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THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

PALO ALTO   $23,495,000

215 Coleridge Avenue  |  6bd/4.5ba
Judy Citron  |  650.543.1206

BY APPOINTMENT

ATHERTON  $10,800,000

65 Selby Lane  |  7bd/8 & 3.5ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.888.4898

BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK   $7,998,000

1050 Louise Street  |  6bd/7 & 2.5ba
Joe Parsons  |  650.279.8892

BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK   $5,198,000

500 Berkeley Avenue  |  4bd/3.5ba
Judy Citron  |  650.543.1206

BY APPOINTMENT

ATHERTON   $19,980,000

178 Patricia Drive  |  7bd/8 & 2.5ba
Ali Faghiri  |  650.346.4727

BY APPOINTMENT

ATHERTON   $9,350,000

58 Winchester Drive  |  5bd/5.5ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.888.4898

BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK   $6,450,000

455 San Mateo Drive  |  5bd/7ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.533.7373

BY APPOINTMENT

WOODSIDE   $3,999,000

9 Summit Road  |  3bd/2ba
Loren Dakin  |  650.714.8662

BY APPOINTMENT

ATHERTON   $12,900,000

102 Encinal Avenue  |  6bd/8ba
Zach Trailer  |  650.906.8008

BY APPOINTMENT

PALO ALTO  $8,795,000

80 Crescent Drive  |  5bd/6ba
Courtney Charney  |  650.773.3758

BY APPOINTMENT

PORTO� VALLEY  $5,498,000

165 Fawn Lane  |  5bd/6ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.533.7373

BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK   $3,950,000

1245 N Lemon Avenue  |  5bd/4.5ba
Michele Musy  |  650.323.3033

BY APPOINTMENT

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including

Menlo Park Menlo Park-Downtown 
650.462.1111 650.304.3100

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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Tom LeMieux

650.465.7459

tom@lemieuxRE.com

License #01066910

Jennifer Bitter

650.308.4401

jennifer@lemieuxRE.com

License #01847627

For virtual tour on these properties, please visit lemieuxRE.com

Ranked #172 Team Nationally, The Wall Street Journal, 2017

Over $2 billion in sales since 1998

lemieuxRE.com            @lemieuxRE   

680 Cotton Street, Menlo Park

Remodeled home on premier street;  
4 bedrooms, office, 3 full baths, 2 half-baths; 

approx. 5,300 sq. ft.; vast yard

OFFERED AT $15,000 PER MONTH

FOR LEASE

147 Stockbridge Avenue, Atherton

New construction; 6 bedrooms, 6 full  
and 2 half-baths; approx. 13,064 sq. ft.;  
guest house; pool, spa; approx. 1.1 acres

OFFERED AT $16,900,000

FOR SALE

369 Fletcher Drive, Atherton

New modern California estate; 7 bedroom  
suites and 3 half-baths; approx. 11,787 sq. ft.; 

approx. 1.06 acres; guest cottage

OFFERED AT $18,750,000
Co-listed with Lance Freeman, Pacific Peninsula Group

FOR SALE

1715 Bay Laurel Drive 
MENLO PARK

Luxurious Custom Home in  
a Creekside Setting

$5,995,000

For more information, visit lemieuxRE.com

» Custom home with 

elegant European appeal

» Three levels with 4 

bedrooms, 2 offices, and 

4.5 bathrooms 

» Approx. 5,256 sq. ft. of 

living space

» Fine hardwood floors  

and detailed millwork 

throughout main living 

areas

» Theatre/recreation room, 

fitness studio, and crafts 

room

» Gorgeous creekside 

grounds with outdoor 

kitchen, fire pit, and 

gardens

» Over one-quarter acre 

(approx. 11,934 sq. ft.)

» Attached 2-car garage 

with wiring for electric 

car charger

» Excellent Menlo Park 

schools

FOR SALE   OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1:00 - 4:00pm
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Established 1965

  The MEDICARE ANNUAL  
ENROLLMENT Period Ends December 7

  Is your Medicare coverage still right  
for you?

Get your Medicare health plan  
questions answered.
I can also review the high-quality care and affordable  
coverage that a Kaiser Permanente Medicare health plan 
has to offer — with prescription drug coverage included in 
your plan. Please call today.

Kaiser Permanente is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in  
Kaiser Permanente depends on contract renewal. You must reside in the Kaiser
 Pemanente Medicare health plan service area in which you enroll. Calling this 
number will direct you to a sales specialist. Kaiser Foundation Health Plan, Inc., 
393 E. Walnut St., Pasadena, CA 91188-8514.
Y0043_N00006388_B_CA 

Carl Foster
Kaiser Permanente Medicare  
Health Plan Sales Specialist

408-857-3927 
mykpagent.org/carlf

www.restorationstudio.com

Holiday
Elegance

1139 Chestnut Street ,  Menlo Park
elal ingerie.com  •   650 -325 -2965 REAL

LOCAL 
NEWS

Help support local 

journalism with 

a print or online 

subscription  

starting at only  

$5 /month

For more details,  

visit:

www. 

almanacnews.com/

user/subscribe/
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M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y

Local News
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

O
ver Thanksgiving week-
end, a time when many 
seek respite to spend 

time with families, a group of 
about 30 Willows residents 
gathered to draft a petition 
to the City Council, and col-
lected about 350 hard-copy and 
online signatures (as of Nov. 29) 
in favor of immediate action 
to curb unprecedented levels 
of cut-through traffic, accord-
ing to Willows resident Amar 
Murugan. 

Though residents have for 
years complained about com-
muters cutting through the 
Willows, the recent installation 
of temporary traf-
fic signals at the 
Willow Road/U.S. 
101 interchange as 
part of Caltrans’ 
project to rebuild 
the interchange 
has resulted in 
blocks of residen-
tial streets being gridlocked 
from roughly 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
each weekday. 

Some locals took their con-
cerns to the City Council on 
Nov. 29, bombarding council 
members with horror stories 
of being locked out of their 
neighborhood, of kids on bikes 
experiencing near-misses with 
frustrated drivers going down 
the wrong side of the road, of 

angry commuters shouting and 
refusing to let residents out of 
their driveways. 

As might be expected, resi-
dents of the side streets closest 
to the Willow Road/U.S. 101 
entrance have been hardest hit. 
Residents of Durham, Chester 
and O’Keefe streets say that in 
recent weeks their street has 
become a logjam of angry com-
muters, backed up blocks to 
Laurel Avenue starting around 
4 p.m., and farther down the 
street at evening peak times.  

Go to is.gd/willows483 to 
watch a video of the traffic a 
Willows resident recorded on 
Nov. 29. 

Birgit Greschner, a resident 
of Chester Street, said that the 

traffic has become 
a major quality of 
life problem and 
a safety concern. 
Starting as ear-
ly as 3 p.m., she 
said, she’s had cars 
idling in front of 
her house. She’s 

taken to parking blocks away 
from her home, even after gro-
cery shopping runs, since she 
can’t get in or out of her drive-
way during peak evening traffic 
hours. 

Chris DeCardy, who is a 
member of the Environmental 
Quality Commission, but was 
speaking to the Almanac as a 
resident of the neighborhood, 
said that in his time on the 

commission, he’s never seen a 
neighborhood so united in its 
desire for immediate action. 

The petition itself is straight-
forward. It reads, “We are 
Willows neighbors concerned 
about the safety of our streets 
due to the unprecedented speed 
and volume of traffic during 
many hours of the day. This 
ongoing problem has been 
exacerbated by construction of 
the Willow Road / Highway 101 
bridge. We urge the City Coun-
cil to take immediate measures 
during this construction period 
to restore our neighborhood 

safety by addressing speed and 
volume of traffic while protect-
ing the character and vitality 
of our neighborhood, includ-
ing residences, schools and 
businesses.” 

A simpler version of the peti-
tion online at change.org had 
attracted 208 signatures as of 
Dec. 1. 

What can be done?
On Tuesday, Dec. 5, the 

Menlo Park City Council was 
scheduled to discuss  some 
short-, mid-, and long-term 
ideas to ease congestion. The 

council could act to approve 
the short-term ideas Tuesday; 
city staff are recommending the 
council hold off on implement-
ing the others until the short-
term ideas have been enacted 
and their effects studied. 

Short-term ideas
 Install signs prohibiting 

right turns onto Willow Road 
from O’Keefe, Chester and 
Durham streets between 3 and 
7 p.m. on weekdays. 

 Add “Keep clear” pavement 

Willows residents plead for traffic relief

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
San Mateo County Supe-
rior Court judge on Dec. 
1 dismissed two counts 

of conspiracy brought by the 
county against Juan Pablo Lopez, 
a former Sheriff ’s Office deputy 
and a write-in candidate for 
sheriff in 2014.

Mr. Lopez, who worked in 
the county jail, had pleaded not 
guilty to a charge of conspiracy 
with corrections officers and 
a gang-affiliated jail inmate to 
smuggle in two cellphones and 
oxycontin over several months, 
and to allow the inmate to use 
the phone openly in the jail.

Prosecutors subsequently 
brought charges of conspira-
cy, obstruction of justice and 
gang involvement against Mr. 

Lopez. He pleaded not guilty 
to them all; those charges were 
later modified to two counts of 
conspiracy.

Representing Mr. Lopez, 
attorneys Tony Serra and Maria 
Belyi of the San Francisco-based 
law firm Pier 5 filed a motion to 
dismiss the two counts on the 
premise that the prosecution, 
in presenting evidence to the 
grand jury, “did not present the 
full scope of the evidence” and 
left out material that could have 
been exculpatory to Mr. Lopez, 
Ms. Belyi told the Almanac.

Criminal Presiding Judge 
Donald Ayoob “had serious con-
cerns,” Ms. Belyi said. In sum-
marizing the morning’s events, 
she noted two arguments that 
the judge agreed on and that led 
to the dismissal:

 The prosecutor “was 

imprecise with his language” in 
describing to the grand jury a let-
ter from a witness, Ms. Belyi said. 

In an interview, Deputy Dis-
trict Attorney Sean Gallagher, 
who is supervising the prosecu-
tion of the case, acknowledged 
that prosecutors did not present 
the grand jury with an actual 
piece of paper.

 A photo submitted as evi-
dence allegedly showed an 
inmate using a contraband cell-
phone, but the photo actually 
showed an inmate using a phone 
borrowed from a deputy because 
of an emergency, Ms. Belyi said.

Mr. Gallagher acknowledged 
that a discussion did take place 
in the hearing as to whether a 
statement related to the photo 
should have been presented to 
the grand jury.

In determining the basis for 

their motion, Ms. Belyi said, she 
and Mr. Serra “went through all 
the evidence and saw what was 
presented and what was left out 
that needed to presented to the 
grand jury for them to see the 
full picture.”

“We’re very happy with the 
dismissal of the indictment,” she 
said. “We’re waiting to see what 
happens.”

Mr. Gallagher said that prose-
cutors “absolutely (disagree), no 
question,” with Judge Ayoob’s 
conclusion that the District 
Attorney’s Office erred in pre-
senting the case.

Prosecutors can appeal the 
decision or refile the case. 
“We don’t have a timetable on 
the decision,” he said, in part 
because there are other defen-
dants whose cases have not yet 
been resolved.

Other charges
In connection with Mr. 

Lopez’s unsuccessful 2014 
write-in campaign for sheriff 
against then two-term sheriff 
Greg Munks, the former dep-
uty faces seven election-related 
charges: fraud, conspiracy, 
perjury by filing a counterfeit 
document, an election code 
filing violation, an election 
code voting violation and two 
counts of forgery, prosecutors 
said.

Mr. Serra and Ms. Belyi have 
filed a motion to dismiss this 
case as well, but their arguments 
won’t be heard until Jan. 25, Ms. 
Belyi said.

Mr. Lopez has been out of 
custody on $100,000 bail on the 
jail-related charges, and out on 
$170,000 bail on the election-
related charges. A

Judge dismisses cellphone smuggling charges against Lopez

Photo by Michele Barry. 

Cars lined up on Durham Street in Menlo Park’s Willows neighborhood at around 4 p.m. on Nov. 29, 
about a block and a half from Willow Road. 

See WILLOWS, page 8

Residents say 
traffic is a major 
quality of life and 
safety problem.
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N E W S

By Elena Kadvany

A
fter decades in the res-
taurant business and 
22 years of running his 

eponymous restaurant on the 
Midpeninsula, John Bentley will 
hang up his chef coat for the last 
time come this spring.
 The longtime owner of John 
Bentley’s plans to close his res-
taurant at 2915 El Camino Real 
in an unincorporated San Mateo 
County area near Atherton. 
Now 62, he said the time was 
right to retire and spend more 
time with family.
 “I might start crying,” he said 
in an interview last week, wear-
ing chef whites and sitting at a 
table in the restaurant’s upstairs 
private dining room. “This is 
really emotional for me. ... I have 
had just an unbelievable run.”
 Mr. Bentley said he and his 
wife “made a business decision” 
to sell the property two years ago, 
but leased it back to have some 
more time with the restaurant. 
The lease ends April 30, 2018. 
 He has not set a firm date yet 
but plans to shutter sometime in 
the spring.
 Sunrise Senior Living Corp. 
has proposed to build a 90-unit 
residential care facility at the 
site.
 Mr. Bentley opened the first 
iteration of John Bentley’s in an 
old firehouse in Woodside in 
1995. In 2004, he purchased and 
renovated the historic El Cami-
no Real building, which had 
housed Fabbro’s for nearly 70 
years. He closed the Woodside 

restaurant six years later.
 Mr. Bentley, who was born 
and raised in San Francisco, 
got his start as a chef there 
in the 1970s and 1980s. He 
attended the California Culi-
nary Academy in San Francisco 
and worked alongside culinary 
household names such as Mario 
Batali and Joey Altman. He 
worked at a 42-seat, French-
Viennese restaurant in the city 
called Lipizanner for years, 
working his way up from bus-
boy into the kitchen.
 On the Peninsula, he worked 
as executive chef at Michael’s 
Restaurant in Sunnyvale and at 
the Los Altos Bar and Grill. 
 Mr. Bentley said he stumbled 
upon the Woodside firehouse 
in the 1990s and spent three 
months in a “protracted” inter-
view process with the owners, 
the Gilbert family, to take over 
the space. He remembered writ-
ing 12-page papers on why he 
should be given the opportunity 
to run a restaurant there, cook-
ing for the Gilberts and having 
them meet his family. Though he 
planned to name the restaurant 
after his daughter, Lee Ann Gil-
bert insisted that he call it John 
Bentley’s.
 He opened the restaurant in 
1995 “with chicken wire and 
chewing gum” but soon found 

success. He was delighted when 
a diner called requesting a res-
ervation in the “starlight room” 
— the outdoor patio, decorated 
with string lights Mr. Bent-
ley’s mother purchased the day 
before the restaurant opened 
because he couldn’t afford $800 
to install real lighting.
 “For a guy in the restaurant 
business, to bust your rump to 
get it open and hear nothing 
and then all of a sudden when 
you’ve finished cooking for the 
night and to hear that electric-
ity, to hear the buzz coming off 

the dining room ... it was like 
magic,” he said.
 He said he told his staff about 
the impending closure of the El 
Camino Real restaurant as soon 
as the decision was made and 
none left. Some have worked for 
him for more than 20 years. Oth-
ers have gone on to open their 
own restaurants (including Zu 
Tarazi, who with his wife Kristy 
Borrone took over the Woodside 
firehouse after John Bentley’s 
closed to open Station One. The 
restaurant has since closed).
 Mr. Bentley does not describe 

himself as a great chef, but 
rather a good restaurateur and 
people person.
 He said this moment is bit-
tersweet in many ways, but he’s 
grateful for the space he’s carved 
out in the Midpeninsula dining 
scene.
 “What I think I’m most proud 
of here ... is that we use really 
good, honest product; we try to 
do as little to it as possible and, 
most importantly, we like to 
think that we serve it in a warm, 
unpretentious manner,” he said. 
“That’s what I feel best about.” A

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

S
unrise Senior Living Corp. 
has proposed to build a 
90-unit residential care 

facility at 2915 El Camino Real, 
where the John Bentley’s restau-
rant is located. Mr. Bentley said 
he plans to close the restaurant 
in the spring. 
 The 120,000-square-foot 
development would reach 44 
feet at its highest point facing 
El Camino. (The height would 
drop to 32 feet in the back, 
according to San Mateo County 
Planner Carmelisa Morales.
 The development would occu-
py about 1.4 acres and have an 
underground garage. Of the 
90 units, 53 would be single-
occupancy, 19 would be double-
occupancy, and 18 would be 
semi-private, Ms. Morales said. 
 The project complies with new 
zoning approved for that stretch 

of El Camino Real and relies on 
an environmental analyses con-
ducted when the overall plan for 
development in North Fair Oaks 
was approved in 2011.
 Sunrise Senior Living, based 
in McLean, Virginia, has 19 Bay 
Area locations, including in Palo 
Alto, Sunnyvale and San Mateo. 
 The project is being reviewed 
by county staff and would need 
to be approved by the San Mateo 
County Planning Commission. 
 According to Ms. Morales, one 
of the big points of contention 
with the proposed development 
is whether the alley that runs 
behind the John Bentley build-
ing should be acquired by the 
senior housing developer and 
“vacated” by the county. 
 Kent Manske, a North Fair 
Oaks resident who was on the 
work group for the recent El 
Camino Real rezoning, said that 
the alley that runs behind the  

El Camino Real-facing build-
ings from Berkshire Avenue 
to 5th Avenue has long been a 
pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly 
route. He says the alley is county 

land that belongs to the public.
 “If you’re going to give away 
county land, tell us what the 
public good is,” he said.  
 A meeting was held to get 

public comment on the develop-
ment. Aside from the alley prob-
lem, “it seemed like the public 
was in support of the project,” 
Ms. Morales said. A

John Bentley closing out career in restaurant business

Senior housing proposed 
at site of restaurant

Sunrise Senior Living

A rendering of the proposed 90-unit senior living facility at 2915 El Camino Real, as seen from the 
intersection of El Camino Real and E. Selby Lane. 

Photo by Michelle Le | The Almanac

John Bentley plans to close his restaurant on El Camino Real near Atherton sometime this spring. 

‘I have had just an 
unbelievable run.’

JOHN BENTLEY
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
private town hall meet-
ing was held at the East 
Palo Alto Senior Center 

on Nov. 28, between Facebook 
executives and members of the 
East Palo Alto-based advocacy 
group known as the Real Com-
munity Coalition.

Reporters were excluded. Coali-
tion founder JT Faraji cited bad 
past experiences with the press as 
the reason for the group’s blanket 
policy to exclude reporters from 
its meetings. 

Sitting in an outside room 
for the meeting’s duration, this 
reporter could hear the timbre of 
elevated voices, but not much of 
what was said. 

The meeting’s purpose, Mr. 
Faraji said, was “to start gener-
ating a dialogue between our 
community and the corporation, 
without having a middle man.” 

Among the subjects discussed 
were how Facebook’s presence 
is spurring gentrification and 
housing costs in the area, the 
need for affordable housing, how 
a new police unit in Menlo Park 
might impact communities of 
color in Belle Haven and East 
Palo Alto, and how to connect 
local residents to jobs at Face-
book, according to Kyra Brown, 
program director at Youth United 
for Community Action, an East 
Palo Alto-based nonprofit advo-
cacy group, who was attending 
and speaking as a community 
member. 

About 30 people attended the 
event, which was hosted by the 
Real Community Coalition — an 
advocacy group made up of East 
Palo Alto and eastern Menlo 
Park residents, plus “anyone 
and everyone that is for positive 
change and for our community,” 
said Mr. Faraji.

The meeting included Face-
book employees Lewis Knight, 
development manager, Juan Sala-
zar, local public policy manager, 
and Bernita Dillard, local talent 
partner. 

Some people from the Silicon 
Valley chapter of Democrat-
ic Socialists of America (DSA) 
joined the discussion partway 
through the meeting. 

Mr. Faraji said he founded 
the Real Community Coalition 
about two years ago and that it 
has regular town hall meetings 
to talk about problems in the 
community. The organization’s 
private Facebook group has about 
170 members. 

Reactions
Ranjeet Tate, a DSA member 

from Cupertino, who attend-
ed the meeting, said that the 

Facebook officials in attendance 
“say the right things,” but that the 
company should have anticipated 
the problems its expansion would 
cause to the community and 
started earlier to try to mitigate 
those impacts. 

Ms. Brown said she asked that 
Facebook codify a corporate 
social responsibility policy. 

“It’s not infeasible,” she said. 
“Other corporations have CSR 
(corporate social responsibility) 
departments.” 

Both Ms. Brown and Mr. Faraji 
said that, following the meeting, 
they felt that Facebook officials 
didn’t make any promises, but 
were open to further discussions. 

“They gave the impression they 
were committed to having more 
conversations,” Mr. Faraji said. 

Mr. Salazar, the Facebook 
employee, declined to com-
ment after the meeting and Mr. 
Knight could not be reached for 
comment. 

In response to an earlier version 
of this story online, a Facebook 
spokesperson said in an email 
that Facebook has a “commu-
nity engagement team (e.g. Juan 
Salazar, Bernita Dillard) akin to 
a corporate social responsibility 
team” that meets regularly with 
people in East Palo Alto, Belle 
Haven and North Fair Oaks. 

The spokesperson noted that 
the corporation has created the 
“Catalyst Housing Fund” with 
community groups and the city 
of East Palo Alto and made an 
initial investment of $18.5 
million. A

N E W S MONTHLY REAL ESTATE  
UPDATE WITH  

MANDY MONTOYA
November 2017

Mandy Montoya
REAL ESTATE

Phone: (650) 823-8212
mmontoya@apr.com

License: 01911643
ALAIN PINEL REALTORS

In November Atherton, Portola Valley and Menlo Park had significantly 
fewer homes for sale than the same month last year.  With buyers com-
peting for fewer homes for sale, these three towns also had strong sales.  
Woodside still has more inventory than last year but the number of sales 
this November was strong, possibly indicating that buyers for Woodside 
have decided to act now rather than waiting to see if the market will change.  
There are still many active buyers competing for few homes so it continues 
to be a great time to sell.  Contact me for more information.

November 2016 November 2017

# of Active/  
# of Sold Homes

Average  
Sales Price*

# of Active/  
# of Sold Homes

Average 
Sales Price*

Atherton 30/2 $11,650,000 11/10 $3,375,575

Woodside 29/5 $3,560,178 43/12 $2,236,869

Portola Valley 26/5 $2,631,500 13/14 $4,147,929

Menlo Park 64/40 $1,681,562 47/32 $2,027,756

*Small Sample sizes

Facebook officials meet privately
with East Palo Alto advocates
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markings on Willow Road at 
O’Keefe, Chester and Durham 
streets. 

 Add signs prohibiting left 
turns from Woodland Avenue 
to Baywood Avenue between 3 

and 7 p.m. on weekdays. 
 Add signs saying “No access 

to Willow Road” on Laurel 
Avenue at Chester Street and 
Menalto Avenue at Chester and 
Green streets.

 Create a partial “bulb out” 
at Middlefield Road and Wood-
land Avenue. 

 Dedicate $275,000 in funding 
to coordinate traffic signals. (The 
city has applied for a grant to do 
this, but putting city funding into 
it would speed the process.) 

Mid-term ideas
 Prohibit right turns from 

Gilbert Avenue onto Willow 
Road. 

 Prohibit left turns from 
the Pope-Chaucer bridge onto 
Woodland Avenue  between 3 
and 7 p.m. on weekdays.

 Prohibit left turns from 
Marmona Drive onto Gilbert 
Avenue and from Woodland 
Avenue onto Blackburn Avenue. 

 Close Clover Lane at Wil-
low Road to create a cul-de-sac.

While these changes might 
deter cut-through commuters, 
they might also make it harder 
for residents to get around the 
neighborhood, according to 
staff, so they’re being held for 
consideration at a future date, 
after the short-term ideas are 
implemented.

Other ideas
Staff presented a third tier of 

ideas that, according to a staff 
report, “would have poten-
tially significant unintended 
consequences.” 

Those ideas are to: 
 Temporarily lift the over-

night parking ban along Wood-
land Avenue.

 Restrict access to the neigh-
borhood to locals only. This 
would require giving about 2,500 
local residents (including resi-
dents of East Palo Alto west of U.S. 
101) placards and monitoring the 
neighborhood’s 15 entrances. The 
city would also have to figure out 
a way to allow business and school 
employees, students and patrons 
access to the neighborhood. 

 Make Willow Road one-
way during evening peak traffic 
hours.

 Add lanes to Willow Road 
by removing parking or bike 
lanes.

 Add stop signs on Central 
Avenue and Laurel Avenue at 
Walnut and Elm streets. 

 Close the Pope-Chaucer 
bridge to car traffic and allow 
only pedestrian and bike access. 

City staff members said that 
many of the ideas haven’t been 
vetted with a formal community 
outreach process, but noted that 
some of the recommendations 
come from a neighborhood traf-
fic study completed in 2011. At 
the time that study was complet-
ed, according to Assistant City 
Manager Chip Taylor, residents 
could not reach consensus on 
which measures should be imple-
mented, so the study was shelved. 

Other recommendations have 
been compiled from residents’ 
comments and suggestions on 
how to ease the problem. 

Action so far 
To address the Willows 

traffic crisis so far, the city 
has installed “No Thru Traf-
fic” signs at several Willows 
neighborhood entry points: 
on Woodland Avenue at Mid-
dlefield Road and the Pope-
Chaucer bridge, on Baywood 
Avenue at Woodland Avenue, 
on Blackburn Avenue at Wil-
low Road, and on Menalto 
Avenue at Chester Street. 

The yel low “advisory” 
signs initially installed were 
replaced with white “regula-
tory” signs, but, staff note, 
the signs “do not appear to be 
enforceable.” 

Caltrans’ contractor has 
added some pavement paint-
ing at the interchange to 
make it less confusing, and 
more traffic signs have been 
ordered and will be installed 
soon, staff say. Caltrans and 
the city are working on coor-
dinating the traffic signals 
along Willow Road from Dur-
ham to Newbridge streets, 
according to the staff report. 
The city has also increased 
police enforcement and pres-
ence in the construction and 
neighborhood areas.

The Dec. 5 City Council 
meeting was held after the 
Almanac went to press. Go to 
almanacnews.com for the lat-
est updates. A

N E W S

Independence 

Friendships

24/7 support

Sense of belonging

Cultural outings

Transportation assistance

The gift of an 
Avenidas Village 
membership lets 
your parents stay 
in the home they 

love, while keeping 
them active, safe 
and connected!

Stumped on What to  
Give Your Parents?

Give them the gift of:

Call (650) 289-5405 

or visit  

www.avenidas.org

5

p

( )

WILLOWS
continued from page 5

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

W
ithin the next couple 
of years, drivers tra-
versing the North Fair 

Oaks section of El Camino Real, 
just north of Atherton, may say 
goodbye to the Enterprise Rent-
A-Car shop and hello to a new 
affordable housing development.

That’s the plan if local non-
profit housing developer Palo 
Alto Housing gets its way.

The developer has pro-
posed to build a four-story, 
68,243-square-foot affordable 
housing building with 67 apart-
ments at 2821 El Camino Real, 
where the Enterprise Rent-a-Car 
is located.

Palo Alto Housing formally 
acquired the property in Octo-
ber 2017 with funding help 
from the Housing Endowment 
and Regional Trust (HEART) 
of San Mateo County, accord-
ing to Palo Alto Housing CEO 
Candice Gonzalez.

The development would have 
61 studio apartments, five one-
bedroom apartments, and one 
two-bedroom manager’s unit. 
About 30 will be reserved for 
veterans. 

All units will be designated 

as “affordable” and will be 
dedicated for tenants with 
“extremely low, very low or 
low-income” as defined by the 
federal government, according 
to San Mateo County planner 
Laura Richstone. 
 At a Nov. 9 meeting to gather 
public comment, Ms. Richstone 
said, there were between seven 
and 10 attendees, and speakers 
expressed concern about traffic 
and parking, how neighboring 
trees would be affected, and 
how the project would impact 
property values. 
 The most common question, 
though, according to Ms. Gon-
zalez, was how to get on the wait 
list. “North Fair Oaks is being 
hit hard by the housing crisis 
and residents are very much 
aware of the critical need for 
affordable housing in the com-
munity,” she said. 

According to Ms. Gonzalez, 
the developer is trying to get 
project approvals and start con-
struction in 2019 and 2020, with 
leasing to start in early 2021. The 
project is currently in a “pre-
application” phase with the San 
Mateo County Planning Depart-
ment, Ms. Richstone said. 

The development would have 
50 parking spots and 36 bike 

parking spaces. According to 
Ms. Gonzalez, lower-income 
tenants means lower rates of 
vehicle ownership. 

“Affordable housing in gen-
eral produces a lower need for 
parking since the cost of vehicle 
ownership and maintenance is 
often cost-prohibitive for our 
lower-income residents,” she 

said, noting that the agency 
also encourages public transit 
and biking via free or reduced 
public transit passes, access to 
shared cars, and abundant bike 
parking. 

The development complies 
with new zoning that the San 
Mateo County Board of Super-
visors approved Nov. 21 for the 

El Camino Real-facing stretch 
of North Fair Oaks, Ms. Rich-
stone said. 

Funding sources so far are 
HEART of San Mateo County, 
the Housing Authority of San 
Mateo County, veteran housing 
and homeless prevention 
programs and tax credits, 
Ms. Gonzalez said. A

El Camino affordable housing development proposed

Palo Alto Housing/Dahlin Group Architecture 

A rendering of the proposed 67-unit affordable housing development slated to replace the Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car shop along El Camino Real, just north of Atherton.. 
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Stunning New Construction 
in Prime West Menlo Park 
with High End Finishes 
• Living Room with Floor-to-Ceiling Fireplace

• Gourmet Eat-In Kitchen with Breakfast Bar and
Thermador Appliances

• Gorgeous Family Room with Fireplace and
Double Doors Out to Spacious Backyard

• Main Level Guest Suite

• 5 Spacious Bedroom Suites

• 5 Full Baths, 2 Half Baths

• Exquisite Master Suite with Dual Walk-in Closets

• Lovely Landscaped Backyard with Patio Areas

• Award Winning Menlo Park Schools

• Walk to Downtown

455 San Mateo Drive, Menlo Park 
Offered at $

BRE: #01198898

650.533.7373   |   keri@kerinicholas.com   |   kerinicholas.com
Top 49 Agents Nationwide  -  Wall Street Journal

#1 Market Share in Menlo Park
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N E W S

Featured Winter Courses:

Liberal Arts & Sciences

Leaders Who Made the 20th Century • An Introduction to Artificial Intelligence

America’s Opioid Epidemic • Human Biology: A Gentle Introduction

Verdi: Opera’s Greatest Melodist • The Innovations of World-Class Museums

The Philosophy of Technology and Our Technological Future • James Joyce’s Ulysses

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of on-campus 
and online courses in liberal arts & sciences, creative writing, and

professional & personal development. All adults are welcome to attend.

Most classes begin the week of January 16. Enroll today!

Learn more and register: continuingstudies.stanford.edu

WINTER2018

Safe, reliable and affordable 
home care from professionals 

who truly care!

S
h

We’re here to help...
whenever and wherever you need us.

NEED HOME CARE?

(650) 328-1001
www.careindeed.com

info@careindeed.com 

890 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
celebration of the life of 
Jean Lane, a philanthro-
pist, environmentalist, 

gardener and notable Portola 
Valley resident, is planned for 
early 2018 at Valley Presbyterian 
Church in Portola Valley. She 
died at her home Nov. 18 after a 
brief illness. She was 87.

Jean Lane’s philanthropic and 
environmental activities were 
a complement to those of Bill 
Lane, her husband of 55 years. 

The couple was noteworthy in 
Portola Valley since the town’s 
incorporation in 1964, though 
the spotlight tended to find Mr. 
Lane, the longtime publisher 
of Sunset magazine, the U.S. 
ambassador-at-large to the First 
International Ocean Exposi-
tion in Japan during the Ford 
administration, and the U.S. 
ambassador to Australia during 
the Reagan administration. He 
died in 2010.

She co-founded the Westridge 
Garden Club and was a docent at 
Stanford University’s research-
oriented Jasper Ridge Biological 
Preserve. She served on several 
boards, including the Smith-
sonian Institution’s National 
Museum of Natural History in 
Washington, D.C., the National 
Tropical Botanical Garden in 
Hawaii, and the Filoli Center in 
Woodside.

The Lanes were major and 
early donors to the construc-
tion of an environmentally 
advanced Town Center complex 
that opened in 2008, and their 
two names adorn the entrance 
to Portola Valley’s Town Hall. 
Through their philanthropy, 
they helped restore the Historic 
Schoolhouse where the town’s 
governing bodies meet and 
helped build a trail in the Wood-
side Highlands neighborhood, a 
hall at Ormondale School and a 
family room at Valley Presbyte-
rian Church.

The couple would deliberate 
about philanthropic decisions 
at home, according an account 
by Mr. Lane recalled by former 
mayor Gary Nielsen. “They’d 
sort of do it over the dinner 
table, between the two of them 
... which is kind of a neat thing,” 
Mr. Nielsen said.

The Lanes were major donors 
to the construction of an envi-
ronmental education center that 
bears their names in Edgewood 
Park & Natural Preserve at the 
northern border of Woodside. 
The couple also won approval 
from the Town Council in 

2006 to establish their 10-acre 
Westridge Drive property as a 
conservation easement to guar-
antee the preservation of its cur-
rent natural state.

“Jean was the First Lady of 
Portola Valley,” former mayor 
Steve Toben said in an email. 
“She was the more quiet mem-
ber of the Lane duo, but she was 
no less emphatic than Bill about 
civic duty and the obligation of 
generosity to her community. 
The countless gifts the Lanes 
made over many decades always 
bore both Bill and Jean’s names.” 

Jasper Ridge has an envi-
ronmental education class-
room named after her. Philippe 
Cohen, the preserve’s former 
executive director, said in an 
email that she “had a rare grace 
and kindness that was conta-
gious. ... There were so many 
circumstances when she and 
Bill provided support during the 
most critical times, and mostly 
in ways invisible to others. But 
I knew and was grateful for her 
presence and her willingness to 
come to the aid of (Jasper Ridge) 
whenever they were needed to 
make a difference.”

Donna Jean Gimbel grew up 
in Lincoln, Illinois, where she 
liked to walk in the woods and 
collect rocks. She could “see the 
universe in a grain of sand,” her 
family said. She graduated with 
a major in art history and inte-
rior design from Northwestern 
University — an alma mater that 
has since attached her name to a 
piano performance prize and to 
an artist-in-residence program 
in the humanities.

She played the harpsichord 

Celebration of life for 
Jean Lane, philanthropist 

and environmentalist

Photo by Kathy Korbholz

Jean Lane was the “First 
Lady of Portola Valley,” former 
mayor Steve Toben said. She was 
emphatic about civic duty and the 
obligation of generosity to her 
community, he said.

See LANE, page 12
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Looking for 
a Financial 
Consultant 
who’s into 
transparency?

Meet Tracy.
A 24-year Schwab veteran, Tracy moved to the U.S. from China with three economics degrees and 
a desire to make a difference. Today, when she’s not helping her clients at the Menlo Park branch, 

money skills to kids. She believes that being engaged and accountable is the cornerstone of a good 
relationship. How could values like Tracy’s make a difference in managing your wealth? Stop by the 

Tracy Zhang, CFP® 

VP, Sr. Financial Consultant 
Menlo Park 
650-614-2000

Wealth Management at Charles Schwab
PLANNING | PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT | INCOME STRATEGIES | BANKING

For a full list of branches in the San Francisco Bay area, visit us at Schwab.com/BayArea

Brokerage Products: Not FDIC-Insured • No Bank Guarantee • May Lose Value

There are eligibility requirements to work with a dedicated Financial Consultant. 
Branch located at 800 El Camino Real, Suite 100, Menlo Park, CA 94025.
To see how Schwab stands behind our word, visit www.schwab.com/satisfaction

* Charles Schwab received the highest numerical score in the J.D. Power U.S. Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM.  The January 2017 survey was based on 6,579 total responses from 

Wealth management refers to products and services available through the operating subsidiaries of The Charles Schwab Corporation, among which there are important differences, 
including, but not limited to, the type of advice and assistance provided, fees charged, and the rights and obligations of the parties. It is important to understand the differences when 

services through its operating subsidiaries. Its broker-dealer subsidiary, Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (“Schwab”), member SIPC, offers investment services and products, including Schwab 
brokerage accounts. Its banking subsidiary, Charles Schwab Bank (member FDIC and an Equal Housing Lender), provides deposit and lending services and products.
©2017 The Charles Schwab Corporation. All rights reserved. CC1227440 (0516-FG11) ADP91293TZ-03 (08/17) 00196330

*
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and liked Baroque music, Mr. 
Nielsen said, adding that he and 
his wife would accompany her 
to concerts.
 She met her husband while 

working as an interior designer 
in Chicago. Through Sunset 
magazine, Mr. Lane champi-
oned his take on the spirit of the 
West, and she was there with 
him, Mr. Toben said. “Jean was 
no doubt Sunset’s most impor-
tant reader,” he said. “Her home 

and garden exemplified under-
stated elegance and respect for 
the natural world that were 
hallmarks of the Lanes and the 
magazine.”
 Mr. Toben said he sat next to 
her at the town’s annual volun-
teer appreciation dinner several 
years after Mr. Lane had died. 
“A very long line of well-wishers 

quickly formed at her chair, and 
she spent the entire dinner in 
conversation with everyone,” 
Mr. Toben said. “She never 
touched her food.  Everyone was 
graced by her presence.”
 She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Sharon Louise Lane of 
North San Juan, California, 
and Brenda Lane Munks of 

Portola Valley; son Robert Lau-
rence Lane of Atherton; brother 
Arthur Gimbel of San Mateo; 
and five grandchildren.
 The family prefers that memo-
rial contributions be made in 
her name to the National Tropi-
cal Botanical Garden, 3530 
Papalina Road, Kalaheo, HI 
96741. A

LANE
continued from page 10

N E W S

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

L
essons learned from the 
North Bay fires and how 
to prepare for similar fires 

locally will be discussed at the 
annual joint meeting of the 
Board of Directors of Menlo 
Park Fire Protection District and 
the Atherton City Council on 
Tuesday, Dec. 12. 
 The public meeting will be 
held in the Jennings Pavilion 
at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 
Watkins Ave. in Atherton, start-
ing at 5 p.m.
 The only 
other topic on 
the agenda is 
a discussion of 
traffic prob-
lems within the 
town, includ-
ing the impact of regional growth 
on traffic.
 At a November fire board 
meeting, board President Peter 
Carpenter said he especially 
wants to discuss with Ather-
ton the fire in the Santa Rosa 
neighborhood of Coffey Park. 
“There was a fundamental event 
that took in Coffey Park that we 
had not seen before,” he said. 
“It’s a miracle that more people 
weren’t killed.” 

 “After Coffey Park I look at the 
whole district as being at risk 
in a wind-driven fire,” he said, 
with Atherton being particu-
larly vulnerable “because of very 
heavy vegetation.” 
 Also of high importance is the 
fire district’s emergency access 
on a day-to-day basis, Mr. Car-
penter said. “We have to solve 
the Marsh Road problem,” he 
said. If traffic gets much worse, 
“there are going to be areas that 
we can’t serve.” 
 The fire district and the 

town have had 
an uneasy rela-
tionship since 
the City Coun-
cil decided in 
late 2016 that 
it wanted to do 
a cost-benefit 

analysis of the services the fire 
district provides in Atherton.
 The review of how much in 
tax revenues the fire district 
gets from the town, how much 
the district spends on serving 
Atherton, and what it might 
cost the town to get its fire ser-
vices elsewhere is nearing 
completion, but probably won’t 
be released until January, so 
won’t be on the agenda at the 
joint meeting. A

Meeting on lessons learned 
from fires in North Bay

Photo by Linda Hubbard | InMenlo.com

Ernst Meissner, an architect and community volunteer, at his home in Menlo Park in 2010. 

 Sunset magazine, for 
decades an iconic Menlo 
Park institution on Willow 
Road co-published by the 
late Bill Lane of Portola Val-
ley and his brother, the late 
Mel Lane of Atherton, has 
been sold to Regent L.P., a 
Los Angeles-based private 
equity firm, Time Inc. has 
announced.
 Regent, led by investor 
Michael Reinstein, adds 
Sunset to a portfolio of com-
panies listed at the compa-
ny’s website (regentlp.com).
 “For almost 120 years 
Sunset has been the defini-
tive, pioneering voice of 
the promise, hope, values 
and innovative spirit of the 
West,” Mr. Reinstein said in 
a statement. “We are excited 
to partner with Sunset’s 

... accomplished team to 
ensure that Sunset continues 
to thrive for generations to 
come.”
 Sunset Publishing Corp., 
founded in 1898, relocated 
to Oakland in December 
2015, leaving its longtime 
location at 80 and 85 Wil-
low Road. The property was 
sold to Embarcadero Capital 
Partners.
 The Lane brothers sold the 
magazine to Time Warner in 
1990.
 Rich Battista, president 
and chief executive of Time 
Inc., said the company was 
pleased to have found Mr. 
Reinstein.
 Time Inc. itself recently 
reached an agreement to be 
sold for $2.8 billion to Mer-
edith Corp.

Sunset magazine sold 
to private equity investor

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

M
enlo Park resident 
Ernst Meissner, who 
died Nov. 25 at the age 

of 86, could rightfully lay claim 
to having added 1,000 points of 
light to the city.
 Those strings of white LED 
lights wrapped around the 
street trees along the Santa 
Cruz Avenue business district? 
An idea put forth by Mr. Meiss-
ner, along with his idea for the 
median itself and for the trees 
and f lowers (now gone) planted 
there.
 For Mr. Meissner, an architect 
and community volunteer, the 
city and its beautification was a 
work in progress, according to a 
chronology of his life provided 
by his wife, Betty Meissner.
 Mr. Meissner would monitor 
the lighted street trees on Santa 
Cruz Avenue and inform the city 
of outages. “For years he would 
walk down the street at night,” 
she said, looking for burned 
out bulbs and checking on the 
mechanisms that governed when 

the lights came on.
 At the time of his death, Mr. 
Meissner, a longtime member of 
the Menlo Park Historical Asso-
ciation, had been working with 
the association for about two 
years on plans to build a replica 
of a 19th century gateway that 
once stood near the intersection 
of El Camino Real and Raven-
swood Avenue.
 Mr. Meissner presided over 
the city’s Chamber of Com-
merce in 1984 and 1985 and was 
given the Chamber’s Golden 
Acorn Award in 1994 — a rec-
ognition repeated in 2011, when 
the Chamber gave the award to 
the Meissners as a couple.
 The Meissners were hosts 
to more than 35 international 
graduate students as mem-
bers of the Stanford Homestay 
program.
 As a Peninsula horseman, he 
was a member of the San Mateo 
County Volunteer Horse Patrol. 
He was inducted into the San 
Mateo County Horsemen’s Asso-
ciation Hall of Fame in 2016.
 A native of Hoechst, Germany, 

he chose to study architecture. 
After becoming a U.S. citizen, 
he found work as an architect 
in Chicago and San Francisco. 
Once in the Bay Area, Mr. 
Meissner built a house on Big 
Tree Way in unincorporated 
Woodside; he moved to Menlo 
Park in 1970.
 Once a year, the Meissners 
departed the Bay Area, includ-
ing for a trip to Madagas-
car in 2004, then Tibet and 
Nepal in 2005. Their trips 
abroad included China, Sicily, 
Peru, Scandinavia, Cambodia 
and Vietnam. Mr. Meissner 
returned to Germany with his 
wife in 2011 and went by him-
self in 2015. Their last trip was 
to Croatia, where they took a 
cruise in the Adriatic Sea.
 In addition to his wife, he 
is survived by his daughter, 
Melina in San Leandro; his son, 
Bernhard of Hollister; and his 
sister, Sieglinde in Kelkheim, 
Germany.
 Donations in memory of Mr. 
Meissner may be made to the 
Peninsula Open Space Trust. A

Ernst Meissner, advocate for 
civic improvements, dies at 86

‘It’s a miracle that more 
people weren’t killed.’

BOARD PRESIDENT PETER CARPENTER
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Holiday
Open House

Help us brighten Christmas  
for a less fortunate child.  

Bring a new, unwrapped toy 
for the “Toys For Tots” Toy drive!

Special Visit 

from Santa!!!

3111 Woodside Rd.

135 Portola Rd.

Visit our website for  
more information!

Hosted by the

Sta 7
Sta 8

Sta 19

Menlo Park Kiwanis Club  
Christmas Tree

Our 45th Year!

Proceeds from your tree purchase goes to  
support many local organizations:

 Scholarships for Menlo Atherton Graduates
 Saint Anthony’s Dining Room  Local Adopt-a-Teacher

Christmas Trees delivered 
Weekly – FRESH from Oregon
We carry wreaths and garlands

Delivery Available

Located: On the Stanford Campus next to the 
Football Stadium on El Camino Real near 
Embarcadero Road in Palo Alto

Opens:  Now!

Hours:  Monday through Thursday 2pm-8pm
  Friday-Sunday 9am-8pm

20% Off  for New Clients
Mention this ad

Get local 

for the 

holidays
Contact your Almanac Sales Rep  

to learn how you can reach local markets  

with your holiday message.

650-326-8210

An easy and 
affordable way 
to advertise in 

print and online 
for the holidays
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Holiday Fund
Give to The Almanac

Your gift helps local children  
and families in need

The organizations below provide  
major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names  
for donations unless the donor checks the anonymous box.  

All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

Rotary Club  
of Menlo Park

The David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

www.siliconvalleycf.org

DONATE ONLINE:
almanacnews.com/

holiday_fund

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name __________________________________________________________

Business Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________

E-Mail  _________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

__________________________________________Expires _______/_______

Signature ______________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)   

 In my name as shown above

 In the name of business above

OR:     In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for:  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 (Name of person)

All donors and their gift amounts will be  
published in The Almanac unless the boxes be-
low are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously. 

  Please withhold the amount of my  
contribution.

Please make checks payable to: 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
The Almanac Holiday Fund 
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
2440 West El Camino Real, Suite 300 
Mountain View, CA 94040

The Almanac Holiday Fund is a donor advised 
fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation,  
a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.  
A contribution to this fund allows your  
donation to be tax deductible to the fullest 
extent of the law.

The Almanac

2017

Holiday
Fund

C ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year, 

Almanac readers and foundations contributed $174,000 from more than 150 donors for the 10 agencies 

that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide numerous other services to those in need.

 Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the extent possible, by generous community organizations, 

foundations and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted from the 

gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law. 

 All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies listed on this page. 

Boys & Girls Clubs
Provides after-school academic support, enrichment, and 
mentoring for 1,800 low-income K-12 youth at nine 
locations across Menlo Park, East Palo Alto, and the 
North Fair Oaks neighborhood of Redwood City. 

Ecumenical Hunger Program
Provides emergency food, clothing, household 
essentials, and sometimes financial assistance to 
families in need, regardless of religious preference, 
including Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for more 
than 2,000 households.

Second Harvest Food Bank
The largest collector and distributor of food on the 
Peninsula, Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 52 
million pounds of food last year. It gathers donations 
from individuals and businesses and distributes food to 
more than 250,000 people each month through more 
than 770 agencies and distribution sites in San Mateo 
and Santa Clara counties.

LifeMoves
Provides shelter/housing and supportive services 
across 18 sites in Silicon Valley and the Peninsula. 
Serves thousands of homeless families and individuals 
annually on their path back to permanent housing and 
self-sufficiency.

Project Read
Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo 
Park area. Trained volunteers work one-on-one to help 
adults improve reading, writing and English language 
skills so they can function more effectively at home, 
at work and in the community. Basic English classes, 
weekly conversation clubs and volunteer-led computer 
enrichment are also offered.

Ravenswood Family Health Center
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for 
all ages at its clinic in East Palo Alto. Of the more than 
17,000 registered patients, most are low-income and 
uninsured and live in the ethnically diverse East Palo 
Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

Upward Scholars
Sequoia Upward Scholars empowers low-income adults 
by providing them with financial support, tutoring, and 
other assistance so they can continue their education, 
get higher paying jobs, and serve as role models and 
advocates for their children. 

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to 
people in need who walk through the doors. Funded 
by voluntary contributions and community grants, St. 
Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy 
between San Francisco and San Jose. It also offers 
take-home bags of food, as well as emergency food and 
clothing assistance.

Fair Oaks Community Center
This multi-service facility, serving the broader Redwood 
City community, provides assistance with child care, 
senior programs, citizenship and immigration, housing 
and employment, and crisis intervention. Programs are 
available in Spanish and English.

StarVista
Serves more than 32,000 people throughout San Mateo 
County, including children, young people, families with 
counseling, prevention, early intervention, education, 
and residential programs. StarVista also provides crisis 
intervention and suicide prevention services including 
a 24-hour suicide crisis hotline, an alcohol and drug 
helpline, and a parent support hotline.
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Your gift helps  
local children 
and families 

in need

DONATE ONLINE: 
almanacnews.com/ 

holiday_fund

As of Nov. 29, 2017, 
37 donors have 

donated $35,955 
to the Holiday Fund

8 Anonymous ...................... $3,725

Individuals

Paul Welander ............................ 25

Kayleen Miller .......................... 100

Andrea Julian ........................... 500

George & Sophia Fonti ............. 100

Jameds Esposto ........................ 500

Lucy Reid-Krensky .................... 100

Barbara & Robert Oliver ......... 1,000

Judy & Les Denend ................... 500

Kathy & Bob Mueller ................ 100

Leslie & Hy Murveit .................. 300

Don Lowry & Lynore Tillim ......... 100

James Lewis ................................. *

Anne Moser ................................. *

Robert Mullin ........................... 250

Barbara & Bob Ells ................... 200

Bruce & Donna Whitson ........... 500

Erika Crowley ............................... *

Marilyn Voelke .......................... 500

Bill Wohler ............................... 380

Greg & Penny Gallo .................. 500

Clay & Nita Judd .......................... *

Lynne Davis .................................. *

Elizabeth Tromovitch ................. 100

Pat & Rog Witte ....................... 100

George & Marjorie Mader ......... 200

In Memory Of

Annie Strem ................................. *

In Honor Of

Woodside Fire Department ....... 500

Organizations

Packard Foundation ............. 15,000

Hewlett Foundation ............... 8,750

By Elizabeth Weal, executive 
director, Upward Scholars

E
ven though she was only 
16 when she arrived in the 
U.S. from Mexico, Upward 

Scholars alum Viridiana Yengle 
didn’t even consider going to high 
school; rather, she went straight 
to work.
 In May, at age 32, Viridiana 
graduated from Canada College 
in Woodside with an associate 
degree in early childhood educa-
tion and recently started working 
as a resource teacher at a local 
preschool.  
 Viridiana’s trajectory was made 
possible by Upward Scholars 

(Formerly Sequoia Adult School 
Scholars), a small nonprofit that 
supports adults, mostly immi-
grants, so they can continue their 
education in community college, 
get better jobs and serve as role 
models and advocates for their 
children.
 During Viridiana’s time at 
Canada, Upward Scholars paid 
for her textbooks and parking 
pass and gave her a laptop. Her 
Upward Scholars tutor, a Stanford 
undergrad, helped her improve 
her writing. Upward Scholars also 
arranged for her to meet with two 
early childhood education profes-
sionals who advised her about her 
career. 

 “Upward Scholars is part of 
my family now,” Viridiana says. 
“They made my success possible.”
 Ms. Yengle is one of close to 500 
students served by Upward Schol-
ars since it was founded in 2011. 
 Upward Scholars was created 
to provide opportunities for the 
most overlooked members of our 
community. Most of our students 
have jobs like prep cooks, dish-
washers and gardeners. They’re 
the people who make our com-
munity hum but are rarely given 
the opportunity to move up.
 Upward Scholars provides stu-
dents with funds for books and 
transportation — a bus pass or 
parking pass — to college; laptops 

for students who need them, one-
on-one tutoring with community 
volunteers, and mentors for stu-
dents who request them.
 The goal of most Upward Schol-
ars students is to complete Cana-
da College’s rigorous English as a 
Second Language (ESL) program 
and gain English proficiency. 
Some students stay in college after 
completing their ESL classes and 
earn certificates in areas such as 
medical assisting and accounting. 
Other, like Ms. Yengle, complete 
their associate degrees. A few then 
transfer to four-year universities.
 In December, when Moises 
Bautista graduates from Cal Poly 
with a bachelor of science degree 
in industrial engineering, he’ll be 
the first Upward Scholars student 
to earn a four-year degree. 
 Mr. Bautista came to the U.S. 
from Mexico when he was 18 
and attended Canada College for 
seven years. It took him that long 
because he worked full-time and 
had limited time to study. In addi-
tion, he knew very little math. He 
had to start with pre-algebra and 
work his way up to the advanced 
math he needed to be an engineer. 
 “At Canada I learned about life,” 
he says. “And Upward Scholars 
showed me that there are a lot of 
people in this community who 
want to help.”
 He recently accepted a job offer 
from Oracle.
 Go to UpwardScholars.org for 
more information. Email: info@
upwardscholars.org. Phone: (650) 
383-8449. Address: 3481 Janice 
Way, Palo Alto, CA 94303.

By Maleah Preston, Ecumenical 
Hunger Program

‘I 
am very grateful for the 
Ecumenical Hunger Pro-
gram (EHP) being in this 

community and helping and 
doing all that they do for the 
positive transformation of lives. 
EHP has definitely transformed 
mine.” Those are the words of 
Connie, a 37-year resident of East 
Palo Alto and a single working 
mother of four. 

Since 1992, EHP has been able 
to assist her family with food, 
clothing, furniture and other 
services when they needed them 
most. 

“It broke my heart to see my 
children suffer and I had no one to 
turn to for help,” she says. “Then I 
found out about EHP.” 

She credits EHP with help-
ing her through many difficult 
times and for the look of joy on 
her children’s faces when they 
experience the miracle of special 
holiday gifts, and backpacks full 
of supplies and clothes and shoes 
for a new school year. 

Connie is very proud of the 
awards that her children earn 
with their hard work in school 
and for her eldest son’s accom-
plishments as a video editor with 
a local community organization. 

She says that none of this would 
be possible if it were not for EHP’s 

support. 
Currently a member of the EHP 

women’s support group, Con-
nie has been attending classes 
through UC Davis and JobTrain. 
She plans to open a family child 
care home in the near future.

Many families like Connie’s 
are on the verge of losing their 
homes, losing their jobs because 
they cannot afford the rising cost 
of housing, utilities, gas and other 
necessities, and they have or are 

experiencing true hunger. 
We are seeing more and more 

people walking through our doors, 
desperate for food and hoping for 
solutions. With our Family Intake 
Program and with the continued 
generous support of our donors, 
we will be able to help these fami-
lies get back on their feet.

Connie is thoughtful and at 
a loss for words when asked to 
describe her feelings about what 
EHP has done for her family. 
After a long pause, she looks up 
with tears in her eyes and says, 
“blessed and thankful!” 

And she is teaching her children 
to pay this forward. “They won’t 
have to go through what I went 
through because with EHP’s help, 
I’ve been able to set a different 
foundation for them,” she says. 
“EHP has helped me transform 
my life, my family and my chil-
dren’s future and for this, I am 
forever grateful.”

Upward Scholars helps adults  
move up in careers and in life 

Transforming lives, one family at a time

Gifts to the Almanac’s Holiday Fund 
benefit the Ecumenical Hunger 
Program and nine other community 
organizations.

 HOLIDAY FUND

Gifts to the Almanac’s Holiday Fund 
benefit Upward Scholars and nine oth-
er community-service organizations. 

 HOLIDAY FUND

Photo by David Moor

When Moises Bautista graduates in December from Cal Poly with a bachelor of science degree 
in industrial engineering, he’ll be the first Upward Scholars student to earn a four-year degree. He has 
accepted a job offer from Oracle.
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BUY WITH KEN
IT DOESN’T COST MORE TO WORK WITH THE BEST

Within only 10 years, Ken DeLeon became the #1 real estate 
agent in the nation* and the most successful agent in Silicon 
Valley. Though most top agents focus on sellers, Ken now devotes 
himself exclusively to buyers. Ken’s analytical and legal abilities, 
combined with his expert team of area specialists, contractors, 
and designers, give his buyers a priceless advantage in Silicon 
Valley’s fiercely competitive market.
 
Buying the right home will be one of the largest financial 
decisions of your life. Shouldn’t you work with the very best?

*Per rankings released by Wall Street Journal/REAL Trends in 2012

MEET WITH KEN TO LEARN 

HOW HE CAN MAKE YOUR 

DREAMS A REALITY.

C A L L  6 5 0 . 5 4 3 . 8 5 0 1

· Law degree from U.C. Berkeley
· Economics professor
· Motivational speaker
· Excellent dancer
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N E W S

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Mary A.W. “Alex” Coleman
August 5, 1922 - September 22, 2017

Alex Coleman, resident of 

Menlo Park, CA., departed her 

earthly life on September 22 

at 1:40 PM. She passed away 

peacefully at home with her 

son, Winstead and, daughter, 

Mary at her bedside. She was 

ninety five. Alex, a beloved 

mother, grandmother, and 

great grandmother, was also a 

loving wife to John C. Coleman 

from 1950 until John’s death in 

1990. She is survived by four 

children, Karen Newsom, of 

Portland OR, John Coleman of 

Napa CA, Winstead Coleman 

of Aptos CA, and Mary Way of 

Paradise Valley AZ; and by five 

grandchildren and seven of her 

eight great grandchildren.

Alex Coleman entered this 

world in Wilson North Caro-

lina as Mary Alexander Wells 

on Aug 5 1922. She was the first 

born child of John David Wells, 

and Mary Shields Alexander 

Wells. Alex’s parents were both 

from old American lines. Her  

parents’ forbearers were among 

the earliest settlers in the British 

colonies of North Carolina and 

Virginia. Alex spent her child-

hood in Wilson NC, where she 

attended and graduated from 

Charles L. Coon High School. 

After high school, Alex enrolled 

at St. Mary’s Episcopal Jr. Col-

lege in Raleigh NC. Alex’s ma-

ternal grandmother had also 

attended and graduated from St. 

Mary’s. After graduating from 

St. Mary’s, Alex continued her 

college education in Chapel Hill, 

at the University of North Caro-

lina. She majored in English and 

minored in Drama. Two years 

after entering UNC, Alex gradu-

ated with a bachelors degree.

After college, Alex taught 7th 

grade English in the towns of 

Washington N.C. and Swans-

boro N.C. for a couple of years, 

and then moved to Richmond, 

Va. to work in creative adver-

tising for Miller and Rhodes 

Department Store. Alex later 

left Richmond for St. Louis, 

MO to go to work for Women’s 

Wear Daily as a footwear fash-

ion editor. It was in St. Louis 

where Alex was introduced to a 

man who had recently been as-

signed by his Employer, Magna 

Power Tools, to move from 

California to St. Louis. This 

man, John Coleman, would be-

come Alex’s husband of forty 

years. The couple were married 

on May 6, 1950 in Littleton, 

North Carolina at an Episco-

pal Church where her beloved 

Aunt Angeline was an 

active member of the 

congregation. After 

a few years  that saw 

them transferred to 

Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

and Cleveland Ohio, 

John had the good for-

tune of being trans-

ferred to the company’s 

headquarters in Menlo 

Park in 1952. John and 

Alex decided to make 

Menlo Park their final 

destination. John died 

in 1990. Alex never re 

married and chose to 

live out her life in the 

same home where she 

and John had lived and raised 

a family together. 

Alex volunteered her time 

generously to multiple chari-

table causes and activities in 

the Menlo Park area. As an 

active member of the Wood-

side Atherton Auxiliary, Alex 

helped raise money for Stan-

ford Children’s Hospital by 

devoting years of service to 

working at the Menlo Park 

Allied Arts Guild, co chairing 

the Tally Ho Horse Show, and 

playing a significant role on 

the Woodside Atherton Auxil-

iary’s membership committee. 

Alex was active in her local Chi 

Omega Alumni Chapter’s phil-

anthropic causes, and enthusi-

astically participated in their 

efforts to help deserving stu-

dents receive scholarship fund-

ing. Among her many other 

volunteer contributions to her 

community, Alex steadfastly 

did volunteer work to deliver 

meals to house bound seniors, 

served as the President of the 

Parent/Teacher Association 

at Trinity Parish Day School, 

volunteered as a teacher’s assis-

tant at a local grade school and 

donated her teaching talent 

to help children in East Palo 

Alto develop better reading 

and writing skills . Alex was a 

devoted parishioner of St. Be-

des and St. Mark’s Episcopal 

Churches, where she worked in 

numerous volunteer capacities 

from teaching Sunday School, 

to working at rummage sales. 

She worked for decades as part 

of the St. Bede’s Alter Guild. 

Alex committed her life to 

Christian values. Most of all, 

Alex was an adoring mother 

and wife. She loved and was 

loved by her family, friends and 

neighbors. She maintained life 

long friendships from all stages 

of her life. She leaves behind a 

life’s legacy of caring about and 

giving to others. She will be 

missed by all those whose lives 

she touched.

A Celebration of Alex’s life 

will be held at St Bede’s Episco-

pal Church in Menlo Park on 

Dec 9 at 2:00 PM. The family en-

courages all to attend. A recep-

tion at the church’s Parish Hall 

will follow. The family requests 

that in lieu of flowers you make 

contributions in her memory 

to St Bede’s  Episcopal Church 

Menlo Park, or The Coleman 

Family Scholarship Fund Whit-

man College, Walla Walla WA.

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter hours of delibera-
tion, the Menlo Park 
City Council voted 4-0, 

with Ray Mueller absent, on 
Nov. 29 to take further steps to 
change the city’s election pro-
cess from an at-large system (in 
which all voters can vote to fill 
all five council seats) to a by-
district system (in which voters 
residing in a district can vote to 
fill only the one council seat in 
that district).
 The council voted to create 
an advisory commission that 
would seek public input and 
recommend to the council 
how to split the city into five 
or six districts. The council 
also ironed out a 
process that would 
avoid having the 
council members 
select the members 
of the commission 
and would stick to 
a tight schedule. 
 Looking forward, 
council members 
also favored creating an inde-
pendent commission that 
would have the authority to 
make the final decision on dis-
trict boundaries when new cen-
sus data is released, in advance 
of the 2022 election. 

Lawsuit threat
 Menlo Park is facing a lawsuit 
threat that alleges the city’s 
at-large voting system violates 
state law because racial minori-
ties, specifically residents of 
the predominantly Latino and 
African-American Belle Haven 
neighborhood, don’t get fair 
representation on the council. 
 The city must change its 
election system to districts 
by the November 2018 ballot 
or be liable to the suit. The 
lawsuit threat, in the form of 
a letter from attorney Kevin 
Shenkman of the Shenkman & 
Hughes law firm, is on behalf 
of unnamed plaintiffs. The law 
firm has been involved in such 
lawsuits against a number of 
California cities. No cities have 
prevailed in court and many 
have switched to district elec-
tions rather than face such a 
lawsuit. 
 To make the switch to district 
voting by the November 2018 
election, the city must meet 
deadlines much earlier in 2018. 
According to City Attorney Bill 
McClure, Menlo Park must 
have its district boundaries 
decided by the end of April to 
give the county time to prepare 
for the changes.

 The process for moving for-
ward is twofold. First, there 
will be a method made avail-
able for members of the public 
to submit a map with recom-
mendations for district bound-
aries. There will be the option 
to create five or six districts.  
Second, members of the adviso-
ry commission will be selected 
and will work with the submit-
ted boundary ideas to come up 
with final recommendations.
 (Under a six-district plan, 
voters would elect a mayor at-
large who would also sit on the 
council, meaning that there 
would be a total of seven coun-
cil seats. With five districts, 
the council members would 
select a mayor from one of 
their members, as is done now. 

The title of mayor 
rotates each year 
among the council 
members.)
 The districts 
will have to have 
roughly the same 
number of people, 
within a margin of 
10 percent, accord-

ing to demographer Chal-
ise Tilton from the National 
Demographics Corp., the firm 
the city has hired to guide the 
change to district elections.
 The corporation has created a 
software tool the public can use 
to draw district boundaries on 
a map containing census data 
and then submit it as a recom-
mendation. Respondents will 
be asked if they’re a resident, 
but submissions won’t be lim-
ited to residents, she said. 
 Go to is.gd/district643 to 
access the tool.

Independent?
 The big question of the night 
was whether the commission 
appointed to draw district 
boundaries should be advisory, 
leaving the final approval to the 
council, or completely inde-
pendent, meaning its decision 
would be final.
 In public comments, 13 peo-
ple spoke in favor of an inde-
pendent commission, and one 
opposed it. 
 In summary, the appeal of 
an independent commission is 
that current council members 
— who have an implicit stake 
in how district boundaries are 
drawn since it may affect their 
re-election — would have less 
opportunity to interfere with 
the process.
 The problem with creating 
an independent commission, 
according to Mr. McClure, is 

Menlo Park grapples with 
tough choices on elections

See ELECTION PLANS, page 20

Council favors 
independent 
commission 
after 2020 

census.
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Business, and technology

ReBoot Accelerator for Women
655 Oak Grove Ave., P.O. Box 445 Menlo 
Park. 650-427-9433 / reboot@rebootac-
cel.com / rebootaccel.com.
ReBoot Accelerator for Women keeps 
local women current, connected and 
confident about re-entering the work-
force through workshops taught by 
instructors from LinkedIn, Google, 
Apple and Enjoy and social media 
experts. 

Dance

Brazivedas
53 Shorebreeze Court, East Palo Alto.
650-644-7343 / brazivedas.com
Brazivedas offers classes in Brazilian 
dance, music and martial arts for all 
ages and experience levels. Classes are 
held at several venues, including Lucie 
Stern Community Center, Stanford 
University campus and a home studio 
in East Palo Alto.

Silicon Valley Ballet
Cubberley Community Center, G-6, 
4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. 
408-288-2820 ext. 223 / school@sili-
convalleyballet.org
The Palo Alto Studio of Silicon Val-
ley Ballet (previously known as Ballet 
San Jose) provides ballet instruction 
to children ages 2.5 to 10, with par-
ticular attention paid to dancer health 
and child development. There are 
also creative movement classes and a 
Dance With Me class (for ages 1.5 to 
2.5 and caregivers) held at the studio. 
Sessions are held at various times on 
Fridays.

Sports & Outdoors

Kim Grant Tennis Academy
3005 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.650-
752-8061 / admin@kimgranttennis.com 
/ kimgranttennis.com.
The Kim Grant Tennis Academy 
organizes an array of tennis classes 
and programs for adults and children, 
including those with special needs. 

United States Youth Volleyball 
League
Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive, 
Palo Alto. 310-212-7008 / info@usyvl.
org / usyvl.org/locations/paloalto.
Run by the league and volunteers, 
the youth volleyball program allows 
boys and girls of all skill levels from 
ages 7 to 15 to play and learn the 
sport in a fun, supportive and co-ed 
environment. 

Health & Wellness

Blue Iris Studio
3485 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
650-858-1440 / blueirisstudiopaloalto.com
Blue Iris studio offers classes in yoga, 
Pilates and meditation.

Studio Kicks
796A San Antonio Road, Palo Alto. 650-
855-9868 / info@studiokickspaloalto.
com / studiokickspaloalto.com.
Studio Kicks is a family fitness center 
offering cardio kickboxing classes and 
training in martial arts for children 
and adults.

Taoist Tai Chi Society of the USA
3391 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto / 600 
Colorado Ave., Palo Alto / 600 E. Mead-
ow Drive, Palo Alto. 650-396-9244 / 
taoist.org/usa/locations/palo-alto.
The Taoist Tai Chi Society of the 
USA, a charitable organization with 
nationally accredited volunteers, holds 
classes designed to improve balance, 
strength, flexibility, relaxation and 
health. Beginner classes are held a few 
days each week.

Seniors

Menlo Park Senior Center
100 Terminal Ave, Menlo Park. 650-
330-2280 / menlopark.org (search 
“senior center”)
Menlo Park’s Senior Center offers more 
than 100 classes year-round in exercise/
movement, arts and crafts, sewing, 
cooking, language and more for  adults 
aged 55 and older. Membership costs, 
fees and class descriptions are listed on 
the website.

Special needs

Bay Area Friendship Circle
3921 Fabian Way, Suite A023, Palo Alto.
650-858-6990 /  bayareafc.org, / info@
BayAreaFC.org
The Bay Area Friendship Circle offers 
programs for children, teens and young 
adults with special needs ages 2 to 22 
year-round as well as winter and sum-
mer camps. Trained teen volunteers 
provide one-on-one friendship and 
support. To register for programs or 
camp visit the website.

Language courses

German-American School
GAIS Campus, 475 Pope St., Menlo 
Park. 650-520-3646 / contact@gaspa-
ca.org / gaspa-ca.org
Started in 1960, the German-American 
School of Palo Alto (GASPA), a Satur-
day school, teaches immersive German 
language classes, which also cover cul-
ture and traditions. Sessions are avail-
able for all skill levels and students ages 
3 to 18. No prior knowledge of German 
is required.

Music, arts and crafts

Art Works Studio
595 Lincoln Ave., Palo Alto. 650-796-
1614 / artworkspaloalto@gmail.com / 
artworkspaloalto.net
Art Works Studio holds regular fine-
art classes for youth, who are given 

the chance to explore and learn about 
art history. 

Lingling Yang Violin Studio
Middlefield Road and East Meadow 
Drive, Palo Alto. 650-456-7648 / lin-
glingviolin.blogspot.com /linglingy@
gmail.com
This studio offers private violin 
instruction to children ages 7 and up 
and adults of all levels. Enrollment is 
offered year-round. 

The Midpen Media Center
900 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto.
650-494-8686 / info@midpenmedia.org 
/ midpenmedia.org
The center offers workshops for a range 
of media arts, including video produc-
tion, photo enhancement, studio work 
and more. The center suggests starting 
with one of its free hour-long orienta-
tion sessions.

Pacific Art League
668 Ramona St., Palo Alto. 650-321-
3891 / info@pacificartleague.org /  
pacificartleague.org
The classes and workshops at the Pacif-
ic Art League are taught by qualified, 
experienced instructors for children 
and adults with varying experience. 
Instructors teach many mediums, 
including drawing, painting, watercol-
or, printmaking, digital art and more.

Parent education

Children’s Health Council
650 Clark Way, Palo Alto. 650-326-5530 
/ info@chconline.org / chconline.org
Children’s Health Council holds a 
variety of classes touching on child-
behavior issues, dyslexia, anxiety and 
depression, attention deficit hyperac-
tivity disorder, autism and other topics 
related to encouraging all children’s 
success. All classes are taught by the 
organization’s experts.

Parents Place
200 Channing Ave., Palo Alto. 650-688-
3040 / parentsplaceonline.org/peninsula
A resource center for parents, Parents 
Place on the Peninsula offers work-
shops on subjects ranging from sibling 
rivalry to building a child’s self-esteem 
and confidence. Parent and child activ-
ity groups are also organized.

School days

Amigos de Palo Alto
1611 Stanford Ave., Palo Alto.  
650-493-4300 / info@amigosdepaloalto.
com / amigosdepaloalto.com
Amigos de Palo Alto is a Spanish-
immersion preschool for children 2 
1/2 and older. 

Emerson School
2800 W. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto.
 650-424-1267 / emersonschool@head-
sup.org / headsup.org/emerson-school
Emerson School provides a full-day, 
year-round program for grades one to 
eight, teaching a personalized, Montes-
sori curriculum. 

Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School
450 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto.
650-494-8200 / hausner.com
Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School 
provides strong academics, instruc-
tion in Jewish studies and the Hebrew 

language, enrichment opportunities 
and after-school programs.

HeadsUp! Child Development Center
2800 W. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto. 650-
424-1221, pacdc@headsup.org, headsup.
org/headsup
HeadsUp! Child Development Center 
serves infants, toddlers and preschool-
ers (to age 6) with a full-day program, 
year-round. The Montessori curricu-
lum focuses on building thinking 
skills and personal values. A bilingual 
Chinese-English preschool classroom 
is also available.

International School of the Peninsula
151 Laura Lane, Palo Alto.
650-251-8500 / istp@istp.org / istp.org
International School of the Peninsula 
is an independent bilingual immersion 
day school with two nursery-to-fifth-
grade programs in French and Manda-
rin Chinese, as well as an international 
middle school program. 

Lydian Academy LLC
815 El Camino Real, Menlo Park.
650-321-0550 / lydianacademy.com
Lydian Academy is a middle and high 
school offering individualized instruc-
tion to prepare students for college. 

Peninsula School
920 Peninsula Way, Menlo Park.

650-325-1584 / peninsulaschool.org
Peninsula School is a progressive 
institution teaching about 250 stu-
dents from nursery through eighth 
grade, with an emphasis on choice 
and experience. Classes cover core 
subjects as well as instruction in 
music, physical education, drama, 
ceramics, woodshop and more.

Class Guides are published quarterly 
in the Palo Alto Weekly, Mountain 
View Voice and the Almanac. Descrip-
tions of classes offered in Palo Alto, 
Stanford, Menlo Park, Mountain 
View, Atherton, East Palo Alto, Los 
Altos, Los Altos Hills, Portola Valley 
and Woodside are provided. Listings 
are free and subject to editing. Due to 
space constraints, classes held in the 
above cities are given priority.
To inquire about submitting a listing for 
the next Class Guide, email Associate 
Editor Linda Taaffe or call 650-223-
6511. To place a paid advertisement in 
the Class Guide, call the display adver-
tising department at 650-326-8210.

ClassGuideW
in

te
r

Just because it’s winter and the days are colder and shorter, doesn’t 
mean you have to stay bundled at home. There are plenty of 
classes and other activities offered along the Midpeninsula this 

season to get you out of the house and moving. Whether its dancing, 
cooking or learning a foreign language, our list of local offerings is 
bound to fulfill at least one of your goals, interests or passions.

The Class Guide is published quarterly by the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

winter advertiser 
directory:

•  Early Learning Institute: 
Emerson School and HeadsUp! 
Child Development Centers
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Wednesday, December 13, 2017
7:00–9:00 pm
Menlo-Atherton  
Performing Arts Center 
555 Middlefield Road 
Atherton, CA 
 
See a collection of fabulous performances where you, 
our talented community, enter the spotlight!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
• menlopark.org/holidayshowcase
• facebook.com/menloparkevents
• 650-330-2220

Creating a vibrant community

HOLIDAY
SHOWCASE

ADMISSION

• $5.00 for adults
• Children 12 years and under free
• Purchase tickets in advance online

ENJOY
• Heartbeat of Hula
• Soul line dancing
• Persian dance
• Jane Kellam Adult Jazz
• Middle Eastern Belly Dancing
• Ballet, Cheer and Jazz
• After showcase social hour

the tight time crunch the city 
is under. If the council were to 
create an independent com-
mission, he said, it no longer 
would have the legal authority 
to impose hard deadlines.
 Picturing the worst-case sce-
nario, he said, an independent 
commission might not reach 
consensus in time for the 
county to prepare for a district 
election in Menlo Park. If that 
happened, the 2018 election 
could be canceled and the city 
slapped with a lawsuit. In that 
hypothetical scenario, he said, 
he didn’t know if the current 
council members would keep 
their seats or vacate them. 
 Ultimately, the council 
decided to move forward with 
an advisory commission — 
since the council would have 
more control in ensuring the 
deadline is met.
 Belle Haven resident Pam 
Jones recommended certain 
requirements for members 
of the commission, and the 
council adopted many of them, 
including these: members 

must have lived in Menlo Park 
for at least five years, have 
voted in at least two of the last 
three city elections, if they 
were eligible (exceptions could 
be made for people who were 
under the voting age or not 
citizens in previous elections), 
and have not given more than 
$500 to any City Council can-
didate in the last eight years. 
 The advisory commis-
sion would have nine mem-
bers, but that number could 
be decreased if not enough 
people apply. All candidates 
would be vetted. The first 
three commissioners would 
be selected at random from 
among applicants who meet 
the requirements. Then, those 
three would select the rest, 
focusing on ensuring the com-
mission’s diversity.
 The commission would 
have to make its recommen-
dation on district boundaries 
by the middle of March to 
give the council time to hold 
two required public hearings 
before getting the final map 
to the county by the end of 
April. A

continued from page 18

Menlo Park moves ahead 
with district election plans

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M
enlo Park is taking 
a hard stance against 
Stanford University’s 

growth near its territory, as evi-
denced by the council’s 4-0 vote 
Nov. 29 to appeal the approval of 
a medical faculty office building 
slated for 453 Quarry Road in 
Santa Clara County. 
 Stanford’s “Center for Aca-
demic Medicine” would be a 
155,000-square-foot, four-story 
building with three levels of 
underground parking. It was 
approved by the Santa Clara 
County Planning Commission 
on Nov. 16. The appeal goes to 
the Santa Clara County Board 
of Supervisors. 
 Menlo Park staff and the 
council were surprised that they 
hadn’t been alerted about the 
project, only hearing about it 
prior to the scheduled hearing 
of the matter at the county plan-
ning commission. 
 In fact, the revelation of this 
project caused Councilwoman 
Catherine Carlton to renege 
on her approval of another 

Stanford office development at 
2131 Sand Hill Road, causing 
that project’s approval to be 
reversed. 
 (Councilman Ray Mueller 
had alerted the city of plans 
for the Quarry Road develop-
ment; he says he learned of 
the proposal due to a tip from 
Kristina Loquist, a staffer in 
Santa Clara County Supervisor 
Joe Simitian’s office. Mr. Muel-
ler previously worked as chief 
of staff there. Until recently, 
he said, Ms. Loquist wanted 
her name to stay “behind the 
scenes.”) 
 The appeal comes with a price 
tag of $1,359 and will require 
staff time, a commodity in 
short supply, to be pulled from 
other city projects, as City Man-
ager Alex McIntyre frequently 
reminds the council.
 One of the council’s big con-
cerns about the development is 
that it moves 115,000 square feet 
of Stanford’s allowed develop-
ment from its east campus to 
near Quarry Road. 
 Even though the building 
would not add more parking 

spots than were allowed when 
Stanford’s 2000 growth plan 
was approved, the Menlo Park 
council and staff worry that 
the traffic impacts have not 
been sufficiently analyzed, and 
anticipate Sand Hill Road and 
roads in Menlo Park territory 
would be be adversely affected 
with the new building. 
 Santa Clara County Plan-
ning Director Kirk Girard 
sees things differently.  In a 
previous interview, he said 
that county planners did take 
Menlo Park’s concerns into 
account and layered on more 
analysis as to what traffic 
might be like when the univer-
sity’s two hospitals — currently 
under construction — go live. 
The traffic projections, he 
said, were comfortably beneath 
projected traffic volumes esti-
mated in 2000. “This project 
wasn’t making things worse,” 
he said.
 The appeal would likely go 
before the Santa Clara County 
Board of Supervisors in January 
or February, Councilman Peter 
Ohtaki predicted. A

Menlo Park to appeal approval  
of Stanford medical office building
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ENCHANTING COUNTRY SETTING WITH SPECTACULAR VIEWS

650.619.6461
hcornish@cbnorcal.com
License# 00912143

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. 

Offered at $3,895,000

For floor plans, additional photos, and information, 
visit www.145OldLaHonda.com

Ranked Top 1% Internationally – Coldwell Banker

Ranked #125 Nationally by The Wall Street Journal, 2017

Over $2 Billion in Sales

  Facebook ..................25 min.  

  Google ......................27 min.  

  Apple ........................21 min.

  LinkedIn ....................23 min. 

  Tesla .........................13 min.

  VMware ....................15 min.

  Hewlett Packard .......17 min.

  Adobe .......................30 min.

  Uber HQ (SF) ............42 min.

Per Google maps, all times approximate

CENTRAL LOCATION!

145 OLD LA HONDA ROAD 
WOODSIDE

• Fabulous setting on approximately 2.566 acres  
with 3 parcels plus second private entrance from 
Home Road

• Stunning views of Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve, 
San Francisco Bay, and the East Bay hills

• 4 bedrooms, office, 2 family rooms, and 3.5 baths 

• Approximately 4,600 total square feet 

• Fabulous chef’s kitchen, full bar, and adjoining 
family room

• Huge stone patio, defined vegetable garden, and 
lower-level lawn area with flagstone patio

• Just 5 minutes to Highway 280 and Sand Hill Road 
venture capital centers

• Close to Martin Creek and miles of hiking trails at 
Thornewood Open Space Preserve 

• Excellent Portola Valley schools (buyer to confirm) 

OPEN SUNDAY 1:00 – 4:00pm

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A
s Caltrain begins con-
struction to electrify its 
train service, Atherton 

residents whose backyards are 
bordered by the railroad tracks 
are protesting plans to install 
nearly 46-foot-tall cantilevered 
poles near their homes for the 
electrical wires.

Resident of the Lloyden Park 
neighborhood wrote a letter to 
Caltrain’s board of directors and 
Executive Director Jim Hartnett 
on Dec. 1 saying they “strongly 
object” to plans to put 45.5-foot-
tall poles, with cantilevered arms 
that span two sets of tracks, 
“in the Lloyden Park neighbor-
hood, a quaint residential area of 
Atherton.” 

They’ve also peppered Ather-
ton officials with emails, urging 
them to refuse to sign the agree-
ment that allows Caltrain to start 
working (and repays the town 
for any costs it has related to the 
agreement, starting off with a 
$25,000 deposit).

Atherton Rail Committee 
member Nerissa Dexter said 
residents “don’t want to have our 
modest and quaint neighbor-
hood destroyed” by the tall poles. 

 Atherton council members also 
expressed consternation when 
they heard about the planned 
height of the poles at a Nov. 15 
City Council meeting, when the 
agreement to allow Caltrain to 
begin construction in Atherton 
was to be approved. Council 
members pulled the item from 
their consent calendar, where it 
could have been approved with-
out any discussion, along with 
other routine business. 
 The town staff report about 
the agreement said the 19 poles 
Caltrain planned for Ather-
ton would be “25 to 30 feet in 
height.”
 But Stacy Cocke, Caltrain’s 
principal planner for the project, 
said that is not correct. “The poles 
in some instances are taller than 
that,” she said. “We’re seeing 
some 40-45 feet” in other areas 
where design has been complet-
ed. The taller poles are designed 
to span two sets of train tracks, 
she said, and also have larger 
foundations than poles that carry 
wires for only one track, she said. 

“I’m actually shocked,” Coun-
cilman Cary Wiest said when he 
heard the new height estimates, 
adding that the town should 
have been told about the taller 
poles much earlier. 

 “We’ve got a reputation for 
not necessarily being so friendly 
on this topic,” Mr. Wiest said, 
alluding to the fact that Ather-
ton has filed several legal actions 
against Caltrain over the electri-
fication plans. “This is why we’re 
not friendly.” 
 Ms. Cocke said Caltrain was 
using the taller cantilevered 
poles to help preserve trees along 
the tracks. Caltrain officials 
say they don’t know why the 
town thought the poles would 

be shorter. The environmental 
report on the project says the 
poles could be up to 50 feet tall. 
 Caltrain says that replacing the 
planned cantilever poles with 30- 
to 35-foot-tall poles on both sides 
of the tracks means more impact 
on trees. One more tree will have 
to be removed and 11 more trees 
will need moderate pruning (less 
than 25 percent). Caltrain would 
also have to pay for a redesign. 
 Caltrain is working with town 
officials on the pole height issue 

and it was to be discussed at a 
Dec. 5 Rail Committee meet-
ing and at the council’s Dec. 20 
meeting.
 In the meantime, Lloyden 
Park residents plan to attend a 
Thursday, Dec. 7, meeting of the 
Caltrain board and share their 
concerns during the public 
comment portion of the 10 a.m. 
meeting, which will be held in 
the Bacciocco Auditorium, 2nd 
Floor, 1250 San Carlos Ave. in 
San Carlos. A

Atherton residents protest height of planned Caltrain poles

 A continuing investigation 
by San Mateo County Sheriff’s 
Office detectives into the activi-
ties of Emerald Hills resident and 
former after-school aide Hoang 
Tran has turned up another 
6-year-old girl who deputies are 
referring to as a third victim.
 Mr. Tran, who is 19 and a 
former aide at a San Carlos 
elementary school, was arrested 
Nov. 27 on suspicion of lewd acts 
with a child under the age of 14. 
Deputies at that time had spoken 
with two girls — one 6 and the 
other 7 — from the Brittan Acres 
Elementary School.
 Deputies re-arrested Mr. Tran 

on Thursday, 
Nov. 30, after 
i d e n t i f y i n g 
the third girl, 
Detective Sal-
vador Zuno of 
the Sheriff ’s 
Office said in 
an email.
 The investi-
gation of Mr. Tran began in Sep-
tember after a 6-year-old girl told 
detectives she had been touched 
inappropriately by him while he 
was working at Brittan Acres, 
deputies said. The alleged touch-
ing was done over the girl’s cloth-
ing, prosecutors said.

 School officials placed Mr. Tran 
on leave immediately upon learn-
ing from detectives of the alleged 
incident. He was subsequently let 
go as an employee of the school 
district, deputies said.
 A second girl, a 7-year-old, came 
forward during the investigation, 
alleging that Mr. Tran inappro-
priately touched her sometime at 
the beginning of the school year, 
deputies said.
 Investigators are asking anyone 
with information about the case 
to contact Detective Jesse Myers 
at 650-363-4050 or jrmyers@smc-
gov.org. To make an anonymous 
tip, call 800-547-2700. 

Former after-school aide re-arrested

Hoang Tran
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These reports are from the Menlo Park 
Police Department. Under the law, people 
charged with offenses are considered inno-
cent unless convicted. Police received the 
reports on the dates shown.

MENLO PARK
Attempted robbery: Police arrested a 
35-year-old transient man on suspicion of 
attempted robbery, attempted carjacking and 
assault with a deadly weapon after an inci-
dent that unfolded at Tri-E-Z Liquors at 1820 
El Camino Real. Police gave this account: The 
transient man asked for change from a man 
going into the liquor store and repeated his 
request after the customer left the store. On 
both occasions, the customer said he didn’t 
have any change, police said. The transient 
man cursed the customer, threw a water bot-
tle at the customer’s vehicle as the customer 

was trying to enter it, then approached and 
spit on the vehicle and in the customer’s face. 
The transient man tried to enter the vehicle 
himself and threaten to take it. The customer 
chased the transient man around his vehicle 
and the chase continued along El Camino 
Real toward Spruce Avenue. At one point, 
the transient man picked up an A-frame sign 
and threw it at the customer, hitting him in 
ribs. The customer declined medical treat-
ment, police said. Police found and arrested 
the transient man  and booked him into jail. 
Nov. 26.
Auto burglaries:

 Someone broke into a vehicle parked at 
the Bedwell Bayfront Park on Marsh Road 
and stole a purse. Inside the purse were a 
wallet, make-up, jewelry, gift cards, credit 
cards and $289 in cash. Estimated loss: 
$10,929. Nov. 28.

 A thief broke into a vehicle parked at the 
Bedwell Bayfront Park on Marsh Road and 
stole a purse hidden under the front seat. 
Inside were a wallet, three credit cards, 

keys and $100 in cash. Estimated loss: 
$360. Nov. 26.
Thefts:

 A thief stole two packages delivered to a 
home on Mansion Court. The packages con-
tained clothing. Estimated loss: $500. Nov. 28.

 Someone stole a bicycle from the porch of 
a home on Hamilton Avenue. Estimated loss: 
$500. Nov. 30.

 A thief took a woman’s wallet from her 
purse while it was hanging on the back of her 
chair as she had lunch at Cafe Borrone at 
1010 El Camino Real. Estimated loss: $200. 
Nov. 29.

 A backpack containing personal docu-
ments was stolen from the El Rancho Super-
market at 812 Willow Road. Estimated loss: 
$50. Nov. 27.

 Someone stole a Social Security card and 
$20 in cash from a woman’s bag while she 
was at her workplace on O’Brien Drive. Nov. 
30.
Fraud: A resident of East Creek Drive told 
police that someone had spent almost $400 
from a gift card she’d purchased in a super-
market a few days earlier. She was advised to 
fill out paperwork associated with a dispute. 
Nov. 26.
Brandishing a weapon: A Danville man was 
arrested on charges of brandishing and car-
rying a concealed firearm in a vehicle after a 
report about a man displaying a pistol to driv-
ers of other vehicles that were stuck in traffic 
near Willow Road and Durham Street. During 
the arrest, police said they found a loaded 
pistol in the vehicle in close proximity to the 
driver. Nov. 29.

Menlo Park police arrested 
a Danville man at about 5:40 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 29, in 
the Willows neighborhood on 
charges of brandishing a weap-
on and carrying a concealed 

firearm in a vehicle.
Police responded to a report 

about a man in an SUV who 
allegedly displayed a pistol to oth-
er drivers while stuck in traffic 
near the intersection of Willow 

Road and Durham Street.
In checking the SUV, police 

said they found a pistol and a 
loaded magazine inside and in 
close proximity to the driver.

Traffic jams have been a major 
headache in the Willows area as 
the state highway department 
rebuilds the interchange at Wil-
low Road and U.S. 101.

A 48-year-old man was con-
victed Nov. 22 of felony vehicular 
manslaughter and hit-and-run 
charges for a crash near La 
Honda last year that killed a 
Woodside man.

A San Mateo County Supe-
rior Court jury found El Granada 
resident Tom Doane guilty of the 
charges in connection with a crash 
on March 27, 2016, that killed 
Francois Jouaux, a 46-year-old 
Woodside man with a wife and 
children, prosecutors said.

Just before 7 p.m., Mr. Doane 

drove his 2001 Ford F-250 into 
opposing lanes of traffic in the 
7400 block of La Honda Road and 
crashed head-on into a 1992 Hon-
da Civic driven by Mr. Jouaux. 

The truck rolled over the Hon-
da, killing Mr. Jouaux, according 
to the District Attorney’s Office.

A witness saw Mr. Doane 
climb out of the overturned Ford 
bleeding from his mangled left 
hand and arm, saying, “I need to 
die. ... I really just need to die,” 
prosecutors said.

He fled into the woods and 

California Highway Patrol officers 
were unable to find him.

He later showed up at Kaiser 
Permanente Medical Center in 
Redwood City and said he had 
been in a motorcycle accident, but 
he was the registered owner of the 
truck and investigators were able 
to link him to the crash, prosecu-
tors said.

The jury convicted him on its 
third day of deliberations after a 
21-day trial. Mr. Doane is sched-
uled to return to court on Jan. 10 
for sentencing.

His defense attorney, Dan 
Barton, was not available for 
comment.

— Bay City News Service

F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

Assistant Editor
Embarcadero Media is looking for a talented writer/editor to serve 
as assistant editor for the print and digital versions of the Mountain 
View Voice and The Almanac in Menlo Park.

Our ideal candidate will bring experience as a journalist and with 
social media, as this position will work with the editors of each 
publication to guide and edit the work of reporters and post news 
to our websites and other digital platforms, including Facebook  
and Twitter.

You will be joining an innovative media company that put the 
first complete U.S. newspaper online more than 20 years ago and 
regularly wins awards for its news and opinion, and continues to 
grow and invest in local journalism. We are a team-oriented group 
that values feedback and collaboration and holds ourselves to  
high standards.

The job is full-time with benefits in our Palo Alto office, located just 
two blocks from the California Ave. train station and co-located 
with the Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto Online.

You should have a degree in journalism, communication, digital 
media or related field and work experience with reporting and 
editing. Strong preference for applicants very familiar with the San 
Francisco Peninsula.

Apply with a cover letter to bjohnson@embarcaderomediagroup.
com along with a resume and two samples of your writing. 
Application deadline is December 8. Position open until filled. 

We’re looking for talented,  
highly motivated and dynamic people

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210
TheAlmanacOnline.com  |  MountainViewOnline.com

AlmanacNews.com O N L I N E

2018

M O D E R N  V O I C E S  O F   

CONSERVATION

Bill Bryson
Jan. 30, 2018 

Gina McCarthy
Feb. 13, 2018 

Winona LaDuke
Mar. 20, 2018

TO LEARN MORE VISIT

OPENSPACETRUST.ORG/LECTURES

Join us to learn how the natural world has inspired the 

work of these amazing thinkers and doers. 

NOBLE & LORRAINE 

HANCOCK
OUR SPONSORS

Matched CareGivers

“There’s no place like home.”

Matched CareGivers is nurse owned and operated 
and has provided the best in home care and case 
management on the peninsula for over 25 years.  

Our trained caregivers provide personal care, 
bathing, dressing, companionship, exercise mobility 
assistance, and much more. 

Menlo Park • San Mateo • San Jose Lic# 41470002

MatchedCareGivers.com

you can count on us to be there. Call (650) 839-2273
When someone you care about needs assistance... 

More stories are on 
AlmanacNews.com

 POLICE CALLS

Driver convicted in crash 
that killed Woodside man

Police: Man brandished firearm 
while stuck in Willows traffic

 A voting tally was incorrect in 
the Nov. 29 story on Supervisor 
Joe Simitian’s recent trip to three 
economically depressed counties 
— in North Carolina, Pennsylva-
nia and Michigan — to talk with 
voters about why they helped 
elect Donald Trump in 2016 
after having previously voted for 
Barack Obama.
 Mr. Trump won in Cambria 
County with 66.8 percent of the 
vote compared to 29.3 percent for 
Hillary Clinton.

Correction
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Keyko Pintz
INTERO REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Rarely Available Allied Arts Charmer

N
estled in the heart of Allied Arts, this home combines traditional appeal with 

modern living. The fabulous floor plan is open and bright with a unique 

stained glass window entrance that invites you home. Enchanting lush garden 

in the front and backyards filled with antique Camellia, Ilex and hydrangeas. Master 

bedroom with views of the back yard and beyond.  Lovely natural light throughout 

entire home. Large outdoor deck is ideal for entertaining. Everything on this street 

spells exceptional living and a warm sense of community.

KeykoPintz.interorealestate.com

Outstanding Features:
• Four Bedrooms and Two Baths

• 1610 Sq. Feet on a 7500 Sq. Foot Lot

• Elegant crown molding and baseboards

• Beautiful Wood floors

• Air Conditioning 

• Double pane windows throughout

•  Living room with wood burning 

fireplace 

• Large Level Backyard

• Detached Two Car Garage

• Custom built driveway gate 

 

•  Spacious Outdoor Living  

and Entertaining areas

•  Potting Shed with Separate  

Outdoor Sink  

for Gardening Enthusiasts

•  Close Proximity to downtown Menlo 

Park, downtown Palo Alto, and Stanford 

bike bridge

• Excellent Menlo Park Schools 

• Plenty of room to GROW.

Price upon request

Open Sat & Sun 1-4pmOpen Sat & Sun 1-4pm

308 Princeton Road | Menlo Park

650-224-9815
KPintz@interorealestate.com
BRE# 02011298

Submitting items for the Calendar
Go to AlmanacNews.com and see the Community Calendar 
module at the top right side of the page. Click on “Add your event.” If 
the event is of interest to a large number of people, also e-mail a press 
release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.M E E T I N G S ,  M U S I C ,  T H E AT E R ,  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

Calendar
Go to AlmanacNews.com/calendar 
to see more local calendar listings. 

Theater
A Holiday Mashup: The Nutcracker at Fox The-
atre “Hip-Hop Nutcracker” featureS 17 hip-hop art-
ists joined by dancers from Peninsula Ballet Theater. 
Dec. 15, 7 p.m. Fox Theatre, 2215 Broadway St., 
Redwood City. peninsulaballet.org/hiphop-nutcracker

 A story set in the 1870s cen-
tered around adventurer Phileas Fogg and his 
valet. Nov. 29-Dec. 31. Lucie Stern Theatre, 
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. theatre-
works.org/201718-season/201718-season/
around-the-world-in-80-days/

 A 
comedic one-man show written by David Sedaris 
about holiday hype. Dec. 5-23. $20-$45. Lohman 
Theatre, 12345 S. El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills. 
theatreworks.org/201718-season/201718-season/
santaland-diaries/
Very Merry Dorktales Dragon Theatre performS 
its own version of the classic “A Christmas Carol” by 
Charles Dickens. Dec. 15, 4:30 p.m. Dragon Theatre, 
2120 Broadway St., Redwood City. dragonproduc-
tions.net/activities/dorktales-story-time.html

Concerts 
 The Choral Project performs 

its holiday concert with San Jose Chamber Orches-
tra. Dec. 16-17, times vary. $10, students/alumni; $25, 
seniors; $35, general admission. First Presbyterian 
Church, 1140 Cowper St., Palo Alto. choralproject.
org/categories/winters-gifts/

 Paul Ayres re-writes G.F. 
Handel’s “Messiah.” The variations in jazz, gospel, 
mash-ups and improvisation are rooted in Handel’s 
familiar melodies. Dec. 9, 7 p.m. $35, general; $30, 
seniors; $10, students. First United Methodist Church, 
625 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto. baychoralguild.org/

 Traditional Hawaiian 
music and more. Dec. 9, 11 a.m.-noon. Menlo Park 

City Council Chambers, 701 Laurel St., Menlo Park. 
menlopark.org/ukulele

Talks & Lectures 
 A National Weather 

Service meteorologist explains the distinctions 
between climate and weather. Dec. 12, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Menlo Park Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo Park. Search 
menlopark.org/Calendar.aspx for more info.

 Santa Clara 
County Supervisor Joe Simitian, who visited three 
counties that had historically voted for Democratic 
presidential candidates, to learn what made them 
“flip” in 2016. Free; online registration required. Dec. 7, 
7-8:30 p.m. Menlo Park City Council Chambers, 701 
Laurel St., Menlo Park. Search menlopark.org/Calen-
dar.aspx for more info.

Outdoor Recreation
 This is a family hike just long 

enough for the youngsters to burn off some pre-
Christmas energy. The hike starts at the parking lot 
just beyond the entrance kiosk and is about 2 miles. 
Takes place rain or shine. $6 parking fee. Dec. 17, 
2-4 p.m. Free. Huddart Park, 1100 Kings Mountain 
Road, Woodside. huddartwunderlichfriends.org/
events/75-come-hike-with-the-friends

Community
 features highlights from 

Menlo Park Community Services Department’s 
programs and classes. Dec. 13, 7-9 p.m. Free for 
children. Menlo-Atherton Performing Arts Center, 555 
Middlefield Road, Atherton. Search eventbrite.com 
for more info.

 Collection drive for 
unwrapped toys or useful items for families of fallen 
military members. The NFL Alumni NorCal Chapter 
will host an event with former NFL players, military 
personnel, Gold Star families, first responders and 
local celebrities. Dec. 16, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free, but 
please donate a new, unwrapped toy. Bruce Bosley 
NFL Alumni Building, 1311 Madison Ave., Redwood 
City. nflalumninoca.org

Village Hub hosts gift faire, party
By Kate Daly
Special to the Almanac

T
he Village Hub’s Holi-
day Gift Faire and 
party offers a one-

stop place to play, eat and 
buy from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 6, at 
Woodside Village Church, 
3154 Woodside Road in 
Woodside.

Fourteen local vendors 
will sell their wares, which 
include succulent arrange-
ments created by Fiona 
Ryan with Bloom Floral 
Design, decorative sugar 
cubes from Jen Werbe’s 
The Sugar Studio, Lou-
ise Stroe’s Peace a Porter 
handmade jewelry, Lacey 
Caslow’s wreaths, and Vera 
Renski’s wool and felting 
Magic Wool pieces. All of 
these businesses are based 
in Woodside.

In addition to handicrafts, 
artists such as Woodside 
Plein Air painters and Swan 
Mosaic’s Huan My Ho will 

sell their works. 
Organizer Vicki Coe says 

15 percent of the proceeds 
will be going toward The 
Village Hub, a community 
gathering point at Woodside 
Village Church. She says 
300 people attended the 
inaugural event last year.

There will be a bouncy 
house and bake sale, and 
childcare available from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The Toddler 
Play Corner and Kids Zone 
with cookie decorating and 
ornament making will be 
open from 2 to 6 p.m.  

Photos with Santa are 
scheduled from 2:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Hot dog and lasagna 
dinners will be served from 
4 to 5:30 p.m.

Go to thevillagehub.org 
to buy advance tickets for 
some of the activities and 
dinners.

Santa visits
Continuing a holiday tra-

dition of more than 30 

years, Santa will be appear 
at all three of the Woodside 
Fire Protection District’s 
open houses on Wednesday, 
Dec. 13, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Christmas trees, decora-
tions and polished fire trucks 
will be on display, and hot 
cocoa and cookies will be 
served at these three loca-
tions: Station #7 at 3111 
Woodside Road in Wood-
side; Station #8 at 135 Portola 
Road in Portola Valley; and 
Station #19 at 4091 Jefferson 
Ave. in Redwood City. 

Families are invited to 
take photos with Santa and 
bring along new unwrapped 
gifts for the Redwood City 
and San Mateo County Toy 
and Book Drive. 

Every year the firefighters 
join other agencies in the 
area to collect, wrap, and 
deliver presents to less for-
tunate children.  Collection 
bins will be posted at the 
stations throughout the 
month of December. A
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Music
Live holiday music at the mall
What: Stanford Shopping Center is hosting a variety 
of free musical performances during the holiday 
season, including performances by Holiday Festival 
Strings, Dickens Carolers, Steel Pan Band, Musical 
Toy Solider Guard and Merry Mariachi Band.  
Where: 660 Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto. 
When: Afternoons, Saturdays and Sundays through 
Christmas Eve. 
More information: bit.ly/StanfordHolidayEvents

Festival of Lessons
What: Stanford University’s Department of Music, 
Office for Religious Life will hold its annual Festival 
of Lessons and Carols service this holiday season. 
The Memorial Church Choir and Stanford Chamber 
Chorale will perform. 
Where: Stanford Memorial Church, 450 Serra Mall, 
Stanford.
When: Friday, Dec. 8, 7:30-9 p.m. 
More information: events.stanford.edu/
events/710/71077/ 

What: The Bay Choral Guild and Redwood 
Symphony present Paul Ayres’ “Messyah,” a 
reimagined, light-hearted update of the Handel 
original choral masterpiece. 
Where: First United Methodist Church,  
625 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto.
When: Saturday, Dec. 9, at 7 p.m.
More information: baychoralguild.org 

What: Ragazzi Continuo, the adult a cappella choir 
for graduates of the Ragazzi Boys Chorus, presents 
its holiday concert “Winter’s Warmth.” 
Where: First Congregational Church of Palo Alto, 
1985 Louis Road.
When: Saturday, Dec. 9, at 7:30 p.m.
More information: ragazzicontinuo.org 

What: The Hot Sardines present a concert of jazz 
versions of holiday favorites. 
Where: Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen St., Stanford.
When: Saturday, Dec. 9, at 7:30 p.m.
More information: live.stanford.edu 

What: Male a cappella choir Chanticleer returns to 

Stanford University for its annual holiday concert.
Where: Memorial Auditorium, Stanford.
When: Wednesday, Dec. 13, at 7:30 p.m.
More information: live.stanford.edu

 

What: The Grammy Award-winning Klezmatics fuse 
Klezmer sounds with melodies by Woody Guthrie in 
this holiday concert.
Where: Memorial Auditorium, Stanford.
When: Thursday, Dec. 14, at 7:30 p.m.
More information: live.stanford.edu

What:The Choral Project performs its annual holiday 
concert, “Winter’s Gifts: Family,” with the San Jose 
Chamber Orchestra.
Where: First Presbyterian Church, 1140 Cowper St., 
Palo Alto.
When: Saturday, Dec. 16, 8 p.m.
Cost: General admission: $35; senior admission: 
$25; student/alumni: $10. 
More information: choralproject.org/categories/
winters-gifts

 

What: The Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra will perform 
its annual holiday show with special guests piano 
duo Greg Anderson and Elizabeth Joy Roe, plus 
dancers from Pacific Ballet Academy.
Where: Smithwick Theater, Foothill College,  
12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 16, at 3 p.m.
More information: pacomusic.org 

What: The Gryphon Carolers, a 30-voice ensemble, 
will perform its 36th-annual holiday concert.
Where: Canada College Theater,  
4200 Farm Hill Blvd., Woodside.
When: Sunday Dec. 17, at 6:30 p.m.
More information: gryphoncarollers.com

 
holiday concerts
What: Schola Cantorum Silicon Valley will present 
two holiday concerts with sing-along opportunities: 
“Warmest Christmas Traditions” (a selection of 
favorite carols) and “51st Annual Messiah Sing.”
Where: Mountain View Center for the Performing 
Arts, 500 Castro St. 

When: Sunday Dec. 17, at 3 p.m. (“Warmest 
Christmas Traditions”) and Monday, Dec. 18, at 7:30 
p.m. (“Messiah Sing”). 
More information: scholacantorum.org/home 

What: Kitka, the women’s Eastern European music 
vocal ensemble, will perform its annual concert 
of winter songs, featuring selections from its new 
seasonal album “Evening Star.”
Where: St. Bede’s, 2650 Sand Hill Road,  
Menlo Park; Filoli, 6 Canada Road, Woodside.
When: Sunday, Dec. 10, at 4 p.m. (Menlo Park) and 
Wednesday, Dec. 21, at 5 p.m. (Woodside).
More information: Kitka.org 

Dance

What: The professional company Menlowe Ballet 
and students from its ballet school, Menlo Park 
Academy of Dance, are performing their third 
annual “It’s a Wonderful Nutcracker,” which blends 
Tchaikovsky’s ballet with Frank Capra’s “It’s a 
Wonderful Life.” New this year: some nods to today’s 
political climate, plus a shorter, “sensory-friendly” 
version on Sunday, Dec. 10, especially appropriate 
for children and adults with developmental 
disabilities.
Where: Menlo-Atherton Performing Arts Center,  
555 Middlefield Road, Atherton.
When: Dec. 8-10 and 15-17. 
More information: menloweballet.org

What: The 2017 edition of Smuin’s “The Christmas 
Ballet” features several new works choreographed by 
company dancers.
Where: Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts, 
500 Castro St.
When: Dec. 6-10. 
More information: smuinballet.org

What: Dancers Repertory Theatre is once again 
staging “’Twas the Night Before Christmas,” a 
colorful spectacle featuring a cast of 90 adults and 
children acting out Clement C. Moore’s poem of the 
same name. 
Where: Woodside High School Performing Arts 
Center, 199 Churchill Ave., Woodside.
When: Sunday, Dec. 9 and 10. 
More information: twasthenight.org 

What: More local dance groups offering versions of 
the holiday ballet include (names of the companies 
are in parenthesis):

 americanballet.com/home/perform/ (Ballet 
America)

 haoexpression.com/ballet.html (HaoExpression)
 ramonmorenoballet.com (Ramon Moreno School 

of Ballet)
 westernballet.org (Western Ballet)
.peninsulaballet.org (Peninsula Ballet Theatre with 

The Tribe and Poise’n)

Miscellaneous 
Festivities

What: Santa Claus will be at Stanford Shopping 
Center daily through Christmas Eve to take photos 
with children. 
Where: Center Pavilion, 660 Stanford Shopping 
Center, Palo Alto. 
When: Through Sunday, Dec. 24.
More information: bit.ly/SantaPhotosStanford 

What: Executive Pastry Chef Eric Keppler teaches 
parents and their children how to decorate a 
gingerbread house like a pro during “Quattro’s 
Perfect House.” 
Where: Quattro at the Four Seasons,  
2050 University Ave., East Palo Alto.
When: Sunday, Dec. 10, at 10:30 a.m.
More information:  quattrorestaurant.com/
quattros-perfect-house |  650-470-2889

What: Free tropical art-making and performances for 
participants ages 5 to adult.
Where: Palo Alto Art Center, 1213 Newell Road,  
Palo Alto.
When: Sunday, Dec. 10, 2-4:30 p.m.
More information: bit.ly/HolidayFamilyDayPaloAlto 

What: Christmas Tree Lane has been a Palo Alto 
yuletide tradition since 1940, when homeowners 
spontaneously decided to decorate two blocks from 
Embarcadero Road to Seale Avenue with Christmas 
trees and lights for the community to enjoy. 

Comfort
and joy

Holiday happenings
on the Midpeninsula

By Karla Kane, Linda Taaffe and Kate Daly

’T
is the season to be jolly, as 
the old song says. But per-
haps you’re in a more con-

templative mood? Whether you’re 
feeling merry and bright, quiet and 
reverent or more “Bah! Humbug!” 
than “deck the halls,” there’s some-
thing for everyone happening on the 
Midpeninsula this holiday season. 

Looking for a traditional con-
cert of classic carols? Check out a 

cappella group Chanticleer’s annual 
performance at Stanford Univer-
sity’s Memorial Auditorium. The 
winter season itself will be honored 
by the beautiful voices of Kitka, an 
all-female vocal group singing songs 
of Eastern Europe, while Hanuk-
kah (and Woody Guthrie) will be 
celebrated by the Grammy-winning 
Klezmatics. 

There’s no shortage of local 

“Nutcrackers” for dance fans: Try 
Menlowe Ballet’s for a unique blend 
of the beloved ballet with the tear-
jerking film “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
(with a few new, politically aware 
twists this year). 

If it’s some snarky laughs you’re 
after, try TheatreWorks Silicon 
Valley’s “The Santaland Diaries” or 
the Pear Theatre’s “Millionth Pro-
duction of a Christmas Carol.” Of 

course, plenty of festivities for kids 
and families are on the calendar, 
too.

Featured here are but a few of the 
many holiday-themed events hap-
pening locally in the coming month. 
So grab your scarf and cup of hot 
cocoa and start making your plans.

Go to AlmanacNews.com/calen-
dar for information on more local 
events. A

Continued on next page

Courtesy of Stanford Live

The Grammy-winning Klezmatics fuse Klezmer sounds with melodies by Woody Guthrie.
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Local ballet companies offer their own holiday traditions

Where: Fulton Street (off Embarcadero Road)  
Palo Alto.
When: Lights are displayed 5-11 p.m. nightly for 
two weeks during the holiday season, starting 
approximately the week before Christmas. 
More information: christmastreelane.org

Hanukkah celebration
What: Hanukkah celebration with free musical 
performances, arts and crafts for children, face 
painting, dreidel games, candle lighting and a special 
Hanukkah puppet show and sing-along. 
Where: The Plaza (near Neiman Marcus),  
Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto.
When: Thursday, Dec. 14, 5:30-8 p.m.
More information: paloaltojcc.org/Events/
hanukkah-celebration-at-stanford-shopping-center-4 

What: The Fratello Marionettes perform “The North 
Pole Review.” The 30-minute holiday variety show 
will feature high-kicking antics of the Russian Trepak 
Dancers, the graceful ice skater Crystal Chandelier 
and the dazzling acrobatic penguins. There also will 

be arts and crafts, refreshments and goody bags for 
children. 
Where: Gamble Garden Carriage House,  
1431 Waverley St., Palo Alto. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 17, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
More information: Tickets available at 
gamblegarden.org or 650-329-1356.

Theater

What: Madeline and her friends embark on a 
Christmas adventure in this musical adapted from 
Ludwig Bemelmans’ book. 
Where: Main stage, Palo Alto Children’s 
Theatre,1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.
When: Nov. 30 - Dec. 17. 
More information: bit.ly/MadelineTickets

 

What: The Pear presents James Kopp’s satirical 
story of a small Northern California theater company 
struggling to pay the bills and begrudgingly putting 
on a production of the Dickens Christmas classic.

Where: Pear Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St.,  
Mountain View
When: Nov. 30 - Dec. 17. 
More information: thepear.org 

What: Kirsten Vangsness leads a cast of actors, 
including Tate Donovan and Christina Pickles, telling 
holiday tales by notable writers.
Where: Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen St., Stanford
When: Sunday, Dec. 10, at 2:30 p.m. 
More information: live.stanford.edu 

What: TheatreWorks Silicon Valley presents the 
staged version of David Sedaris’ humorous essay 
“The Santaland Diaries,” about his short tenure as a 
Macy’s elf. 
Where: Lohman Theatre, Foothill College,  
12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills.
When: Dec. 5-23.
More information: theatreworks.org

What: Dorktale Storytime will present a comedic, 

fast-paced take on Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”  
for families.
Where: Dragon Theatre, 2120 Broadway St., 
Redwood City.
When: Dec. 15 and 17. 
More information: dragonproductions.net

What: Los Altos Stage Company presents the 
musical story of a radio station preparing its holiday 
broadcast for overseas soldiers in 1942. 
Where: 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos.
When: Nov. 30-Dec. 23. 
More information: losaltosstage.org

What: Theatrical burlesque company Curtains 
Cabaret presents a saucy variety show celebrating 
“the winter holidays that Christmas forgot.”
Where: Dragon Theatre, 2120 Broadway St., 
Redwood City.
When: Sunday, Dec. 24, at 7:30 p.m.
More information: oyhumbug2017.
brownpapertickets.com 

Photo by Eric Raeber 

Menlowe Ballet combines “The Nutcracker” with “It’s a Wonderful Life” in its holiday performance, “It’s a Wonderful Nutcracker.” Cover photo also by Eric Raeber.

Continued from previous page 

By Kate Daly
Special to the Almanac

O
nce again this holiday season, 
two local companies are taking 
a break from presenting the 

traditional ballet, “The Nutcracker,” and 
offering up their own versions of festive 
family fare.

For the 13th year in a row, Dancers 
Repertory Theatre is staging “’Twas 
the Night Before Christmas,” a colorful 
spectacle with a cast of 90 adults and 
children acting out Clement C. Moore’s 
poem of the same name. 

Artistic director and choreographer 

Coleen Duncan says they have been 
rehearsing since September and have 
added more bling to their costumes this 
season.

Tickets cost $22 and are on sale now 
for shows on Saturday, Dec. 9, at 3 p.m.; 
and Sunday, Dec. 10, at 1 and 4 p.m., 
at Woodside High School Performing 
Arts Center, 199 Churchill Ave. near 
Woodside.

Go to twasthenight.org to reserve a 
seat. 

The professional company Menlowe 
Ballet and students from its associated 
ballet school, the Menlo Park Academy 

of Dance, are performing “It’s a Won-
derful Nutcracker” for the third year in 
a row.

The two-hour program blends two 
stories — Tchaikovsky’s ballet and 
Frank Capra’s film from the 1940s, “It’s 
a Wonderful Life.” The message: the 
importance of sharing time with family 
and friends.

Performances are at the Performing 
Arts Center on the Menlo-Atherton 
High School campus at 555 Middlefield 
Road in Atherton.

Show times are Friday, Dec. 8, at 7 
p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 9, at 2 and 7 p.m.; 
Sunday, Dec. 10, at 2 p.m.; Friday, Dec. 
15, at 7 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 16, at 2 and 

7 p.m.; and Sunday, Dec. 17, at 2 p.m. 
Go to menloweballet.org to buy tickets 

ranging from $28 to $55.
New this year, the dancers are put-

ting on a shorter, 45-minute “sensory-
friendly” version called “It’s a Suite 
Nutcracker” on Sunday, Dec. 10, at 11 
a.m. “for children and adults with devel-
opmental disabilities,” says Menlowe 
Ballet’s executive director, Lisa Shiveley.

The music, sounds and lights will be 
softened, “and audience members are 
welcome to verbally express their delight 
and exit/re-enter the theater as needed,” 
she explains.

Tickets for that special matinee are 
$20. A
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I
n this final month of 2017, the festivities of the 
holiday season have already begun. Whether we 
immerse ourselves in a swirl of traditional celebra-

tions or wind up the year in a more low-key manner, we 
should remember that for many less-
fortunate members of our communi-
ties, the holidays are a difficult time. 
They struggle to pay the heating bill, 
to keep food on the family table, and 
to put toys for their kids under the tree.
 For 24 years, Almanac readers have risen to the chal-
lenge of helping neighbors in need during the holiday 
season. The Almanac’s Holiday Fund this season will 
support 10 nonprofits that help the poor, the hungry, 
those in need of medical care, kids from disadvantaged 
families or in need of mental health services, and many 
others who need a helping hand to get through dif-
ficulties in their lives. Last year, Almanac readers and 
Holiday Fund supporting foundations raised $174,000 
for those nonprofits.
 Donations are handled by the Silicon Valley Com-
munity Foundation, which doesn’t charge for admin-
istering the program. Matching funds will be provided 
by the Rotary Club of Menlo Park Foundation, the 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, and the David 
and Lucile Packard Foundation. 
 Please consider making a contribution to the Holiday 
Fund this year by using the coupon elsewhere in this 
newspaper, or online at almanacnews.com/holiday_fund. 

 Below are this year’s beneficiaries:

Boys & Girls Clubs
 With locations in Menlo Park, East Palo Alto and the 
North Fair Oaks neighborhood in Redwood City, this 
organization provides academic and after-school support, 

enrichment, mentoring and activities 
for 1,800 low-income K-12 kids. 

Ecumenical Hunger Program
This program provides emergency food, 
clothing and household essentials, and 

sometimes financial assistance, to families, regardless of reli-
gious background. At Thanksgiving and Christmas time, the 
program provides baskets to more than 2,000 households.

LifeMoves
 With 18 sites on the Peninsula and throughout Sili-
con Valley, this program serves thousands of homeless 
people. It offers counseling, assistance in securing hous-
ing, children’s programs and training so that its clients 
can achieve self-sufficiency.

Project Read-Menlo Park
 Project Read offers free literacy services to adults in 
the Menlo Park area. It trains volunteers to work one-
on-one with students wishing to improve their basic 
reading, writing and English language skills. 

Ravenswood Family Health Center
The center provides primary medical and preventive 
health care at a clinic in East Palo Alto. Most of the 
center’s registered patients, who number more than 
17,000, are low-income and uninsured, and live in the 
Belle Haven, East Palo Alto, and North Fair Oaks areas.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
 St. Anthony’s serves hundreds of hot meals six days 
a week to people in need. It also offers take-home bags 
of food, and emergency food and clothing assistance. 
St. Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy 
between San Francisco and San Jose.

StarVista
StarVista serves more than 32,000 people in San Mateo 
County with counseling, prevention, early intervention, 
education and residential programs. It also provides 
crisis intervention and suicide prevention services, and 
an alcohol and drug helpline.

Second Harvest Food Bank
Second Harvest distributed 52 million pounds of food 
last year. More than 250,000 people each month are 
beneficiaries of the program, which distributes the food 
through more than 770 agencies and distribution sites 
in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

Upward Scholars
This program, provides financial support, tutoring, and 
other assistance to low-income adults, allowing them 
to continue their education, improve their workplace 
prospects, and serve as role models and advocates for 
their kids.

Fair Oaks Community Center
 The center is part of the network of community ser-
vice agencies of San Mateo County. It offers services — 
including senior programs, housing and employment 
assistance, and crisis intervention — to residents of the 
broader Redwood City/Fair Oaks community.

Holiday Fund: The season of giving is here

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUESIDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES
Viewpoint

By Pamela Jones and Jen Wolosin

S
eason’s greetings, Menlo 
Park! It’s that time of the 
year when many of us are 

busy preparing to disconnect 
from work so that we can spend 
well-earned quality time with 
our families. The Menlo Park 
Residents for Good Governance 
would like to invite you to also make time 
for your larger family, your community, 
during this holiday season.

Due to an alleged California Voting 
Rights Act violation, the city of Menlo 
Park has been threatened with a lawsuit. 
To avoid litigation, Menlo Park must 
transition from “at large” elections (any 
citizen can vote for any candidate) to 
“by district” elections (citizens can vote 
only for a candidate who lives in their 
district); the transition must be in place 
for the November 2018 election. Menlo 
Park has a very tight time frame in which 
to complete the voting process transition. 
According to the city attorney, district 
maps must be adopted by the end of 
March 2018.

The drawing of district lines is compli-
cated. To accommodate the fast mov-
ing timeline of this transition, the City 
Council could expedite things and draw 
the district lines itself. However, while we 
have faith in the integrity of our current 

council members, even the perception of 
potential gerrymandering endangers the 
public’s trust in the entire process. To 
avoid this, a citizens’ oversight commit-
tee must be established.

The ideal oversight body would be an 
independent districting commission, 
composed of members selected specifi-
cally to ensure the removal of political 
bias, and with binding authority. The 
City Council has rejected such a com-
mission due to time constraints. In its 
place, the council decided to pursue the 
formation of an advisory districting 
commission. Understanding the need to 
remove political bias from the process, 
the council appropriately directed staff to 
adopt commission-appointment criteria 
modeled after that of a true indepen-
dent commission. Details are still being 
ironed out, but the general requirements 
for committee membership are that 
those eligible to serve must not have 
engaged in specified political activities 

for a determined amount 
of time and agree to not 
engage in those activities 
for a determined amount 
of time in the future.

For those who heed 
the call to serve on the 
commission to feel their 
efforts will be respected 
and honored, we believe 

that the council must give the advisory 
commission the power to select the final 
maps. We therefore propose that once the 
drawing of the district lines is completed, 
the advisory commission submit a recom-
mended map to the council. The council 
then has the option of approving the draft 
map, in which case it goes into effect, or 
rejecting the map and returning it to the 
commission for further consideration. The 
commission would have the power to then 
adopt its original map, unchanged, or cre-
ate an amended map that is responsive to 
the council’s objections.

This city commission cannot exist 
merely to rubber stamp pre-ordained 
decisions. As noted by members of exist-
ing commissions, too many times it’s 
been the case that commissioners have 
been provided incorrect information 
and/or limited to no real decision-mak-
ing power. To be able to recruit the best 
people to serve, and to ensure the com-
munity’s confidence in this process, the 

advisory districting commission must 
have final say.

We urge you to apply for and serve 
on this commission. To avoid the same 
polarization that created the need for 
this shift in the first place, a diverse 
commission, made up of citizens from 
all sides of Menlo Park, must be formed. 
If not enough qualified applicants come 
forward to serve (the commission will 
have a total of nine members), the City 
Council will have no choice but to draw 
its own lines. We know that Menlo Park 
has far too many well-versed and active 
citizens to be comfortable with that.

The current national political scene is 
quite daunting for many. Regardless of your 
political leanings, we are convinced that 
changes in government must begin at the 
local level and demand civic engagement 
and participation. 

The City Council will meet on Tuesday, 
Dec. 12, to finalize the application criteria. 
Residents will have about one month to 
apply to serve on the advisory districting 
commission. Therefore, please plan to take 
a break from your festivities this holiday 
season to apply for this important commis-
sion. Menlo Park needs you!

(The authors are expressing the views of 
Menlo Park Residents for Good Governance, 
a newly formed group of civic-minded resi-
dents from all areas of the city. To join the 
group, go to tinyurl.com/MPGoodGov17.)

Menlo Park’s voter districting effort needs you

GUEST OPINION

Pamela Jones is a former Ravenswood City School District board 

member, and a current Menlo Park Historical Association 

board member. Jen Wolosin is founder and chair of 

Parents for Safe Routes, and a member of the city’s 

Transportation Master Plan Oversight and Outreach 

Committee.

EDITORIAL
The opinion of The Almanac
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Post Modern Masterpiece
1250 Cañada Road, Woodside

Offered at $13,500,000  ·  4 Beds  ·  5.5 Baths
Home ±6,886 sf  ·  Guest House ±1,364 sf  ·  Lot ±4.93 acres

1250canada.com

DOWNTOWN PALO ALTO  728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto  ·  GoldenGateSIR.com  ·  Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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Colleen Foraker

650.380.0085
colleen@colleenforaker.com
colleenforaker.com
CalBRE 01349099

Downtown Menlo Park
640 Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park

650.847.1141

GoldenGateSIR.com
Each Office is Independently Owned 

and Operated.

Mid-Century Modern Jewel in a Zen Setting with Views
175 Fawn Lane, Portola Valley

Price Reduced to $4,295,000 | 5 Beds | 4.5 Baths | Home ±4,825 sf | Lot ±1.31 acres

Presenting a sterling example of the post-modern architecture 
that flourished in the mid-century, this home provides chic 
updated style in the premier Westridge area. A stunning 
waterscape with a sense of floating walkways transitioning 
to a dark-bottom pool creates a Zen-like introduction to the 
home. Modern design unfolds inside with an all-white palette 
complemented by unique marble and granite selections, 
paneled ceilings and walls, and rich brass accents. Floor-to-
ceiling glass and lofty beamed ceilings play with proportion to 

create an expansive ambiance. Privacy and views are married in 
perfect harmony with the grand living room peering out to the 
San Francisco Bay and city lights and bedroom walls of glass 
shrouded in peaceful oaks, pines and bamboo surrounding 
the 1.3-acre setting. A study in harmonious dichotomies 
balancing design with nature, and indoors with the outdoors 
this 5-bedroom, 4.5-bath residence is a rare sanctuary of 
sophistication at a premier Silicon Valley locale.

ddeernn JJJeeeeewwwwwwweeeeellll iiiiiinnnnn aaaa ZZZZZeeeennn SSSSSS

175FawnLane.com
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Once Again, A Huge Thanks To All Our Clients For Another Great Year!! 

HONORED TO HAVE REPRESENTED THESE CLIENTS IN 2017

5.5-Acre Woodside Estate

SOLD – Represented Seller
280 Family Farm Road, Woodside

FOR SALE - Offered at $7,995,000
340 Jane Drive, Woodside 

FOR SALE - Offered at $5,350,000

Newly Constructed Woodside Home

SOLD - Represented Seller
3.3-Acre Woodside Parcel 

SOLD - Represented Buyer
4.7-Acre Woodside Estate 

SOLD - Represented Seller

4.2-Acre Portola Valley Parcel

SOLD - Represented Seller
2.0-Acre Portola Valley Estate 

SOLD - Represented Buyer
1.0-Acre Portola Valley Home 

SOLD - Represented Buyer

1.0-Acre Portola Valley Home 

SOLD - Represented Seller
Newly Upgraded Portola Valley Home 

SOLD - Represented Seller
Menlo Park Cul-de-Sac Home

SOLD - Represented Seller

HELEN & BRAD MILLER
#1 Team in Woodside, 2013-2017

HELEN MILLER 650.400.3426 | helenhuntermiller@gmail.com | License# 01142061

BRAD MILLER 650.400.1317 | bradm@apr.com | License# 00917768

www.HelenAndBradHomes.com
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Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!

INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-199

  FOR SALE 
200-299

  KIDS STUFF 
330-399

  MIND & BODY 
400-499
JOBS 
500-599 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
800-899
PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 
995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV  
Bundle & Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS 
Genie HD-DVR. $50/month for 2 Years 
(with AT&T Wireless.) Call for Other Great 
Offers! 1-866-249-0619 (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
144 million U.S. Adults read a 
Newspaper print copy each week? 
Discover the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising. For a free brochure call  
916-288-6011 or email  
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

DISH Network  
190+ Channels. FREE Install. FREE 
Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/month  
(24 mos).Add High Speed Internet - 
$14.95 (where avail.) CALL Today & SAVE 
25%! 1-844-536-5233. (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release - the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011  
or http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

KC BUYS HOUSES  
FAST - CASH - Any Condition. Family 
owned & Operated . Same day offer! 
(951) 805-8661 www.kcbuyshouses.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
877-362-2401

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY AFTER SALE

HEARING LOSS? HLAA

Holiday Book Sale

HUGE BOOK SALE DEC 9 & 10

Immanuel Lutheran Craft Fair

SAN ANTONIO HOBBY SHOP

Soulforce Young Adults Retreat

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Massage for pain, senior care

133 Music Lessons
Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV. 
Most instruments, voice. All ages 
and levels 650-961-2192 www.
HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR  
TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care of. Call 1-800-731-5042 
(Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-743-1482 
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY

PlantTrees $0.10/ea ChangeLives!

Processing Donations

Processing Donations

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Jeep 2003 Liberty  
2003 Jeep Liberty Sport In a great 
shape, 150k miles, four wheel drive, 
automatic, V6 Cylinder. $1500.  
Call: 669-228-5756

Toyota 2000 Tundra  
2000 Toyota Tundra Sr5 In a great shape, 
150k miles, 4x4, automatic, V8 Cyl. 
$1500. Call or text: 209-265-1393

202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED! Old Porsche  
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any condition,  
top $ paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE  
1-707- 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Mountain View High School Wear

Vintage Mountain View Mugs

240 Furnishings/
Household items

German Kitchen for 80% off  
European Kitchen Design 650-843-0754

Sofa - $15.

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS  
from only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

New 2017-18 Free Events Calendar - 
$00.

Mind
& Body

405 Beauty Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE  
and Inches in weeks! All natural.  
Odor free. Works for men or women. 
Free month supply on select packages. 
Order now! 1-844-703-9774. (Cal-SCAN)

425 Health Services
Got Knee Pain?  
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-
relieving brace -little or NO cost to you. 
Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline 
Now! 1-877-857-5229 (Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN  
Anytime. Anywhere! No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The All-New Inogen One 
G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 1-844-359-3976.  
(Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub!   
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. Call  
1-800-799-4811 for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

Stop OVERPAYING  
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and International 
pharmacy, compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-855-397-6808 Promo Code 
CDC201725. (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
DATA ANALYST  
Data Analyst/Scientist: CK-12 
Foundation, Inc. has an opening in 
Palo Alto, CA. BI Data Analyst/Scientist: 
extract & analyze + devise methods. 
Submit resume (principals only) to:  
devjobs@ck12.org & include recruitment 
source + job title in subject line. EOE

Full-Stack Engineers  
Seeking full-stack engineers w/ MS in 
COMPSCI to design front-end, mock 
up, review with users, design architec-
ture for web delivery using JavaScript 
AngularJS. Back end infrastructure, serv-
er-side code, middleware using Python, 
QA and deployment to production 
environments. We will consider any suit-
able combination of education, training, 
and/or exp. Send resume to SmartOrg 
Inc. 855 Oak Grove Ave, Suite 202 Menlo 
Park, CA 94025

TECHNOLOGY  
HP Inc. is accepting resumes for the 
position of Software Designer in Palo 
Alto, CA (Ref. #HPIPAAAHC1). Analyzes, 
designs, programs, debugs, and modi-
fies software enhancements and/or new 
products used in local, networked, or 
Internet-related computer programs, 
primarily for end users. Mail resume to 
HP Inc., c/o Andrew Bergoine, 11403 
Compaq Center Drive W, MS M31290, 
Houston, TX 77070. Resume must 
include Ref. #, full name, email address 
& mailing address. No phone calls. Must 
be legally authorized to work in U.S. 
without sponsorship. EOE.

Business
Services

624 Financial
Social Security Disability?  
Up to $2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in 
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call Bill 
Gordon & Associates. 1-800-966-1904. 
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL., member TX/NM 
Bar. (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies!  
Call Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant 
in today’s hostile business climate? 
Gain the edge with California News 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or www.
capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

715 Cleaning 
Services
Silvia’s Cleaning  
We don’t cut corners, we clean them! 
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service 
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est. 
415/860-6988 

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean Ups 
*Irrigation timer programming. 20 yrs 
exp. Ramon, 650-576-6242  
landaramon@yahoo.com

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

754 Gutter Cleaning
Roofs, Gutters, Downspouts  
cleaning. Work guar. 30 years exp. 
Insured. Veteran Owned. Jim Thomas 
Maintenance, 408-595-2759 
jimthomasmaintenance.com

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
& maintain the value of your home! Set 
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

Alex Peralta Handyman  
Kit. and bath remodel, int/ext. paint, 
tile, plumb, fence/deck repairs,  
foam roofs/repairs. Power wash.  
Alex, 650-465-1821

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount.  
45 yrs. #351738. 650-322-8325,  
phone calls ONLY.

STYLE PAINTING  
Full service interior/ext. Insured.  
Lic. 903303. 650-388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering  
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
artificial turf. 41 yrs exp. No job too 
small. Lic #663703. 650-814-5572

Real
Estate

805 Homes for Rent
Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA  
SFD,3BR/2BA great location  
408-946-0858, 408-930-2942.

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
Menlo Park 1 BR -Nr Dwnt  
1 apt. furn /1 unfurn. Near dwnt. $2000/
mo 650-322-2814

845 Out of Area
NORTHERN AZ WILDERNESS RANCH  
$215 MONTH - Quiet secluded 42 acre 
off grid ranch set amid scenic moun-
tains and valleys at clear 6,500. Borders 
hundreds of acres of BLM lands. Near 
historic pioneer town and large fishing 
lake. No urban noise & dark sky nights 
amid pure air and AZ’s best year round 
climate. Evergreen trees/meadow 
blends with sweeping views across 
uninhabited wilderness landscapes. 
Self-sufficiency quality loam garden soil, 
abundant groundwater and free well 
access. Maintained road to property. 
Camping & RV’s ok. $25,900, $2,590 
down. Free brochure with additional 
property descriptions, maps photos, 
weather chart & area info. 1st United 
Realty 800.966.6690. (CalSCAN)

PLACE AN AD
ONLINE: fogster.com
 E-MAIL: ads@fogster.com

 PHONE: 650/326-8216

YOU DON’T 
NEED IT, SELL IT 
IN THE ALMANAC 
MARKETPLACE

IF To respond to ads  
without phone numbers  
Go to www.Fogster.com

THE 
PENINSULA’S  

FREE 
CLASSIFIEDS 

WEBSITE

fogster.com

fogster.comTM
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fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
EXCELPRO HANDYMAN 
EXCELPRO ENTERPRISES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 275547  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
1.) ExcelPro Handyman, 2.) ExcelPro 
Enterprises located at 1021 S. El 
Camino Real, San Mateo, CA 94402, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
EDGAR NELMIDA 
816 Peninsula Ave. Apt. A 
Burlingame, CA 94010  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on November 
03, 2017.  
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on 11/03/2017. 
(ALM Nov. 15, 22, 29; Dec. 6, 2017)

File No. 275473 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
CVS/Pharmacy #16746, 133 Serramonte 
Ctr., Daly City, CA 94015, County of 
San Mateo 
Mailing address if different: One CVS 
Drive, Woonsocket, RI 02895 
Registered Owner(s): Garfield Beach 
CVS, L.L.C., One CVS Drive, Woonsocket, 
RI 02895, CA 
This business is conducted by: a limited 
liability company. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: 
12/15/2016. 
I declare that all information in this 
statement is true and correct. (A regis-
trant who declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be false is 
guilty of a crime.) 
Signature of Registrant: Melanie K. 
Luker 
Print name of person signing. If cor-
poration, also print corporate title of 
officer: Melanie K. Luker, Secretary 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of SAN MATEO COUNTY 
on October 30, 2017. 
Notice - In accordance with subdivi-
sion (a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious 
Name Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date on 
which it was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk. Except, as provided in 
subdivision (b) of Section 17920, where 
it expires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to Section 17913 other than 
a change in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A New Fictitious 
Business Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. 
The filing of this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in violation 
of the rights of another under Federal, 
State, or Common Law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code). 
Original 
MARK CHURCH, COUNTY CLERK 
SAN MATEO COUNTY 
BY: GLENN S. CHANGTIN 
Deputy Clerk 
CN943073 10675585 SO  
Nov 15,22,29, Dec 6, 2017

BT PROPERTIES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 275485  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
BT Properties, located at 800 W. El 
Camino Real, Ste., 180, Mountain View, 
CA 94040, Santa Clara County.  
Registered owner(s): 
BAY AREA PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
INC. 
800 W. El Camino Real, Ste. 180 
Mountain View, CA 94040 
a California Corporation  
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on September 
1, 2016. 

This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on October 30, 2017. 
(ALM Nov. 15, 22, 29; Dec. 6, 2017)

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF 
USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
File No. M-270893 
The information given below is as it 
appeared on the fictitious business 
statement that was filed at the County 
Clerk-Recorder’s Office. 
The following person(s) has/have aban-
doned the use of the fictitious business 
name(s).  
MARY ANN KANYAL 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME(S): 
1.) BT PROPERTIES - Management & 
Investment Services, 2.) BT PROPERTIES 
800 W. El Camino Real, Suite 180 
Mountain View, CA 94040 
FILED IN SAN MATEO COUNTY ON: 
September 22, 2016 
REGISTRANT’S NAME(S):  
BAY AREA PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
INC. 
800 W. El Camino Real, Suite 180 
Mountain View, CA 94040 
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY: 
Corporation. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of San Mateo 
County on October 30, 2017. 
(ALM Nov. 15, 22, 29; Dec. 6, 2017)

ROBINSON & COMPANY, REALTORS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 275564  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Robinson & Company, Realtors, located 
at 3603 Alameda De Las Pulgas, Menlo 
Park, CA , San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ROBINSON FINANCIAL CORP. 
3603 Alameda De Las Pulgas 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
California  
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 7/1/1980. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 6, 2017. 
(ALM Nov. 15, 22, 29; Dec. 6, 2017)

EVOLVE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 275625  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Evolve, located at 8 Crocus Ct., Menlo 
Park, CA 94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
YVONNE FULCHIRON SCHMIDT 
8 Crocus Ct. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
BRIAN CHARLES SCHMIDT 
8 Crocus Ct. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: Married 
Couple.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 11/13/17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 13, 2017. 
(ALM Nov. 22, 29; Dec. 6, 13, 2017)

SARA’S MASSAGE THERAPY, INC. 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 275581  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Sara’s Massage Therapy, Inc., located at 
1285 Bay Laurel Drive, Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
SARA’S MASSAGE THERAPY, INC. 
1285 Bay Laurel Drive 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
California 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 2/20/15. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 7, 2017. 
(ALM Nov. 22, 29; Dec. 6, 13, 2017)

SULTANA 
SULTANA MEDITERRANEAN 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 275633  
The following person (persons) is (are) 

doing business as: 
1.) Sultana, 2.) Sultana Mediterranean, 
located at 1149 El Camino Real, Menlo 
Park, CA 94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
MENMET KARACUBAN 
1851 Idyllwild Ave. 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 12-27-2005. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 13, 2017.  
(ALM Nov. 22, 29, Dec. 6, 13, 2017)

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
SERVICES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 275747  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Residential & Commercial Building 
Services, located at 782 Hamilton Ave., 
Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ANTONIO NORIEGA 
782 Hamilton Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 6/21/11. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 28, 2017. 
(ALM Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2017)

COFFEEBAR MENLO PARK 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 275641  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Coffeebar Menlo Park, located at 1149 
Chestnut St., Menlo Park, CA 94025, 
San Mateo County; Mailing address 
10120 Jibboom St., #101, Truckee, CA 
96161. 
Registered owner(s): 
COFFEEBAR MENLO PARK LLC 
10120 Jibboom St. #101 
Truckee, CA 96161 
This business is conducted by: A 
Limited Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 11/14/17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 14, 2017. 
(ALM Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2017)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 17CIV05160  
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
Petitioner: KAREN LYNN RUSSELL filed 
a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows: 
KAREN LYNN RUSSELL to CAREN LYNN 
RUSSELL.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person objecting 
to the name changes described above 
must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection 
at least two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is timely 
filed, the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: December 
27, 2017, 9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the 
Superior Court of California, County 
of San Mateo, located at 400 County 
Center, Redwood City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: THE 
ALMANAC 
Date: November 15, 2017 
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Nov. 29; Dec. 6, 13, 20, 2017)

CAN CAN CLEANSE 
CAN CAN NUT MILK 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No.: 275623 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
1.) CAN CAN Cleanse, 2.) CAN CAN Nut 
Milk, located at 250 S. Maple Ave., Suite 
D, South San Francisco, CA 94080, San 
Mateo County; Mailing address: 305 W. 
Broadway #114, New York, NY 10013.  
Registered owner(s): 
CAN CAN HEALTH & WELLNESS LLC 
305 W. Broadway #114 
New York, NY 10013 
CALIFORNIA 
This business is conducted by: A 
Limited Liability  Company.  

The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 11/14/2012. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 13, 2017. 
(ALM Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2017)

"All Gave 
Some. Some 
Gave All."

December 7, 1941

Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance 

Day

LEHUA GREENMAN

650.245.1845
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D
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Public Notices

We handle all your

 LEGAL
     publishing needs

Notices of Petition to Administer Estate 
 

223-6578

and Woodside.

 

No phone 
number in the ad?  

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact information
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Woodside | 4/4.5 | $8,495,000
3970 Woodside Rd 
Custom Craftsman home, w/ flawless details and awe inspiring 2 acre setting. Boasts Pinot Nior Vineyard, vast lawns & privacy of Wunderlich Park.

Erika Demma 650.851.2666
edemma@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01230766

       Californiahome.me       cbcalifornia        cb_california       cbcalifornia        coldwellbanker

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the 
Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. ©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker  
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  CalRE# #01908304

COLDWELL BANKER

This is where snow ball fights take place, the great outdoors 

are enjoyed and warm and cozy jackets are a must.  

Coldwell Banker. Where Home Begins. 

#ThisIsHome

THIS IS HOME


