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Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

WOODSIDE    $12,995,000

310 Kings Mountain Road  |  4bd/4.5ba
Diane Rothe  |  650.787.9894

License #00974243

LOMA MAR    $8,888,000

8140 Pescadero Creek Road  |  Land
Q. Grimm/D. Chesler  |  650.400.7879

License #01405453/#00675583

HALFMOON BAY    $2,795,000

930 Railroad Avenue  |  4bd/3ba
Heidi Johnson  |  650.868.3714

License #00379463

ATHERTON    $11,500,000

54 Serrano Drive  |  5bd/5ba
Valerie Soltau  |  650.464.3896

License #01223247

PORTO� VALLEY    $5,695,000

133 Ash Lane  |  4bd/3.5ba
Barbara Piuma  |  650.464.8593

License #00938609

PORTO� VALLEY    $899,000

251 Vista Verde  |  Land
Wayne Rivas  |  650.740.5746

License #01055861

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Woodside 650.529.1111

THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL
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650.619.6461

hcornish@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#00912143

www.HughCornish.com

GRAND ESTATE IN SOUGHT-AFTER LINDENWOOD
285 Catalpa Drive, Atherton

Ranked Top 1% Internationally – Coldwell Banker

Ranked #125 Nationally by The Wall Street Journal, 2017

Over $2 Billion in Sales

Providing A
Network of

Reputable
Home-Improvement

Professionals

• Custom estate in desirable Lindenwood

• 5 bedroom suites, 6 full bathrooms, and 

2 half-baths

• Pool cabaña with full bath and outdoor 

shower

• Approximately 10,745 total square feet

- Main level: 3,829 square feet

- Upper level: 2,729 square feet

- Lower level including garage:  

3,978 square feet

- Storage: 480 square feet

- Pool cabaña: 145 square feet

• Main level: living room, library, formal 

dining room, kitchen, breakfast area, 

family room, junior master bedroom 

suite, formal and informal powder rooms

• Upper level: master bedroom suite, 

three additional bedrooms each with  

en suite bath

• Lower level: recreation room, office/

hobby room, wine room, kitchenette, 

home theatre

• Systems: dumbwaiter elevator, smart-

home wiring, intercom, security, central 

vacuum, backup generator

• Pool, spa, barbecue center, and large 

sport court

• Underground 3-car garage

• Corner lot of approximately .92 acres 

(40,384 square feet)

• Excellent Menlo Park schools

Price upon request

For floor plans,  
additional photos and information,  

visit www.285Catalpa.com

NOT ON MLS

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. 
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M O D E R N  V O I C E S  O F   

CONSERVATION

Winona  
LaDuke 
Environmental  
activist, economist 
and writer
 
March 20, 8 p.m. 
Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts

For tickets and more visit
OpenSpaceTrust.org/Lectures

The Town of Atherton will accept bids for 
construction of the following public work:

STOCKBRIDGE AVE. VALLEY GUTTER 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

Removal of existing concrete valley and asphalt 
concrete, replacement of concrete valley gutter, as-
phalt concrete, and permanent pavement marking 
and regrade shoulder as shown on plans.

 
http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/bids.aspx at no cost. 
The Contractor shall be responsible for any adden-
dums that may be posted on the Town’s website.  

94027, until 2:00 p.m.  
Tuesday, March 27, 2018, at which time bids will 
be publicly opened and read aloud.

Bids must be for the entire work, and shall be sub-
mitted in sealed envelopes clearly marked: “Bid of 
(Contractor) for STOCKBRIDGE AVE. VALLEY 
GUTTER REPLACEMENT PROJECT”, along 
with date and time of bid opening.

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
TOWN OF ATHERTON, CA

Home is where the heart is!

So who says you have to leave your 
home just because you’ve gotten older?  

Avenidas Village can help you stay  
active, safe and connected  
in the home that you love. 

Learn more at a free  
Coffee Chat:
Thursday, March 8 @ 2pm
Tuesday, April 17 @ 10am
Thursday, May 10 @ 2pm
RSVP to (650) 289-5405

Village
Your life, your way, in your home

www.avenidas.org/village

GLOBAL RUG SPECIALIST SINCE 1998

RUG HAND WASH, REPAIR, PADDING, APPRAISAL 

R G S C S S C

       PICKUP & 
    DELIVERY 
 AVAILABLE

&

825 West El Camino Real, 
Mountain View 

www.globalrug.com

SPRING RUG WASH SPECIAL
20% OFF  RUG WASH

Saeid Nejad, OwnerSSSSSSSSSaaaaaaaaeeeeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiddddddddddd NNNNNNNNNNNeeeeeeeejjjjjjjjjjjjaaaaaaaadddddddddddd,,,,, neenenenenenenerrrrrrrrrOOOOwOwOwOwOwOwwwnnnnnnnSaeid Nejad, Owner

Visit our Rug Gallery for One of a Kind Fine Rugs
Rug #1439 Persian Kashan Shadsar

H A P P Y  N O R O O Z !
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Local News
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Oasis, perhaps the old-
est eating establishment 
in Menlo Park, will close 

permanently March 7 after 60 
years of business, according to a 
Feb. 21 announcement on Face-
book by the business’ owners, 
the Tougas family. They claimed 
they were “unable to negotiate 
a reasonable lease for our busi-
ness, nor meet the requested 
terms of the building’s owner.” 

The joint is considered an 
institution by many and beloved 
for its burgers, pizza, beer and 
slightly sticky wooden tables 
engraved with what appear to be 
generations of initials.

Michele LaBarbera, daughter 
of the Oasis’ longtime former 
owner Bernie Tougas, who helps 
manage the family business with 
her husband, said she did not 
wish to discuss the terms of the 
negotiations. She noted that the 
“terms and conditions that were 
being asked of us were just not 
workable.” 

“We’re extremely sad over 
this,” she said. 

 Diana Beltramo Hewitt, a 
descendant of the Oasis’ original 
founder and current property 
owner, also declined to comment 
further on the conditions of the 
lease, but noted that the Beltramo 
family does not have develop-
ment plans for the site and will be 
looking for a new tenant. 
 In a Feb. 25 memo sent to the 
Menlo Park city attorney and 
city manager, Vice Mayor Ray 
Mueller has offered to mediate 
negotiations between the Bel-
tramo and Tougas families, or 
to help the Beltramo family find 
new operators for the site.
  He said he has spoken with 
property owners Dan and Mar-
garet Beltramo and understands 
they don’t want to develop the 
site. The restaurant holds emo-
tional significance to them, 
he said. Mr. Beltramo’s father 
reportedly built the wooden 
booths there.

The property owners would 
like to continue to operate the 
site as a restaurant, Ms. Bel-
tramo Hewitt confirmed. 

Mr. Mueller suggested that the 
city explore options to address 
the parking shortage at the 

restaurant during peak business 
hours and recommended that 
city staff prepare a report for 
the City Council to discuss the 
matter. 

Another property owned by 
the Beltramos, the former Bel-
tramo’s Wine & Spirits site on 

El Camino Real in Menlo Park, 
was sold and is planned for 
redevelopment into a three-story 
residential building by local 
developer Derek Hunter. The 
Menlo Park Planning Commis-
sion was scheduled to review the 
development plan on Feb. 26, 

after the Almanac went to press. 

A widespread outpouring of 
public support for the institu-
tion ensued shortly after the 

Locals mourn, decry plans to close the Oasis

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter considering nearly 
40 maps and spending 
hours in intensive meet-

ings held over the past month, 
Menlo Park’s nine-member 
Advisory Districting Commit-
tee voted Feb. 22 in favor of two 
final maps to recommend to the 
City Council for approval: one 
with five districts, the other with 
six. The committee also voted 
unanimously to recommend the 
council move forward with a 
five-district election plan.

The district maps are intended 
to divide the city fairly, and the 
boundaries must be finalized 
by the November election if the 
city of Menlo Park is to avoid a 
threatened lawsuit. The threat-
ened suit alleges that the city 
violates the California Voting 
Rights Act because its at-large 
election system — in which all 
voters may vote for any council 
candidate — makes it harder to 
elect minority candidates. 

When considering three 

options for a five-member dis-
trict, seven members of the 
committee supported map 
5-007a, while two supported 
map 5-007b; a third option, 
5-007c, was not supported.

 One argument committee 
members presented in favor 
of map 5-007b is that it would 
have boundaries in which three 
districts would touch El Camino 
Real, which could yield a council 
with a greater stake in address-
ing problems on the city’s El 
Camino Real corridor.

 Ultimately, though, the lines 
in map 5-007a made the dis-
tricts more compact and visually 
coherent, committee members 
said, while also complying with 
state and federal requirements. 

The committee issued a 
memo indicat ing how 
it reached its conclusions. 
According to the statement, 
the committee’s primary cri-
teria were to comply with the 
federal and state voting rights 
laws, respect existing neigh-
borhood boundaries, balance 
population reasonably fairly, 

and make logical visual sense.
 Secondary criteria were fac-

tors like school attendance 
areas, compactness, areas with 
shared neighborhood problems, 
clear boundaries such as main 
roads, how district boundaries 
might affect incumbents, and 
a district’s possible makeup of 
homeowners versus renters or 
residents of single-family versus 
multi-family housing. 

Go to is.gd/district468 to 
access the memo. 

The committee was tasked 
with coming up with recom-
mendations for a five- and 
a six-district city. But it was 
clear that after deliberations, 
members favored a five-district 
alternative, and ultimately voted 
unanimously to recommend to 
the City Council that it go with 
five districts.

Following through on its com-
mitment, though, the commit-
tee gathered six votes in favor of 

Advisory committee selects  
favored election maps

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Burgers, pizza, beer and signature wooden booths characterize the down-to-earth appeal of Menlo 
Park’s Oasis Beer Garden at 341 El Camino Real. 

Image courtesy city of Menlo Park.

The five-district map that the nine-member Menlo Park Advisory 
Districting Committee has selected to recommend for approval by the 
City Council.

See OASIS, page 12

See ELECTION MAPS, page 6
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HCO #414700023

We CARE!
• We are owned and managed by nurses who  

have been caregivers too.

• We take the time to fully understand our 
clients’ needs and make sure that their needs 
always come first.

• We take good care of our caregivers. We 
teach, support, and encourage  
enjoy their role and do it well.

(650) 328-1001  •  www.careindeed.com
890 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025

FOR MORE INFORMATION

• Register at menlopark.org/waterefficient

• Call 650-330-6760

WATER-EFFICIENT 
VEGETABLE GARDENING 
This FREE hands-on workshop will cover how to incorporate 
organic maintenance techniques into seasonal vegetable 
gardening, including use of compost and cover crops. 

Please bring gloves, a 6” minimum diameter plastic, acrylic or 
glazed ceramic pot and take home your own planting.
Light refreshments will be provided.

Saturday, March 3, 2018 
9:00 a.m.–Noon 
Menlo Park Senior Center 
110 Terminal Ave. 

Creating an  
environmentally  
sound community

N E W S

a six-district map, referred to as 
map 6-007b. 

Belle Haven resident Pam 
Jones said she objected to a 
six-district system because it 
could dilute the voting power 
of the Belle Haven district being 
created. 

With six districts, the city 
would also have a separately 
elected mayor. 

“I don’t believe it’s good for 
Menlo Park to go that route,” 
said Steve Chessin, president 
of Californians for Electoral 
Reform, an election reform 
nonprofit, and someone who 
has been following the matter 
closely. 

Committee member Michael 
Hoff suggested recommending 
a six-district option with clear 
problems, or one that would 
put two council incumbents 
in the same district, in order 
to discourage the council from 
adopting a six-district plan. 
The council could be inherently 
biased toward a six-district sys-
tem if it allows members to keep 
their seats, pointed out commit-
tee member Mike Cohen. 

Sequencing
The other major question 

the committee was tasked with 
answering is which districts 
will be subject to an election 
first. 

Ultimately, the committee 
voted 8-0-1, with committee 

member Michael Hoff abstain-
ing, that under the recom-
mended five-district map, the 
city could have elections for 
three seats in 2018 for districts 
1, 2 and 4.

 The District 1 seat is cur-
rently vacant, and District 2’s 
seat is currently occupied by 
Councilwoman Kirsten Keith; 
two current council members, 
Rich Cline and Peter Ohtaki, 
live in District 4.

In 2020, the city would then 
hold elections for the seats for 
District 3 — which is currently 
vacant — and District 5; coun-
cil members Catherine Carlton 
and Ray Mueller live in that 
district. 

Under that plan, District 3 
would not have representation 
until 2020, even though there is 
at least one Menlo Park resident 
of that district interested in 
running for the position: Jenni-
fer Wolosin, founder of Parents 
for Safe Routes. She has already 
filed a document with the city 
indicating she plans to start 
collecting campaign funds, up 
to $2,000. 

“In the event that the oppor-
tunity presented itself, I wanted 
to be prepared,” she told the 
Almanac. She said she has been 
meeting with local leaders and 
others in the community over 
coffee and telling people she’s 
considering running for coun-
cil, noting, “I don’t think I’ll 
stop doing that even if elections 

ELECTION MAPS
continued from page 5

Image courtesy city of Menlo Park.

The six-district map that the Menlo Park Advisory Districting 
Committee has selected to recommend for approval by the City 
Council. This comes with the caveat that committee members prefer 
that the council adopt a five-district map. 

See ELECTION MAPS, page 7
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By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

I
n a move to improve livabil-
ity in what is likely a limited 
type of affordable housing in 

Woodside — an apartment above 
an existing garage that does not 
conform with setback rules — the 
Town Council on Feb. 13 gave 
its support to change the town’s 
code to allow more headroom 
under the sloped roofs of such 
apartments.

At the direction of the council 
after a study session, town staff 
is drafting an amendment to the 
code to allow a dormer to take up 
to 50 percent of the length of the 
apartment’s roof. The amend-
ment would apply only if the 
garage already exists and only if 
its location is at or near a prop-
erty’s edge such that it does not 
conform to current regulations on 
property line setbacks.

The matter first came up in a 
discussion in December when 
a resident defended a very tight 

apartment floor plan that did 
not include closet space and had 
limited areas where an adult could 
stand up without contacting the 
roof. Due to recent changes to 
state law intended to increase the 
supply of affordable housing, such 
a floor plan could no longer be 
contested on aesthetic grounds.

Because the apartment sat 
directly under a sloped roof, 
adults could walk or stand freely 
only under the peak of the roof 
and under two dormers limited 
to an area of 25 square feet each. 
Headroom dropped dramatically 
toward the walls.

Such an apartment was “an 
embarrassment” and “not a liv-
able unit,” architect and Council-
man Peter Mason said in Decem-
ber. Councilman and general 
contractor Dave Tanner said the 
plan “doesn’t work at all.”

Extended dormers address the 
headroom issue and sidestep 
a controversial idea of raising 
the maximum roof height and 
second-story floor height for 

accessory dwelling units.
Buildings that appear massive 

are a touchy issue in Woodside, 
particularly near property lines. 
The town has an interest in 
decreasing the scale of develop-
ment near property lines, Plan-
ning Director Jackie Young noted 
in a staff report.

In a note of reassurance, Ms. 
Young said that while the floor 
plan under discussion would 
increase the diversity of affordable 
housing, the likely trend will be 
toward renting out rooms inside 
single-family homes.

“I don’t anticipate getting (appli-
cations for) a lot of these units,” 
Ms. Young said, referring to the 
above-garage apartments. “I really 
think it’s going to be a one-off.” 
Given the large parcels in Wood-
side, detached units are more 
common, she added.

How high the roof?
The Planning Commission, in 

its own discussion of amending 
the code for such apartments, 

would not consider increasing 
the 17-foot maximum for the roof 
ridge line or allowing a higher 
second-story floor — the plate 
height — for an accessory dwell-
ing unit, Ms. Young said.

The council, before agreeing on 
the substance of a dormer amend-
ment, ventured into that territory.

“I’m profoundly disappointed 
that we can’t make the roof a little 
higher,” Councilwoman Anne 
Kasten said, adding that she has 

concerns about the state eventu-
ally sanctioning the town for 
not doing enough on affordable 
housing. 

Mr. Tanner said he didn’t see a 
problem with a slight increase in 
overall height to 18 feet or 19 feet. 
“When we made these rules and 
regulations, they weren’t going to 
be livable spaces,” he said. “We’re 
(discussing this) because we have 
rules from a long time ago that 
we’re still using.” A

Longer dormers, more headroom ahead for some apartments

Matched CareGivers

“There’s no place like home.”

Matched CareGivers is nurse owned and operated 
and has provided the best in home care and case 
management on the peninsula for over 25 years.  

Our trained caregivers provide personal care, 
bathing, dressing, companionship, exercise mobility 
assistance, and much more. 

Menlo Park • San Mateo • San Jose Lic# 41470002

MatchedCareGivers.com

you can count on us to be there. Call (650) 839-2273
When someone you care about needs assistance... 

N E W S

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Las Lomitas Elementa-
ry School District’s board 
unanimously approved 

putting a $70 million bond mea-
sure on the June 5 ballot at its Feb. 
14 meeting. 

If more than 55 percent of 
those voting approve the mea-
sure, it would bring the district’s 
bond spending to $154 million, 
or $113,821 per current student. 

Three other bond measures 
totaling $84 million have been 
passed since 1999, including 
a 2013 bond measure for $60 
million. 

By comparison, bond spending 
in the Menlo Park City School 
District per current student is 
$45,794, and in the Woodside 
Elementary School District is 
$75,430 per student. Currently, 
the Las Lomitas district’s per-stu-
dent bond spending is $62,084. 

If approved, the bond measure 
would cost property owners 
approximately $300 per $1 mil-
lion in assessed property value 

each year. 
 Unlike parcel taxes, seniors 
cannot be exempted from paying 
for bond measures. 

The two-school Las Lomitas 
district is currently working 
on major construction projects 
on both its campuses using the 
proceeds of the November 2013 
bond. District officials say a 
2013 master plan identified $120 
million in needs for its schools: 
kindergarten to third-grade Las 
Lomitas and fourth- through 
eighth-grade La Entrada Middle. 

Included in the resolution 
authorizing the bond election 
is a long list of projects the 
bond revenue could be used 
for, including: demolition and 
construction of new classrooms, 
technology upgrades, energy-
efficiency upgrades, playgrounds 
and equipment, multipurpose 
rooms, security and safety sys-
tems, school offices, and “furni-
ture, equipment, architectural, 

engineering, and similar plan-
ning costs, program manage-
ment (and) staff training.” 

At is.gd/LL_list, see the full 
wording of the resolution call-
ing for the election and the full 
project list online.

Information posted on the 
district’s website says the fol-
lowing projects are planned for 

phase two of construction at La 
Entrada: 

 Improve school and student 
safety with redesigned parking 
lot, pick-up and drop-off areas. 

 Recondition sports fields 
and running path for improved 
physical education space. 

 Modernize existing class-
rooms and support buildings 

for 21st century teaching and 
learning. 
  Install a rooftop solar system 
campus-wide. 
 The website shows these proj-
ects planned for phase two con-
struction at Las Lomitas: 

 Modernize existing class-
rooms to support student 
achievement in math, science, 
arts and technology. 

 Improve school safety, secu-
rity and access. 

 Upgrade utility systems and 
improve infrastructure at the 
existing campus. 

 Replace aging roofing on all 
buildings not included in phase 
one. 

 Install rooftop solar 
campus-wide. 

One major difference between 
the district’s circumstances in 
2013 and now is that in 2013 the 
district was experiencing increas-
ing student enrollment. Since 
then, enrollment has steadily 
fallen from a high of 1,419 stu-
dents in the 2012-13 school year 
to 1,360 this school year. A

$70 million school bond measure planned for June ballot
  LAS LOMITAS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Photo by Michelle Le /The Almanac

As the Las Lomitas Elementary School District finishes up 
projects paid for by the proceeds from a $60 million bond approved in 
2013, such as this building at La Entrada Middle School, voters will be 
asked in June to approve a new $70 million bond for more projects.

are pushed back two years.” 
She added: “I don’t see how 

this whole lack of representation 
could have been avoided, given 
this transition period, but it 
remains to be seen how this will 
play out. I don’t know if those 
who live in District 3 realize 
the implication of what’s about 
to happen to them in terms of 

having a voice.”
With six districts, the 

sequencing would be more 
complicated. In 2018, the city 
would hold elections for one 
two-year term and three four-
year terms. It would hold an 
election for a two-year term for 
District 3, and four-year-term 
elections for districts 1, 2, and 
4, plus a mayor. Then, in 2020, 
the District 3 seat would be up 
for re-election along with the 

seats in districts 5 and 6 for a 
four-year term.  

The committee’s delibera-
tions, according to Ms. Jones, 
“represented the best part of 
democracy.”

The Menlo Park City Council 
is tentatively scheduled to review 
the district maps on March 13, 
but the matter may be postponed 
due to expected council absenc-
es, according to interim City 
Clerk Clay Curtin. A

ELECTION MAPS
continued from page 6
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A
therton will continue to 
look at its options for pull-
ing out of the Menlo Park 

Fire Protection District or reduc-
ing the share of property taxes the 
district receives, its City Council 
decided Wednesday night, Feb. 21.
 The council had invited Ather-
ton residents to weigh in on a 
report from the Matrix Consult-
ing Group showing that in the 
2015-16 fiscal year Atherton, with 
8 percent of the residents in the 
fire district, provided $11.8 mil-
lion to the district — 31.7 percent 
of its total property tax revenue. 
The study says if the town had 
its own fire department it would 
probably cost $6.8 million a year. 
Contracting with another fire 
department would cost an esti-
mated $7.4 million annually. 
The council agreed that Matrix 

should be asked to consider how 
to address the points raised in the 
report, including the process and 
issues involved in separating from 
the district, as well as any legisla-
tive process that could change the 
allocation of property tax dollars 
the district receives. 

Council not unanimous
 The decision was not unani-
mous. While a vote was not 
required to give City Manager 
George Rodericks direction for 
the town’s next steps with the 
Matrix report, two council mem-
bers were not enthusiastic about 
going on to examine the town’s 
options. 
 Council member Rick DeGolia 
said he feels the town has too 
much else on its plate with con-
struction of a new civic center to 
begin later this year. “The way 
I look at it, the council has our 
hands full,” he said. “This is not 

the time to take this on.” 
 Later in the meeting, how-
ever, Mr. DeGolia said he’d like 
to know the details of the process 
involved in separating from the 
district. “I’d like to see a report on 
how long it would take, what the 
cost would be,” he said. 
 Council member Elizabeth 
Lewis said she thinks the town 
should further investigate legisla-
tive solutions on its own. “I think 
we need to really look at this very, 
very hard and talk to our state 
legislators, our senators, and fig-
ure out how we can recalculate, 
reset our contribution...so the fire 
district just doesn’t have so much 
excess,” she said. 
 “They have an enormous fiscal 
surplus,” she said. “They get to 
play with all this money all the 
time.” 
 “We know we’re paying too 
much,” Ms. Lewis said.

Study should contine
 But the other three council 
members agreed the study should 
be continued. 
 “I think this is a very long pro-
cess,” said council member Mike 
Lempres. “I think the time to look 
at it is now. I would be in favor of 
learning what our options are, 
what the process is.” 
 “We are overpaying for fire ser-
vices,” he said, adding that when 
a public agency’s revenues go up 
“bureaucracies expand.” The sala-
ries paid to fire district employees 
are “out of line,” he said. 
 Mayor Cary Wiest, who is the 
town’s liaison to the fire district 
and attends most of its board’s 
meetings, said that as property 
values continue to increase in 
Atherton the gap between the 
revenues the district receives 
from the town and the amount 
it spends in providing services in 
the town will continue to grow 
larger. 
 “If we think it’s bad now, it’s 
only going to get worse,” he said. 
 Mayor Wiest said all the fire 
districts in the county provide 
good service, but the Menlo Park 
district has “more money than 
most, so they can do more things. 
They have more toys than most,” 
he said. 

Per-capita costs
 Mayor Wiest said the cost per 
capita for fire district residents is 
much more for Atherton than any 
other jurisdiction covered by the 
fire district. 
 The district covers Menlo Park, 
Atherton, East Palo Alto and adja-
cent parts of unincorporated San 
Mateo County.
 His figures show that the per-
capita costs for fire service are: 
 Atherton, with a population of 
7,207 = $ 1,639.06 
 Menlo Park, with a population 
of 33,888 = $517.82 
 San Mateo County with a popu-
lation of 19,221 = $302.64 
 East Palo Alto with a popula-
tion of 29,684 = $70.16 

Service first rate
 All council members agreed 

the fire district provides good 
service. 
 “Under no circumstances are 
we saying the service we are 
receiving from the Menlo Park 
fire district is not appropri-
ate. It’s first rate,” said council 
member Bill Widmer. “What 
has changed ... is all this growth 
in these other areas,” he said. 
“There needs to be some sort of 
adjustment.” 
 Council members also empha-
sized that looking at what the 
next steps could be doesn’t mean 
they’ll take them. “It doesn’t mean 
that we’ll do anything,” Mr. Wid-
mer said. “I do think the numbers 
are too big to ignore. “ 
 Council members also said they 
had never believed that the town 
would end up with the property 
tax dollars that now go to the fire 
district. 
 “We couldn’t take their tax dol-
lars if we wanted to,” Mr. DeGolia 
said. Instead, the tax money that 
is in excess of what is needed to 
provide fire service to Ather-
ton would be reallocated by the 
county to schools and other local 
entities, he said. 

Horrible mistake
 Among the few speakers from 
the public at the meeting was 
former Atherton mayor Malcolm 
Dudley. Mr. Dudley argued that 
the town ought to be willing to 
pay a premium to get excellent fire 
service. 
 “Having the very best emer-
gency services should be our top 
priority,” he said. 
Disasters such as the recent North 
Bay fires “are not limited to city 
boundaries. We’re all in it togeth-
er,” Mr. Dudley said. 
 Atherton’s withdrawal from 
the fire district would affect the 
remaining cities in the district, 
Mr. Dudley said. “I think it would 
be a horrible mistake to do that,” 
he said. 
 The fire district’s board on 
Tuesday night, Feb. 20, voted to 
make no response to the fire 
district study and no representa-
tives of the district spoke at the 
meeting. A

TOWN OF WOODSIDE  
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD  
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

PLANNING COMMISSION  
March 7, 2018  

6:00 PM
PUBLIC HEARING

2. 331 Greer LLC  PCDR2018-0001
 331 Greer Road  Planner: Sage Schaan, Principal Planner

Review for approval, conditional approval, or denial of an amendment to a previous Planning 
Commission Design Review approval of the demolition of a portion of an existing single family 
residence, and construction of an addition to, and remodel of the residence; demolition of six existing 
small accessory structures (three sheds, pool shade structure, dog shelter, and carport); construction 
of three new accessory structures (utility shed, pool pavilion, and garage); and, associated site 

paving/driveway relocation, and new landscaping (PCDR2017-0002). The proposal on this parcel 
requires approval of a Grading Exception for grading that exceeds 1,500 cubic yards (GRAD2017-
0002).

The proposed amendment (PCDR2018-0001) includes a request to replace the originally approved 
slate roof with a faux slate roof made from plastic/rubber materials. This item was continued from 
the February 21, 2018, meeting due to a lack of quorum.

3.  Town of Woodside  ZOAM2018-0001
 Planner: Alex Byrd, Assistant Planner

Review and Approval/Denial of a Resolution of Intention and Recommendation to the Town Council 
to Amend Chapter 153 (Zoning) of the Woodside Municipal Code to allow for the conversion between 
a nonconforming single-family residential structure and an accessory habitable structure without a 
Change of Use granted by the Planning Commission.

4.  Town of Woodside
 Study Session: Non-conforming Regulations  Planner: Jackie Young, Planning Director

Second Study Session to review those sections of Chapter 151, Site Development, and Chapter 153, 
Zoning, of the Woodside Municipal Code, which address nonconforming lots and structures.  This 
Study Session will concentrate on the R-1 Zoning District.

All application materials are available for public review at the Woodside Planning and Building 
Counter, Woodside Town Hall, weekdays from 8:00 – 10:00 AM and 1:00 – 3:00 PM, or by 
appointment. For more information, contact the Woodside Planning and Building Department at 
(650) 851-6790.

N E W S

Atherton continues review of fire services costs, options

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he firearm has been found, 
but the man who police 
say shot an assault rifle-

type weapon in a Menlo Park 
backyard on Saturday night, Feb. 
24, is still at large.
 Suspect Jose Gutierrez, 36, is 
currently wanted by the Menlo 
Park Police Department for 

allegedly shooting a firearm 
recklessly, which is a felony. He 
is associated with a silver Honda 
Accord, license plate number 
5ZCK527. He had not yet been 
found as of around 11 a.m. on 
Feb. 26, according to police 
spokeswoman Nicole Acker. 
 On the night of Feb. 24, Mr. 
Gutierrez allegedly fired an 
assault rifle-type weapon in the 

Assault rifle-type weapon 
found; suspect still at large

See WEAPON, page 22
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Fabulous Rancher on Private  
.65 Acre in Prime Atherton!

• Formal Entry

• Elegant Living Room with Fireplace

• Gourmet Kitchen with  
Top-of-the-Line Appliances

• 4 Spacious Bedrooms

• 3 Full Baths

• Lovely Landscaped Yard  includes Sparkling 
Pool, Play Area, Putting Green, and Lush 
Grounds

• Walk to Downtown Menlo Park

• Award Winning Menlo Park Schools

Coming Soon in Atherton

CalRE: #01198898

650.533.7373   |   keri@kerinicholas.com   |   kerinicholas.com
Top 49 Agents Nationwide  -  Wall Street Journal

#1 Market Share in Menlo Park
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Stanford pediatricians, now in your neighborhood 
at Peninsula Pediatric Medical Group

Access to Excellence.

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

Fixit Clinics
Bring your broken items and we’ll provide a workspace, specialty tools and 
volunteer Fixit Coaches to help you disassemble and troubleshoot your items.
 February 24: 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. San Bruno Library: 701 Angus Ave W., San Bruno

Home Composting Workshop
Learn how easy and fun it is to recycle your fruit and vegetable scraps, leaves, and 
plant cuttings into compost. You don’t need a backyard to compost! 
 March 17: 10-12 a.m. William E. Walker Recreation Center, 650 Shell Blvd., Foster City
 April 21: 10-12 a.m. South SF Scavenger Company, 500 East Jamie Court,  
South San Francisco
 May 19: 10-12 a.m. Belmont Public Library, 1110 Alameda de las Pulgas

Exploring Sustainability Webinar Series
Deepen your understanding of sustainability topics and gain practical  

methods to reduce your environmental impact. Turn your lunch break into  
a learning experience on Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

Please see website for additional webinars.

Composting Made Easy:  February 28

The County of San Mateo’s Sustainability Academy provides NO-COST  
educational opportunities to San Mateo County community members. 

Register for our offerings at www.smcsustainability.org/academy

N E W S

Image courtesy Facebook/OMA New York 

A map laying out how Facebook’s proposed “Willow Village” 
development might look. 

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he doors are opening for 
the public to weigh in on 
Facebook’s biggest Menlo 

Park development yet. 
 On Monday, Feb. 26, the pro-
posed “Willow Village” develop-
ment was scheduled to go before 
Menlo Park’s Planning Com-
mission for a study session, and 
Facebook has scheduled three 
open houses in March to answer 
questions from the public about 
its proposed project.  
 The company has expansive 
redevelopment plans for the 
59-acre property it owns that 
runs on the south side of Willow 
Road about a quarter-mile west 
of Bayfront Expressway, bound-
ed roughly by Mid Peninsula 
High School to the west, Willow 
Road to the north, the Dumbar-
ton rail corridor to the east, and 
the UPS Center and Pacific Bio-
sciences office (on O’Brien Drive 
and Adams Court) to the south.
 There are currently 20 build-
ings there; Facebook plans to 
demolish those and replace them 
with 3.45 million square feet 
of office, retail and residential 
space. 
 There are nine office buildings 
proposed — expected to total 
1.75 million square feet — along 
with a 200-room hotel, seven 
public-access parks or plazas 
covering eight acres, 1,500 hous-
ing units, a visitors’ center, a gro-
cery store, pharmacy and other 
retail spaces. 
 To meet the city’s zoning 
policies, 15 percent, or 225, of the 
housing units will be designated 
for below-market-rate rent. A 
staff report indicates that the 
units will range from one to four 
bedrooms.

  In addition, the office buildings 
would be intentionally isolated 
from the public-facing areas, with 
interior courtyards. The proposed 
heights for the residential, mixed-
use buildings are 61 to 72 feet 
and, for the office buildings, 74 to 
112.5 feet. The proposed density 
and heights are greater than the 
baseline the city allows, so Face-
book will be required to provide 
benefits to the community at a 
value of half the fair market value 
of the additional gross floor area 
the city will permit it to add. 
 The company is proposing to 
phase the development such that 
only one-third of the total office 
project and housing are com-
pleted at a time. 
 According to a staff report, the 
Feb. 26 meeting is intended for 
planning staff to get input from 
the Planning Commission on 
the company’s plans to realign 
some roads; the proposed bike 
and pedestrian paseo; density; 
phasing;  and the master plan-
ning process for the site. 
 The meeting was held after the 
Almanac went to press. Go to 
almanacnews.com for the latest 
updates. 
 In addition, Facebook officials 
will host their own public meet-
ings in the coming weeks to 
provide information about the 
proposed development. 
 Scheduled meetings are:  
  Saturday, March 3, from 
noon to 2 p.m. at the Menlo Park 
Senior Center, 110 Terminal Ave. 
in Menlo Park. 
  Saturday, March 10, from 2 
to 4 p.m. at the East Palo Alto 
Senior Center at 560 Bell St. in 
East Palo Alto. 
  Thursday, March 22, from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Arrillaga Family 
Recreation Center at 700 Alma 
St. in Menlo Park. A

Facebook’s ‘Willow Village’ 
gets first public review
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HELEN & BRAD MILLER
650.400.3426  |  650.400.1317 
helenhuntermiller@gmail.com 

bradm@apr.com 
License # 01142061  |  License # 00917768

#1 Team in Woodside, 2013 – 2017

www.HelenAndBradHomes.com

Whether it is the dramatic blanket of fog peeking over 
the Western Hills at sunset or the morning rays of 

sun rising over Jasper Ridge, no two days are ever alike at 
this quiet, private sanctuary in Central Woodside. Situated 
on over 6 acres of rolling grounds, mature trees, and a host 
of birdlife, this compound comprises an updated 4-bedroom,  
4.5-bath main home, two guest houses, plus a pool and spa  
that make coming home the best part of your day.

Excellent location just minutes to Hwy 280, restaurants, parks, 
hiking trails, and open space. Award-winning Portola Valley 
schools.

OPEN SUNDAY  |  March 3, 1:30 – 4:30pm

SCENIC. SECLUDED. PRIVATE. CENTRAL.

www.280FamilyFarmRoad.com
Call us to see this Spectacular Property!
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

I
n the latest volley in the 
battle between Atherton and 
Caltrain over the height of 

the poles it plans to install as 
part of its project to electrify its 
trains, Caltrain has given the 
town until Feb. 28 to meet a list 
of demands if it wants shorter 
poles installed.
  A Feb. 6 letter from Cal-
train demands that Atherton 
pay it $200,000, get written 

consent of property owners 
whose trees will be affected 
by changed plans, and agree 
the town won’t support or 
be a part of any lawsuit filed 
against the electrification proj-
ect. In return, Caltrain would 
install 10 35-foot-tall poles 
with crossbeams spanning 
only one set of tracks, instead 
of the five 45-foot-tall poles 
that cantilever over two sets of 
tracks it had planned. 
 The shorter poles would be on 
both sides of the tracks, while the 

taller poles would have all been 
on one side. 
 Atherton’s City Council mem-
bers said they aren’t willing to 
go along, however. At a Feb. 21 
meeting, council members said 
they won’t sign the legal release, 
and want proof of the actual cost 
of changing to shorter poles. A 
subcommittee made up of Mayor 
Cary Wiest and council member 
Rick DeGolia will negotiate with 
Caltrain, and the council will call 
a special meeting if it is needed to 
ratify the agreement. 
 As they have at two earlier 
meetings, dozens of residents of 
Lloyden Park showed up in force 
at the meeting. They asked the 
town to pay Caltrain what it 
wants but said they don’t think 
the town should sign a legal 
release. 
 “We are very disappointed 
that Caltrain chose not to make 
a compromise,” said Sharon 
Hume, president of the Lloyden 
Park homeowners’ association. A 
letter signed by 68 neighborhood 
residents was sent to the town, 

urging that Caltrain be paid. 
 “An eyesore in one part of 
Atherton will sully the entire 
town,” Ms. Hume said. 
 The neighbors’ letter urges the 
town to pay Caltrain “in order to 
save the Lloyden Park neighbor-
hood, approximately 90 homes, 
as well as other nearby neigh-
borhoods, from a preventable 
aesthetic environmental blight.” 
 Council members said Caltrain 
may be retaliating against the 
town for its opposition to the 
electrification project. 
 Council member Elizabeth 
Lewis said that she has had 
recent conversations with elected 
officials on the joint powers 
board that runs Caltrain. “Some 
members of the JPB, I believe, are 
just kind of gloating that they’re 
putting it to us,” she said. 
 “I believe Caltrain has not 
acted in good faith in dealing 
with Atherton,” Ms. Lewis said. 
“There’s no secret to the fact that 
Atherton has been a thorn in Cal-
train’s side for a long time because 
we’ve sued several times.” 

 “I’m surprised with the 
demands and tone of the Cal-
train letter,” said council member 
Bill Widmer. “The poles, in fact, 
will be an eyesore.” 
 “I think $200,000 is way 
too high,” he said. “The other 
conditions in that letter were 
inappropriate.” 
 Town officials said they first 
learned that Caltrain planned 
to put the tall two-track poles in 
place in November, at a meeting 
at which the town was sched-
uled to approve an agreement 
allowing Caltrain to get the per-
mits needed to start working in 
Atherton. 
 Caltrain representatives said 
at that meeting that most of 
Atherton’s new poles will be in 
the center of the tracks and 30 to 
35 feet tall. But in places where 
there’s not room for the center 
poles, some poles would be up to 
45 feet tall. 
 That was news to town officials 
who had written in a staff report 

Tougas family’s announcement 
on Facebook. Hundreds of com-
ments flooded in and a petition 
was launched to urge the prop-
erty owner to reconsider. 
 On Facebook, some people 
tagged other people or shared 
the announcement to spread the 
news; others expressed sadness 
at the announcement or shared 
memories. 
 “ N N N N N N N N N -
NOOOOOOOOO!!!!!!!!!!! The 
last great hole-in-the-wall in 
Menlo Park / Palo Alto ... RIP,” 
wrote Todd Curtis Fryburger. 
 “Spent time there growing 
up starting back in the 70’s 
and my father even spent time 
there when he was in College at 
Stanford. I try to get there every 
time I’m in town visiting. It feels 
like home to walk in there. So 
sad to see it go,” wrote Gary Lee 
Chrisman. 
 “The Oasis was the extension 
of the Homebrew Computer 
Club, where after the meeting 
adjourned staff of competing 
companies would drink and 
exchange tips about how to run 
their businesses. It deserves his-
toric recognition for that reason 
alone,” wrote Lee Felsenstein. 
 The online petition, titled 
“Don’t let the O Go!” (a reference 
to the watering hole’s nickname) 
was written by Alison Perris, 
who shared her remembrances 
of the spot: “I was born and 
raised in Menlo Park, CA and 
ever since I can remember The 
Oasis has been our hangout. ...  
As a kid I can remember going 
to the O with my Dad for pizza 

and a (root beer) and feeling so 
grown up as we sat in the large 
wooden booths with names of 
Stanford students past and pres-
ent carved into the tables and 
walls. Then when I was older 
meeting friends over beers after 
softball games or watching the 
Giants in the World Series.”  
 As of about 3 p.m. Feb. 26, the 
petition had gathered 12,571 
signatures. 

History
 According to the Menlo Park 
Historical Association, the 
building that houses the Oasis 
was once the YMCA building at 
Camp Fremont, when the area 
was a training camp for World 
War I. It was originally built in 
1917 at Santa Cruz Avenue and 
Chestnut Street, but was moved 
to its current location at 241 El 
Camino Real around 1920. 
 The historical association 
reports that Alexander Beltra-
mo, son of Beltramo’s Wine & 
Spirits founder John Beltramo, 
converted the building into a 
beer garden in 1933. Ms. Bel-
tramo Hewitt told the Almanac 
he named it that “because he 
thought that was fitting after 
Prohibition.” 
 Mr. Beltramo operated the 
beer garden for about two years, 
and in 1946 it was leased to a 
man named Archie Marshall. 
In 1958, the business changed 
hands again, and Bernie Tougas 
took over tenancy at the site, Ms. 
Beltramo Hewitt said. 
 “He and his wife Doris really 
poured their heart and soul into 
the place and made it what it 
is today,” she said. “They were 
great tenants for many years.”

 According to “Menlo Park: 
Beyond the Gate,” a history 
book about Menlo Park by his-
torians Michael Svanevik and 
Shirley Burgett, the building’s 
front office was used as the 
air raid warden’s office during 
World War II. 
 Notable incidents referenced 
in that book include a visit by 
a young John F. Kennedy, who 
came by to eat a hamburger. 
Another time, when flooding 
from San Francisquito Creek 
had left the restaurant inundat-
ed, customers just took off their 
shoes and “partied as usual.” 
 The restaurant currently has 
around 20 to 25 employees, who 
were alerted about the closure 
plans on Feb. 20, after the final 
decision was made the day before, 
according to an employee who 
asked to remain anonymous. 

Saying goodbye
 The Tougas family also made 
a separate farewell statement, 
expressing gratitude to loyal 
clients in Menlo Park, Palo Alto 
and Stanford. 
 “We want to express our 
warmest appreciation to all of 
the wonderful customers who 
passed through our doors. Your 
love is engraved in our many 
tables and booths. Thank you 
for sitting down in our beer 
garden to have a beer with us, 
cracking open some peanuts, 
carving up our tables with your 
first loves, playing some pin-
ball, and filling our restaurant 
with your children and chil-
dren’s children. We are so 
grateful to have shared these 
past 60 years with you!” the let-
ter says. A

OASIS
continued from page 5

Carol Bird Cutting, a 60 year resident of Menlo Park, passed 

away at her home in Orange County, California on February 10th, 

2018. Her three daughters were by her side. 

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Carol graduated from 

Marlborough School for Girls and went on to graduate from UCLA 

where she was a member of Pi Beta Phi sorority. 

After graduation, she moved to Palo Alto, where as “Miss Bird”  

she spent 5 years teaching 5th graders in the Palo Alto School 

District, which earned her a lifetime California teaching credential. 

Through a blind date, set up by their mothers, Carol met Lester 

Cutting, who was working in San Francisco at the time. They were 

married in June of 1956.

The newlyweds built a home in West Menlo Park and raised 

their three daughters with the values and qualities they admired 

most: kindness, generosity, and a positive outlook on life.

Carol participated in a variety of volunteer activities and 

worked at what she loved. She was a Girl Scout Brownie Leader, 

Las Lomitas School District PTA President for 2 years and later 

worked as a substitute teacher at La Entrada School.  In Peninsula 

Volunteers, she helped with the senior housing apartments on 

Partridge Avenue and the fundraiser shows.  As a member of the 

Menlo Atherton Auxiliary, she especially liked her volunteer hours 

at the Traditional Shop located at the Allied Arts Guild.  

Carol spent years working in retail and joined Saks Fifth Avenue 

in the designer dress salon where she helped each of her clients find 

just the right outfit for that special occasion.

Her affiliation with St Bede’s Episcopal Church was a constant 

in her life.  There, Carol taught Sunday School, hosted exchange 

students, arranged flowers for the altar guild, joined the investment 

club and found lifelong friends and truly meaningful community 

support.  

Carol was pleased to stand by her husband Les as the “First Lady” 

to his many volunteer  endeavors.  As a couple, they enjoyed their 

home and garden, Stanford football game tailgates, and traveled to 

many U.S. and European destinations.  The two spent most Friday 

nights on their “date night” at a local restaurant, always pleased 

to be the late diners that turned out the lights on their way out the 

door.

Carol always kept an optimistic attitude. In her later years she 

moved to the Capriana Senior community in Orange County, close 

to her daughter’s home.

Carol is survived by her three daughters: Mary Jack, Barbara 

Sieck and Nancy Phillipi, her seven granddaughters: Lesley, 

Kathryn, Stephanie, Madeline, Lauren, Nicole, and Caroline, her 

two great grandchildren: Charlotte and Henry, her sister: Barbara 

Bird McColl, and other extended family members.

Carol was predeceased by her husband of 51 years Lester 

Milbank Cutting.

A family service will be held in San Gabriel, California.

The family prefers memorial donations to the charity of your 

choice. P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Carol Bird Cutting
May 14, 1930 – February 10, 2018

N E W S

Caltrain issues list of demands as prelude to pole design change

See CALTRAIN, page 23
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Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. 
However, neither seller nor listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or to purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation. 

MARY GULLIXSON
650.888.0860
mary@apr.com
CalRE# 00373961

BRENT GULLIXSON
650.888.4898
brent@gullixson.com
CalRE# 01329216

GULLIXSON.COM

390 STEVICK DRIVE  ATHERTON
Timothy Komo builder   |   8,440 total square feet

Pool   |   1 acre   |   Las Lomitas Schools
Offered at $14,800,000 [ www.390Stevick.com ]

60 MONTE VISTA AVENUE  ATHERTON
Circus Club   |   Hill Glazier architecture

12,985 total square feet    |    Pool   |   1+ acre 
Offered at $17,500,000     [ www.60MonteVistaAve.com ]

#1 MARKET SHARE IN ATHERTON
(FOR THE PREVIOUS 13 YEARS PER MLS LISTINGS,  

CLOSED SALES VOLUME) 

Mary & Brent are ranked the #14 team in the nation in  
The Wall Street Journal report of the Top Residential  
Real Estate Professionals  (published June 23, 2017).

LAKEVIEW DRIVE   WOODSIDE 
Rare 20 acre property   |   Just 2 miles to Sand Hill Road   |   Excellent Las Lomitas Schools

Offered at $12,500,000     [ www.gullixson.com ]

WINCHESTER DRIVE  ATHERTONFAXON ROAD  ATHERTON

SALE PENDING
SOLD
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OPEN HOUSE Saturday & Sunday
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

6 5 0 . 9 0 0 . 7 0 0 0  |  m i c h a e l @ d e l e o n r e a l t y . c o m  |  w w w. d e l e o n r e a l t y . c o m  |  C a l B R E  # 0 1 9 0 3 2 2 4

Inviting Glamour In Premiere Location

Rinconada Park, and popular Town and Country Village. Children may stroll to top schools such as Walter Hays Elementary (#5 
Elementary School in California), and Jordan Middle (#4 Middle School in California), and bike to Palo Alto High (#5 High School 

866 Seale Avenue, Palo Alto

www. 866Seale.com
Offered at $4,988,000
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

R ock climbing, a new category 
in the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo, 
is a competitive sport in which 

competitors often talk strategy with 
each other. It’s a team sport in which 
individuals perform more or less by 
themselves. And it’s a gravity-defying 
sport that demands balance, strength, 
agility, mental acuity and judgment, and 
has practitioners from ages 3 to 83.

One notable practitioner is Por-
tola Valley resident Ross Fulkerson, 
a 16-year-old a junior at Design Tech 
High School in Redwood Shores who is 
a rising star in the climbing community 
and a potential climber for the United 
States in Tokyo.

Ross recently took first place for his 
age group in the 2018 Bouldering Youth 
National Championship held Feb. 9 
in Salt Lake City. He’s been climbing 
competitively since 2011 and finished in 
the top 10 — including seven first-place 
finishes — in 14 of 18 contests during 
the 2016-17 and current U.S. climbing 
seasons.

Bouldering is what it sounds like: 
climbing boulders. It’s an indoor sport 
— done on climbing walls fitted with 
strategically placed gripping points for 
hands and feet — and it’s an outdoor 
sport done on actual boulders (and at 
the feet of some vertical rock faces). 

Boulderers exploit crevices, ledges 

and other natural features of a rock to 
reach the top, 15 or 20 feet up, without 
ropes or harnesses. As with vertical rock 
formations such as El Capitan and Half 
Dome in Yosemite, popular boulders 
have had routes established to get to the 
top. Experienced climbers assign num-
bers to the routes to indicate the level of 
difficulty, thereby presenting intriguing 
climbing challenges.

Bouldering is a low-altitude activity 
that can offer daunting experiences a 
climber might find at high altitudes, but 
without the long climb up and the risk of 
a long fall down. Some of the most vis-
ited bouldering spots in California are 
in Yosemite and Joshua Tree national 
parks and in Bishop at the Buttermilk 
Boulders.

Boulderers do fall, but they don’t fall 
far and the landings are cushioned 
by thick “crash pads” hauled in by 
backpack and placed at the foot of the 
boulder. It’s a group activity; climbing 
companions station themselves around 
the crash pads to prevent a falling 
climber’s head or shoulders from hitting 
the ground.

Young Gun
Ross was named a 2018 recipient of the 

Young Gun award by The North Face 
outfitting company, according to Bruce 
Mitchell, vice president of the board of 
USA Climbing, which governs competi-
tive climbing in the United States.

The award recognizes athletes who 

exemplify the sport, including efforts 
to give back to communities. In recent 
years, Ross said in an email, he has 
made himself available as a mentor to 
new climbers, introduced and taught 
a climbing class at his high school, and 
participated in climbs that benefit good 
causes. “Events of these sorts are a tre-
mendous source of satisfaction,” he said.

Asked about sportsmanship and 
climbing, Mr. Mitchell said that climb-
ers as a group tend to be good sports.

For competitive climbs that allow 
climbers to preview the routes up a wall, 
the competitors tend to gather and talk 
about what’s ahead in the contest, he 
said. Such conversation is innocuous in 
that talking about a climbing problem 
and solving it on the wall are two quite 
different things, Mr Mitchell said. With-
out the moves and the judgment, talking 
won’t help, he said.

When asked why humans climb, Mr. 
Mitchell called the activity “incredibly 
natural and kind of our nature.” To do 
it well requires core-muscle strength 
and familiarity with body mechanics, 
he said.

As for who should and should not 
climb, Mr. Mitchell recalled watching 
climbers with amputated limbs and 
blind climbers ascend a wall. When the 
climber is blind, the audience is asked 
for silence so the climber can hear 
commands from below. “It’s pretty 
amazing,” he said, “to see 20,000 peo-
ple dead silent while these competitors 

Photo by Jake Scharfman

Hanging by his fingertips, Ross Fulkerson is about to pull himself 
up over the lip of a boulder in Bishop, California, in November 2017.

Rock climbing 
is giving Portola 
Valley’s Ross 
Fulkerson a route  
to the top
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are going up the wall.”
 Anyone can climb, he added. “That’s 
one of the amazing thing about climbing 
... There are 90-year-olds still out there 
doing it.” Older adults should clear it with 
a physician, he said.

An Olympic sport
 In the 2020 summer Olympics, rock 
climbing (on a climbing wall) will join 
baseball/softball, karate, skateboarding 
and surfing as new entrants, according 
to tokyo2020.org. Climbing medals will 
go to the top three climbers with the best 
combined scores from three activities:
  Bouldering: climbing fixed routes on 

a wall that is no more than 5 meters high, 
with the competitors climbing as many 
individual routes as possible within the 
designated time.
  Lead climbing: ascending a wall at least 
12 meters high using a fixed course and 
attached to a safety rope.
  Speed climbing: racing up a familiar 
course of grips on a 15-meter wall in less 
than six seconds (for men) or eight seconds 
(for women).
 A “vertical triathlon” as Climbing maga-
zine put it.
 Ross said he hasn’t yet decided on wheth-
er to undertake the two years of training 
needed to join the U.S. team. “There’s not 

a big downside to trying,” he added.
 One complication: the nearest speed wall 
is in Reno, Nevada. In speed climbing, 
“you have to be ridiculously accurate,” he 
said. One misplaced foot will cost you two 
seconds and you’re out of the race, he said.

Learning to climb
 You can learn the basics of climbing 
rocks in a day at a climbing gym, and then 
take a couple introductory classes on rope 
climbing, Ross said. The key to advancing 
is finding a good coach and a supportive 
community — not hard to find among 
rock climbers, he said.
 Climbing has evolved from the scene 

at Yosemite in decades past, “a dirt-bag 
sport for people living out of their vans,” 
Ross said. He said he began climbing 
when he turned 8 and was told by a 
coach at a climbing gym that he showed 
promise. In training, Ross said, he may 
spend four or five hours every weekday at 
the gym. “I think it shaped who I am as 
a person,” he said. “It taught me to work 
hard and persevere.”
 Asked about his workouts, Ross said 
he didn’t have any for his first four years. 
These days, his after-climbing workout 
might include six core-muscle exercises for 
six minutes each with no rest in between. 
“Besides being on the wall, most of the 
training is calisthenics,” he said, noting 
that he recently began doing pullups with 
30 pounds of weight on his legs.
 As for being a young man and dealing 
with urges to take risks that many young 
men face, and whether rock climbing mod-
erates those urges, Ross said climbing may 
be a factor, but added, “I don’t think many 
rock climbers are adrenaline seekers.”
 Under experienced guidance, Ross 
scaled the 2,200-foot face of Half Dome 
at Yosemite in 14 hours in June 2017, his 
mother Paige Fulkerson said in an email, 
adding that though the climb was not a 
record, it was a big deal for a 16-year-old.
 Being on a wall 2,000 feet in the air 
with nothing but a 9-millimeter rope for 
safety brings with it a heightened level 
of adventure, Ross said. “That feeling is 
really cool,” he said. 
 “You feel very free, but at the same 
time you’re so in tune with nature and 
the rock and your surroundings. Every-
thing is one.” A

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Photo by Jake Scharfman

After a large “swing” and before momentum pulls him off this boulder in Bishop, California, 
Ross Fulkerson catches a small hold, a “crux move” that allows him to keep going.

Photo by Jake Scharfman

In executing a crux move, the hardest move of a climb, Ross Fulkerson “holds a swing” 
across the face of a boulder near the Merced River in Yosemite National Park.

Photo by Ross Fulkerson

An abandoned World War II bunker along the coast in Half Moon Bay gives Ross Fulkerson a venue to practice a “front lever,” in 
which he uses the strength of his arms to hold his body suspended horizontally to the ground.

On the cover: Portola Valley resident 
and noted rock climber Ross Fulkerson 
climbs at Smith Rock State Park in 
Oregon in the summer of 2017.  
Photo by Jake Scharfman
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THE 32ND ANNUAL PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Short Story Contest

Sponsored by:

FOR OFFICIAL RULES & ENTRY FORM, VISIT:

www.paloaltoonline.com/short_story

ENTRY DEADLINE: 
April 6, 2018 at 5pm

ALL stories 
must be 

2,500 words 
or less

Prizes for First, Second  
and Third place winners in each category:  

Adult, Young Adult (15-17) and Teen (12-14)

C O M M U N I T Y

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A
therton’s Sheri Sobrato 
Brisson wanted to find a 
way to build on the suc-

cess of “Digging Deep,” an inter-
active journal she’d co-written 
and distributed to help young 
people with serious health chal-
lenges address their own emo-
tional health. 

As it became apparent the 
entire printing of 35,000 copies 
of the “Digging Deep” journal 
would soon be distributed, Ms. 
Sobrato Brisson brainstormed 
with the team she had assembled 
to work on the journal and the 
website, blogs and support sys-
tem that had built up around it. 

The best way to help as many 
sick kids as possible, they decid-
ed, was to go to where they spend 
the most time — their mobile 
devices. 

“Shadow’s Edge,” a free mobile 
game designed for those 13 and 
older with serious medical chal-
lenges, was released late last year 
for Android and Apple devices. 

The game, complete with 
sophisticated graphics, music 
and voice recognition, brings 
players into the damaged city of 
Shadow’s Edge, where they help 

restore it with graffiti art and 
writing based on “Digging Deep” 
journal writing prompts.

While it’s meant to be a solo 
game, the players can choose to 
share the art and writing they 
create. “You get enough kids out 
there willing to share, they can 
start learning from each other, 
be inspired by each other,” Ms. 
Sobrato Brisson said. 

“What we are trying to show is 
the commonality,” she said. “We 
want to connect kids ... so they 
don’t feel alone.”

“’Shadow’s Edge’ is a tool that 
puts control back in the hands of 
young patients — a chance to be 
proactive in their healing,” says 
Ms. Sobrato Brisson, a longtime 
Atherton resident with school-
age children of her own. “Our 
goal is to help kids deal with the 
reality of what is happening to 
them, so they can heal emotion-
ally as well as physically.” 

Ms. Sobrato Brisson, who sur-
vived brain cancer that was diag-
nosed when she was 24, worked 
not only with artists, creative 
designers and programmers to 
create the game but also with 
teens and psychologists, who all 
provided feedback.

Nicole Gustafson, a 22-year-old 
graduate student in psychology 

at Santa Clara University who 
has a chronic pain disorder, 
beta-tested the game beginning 
in August. 

“It provides an outlet for people 
to kind of forget about what is 
going on around them and get in 
touch with what is going on (with 
their illness) in a positive way,” 

she said. 
The questions the game play-

ers are asked to write about “are 
really thought-provoking in a 
healing way” she said. “You get 
the benefits from the therapy side 
of it without it being obvious that 
it’s therapy,” she said.

Playing the game is “therapeutic 

in a self-meditative type of way,” 
she said. “There’s no one else tell-
ing you what to do.” 

Plus, she said, it’s fun. “I’ve yet 
to get bored with it,” she said. 
“The art keeps you enthralled.” 

Ms. Gustafson’s 13-year-old 

Free video game designed to help youth with health challenges

Photo by Michelle Le /The Almanac

Sheri Sobrato Brisson, right, shows Nicole Gustafson the latest feature on the Shadow’s Edge video 
game, designed to help young people with health challenges strengthen their emotional health. 

See VIDEO GAME, page 22
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Friday, March 2, 2018
6:00–7:30 pm
Arrillaga Family 
Recreation Center
700 Alma St.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
• menlopark.org/campfair
• facebook.com/menloparkevents
• 650-330-2200

Enhancing the 
quality of life

SUMMER
CAMP FAIR

ENJOY
• Free pizza
• Pony rides and petting zoo
• Games and crafts
• Raffle prizes (including a  

free week of camp)

Bring the family and learn about 
this summer’s camp offerings!

SUMMER CAMP OFFERINGS
• Mini Madness 
• Munchkin Madness
• Menlo Madness 
• Camp Menlo
• Sky’s the Limit  

• Counselors in Training 
• Menlo Palooza 
• Summer of Service
• Sports Camps
• And many more!

DISCOUNT 
Get a 10% discount on City-
run camps when registering 
during this event.

N E W S

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

W
hen a southbound 
Caltrain locomo-
tive collided with an 

unoccupied 1950s-era white 
Austin Healey convertible on 
the railroad tracks near Fair 
Oaks Lane in Atherton on the 
evening of Feb. 10, the collision 
occurred some distance from 
the spot where the Fair Oaks 
Lane crossed the tracks, said 

officials who investigated the 
incident.

Before the train arrived on 
the scene, the driver — a for-
mer Atherton resident in his 
70s whom officials will not 
identify — had been heading 
east on Fair Oaks when, for 
unknown reasons, he turned 
right as he was crossing the 
railroad tracks and began driv-
ing south on the railroad bed, 
according an account by tran-
sit police as told to Caltrain 

spokesman Dan Lieberman.
The driver, unable to turn off 

the tracks and aware of the train 
coming toward him, left the car 
on the tracks “a few hundred 
feet” south of the intersection 
and alongside the Atherton train 
station, Mr. Lieberman said.

After the collision, the locomo-
tive, now with the car on fire and 
entangled under its grill, pushed 
it for about a quarter-mile before 
coming to a stop just north of 
the Watkins Avenue crossing, 

officials said at the time.
The accident left the car 

destroyed and the locomo-
tive with more than $100,000 
in damages, Mr. Lieberman 
said. There were no reports of 
injuries.

Firefighters extinguished the 
blaze and transferred more 
than 300 Caltrain passengers to 
another train.

Fire crews then worked to 
disentangle the car, much of it 
reduced to twisted metal and 

debris, from underneath the 
locomotive, fire officials said.

Transit police said they have 
no plans to identify the driver, 
or to charge him with a crime, 
Mr. Lieberman said.

People in similar situations 
have claimed that their GPS 
devices told them to turn onto 
the tracks, Mr. Lieberman said, 
adding, “Regardless of what the 
GPS is telling you, there’s never 
a good time to be ... on Caltrain 
tracks.” A

Sports car driven along Atherton railroad bed before being struck
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cousin has also been beta-testing 
the game, and also returns to 
play again day after day.
 Rosy Lockhorst was the game’s 
producer, with responsibilities 
for supervising a 13-person 
development team. “It’s a little 
bit like producing a movie,” she 
said of her job, which includes 
everything from budget and 
deadlines to music. 
 Developing the game was even 
more complicated than creating 
a game simply meant as enter-
tainment, she said. “Everything 
we do is targeted,” she said, 
“enticing the player in an enter-
taining way to work through 
their problems.” 
 Young people “live on their 
mobile phones,” she said. “For 
kids, I think it’s intrinsically 
more intuitive to find some-
thing out by gaming than when 
they read a book or get a chore 
done.”
 Ms. Sobrato Brisson said her 
team plans to keep improving 
the game and the activities con-
nected with it, including joint 
art projects that all players could 
contribute to.
 “We have lots of really fun 
plans using augmented and vir-
tual reality, but we have to raise 
some funds,” she said. A

OPEN TO ALL IN THE 650

Live, work or attend school within  

the 650 area code.

CATEGORIES

Portraits  |  Moments  |  Life In The 650

Abstract  |  Travel  |  The Natural World

ADULT & YOUTH DIVISIONS

SUBMIT  
ENTRIES 

Feb. 22 - April 2

REGISTER TODAY!SPONSORS

 

Enter your best shots in the
P E N I N S U L A

PHOTO  
CONTEST

peninsulacontest.artcall.org

C O M M U N I T Y

VIDEO GAME
continued from page 18

DiggingDeep.org has 
information about the game 
and a blog for parents and 
caregivers.
Shadowsedge.com also has 
information about the game and 
a blog for young people who 
have — or have survived — 
serious health conditions. 
Search for Shadow’s Edge on 
the Google or Apple app stores 
for a free download. 

 RESOURCES

Photos courtesy Shadow’s Edge

Shadow’s Edge players create 
graffiti as they play the game, 
using tools provided as part of 
the game, with the object of 
bringing the damaged city they 
are traveling through back to life. 

backyard of his home at 1122 
Sevier Ave., which witnesses 
allege was in response to a loud 
party next door.
 Police responded to a call 
around 11 p.m. Saturday night 
reporting that the man had been 
seen shooting the firearm in the 
backyard. No one was injured, 
according to police. 
 When police arrived, they 
set up a perimeter and tried to 
contact people inside Gutierrez’s 
home. They did not receive a 
response, but based on witness 
accounts of the incident they 
believed the man might still 
be in the house with an illegal 
firearm. 
 The police obtained a search 
warrant to remove any illegal 
firearms, and the San Mateo 
South County Regional Special 
Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) 
team arrived on scene. 
 At around 8:57 a.m. Sunday, 
the SWAT team entered and 
searched the residence but did 
not find the suspect or the rifle. 
They did “locate significant 
evidence that a shooting had 
occurred,” and warned that 
Mr. Gutierrez was “considered 
armed and dangerous as the 
rifle used is still outstanding,” 

according to 
a statement 
issued by the 
police depart-
ment shortly 
before 11 a.m. 
Sunday.
 The scene 
was t hen 
turned over to 
the city’s police 
detectives, who 
collected evi-
dence at the 
home.
 Police issued 
a statement 
Sunday after-
noon saying 
that detectives had located the 
weapon allegedly used in the 
shooting incident.
 During the investigation, 
police sent out public alerts at 
6:23 a.m. Sunday asking people 
to avoid the area, and another 
at 7:43 a.m. asking the public to 
shelter in place. Police reported 
via social media at 11:10 a.m. 
that the shelter-in-place advi-
sory was lifted.
 Belle Haven resident Jaime 
Maldonado, who lives across 
the street from the home that 
was searched on Sevier Avenue, 
told the Almanac that he didn’t 
expect police to find anybody 
in the house. He said that, to 

his knowledge, nobody has 
lived in that house for about 
three months. There had been a 
family living in the rear studio 
unit on the property, he said, 
and recently only a man had 
been living there. When shown 
a photograph of the suspect, 
though, Mr. Maldonado said 
that the suspect was not the 
same man who lived on the 
property. 
 Police believe that the suspect 
had been living in the house, 
Ms. Acker confirmed, noting 
that the investigation is ongo-
ing and more details are not yet 
available. 
 Mr. Maldonado said that 
about two weeks ago, he heard 
gunshots coming from some-
where in the neighborhood, but 
didn’t know where; they might 
have come from the house where 
police found the evidence of 
shooting, he said. 
 He added that the incident 
doesn’t change his positive per-
ception of his neighborhood and 
that he wasn’t afraid: He spent 
his morning stuck sheltering 
in place drinking coffee and 
watching TV. 
 Anyone with information 
about this case or the suspectís 
whereabouts is asked to call the 
Menlo Park Police Department 
at 650-330-6300. A

Photo courtesy 
Menlo Park police 

department.

Suspect Jose 
Gutierrez, 
age 36, 
associated with 
a silver Honda 
Accord, with a 
license plate of 
5ZCK527. 

WEAPON
continued from page 8
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Arthur Sharif 
and Associates

650.804.4770
arthursharif@gmail.com

www.SVLuxRE.com

www.SiliconValleyAcres.com

Eleven parcels with nine having a certificate of compliance
Also Available, two beautiful homes with pools

Ten ponds with largemouth bass and Trout Creek 1/2-mile long

$9,400,000

Arthur Sharif
Silicon Valley’s longest serving Sotheby’s International Realty Agent 

Presents

Own Your Own Valley

DRE#: 01481940

640 Acres Near Downtown Milpitas

#1 Silicon Valley Agent
Sotheby’s International Realty 

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017

Serving Menlo Park, Palo Alto, 
Atherton, Woodside, Portola Valley, 

Los Altos Hills, & exceptional 
properties throughout the Peninsula

C A L E N D A R

Theater
 Internationally celebrated direc-

tor Dominique Serrand adapts Pedro Calderon de la 
Barca’s 1635 drama “Life is a Dream,” considered one of 
the greatest plays of the Spanish Golden age. Serrand 
reimagines this tale where truths are mutable, identities 
uncertain and happy endings are never guaranteed. 
March 1-3; 8 p.m. $5 students, $10 faculty/staff/seniors, 
$15 general. Roble Studio Theater, 375 Santa Teresa, 
Stanford. taps.stanford.edu

Concerts 
 The Chorale, directed by 

Stephen M. Sano, offers a diverse program of choral 
works from the French tradition, featuring Francis Pou-
lenc’s Quatre motets pour un temps de penitence. March 
3, 8 p.m. $10-$20. Memorial Church, 450 Serra Mall, 
Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu for more info.

 Giancarlo 
Aquilanti directs the Stanford Wind Symphony’s Winter 
program with guest Martin Fraile conducting selections 
from Argentina. March 3, 7:30 p.m. Bing Concert Hall, 
327 Lasuen St., Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu for 
more info.

 The Curtis Institute of Music 
in Philadelphia’s most promising young students play 
alongside faculty and noted alumni. The program pays 
tribute to Leonard Bernstein (himself a Curtis alum), in 
celebration of his centenary, with Bernstein’s Clarinet 
Sonata (with alum, David Shifrin) and songs from West 
Side Story, and pieces by two of his contemporary influ-
ences, Aaron Copland and George Gershwin. March 4, 
4-6 p.m. $15-$75. Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen St., 
Stanford. Search facebook.com/events for more info.

 Voices of Music 
presents “Leonardo da Vinci: A Musical Odyssey,” which 
explores the music that Leonardo would have heard 
in the cities in which he lived. Research for this project 
includes a variety of musical forms, including frottole, 
sung poetry, music from the Medici and Sforza courts, 
the circle of Isabella d’Este and the Parisian chansons 
from da Vinci’s final years in France. March 2, 8 p.m. $95-
$110. All Saints Episcopal Church, 555 Waveley St., Palo 
Alto. voicesofmusic.org/Concerts.html

Music 
 Naomi and her friends in 

Majorly Minor will showcase Klezmer and Eastern Euro-
pean music. March 3, 7-9 p.m. Free. Cafe Zoe, 1929 
Menalto Ave., Menlo Park. Search facebook.com/events 
for more info.

Talks & Lectures 
 Photojournalist and filmmaker Ed Kashi will 

speak about modern-day visual information and the over-
abundance of images in society. This lecture will span a 
range of stories, issues and approaches that represent 
the frontiers of visual storytelling, from smartphone pho-
tography to short documentary films. Feb. 28, 4:15- 6:15 
p.m. $25-$30. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at 
Museum Way, Stanford. arts.stanford.edu/event

 Learn the history of the greenhouses 
and nursery, their historic and present uses, and view the 
plant collections. March 3, 2-3:30 p.m. $10. Filoli Historic 
House & Garden, 86 Cañada Road, Woodside. filoli.org/
event

 This lecture is part 
of the 2017-18 speaker series on race, inequality and 

language in education. Darder is a scholar, artist, poet 
and activist who holds the Leavey Presidential Endowed 
Chair in Ethics and Moral Leadership in the School of 
Education at Loyola Marymount University and is also 
professor emerita of educational policy, organization and 
leadership at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign. March 1, noon. Free. Stanford University, 450 
Serra Mall, Stanford. ed.stanford.edu/events

 Jennifer Nielsen 
will discuss her book “The Traitor’s Game,” an epic fan-
tasy of treachery and intrigue, love and deceit. Feb. 28, 7 
p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo 
Park. keplers.org

 The group will explore foun-
dational literary concepts such as narrative stance, struc-
ture, pacing, character development and dialogue. March 
7, 1-2:30 p.m. $40. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park. keplers.org

 Michio Kaku, the co-founder of string 
field theory and science adviser to CBS This Morning, 
will explore what awaits in the future for human beings. 
March 5, 7:30-8:30 p.m. $15-$50. Kepler’s Books, 1010 
El Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.org

 Tomi Adeyemi will 
launch her debut West African Young Adult fantasy novel, 
“Children of Blood and Bone,” which conjures a world of 
dark magic and danger. March 4, 3-5 p.m. Free. Kepler’s 
Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.org

Museums & Exhibits 
 This exhibition considers 

the voyeuristic intimacy of the close-up portrait in 13 
photographs by celebrated photographers Ansel Adams, 
Imogen Cunningham, Barbara Morgan and Edward 
Weston. Each photograph captures a likeness and the 
mood set by the subject’s personality. Through March 4, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Closed Tuesdays; open Thursdays until 
8 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at 
Museum Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu

 Marissa Schleicher Rhee, project 
archivist for exhibitions at Hoover Institution Library & 
Archives will share behind the scenes stories of some of 
the objects on view in the exhibition. March 3, noon-12:30 
p.m. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum 
Way, Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu for more info.

Health & Wellness 
 

SafeSpace is offering a series of free workshops intro-
ducing young people, ages 12-26, to the basic skills of a 
mindfulness practice. These introductory workshops will 
help teens deal with everyday stress and anxiety. March 
1, 6-7 p.m. Free. SafeSpace Community Engagement 
Center, 708 Oak Grove Ave., Menlo Park. Search event-
brite.com for more info.

Business 
 The Chamber 

Business Alliance (CBA) is a group of small business 
entrepreneurs that meets twice a month to promote busi-
ness growth. CBA invites local business leaders to visit a 
meeting and consider joining the group. March 2, 8:30-
9:30 a.m. Chamber of Commerce Conference Room, 
1100 Merrill St., Menlo Park. business.menloparkcham-
ber.com/events

Religion & Spirituality 
 Join Michael Krasny 

as he discusses his book, “Let There Be Laughter,” 
on the historic and cultural role of humor in Jewish life 
from the shtetl and the diaspora to arrival and thriving in 
America. March 4, 2 p.m. Free. Stanford. Search events.
stanford.edu for more info.

Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar  
to see more calendar listings

that the poles would be 25 to 30 feet. 
 Lloyden Park residents claim, however, 
that they had warned town officials about 
the pole heights months earlier. 
 “Because mistakes were made, and 
balls were dropped, we ask the town 
to pay the $200,000 fee,” Lloyden Park 

resident and Rail Committee member 
Nerissa Dexter said. 
 Mr. DeGolia and Mayor Wiest said they 
see room to negotiate with Caltrain. “I 
believe there is an opportunity to come to 
a solution here,” Mr. DeGolia said. 
 “I think we need a good relationship 
with Caltrain,” he said. “That means 
working with them. That doesn’t mean 
dictating.” A

CALTRAIN
continued from page 12

 Should a traffic signal be installed on 
Alameda de las Pulgas at Walsh Road 
near Las Lomitas School?
 A public meeting to get opinions 
on that topic will be held on Tuesday, 
March 6, at 6 p.m. at Las Lomitas 
School’s Cano Hall, 299 Alameda de las 
Pulgas in Atherton.

 An announcement of the meeting 
from the town of Atherton says the Las 
Lomitas Elementary School District 
wants “to improve the traffic conditions 
around the entrance to their campus.” 
 The proposal includes moving the Las 
Lomitas school driveway to align with 
the signal. A

March 6: Meeting on Alameda/Walsh traffic light
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By Jen Wolosin

W
ith the daunting amount of 
cut-through traffic pouring 
through our streets, it’s easy 

to feel helpless about road safety in 
Menlo Park. Kids are unable to walk 
and bike to school 
safely. Our city’s cur-
rent approach to the 
transportation crisis 
has been to partici-
pate in regional dis-
cussions (Dumbar-
ton Corridor, high-
speed rail, etc.) 
and to implement 
piecemeal fixes (e.g., 
the recently imple-
mented turn restrictions in the Willows). 
However, to truly make meaningful 
progress, we need to address our traffic 
and safety issues proactively, immediately, 
and robustly.

Within the past month, a series of proj-
ects aimed at improving road conditions 

in Menlo Park have come through the 
City Council. A Safe Routes to School 
Program and the Transportation Master 
Plan made it on the City Council’s 2018 
work plan’s top-six list. In addition, the 
city is looking to create a Transportation 

Management Asso-
ciation that would 
provide incen-
tives to downtown 
employees to use 
alternative modes 
of transportation.

While I am 
grateful that the 
City Council is 
pursuing these 
items, they are all 

plans, not action. They do nothing in 
themselves to actually change the infra-
structure in Menlo Park, the layout of the 
roads or the safety at intersections.

While my focus has been getting kids 
to school safely, I’ve grown increasingly 
concerned about residents of all ages 

(from 8 to 80 and beyond). And while we 
have a long way to go to solve our region-
al, multi-jurisdictional transportation 
challenges, making Menlo Park more 
walkable and bike-able will improve the 
quality of life and safety for all in our 
neighborhoods. 

Here are 10 of many intersections in 
our city that pose an immediate safety 
risk to pedestrians and cyclists:

Newbridge at Willow
Coleman at Willow/Santa Monica
Woodland at Middlefield
Middlefield at Santa Monica/Linfield
Ravenswood at Alma
Laurel at Encinal
Middle at University
Olive Street at Santa Cruz
Valparaiso at Politzer/Elder
Santa Cruz at Oakdell

There is almost no action being taken 
at City Hall on these areas of concern. 
Most of the intersections mentioned 
are likely many more years away from 
improvements. The city even delayed 

action on taking advantage of the Menlo 
Park Fire Protection District’s recent 
offer to fund half of a safe crossing at 
Middlefield and Santa Monica/Linfield. 
Until we improve these intersections, we 
are not only subjecting those currently 
on bike and foot to unnecessary risk, but 
we are also continuing to clog our neigh-
borhood streets with single-occupancy 
vehicles just trying to get across town.

The good news is that Menlo Park has 
the ability to take quick action when 
certain opportunities present themselves. 
Look how quickly the city is responding 
to the live music venue at the Guild and 
Mr. Arrillaga’s library donation. We must 
apply the same sense of urgency to Safe 
Routes projects. 

I urge the Menlo Park City Council 
to fast-track Safe Routes infrastructure 
improvements. Our leaders can start by 
taking action on widely known hot spots 
and projects already in the pipeline. With 
limited resources, our city must prioritize 
safety above other competing initiatives.

Real safe routes require action

A generous ‘Oasis’  
moment remembered
Editor:
  The closing of the Oasis 
brings up a memory.
  It was fall of 1955. I had the 
responsibility to get a piano to 
Rudy’s Beer Garden on Alpine 
Road for a Stanford outing.
 Turk Murphy’s jazz band was 
coming and Rudy’s outside 
grounds had no piano.
 Oasis said we could borrow 
their mammoth upright. Some-
how two of us got the piano onto 
a truck and out Alpine Road, 
where the music was enjoyed.
 I have no recollection how 
or when we got it back to 
them. How generous was Oasis 
management.

 Bill Russ
Cotton Street, Menlo Park 
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GUEST OPINION

Jen Wolosin is 

founder and chair 

of Parents for Safe 

Routes, a Menlo 

Park-based advocacy 

group committed 

to getting kids to 

school safely.

By Steven D. McCulley

L
ast week in Parkland, Florida, 17 
innocent victims lost their lives in 
yet another tragic school shooting. 

Incidents of school shootings in our coun-
try have become far too common. In the 
majority of these shootings, investigations 
and findings revealed there were many 
warning signs, social media posts, and 
direct communication with classmates that 
the suspect or suspects were planning and 
plotting a school shooting attack.

The Atherton Department of Police, 
along with our school administrators and 
staff, takes all reports of threats and suspi-
cious activity involving our schools very 
seriously and investigates all reports. On 
a daily basis, our school resource officer 
works closely with our schools to keep 
them safe and to mitigate all hazards and 
risks.

As a reminder: “If you see something say 
something” by calling 911, contacting a 
school staff member, or by telling a parent 
or other trusted adult. This is one of the 
best ways we can prevent another school 

shooting or other acts of violence.
The officers and professional staff 

of the Atherton Department of Police 
stand at the ready to 
respond to, mitigate, 
and stop threats and 
acts of violence at our 
schools in order to 
keep students, staff, 
and parents safe at all 
times. Our officers 
are highly trained 
and possess the latest 
equipment needed to 
respond to any hazard in our town, espe-
cially when it may involve our schools. 
We routinely provide “run, hide, fight” 
training to school staff and students, and 
we participate in all school active shooter 
and other safety drills. In April of this year 
we will be conducting a full-scale active 
shooter exercise along with the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District at Menlo School.

We have nine schools in the town of 
Atherton and over 8,000 students in town 
daily during the school week. The safety and 

wellbeing of our students and school staff 
are among our highest priorities. Our aver-
age response time to have several officers on 

the scene of any emer-
gency in town and at 
our schools is three 
minutes. We will also 
be assisted in short 
order by our mutual 
aid partners, which 
include the Menlo 
Park fire district,the 
Menlo Park Police 
Department, the Red-

wood City Police Department, the San 
Mateo County Sheriff ’s Office, and the 
California Highway Patrol.

You can assist us in keeping our com-
munity safe. If you see or hear something 
that is suspicious, doesn’t seem right, or is 
threatening, it is critical that you report it. 
Working together we can keep our very safe 
community even safer from those who may 
wish to cause harm and mayhem.

If you have any question or concerns 
please do not hesitate to contact me.

If you see something, say something

GUEST OPINION

Steven D. McCulley is 

Atherton’s police chief. 

He wrote this open 

letter to the town of 

Atherton and local 

school students, staff 

and parents on Feb. 20.

What’s on your mind?
 From City Hall politics and 
the schools to transportation 
and other pressing issues, 
the Almanac aims to keep 
readers informed about their 
community. But we also want 
to hear from you.
 Tell us what’s on your mind 
by sending your letters to 
letters@AlmanacNews.com. 
Or snail-mail them to: The 
Almanac, 450 Cambridge 
Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306.

VERY 
REAL
LOCAL 
NEWS #PressOn

Support local journalism with  
a print or online subscription  
starting at only $5 /month

Visit: AlmanacNews.com/user/
subscribe/
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THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including

Menlo Park Menlo Park-Downtown 
650.462.1111 650.304.3100

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

AT H E RTO N     $2 3,8 8 0,0 0 0

213 Park Lane  |  5bd/7.5ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.888.0860

License #00373961/01329216
BY APPOINTMENT

PA LO  A LTO     $1 4 , 5 0 0,0 0 0

883 Robb Road  |  5bd/8 & 2.5ba
Julie Tsai Law  |  650.799.8888

License #01339682
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO  PA R K     $7,9 98,0 0 0

1050 Louise Street  |  6bd/7 & 2.5
Joe Parsons  |  650.279.8892

License #01449421
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO  PA R K     $2 ,8 0 0,0 0 0

21 Bishop Lane  |  3bd/3.5ba
Joe Bentley  |  650.867.0199

License #01082626
BY APPOINTMENT

AT H E RTO N     $1 9,98 0,0 0 0

178 Patricia Drive  |  7bd/8 & 2.5ba
Ali Faghiri  |  650.346.4727

License #01247404
BY APPOINTMENT

AT H E RTO N     $1 1 , 5 0 0,0 0 0

54 Serrano Dr  |  5bd/5ba
Valerie Soltau  |  650.464.3896

License #01223247
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO  PA R K     $ 4 ,98 8,0 0 0

1080 Klamath Dr  |  4bd/4ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.533.7373

License #01198898
BY APPOINTMEN

M E N LO  PA R K     $2 , 595,0 0 0

1710 Croner Avenue  |  2bd/1ba
Marybeth Dorst  |  650.245.8890

License #01345542
BY APPOINTMENT

AT H E RTO N     $1 6,8 8 0,0 0 0

1 Belbrook Way  |  6bd/7 & 2.5
Ali Faghiri  |  650.346.4727

License #01247404
BY APPOINTMENT

PA LO  A LTO     $1 0, 495,0 0 0

650 Lowell Avenue | 5bd/6 & 1.5
Judy Citron  |  650.543.1206

License #01825569
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO  PA R K     $ 3,1 5 0,0 0 0

40 Barney Ct  |  3bd/3ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.533.7373

License #01198898
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO  PA R K     $2 , 495,0 0 0

627 16th Ave  |  4bd/4ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.533.7373

License #01198898
BY APPOINTMENT
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release – the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
& maintain the value of your home! Set 
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

Home Theatre Decor

Take Your Best Shot

The Gut & The Athlete Event

120 Auctions
AUCTION of RARE US GOVERNMENT  
Copper Map Engraving Plates for 82 
areas in California. Produced from 1880. 
Each is a unique museum quality one 
of a kind unique work of art. Areas 
include Malibu, Newport Beach & 
Sacramento. View auction online at: 
benbensoncollection.com or email for 
more info:  
benbensoncollection@yahoo.com  
(Cal-SCAN)

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano  
Private piano lessons. In your home 
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years 
exp. 650/493-6950

Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.  
Most instruments, voice.  
All ages and levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
Friends of Menlo Park Library

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
Cannabis Users & Nonusers Needed

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of. 
Call 1-800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-743-1482 
(Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche   
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $ 
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE  
1-707- 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

235 Wanted to Buy
KC BUYS HOUSES  
FAST - CASH - Any Condition. Family 
owned & Operated . Same day offer! 
(951) 805-8661  
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM (Cal-SCAN)

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS  
from only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill-  
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com  
1-800-567-0404 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

 2018 Free Events Calendar - $00.

Vintage Mountain View Shop

Kid’s
Stuff

330 Child Care 
Offered
Fun loving nanny

Mind
& Body

405 Beauty Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE  
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. Order 
now! 1-844-703-9774. (Cal-SCAN)

425 Health Services
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-467-6487. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies! Call 
Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN  
Anytime. Anywhere! No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit: 1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub!  
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. Call  
1-800-799-4811 for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

Stop OVERPAYING  
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and International 
pharmacy, compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-855-397-6808 Promo Code 
CDC201725. (Cal-SCAN)

475 Psychotherapy & 
Counseling
MAKE THE CALL  
TO START GETTING CLEAN TODAY. 
Free 24/7 Helpline for alcohol & drug 
addiction treatment. Get help! It is time 
to take your life back! Call Now:  
855-732-4139 (AAN CAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Manager  
Coursera, Inc. has following 
opportunities in Mountain View, CA: 
Senior Manager, Enterprise Services, 
Provide technical consultation and 
program implementation, ensuring 
on-time high-quality launch, and 
ongoing support for Enterprise clients. 
Position requires 10% travel domestic 
and international. Data Scientist, Craft 
deep quantitative insights that will 
drive the development of the Coursera 
platform. To apply, please mail resumes 
to C. Shimozato, Coursera Inc. 381 
E. Evelyn Avenue, Mountain View, 
California, 94041.

Business
Services

624 Financial
Are you in BIG trouble  
with the IRS? Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.  
Call 855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)

Denied Credit??  
Work to Repair Your Credit Report With 
The Trusted Leader in Credit Repair. Call 
Lexington Law for a FREE credit report 
summary & credit repair consultation. 
855-620-9426. John C. Heath, Attorney 
at Law, PLLC, dba Lexington Law Firm. 
(AAN CAN)

Unable to work due to injury  
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Social Security Disability Attorneys! 
FREE Evaluation. 1-800-966-1904! Mail: 
2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL., Mbr. TX/NM Bar. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant 
in today’s hostile business climate? 
Gain the edge with California News 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

707 Cable/Satellite
DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE ?  
Over 150 Channels ? ONLY $35/month 
(for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $200 
AT&T Visa Rewards Gift Card (some 
restrictions apply). 1-866-249-0619 
(Cal-SCAN)

Dish Network  
Satellite Television Services. Now Over 
190 channels for ONLY $49.99/mo! 
HBO-FREE for one year, FREE Installation, 
FREE Streaming, FREE HD. Add Internet 
for $14.95 a month. 1-800-373-6508 
(AAN CAN)

DISH TV   
$59.99 For 190 Channels $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 1-844-536-5233. 
(Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Silvia’s Cleaning  
We don’t cut corners, we clean them! 
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service 
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est. 
415/860-6988 

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include their 
license numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s status at 
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650-322-8325, phone calls 
ONLY.

Real
Estate

805 Homes for Rent
La Honda, 1 BR/2 BA  
$3800.00 No Pets 650 619-9054 

Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA  
Remodeled West Menlo Park 3 
Bed,2Bath, Los Lomitas Schools, No 
Smoking or Pets, $7,000.00 Mo. 
650 851 4464 

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
Redwood City, 4 BR/2 BA - $1200/mont

845 Out of Area
NORTHERN AZ WILDERNESS RANCH  
$219 MONTH - Quiet secluded 37 
acre off grid ranch set amid scenic 
mountains and valleys at clear 6,200’. 
Near a historic pioneer town & large 
fishing lake. No urban noise & dark 
sky nights amid pure air & AZ’s best 
year-round climate. Evergreen trees /
meadowland blend with sweeping 
views acrossuninhabited wilderness 
mountains and valleys. Self-sufficiency 
quality garden loam soil, abundant 
groundwater & maintained road access. 
Camping & RV’s ok. No homeowner’s 
Assoc. or deed restrictions. $25,500, 
$2,550 down. FREE brochure with 
additional property descriptions, 
photos/ terrain map/weather chart/area 
info: 1st United Realty 800.966.6690. 
(Cal-SCAN)

VARIETY OF AFFORDABLE  
eastern Montana properties For 
Sale! Many opportunities in a great 
recreational area! Please go to our 
website www.montanalandauctions.
com or call (406)366-5588. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s highly competitive market?  
Gain an edge with California News 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the Smart Search Feature.  
For more information call Cecelia @  
(916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!

INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-199

  FOR SALE 
200-299

  KIDS STUFF 
330-399

  MIND & BODY 
400-499
JOBS 
500-599 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
800-899
PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 
995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

No phone 
 number in the ad? 

GO TO  
FOGSTER.COM 

for contact 
information

YOU DON’T 
NEED IT, SELL IT 
IN THE ALMANAC 
MARKETPLACE

IF

FOGSTER.COM is a unique website 
offering FREE POSTINGS from  

communities throughout the Bay Area 

AND 
an opportunity for your ad to appear  

in The Almanac, the Palo Alto Weekly,  
and the Mountain View Voice.

To place a Classified ad in  
call 326-8216 or at fogster.com
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995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
TRADITIONS TLC 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276492 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Traditions TLC, located at 823 Hillside 
Blvd., Daly City, CA 94014; Mailing 
address: PO Box 2582, Menlo Park, CA 
94026, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
DOMINIQUE ROSE 
823 Hillside Blvd. 
Daly City, CA 94014 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 2005. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 30, 2018. 
(ALM Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2018)

ALEX AUTO PAINT 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276493 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Alex Auto Paint, located at 2905 Flood 
Ave., Redwood City, CA 94063, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ORLANDO RODRIGUEZ 
2965 Fair Oaks Ave. 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 30-1-18. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 30, 2018. 
(ALM Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2018)

LOPEZ CLEANING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276454 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Lopez Cleaning, located at 1991 
Manhatan Ave., East Palo Alto CA 94303, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
EDUARDO LOPEZ 
1991 Manhatan Ave 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 26, 2018.  
(ALM Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2018)

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE 
OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
File No. M-255836 
The information given below is as it 
appeared on the fictitious business 
statement that was filed at the County 
Clerk-Recorder’s Office. 

The following person(s) has/have 
abandoned the use of the fictitious 
business name(s).  
CHARLENE BARAIRO 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME(S): 
B-HOMEY FOODS 
281 Merced Drive 
San Bruno, CA 94066 
FILED IN SAN MATEO COUNTY ON: 
05/10/2013 
REGISTRANT’S NAME(S): 
CHARLENE BARAIRO 
281 Merced Drive 
San Bruno, CA 94066 
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY: 
Individual. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 24, 2018. 
(ALM Dec. Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2018)

JOE’S SMOOTH STROKES PAINTING 
COMPANY 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276220 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Joe’s Smooth Strokes Painting Company, 
1350 Crane St., Menlo Park, CA 94025, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JOSEPH RAUL ESTRADA 
1350 Crane St. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 12/1/17. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 5, 2018.  
(ALM Feb. 14, 21, 28: Mar. 7, 2018)

XFACTOR ADVISORS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276501 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
xfactor Advisors, located at 740 
Magnolia Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025 
USA, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JOHN ROBERT BOW 
740 Magnolia Street 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 31, 2018.  
(ALM Feb. 21, 28; Mar. 7, 14, 2018)

TURNER HORN REAL ESTATE 
TAMES REAL ESTATE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276637 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
1.) Turner Horn Real Estate, 2.) Tames 
Real Estate, located at 170 Vista Verde 
Way, Portola Valley, CA 94028, San 
Mateo 
County. 
Registered owner(s): 

JAMES HORN 
170 Vista Verde Way 
Portola Valley, CA 94028 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 2/1/2018. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of 
San Mateo County on Feb. 12, 2018. 
(ALM Feb. 21, 28; Mar. 7, 14, 2018)

OLD LA HONDA GENERAL ENGINEERING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276567 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Old La Honda General Engineering, 
located at 12680 Williams Ranch Road, 
Woodside, CA 94062, San Mateo 
County; Mailing address: PO Box 464, La 
Honda, CA 94020.  
Registered owner(s):  
SCOTT MCREYNOLDS 
12680 Williams Ranch Road 
Woodside, CA 94062 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 6, 2018.  
(ALM Feb. 21, 28; Mar. 7, 14, 2018)

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE 
OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
File No. 269623 
The information given below is as it 
appeared on the fictitious business 
statement that was filed at the County 
Clerk-Recorder’s Office. 
The following person(s) has/have 
abandoned the use of the fictitious 
business name(s).  
KIRSTEN COOPER 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME(S): 
KIRSTEN COOPER, LAC 
214 De Anza Blvd. 
San Mateo, CA 94402 
FILED IN SAN MATEO COUNTY ON: June 
13, 2016 
REGISTRANT’S NAME(S): 
Kirsten Cooper 
1119 Colorado Ave. 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY: 
Individual. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 6, 2018 
(ALM Feb. 28; Mar. 7, 14, 21, 2018)

CALIFORNIA DRIVER ACADEMY 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276595 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
California Driver Academy, located at 
3723 Haven Ave. #111, Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JZI CORP. 
3723 Haven Ave. #111 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
California 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 6-23-2014. 
This statement was filed with the 

County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on February 7, 2018. 
(ALM Feb. 28; Mar. 7, 14, 21, 2018)

DALY CITY MARKET 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276490 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Daly City Market, located at 6775 
Mission St., Daly City, CA 94015, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
DCM87 INC. 
333 87th. St. 
Daly City, CA 94015 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 3/29/06. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 30, 2018.  
(ALM Feb. 28; Mar. 7, 14, 21, 2018)

DALY CITY MARKET 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 276491 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Daly City Market, located at 333 87th. 
St., Daly City, CA 94015, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
DCM87 INC. 
333 87th. St. 
Daly City, CA 94015 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 3/29/06. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on January 30, 2018.  
(ALM Feb. 28; Mar. 7, 14, 21, 2018)

997 All Other Legals
AMENDED 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 17-CIV-01638  
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
Petitioner: GLENDA LEÓN SAAD filed 
a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:  
GLENDA LEÓN SAAD to GLENDA E. 
LEÓN.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition without 
a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: March 9, 2018, 
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court 
of California, County of San Mateo, 
located at 400 County Center, Redwood 
City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: THE 
ALMANAC 
Date: January 26, 2018  
/s/ John L. Grandsaert 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2018)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 18CIV00422 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner: BRIAN RODERICK FOLEY filed 
a petition with this court for a decree 

changing names as follows: 
BRIAN RODERICK FOLEY to BRIAN 
RODERICK SWITZER FOLEY.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition 
for change of name should not be 
granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the court 
may grant the petition without a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: March 16, 2018, 
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court 
of California, County of San Mateo, 
located at 400 County Center, Redwood 
City, CA 94063. A copy of this ORDER 
TO SHOW CAUSE shall be published at 
least once each week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following newspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this 
county:  
 THE ALMANAC 
Date: January 31, 2018 
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
(ALM Feb. 14, 21, 28; Mar. 7, 2018)

fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

650.245.1845

LEHUA GREENMAN
"Sometimes 

in the  
winds  

of change 
we find 
our true 

direction."

This exquisitely remodeled home is located in a peaceful private cul-de-sac. It is very close 
to 280 and downtown. This home, built in 1934, was rebuilt several years ago into a sublime 
architecturally-designed home featuring a huge light-filled great room with soaring ceilings 
and hardwood built-ins. Large gourmet Eat-In Kitchen with custom cabinetry, luxurious 
granite counter tops and top of the line chef appliances. Double pane windows through-
out and crown moldings enhance the gleaming hardwood floors. Spacious Master suite with 
timeless marble bath. The Large office and bath complete this home. Adjacent to the backyard 
is a private studio and bath with double pane window, crown moldings and hardwood floors. 
The wraparound deck was built to enjoy the gardens, mature apricot, lemon, orange and 
persimmon trees and landscaping. 

2 Bedrooms | 3 Bathrooms | Lot Size Approx. 19,602 SqFt | Studio with bath
P ri c e  Up o n  R e q u e s t

Your own Oasis in Woodside!
Country liv ing at its  f inest.  A private,  peaceful retreat!

For More Information
TEXT 405086 To 555000
www.RossettiRealty.com

Gail Antoinette Rossetti
Office: 650.854.4100

Cell: 650.465.6550
Gail@RossettiRealty.com 

DRE# 01179344
3525 Alameda delas Pulgas, Ste C, Menlo Park

WOODSIDEWWWWOOOODDSSIIDDEEWW DDSS
7 Palm Circle Road

Public Notices

WE HANDLE ALL YOUR LEGAL 
PUBLISHING NEEDS

223-6578

LEGAL
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Woodside | 4/4.5 | $13,500,000
1250 Canada Road 
Approx. 5 acs in Central Woodside, working 
equestrian center. Fantastic Woodside Value

Central Woodside | 6/5 | $10,750,000
307 Olive Hill Ln 
Exceptional 6 BR/5 BA Woodside Prop on over 3 
sun-swept acres. Vinyard,garden, pool &More

Woodside | 5/5.5 | $8,900,000
135 Farm Road 
Classic estate on 4+ acres w/ equestrian 
facilities, pool and tennis court. 135 Farm.com

Pescadero | 4/4 full + 2 half | $7,750,000
301 Ranch Road West 
186 Acre Exceptional Ranch Estate w/ 3 parcels 
complete this Rare Retreat in SF Bay Area.

Menlo Park | 5/5.5 | $5,800,000
625 Hobart St 
Contemporary award winning Masterpiece home. 
5 bd suites. Gorgeous gardens.625HobartSt.com

Atherton | 5/3.5 | $5,500,000
157 Watkins Ave 
Beautifully remodeled 1-level home w/ resort-like 
backyard. Nearly 1 acre on a private lot

Atherton | 5/4 | $4,900,000
40 Selby Ln 
This property offers numerous opportunities on 
over one acre in sought-after Atherton.

Green Gables | 4/3 | $3,595,000
525 Jackson Dr 
Premier location in Green Gables. Great remodel 
and additions. Palo Alto schls. 4BR/3BA.

Portola Valley | 5/3.5 | $3,395,000
900 Wayside Rd 
Stunning views across SF Bay from Mt. Diablo to 
Black Mountain!www.900wayside.com

Emerald Hills | 4/2.5 | $2,295,000
727 Paradise Way 
1st Open! This private contemporary home sits 
on a park like backyard and swimming pool!

Woodside | 6/4.5 | $2,250,000
10691 La Honda Rd 
Magnificent country property bathed in sunlight 
against a backdrop of towering redwoods

Portola Valley | $1,500,000
501 Wayside 
Great building opportunity in Portola Valley. 
1.5+ Acre buildable, sunny lot with views! 

       Californiahome.me       cbcalifornia        cb_california       cbcalifornia        coldwellbanker

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the 
Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker  
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  CalRE# #01908304

COLDWELL BANKER

Central Woodside | 4/4.5 | $7,995,000
3970 Woodside Rd 
Custom Home on approx 2 acres w/ vineyard, 
vast lawns & next to Wunderlich Park.

Old Palo Alto | 4/3.5 | $4,995,000
2333 South Ct 
Charming Craftsnan home on a tree-lined quiet 
street in Old Palo Alto.

Woodside | 4/3.5 | $2,850,000
580 Old La Honda Road
Custom-built home on 9.5+ acres with splendid 
vies is worth the drive – 580OldLaHonda.com

Central Park | 2/2 | $1,098,000
 1808-1810 Roosevelt Ave 
Great units near shopping & transport. 1bd 1ba 
back unit & Studio unit recently updated. 

Sean Foley 650.851.2666
CalRE #00870112

Erika Demma 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Erika Demma 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766

Erika Demma & Paula Russ 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766/00612099

Lyn Jason Cobb 650.324.4456
CalRE #01332535

Hossein Jalali 650.324.4456
CalRE #01215831

Hanna Shacham 650.324.4456
CalRE #01073658

Jackie & Richard Schoelerman 650.324.4456
CalRE #01092400

Veronica Kogler 650.324.4456
CalRE #01788047

Jean Isaacson 650.851.2666
CalRE #00542342

Ginny Kavanaugh / Steve Gray 650.851.2666
CalRE #00884747/01498634

Sam Anagnostou 650.851.2666
CalRE #00798217

Jean Isaacson 650.851.2666
CalRE #00542342

James Milton 650.324.4456
CalRE #01833221

Sean Foley 650.851.2666
CalRE #00870112


