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Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

WOODSIDE    $12,995,000

310 Kings Mountain Road  |  4bd/4.5ba
Diane Rothe  |  650.787.9894

License #00974243

WOODSIDE    $4,850,000

153 Marva Oaks Drive  |  Land
Q. Grimm/D. Chesler  |  650.400.7879

License #01405453/License #00675583

HALFMOON BAY    $2,795,000

930 Railroad Avenue  |  4bd/3ba
Heidi Johnson  |  650.868.3714

License #00379463

LOMA MAR    $8,888,000

8140 Pescadero Creek Road  |  Land
Q. Grimm/ D. Chesler  |  650.400.7879

License #01405453/License #00675583

PORTO
 VALLEY    $3,590,000

155 Cherokee Way  |  4bd/3ba
Dean Asborno  |  650.255.2147

License #01274816


 HONDA    $795,000

14405 Pescadero Rd  |  3bd/2ba
Wayne Rivas  |  650.740.5746

License #01055861

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Woodside 650.529.1111

THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL



January 17, 2018 AlmanacNews.com TheAlmanac 3

Tom LeMieux

650.465.7459

tom@lemieuxRE.com

License #01066910

Jennifer Bitter Liske

650.308.4401

jennifer@lemieuxRE.com

License #01847627

For virtual tour on these properties, please visit lemieuxRE.com

369 Fletcher Drive 
ATHERTON

New Contemporary California Estate

$18,750,000

For more information, visit 369FletcherDr.com

» Dramatic, new, light-filled 

contemporary home

» Premier westside 

location that combines 

serenity with 

convenience

» 7 bedroom suites and  

3 half-baths

» Pool house with full 

kitchen and bath

» Approximately 11,800 

total square feet 

» Library, office, recreation 

room, den, fitness center, 

theatre, wine cellar, and 

bar

» Pool and spa, fire pit,  

and vast level lawn

» Approximately 1.06 acres 

» Excellent Las Lomitas 

schools

By Appointment Only 

Ranked #172 Team Nationally, The Wall Street Journal, 2017

Over $2 billion in sales since 1998

lemieuxRE.com            @lemieuxRE    

COMING SOON COMING SOON

101 Alma Street #503 PALO ALTO

2 bedrooms, 2 baths, approximately 1,216 square feet; 
renovated condo in downtown Palo Alto

OFFERED AT $1,998,000

 Eleanor Drive WOODSIDE

4 bedrooms, 4 baths;
modern farmhouse on over one-half acre;  

Menlo Park schools

PRICE UPON REQUEST

Greer Road PALO ALTO

3 bedrooms, 2 baths, renovated Eichler

PRICE UPON REQUEST

Loucks Avenue LOS ALTOS

4 bedrooms, 2 baths, renovated in north Los Altos

PRICE UPON REQUEST



4 TheAlmanac AlmanacNews.com January 17, 2018

Serving Menlo Park,  
Atherton, Portola Valley,  

and Woodside for over 50 years

The Almanac  is published  

every Wednesday at  

3525 Alameda De Las Pulgas,  

Menlo Park, CA 94025 

  Newsroom: (650) 223-6525 

Newsroom Fax: (650) 223-7525

  Email news and photos with captions 

to: Editor@AlmanacNews.com

  Email letters to:  

letters@AlmanacNews.com

  Advertising: (650) 854-2626  

Advertising Fax: (650) 223-7570

  Classified Advertising: (650) 854-0858 

  Submit Obituaries:  

www.almanacnews.com/obituaries

NEWSROOM

Editor   

Renee Batti (223-6528)

Staff Writers  

Dave Boyce (223-6527),  

Kate Bradshaw (223-6588) 

Barbara Wood (223-6533)

Contributors  Jane Knoerle, 

Marjorie Mader, Kate Daly

Special Sections Editor  

Linda Taaffe (223-6511)

Photographer   

Michelle Le (223-6530)

DESIGN & PRODUCTION

Marketing and Creative Director  

Shannon Corey (223-6560)

Design and Production Manager  

Kristin Brown (223-6562)

Designers Linda Atilano, Rosanna Kuruppu, 

Paul Llewellyn, Talia Nakhjiri, Doug Young

ADVERTISING

Vice President Sales and Marketing 

Tom Zahiralis (223-6570)

Display Advertising Sales  

Caitlin Wolf (223-6508)

Real Estate Manager  

Neal Fine (223-6583)

Legal Advertising   

Alicia Santillan (223-6578)

ADVERTISING SERVICES

Advertising Services Lead 

Blanca Yoc (223-6596)

Sales & Production Coordinators 

Kevin Legarda (223-6597), Diane Martin 

(223-6584), Toni Villa (223-6582)

The Almanac (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370) 
is published every Wednesday by Embarcadero 
Media, 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo 
Park, CA 94025-6558. Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Menlo Park, CA and at additional mailing 
offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of general 
circulation for San Mateo County, The Almanac is 
delivered free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, 
Portola Valley and Woodside. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to the Almanac, 3525 
Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
6558. Copyright ©2018 by Embarcadero Media, 
All rights reserved. Reproduction without 
permission is strictly prohibited.

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, 
of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 
94028 and the Woodside portion of 
94062, call 854-2626.

The Almanac is qualified by decree of the 
Superior Court of San Mateo County to publish 
public notices of a governmental and legal 
nature, as stated in Decree No. 147530, issued 
October 20, 1969. Subscriptions are $60 for one 
year and $100 for two years. Go to AlmanacNews.
com/circulation.

Established 1965

ARE YOU READY FOR A  
COMMUNITY WIDE DISASTER?  

Recent disasters in Napa and Ventura should  
remind us to be prepared!

FREE Disaster Preparedness Classes are now available and sponsored by 
the Menlo Fire District Community Crisis Management Program.
These classes are available for you, your family and friends at your home,  

church or school, or for corporate group presentations.  

In addition, CERT Basic (Community Emergency Response Team),  
a 3-day academy for community disaster response, will be offered on  
January 27, February 17 and March 17

Join community members in life-like disaster simulated training at the:

East Palo Alto Community Disaster Drill (March 10)
Menlo Park (June 23)

Atherton (September 8)

For more information contact  

The first step  
in planning your 
weekend starts 

here

• Music

• Eating out
• Movies

• Fun & free
• Art exhibits

• Theater

•  Lectures  
& learning

The weekly 
email  

with tips and 
insights  

about hot 
events  

and cool 
activities 

SIGN UP AT
www.AlmanacNews.com/

express/weekend

Presented by

HCO#414700023info@careindeed.com

ike to express my appreciation and gratitude for the intelligent and 
supportive care and assistance that your caregivers had provided for my loved
one during his most difficult and final period at home. In my experience, the
level of kindness and wholehearted caring attention he received from your 
caregivers is rarely found among knowledgeable personnel. For my own part, 
the confidence she inspired allowed  
me to get much needed sleep while  

she was on duty. Thank you for 
sending them to us.” Sheila H.

(650) 328-1001 • www.careindeed.com  •  890 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025

“I would l
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M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y

Local News
By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

F
or the past three years, 
Filoli has been celebrating 
its 100th birthday, allow-

ing the celebration to stretch out 
because it took years to build the 
Woodside estate and gardens 
now owned by the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation.

As Filoli has entered its second 
century, many changes on the 
historic estate have been put in 
place, from extending operat-
ing hours to revising marketing 
in an attempt to attract more 
families and residents of a wider 
geographic area. The property 
is now being marketed for event 
rentals.

The way volunteers are used 
and managed has also completely 
changed. The estate has more 
employees and fewer volunteers 
than in the past, and volunteers 
have been barred from many of 
the jobs they previously did. 

One more recent change at 
Filoli is who works there.

Since Kara Newport became 
Filoli’s executive director in 
September 2016, at least nine 
longtime employees have been 
fired or quit their Filoli jobs, 
with several others hired by Ms. 
Newport leaving within months 
of their hiring. 

It’s a rate of turnover nearing 
20 percent for an organization 
Ms. Newport says now has 
the equivalent of 64 full-time 
employees. 

Among those who have left are: 
17-year veteran Cathy Rampley, 
the education program admin-
istrator; 10-year veteran Linda 
Fujimoto, the retail manager and 
buyer for Filoli’s gift and garden 
shop and Holiday Traditions; 
10-year veteran Beth Lau, the 
marketing manager; nine-year 

veterans Gina Rossi, the visitor 
services lead, Christina Syrett, 
the public relations head, and 
Donna Kenison, the manager of 
member and volunteer services; 
three-year veteran Alyssa Gillo-
oley, the administrative assistant 
to the executive director and 
board; and garden shop employ-
ees Ann Harara (eight years) and 
Nancy Hoffacker (10 years).

Employees hired during Ms. 
Newport’s tenure who have 
already come and gone: Lori 
Stone, who was director of exter-
nal relations for six months; and 

Kevin Hall, who was supervi-
sor of visitor services for two 
months.

Four of the women who have 
left filed a lawsuit alleging viola-
tions of employment law.

Behind the departures
In late December, Filoli and 

four former employees who had 
left within six months of Ms. 
Newport’s hiring reached a con-
fidential settlement to the lawsuit 
filed by the women.

Both the women’s attorney 
and Ms. Newport said they 
could say nothing other than 

that the suit was settled to both 
parties’ “mutual satisfaction.” 
The former employees claimed 
age discrimination and other 
employment-related violations. 

While the settlement is confi-
dential, a lot of information about 
what happened to the employees 
is not. That’s because Filoli 
decided to appeal when it was 
ordered to pay unemployment 
benefits to three of the women. 
Recordings of the appeals hear-
ings with three administrative 
law judges, and all the evidence 
entered in the hearings, are pub-
lic records, which the Almanac 

obtained through a California 
Public Records Act request. All 
testimony was given under oath.

Filoli appealed the rulings 
awarding unemployment ben-
efits to Linda Fujimoto, Alyssa 
Gillooley and Donna Kenison. 
In some of the cases, Filoli filed 
multiple appeals, but in the end 
the women all received benefits. 
Three different administrative 
law judges found that each wom-
an had either been fired without 
cause or had voluntarily left for 
good cause. 

What’s behind former Filoli employees’ departures?

Do old editors ever really retire? 
“I will be keeping an eye on The 
Almanac and offering my help 
where I can,” says Richard Hine, 
who after nearly 30 years as The 
Almanac’s editor has retired, 
effective this month.

Soon, he’ll be “keeping an 
eye” on the newspaper he has 
overseen for all these years from 
a Southern California perch. He 
and his wife, former Almanac 
advertising manager Jennifer 
Brown Hine, plan to move south 
to be close to family. 

Hired as managing editor in 
1988, Mr. Hine has been at the 
helm of the community paper 
for well over half its existence, 
and for the entirety of its online 

life at AlmanacNews.com. The 
creation of three Portola Valley 
women who wanted better cov-
erage of local schools, issues and 
people of the community, the 
newspaper was born in 1965 as 
the Country Almanac.

In his three decades at the paper, 
Mr. Hine has not wavered in his 
effort to meet the founders’ goal 
of keeping residents of the com-
munities served by The Almanac 
well informed, leading a team of 
journalists who cover city halls, 
schools, businesses and much more 
in Menlo Park, Portola Valley, 
Woodside and Atherton.

“Richard has epitomized what 
every community needs from a 
local newspaper editor,” said Bill 

Johnson, president and CEO of 
Embarcadero Media, which has 
owned The Almanac since 1993. 
“He cares intensely about getting 
the facts right, being fair to news 
sources and mentoring younger 
journalists.

“He has helped to break many 
important stories over the years 
and has supported reporters’ 
efforts to make sure local gov-
ernment agencies and schools 
operate with transparency, often 
when they would prefer not to,” 
Mr. Johnson said.

“His attention to detail and 
to everything going on in The 
Almanac’s circulation area is 
legendary. The Almanac and its 
readers have been blessed to have 

Richard editing the paper for 
the last 30 years, as have dozens 
of young reporters who became 
outstanding journalists under 
his guidance.”

Renee Batti, who began her 
tenure at The Almanac in 1991 
and has served as associate editor 
until this month, has stepped into 
the editor’s position.

“There was never a question 
that Richard’s successor would 
be The Almanac’s longtime 
associate editor, Renee Batti,” 
Mr. Johnson said. “Renee has 
worked as a reporter and editor 
at The Almanac for the last 26 
years and has been a big part of 

Wrapping up 30-year run, Richard Hine says farewell

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Kara Newport, right, and Filoli’s head curator Julie DeVere set up decorations in Filoli’s dining room 
in November. There has been major turnover of Filoli’s employees since Ms. Newport came to Filoli in 
September 2016.

See FILOLI LAWSUIT, page 18

See RETIREMENT, page 7

Related story
Change is hard: Filoli enters its 
second century, but some long for 
the past | Page 16

‘Staff no longer has the 
extra pep in its step. 
We’re just afraid to 
comment one way  

or another.’
FILOLI EMPLOYEE

Almanac Public Records Act request yields 
insights on employee fear and turmoil

Almanac file photo

Richard Hine has led The 
Almanac’s news team since 1988.
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he applications may have 
come in last-minute, but 
they came in. 

By a 5 p.m. Jan. 8 deadline, 
the city received 29 applications 
to serve on a committee to help 
draw Menlo Park’s first voting 
district boundaries, according to 
Menlo Park Interim City Clerk 
Clay Curtin. 

Two days earlier, the city had 

received only four applications, he 
said. 
 The city of Menlo Park must 
decide how to split the city’s popu-
lation up into voting districts 
before the next election or may 
face a lawsuit. The city received a 

letter in August threatening a suit, 
alleging the city violates the Cali-
fornia Voting Rights Act because 
its at-large voting system makes it 
harder for minority candidates to 
be elected.
 The applicants are: Carolyn 

Bowsher, Charles “CJ” Jameson, 
Honor Huntington, Horace  Nash, 
J. Michael Gullard, Jennifer Michel, 
Joan Westley, John Wallace, Kar-
en Barrett Moore, Karen Zak, 
Katie Cage, Ken Doninger, Lorri 
Holzberg, Mark Heim, Michael 
Hoff, Michael Perez, Michael Paul 
Cohen, Nancy Collins, Nicholas 
Corsano, Nicholas Taylor, Noria 
Zasslow, R. Todd Johnson, Sam 
Wright, Stephen Walter, Sylvia 
Smullin, Tim Rochte, Valerie Bel-
lofatto-Ambwani, William Nack 
and Yvonne Murray. 

Selecting the committee
 Next, the applicants will be 
vetted for eligibility. They must 
meet a number of state-mandated 
requirements and city-imposed 
rules intended to promote impar-
tiality and discourage gerryman-
dering in the district boundary-
drawing process. 
 To be eligible for the com-
mittee, an applicant must be a 
current resident of Menlo Park 
and have lived in Menlo Park for 
at least the past five years; must 
be a registered voter; and must 
have voted in two of the last 
three Menlo Park City Council 
elections — unless the person 
was not eligible to vote because 

of age or citizenship.
 Applicants cannot have served 
in or run for an elective office in 
the city, or been an officer, paid 
consultant or donor of more than 
$500 to a City Council campaign 
in the past eight years.
 While serving on the commit-
tee, members may not campaign 
for or run for office, and for four 
years afterward, cannot accept 
an appointment to be on a city 
board, committee or commission, 
among other restrictions.
 To create a committee that’s 
both fair and representative of the 
community, three vetted appli-
cants will be chosen randomly 
and tasked with choosing the 
other six members of the com-
mittee from among the other 
applicants, with a focus on getting 
a range of people with geographic, 
racial and age diversity on the 
committee. 
 A meeting to appoint commit-
tee members has been tentatively 
scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 20. 
 Others who wish to participate 
in the process can submit their 
own district boundary recom-
mendations by drawing a map on 
paper or online. 
 Go to menlopark.org/district-
elections for more information.  A

N E W S

STEVE GRAY  CalBRE #01498634 

650.743.7702  |  info@HelpRealtor.com

What is Your 
Home Worth?

Introducing  
technology

assisted and  
local Realtor  
influenced

home valuations
with on-point  

accuracy

To Learn More, Visit:
www.HelpRealtor.com

THE GREAT
 VACATION

SALE
2018

Limited Time | Now through Feb 2!

Pack your bags for Menlo Park’s 
premier vacation savings event.

www.froschvacations.com/gvs

FROSCH MENLO PARK
825 Santa Cruz Avenue

Menlo Park, CA
CST#2079194

Call today for 
2018’s best cruise 
and vacation deals!

(650) 941-5840

Call today for 
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29 apply for Menlo Park district advisory committee

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
here’s a lot more than a 
fire services fiscal review 
(See Page 8) on the agen-

da of the Atherton City Council 
when it meets on Wednesday, 
Jan. 17. The agenda also includes 
Caltrain poles, civic center trees, 
false alarms, a business tax and 
safety improvements for the 
El Camino Real/Selby Lane 
intersection. 

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. in 
the town’s council chambers, 94 
Ashfield Road. 

Among the items on the 
agenda are:

 A report on the number of 
false alarms the Atherton Police 
Department responds to each 
year. Chief Steve McCulley has 
recommended that residents 
start paying an annual alarm 
registration fee and a $200 fine 
for all false alarms beyond the 
first each year. 

The chief ’s report says that 
from January 2016 to Novem-
ber 2017 the police department 
received 4,599 false alarm calls. 
The department was able to 
determine that about half the 
calls were false alarms with-
out responding. But ones they 

did respond to took up the 
equivalent of 13 months of one 
full-time police officer doing 
nothing but responding to false 
alarms, at an approximate cost 
of over $136,000, the chief ’s 
report says. 

More discussion of Cal-
train’s electrification poles. The 
town sent a letter in December 
asking Caltrain to change its 
plans for some of the poles that 
will soon be placed to support 
the electric wires needed to run 
electric locomotives. But Cal-
train responded that the town’s 
request will mean removing a 
tree on private property and 
reducing the landscape buffer of 
three other homes at a cost of at 
least $200,000.

Caltrain asked the town to use 
that information to reconsider 
its request that five planned 
45.5-foot poles be replaced with 
10 36-foot poles. The council 
will also consider if it wants 
green, brown, yellow or galva-
nized poles in the train station 
area. All other poles will be 
green.

Discussion of, and recom-
mendations on, alternatives for 
the El Camino Real/Selby Lane 

Poles, trees, alarms, tax on 
Atherton agenda Wednesday 

The city of Menlo Park must decide how to 
split the city’s population up into voting districts 
before the next election or may face a lawsuit. 

See ATHERTON, page 8
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N E W S

2018

M O D E R N  V O I C E S  O F   

CONSERVATION

Gina McCarthy 
Feb. 13, 2018 

Winona LaDuke 
March 20, 2018

Learn how the natural world has inspired  
the work of these amazing thinkers and doers. 

For tickets and more visit
OpenSpaceTrust.org/Lectures

JANUARY 2018 REAL ESTATE  
UPDATE WITH  

MANDY MONTOYA
Happy New Year!

Mandy Montoya
REAL ESTATE

Phone: (650) 823-8212
mmontoya@apr.com

License: 01911643
ALAIN PINEL REALTORS

Looking back at the close of 2017, December saw the typical holiday slow 
down with fewer listings than previous months and, with the exception of 
Woodside, fewer to a flat number of listings than the same month last year.  
Of note, Woodside saw 10 homes close escrow in December, absorbing 
some of the inventory that’s been sitting for several months – perhaps a 
sign that buyers for Woodside are finally recognizing its inherent value. 
Inventory is very tight in all of our communities and prices are predicted to 
continue to rise. Contact me if you’re thinking of buying or selling a home.

December 2016 December 2017

# of Active/  
# of Sold Homes

Average  
Sales Price

# of Active/  
# of Sold Homes

Average 
Sales Price

Atherton 13/11 $9,981,636* 14/2 $4,180,000*

Woodside 12/5 $2,788,600 20/10 $2,967,300

Portola Valley 13/11 $2,758,833 4/5 $4,797,000*

Menlo Park 21/23 $2,085,408 13/29 $2,721,198

*Very Small Sample sizes

the paper’s success. 
“She has worked side-by-side 

with Richard to guide the paper’s 
coverage and oversee its reporters, 
and while she will make her own 
imprint on The Almanac, read-
ers need not fear that a change 
in editors will bring a change in 
the paper’s dedication to in-depth 
coverage of what makes our com-
munity so unique.”

Reflecting on his long run at the 
newspaper, Mr. Hine recalled that 
when he began his tenure at The 
Almanac, he also reported on the 
town of Atherton, “and greatly 
enjoyed it.” Back then, “we wrote 
stories on a manual typewriter, 

which I also loved, and the stories 
were set by a typesetter,” he said.

Under his leadership, The 
Almanac won many awards from 
the California Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association, including gen-
eral excellence and public service 
honors. In the latter category, The 
Almanac took a first-place award 
for its in-depth reporting project 
calling attention to what one 
legislator called “the ticking time 
bomb” of the high future costs of 
paying for public employee pen-
sions, Mr. Hine noted. He added 
that The Almanac was “way out 
front” in reporting on the issue 
when it was a little-known threat 
to the financial stability of govern-
ment agencies.

“I am so grateful to have been 

able to work for The Almanac 
for nearly 30 years,” Mr. Hine 
said last week. “I greatly appreci-
ate the contributions of so many 
people, in the community and 
on the staff, too numerous to 
mention, who have kept this 
enterprise going.

“While The Almanac has a deep 
history in the community, going 
back to 1965, the thing to focus 
on now, and always, is the future: 
how we can continue to share use-
ful and interesting information 
necessary for a successful com-
munity. The new editor, Renee 
Batti, who is really a veteran 
editor at The Almanac, is open to 
your ideas and contributions.

“Here’s to the next 50 years of 
The Almanac.” A

RETIREMENT
continued from page 5

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

D
on Brawner, a longtime 
advocate for for slow 
growth in Menlo Park, 

died Dec. 10 at age 84.
A memorial 

service is set 
for Jan. 27 at 
the Menlo Park 
City Coun-
cil Chambers 
(701 Laurel St.), 
followed by a 
reception at the 
Arrillaga Rec-
reation Center.

Known for his jeremiads 
opposing “Manhattanizing” 
Menlo Park and turning it into a 
“concrete canyon,” Mr. Brawner 
was for several decades a vocal 
and reliable opponent of devel-
opment in Menlo Park in the 
City Council Chambers. He also 
served on the city’s transporta-
tion and housing commissions.

“His strength was sabotaging 
any project,” said Brielle Johnck, 
a proponent of the 2014 slow-
growth voter initiative Mea-
sure M that Mr. Brawner also 
favored. “There was nothing he 
supported.”

Patti Fry, also a slow-growth 
advocate in Menlo Park, recalls 
him as “quite an institution.”

“I saw him mostly oriented 
toward caring about the qual-
ity of life,” she said. “He loved 
Menlo Park and loved our com-
munity and he was just very pas-
sionate about what he thought 
was best for it and us.” 

Anyone who knew Don, said 
his wife Julianne Brawner, 
would say, “Yes, he was quite 
the character.”

“He was a very smart man, 
and it was hard to get to know 
him,” Ms. Brawner said. “The 
guy didn’t want people to know 

how sweet and vulnerable he 
could be. That’s my guess.”

Don Juan Brawner was born 
in Wichita, Kansas, in 1933 and 
moved to San Francisco when he 
was 10. He graduated from Lin-
coln High School and San Fran-
cisco State University, where he 
was president of the Sigma Pi 
Sigma fraternity for a term. 

Following college, he served 
in the Army and Air Force 
Reserve and attended graduate 
school for business. He worked 
in the real estate and insurance 
industries. 

He and Ms. Brawner met 
in San Francisco in February 
1967. By May, they had plans to 
marry. “We met and married 
very quickly in the Summer of 
Love,” Ms. Brawner said. “It 
was one of those very whirlwind 
romances.” 

 Even in his older years, Ms. 
Fry said, it was evident that Mr. 
Brawner loved his wife. “He’d 
just sparkle when they were 
together,” she said.  

The couple moved to Menlo 
Park in 1973, and their son 
DJay was born in 1981. They 
purchased a 10-unit apartment 
building at the corner of Wil-
low Road and Waverley Street 
in Menlo Park’s Linfield Oaks 
neighborhood, and Mr. Brawn-
er managed it throughout his 
career. 

In 1987, Mr. Brawner took on 
the role of slow-growth crusader 
when a development near St. 
Patrick’s Seminary was pro-
posed that would have included 
housing, a skilled nursing facil-
ity and a convenience store.
 “Back in the day, it was just 
a scruffy band of residents, 
and not even that big a band of 
residents. We got out there and 
papered the neighborhoods,” 
Ms. Brawner said. 
 Ultimately, the so-called 

residentialists won through a 
voter referendum, and the devel-
opment was defeated, she said.

In the years following, Mr. 
Brawner grew more involved in 
City Council campaigns, and 
spoke often against develop-
ments, particularly of below-
market-rate housing. 

According to former mayor 
Steve Schmidt, Mr. Brawner 
was a “steadfast protector of 
his vision for a static suburban 
environment,” and his voice 
of opposition extended to a 
number of public proposals at 
the Civic Center, including a 
new children’s center, an under-
crossing of the Caltrain tracks, 
a skate park and bigger playing 
fields. 

“He never let his guard down,” 
Mr. Schmidt said. 

“If you were a developer, you 
didn’t like Don Brawner,” Ms. 
Brawner said. 

When he wasn’t railing against 
development at City Council 
meetings, Ms. Brawner said, 
Don Brawner kept up his health 
with a routine of daily exercise 
at the Y, followed by a milkshake 
at either McDonald’s or Jack in 
the Box. He also enjoyed playing 
and coaching soccer, dancing 
and golf. 

Mr. Brawner is survived by his 
wife, Julianne, son DJay (Alexis), 
granddaughter Brixton, broth-
er-in-law Don (Joyce) Schwegel, 
and nieces and nephews. 

A private burial at Golden 
Gate National Ceremony was 
held. The Jan. 27 memorial 
service will be held at 4 p.m. 
in the Menlo Park City Coun-
cil Chambers (701 Laurel St.), 
followed by a reception at the 
Arrillaga Recreation Center.
 Donations may be made to the 
Salvation Army, Peninsula 
Humane Society or Alzheimer’s 
research. A

Don Brawner, Menlo Park advocate 
for slow growth, dies at age 84 
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
study of the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District 
shows that services pro-

vided by the fire district to 
Atherton cost less than half 
the property tax revenue it 
receives from the town’s prop-
erty owners.

Commissioned by the town 
of Atherton, the Matrix Con-
sulting study, which will be 
reviewed by the City Council 
when it meets on Wednesday, 
Jan. 17, was released on Jan. 
11. It shows that the district 
receives an annual operating 
subsidy from Atherton prop-
erty owners of more than $7 
million in tax revenue. 

The study, which the town 
has emphasized was not look-
ing at the quality of service 
provided by the fire district, 
investigated how much the dis-
trict spends providing services 
to Atherton and how much it 
receives in property tax rev-
enue from Atherton residents. 

It also looked at what it 
might cost for the town to 
contract out its fire services 
or form its own municipal fire 
department. 

A letter the city manager 
proposes be sent to Atherton 
residents about the study, which 
is included as part of the Jan. 
17 meeting materials, notes 
that the town “believes that the 
District provides Atherton resi-
dents with exceptional service.” 

The Matrix study shows 
in the 2015-16 fiscal year, 

Atherton, which has 8 percent 
of the residents in the fire dis-
trict, provided 31.7 percent of 
the fire district’s total property 
tax revenue. That year Ather-
ton property owners provided 
$11.8 million in property tax 
revenue to the fire district. 
In comparison, the town of 
Atherton received only $7.5 
million of property tax revenue 
from its property owners that 
year, the study shows.  

The study also says that in 
2016-17, the fire district spent 
$4.6 million providing fire ser-
vices to the town, or more than 
$7 million less than its property 
tax revenues from the town. 

To come up with the spend-
ing figure, Matrix looked at 
the district’s computer-aided 
dispatch records, which show 
the geographic location of 
responses and time spent on 
them. Those records show 
that responses to Atherton 
accounted for 9.6 percent of the 
district’s time spent on emer-
gency calls in 2016. 

The consultants then went 
through the district’s 2016-17 
operational budget and in most 
cases applied either that factor, 
or actual costs if known, to 
come up with a cost of provid-
ing service in Atherton. They 
also added in $550,000 in capi-
tal investment costs (an allo-
cation of the district’s annual 
spending on equipment and 
other capital costs). 

The study also says if the 
town were to have its own fire 
department it would probably 
cost $6.8 million a year. 

The study assumed the town 
would have two fire stations and 
automatic aid agreements with 
nearby fire agencies, including 
the Menlo Park Fire Protection 
District. It would equip the 
stations with an engine and a 
combination ladder truck and 
pumper, each staffed with at least 
three people. The administration 
would include a fire chief, deputy 
chief in charge of fire prevention 
and an administrative assistant. 

Contracting with another 
fire department would cost 
it $7.4 million annually, the 

report estimates, using as its 
basis a contract between San 
Carlos and the Redwood City 
Fire Department. 

The start-up costs for a 
municipal fire department 
would be steep, the report says: 
$14.2 million. But City Manager 
George Rodericks says those 
costs could be less depending 
on what arrangements were 
worked out with the fire dis-
trict for taking over its existing 
Atherton station and apparatus. 

Wednesday’s City Council 
meeting starts at 7 p.m. in the 
town’s council chambers, 94 
Ashfield Road. 

The council will review the 

report and provide town staff 
with feedback about what the 
next steps should be, which 
could include further investi-
gation of the town’s separation 
from the fire district. 

In addition to a letter, City 
Manager George Rodericks has 
recommended that the town 
send a two-page summary of 
the report to all Atherton resi-
dents, inviting them to com-
ment at the council’s Feb. 21 
meeting about what they’d like 
to see happen next. 

Fire district officials were 
invited to comment about the 
study for this story, but said they 
need more time to review it. A

N E W S

“I can think of few writers capable of such thrilling 
seriousness expressed with so lavish a gift.”   

— Rachel Cusk, Evening Standard  

The Jean and Bill Lane
Lecture Series  2017–2018

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
INFORMATION: 650.723.0011    HTTP://CREATIVEWRITING.STANFORD.EDU 
Sponsored by Stanford University’s Creative Writing Program

Presents  Claire Messud
Reading 

 MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2018, 8:00 PM

CUBBERLEY AUDITORIUM, 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION, 

485 LASUEN MALL, 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY

Photo credit: Ulf Andersen

intersection. Since mid-2015 the 
town, San Mateo County and 
Caltrans have discussed alterna-
tives for the intersection, which 
has a high accident rate that has 
risen further since discussions 
began. While the town currently 
has no funding for a project at 
the intersection, it has narrowed 
the choices for the project down 
to eliminating all turns at the 
intersection except for left turns 
from northbound El Camino 
onto Selby, or installing a traffic 
signal. 

A decision on saving several 
heritage trees now scheduled to 
be cut down as part of the civic 
center project. In October, the 
town’s Planning Commission 
approved a permit to remove 
18 of the 85 heritage trees on 
the civic center site. But City 
Council member balked, and 

have tried to figure out how to 
save more trees. Five trees must 
go because arborists agree they 
are unhealthy, and the town 
has figured out how to work 
around eight other trees. Saving 
the remaining trees could add 
considerable costs to the project 
and might also delay it, so the 
council must decide if those 
trade-offs are worthwhile.

The town will also receive an 
update from its consultant about 
the current cost estimates for the 
civic center project, which is still 
on schedule to go out to bid in 
March. 

Consideration of hiring 
election and polling consultants 
to help design a business license 
tax measure that would go on 
the ballot in November. The 
council has approved the con-
cept of increasing the town’s 
business license tax, but such an 
increase must be approved by 
just over 50 percent of voters. A

ATHERTON
continued from page 6

Atherton taxpayers pay more than twice what fire services cost

Courtesy town of Atherton

This slide from a presentation that will be given to the Atherton City Council on Jan. 17 shows 
that Atherton property tax revenue provides the Menlo Park Fire Protection District with a more than $7 
million annual operating subsidy.
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Stunning New Construction 
in Prime West Menlo Park 
with High End Finishes 
• Living Room with Floor-to-Ceiling Fireplace

• Gourmet Eat-In Kitchen with Breakfast Bar and 
Thermador Appliances

• Gorgeous Family Room with Fireplace and 
Double Doors Out to Spacious Backyard

• Main Level Guest Suite

• 5 Spacious Bedroom Suites

• 5 Full Baths, 2 Half Baths

• Exquisite Master Suite with Dual Walk-in Closets

• Lovely Landscaped Backyard with Patio Areas

• Award Winning Menlo Park Schools

• Walk to Downtown

455 San Mateo Drive, Menlo Park 
Offered at $6,749,000

BRE: #01198898

650.533.7373   |   keri@kerinicholas.com   |   kerinicholas.com
Top 49 Agents Nationwide  -  Wall Street Journal

#1 Market Share in Menlo Park

SALE PENDING
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

W
hen it was permitted 
to build massive new 
buildings in Menlo 

Park, Facebook agreed to make 
certain commitments to the city. 
 At Facebook’s annual check-in 
with the city, the Planning Com-
mission voted 5-0 in agreement 
that the company is making a 
good-faith effort to meet those 
commitments. Commissioners 
Susan Goodhue and Drew Combs 
were recused because of their ties 
to Facebook: Ms. Goodhue is an 
attorney who works on Facebook-
related matters and Mr. Combs 
works for the company. 
 Facebook has negotiated mul-
tiple development agreements 
with the city, the terms of which 
now add up to a 27-page checklist. 
Many conditions have been com-
pleted and several have become 

an ongoing part of the company’s 
operations. 
 The company has completed 
its “Local Community Fund” 
requirement but plans to continue 
that program, which offers small 
grants to local nonprofits in Belle 
Haven and East Palo Alto. 
 Another agreement Facebook 
made in an early development 
agreement was to encourage local 
jobs. The company hosts local job 
fairs twice a year. At the first, in 
March, Facebook ended up hiring 
nine full-time employees and 12 
contractors from of a total of 493 
job fair attendees.
 A second job fair was held Sept. 
30 with 541 attendees. Their 
resumes are still being reviewed, 
according to a staff report. Recent-
ly, Facebook launched “Access,” a 
separate job application portal for 
locals, and hired a coordinator to 
bolster local hiring. 
 Another condition by the city 

was for Facebook to promote vol-
unteerism with local nonprofits. 
Through 2026, the company has 
committed to host a volunteer 
recruitment fair for local nonprof-
its to inform Facebook employees 
about volunteer opportunities. 
At a Nov. 2 event, 400 Facebook 
employees attended a volunteer 
fair that included 21 nonprofits. 
 Facebook has discontinued 
other programs after meeting 
the company’s obligation to the 
city. One program, called “Face-
bucks,” gave Facebook employees 
incentives to visit Menlo Park 
businesses, but was met with 
limited success. According to Sus-
tainability and Community Out-
reach Manager Lauren Swezey, 
people who lived locally liked the 

program, but many Facebook 
employees didn’t have an easy way 
to get from the Facebook campus 
to downtown Menlo Park. More 
than half of Facebook’s workers 
don’t drive to work solo, she said. 
 A number of initiatives from 
Facebook’s more recent develop-
ment agreements are in the works. 
Among them are the company’s 
commitments to: 
  Sponsor with $1 million in 
funding and convene a regional 
transportation forum with offi-
cials from Menlo Park, East Palo 
Alto, San Mateo County and 
Santa Clara County, to follow 
up on recommendations in the 
SamTrans Dumbarton Corridor 
Transportation Study. 
  Fund up to $350,000 and hire 

a consultant to conduct a hous-
ing inventory and local supply 
study to assess “the conditions, 
occupancy and resident profiles of 
residents” living near Facebook, 
including in Belle Haven, North 
Fair Oaks and East Palo Alto.
  Coordinate with the Don 
Edwards National Wildlife Ref-
uge and nonprofits to work on 
habitat protection and restoration.
  Build a public access bicycle 
and pedestrian bridge across 
Bayfront Expressway between 
Facebook and Bedwell Bayfront 
Park. 
  Build a recycled water system 
for its Buildings 21 (under con-
struction) and 22. 
  Complete streetscape 
improvements on Chilco Street.  A

N E W S

Roland Lampert, 93, passed away peacefully 
on December 29th, 2017 in Redwood City, 
CA surrounded by his family. Loved and 
respected by everyone he knew— he will be 
deeply missed.

Roland was born May 6, 1924 in San Mateo, 
CA to Masha and Israel Lampert. He went on 
to school in San Francisco after his parents 
moved to the city. A graduate of Washington 
High School, he then attended University 
of San Francisco. In 1942, he enlisted in the 
Navy and was sent to Midshipmen’s School 
in Chicago. He became an officer and was 
very proud serving on Admiral Nimitz’s staff. 
After his Naval service, he finished his studies 
at Cal Berkeley. He became a Nash Motors 
agent in Redwood City where he met the love 
of his life, Audrey. They were married in 1948 
and raised three children whom he loved 
dearly.

Later, he went on to form Lampert Insurance 
until his retirement over 30 years ago and 
became active in real estate. He was one of 
the first developers in Silicon Valley and was 
still very much involved in his own real estate 
projects up until his passing.

Roland was a presence in the local 
community, including Lt. Governor of the 
Optimist Club, on the board for many years 
of Peninsula Family Service and served on the 
San Mateo County Grand Jury. An avid golfer, 
he was fond of playing ‘a round’ with close 
friends. He adored spending time with his 
family, traveling the world with his wife and 

taking the boat out for a spin in Lake Tahoe.
Those left to treasure his memories and 

timeless stories are his loving wife of 69 
years, Audrey Lampert, son, David Lampert, 
daughter Julie Lampert Bell, former son-in-
law, Herb Bell and his grandchildren, Tyler 
Bell (Haley), Jordan Bell, Joshua Lampert, 
Cameron Bell and Nicol Lampert. He will be 
missed by his many friends, his brothers-in-
law Bob and Arvin Bernstein, sister-in-law 
Phyliss Bernstein and nieces and nephews. He 
is now reunited with his son Gary Lampert 
and they are surely flying high together.

A memorial service will be held 11:30 am 
Friday, February 2nd 2018 at Peninsula Golf & 
Country Club 701 Madera Dr., San Mateo, CA 
94403. In lieu of flowers, the family has asked 
that donations be made to Peninsula Family 
Service of San Mateo County, 24 2nd Ave. San 
Mateo, CA. 94401 or your favorite charity.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Roland Lampert
May 6, 1924 – December 29, 2017

Mirjana (Maryana) Katurich 
Preston died peacefully, after a 
brief illness, on December 19, 
2017 at the age of 93. Mirjana was 
born in Risan, Boka Kotorska, 
Montenegro and immigrated to 
San Francisco with her parents 
Novak and Vidosava Katurich 
and her older brother Bogdan 
(Bob) in 1933. The family lived 
in San Francisco’s Richmond 
District and happily participated 
in the Serbian community, which 
thrived in San Francisco and 
nearby areas in the Santa Clara Valley and the Central Valley. 
Mirjana attended Washington High School, graduating in 1943. 
During the war she worked in various offices at San Francisco’s 
Presidio. She was introduced to her future husband Clifford T. 
Preston by mutual friends. They were married in 1946. After 
living in San Francisco, Cliff and Mirjana purchased their Palo 
Alto home in 1950, where they raised their four sons. Mirjana 
resided in that home at the time of her death, and with Cliff until 
his death in 1994. In the mid 1960’s, when the boys were older, 
Mirjana began as a teller at the Bank of America, retiring after 
22 years of service in 1987. She worked at branches in Palo Alto 
and Menlo Park. In her later years, Mirjana enjoyed numerous 
trips to Montenegro, Italy, Russia, China, Costa Rica, England 
and Australia. Mirjana had a deep affection for San Francisco, 
whether it was visiting her mother and brother in the Richmond 
District or shopping at Union Square. Well into her eighties 
when asked what she wanted to do for her birthday, it was Beach 
Blanket Babylon one year, a Giants’ game another. Mirjana 
enjoyed her volunteer work at the Avendias Senior Center, and 
was proud of her award as, “Best Volunteer,” which she was 
given in 2017. Mirjana was at her best as the gracious hostess and 
cook extraordinaire for the numerous gatherings for family and 
friends held at her home on Holidays and other important family 
events. Mirjana’s warm and caring nature was well known by all. 
She was always generous, especially to those in need. Mirjana was 
preceded in death by Cliff, her parents and her brother.

She is survived by her sons, Richard (Joan) of Woodside, Brian 
(Janice Mulholland) of Portola Valley, John (Holly Hausmann) 
of Bozeman, MT, and Jeff of Ukiah. She is also survived by 
grandchildren Jennifer Preston (John Toman), Noelle (Charles 
Packer), Alexandra Preston, David Preston and Christopher 
Preston and by great grandson Hudson Packer. Private services are 
pending. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to a charity.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Mirjana (Maryana) Katurich Preston
July 7, 1924 – December  19, 2017

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he job at the top of San 
Mateo County government 
will be vacated sometime 

within the next 12 months.
 County Manager John Maltbie 
recently announced that he plans 
to retire by December 2018. The 
statement goes on to say that the 
county’s Board of Supervisors will 

also recruit a successor in 2018.
 The county manager and the 
county counsel are the only two 
officials who report directly to 
the board. The other notable 
county officials — sheriff, district 
attorney, coroner, tax collector-
treasurer and assessor-county 
clerk-recorder — are elected.
 For Mr. Maltbie, it will be his 
second retirement from the same 

position. He managed San Mateo 
County from 1989 to 2008, when 
he stepped down the first time.
 His successor at that time, David 
Boesch, came to the county from 
Menlo Park, where he was the 
city manager. Mr. Boesch left the 
county job after three years, citing 
philosophical differences with the 

County manager to retire

See MALTBIE, page 13

Facebook found in compliance with city agreements
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
proposal to build a three-
story mixed-use build-
ing at 840 Menlo Ave., 

adjacent to Draeger’s Market and 
at the corner of Menlo Avenue 
and Evelyn Street, is expected to 
get a closer look by the Menlo 
Park Planning Commission on 
Jan. 22. 
 Plans for the project were first 
submitted for the project back in 
January 2014, but were delayed 
after the first architecture and 
design team ended up quitting 
the project, according to Menlo 
Park Principal Planner Thomas 
Rogers. 
 The new architecture firm 
heading the project is Redwood 
City-based Hayes Group Archi-
tects, Inc. 
 “I think they’ve stepped up 
and done something unique. It’s 
context-sensitive and not any 
sort of cookie-cutter design,” 
Mr. Rogers told the Planning 
Commission on Jan. 8.
 The proposal is to build a 
39-foot-tall, 11,471-square-foot, 
three-story building with park-
ing and a lobby on the first 
floor, with 6,610 square feet of 
non-medical office space on the 
second floor and three housing 
units on the third, with the main 
entrance on Evelyn Street. 
 The development would cre-
ate some logistical challenges 
for the neighboring Draeger’s 
Market, which currently uses 
Evelyn Street as a loading dock 
for its food and wares. 
 City staff recommended that 
Draeger’s Market relocate its 
loading area to Menlo Avenue 
from Evelyn Street so as to 
not restrict access to the new 
development. 
 At a Jan. 10 meeting, the Com-
plete Streets Commission rec-
ommended the city instead look 
at locations other than Menlo 
Avenue for the loading zone. 
The question will ultimately be 
decided by the City Council, 
according to Associate Planner 
Kaitie Meador. 
 The Planning Commission is 
scheduled to discuss the project 
at its meeting Monday, Jan. 22. 
The commission generally 
meets at 7 p.m. on alternating 
Mondays at the City Council 
Chambers at 701 Laurel St., in 
the Civic Center. A

N E W S

Harold Carl Hohbach, age 96, passed away on Dec.28, 

2017, at his home in Atherton, California. Harold was born in 

Plankinton, South Dakota, on Dec. 3, 1921. He was married 

to Marilyn Alice Krouser for 62 years and had 4 children.

Harold practiced patent law for 50 years, owned and 

developed multiple real estate projects, and was involved as 

an investor, officer and director in several technology start 

up companies.

Harold earned his B.S. in Electrical Engineering at South 

Dakota State University in 1943 and then joined the US 

Army Signal Corps serving as a first lieutenant in WWII 

in Germany and North Africa. He later served in the Army 

Reserve Corp as a major. Harold then received his B.S. in 

Business Administration at UC Berkeley followed by his 

J.D. from Boalt Hall, UC Berkeley, in 1952.

Before starting law school, Harold worked for 

Westinghouse Electric Corporation. After graduating, he 

joined Flehr and Swain which later became Flehr, Hohbach, 

Test, Albritton and Herbert. In 2002 the firm merged with 

Dorsey and Whitney and Harold retired from law.

During those 50 years, Harold’s practice covered a 

broad spectrum of technologies, including electronics; 

semiconductor manufacturing; mainframe computing; 

optically variable thin films; and electro-mechanical, 

mechanical and medical devices. He had close working 

relationships with many Silicon Valley entrepreneurs.

The following years until his death he owned and 

developed significant commercial real estate projects in the 

California Avenue business district of Palo Alto.

Harold was also responsible for introducing the founders 

of the technology start up Advanced Cardiovascular 

Systems, later Guidant, and served as a board member for 

the early venture capital fund, Sutter Hill Capital.

Harold respected education and established professorships 

at South Dakota State University and UC Berkeley. He 

also commenced funding of endowed positions at the 

Silicon Valley Archives at Stanford University Libraries. 

Through his Silicon Valley Luminary Society, Harold 

wanted to introduce the next generation to inventors. He 

commissioned a series of oil paintings featuring these 

pioneers at the age of their inventions.

Growing up during the depression in South Dakota, 

Harold was the oldest of 6 children. He drove a horse and 

buggy to school, studied by kerosene lamplight and picked 

up his lifelong hobbies of coin and stamp collecting.

Harold enjoyed work and continuously thought of ways 

he could contribute and accomplish what he valued. Very 

inquisitive and curious to the end of his life, he appreciated 

spending time with people of all ages. He enjoyed traveling, 

dancing, and tennis. He skied the Shirley Lake run at Squaw 

Valley until age 87.

Harold is survived by his wife, Marilyn; his sisters, Lorraine, 

Carol and Sharon; his children and their spouses, Douglas 

(Kay), Janet (Chris) and Ellen (Lance); his 11 grandchildren, 

Kasimira, Timothy, Pamela, Amanda, Cynthia, Joshua, 

Gerhard, Genevieve, Robert, Nolan and Elizabeth.

He is predeceased by his brothers, Carl and Lawrence, and 

his daughter, Ann

A Memorial service will be held on February 2, 2018 at 

2:00 p.m. at the Menlo Church, 950 Santa Cruz Avenue, 

Menlo Park.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the 

University of California, Berkeley, School of Law, Boalt 

Hall, 215 Bancroft Way, Berkeley 94720 or to the charity of 

your choice.
P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Harold Carl Hohbach
December 3, 1921 – December 28, 2017

Adelaide Iverson passed away 
at her Menlo Park home on 
December 20, 2017. She was 105 
years old. 

Adelaide was born on August 
17th, 1912 in Oketo, Kansas, the 
daughter of Paul and Veronica 
Schmitt. Her parents were 
educators and every week her 
father brought home a book for 
each of his four daughters, fueling 
a life-long passion for learning 
that all four sisters shared. 

Adelaide graduated from 
Central State Teachers College, now Central Michigan 
University, in 1933 and received a master’s degree in history 
from the University of Michigan. She began her teaching 
career in Grosse Point, Michigan where she met the love of her 
life, fellow teacher Bill Iverson. Adelaide and Bill married in 
September of 1942 while Bill was in the army, and though they 
remained separated for much of World War II, they sustained 
their relationship through daily correspondence. In one of his 
letters, Bill wrote, “Sometimes I think that out of trying times 
may come a timeless purity which we will always hold in our 
hearts.” 

In 1946, Bill began graduate work at Stanford University and 
during those early campus years, the Iverson’s forged lifelong 
friendships with several Stanford families including the 
Hofstadters, the Chodorows, the Schiffs, the Pindars and many 
more. When Bill joined the faculty in 1950, Adelaide supported 
his work by hosting student and faculty gatherings and typing 
Bill’s manuscripts. 

Her life was one of service to family, friends and community. 
She was active in the League of Women Voters, serving as 
president of her local chapter. Among her many volunteer 
activities, she was particularly proud of tutoring women at the 
San Mateo County Jail. In her later years, she would travel to 
the Stanford campus to read to her close friends. When she 
quit driving at the age of 90, she kept up her weekly visits by 
taking cabs, prompting one driver to comment, “You sure know 
your way around this campus. Did you know Leland Stanford?” 
She may not have known Stanford’s founder, but she was a 
passionate supporter of all things Stanford, particularly its sport 
teams, attending well over one thousand football, basketball 
and baseball games. When she was 95, she threw out the first 
pitch at a Stanford baseball game, prompting then Coach Mark 
Marquess to note that she had a pretty good arm. 

The family is deeply grateful to Adelaide’s caregiving team 
who provided wonderful home care during her final years. 
She is survived by her sons Peter, David and Paul, their wives 
Kaaren, Lynn and Yoko, her grandchildren Erika, Jens, Laura 
and Ayuko, her great grandchildren Freya, Ada, Hannah and 
William and caregivers Eileen Khan and Sinai Latu. 

 A memorial service will be held on Thursday, January 25th at 
2pm at the Stanford Memorial Church. To honor her remarkable 
life, the family suggests donating to the League of Women 
Voters of South San Mateo County Education Fund, PO Box 
2244, Menlo Park, CA 94026 or to the Catholic Community at 
Stanford University, P.O. Box 20301, Stanford, CA 94309. 

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Adelaide Veronica Iverson
August 17, 1912 – December 20, 2017

Three-story building planned for 
Menlo Avenue moving forward

A rendering 
of the three-
story building 
proposed for 
the parcel at 
840 Menlo 
Ave. (Drawing 
courtesy 
Hayes Group 
Architects/city 
of Menlo Park.)

LET’S DISCUSS: 
Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues on Town 

Square at AlmanacNews.com
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Holiday Fund
Give to The Almanac

Your gift helps local children  
and families in need

The organizations below provide  
major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names  
for donations unless the donor checks the anonymous box.  

All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

Rotary Club  
of Menlo Park

The David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

www.siliconvalleycf.org

DONATE ONLINE:
almanacnews.com/

holiday_fund

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name __________________________________________________________

Business Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________

E-Mail  _________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

__________________________________________Expires _______/_______

Signature ______________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)   

 In my name as shown above

 In the name of business above

OR:     In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for:  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 (Name of person)

All donors and their gift amounts will be  
published in The Almanac unless the boxes be-
low are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously. 

  Please withhold the amount of my  
contribution.

Please make checks payable to: 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
The Almanac Holiday Fund 
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
2440 West El Camino Real, Suite 300 
Mountain View, CA 94040

The Almanac Holiday Fund is a donor advised 
fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation,  
a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.  
A contribution to this fund allows your  
donation to be tax deductible to the fullest 
extent of the law.

The Almanac

2017

Holiday
Fund

C ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year, 

Almanac readers and foundations contributed $174,000 from more than 150 donors for the 10 agencies 

that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide numerous other services to those in need.

 Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the extent possible, by generous community organizations, 

foundations and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted from the 

gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law. 

 All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies listed on this page. 

Boys & Girls Clubs
Provides after-school academic support, enrichment, and 
mentoring for 1,800 low-income K-12 youth at nine 
locations across Menlo Park, East Palo Alto, and the 
North Fair Oaks neighborhood of Redwood City. 

Ecumenical Hunger Program
Provides emergency food, clothing, household 
essentials, and sometimes financial assistance to 
families in need, regardless of religious preference, 
including Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for more 
than 2,000 households.

Second Harvest Food Bank
The largest collector and distributor of food on the 
Peninsula, Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 52 
million pounds of food last year. It gathers donations 
from individuals and businesses and distributes food to 
more than 250,000 people each month through more 
than 770 agencies and distribution sites in San Mateo 
and Santa Clara counties.

LifeMoves
Provides shelter/housing and supportive services 
across 18 sites in Silicon Valley and the Peninsula. 
Serves thousands of homeless families and individuals 
annually on their path back to permanent housing and 
self-sufficiency.

Project Read
Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo 
Park area. Trained volunteers work one-on-one to help 
adults improve reading, writing and English language 
skills so they can function more effectively at home, 
at work and in the community. Basic English classes, 
weekly conversation clubs and volunteer-led computer 
enrichment are also offered.

Ravenswood Family Health Center
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for 
all ages at its clinic in East Palo Alto. Of the more than 
17,000 registered patients, most are low-income and 
uninsured and live in the ethnically diverse East Palo 
Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

Upward Scholars
Upward Scholars empowers low-income adults by 
providing them with financial support, tutoring, and 
other assistance so they can continue their education, 
get higher paying jobs, and serve as role models and 
advocates for their children. 

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to 
people in need who walk through the doors. Funded 
by voluntary contributions and community grants, St. 
Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy 
between San Francisco and San Jose. It also offers 
take-home bags of food, as well as emergency food and 
clothing assistance.

Fair Oaks Community Center
This multi-service facility, serving the broader Redwood 
City community, provides assistance with child care, 
senior programs, citizenship and immigration, housing 
and employment, and crisis intervention. Programs are 
available in Spanish and English.

StarVista
Serves more than 32,000 people throughout San Mateo 
County, including children, young people, families with 
counseling, prevention, early intervention, education, 
and residential programs. StarVista also provides crisis 
intervention and suicide prevention services including 
a 24-hour suicide crisis hotline, an alcohol and drug 
helpline, and a parent support hotline.
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N E W S

As of January 9, 2018, 164 donors have donated  
$141,915 to the Holiday Fund

25 Anonymous .................. $16,775

Ann Hillman & George Comstock.. *

Susan Hine ............................... 100

Sue Bishop ............................... 100

Susan Ellis & Mark Linton ...... 2,000

Terri Bullock Family ................ 2,500

Donna & Marty Mackowski....... 200

Maggie Mak & Tom Johnson ........ *

Margaret & Jamis MacNiven ..... 100

Sybille Katz .............................. 100

Del Secco Family.................. 10,000

Wendy & Roger Von Oech ......... 500

Lynne Fovinci .............................. 75

James Sinko ............................. 500

Barbara & Bill Binder .................... *

Susan Carey .......................... 1,000

Linda Craig & Evan Hughes .......... *

Janice Jedkins .......................... 200

Ken Ashford ............................. 100

Carol Kemper MD ..................... 200

Bob Barrett & Linda Atkinson .... 250

Betty Meissner ...................... 1,000

The Higgins Family ................... 300

Janet Cook ............................... 200

Ginger Walmsley ...................... 100

Barbara Berry ........................... 100

Barbara Bessey ......................... 250

Don & Catherine Coluzzi .............. *

Linda Hall................................... 10

Carole Mawson .......................... 75

John & Marlene Arnold ............. 200

Maryann Chwalek .................... 200

Walter Robinson ........................... *

Paul Perret ............................... 250

Douglas Adams ........................ 200

Sherrill Swan ............................ 250

Joan Rubin ............................... 100

David Reneau ........................... 150

Dianne Ellsworth ...................... 400

Dorothy Polash ............................. *

Bettina McAdoo ........................... *

Bruce & Ann Willard ..................... *

Charles Preuss .......................... 300

Bill & Nancy Ellsworth .................. *

Novitsky Family ........................ 100

Lisa & Tom Carhart ....................... *

Sandy & Rich Shapero ........... 1,000

Mary Cooper .............................. 50

Bettina Hughes .......................... 50

Anne DeCarli ................................ *

Mary Kenney & Joe Pasqua ........... *

Ann O’Leary ............................. 100

Paul Welander ............................ 25

Terri Bullock Family ................ 2,500

Robert & Martha Page .................. *

David Stamler & Nicole Kemeny 500

Bud & Harlan Wendell .............. 200

Joan Lane ............................. 2,000

Shirley & John Reiter ................ 250

Susanna Tang & Albert Scherm . 500

Catherine Cerny ........................... *

Robin Gates ............................. 250

Leonard Shar & Laura Hofstadter 500

Mark & Karen Weitzel ................... *

Charles Bacon & Cynthia Dusel-
Bacon ...................................... 200

Hersh & Arna Shefrin .................... *

Malcolm & Cosette Dudley ........... *

Karen & Frank Sortino .............. 100

Steve Kundich & Zee Zee Matta 200

Gretchen Hoover ...................... 100

Mary & Bob Dodge ................... 200

Robert & Connie Loarie ............ 500

E.R. & B.L. Dodd ....................... 175

Margo Sensenbrenner .................. *

Lorraine Macchello ................... 100

Susan Kritzik  ........................... 150

Dorothy Polash ......................... 200

Robin Toews ............................... 50

Paul Welander ............................ 25

Kayleen Miller .......................... 100

Andrea Julian ........................... 500

George & Sophia Fonti ............. 100

James Esposto .......................... 500

Lucy Reid-Krensky .................... 100

Barbara & Robert Oliver ......... 1,000

Judy & Les Denend ................... 500

Kathy & Bob Mueller ................ 100

Leslie & Hy Murveit .................. 300

Don Lowry & Lynore Tillim ......... 100

James Lewis ................................. *

Anne Moser ................................. *

Robert Mullin ........................... 250

Barbara & Bob Ells ................... 200

Bruce & Donna Whitson ........... 500

Erika Crowley ............................... *

Marilyn Voelke .......................... 500

Bill Wohler ............................... 380

Greg & Penny Gallo .................. 500

Clay & Nita Judd .......................... *

Lynne Davis .................................. *

Elizabeth Tromovitch ................. 100

Pat & Rog Witte ....................... 100

George & Marjorie Mader ......... 200

Barbara Jacobson ..................... 100

Thomas & Joyce Dienstbier ........... *

Betty Meissner ......................... 100

Victoria Rundorff .......................... *

Joe & Julie Zier ......................... 100

Robert & Barbara Simpson ............ *

Dorothy Saxe ................................ *

Kathleen Elkins ............................ *

Brugger ................................. 1,000

Russ Family .............................. 100

Gail & Susan Prickett ................ 500

Marc & Mary Ann Saunders .......... *

Lauren & Julie Mercer ................... *

Margaret Melaney .................... 500

Brennan Family ........................ 200

Tate Family .......................... 10,000

In Memory Of

Nancy Stevens .............................. *

Angelo & Celerina Atilano, Joseph 
Flores ........................................... *

Bill Hewlett & Dave Packard ..... 500

Bill Land ....................................... *

Richard & Louise Barbour, long-time 
Menlo Park residents .................. 50

Pete & Marguerite Hurlbut ............ *

Wayne Grossman ..................... 155

Mae & Jerry ................................ 50

Annie Strem ................................. *

Frank & Celine Halet ................. 500

Mary Margaret Koch ..................... *

In Honor Of

Katharine Thompson ................. 500

Woodside Fire Department ....... 500

The Liggett Family ........................ *

Organizations

Menlo Park Rotary -  
Tour de Menlo Bike Ride ...... 20,000

Packard Foundation ............. 15,000

Hewlett Foundation ............... 8,750

Narrative Histories .................... 100

Griffin & Sons Construction ...... 150

Menlo Park Firefighters  
Association .............................. 500

Thank you  
for supporting  

the Holiday Fund

Site, uses of planned new 
library up for discussion

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

Q
uestions of where to locate 
a new Menlo Park main 
library and what other 

uses should be accommodated 
there are among those that will get 
public airings this week. 

The second of three community 
meetings on where to put a new 
Menlo Park Main Library within 
the bounds of the Civic Center 
campus will be held at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, at the Menlo 
Park Library at 800 Alma St.

 The city will also seek public 
input on other possible uses for the 
library, such as housing or a new 
City Council chambers. 

At the first meeting, repre-
sentatives from Noll & Tam, the 
architectural consulting firm that 
conducted a previous study about 
the library’s space needs, spoke 
about the pros and cons of build-
ing the new library on the current 
site, and of relocating it closer to 
Laurel Street. 

With the latter option, the city 
would save some money by avoid-
ing having to set up an interim 
library space during construction, 
since the current structure would 
remain in place. But the new 
library could encroach on the cur-
rent council chambers’ footprint 
and displace the Menlo Children’s 
Center. 

Child care to stay
In recent days, several parents 

of children who attend the Menlo 
Children’s Center emailed the 

City Council with concerns that 
the library construction plan 
could mean the demise of the 
center. Nora Dunn said she was 
“extremely disappointed that no 
one has reached out to me,” and 
said she’d like to have more 
information about any potential 
impact the library expansion 
would have on the children’s 
center. 

Menlo Park City Manager-
Alex McIntyre confirmed with 
the Almanac that the city “has 
no intentions of getting out of the 
child care business.”

“If a library site includes the 
existing child care center, a new 
center would be anticipated either 
as a stand-alone, or more likely 
integrated into the new library,” 
he said. 

The Noll & Tam study deter-
mined last March that people in 
the community generally favor 
more public meeting spaces, study 
rooms, a dedicated area for teens 
and a larger children’s area than 
the current library offers. The 
study’s authors determined that 
those needs translate into a need 
for about 11,000 square feet more 
space than exists at the current 
library. 

The process to build a new 
library is being expedited, despite 
the fact that such a project had not 
been high on the city’s priority list, 
because local billionaire and phi-
lanthropist John Arrillaga has 
offered to cover the building costs 
of the structure after the first $20 
million. A

board. The supervisors tapped 
Mr. Maltbie as interim manager 
in November 2011, then hired him 
permanently in December 2012.

Among the county’s notable 
developments during Mr. Malt-
bie’s second round on the job:

 Voters approved Measure A 
in 2012, establishing a half-cent 
countywide general-purpose sales 
tax, then extended the tax by 20 
years in 2016. The county uses the 
$85 million in annual revenues 
for “essential county services,” 
including public safety, youth 
and education, and older adults 
and veterans, but a priority has 
been expanding the availability 
of housing affordable to low- and 
middle-income people.

 The Parks Department is once 
again active after deactivation 
during the Great Recession.

 The county now has an Office 
of Sustainability to oversee envi-
ronmental matters.

“It was an honor to be asked back 
and I’m grateful the Board felt I 
still had something to contribute,” 

Mr. Maltbie said in the statement. 
“I will always hold dear my time 
with the County and the men and 
women who make it so special.”

“I’m confident that the County 
and its residents are in good hands 
and that the Board will select a 
successor who will continue build-
ing on its investments in our ser-
vices, our community and our 
residents,” he added. A

MALTBIE
continued from page 10

County Manager John Maltbie 
announced plans to retire by 
December 2018 after 26 years in 
the position — from 2011 to 2017 
and from 1989 to 2008.
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650.900.7000 |  info@deleonrealty .com |  www.deleonrealty .com |  CalBRE #01903224

Call today to see how we can  
transform your home for the  
best result: 650.900.7000

DeLeon is a team constructed of agents, lawyers, contractors, interior designers, and 
marketers all dedicated to your success. It is our core philosophy to deliver exceptional 
services to you, our clients. Experience Silicon Valley real estate at its best: achieving 
prime results with a customer-forward approach. 

WE DON’T  
GET GREAT 

LISTINGS.

BEFORE

AFTER

WE MAKE 
GREAT  
LISTINGS.

®
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DeLeon Realty

At DeLeon Realty, we are not limited to accepting only turn-key, luxury-grade listings. Our innovative team of 
specialists enables us to transform every one of our listings into a truly must-have home.  

Let us show you what we can do for your home. 
www.DELEONREALTY.com

We don’t get great listings. We make great listings.

LAVISH WOODLAND SANCTUARY
127 Pinon Drive, Portola Valley

Offered at $16,988,000 
www.127Pinon.com

GARDEN RETREAT WITH HISTORIC PRESTIGE
399 Atherton Avenue, Atherton

Offered at $4,988,000
www.399AthertonAve.com 

LUXURIOUS REMODEL WITH GATED SERENITY
455 Santa Margarita Avenue, Menlo Park

Offered at $4,998,000 
www.455SantaMargarita.com  

GORGEOUS GARDEN ESTATE IN WEST ATHERTON
165 Patricia Drive, Atherton

Offered at $9,290,000
www.165PatriciaDrive.com
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

F
or 29 years Filoli, the 
historic Woodside estate 
owned by the National 

Trust for Historic Preservation, 
celebrated the holiday season in 
the same way.
 Each year, the century-old 
home and garden would close to 
the public in late October. After 
most of the furniture was moved 
from the ground floor of the 
grand old home, a huge crew of 
volunteers and Filoli employees 
lavishly decorated and stocked it 
with merchandise for a nine-day 
holiday-themed shopping extrav-
aganza that began the day after 
Thanksgiving. Glitz and glamour 
ruled the day, with shopping bags 
handed out at the door.
 Tickets to the Holiday Tradi-
tions event, Filoli’s major annual 
fundraiser, often sold out a 
month in advance. Daily mer-
chandise sales totals sometimes 
surpassed $200,000. Volunteers 
say they sold $1.3 million in 
merchandise in 2016, with more 
than half of that profit. 
 When Holiday Traditions was 
over, the estate closed again 
until February, by which time 
the furniture was back in the 
house and the daffodils begin-
ning to blossom. 

Time for change
 But as Filoli enters its second 
century, myriad changes are 
being put into place. Kara New-
port, who became Filoli’s fifth 
executive director in 11 years 
in September 2016, says the 
changes are necessary if Filoli is 
to be preserved to operate and 
exist for another century. 
 “The expenses were escalat-
ing, and the revenues weren’t 
escalating at the same rate,” Ms. 
Newport said in an interview. 
The goal, she said, is to bring in 
more people and elevate Filoli’s 
profile, leading to more revenue 
and more contributions. “I 
think it gives you better tools to 
work with,” she said, noting the 
century-old estate needs signifi-
cant work.
 Recent changes include 
extending operations from nine 
months to year-round, extend-
ing daily operating hours and 
adding more evening hours, 
opening a new self-guided estate 
trail, and revising marketing to 
attract more families and resi-
dents of a wider geographic area. 
 The property is also being 
marketed for event rentals, 
bringing in more than $400,000 
in 2017, which is more than a 
400 percent increase over the 
$25,000 event rentals brought 
in during 2016. The second 

wedding in the estate’s entire 
history is scheduled for June, 
and Filoli now has a liquor 
license. 
 In addition, the way volun-
teers are used and managed has 
been completely revised. The 
estate has more employees and 
fewer volunteers than in the 
past, and volunteers have been 
barred from many of the jobs 
they previously performed.
 All volunteers now need to 
pass a background check, and all 
were forced to sign a volunteer 
agreement containing a provi-
sion that is essentially the same 
as one that caused a fuss two 
years ago; in the earlier instance, 

Filoli eventually relented and 
allowed volunteers to cross out 
that provision of the agreement. 
 In 2015, before the controver-
sial volunteer agreement was 
originally unveiled, Filoli said 
it had 1,300 active volunteers. 
The organization’s tax forms say 
it had 1,442 volunteers in 2013. 
Today, there are 850. Ms. New-
port says most of the attrition is 
due to inactive volunteers who 
have been removed from the lists, 
but many volunteers say they 
have left for a host of reasons.

A new tradition
  One change that has drawn 
a major reaction is the end of 
Holiday Traditions.
 This year, instead of closing 
in late October, Filoli remained 
open (except for Mondays, when 
it’s always closed, and Thanks-
giving Day) through Dec. 23. 
The furniture remained in the 
house, with the rooms deco-
rated to reflect the history of the 
Bourn and Roth families who 
had lived there. Rooms that in 
previous years had been filled 
with voracious shoppers snap-
ping up holiday gifts and deco-
rations now had stanchions and 
velvet ropes to keep the public 
away from the exhibits. Display 
cards gave historic information 
about the Bourn and Roth fami-
lies’ Christmas celebrations.  
 This time, shopping was con-
fined to Filoli’s Clocktower gift 
shop, the house’s back porch, 
and a tent set up between the 
house and the shop. The gar-
den remained open, parts of it 
strung with white lights, and 
more family-friendly activities 
were scheduled. 
 The new event, called Holi-
days at Filoli, ran from Nov. 
18 through Dec. 23, more than 

three times the length of the 
Holiday Traditions events, with 
three daytime admission peri-
ods every day but Monday, 
plus two nighttime admissions 
on Fridays and Saturdays. A 
bar was set up in the garden’s 
teahouse. 
 The changes infuriated some 
longtime attendees.
 Robert R. from San Francisco 
wrote on Yelp on the day after 
Holidays at Filoli opened about 
his “deep disappointment.” The 
event, he wrote, had “lost all of 
the magic, splendor and festive 
elements that put us under its 
spell last year.” 
 “Where were the rooms burst-
ing with holiday treasures at 
every turn that you could dis-
cover and admire? Missing was 
the wonderful aroma of sweets, 
the popping of corks and bubbly 
libations and merry laughter 
drifting throughout,” he wrote. 
 “We left disheartened, disap-
pointed and saddened. The 
magical, enchanting and time-
less atmosphere of last year was 
absent,” Robert R. wrote.
 “My mother, child and I have 
been attending Filoli’s Holiday 
Traditions the past few years,” 
wrote Pippi B. from Los Gatos 
on Yelp the same day. “We were 
expecting much grandeur, as in 
years’ past. I’m quite the mini-
malist these days and no longer 
a big consumer of things, but we 
enjoyed strolling through the 
festive halls and spacious rooms 
which were filled to the brim 
with holiday-themed gifts in all 
shapes and sizes. It had always 
been a wonderful way to kick 
start the season!”
 This year, she wrote, the visit 
on opening day was “very much 
a waste of my money.” 
 “If you are planning to buy 

Photo by Natalia Nazarova/The Almanac

Filoli’s reopening for its first-ever winter season was celebrated on Jan. 7 with an evening in the historic 
ballroom featuring the First Street Opera. 

Photo by Natalia Nazarova/The Almanac

Burt and Maria Norall head toward Filoli’s visitors center on Jan. 7 as they attend the members-only 
launch of Filoli’s first-ever public winter season. The estate is now closed only two weeks, instead of three 
months, each year and has also extended operating hours.

Filoli enters its 
second century, 
but some long  

for the past
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advance tickets to Filoli’s Holi-
day Traditions, please know that 
it is absolutely NOT what it once 
was,” Pippi B. wrote.

At least one reviewer said she 
had asked for and received a 
refund from her credit card com-
pany for her admission tickets. 

On Nov. 26, Cathy C. from Los 
Gatos wrote on Yelp: “Coming 
to Filoli for their holiday cel-
ebration has been a tradition in 
my family for over 20 years and 
it was always wonderful until 
this year.”

“The house was cold and 
empty. If I had known it would 
be like this, I would never had 
come,” she wrote. “Filoli is too 
magical a place to be wasted like 
this!”

New format a hit?
Ms. Newport said, however, 

that the new format was a hit, 
drawing 24,217 guests during 
the 30 days it was open. She 
said 78 percent of guests had 
not previously been to Filoli 
during the holidays, and the 
number was far above the 

10,618 who attended during the 
nine days of the 2016 Holiday 
Traditions. 

“While certainly some people 
missed the old format, we had 
many, many more supporters of 
this new program which openly 
welcomed families and allowed 
visitors to see the beautiful 
gardens,” she said. “Plans for 
next year are already underway 
with even more entertainment, 
expanded garden lights and more 
evening hours and new themes 
throughout the house,” she said.

“Retail’s changing,” Ms. New-
port said. “We were lucky we 
were doing as well as it was.”

The Yelp reviews were not 
all negative. Julie M. from San 
Francisco wrote on Nov. 27 
that she and family had made 
two trips this year to Holidays 
at Filoli and “absolutely loved 
our experience.” She said they 
enjoyed the “kid-friendly activi-
ties like craft tables, Santa pho-
tos, and even ponies in the front 
of the mansion! Serious cuteness 
overload. We also got to stroll 
the gardens which, in past years, 

we were never able to do.” 
“Instead of a claustrophobic, 

over-the-top shopping experi-
ence (why on earth would you 
turn a historic house into Macy’s 
on crack!?), they have presented 
the house the way the families 
who lived here would have had 
it which makes complete sense 
if you ask me!” Julie M. wrote. 

“I can’t wait to make this a 
new post-Thanksgiving tradi-
tion for my family each year,” 
she wrote.

While the number of visitors 
was up from the number of 
those attending the much short-
er Holiday Traditions event, 
it was far short of Filoli’s goal. 
According to the Holidays at 
Filoli training manual pro-
vided to volunteers, the goal was 
35,000 visitors — 11,000 more 
than the number who attended. 
The manual said it was possible 
that 50,000 people could attend 
in 2017, and that there is capac-
ity for 75,000 visitors using the 
timed admission scheme. 

Even the members-only eve-
ning event, with prices slashed, 

did not sell all available tickets.
Average daily attendance was 

807 for this year’s Holidays at 
Filoli, whereas at the nine-day 
Holiday Traditions in 2016, with 
shorter operating hours, the 
average daily attendance was 
1,180. 

The revenue goal for this year’s 
event was $838,000, but on Jan. 
4 Ms. Newport said Filoli still 
hadn’t figured out how much 
money it had made.

While the changes in Holiday 
Traditions received much atten-
tion, so did some of the other 
changes that have taken place. 

Filoli Unlocked
After closing for two weeks, 

Filoli reopened on Jan. 7 for 
its first-ever open winter sea-
son, with the theme of “Filoli 

Unlocked.” Opening day was 
reserved for members only, 
with a show of black-and-white 
photos featuring images of gates, 
keys, doors and historic archi-
tecture at the estate, plus an eve-
ning of opera from First Street 
Opera in the ballroom. 

Filoli is open Tuesday through 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
In January members can bring 
one guest at no cost each visit. 
Special tours, which cost an 
additional $10 each, will look 
closely at the garden’s camellias 
(Thursdays and Sundays at 11 
a.m.), Filoli’s architecture (Fri-
day at 11 a.m.), garden objects 
(Saturday at 11 a.m.) and the 
greenhouse (Sunday at 2 p.m.)

Coming next: More on the 
effects of Filoli’s changes on its 
volunteers A

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Matched CareGivers

“There’s no place like home.”

Matched CareGivers is nurse owned and operated 
and has provided the best in home care and case 
management on the peninsula for over 25 years.  

Our trained caregivers provide personal care, 
bathing, dressing, companionship, exercise mobility 
assistance, and much more. 

Menlo Park • San Mateo • San Jose Lic# 41470002

MatchedCareGivers.com

you can count on us to be there. Call (650) 839-2273
When someone you care about needs assistance... 

Photo by Natalia Nazarova/The Almanac

Singers from First Street Opera perform for guests at the “Filoli Unlocked” celebration.

Photo by Michelle Le

Filoli’s historic ballroom set up for Holidays at Filoli in 2017 empty of the 
merchandise of past seasons. Some attendees complained they had been tricked into 
buying tickets for an event completely different from those they had attended in the past.

Photo by Eric Thomas Chu/Special to the Almanac

Filoli’s historic ballroom in 2016, set up for Holiday Traditions, filled with 
merchandise for sale and decorated to the hilt. The event often sold out a month in 
advance, and patrons were handed shopping bags at the door to fill with gifts and decor.
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Employees of the Califor-
nia Unemployment Insurance 
Appeals Board said they did not 
have records of any appeal of 
benefits awarded to Gina Rossi, 
the fourth former employee in 
the lawsuit. 

Many current and former Filoli 
volunteers and employees were 
eager to talk about the events 
that led to the departures of the 
four women and other changes 
that have taken place at Filoli in 
the time since Ms. Newport was 
hired, although most asked to 
speak anonymously.

Through their attorney, the 
four women who filed the lawsuit 
declined to be interviewed by the 
Almanac.

On Dec. 12, Filoli was provided 
a synopsis of this story and the 
quotes used in it, and given a 
chance to comment. Ms. Newport 
responded in an emailed state-
ment that Filoli does not com-
ment on personnel matters. She 
added: “We currently have a very 
positive, passionate, creative and 
supportive team of staff that are 
working hand-in-hand with me, 
in partnership with volunteers 
and with the full support of the 
Board of Directors and National 
Trust for Historic Preservation.”

Carolyn Daley, the president of 

Filoli’s governing board, said the 
board “is not only supportive, but 
excited about the changes that 

have evolved as a result of Kara 
Newportís leadership over the 
past year.”

See the complete text of the two 
women’s comments at Almanac-
News.com.

Linda Fujimoto and 
Holiday Traditions

Linda Fujimoto was 66 and had 
worked at Filoli for more than 10 
years when she was asked to leave 
in November 2016, three days 
into the nine-day Holiday Tradi-
tions event that she oversaw. She 
had announced that she planned 
to retire less than two months 
later, on Jan. 6.

According to the appeals hear-
ing records, Ms. Fujimoto was 
called in by Ms. Newport on 
Nov. 28, and questioned about 
an emailed letter a volunteer had 
sent to board members the night 
before. Ms. Fujimoto was listed as 
having been copied on the email. 

The email, entered as evidence 
in the hearing, said in part: “Did 
the board really authorize Kara 
to dismantle the signature Filoli 
events, discourage and divide the 
staff, and again disrupt the vol-
unteers like what happened with 
the volunteer agreement flap?”

The letter said Holiday Tradi-
tions sales “have exceeded last 
year’s numbers, but have not met 
Kara’s goals despite the fact that 
all three days have been sold out.” 

“There is nothing more we 
can control to meet Kara’s unin-
formed goals. Yet the staff are 
very concerned about what may 

happen to Filoli, to our reputa-
tion in the community and to 
overall morale... .” the email said. 

“Staff have taken a lot of abuse,” 
the email said, prompting the 
email and a request that Holiday 
Traditions “be allowed to finish 
as planned without further med-
dling by an inexperienced-with-
the-ways-of-Filoli ED (executive 
director).” 

“I didn’t know anything about 
the letter,” Ms. Fujimoto told the 
administrative law judge. Ms. 
Fujimoto said Ms. Newport “was 
mad that I did not come to her 
with this letter,” but that she had 
been so busy she had not seen it. 

“She said, ‘Get off the prop-
erty.’ Gave me 10 minutes to get 
off the property,” Ms. Fujimoto 
said. “I said, ‘Are you firing me?’ 
She said, ‘I want you off the 
property.’” 

Lisa Thompson, Filoli ’s 
human resources director, told 
a slightly different story to the 
judge. “Linda said, ‘Would you 
like for me to go?’” Ms. Thomp-
son said. “And Kara said, ‘That 
would probably be best for right 
now for that to happen. You can 
go on ahead and head on out,’” 
Ms. Thompson said.

Ms. Thompson testified there 
were no written reprimands in 
Ms. Fujimoto’s personnel files 
and there had been no warning 
she might be fired. 

“I’d been there 10 years, had 

FILOLI LAWSUIT
continued from page 5

The Only Home Care Solution Offering an Innovative, 
Science-Based Approach to Aging 

Home Care Assistance has elevated the standard of care for older 
adults through our Balanced Care Method™, a holistic approach 
to care for older adults that promotes healthy mind, body and 
spirit and is based on the scientifically studied lifestyles of the 
longest-living people in the world.

Speak to a Care Advisor to schedule your free in-home 

consultation today.

Come visit us! Stop by our office 
conveniently located in downtown 
Palo Alto off Alma.

El Camino Real

Stanford Shopping Center
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High Street

Home Care
Assistance

From our family to yours!
650-416-1571
148 Hawthorne Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301
HomeCareAssistance.com/Palo-Alto

Serving happy clients across Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Atherton, Woodside, Portola Valley and more!
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Photo by Natalia Nazarova/The Almanac

Carolyn Daley, the president of Filoli’s governing board, says the 
board is supportive and excited about the changes at Filoli under Kara 
Newport’s leadership. Here she’s helping to celebrate the start of 
Filoli’s first-ever open winter season on Jan. 7.
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an impeccable record, everyone 
loved me. When (Kara Newport) 
arrived, it was just a different 
game,” Ms. Fujimoto testified.

She also testified that during 
the first three days of the 2016 
Holiday Traditions, which was 
Filoli’s biggest fundraiser of the 
year, sales had been between 
$220,000 and $240,000 each 
day, far above the $180,000 to 
$190,000 in daily sales of the 
previous year. 

Someone who formerly worked 
with Ms. Fujimoto (and who 
asked not to reveal her name) 
said Ms. Fujimoto made the 
Holiday Traditions event, which 
had gone on for 29 years, into 
something “heart-stopping.” 

“She was so easy to work with,” 
the woman said. Each year, as 
the house filled with volunteers 
opening boxes of merchandise 
and decorating trees, Ms. Fuji-
moto’s “name was being called 
out from every room,” the wom-
an said. “The more chaos around 
her, the calmer she was,” she said. 

“Linda (Fujimoto) went 
beyond,” she said. “They had a 
gem in her as a worker.”

The woman said after Ms. 
Fujimoto was told to leave, some 
of the workers called and asked 
her: “What do we do? Do we walk 
out of this place?” Ms. Fujimoto 
told them to “stay and make it the 
best Christmas ever,” the former 
co-worker said. 

‘She would flip’
At an appeal hearing, Ms. 

Fujimoto testified that she was 
subjected to “bullying and the 
hostile environment and dis-
crimination by Kara (Newport).”

“She hated me,” Ms. Fujimoto 
said. “Anything I did, she would 
question it.”

“She’d bully you, she’d harass 
you,” she said

She added: “She gets out of 
control. She had a temper like 
you can’t believe. She would flip.”

“I’m afraid of her, I really am,” 
Ms. Fujimoto said.

Ms. Thompson, however, tes-
tified that she had “not experi-
enced the words that were used 

to describe Kara.” 
“I have never heard Kara raise 

her voice. She is direct. She is 
confident. She knows her busi-
ness,” she said. “She asks a lot of 
questions about everyone,” Ms. 
Thompson said.

Ms. Thompson also said she 
has not been subject to age dis-
crimination. “I’m 64 years old 
and I felt that I’ve been treated 
appropriately,” she said.  

The administrative law judge 
ruled that Ms. Fujimoto had 
“a reasonable, good faith and 
honest fear of harm to (her) 
health and safety from the work 
environment and conditions of 
employment” and should receive 
unemployment compensation.

Employees in tears
Volunteers say they have seen 

several employees in tears. A cur-
rent employee, who asked that 
her name not be used because 
she wants to keep her job, said 
most Filoli employees are now 
very careful of what they say and 
whom they speak with. “Staff no 
longer has the extra pep in its 
step,” she said. “We’re just afraid 
to comment one way or another.” 

Ms. Newport “tends to rep-
rimand volunteers and staff in 
front of people,” she said. 

Dream jobs are turning into 
nightmares, she said. “Everybody 
feels the same way. It’s become 
more of a job, that you almost 
get up in the morning and dread 
coming to,” she said. 

“I think changes need to be 
made,” the employee said. “They 
need to make money. 

“It is a business, we understand 
it,” she said. 

However, she said, “I think the 
spirit and the heart of the (Bourn 
and Roth) families are being 
overlooked.” 

Donna Kenison
Donna Kenison was 57 and 

manager of volunteer and mem-
ber services when she left the job 
she had held since 2008, barely 
a month into Ms. Newport’s 
tenure. 

“I was really looking forward to 
working with the new executive 
director and I had no intention of 
quitting,” Ms. Kenison testified. 

“In the three short weeks in 
which I worked with the new 
Executive Director, I was called 
into her office numerous times 
to be reprimanded,” a memo 
from her personnel files entered 
as evidence says. “I was accused 
of doing and saying things I 
did not do nor say,” she wrote. 
“When I attempted to explain 
myself I was told I was making 
excuses. 

“I was so defeated and discour-
aged that I went out on medical 
leave. Toward the end of my 
leave, I realized that I could not 
jeopardize my mental and emo-
tional health by returning to this 
hostile work environment.

“I was being forced out with 
unreasonable treatment and I 
could not endure the mistreat-
ment any longer.”

She wrote: “I believe I have 
a boss who will never be satis-
fied with my job performance. 
My efforts are minimized and 
deemed unsatisfactory. I am not 
respected. I feel the harassment 

and workplace bullying I have 
been experiencing will continue. 
I cannot endure more of this 
abusive treatment under Kara 
Newport.

“All of this has taken a toll on 
me. I am tired and beaten up.”

However, Ms. Newport told 
the administrative hearing judge, 
“at no time did (Ms. Kenison) 
express to us that she had mental 
anguish about the way in which 
she was being treated.” 

Ms. Newport did admit, how-
ever, that Ms. Kenison had, at 
least once, left a meeting with her 
in tears. 

“It was our goal to have ... all 
employees be as effective as pos-
sible,” she said. 

The administrative law judge 
twice ruled that Ms. Kenison 
should receive benefits. “The 
claimant was not able to return 
to work and resigned from her 
position due to mental and emo-
tional stress,” the administrative 
law judge said. 

“The claimant voluntarily quit 
the most recent work with good 
cause,” she wrote.

Alyssa Gillooley, 
administrative assistant
Alyssa Gillooley, who had worked 
at Filoli for only three years but 
had served two executive direc-
tors and two interim directors, 
lasted only about two months 
after Kara Newport took over. 

Her original unemployment 
benefit award said: “The depart-
ment finds the reasons for the 
discharge do not meet the defi-
nition of misconduct connected 
with the work.” 

Like Ms. Fujimoto, Ms. Gil-
looley, who was 55 at the 
time, was put on administrative 
leave. Ms. Thompson testified 
that “it was a decision that was 
made by Ms. Newport.” 

“There were communication 
disconnects,” Ms. Thompson said. 

Ms. Gillooley testified that she 
had never been fired from a job 
before. Before coming to Filoli, 
she had worked for the Peninsula 
Bible Church in Palo Alto for 17 
years, according to her LinkedIn 

page. She taught Sunday school 
and volunteered for a nonprofit 
that raised funds to build schools 
in Africa. 

“The first four or five weeks, 
(Kara Newport) treated me really 
well,” she testified. “And then 
something changed ... . She want-
ed me out of there.” The Monday 
after she was fired, Ms. Gillooley 
said, there was someone else in 
her job. 

“I tried to work with Kara,” she 
testified. “I said what can I do, 
how can I improve?”

“She tried to be intimidating, 
and she was,” she said about Ms. 
Newport. 

A memo written by Ms. Gil-
looley entered as evidence in the 
appeals hearing said that when 
Ms. Newport first came to Filoli, 
“she told me she wanted a lock 
on her door because she likes to 
lock employees out. At her old 
job she would lock the door and 
hide from her employees. She was 
serious,” the memo says. 

“I found that Kara would forget 
and she was very unorganized,” 
she wrote. “She forgets things 
and then blames me for not pro-
viding her with what she needs.” 

Similar criticism
The memos from Ms. Newport 

found in Ms. Kenison’s and Ms. 
Gillooley’s files are remarkably 
similar. “There can be a harsh-
ness to your words and tone,” she 
wrote in a memo to Ms. Kenison. 
She told Ms. Gillooley, “upon 
occasion your tone and manner 
in which you approach situations 
can be punitive, scolding and 
overall negative.” 

Ms. Gillooley asked Ms. New-
port to help her try to work on 
that. She wrote that she had 
asked her boss: “From now on 

when you think my tone is bad, 
can you call me on it?” 

 “Her response to me was cold 
and curt. ‘Not my job to do that.’” 

Ms. Newport also told Ms. Gil-
looley, in two separate memos: 
“Not everyone needs to know 
everything.” 

To Ms. Kenison she wrote: 
“You need to become far more 
comfortable with not being in the 
‘know’ on everything.” 

Too many directors
Many volunteers and employ-

ees expressed their frustration 
with the fact that Filoli has had 
five executive directors and 
two interim executives since 
2005, when Anne Taylor retired 
after leading the organization 
for 16 years. Susanne Pandich 
lasted only one year, followed 
by Jane Risser, who lasted six 
years. Bob Walker then served 
as interim executive director 
before Cynthia D’Agosta was 
hired and served three years. 
Before Ms. Newport was hired, 
Norm Robinson served as inter-
im director. 

“When she first came, we were 
all so excited to meet this smil-
ing young woman,” the current 
employee said of Ms. Newport.

“We’ve been very patient,” she 
said, adding that Filoli has been 
in need of good leadership from 
an executive director for a long 
time. “The last ones don’t seem to 
be truly what we need,” the 
employee said. A

‘The claimant was not 
able to return to work 
and resigned from her 
position due to mental 
and emotional stress.’
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Kara Newport said that 
while Filoli does not comment 
on personnel matters, she has 
the full support of her board and 
the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, which owns Filoli.

About the cover: Filoli volunteers 

greet visitors to the opening cel-

ebration for the winter season’s 

“Filoli Unlocked,” an evening with 

the First Street Opera in Filoli’s ball-

room. (Photo by Natalia Nazarova/

The Almanac) 

2018 SLURRY SEAL PROJECT

until 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday, February 8, 2018,

2018 SLURRY SEAL PROJECT

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
TOWN OF ATHERTON, CA
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Theater 
The Laramie Project The Palo Alto Players 
present the story of a young teen who was 
brutally murdered in 1998. Jan. 19-Feb. 4, 
8 p.m. $22-$46. Lucie Stern Theater, 1305 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Search facebook.
com/events for more info.

-
 In “Our Great Tchaikovsky,” written 

and performed by Hershey Felder, composer 
Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky springs to life in a tale 
that explores both current Russian politics and 
historical context. Jan. 10-Feb. 11. Show times 
vary. $45-$105, with discounts for educators, 

seniors, under 35. Mountain View Center for 
the Performing Arts, 500 Castro St., Mountain 
View. theatreworks.org/

Concerts
-

ter: Brahms and Dvorak This program jux-
taposes two giants of Romanticism: AntonÌn 
Dvorak and Johannes Brahms, whose Sla-
vonic and Hungarian dances feature alongside 
trio and quintet chamber works. Jan. 19, 7:30-
9:30 p.m. $20-$52; discounts for under-30s. 
The Center for Performing Arts, 555 Middle-
field Road, Atherton. musicatmenlo.org/

 Robert 
Huw Morgan will be performing Organ Mass 
by Nicolas de Grigny (1672-1703) at Memorial 
Church. Jan. 24, 7:30 p.m. Free. Memorial 
Church, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. Search 
events.stanford.edu.

 The Slavyanka Russian 
Chorus presents Slavic Winterfest, a concert 
of Orthodox Christmas hymns, carols and folk 
songs celebrating winter. The chorus will be 
joined by Iskra Etno, a Serbian group who will 
sing about Slavic winter songs and Serbian 
Christmas. Jan. 21, 4-6 p.m. $20; discounts 
for students and children. St. Bede’s Episcopal 

Church, 2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park. 
Search brownpapertickets.com for more info.

 This 
concert will feature music by Couperin, Marais 
and Telemann with Carla Moore, Hanneke 
van Proosdij, Elisabeth Reed, William Skeen, 
Derek Tam and David Tayler. Jan. 19, 8 p.m. 
$5-$45. All Saints Episcopal Church, 555 
Waverley St., Palo Alto. voicesofmusic.org/
Concerts.html

Music 
Pope.L A display of work by Pope.L, a visual 
artist and educator whose multidisciplinary 

practice uses binaries, contraries and pre-
conceived notions embedded within contem-
porary culture to create art works in various 
formats. Jan. 18, 5:30-7 p.m. Free. Oshman 
Hall, 355 Roth Way, Stanford. Search events.
stanford.edu for more info.

 The St. Louis Sym-
phony, the second-oldest orchestra in the 
nation, will perform selections from Thomas 
Ades’ Dances from the opera “Powder Her 
Face,” Benjamin Britten’s Violin Concerto with 
Grammy-winning violinist Augustin Hadelich, 
and Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 1. Jan. 19, 
7:30 p.m. $15-$100. Bing Concert Hall, 327 
Lasuen St., Stanford. Search facebook.com/
events/ for more info.

Talks & Lectures 
 The Menlo Park Library 

will host an author event with Cara Black, New 
York Times bestselling writer of the private 
investigator Aimee Leduc series. Jan. 17, 7 
p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library, 800 Alma St., 
Menlo Park. menlopark.org/

 
Scholar Michelle Oberman, a law professor 
at Santa Clara University, will launch her new 
book “Her Body, Our Laws: On the Front Lines 
of the Abortion War, From El Salvador to Okla-
homa.” Jan. 17, 7-9 p.m. Free. Books Inc. 855 
El Camino Real, Palo Alto. booksinc.net/event/

1927 - 1938 The event will feature a film 
screening of “The Fall of the Romanov Dynas-
ty” and include a Q&A with the audience after 
the screening. Jan. 25, 6 p.m. Free. Cantor 
Arts Center auditorium, Stanford University, 
450 Serra Mall, Stanford. events.stanford.edu

 
Two of America’s prominent poets, Matthew 
Zapruder and Louise Glück, will discuss 
why poetry matters. Zapruder’s work has 
appeared everywhere from The New Yorker 
to The Paris Review, while Gluck has won a 
Pulitzer Prize. Jan. 17, 7:30-9 p.m. $50, with 
book; $25, general admission; $15, students. 
Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo 
Park. Search eventbrite.com for more info.

Family 
 Chil-

dren ages 6 and older can work on a creative 
project with specially designed tools and 
cardboard. Jan. 17, 3-4 p.m. Free. Woodside 
Library, 3140 Woodside Road, Woodside. 

 Parents will 
hear about curriculum, mission and school cul-
ture of the Woodland School, followed by a Q&A 
session. Applying students from kindergarten 
through eighth grade will have the opportunity 
to participate in a group design challenge with 
other applicants of similar age. Jan. 20, 10 a.m.-
noon. Woodland School, 360 La Cuesta Drive, 
Portola Valley. woodland-school.org/openhouse

Film 
Movie Matinee An after-school matinee for 
children of “Smurfs: The Lost Village,” a PG-
rated, 89-minute film. Snacks provided. Jan. 
18, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Free. Woodside Library, 
3140 Woodside Road, Woodside. 

Lessons & Classes
Paint Like Henri Matisse Students will learn 
how to paint in the style of Post-Expressionist 
artist Henri Matisse. Supplies provided; registra-
tion is required. Jan. 19, 1-3 p.m. Free. Wood-
side Library, 3140 Woodside Road, Woodside. 

Health & Wellness 
 

SafeSpace is offering youth mental health first 
aid classes. This one-day, eight-hour course 
introduces common mental health challenges 
for youth, reviews typical adolescent develop-
ment and teaches a five-step action plan on 
how to help young people in both crisis and 
non-crisis situations. Jan. 20, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
$20. SafeSpace Community Engagement 
Center, 708 Oak Grove Ave., Menlo Park. 
Search eventbrite.com for more info.

Outdoor Recreation 
 Participants will 

explore the lower part of Huddart Park for 
five miles on a hike while learning about the 
park’s history. Jan. 17, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. 
Huddart County Park, 1100 Kings Mountain 
Road, Woodside. huddartwunderlichfriends.
org/events/

West Bay Sanitary District  
Notice of Public Hearing

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the District Board of the West 
Bay Sanitary District will conduct a Public Hearing on Wednesday 
evening, January 24, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Conference 
Room located at 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park.

The purpose of the Public Hearing will be to consider 
Silicon Valley Clean Water CIP Bond Issuance of 
$35,000,000 Allocable to West Bay Sanitary District.

The need for this bond issuance was discussed by the District 
Board at the December 13, 2017 Board meeting.

Silicon Valley Clean Water (SVCW) is proceeding with a Bond 
issuance, in February 2018, of approximately $150,000,000 
for their Capital Improvement Program (CIP) in particular the 
replacement of the Conveyance System delivering wastewater 
from the member agencies to the SVCW treatment Facility.

West Bay Sanitary District will be obligated for debt service 
on $35,000,000 and as the governing body authorizing this 
obligation on behalf of the District, must comply with Senate 
Bill 450 (Chapter 625, Statutes of 2017) requiring California 
local agencies, including special districts, to disclose the full 

of the bonds.

REQUIRED GOOD FAITH ESTIMATES PURSUANT TO 
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 5852.1

1. True Interest Cost of the Bonds: 3.24%.

2.  Finance charge for the portion of the Bonds which 
is allocable to  the District, being the sum of all fees 
and charges paid to third parties (Costs of Issuance 
of approximately $98,803 plus estimated underwriter’s 
compensation and bond insurance assuming bond 
insurance is obtained): 8

3.  Amount of proceeds of the Bonds expected to be 
received by the Authority which is allocable to the 
District, net of proceeds for Costs of Issuance in 
(2) above and net of capitalized interest (if any) and 
reserves (if any) paid or funded with the proceeds of the 
Bonds: $35,328,026.

4.  Total payment amount for the portion of the Bonds which 
is allocable to the District, being the sum of (a) debt 

$55,862,856.

At this hearing, the Board of Directors will consider public 
comment. If you would like additional information, please call 
the District at 650-321-0384.

West Bay Sanitary District /s/Phil Scott

Board of Directors  District Manager 
San Mateo County, California

Dated: January 10, 2018

2018 SPRING PATCHING PROJECT
Grind and replace approximately 20,000 square feet 
of asphalt to a six-inch depth. This work to include all 

http://www.
ci.atherton.ca.us/bids.aspx at no cost. The Contractor shall 
be responsible for any addendums that may be posted on 
the Town’s website.  

until 2:00 p.m. 
Thursday, February 8, 2018, at 

which time bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.
Bids must be for the entire work, and shall be submitted 

2018 SPRING PATCHING PROJECT

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
TOWN OF ATHERTON, CA

The Town of Atherton will accept bids for construction of the 

Visit us at www.avenidas.org/care  •  Call us today at 
(650) 289-5499 to schedule a free visiting day!

• Transportation

• Physical therapy

•  Nutritious lunches

•  Group Exercise

•  Socializing

•  Engaging activities

We accept Long Term 

Care Insurance, VA, 

Medi-Cal and offer 

a sliding scale for 

private pay.

Enroll them in our adult day care  
and they’ll receive:

Worried about your aging  
parents during the day?

Submitting items for the Calendar
Go to AlmanacNews.com and see the Community Calendar 
module at the top right side of the page. Click on “Add your event.” If 
the event is of interest to a large number of people, also e-mail a press 
release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.

M E E T I N G S ,  M U S I C ,  T H E AT E R ,  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

Calendar
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By Michael Brady

I 
have been an attorney for 50 years 
here on the Peninsula and have 
spent 10 of those years working, at 

no charge, in fighting statewide high-
speed rail (HSR) and the expansion of 
HSR to the Peninsula. I think I know a 
lot about the issues and the dire adverse 
effects faced by the Peninsula if this 
comes to pass — including Caltrain 
electrification.

This is a game being played by Cal-
train. Electrifying the corridor from 
San Francisco to San Jose will get you 
to San Francisco a few minutes faster 
than a modern Tier 4 diesel system (yes, 
new diesel, not the old-fashioned one 
we now have).

And did you know these facts?
 Already Caltrain’s electrification 

program has gone from $800 million 
in cost to nearly $3 billion!

 Modern Tier 4 diesel will not 
require condemnation of property or 
the removal of thousands of trees and 
other vegetation. 

 Modern diesel will not involve 
ugly, 45-foot catenary towers and wires 
making the Peninsula look like an ugly, 
denuded (no vegetation), industrial-
ized slum, devoid of the beauty it now 
possesses.

 Modern Tier 4 diesel could be 
implemented immediately, whereas 
electrification will take many years of 
disruption and construction headaches.

 Modern Tier 4 diesel would cost 20 
percent of what Caltrain says electrifi-
cation will cost.

Do the voters on the Peninsula realize 
that Caltrain, vastly overstretched and 
poorly managed, is about to go on a 
big campaign to enact a permanent tax 
imposed on all of us to finance its ill-
conceived plans for HSR and Caltrain 
electrification, when modern Tier 4 
diesel would make that unnecessary?

Caltrain has waged a 15-year cam-
paign to completely suppress all discus-
sions of the modern diesel alternative, 
pretending that electrification is the 
only way to go; and no wonder, since 
its little partner, the California High-
Speed Rail Authority, is telling Cal-
train to do exactly that and is giving it 

hundreds of millions of dollars to do 
HSR’s bidding.

The plans for Caltrain electrification 
are a disaster, indicative of the wholly 
incompetent management of Caltrain. 
Caltrain seeks to develop a “signaling” 
system that will automatically raise 
the crossing gates as an electric train 
approaches the intersection. And who 
have the geniuses at Caltrain hired to 
do this? A company called Balfour-
Beatty, which has been working on 
a signaling system in Denver for an 
electrical train system with 15 intersec-
tions. The company has been working 
on that system for almost two years, 
and concedes that it will not work (state 
and federal regulators agree) and, as 
a result, in Denver they have had to 
have individual flag-persons working 
24:7 to make the trains work and avoid 
collisions (back to 19th century tech-
nology!). Knowing this, Caltrain hires 
Balfour anyway! What a scandal.

HSR is planned to come up the Pen-
insula. The number of trains crossing 
52 intersections (going northbound 
and southbound) will be 20 per hour. 
The crossing guards will have to come 
down every three minutes! Right now, 
they come down every six minutes at 
most. Three minutes will paralyze the 

Peninisula (almost all intersections 
are at grade), inhibiting getting to and 
from work, school, shopping, and to the 
hospital, and adding to the intolerable 
gridlock that now exists in the lower 
Peninsula, from San Carlos to Moun-
tain View.

And there is even a third disaster. 
To avoid collisions between trains, 
Caltrain for more than six years has 
spent tens of millions of dollars on a 
system called CBOSS, or positive train 
control (PTC). Caltrain recently fired 
the contractor on that project because 
it could not make the system work, and 
now must start over from scratch. How 
encouraging for the future. Great man-
agement, Caltrain!

Peninsula residents have no clue as 
to the financial and aesthetic disasters 
awaiting them. Is getting to the Museum 
of Modern Art four minutes faster on 
an electric train worth all this? Could 
the billions for electric trains, versus 
a system costing 25 percent as much 
(modern Tier 4 diesel), be used for more 
high-priority projects? Of course. But 
there is no discussion of these matters 
as we tear down the course of permanent 
and irretrievable destruction.

Wake up, Peninsula residents! Do 
something before it is too late. 

Caltrain’s electrification plans ‘a disaster’

Why should new library 
bump identified priorities? 
Editor

Sure a new library would be 
great. So would a lot of things. 
That’s why the council holds 
sessions each year to establish 
The List. When it’s deserving 
enough for at least three council 
votes, it goes in the 180-page 
Capital Improvement Projects 
list, or CIP.

There are six categories (not 
counting the self-funded water 
department), with a CIP budget 
of $5.475 million. The two larg-
est categories are streets and 
sidewalks at $2.2 million and 
parks and recreation at $1.565 
million; third on the list is city 
buildings (including the library) 
at $785,000.

Upon seeing a $30 million gift 
dangled in front of them if they 
prioritize a whole new down-
town library building (the city 
has to pay the first $20 million 
plus “soft costs”), the council 

jumped — and in effect decided 
to pay for it by borrowing $25 
million to $30 million. At a cost 
of up to $3 million in payments 
per year for 30 years.
 So if we repair and maintain 
no more streets or sidewalks 
for 30 years, we only need to 
cut another $800,000 from the 
previous priorities.
 If the council can’t make 
the hard choices of what is 
most needed, something is very 
wrong in Menlo Park.

Henry Riggs 
Callie Lane, Menlo Park

Applause for M-A 
senior’s guest opinion
Editor:
 Brava to Menlo-Atherton 
senior Beatrix Geaghan-Breiner 
for her guest opinion in the Jan. 
3 Almanac. Her article makes 
crystal clear the reasons Menlo 
Park should reject the idea of 
hiring conservative lobbying 
firm Mercury Public Affairs to 
represent our city in Washing-
ton, D.C. 
 Not having done my home-
work on this issue, I opined 

that it was a poor idea to spend 
money on lobbying, but had 
no idea that the group being 
considered stands against the 
general interests of our more 
inclusive citizenry. What were 
Mayor Keith and the City Coun-
cil members thinking?!
 When she finishes her edu-
cation, Ms. Geaghan-Breiner 
should consider running for 
public office. Perhaps she will 
represent us one day in the 
nation’s capital.

Nancy Barnby 
Spruce Avenue, Menlo Park

Lowering roadways for 
tracks could cause flooding
Editor:
 For Caltrain grade separa-
tions, Menlo Park is consid-
ering lowering the roadways 
at Ravenswood, Oak Grove, 
and Glenwood avenues. Among 
other issues — disruption dur-
ing construction, complex traf-
fic patterns, etc. — to do so 
would add the ongoing and 
permanent problem of water 
pumps’ operation and mainte-
nance and potential flooding of 

the roadways.
 The Oregon Expressway 
underpass frequently f loods, 
either because the rain is too 
much for the pumps to handle, 
or the pumps fail, as they did 
recently due to a power out-
age. Menlo Park should not 
introduce this problem where 

the problem does not currently 
exist. Fully open elevated struc-
tures avoid lowering the road-
ways and avoid introducing this 
problem, among many other 
benefits.

Mike Forster
Palo Alto

LETTERS
Our readers write

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUESIDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

Viewpoint

What’s on your mind?
 From City Hall politics and the schools to transportation 

and other pressing issues, the Almanac aims to keep 

readers informed about their community. But we also 

want to hear from you.

 Tell us what’s on your mind by sending your letters to 

letters@AlmanacNews.com. Or snail-mail them to: The 

Almanac, 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306.

 Letters should be no longer than 300 words. 

 You can also submit a longer piece of 450 to 600 words 

for consideration to publish as a guest opinion column.

 Questions? Email Renee Batti at rbatti@AlmanacNews.com, 

or call 650-223-6528.

GUEST OPINION

Michael Brady is 

a longtime Menlo 

Park resident. He 

practices law in 

Redwood City.
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Woodside Vineyard Estate
Offered at $34,600,000

Michael Dreyfus
650.485.3476

m.dreyfus@ggsir.com
CalBRE 01121795

Noelle Queen
650.427.9211
n.queen@ggsir.com
CalBRE 01917593
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Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.  
Buyer to verify all information to their satisfaction.

monicacormanbroker
650.543.1164

CalRE #01111473    

mcorman@apr.com
MonicaCorman.com     

650.823.8212

CalRE #01911643

mmontoya@apr.com
MandyMontoya.com

mandymontoya

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY  1:30 - 4:30 

4 RUSSELL COURT, MENLO PARK
Offered at $3,200,000

Monica was ranked in the  
Top Tier by  

the Wall Street Journal 
 2016 and 2017  

Nationwide List of  
Top Real Estate Professionals.

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY  1:30 - 4:30 

1115 OREGON AVENUE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,350,000

TWO NEW LISTINGS OPEN THIS WEEKEND!   

This lovely 3 bed, 2 bath, North Palo Alto home is located in a neighborhood of  tree-lined streets and is tucked 
away on a private corner lot surrounded by graceful gardens. This one level home offers a spacious living room with 
recessed lights and wood-burning fireplace, a formal dining room, bay windows, hardwood floors, and crown molding 
throughout, plus a beautifully renovated kitchen.        www.1115OregonAve.com

SUMMARY FEATURES
• 3 bed, 2 bath home of  1,195 sq. ft. 
• Approximately 6,000 sq. ft. lot
• Attached 1-car garage
• Upgraded & renovated in last 3 years
• Minutes to the refurbished Edgewood Shop-

ping Center with wonderful shops including 
upscale grocery The Market, and Starbucks.

• Excellent Palo Alto Schools: Duveneck, Jordan 
and Palo Alto High School. Buyer to verify. 

SUMMARY FEATURES
• Beautiful Custom Home: designed by  

San Francisco Architect Ken Linsteadt
• 4 bedroom, 3 bath floorplan built in 2003
• Impressive finishes include gorgeous vertical 

grain Douglas fir cabinetry and trim.
• High wood ceilings, beautiful tall windows, 

white oak floors, metal roof  and more.
• Main-level office/bedroom with private bath 

and separate entrance.
• Private cul-de-sac location, convenient to 

Menlo Park and Palo Alto amenities, Stanford 
University and major commute routes.     

A charming, private front courtyard welcomes you to the beautifully landscaped garden  
designed by Katsy Swan includes a large ipe deck overlooking a bocce ball court  

for enjoyable entertaining. This very handsome home is located on a private cul-de-sac, 
convenient to both Menlo Park and Palo Alto amenities

www.4RussellCourt.com
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THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including

Menlo Park Menlo Park-Downtown 
650.462.1111 650.304.3100

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

AT H E RTO N     $1 9,8 8 0,0 0 0

1 Belbrook Way  |  6BD/7 & 2.5BA
Ali Faghiri  |  650.346.4727

License # 01247404
BY APPOINTMENT

WO O DS I D E     $1 2 , 5 0 0,0 0 0  
122 Lakeview Drive  |  7BD/6.5BA

Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.888.4898
License # 00373961/License # 01329216

BY APPOINTMENT

AT H E RTO N     $ 5, 2 5 0,0 0 0

197 Glenwood Avenue  |  4BD/3.5BA
Judy Citron  |  650.543.1206

License # 01825569
BY APPOINTMENT

PA LO  A LTO     $2 , 3 5 0,0 0 0   
1115 Oregon Avenue  |  3BD/2BA

M Corman & M Montoya  |  650.543.1164
License # 01111473/License # 01911643

BY APPOINTMENT

AT H E RTO N     $1 7, 5 0 0,0 0 0  
60 Monte Vista Avenue  |  5BD/6 & 3.5BA
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.888.0860
License # 00373961/License # 01329216

BY APPOINTMENT

AT H E RTO N     $9, 3 5 0,0 0 0  
58 Winchester Drive  |  5BD/5.5BA

Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.888.0860
License # 00373961/License # 01329216

BY APPOINTMENT

P O RTO L A  VA L L EY     $ 4 , 249,0 0 0  
96 Hillbrook Drive  |  5BD/3.5BA

Joe Bentley  |  650.867.0199
License # 01082626
BY APPOINTMENT

SA N  M AT EO     $1 ,9 98,0 0 0  
777 Sequioa Avenue  |  3BD/2.5BA

Gary Bulanti  |  650.483.5532
License # 01232945
BY APPOINTMENT

AT H E RTO N     $1 4 ,8 0 0,0 0 0  

390 Stevick Drive  |  5BD/5BA
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.888.0860
License # 00373961/License # 01329216

BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO  PA R K     $ 5,9 98,0 0 0  
415 Olive Street  |  4BD/4&2.5BA

Joe Parsons  |  650.279.8892
License # 01449421
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO  PA R K     $ 3, 2 0 0,0 0 0  
4 Russell Court  |  4BD/3BA

M Corman & M Montoya  |  650.543.1164
License # 01111473/License # 01911643

BY APPOINTMENT

R E DWO O D  C I T Y     $ 82 8,0 0 0  
1126 Woodside Road #6  |  2BD/2.5BA

Suzie Soden  |  650.315.8922
License # 01968975

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
144 million U.S. Adults read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message 
out with California’s PRMedia Release “ 
the only Press Release Service operated 
by the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or http://
prmediarelease.com/california (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY AFTER SALE

HUGE BOOK SALE JAN 13 AND 14

Mountain View Space Camp!

SAN ANTONIO HOBBY SHOP

Start Dancing in 2018 (3 -teen)

Valentines Day Singles Dance

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano  
Private piano lessons. In your home 
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years 
exp. 650/493-6950

Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.  
Most instruments, voice.  
All ages and levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

135 Group Activities
Learn to Square Dance!

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR  
TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care of. Call 1-800-731-5042 
(Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat  
or RV? Do the humane thing.  
Donate it to the Humane Society.  
Call 1- 800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Mountain View High School Wear

Vintage Mountain View Mugs

220 Computers/
Electronics
 Avira Phone Number - 0.00

Avira Support Number - 0.00

230 Freebies
Brown Sofa - FREE

235 Wanted to Buy
WANTED! Old Porsche  
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $ 
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE  
1-707- 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Baby Einstein Walker - $25

Everything MUST Go! - $negotiabl

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00  
 MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD:www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

 2018 Free Events Calendar - $00.

Mind
& Body

405 Beauty Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE  
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. Order 
now! 1-844-703-9774. (Cal-SCAN)

425 Health Services
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted,local experts 
today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-855-467-6487. (Cal-SCAN)

MAKE THE CALL  
TO START GETTING CLEAN TODAY. 
Free 24/7 Helpline for alcohol & drug 
addiction treatment. Get help! It is time 
to take your life back! Call Now:  
855-732-4139 (AAN CAN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere!  
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: 1-844-359-3976. 
(Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
877-362-2401 (AAN CAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Computer Vision Engineer  
Alcatraz AI, Inc. has job opp. in Palo Alto, 
CA: Computer Vision Engineer. Dvlp 
comp. vision tech. for co. products. Mail 
resumes refernc’g Req. #CVE18 to: Attn: 
V. Gaydarzhiev, 516 High St., Palo Alto, 
CA 94301.

ENGINEERING  
Pure Storage, Inc. has following job 
opps. in Mountain View, CA: Software 
Engineer [Req. #ESW29]. Dsgn & dvlp 
SW apps for flash memory storage 
devices. Member of Technical Staff 
(Software Engineer) [Req. #MTS34]. 
Dsgn & dvlp SW for data storage prdcts. 
Mail resumes refernc’g Req. # to: G. 
Vega, 401 Castro St, 3rd Flr, Mountain 
View, CA 94041.

Engineering. Various levels of 
experience.  
Informatica LLC has the following 
position available in Redwood City, CA: 
Product Manager (VNA-CA): Define, 
develop and manage activities for key 
areas of the Informatica cloud IPaaS 
platform including cloud based elastic 
agent infrastructure, analytics, high 
availability, multi-tenancy and cloud 
organizations, APIs, etc. from product 
definition and planning through 
production, release, and end of life. 
Submit resume by mail to: Informatica 
LLC, Attn: Global Mobility, 2100 Seaport 
Blvd., Redwood City, CA 94063. Must 
reference job title and job code: VNA-CA. 

IT/Software  
Laserlike, Inc. has an opening in Mountain 
View, CA for a Software Engineer, Frontend 
(SWEF01) Developing mobile applications 
for iOS, Android etc. using Javascript and 
experience building user interface code 
interacting with backend APIs. Location: 
888 Villa Street, Ste. 200, Mountain View, 
CA, 94041. Send resume including job code 
SWEF01 to jobs@laserlike.com to apply.

MobileIron/Senior Escalation 
Manager  
Senior Escalation Manager (Job Code: 
SEM-AS): Liaison btwn Supp Engr/
Sustaining Engr/Dev Engr on Escalated 
Cstmr Supp cases. MS+2orBS+5. Mail 
resume to MobileIron, Attn: Piper Galt, 
401 E. Middlefield Rd, Mt. View, CA 
94043. Must ref title & code.

TECHNOLOGY  
Hewlett Packard Enterprise is 
an industry leading technology 
company that enables customers 
to go further, faster. HPE is 
accepting resumes for the 
position of Compensation 
and Benefits Advisor in Palo 
Alto, CA (Ref. #HPECPALMETD). 
Provide analytical support to help 
implement, administer and evaluate 
compensation strategies consistent 
with business and human resource 
strategies related to annual equity 
awards (options and restricted 
stock units), off-cycle equity awards, 
employee stock purchase plan, 
job architecture, base pay, and 
short-term incentives as necessary. 
Mail resume to Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise, 14231 Tandem Boulevard, 
Austin, TX 78728. Resume must 
include Ref. #, full name, email 
address & mailing address. No phone 
calls. Must be legally authorized to 
work in U.S. without sponsorship. 
EOE.

560 Employment 
Information
No experience, all types  
sizes, races, & ages (18+). Work in 
films, magazines, or from home on live 
streaming websites. Call United Casting 
NOW: 212-726-2100 (AAN CAN)

PAID IN ADVANCE!  
Make $1000 A Week Mailing Brochures 
From Home! No Experience Required. 
Helping home workers since 2001! 
Genuine Opportunity. Start Immediately! 
www.AdvancedMailing.net (AAN CAN)

Business
Services

624 Financial
Are you in BIG trouble  
with the IRS? Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.  
Call 855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)

Social Security Disability?  
Up to $2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in 
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call Bill 
Gordon & Associates. 1-800-966-1904. 
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL., member TX/NM 
Bar. (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Lowest Prices on Health  
& Dental Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! Call Now! 
888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
Denied Credit??  
 Work to Repair Your Credit Report With 
The Trusted Leader in Credit Repair. Call 
Lexington Law for a FREE credit report 
summary & credit repair consultation. 
855-620-9426. John C. Heath, Attorney 
at Law, PLLC, dba Lexington Law Firm. 
(AAN CAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
 Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant 
in today’s hostile business climate? 
Gain the edge with California News 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

695 Tours & Travel
Tours, Vacation Packages  
and Travel Packages since 1952. 
Visit Caravan.com for details or call 
1-800-CARAVAN for catalog. (CalSCAN)

Home
Services

707 Cable/Satellite
Cut the Cable!  
CALL DIRECTV. Bundle & Save! Over 145 
Channels PLUS Genie HD-DVR. $50/
month for 2 Years (with AT&T Wireless.) 
Call for Other Great Offers!  
1-866-249-0619 (Cal-SCAN)

DISH Network  
190+ Channels. FREE Install. FREE 
Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24 
mos).Add High Speed Internet - $14.95 
(where avail.) CALL Today & SAVE 25%! 
1-844 536-5233. (Cal-SCAN)

Dish Network-Satellite Televis  
Services. Now Over 190 channels for 
ONLY $49.99/mo! HBO-FREE for one 
year, FREE Installation, FREE Streaming, 
FREE HD. Add Internet for $14.95 a 
month. 1-800-373-6508 (AAN CAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Silvia’s Cleaning  
We don’t cut corners, we clean them! 
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service 
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est. 
415/860-6988

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean 
Ups *Irrigation timer programming. 
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242 
landaramon@yahoo.com

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include their 
license numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s status at 
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

754 Gutter Cleaning
Roofs, Gutters, Downspouts  
cleaning. Work guar. 30 years exp. 
Insured. Veteran Owned. Jim Thomas 
Maintenance, 408-595-2759 
jimthomasmaintenance.com

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage  
to Your Home? Call for a quote for 
professional cleanup & maintain the 
value of your home! Set an appt. today! 
Call 1-855-401-706

Alex Peralta Handyman  
Kit. and bath remodel, int/ext. paint, 
tile, plumb, fence/deck repairs, foam 
roofs/repairs. Power wash. Alex,  
650-465-1821

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650-322-8325, phone calls 
ONLY.

Real
Estate

805 Homes for Rent
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA - $7,000.

Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA  
Remodeled West Menlo Park 3 
Bed,2Bath, Los Lomitas Schools, No 
Smoking or Pets, $7,000.00 Mo. 
650 851 4464 

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
Menlo Park, 1 BR/1 BA - $1600/mth

855 Real Estate 
Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s highly competitive market? 
Gain an edge with California News 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the Smart Search Feature. For more 
information call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 
or www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN

890 Real Estate 
Wanted
KC BUYS HOUSES  
FAST - CASH - Any Condition. Family 
owned & Operated . Same day offer! 
(951) 805-8661  
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM (Cal-SCAN)

Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!
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200-299

  KIDS STUFF 
330-399

  MIND & BODY 
400-499
JOBS 
500-599 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
800-899
PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 
995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

No phone 
 number in the ad?  

GO TO  
FOGSTER.COM for 
contact information

YOU DON’T 
NEED IT, SELL IT IN THE 
ALMANAC 
MARKETPLACE

IF To place a Classified ad in The 
Almanac, The Palo Alto Weekly 
or The Mountain View Voice call 

326-8216 or at fogster.com
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fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
BAY GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 275767  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Bay General Contractor, located at 308 
Sheridan Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
HOANG CHIEU NGUYEN 
308 Sheridan Drive 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 04/15/2008. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 29, 2017.  
(ALM Dec. 27, 2017; Jan. 3, 10, 17, 2018)

File No. 276009 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: NRG Residential Solar 
Solutions, 804 Carnegie Center, 
Princeton, NJ 08540, County: Mercer 
Registered Owner(s): NRG Residential 
Solar Solutions LLC, 804 Carnegie 
Center, Princeton, NJ 08540, DE 
This business is conducted by: a limited 
liability company. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: 
12/11/2012. 
I declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
information which he or she knows to 
be false is guilty of a crime.) 
Signature of Registrant: 
Kevin P. Malcarney 
Print name of person signing. If 
corporation, also print corporate title of 
officer: Kevin P. Malcarney, Secretary 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of SAN MATEO COUNTY on 
December 14, 2017. 
Notice - In accordance with subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end 
of five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk. Except, as provided in subdivision 
(b) of Section 17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change in the facts 
set forth in the statement pursuant to 
Section 17913 other than a change in 
the residence address of a registered 
owner. A New Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. 
The filing of this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in violation 
of the rights of another under Federal, 
State, or Common Law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code). 
New Filing 
MARK CHURCH, COUNTY CLERK 
SAN MATEO COUNTY 
BY: XIMENA CASTILLO, 
Deputy Clerk 
CN944113 10723937 SQ Dec 27, 2017, 
Jan 3,10,17, 2018

EL DORADO TOWING SERVICES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276122  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
El Dorado Towing Services, located at 
429 Macarthur Ave., Redwood City, CA 
94063, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
EMILIO PRIETO GOMEZ 
6295 Escallonia Dr. 
Newark, CA 94560 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 12/08/17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on December 27, 2017. 
(ALM Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 2018)

MGB MOBILE CAR WASH AND HOUSE 
CLEANING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276167  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
MGB Mobile Car Wash and House 
Cleaning, located at 1169 Willow Rd. 
Apt. #3, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County.  

Registered owner(s): 
MIRIAM GAMBOA CAMPOS 
1169 Willow Rd., Apt. #3 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
GEORGINA BARRERA 
1169 Willow Rd., Apt. #3 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: Married 
Couple.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 1-21-18. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 2, 2018. 
(ALM Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31, 2018)

CASTELLON DRYWALL 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276190  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Castellon Drywall, located at 157 Arch 
St. Apt. #304, Redwood City, CA 94062, 
San Mateo County. 
Registered owner(s): 
DANIEL CASTELLON GARCIA 
157 Arch St. Apt. #304 
Redwood City, CA 94062  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 11-12-17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 3, 2018. 
(ALM Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31, 2018)

A & G LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276200  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
A & G Landscape Construction, located 
at 72 Alameda De Las Pulgas, Redwood 
City, CA 94062, San Mateo County; 
Mailing address: P.O Box 620303, 
Woodside, CA 94062.  
Registered owner(s): 
NOE GARCIA 
7767 Thornton Ave. 
Newark, CA 94560 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 1-4-18. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 4, 2018.  
(ALM Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31, 2018)

EL DORADO TOWING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276198  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
El Dorado Towing, located at 429 
Macarthur Ave., Redwood City, CA 
94063, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
EMILIO PRIETO GOMEZ 
6295 Escallonia Dr. 
Newark CA 94560  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 12/08/17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 4, 2018. 
(ALM Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31, 2018)

UNFORGETTABLE BAPTISM, BABY 
SHOWER & ACCESSORIES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276062  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
UNFORGETTABLE Baptism, Baby 
Shower & Accessories, located at 3262 
Middlefield Rd., Menlo Park, CA 94025, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s):  
LUCIA PAREDES 
625 Lakehaven Dr. 
Sunnyvale, CA 94089 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 12/19/17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on December 19, 2017.  
(ALM Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31, 2018)

ROY’S DRIVE-IN CLEANERS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276178  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Roy’s Drive-In Cleaners, located at 1100 
El Camino Rl, Redwood City, CA 94063, 

San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
GRACE J. CHUNG 
4024 Fair Oaks Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 2002. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 3, 2018. 
(ALM Jan. 17, 24, 31; Feb. 7, 2018)

BAY VIEW LANDSCAPING & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276235  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Bay View Landscaping & Garden 
Maintenance, located at 2730 
Devonshire Ave., Redwood City, CA 
94063, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
BENITO AGUILAR CIBRIAN 
2730 Devonshire Ave. 
Redwood City, CA 94063  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 03-02-2014. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 8, 2018.  
(ALM Jan. 17, 24, 30; Feb. 7, 2018)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 17CIV05862 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner: MEGAN STREICHER filed a 
petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:  
JOHN SLOCUM NICHOLS to JOHN DAVID 
STREICHER- NICHOLS.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition without 
a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: February 8, 2018, 
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ, of the Superior Court 
of California, County of San Mateo, 
located at 400 County Center, Redwood 
City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: 
 THE ALMANAC 
Date: Dec. 27, 2017  
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31, 2018)

Public Notices

WE HANDLE ALL YOUR LEGAL 
PUBLISHING NEEDS

THE PENINSULA’S FREE  
CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE

Fogster.com is a unique website  
offering free postings from communities  

throughout the Bay Area 

and  
an opportunity for your ad to appear  

in The Almanac, the Palo Alto Weekly,  
and the Mountain View Voice.

To place a Classified ad in The Almanac,  
The Palo Alto Weekly or  

The Mountain View Voice call  
326-8216 or at fogster.com

No phone number in the ad? 

GO TO

FOGSTER.COM

fogster.com
Think Globally,

Post Locally.

"Our lives 
begin to 

end the day 
we become 
silent about 
things that 

matter."

650.245.1845

LEHUA GREENMAN
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Los Altos | 7/9.5 | $18,000,000
10718 Mora Dr. 
Spectacular 7Bd Los Altos Hills estate; huge 
views, 24ft ceilings, inf pool & guest house.

Woodside | 4/4.5 | $13,500,000
1250 Canada Road 
Approx. 5 acs in Central Woodside, working 
equestrian center. Fantastic Woodside Value 

Hidden Valley | 5/5.5 | $8,900,000
135 Farm Rd 
Classic estate on 4+ acres w/ equestrian 
facilities, pool and tennis court 135Farm.com

Pescadero | 4/4 full + 2 half | $7,750,000
301 Ranch Road West 
186 Acre Exceptional Ranch Estate w/ 3 parcels 
complete this Rare Retreat in SF Bay Area.

Atherton | 5/3.5 | $5,988,000
157 Watkins Ave 
Beautifully remodeled 1-level home w/ resort-like 
backyard. Nearly 1 acre on a private lot

Menlo Park | 5/5.5 | $5,800,000
625 Hobart St 
Contemporary award winning Masterpiece home. 
5 bd suites. Gorgeous gardens.625HobartSt.com

Carmel | 3/2 | $2,950,000
Casanova 3NE 
Remodeled, Light & Bright Carmel Cottage-Style 
home. 4 blocks to dog-friendly Carmel Beach

Woodside | 4/3.5 | $2,850,000
580 Old La Honda Rd 
Custom-built home on 9.5+ acres with splendid 
views is worth the drive – 580OldLaHonda.com

Burlingame | 4/3 | $2,750,000
1125 Oxford Rd 
Beautifully remodeled on one of Burlingame’s 
Premier streets. Great curb appeal. It’s a 10

San Carlos | 2/2.5 | $1,288,000
5 Chicory Lane 
Spectacular Bay views w/open floor plan & wood 
floors. 2BD/2.5BA + den. 2 car gar. 1793 sf

       Californiahome.me       cbcalifornia        cb_california       cbcalifornia        coldwellbanker

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the 

Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker  

Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  CalRE# #01908304

COLDWELL BANKER

Woodside | 4/4.5 | $8,495,000
3970 Woodside Rd 
Custom Craftsman on approx 2 acres w/ 
vineyard, vast lawns & next to Wunderlich Park.

Portola Valley | 5/3.5 | $3,495,000
900 Wayside Rd 
Stunning views across SF Bay from Mt. Diablo to 
Black Mountain!www.900wayside.com

Sunnyvale | 4/3.5 | $1,998,000
1726 Wright Ave 
Move right into this spacious home with it’s 
updated kit. plus a 2nd master on main level.

David Kelsey/Christine Pimlott 650.851.2666
CalRE #01242399

Sean Foley 650.851.2666
CalRE #00870112

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Erika Demma 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766

Erika Demma & Paula Russ 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766/00612099

Hossein Jalali 650.324.4456
CalRE #01215831

Lyn Jason Cobb 650.324.4456
CalRE #01332535

Jean & Chris Isaacson 650.851.2666
CalRE #00542342

Camille Eder 650.324.4456
CalRE #01394600

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Regan Byers 650.324.4456
CalRE #1034761

John Alexander 650.324.4456
CalRE #00938234

Charlotte Van Orden 650.324.4456
CalRE #00525483

This is where snow ball fights take place, the great outdoors 

are enjoyed and warm and cozy jackets are a must.  

Coldwell Banker. Where Home Begins. 

#ThisIsHome

THIS IS HOME


