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Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

LOMA MAR   $8,888,000

8140 Pescadero Creek Road  |  Land
Q. Grimm/D. Chesler  |  650.400.7879

License # 01405453  |  00675583

PORTO� VALLEY   $7,998,000

6 Redberry Ridge  |  4bd/4ba
Dean Asborno  |  650.255.2147

License # 01274816

PORTO� VALLEY   $4,990,000

133 Ash Lane  |  4bd/3.5ba
Barbara Piuma  |  650.464.8593

License # 00938609

WOODSIDE   $4,850,000

153 Marva Oaks Drive  |  Land
Q. Grimm/D. Chesler  |  650.400.7879

License # 01405453  |  00675583

PORTO� VALLEY   $1,399,000

29 Valley Oak Street  |   Land
Dean Asborno  |  650.255.2147

License # 01274816

PORTO� VALLEY   $799,000

251 Vista Verde  |   Land
Wayne Rivas  |  650.740.5746

License # 01055861

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Woodside 650.529.1111

THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL
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Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed 
reliable. However, neither seller nor listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or to purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation. 

MARY GULLIXSON
650.888.0860

mary@apr.com
CalRE# 00373961

BRENT GULLIXSON
650.888.4898
brent@gullixson.com
CalRE# 01329216

GULLIXSON.com

Ranked #18 Team 

Nationally per 

The Wall Street Journal, 

2018

122 Lakeview Drive, Woodside 
gullixson.com    |    Offered at $12,500,000

In the Heart of Silicon Valley lushly landscaped ~1.25 acres
gullixson.com    |    Offered at $17,500,000

20 ACRES ON THE EDGE OF ATHERTON CHEZ AMI, ATHERTON

JUST COMPLETED NEW CONSTRUCTION IN SOUGHT-AFTER WEST SIDE OF ATHERTON

385 Fletcher Drive, Atherton
gullixson.com    |    Offered at $15,900,000
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Saturday, August 11th, 1-6 PM

1 Hacker Way, Menlo Park
Parking Lot 16

No pets please. 
Trained service dogs only.

Live music and 
performances by:

Rafa 
AUDIODUB

China cats
TIFA I MOANA 
Bay Area Hula

and more!

Roots and Island Culture, Art, Music & DAnce, 
Summer Drinks & Food Tasting for charity

Proceeds benefi t local environmental & sustainability orgs

@FacebookFestivals
www.FBintheCommunity.com
FBCommunityEvents@fb.com

Free kids’ zone
farmers market

Craft Beer, 
Wine & Cocktails

Food Trucks

Featuring:

Celebrate Summer 
with Island Vibes & Reggae Beats!



August 1, 2018 AlmanacNews.com The Almanac 5

M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y

Local News

Photo by Robert Most

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

F
ew budget-eating monsters 
weigh as heavily on the 
financial futures of Califor-

nia cities as a notably unsexy pest: 
pension costs. And, according to 
the findings of a new civil grand 
jury report, San Mateo County’s 
cities are not doing enough to 
incapacitate that pest before it 
becomes capable of wreaking 
Godzilla-like levels of havoc on 
city finances. 

Pension primer
According to the report, San 

Mateo County’s cities offer their 
employees pension plans through 
CalPERS, the state’s public 
employee retirement system. Pen-
sions are funded with a set of 
sources: employer contributions, 
which make up about 26 percent 
of pension money and come from 
cities, and by extension, tax-
payers; employee contributions, 
which make up about 13 percent 
of pension money, in some cases; 
and CalPERS.

 The bulk of pension mon-
ey, about 61 percent, comes 
from CalPERS’ returns on its 
investments. The agency invests 
employer and employee con-
tributions, and operates with a 
series of assumptions about how 
much it will earn back each year, 
plus considerations like expected 
inflation, salary growth, and pen-
sion recipient longevity. 

When the agency’s assump-
tions are wrong, though, the bur-
den falls on cities to pay for the 
difference, which is considered 
an “unfunded pension liability.” 

In the past, CalPERS has 
assumed that its investments 
yield a 7.5 percent return on 
investment, a number some 
experts say is overly optimistic.

In the past three years, the 
agency’s net return on invest-
ment has been only 4.6 percent. 
Over the past 20 years, that aver-
age annual return has been 6.6 
percent. 

To increase the accuracy of its 
projections, the CalPERS board 
in December 2016 voted to reduce 
its assumed rate of return from 
7.5 percent to 7 percent in phases 
by the 2024-25 fiscal year. It may 
sound like a small change, but it’s 
expected to double pension costs 

for many cities around the state. 
And there’s no guarantee 

that CalPERS won’t reduce that 
assumed rate of return  — called 
the “discount rate” — again. 
Consultants have told the CalP-
ERS board it should expect a 
return on investment of only 
about 6.2 percent over the next 
decade, according to the report. 

Unfunded pension liabil-
ity is particularly hard on cities 
because they have to pay “amor-
tization” costs on it, which is 
the principal of the amount plus 
interest accrued at high rates over 
long periods. Interest is gener-
ally set at the same percentage 
of CalPERS’ assumed return on 
investment, and repayment has 
generally been set over a 30-year 
period.

 In February, the CalPERS 
board shortened future amortiza-
tion periods to 20 years, which is 
expected to eventually decrease 
overall costs but increase annual 
funding requirements. 

According to the report, cities 
already spend the majority of 
their pension dollars — about 
60 percent — on amortization 
costs, of which a major part is 
interest, in addition to regular 
annual pension costs (though this 
breakdown varies widely in the 
county).

 In the 2017-18 fiscal year, East 
Palo Alto paid a low of 38 percent 
of its total contribution costs for 
amortization, while Half Moon 
Bay paid a high of 79 percent. 
Menlo Park fell somewhere on 
the lower side among cities in 
the county, spending about 51 
percent on amortization costs. 

Preparing for the hit
So what can cities in the county 

do to prepare for soaring pension 
costs? 

The report presents a range 
of policy tools cities can use to 
mitigate their pension obligations 
with a key directive: Don’t wait to 
make a plan. 

“If cities do not address unfund-
ed liabilities now, when will they 
ever be able to?” the report asks. 
“Now is the time for the Cities to 
engage their residents in the issue 
and, with the residents’ support, 
take the difficult actions neces-
sary to secure a bright future for 

Grand jury urges county 
cities to prepare for 

crushing pension costs

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A
s part of an effort to mini-
mize idling and smooth 
traffic along Bayfront 

Expressway in Menlo Park, people 
will be able to download an app 
starting this fall that will tell them 
how fast they should go through a 
set of selected traffic signals. 

Menlo Park was chosen to 
be part of a pilot project, called 
OUT (short for “Optimizing 
Urban Traffic”), that is intended 
to improve traffic flow along 
the highly congested area near 
Facebook’s headquarters and the 
Dumbarton Bridge.

While the initiative won’t 
change roadway infrastructure, 
Menlo Park’s Assistant Public 
Works Director Nikki Nagaya 
says that minimizing the fre-
quency of quick braking and 
smoothing the flow of traffic can 
improve capacity through the sys-
tem. The intent of the project is to 
smooth traffic flow, make driving 
speeds safer, and decrease idling 
time in order to boost pedes-
trian, cyclist and driver safety and 
decrease carbon emissions and air 
pollution. 

“Part of the pilot will be testing 
how effective the system is and 
evaluating the results,” she said. 

The pilot program will cover 
nine key traffic signals along and 
near Bayfront Expressway on 
the approach to the Dumbarton 

Bridge, including Marsh Road 
and Willow Road between U.S. 
101 and Bayfront Expressway. 

The initiative is an early model 
for technology that connects 
vehicles to traffic signals and 
comes from Sustainable Silicon 
Valley, a nonprofit that deals 
with environmental sustainabil-
ity issues in the region, and the 
software consulting company 
Urban Institute. According to a 
report by the City and County 
Association of Governments in 
San Mateo County (C/CAG), 
those two groups approached 
the association about testing the 
project in San Mateo County, and 
in subsequent talks the groups 
decided to pilot the program in 
Menlo Park on traffic corridors 
that are heavily congested. 

There are three steps to the 
project, according to the report: 

 First, project leaders will cre-
ate a “traffic light assistant” app, 
which will give drivers informa-
tion about when the traffic lights 
will change and advice about 
how fast to go when approaching 
them. 

 Next, a dashboard on the app 
will be created to give information 
about road capacity and traffic 
incidents at specific intersections 
in Menlo Park along and near 
Bayfront Expressway. 

 Finally, a “citizen app” will be 
created for people who live or work 
in Menlo Park and special groups 
that provides relevant open traffic 

data. It could help develop future 
services to assist local employees 
with their commutes.

Partner agencies on the proj-
ect include Caltrans, the city of 
Menlo Park, C/CAG, Sustainable 
Silicon Valley, Urban Integrated 
and Kimley-Horn. Project leaders 
are also in talks with Facebook, 
according to the report. 

The project, estimated to carry 
a price tag of $417,900, is funded 
with a $236,700 grant from C/
CAG, which is directed by rep-
resentatives from the county and 
each city in the county. The ini-
tiative is also expected to receive 
$176,200 in in-kind contributions 
from Urban Integrated and about 
$5,000 from Sustainable Silicon 
Valley.

 Only minimal staff time is 
expected to be required from the 
city of Menlo Park and Caltrans, 
according to Nagaya. 

According to an announcement 
from the city of Menlo Park, there 
is a special interest in getting peo-
ple who commute to Facebook to 
participate in the pilot program. 

The initiative is part of an ongo-
ing countywide effort to create a 
“smart corridor” through San 
Mateo County that would con-
nect traffic signals with fiber so 
they can communicate with each 
other, set signal timing to ease 
traffic flow and provide Caltrans 
with the power to control traffic 
in a major emergency, Nagaya 
said. A

Tech pilot initiative aims to smooth 
traffic on Bayfront Expressway

See PENSION COSTS, page 12

A force  
of nature
The grounds and 
playing fields of Flood 
Park, on Bay Road in 
unincorporated Menlo 
Park, are enjoyed by 
young and old of the 
human species on any 
given day. But a look 
skyward might reveal 
that people and other 
ground mammals aren’t 
the only creatures to take 
in the pleasures of an 
urban park. Photographer 
Robert Most spotted this 
hawk on a recent visit 
to Flood Park, and did 
what photographers are 
inclined to do. 
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N E W S

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

C
ome November, there 
could be competition for 
the City Council seat 

to represent Menlo Park’s new 
District 4, which includes down-
town Menlo Park, the Allied 
Arts neighborhood and a south-
ern segment of El Camino Real. 

Ron Shep-
herd, former 
board member 
of the West 
Bay Sanitary 
District and 
current mem-
ber of Menlo 
Park’s Finance 
and Audit Committee, has 
pulled papers to run for City 
Council, and could face off with 
Peter Ohtaki, current Menlo 
Park mayor and at-large coun-
cil incumbent, if both follow 
through to collect the needed 
signatures, submit the required 
paperwork and qualify for the 
ballot.  

 While Ohtaki was elected 
at-large to represent the entire 
city in his previous two council 
terms, he lives in the new Dis-
trict 4 and would have to run 
to represent that district in this 
and future elections. He told 
The Almanac he plans to run 
and intends to pull papers on 
Aug. 1, when he returns from a 
family vacation. 

Shepherd comes from a back-
ground in finance and works as 
founder and treasurer at Shep-
herd & Associates Insurance 

Services, Inc., according to the 
business’ website. He previously 
sat on the West Bay Sanitary 
District board starting in 2000 
for 16 years, during which time 
he also served as commissioner 
for Silicon Valley Clean Water. 

For Shepherd, pulling papers 
initiates the fulfillment of a 
statement he made in fall 2015, 
when he announced he would 
not run for a fifth term on the 
sanitary district board. 

At the time, he told a writer 
for the  water district’s newslet-
ter: “What keeps coming on 
and going off the bucket list is 
running for the Menlo Park City 
Council. We’ll see.”

Shepherd was appointed last 
year to serve on Menlo Park’s 
Finance and Audit Committee, 
with a term set to expire in April 
2021. Now that he’s served on the 
committee a little over a year, he 
said he’s interested in taking a 
more policy-focused role. 

“In sum, I think the council 
needs to think more outside the 
box,” he said. 

He said he opposes the city’s 
consideration of building a new 
main library, and would prefer 
that the city build a new library 
in Belle Haven; that he thinks 
the city should sell its water 
district to a public utility; and 
that the city should be more 
aggressive in paying down its 
unfunded pension liability. 

“I think the job of the city is 
to provide the services that a 
majority of citizens want,” in a 

Councilwoman Anne Kasten, 
a member of the Woodside Town 
Council since 2010, informed her 
colleagues at the end of the July 
24 council meeting that she will 
not be be running for a third 
term in November.

“I am not going to run again for 
office,” she said. “I’ve given the 
town 18 years and I have some 
other things I want to look into.”

Kasten first won election to the 
council in November 2009 and 
was re-elected in 2013. She came 
to the council after nine years on 
the town’s Architectural and Site 
Review Board.

Kasten and her colleagues on 
the council added a year to their 
terms in 2016 in keeping with 
new state regulations that shift 
most local elections to even-
numbered years. 

She represents District 6, 

neighborhoods east of Mountain 
Home Road and south of Wood-
side Road, including Woodside 
Heights east of Interstate 280.

Dick Brown, a resident cur-
rently sitting on the Architec-
tural and Site Review Board, has 
taken out nomination papers for 
the District 6 seat.

Councilman Dave Tanner, who 
represents District 4 neighbor-
hoods along Canada Road and 
north of Olive Hill Road and 
Arbor Court, has also announced 
he will not seek re-election. He 
will be moving to his house in 
Auburn after his term is up, he 
said. For now, he travels there on 
weekends to join his wife, he said.

The Woodside council has 
seven members, each of whom 
represents one of seven districts, 
but who are elected at large — by 
the entire community.

City Council District 4 has 
new potential contender

Last term for Woodside 
councilwoman Kasten

Ron Shepherd

See COUNCIL, page 7
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way that is long-term and cost 
effective, he said. 
 He said he thinks members of 
the current council “kowtow a 
little to special interests.”
 “I wouldn’t,” he said, “because 
I’m too ornery to do that.”

More challengers 
 As of Monday, July 30, two 
more people had pulled papers 
to run for the Menlo Park 
City Council: Drew Combs, for 
District 2, and Mike Dunn, for 
District 1. Cecilia Taylor and 
George Yang have also taken out 
candidate papers for the District 
1 seat.
  Combs recently moved to the 
Flood Park neighborhood, 
which is part of District 2. 

Kirsten Keith is the current 
council member for that  
district. A

www.restorationstudio.com

COUNCIL
continued from page 6

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

I
n late May, Atherton’s police 
chief, Steve McCulley, was 
helping to put on a bike 

safety event when he experi-
enced first-hand what he says 
is the main thing Atherton resi-
dents complain about regard-
ing bicyclists — they regularly 
ignore the stop signs at Alam-
eda de las Pulgas at Atherton 
Avenue. 
 As officers and volunteers 
worked to educate the pub-
lic about bicycle safety, “I 
witnessed three large cyclist 
groups blow through the stop 
sign on the Alameda at Ather-
ton Avenue at high speed,” 
McCulley said in an email. 
 So McCulley decided to do 
something about it. He sent 
a letter to local cycling clubs 
warning them that in addi-
tion to continuing to work to 
educate motorists and cyclists 
about safety, he plans “ran-
dom traffic safety enforce-
ment ... with a concentration 
on stop sign and right of way 
violations.” 
 On July 21, McCulley and 
several Atherton patrol units 
returned to the Alameda/
Atherton intersection, where 
in three hours they issued eight 
tickets and two warnings to 
bicyclists who ran the stop sign. 
McCulley said the fine for the 

violations is $238. 
 “I will be asking patrol to 
continue to focus on this issue,” 
he said in an email. 
 In the letter to the bicycling 
community, McCulley said the 
Atherton Police Department 
“always advocates and pro-
motes bicycle safety to strongly 
encourage everyone to share 
the road safely, responsibly, and 
respectfully.” 
 He reminded both driv-
ers and cyclists: “Legislation 
and rules of the road require 
cyclists, like other roadway 
users, to pull over and let other 

vehicles pass if five or more 
vehicles are lined up behind 
them. California motorists are 
required to give bicyclists three 
feet of clearance when possible. 
If it is not possible, motorists 
are required to slow down and 
pass safely.” 
 “Motorists are reminded to 
expect bicyclists on the road-
way, be patient on narrow 
roads, and to always share the 
road. Bicyclists are reminded to 
go with the traffic f low, ride in 
the same direction as other 
vehicles, and to obey all traffic 
laws,” McCulley wrote. A

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

D
iana will soon have a 
new home.
 After a historic stat-

ue of the Roman goddess 
of the hunt that was in 
Holbrook-Palmer Park since 
the 1960s was damaged while 
being moved, Atherton City 
Council members decided 
the $45,000 repair bill was 
too much and Diana and 
her hound were exiled to the 
town’s corporation yard.
 But members of the Linden-
wood Homeowners Associa-
tion received permission from 
the council on July 18 to raise 
the money to repair the statue 
and move it into the town 
right of way at Flood Circle 
and Linden Avenue. 
 The statue had been in 
Holbrook-Palmer since the 
park was given to the town in 
the 1960s, and was meant to be 
in the park’s new event garden. 
But things went wrong during 
the attempt to move the statue. 
“As staff carried the bubble-
wrapped statue from the park 
vehicle to the new pedestal, the 
Statue literally crumbled apart 
from its own weight in their 
hands,” a town report says. 
 Lindenwood resident and 
history buff Marion Oster 
said the homeowners’ group 
will take care of the statue 
once it is repaired, as the 
group does with the other his-
toric artifacts from the Flood 
estate in Lindenwood. 
 Oster said the statue came 
from JW Fiske, a New York 
iron foundry that issued cata-
logs of the statues it made. An 
identical statue appears in 

historic photos of the Flood 
estate, she said. 
 “We don’t know if this 
Diana statue was purchased 
from the Flood estate, or if it 
was given by the Floods, (or 
if) it’s a duplicate statue,” said 
Oster, who heads the Ather-
ton Heritage Association. 
 Oster said the statue of 
Diana had already been 
repaired in the late 1990s, 
after the Heritage Association 
raised $10,000 to pay for the 
work.
 “It’s a shame to just leave 
it over in the corporation 
yard,” said Betsy Colby, the 
president of the Lindenwood 
homeowners group. “I think 
Marion is the right person to 
do this.” 
 Council members unani-
mously agreed to the plan. A

Atherton cracks down on 
cyclists’ stop sign violations

Damaged statue will find 
new home in Lindenwood 

Photo courtesy Atherton Police Department

As Atherton police  and volunteers recently worked to educate 
the public about bicycle safety, Police Chief Steve McCulley saw three 
large groups of cyclists “blow through the stop sign” at high speed, he 
said, so he decided to crack down on the violations.

Courtesy Marion Oster

Roman goddess Diana 
and her hound, who once held 
a place of honor in Atherton’s 
Holbrook-Palmer Park, have 
been relegated to the town’s 
corporation yard since the 
statue was damaged during a 
move. 

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A
therton has sent letters 
to Menlo Park property 
owners whose Felton 

Gables’ backyards abut Hol-
brook-Palmer Park, informing 
them that their fences are on 
town property and they must 
apply for encroachment per-
mits if they want to keep them 
there.
 The letters also warn prop-
erty owners who have gates into 
the park that they are a liability 
and the town recommends they 
be removed.
 “The Town will not be liable 
for any loss, damage or injury 
associated with gates located 
along the perimeter fence. 
Should you intend to keep an 
access gate, please indicate so 
on your permit application,” 
the letters say. 
 The usual $191.50 charge 
for an encroachment permit 
is being waived for property 

owners who respond by Sept. 
15, but the letter warns that if 
an encroachment permit is not 
applied for, the homeowners 
may have to pay to move the 
fences to the property line. 

 The letters say that when 
fences are repaired or replaced 
they will have to be moved. 
 Property owners who have 
gates are also being asked to 
name the town as an insured 
party on their homeowner’s 
insurance. 
 A report to the City Council 
about the matter says 21 private 
residences border the park, four 

in Atherton along Lane Place 
and 17 in Menlo Park in the 
Felton Gables neighborhood.  
 A recent boundary survey of 
the park showed that 16 of the 
Felton Gables homes’ fences are 
on Atherton property, but also 
that the fences bounding the 
Lane Place homes are actually 
five feet inside the homeown-
ers’ yards.
  Council members and town 
officials said they feared the 
situation could be a liability 
problem for the town.
 The town is also letting the 
Lane Place homeowners know 
that the town will support 
any applications to move their 
fences to the property line.
 Town officials said the letters 
would be sent as registered mail 
to be sure they are received, and 
homeowners who need 
encroachment permits but 
don’t apply for them will be 
subjected to the town’s code 
enforcement procedures. A

Owners of fences encroaching on town’s 
park property must apply for permits 

The usual $191.50 
charge for an 

encroachment permit 
is being waived for 

property owners who 
respond by Sept. 15.
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N E W S

Sarah Lehman
Special to The Almanac

I
f you were to hear about a 
local group called the Ramen 
Club, you might picture a 

passel of people gathered togeth-
er to sample different kinds of 
noodle soup. 
 In reality, this club is a team 
of high school students who met 
through the robotics program 
at Woodside Priory School in 
Portola Valley.
 They formed the Ramen Club 
early this summer because they 
wanted to continue working 
after the school year ended to 
extend their work in STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics) into 
the broader community. Their 
name is a nod to their favorite 
ramen shop, where they fre-
quently meet.
 The students quickly found 
a project: After visiting the 
Vista Center for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired, members of 
the club were inspired to cre-
ate a device to help, ultimately 
designing a glove that has but-
tons in the fingertips to act as a 
remote for those who could not 
see.
 Club leader Viansa Schmul-
bach noted that she and fellow 
club members try to determine  
the actual needs of those they 
hope to help, “because if it’s not 
something that they actually 
want, then what’s the point of 
making it?
 “We decided to create this 
glove that can help them open 
emails, navigate through web 
pages, that sort of thing, and 
then we also added on another 
part of it that helps them cook 
by pouring all the ingredients 
for them.”

 This is the kind of work 
Ramen Club members hope 
to do more of, she says. The 
students were inspired to host 
a three-day hackathon earlier 
this month, during which par-
ticipants attempted to create 
programs or devices to improve 
the quality of life of people liv-
ing with cognitive disabilities. 
 Any product created is the 
intellectual property of the 
creator, she says, but the club 
aims to give the creators oppor-
tunities to market or share their 
work. 
 Inspired by the hackathon, 
Ramen Club members decided 
to commit to one private 
club project and one outreach 

project every season of the year 
except winter, when they are 
occupied building their own 
robot for competition. 
 After talking with a friend 
who wanted to attend coding 
camps but couldn’t afford it, 
Schmulbach was inspired to 
further reach out to the STEM 
community. Soon after the 
hackathon, she held a free, 
week-long coding camp for 
students in first through sixth 
grade. 
 She says she believes that 
more diversity is needed in 
STEM fields and hopes to share 
her coding experience with 
eager students of all experi-
ence levels. The Branching Out 

camp progressed from basic 
coding platforms and skills to 
a final project and awards cer-
emony at the end of the week. 
She brought in a panel of high 
school students to talk to her 
campers at the beginning of the 
week, and arranged a Computer 
History Museum tour. Museum 
officials opened the doors at no 
charge because Schmulbach ran 
the camp as a nonprofit. 

Early interest
 Ever since she was in elemen-
tary school, Schmulbach has 
been interested in computer 
science, but as for the future, 
she is torn between pursuing a 
career in the technology world 

or becoming a doctor. She is 
even considering pursuing a 
double major in order to study 
medicine and tech.
 “I’m super into computer sci-
ence now,” she says, “especially 
since we’ve talked about some 
of the other things we can do 
with [it]. This year I also joined 
a mentorship program where 
we used AI to rank ambulance 
calls, which is natural voice 
recognition, something that I’ll 
be teaching at a workshop later 
this summer.”
 Though the tech world is 
slowly becoming more accept-
ing of women and minorities, 
Schmulbach acknowledges that 
it can be intimidating for those 
groups to get involved in STEM 
because they’re often told they 
don’t belong. Her advice to those 
who are interested: Form com-
munity groups and make sure 
to get your voice heard. 
 “I formed this club because 
I know it’s a group of people 
(who) will listen to me,” she 
says. “There are lots of Facebook 
groups for women in tech, so 
there are always people who 
are available to support your 
mission ... and you just have to 
surround yourself with them.”
 In addition to Schmul-
bach, who is president of the 
group, club members are Esha 
Umbarkar, Ryan Schackel, Bob-
by Youstra, Dimitri Saliba and 
Matthew Cirimele. 
 Ramen Club members are 
working hard to make sure 
everyone gets the opportunities 
they deserve to explore robotics, 
coding, and more. As for the 
future, they hope to welcome 
new members in the coming 
months and continue pushing 
the boundaries of what their 
robots can do. A

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

O
ne thing has been con-
spicuously absent since 
a consultant hired by 

Atherton came out with a report 
in January showing that the 
Menlo Park Fire Protection 
District spends less than half its 
Atherton-generated property tax 
revenues providing fire services 
in the town: any public com-
ment from the district about the 
report and its conclusions. 
 The fire board had Atherton’s 
report on its Feb. 20 agenda but 
voted to table the item. 
 At a July 18 Atherton City 
Council meeting about the latest 
Matrix Consulting report, coun-
cil members said the town’s next 
step should be getting the fire 
district to agree to discuss the 

report publicly with the town. 
 After the release of the first 
report showing the town provid-
ing a nearly $7 million annual 
operating subsidy to the fire 
district, council members asked 
Matrix to return with more infor-
mation showing what the town 
could do about the disparity. 
 That report, discussing the 
steps Atherton would need to 
take to detach from the fire 
district or push to have prop-
erty taxes generated in the town 
reallocated, was on the July 18 
agenda. 
 Atherton resident Bob Polito, a 
member of the town’s Audit and 
Finance Committee, summa-
rized the issue: “This situation 
we have with the fire district, 
which is a very affluent fire dis-
trict, is one of the unintended 
consequences of Proposition 13.”

 Polito said that because Ather-
ton has close to zero growth 
combined with high property 
tax revenue growth, “the prob-
lem’s not going to go away. It’s 
growing at an astronomical 
rate.” 
 Atherton has no businesses or 
multifamily residential zoning. 
 His research showed that by 
2025, the annual subsidy to the 
fire district generated within 
Atherton could approach $20 
million, Polito said. 
 A bigger portion of each 
property tax dollar generated in 
Atherton goes to the fire district 
than to the town. While the 
exact percentage varies by neigh-
borhood, in the largest tax rate 
area in Atherton the fire district 
gets nearly 16 percent of each 
property tax dollar while the 
town gets less than 11 percent. 

 Council member Elizabeth 
Lewis said the Matrix report has 
“opened a lot of the residents’ 
eyes to what has really been 
happening.” 
 “It’s just not sustainable; 
something has to be done,” she 
said. “There’s no way that I want 
to take money away from levels 
of services to any of the other 
entities in our district,” she said, 
but “what would be reduced is 
the growth of the slush fund.” 
 Mayor Cary Wiest, who is the 
town’s liaison to the fire district, 
said he thinks the town should 
“start the process of at least 
opening a conversation” with 
the fire district. 
 “It’s disappointing at this 
point that there is no clear path. 
What is clear is there is a need 
for reform,” he said. “We’re not 
talking a little money, we’re 

talking a lot of money.” 
 Wiest said he also has con-
cerns about how the fire dis-
trict is spending its funds. “I 
have some extreme concerns,” 
he said. “The cost of services 
from the district are escalating 
beyond even their control.” 
 “Can the district survive with-
out Atherton’s funds? Abso-
lutely they can,” he said. 
 The most recent Matrix report 
explored options including 
going through the San Mateo 
County Local Agency Forma-
tion Commission (LAFCO) to 
detach from the fire district, 
negotiating directly with the 
fire district to reallocate some of 
the property tax dollars that 
come from Atherton property 
owners, or asking the state Leg-
islature to reallocate the prop-
erty tax revenues. A

Local students form club to give back to community through tech

Atherton council wants meeting with Menlo fire board

Photo by Robert Most

Ramen Club members, from left, Esha Umbarkar, Viansa Schmulbach and Dimitri Saliba, were three of 
the organizers of the club’s three-day hackathon event in July. 
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Rick Longyear, a longtime 
teacher at Menlo-Atherton High 
School and, for decades, a coach 
and official in competitive water 
sports at M-A and on the Penin-
sula, was of the strong opinion 
that sports and other extracur-
ricular activities present students 
with opportunities for important 
life lessons, a fellow coach said in 
remembering him.

Longyear, who was recently 
inducted into the M-A Athletic 
Hall of Fame, died July 17 after 
a “short battle with cancer,” 
M-A principal Simone Rick-
Kennel said in a midsummer 

newsletter. He was 57.
“We will miss Rick,” Rick-

Kennel wrote in an email. “A big 
loss for our M-A community.”

His wife Sally Longyear said 
in a recent Facebook post that 
she’ll be running the Relay for 
Life in Burgess Park in Menlo 
Park on Saturday, Aug. 11, and 
asks for contributions in her 
husband’s memory. Go to main.

acsevents.org/goto/Sally to make 
a contribution.

Longyear is survived by his 
wife and his son CJ.

Longyear was officially 
inducted into the M-A Hall of 
Fame on July 20, but will be 
honored posthumously at the 
10th annual M-A Hall of Fame 
banquet on Saturday, Oct. 13.

Coaching was a passion for 
Longyear, M-A Athletic Direc-
tor Paul Snow wrote in an email. 
“He was never NOT involved in 
coaching in his entire 36 years at 
M-A,” he said.

Longyear taught biology for 36 
years, mostly 10th-graders seek-
ing a lab-science credit for the 
University of California system, 
fellow science teacher Lance 
Powell wrote in an email. Long-
year’s blended-biology course 
served students of all academic 
levels and challenged them to 
opt for more rigorous course-
work and earn an “advanced” 
designation on their transcripts.

“Rick loved teaching, and 
loved teaching Biology especial-
ly,” Patrick Roisen, an advanced-
placement biology teacher at 
M-A, wrote in an email. Long-
year helped pilot labs for a 
biotechnology group that now 
provides equipment and logisti-
cal support for DNA engineer-
ing and testing in classrooms 
around the Bay Area, Roisen 
said.

A field of study that came to be 
known as “sewer science” in Bay 
Area and Southern California 

schools, ranging from ecology to 
microbiology, is also a result of 
Longyear’s initiative, Roisen said.

“His enthusiasm for learn-
ing new concepts and ideas 
was infectious,” he said. “As a 
colleague, Rick was a consum-
mate team player in the Science 
Department, doing anything 
and everything asked of him, 
and was the person I could 
always depend on for a helping 
hand.”

“He was dedicated to his stu-
dents, staying in at lunch to help 
them get caught up and even 
sometimes swinging through 
my classroom to check in on 
former students and see how 
they were doing,” Roisen said. 
“As a teacher and a person, Rick 
epitomized one of his favorite 
words — ‘Outstanding!’”

A native of Alaska, Longyear 
moved to Southern California 
while in middle school and 
graduated from Villa Park High 
School in Orange County.

Longyear had a bachelor’s 
degree from Stanford University 
as well as a master’s degree in 
education. He also played water 
polo for the school.

He joined the M-A faculty in 
1982 and coached the girls water 
polo team until about 2006. He 
then volunteered as an assistant 
coach and ran all the school’s 
home swim meets, Snow said.

As head of sports for the Pen-
insula Athletic League, he ran all 
preseason and postseason meet-
ings with swimming coaches, 
and directed the league’s swim-
ming championship meets for 
more than 30 years, Snow said. 

C O M M U N I T Y

HCO #414700023
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• We are owned and managed by nurses who  

have been caregivers too.

• We take the time to fully understand our 
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• We take good care of our caregivers. We 
teach, support, and encourage  
enjoy their role and do it well.

(650) 328-1001  •  www.careindeed.com
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By Katie Behroozi

I
t’s high summer and families and kids 
are in vacation mode: going to camp, 
hitting the beach, hanging out at the 

pool.
Amidst all the summer fun, parents 

take water safety very seriously. We share 
articles like “Drowning Doesn’t Look 
Like Drowning,” ferry our kids back and 
forth to lessons for years, and watch them 
like hawks at the pool until we are confi-
dent that they are strong swimmers. Even 
then we typically don’t let them swim 
alone in the ocean. 

I sometimes wonder why more families 
don’t take a similar approach to biking 
and road safety. 

On the streets of Menlo Park there 
seem to be two extremes. On one hand, 
parental risk-aversion manifests in the 
form of streets clogged with minivans 
and endless school drop-off lines (even 
when the commutes can be measured in 

blocks, not miles). On the other hand, 
kids of all ages bike around town, seem-
ingly unaware of basic safety skills and 
oblivious to the traffic and pedestrians 
around them. 

What would it look like if we trained 
our kids to bike as we train them to swim?

We’d start in the shallow end: a con-
trolled environment such as a cul-de-sac, 
soccer field, or driveway.

We’d take tire pressure, brake function, 
helmet fit and visibility (lights, reflec-
tive wear, etc.) as seriously as we do sun 
protection.

In addition to swim school, we’d send 
our budding riders to camps like Avid4 
Adventure and WheelKids, where they’d 
learn more advanced skills, rules of the 
road, and group riding techniques from 
expert instructors. 

Perhaps we’d even pressure our schools 
to make cycling safety a core part of the 
PE curriculum, as it is in Palo Alto.

Public swimming pools are controlled 
environments with lifeguards and physi-
cal boundaries. Street ecosystems, like 
the ocean, are more complicated and less 
predictable. Given the lack of lifeguards 
on the open roads of Menlo Park, we 
would accompany kids long after they 
have mastered the basic cycling skills, 
teaching and reinforcing basic traffic 
laws, pointing out potential dangers and 
talking through challenging situations as 
they arise. 

Pools often require kids to take a swim 
test before they can use the deep end. 
Similarly, we should require our kids to 
master a fundamental set of safety skills 
and demonstrate consistent adherence to 
traffic laws before setting them loose to 
ride around town by themselves. (Think 
of this as the learner’s permit phase.)

Then comes the hardest part: letting 

go. How will you know when your kid is 
ready? Of course every child is different, 
as is each family’s situation, but experts 
suggest that around age 10, children start 
to develop the cognitive maturity to ride 
on the road unsupervised. 

Grant independence in phases. Start 
with your immediate neighborhood 
before permitting your child to head to 
school or Burgess Park alone. Reverting to 
my water metaphor, the waves are bigger 
and the sharks more plentiful on streets 
such as Willow, Middlefield, Raven-
swood, and Santa Cruz, so take these 
challenges into account when considering 
a route.

 Continue to check in on your kids from 
time to time — especially if they are rid-
ing with groups of friends. (Peer pressure 
can have a strange amnesiac effect on a 
kid’s road manners!) 

Eventually your diligence will yield 
fruit. You’ll be proud to know that your 
child can safely ride to water polo prac-
tice, violin lessons, or the grocery store. 
Your days of sitting in car lines or look-
ing for parking at Burgess may be over, 
but more importantly, you’ll have given 
your kid a leg up on the driving lessons 
that are just around the corner — and, if 
you’re lucky, a lifelong appreciation for the 
unique convenience, freedom, and joy of 
cruising along on a bicycle. 

Whether pedaling or water paddling, safety training crucial for kids

Rick Longyear, M-A teacher and coach, dies at 57

Introducing Street Smarts, a new column dedicated to transportation-related issues 
in and around Menlo Park. Street Smarts is written by Katie Behroozi and Jen Wolo-
sin, Menlo Park residents actively involved in making Menlo Park streets safer for all. 
Have a traffic- or transportation-related question or issue you’d like to see covered in 
an upcoming Street Smarts column? Email streetsmartsmp@gmail.com.

To kick-off the column, Street Smarts discusses how bike safety skills warrant the same 
attention as water safety skills. Written by Katie Behroozi, an avid bike commuter who 
serves on the Menlo Park Complete Streets Commission and the leadership team of 
Parents for Safe Routes.

STREET 
SMARTS

Menlo Park residents Jen Wolosin and 

Katie Behroozi will address transportation-

related questions and issues in this 

periodic column in The Almanac.

OBITUARY 
This obituary is based on information 

from Rick Longyear’s colleagues.
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additional photos and information,  

visit www.707Westridge.com

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely 
upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.           CalRE #01908304.

707 Westridge Drive, Portola Valley
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their communities.”
 The reports cites options cities 
can pursue to reduce pension obli-
gations: increase contributions to 
CalPERS beyond the minimum 
required payments, develop a 

pension reserve, negotiate to 
share pension costs with employ-
ees, shorten the “amortization” 
periods over which unfunded 
liability is paid back, make sure 
salary increases don’t surpass 
what CalPERS has assumed they 
will be, reduce operating costs, or 
find new revenue sources. 

 Shortening the amortization 
period from 30 years to 20 years 
could result in savings for Red-
wood City of $55 million — or, 
if shortened further to a 15-year 
amortization period, $134 mil-
lion. But cities aren’t allowed to 
reverse their decisions once they 
decide to shorten it. 

Menlo Park
 According to Nick Pegueros, 
the city’s financial and adminis-
trative services director, Menlo 
Park has already taken a series 
of proactive steps to mitigate its 
future pension costs. 
 But costs are still expected to 
rise substantially, with projec-
tions indicating the city can 
expect to pay $11.2 million for 
pension costs by the 2024-25 
fiscal year, up from $5.7 million 
in 2017-18. That’s an increase 
in average cost of about 13.7 
percent a year between now and 
then.
 Pegueros explained that the 
city has negotiated a cost-sharing 
program with nonsafety city 
employees, or everyone except 
the police department, which 
requires the employees to pay 
half of the city’s future pension 
cost increases. For nonsafety 
personnel, after employee cost 
sharing, the city’s contribution 
is projected to be approximately 
25 percent of employee payroll in 
the 2027-28 fiscal year, up from 
approximately 18 percent in the 
2016-17 fiscal year.
 For safety personnel, the 
expected contribution will be 
higher, and is currently projected 
to be 57.5 percent of safety payroll 
in 2027-28, up from 29.3 percent 
in 2016-17. 
 The city has also created a 
strategic pension reserve fund. 
Since the time the grand jury 
report was compiled earlier 
this year, the City Council has 
added $1 million to that fund, 
bringing its total to about $4.2 
million, or a reserve of about 
nine months’ worth of current 
pension costs. 
 Other cities have put pension 
reserve dollars into a restricted 
pension trust, called a “Section 

115 trust,” which could boost the 
city’s rate of return on invest-
ment from its current 1 percent 
to 4 percent but would limit how 
the funds can be used. Redwood 
City, Burlingame and Brisbane 
have Section 115 trusts to address 
pension costs. 

 Changes ahead? 
 Some statewide pension reform 
has occurred in recent years, and 
more could be on the way. 
 A 2013 state law called the Cali-
fornia Public Employees Pension 
Act, or PEPRA, curbed pension 
benefits for public employees 
hired after 2013, created salary 
caps used to calculate pensions, 
and disallowed certain loopholes 
that enabled public employees 
to boost their pension incomes, 
such as “spiking” their salaries 
by reporting overtime, bonuses, 
severance or unused vacation or 
sick leave. Whether some of those 
provisions can apply to people 
hired before PEPRA passed is 
pending review in a couple of 
cases brought to the California 
Supreme Court. 
 CalPERS has also promised to 
lower the amortization period to 
20 years, from 30 years. 
 Other things that could be 
done to ease pension burdens on 
cities appear not to be options 
right now, the report says; they 
include renegotiating pension 
formulas for employees, creating 
a defined contribution pension 
plan — such as a 401(k) program 
for new employees — or with-
drawing from the pension system 
altogether. 
 The Menlo Park City Coun-
cil is expected to discuss and 
respond to the report in August 
or September. 
 Go to is.gd/pensions726 to 
access the report. A

PENSION COSTS
continued from page 5

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

 Longtime Menlo Park city 
planner Deanna Chow has 
been promot-
ed to assistant 
c o m m u n i t y 
development 
director, effec-
tive July 23. 
Most recently, 
she worked as 
principal plan-
ner for the 
city, and was 
involved with 
the city’s multi-year process 
to update the general plan and 
housing element. 
 City Manager Alex McIntyre 
said in a written statement, “She 
is well respected by her colleagues 
and I am confident that she, and 
her team, can accomplish great 
things for the community.î

 

Chow has a bachelor’s degree in 
development studies from UC 
Berkeley, a master’s degree in 
urban planning from UCLA and 
more than 18 years of experience 
in planning, having worked for 
the city of San Jose before com-
ing to Menlo Park. 
 She fills the position recently 
vacated when new Community 
Services Director Mark Muenzer 
was promoted to the position. 
The department has recently 
expanded to include the city’s 
housing and economic develop-
ment office, which was previously 
part of  the city manager’s office. 

Community police academy
 The Menlo Park Police Depart-
ment is offering a community 
academy for adults who want to 
learn more about criminal law, 

forensics and investigations, or 
wish to get a glimpse into the 
day-to-day life of police officers 
and public safety staff. People 
who are interested in participat-
ing in the academy can apply for 
the eight-week program, which 
will run Wednesdays 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m., between Sept. 5 and 
Oct. 24. The deadline to apply is 
Friday, Aug. 10. 
 Go to is.gd/police432 to access 
the application. 

Parks master plan
 What should be done to 
improve or maintain Menlo 
Park’s parks over the next 25 
years? The Menlo Park City 
Council is scheduled to have a 
study session on a master plan in 
development aiming to answer 
that question at its next meeting 
on Tuesday, Aug. 6. According 
to Todd Zeo, recreation supervi-
sor, the session will start around 
6 p.m. and consultants from 
Gates & Associates will be there 
to present their preliminary 

findings and answer questions. 
The Menlo Park City Council 
meets at the council chambers at 
701 Laurel St. in the Civic Center. 

County commission to 
review Flood Park proposal
 After being postponed ear-
lier this summer, a proposed 
master plan for Flood Park is 
scheduled for review by the 
San Mateo County Parks & 
Recreation Commission at its 
meeting scheduled for 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 2, in the Board 
of Supervisors’ chambers at 455 
County Center in Redwood City.
  Among the proposed changes 
in the county’s “preferred” proj-
ect plan is the replacement of 
the existing baseball field and 
the addition of a new soccer and 
lacrosse field, a bicycle pump 
track, two bocce courts, a bas-
ketball court and a demonstra-
tion garden.
 Preliminary cost estimates 
indicate the changes will add up 

to about $14 million. The pro-
posed project has drawn con-
cern from some nearby residents 
who worry that a new ballfield 
would increase noise and traffic 
in the area. According to county 
staff, the park was last renovated 
in the 1980s. 
 Go to almanacnews.com for 
the latest updates. 

Victorian days walk
 The Menlo Park Historical 
Association will host a two-
mile history walk on Saturday, 
Aug. 4, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., set to start in front of the 
MacArthur Park restaurant at 
27 University Ave. in Palo Alto. 
The building was designed by 
Julia Morgan and first operated 
as a “hostess house” for women 
and children here to visit sol-
diers training for World War I.
  Other points of the interest on 
the walk are the El Palo Alto tree, 
the Stanford Park subdivision, 
and the former Oasis pub, which 
is also a historical building.

N E W S

Stanford pediatricians, now in your neighborhood  
at Peninsula Pediatrics Medical Group in Menlo Park

Access to Excellence.

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

Chow wins promotion
 MENLO BRIEFS

Photo courtesy city 
of Menlo Park

Deanna Chow
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PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run
For more information and to register:

A BENEFIT EVENT FOR LOCAL NON-PROFITS  

SUPPORTING KIDS & FAMILIES

Friday, Sept. 21, 2018

10K Run

CORPORATE SPONSORS:

Great event  

for kids  

and families

PRESENTED BY:

34th Annual

Moonlight
Run & Walk

Palo Alto Weekly

At Palo Alto Baylands
Presented by City of Palo Alto

5K Run & Walk NEW  

COURSE! 

Half MarathonNEW!

  NEW  
THIS YEAR:  

HALF MARATHON

5K WALK @ 7 P.M.

HALF MARATHON  
@ 7:30 P.M.

5K RUN @ 8:15 P.M.

10K RUN @ 8:25 P.M.
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rom finding shelter in 
caves, tents and huts, 
to making do in medi-

eval villages and Dickensian 
metropolises, to taking it com-
paratively easy in modern sub-
urbia, for millennia we have 
been crafting the dwellings we 
call home.

There have been constants: 
Most have a roof, a doorway 
and some capacity for getting 

and staying warm. There have 
been innovations, some that 
merit exclamation points: elec-
tricity, flush toilets, automatic 
dishwashers, automatic garage 
door openers, screened-in 
porches, hot tubs, towel warm-
ers, wood-fired pizza ovens. It’s 
a long list. What’s next?

Some say the smart house. 
Already, computerized devices 
can set a mood with nuanced 

lighting and music; make cof-
fee; add detergent to a load of 
laundry; tell you when your 
refrigerated food is nearing its 
use-by date; track the electric-
ity your appliances use; and 
maintain a home’s climate by 
opening and closing windows, 
raising and lowering shades, 
and controlling heating and 
cooling systems. It, too, is a 
long list, and it’s growing.

Skeptics don’t dispute that 
smart houses are here, but say 
they’re not ready for prime time 
and, perhaps more important, 
that they’re not for everyone. 
They’re best suited, they say, 
for people who either have 
an informed understanding of 
internet technology or have the 
resources to hire people who do.

Launched in the 1970s, before 
hackers had arrived on the 
scene, the internet is blessed 
— and cursed — with a design 
that is open to both innovation 
and infiltration.

Infiltration by hackers is, 
of course, a big problem and 

serious enough to warrant con-
cerns about privacy at home 
when you connect to the so-
called internet of things — 
smart appliances and other 
systems that can be controlled 
from a remote computer, 
including smart phones and 
tablets.

To use the internet of things 
you are required to connect 
your house to the internet, or 
“the cloud.” But in making 
that connection, “you are very 
much inviting a wire tap,” said 
Gennie Gebhart, a researcher 
for the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, a San Francisco-
based nonprofit that defends 
digital privacy rights.

These smart devices collect 
data that is stored on servers 
that the device owners have 
very little control over, she 
said. This data has the poten-
tial to expose a person’s habits, 
“painting a very revealing and 
intimate portrait of your life,” 
she said.

Smart machines also accus-
tom us to surveillance, she add-
ed. Given that they’re governed 

by algorithms that track your 
behavior, you come to expect 
your appliances to be watching 
you and come to think it’s nor-
mal for a machine to log your 
daily habits “in a place that, 
by law and social norms, is the 
most private and sacred space in 
your life,” she said.

If you want to make a smart 
home a hobby and have the 
time and skills, “then maybe 
this is a great thing for you,” 
Gebhart said. Smart devices 
can be of real benefit to people 
with disabilities, she added, 
but they’ve also been used 
for domestic abuse by former 

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Peter Carpenter looks out from the door of his Atherton home, which is equipped with seven cameras and 12 Amazon Echo digital servants to help with shopping lists and 
music selections, and to answer Carpenter’s occasional questions.

A camera, one of five that monitor activity outside Carpenter’s 
home, is mature enough as a product to be included in Carpenter’s 
limited use of smart devices at home.

‘If you start having 
machines that learn 
your habits, where 
does that lead? Is it 
the Trojan horse  
in our house?’

FIRE CHIEF  
HAROLD SCHAPELHOUMAN
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

spouses who move out yet still 
have remote access.

“The perils of this technol-
ogy, we are just starting to 
see the tip of the iceberg,” 
Gebhart said. As a concept, 
“complexity is the enemy of 
security (and) the internet 
of things and smart-home 
devices are the picture of that 
concept,” she said. “The com-
plexity of securing smart-home 
devices remains an unsolved 
challenge.”

Peter Carpenter, longtime 
Atherton resident and mem-
ber of the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection District governing 
board, said he has five cam-
eras outside his home and 
two inside, all of which he can 
access remotely.

Inside, Carpenter has 12 Echo 
devices — Amazon’s voice-acti-
vated digital servant. He said 
he uses Echo as an intercom, 
to answer general questions he 
poses, and to choose music. He 
had been using it to control the 
house lights, but said his wife 
objected because she could not 
override it — a bug, which is not 
uncommon with new products, 
he said.

He said he won’t consider any 
new product that’s not easy to 

use and that receives fewer 
than four stars in reviews. “It’s 
always been buyer beware. If 
we behave in ways that make 
us vulnerable, then we have to 
accept the fact that that could 
have consequences,” he said. 
“No matter what anybody 
tells you, you are vulnerable to 
hacking.”

That vulnerability includes 
him, but he said he wonders 
who would bother. “What’s 
the worst thing that could hap-
pen?” he asked. Hacked credit 
card? Banks and credit card 
companies absorb the losses. 
Identity theft? He’s aware of it, 
but not particularly concerned, 
he said.

“Worst case,” he said, “some-
body could look at my Kindle 
(e-book reader) right now and 
see that I have 5,208 books on 
it, and look at what I’m reading. 
... The question is: ‘Do I care?’ I 
am not an exceedingly private 
person. If I were, I would not be 
in public life.”

Carpenter said he installs 
every device himself. “If I have 
to hire somebody, that’s a signal 
to me that it’s not plug-and-
play,” he said. “I worry that 
people invest too much in both 
money and trust in systems that 
have not been well-proven.”

A Woodside man who 

invested some $623,000 in 
smart systems in building a 
new home of more than 7,000 
square feet spoke with The 
Almanac on condition that he 
not be identified.

Among the notable features 
of the house: automated control 
of windows, lights, audio and 
video systems, and climate con-
trol for 10 different parts of the 
house. 

In Woodside, he said, you 
need to build a house commen-
surate with the property value. 
“You’re either going to go all-in 
or not. If you choose to go all-
in, you are signing up for a big 
bill,” he said.

 He has an ongoing rela-
tionship with an expert who 
advised him on building his 
systems and monitors them 
remotely. This homeowner 
doesn’t store sensitive data in 
the cloud. He uses encryption.

“Everything is alarmed,” he 
said, adding that they have 
several dogs and cameras in 
the garages, all of which have 
manual doors.

“When everything works, 
it’s wonderful,” he said. “Has 
it proved to be ... resilient? 
Absolutely. I don’t worry about 
hackers. There are much bigger 
things to worry about.”

John Richards, an architect 
and member of the Portola 
Valley Town Council, said he 
hasn’t looked for architectural 
jobs that involve smart-home 
technology. “It’s a moving tar-
get and changing pretty fast,” 
he said.

Richards said he has a smart 
thermostat. “It’s not really as 
smart as (it’s) made out to be,” 
he said. As for his smart irriga-
tion system, “I turn that off a 
lot of the time because it’s not 
very smart either,” he said.

Dave Tanner, a member of 
the Woodside Town Council 
and a builder and general con-
tractor, is also skeptical.

Smart devices get on the 

market before they’re mature, 
Tanner said. “It’s the future, 
but actually it’s a disaster look-
ing for a place to happen,” he 
said. “It’s the epitome of lazi-
ness. Why can’t you get up and 
move a light switch?”

Smart interior climate con-
trol seems reasonable, he said, 
but “once you tie it in to 
the smart-home stuff and the 
smart-home stuff fouls up, 
then you have an issue. ... 
Somebody goes in and hacks 
your account and then what? 
It’s not well-protected, and 
that’s the part that gets to me. 
If your house shuts down, how 
are you going to operate it?”

Top: A control panel for Peter Carpenter’s music system at home gives him a comprehensive view of what is playing where. Above: Some of the many voice-controlled 
devices that Peter Carpenter uses to simplify his home life through the use of artificially intelligent technology. 

See SMART HOUSES, page 18
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#1 Silicon Valley Agent  
Sotheby’s International Realty  
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017

Serving
Menlo Park, Palo Alto, Atherton, Woodside, 
Portola Valley, Los Altos Hills & exceptional 
properties throughout the Peninsula

Arthur Sharif  
and Associates

650.804.4770
arthursharif@gmail.com

www.SVLuxRE.com
CalDRE#: 01481940

Arthur Sharif
Silicon Valley’s longest serving Sotheby’s International Realty Agent

Gimmicks and Tricks - a gimmick is 

to fool, the trick is to know it

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with 

permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are 

independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Equal Housing Opportunity.

C O V E R  S T O R Y

 Fire Chief Harold Schapelhouman of 
the Menlo Park Fire Protection District 
uses Echo — though he noted that “the 
smartest device I have is my wife.” She 
uses Echo for shopping lists and order-
ing music, he said.
 They have not configured Echo to do 
more, citing vulnerability to hacking, 
he said. “I don’t think it’s that much of 
a heavy lift to come home and turn the 
heater on,” he said. “Do I need to do that 
from my phone 10 minutes 
from my house?”
 “We give up a lot more 
than we realize,” he said, 
adding that he knows 
of people who at times 
sequester their smart-
phones and Echo devic-
es. “If you start having 
machines that learn your 
habits, where does that 
lead? Is it the Trojan horse 
in our house?”

 Menlo Park resident 
Aisling MacRunnels is 
the chief marketing offi-
cer at Redwood City-based Synack, a 
team of ethical hackers who monitor 
cybersecurity for corporate clients. 
 Via email, MacRunnels and Mikhail 
Sosonkin, a Synack ethical hacker, said 
the internet of things does have prom-
ise. The elderly can be both indepen-
dent and within reach of immediate 
help in case of an accident. A smart 
refrigerator could suggest food for a 
balanced diet or pronounce the names 
of fruits in Chinese for kids in lan-
guage immersion classes, they wrote.
 But that same technology, if hacked, 
could be used for mischief. “If someone 
hacks into your smart lock, they could 
break into your house,” they wrote. “If 
someone hacks your electrical outlets, 
they could control all of the devices con-
nected to them. If they hack your security 

camera, they could spy on you.
 “Homeowners should be very careful 
about the devices they deploy on their 
network and do the due diligence to 
ensure that the risks are manageable,” 
they wrote. “At the moment, people 
(who) are not tech-savvy should avoid 
smart homes. Unfortunately, the state of 
affairs is that people (who) don’t know 
how to properly disable or troubleshoot 
these devices (or set them up securely) 
will be at risk from someone who knows 
just a little more.”
 “The internet of things is still very 
much in its infancy and, frankly, it’ll stay 

there for quite some time,” 
they wrote. “Many devices 
are still kind of clunky to 
use and battery technol-
ogy is not quite there to 
provide the ‘turn it on and 
forget it’ kind of usage. 
Lack of cyber hygiene is, 
sadly, not looking like a 
barrier to adoption — at 
least, with a large number 
of consumers.”
 The devices wil l 
become cheaper, more 
disposable and more 
diverse, they wrote. “So, 
pick anything you thought 
had no business being 

connected to the internet and, in no 
time, it will get connected! Why does 
my toaster need to be connected to the 
internet? Well ... maybe I want my toast 
preferences to be managed by my 
iWatch! ... Every time you rely on one 
of these systems, you end up giving 
something up — but if it will end up 
being a boon for your life still remains 
to be seen.” A

Aisling MacRunnels, a Menlo Park resident and chief marketing officer for a company 
that monitors cyber-security for client corporations, says that the internet of things is in 
its infancy, and is likely to stay there “for quite some time.”

SMART HOUSES
continued from page 15

‘When everything 
works, it’s 

wonderful. Has 
it proved to 

be ... resilient? 
Absolutely. I don’t 

worry about 
hackers. There are 
much bigger things  
to worry about.’
WOODSIDE HOMEOWNER

On the cover: The smart home 
may be the next big thing, and the 
technology is out there, but experts 
say it’s not yet mature enough 
for safe use by the general public. 
Cover illustration by Talia Nakhjiri/
The Almanac
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C O M M U N I T Y

By Christine Lee

Junyan Xie reminisced about 
her nights in China with a 
warm smile. After dinner, she 

used to sit in her mother’s tea 
shop and neighborhood friends 
would drop by, coming and going 
as they wished. It was a nightly 
routine — sitting around a table, 
sipping cup after cup of tea, talk-
ing about their lives.
 “That was interesting,” she 
said. “I love to hear people’s 
stories.”

 This social bonding over tea 
is what she sought to bring to 
her new home in Silicon Valley. 
Xie, who moved to the United 
States to attend graduate school 
at Northwestern University and 
is now working in tech, started 
hosting tea tastings to introduce 
others to traditional pu’er tea 
from China and share the expe-
rience of connecting through an 
ancient tradition.
 Pu’er tea, a special variety of 
fermented tea from the Yunnan 
province, is aged and has a long 

history in China, much like wine 
and whiskey in the West. It’s 
also extremely popular for social 
events in China. The idea is to 
“bring the new and old together,” 
Xie said.
 Xie invites anyone interested 
in traditional tea to step into 
her modern, Scandinavian-style 
Menlo Park home for an inti-
mate tea tasting experience. 
 Over the course of two hours, 
guests sip tea out of small glass 
cups, seated at a communal table 
set with clay teapots and light 
snacks. (Traditionally, pu’er is 
regarded as a luxury tea and is 
not paired with food.) Xie offers 
four types of pu’er tea from over 
150-year-old tea trees. 
 The session begins with a 
12-hour cold-brewed white pu’er 
tea, which Xie serves from a 
large glass jug. The jug can be 
refilled with water to keep the 
tea going for about a week.
 During the hot pu’er tea tast-
ing, Xie carefully brews four 
types: white, black, raw and babe 
lime with ripe pu’er tea. Each 
has a distinctive color, taste and 
smell. The more a tea is pro-
cessed, the darker its color, she 
says. The quality increases when 
the pu’er teas are aged properly. 
Unlike commonly seen loose tea 
leaves, pu’er teas are dried and 

pressed into a ball shape to facili-
tate fermentation and storage.
 To brew each tea, she places 
the leaves in a yixing clay teapot, 
which is small with a purple- 
brownish hue. The specific type 
of porcelain it’s made from is 
ideal for brewing pu’er tea; it 
retains heat, prevents burning, 
and the density of the clay helps 
air flow better, Xie says. She then 
pours boiling water through the 
tea for about 30 seconds and 
throws out the first batch of 
water to “wake up the tea.”
 “Clean the tea,” she instructs. 
“Even if it’s organic, it will have 
dust and all that.”
 Afterward, she pours another 
batch of hot water into the teapot 
and steeps the tea for 15 seconds. 
Using wooden tea tongs, she 
places thin, white tea cups onto 
wooden tea coasters embellished 
with intricate flower designs and 
gently pours out the freshly-
brewed tea, filling about three 
quarters of the cup.
 The tea can be brewed around 
20 times, she says.
 While the white tea has a 
refreshing scent and subtle taste, 
the raw pu’er tastes slightly bitter 
due to fermentation. The bit-
terness is followed by a hint of 
“sweetness in the throat,” Xie says.
 “Like caffeine, it gets rid of (a) 

tired feeling (and) makes you 
very refreshed,” she adds.
 Then there’s the ripe pu’er in 
babe lime tea, in which the pu’er 
tea is placed inside of a prema-
ture lime, picked in Xinhui at six 
months old.
 Throughout the tasting, Xie 
talks about the history of Chi-
nese tea, how to evaluate quality 
and brew tea properly, and what 
draws her to tea. She’s especially 
touched by the way ethnic minor-
ities in the Yunnan province have 
tended religiously to the tea trees 
for thousands of years.
 In the two months since Xie has 
started the tea tastings, her guests 
have included a diverse range of 
people, from startup employees 
to doctors and to couples who 
share stories about how they met. 
One husband booked a recent 
tasting as a surprise for his wife.
  Although the guests typically 
don’t talk much initially, the tea 
eventually works its magic as 
everyone around the table gets to 
know one another better over 
cups of tea. A

 The tasting is $28 per person. 
For more information, go to 
airbnb.com/experiences/93258.
Christine Lee is a staff member of 
the Palo Alto Weekly, The Alma-
nac’s sister paper.

Expat builds    community with Chinese tea-tasting events in Menlo Park

Photo by Natalia Nazarova

Pu’er tea leaves add an eye-catching flourish to the table during a 
recent tasting event.

Photo by Natalia Nazarova

Junyan Xie re-creates some of the community spirit she says she felt in her native China at her mother’s tea shop by hosting tea-tasting events in her Menlo Park home.
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Theater
 

“Every Day Alice” is a staged reading of a 
new play commissioned for Utopia Theatre 
Project’s second season. “Every Day Alice” 
explores familiar characters from “Alice in 
Wonderland” and “Peter Pan,” in a modern 
setting. Aug. 6, 7 p.m. $5-$20. Dragon 
Theatre, 2120 Broadway St., Redwood City. 

 The Dragon Theatre 
stages Bill Cain’s “Equivocation.” Set in 
1606 England, the play’s main character, 
Shakespeare, deals with ethical issues 
surrounding his commission to write a play 
giving a fictional account of Guy Fawkes’ 
Gunpowder Plot. Produced and directed 
by Jenny Hollingworth, the show is rated 
PG-13. Through Aug. 19, times vary. $15-
$35. Dragon Theatre, 2120 Broadway St., 
Redwood City. dragonproductions.net

 TheatreWorks Silicon 
Valley kicks off its 2018/19 season with 
“Hold These Truths” by Jeanne Sakata, a 
true story following Gordon Hirabayashi, a 
Japanese-American student who fought 
internment to a relocation camp dur-
ing WWII. Through Aug. 5, times vary. 
$35-$60. Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. theatreworks.
org/201819-season

Concerts 
Gordon and the SJW 50/50 Jazz 

 Directed by Joan Chamorro, 
Spanish jazz singer and trumpeter Andrea 
Motis will return to Stanford Jazz Workshop 
accompanied by her own band, which will 
include founder of the famed Sant Andreu 
Jazz Band, Joan Chamorro. She will also 
be joined by SJW 50/50 Jazz Orchestra. 
Aug. 4, 8-10 p.m. $25-$98. Bing Concert 
Hall, 327 Lasuen St., Stanford. Search 
events.stanford.edu for more info.

 
Music@Menlo will inaugurate the new series 
of Overture Concerts, in which young Inter-
national Program artists collaborate with 
established chamber musicians. The pro-
gram will include Mozart’s Piano Quartet in 
G minor and Mendelssohn’s String Octet 
in E-flat major and feature artists like the 
M-Prize winning Calidore String Quartet. 
Aug. 1, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $32. Menlo School, 
50 Valparaiso Ave., Atherton. Search meet-
up.com for more info.

 Instrumen-
talists and vocalists will perform everything 
from cool jazz to bebop from standards to 
original songs. Aug. 2, 7 p.m. Free. Stan-
ford University, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. 
Search events.stanford.edu for more info.

 The Summer Con-
cert Series presented by Facebook fea-
tures a variety of musical styles from jazz to 
country to hits of the past and today. Aug. 
8, 6:30-8:30- p.m. Free. Fremont Park, 

Santa Cruz Avenue at University Drive, 
Menlo Park. menlopark.org

 The Kenya B Trio will play 
jazzy blues, funk originals and original 
arrangement of blues, jazz, funk and soul 
from 20th century artists as part of the 
Summer Concert Series. Aug. 1, 6:30-
8 p.m. Free. Fremont Park, Santa Cruz 
Avenue at University Drive, Menlo Park. 
menlopark.org

 Stanford Shopping Center 
hosts weekly rhythm and blues concerts 
showcasing a variety of jazz musicians and 
local favorites in the courtyard between 
Nordstrom and Crate & Barrel. Through 
August 23, 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Stanford 
Shopping Center, 660 Stanford Shop-
ping Center, Palo Alto. simon.com/mall/
stanford-shopping-center

 The 2018 
season’s final Concert Program will pay 
homage to Vienna with works by Mozart, 
Brahms, Schubert, and Schoenberg. Aug. 
2, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $20-$72. Menlo School, 
50 Valparaiso Ave., Atherton. musicat-
menlo.org

 Organist James Welch will 
perform with Erin McOmber, soprano. Aug. 
5, 7 p.m. Free. LDS Church, 1105 Valpara-
iso Ave., Menlo Park. welchorganist.com/
pages/appearances.shtml

 
Jazz pianist legend Larry Vuckovich will 
play at Portola Vineyards’ SummerJazz 
and be joined by Jeff Chambers on bass, 
Jason Lewis on drums and Hector Lugo, 
percussion and vocals. Aug. 5, 6-7:30 p.m. 
$12-$24. Portola Vineyards, 850 Los Tran-
cos Road, Portola Valley. Search eventbrite.
com for more info.

 Robert Huw 
Morgan, University Organist at Stanford 
University, will perform works by Johann 
Sebastian Bach. Aug. 1, 7:30 p.m. Free, 
$10 donation recommended. Stanford 
University, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. Search 
events.stanford.edu for more info.

Festivals & Fairs 
 Stanford Repertory 

Theater’s 20th anniversary season, “Never-
theless They Persisted,” features a six-week 
Monday night film festival. Professor of 
Theater & Performance Studies and Clas-
sics and SRT Artistic Director Rush Rehm 
will respond to the fifth film, “Margarethe 
von Trotta’s Marianne and Juliane”(1981), 
a fictionalized account of Gudrun Esslin of 
the Baader-Meinhoff gang. Aug. 6, 7 p.m. 
Free. Stanford University, 450 Serra Mall, 
Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu for 
more info.

 Year-
round Thursday farmers’ market features 
fresh fruits and vegetables, berries, spe-
cialty foods, fresh artisan baked goods, 
farm meats and eggs, honey, jams, nuts 
and nut butters, prepared foods, hot rotis-
serie chickens, made-to-order crepes, 
tamales, crafts and body products. Thurs-
days, 2-6 p.m. Free. Portola Valley Town 
Center, 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley. 

 This event will draw 
first time voters (eligible to vote in the 
November 2018 election) and provide them 
with opportunity for voter registration, 
information about how to vote when away 
at college, and information on some main 
issues. There will be live music, food, and 
panels of speakers that include Stanford 
professors and politicians including sena-
tors. Aug. 4, 6-9 p.m. Free. Courthouse 
Square, 2200 Broadway St., Redwood City. 
redwoodcity.org

Talks & Lectures & 
Classes

 
Peninsula Ukulele Group will teach resi-
dents how to play the learn ukulele and play 
songs together. Aug. 4, 1:30-4 p.m. Free. 
Woodside Library, 3140 Woodside Road, 
Woodside. 

 Meg Mezeske shares her debut 
novel, “Red Tea.” Jordan Howard moves 
to the Japanese countryside to become a 
high school English teacher, not an amateur 
detective. But when Jordan’s students are 
murdered one after another, she resolves to 

find the culprit, fueled by lingering guilt over 
her own brother’s death. Aug. 8, 7-9 p.m. 
Free. Books Inc. Mountain View, 317 Castro 
St., Mountain View. booksinc.net/event

 Author Safiya 
Noble sits down with the museum’s Cen-
ter for Software History Director David C. 
Brock to discuss her book on how negative 
biases are embedded in the world’s largest 
search engines. Aug. 8, 6 p.m. Computer 
History Museum, 1401 N. Shoreline Blvd., 
Mountain View. computerhistory.org/
events/upcoming

 Not Your 
Mother’s Book Club and Writeous Writers 
presents “The Craft of Storytelling” with 
Bree Barton, debut author of the YA femi-
nist fantasy Heart of Thorns, and Andrew 
Shvarts, critically acclaimed author of City 
of Bastards: Royal Bastards #2. Bree and 
Andrew will be in conversation with Mark 
Walsh, Animation Lead for Pixar’s “Finding 
Nemo” and “Ratatouille.” Aug. 6, 7-9 p.m. 
Free. Books Inc. Palo Alto, 855 El Camino 
Real, Palo Alto. booksinc.net/event

 SRI Organon 
Toastmasters helps community members 
become better public speakers and leaders 
by providing a supportive, positive environ-
ment for practicing communication and 
leadership skills. Guests are welcome to 
visit and join. Tuesdays, year-round. Free. 
St. Patrick’s Seminary & University, Redon 
Hall, 320 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park. 
sriorganon.com

Family 
 The San Mateo 

County History Museum continues with 
its “Free First Fridays” offering on Aug. 3, 
2018, which will include a preschool craft 
program at 11 a.m. and an adult tour at 
2 p.m. Aug. 3, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. San 
Mateo County History Museum, 2200 
Broadway, Redwood City. historysmc.org/
free-first-fridays

Museums & Exhibits 
 Rarely seen photographs will be 

shown at the Hoover Institution Library 
& Archives’ exhibition “We Shot the War: 
Overseas Weekly in Vietnam.” Exploring the 
interrelationships between art, journalism, 

and politics, the exhibition features photo-
graphs submitted to the Overseas Weekly’s 
Pacific edition--a military tabloid at once 
beloved by troops and reviled by the Pen-
tagon for its controversial content. Through 
Dec. 8, times vary. Free. 550 Serra Mall, 
Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu for 
more info.

 
The Portola Art Gallery will present “On the 
Road in Nova Scotia,” paintings by Palo 
Alto artist Jerry Peters. The primary paint-
ings in the show are inspired by photos 
taken on a three month road trip around 
the U.S. and Canada in 2005. A reception 
will be held Aug. 4, 1-4 p.m. Through Aug. 
31, 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Portola Art Gallery, 
75 Arbor Road, Menlo Park. portolaartgal-
lery.com

Film 
 The Stanford Summer 

Human Rights program will screen “Tomor-
row,” a documentary about already imple-
mented solutions for global climate change. 
The film will be moderated by Jasmina 
Bojic, Camera as Witness program director 
and founder of the international documen-
tary film festival, UNAFF. Aug. 2, 7-9 p.m. 
Free. Stanford University, 450 Serra Mall, 
Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu for 
more info.

Outdoor Recreation 
 Participants 

will run through the towering redwoods, 
lush ferns and trails through Huddart Park, 
King’s Mountain and Bear Gulch. Aug. 4, 9 
a.m. $25. Woodside. trailrunner.com/event/
crystal-springs-trail-run

Business 
 The Break 

Through conference aims to create a dia-
logue that will spark innovative ideas for nar-
rowing the gender gap by bringing together 
women thought leaders and entrepreneurs 
from Stanford, Silicon Valley and Japan to 
cultivate interpersonal support networks and 
collaboration. Aug. 9, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Free. Arrillaga Alumni Center, 326 Galvez 
St., Stanford. aparc.fsi.stanford.edu/events

From the road to the gallery wall
Portola Art Gallery presents an exhibit of paintings by local artist Jerry Peters this month. The paintings 
in the show, “On the Road in Nova Scotia,” are inspired by photos taken on a three-month road trip 
around the U.S. and Canada in 2005. A reception is set for Saturday, Aug. 4, from 1 to 4 p.m. Portola 
Art Gallery is at 75 Arbor Road in Menlo Park. Gallery hours are 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. (650) 321-0220; portolaartgallery.com

Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar  
to see more calendar listings

Submitting items for the Calendar
Go to AlmanacNews.com and see the Community Calendar 
module at the top right side of the page. Click on “Add your event.” If 
the event is of interest to a large number of people, also e-mail a press 
release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.

M E E T I N G S ,  M U S I C ,  T H E AT E R ,  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

Calendar

The cost of renting the Jennings Pavilion in 
Atherton’s Holbrook-Palmer Park, which can 
host dinners for as many as 130 people and seat 
150, may soon go up — way up.

At the suggestion of the caterer the town con-
tracts with to manage rentals in the park, Cater-
ing by Dana, the town will consider raising the 
cost of renting the pavilion to “market rates.”

A public hearing on the proposed increases 
will have to be held before the town can adopt 
the new rates. 

The proposed increases (which do not include 
administrative fees of 15 percent for Atherton 

residents and 30 percent for non-Atherton resi-
dents) are:

Mondays through Thursdays: half days 
would increase from $700 to $800 and full days 
and evenings from $900 to $1,200.

Fridays until 4 p.m.: an increase from $900 
to $1,500 and from 5 p.m. to midnight, from 
$1,200 to $4,000.

Saturdays and Sundays: half days would go 
up from $1,500 to $2,250; full days from $2,500 
to $4,000. The rental cost 5 p.m. to midnight 
would also increase from $2,500 to $4,000. 

Barbara Wood

Cost of renting park Pavilion may skyrocket
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LIVE  SILICON VALLEY

GoldenGateSIR.com   ·   Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

We welcome  
our new agent!

15 Hidden Valley Lane, Woodside
Offered at $34,600,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476
License No. 01121795

Noelle Queen  ·  650.427.9211
License No. 01917593

John Young
650.862.2122

j.young@ggsir.com
License #02036387

338 Barton Way, Menlo Park
Offered at $3,688,000

Annette Smith  ·  650.766.9429
License #01180954

124 Springer Road, Los Altos
Offered at $3,495,000

Gary Campi  ·  650.917.2433
License #00600311

4159 Old Adobe Road, Palo Alto
Offered at $23,888,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476
License #01121795

Dulcy Freeman  ·  650.804.8884
License #01342352

1305 Westridge Drive, Portola Valley
Offered at $6,495,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476
License #01121795

136 Los Trancos Circle, Portola Valley
Offered at $2,998,000

Chris Iverson  ·  650.450.0450
License #01708130

Mimi Goh  ·  650.395.7677
License #02031088

2328 Branner Drive, Menlo Park
Offered at $3,400,000

Chris Iverson  ·  650.450.0450
License #01708130

Mimi Goh  ·  650.395.7677
License #02031088

38 Saw Mill Lane, Mountain View
Offered at $1,298,000

Mimi Goh  ·  650.395.7677
License #02031088

1180 Cloud Avenue, Menlo Park
Offered at $4,488,000

Annette Smith  ·  650.766.9429
License #01180954

Marburger Avenue, Belmont
Offered at $349,900

Ella Liang  ·  408.656.9816
License #01933960

East Laurel Creek Road, Belmont
Offered at $299,900

Ella Liang  ·  408.656.9816
License No. 01933960

Redwood Retreat Road, Gilroy
Offered at $15,000,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476
License #01121795
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THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including

Menlo Park Menlo Park-Downtown 
650.462.1111 650.304.3100

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

AT H E R TO N    $ 1 9,98 0,0 0 0

178 Patricia Drive  |  7bd/8+ba
Ali Faghiri  |  650.346.4727

License #01247404
BY APPOINTMENT

PA LO  A LTO    $ 7,798 ,0 0 0

1301 Hamilton Avenue  |  4bd/3.5ba
Judy Citron  |  650.543.1206

License #01825569
BY APPOINTMENT

LO S  A LTO S  H I L L S    $ 7, 2 8 8 , 8 0 0

24040 Oak Knoll Circle  |  5bd/5ba
Loren Dakin  |  650.714.8662

License #01030193
BY APPOINTMENT

LO S  A LTO S    $ 7, 2 8 8 ,0 0 0

759 Sunshine Drive  |  6bd/5+ba
Mandy Montoya  |  650.823.8212

License #01111473
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO  PA R K    $ 6 , 5 98 ,0 0 0

1797 Stanford Avenue  |  6bd/7ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.533.7373

License #01198898
BY APPOINTMENT

WO O D S I D E    $ 5 ,1 98 ,0 0 0

765 Woodside Drive  |  3bd/5ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.533.7373

License #01198898
BY APPOINTMENT

PA LO  A LTO    $ 4 , 2 0 0,0 0 0

151 Cowper Street  |  4bd/2ba
Raymond Walton  |  650.465.1020

License #01128262
BY APPOINTMENT

LO S  A LTO S    $ 3 , 8 5 0,0 0 0

1952 Fallen Leaf Lane  |  5bd/3.5ba
Julie Tsai Law  |  650.799.8888

License #01294153
BY APPOINTMENT

C U P E R T I N O    $ 3 ,1 98 ,0 0 0

10220 Dubon Avenue  |  5bd/3.5ba
Suneeta Chilukuri  |  650.787.4498

License #01963120
BY APPOINTMENT

PA LO  A LTO    $2 , 898 ,0 0 0

579 Jackson Drive  |  3bd/2ba
Keri Nicholas  |  650.533.7373

License #01198898
BY APPOINTMENT

AT H E R TO N    $2 , 4 0 0,0 0 0

2151 Greenways Drive  |  5bd/3ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson  |  650.888.0860

License #00373961  |  01329216
BY APPOINTMENT

PA LO  A LTO    $ 1 , 49 5 ,0 0 0

555 Byron Street #304  |  2bd/2ba
Mandy Montoya  |  650.823.8212

License #01111473
BY APPOINTMENT
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HELEN & BRAD MILLER
Among Top Teams in SF Bay Area (per The Wall Street Journal rankings)

HELEN MILLER 650.400.3426 | helenhuntermiller@gmail.com | License # 01142061

BRAD MILLER 650.400.1317 | bradm@apr.com | License # 00917768

www.HelenAndBradHomes.com

Call for Appointment

Open Sunday | August 5, 1:30 – 4:30pm

 $7,195,000 | 215OliveHillLaneWoodsideCA.com

 $7,795,000 | 308OliveHillLane.com

UPDATED 4-BEDROOM HOME ON 3 FULLY USABLE ACRES

APPROVED NEW DREAM HOME ON 3.3 PRIME ACRES

215 Olive Hill Lane  |  Woodside 

308 Olive Hill Lane  |  Woodside 

For a private showing of  these properties, please contact:

Square footage, acreage, and other information 
herein, has been received from one or more of a 
variety of different sources. Such information has not 
been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to 
buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

LOT LINES APPROXIMATE

SPORT 
COURT

POOL

POOL
HOUSE

2-STORY 
RESIDENCE

DETACHED 
GARAGE

APPROVED PLANS
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ARTIST’S RENDERING
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
DID YOU KNOW  
that newspapers serve an engaged 
audience and that 79% still read a 
print newspaper? Newspapers need to 
be in your mix! Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising. For more info 
email cecelia@cnpa.com or call  
(916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release – the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or http://
prmediarelease.com/california (Cal-SCAN)

CASTRO STREET MOUNTAIN VIEW HIGH

HUGE BOOK SALE AUGUST 11 & 12

The Vintage Mountain View Shop

130 Classes & 
InstructionExpertMathematicsTutoring.com  

Mathematics/Computer Science 
650-208-5303 
Matthew T. Lazar, Ph.D. 
https: 
//expertmathematicstutoring.com/

School of Chamber Music

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano  
Private piano lessons. In your home 
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years 
exp. 650/493-6950

CMEC Music Instruction  
Covenant Music Education Center 
(CMEC) invites children and youth 
wishing to enroll in private music 
lessons in piano, voice, flute, violin, 
brasses and organ. Contact Covenant 
Music Education Center at 650-494-1760 
or covenant presbyterian.net/cmec.

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of. 
Call 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 844-335-2616 
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

Love MATH? Share your passion

Love to READ? Share your passion

Study testing app for depression

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED! Old Porsche  
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $ paid! 
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-965-9546. 
Email: porscherestoration@yahoo.com. 
(Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Palo Alto, 1280 Pine Street, 8a-noonish

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
TOPPS Baseball Sets - $99

220 Computers/
Electronics
Innergie Universal Power Cord - $50

245 Miscellaneous
DIATOMACEOUS EARTH  
FOOD GRADE 100%. OMRI Listed-Meets 
Organic Use Standards. BUY ONLINE 
ONLY: homedepot.com (Cal-SCAN)

Fisher Price Swing and Seat - $10

Parakeets for Sale - $75

Vintage Mountain View Shop

Kid’s
Stuff

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
Neuroscience Summer Camp

Mind
& Body

425 Health Services
FDA-Registered Hearing Aids  
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial. 
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you 
decide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per 
aid. FREE Shipping. Call Hearing Help 
Express 1- 844-234-5606 (Cal-SCAN) 

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS  
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered. 
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art 
features & no audiologist needed.  
Try it RISK FREE for 45 Days!  
CALL 1-877-736-1242 (Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere!  
No tanks to refill. No deliveries.  
The All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit: 
1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
ENGINEERING  
Guzik Technical Enterprises has 
job opp. in Mountain View, CA: Sr. 
Software Engineer. Dvlp SW apps 
for new generatn of head & media 
test eqptmt, digital signl analyzrs & 
digital signl process’g algrthms. Mail 
resumes refrnc’g Req. #RFV82 to: Attn: 
K. Perevoztchikov, 2443 Wyandotte St., 
Mountain View, CA 94043.

Engineering. Various levels of 
experience.  
Informatica LLC has the following 
position available in Redwood City, 
CA: Principal Software Engineer (VK-
CA): Perform product design and 
developmental tasks of a moderate to 
high complexity which require research 
and analysis. Telecommuting permitted. 
Submit resume to: Informatica LLC, Attn: 
Global Mobility, 2100 Seaport Blvd., 
Redwood City, CA 94063. Must reference 
job title and job code: VK-CA.

FINANCE  
HP Inc. is accepting resumes for 
the position of Manager, Finance in 
Palo Alto, CA (Ref. #HPIPALHORD1). 
Lead moderate to complex financial 
analysis for a global sub-business 
or finance function, exercising a 
good understanding of the business 
to determine the best method for 
achieving objectives. Mail resume to 
HP Inc., c/o Andrew Bergoine, 11403 
Compaq Center Drive W, MS M31290, 
Houston, TX 77070. Resume must 
include Ref. #, full name, email address 
& mailing address. No phone calls. Must 
be legally authorized to work in U.S. 
without sponsorship. EOE.

Newspaper Delivery Routes  
Immediate Opening: 
Routes available to deliver the Palo Alto 
Weekly, an award-winning community 
newspaper, to homes in Palo Alto and 
Menlo Park on Fridays. From approx. 750 
to 1,750 papers, 8.75 cents per paper. 
Additional bonus following successful 
13 week introductory period. Must 
be at least 18 y/o. Valid CDL, reliable 
vehicle and current auto insurance 
req’d. Please email your experience and 
qualifications to jon3silver@yahoo.com 
with “Newspaper Delivery Routes” in the 
subject line, or call Jon Silver,  
650-868-4310

Paid Stanford Research Study  
Participate in a research study at 
Stanford University by coming to 
campus and playing a game and 
answering questions about your 
opinions on a computer for about 35 
minutes. You will receive a gift card 
for $40 to spend on anything that 
you would like at Amazon.com. To 
participate, you can drive or walk to 
the Institute for Research in the Social 
Sciences at Stanford, 30 Alta Road, 
Stanford, CA 94305. Parking next to the 
building is free. The answers you will 
give to questions during the study will 
be kept completely confidential. If you 
would like to participate, sign-up by 
typing this into your browser:  
https://bit.ly/2zBkOcm. You must be 18 
years old or older.

Senior Developer  
Design, dev & implement customized 
system solutions using front-end 
& back-end tech; Dev innovative 
cloud-based solutions ensuring 
compatibility of system components 
w/business req; Dev web applic based 
on Google Cloud Platform Products 
(AppEngine, Compute Engine, & others); 
Troubleshoot existing code, debug 
prgrms, prep sftwr tests, produce doc, 
mod existing sftwr applic & edit existing 
infrastructure mapping structure; Id 
& resolve sftwr malfunctions; Design, 
enhance, & customize system sftwr to 
improve function & further strengthen 
the integration capabilities of current 
& future system mods; Manage real-
time data streams, integrate 3rd party 
capabilities & build interactive user 
interfaces; Monitor applic functionality 
to id potential problems, confirm sftwr 
ops by conducting tests, trial runs, & 
mod processing seq. & codes. Must have 
strong knowledge /use of JavaScript 
libraries (jQuery, Angular), HTML, CSS, 
JavaScript, Python, & Node.js. Bachelor’s 
degr in cmptr engng or its foreign equiv. 
2 yr/exp in job offered or 2 yr/exp as Sr 
Systems Engineer, 40 hr/pwk, job site 
Mountain View, CA. Email res: Bonnie 
Baker - bonnie@leftfieldl abs.com, at 
Left Field Labs, LLC.

525 Adult Care 
Wanted
household cleaning 3 hrs weekly

Business
Services

604 Adult Care 
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-467-6487. 
(Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
Are you in BIG trouble  
with the IRS? Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.  
Call 855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)

Unable to work due to injury  
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Social Security Disability Attorneys! FREE 
Evaluation. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
1-844-879-3267. Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.) (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
DENTAL INSURANCE  
Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage for 350 procedures. 
1-855-472-0035 or  
http://www.dental50plus.com/canews 
Ad# 6118 (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies! Call 
Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE  
on Medicare Supplement Insurance! 
Get a FAST and FREE Rate Quote from 
Medicare.com. No Cost! No Obligation! 
Compare Quotes from Major Insurance 
Cos. Operators Standing By.  
CALL 1-855-690-0310. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
that the average business spends the 
equivalent of nearly 1½ days per week 
on digital marketing activities? CNPA 
can help save you time and money. For 
more info email cecelia@cnpa.com or 
call (916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

707 Cable/Satellite
DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE!  
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/month 
(for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 
AT&T Visa Rewards Gift Card (some 
restrictions apply) CALL 1-866-249-0619 
(Cal-SCAN)

DISH TV $59.99  
For 190 Channels $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. 1-844-536-5233. 
(Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Junk Removal Diva  
Woman Owned Professional All Junk 
removal, since 2010. 
No Job Too Small or Too Big; Household, 
Office, etc. 
 Call: (650) 834-5462

PA Molly Maid, Inc.

PA Molly Maid, Inc.  
Give yourself the gift of time and let Molly 
Maid clean your home, contact us at  
650-965-1105 or at pamollymaid@aol.com

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include their 
license numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s status at 
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
& maintain the value of your home! Set 
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650-322-8325, phone calls 
ONLY.

799 Windows
Dennis Lund Window Cleaning  
Best In Quality 
Free Estimates: (650) 566 1393 
Fully Licensed & Insured  
Service from San Mateo to Morgan Hill 
and all points in between 

Real
Estate

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
Redwood City, 4 BR/2 BA - $1200

Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!

INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-199

  FOR SALE 
200-299

  KIDS STUFF 
330-399

  MIND & BODY 
400-499
JOBS 
500-599 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
800-899
PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 
995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

It’s easy to Place your ad via the internet. 
just go to — www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

YOU DON’T 
NEED IT, SELL IT IN THE 
ALMANAC 
MARKETPLACE

IF

No phone 
 number in the ad? 

GO TO  
FOGSTER.COM  

for contact 
information

fogster. 
com

Think Globally,
Post Locally.

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES: 
FOR THE ALMANAC

Classified Word Ads  
Friday by Noon

Classified Display Ads  
Thursday by 5 p.m. for  

Space Reservation.  
Friday by Noon for Copy.
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840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Santa Cruz Ocean Getaway  
Home in Surfers’ Paradise, Pleasure 
Point. 1 BR apt. Ocean view from LR 
and BR, shared deck, BBQ & hot shower. 
Garage & parking. QUIET community. 
Landlords on site. Great credit & refs 
please. 1yr lease min. Sorry, no dogs. 
$2,850/mo. 650-328-9399

845 Out of Area
NORTHERN AZ WILDERNESS RANCH  
$205 Month - Quiet very secluded 38 
acre off grid ranch bordering 800 acres 
of uninhabited State Trust woodlands 
at cool clear 6,200’ elevation. No urban 
noise & dark sky nights amid pure air 
& AZ’s very best year-round climate. 
Blends of evergreen woodlands & grassy 
wild flower covered meadows with 
sweeping views across scenic wilderness 
mountains and valleys from ridgetop 
cabin site. Abundant clean groundwater 
at shallow depths, free well access, 
loam garden soil, maintained road 
access. Camping and RV use ok. Near 
historic pioneer town & fishing / boating 
lake. From $22,500, $2,250 down, 
with no qualifying seller financing. 
Free brochure with photos, additional 
property selections with prices, terrain 
maps, lake info, weather chart/area 
info: 1st United Realty 800.966.6690. 
(Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$  
for business purpose Real Estate loans. 
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com  
Call 818 248-0000 Broker-principal  
BRE 01041073. (Cal-SCAN)

fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
COSMIC TURTLE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278173  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Cosmic Turtle, located at 301 Oak 
Avenue Apt. E, Redwood City, CA 94061, 
San Mateo County. 
Registered owner(s): 
AARON NEMOYTEN 
301 Oak Avenue, Apt. E 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 6/28/2018. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on June 28, 2018.  
(ALM July 11, 18, 25, Aug. 1, 2018)

FIRST - MATE SERVICES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278228  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
First - Mate Services, located at 919 
Flying Fish Street, Foster, CA 94404, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JAMES MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ 
919 Flying Fish St. 
Foster, CA 94404 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on July 5, 2018.  
(ALM July 18, 25; Aug. 1, 8, 2018)

MR. CHIMNEY 
MR. CHIMNEY & DRYER VENTS R’US 
MR. CHIMNEY ANY VARIATION OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278115  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
1.) Mr. Chimney, 2.) Mr. Chimney & Dryer 
Vents R’us, 3.) Mr. Chimney any variation 
of, located at 4455 McKinnon Dr., San 
Jose, CA 95130 , Santa Clara County.  
Registered owner(s): 

MASON MCCARTY 
4455 McKinnon Dr. 
San Jose, CA 95130 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 4/01/1989. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on June 22, 2018.  
(ALM July 18, 25; Aug. 1, 8, 2018)

PPS ENTERPRISES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278091  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
PPS Enterprises, located at 1580 San 
Antonio Ave., Apt. B, Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
PERRY SHOURAIE 
1580 San Antonio Ave. Apt. B 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 6/19/2018. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on June 19, 2018.  
(ALM July 18, 25; Aug. 1, 8, 2018)

ALL BAY VALUATION 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278294 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
All Bay Valuation, located at 286 Harbor 
Blvd., Belmont, CA 
94002, San Mateo County. 
Registered owner(s): 
LARRY LUMPKINS 
1040 Parkwood Way 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
JOHN EGAN 
420 Kingston Drive 
Danville, CA 94506 
This business is conducted by: A General 
Partnership. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 01/23/2013. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of 
San Mateo County on July 16, 2018. 
(ALM July 25; Aug. 1, 8, 15, 2018)

REDWOOD FENCE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278171  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Redwood Fence, located at 1218 W. 
Selby Lane, Redwood City, CA 94061; 
Mailing address: PO Box 5055, Redwood 
City, CA 94061, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ADONIAS ISAI CARRETO RAMIREZ 
1218 W Selby Lane 
Redwood City, CA 94061  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on May-29-18. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on June 28, 2018. 
(ALM July 25; Aug. 1, 8, 15, 2018)

KUATA’S DANCE GROUP 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278359  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Kuata’s Dance Group, located at 1919 
Menalto Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
KUATA VAINIKOLO 
1290 Garden St. 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on July 20, 2018.  
(ALM Aug. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2018)

RIVAS’ CLEANING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278370  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Rivas’ Cleaning, located at 1419 Camelia 
Dr., East Palo Alto, CA 94303, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
MARIELA RAMIREZ RODRIGUEZ 
1419 Camelia 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
RAMIRO ANTONIO RIVAS 
1419 Camelia 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: A General 
Partnership.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on July 23, 2018. 
(ALM Aug. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2018)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 18CIV03325 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner: RYAN MICHELETTI filed a 
petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:  
ANALEIA ALICE MICHELETTI to 
ANNALEIA ALICE MICHELETTI.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition without 
a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: August 09, 2018, 
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court 
of California, County of San Mateo, 
located at 400 County Center, Redwood 
City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county:  
THE ALMANAC 
Date: June 28, 2018  
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM July 18, 25; Aug. 1, 8, 2018)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 18CIV03389 
 TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner:  
DANA MARIE VAZ filed a petition with 
this court for a decree changing names 
as follows:  
DANA MARIE VAZ to DANA MARIE 
GEHRING. 
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the matter is 

scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition without 
a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: August 17, 2018, 
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court 
of California, County of San Mateo, 
located at 400 County Center, Redwood 
City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county:  
 THE ALMANAC 
Date: July 5, 2018  
/s/ Jonathan E. Karesh 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM July 18, 25; Aug. 1, 8, 2018)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 18CIV03731 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
Petitioner: CATHERINE KWEI-SZETO and 
WAYNE SZETO filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing names as 
follows: 
RONAN SHANE SZETO to RONAN SHANE 
KWEI SZETO.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition without 
a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: August 29, 2018, 
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court 
of California, County of San Mateo, 
located at 400 County Center, Redwood 
City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county:  
 THE ALMANAC 
Date: July 16, 2018  
/s/ Jonathan E. Karesh 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM July 25; Aug. 1, 8, 15, 2018)
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Central Portola Valley | 5/4 full + 3 half | $13,500,000
707 Westridge Dr 
Stunning Modern Oasis! Private 2.5 acre lot with 
gorgeous home and views of western hills.

Woodside | 4/4.5 | $6,595,000
305 Jane Drive 
Overlooking vistas of western hills & open space, 
this home is situated on almost 3 acres.

       Californiahome.me       cbcalifornia        cb_california       cbcalifornia        coldwellbanker

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the 
Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker  
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  CalRE# #01908304

COLDWELL BANKER

Woodside | 6/6 | $7,500,000
116 Fox Hollow Rd 
Truly the Best! This home is nestled in a Redwood 
Grove right in town. A Woodside treasure

Mount Carmel | 3/2 | $1,699,000
40 Grand St 
Great home in Mount Carmel. 1560sf on a 6500sf 
lot. Charming 1920s Bungalow, near downtown

Hugh Cornish 650.324.4456
CalRE #00912143

Hugh Cornish 650.324.4456
CalRE #00912143

Hugh Cornish 650.324.4456
CalRE #00912143

Judy Byrnes 650.851.2666
CalRE #01178998

Erika Demma 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766

Erika Demma / Judy Byrnes 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766 / 01178998

Jean Isaacson 650.851.2666
CalRE #00542342

Nancy Goldcamp 650.325.6161
CalRE #00787851

Sam Anagnostou 650.851.2666
CalRE #00798217

DiPali Shah 650.851.2666
CalRE #01249165

James Milton 650.324.4456
CalRE #01833221

Central Portola Valley | 5/5 | $16,500,000
880 Westridge Dr 
Beautiful home w/magnificent views, appx 10 
acres, one of the largest parcels in Westridge.

Palo Alto Hills | 5/4 | $16,000,000
12 Arastradero Rd 
A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Spectacular 
estate located on private road, great views.

Portola Valley | 5/3.5 | $3,395,000
900 Wayside Rd 
Stunning views across SF Bay from Mt. Diablo to 
Black Mountain!www.900wayside.com

Redwood City | 3/2 | $1,850,000
132 Rutherford Ave 
Charming hm close to Wds Plaza, downtown 
Woodside, Stanford, Downtown Menlo Park & more. 

Portola Valley | 5/6.5 | $6,495,000
Sun 1:30 - 4:30 1 Applewood Ln 
Beautifully appointed inside & out, this home 
presents chic designer style at every turn.

College | 2/1 | $2,900,000
Sat/Sun 1:30 - 4:30 30 Churchill Ave 
Vintage Palo Alto home.Gracious spaces. Ready 
for your personal touch.

Redwood City | 3/2.5 | $2,295,000
Pending 517 Sunset Way 
Luxury European Villa offers grand open 
floorplan, front courtyard & Huge backyard.

Where loving care and attention help create something beautiful. 
 
This is home, and it starts with Coldwell Banker®.

 HOME

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Portola Valley | 4/3.5 | $2,975,000
139 Crescent Ave 
Expansive home on large lot in Corte Madera 
neighborhood with lovely views.


