/- 
in the home and approx 495 +/- in 
the garage.  
 
Please see the tour at 
www.452BeresfordAve.com

830 Commercial/
Income Property
DID YOU KNOW   
144 million U.S. Adults read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Professional Office Space

855 Real Estate 
Services
BORROW $150K   
To $1million Easy Qualify 
CONSTRUCTION and Owner builder 
loans www.EasyConstructionLoan.com 
Since 1980, CA Bro Lic #00426805 NMLS 
ID #303135 (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to pub-
lic notices and remain relevant in today’s 
highly competitive market? Gain an edge 
with California Newspaper Publishers 
Association new innovative website 
capublicnotice.com and check out the 
Smart Search Feature. For more informa-
tion call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
SEAPORT REFINING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272774  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Seaport Refining, located at 208 E. 
Branch Street, Arroyo Grande, California 
93420, San Luis Obispo County. 
Registered owner(s): 
SEAPORT REFINING & ENVIRONMENTAL, 
LLC 
208 E. Branch Street 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 15, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 29; Apr. 5, 12, 19, 2017)

yourownmaps.com 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272884  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
yourownmaps.com, located at 200 Todo 
El Mundo, Woodside, CA 94062, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
PHYB, LLC 
200 Todo El Mundo 
Woodside, CA 94062 
LLC 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 23, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 29; Apr. 5, 12, 19, 2017)

ESTILO BEAUTY SALON 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272562  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Estilo Beauty Salon, located at 377 
Grand Ave., So. San Francisco, CA 94080, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
OMAR GONZALO LOPEZ RANGEL 
1716 Bermuda Way 
Antioch, CA 94509 
CARLOS SAAVEDRA CASTILLO 
1270 Yuba Ave. 
San Pablo, CA 94806  
This business is conducted by: A General 
Partnership.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 27, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 29; Apr. 5, 12, 19, 2017)

PACMK 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272693  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
pacmk, located at 80 Atherton Court, 
Redwood City, CA 94061, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
PIERRE MELOTY-KAPELLA 
80 Atherton Court 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 3/9/17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 9, 2017. 
(ALM Mar. 29; Apr. 5, 12, 19, 2017)

RIDE UP LIMO 
SWIFT CAB 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272911  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
1.) Ride Up Limo, 2.) Swift Cab, located 
at 1362 Kingfisher Way #9, Sunnyvale, 
CA 94087, Santa Clara County.  
Registered owner(s): 
RAJESH KUMAR 
1362 Kingfisher Way #9 
Sunnyvale, CA 94087 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 03-27-2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 27, 2017. 
(ALM Apr. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2017)

GoldenHearts 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272921  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
GoldenHearts, located at 70 Serrano 
Drive, Atherton, CA 94027, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
FRAUKE JANSSEN 
70 Serrano Drive 
Atherton, CA 94027 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 27, 2017. 
(ALM Apr. 12, 19, 26; May 3, 2017)

 

LITTLEST ANGELS PRESCHOOL 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 272924  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Littlest Angels Preschool, located at 
1095 Cloud Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OF 
MENLO PARK, CALIFORNIA 
1095 Cloud Avenue 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
California  
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on June 17, 1996. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on March 27, 2017. 
(ALM Apr. 12, 19, 26; May 3, 2017)

S. SILVERMAN STUDIO 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 273084  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
S. Silverman Studio, located at 8 Robert 
S Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
SUSAN H. SILVERMAN 
8 Robert S Drive 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on April 10, 2017. 
(ALM Apr. 19, 26; May 3, 10, 2017)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 17CIV01246  
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
Petitioner: JENNIFER VELA, JOSEPH VELA 
filed a petition with this court for a 
decree changing names as follows: 
JOSEPH MAXIMUS VELA JR to MAXIMUS 
JOSEPH VELA.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: Thr. May 11, 2017, 
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ, of the Superior Court 
of California, County of San Mateo, 
located at 400 County Center, Redwood 
City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county:  
 THE ALMANAC  
Date: March 24, 2017 
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
(ALM Apr. 12, 19, 26; May 3, 2017)

Public Notices

LEHUA GREENMAN

650.245.1845

"Look deep 
into Nature 

and then 
you will 

understand 
everything 

better."

We handle all your

L E G A L
publishing needs

Administer Estate

Democracy  
needs journalism.

Local journalism  
needs you.

Become a supporting member today. 

SIGN UP AT: 
www.SupportLocalJournalism.org/menlopark

A free and independent press is more 
important today than ever before.

Read us. Follow us. Engage with us. 
Support us.

AlmanacNews.com

FILING YOUR FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT? We Offer Professional Help. 
ALMANAC • 223-6578.
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Woodside $25,495,000
140 Winding Way  Country estate built in 2012 
to LEED Silver standards. Aprx 3+ stunning ac in 
Central WDS. 5 BR/5 BA + 1 half BA
Erika Demma
CalBRE #01230766 650.851.2666

Atherton $11,995,000
53 James Ave  Custom built in 2007 by 
renowned architect & builder Pacific Peninsula 
Group. 5 BR/7 BA 
Hugh Cornish
CalBRE #00912143 650.324.4456

Atherton $6,725,000
24 Edge Rd  Impressive colonial-style 
residence & spacious pool house on 1+ acre in 
Lindenwood area. 5 BR/3 BA + 1 half BA
Janet Dore/John Spiller
CalBRE #70010018 650.324.4456

Palo Alto $3,980,000
2368 Santa Ana St  Brand new home in North 
PA. Everything you need for comfortable living! 4 
BR/4 BA + 1 half BA
Judy Shen
CalBRE #01272874 650.325.6161

Portola Valley $3,828,000
20 Cordova Ct  Stunning 1+ acre offers 
breathtaking views and amazing deck & pool 
area. 20CORDOVA.COM 5 BR/3 BA 
Ginny Kavanaugh
CalBRE #00884747 650.851.1961

Menlo Park $3,598,000
1337 Sherman Ave  Brand new West Menlo Park 
home offers comfortable & flexible living! 4 en-
suite bedrooms 4 BR/4 BA + 1 half BA
Judy Shen
CalBRE #01272874 650.325.6161

Menlo Park $2,275,000
1290 Trinity Dr.  Light & bright end-unit townhome 
with office/bonus room, 3BD/2.5BA, 2,865 sq. ft. 
3 BR/2 BA + 1 half BA
Hugh Cornish
CalBRE #00912143 650.324.4456

San Carlos $899,000
929 Holly St  Beautifully remodeled with granite 
countertops and a bonus home office 2 BR/2 BA 

Gordon Ferguson
CalBRE #01038260 650.325.6161

Menlo Park $895,000
2379 Sharon Rd  Quiet private unit w/
lovely balcony, 1car garage, +XL storage rm 
&designated parking space 2 BR/1 BA 
Alexandra von der Groeben
CalBRE #00857515 650.325.6161

Atherton Call for Price
30 Adam Way  Expansive 5 bdrm, 3 bth on 1+ 
acre in prime West Atherton. Call for details. 
5 BR/3 BA 
Pat McDonnell/Kelly Griggs
CalBRE #01926896/01812313 
650.324.4456

Atherton $5,880,000
40 Selby Ln  This property offers numerous 
opportunities on over one acre in sought-after 
Atherton. 5 BR/4 BA 
Jackie & Richard Schoelerman
CalBRE #01092400 650.324.4456

Central Portola Valley $3,150,000
41 Stonegate Rd  Nature surrounds this 
extensively remodeled main house on 1 flat acre. 
41Stonegate.com 4 BR/3 BA + 1 half BA
Ginny Kavanaugh
CalBRE #00884747 650.851.1961

San Carlos $849,000
1058 Montgomery St  Home has gone through 
extensive renovations in 1993 and in need of 
some TLC. 2 BR/1 BA 
Terri Thompson
CalBRE #01831807 650.324.4456

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC.  BRE License #01908304.
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Real Estate Agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. 

This is where love and friendship bloom, 
memories unfold and flowers are always 

welcomed.
  

Coldwell Banker.  Where home begins.

THIS IS HOME


