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THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including

Menlo Park Menlo Park-Downtown 
650.462.1111 650.304.3100

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

AT H E RTO N     $ 1 7,8 0 0,0 0 0

113 Atherton Avenue  |  5bd/6.5ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.888.0860

License #00373961/01329216
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO  PA R K     $ 5 ,1 8 5 ,0 0 0

1785 Croner Avenue  |  5bd/4ba
Liz Daschbach  |  650.207.0781

License #00969220
BY APPOINTMENT

PA LO  A LTO     $ 2 ,8 5 0,0 0 0

633 Channing Avenue  |  4bd/2.5ba
C. Carnevale/N. Aron  |  650.543.1195

License #07000304
BY APPOINTMENT

SA N  M AT EO     $ 1 ,9 2 9,0 0 0

3010 Del Monte Street  |  4bd/2ba
Joseph Bentley  |  650.867.0199

License # 01082626
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO  PA R K     $7,9 98,0 0 0

1050 Louise Street  |  6bd/7+ba
Joe Parsons  |  650.279.8892

License #01449421
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO  PA R K     $ 3 , 6 49,0 0 0

36 Politzer Drive  |  4bd/4ba
Judy Citron  |  650.543.1206

License #01825569
BY APPOINTMENT

R E DWO O D  C I T Y     $ 2 , 495 ,0 0 0

4 Woodleaf Avenue  |  5bd/3.5ba
C. Carnevale/N. Aron  |  650.543.1195

License #07000304
BY APPOINTMENT

LOS  A LTOS     $ 1 ,8 5 8,0 0 0

396 First Street  |  2bd/2ba
Darcy Gamble  |  650.380.9415

License #01956441
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO  PA R K     $ 5 ,1 98,0 0 0

1868 Valparaiso Avenue  |  4bd/4.5ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.533.7373

License #01198898
BY APPOINTMENT

PA LO  A LTO     $ 2 ,9 95 ,0 0 0

158 Tennyson Avenue  |  4bd/3ba
Valerie Soltau  |  650.464.3896

License #01223247
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30

SA N  M AT EO     $ 1 ,9 9 9,9 9 9

1592 Lexington Avenue  |  4bd/2ba
Cindy Liebsch  |  650.591.7473

License #01324217
OPEN SUNDAY 1:30-4:30

SA N  M AT EO     $ 1 , 2 49,0 0 0

3623 Pacific Boulevard  |  3bd/2ba
Kevin Ames  |  650.995.6534

License # 01079494
BY APPOINTMENT
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PREMIER PROPERTIES represented by 

650.888.8199 
scott@scottdancer.com
www.scottdancer.com
2930 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA 94062
License # 00868362

WOODSIDE  |  6.39 ACRES

OFFERED AT $6,399,000

WOODSIDE  |  3 ACRES

OFFERED AT $15,750,000

WOODSIDE  |  2.8 ACRES

OFFERED AT $5,500,000

PORTOLA VALLEY  |  2.75 ACRES

OFFERED AT $6,995,000

WOODSIDE  |  5.78 ACRES

OFFERED AT $39,500,000

WOODSIDE  |  7.6 ACRES

OFFERED AT $6,295,000

WOODSIDE  |  12 ACRES

OFFERED AT $13,900,000

WOODSIDE  |  1+ ACRES

OFFERED AT $3,895,000

WOODSIDE  |  ULTRA-LUXE

OFFERED AT $4,600,000

WOODSIDE  |  3 ACRES

OFFERED AT $10,500,000

SOLD

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety 
of different sources.  Such information has not been verifi ed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to 
buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

WOODSIDE  |  3.3 ACRES

OFFERED AT $6,995,000

SOLD

WOODSIDE  |  1+ ACRES

OFFERED AT $5,195,000

SOLD
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to: Editor@AlmanacNews.com
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letters@AlmanacNews.com

  Advertising: (650) 854-2626  
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  Submit Obituaries:  

www.almanacnews.com/obituaries
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The Almanac (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370) 
is published every Wednesday by Embarcadero 
Media, 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo 
Park, CA 94025-6558. Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Menlo Park, CA and at additional mailing 
offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of general 
circulation for San Mateo County, The Almanac is 
delivered free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, 
Portola Valley and Woodside. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to the Almanac, 3525 
Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
6558. Copyright ©2018 by Embarcadero Media, 
All rights reserved. Reproduction without 
permission is strictly prohibited.

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, 
of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 
94028 and the Woodside portion of 
94062, call 854-2626.

The Almanac is qualified by decree of the 
Superior Court of San Mateo County to publish 
public notices of a governmental and legal 
nature, as stated in Decree No. 147530, issued 
October 20, 1969. Subscriptions are $60 for one 
year and $100 for two years. Go to AlmanacNews.
com/circulation.

Established 1965

Avenidas Village is celebrating 10 years of 
helping older adults successfully:

• Maintain their independence

• Live in the home they love

• Connect to their community

• Get access to resources

• Stay fit and active

• Enjoy sense of belonging

Village
Your life, your way, in your home

Learn more by attending a FREE Avenidas Village 
Coffee Chat on Thursday, June 28 at 10am or  

Tuesday, July 17 at 2pm. RSVP today!
www.avenidas.org        (650) 289-5405

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Town Council of 
the Town of Portola Valley will hold a public hearing on 
the proposed Town Budget for Fiscal Year 2018/2019, 
Wednesday, June 27, 2018 at 7:00 p.m., in the Historic 
Schoolhouse, 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, California.

Comments may be submitted in writing prior to the 
Town Council meeting or presented at the meeting.  All 
interested persons are invited to appear before the Town 
Council at the time and place herein above mentioned. 

is available for viewing on the Town website at www.
portolavalley.net. as well as copies are available between 
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. at Portola 
Valley Town Hall, 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, 
California and, via mail by contacting Sharon Hanlon, 
Town Clerk at 650-851-1700 ext. 210.

Dated: June 14, 2018 Sharon Hanlon
 Portola Valley Town Clerk

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON 

THE PROPOSED TOWN BUDGET  
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018/2019

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com  |  TheAlmanacOnline.com  |  MountainViewOnline.com

Embarcadero Media is an independent multimedia news organization 
with over 35 years of providing award-winning local news, 
community information and entertainment to the Midpeninsula. 

We are always looking for talented and creative people interested 
in joining our efforts to produce outstanding journalism and results 
for our advertisers through print and online.

We currently have the following positions open 
for talented and outgoing individuals:

•  Advertising Sales/Production Admin  Assist the sales and design 
teams in the production of online and print advertising. Tech savvy, 
excellent communication and keen attention to detail a must.

•  Director of Marketing & Audience Development Develop and 
implement marketing programs in support of the company‘s 
successful print and digital publications. Undertake new initiatives to 
expand their reach, increase reader and advertiser engagement and 
grow revenue through paid membership subscriptions.

•  Graphic Designer  Creation/production of print and online ads, 
including editorial layout, in a fast-paced environment. Publishing 
experience and video editing a plus, highly-motivated entry-level 
considered.

•  Operations Associate (Circulation)  Oversee the printing and 
delivery of four weekly newspapers. This is a deadline-driven, 
detail-oriented job that requires communication with both 
subscribers and vendors.

We’re looking for talented,  
highly-motivated and dynamic people

Join our team!

For more information visit:  
http://embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment
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M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y

Local News
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

C
onsider the following 
statistics, released June 
14 in a report jointly 

authored by two Bay Area non-
profits: Oakland-based Trans-
Form, which supports “systemic 
changes in transportation and 
land use that simultaneously 
address climate change and 
inequality,” and the San Mateo 
County Housing Leadership 
Council, which focuses on sup-
porting housing development 
and affordability for residents 
and workers in the county. 

Since 2010, congestion-relat-
ed traffic delays in the region 
have gotten 80 percent longer, 
says the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Commission. Locally, 
more than 20 percent of the 338 
people who participated in a 
survey and who work near El 
Camino Real and around Cal-
train stations from Palo Alto to 
San Bruno said they had quit or 
lost a job because it was hard to 
get to work.

Forty percent of the people 
who commute to San Mateo 
County from another county 
make less than $50,000 annu-
ally. And between now and 
2024, it’s expected that almost 
half of the new jobs cre-
ated in the county 
will pay less than 
$65,000 a year, 
with the bulk 
of those paying 
under $30,000. 

At the same 
time, it’s estimat-
ed that people 
need to earn an 
annual income of 
$118,800 to afford 
to rent the aver-
age two-bedroom 
apartment in San 
Mateo County. As 
of April 2018, the median sin-
gle-family home in San Mateo 
County cost $1.6 million. To 
buy that home, a household 
would need to earn $383,000 a 
year. To buy a median condo, 
the report says, a household 
would need to earn $225,000 a 
year.  

The report, called “Mov-
ing San Mateo County For-
ward: Housing and Transit at 
a Crossroads,” culls data from 

a wide range of sources and 
tells the not new, but increas-
ingly nuanced, tale of how the 
Peninsula’s twin problems — a 
stunted, costly housing supply 
and jam-packed roads triggered 
by major job growth in the area 
— are inextricably linked. The 
report also includes recom-
mendations for what regional 
authorities and local jurisdic-
tions should do to address those 
problems simultaneously.

Evelyn Stivers, executive 
director of the Housing Leader-
ship Council, says that because 
the problems of traffic and 
housing are so linked, policy-
makers should also take this 
into account.

“We could spend billions 
on transportation and actu-
ally have traffic get worse if 
we don’t build enough afford-
able homes,” she said in an 
interview. 

“The goal overall is to think 
about transportation and hous-
ing holistically.” 

Recommendations
The report’s release comes 

at a time when the county is 
considering placing a half-cent 
transportation sales tax on the 
November ballot, and includes 
some ideas for how that money 
might be spent. One policy rec-

ommendation is 
to distribute that 
new county trans-
portation mon-
ey, if approved, 
to cities based 
on their past 
track records in 
approving afford-
able housing. 

The county 
could also take 
steps to support 
affordable hous-
ing development 
in areas where 

infrastructure enables car-free 
mobility — places where there’s 
public transportation, pedestri-
an and bike-friendly areas, and 
proximity to jobs and shopping. 

The report’s authors also rec-
ommend that the county put at 
least 10 percent of the funding 
that would be generated by 
the measure toward improving 
infrastructure for bicyclists and 

Report touts tips for 
tackling Peninsula’s 
biggest headaches

Courtesy Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District

Protecting a local icon
The board of the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District on June 12 heard the pleas of area 
residents and stepped back from plans to add a parking lot, driveway, restrooms, trailheads and a 
wheelchair-accessible trail near this iconic red barn along Highway 84 between La Honda and Skyline 
Boulevard. Read the story on Page 12.

See REPORT, page 6

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

F
or about 30 minutes on 
June 12, the Woodside 
Town Council heard sto-

ries from parents and other 
concerned citizens about the 
unsafe aspect of local roads that 
children use — and could use 
in greater numbers if they were 
safer — for walking or biking to 
and from school on Woodside 
Road.

Residents blamed the safety 
problems on commuters, direct-
ed by cloud-based congestion 
rerouting software and trying to 
avoid crowded arterials during 
the week, and out-of-towners 
passing through Woodside on 
their way to somewhere else on 
weekends.

The council, town staff and 
the town’s Circulation Commit-
tee have been working on the 
Safe Routes to School problem 
for years, and Mayor Chris Shaw 
pledged to collaborate with the 
residents in the months ahead.

“It would be unfair of us not 
recognize the work that the Cir-
culation Committee has done 

over the last five years because 
it was a lot of heavy lifting to get 
the (Woodside Road) bike lanes 
done and the narrowing (of 
traffic lanes),” Shaw said. “What 
you all have done by showing 
up tonight is to re-energize that 
process.”

Residents weighed in with 
anecdotal accounts.

Fiona Ryan of Woodside Road, 
who said she has two small chil-
dren whom she and her husband 
are trying to “bring up wild,” 
reported seeing about one close 
call a month as she walks them 
to school, often because the 
driver was talking on a phone. 
Her husband was almost struck 
while walking in a bike lane to 
the grocery store on Woodside 
Road, she said.

Drivers need to slow down, 
Ryan said. “It’s a very important 
issue. I really appreciate you 
guys taking the time ... to get 
whatever needs to be put down 
on the roads to make people 
move slower, to make this town 
feel like a slow, rural commu-
nity. That’s why we came here.”

Resident Joel Hornstein 
reported that his son’s bike 

had been damaged in front of 
Woodside Elementary when a 
driver turned on to Woodside 
Road from Albion Avenue and 
hit the bike while he was walk-
ing it through the crosswalk 
on Sunday, June 3. Because she 
was turning on to Woodside 
Road, the driver may not have 
seen the flashing lights that 
frame the crosswalk, he said, 
but added that the family was 
“tremendously shaken” by the 
experience.

It’s not just a weekday problem, 
and Waze, the traffic rerouting 
app, is partly to blame, Horn-
stein said. “On weekdays, it’s 
the Wazers who zoom through 
Albion,” he said. “They’re on 
Albion because I-280’s jammed 
shut, Canada’s jammed shut 
and now they’ve really got to 
make up for lost time. ... On the 
weekend, it’s joy riders who, like 
this woman, just aren’t paying 
attention.”

The crosswalk at Canada and 
Romero roads needs enhance-
ments, a Romero resident said. 
The line of sight for northbound 

Commuters, weekend traffic making 
roads less safe, parents tell council

See TRAFFIC, page 14

‘We could 
spend billions on 

transportation and 
actually have traffic 

get worse if we 
don’t build enough 
affordable homes.’

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
EVELYN STIVERS, HOUSING 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
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Doggone right 
Go get that  

reusable  
water  

bottle!

Refuse Disposable. ReuseToGo.org

O F F I C E O F  
SUS TAINA BIL I T Y
C O U N T Y O F S A N M A T E O

HCO#414700023info@careindeed.com

ike to express my appreciation and gratitude for the intelligent and 
supportive care and assistance that your caregivers had provided for my loved
one during his most difficult and final period at home. In my experience, the
level of kindness and wholehearted caring attention he received from your 
caregivers is rarely found among knowledgeable personnel. For my own part, 
the confidence she inspired allowed  
me to get much needed sleep while  

she was on duty. Thank you for 
sending them to us.” Sheila H.

(650) 328-1001 • www.careindeed.com  •  890 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025

“I would l

AlmanacNews.com

LET’S DISCUSS:
Read the latest local news headlines and 

talk about the issues at Town Square at 

AlmanacNews.com

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M
enlo Park planning 
commissioner, 2014 
City Council candidate 

and current Facebook employee 
Drew Combs has informed The 
Almanac he is “seriously consid-
ering” a November run for City 
Council as a representative of 
District 2. 

This will be 
the first year 
for district 
elections in 
Menlo Park. 
Instead of all 
residents vot-
ing from a set 
of candidates 
who would 
represent the 
city at-large, residents of a par-
ticular area of the city will vote 
on a candidate from that area 
under the new voting system. 

District 2 covers the Willows, 
Flood Triangle and Suburban 
Park.

If Combs decides to run, he 
will be facing incumbent Kirst-
en Keith, who is seeking a third 
council term. Combs ran for a 
council seat in the 2014 at-large 
election and was 347 votes from 
unseating third-term incum-
bent Councilman Rich Cline. 

(Parks & Recreation commis-
sioner and Suburban Park resident 
Sarah Staley Shenk announced in 
March she was considering a Dis-
trict 2 council run, but has since 
decided against it.)

Combs said he has a “great 
deal of respect” for Keith, but 
added, “I do think there is value 
in new blood. … I think things 
will come up in an election 
where there will be differences 
of approach,” he said. 

“My primary aim is to make 
sure I am representing the com-
munity,” he said. “It will be a 
hyperlocal focus.” 

As an employee of Facebook, 
Combs has recused himself 
from all Planning Commission 
matters that deal directly with 
the company. He’s also recused 
himself from matters relating 
to projects on properties that 
abut Facebook property. He 
said he’s not “fully recused from 
everything that happens in the 
Bayfront area.” 

His perspective, he said, 
comes from being a resident of 
the community for six years, 
serving on the city’s bicycle 
and planning commissions, and 
being part of a younger family 
raising kids. 

Combs said his time on the 
Planning Commission has given 
the public a chance to see how 
he votes and to get to know him 
better. “I am more of a known 
commodity,” he said. “You can 
only be a fresh face once. That’s 
not me anymore.”

He said he thinks his track 
record displays pragmatism and 
balance, and that he has encour-
aged change, including in some 
cases embracing more develop-
ment, particularly for mixed-use 
projects. A

Commissioner Drew Combs 
considering council run

pedestrians, and to continue or 
increase its support for afford-
able housing. 

The report also states that the 
county could set as its transpor-
tation priorities the following: 
increasing funding for Sam-
Trans services; supporting new 
signals or lanes that let buses 
move faster than regular traffic; 
making fare more affordable 
for low-income service work-
ers; and improving the speed, 
frequency and reliability of 
existing transit services. 

People use public transit when 
it exists and is convenient, the 
report’s authors assert. They say 
that, according to a report by 
the American Public Transport 
Association, ridership increased 
25 percent in two years after 
Caltrain launched its baby bullet 
express service in 2004. Rider-
ship is now 150 percent greater 
than it was in 2004. 

But solutions don’t lie only 
with the county, the report 
asserts. 

Transit agencies like Caltrain 
can prioritize affordable hous-
ing for their properties, which 
could change how those sites 
are developed over time. They 
recommend that 25 percent 
of any housing developments 
permitted on Caltrain property 
be designated for rent at below 
the market rate. 

Cities can adopt land-use 
policies that support hous-
ing affordability near transit, 
Stivers said, noting that cities 
generally tend to have more 
power over land use than traffic 
and transportation.

The report recommends that 
cities adopt impact fees and 
inclusionary housing, both of 
which Menlo Park has; stream-
line the approval process for 
backyard housing units; and 
create policies that protect 
people from getting displaced 
from their communities. 

“Housing policy is trans-
portation policy,” Stivers said. 
“Separating them doesn’t get 
the results we need.”

Go to is.gd/smcreport347 to 
access the report. A

REPORT
continued from page 5

Photo by Michelle Le/
The Almanac.

Drew Combs
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac staff writer

F
ormer town of Atherton 
finance director John Paul 
Johns died on June 2 at his 

home in Davis. He was 58 years 
old.

Johns worked as Atherton’s 
finance director from 2001 to 
2007. In 2006 he was directed 
by the City Council to per-
form an audit of the building 
department.

The results led to political 

turmoil in the town, an outside 
investigation of the building 
department, and the abrupt 
retirement of the top building 
official.

Johns was suspended in 
August 2007 after hostile work-
place complaints were made 
against him by the police chief, 
and he was fired in October fol-
lowing an outside investigation.

But in 2010, the town settled a 
$500,000 wrongful termination 
lawsuit in which Johns claimed 
his firing was the result of his 

work auditing the town’s financ-
es and blowing the whistle on 
fiscal improprieties. He was paid 
$225,000, rehired as the finance 
director and given a letter of 
commendation. 

Johns agreed to resign the 
same day he was reinstated, and 
to give up the right to sue the 
town, council members, cur-
rent and former employees, and 
contractors — but not the right 
to comment on the matter.

Neither party admitted to 
liability in the settlement.

Johns, who would have been 
59 on July 21, was born in Red-
wood City to David Melville 
Johns and Helen Josephine 
Johns. He served in the Marines 
from 1978 to 1982 on the USS 
Thomaston and was awarded 
the Humanitarian Service Med-
al for his role in the rescue of 
77 Vietnamese refugees in the 
South China Sea in April 1981.  

He graduated from the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, 
received a master of business 
administration degree from the 

University of Santa Clara, and 
was a certified public accountant.  

He is survived by his wife, Sally 
Ann; son Stephen and daughter 
CeCe; sister Cyndi Crechriou; 
and brothers Joseph (his twin), 
Richard, T. Christopher, and 
James. He was preceded in death 
by his mother and father; brothers 
D. Michael, Terrance, and Ronald; 
and a sister, Mary Jo Johns.

Services were held on June 16 
in Menlo Park, with a gathering 
at Carpaccio restaurant after the 
services. A

John Johns, Atherton’s former finance director, dies at 58

N E W S

HERITAGE TREE TASK FORCE VACANCIES

FOR MORE INFORMATION
• Visit menlopark.org/heritagetreetaskforce

• Call 650-330-6620

Developing 
leaders within 
the community

Menlo Park is recruiting for at least 7 seats on the City’s newly created 
Heritage Tree Task Force to assist with an update to the Heritage Tree 
Ordinance. 
 
This volunteer adivisory group will make several recommendations 
including the definition of heritage trees, development-related heritage 
tree appeals, permit fees, unpermitted removals and enforcement of 
tree replacements. More information and a tentative meeting schedule is 
available online.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
• Apply by 5 p.m., 

Monday, July 2, 2018

(Photo credit: The Daily News)

STEVE GRAY  CalRE #01498634 
650.743.7702  |  info@HelpRealtor.com

What is Your Home 
Really Worth?

HelpRealtor.com

Request a  
professional  
home-value  
assessment  

with on-point  
accuracy

Hel

R
pr
h
a

wi

Atherton’s Greg Con-
lon appears to be one of 
the winners in the June 
5 primary election, com-
ing in second in the race 
for state treasurer and 
winning a place on the 
November ballot against 
San Francisco Democrat 
Fiona Ma. 

Conlon, a Republican 
who was one of five candidates on 
the primary ballot, received 14.4 
percent of the vote in San Mateo 
County, while Ma received 59.4 
percent.  Statewide, he did even 
better, with 21.3 percent of the vote, 
as of the June 14 count, to Ma’s 44.1 
percent. 

Third-place candidate Jack 
Guerrero, another Republican 
had 19.4 percent of the vote. 

It was the third time that 

Conlon, who has been 
a member of Atherton’s 
Rail Committee since 
2004 and is a former 
member of its Audit and 
Finance Committee, has 
run for the state treasur-
er position. He has also 
run for Atherton City 
Council at least twice, in 
2012 and 2013, and ran 

against Rich Gordon for a state 
Assembly seat in 2010. 

A retired senior partner in a 
major accounting firm, Conlon 
served six years on the Califor-
nia Public Utilities Commission, 
including two years as president, 
and two years on the state’s Trans-
portation Commission. He has a 
law degree from the University of 
San Francisco. 

— Barbara Wood

Conlon a contender in 
race for state treasurer

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Atherton Police 
Department has con-
firmed reports that former 

President Barack Obama will be 
in Atherton on Friday, June 29, 
for a fundraiser at the home of 
Liz Simons and Mark Heising.

Police Chief Steve McCulley 
said the homeowners applied for 
one of the town’s special event 
permits for the function but did 
not ask for any assistance. The 
Secret Service has also not asked 
for town help, but police offi-
cers will be available if needed, 
McCulley said.

The permit application says 
the event will last only two and a 
half hours. The website Politico, 
citing a copy of the invitation 
to the event, says tickets for the 
Democratic Congressional Cam-
paign Committee fundraiser 
range from $10,000 to $237,300. 
Politico says House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi and Rep. 
Anna Eshoo will also attend. 

A 2013 visit by Obama to 
the Simons-Heising home and 
another Atherton location led 
to modifications in Atherton’s 
requirement for special event per-
mits. During that visit, President 
Obama arrived in a helicopter 
that landed at the Circus Club.

After the 2013 visit the town 
sent a bill for $7,600 to the White 
House, the Secret Service, the 
Democratic National Commit-
tee, Simons and Heising and two 
other residents who also hosted an 
event for Obama that same day, 
Marcia and John Goldman. The 
billing was for services supplied 
during the visit, the town said. 

No one paid the bill, and 
the town dropped the matter 
because it did not have a law on 
the books specifically requiring 
the reimbursement.

In 2015, the City Council 
approved changes in the special 
event ordinance to require those 
sponsoring special events to pay 
for any police, public works or 
other needed services, as well as 
the costs for issuing the permit. A

Obama to visit Atherton 
for June 29 fundraiser 

Courtesy Greg Conlon
Greg Conlon  
of Atherton
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Menlo Park Fire Pro-
tection District has sent 
letters to Menlo Park, 

Atherton, East Palo Alto and 
San Mateo County asking for 
joint meetings of their govern-
ing boards to address “mobility” 
problems in the district that 
the letters warn “will have cata-
strophic consequences for those 
needing emergency services.” 
 The letters, dated May 10, did 
not say what information the 
dire warnings were based on. 
The letters say the district is 
“now at a tipping point where 
delays in our response times 
during more than half the 
waking hours” of local resi-
dents and workers could bring 
catastrophe. 
 “Unfortunately, our ability 
to meet the required response 
times in certain parts of the 
District has deteriorated for 
a variety of reasons (roadway 
design, roadway widths, traffic 
control devices, traffic conges-
tion), but with the most chal-
lenging being gridlock during 
commute hours,” the letters 
signed by fire board President 
Chuck Bernstein say.
 Fire Chief Harold Schapel-
houman responded to requests 
from The Almanac to provide 
the information the letters were 
based on only after The Alma-
nac’s original story was online, 
but did not provide any addi-
tional information on response 
times. 
 “It isn’t all about the numbers, 
but they do matter, it’s about a 
reality every person who lives or 
works around here understands 
and lives daily!” he wrote in an 
email. 
 Bernstein said in an email 
that although he didn’t have 
the reports on hand, the infor-
mation could be found on the 
district’s website.
 The Almanac was able to find 
a report, produced for the fire 
board’s Aug. 15, 2017, meeting 

by district staff, that includes a 
statistical analysis of emergency 
response times from 2014, 2015 
and 2016. Bernstein confirmed 
it was the report he had referred 
to.
 The report has not been 
updated with 2017 response 
times. 
  “The staff has placed more 
than 80 hours of time in research 
and documentation in prepara-
tion of this report,” it says. 
 The report shows that 
response times in all but the 
unincorporated county areas 
covered by the fire district actu-
ally improved between 2014 and 
2016. The times in the report are 
the times by which 90 percent of 
the vehicles being measured had 
responded.
  In Atherton, response times 
dropped from 4 minutes, 56 
seconds in 2014, to 4 minutes, 
30 seconds in 2016. 
 In East Palo Alto, response 
times were 5 minutes, 51 sec-
onds in 2014, and 5 minutes, 39 
seconds in 2016.
 In Menlo Park, response times 
were 6 minutes, 4 seconds in 
2014, and 5 minutes, 55 seconds 
in 2016.
  In the unincorporated areas 
response times increased from 6 
minutes, 21 seconds in 2014, to 6 
minutes, 40 seconds in 2016.
 In 2015, the fire district adopt-
ed the goal of responding to at 
least 90 percent of calls in less 
than seven minutes from the 
time stations are contacted by 
the dispatcher.
 The report also shows that 
overall, during commute time 
(6 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 
7 p.m.) response times dropped 
slightly between 2014 and 2016, 
from 6 minutes, 53 seconds to 6 
minutes, 51 seconds. 
 When broken down into 
responses from each station 
during commute hours, half the 
response times dropped while 
the others increased over that 
period. 
 Bernstein said he looked at the 
report differently, considering 

only the changes between 2015 
and 2016, and was concerned 
by what he saw. Breaking down 
response times to the engines 
and truck at each station from 
2015 to 2016, the report shows 
times improving for three 
engines and the truck and 
deteriorating for four engines 
and the district overall (from 6 
minutes, 33 seconds in 2015, to 
6 minutes, 51 seconds in 2016).
 The report, Bernstein pointed 
out, also showed that the district 
was not meeting its target of 
responding in under seven min-
utes during commute times with 
vehicles from three stations: the 
engines from stations in East 
Palo Alto, Fair Oaks Avenue in 
unincorporated Menlo Park, 
and Chilco Street in Menlo 
Park.
  “On average for all stations, 
we were under the 7:00 minute 
target, but only by nine seconds. 
In my opinion, that was cause 
for alarm,” Berstein wrote in an 
email. 
 Bernstein said “the worsen-
ing problem has caused our 

firefighters to respond in riskier 
ways, cutting through streets 
that were not made for fire 
engines and going the wrong 
way on major arteries. Even if 
we are finding faster ways to get 
places, the fix will be only tem-
porary because it is generally 
agreed that new construction is 
bring(ing) more cars onto the 
roads.”
 The letters he sent name spe-
cific roadways in each jurisdic-
tion that are especially compro-
mised. That information came 
from anecdotal information 
from firefighters, the board was 
told.
  Bernstein said the 2017 report 
has some known flaws, includ-
ing times when firefighters for-
got to push a button noting they 
had arrived on the scene, and 
cases in which two sources gave 
two different times for arrival. 
 He said that in writing the 
letter he also relied on “the anec-
dotal experience of the firefight-
ers who know, day to day, how 
long it is taking them and who 
frequently are forced to search 

for alternative routes.”
 Fire board director Peter Car-
penter has long been asking 
that jurisdictions within the fire 
district be put on notice about 
problems with their roadways. 
“We need paper trails on this 
issue,” he said in a Feb. 21, 2017, 
meeting.
  “We’ve been telling Menlo 
Park for years (about problems 
on Willow Road),” he said. “We 
need to make sure that we put 
the ball in their court.” 
 The letters also ask for consid-
eration of “the installation of a 
district-wide alerting system to 
address disasters.” 
 Mr. Bernstein said on June 
17 that the fire district had 
heard from all the recipients of 
the letter except for San Mateo 
County.
 He said Atherton plans to hold 
its usual annual meeting with 
the district in December, that 
East Palo Alto will hold a joint 
meeting with the fire board in 
September, and that Menlo Park 
has responded it is too busy to 
meet with the district. A

District warns of ‘catastrophic consequences’ from mobility problems

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

R
esidents in the vicin-
ity of Haciendas Drive 
in Woodside turned out 

in some force on June 12 to 
complain to the Town Council 
about tentative plans by the local 
firefighting agency to build a fire 
station on the three-acre prop-
erty at the northeast corner of 
Haciendas and Woodside Road.
 The residents said they had 
only recently learned of a poten-
tial land swap between the 

owner of 10 Haciendas Drive 
and the Woodside Fire Protec-
tion District for its 1.1-acre 
property about a half-mile to the 
west, at 3111 Woodside Road, 
which is the location of the main 
fire station.
 This initiative has been under 
discussion since 2015, the resi-
dents said, adding that the coun-
cil had an obligation to inform 
the residents of the situation.
 Mayor Chris Shaw, in 
response, noted that the fire dis-
trict is an agency independent of 
the town, and that the council 

had not formally discussed the 
matter.
 The fire district is considering 
moving its main station to the 
Haciendas Drive site.
 Resident Janice Wilkins, a 
20-year resident of Haciendas 
Drive, told the council that she 
and her family and her eight 
neighbors are “a closely knit but 
small community of families.” 
She spoke of plans for the fire 
station that show a parking lot 
for 50 vehicles.
 “The fire station would dra-
matically change the character 

of our small residential street, 
negatively change our lives and 
decrease the property value 
that many of us have relied on,” 
Wilkins said.
 “We value the great service 
that people of the fire depart-
ment provide to our community, 
but frankly we heretofore never 
thought the destruction of our 
beautiful small cul-de-sac com-
munity would be an objective 
of our fire department and city 
council,” Wilkins said.
 The neighbors will collabo-
rate with officials to build a 

station “on property that does 
not devalue residents’ land and 
homes,” Wilkins said.
 At a meeting with residents, 
fire district Chief Dan Ghiorso 
“unveiled a plan” for a “large” 
fire station that would include 
a training tower and entrances 
to Woodside Road and Hacien-
das, according to a resident of 
30 Haciendas Drive. Haciendas 
is narrow, has no sidewalks 
and children use it to walk 
to school, and thus is “totally 

Residents voice concern about possible new fire station

Courtesy Menlo Park Fire Protection District

At commute times, which this fire district report defines as 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., by 
2016 three of the district’s eight response vehicles had fallen below response times of seven minutes elapsing 
between a call from dispatchers and arrival at a medical or fire call. The district’s goal was to respond to at 
least 90 percent of calls in under seven minutes.

Courtesy Menlo Park Fire Protection District

Only unincorporated  San Mateo County areas saw an increase in response times by the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District between 2014 and 2016, according to this 2017 fire district report.

See FIRE STATION, page 14
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Once in a Lifetime Views in Prime 
Central Portola Valley with Level 

Yard on 1.31 Acre

•   Elegant Living Room with Wall to Ceiling  
  Windows and Fireplace

•   Expansive Dining Room

•   Gourmet Eat In Kitchen

•   4 Spacious Bedrooms

•   4 Full Baths

•   Exquisite Master Suite

•   Lower Level Apartment with Bath and   
 Kitchenette with Separate Entrance

•   Umatched Setting with Stunning Views and  
  Level Yard

CalRE: #01198898

650.533.7373   |   keri@kerinicholas.com   |   kerinicholas.com
Top 49 Agents Nationwide  -  Wall Street Journal

NEW
 LISTING

150 Golden Oak Drive, Portola Valley 
Offered at $4,688,000

Never Follow the Market  LEAD IT
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Juliana Lee Education Foundation
OUR MISSION

The Juliana Lee Education Foundation was created to support local schools and believes education has the power to expand  

opportunities and transform lives. We hope to inspire others to get involved and support our communities.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP AND MAKE A DONATION
Please make checks payable to: Juliana Lee Foundation

Send to: Juliana Lee Foundation - 505 Hamilton Ave, Ste 100, Palo Alto, CA 94301
For more information please email: JulianaLeeFoundation@gmail.com

TOGETHER, WE PROSPER.

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

D
riving around Men-
lo Park, it seems as 
though Teslas and oth-

er electric vehicles are a dime a 
dozen. And the numbers bear 
this out: The International 
Council of Clean Transporta-
tion reports that 15 percent 
of all new vehicles registered 
in Menlo Park in 2016 were 
electric, placing Menlo Park 
fourth among California cities 
that year.
  But as the share of individu-
als and households with green 
vehicles rises, the city has to 
figure out how to make sure 
there are enough charging 
stations to go around, on both 
public and private lots. 
 One way to do this is to make 
installing infrastructure for 
electric vehicle (EV) charging 
a condition for new develop-
ments throughout the city. But 
just how many parking spots, 
and what infrastructure needs 
to be installed to be ready for a 
future with more electric cars, 

are questions the city’s Plan-
ning Commission grappled 
with at a June 4 meeting. 
 Ultimately, the commission 
voted to move forward with a 
complex framework for when 
to require developers to install 
EV charging systems and infra-
structure in new or renovated 
buildings throughout the city.
 The system would have two 
tiers of requirements, one for 
new buildings and one for 
renovated structures. Develop-
ers proposing to alter buildings 
would only have to add EV 
infrastructure for the amount 
of square footage they are 
working on, not necessarily the 
entire building.
  The policy would also be 
implemented in phases over 
three years, slowly increasing 
the percentage of parking spots 
that would need to be charging 
spots for electric vehicles.
  Building additions or alter-
ations between 10,000 and 
25,000 square feet would even-
tually need to have 5 percent of 
the overall parking dedicated 
to EV charging spots, while 

larger additions or alterations 
would have a requirement of 10 
percent.
 The policy also states that the 
chargers have to be universal 
for electric vehicles and can’t 
be proprietary — for instance, 
a developer can’t install Tesla-
only chargers. 
 The plan is to bring the 
proposed policy to the City 
Council at coming meetings in 
time to adopt a final policy in 
August. 
 Commissioner Henry Riggs 
pushed for flexibility in the 
kind of charging systems man-
dated. “There may be a shift to 
a system that hasn’t even been 
envisioned,” he said. “I don’t 
want to put something in 2018 
terms that would look like a 
goof in 2022.” 
 The discussion also yielded a 
tip for the parking-bereft: 
According to city staff, it’s a 
violation of city policy to park 
traditional gas-powered vehi-
cles in EV charging spots on 
city lots, but there are no such 
restrictions for private parking 
lots. A

Menlo Park ironing out how to get 
EV charging stations across city 

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

N
ancy Magee has pulled 
ahead of Gary Waddell 
for the first time since 

the initial Election Day results 
were posted, according to election 
results released on June 15.
 With 120,275 votes counted 
in the contest for the San Mateo 
County Office of Education 
superintendent post, Magee leads 
Waddell by 428 votes, or 50.23 
percent to 49.77 percent. Magee 
has 46,242 votes and Waddell has 
45,814. 
 Jim Irizarry of the Elections 
Office said more totals are to be 
released on Wednesday, June 20. 
At that point, Irizarry said, “we 
anticipate that most, if not all, of 
the ballots cast” will have been 
counted. If not, one more round 
of election results will be posted. 
 Voter turnout in the primary 
election appears to have been 
about 42 percent, Irizarry said.
 Waddell had led from the time 
the first vote totals were released 
at the close of Election Day, 
but each time more votes were 
counted the gap between the two 
candidates narrowed.

 Irizarry said the county does 
not have automatic recounts, no 
matter how close an election. He 
said the elections code states that 
within five days following the 
certification of the election (July 
5 for this election), any registered 
voter may file a written request for 
recount in any race. 
 A recount request must specify 
which candidate it is filed on 
behalf of and, in the case of a 
countywide office such as super-
intendent of schools, should be 
filed with the county elections 
office. The recount starts after 
notifying candidates and the pub-
lic, but no later than seven days 
following receipt of the request, 
and must continue on weekdays 
for not less than six hours each 
day until done, Irizarry said. 
 Any recount will be conducted 
in public by a special recount 
board of four county voters 
appointed by Mark Church, the 
county’s chief elections officer.
 The requester has to pay the 
expenses of a recount. But, if the 
candidate the recount was done 
on behalf of is elected, all the 
money is repaid, Irizarry said.
 Check almanacnews.com for 
updates. A

Magee leads in county 
superintendent race
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Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. 
However, neither seller nor listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or to purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation. 

MARY GULLIXSON
650.888.0860

mary@apr.com
CalRE# 00373961

BRENT GULLIXSON
650.888.4898
brent@gullixson.com
CalRE# 01329216

GULLIXSON.COM

Mary & Brent are ranked the  
#14 team in the nation in  

The Wall Street Journal report  
of the Top Residential  

Real Estate Professionals   
(published June 23, 2017).

1885 WHITE OAK DRIVE  |  MENLO PARK

Stunning designer home in premier neighborhood  |  Extensively remodeled in 2016-2017  |  5 bedrooms, 4 baths 
Approx. 4,117 sf   |  Lower-level recreation/media room and bedroom  |  Award winning landscape design by 

Shades of Green includes saltwater pool, Astro turf soccer area w/cooling gel grass and vegetable beds 
 Over one-quarter acre (~11,760 sf)  |  Excellent Menlo Park schools

Offered at $6,995,000         [ www.1885WhiteOak.com ]
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

I
t looks like they won’t be — to 
quote Joni Mitchell — paving 
paradise to put up a park-

ing lot, at least not next to the 
iconic red barn off Highway 84 
between Skyline Boulevard and 
La Honda. 
 After receiving public com-
ment from 37 of the 125 people 
at a public hearing in La Honda 
on June 12, the Midpeninsula 
Regional Open Space District 
governing board voted to step 
back from plans to install a 
driveway and parking lot next to 
the iconic red barn off Highway 
84 between Skyline Boulevard 
and La Honda. 
 More than 900 people also 
signed a petition protesting the 
plans. Petition organizers said 
532 of the signers were from 
nearby La Honda, San Grego-
rio, Pescadero and Loma Mar, 
a considerable percentage of 
the 1,898 residents of the area. 
Another 100 signers came from 
the Woodside or Skyline area, 
they said. 
 The red barn, which the dis-
trict says was built in 1892, is 

a prominent landmark from 
Highway 84 on the drive to the 
coast between Skyline Boule-
vard and La Honda. It has been 
a favorite subject of artists and 
photographers for decades. 
 After hearing their concerns 
about traffic and safety, but 
mostly about marring the iconic 
view, the open space board 
voted unanimously to consider 
other ways to improve access to 
its 6,100-acre La Honda Creek 
Open Space Preserve. 

A treasured view
 It was obvious that speakers 
treasure the view of the red barn. 
 Dana Pitchon, a 30-year local 
resident, said she is originally 
from Prague, where they “have 
lots of monuments. Here we 
have one,” she said. “Basically, 
the red barn is our monument,” 
she said. 
 Lilia Lopez, who lives near 
the site, compared the barn to 
one of the world’s most famous 
artworks. “You wouldn’t put a 
hat on the Mona Lisa; why would 
you put a driveway in front of the 
red barn?” she asked. 
 Linda Huntimer, who said 

she remembers the 1972 elec-
tion that formed the open 
space district, said the district 
had promised voters to pre-
serve open space for perpetuity. 
“This is supposed to be a pre-
serve. Can we please preserve 
it?” she asked. 
 “I love it because it’s beautiful,” 
she said of the barn. “I want it to 
stay that way.” 
 Jeff Croke said that as the Bay 
Area has changed, “I can’t tell 
you how many people come over 
here because it hasn’t.” 
 “Don’t change the red barn 
site,” he said. 
 When a consultant showed a 
digital simulation of what the 
barn would look like with a new 
driveway and parking lot, and 
said the impact could be lessened 
with tinted asphalt, new white 
three-board fencing and plant-
ings, there were groans. One 
audience member yelled out, 
“You guys must be kidding!” 

 “Your opinions do matter,” 
said director Larry Hassett, an 
18-year district board member 
and Skyline area resident who 
represents the La Honda area 
as well as Atherton, Menlo 
Park, Woodside and Portola 
Valley, and much of the rest of 

the Midpeninsula. 
 After spending a lot of time 
during recent weeks at the 
preserve, and a weekend hour 
counting cars and scores of 
vehicle transgressions from the 
pull-off in front of the red barn, 
“I’m in pretty much complete 
agreement with every person I’ve 
heard speak tonight,” Hassett 
said. 
 Yoriko Kishimoto, the director 
who represents Cupertino, Los 
Altos, Los Altos Hills, Palo Alto, 
Stanford and Sunnyvale, said 
the comments at the meeting are 
“the reason why we hold public 
hearings.” 
 However, she added, “I have to 
weigh the passionate comments 
of the neighbors with the needs 
of the 700,000 residents of the 
district.” 
 Director Curt Riffle, who rep-
resents Los Altos and Mountain 
View, said while he is a “flat-
lander,” not a mountain resident, 
“I love the red barn, too.” 
 While he represents “the other 
650,000 people who love this 
place” but don’t live nearby, Rif-
fle said he also appreciated that 
many of the speakers had lived 
in the area for decades. “I think 
there’s about 750 years of experi-
ence that spoke tonight,” he said. 
He supported going “back to the 
drawing board (to) take a look at 
some other options.” 
 The directors voted unani-
mously to step back from the 
plans for changing the red barn 
area and look for a new public 
access plan. Adding a park-
ing lot to the Driscoll Ranch 
event center and enlarging the 
existing parking lot off Sears 
Ranch Road were named as 
possibilities. 
 The directors also voted unan-
imously to form a committee of 
local residents and board mem-
bers that would work on the new 
access plan. 
 Director Cecily Harris, who 
represents El Granada, Half 
Moon Bay, Montara, Moss 

Beach, Redwood City, San Car-
los and Woodside, was not 
present.

 District representatives said 
their major goal was to provide 
access to more of the La Honda 
Creek Open Space Preserve, 
which was opened to the public 
in December. The preserve now 
has parking at Sears Ranch Road 
in La Honda and parking acces-
sible with a permit from the 
district on Allen Road, off upper 
Bear Gulch Road in Woodside. 
Equestrians with a permit can 
park at the Driscoll Ranch event 
center, off Highway 84 just west 
of La Honda. 
 The district’s acting general 
manager, Ana Montano Ruiz, 
said in a report to the board that 
she had two recommendations 
for the board to choose from: 
Either approve a conceptual 
design that had been refined after 
several previous public meetings 
that could go on to environmen-
tal review; or evaluate other park-
ing options that would allow the 
public to access the central part 
of the preserve and connect its 
upper and lower areas. 
 The conceptual design recom-
mended by district staff called 
for a new driveway, a total of 50 
parking spaces, a picnic area, 
restrooms, bus parking, a one-
mile wheelchair-accessible trail 
and trailheads leading to other 
parts of the preserve. A second 
phase of the plan showed 25 
more parking spots if the origi-
nal spots filled up. 
 Many of the speakers spoke of 
the danger they thought would 
be posed by a new driveway 
in the location planners said 
was the only place with suffi-
cient line of sight to meet state 
regulations. 
 “There’s almost no shoulder 
there,” said Robert White. “I 
have been passed by cars while 
being passed by motorcyclists (in 
that area),” he said. “I just don’t 
think an entrance there could be 
managed safely.” 
 Barbara Hooper, one of the 
main backers of the petition 
presented to the board, asked 
for more cooperation with the 
local community. “Work with 
the community to deliver on the 
master plan” the district has for 
the preserve, she said, including 
safe public access, protecting 
scenic views and protecting the 
rural character. 
 Patty Mayall, another nearby 
neighbor of the red barn, said 
she hadn’t been to earlier meet-
ings on the plans because “I 
trusted you to take care of this 
treasure.” 
 “I trusted you to take care of 
this, not to put a parking lot 
here,” she said. A

Open space district steps back from proposal for red barn site
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By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

I
t’s been 16 months since 
the Woodside Town Coun-
cil launched an initiative to 

revise its ethics code in the wake 
of a lengthy and costly investiga-
tion — as required by the current 
code — into alleged ethical lapses 
of an appointed volunteer on the 
town’s architectural review board.

On June 12, after hearing from 
representatives of a committee 
of residents formed to consider 
alternatives to inflexible lan-
guage and a punitive tone in the 
current code, the council leaned 
toward an “aspirational” code.

Based on an ethics code from 
the city of Santa Ana, the pro-
posed code for Woodside would 
replace legalistic language and 
not require investigations. The 
new code would be intended to 
inspire town government volun-
teers to behave ethically, and it 
would include an informal and 
flexible process for dealing with 
complaints. It would not apply to 
town employees.

Town Hall staff will be return-
ing with a resolution to formalize 
the consensus, along with an 
analysis of unintended conse-
quences of a code that leaves 
specific enforcement procedures 
to the mechanisms of state ethics 
laws.

Higher purpose
Resident Marilyn Voelke was 

one of 14 members of the ad hoc 
committee formed in spring 
2017. The group convened for 
three workshops in early 2018 
under the direction of a facilita-
tor from the Markkula Center 
for Applied Ethics at Santa Clara 
University. Members convened a 
fourth time on their own.

Their work product: two code 
options, one aspirational with an 
informal process for dealing with 
complaints, and a hybrid code 
that is aspirational in nature but 
includes a step-by-step complaint 
process.

“I have to tell you that I was 
extraordinarily impressed with 
every member of the committee,” 
said Voelke, who was represent-
ing advocates for the aspirational 
version of the code. “They all 
showed up with an open heart 
and open mind and wanting 
to do something good for the 
town,” she said. “They worked 
together. There was no argument 
and it really made me feel good.”

Of the 14 committee members, 
eight advocated for the four-page 
aspirational code and believe 
that it should “provide guidance 
and inspire public officials faced 
with ethical dilemmas,” Voelke 

said. “They want the new code 
to provide a positive approach, 
appealing to public officials’ 
sense of higher purpose (to) 
remind them that they are acting 
for the greater good.”

Mandatory enforcement provi-
sions might prove to be vague, 
expensive to implement, and may 
allow political rivals to “weapon-
ize the code, leading to ill will 
among the citizenry,” Voelke 
said. “We had some of that hap-
pen with our old legalistic code 
because it was difficult to apply.”

Of the 14 committee members, 
10 supported some kind of pro-
cess for dealing with complaints, 
their report said. The aspira-
tional code under consideration, 
including language credited 
to former mayor Dave Burow, 

assigns the town manager the 
role of mediator in handling 
complaints.

 For complaints that can-
not be resolved informally, the 
town manager can engage the 
town attorney, the mayor, the 
Town Council or an “appropriate 
enforcement authority.”

Voelke, who is a retired attor-
ney, noted the responsibilities 
that come with a formal enforce-
ment process, including acting 
as a quasi-judicial body. Most 
town government volunteers 
don’t have the education, talent 
or interest for that kind of work, 
she said, adding: “I don’t really 
think that’s something we should 
impose on you.”

“Actual courts have actual 
professionals who do that,” she 
said. “They have staff, they have 
clerks, they have attorneys, they 
have judges, they have a body 
of law and precedent they can 

follow. That’ll never happen 
here.”

Rules-based code
The alternative to the aspi-

rational option is eight pages 
long and based on Woodside’s 
current code, former mayor and 
retired attorney Ron Romines 
said. “I came down on the side of 
a hybrid code,” he said. “Essen-
tially it marries the aspirations of 
the Santa Ana code with what, in 

effect, are the duties stated in the 
existing Woodside code.”

He added that while he liked 
statements in the aspirational 
code, he found it lacking in guid-
ance for the day-to-day conduct 
of public officials when they get 
appointed or elected.

The hybrid version includes 
“a very detailed step-by-step 
procedure,” but it is informal, 
it does not expose the matter to 
the public, and it is a nonpunitive 
process, Romines said. While 
there is investigation and inquiry 
by local officials, “there are no 
hearings, no adjudication,” he 
said.

If a preliminary inquiry yields a 
finding, the town manager, town 
attorney or a council subcommit-
tee would handle a further inqui-
ry. When a council member is 
the accused, the mayor and town 

Council favors ethics code that addresses complaints informally

N E W S

EXPERIENCE THE
FULL SPECTRUM OF SOUND

4055 Campbell Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025
earlens.com

Introducing Earlens, 
the world’s only light-driven 
hearing technology.

Earlens delivers the broadest 
frequency range available for 
clear, natural sound.

Join us for an Open House 
Thursday, July 12th at 10am
Learn more about this revolutionary device and 
hear what Earlens could do for you.

Spaces are limited!

Call (650) 830-3616 to 
reserve your spot. 
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Earlens Hearing Technology

‘They all showed up 
with an open heart and 
open mind and wanting 
to do something good 

for the town.’
RESIDENT MARILYN VOELKE, SPEAKING 

OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS WHO 
WORKED ON THE ETHICS CODE 

OPTIONS

Woodside’s proposed code would replace  
one considered inflexible and punitive in tone

See ETHICS, page 14
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The Only Home Care Solution Offering an Innovative, 
Science-Based Approach to Aging 

Home Care Assistance has elevated the standard of care for older 
adults through our Balanced Care Method™, a holistic approach 
to care for older adults that promotes healthy mind, body and 
spirit and is based on the scientifically studied lifestyles of the 
longest-living people in the world.
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conveniently located in downtown 
Palo Alto off Alma.
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Home Care
Assistance

From our family to yours!
650-416-1571
148 Hawthorne Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301
HomeCareAssistance.com/Palo-Alto

Serving happy clients across Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Atherton, Woodside, Portola Valley and more!

unsuitable for a development of 
this nature,” the resident said.

Shaw said the town is respon-
sible only for permitting and 
zoning, and that in his under-
standing, this fire station is 
currently just a concept. The fire 
district “was primarily interest-
ed in the opinion of the neigh-
borhood” before going further, 
he said.

Chief Ghiorso told The 

Almanac in an earlier interview 
that neighborhood opinion was 
one of four unanswered ques-
tions about the project, the others 
being whether the property has 
easements; whether the proper-
ty’s geological and topographical 
conditions would accommodate 
a fire station; and the results of 
traffic and noise studies.

Bill Ross, a Palo Alto attorney 
speaking on behalf of the resi-
dents, noted that three years had 
passed without the neighbors 
being informed. He told the 

council that he’s submitted a 
public records request to Town 
Hall and to the fire district for 
all records associated with this 
initiative.

“We’re looking forward to 
(seeing) what documents actu-
ally exist, what conversations 
took place, what phone records 
are applicable,” Ross said. A 
three-year-old tentative plan for 
a fire station like this one, with 
its large parking lot, “shouldn’t 
suddenly surface three years 
later,” he said. A

FIRE STATION
continued from page 8

drivers on Canada is blocked by a 
rise in the elevation of the road, he 
said, adding that they need to be 
warned that a crosswalk is ahead 
and that it may be occupied.

Melissa Zdrodowski told the 
council that she listens for sirens 
if her children are more than 
two minutes late in arriving 
home from school. She report-
ed seeing close calls between 
pedestrians and vehicles when 
she walks to school with them. 
And on weekends, “people are 
zipping through” the crosswalk 
at Albion and Woodside, she 
said. “People roll through there 
all, all, all the time.”

“The town has been trying 

to solve this problem for a long 
time,” said Sten Mawson of 
Romero Road. “I think if horses 
had to go to school, we would 
have solved it.” Every child living 
within a mile of school should be 
able to walk there, he said.

Steve Lubin of Palm Circle 
spoke of a fundamental prob-
lem. “I don’t think the town has 
taken kids walking to school 
very seriously,” he said. “I don’t 
think the designs we have for 
Woodside Road or Canada 
Road make it look like we’re 
serious about kids being there. It 
makes it look like (the children) 
are allowed the leftover spaces 
after the cars are through, (that 
the roadways) predominantly 
accommodate cars.”

Councilwoman Deborah 

Gordon called for “a multi-
pronged approach” in dealing 
the the problem. What can be 
done “that will cause people to 
behave differently?” she asked. 
There are values embedded in 
traffic rerouting software, such 

as speed, that are not aligned 
with values the community 
would embrace, she said.

As for Waze, she said that the 
company may need a setting that 

does not route traffic on streets 
where there are schoolchildren. 
“Somebody has to want to make 
that a value,” she added.

“We can’t be so arrogant as to 
say that none of us have done 
this bad behavior,” Gordon said, 

noting that she herself has seen 
parents driving in bike lanes. “Be 
mindful of what we’re doing and 
keep our kids and our grandkids 
safe,” she said. She added that 

people should be contacting the 
state Department of Transporta-
tion, which has jurisdiction over 
Woodside Road. “Make your 
voice heard,” she said.

Councilman Dave Tanner 
noted that Canada Road could 
accommodate more stop signs. 
“If you inconvenience them, 
they won’t come,” he said, add-
ing that it also might inconve-
nience those who live there.

In a discussion later in the 
meeting on the budget for the 
fiscal year that begins July 1, the 
council requested an amend-
ment allocating about $300,000 
per year for the next several 
years to hire a second full-time 
motorcycle officer for Wood-
side’s exclusive use in traffic 
patrol. A

TRAFFIC
continued from page 5

‘On weekdays, it’s the Wazers who zoom 
through Albion. They’re on Albion because 

I-280’s jammed shut, Cañada’s jammed shut and 
now they’ve really got to make up for lost time.

RESIDENT JOEL HORNSTEIN

manager, or the town attorney at 
the discretion of the mayor would 
handle it, he said. “The thrust is 
to try to find an informal resolu-
tion without going any further,” 
Romines said. 

Conflicts?
 The committee made several 
general statements as to ethical 
conduct for elected or appointed 
officials who do business with the 

town, including the following:
  That they should not be pre-
cluded from serving the town in 
an elected or appointed public 
capacity.
  That recusal for council 
members who do business with 
the town was unnecessary when 
considering appointments of 
officials who may rule on their 
businesses.
  That they should disclose 
potential impacts on their cur-
rent or pending clients of a policy 
under discussion. A

ETHICS
continued from page 13
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 Event sponsor: 

Parade
11:45 am start time
Meet at Santa Cruz Ave.  
and Chestnut St.

Celebration and Activities 
Noon–2:30 pm 
Burgess Park 
Alma St. and Burgess Dr.

4TH OF JULY
PARADE AND 
CELEBRATION

Creating a sense of community

Come dressed in red, white and blue! Decorate your 
bike or wagon and participate in this fun-filled people 
parade to Burgess Park!

Music provided by:

PARADE

Enjoy our annual celebration with live music, carnival 
games, jump houses, rock walls, crafts, face painting, 
tot lot, putt putt golf, disco dome, food and more!

CELEBRATION

WRISTBAND
An $8 event wristband is required for some activities. 
Avoid the lines and buy in advance until June 30 
at the Arrillaga Family Gymnasium, 600 Alma St., 
Monday−Friday, 7:00 am−5:00 pm.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
• menlopark.org/4thofjuly
• facebook.com/menloparkevents
• 650-330-2220

N E W S

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Atherton City Council 
was supposed to be award-
ing the bid for its new 

civic center at its Wednesday, June 
20, meeting and had tentatively 
scheduled a groundbreaking cer-
emony for a week later. 

Instead, council members will 
be trying to figure out what to 
do next after finding out on June 
5 that the low bid to build new 
quarters for the town’s library, 
administration, planning and 

building and police departments 
was 40 percent — nearly $16 
million — over the $40.5 million 
estimate. 

The meeting begins at 7 p.m. in 
the town’s council chambers at 94 
Ashfield Road. 

The thriving local economy 
and the superheated construction 
business probably have something 
to do with it, but the town had 
tried to make sure it was keep-
ing up with the latest construc-
tion costs by looking at detailed 
monthly projections from Mack5, 

the consultants who were hired to 
manage the project and provide 
cost estimates. 

The town’s low bid, from C. 
Overaa & Co., was $56.4 million. 
The second bid, from Hensel 
Phelps, was $68.2 million, or 
nearly 70 percent more than the 
estimates. 

The town had originally pre-
qualified five contractors to bid 
on the project, but three dropped 
out without bidding because they 
are so busy. 

Marty Hanneman, the 

consultant managing Atherton’s 
civic center project, has given the 
council five options for how to 
proceed, but recommended only 
one of them. 

Hanneman recommends the 
town reject both bids and rede-
sign the civic center project to cut 
its cost. 

The recommendation is to look 
closely at the two bids that were 
received, and at any suggestions 
made by the contractors about 
money-saving options, and revise 
the existing plans to make the 
project small enough so the town 
could afford it in the current con-
struction market. 

The town could also decide 
to structure the bids so that it 
could choose to build only one 
part of the project, either the 
library or the administration/
police building. In such a case, 
it is almost certain the library 
would be built first since the 
town has most of the funding in 
hand to pay for it. 

The report says the goal would 
be to send the revised plans out for 
bid in December. By then, the 
council could have a different 
makeup, as the terms of three 
members — Bill Widmer, Rick 
DeGolia and Mike Lempres — 
end in November. A

What’s next for Atherton’s civic center?
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SELLING YOUR SILICON 
VALLEY HOME?
FIRST, MEET WITH MICHAEL REPKA 
OF THE DELEON REALTY TEAM

At DeLeon Realty, Michael Repka heads a team committed exclusively to 
assisting homeowners through the home selling process.
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Michael Repka, Esq.
CEO & General Counsel

 650.900.7000

 michael@deleonrealty.com

 www.deleonrealty.com

 CalBRE #01854880
CA Bar #255996

NY Bar #2986107

®

You get all of this, plus Michael Repka’s personal attention every step of 
the way. Experience the DeLeon Difference.

Interior designer to create the 
right look & feel

Licensed contractor to  
oversee work

Paid property & pest 
inspections

Complimentary staging

Professional quality 
photography & narrated video

International marketing 

Custom website w/ 3D tours

Paid targeted online ads

Bound 12 or 32 page high-
end brochures & full page 
ads in local papers

Attorney counsel throughout 
disclosure process, 
negotiatons, & escrow

Waive 100% of buyer-side 
commission if any in-house 
agent represents the buyer
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For nine years, the Atherton resi-
dent has directed Windrider Film 
Forum Bay Area, three days of show 
and tell that’s billed as: “Indepen-
dent films. Compelling conversations. 
Unexpected journeys.” 

Once again the event is taking place 
at the Menlo-Atherton Performing 
Arts Center, with different films 
showing each night at 7 p.m. on June 
28, 29 and 30. 

The former licensed financial plan-
ner and investment adviser now finds 
herself working the film festival cir-
cuit with colleagues to curate a collec-
tion of award-winning selections with 
a slant.

“We’re looking for something, big 
important issues ... through what I call 
the lens of hope,” 
she said in a recent 
interview with 
The Almanac.

Last January the 
search took her to 
the Sundance Film 
Festival in Utah, 
where she screened 
17 films in a week, 
observed the audi-
ences’ reactions, 
and then interac-
tions during the 
q u e s t i o n - a n d -
answer periods 
with filmmakers 
and stars after the 
showings.

That festival is 
where she scouted out the film that 
will close Windrider Film Forum Bay 
Area on Saturday, June 30. “Inventing 
Tomorrow” is a documentary about 
high school students from 75 coun-
tries competing in a science fair.

The film profiles two Mexican boys 
who invented a paint that absorbs air 
pollution, and a soon-to-be Stanford 
student who studied a contaminated 
water source in India. Windrider Bay 
Area is paying for them and director 
Laura Nix to travel here and speak 
at the end of the showing. The non-
profit also covers food expenses, but 
usually places the guests in private 
homes for the long weekend. 

Windrider Bay Area will open 
Thursday, June 28, with “Skid Row 
Marathon,” this year’s winner of the 
Audience Award for Best Documen-
tary at the Palm Springs International 
Film Festival.

“It’s about the homeless, drug addic-
tion, unwed mothers, ex-incarcerated, 

and living on Skid 
Row,” Bullock 
explained. 
  In the film, a 
criminal court 
judge starts a run-
ning club with a 
group of down-
and-out people 
living in Los 
Angeles. He agrees 
to train them to 
run marathons 
internationally if 
they promise to 
stay clean, sober, 
and crime-free.

“The transfor-
mation is amaz-
ing” once dignity 

is restored and runners start rebuild-
ing their lives, Bullock said. 

The inspirational storyline is one 
reason she chose the film. She wants 
to build on that message when film-
makers, the judge and a runner take 

the stage after the showing, and then 
again when the audience spills out 
into the lobby.

 At the end of the evening represen-
tatives from various nonprofits such 
as Habitat for Humanity and Children 
and Family Services will be on hand 
to educate people on what local help 
is available to those struggling with 
similar issues.

Bullock said that when she is shop-
ping for films her “filter is more 
humanitarian.” 

She described the demographics of 
her audience as “pretty mixed — a 
population that is really intelligent, 
very educated, cares about things, 
and is willing to have a conversation, 
discourse about things.”

“It’s so wonderful to be part of this 
when so much of the country is so 
polarized,” she added.

Bullock went to the University of the 
Pacific before earning an MBA from 
UCLA’s Anderson School of Manage-
ment, where she still volunteers. She is 
also involved in the Parents of Alumni 
Committee at Menlo School, sponsors 
Music@Menlo, and has served on the 
board of the Menlo Park-Atherton 
Education Foundation.

Before Windrider, she worked for 

Wells Fargo and Chase Manhattan 
banks, and The Savant Investment 
Group. She currently serves on the 
advisory board for Savant and the 
Brehm Center for the Arts at Fuller 
Theological Seminary.

The Bay Area film forum she 
directs is part of Windrider Institute, 
a nonprofit based in Idaho that was 
co-founded by brothers Ed and John 
Priddy, both entrepreneurs and film 
producers.

 In 2004 they aligned with Will 
Stoller-Lee, director of Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary’s Colorado campus, 
and launched the Windrider Forum at 
Sundance. That forum provides work-
shops for about 150 film and seminary 
students from a dozen different places 
so they can mingle with filmmakers 
attending the larger festival.

Bullock first got involved with the 
annual film project when a friend 
invited her to attend the Windrider 

‘It’s so wonderful 
to be part of this 
when so much of 

the country is  
so polarized.’
— TERRI BULLOCK —

Atherton resident seeks provocative, 
inspirational films for Windrider festival

By Kate Daly Special to the Almanac

Photos by Natalia Nazarova

Movies that move. That’s basically what Terri 

Bullock is seeking when she travels all over the 

country to sit down in darkened theaters and 

spend hours upon hours watching — appealing films that 

will entertain and provoke positive thoughts in a growing 

audience back home. 

Terri Bullock manages the Windrider 
Film Forum Bay Area program from her 
home office in Atherton.

Continued on next page
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Forum at Sundance. After-
wards, her friend wanted to 
start up a program in the 
Bay Area, but got sick, and 
Bullock ended up co-chair-
ing the event. She jokingly 
refers to Windrider as her 
“accidental career.” 

Now as sole director, 
Bullock manages the pro-
gram out of her home 
office, maintaining a stash 
of Windrider posters, 
T-shirts, water bottles and 
tote bags down in her 
basement. She relies on a 
team of mostly volunteers 
that includes her daugh-
ter Christina in market-
ing. Her daughter-in-law 
was involved as well up 
until a few weeks ago, 
when she gave birth to 
the first grandchild in 
the family. 
  Bullock’s work over-
laps with her personal 
life in other ways as 
well. She found herself 
particularly affected by 
one film, “Alive Inside: 
A story of Music and 
Memory,” at Sundance. 
She brought the mov-
ie to Windrider Bay 
Area in 2014, and also 
discovered her own 

takeaway when she visited her 
sister in the hospital one day.

Delia had early onset Alzheim-
er’s, and had been nonverbal 
for years. Taking a cue from the 
movie, Bullock used her smart 
phone to play the Supremes’ hit, “I 
Hear a Symphony,” and her sister 
began singing and gesticulating. 
Bullock then made her sister a 
playlist of songs from their past, 
and said sharing music together 
“changed her life.” 

Life-changing is a common 
theme in many Windrider films. 
Take for example “Refugee,” one 
of three short films being shown 
on the middle night of the forum, 
on Friday, June 29. The story 
revolves around a mother of five 
who left West Africa to come to 
the U.S. in hopes of securing a 
better future. 

Joyce Chen co-directed and co-
produced the award-winning film 
before taking a job at Facebook. 
Chen will be part of the panel of 
filmmakers appearing at Win-
drider after the three screenings 
that evening.

Tickets are $15 for adults and 
$10 for students. Ticket sales 
cover less than 20 percent of costs. 
Corporate sponsors, individual 
donors and partners make up the 
rest.

This year for the first time, a 

major distributor, Focus Features, 
agreed to prerelease a movie at 
a public theater so Windrider 
fans could attend for free. Last 
month’s Redwood City showing 
of “Won’t You Be my Neighbor?” 
was so popular it had a wait list.

Another partner, Stanford Park 
Hotel, is offering free desserts on 
opening night to attendees who 
participate in organized group 
parties Windrider has dubbed 
“soirees.” Hosts are asked to pre-
register their parties online, and 
have the option of donating $50 
to obtain reserved seating at the 
Menlo-Atherton Performing Arts 
Center at 555 Middlefield Road in 
Atherton.

Go to windriderbayarea.org for 
more information about the 
forum and to buy tickets. Depend-
ing on demand, some tickets may 
be available at the door. The ven-
ue seats 492. Last year, the open-
ing night audience filled almost 
85 percent of the seats, and clos-
ing night sold out. A

17 Tuscaloosa Ave, Atherton
Rare Luxury Lifestyle Opportunity with Incredible Rebuilt Potential

Lot size 64,033 Sq. Ft to build 11,525.9 Sq. Ft living space (confirm with city)

Listed for 7,000,000  |  4 bedrooms  |  3 bathrooms

Juliana Lee
MBA/LL.B  

Certified Residential Specialist

(650) 857-1000
homes@julianalee.com

 Open  Sat. & Sun. 1:30–4:30 

    Special Event: Free Ice Cream

#1 Agent in over 105,000 
Keller Williams Realty agents*

Over 1,000 homes sold in Santa Clara 
and San Mateo Counties

Experienced with 30 Silicon Valley cities
*2014 BRE# 00851314 

julianalee.com
李文房地產做的最好DRE# 00851314

On the cover: Terri 
Bullock’s Atherton home 
does double-duty as the 
Windrider Film Forum Bay 
Area office.

Continued from previous page 

This poster highlights the films in this year’s Windrider 
film festival at Menlo-Atherton Performing Arts Center.
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By John Orr 

J
oe Gilford’s script for “Finks,” 
his slightly fictionalized story 
of what his parents (comics 

and activists Jack Gilford and 
Madeline Lee Gilford) experi-
enced during the Hollywood 
blacklistings of the 1950s, does 
a clever thing. Rather than just 
subject his audience to the grim 
history of how the communist-
and-deviant-hunting House Un-
American Activities Committee 
ruined hundreds of entertain-
ment careers, Gilford shows us the 
entertainment.

So, TheatreWorks Silicon Val-
ley audiences get to hear some 
jokes from Mickey Dobbs (Jim 
Stanek), who is loosely based on 
Jack Gilford, and see him do a 
hilarious pantomime of a the-
ater-goer bothered by a buzzing 
insect, based on a bit that Gilford 
actually did. And they get to see 
some lovely dancing (choreo-
graphed by Dottie Lester-White) 
from Leo Ash Evens. Evens plays 
Bobby Gerard, who is based on 
Jerome Robbins. 

“Finks” opens on Andrea 
Bechert’s handsome, huge set 
with the dais of HUAC in the 
center, a modest recreation of the 
club Café Society in New York at 
audience left and another space 
at audience right that is used 
later. 

We hear the HUAC sergeant at 
arms call a hearing to order, and 
Robert Sicular, as Rep. Walter, 
begins his political babble, just 
as comic Mickey is starting his 
routine at Café Society. 
Mickey does a very good Jimmy 
Durante imitation, and Walter 
starts interrogating such “finks” 
as Elia Kazan, Budd Schulberg 
and Martin Berkeley.

The show’s only woman, Donna 

Vivino, is a force of nature as per-
former/organizer Natalie Meltzer, 
who sets out to win Mickey’s love. 
“I’m laying out lines like railroad 
tracks!” she says. “Connect the 
dots!”

Mickey and all their entertainer 
friends are worried about being 
caught up in the Red Scare, and 
they have reason to be. If their 
names appear in the magazine 
Red Channels or in a bad way in 
Walter Winchell’s column, club 
owners may cut their contracts 
and advertisers might start boy-
cotting their TV shows. 

Bobby has two issues: He did 
attend some meetings of leftist 
performers and he’s gay, which in 
the 1950s was very dangerous. 

Natalie, who has been Bobby’s 
“beard” and sometimes his lover, 
tries to buck him up. Evens has a 
grim role to play, because while 
Bobby staves off HUAC for a 
while, when he’s blackmailed for 
his homosexuality, he’s forced to 
start naming names, including 
Mickey and Natalie’s. 

Mickey is kind of a fraidy cat in 
this show, who has to be coerced 
by Natalie not only into loving 
her, but performing at meetings 
of left-leaning actors and other-
wise speaking up and fighting the 
good fight. 

In real life, Gilford explained, 
both his parents were firmly 
committed to causes such as civil 
rights.

“Mickey’s conflict about what 
he would actually do in the end 
is about the furthest I went to fic-
tionalize for dramatic purposes,” 
Joe Gilford said in a program 
feature by Syche Phillips. “In real 
life, there was never any doubt as 
to my father’s intentions.”

But Mickey’s fears and doubts 
work beautifully in this play, such 
as when he is heartbroken when 
a blacklisted friend dies, and for 
what he does when he is finally 
dragged before HUAC. 

Most of the eight actors in this 
production are very well known 
from San Francisco Bay Area 
stages. Richard Frederick, who 
does a great Lee J. Cobb impres-
sion, has been in a number of 
TheatreWorks shows, including 
“Emma.” Gabriel Marin, who is 
very moving as actor and art-
ist Fred Lang, was in “Superior 
Donuts” at TheatreWorks. Robert 
Sicular, who moves from celebrity 
sycophant to attack dog as Rep. 
Walter, has stood out on every 
major local stage.

Despite the script calling for a 
black character, there appear to 

be no African-American people 
in this show. Café Society was the 
first really integrated club in New 
York. Jack Gilford actually shared 
a dressing room there with Billie 
Holiday. He dated Lena Horne. 
To not have a black actor seems a 
shocking omission. 

Cathleen Edwards nicely evokes 
the 1950s with her costume 
design. Steven B. Mannshardt 
does his usual excellent work 
with lighting design, no small 

P E O P L E  A N D  P E R F O R M A N C E S  I N  A RT S  A N D  E N T E RTA I N M E N T

Artscene

John Paul Johns former CFO of the City of Atherton passed 

away at his home in Davis, California on Saturday June 2, 

2018. John Paul (“Johnny”) Johns was born on the 21st  of 

July 1959 to David Melville Johns and Helen Josephine Johns 

in Redwood City, California. He is survived by his wife Sally 

Ann, his son Stephen and his daughter, CeCe, his big sister 

Cyndi Crechriou his twin brother, The Reverend Joseph F. 

Johns, his younger brother Richard M. Johns and his older 

brothers, T. Christopher Johns, Esq., and James S. Johns. 

John was preceded in death by his mother and father, Helen 

J. Johns and David M. Johns, his oldest brother D. Michael 

Johns, his sister Mary Jo Johns, his brothers Terrance G. 

Johns and Ronald R. Johns, Sr.

John was a proud former U.S. Marine (1978-82) who 

served onboard the USS Thomaston and was awarded the 

Humanitarian Service Medal for his role in the rescue of 77 

Vietnamese refugees in the South China Sea in April 1981. 

He was a graduate of the University of California at Berkeley 

and received his MBA from the University of Santa Clara 

and was a Certified Public Accountant. John was honoured 

by the City of Atherton with admission into the Order of 

Merit in 2004. In 2010 the City of Atherton honoured him 

again with a special commendation to acknowledge his 

extraordinary contribution to the City as its Chief Financial 

Officer. 

A Memorial Mass was celebrated for “Johnny” on the 

16th of June at The Church of the Nativity, 210 Oak Grove 

Ave, Menlo Park, CA. Internment took place immediately 

following the Memorial Mass at Holy Cross Cemetery, 1100 

Santa Cruz Ave, Menlo Park, CA. 

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

John Paul Johns
July 21, 1959 – June 2, 2018

The local girls choir iSing 
Silicon Valley has won the grand 
prize at the eighth Internation-
al Robert Schumann Choral 
Competition. 

The contest, which takes place 
in Germany, is held every four 
years, and this year involved 17 
choirs from 11 nations. 

iSing won first prize in both the 
Chamber Choirs of Equal Voices 
and Sacred Choral A Cappella 
categories, and ultimately claimed 
the competition’s grand prize.

“Now we know that Silicon 

Valley isn’t just about Facebook,” 
competition founder Ralf Eisen-
beiss said, after iSing’s victory. 

Now in its fifth season, iSing 
Silicon Valley trains 250 local 
young female singers in musi-
cianship as well as community 
involvement and leadership. The 
group is based in Palo Alto’s First 
Baptist Church.

iSing also recently won Chorus 
America’s 2018 Dale Warland 
Singers Commission Award for 
a work to be written by Gram-
my-nominated composer Adam 

Schoenberg, setting excerpts 
from Holocaust survivor Elie 
Wiesel’s memoir, “Night.” As 
part of its current European tour, 
iSing visited the Terezin Concen-
tration Camp, to deepen mem-
bers’ understanding of the new 
work, which will be premiered in 
spring 2019, according to a press 
release.

iSing will also offer a joint con-
cert with Prazska Kantilena in 
Prague, and will perform at the 
Kaasgrabenkirche in Vienna.

—Karla Kane, Palo Alto Weekly

Local girls choir wins international prize

 REVIEW

Kevin Berne

Donna Vivino and Leo Ash Evens are part of the cast of 
TheatreWorks’ “Finks.”

What: “Finks.”
Where: Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts,  
500 Castro St.
When: Through July 1 
(see online for complete 
performance schedule).
Cost: $40-$100 (discounts 
available).
Info: theatreworks.org/201718 
-season/201718-season/finks/.

 INFORMATION

‘Finks’ sheds light on dark Hollywood history

achievement, with three main 
areas of the stage to light for dif-
ferent purposes. Sound designer 
Jake Rodriguez handily pro-
vides the sounds of unseen court 
reporters, TV soundtracks and 
ringing phone. 

The one odd thing was a loud 
crackling sound and strange 
flashing lights. I had to hear and 
see that four times before I under-
stood it was supposed to be pho-
tojournalists with old-fashioned 
flash bulbs. At first I thought a 
spotlight was shorting out. 

Giovanna Sardelli, who direct-
ed the New York premiere of this 
play in 2013, also directed this 
production, the California pre-
miere. In her notes for the pro-
gram, she wrote, “In 2013, I felt 
pretty confident that America 
had recovered its sense of decen-
cy — that history wouldn’t 
repeat itself. In 2018, I’m fright-
ened that I no longer feel that 
way. ‘Finks’ reminds us of what 
is at stake and how ordinary 
people must stand for decency. It 
provides us guidance for these 
uncertain times, when perform-
ers like Jack Gilford fought to do 
what they did best: keep us 
laughing.” A
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A R T S C E N E

By Yoshi Kato

S
ummertime is golden for live jazz on 
the Peninsula. 
  The 28-year-old Sunday jazz series 

at Filoli Historic House & Garden in 
Woodside kicked off with a concert by 
pianist Justin Kauflin on June 17, but 
more music is on the way, with five more 
dates through September 16.

Next on the roster is Jazz Mafia with 
a July 7 program, “Miles & Mingus 
Re-envisiones.”

Pianist Josh Nelson and his quintet 
make music at Filoli on July 22. 

On Aug. 5, the Henry Solomon Quartet, 
featuring Roy McCurdy, perform; on Aug. 
19 Tuck & Patti provide the music; and on 
Sept. 16, the Pacific Mambo Orchestra 
closes the series.

Portola Vineyards
Portola Vineyards in Portola Valley also 

has a Sunday summer series that presents 
five shows between June 24 and Aug. 19. 
These feature the likes of the San Diego-
based pianist Danny Green and his trio 
with strings, and local favorite Charged 
Particles, who close out the run in late 
August with an Eastside College Prepara-
tory School benefit performance. 

In between, there’s Pamela Rose on 
July 15; Lunar Octet on July 29; and pia-
nist Larry Vuckovich and his Jazz/Latin 
Quartet on Aug. 5.

Concerts begin at 6 p.m.

Stanford Jazz Festival
The dean of summer jazz is the Stanford 

Jazz Festival, which is in its 37th year and 
offers 31 concerts between June 22 and 
Aug. 4. 

As has been the case in recent years, 
the Stanford Jazz Festival and Workshop 
features concerts at the front and back end 
of its season at Bing Concert Hall. 

On June 23, Berkeley resident Joshua 
Redman leads a rare date with his veteran 
quartet that features pianist Aaron Gold-
berg, double bassist Reuben Rogers and 
drummer Gregory Hutchinson. 

The festival closes on Aug. 4 with 
Spanish trumpeter and vocalist Andrea 
Motis’ quintet, playing first with trom-
bonist Wycliffe Gordon as a special guest 
and then with the SJW 50/50 Orchestra, 
directed by Joan Chamorro. 

Motis made her regional debut at last 
year’s festival, and the fledgling SJW 
50/50 Orchestra is a group made up of 
women and men in equal numbers.

Stanford Shopping Center 
Summer Jazz Series

Presented by SFJAZZ in the courtyard 
between Crate & Barrel and Nordstrom, 
the free Stanford Shopping Jazz Series is 
in its 32nd year. It starts on June 21 and is 
held on consecutive Thursdays at 6 p.m. 
through Aug. 23.

Faculty from Stanford Jazz Workshop 
will make the short trek from campus on 
June 28. Saxophonists Kristen Strom and 
Andrew Speight, trumpeter Erik Jekab-
son, pianist Ben Stolorow, bassist John 
Wiitala and drummer Hamir Atwal make 
up the top-notch Faculty All-Stars sextet. 

The outdoor setting and nearby food 
and drink shops at Stanford Shopping 
Center make for a casual yet musically 
substantial evening. And as with the other 
series, parking is free. A

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

V
eteran art collector and 
curator Marcela del 
Alcazar has put a halt to 

her retirement to launch a new 
art gallery, Marcela’s Village, in 
downtown Menlo Park. 

The shop, which opened 
earlier this month at 883 Santa 
Cruz Ave., is Menlo Park’s 
fifth art gallery on Santa Cruz 
Avenue. But del Alcazar says 
her gallery will be different 
from other offerings in town 
because of its emphasis on Latin 
American art. 

Del Alcazar, a Woodside resi-
dent, says she’s no stranger to 
the world of art. She is originally 
from Arequipa, Peru, and lived 
in Spain for about five years 

before moving to the U.S. In her 
hometown in Arequipa, she says, 
she had many friends who were 
artists, poets and musicians. 

“Growing up in that environ-
ment gives you a lot of apprecia-
tion for art,” she says. 

She has also taken art classes 
in media including oil and acryl-
ic painting and ceramics, which 
she credits for teaching her how 
to appreciate art more fully.  
“Over the years, I’ve learned how 
to select and appreciate it,” she 
says. “ I have an eye for it.” 

In the early 2000s, Del Alca-
zar ran International Village 
Gallery on Larkin Street in San 
Francisco, until rent increases 
made the operation untenable. 
In five years, she says, rent 
increased about 40 percent. 

She has also curated exhibits, 

including at the Peruvian con-
sulate in San Francisco. 

She initially opened the gal-
lery in April of this year in Red-
wood City, with plans to find a 
more permanent location. 

Her gallery features work by 
Latin American artists from 
different countries, including 
Mexico and Peru. Part of her 
motivation in showcasing Latin 
American art is to combat nega-
tive stereotypes that some might 
hold about immigrants or Latin 
Americans, she says. 

She’s got a lineup of artists 
she’s known for 15 or 20 years, 
she says, many of whom she 
worked with at her old gallery. 
But she’s also open to working 
with new artists. For instance, 
she is currently exhibiting work 
by Fernando Escartiz Ortiz, a 

Redwood City-based sculptor. 
Del Alcazar plans to change 

the gallery’s exhibitions about 
once a month. 

“It’s a lot of work, but I’m 
happy,” she said. 

Go to marcelasvillage.com or 
email risamard@gmail.com for 
more information.

The gallery is open Tuesday 
through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m., or by appointment. A

Latin American art gallery opens 
its doors in downtown Menlo Park

Photo by Robert Most

Marcela del Alcazar poses at her new art gallery at 883 Santa 
Cruz Ave. in downtown Menlo Park. The gallery, Marcela’s Village, 
showcases the work of Latin American artists. 

Summer Jazz Events
What: Filoli’s 2018 Summer Jazz Series.
Where: Filoli Historic House & Garden, 
86 Cañada Road, Woodside.
When: June 17, July 8, July 22, Aug. 5, 
Aug. 19, Sept. 16; 1:30 p.m.
Cost: $75/$65 for Filoli members or 
series pass for $425/$365 for Filoli 
members.
Info: Go to filoli.org/jazz.

What: Stanford Shopping Center 32nd 
Annual Summer Jazz Series.
Where: Stanford Shopping Center, 660 
Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto.
When: Thursdays, June 21-August 23; 
6 p.m.
Cost: Free.
Info: Go to  sfjazz.org/stanford/.

What: Stanford Jazz Festival 2018.
Where: Various venues on the Stanford 
University campus.
When: June 22 through Aug. 4.
Cost: $8-$98
Info: Go to stanfordjazz.org/
stanford-jazz-festival-2018.

What: 2018 Portola Vineyards Summer 
Jazz.
Where: Portola Vineyards, 850 Los 
Trancos Road, Portola Valley.
When: various Sundays, June 
24-August 19; 6 p.m.
Cost: $12-$50.
Info: Go to portolavineyards.com/phone/
summer-jazz.html. 

Local concert season heats up

Photo by Carlos Pericas 

Andrea Motis will perform in this year’s Stanford Jazz Festival. 
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Theater
 With music and lyrics by 

Stephen Schwartz and a book by Roger O. 
Hirson, ‘Pippin’ is a musical about a young 
prince in search of the secret to true happi-
ness and fulfillment. June 20, 8 p.m. $20-38. 
Bus Barn Theatre, 97 Hillview Ave, Los Altos. 
losaltosstage.org/pippin

 Palo Alto Players 
Presents: “The Man Who Came to Dinner,” a 
comedy about hospitality and hijinks. Through 
July 1, times vary. Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. paplayers.org/
on-stage-now

 TheatreWorks Silicon Valley presents 
the California Premiere of “FINKS,” a comic 
drama based on the true story of comedian/
actor Jack Gilford. Through July 1, times vary. 
$40-$100. Mountain View Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 500 Castro St., Mountain View. 
theatreworks.org/201718-season

Concerts 
 

Stanford Jazz Workshop founder and artistic 
director Jim Nadel and other jazz musicians 
will perform at the Campbell Recital Hall. 
Nadel will demonstrate and explain when the 
band is improvising and when they are not. 
June 22, 8 p.m. $8-$24. Campbell Recital Hall, 
541 Lausen Mall, Stanford. Search events.
stanford.edu for more info.

 
The Portola Valley Summer Concert Series will 
feature a variety of musicians. The first instal-
lation of the series will present “Wobbly World 
Music” with Freddy Clarke, a 10-piece jazz, 

afro-cuban, funk, world music band. June 21, 
6 p.m. Portola Valley Town Center, 765 Portola 
Road, Portola Valley. 

 Stanford Shopping Center invites the 
community to enjoy 10 weeks of rhythm and 
blues as Summer Jazz celebrates its 32nd 
anniversary. The series showcases a variety of 
jazz musicians and local favorites every week 
in the courtyard between Nordstrom and 
Crate & Barrel at Stanford Shopping Center. 
Thursdays between June 21 and August 23, 
6-7:30 p.m. Free. Stanford Shopping Center, 
660 Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto. 

 Summer-
Jazz will welcome composer and pianist Dan-
ny Green, who will be joined by his longtime 
trio members as well as Bay Area based string 
musicians Alisa Rose, Keith Lawrence and 
Shain Carrasco. Portola Vineyards will pour 
tastes of their wines, and invites those who 
come to bring a picnic. June 24, 6-7:30 p.m. 
$12-$24. Portola Vineyards, 850 Los Trancos 
Road, Portola Valley. Search eventbrite.com 
for more info.

 Saxophonist 
Joshua Redman performs with the jazz quar-
tet featured on his seminal 2000 recording, 
Beyond (Nonesuch). June 23, 8 p.m. $25-$98. 
Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen St., Stanford. 
Search events.stanford.edu for more info.

Music 
 Wren Good-

kind, a Bay Area-born singer/songwriter who 
currently lives in Nashville, will perform at Cafe 
Zoe. June 22, 7-9:30 p.m. Free. Cafe Zoe, 
1929 Menalto Ave., Menlo Park. 

Talks & Lectures 
 

Andrew Revkin, senior climate reporter at 

ProPublica and prize-winning former journal-
ist for The New York Times, will share his 
work, “Weather: An Illustrated History: From 
Cloud Atlases to Climate Change.” June 20, 
7-9 p.m. Free. Books Inc. Palo Alto, 855 El 
Camino Real, Palo Alto. booksinc.net

-
 Jo Ellis from the Bay Area Lyme Foun-

dation will share the latest research on Lyme 
disease and information on how people can 
prevent infection and educate friends and 
family. June 24, 3-4:30 p.m. Free. Wunderlich 
County Park, 4040 Woodside Road, Wood-
side. folgerlyme.eventbrite.com

 The Menlo Park 
Library will host a presentation by Izzy Szcz-
epaniak, a research biologist from Golden 
Gate Cetacean Research. Szczepaniak will 
teach participants about porpoises, dolphins 
and whales off the coast and in the Bay. 
June 25, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Menlo Park 
Main Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo Park. 
menlopark.org

 SRI Organon 
Toastmasters helps community members 
become better public speakers and leaders 
by providing a supportive, positive environ-
ment for practicing communication and lead-
ership skills. Guests are welcome to visit and 
join. Tuesdays 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m., year-round. 
Free. First Baptist Church, 1100 Middle Ave., 
Menlo Park. sriorganon.com

 Kepler’s Literary Foun-
dation will be hosting their quarterly reading 
series, “Story is the Thing,” which highlights 
established authors and writers on the rise. 
They will showcase seven writers who will 
read on the theme of “kindness,” includ-
ing Dinika Amaral, Idris Anderson, Tristen 
Chang, Betsy Franco, Carrie La Seur, Elaine 
Castillo and Peg Alford Pursell. June 21, 7:30 
p.m. $10. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino 

Real, Menlo Park. Search eventbrite.com for 
more info.

Fundraisers 
-

 Stanford’s 
eighth annual Summer Scamper 5K, 10K and 
kids’ fun run will benefit patients and families 
at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital Stanford. 
June 24, 6:30-11 a.m. Stanford University, 450 
Serra Mall, Stanford. summerscamper.org

Museums & Exhibits 
-

 “Ink Worlds” considers ink 
painting from the 1960s through the present, 
examining salient visual features and inter-
national connections, as well as the ongoing 
impact of historical techniques, materials and 
themes. Ongoing exhibit. Free. Cantor Arts 

Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar  
to see more calendar listings
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Sharon Witte 
License # 00842833 
650.269.6700

sharon@sharonwitte.com
www.sharonwitte.com

Offered at $1,398,000

www.76oldspanishtrail .com

76 OLD SPANISH TRAIL, PORTOLA VALLEY

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30PM - 4:30PM

Features:
2 bedrooms | 2 bathrooms
Living area 1,205 sq. ft. | lot 20,003 sq. ft.
New flooring in main living areas, freshly painted interior

Easy access to shopping and amenities: 
Robert’s Market (9 minutes), Village Square Shopping Center (10 minutes), coffee, salons, 
professional services and more at Ladera Shopping Center (12 minutes), based on Google Maps.

Hiking and biking trails are within minutes… quick access to Coal Mine Ridge, Coal Creek Open 
Space, Windy Hill and the Arastradero Preserve. 

Los Trancos Woods is a true community 
with neighborhood potlucks, holiday gatherings and a sense of belonging

Outstanding Portola Valley Schools: 
Ormondale Elementary, Corte Madera and Woodside High

At Kepler’s
Ars Technica journalist Cyrus Farivar, author of “Habeas Data: 
Privacy vs. the Rise of Surveillance Tech,” and ACLU attorney Linda 
Lye join Angie Coiro for a “This is Now” program from 7:30 to 
9 p.m. on Wednesday, June 27, at Kepler’s bookstore. The focus 
will be on new tech and the efforts to protect consumers from its 
intrusions on privacy. Kepler’s is at 1010 El Camino Real in Menlo 
Park. For more information, go to keplers.org or call 650-324-4321.

See CALENDAR, page 24
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C A L E N D A R

Arthur Sharif
Silicon Valley’s longest serving Sotheby’s International Realty Agent 

Arthur Sharif 
and Associates

650.804.4770
arthursharif@gmail.com

www.SVLuxRE.com DRE#: 01481940

#1 Silicon Valley Agent
Sotheby’s International Realty 

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017

Serving Menlo Park, Palo Alto, 
Atherton, Woodside, Portola Valley, 

Los Altos Hills, & exceptional 
properties throughout the Peninsula

Trust and Skill

Not Gimmicks and Tricks. 

#1 Silicon Valley Agent  
Sotheby’s International Realty  
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017

Serving
Menlo Park, Palo Alto, Atherton, Woodside, 
Portola Valley, Los Altos Hills & exceptional 
properties throughout the Peninsula

Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. 
Search events.stanford.edu/events for more info.
Alphabete: The World Through the Eyes of Fred-
eric Bruly Bouabre An original pictographic alphabet 
as well as brightly colored postcard-size illustrations 
from contemporary African artist and poet Frederic 
Bruly Bouabre will be shown. June 20, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum 
Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu/exhibitions
The Dancing Sowei: Performing Beauty in Sierra 
Leone This exhibition focuses on one spectacular work 
in the Cantor’s collection — a sowei mask, used by 
the women-only Sande Society that is unique to Sierra 
Leone. Ongoing until December; Mondays, Wednes-
days, Fridays-Sundays 11 a.m.-5 p.m. and Thursdays 
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita 
Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu/
exhibitions
Do Ho Suh: The Spaces in Between In this exhibi-
tion, artist Do Ho Suh uses a chandelier, wallpaper 
and a decorative screen to focus attention on issues 
of migration and transnational identity. Through Febru-
ary 25, 2019, times vary. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 
Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. museum.stan-
ford.edu/exhibitions

Film 
 “Waiting 

for Kiarostami,” a film inspired by a true story about 
a medical student who has to choose between her 
father’s wish for her to become a doctor and her own 
passion to become a singer and actress, will be shown 
at Stanford’s Geology Corner. Hossein Khandan, 
Iranian-American director of the film, will lead a discus-
sion after the film screening and will be joined by Ana 
Bayat, one of the film’s lead actresses. June 28, 6:30 
p.m. Free. Stanford University, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. 
Search events.stanford.edu for more info.

 “Jurassic 
Park” will be showing in Courthouse Square. June 21, 
8:45 p.m. Free. Courthouse Square, 2200 Broadway 
St., Redwood City. redwoodcity.org

 As part of 
the annual Stanford Global Studies Summer Film Festi-
val, Israel-French film “In Between” will be shown at the 
Geology Corner Auditorium. The film follows the lives 
of three Israeli-Palestinian women who share an apart-
ment in Tel Aviv. June 20, 6:30 p.m. Stanford University, 
450 Serra Mall, Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu 
for more info.

Galleries 
 The Portola Art Gallery presents “Home 

and Away,” colorful oil paintings by Jared Sines. The 
show presents subjects which carry special  meaning 
to the artist: reflections in the canals of Venice, scenes 
of rural and urban California, and intimate still lifes. 
Through June 30; Mondays-Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.-4 
p.m. Free. Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor Road, Menlo 
Park.

Food & Drink 
Monday Night Pub Quiz The event will feature an 
ultimate Trivia contest along with food, drinks and 
prizes. May 14, 7:30-9:30 a.m. Free. Freewheel Brewing 
Company, 3736 Florence St., Redwood City. free-
wheelbrewing.com

Outdoor Recreation 
 The Tick Trail-

blaze will take place at the redwood lined trails of 
Huddart Park in Woodside. All 5K/10K runners will 
receive a medal, a T-shirt and two beers, and all kids 
dash runners will get a race woodallion that doubles 
as a coaster. There will also be a trail treasure hunt 
in which runners can receive prizes. June 24, 9 a.m. 
$15-$60. The Tick Trailblaze 5K/10K/Half, 1100 Kings 
Mountain Road, Woodside. trailrunner.com/event/
the-tick-trailblaze-5k-10k-half

 The Friends of the Menlo Park 
Library will hold a two-day book sale 
featuring thousands of books, CDs, 
and DVDs on Saturday, June 23, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Sunday, June 24, 
from noon until 2 p.m. at the Menlo 
Park Library. 
 According to the event website, 
prices start at 50 cents for mass market 
paperbacks and $1 for trade and hard-
cover titles.
  On Sunday, shoppers will be able to 
fill a bag of books for $5. 
 The sale will feature a wide selection 
of “gently used” books at low prices, 
puzzles and games, in addition to the 
CDs and DVDs.
 The book sale will be set up in two 
locations: in front of the library, and 

downstairs in the library’s program 
room.
 If you are unable to attend the sale, 
the Friends of the Library encourages 
you to drop by the organization’s book-
store in the main library. It is open dur-
ing library hours, and features a wide 
range of books for all ages and interests.
 The main library is at 800 Alma St., 
in the Menlo Park Civic Center. For 
more information, visit menlopark.
org/library, or call 650-330-2501.
 The Friends of the Library is a vol-
unteer organization of local residents 
dedicated to enhancing the Menlo 
Park Library, according to its website. 
All funds raised support programs 
and events at the main library and the 
Belle Haven Branch Library.

Menlo Park Library summer 
book sale next weekend

CALENDAR
continued from page 23

 With the arrival of summer, the 
annual free outdoor concert series in 
Portola Valley begins Thursday, June 
21.
 The 10-piece jazz band Wobbly 
World Music will open the 2018 series 
on the Town Center lawn at 765 Por-
tola Road from 6 to 8 p.m.
 The concerts follow the weekly 
farmers’ market, which typically has 
warm food for sale.
  For the concerts, the town also 
invites food trucks. For this concert, 
the town has scheduled “Waff le 
Amore” of San Jose, and “Curry Up 
Now,” also from San Jose and with a 
location in Palo Alto.

 Picnics, including with alcoholic 
beverages, are OK, as are chairs, chil-
dren, well-behaved dogs and dancing, 
say organizers. Blankets and warm 
clothing are recommended.
  The Town Center includes a play-
ground, restrooms and ample parking. 
Park at the Town Center, near the ten-
nis courts, or in overflow parking at 
the adjacent Christ Episcopal Church.
 The town’s Cultural Arts Commit-
tee has scheduled two more concerts: 
the Fog City Swampers, a Creedence 
Clearwater Revival tribute band, on 
Thursday, July 19; and Extra Large, a 
band specializing in funk, Latin spice 
and reggae, on Thursday, Aug. 16. 

World music concert  
launches summer series
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By Monica Corman

I
n an age where “information is power,” 21st 
century public libraries can provide arsenals 
of invaluable resources for personal and com-

munity discovery. For everyone from toddlers to 
teens, from resourceful entrepreneurs to retirees, 
the Menlo Park Library has been a place to listen, 
learn, collaborate, study, 
and create for 61 years.

 During those decades, 
Silicon Valley and Menlo 
Park have changed the 
world and grown expo-
nentially in the process. 
And while the number of 
people using the library has 
increased along with our 
population, the library’s 
facilities haven’t. 

Some points to consider:
Where do you put 18,500 preschoolers at story 

time? — In the basement. Last year 18,500-plus 
preschoolers came to listen at story time, starting 
down the path to becoming readers. With 40 to 
45 children at each story time, the main library’s 
only meeting room, which is in the basement, is 
full.

How do you power up information without 
enough outlets? — In the heart of Silicon Valley, 
it’s hard to imagine school-aged kids trying to 
learn coding and animation when there aren’t 
enough power outlets for computer worksta-
tions. It’s uncomfortable for computer users to 
have other patrons waiting in line to use their 
electrical outlet. And it’s inconvenient for adult 
library patrons who come to browse the internet, 
conduct research, and use library computers to 
learn. 

We need more room(s) — Last year, almost 
6,800 primary and middle-schoolers attended 

one of 114 programs designed for them, includ-
ing dance performances, science nights, concerts, 
computer classes, and other activities. More than 
2,300 teens and adults actively participate in 118 
lifelong learning programs. Community groups 
that need places to meet have few choices — there 
are no rooms available for meetings, quiet study, 
conference calls, or webinars. Last year, the 

library hosted a lecture on 
the solar eclipse. Unfortu-
nately, we had to close the 
lecture to waiting attendees 
when the building reached 
capacity.

The branch library 
— The Menlo Park branch 
library is currently housed 
in the Belle Haven Elemen-
tary School. It received a 

minor remodel in 2017, but not only does it suffer 
from the same space limitations, it’s not available 
to the public during school hours. 

We’re pretty popular — Last year more than 
340,000 people visited our libraries. They bor-
rowed more than 560,000 books, magazines and 
DVDs. We’re so glad they visited, and equally 
glad they took materials home to enjoy. Where 
would we put thousands of patrons? 

It doesn’t have to stay this way — The main 
library and branch library simply can no longer 
support the community’s needs. After an exten-
sive space needs analysis, it was clear that remod-
eling the existing spaces (designed before digital 
life) would cost as much as new structures. 

Please support development of a 21st century 
Menlo Park library system. As a community 
committed to lifelong learning, in the heart of 
world-leading innovation and brilliant minds, 
we need to ensure that we can build on the legacy 
of the existing library for ourselves, our children, 
and grandchildren. 

If information is power, Menlo Park’s 
main library is about to short-circuit

Helpful stranger a  
credit to his gender
Editor:

In this age of reporting men’s 
dishonorable actions, I would like 
to make known a situation with a 
complete stranger who gives back 
to his gender credit that we may 
be unaware was still there.

My partner and I went to the 
first summer concert on Wednes-
day, June 13, at Fremont Park. 
I am a senior lady over 90 who 
keeps active bowling and hiking, 
so I would not be considered at all 
infirm. 

I am not much of a drinker, and 
even at family events I usually pass 
up the table offerings. However, I 
always share some of the wine 
that we bring with sandwiches to 

the Wednesday concerts in the 
park. And, although it was less 
than a quarter of a glass I was 
sipping, it evidently affected my 
equilibrium when I stood up.
 A young gentleman who for-
tunately was sitting or standing 
nearby not only helped to steady 
me, but continued to support me 
while helping my partner escort 
me all the way back to our car, 
while the concert was still going 
on.
 I think that such an extraor-
dinary measure of caring for a 
lady needs to be made public, to 
counter all the distasteful reports 
of male behavior we have been 
made aware of lately. 
 My partner and I certainly do 
wish we knew how to personally 
thank this gentleman. Maybe he 
will read this and know how 
much his action was appreciated.

Betty Seckler
Oakley Avenue, Menlo Park

LETTERS
Our readers write

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUESIDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

Viewpoint
MatchedCareGivers.com  (650) 839-2273

Menlo Park • San Mateo • San Jose Lic# 414700002

When someone you care about needs 
assistance... you can count on us to be there.

Matched CareGivers
Matched 
CareGivers is 
nurse owned and 
operated and 
has provided 
the best in home 
care and case 
management on 
the peninsula for 
over 25 years in 
their own home. “There’s no place like home.”

WRITE NOW!

SUMMER WRITING CAMPS

PALO ALTO, (650) 424-1267
PLEASANTON, (925) 485-5750

writenow@headsup.org  www.headsup.org

July 9 - August 3
for Grades 2-8

Expository Writing
Creative Writing
Presentation Skills

WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS GIVEN pursuant to Sections 5473, et. seq. of the 
California Health and Safety Code that the District Board of 
West Bay Sanitary District has, by general regulation, elected to 
collect its charges for sewer services for FY 2018-2019 on the 
tax roll in the same manner as general taxes and will cause to be 

of each parcel of real property receiving sanitary sewer service 
from the District and the amount of the charge for each parcel. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that on Wednesday evening, July 
11, 2018 at the hour of 7:00 p.m. at the meeting room located at 

consider all protests and objections, if any, to the report. 

Anyone wishing to address the District Board concerning these 

Hearing or may be heard at the time of the Board’s meeting. 

Dated: June 13, 2018

 
 

VERY 
REAL
LOCAL 
NEWS #PressOn

Print or online subscription starts 
at only $5 /month

Visit: AlmanacNews.com/user/
subscribe/

GUEST OPINION

Monica Corman is president 

of the Menlo Park Library 

Foundation, a nonprofit that 

works to supplement the 

library’s resources for 

the enhancement 

of facilities, services, 

and programs. 

What’s on  
your mind?

Tell us what’s on your 
mind by sending your 
letters to letters@
AlmanacNews.com. Or 
snail-mail them to: The 
Almanac, 450 Cambridge 
Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Letters should be no 
longer than 300 words. 

You can also submit a 
longer piece of 450 to 600 
words for consideration to 
publish as a guest opinion 
column.

Questions? Email 
Renee Batti at rbatti@
AlmanacNews.com, or call 
650-223-6528.
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1% for Good provides grants to local organizations that are active in improving our 
communities. Sereno Group Palo Alto will be supporting Mission Hospice & Home 
Care from April through June 2018.

PALO ALTO  //  LOS ALTOS  //  LOS GATOS  //  NORTHPOINT LOS GATOS 
SARATOGA  //  WILLOW GLEN  //  SANTA CRUZ  //  APTOS

WWW.SERENOGROUP.COM/ONEPERCENT

MISSION HOSPICE & HOME CARE 
Mission Hospice & Home Care serves patients and families in the San Mateo 
County and northern Santa Clara County areas with quality, compassionate 
end-of-life care and education. Founded in 1979, our local, independent 

emotional, and spiritual support throughout the journey from a life-threatening 
diagnosis through death and bereavement.

Learn more about Mission Hospice & Home Care at
www.missionhospice.org.
 

HERE
FOR 
GOOD.  TM

Compassionate
end-of-life care
and education.
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JUST LISTED

The Bogard-Tanigami Team
Judy Bogard-Tanigami
License # 00298975

650.207.2111
judybt@apr.com

Cindy Bogard-O’Gorman
License # 01918407

650.924.8365
cbogardogorman@apr.com

Sheri Bogard-Hughes
License # 01060012

650.279.4003
shughes@apr.com

ConsultantsInRealEstate.com

Ranked Among Top Agents in The Wall Street Journal for the 10th Consecutive Year  

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.  Such information has not been verifi ed by Alain 
Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

For More Information Contact Cindy Bogard-O’Gorman 650-924-8365

• Private location in executive-style 

community overlooking the 13th fairway of 

Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club

• 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths; approximately 

2,190* square feet 

• Lush gardens precede a sheltered 

entrance, opening to a traditional foyer with 

a soaring ceiling and travertine tile fl oor

• Remodeled chef’s kitchen features Shaker-

style cherry cabinetry topped in luxurious 

granite; an attached casual dining area 

also opens to the main deck

• Mezzanine-level master suite has a sliding 

glass door to a private balcony with golf 

course views, a vaulted ceiling with fan, 

and window to the atrium

• Attached 2-car garage includes an electric 

vehicle charger, abundant built-in cabinetry, 

and convenient trash can storage

• Excellent Las Lomitas schools*

 Offered at $1,798,000

 522SandHillCircle.com
*Buyer to verify

Overlooking the 13th fairway of Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club, this home is the perfect spot for Silicon Valley living, bordered 

by the venture capital community on famed Sand Hill Road. Beautifully remodeled throughout, the multi-level fl oor plan features an 

eat-in kitchen and a formal dining room, gorgeous hardwood fl oors, new carpeting, and an array of skylights and open architecture – 

the result is bright, open and classic style with timeless design. Expanding the home’s dimensions and fi lling it with light is a central atrium 

plus expansive sliding glass doors on the main level and from the master suite to large decks overlooking the lush fairway views. The chef’s 

kitchen is beautifully appointed, a fi replace enhances the ambiance, and a 2-car garage with large separate laundry room provides added 

convenience. Topping it all off are the community amenities at Sand Hill Townhouses including three pools and three spas and all just minutes 

to Stanford University and commute routes to all of Silicon Valley and San Francisco.

522 SAND HILL CIRCLE   |   MENLO PARK

OPEN HOUSE, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, JUNE 23 & 24, 1:00 – 4:00PM
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
DID YOU KNOW  
that newspapers serve an engaged 
audience and that 79% still read a 
print newspaper? Newspapers need to 
be in your mix! Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising. For more info 
email cecelia@cnpa.com or call  
(916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release – the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY AFTER SALE

Oh, Coward! live performance!

Summer Book Sale

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Free Pickleball Palo Alto Youth

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano  
Private piano lessons. In your home 
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years 
exp. 650/493-6950

Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.  
Most instruments, voice.  
All ages and levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of. 
Call 1-800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-743-1482 
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY

Friends of Menlo Park Library

PlantTrees, 10¢ ea, ChangeLives!

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED! Old Porsche  
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $ 
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-
965-9546. Email: porscherestoration@
yahoo.com. (Cal-SCAN)

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS  
from only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com  
1-800-567-0404 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

Fisher Price Swing and Seat - $10

Parakeets for Sale - $100

Vintage Mountain View Shop

Kid’s
Stuff

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
Neuroscience Summer Camp

Mind
& Body

425 Health Services
FDA-Registered Hearing Aids  
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial. 
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you 
decide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per 
aid. FREE Shipping. Call Hearing Help 
Express 1- 844-234-5606 (Cal-SCAN)

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS  
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered. 
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art 
features & no audiologist needed.  
Try it RISK FREE for 45 Days!  
CALL 1-877-736-1242 (Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere!  
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  
1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

440 Massage Therapy
HOME MASSAGE by French masseuse   
 $120/ hour. Outcalls available. 9 am 
to 9 pm. Off Sundays. 650-504-6940. 
Mountain View. When texting, please 
leave your name. Merci, Isabelle.

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Denali Sr. Sourcing Associate  
Denali Sourcing Services, Inc. seeks 
Senior Sourcing Associates (mult. 
openings) to work out of Menlo Park, 
CA, & assist w/wide range of activities 
w/in source to pay procurement life 
cycle.. Send resume w/cover ltr & salary 
reqrmnts to lesa.keller@wns.com w/ “Sr 
Sourcing Associates” in subject line.

ENGINEERING  
Synopsys has openings in Mountain 
View, CA: Apps Eng, II: Provide eng tech 
sup to cust & internal dev. Req. MS in 
CE/EE/CS or rel. REQ#17903BR. R&D 
Eng, Sr. II: Des., dev., troubleshoot, or 
debug Verification IP products. Req. MS 
in CS/CE/EE or rel. + 2 yrs exp in EDA/
DFM eng/research (Alt.BS+5); REQ# 
17883BR. R&D Eng, Sr. Staff: Work on 
synthesis & compiler for verif, emulation 
& prototyping. Req. MS in CS/CE/EE 
or rel. + 4 yrs exp in EDA/DFM eng/
research (Alt.BS+6); REQ# 18184BR. 
Software Engineer, Sr. I: Desg, dev & test 
high-perf, user-friendly user interfaces 
for a chip desg analytics SW. Req. MS in 
CE/EE/CS or rel. + 6mo exp in graphical 
user interface (GUI) dev. REQ# 17944BR. 
To apply, send resume with REQ# to: 
printads@synopsys.com. EEO Employer/
Vet/Disabled.

Newspaper Delivery Routes  
Immediate Opening:  
 
Routes available to deliver the Palo Alto 
Weekly, an award-winning community 
newspaper, to homes in Menlo Park 
on Fridays. From approx. 750 to 1,500 
papers, 8.75 cents per paper. Additional 
bonus following successful 13 week 
introductory period. Must be at least 
18 y/o. Valid CDL, reliable vehicle 
and current auto insurance req’d. 
Please email your experience and 
qualifications to jon3silver@yahoo.com 
with “Newspaper Delivery Routes” in the 
subject line, or call Jon Silver,  
650-868-4310

Software Developer 3  
Stanford Univ/SLAC seeks Software 
Developer 3 (Sr SW App Dev & 
Architect) to design, dev. & deploy 
controls infrastructure SW apps for 
advanced scientific instrumentation & 
research. Reqs BS in CS/CE + 8 yrs exp, 
incl 4 yrs exp architecting structured 
dev projects; 4 yrs exp developing lg 
scale distributed control systems for 
particle accelerators & experimental 
stations using EPICS; 4 yrs exp  
w/ scient data acquisition involving 
synchronized motors movemt & signals 
for experimental stations. Email resume 
to iso@slac.stanford.edu and reference 
ID#3269. Principals only.

TECHNICAL  
Cisco Systems, Inc. is accepting 
resumes for the following position 
in Palo Alto, CA: Software Engineer 
(Ref.# PAL003B): Responsible for the 
definition, design, development, test, 
debugging, release, enhancement or 
maintenance of networking software. 
Technical Lead/Leader (Ref.# PAL006B): 
Lead engineering groups on projects 
to design, develop or test hardware or 
software products. Please mail resumes 
with reference number to Cisco Systems, 
Inc., Attn: G51G, 170 W. Tasman Drive, 
Mail Stop: SJC 5/1/4, San Jose, CA 95134. 
No phone calls please. Must be legally 
authorized to work in the U.S. without 
sponsorship. EOE. www.cisco.com/

Technology  
Box, Inc. has the following job 
opportunity available in Redwood 
City, CA: Senior Software Engineer (PK-
CA): Implement web user interfaces 
using Javascript, CSS (Cascading Style 
Sheets) and HTML (Hypertext Markup 
Language). Refactor, optimize and drive 
for improved efficiency and code health. 
Submit resume by mail to: Attn: People 
Operations, Box, Inc., 900 Jefferson Ave., 
Redwood City, CA 94063. Must reference 
job title and job code PK-CA.

Business
Services

604 Adult Care 
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-467-6487. 
(Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
Are you in BIG trouble  
with the IRS? Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.  
Call 855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)

Unable to work due to injury  
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Social Security Disability Attorneys! FREE 
Evaluation. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
1-844-879-3267. Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.) (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
DENTAL INSURANCE  
Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage for 350 procedures. 
1-855-472-0035 or  
http://www.dental50plus.com/canews 
Ad# 6118 (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies! Call 
Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE  
on Medicare Supplement Insurance! 
Get a FAST and FREE Rate Quote from 
Medicare.com. No Cost! No Obligation! 
Compare Quotes from Major Insurance 
Cos. Operators Standing By.  
CALL 1-855-690-0310. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
that the average business spends the 
equivalent of nearly 1 ½ days per week 
on digital marketing activities? CNPA 
can help save you time and money. For 
more info email cecelia@cnpa.com or 
call (916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

707 Cable/Satellite
DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE!  
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/month 
(for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 
AT&T Visa Rewards Gift Card (some 
restrictions apply) CALL 1-866-249-0619 
(Cal-SCAN)

DISH TV $59.99  
For 190 Channels $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. 1-844-536-5233. 
(Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Junk Removal Diva  
Woman Owned Professional All Junk 
removal, since 2010. 
No Job Too Small or Too Big; Household, 
Office, etc. 
 Call: (650) 834-5462

PA Molly Maid, Inc.

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include their 
license numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s status at 
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

757 Handyman/
Repairs
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS  
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We specialize 
in safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 1-888-660-5086. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
& maintain the value of your home! Set 
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650-322-8325, phone calls 
ONLY.

799 Windows
Dennis Lund Window Cleaning  
Best In Quality 
Free Estimates: (650) 566 1393 
Fully Licensed & Insured  
Service from San Mateo to Morgan Hill 
and all points in between 

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $3695/mo

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
Redwood City, 1 BR/2 BA - $1200/mont

845 Out of Area
NORTHERN AZ WILDERNESS 
RANCHES  
$193 MONTH - Quiet very secluded 37 
acre off grid ranches. Many bordering 
640 acres of uninhabited State Trust 
woodlands at cool clear 6,100’ elevation. 
No urban noise & dark sky nights amid 
pure air & AZ’s very best year-round 
climate. Blends of evergreen woodlands 
& grassy wild flower covered meadows 
with sweeping views across scenic 
wilderness mountains and valleys. 
Abundant clean groundwater at 
shallow depths, free well access, loam 
garden soil, maintained road access. 
Camping and RV use ok. Near historic 
pioneer town & fishing / boating lake. 
From $22,500, $2,250 down, $193 mo. 
with no qualifying seller financing. 
Free brochure with photos, property 
descriptions, prices, terrain map, lake 
info, weather chart/area info: 1st United 
Realty 1-800-966-6690. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$  
for business purpose Real Estate loans. 
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com Call 
818 248-0000 Broker-principal BRE 
01041073. (Cal-SCAN)

Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!

INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-199

  FOR SALE 
200-299

  KIDS STUFF 
330-399

  MIND & BODY 
400-499
JOBS 
500-599 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
800-899
PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 
995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

YOU DON’T 
NEED IT, SELL IT 
IN THE ALMANAC 
MARKETPLACE

IF

fogster. 
com

Think Globally,
Post Locally.

No phone 
 number in the ad? 

GO TO  
FOGSTER.COM  

for contact 
information To place a Classified ad in The 

Almanac, The Palo Alto Weekly or  
The Mountain View Voice call  
326-8216 or at fogster.com
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995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
5ER LINK TECHNOLOGY 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 277747  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
5er Link Technology, located at 311 
Sycamore St., San Carlos, CA 94070, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ERIC ALEJANDRO TEJEDA 
311 Sycamore St. 
San Carlos, CA 94070 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on May 17, 2018.  
(ALM May 30; June 6, 13, 20, 2018)

REDWOOD FENCE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 277852  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Redwood Fence, located at 1218 W. 
Selby Lane, Redwood City, CA 94061, 
San Mateo County; Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 5055, Redwood City, CA 94063. 
Registered owner(s): 
ADONIAS CARRETO 
1218 W. Selby Lane 
Redwood City, CA 94061  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 5-29-18. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on May 29, 2018.  
(ALM June 6, 13, 20, 27, 2018)

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE 
OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
File No. 275796 
The information given below is as it 
appeared on the fictitious business 
statement that was filed at the County 
Clerk-Recorder’s Office. 
The following person(s) has/have 
abandoned the use of the fictitious 
business name(s).  
MARIA R. RODRIGUEZ AND VICTORIA 
OSORNIO 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME(S): 
EL PARAISO MULTISERVICES 
2607 Middlefield Rd. 
Redwood City, CA 94063. 
FILED IN SAN MATEO COUNTY ON: 
November 30, 2017. 
REGISTRANT’S NAME(S): 
MARIA R. RODRIGUEZ 
1447 Dornoch Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95122 
VICTORIA OSORNIO 
1570 Dina Ct. 
San Jose, CA 95121 
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY: 

General Partnership. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of San Mateo 
County on May 31, 2018. 
(ALM June 6, 13, 20, 27, 2018)

DOWNTOWN CENTER BUILDING, L.L.C. 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 277720  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Downtown Center Building, L.L.C., 
located at 1120 Broadway Ave., 
Burlingame, CA 94010, San Mateo 
County; Mailing address: P.O. Box 7023, 
Burlingame, CA 94011. 
Registered owner(s): 
DOWNTOWN CENTER BUILDING, L.L.C. 
1120 Broadway Ave. 
Burlingame, CA 94010 
CA 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 07/19/1999. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on May 15, 2018.  
(ALM June 6, 13, 20, 27, 2018)

FIREKEEPER FORGE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 277719  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Firekeeper Forge, located at 764 Live 
Oak Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
SAMUEL J FARNWORTH 
764 Live Oak Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on May 15, 2018.  
(ALM June 13, 20, 27; July 4, 2018)

SORIA’S AUTO MOBILE DETAIL 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 277981  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Soria’s Auto Mobile Detail, located at 
1837 Clarke Ave., Apt. 21, E. Palo Alto, 
CA 94303, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JUAN SORIA NUÃ‘EZ 
1837 Clarke Ave., Apt. 21 
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on Feb. 16, 2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on June 11, 2018.  
(ALM June 20, 27; July 4, 11, 2018)

997 All Other Legals
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JOHNSON 
COUNTY, KANSAS 
PROBATE DIVISION 
 
In the Matter of the Adoption of 
Zoey Brooklynn Collupy, A Minor Child.  
  
Case No. 18 AD 37 
 
NOTICE UPON ORDER FOR SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 
CHARLES COLLUPY: 
 
You are notified that a Petition for 
Adoption has been filed for the 
adoption of ZOEY BROOKLYNN 
COLLUPY, born in JUNE 2009. You are 
hereby required to plead by JUNE 29, 
2018, at 10:00 a.m., to the District Court 
of Johnson County, in Olathe, Kansas, 
when said cause will be heard. Your 
failure to appear or file a response may 
lead to the termination of your parental 
rights and entry of judgment on the 
Petition for Adoption. 
(ALM June 6, 13, 20, 2018)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 18CIV02787 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner: LOTTI MARIE LAWLIS filed 
a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:  
LOTTI MARIE to LOTTI MARIE LAWLIS.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition without 
a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: July 19, 2018, 9:00 
a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court of 
California, County of San Mateo, located 
at 400 County Center, Redwood City, 
CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county:  
THE ALMANAC 
Date: June 06, 2018  
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM June 20, 27; July 4, 11, 2018)

fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

650.245.1845

LEHUA GREENMAN
"Keep your 
face to the 
sun and you 
will never see 
the shadows."
Summer 
Solstice,  
June 21st

Public Notices

FILING YOUR FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT? We Offer Professional Help. ALMANAC 
• 223-6578.

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES: 

FOR THE ALMANAC
Classified Word Ads  

Friday by Noon
Classified Display Ads  
Thursday by 5 p.m. for  

Space Reservation.  
Friday by Noon for Copy.

FOGSTER.COM
is a unique website offering FREE postings  

from communities throughout the Bay Area and  

an opportunity for your ad to appear in  

The Almanac, the Palo Alto Weekly, and  

the Mountain View Voice.

THE PENINSULA’S  
FREE CLASSIFIEDS 

WEBSITE

We handle all your
 LEGAL

publishing needs

Notices of Petition to Administer Estate 
 

(650) 223-6578

County of San Mateo

communities of Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola 
Valley and Woodside.

Deadline: 5 p.m. the previous Thursday

To assist you with your legal advertising needs

PROTECT YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS
If it has been 5 years since you filed your  

 
you must file again to protect your legal rights.

Check your records now to see if your  
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Woodside | 5/5.5 | $7,745,000
135 Farm Rd 
Classic estate on 4+ acres w/ equestrian 
facilities, pool and tennis court 135Farm.com

Pescadero | 4/4 full + 2 half | $6,995,000
301 Ranch Road West 
186 Acre Exceptional Ranch Estate w/ 3 parcels 
complete this Rare Retreat in SF Bay Area.

Portola Valley | 3/4 | $6,800,000
360 Golden Oak Dr 
Spectacular sun filled home on over 1 acre w/ 
pool, lush gardens & incredible views

Central Portola Valley | 5/6.5 | $6,495,000
1 Applewood Ln 
Beautifully appointed inside & out, this home 
presents chic designer style at every turn.

Menlo Park | 4/3.5 | $4,948,000
1171 Valparaiso 
one of a kind estate in central Menlo park 

Cupertino | 5/4.5 | $2,895,000
20805 Fargo Dr 
Beautifully updated & spacious, includ 2 bedroom 
suites. Great location near Apple campus.

Emerald Hills | 3/2.5 | $2,295,000
517 Sunset Way 
Luxury European Villa offers grand open 
floorplan, front courtyard & HUGE backyard.

       Californiahome.me       cbcalifornia        cb_california       cbcalifornia        coldwellbanker

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the 
Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker  
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  CalRE# #01908304

COLDWELL BANKER

Central Woodside | 4/.5 | $6,595,000
305 Jane Dr 
Overlooking vistas of western hills & open space, 
this hm is situated on almost 3 acres

County / Alameda Area | 4/3.5 | $3,950,000
2167 Gordon Ave 
New construction in desirable Menlo Park. Las 
Lomtas Schools

Erika Demma 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766

Hugh Cornish 650.324.4456
CalRE #00912143

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Judy Byrnes 650.851.2666
CalRE #01178998

Erika Demma & Paula Russ 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766/00612099

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Erika Demma 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766

Erika Demma 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766

Sean Foley 650.851.2666
CalRE #00870112

Sam Anagnostou 650.851.2666
CalRE #00798217

David Kelsey 650.851.2666
CalRE #01242399

Veronica Kogler 650.324.4456
CalRE #01788047

Bob Johnston | Francesca Lampert 650.324.4456
CalRE #01228365

Sam Anagnostou 650.851.2666
CalRE #00798217

Julie Lau 650.325.6161
CalRE #01052924

Woodside | 6/4 | $1,995,000
234 Swett Rd 
Enjoy the stunning views & tranquility from this 
gorgeous spacious home set on 1.84 acre.

Horgan Ranch Etc. | 3/2 | $1,850,000
132 Rutherford Ave 
Charming hm close to Wds Plaza, downtown 
Woodside, Stanford, Downtown Menlo Park & more

Sharon Heights / Stanford Hills | 2/2.5 | $1,735,000
1256 Sharon Park Dr 
Price reduced! Beautifully updated end-unit town 
house, like a single family home,

Veronica Kogler 650.324.4456
CalRE #01788047

J.D. Anagnostou 650.851.2666
CalRE #00900237

DiPali Shah 650.851.2666
CalRE #01249165

Sue Crawford 650.324.4456
CalRE #00587710

Central Woodside | 6/6 full + 6 half | $14,995,000
155 Kings Mountain Rd 
Stunning Estate on 5 Level Sunny Ac w/ magnificent 
landscaping. Acclaimed Woodside School

Palo Alto | 2/1 | Call for price
885 College Ave 
Charming College Terrace craftsman on beautiful 
5,600 sq ft lot.

Central Portola Valley | 5/4 full + 3 half | $13,500,000
707 Westridge Dr 
Stunning Modern Oasis! Private 2.5 acre lot with 
gorgeous home and views of western hills.

Central Portola Valley | 8/4.5 | $6,800,000
140 Willowbrook Dr 
Expansive country estate on 2+ acres in the heart 
of Portola Valley – 140Willowbrook.com

Emerald Hills | 6/7 | $4,295,000
7 Colton Ct 
7,700 sq ft stunner on +/- a 1/2 acre on one of the 
most desirable st in Emerald Hills

Palo Alto | 2/1 | $1,998,000
Sat/Sun 1:30 - 4:30 2722 Louis Road 
remodeled kitchen & bath| double pane windows| 
new interior paint & carpet| 2-car garage

East of Highway 1 / Spanish Town | / | $1,995,000
642 Johnston St 
Prime downtown triplex! Detached single level, 
ground level Mediterranean 1 bedroom homes.

Central Woodside | 6/6 | $7,500,000
116 Fox Hollow Rd 
Truly the Best!This home is nestled in a Redwood 
Grove right in town. A Woodside treasure


