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Alain Pinel Realtors®, our offices, agents, clients, families, friends, and community partners came 
together to collect more than $50k in donations in less than two weeks, an amount that was matched 

dollar-for-dollar by APR.

A check of $103,490 was presented to the Redwood Credit Union Community fund on November 21, 
with the entirety of the donation going to those affected by the devastating North Bay fires.

Thanks to all who gave, helping our neighbors in the North Bay recover from these devastating fires.

THANK YOU
FOR HELPING US REACH AND SURPASS OUR GOAL

FOR THE NORTH BAY FIRE RELIEF

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Woodside 650.529.1111
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WOODSIDE  |  1.28 ACRE

OFFERED AT $4,275,000

PORTOLA VALLEY  |  4.42 ACRES

OFFERED AT $19,750,000

WOODSIDE  |  3 ACRES

OFFERED AT $10,500,000

MENLO PARK  |  VINTAGE OAKS

OFFERED AT $4,195,000

WOODSIDE  |  1 ACRE

OFFERED AT $3,195,000

WOODSIDE  |  3 ACRES

OFFERED AT $20,000,000

PREMIER PROPERTIES represented by 

650.888.8199 
scott@scottdancer.com
www.scottdancer.com
2930 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA 94062
License# 00868362

WOODSIDE  |  5.78 ACRES

OFFERED AT $39,500,000

WOODSIDE  |  ULTRA-LUXE

OFFERED AT $7,500,000

WOODSIDE  |  12 ACRES

OFFERED AT $13,900,000

WOODSIDE  |  6.39 ACRES

OFFERED AT $6,395,000

PORTOLA VALLEY  |  VIEWS

OFFERED AT $2,995,000

WOODSIDE  |  7.6 ACRES

OFFERED AT $7,500,000

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLDSOLD

SOLD
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PORTOLA VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
PUBLIC NOTICE OF VACANCY

AND PROVISIONAL APPOINTMENT
California Education Code §5092

A vacancy on the Portola Valley School District Govern-
ing Board has occurred because of the resignation of Jeff 
Klugman effective November 30, 2017. 

2017.

The Governing Board appointed Brooke Day on Decem-

To challenge the appointment and order a special election, 
-

the date of the provisional appointment.

The petition must contain:
•  valid signatures of at least 1.5 (.015) percent of the 

number of registered voters of the district at the time 
of the last regular election for governing board mem-

greater; or
•  valid signatures of at least 5 percent of registered 

voters of the district at the time of the last regular 
election for governing board members in districts 

Governing Board of the Portola Valley School District

 December 7, 2017

2018

M O D E R N  V O I C E S  O F   

CONSERVATION

Bill Bryson
Jan. 30, 2018 

Gina McCarthy
Feb. 13, 2018 

Winona LaDuke
Mar. 20, 2018

TO LEARN MORE VISIT

OPENSPACETRUST.ORG/LECTURES

Join us to learn how the natural world has inspired the 

work of these amazing thinkers and doers. 

NOBLE & LORRAINE 

HANCOCK
OUR SPONSORS

Assistant Editor
Embarcadero Media is looking for a talented writer/editor to serve 
as assistant editor for the print and digital versions of the Mountain 
View Voice and The Almanac in Menlo Park.

Our ideal candidate will bring experience as a journalist and with 
social media, as this position will work with the editors of each 
publication to guide and edit the work of reporters and post news 
to our websites and other digital platforms, including Facebook  
and Twitter.

You will be joining an innovative media company that put the 
first complete U.S. newspaper online more than 20 years ago and 
regularly wins awards for its news and opinion, and continues to 
grow and invest in local journalism. We are a team-oriented group 
that values feedback and collaboration and holds ourselves to  
high standards.

The job is full-time with benefits in our Palo Alto office, located just 
two blocks from the California Ave. train station and co-located 
with the Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto Online.

You should have a degree in journalism, communication, digital 
media or related field and work experience with reporting and 
editing. Strong preference for applicants very familiar with the San 
Francisco Peninsula.

Apply with a cover letter to bjohnson@embarcaderomediagroup.
com along with a resume and two samples of your writing.  
Position open until filled. 

We’re looking for talented,  
highly motivated and dynamic people

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210
TheAlmanacOnline.com  |  MountainViewOnline.com

AlmanacNews.com O N L I N E

Come by and see 
us some time... 

we have the 
open door policy!

Charlie Porter Farmers® Agency 
License # 0773991

671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
cporter2@farmersagent.com

Serving the community for over 26 years!

The Almanac

Holiday Fund
Donate online:

almanacnews.com/holiday_fund

2017
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Local News
Pot sales in town worry residents

Portola Valley prepares for license-plate-reading cameras

Photo by Howard Young | Town of Portola Valley

Workers install poles that will serve as mounts for license-plate-reading cameras on Portola Road near 
Family Farm Road at the town’s border with Woodside. 

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he idea of a retail mari-
juana dispensary in a 
central commercial area 

in Portola Valley has residents 
painting grim scenarios.

Resident Peter Draeger said 
he welcomed the “intelligent 
regulation” of a now-legal sub-
stance that, when illegal, would 
sometimes cause death and 
violence. He was speaking to the 
Planning Commission at a Dec. 
6 study session on how to locally 
regulate commercial marijuana 
activities in town.

A dispensary at the corner 
of Alpine and Portola roads, 
the only spot in town zoned 
for commercial activity and 
far enough from a school so as 
not to run afoul of state law, 
would expose students passing 
by from Corte Madera School 
and Woodside Priory School 
to “highly visible glamour and 
normalcy to getting high,” Mr. 
Draeger said.

It could trigger “Peninsula 
cannabis tourism,” he said, and 
attract “seedy characters who 
may be seeking more than your 
normal high, and those who 
would serve that need, perhaps, 
out of (the dispensary’s) back 
door.”

Since Proposition 64 was 
approved in November 2016, 
the state has been working 
on regulations for commercial 

cultivation and is expected to 
publish them in January. Pen-
insula communities, including 
Woodside and Menlo Park, have 
been imposing local temporary 
moratoriums to allow time to 
consider what local regulations 
might be needed after seeing 
what the state has done.

For its part, the Portola Valley 
council in October chose to rely 
on the strength of its existing 
ordinances to sideline permit 
applications that don’t fit with 
the town’s ethos. Since that deci-
sion, the town has not received 
any permit applications for 
commercial or agricultural cul-
tivation or a retail dispensary, 
Planning Director Debbie Pedro 
said.

Olivia Cheney offered the 
commission a student’s per-
spective. “I just don’t see how (a 
dispensary) could be good,” she 
said, noting the daily presence of 
“so many” students at the small 
park located at the corner.

State law specifies that retail 
marijuana outlets be located at 
least 600 feet from schools, day-
care centers and “youth centers.”

Olivia’s mother, Monika 
Cheney, said the park draws 
enough students every day to 
be considered “essentially an 
extension of the (Corte Madera) 
campus.” A dispensary there 
would change parents’ comfort 

level in allowing children to be 
in the town unsupervised, she 
said.

“A lot of people live in Portola 
Valley because they have this 
sweet spot in their minds that 
it’s this bucolic place, and I 
think many of us want to cling 
to that for as long as possible,” 
Ms. Cheney said.

A subcommittee composed 

of planning commissioners Jon 
Goulden and Nicholas Targ, 
Public Works Director Howard 
Young, Town Attorney Cara 
Silver, and Fire Marshal Denise 
Enea of the Woodside Fire Pro-
tection District will be studying 
the municipal code and making 
recommendations to the com-
mission that address cannabis-
related activities.

Retail regulations
In their remarks, several 

residents acknowledged that 
Proposition 64 passed with a 
68 percent majority in Portola 
Valley compared to 57 percent 
statewide, but they questioned 
the council’s action.

“I think it’s unfortunate for 
this commission that the council 

has left the door open for early 
applications for what could be 
the very first retail cannabis 
operation in the area,” said Mr. 
Draeger, who lives near the area.

Resident Rob Shostak of the 
Westridge neighborhood said 
a dispensary would increase 
non-resident traffic and add to 
the workload of the planned 
automatic license-plate-reading 
cameras. He recommended that 
town government consider a 
referendum on the question of a 
dispensary in town.

On the point of drawing 
in out-of-towners, Town Man-
ager Jeremy Dennis noted that 
retail outlets must demonstrate 
that customers are primar-
ily town residents. Other check 
points the Planning Commis-
sion would apply: impacts on 
the rights of nearby property 
owners, impacts on the public 
welfare, and the importance of 
harmony with the purpose and 
intent of the town’s general plan.

Jon Silver, a former mayor 
and resident of the Brookside 
Park neighborhood, said that 
an application for a marijuana 
dispensary in Portola Valley 
“would almost be rejected out 
of hand.” But if a moratorium 
“calms people, maybe the Town 
Council ought to reconsider that 
issue,” he said.

John Zussman of Portola Val-
ley Ranch suggested the com-
mission be mindful of online 
ordering and micro-businesses 

— a one-stop shop, licensed by 
the state, in which the resident 
grows the cannabis, assembles 
cannabis products and sells 
them. In crafting local regula-
tions, “Don’t throw the baby out 
with the bathwater,” he said.

Commission take aways
Commissioner Jon Goulden 

said his concerns included envi-
ronmental — streams have gone 
dry from cannabis irrigation 
demands, he said — the size 
of the exclusion zones around 
schools, daycare and youth cen-
ters, and the relevance of alcohol 
and tobacco regulations.

Commissioner Alexandra von 
Feldt added regulation of vine-
yards to that list, and wondered 
whether the corner was not, in 
some capacity, a youth center.

Commissioner Nicholas Targ 
said he was intrigued by the 
concept of micro-businesses 
and stressed that the town 
learn from other communities. 
“Portola Valley shouldn’t be 
reinventing the wheel,” he said.

Councilwoman Maryann Der-
win attended the study session. 
Asked to comment, she replied 
via email. “I’m confident that the 
Planning Commission has the 
expertise and deep understand-
ing of our rigorous land-use laws 
to craft regulations that will 
mitigate any unintended conse-
quences of the new law while 
respecting the will of the Portola 
Valley voters.” A

Residents fear town 
policy could lead to a 
marijuana dispensary 

setting up shop.

 PORTOLA VALLEY

 The cameras will create a record of every 
vehicle that passes through town.

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he poles are now in the 
ground in Portola Val-
ley and waiting for their 

intended purpose: as mounts 
for license-plate-reading cam-
eras that will create a daily visual 
record of every vehicle that passes 
through town.

Crews installed two wooden 
poles on Dec. 6, one at the 
intersection of Arastradero and 
Alpine roads and the other on 
Portola Road near Family Farm 
Road at the town’s border with 
Woodside.

Portola Valley has a third 
entrance at the border with 
Ladera, but San Mateo County 

has plans to install a camera in 
that unincorporated community, 
Town Manager Jeremy Dennis 
said. Any Alpine Road traffic into 
or out of Portola Valley that does 
not use Arastradero Road must 
pass through Ladera.

The next step, expected within 
weeks, is an inspection by Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company of 
the electrical infrastructure for 
the cameras at the two poles, 
Mr. Dennis said. Once the cam-
eras have been installed, there 
will also be a two-week testing 
period, he added.

The cameras should be up and 
running in January, he said.

See CAMERAS, page 6
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HCO #414700023

We CARE!
• We are owned and managed by nurses who  

have been caregivers too.

• We take the time to fully understand our 
clients’ needs and make sure that their needs 
always come first.

• We take good care of our caregivers. We 
teach, support, and encourage  
enjoy their role and do it well.

(650) 328-1001  •  www.careindeed.com
890 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025

Records disclosure
The Town Council approved 

the cameras in March 2017 in 
the wake of two home-invasion 
robberies in town in 2016, both 
involving armed men.

Before approving the cam-
eras, council members met 
with community members 
several times to discuss the 
cameras’ value in preventing 
crime and the potential impact 
on personal privacy through 
the recording of the comings 
and goings of everyone in the 
community.

Mayor Craig Hughes, then in 
his role as councilman, repeat-
edly raised the question with 
law enforcement officials on 
whether the camera records 
could become public records, 
opening the door to their use 
as a means to track a resident’s 
movements.

In August, the California 
Supreme Court ruled unani-
mously that the Los Angeles 
Police Department and the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff ’s 
Department could not withhold 
redacted camera records from 
the public by claiming an “inves-
tigative records” exemption to 
the state’s Public Records Act. A

CAMERAS
continued from page 5

Menlo Park settles lawsuit 
over development impacts
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter nearly a year of 
closed-session council 
talks and negotiations, 

the cities of East Palo Alto and 
Menlo Park have agreed to the 
terms of a lawsuit settlement. 

The city of East Palo Alto filed 
a lawsuit against the city of Menlo 
Park on Dec. 28, 2016, follow-
ing Menlo Park’s approval of its 
general plan update, which cre-
ates the zoning to allow up to 2.3 
million new square feet of non-
residential space, 4,500 units of 
new housing and up to 400 hotel 
rooms, all east of U.S. 101. 

East Palo Alto alleged that 
Menlo Park violated the Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) because the city 
underestimated the amount of 
new employment and traffic 
that would result from those 
changes to its general plan. 

The terms, which the Menlo 
Park City Council approved 
without public discussion on 
Dec. 5, lay out protocols that 
both cities will follow relating to 
big development projects. 

Menlo Park City Attorney Bill 
McClure said the settlement 
agreement “more specifically 
memorializes in writing what 
is generally the practice already, 
and provides East Palo Alto 
some assurances — and vice 
versa — that we will each, kind 
of, follow these best practices.” 

The settlement says that a full 
environmental impact report 
will have to be done for any 
development in Menlo Park’s 
rezoned “M-2” area that meets 
or exceeds certain thresholds. 
It would apply to any proposed 
development that seeks “bonus” 
level density allowances, adds 
more than 250,000 net new 
square feet, or includes a master 
plan (such as Facebook’s pro-
posed “Willow Campus”). 

Mr. McClure said he thinks 

the settlement terms could apply 
to five or six future develop-
ments in the M-2 area. 

Developers must do such envi-
ronmental analyses on any proj-
ect that is likely to “have a sig-
nificant environmental impact,” 
according to the California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act. In some 
cases, the process can be stream-
lined if the potential impacts 
have already been studied and 
accepted by a city, as Menlo Park 
did in its updated general plan. 

Both cities have agreed that 
developers will conduct separate 
housing-needs assessments to 
look specifically at residential 
displacement and the “multi-
plier effect.”

The concept behind the “mul-
tiplier effect” is that additional 
low-income housing demand 
is created by the service needs 
of residents at new housing 
developments. 

For example, when new apart-
ments are built, the tenants add 
to the demand for services such 
as restaurants and schools, which 
creates demand for new workers, 
who need affordable housing.

While the cities will conduct 
housing-needs assessments to 
quantify this impact, the Califor-
nia Environmental Quality Act 
does not require this impact to 
be addressed. But a city council 
could potentially withhold dis-
cretionary approval of a devel-
opment if the developer doesn’t 
address the housing demand 
created, Mr. McClure said.

The city would also have to 
pay “fair share” mitigation traf-
fic impact fees on any intersec-
tion in East Palo Alto adversely 
affected by Menlo Park develop-
ment, and East Palo Alto would 
do the same for Menlo Park.

Under the agreement, East Palo 
Alto could request quarterly mon-
itoring reports from develop-
ments that impose a lid on the 
number of vehicle trips allowed. A
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

W
here to put a new main 
library and whether it 
should include housing 

were two questions discussed but 
not resolved at a public meeting 
held Monday, Dec. 4, at the Menlo 
Park Library. 
 Straw polls during the meeting 
were split, and the majority of the 
roughly 25 attendees said they felt 
they needed more information 
before making a decision.
 The city of Menlo Park is expe-
diting the process to build a new 
main library after receiving an 
offer by developer and philan-
thropist John Arrillaga to cover 
the construction costs of a new 
library after the first $20 million. 
 A “space needs” study com-
pleted earlier this year found that 
the community was interested in 
more public meeting spaces, study 
rooms, a dedicated area for teens 
and a larger children’s area than 
the current library offers, accord-
ing to  Christopher Noll, an archi-
tect at Berkeley-based consulting 
firm Noll & Tam, which oversees 
a number of regional library con-
struction projects.
 There have been two options 
proposed for where to put the 
new main library at the Civic 
Center. One is the current site 
at Alma Street and Ravenswood 
Avenue. The other is closer to 
Laurel Street, and could overtake 
the footprint of where the council 
chambers and Children’s Devel-
opment Center are now. 
 If that site were selected, the 
new structure might include a 
large public meeting room that 
could double as the new council 
chambers. The Children’s Devel-
opment Center would likely have 
to find somewhere else to operate, 
according to Library Director 
Susan Holmer. 
 One advantage to the Laurel 
Street location is that the city 
would not have to set up a tempo-
rary facility during construction, 
which could cost roughly between 
$1 and $2 million, according to 
Mr. Noll. 
 A major unknown factor is 
how a grade separation at the 
Caltrain/Ravenswood crossing 
would affect such a project. If 
Ravenswood Avenue were to run 
beneath the Caltrain tracks, then 
vehicle access to Alma Street 
could be eliminated. Another 
option, to elevate the rail line and 
lower the roads at multiple rail 
crossings, would not cut off Alma 
Street access. 
 The council hasn’t decided 
whether to pursue either option, 

or something else. 
 According to Ms. Holmer, the 
new library would not have a 
space for the Menlo Park Histori-
cal Association, which currently 
occupies a small room in the 
library’s basement. Dedicated 
space for the group was not evalu-
ated during the library’s space 
needs study, she said. 

Housing?
 Another option under consider-
ation is to add affordable housing 
above the library. Consultant Sean 

Kennedy of the Berkeley-based 
architectural firm, Studio Skaggs 
Kennedy, presented examples of 
developments in Chicago and 
Portland that have ground-floor 
libraries and housing on top.
 Several attendees favored add-
ing affordable apartments, saying 
that the location is a prime one 
because the city already owns the 
land and it is near downtown and 
the Menlo Park Caltrain station, 
which will limit the need for resi-
dents to drive. 
 Others said they didn’t support 
the concept for traffic-related 
reasons, or because tenants might 
remain there even if ineligible for 
affordable housing. 
 Mr. Noll said his firm was  
tapped to conduct public outreach 
and develop a rough layout for the 
building, but the ultimate design 
and construction will likely be 
done by donor John Arrillaga’s 
development company. 
 More public meetings are 
scheduled for Jan. 17 and Feb. 15 
at 6:30 p.m. A

N E W S

Dear Monica: Homes in my 
neighborhood have been selling at 
very high prices according to the 
latest reports. We have lived in our 
home for many years and wonder 
if we should take advantage of 
this market and sell our property 
now. What would you advise?  
             Jane D.

Dear Jane:You should sell your 
home when you are ready to move. 
If your home, your neighborhood 
and community still suit your 
needs, and you are close to your 
work, if you are still working, then 
you are probably not ready to move 
on. If you are counting on selling at 

a peak time in the market, then the 
current market could well be such 

the top of the market until it moves 
downward.

Do you have a place you would like 
to move to, or are you still deciding 
where you want your next home to 
be? Are you willing to rent while 
you decide where to go next? These 
are all questions you should answer 
before selling your home. Talk to 

advisor and your family before 
making this decision. Once you 
know you want to move, then you 
can make your plans.

Contact me at mcorman@apr.com; Office: 650-543-1164; www.monicacorman.com
Ranked in the Top Tier by The Wall Street Journal 2016 and 2017 Nationwide List 
of 1000 Top Real Estate Professionals

Median Home  
Prices Rise Again

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica CormanShould new library 

include housing?
 Questions remain over new library’s  

location and features

Page 10: Residents question city’s 

survey on support for library.

 MENLO PARK
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City tries to battle Willows traffic madness
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
little less than a month 
since Caltrans installed 
new traffic signals at the 

Willow Road/U.S. 101 inter-
change — and in rapid response 
to the debilitating congestion in 
the city’s Willow neighborhood 
that has resulted — the Menlo 
Park City Council approved Dec. 
5 a number of actions to address 
the problem.
 Caltrans is rebuilding the high-
way interchange to widen it and 
convert it from a full cloverleaf 
(with four loops to enter and exit 
the highway) to 
a “partial” clo-
verleaf (with two 
loops), in order 
to give drivers 
more space to 
safely merge 
onto U.S. 101.  
 But the construction is causing 
massive traffic delays for anyone 
trying to get onto Willow Road, 
especially at the residential cross-
streets some commuters take as a 
shortcut to the highway or Bay-
front Expressway. 
 The city plans to:
  Install signs prohibiting right 
turns onto Willow Road from 
O’Keefe, Chester and Durham 
streets between 3 and 7 p.m. on 
weekdays.
  Add “Keep clear” pavement 
markings on Willow Road at 
O’Keefe, Chester and Durham 
streets.
  Add signs prohibiting left 
turns from Woodland Avenue to 
Baywood Avenue between 3 and 
7 p.m. on weekdays.
  Add signs saying “No access 
to Willow Road” on Laurel Ave-
nue at Chester Street and Men-
alto Avenue at Chester and Green 
streets.
  Create a partial “bulb out” at 
Middlefield Road and Woodland 
Avenue. This will force people to 
slow down when turning on to 
Woodland Avenue, according to 
city staff.
  Dedicate $275,000 in funding 

to coordinate traffic signals along 
Willow Road, Bayfront Express-
way and Marsh Road. The city has 
applied for a grant to do this, but 
won’t know until the spring if it 
will be granted. Putting city fund-
ing into it will speed the process.
 The council also authorized 
city staff to act nimbly and, in 
Silicon Valley parlance, use a 
process of “iteration,” and trial 
and error to build on what works 
and scrap what doesn’t. 
 While more specific metrics 
are to be determined, the goals 

are to reduce 
traffic volumes 
in the area and 
to make sure 
the small busi-
nesses there 
aren’t adverse-
ly impacted, 

Councilman Ray Mueller said. 
 After hearing comments from 
24 people, most of whom sup-
ported the turn restrictions, the 
council approved the measures 
4-0, with Councilwoman Cath-
erine Carlton absent. The topic 
is slated to return to the council 
for an update at the council’s first 
meeting of 2018 on Jan. 16.  
 In the meantime, the new 
signs will be installed on a dedi-
cated date to be determined, said 
City Manager Alex McIntyre. 
According to state law, the Police 
Department can’t enforce the 
signals until 30 days after they’re 
put up, Police Commander Dave 
Bertini said. 
 A number of people spoke 
in favor of right-turn restric-
tions farther down Willow Road, 
specifically banning right turns 
from Gilbert Avenue onto Willow 
Road. That option was ruled out, 
at least for now. 
 According to Willows resident 
Brian Gilmer, the right-turn 
prohibition might re-route com-
muters across Gilbert Avenue, 
right on Santa Monica Avenue, 
and then right on Coleman Ave-
nue to return to Willow Road at 

the traffic light. 
 Concerns were also raised 
about right-turn restrictions on 
Durham Street: motorists might 
instead go straight on Durham 
Street across Willow Road toward 
the VA hospital, where they could 
make a U-turn and proceed left 
on Willow Road.

New normal? 
 Caltrans’ project to rebuild 
the interchange is in the sec-
ond of four phases, the last of 
which is expected to end in 
early 2019, according to Angela 
Obeso, Menlo Park transporta-
tion engineer. 
 Phases two and three, expected 
to last a year in total, are likely to be 
the worst for local traffic, she said. 
After the project’s completion, 
there will be more space for cars 
on the interchange, so traffic won’t 
back up into the neighborhoods as 

it does now, she said. 
 But some say that the rede-
signed interchange may worsen 
traffic conditions in the long 
term. Councilman Mueller point-
ed to an email from Gary Lauder, 
an Atherton transportation com-
missioner and longtime critic of 
the Caltrans Willow Road/U.S. 
101 interchange project. 
 Mr. Lauder argues that the 
amount of traffic that the new 
configuration at the interchange 
(known as a partial cloverleaf) 
will accommodate will be lower 
than what the current full clover-
leaf handles.
 Mr. Lauder said in his email he 
feels like the Greek mythological 
figure Cassandra, who could see 
the future, but whose predictions 
nobody believed. 
 “The current nightmare will 
— in hindsight — be considered 
to be NOTHING compared to 

the permanent problems that will 
result if the present plans are car-
ried out as planned. They don’t 
have to be. It’s not too late to go 
back, but the longer you wait, the 
greater the liability — both legally 
and politically.” 
 Mr. Mueller said he wanted to 
talk to Caltrans about changing 
it to the interchange’s original 
configuration as a full cloverleaf. 
 Mr.  Cline said he’s done some 
research of his own and come 
to different conclusions. “Every-
thing I research disputes that 
these (partial cloverleaf inter-
changes) are failures,” he said, 
adding he was “uncomfortable” 
asking an engineer to make the 
project back into a full cloverleaf 
pattern. 
 The council agreed to invite 
Caltrans to respond to questions 
regarding the project’s capacity to 
handle traffic. A

Map courtesy city of Menlo Park.

Right turns will be prohibited from O’Keefe, Durham and Chester streets onto Willow Road from 3 to 
7 p.m. on weekdays, among other measures, to ease traffic congestion in Menlo Park’s Willows neighborhood.

Actions are aimed  
at reducing  

cut-through traffic.

 MENLO PARK

Is Palo Alto to blame for much of the Willows traffic problem?
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

D
uring the Menlo Park 
council discussion of 
traffic problems in the 

Willows area, there was a frank 
acknowledgment by several 
council members that much of 
the traffic on Willow Road is 
coming from Palo Alto. 
 “I think we’re carrying an 
unnecessary burden of Palo 
Alto’s traffic,” Councilman 

Rich Cline said. “I do think 
(a) discussion with our neigh-
bors needs to become more 
serious.” 
 When he was mayor in years 
past, he said, he had tried talk-
ing to Palo Alto officials about 
traffic problems. “They laugh. 
They say ‘Good luck with 
that,’” he said. 
 He suggested the possibility 
of cutting off access to Willow 
Road from Palo Alto, at least 

temporarily, “until they sober 
up.” “Nothing’s going to stop 
until we work together on it,” 
he said.  
 As Menlo Park’s mayor this 
year, Kirsten Keith said that 
she has talked to the mayors of 
Palo Alto and East Palo Alto. 
She said she’s been pushing to 
have changes made in other 
choke points between Menlo 
Park and Palo Alto. 
 She has  called for the 

elimination of the Palo Alto 
barriers that prohibit motor-
ists from driving across El 
Camino Real from Sand Hill 
Road onto Alma Street. 
 Regarding the Willows-area 
congestion, she suggested the 
city install a stop sign at the 
intersection of Middlefield 
Road and Woodland Avenue. 
That way, she said, when traf-
fic invariably backs up, it will 
be a Palo Alto problem. 

 Councilman Ray Mueller 
pointed to yet another place 
where Palo Alto’s traffic prob-
lems leak into Menlo Park: 
near each of the foot bridges. 
 He said that Palo Alto’s 
downtown parking program 
“does not work,” and that 
employees in downtown Palo 
Alto park their cars on the 
Menlo Park side of the pedes-
trian bridges and walk down-
town from there. A
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650.533.7373   |   keri@kerinicholas.com
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*Siskiyou Drive, Menlo Park
*Oak Avenue, Menlo Park

*Bay Laurel Drive, Menlo Park
1736 Waverley Street, Palo Alto
1765 Poppy Avenue, Menlo Park

190 Encinal Avenue, Atherton
719 Hermosa Way, Menlo Park
331 Fletcher Drive, Atherton

1890 Oakdell Drive, Menlo Park
890 Berkeley Avenue, Menlo Park

*Catalpa Drive, Atherton
*May Brown Avenue, Menlo Park

40 Deodora Drive, Atherton
*Grove Court, Portola Valley
1318 Bellair Way, Menlo Park

1295 Middle Avenue, Menlo Park
115 Gloria Circle, Menlo Park

4 Bassett Lane, Atherton
228 Princeton Road, Menlo Park

236 Selby Lane, Atherton
1760 Holly Avenue, Menlo Park

*Helen Place, Menlo Park
234 Eleanor Drive, Woodside

802 Fremont Street, Menlo Park
804 Fremont Street, Menlo Park
806 Fremont Street, Menlo Park

1153 Castle Way, Menlo Park
1030 Rosemont Avenue, Los Altos

5 Bolton Place, Menlo Park
24 San Juan Avenue, Menlo Park
21 Hallmark Circle, Menlo Park

*Shasta Lane, Menlo Park
1888 Camino a los Cerros, Menlo Park

*Durazno Way, Portola Valley
*Olive Street, Menlo Park

480 Cotton Street, Menlo Park

*Rosefield Way, Menlo Park
95 Bear Gulch Drive, Portola Valley

*Mills Avenue, Menlo Park
76 Nevada Street, Redwood City
278 Carmelita Drive, Mt. View
1450 Mills Court, Menlo Park

*Kipling Street, Palo Alto
1364 Sherman Avenue, Menlo Park
321 Camino Al Lago, Menlo Park

213 Emerson Street, Palo Alto
24 Hesketh Drive, Menlo Park

2060 Monterey Avenue, Menlo Park
2130 Booksin Avenue, San Jose

797 Live Oak Avenue, Menlo Park
167 Eleanor Drive, Woodside
12 Aliso Way, Portola Valley

201 Chestnut Avenue, Palo Alto
1328 Orange Avenue, Menlo Park

119 Oakview Drive, San Carlos
43 Biltmore Lane, Menlo Park

3676 McNulty Way, Redwood City
1274 Orange Avenue, Menlo Park
1325 University Drive, Menlo Park

1330 University Drive, Unit 25, Menlo Park
*Arbor Road, Menlo Park

322 Wyndham Drive, Portola Valley
509 Skiff Circle, Redwood Shores
341 O’Connor Street, Menlo Park

*Bernal Avenue, Burlingame
80 Amherst Avenue, Menlo Park

548 Everett Avenue, Palo Alto
163 Cerrito Avenue, Redwood City

*E. Hamilton Avenue, Campbell
1868 Lenolt Street, Redwood City

155 Bardet Road, Woodside
*Siskiyou Place, Menlo Park

Performance 
year after year.

2017 Homes Sold: 72
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N E W S

Holiday
Elegance

1139 Chestnut Street ,  Menlo Park
elal ingerie.com  •   650 -325 -2965

Professional & Personal Development

Learn more and register: continuingstudies.stanford.edu

WINTER2018

Featured Winter Courses:

Using Design Thinking and Simple Sketching Techniques to Ignite Innovation

Tools for Strategic Management • Marketing for Non-Marketing Professionals

Integrating the Internet of Things into Your Company • How to Think Like a Futurist

Playful Mindfulness • Leading Innovation: An Approach to Personal and Team Creativity

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of on-campus 
and online courses in liberal arts & sciences, creative writing, and

professional & personal development. All adults are welcome to attend.

Most classes begin the week of January 16. Enroll today!

City’s ‘satisfaction survey’ 
raises red flags for some

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M
enlo Park’s biennial sur-
vey by Godbe Research, 
circulated randomly 

among residents in early Decem-
ber to gauge their satisfaction 
with city services, raised concerns 
by some respondents that the way 
several questions were phrased 
may result in wrong conclusions. 

Specifically, several residents 
emailed the City Council to say 
that questions regarding a plan 
to rebuild the Menlo 
Park main library 
appeared to be writ-
ten to generate sup-
port for the project. 

“I strongly sup-
port rebuilding 
(or just building) a 
new library for the 
‘Bayside of 101’ but 
hugely do not support rebuilding 
the Main library,” Dana Gleson 
wrote. “I feel that the questions 
were biased and worded so as 
to support rebuilding the Main 
library.” 

An email signed Teddy and 
Robert Wilson says: “I can’t 
imagine that the answers to 
the questions as written would 
provide any useful information. 
Of course an improved library 
would provide all the services 
described and would be a good 
thing. Agreeing that those are 
a good thing is not the same as 
agreeing that the city should 
accept the developer’s offer of 
financing.”

City Manager Alex McIntyre 

said the library-related questions 
were designed to ascertain gen-
eral public opinion. He acknowl-
edged that some respondents 
may favor a new Belle Haven 
library over a new main library. 

The survey also asked what 
residents think about the pos-
sibility of a seven-story, mixed-

use parking garage 
being built on a 
current parking 
lot. There are no 
plans to build such 
a parking garage, 
Mr. McIntyre 
confirmed.

He pointed out 
that at the start of 

the year, the council made it 
a priority to look into a park-
ing structure; the survey will 
determine if there’s public sen-
timent to move forward with 
the concept. Doing so would 
require changing the zoning in 
the downtown specific plan, he 
noted. 

The survey was conducted via 
internet and telephone and was 
available in Spanish. The survey-
ors hoped to receive responses 
from at least 400 Menlo Park 
residents who are registered 
voters, according to city analyst 
Peter Ibrahim. 

Godbe Research will present 
the findings of the study to the 
City Council. A

 MENLO PARK

Residents 
say questions 

appear skewed 
to elicit support 
for new library.

Page 7: Should new library include 

housing?

New shuttle heads to parks
By Kate Daly
Special to the Almanac

I
n an attempt to encourage 
more people to enjoy the great 
outdoors and leave their cars 

behind, the San Mateo County 
Parks Department is running a 
new shuttle from Menlo Park and 
East Palo Alto to Wunderlich and 
Edgewood county parks.

On-site parking is often over-
crowded at both parks. Now 
there’s an option to take a free 
shuttle on Saturdays and Sundays. 

The service starts at 9 a.m. 
in Menlo Park and East Palo 
Alto and runs in continuous 
loops until the last departure 
from Wunderlich County Park 
in Woodside at 4:45 p.m., and 
Edgewood County Park and 
Natural Preserve in Redwood 
City at 4:50 p.m.

The shuttle follows two routes, 
which overlap at two stops in 
Redwood City, giving passengers 
an opportunity to transfer from 
one route to the next.

One route starts at East Palo 
Alto City Hall, 2415 Univer-
sity Ave., with stops at Fair Oaks 
Community Center at 2600 Mid-
dlefield Road in Redwood City 
and the Redwood City Transit 
Center on Winslow Street behind 
the Caltrain Station, before arriv-
ing at Edgewood.

The other route starts at Mar-
ketplace Park, 313 Market Place 
in Menlo Park, with stops at Fair 
Oaks Community Center and 
Redwood City Transit Center 
before arriving at Wunderlich.

Both parks offer walking and 
hiking trails. No dogs or bikes are 
allowed. The free Carriage House 
Museum in Wunderlich displays 
historical artifacts and is open on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Go to parks.smcgov.org/
parkshuttle to see the routes, 
schedule, and signup groups. 
The shuttles accommodate 20 
passengers, but larger groups can 
be managed with enough 
advance notice. A
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Holiday Fund
Give to The Almanac

Your gift helps local children  
and families in need

The organizations below provide  
major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names  
for donations unless the donor checks the anonymous box.  

All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

Rotary Club  
of Menlo Park

The David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

www.siliconvalleycf.org

DONATE ONLINE:
almanacnews.com/

holiday_fund

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name __________________________________________________________

Business Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________

E-Mail  _________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

__________________________________________Expires _______/_______

Signature ______________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)   

 In my name as shown above

 In the name of business above

OR:     In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for:  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 (Name of person)

All donors and their gift amounts will be  
published in The Almanac unless the boxes be-
low are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously. 

  Please withhold the amount of my  
contribution.

Please make checks payable to: 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
The Almanac Holiday Fund 
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
2440 West El Camino Real, Suite 300 
Mountain View, CA 94040

The Almanac Holiday Fund is a donor advised 
fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation,  
a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.  
A contribution to this fund allows your  
donation to be tax deductible to the fullest 
extent of the law.

The Almanac

2017

Holiday
Fund

C ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year, 

Almanac readers and foundations contributed $174,000 from more than 150 donors for the 10 agencies 

that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide numerous other services to those in need.

 Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the extent possible, by generous community organizations, 

foundations and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted from the 

gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law. 

 All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies listed on this page. 

Boys & Girls Clubs
Provides after-school academic support, enrichment, and 
mentoring for 1,800 low-income K-12 youth at nine 
locations across Menlo Park, East Palo Alto, and the 
North Fair Oaks neighborhood of Redwood City. 

Ecumenical Hunger Program
Provides emergency food, clothing, household 
essentials, and sometimes financial assistance to 
families in need, regardless of religious preference, 
including Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for more 
than 2,000 households.

Second Harvest Food Bank
The largest collector and distributor of food on the 
Peninsula, Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 52 
million pounds of food last year. It gathers donations 
from individuals and businesses and distributes food to 
more than 250,000 people each month through more 
than 770 agencies and distribution sites in San Mateo 
and Santa Clara counties.

LifeMoves
Provides shelter/housing and supportive services 
across 18 sites in Silicon Valley and the Peninsula. 
Serves thousands of homeless families and individuals 
annually on their path back to permanent housing and 
self-sufficiency.

Project Read
Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo 
Park area. Trained volunteers work one-on-one to help 
adults improve reading, writing and English language 
skills so they can function more effectively at home, 
at work and in the community. Basic English classes, 
weekly conversation clubs and volunteer-led computer 
enrichment are also offered.

Ravenswood Family Health Center
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for 
all ages at its clinic in East Palo Alto. Of the more than 
17,000 registered patients, most are low-income and 
uninsured and live in the ethnically diverse East Palo 
Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

Upward Scholars
Upward Scholars empowers low-income adults by 
providing them with financial support, tutoring, and 
other assistance so they can continue their education, 
get higher paying jobs, and serve as role models and 
advocates for their children. 

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to 
people in need who walk through the doors. Funded 
by voluntary contributions and community grants, St. 
Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy 
between San Francisco and San Jose. It also offers 
take-home bags of food, as well as emergency food and 
clothing assistance.

Fair Oaks Community Center
This multi-service facility, serving the broader Redwood 
City community, provides assistance with child care, 
senior programs, citizenship and immigration, housing 
and employment, and crisis intervention. Programs are 
available in Spanish and English.

StarVista
Serves more than 32,000 people throughout San Mateo 
County, including children, young people, families with 
counseling, prevention, early intervention, education, 
and residential programs. StarVista also provides crisis 
intervention and suicide prevention services including 
a 24-hour suicide crisis hotline, an alcohol and drug 
helpline, and a parent support hotline.
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By Susan Holmer, Menlo Park 
Library director

D
id you know that 
roughly 23 percent of 
adult Californians do 

not have the basic literacy 
skills needed to read a bedtime 
story to a child? That trans-
lates to more than 4.5 million 
Californians.

In San Mateo County, 15 
percent of adults have diffi-
culty completing job applica-
tions, reading street signs, or 

understanding the instruc-
tions on a medicine bottle.  

Since 1985, Project Read-
Menlo Park has been helping 
adults improve their English 
reading, writing and speak-
ing skills, making them more 
effective at home, at work, and 
in the community. 

Health. Poverty. Unemploy-
ment. Every important social 
issue is impacted by low-level 
literacy. 

When individuals learn how 
to read, write, do basic math, 
and use computers, they have 
the power to lift themselves 
out of poverty, improve their 
health, find and keep sustain-
able employment, and ulti-
mately change their lives. 

Project Read-Menlo Park is 

Project Read: Combating illiteracy in our community

DONATE ONLINE: 
almanacnews.com/ 

holiday_fund

As of Dec. 5, 2017, 
62 donors have 

donated $74,105 
to the Holiday Fund

12 Anonymous .................... $6,125
Paul Welander ............................ 25
Kayleen Miller .......................... 100
Andrea Julian ........................... 500
George & Sophia Fonti ............. 100
Jameds Esposto ........................ 500
Lucy Reid-Krensky .................... 100
Barbara & Robert Oliver ......... 1,000
Judy & Les Denend ................... 500
Kathy & Bob Mueller ................ 100
Leslie & Hy Murveit .................. 300
Don Lowry & Lynore Tillim ......... 100
James Lewis ................................. *
Anne Moser ................................. *
Robert Mullin ........................... 250
Barbara & Bob Ells ................... 200
Bruce & Donna Whitson ........... 500
Erika Crowley ............................... *
Marilyn Voelke .......................... 500
Bill Wohler ............................... 380
Greg & Penny Gallo .................. 500
Clay & Nita Judd .......................... *
Lynne Davis .................................. *
Elizabeth Tromovitch ................. 100
Pat & Rog Witte ....................... 100
George & Marjorie Mader ......... 200
Barbara Jacobson ..................... 100
Thomas & Joyce Dienstbier ........... *
Betty Meissner ......................... 100
Victoria Rundorff .......................... *
Joe & Julie Zier ......................... 100
Robert & Barbara Simpson ............ *
Dorothy Saxe ................................ *
Kathleen Elkins ............................ *
Brugger ................................. 1,000
Russ Family .............................. 100
Gail & Susan Prickett ................ 500
Marc & Mary Ann Saunders .......... *
Lauren & Julie Mercer ................... *
Margaret Melaney .................... 500
Brennan Family ........................ 200
Tate Family .......................... 10,000

In Memory Of
Annie Strem ................................. *
Frank & Celine Halet ................. 500
Mary Margaret Koch ..................... *

In Honor Of
Woodside Fire Department ....... 500
The Liggett Family ........................ *

Organizations
Menlo Park Rotary -  
Tour de Menlo Bike Ride ...... 20,000
Packard Foundation ............. 15,000
Hewlett Foundation ............... 8,750
Narrative Histories .................... 100

Your gift helps  
local children 
and families  

in need

By Bob Dehn, a volunteer at St. 
Anthony’s Padua Dining Room 

T
his Thanksgiving Day 
close to 700 people 
enjoyed a traditional 

Thanksgiving meal of turkey, 
ham, dressing, mashed pota-
toes and all the trimmings at 
the “other St. Anthony’s”, that 
is, the Padua Dining Room 
here in Menlo Park. 

A great meal was had by 
all in the festively decorated 
Hall that serves as the Dining 
Room. 

This same room is where 
as many as 400 guests a day 
can get a complete hot meal, 
Monday through Saturday, 
all year long. St. Anthony’s 
Padua Dining Room is located 
on Middlefield Road at the 
Atherton-North Fair Oaks 
border.

The mission of the Din-
ing Room is to provide a hot, 

nutritious meal to anyone in 
need. We charge no fees, ask 
no questions, and turn no one 
away. 

Christmas is another busy 
day, with up to 1,000 individ-
uals enjoying a holiday meal. 
Also, in conjunction with the 
Menlo Park Fire Protection 
District, toys collected dur-
ing the Christmas season are 
distributed. 

As many as 2,000 children 
receive toys during this annu-
al event, held in the parking 
lot just before Christmas, this 
year on Saturday, Dec. 23.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining 
Room serves from 11 a.m. to 1 

p.m. every day except Sunday. 
Guests may take home a bag 
full of food items, including 
fresh produce. 

In addition to the hot meal 
and take-home food program, 
the Dining Room is a place to 
meet, to talk, to share informa-
tion about possible new sup-
port services or job openings.

Adjacent to the Padua Din-
ing Room there is a Clothing 
Distribution Center that pro-
vides shoes, clothing, blan-
kets, sleeping bags, and baby 
and infant wear to more than 
1,000 patrons a month. 

The Clothing Center is open 
Wednesday for women and 
Thursday for men.

St. Anthony’s is funded by 
donations and grants from 
many individuals, local busi-
nesses, and foundations. The 
cost of serving over 150,000 
meals each year is significant 
and additional donations are 

welcome and needed. 
Individuals and groups may 

assist St. Anthony’s by directly 
donating money, food, gently 
used clothing, or unwrapped 
new Christmas toys for chil-
dren 12 years and under.

St. Anthony’s operates 
through the work of more 
than 200 dedicated core vol-
unteers, and many other help-
ers. New volunteers are always 
appreciated.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining 
Room is at 3500 Middlefield 
Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025. 

Go to paduadiningroom.com 
or call (650) 365-9664 or email 
paduadinngroom@gmail.com 
for more information.

At St. Anthony’s, hundreds enjoy a festive day

Gifts to the Almanac’s Holiday Fund 
benefit St. Anthony’s Padua Dining 
Room and nine other community 
organizations. 

 HOLIDAY FUND

Gifts to the Almanac’s Holiday Fund 
benefit Project Read-Menlo Park and 
nine other community organizations.

 HOLIDAY FUND

St. Anthony’s Padua 
Dining Room feeds  

the hungry, and does 
much more.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room

Several hundred people enjoyed a free Thanksgiving meal at St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room this year.

See PROJECT READ, page 21
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BUY WITH KEN
IT DOESN’T COST MORE TO WORK WITH THE BEST

Within only 10 years, Ken DeLeon became the #1 real estate 
agent in the nation* and the most successful agent in Silicon 
Valley. Though most top agents focus on sellers, Ken now devotes 
himself exclusively to buyers. Ken’s analytical and legal abilities, 
combined with his expert team of area specialists, contractors, 
and designers, give his buyers a priceless advantage in Silicon 
Valley’s fiercely competitive market.
 
Buying the right home will be one of the largest financial 
decisions of your life. Shouldn’t you work with the very best?

*Per rankings released by Wall Street Journal/REAL Trends in 2012

MEET WITH KEN TO LEARN 

HOW HE CAN MAKE YOUR 

DREAMS A REALITY.

C A L L  6 5 0 . 5 4 3 . 8 5 0 1

· Law degree from U.C. Berkeley
· Economics professor
· Motivational speaker
· Excellent dancer
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DeLeon Realty

At DeLeon Realty, we are not limited to accepting only turn-key, luxury-grade listings. Our innovative team of 
specialists enables us to transform every one of our listings into a truly must-have home.  

Let us show you what we can do for your home. 
www.DELEONREALTY.com

We don’t get great listings. We make great listings.

GORGEOUS GARDEN ESTATE IN WEST ATHERTON
165 Patricia Drive, Atherton

Offered at $9,290,000
www.165PatriciaDrive.com

UNLIMITED POTENTIAL IN WEST ATHERTON
29 Amador Avenue, Atherton

Offered at $5,988,000
www.29Amador.com 

GARDEN RETREAT WITH HISTORIC PRESTIGE
399 Atherton Avenue, Atherton

Offered at $4,988,000
www.399AthertonAve.com 

LUXURIOUS REMODEL WITH GATED SERENITY
455 Santa Margarita Avenue, Menlo Park

Offered at $4,998,000 
www.455SantaMargarita.com  
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Story and photos by Barbara Wood

regory Gavin says he’s 
had a lifelong preoccupa-
tion with creeks, starting 
more than five decades 
ago when he was a young 

Woodside Elementary School 
student who sometimes wended 
his way home from school along 
Bear Gulch Creek, which runs 
behind the campus. 

“When I was really little, I 
spent a lot of time in the creek,” 
which ran from the school to 
near his home on Mountain 
Home Road, he says.

Now, the 57-year-old with 
a master’s of fine arts degree 
makes his living playing with 
water.

Mr. Gavin’s Riveropolis busi-
ness melds his fascination for 

creeks with other of his interests 
— art, architecture, teaching, 
children, carpentry, commu-
nity and bringing disparate 
people together to work on joint 
projects.

For two decades, Riveropolis 
has been bringing portable 
water features to museums, 
street fairs, schools, parks and 
storefronts. The rivers are art, 
but not the type viewed from 
afar. Instead, Mr. Gavin’s rivers 
are completed and modified by 
audience members, children 
and adults who build boats and 
buildings, landscape river banks 
and even change the course of 
the river, quite often getting wet 
in the process. 

The collaborate process often 

Second-graders in Linette Griffith’s class had a short lesson about geology before being allowed to get 
their hands wet exploring the river Gregory Gavin (left) brought to Woodside Elementary School.

Third-graders created “Toadville” along the river, populating it with 
animals, islands, boats and structures.

Woodside Elementary School second-graders explore the portable river Gregory Gavin and 
Riveropolis brought to their campus. The children created boats out of recycled materials.

brings together people who 
normally wouldn’t interact. It 
reminds Mr. Gavin, he says, of 
the “metaphor of water being the 
universal solvent.” 

The rivers are also a teaching 
tool. The rocks that go into them 
offer geology lessons, while 
boat-making provides teaching 
about design and buoyancy.  
The running water in the rivers 
offers lessons about the water 
cycle as well as engineering and 
hydrology.

It seems somewhat inevitable 
that Mr. Gavin and one of his 
rivers would find themselves 
back where he started, set up 
in a playground just a few 
hundred yards from the creek 

that originally inspired him at 
Woodside Elementary School. 

Mr. Gavin spent nine years 
at Woodside Elementary; his 
mother, Carolyn Gavin, taught 
there for 30 years. His mom 
still lives in Woodside with his 
dad, Michael, although they’ve 
moved from the house next to 

the creek.
But Jen Upson, the Woodside 

Elementary parent who con-
ceived of asking Mr. Gavin to 
spend a week on the pre-kinder-
garten to eighth-grade campus, 
says she had no idea about his 
connection to the school when 
she arranged his visit. 

Former Woodside Elementary  
student returns, with a river
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Support  

print and online  
coverage of  

our community.

Information
Learn more about Mr. Gavin on 

his website, GregoryGavin.com, 

and about Riveropolis on its 

website, Riveropolis.com. 

At is.gd/Btown see “Bernaltown” 

on YouTube.  (And if you 

happened to have Carolyn 

Gavin for a teacher, look for 

her short speaking part in the 

movie.)

Taking a break between class-
es during his recent visit to 
Woodside, Mr. Gavin talked 
about some of his other inspira-
tions for Riveropolis. One was 
watching a nephew who had 
been diagnosed with attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder 
spend two hours happily play-
ing in a very cold Sierra Nevada 
creek.

Another was the first river he 
built, a 100-foot long structure 
he made with the residents of 
San Francisco’s Portola neigh-
borhood, in a storefront studio 
he was about to be forced out of. 

He builds the underlying 
structure of the rivers himself, 
starting with a model and then 
building full-sized wood forms 
and finally the fiberglass struc-
tures that are filled with water. 
He’s currently working on an 
ocean. 

Mr. Gavin has set up his riv-
ers in places as diverse as the 
DeYoung Museum, several mak-
ers’ fairs, the Bayview Opera 
House, and Chevron corporate 
offices in San Ramon. He says 
he uses gigs that pay full price to 
subsidize those in less-affluent 
neighborhoods, such as the 
North Oakland neighborhood 
where he now has his studio. 

In summers he does more 
extensive camps where, he says, 
kids “build whole worlds” on the 

banks of the rivers. 
After Woodside Elementary, 

Mr. Gavin attended Raven-
swood High School, helping 
to co-author a book about it in 
the year before it closed.  He 
attended architecture school 
at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, leaving when he 
received a fellowship to hitch-
hike across North America to 
study the architecture of rural 
communities. 

After spending years visiting 
communities ranging from an 
organic farm in Oregon to a 
Trappist monastery in Massa-
chusetts, he set off on the R.V. 
Heraclitus, a ship designed to 
travel up tropical rivers and 
conduct ethnobotany. 

The ship, he says on his web-
site, turned out to be “more a 
cult than a scientific expedi-
tion,” and he ended up jumping 
ship in the Marquesas islands.

Instead of going back to 
Berkeley to finish the architec-
ture program, he went to San 
Francisco State University to 
study film and video. He later 
received a master’s of fine arts 
degree from the California Col-
lege of the Arts.

Before starting Riveropolis, 
Mr. Gavin did a series of instal-
lations, public art projects and 
artist residencies in San Francis-
co, Oakland, San Rafael, Boston 

and Las Vegas. 
He often worked with chil-

dren. Before starting Rivero-
polis he taught children to use 
tools and a wide array of materi-
als to build their own full-sized 
working soap box race cars, in 
a project he called Will Power 
Motors. 

As part of that project, he 
made a movie, “Bernaltown,” 
starring some of the soap box 
race cars and the residents of 
San Francisco’s Bernal Heights 
neighborhood. In a 1997 story 
about the movie and Mr. Gavin, 
the San Francisco Chronicle 
called the movie “a charming 
neighborhood fable.” 

He’s brought his river to 
Woodside Elementary for two 
years, Ms. Upson says, and will 
probably be back next year. 

“ It is a huge hit with the stu-
dents and the teachers,” she 
says. A

Independence 

Friendships

24/7 support

Sense of belonging

Cultural outings

Transportation assistance

The gift of an 
Avenidas Village 
membership lets 
your parents stay 
in the home they 

love, while keeping 
them active, safe 
and connected!

Stumped on What to  
Give Your Parents?

Give them the gift of:

Call (650) 289-5405 

or visit  

www.avenidas.org

5

p

( )
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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

5:00 p.m. Family Christmas
All children are invited to tell the story of Jesus, 

as shepherds, angels, wisemen, and the holy family.

Join us between services  
for wonderful food and Christmas cheer!

7:00 p.m. Classical Music Christmas
Join us for a night of excellent music, singing, and proclamation. 

We will honor and remember the birth of Jesus  

in a celebratory and contemplative worship setting.

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas
A quiet and contemplative time to listen, sing,  

and reflect on the birth of Jesus Christ.

1095 CLOUD AVENUE  
MENLO PARK

at the corner of Avy & Cloud

www.bethany-mp.org

Christmas Eve at Bethany

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight  

Services

Children’s 
Christmas 
Pageant 

Dec. 17 at 9:30am

Woodside Village Church 
3154 Woodside Road,  
Woodside CA 94062

For info go online or call: 
650-851-1587

8pm Festival of Carols 
in the chapel

10:30pm 
Lessons and Carols 
in the sanctuary

Find Joy for the journey 
in the New Year on  
Sunday at 9:30am

CELEBRATE THE SEASON WITH US!

Christmas Services
Stanford Memorial Church

Sunday, December 24, 2017 - Christmas Eve

4:00 pm Family service (Doors open at 3:00 pm)
Please bring new, unwrapped toys which will be given to 
children in need.

8:00 pm Christmas Eve Festival Communion service 
(Doors open at 7:00 pm)

Owing to the popularity of our Christmas Eve services, 
saving seats will not be allowed. 

Monday, December 25, 2017 - Christmas Day

12:00 am Catholic Christmas Eve Midnight Mass
12:00 pm Catholic Christmas Day Mass

More info: https://religiouslife.stanford.edu/christmas

let there be light
Christmas Eve at Valley Presbyterian Church

5:00 Family Candlelight Service 
10:00 Lessons and Carols Candlelight Service

945 Portola Road
Portola Valley

valleypreschurch.org
650-851-8282

CHRISTMAS EVE: 
Children’s Pageant Eucharist at 3 p.m. 

Candlelit Eucharist with Choir at 5:30 p.m.
CHRISTMAS DAY: Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m.

   815 Portola Road, Portola Valley; tel. (650) 851-0224; <www.ccpvw.org>

CHRIST CHURCH
The Episcopal Parish of Portola Valley & Woodside

Peninsula Christmas Services

N E W S

Brooke Day is new Portola Valley school board member
By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Portola Valley School 
District’s governing 
board on Nov. 6 appoint-

ed district parent and active vol-
unteer Brooke Day to fill out the 
remaining two years of a board 
term that originally came open 
when Jennifer Youstra resigned 
in September.

Ms. Day has a child in third 
grade at Ormondale School, 
where she has served as the 
president and vice president of 

the Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion, as a chair of home room 
parents and the breakfast club, 
and as a home room parent.

She has also spent four years 
as a music leader working with 
more than 80 children ages 3-11 
at her church. 

Ms. Day is a former human 
resources and recruitment 
professional in the high-tech 
industry where, Ms. Day said in 
her application, she had “built, 
developed and helped main-
tain high functioning, cohesive 
teams.” 

“I thrive in a team environ-
ment and enjoy helping to build 
and guide the future direction 
of teams,” she wrote. 

Three important upcom-
ing district projects Ms. Day 
singled out in her application 
are: 

 Communicating about and 
enlisting support for the dis-
trict’s facilities master plan. 

 Hiring and developing 
great district leaders. 

 Following through on the 
district’s current strategic plan 
and updating the plan, which 

goes through 2018.
Jeff Klugman, Karyn Bechtel 

and Mike Maffia were elected 
Nov. 7 to fill three open school 
board seats. Because Mr. Klug-
man had been appointed in 
October to fill the remaining 
two years of Ms. Youstra’s 
term, he had to resign from the 
appointive seat to take his elec-
tive seat. 

Gulliver La Valle, who was 
elected two years ago, is the 
only veteran board member. He 
was elected board president at 
the Nov. 6 meeting. A Brooke Day
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A
therton’s City Council, 
responding to a request 
for input from Menlo 

Park, offered no hope at a Dec. 
6 study session that it supports 
elevating train tracks to separate 
them from the two roadways that 
cross the tracks in the town. The 
council also expressed no interest 
in enabling such changes at near-
by Encinal Avenue in Menlo Park. 
 Residents of Menlo Park’s Fel-
ton Gables neighborhood, located 
between Encinal Avenue and the 
Atherton border, turned out in 
force at the meeting to oppose 
the idea of elevating the tracks so 
Encinal can pass under them. 
 Menlo Park has for the past 
two years been studying options 
for roads in the city that cross the 
train tracks. 
 While Menlo Park has been 
looking into separating tracks 

from roads, called grade separa-
tions, for many years, the matter 
has become more urgent as Cal-
train begins to electrify its trains. 

 Caltrain says electrification, 
due to be completed by 2022, 
will increase commute service 
from five hourly trips in each 
direction to six hourly trips 
each way. If high-speed rail 
ever materializes, even more 
trains would pass through the 
Peninsula. 
 In November, Menlo Park 

Mayor Kirsten Keith sent Ather-
ton Mayor Mike Lempres a letter 
asking if Atherton would be 
interested in raising the rail line 
within the town limits to allow 
Menlo Park to add a grade sepa-
ration at Encinal Avenue. 
 The letter also asked if Ather-
ton is interested in grade separa-
tions at Watkins or Fair Oaks 
avenues, Atherton’s two roads 
that cross the tracks. 
 Because Encinal Avenue is so 
close to the Atherton border, 
raising the train tracks there 
would mean they would not 
return to existing grade until 
near Watkins Avenue, according 
to Menlo Park transportation 
engineer Angela Obeso. 
 That means Menlo Park can’t 
install the type of grade separa-
tion it is considering at Encinal 
without Atherton’s cooperation. 
 Felton Gables residents said 
they don’t want the elevated 

tracks in their neighborhood. 
 “We oppose any elevated grade 
separation at Encinal,” said 
Felton Gables resident Marcy 
Abramowitz. Adding safer four-
gate railroad crossing quad gates 
and establishing a quiet zone 
where train horns are lim-
ited “best meet the needs of the 
neighbors,” she said. 
 Councilman Rick DeGolia 
had a similar view for what to do 
with the Atherton rail crossings. 
“The right answer to us” is to add 
quad gates at Watkins, he said. 
“I cannot see any reason to seri-
ously consider grade separations 
at Watkins,” he said. “It makes 
zero sense to me.” 
 Atherton already has quad 
gates at Fair Oaks Avenue. 
 Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Lewis said she has been involved 
in the discussions about grade 
separations since 2008. 
 “I wholeheartedly agree ... we 

need to somehow figure out how 
to finance the real solution” of 
dropping the tracks into a trench 
or tunnel, she said. “I think 
our communities could come 
together and figure out a way” to 
finance such a project, she said. 
 Elevating the tracks “is going 
to ruin our neighborhoods,” she 
said. 
 Ms. Lewis said she also oppos-
es the proposed grade separa-
tions at Oak Grove and Glen-
wood avenues in Menlo Park 
because both streets soon cross 
the border into Atherton and the 
grade separations would bring 
more traffic into the town. 
 Councilman Bill Widmer, who 
lives on Glenwood Avenue in 
Atherton, said that if grade sepa-
rations are put on Oak Grove 
and Glenwood, there should also 
be one on Encinal, to fairly dis-
tribute the east-west traffic that 
would use them. A

L-3 Randtron Antenna Systems operates facilities 
located at and around 130 Constitution Dr., Menlo 
Park which uses and emits chemicals known to the 
State of California to cause cancer, birth defects, 
or other reproductive harm. We do not believe 
that any person is exposed to these chemicals at 
levels constituting a health or safety risk. However, 
we have not made a formal determination that 
actual exposure levels are below the Proposition 

to cause reproductive harm, and we have not 
performed a risk analysis to determine the precise 
amount of exposure that any individual would 
receive over a 70 year period. Proposition 65 
therefore obligates us to provide this warning to 

may be obtained by contacting L-3 Randtron 
Antenna Systems at 650-326-9500 Ext. 483.

Proposition 65 Warning

N E W S

City of Menlo Park

This drawing shows what a grade separation, in which the rail tracks would be raised and the road lowered, might look like at Glenwood or Oak Grove avenues in Menlo Park. 
Menlo Park had asked Atherton if it might enable a similar grade separation at Encinal Avenue by allowing the tracks to be elevated in Atherton south of Watkins Avenue.

Atherton has little interest in elevating train tracks

Menlo Park asked 
if Atherton would 
support raising the 
rail line to allow an 

Encinal Avenue grade 
separation.

Menlo gives $266K to nonprofits
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Menlo Park City 
Council voted Dec. 5 to 
increase the city’s com-

munity funding program by 
about a third over last year 
and give more than a quarter 
of a million dollars to local 
nonprofits. 
 The community funding pro-
gram, created in 1996, dedicates 
no more than 1.7 percent of the 
city’s general fund property 
tax revenue to nonprofits that 
provide emergency services and 
support for youth, seniors, 
people with disabilities and 
low-income people in the com-
munity. The focus is on organi-
zations that provide services the 
city doesn’t already provide. 
 The $266,000 represents 
about a 32 percent increase 
over last year’s contribution of 
$202,140.
 The council agreed to put an 

extra $91,000 into the program, 
beyond the $175,000 originally 
budgeted.
 Funding recommendations 
came from a council subcom-
mittee made up of Mayor Kirst-
en Keith and Councilwoman 
Catherine Carlton. 
 Mayor Keith recused herself 
from voting on allocations to 
organizations she has ties to: 
Community Overcoming Rela-
tionship Abuse, the Legal Aid 
Society of San Mateo County, 
and the Service League of San 
Mateo County. Councilman 
Ray Mueller recused himself 
from voting on the LifeMoves 
allocation. 
 Funding amounts and recipi-
ents are: $35,000 to Star Vista for 
youth counseling services at 
Menlo-Atherton High School, 
$25,000 to Peninsula Conflict 
Resolution Center for a restor-
ative justice and leadership pro-
gram for youth, $22,000 to 

Peninsula Volunteers Inc., 
$20,000 to Acknowledge Alli-
ance, $17,500 to HIP Housing, 
$17,500 to LifeMoves, $15,000 to 
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Penin-
sula, $10,000 to Ravenswood 
Education Foundation, $10,000 
to Rebuilding Together Penin-
sula, $10,000 to Vista Center for 
the Blind,  $10,000 to JobTrain,  
$10,000 to Family Connections, 
$10,000 to Center for Indepen-
dence of the Disabled, $8,000 to 
the Riekes Center, $7,500 to 
Community Overcoming Rela-
tionship Abuse (CORA), $7,500 
to Pathways Home Health/Hos-
pice,  $8,000 to Youth Commu-
nity Service, $6,000 to Project 
WeHope,  $5,000 to Legal Aid 
Society of San Mateo County, 
$5,000 to Nuestra Casa,  $3,000 
to Service League of San Mateo 
County, $2,000 to Ombudsman 
Services of San Mateo County, 
$1,500 to Jobs for Youth, and 
$500 to My New Red Shoes. A
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Here come the Holidays
Shady Lane   

Celebrating Local Artisans

Sharon Heights Shopping Center (Next to Starbucks)  •  Easy Parking!
325 Sharon Park Dr. at Sand Hill Road  •   Menlo Park

ShadyLaneGallery.com  •  650-321-1099  •  Facebook/ShadyLaneGallery

Voted Best:
Gifts • Jewelry • Boutique • 8 Years in a Row!B E S T  O F

Formerly in Palo Alto, now in Menlo Park
Just minutes away from Stanford Shopping Center off Sand Hill Road

  Best Gift Selection Ever! 

 

 

 

20% Off  for New Clients
Mention this ad

N E W S

Winant calls Atherton police probe ‘a travesty’
By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

R
ichard “Dick” Winant, 
the Stanford University 
researcher who claimed 

the Atherton Police Department 
mistreated him after he got lost 
on the Sharon Hills golf course at 
night and ended up in an Atherton 
backyard, says the department’s 
“report on the disposition of my 
citizen’s complaint is a travesty.” 

Mr. Winant, who was 71 at the 
time, was detained by police in 
handcuffs before being released 
without charges in the March 1 
incident. 

The Menlo Park resident filed 
a citizen’s complaint alleging that 
after he refused to provide offi-
cers with his identification, Sgt. 
Alfredo Guarducci and officers 
David Gomez and Matt Barrera 
addressed him by vulgar terms, 
used excessive force, denied him 
his legal rights, and humiliated 
him by demanding an apology 
before they would release him. 

Commander Joe Wade said 
the report on the investigation 
itself cannot be released because 

it concerns personnel matters, 
which are exempt from pub-
lic records requirements. Com-
mander Wade did, however, pro-
vide Mr. Winant with a report on 
the “disposition” of the investiga-
tion, which Mr. Winant in turn 
provided to the Almanac. 

The report, signed by Com-
mander Wade, says only one of 
seven allegations of misconduct 
that were investigated was sus-
tained. However, the report also 
shows the investigation did not 
find any of the alleged miscon-
duct had not occurred. 

With regard to three of the 
misconduct allegations, the report 
says “the alleged act occurred, but 
that the act was justified, lawful 
and/or proper.” 

The report also found three 
of the allegations to be “not sus-
tained,” which it defines as being 
unable to be proved or disproved 
because of “insufficient evidence.” 

Commander Wade told the 
Almanac the investigation was 
“incomplete” because Sgt. Guar-
ducci left the Atherton depart-
ment on June 1, “before he 
could be interviewed about this 

incident.” 
Officer Barrera also left the 

Atherton Police Department, on 
Sept. 22, Commander Wade said. 
“Their absences in Atherton have 
nothing to do with the incident 
with Mr. Winant,” he said. 

He said Officer Barrera has 
gone to work for another local 
police agency. As for Sgt. Guar-
ducci: “I cannot say why he is 
gone,” Commander Wade said. 

The sustained allegation is that 
the officers did not file a report on 
the incident. 

The document says sustained 
means: “the investigation disclos-
es sufficient evidence to establish 
that the act occurred and that it 
constituted misconduct.” 

Commander Wade’s report says 
the department has this policy: “If 
an individual is restrained and 
released without an arrest, the 
office shall document the details 
of the detention and the need for 
handcuffs or other restraints.” 

Commander Wade said he 
could not say exactly what would 
happen to the remaining officer 
with the finding of misconduct 
but that the department has “a 

variety of measures ... to deal with 
officer misconduct including but 
not limited to re-training, formal 
letter of reprimand, suspension 
without pay, and termination.” 

One of the allegations investi-
gated and considered “not sus-
tained,” was that the officers did 
not use their body cameras to 
record their interaction with Mr. 
Winant. 

Commander Wade said 
although it is true that the inci-
dent was not recorded, at the 
time of the incident the depart-
ment’s policy said only that offi-
cers “should” record enforcement 
related contacts, but not that they 
“must” be recorded. That wording 
has since been changed, he said, 
and recording is now mandatory. 

The remainder of the camera 
policy says: “The camera should 
be activated prior to actual con-
tact with the citizen, or as soon 
as safely possible thereafter, and 
continue recording until the con-
tact is concluded.” 

Mr. Winant said that had the 
body cameras been turned on, the 
recording “would have sustained 
every element of my complaint.” A

Photo by Natalia Nazarova/The Almanac

Richard Winant, a 71-year-old 
Stanford researcher and Menlo 
Park resident, filed a complaint 
against the Atherton Police 
Department in March after he 
was handcuffed and detained 
before being released without 
charges.
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working to change the state of 
literacy in our community in 
several ways.
  More than 70 volunteers 
and adults are paired in the 
one-to-one tutoring program. 
As a result of increased lit-
eracy skills, these adults are 
securing new jobs, receiving 
promotions, pursuing their 
GED, enrolling in community 
college, and becoming United 
States citizens.
  Our adult English as a Sec-
ond Language (ESL) program 
held at Belle Haven Community 
School is a year-round program 
including a summer session.
  Our weekly ESL Conversa-
tion Club has been active for 
more than two years, giving 
new English speakers oppor-
tunity to practice group con-
versations in a non-threatening 
environment.

 With your support of Project 
Read- Menlo Park through the 
Almanac’s Holiday Fund, adults 
are able to improve their literacy 
skills so they can reach their full 
potential as parents, workers, 

lifelong learners and active 
members of the community. 
This builds a stronger Menlo 
Park for everyone. Our vision 
at Project Read is “Building Lit-
eracy, Building Community.”

PROJECT READ
continued from page 13

Paul Joseph Ziegler, physician, musician, gardener and 

devoted family man, died on Nov. 25th at age 84, after several 

years of declining health.   

He was born in Boston, Massachusetts to Mary and Arnold 

Ziegler on November 12, 1933. He attended Holy Cross College 

in Worcester, Massachusetts and Loyola Medical School in 

Chicago. He was a Menlo Park, California resident for 51 years.

Paul practiced pediatrics for 30 years. He completed his 

residency at Mercy Hospital in Chicago and went on to establish 

a private practice in Oak Park, Illinois. While on the attending 

staff at Presbyterian St. Luke’s Hospital in Chicago, he met his 

loving wife, Dr. Margaret Deanesly. They were married within 

a year and soon moved to the San Francisco Bay Area where he 

continued his practice as one of the first pediatricians at Kaiser 

Permanente in Santa Clara. Paul was drafted into the Navy in 

1966 and served during the Vietnam War as a Commander and 

Chairman of Pediatrics for the Naval hospital in Charleston, 

South Carolina. Paul and Margaret returned to Menlo Park in 

1968, each to practice medicine and raise their family. Margaret 

and Paul were very happily married for 54 years. 

He had the greenest of thumbs and loved to spend time 

in his rose gardens and caring for his greenhouses filled with 

orchids from around the world. He was also an avid reader of 

early American history. Paul was known in the community as a 

talented jazz drummer, marimba player, and trombonist through 

his membership in a number of local bands and orchestras.

All who knew Paul were struck by his patience and loving 

kindness. He was selfless and generous beyond compare. A man 

of few words but always profound and wonderful observations.

Above all of his intellectual and career accomplishments, his 

greatest joy came from caring for his wife and his two sons.

He is survived by his wife, Margaret; his two sons, Richard 

(wife Jackie) and John; his grandchild, Margaret; his sister, Mary 

Fockler; and numerous nieces and nephews. He is preceded in 

death by his two sisters, Martha and Ann and two brothers, 

Arnold and Albert. 

A memorial service will be held at Trinity Parish Episcopal 

Church in Menlo Park on Thursday, December 21st at 10:00 a.m.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Paul Ziegler, M.D., FACP
1933 – 2017

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
765 Portola Road

Portola Valley, CA 94028

In recognition of the  
Holiday Season

Portola Valley Town Hall
will be closed from

Monday, December 25, 2017 
through Monday, January 1, 2018

N E W S

 County prosecutors have add-
ed a fourth child, this one 5 years 
old, to the list of girls who claim 
to have been touched inappro-
priately by an Emerald Hills 
man who had been employed as 
an after-school coach at a San 
Carlos elementary school. The 
other reported victims are two 
6-year-old girls and a 7-year old.
 Hoang Kim Tran, 19, is in San 
Mateo County jail on a bail of 
$1 million and charged with five 
counts of lewd acts with children 
under the age of 14, District 
Attorney Steve Wagstaffe said.
 A former aide at Brittan Acres 
Elementary School in San Carlos, 
Mr. Tran has pleaded not guilty to 
all charges, prosecutors said. His 

next court appearance is sched-
uled for 9 a.m. Friday, Dec. 15, to 
set a date for a preliminary hear-
ing and to hear a motion by Mr. 
Tran’s attorney, Jeffrey Jackson, 
to reduce bail, prosecutors said.
 Mr. Jackson did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for 
comment.
 Brittan Acres school officials 
placed Mr. Tran on leave imme-
diately upon learning from detec-
tives of the alleged incidents. He 
was subsequently let go as an 
employee of the school district.
 The latest allegation came 
after a parent from the San Car-
los area brought her daughter to 
detectives with a claim that Mr. 
Tran, in July, had touched the 

girl on the buttock while at a 
summer camp where he worked, 
Mr. Wagstaffe said.
 When allegations of lewd acts 
with children involve more than 
one child under the age of 10, 
defendants face 15 years to life 
in prison, Mr. Wagstaffe said. 
If convicted, the offender must 
serve at least 12 years and will 
stay in prison until a parole board 
deems it safe for the offender to 
be released, Mr. Wagstaffe said.
 The allegations by the three 
girls earlier identified by detec-
tives involved activities at Brit-
tan Acres school in or around 
September 2017.
 The investigation is still “open,” 
Mr. Wagstaffe said. Anyone with 
information about the case should 
contact Detective Jesse Myers at 
650-363-4050 or jrmyers@smc-
gov.org. To make an anonymous 
tip, call 800-547-2700. 

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

M
atthew Emilio Coda, 
the Menlo Park man 
charged with possess-

ing child pornography images 
and arrested Nov. 27 as he stepped 
off a plane at the San Francisco 
International Airport, has had 
his bail restored, according to San 
Mateo County prosecutors.
 Mr. Coda had been in custody 
on $200,000 bail in connection 
with a felony charge that he had 
more than 3,500 images of child 
pornography on his computer. 
But on Nov. 30, District Attor-
ney Steve Wagstaffe reported 
a change to no-bail status in 
connection with a second felony 
charge against Mr. Coda, this 
one related to 17 pornographic 

images investigators found on an 
iPad in Mr. Coda’s possession. 
 In Mr. Wagstaffe’s report for 
Dec. 1, Mr. Coda’s bail is again 
listed as $200,000.
 When Mr. Coda left the plane, 
in addition to the iPad, he was 
also in possession of an iPhone 
and a laptop computer, prosecu-
tors said. Mr. Coda’s wife had 
helped investigators in unlock-
ing the iPad, and the Hills-
borough Police Department is 
providing forensics assistance 
to examine the laptop, but Mr. 
Coda’s iPhone remains locked, 
Mr. Wagstaffe said.
 Daniel Olmos, Mr. Coda’s 
attorney, said he had no com-
ment on his client’s arrest.
 The initial charge related to pos-
session of more than 3,500 images 
carries a maximum penalty of 

five years in prison. The second 
charge carries a maximum penal-
ty of three years in that there were 
fewer than 600 images involved, 
Mr. Wagstaffe said.
 The Sheriff ’s Office inves-
tigation of Mr. Coda began 
in September after a tech-
nically adept friend of Ms. 
Coda, at her request, examined 
her husband’s computer and 
found latent images of child 
pornography.
 The couple had been together 
for six years and married for 
three years and were consider-
ing adopting a child, Mr. Wag-
staffe said. According to prose-
cutors, Mr. Coda informed his 
wife of a prior child pornogra-
phy conviction; when she asked 
him whether he had images 
currently, he said he did not. A

Fourth girl says she was 
touched inappropriately

Bail restored in child porn case

These reports are from the 
Atherton Police Department and 
the San Mateo County Sheriff’s 
Office. Under the law, people 
charged with offenses are consid-
ered innocent unless convicted. 
Police received the reports on the 
dates shown.
WOODSIDE
Residential burglary: A burglar 
smashed a window of a house on 
Mountain Home Road and rum-
maged around inside, but it’s not 
known whether anything was sto-
len. Nov. 27.
LADERA
Fraud: Someone used the credit 
card number of a resident of Erica 
Way to go online in June and buy 
merchandise valued at $2,571.12. 
Nov. 30.
MENLO OAKS
Theft: A thief stole a package of 
silverware from a residential mail-
box in the 500 block of Bay Road. 
Estimated loss: $48. Nov. 22.

ATHERTON
Theft: Someone forced open two 
locking mailboxes on Fair Oaks Lane 
and stole mail. Mail was also taken 
from a non-locking mailbox on Fair 
Oaks. No estimate on losses. Dec. 4.
Fraud: A resident of Fair Oaks 
Lane told police that he’d lost his 
wallet and that credit cards inside 
had been used in the East Bay 
communities of San Leandro, San 
Lorenzo and Hayward. Dec. 4.
Traffic accidents:

 A bicyclist traveling south in the 
bike lane on Middlefield Road col-
lided with the side of a vehicle that 
had been traveling north and had 
made a left turn into a driveway 
during “heavy morning commute 
traffic.” Police don’t know if the 
cyclist was injured. Dec. 7.

 A vehicle traveling east on Glen-
wood Avenue attempted to turn left 
onto Middlefield Road when struck 
by a motorcyclist traveling west 
and crossing Middlefield from Lin-
den Avenue. Minor injuries, police 
said. Dec. 7.

 POLICE CALLS
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Theater
A Holiday Mashup: The Nutcracker at Fox 
Theatre Returning after its premiere at the 
Fox last year, “Hip-Hop Nutcracker” features 
17 hip-hop artists joined by dancers from 
Peninsula Ballet Theater. Dec. 15, 7 p.m. Fox 
Theatre, 2215 Broadway St., Redwood City. 
peninsulaballet.org/hiphop-nutcracker
Very Merry Dorktale Dragon Theatre per-
forms its own version of the classic holiday 
tale, “A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens. 
Dec. 15, 4:30-5:30 p.m. $10. Dragon Theatre, 
2120 Broadway St., Redwood City. Search 
dragonproductions.net/box-office/vbo-test.
html for more info.
Dragon Theatre presents: Walt & Hans 
are: FRIGID Dragon Theatre presents a 
retelling of Hans Christian Andersen’s “The 
Snow Queen.” Dec. 15, 10:30-11:30 p.m. $17, 
pre-sale; $20, at the door. Dragon Theatre, 
2120 Broadway St., Redwood City. Search 
dragonproductions.net/box-office/vbo-test.
html for more info.
Riekes Center Recital Students sing, 
show movies, share artwork and celebrate 
milestones. Snacks and refreshments. 
Dec. 21, 6:30 p.m. Free. The Riekes Center 
for Human Enhancement, Riekes Center, 
3455 Edison Way, Menlo Park. riekes.org/
workshops-special-events
TheatreWorks Presents “Around 
the World in 80 Days” A story set 
in the 1870s centered around adven-
turer Phileas Fogg and his valet. Through 
Dec. 31. Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 
Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto. theatreworks.
org/201718-season/201718-season/
around-the-world-in-80-days/

 
A comedic one-man show written by David 
Sedaris about holiday hype. Dec. 5-23. 
$20-$45; discounts available for students 
and subscribers. Lohman Theatre, 12345 
S. El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills. theatre-
works.org/201718-season/201718-season/
santaland-diaries/

Concerts 
A Chanticleer Christmas Stanford hosts 
Chanticleer, the a cappella male choir, found-
ed in 1978 in San Francisco. The group has 
sung alongside the New York Philharmonic. 
Dec. 13, 7:30-10 p.m. Memorial Church, 450 
Serra Mall, Stanford. Search facebook.com/
events for more info.
Hillview Jazz Collaboration Concert 
Menlo Park’s Hillview Middle School Music 
Department hosts its first Jazz Collaboration 
Concert with the La Entrada Middle School 
Jazz Band and Stanford Jazz Workshop’s 
Giant Steps Middle School Big Band. Hill-
view’s Lab and Jazz Band’s will also per-
form. Dec. 13, 7-8:30 p.m. Free, registration 
required. Hillview Middle School, 1100 Elder 
Ave., Menlo Park. Search eventbrite.com for 
more info.

 The SJW Alumni Big 
Band, Miles Ahead Combo and the Miles 
Ahead Big Band are featured in this jazz 
showcase directed by Ray Brown. Dec. 17, 
2-4 p.m. Dinkelspiel Auditorium, 471 Lagunita 

Drive, Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu 
for more info.
Brandi Carlile: Winter Acoustic Tour Sing-
er-songwriter comes to Stanford with longtime 
bandmates Tim and Phil Hanseroth (aka ìthe 
Twinsî) as part of their winter tour. Dec. 15, 
7:30 p.m. $15-$80. Stanford Memorial Audito-
rium, Stanford. Search facebook.com/events 
for more info.

Community
Children with No Place to Call Home This 
program will feature a filmed interview with 
Jennifer Herrera, director of the Colfax Com-
munity Network, an organization dedicated 
to serving children and families in Colorado. 
Participants will have an opportunity to 
discuss ways to address child homeless-
ness. Dec. 13, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Bethany, 1095 
Cloud Ave., Menlo Park. facebook.com/
LTCMenloPark

 features highlights 
from the Menlo Park Community Services 
Department’s best programs and classes of 
the year. Dec. 13, 7-9 p.m. Free-$5. Menlo-
Atherton Performing Arts Center, 555 Middle-
field Road, Atherton. Search eventbrite.com 
for more info. 
NFL Alumni Annual Toy Drive Collection 
drive for unwrapped toys or useful items 
for families of fallen military members. The 
NFL Alumni NorCal Chapter hosts event 
with former NFL players, military person-
nel, Gold Star families, first responders and 
local celebrities. Dec. 16, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Free, but please donate a new, unwrapped 
toy. Bruce Bosley NFL Alumni Building, 
1311 Madison Ave., Redwood City. nfla-
lumninoca.org

 Filmed interview 
with Amy Simpson, author of the book “Trou-
bled Minds.” Lifetree participants will discuss 
why a stigma is commonly attached to mental 
illness. Dec. 20, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Bethany, 1095 
Cloud Ave., Menlo Park. 

Family 
Hike with the Friends Family hike just long 
enough for the youngsters to burn off some 
pre-Christmas energy. Hike starts at the park-
ing lot just beyond the entrance kiosk and 
is about two miles. Hike takes place rain or 
shine. $6 parking fee. Dec. 17, 2-4 p.m. Free. 
Huddart Park, 1100 Kings Mountain Road, 
Woodside. huddartwunderlichfriends.org/
events/75-come-hike-with-the-friends

 is an interactive fam-
ily show of experiments, demonstrations and 
audience participation opportunities for chil-
dren and adults. Dec. 21, 7-8 p.m. Menlo Park 
Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo Park. Search 
menlopark.org/calendar.aspx for more info.

Dance 
 Menlowe 

Ballet presents a production inspired by the 
1940s Frank Capra film, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 
It’s set to the original Tchaikovsky score, with 
additional jazzy renditions from Duke Ellington. 
Fri.-Sat., Dec. 8-17, times vary. $28-$55; dis-
counts for seniors and children. Menlo-Ather-
ton Performing Arts Center, 555 Middlefield 
Road, Atherton. menloweballet.org

Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar  
to see more calendar listings

Submitting items for the Calendar
Go to AlmanacNews.com and see the Community Calendar 
module at the top right side of the page. Click on “Add your event.” If 
the event is of interest to a large number of people, also e-mail a press 
release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.
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Calendar

Photo courtesy Atherton Police Department

Shown here with the toy collection box in the lobby of the Atherton Police Department are, from left, 
dispatcher Antoinette Gutierrez, code enforcement officer Monica Diaz, reserve officer Martin Mijangos 
(kneeling), reserve officer TJ Boyle and officer David Gomez. 

 The Atherton Police Depart-
ment is collecting new, unwrapped 
toys for families at Selby Lane 
School through Monday, Dec. 18. 

Drop off toys and gift cards for 
kids ages 5 to 11 in the gift box in 
the Town Hall lobby at 91 Ashfield 
Road. For more information, con-
tact school resource officer David 
Gomez at dgomez@ci.atherton.
ca.us or call (650) 752-0509. 

Atherton is also collecting holi-
day cards to send to soldiers the 
town has “adopted,” members 
of B Company 1/506th Infantry, 
101st Airborne Division. Drop 
off cards at the police department 
front counter (dispatch office). 

Nativity tree lot
A Christmas tree lot, with 

proceeds from the sale of trees 
benefiting educational and extra-
curricular programs at Nativity 
School in Menlo Park, is open 
most days until Saturday, Dec. 

16, at the corner of Oak Grove 
Avenue and Laurel Street.

Oregon fir trees — Douglas, 
Nordmann, Grand and Noble firs 
— are available along with classic 
wreaths, candy-cane wreaths, 
Advent wreaths and garlands.

The lot is closed Mondays, but 
open on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
8 p.m., Sundays from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m., and Tuesdays through Fri-
days from 4 to 8 p.m. The lot closes 
at 5 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 16.

Payment by cash or local per-
sonal check is preferred, but 
Visa, MasterCard, American 
Express and Discover cards are 
also accepted.

Filoli
Filoli, the historic Woodside 

estate, has changed its holiday 
program. Among this year’s 
events, which run through Dec. 

23 (except Mondays), are:
  Visits from Santa:  Santa 
arrives at 10 a.m. every Saturday 
and is available for photos from 
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and on Fri-
day and Saturday evenings from 
5:30 p.m.  to 8 p.m. There will be 
family-friendly music and family 
activities on Saturdays. 

 Garden lights: Friday and 
Saturday evenings, from 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m., the sunken and walled 
garden will be lit up.

 Alcohol sales: Wine and beer 
will be sold in the Garden House 
throughout the season, and in the 
Quail’s Nest Cafe from 11 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Thursday-Sunday and 
from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 

Filoli will be open from 10 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. on Fridays and Satur-
days. The hours are 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on Sunday and from Tuesday 
through Thursday.

Go to Filoli.org for advance 
tickets, which are recommended.

Police collect toys for families

By Fiona Lempres
Sacred Heart third-grader

A
therton Mayor Mike 
Lempres recently read 
“How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas” and “The Little 
Drummer Boy” to students at 
the Stevens Library at Sacred 
Heart Schools. 

There was quite a crowd 
and when he read “The 
Little Drummer Boy” the 
entire audience sang the 

pa-rum-pum-pums-pums.
The event was part of the 

annual SHS Book Fair, which 
raises money for the library. 
SHS librarians Alison Anson 
and Madison Brown Moffitt 
were in charge of the event, 
and said they considered it an 
“incredible success.” 

SHS parents and kids rang-
ing from babies to adults went 
to the event to buy books, 
drink hot chocolate and lis-
ten to the mayor read.  Many 

wore their cutest Christmas 
pajamas. 

“It was a wonderful oppor-
tunity to read to so many stu-
dents who love books,” Mayor 
Lempres said. “We had so 
much fun and we raised money 
for a great cause. The families 
are really connected to their 
community and their school. 
Events like this are what makes 
living in our town so special.”

Fiona is the daughter of Mayor 
Mike Lempres.

Having hot chocolate with Atherton Mayor Mike

Photo by Stephanie Lempres

Atherton Mayor Mike Lempres reads holiday stories to students at 
Sacred Heart Schools’ recent book fair.

 BRIEFS
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THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

PALO ALTO    $23,495,000

215 Coleridge Avenue  |  6BD/4.5BA
Judy Citron  |  650.543.1206

BY APPOINTMENT

ATHERTON    $10,800,000

65 Selby Lane  |  7BD/8 & 3.5BA
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.888.4898

BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK    $5,998,000

415 Olive Street  |  4BD/6 & 2.5BA
Joe Parsons  |  650.279.8892

BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK    $3,950,000

1245 N Lemon Avenue  |  3BD/3BA
Michele Musy  |  650.323.3033

BY APPOINTMENT

PALO ALTO    $14,500,000

883 Robb Road  |  5BD/8 &2.5BA
Julie Tsai Law  |  650.799.8888

BY APPOINTMENT

ATHERTON    $9,350,000

58 Winchester Drive  |  5BD/5.5BA
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.888.4898

BY APPOINTMENT

PORTO
 VALLEY  |  $5,498,000

165 Fawn Lane  |  5bd/6ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.533.7373

BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK    $1,448,000

732 San Benito Avenue  |  3BD/2BA
Darlene Pylkkanen  |  650.868.2291

BY APPOINTMENT

ATHERTON    $12,900,000

102 Encinal Avenue  |  6bd/8ba
Zach Trailer  |  650.906.8008

BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK  |  $6,450,000

455 San Mateo Drive  |  5bd/7ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.533.7373

BY APPOINTMENT

WOODSIDE  |  $3,999,000

9 Summit Road  |  3bd/2ba
Loren Dakin  |  650.714.8662

BY APPOINTMENT

SAN BRUNO    $1,388,888

2965 Longview Drive  |  5BD/4BA
Mojgan Yeganian  |  650.644.5841

BY APPOINTMENT

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including

Menlo Park Menlo Park-Downtown 
650.462.1111 650.304.3100

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301  ·  Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

One-of-a-Kind Contemporary Retreat
135 Willowbrook Drive, Portola Valley

Offered at $6,850,000  ·  6 Beds  ·  6.5 Baths  ·  Home ±6,080 sf  ·  Lot ±1.4 acres

135willowbrook.com

Silicon Valley Estate 

$68,000,000  ·  LAHestate.com

215 Josselyn Lane, Woodside
$11,998,000  ·  215josselyn.com

Michael Dreyfus
650.485.3476

m.dreyfus@ggsir.com

CalBRE 01121795

Noelle Queen
650.485.3476

n.queen@ggsir.com

CalBRE 01917593

1250 Cañada Road, Woodside
$13,500,000  ·  1250canada.com

The Dreyfus Group
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Pacific Union Real Estate 
361 Lytton Avenue, Suite 200
Palo Alto, CA 94301

If all Real Estate Companies are the same, why 
are our results so different? It’s our People. 

Pacific Union Palo Alto
Welcomes Nicole Aissa as our Vice President

Nicole Aissa
Vice President, Palo Alto
650.743.9369
Nicole.Aissa@pacunion.com
License # 01960852



26 TheAlmanac AlmanacNews.com December 13, 2017

Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-467-6487. 
(Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW   
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
144 million U.S. Adults read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s highly competitive market? Gain 
an edge with California News Publishers 
Association new innovative website 
capublicnotice.com and check out the 
Smart Search Feature. For more informa-
tion call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release – the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

KC BUYS HOUSES   
FAST - CASH - Any Condition. Family 
owned & Operated . Same day offer! 
(951) 805-8661 WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.
COM (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
877-362-2401 (AAN CAN)

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY AFTER SALE

HIPPIE HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE

SAN ANTONIO HOBBY SHOP

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Massage for pain, senior care

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano  
Private piano lessons. In your home 
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years 
exp. 650/493-6950

Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.  
Most instruments, voice.  
All ages and levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of. 
Call 1-800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-743-1482 
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY

Plant trees 10¢/ea Change lives!

Processing Donations

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Toyota 2000 Tundra  
2000 Toyota Tundra Sr5 In a great shape, 
150k miles, 4x4, automatic, V8 Cyl. 
$1500. Call or text: 2092651393

202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED! Old Porsche  
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $ 
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE  
1-707- 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Mountain View High School Wear

Vintage Mountain View Mugs

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Fisher Price Jumper - $35

German Kitchen for 80% off  
European Kitchen Design 650-843-0754

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS  
from only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com  
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

New 2017-18 Free Events Calendar - 
$00.

Mind
& Body

405 Beauty Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE  
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. Order 
now! 1-844-703-9774. (Cal-SCAN)

425 Health Services
Got Knee Pain?  
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-
relieving brace -little or NO cost to you. 
Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline 
Now! 1-877-857-5229 (Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN  
Anytime. Anywhere! No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit: 1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub!   
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. Call  
1-800-799-4811 for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

Stop OVERPAYING  
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and International 
pharmacy, compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-855-397-6808 Promo Code 
CDC201725. (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
TECHNOLOGY  
Box, Inc. has the following job oppor-
tunity available in Redwood City, CA: 
Manager, Digital Marketing Analytics 
(VC-CA): Drive our Digital Marketing 
decisions using analytics to increase 
pipeline, generate more leads, and raise 
our brand recognition. Submit resume 
by mail to: Attn: People Operations, Box, 
Inc., 900 Jefferson Ave., Redwood City, 
CA 94063. Must reference job title and 
job code VC-CA.

TECHNOLOGY  
Box, Inc. has the following job oppor-
tunity available in Redwood City, CA: 
Software Engineer (HC-CA): Develop 
large scale web applications, mobile, 
and desktop applications that imple-
ment experiences and business logic 
required by customers in PHP, Ruby 
on Rails, Scala, Node.js, C/C++, C#, or 
Objective C. Submit resume by mail to: 
Attn: People Operations, Box, Inc., 900 
Jefferson Ave., Redwood City, CA 94063. 
Must reference job title and job code 
HC-CA. 

TECHNOLOGY  
Box, Inc. has the following job oppor-
tunity available in Redwood City, CA: 
Senior Software Engineer (MP-CA): 
Build highly usable, performant tools 
that optimize conversion and growth for 
platform users. Submit resume by mail 
to: Attn: People Operations, Box, Inc., 
900 Jefferson Ave., Redwood City, CA 
94063. Must reference job title and job 
code MP-CA.

560 Employment 
Information
AIRLINE CAREERS  
begin here – Get started by training 
as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 800-725-1563 
(AAN CAN)

Business
Services

624 Financial
Denied Credit??  
Work to Repair Your Credit Report With 
The Trusted Leader in Credit Repair. Call 
Lexington Law for a FREE credit report 
summary & credit repair consultation. 
855-620-9426. John C. Heath, Attorney 
at Law, PLLC, dba Lexington Law Firm. 
(AAN CAN)

Do you owe over $10,000   
to the IRS or State in back taxes? Our 
firm works to reduce the tax bill or zero 
it out completely FAST. Call now  
855-993-5796. (Cal-SCAN)

Social Security Disability?  
Up to $2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in 
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call Bill 
Gordon & Associates. 1-800-966-1904. 
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL., member TX/NM 
Bar. (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies! Call 
Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant 
in today’s hostile business climate? 
Gain the edge with California News 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

695 Tours & Travel
Tours, Vacation Packages  
and Travel Packages since 1952. 
Visit Caravan.com for details or call 
1-800-CARAVAN for catalog. (CalSCAN)

Home
Services

707 Cable/Satellite
Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV.  
Bundle & Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS 
Genie HD-DVR. $50/month for 2 Years 
(with AT&T Wireless.) Call for Other Great 
Offers! 1-866-249-0619 (Cal-SCAN)

Dish Network  
Satellite Television Services. Now Over 
190 channels for ONLY $49.99/mo! 
HBO-FREE for one year, FREE Installation, 
FREE Streaming, FREE HD. Add Internet 
for $14.95 a month. 1-800-373-6508 
(AAN CAN)

DISH Network. 190+ Channels.   
FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR. 
$49.99/month (24 mos).Add High Speed 
Internet - $14.95 (where avail.) CALL 
Today & SAVE 25%! 1-844-536-5233. 
(Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Silvia’s Cleaning  
We don’t cut corners, we clean them! 
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service 
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est. 
415/860-6988 

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean Ups 
*Irrigation timer programming.  
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242  
landaramon@yahoo.com

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

754 Gutter Cleaning
Roofs, Gutters, Downspouts  
cleaning. Work guar. 30 years exp. 
Insured. Veteran Owned. Jim Thomas 
Maintenance, 408-595-2759 
jimthomasmaintenance.com

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
& maintain the value of your home! Set 
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

Alex Peralta Handyman  
Kit. and bath remodel, int/ext. paint, 
tile, plumb, fence/deck repairs, foam 
roofs/repairs. Power wash. Alex,  
650-465-1821

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650-322-8325, phone calls 
ONLY.

STYLE PAINTING  
Full service interior/ext. Insured. Lic. 
903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering  
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
artificial turf. 41 yrs exp. No job too 
small. Lic #663703. 650/814-5572

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Mountain View, 2 BR/2 BA - $3500

805 Homes for Rent
Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA  
SFD,3BR/2BA great location  
(408)946-0858,(408) 930-2942.

Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!

INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-199

  FOR SALE 
200-299

  KIDS STUFF 
330-399

  MIND & BODY 
400-499
JOBS 
500-599 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
800-899
PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 
995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

No phone 
 number in the ad? 

GO TO  
FOGSTER.COM  

for contact 
information

It’s easy to Place your ad  
via the internet. just go to —  
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

YOU DON’T 
NEED IT, SELL IT IN THE 
ALMANAC 
MARKETPLACE

IF
fogster.com
Think Globally,

Post Locally.
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995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
EVOLVE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 275625  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Evolve, located at 8 Crocus Ct., Menlo 
Park, CA 94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
YVONNE FULCHIRON SCHMIDT 
8 Crocus Ct. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
BRIAN CHARLES SCHMIDT 
8 Crocus Ct. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: Married 
Couple.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 11/13/17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 13, 2017. 
(ALM Nov. 22, 29; Dec. 6, 13, 2017)

SARA’S MASSAGE THERAPY, INC. 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 275581  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Sara’s Massage Therapy, Inc., located at 
1285 Bay Laurel Drive, Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
SARA’S MASSAGE THERAPY, INC. 
1285 Bay Laurel Drive 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
California 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 2/20/15. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 7, 2017. 
(ALM Nov. 22, 29; Dec. 6, 13, 2017)

SULTANA 
SULTANA MEDITERRANEAN 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 275633  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
1.) Sultana, 2.) Sultana Mediterranean, 
located at 1149 El Camino Real, Menlo 
Park, CA 94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
MENMET KARACUBAN 
1851 Idyllwild Ave. 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 12-27-2005. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 13, 2017.  
(ALM Nov. 22, 29, Dec. 6, 13, 2017)

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
SERVICES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 275747  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Residential & Commercial Building 
Services, located at 782 Hamilton Ave., 
Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ANTONIO NORIEGA 
782 Hamilton Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 

fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

650.245.1845

LEHUA GREENMAN
"Life is not 

measured by 
the number  
of breaths  
you take, 
but by the 
moments  
that take  

your breath 
away."

 

TRADITION OF  
TRUST 

WENDI 
Selig Aimonetti 

845 Out of Area
NORTHERN AZ WILDERNESS  
RANCH $215 MONTH - Quiet secluded 
42 acre off grid ranch set amid scenic 
mountains and valleys at clear 6,500’. 
Borders hundreds of acres of BLM lands. 
Near historic pioneer town and large 
fishing lake. No urban noise & dark sky 
nights amid pure air and AZ’s best year 
round climate. Evergreen trees/meadow 
blends with sweeping views across 
uninhabited wilderness landscapes. 
Self-sufficiency quality loam garden soil, 
abundant groundwater and free well 
access. Maintained road to property. 
Camping & RV’s ok. $25,900, $2,590 
down. Free brochure with additional 
property descriptions, maps photos, 
weather chart & area info. 1st United 
Realty 800.966.6690. (CalSCAN)

name(s) listed above on 6/21/11. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 28, 2017. 
(ALM Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2017)

COFFEEBAR MENLO PARK 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 275641  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Coffeebar Menlo Park, located at 1149 
Chestnut St., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County; Mailing address 10120 
Jibboom St., #101, Truckee, CA 96161. 
Registered owner(s): 
COFFEEBAR MENLO PARK LLC 
10120 Jibboom St. #101 
Truckee, CA 96161 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 11/14/17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 14, 2017. 
(ALM Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2017)

CAN CAN CLEANSE 
CAN CAN NUT MILK 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 275623  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
1.) CAN CAN Cleanse, 2.) CAN CAN Nut 
Milk, located at 250 S. Maple Ave., Suite 
D, South San Francisco, CA 94080, San 
Mateo County; Mailing address: 305 W. 
Broadway #114, New York, NY 10013.  
Registered owner(s): 
CAN CAN HEALTH & WELLNESS LLC 
305 W. Broadway #114 
New York, NY 10013 
CALIFORNIA 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 11/14/2012. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 13, 2017. 
(ALM Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2017)

PALM VILLAS REDWOOD CITY 
PALM VILLAS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 275882  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
1.) Palm Villas Redwood City, 2.) Palm 
Villas, located at 1931 Woodside Road, 
Redwood, City, CA 94061, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
FOREVER YOUNG ASSISTED LIVING, INC. 
1931 Woodside Road 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
California  
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 2008. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on December 5, 2017. 
(ALM Dec. 13, 20, 27, 2017; Jan. 3, 2018)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 17CIV05160  
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
Petitioner: KAREN LYNN RUSSELL filed 
a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows: 
KAREN LYNN RUSSELL to CAREN LYNN 
RUSSELL.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: December 27, 
2017, 9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior 
Court of California, County of San 
Mateo, located at 400 County Center, 
Redwood City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: THE 
ALMANAC 
Date: November 15, 2017 
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Nov. 29; Dec. 6, 13, 20, 2017)
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Top 1% Nationwide
Over $1 Billion Sold
Top US Realtor, The Wall Street Journal
#1 Agent, Coldwell Banker–Woodside

650.740.2970
edemma@cbnorcal.com

erikademma.com License# 01230766

GORGEOUS

29 EUGENIA LANE – PENDING SALE

• Just completed contemporary 
renovation

• Private setting on 1+ acres

$4,595,000  |  29Eugenia.com

REMARKABLE

307 OLIVE HILL LANE

• Stunning country estate in 
premier setting

• Over 3 acres with exceptional views

$10,995,000  |  307OliveHill.com

Co-list with Hugh Cornish

STUNNING

618 MANZANITA WAY

• Quintessential Woodside lifestyle

• 2.6 acres of luxury in a 
gorgeous setting

$6,795,000  |  618Manzanita.com

EXTRAORDINARY

3970 WOODSIDE ROAD

• Exceptional home perfect for 
entertaining

• Approximately 2 acres with vineyard, 
outdoor kitchen, dining terrace

$8,495,000  |  3970WoodsideRoad.com

The Gift of Woodside


