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Introducing Private View™ – the ultimate online real estate marketplace from 

Pacifi c Union. New listings added daily and you won’t fi nd them on Zillow, 

Redfi n or the MLS. 

pacifi cunion.com

WISH YOU COULD SEE NEW PROPERTIES 
BEFORE THEY HIT THE MARKET? 

WISH GRANTED.
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DRE: #01198898

#18 Individual Agent Nationwide  -  Wall Street Journal  

650.533.7373   |   keri@kerinicholas.com

kerinicholas.com 

sold - atherton 
2.9  Flat Acres of Land

pending - menlo park
Price Upon Request

atherton - 1.76 acres 
Price Upon Request

bay laurel, menlo park 
Stunning Custom Home

pending - menlo park
Price Upon Request

pending - portola valley 
Amazing Views
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Saturday, September 8th, 1-6 PM

1 Hacker Way, Menlo Park, Parking Lot 16

Celebration of Latin Food, Art, Music & Dance

No pets please. 
Trained service dogs only.

@FacebookFestivals
www.FBintheCommunity.com
FBCommunityEvents@fb.com

Proceeds benefi t local school music & art programs.

Live music and performances
Free kids zone
farmers market

Craft Beer, Wine & Cocktails
Food Trucks

Featuring:

CHILI & BBQ Competition
for Charity

CHALLENGE OUR LOCAL FIREFIGHTERS 

FOR TITLE OF

Best BBQ 
 ChiliOR

For registration info, email: 

FBCOMMUNITYEVENTS@FB.COM
@FacebookFestivals

www.FBintheCommunity.com
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M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y

Local News
By Kate Bradshaw

Almanac Staff Writer

F
or the past two years, city 
managers from Menlo Park, 
Palo Alto, Mountain View 

and Redwood City, along with 
senior staff at Stanford, have met 
monthly to talk about the tran-
sit and mobility problems that 
impact the region. The first out-
come of their work together, the 
interim Peninsula Bikeway, will 
be unveiled Saturday, Sept. 8. The 
bikeway will follow, via coordinat-
ed signs, a preliminary designated 
route for cycling through Red-
wood City, Atherton, Menlo Park, 
Palo Alto and Mountain View. 

The city managers’ partnership, 
called the “Managers Mobil-
ity Partnership,” or MMP, was 
convened by Joint Ventures Sili-
con Valley and is a historically 
unprecedented collaboration, 
according to JVSV CEO Russell 
Hancock.

But it’s just a start. The interim 
route, which avoids most busy 
roads, necessarily zigs and zags 
because there are gaps in the net-
work of bike lanes and cyclist-safe 
routes between the cities. 

“It’s not as direct as you would 
want it to be,” explained Hugh 
Louch, principal at Alta Planning 
+ Design, a consulting firm that 
focuses on multi-modal planning, 
describing the interim route. 

“At this point, it’s really piecing 
together what exists,” he added. 

Eventually, the coalition hopes 
to build a permanent bike route 
stretching from Redwood City 
to Mountain View that is more 
direct and higher-quality. The 
Sept. 8 event is intended to launch 
the process for the cities to begin 
collecting public feedback on 
what people want in such a route 
and where it should be located. 
Middlefield Road, El Camino 
Real, and along the Caltrain 
tracks are potential options to 
explore for a route, Hancock said. 

Once a site is chosen, the part-
nership would have to figure 
out how to design the project, 
conduct environmental analysis 
and build it. Each of those steps 
would require funding, and as of 
now, the partnership doesn’t have 
a clear funding source. 

The cities have each contributed 
funding to the work that’s been 
done so far. But moving forward, 
funding and building the project 

will get complicated, Hancock 
said. The partnership might pro-
ceed by having each city pay for 
a segment of the project, or the 
group could look into forming 
a joint powers authority, which 
would have its own decision-
making power, he explained. 

 Stanford policy students have 
already done some research into 
how to fund the bikeway project. 
They put together a report in 
2017 that suggested forming a 
joint powers authority and levy-
ing a parcel tax, or implementing 
lease-revenue financing. The stu-
dents found that nontraditional 
fundraising options, like some 
public-private partnerships, social 
impact bonds and crowdfunding, 
would likely not yield enough to 
fund the project. 

In a previous study, students 
analyzed the pros and cons of 
installing the permanent bikeway 
along El Camino Real or along the 
Caltrain corridor. Their analysis 
at the time found that it would 
cost about $18 million to build the 
El Camino Real bike route and 
$37 million to build the Caltrain 
corridor bike route, not counting 
the $17 million estimated cost to 
build a sound wall, or the $200 
million or more it would cost to 
add eight grade-separated rail line 
crossings for bikes.

Why bikes?
Connecting existing bike infra-

structure with cohesive signage 
between the four cities and Stan-
ford was identified by the part-
nership as the “lowest-hanging 
fruit” among its priorities that 
could be easily achieved, Hancock 
explained. 

In other countries like the 
Netherlands and Denmark, Han-
cock said, many people cycle as 
their primary mode of transport, 
even though those countries are 
less naturally suited for cycling 
than the Peninsula. 

“Good grief, it’s cold there. They 
have to go up hills. It rains all the 
time,” he said. In contrast, he 
said, his hometown of Palo Alto 
has a Mediterranean climate, flat 
landscape, and a population that’s 
health-minded and environmen-
tally conscious. 

“Yet none of us are on our bikes,” 
he said. “There’s something 

Joint effort leads to 
launch next month of 
Peninsula Bikeway

See BIKEWAY, page 7

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

D
ue to what is being char-
acterized as an inadver-
tent Brown Act violation, 

the Menlo Park City Council 
could postpone its scheduled dis-
cussion about the library system, 
including the proposal to rebuild 
the main library, until early 2019, 
according to a report from City 
Attorney Bill McClure. 

A Brown Act violation can 
occur when a majority of mem-
bers of a legislative body, in this 
case, three or more City Council 
members, communicate in any 
way to discuss, deliberate about, 
or take action on a matter outside 
of a meeting for which the public 
has been given proper notice. 

According to McClure, the 
violation occurred when Coun-
cilwoman Kirsten Keith, who is 
on a subcommittee with Coun-
cilman Rich Cline focused on 

library matters, and Mayor Peter 
Ohtaki had a conversation dur-
ing the Aug. 16 downtown block 
party.

According to Ohtaki, he and 
Keith exchanged brief pleas-
antries, and Keith made a com-
ment that Ohtaki interpreted as 
encouragement to vote for the 
library, before he went to track 
down his kids to feed them din-
ner. “But we didn’t talk about 
which library,” he added. “That 
was it.” 

Ohtaki told The Almanac he 
responded to Keith’s comment 
by saying something along the 
lines of “It’s going to be a very 
difficult vote.” He added, “That’s 
my way of saying I haven’t decid-
ed yet.” 

Keith said in an interview, “I 
made a comment that I hoped 
he would support the library. It 
was a relatively innocuous state-
ment. I would not have said it if I 
thought it was a violation.” 

“I wasn’t looking for any con-
sensus, and there was no con-
sensus,” she added. “I learned 
something from the situation ... 
and I won’t make such a com-
ment in the future.”  

Later, Vice Mayor Ray Mueller 
reportedly contacted Ohtaki to 
talk about the library, but Ohta-
ki said he couldn’t talk about 
it because he’d already talked 
about it, albeit briefly, with Keith. 
When Ohtaki was reminded that 
Keith is on the library subcom-
mittee and may have discussed 
the matter with Cline, he then 
told the city attorney what had 
happened.

“My inadvertent mistake was 
forgetting which committee 
council member Keith was on,” 
Ohtaki said. “This is one of the 
most complicated parts of the 
Brown Act. ... There are over 30 
committees that we as council 

Brown Act violation postpones 
Menlo Park council’s library talks

See BROWN ACT, page 6

Photo by Katie Sluis

Bilal’s gift
A team of local audiologists and an art therapist joined in an effort to give the gift of hearing to 11-year-
old Bilal Popal, an Afghan refugee who has settled with his family in Northern California. The local 
assistance to the boy was the result of an art exhibit hosted by Menlo Park resident and audiologist Dr. 
Jane Baxter as part of her humanitarian efforts on behalf of refugees. In the photo is Bilal, center, with 
his family and teacher Katie Sluis, who played a key role in connecting the family with the audiology 
team. See the story on Page 17.
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Planning Commission review and approval, conditional approval, or 
denial of a proposal, requiring Formal Design Review, to construct a 
new, two-story, single-family residence with an attached garage, and 
convert an existing nonconforming main residence to an accessory 
residential use. The project includes the review of a Variance to 
allow a portion of the main residence within the required 30-foot 
Front Setback, and review of a Variance to allow plate heights of the 
accessory structure to exceed 11-feet.

All application materials are available for public review at the Woodside 
Planning and Building Counter, Woodside Town Hall, weekdays from 
8:00 – 10:00 AM and 1:00 – 3:00 PM, or by appointment. For more 
information, contact the Woodside Planning and Building Department 
at (650) 851-6790.

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

PLANNING COMMISSION
September 5, 2018

6:00 PM

Celebrating 47 great years!

ESTABLISHED in 19
22

FREE 
ADMISSION

#MVArtWine

RIDE CALTRAIN
VTA LIGHT RAIL 
OR BUS SERVICE 
TO THE FESTIVAL!

MOUNTAIN VIEW
47TH ANNUAL

ART & WINE FESTIVAL
members collectively serve on.”
 Keith told The Almanac that 
she and Cline had not dis-
cussed the library recently. 
Both attended a recent public 
meeting to learn more about the 
Hayward library, she said, but 
they didn’t talk about it. Cline 
told The Almanac the last time 
they met as a subcommittee was 
Monday, Aug. 13, which Keith 
confirmed after checking her 
calendar. 
 McClure asked that the City 
Council meeting be canceled so 
he would have time to investi-
gate the situation. Because no 
action was taken, no remedy to 
the violation is required beyond 
alerting the public about what 
had happened. 
 The council had been sched-
uled to discuss and potentially 
approve funds to move forward 
with developing a schematic 
design for a new main library, 
choosing a site for it — staff 
has recommended building it 
along Laurel Street rather than 
its current Alma Street location 
— and conducting a space needs 
study for the Belle Haven branch 
library.
 The council previously set aside 
$1 million for work on improve-
ments to the city’s libraries. 
 Staff has recommended that 
the matter be rescheduled for 
early 2019 because the city’s 
library director and assistant 

public works director positions 
are now vacant, there are a lim-
ited number of remaining meet-
ings left in the year, and there 
will be at least one new council 
member following the November 
election.
 Over the past week, the City 
Council has received about 15 
emails expressing support for 
including affordable housing as 
part of a new main library con-
struction project, and one 
opposed to the idea. A

BROWN ACT
continued from page 5

By Dave Boyce
Almanac staff writer

W
ith four open seats 
on the Woodside 
Town Council, the 

town will have four elections in 
November. Write-in candidates 
remain a possibility, but so far 
only one seat is contested: that 
of District 7, the neighborhoods 
along La Honda and Old La 
Honda roads, and areas west of 
Portola Road.
 The two candidates are civil 
engineer Frank Rosenblum and 
attorney Ned Fluet. The winner 
will serve the two years remain-
ing in the term of Peter Mason, 
who resigned from the council 
this past March.
 Woodside has seven electoral 
districts. Council candidates 
must live in the district they 
seek to represent, but are elected 
by all the town’s voters.
 Fluet, 40, is a litigator for 
the Palo Alto law firm Lakin 
Spears, and currently chairs 
the town’s Environment: Open 
Space, Conservation & Sustain-
ability Committee, which he 
has been a member of for two 

and a half years, he said.
 Fluet told The Almanac that 
his priorities, should he be elect-
ed, include making improve-
ments to the town’s roads and its 
routes to school and businesses, 
and addressing the increase in 
traffic congestion. “I want to do 
more for the town,” he said.
 Rosenblum, 56, is president 
and owner of Underwood & 
Rosenblum Inc., a San Jose-
based civil engineering and 
surveying firm. He is a five-
year member and chair of the 
Circulation Committee, which 
addresses issues concerning 
public roads and their impacts 
on road users.
 On his reasons for running, 
Rosenblum said: “I just want to 
be somebody who can review 
the issues, maybe without bias. 
A town like Woodside is older 
and set in its ways. A lot of (a 
council member’s job) is just 
trying to preserve that, its rural 
character and its general plan.”
 Other names on the ballot will 
be: Brian Dombkowski, District 
2; Sean Scott, District 4; and 
Richard Brown, District 6. A

It’s lawyer versus engineer 
in Woodside council election

County seeking 
commissioners

 San Mateo County is 
searching for volunteers to fill 
vacancies on a range of county 
commissions, including the 
Commission on Disabilities 
(deadline Aug. 31), the North 
Fair Oaks Community Coun-
cil (deadline Sept. 7), and 
a hospital representative to 
serve on the county’s Health 
Commission (deadline Aug. 
31).
 For residents of the county’s 
District 4 — people whose 
elected county supervisor is 
Warren Slocum — there is 
also an opening on the Civil 
Service Commission (dead-
line Sept. 7). 
 Go to bnc.smcgov.org/
vacancies for more infor-
mation and to access 
applications. 
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wrong with this picture. Really, 
Silicon Valley should be the bik-
ing capital of America.” 

An unprecedented 
partnership
 As part of the partnership, each 
city manager signed an agreement 
committing to work on transpor-
tation problems with the other 
city managers, Hancock said. 
 In 2016, the city managers 
agreed to a set of guiding princi-
ples that included shared goals of 
improving walkability; enhanc-
ing bike lanes and bike safety; 
making it easier for transit riders 
to get between home and work via 
shuttles, bike-share or car-share 
programs; encouraging Caltrain 
to operate more frequently and 
with greater capacity; and pro-
moting signal coordination across 
cities. 
 The city managers agreed to 
meet regularly; to encourage 
their staffs to work across city 
boundaries; to find resources for 
projects through private sector 
partnerships and federal, state 
and local grant opportunities; 
and to collect data and track 
progress. A key point of the part-
nership is that its members are 
city managers — who are con-
sidered the top city executives 
— rather than elected officials. 

Still, city managers are expected 
to act in coordination with the 
elected officials they work for, 
Hancock said. 
 Among the other topics the 
group discusses regularly are U.S. 
101, the Dumbarton corridor, 
grade separations along the Cal-
train corridor, shuttles and signal 
coordination, Hancock said. 
 “A lot is beyond our jurisdic-
tions,” he acknowledged. “So 
of course, we could wave our 
hands and say, ‘This is beyond us. 
Someone else needs to solve the 
problem.’” 
 But by working together, Han-
cock suggested, the partnership 
may wield more clout when it 
comes to applying for grants or 
seeking partnerships from the 
private sector than seeking fund-
ing as an individual city.
 These four cities and Stanford, 
he said, are not just a “random 
region.” They drive Silicon Valley, 
and by extension, a large portion 
of the state and national economy, 
he said. “You need it to be firing 
on all cylinders.”

If you go
 The interim bikeway’s launch 
will be held Saturday, Sept. 8, with 
group bike rides starting from 
Mountain View and Redwood 
City between 8 and 8:30 a.m. and 
scheduled to arrive at Burgess 
Park, 701 Laurel St. in Menlo 
Park, around 10 a.m. Elected 

officials are scheduled to speak at 
10:30 a.m.
 At 11:30 a.m., food will be 
served. There will also be oppor-
tunities for families and kids 
to test out a pop-up separat-
ed bikeway and test ride an 
e-bike, according to Menlo Park 
officials. 
 Go to peninsulabikeway.com 
for more information. A

BIKEWAY
continued from page 5
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Stanford pediatricians, now in your neighborhood  
at Peninsula Pediatrics Medical Group in Menlo Park

Access to Excellence.

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

Map courtesy Alta Planning + Design.

A map of the planned interim Peninsula Bikeway, scheduled to launch Saturday, Sept. 8.
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STEVE GRAY  DRE #01498634 

Born in Menlo Park, raised in Atherton, a Woodside resident

650.743.7702  |  info@HelpRealtor.com

FALL REAL ESTATE  
MARKET FORECAST

Powered by Game-changing Technology

 Local Real Estate trends  
predict a strong Fall selling 
season*

 Home prices have hit  
record highs, but home  
value growth is slowing*

 Learn how the market has  
increased the value of  
your home

 Request a home value  
assessment with on-point  
accuracy

*Altos Research, CoreLogic, MLS Data

Real Estate HELP is just a click away

HCO#414700023info@careindeed.com

ike to express my appreciation and gratitude for the intelligent and 
supportive care and assistance that your caregivers had provided for my loved
one during his most difficult and final period at home. In my experience, the
level of kindness and wholehearted caring attention he received from your 
caregivers is rarely found among knowledgeable personnel. For my own part, 
the confidence she inspired allowed  
me to get much needed sleep while  

she was on duty. Thank you for 
sending them to us.” Sheila H.

(650) 328-1001 • www.careindeed.com  •  890 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025

“I would l
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

W
eeks after drone 
pilots from the Men-
lo Park Fire Protec-

tion District provided the pub-
lic with detailed aerial views of 
properties damaged by a wild-
fire in and around Redding, 
plans are now afoot to conduct 
aerial surveys of the fire dis-
trict to determine exactly what 
is on the ground, as well as the 
moisture content of vegetation, 
including tree canopies.

The district has an inter-
est in exactly what burns in a 
fire, district Fire Chief Har-
old Schapelhouman told The 
Almanac. For example, when 
looking down at a shed using 
a standard Google Earth map, 
“you just can’t make it out,” he 
said.

As for vegetation moisture 
levels, dead or dying trees are 
fuel for fires, and their prox-
imity to a structure can deter-
mine whether that structure is 
consumed by f lames or spared, 
Schapelhouman said.

The technology that could be 
used to perform these surveys 
— there could be several per 
year, Schapelhouman said — is 
in f lux.

At first, based on a conversa-
tion with the drone crews, dis-
trict officials were thinking of 
f lying its drones at an altitude 
of 200 feet to read moisture 
levels and take high-resolution 
photos, Schapelhouman said.

To capture the entire district 
— Atherton, Menlo Park, East 
Palo Alto and adjacent unin-
corporated areas — the drones 
would do what was done above 
the damaged parcels in and 
around Redding: make con-
secutive passes over the area in 
the manner of tractors plowing 
a field.
 Such a project, with drones 
f lying over homes, would be 
likely to raise privacy concerns 
among residents.
 A few days later, in another 
interview with The Almanac 
and after more conversation 
with drone crews, Schapel-
houman distanced the district 
from a drone-based survey. 
“It’s off the table, for now,” he 
said. “We’re going to explore 
(satellite surveys) with Google 
first. It depends on what reso-
lution they have. ... We’re going 
to try and work through them 
first to see if we could get what 
we need.”
 Moisture levels would be 
rendered as a color-coded map 
of the district, he said.

 High-resolution photos, in 
addition to giving firefighters 
clues about what a fire con-
sumes, can provide before-
and-after views of destroyed 
parcels, as was done after 
the 2017 fire in Santa Rosa, 
Schapelhouman said.
 Satellite surveys, if done 
through Google, could come at 
no cost to the district, Schapel-
houman said, noting the com-
pany has, at times in the past, 
not charged the fire district for 
services. Google has provided 
free satellite images associated 
with a tornado in Kansas and 
images of the gas main explo-
sion in San Bruno, he said. 
And on several occasions, 
the company sought the fire 
district’s opinion on ideas to 
help people obtain information 
after a disaster.

Moisture content
A survey of the moisture 

content of vegetation would 
focus on wooded areas, includ-
ing the tree-lined streets of 
Atherton and Menlo Park. 
“Atherton and Menlo Park have 
huge tree canopies,” Schapel-
houman said. “We’ve never 
looked at the health of the tree 
canopies.”

A color-coded map would 
enable the district to “focus on 
where the dead and the dying 
(are),” along with vegetation in 
need of trimming.

Highly developed urban 
areas, such as parts of East 
Palo Alto and unincorporated 
North Fair Oaks, could be 
skipped, he said. “When you 
don’t have the vegetation, you 
don’t really need to do it,” he 
said.
 The moisture-content sur-
veys would likely be done in 
the spring, ahead of the Fourth 
of July and its potential for 
illegal fireworks, and before 
the winter, since fire season in 
California is now a year-round 
phenomenon, he said.
 If data on moisture content 
is unavailable from satellite 
sources, the district might try 
using a drone to take aerial 
photos, he said, noting that a 
test run could help in under-
standing the value of such a 
survey. “I (don’t) know any-
body that’s done it,” he added. 
“I wish I had someone to go 
talk to and ask.”
 Schapelhouman noted that 
staff can conduct such surveys 
of the district without first 
running the idea past the dis-
trict’s governing board.
 Any such survey would be 
advertised in advance, he said. A

Menlo fire staff wants 
aerial maps of district
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PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run
For more information and to register:

A BENEFIT EVENT FOR LOCAL NON-PROFITS  

SUPPORTING KIDS & FAMILIES

Friday, Sept. 21, 2018

10K Run

CORPORATE SPONSORS:

Great event  

for kids  

and families

PRESENTED BY:

34th Annual

Moonlight
Run & Walk

Palo Alto Weekly

At Palo Alto Baylands
Presented by City of Palo Alto

5K Run & Walk NEW  

COURSE! 

Half MarathonNEW!

  NEW  
THIS YEAR:  

HALF MARATHON
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NOTICE REQUESTING BIDS

WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION - NEW METAL 
STORAGE BUILDING

Sealed proposals for the Design and Construction - New Metal Storage Building project will be 
received at the West Bay Sanitary District, 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, California 94025 until 
2:00 PM on Wednesday, October 10, 2018 at which time they will be publicly opened and read. 
Bids shall be labeled "West Bay Sanitary District, Proposal for “Design and Construction - New 
Metal Storage Building."
The Work will include the furnishing of all labor, materials, tools, equipment, services, facilities, 
and other appurtenances for the Design and Construction of a New Metal Storage Building in the 
City of Menlo Park.  The work includes, but is not limited to, design and construction of new metal 
storage building and foundation, installation of skylight panels, roof ventilators, overhead doors, 
personnel entry doors, and other appurtenances; and excavation, grading, and construction of 
new improvements. 
The contract documents may be inspected at the office of the West Bay Sanitary District; San 
Francisco Builders Exchange, Attn: Deanna Johnson, 850 So. Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 
California 94110; Peninsula Builders Exchange, Attn: Andrea Nettles, 737A Industrial Road, San 
Carlos, California 94070; Santa Clara Builders Exchange, Attn: Kanani Fonseca, 400 Reed Street, 
Santa Clara, California 95050; Builders Exchange of Alameda, Attn: Richard Owen, 3055 Alvarado 
Street, San Leandro, California 94577; Construction Bidboard Incorporated, Attn: Plan Room, 
11622 El Camino Real, Suite 100, San Diego, CA 92130; and, Contra Costa Builders Exchange, 
Attn: April Hamilton, 2440 Stanwell Drive, Suite B, Concord, California 94520.
Copies of the Contract Documents may be obtained at the office of the West Bay Sanitary District 
upon payment of a check or money order in the amount of $50.00 for each set. The check or 
money order must be issued to the West Bay Sanitary District. All payments are nonrefundable.
A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at 11:00 am on Wednesday, September 12, 2018 
at the West Bay Sanitary District Flow Equalization and Resource Recovery Facility located at 
1700 Marsh Road in Menlo Park, California.
Each bid proposal shall be accompanied by a certified or cashier's check or a proposal guaranty 
bond payable to the order of the West Bay Sanitary District in an amount not less than ten percent 
(10%) of the amount of the bid as a guaranty that the bidder will execute the contract if it be 
awarded to him in conformity with the proposal. The successful bidder will be required to furnish a 
performance bond in an amount not less than one hundred percent (100%) of the contract price and 
a labor and material bond in an amount equal to one hundred percent (100%) of the contract price.
The District ("Owner") reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to determine which proposal 
is, in the judgment of the District, the lowest responsible bid of a responsible bidder or group of 
bidders and which proposal should be accepted in the best interest of the District. The District 
also reserves the right to waive any informalities in any proposal or bid.
Bid proposals received after the time announced for the opening will not be considered. No 
bidder may withdraw his proposal after the time announced for the opening, or before award and 
execution of the contract, unless the award is delayed for a period exceeding forty-five (45) days.
Pursuant to the provisions of Public Contract Code Section 22300, and upon the request and 
at the expense of the Contractor, securities equivalent to the amount withheld by the District 
to insure performance under the Contract may be deposited with the District, or with a state or 
federally chartered bank as escrow agent who shall deliver such securities to the Contractor upon 
satisfactory completion of the contract. Only those securities listed in Government Code Section 
16430 or other securities approved by the District are eligible for deposit. The deposit of securities 
with an escrow agent or the District shall be made in the form and on such terms and conditions 
as the District may require to protect the interest of the District in the event of the Contractor's 
default. The Contractor shall be the beneficial owner of any securities that are deposited and shall 
receive any interest thereon.
Pertaining to Sections 1770, 1773, and 1773.1 of the California Labor Code the successful bidder 
shall pay not less than the prevailing rate of per diem wages as determined by the Director of the 
California Department of Industrial Relations. Copies of such prevailing rates are on file at the 
District office of the West Bay Sanitary District and which copies shall be made available to any 
interested party on request. The successful bidder shall post a copy of such determinations at 
each job site.
In accordance with the provisions of California Public Contract Code Section 3300, the District 
has determined that the Contractor shall possess a valid Class B License or a combination of 
Class C-39 "Roofing Contractor," C-43 "Sheet Metal Contractor" and C-54 "Structural Steel 
Contractor" licenses at the time this contract is awarded. Failure to possess the specified 
license(s) shall render the bid as non-responsive and shall act as a bar to award of the contract 
to any bidder not possessing said license(s) at the time of award.

West Bay Sanitary District
Board of Directors
San Mateo County, 
California
/s/   Phil Scott                       
District Manager
Dated:        July 31, 2018    

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
20-month-old child was 
in critical condition at 
Lucile Packard Chil-

dren’s Hospital at Stanford 
on Monday, Aug. 27, after a 
26-year-old man struck the 
toddler with his car on Sunday 
evening, Aug. 26, in a private 
driveway in the 200 block of 
Willow Road in Menlo Park, 
police said.

Hospital staff members said 
they expected the child to sur-
vive, according to an Aug. 27  
statement from the Menlo Park 
Police Department.

The child was riding a toy 
vehicle between 6:30 and 6:40 
p.m. when the collision with 

a Ford Fusion occurred in the 
driveway as the driver had his 
car in reverse, police said. The 
driver did not see the child, 
police said. The collision took 
place about 30 feet from the 
public road.

The family took the child to 
the hospital, and police said 
they learned of the incident 
at about 8 p.m. from hospital 
staff. Investigators went to the 
hospital and to the scene of the 
incident, police said.

The driver, whom police did 
not identify except to say that 
he is related to the child, is 
cooperating in the investiga-
tion of the incident, police 
said, adding that drugs and 
alcohol were not a factor in the 
incident. A

The 79-year-old Menlo Park 
man found dead in an alley 
near his home on Sunday, Aug. 
26, has been identified as Ken-
neth Chou, according to the 
San Mateo County Coroner’s 
Office and the Menlo Park 
Police Department.

Officers responded at about 
8:30 a.m. Sunday to a report 
of a man lying in an alley near 
his home in the 1100 block of 
Willow Road. Officers found 
him with a visible head wound, 
according to a police depart-
ment statement. He was pro-
nounced dead by emergency 
medical personnel at the scene.

Though there is no evidence 
of foul play, the Menlo Park 

Police patrol and detectives’ 
units, San Mateo County Dis-
trict Attorney’s investigators, 
crime lab investigators and the 
county Coroner’s Office have 
launched a joint investigation 
into the death.

Menlo Park Police spokes-
woman Nicole Acker said in 
an email on Monday morn-
ing that the Coroner’s Office 
will be conducting an autopsy 
Tuesday, adding that was all 
the new information she could 
provide. The investigation is 
ongoing, she said.

Anyone with information 
regarding the matter can con-
tact the Menlo Park Police 
Department Detective Unit. 

The recent eruption of the 
Kilauea volcano on the big 
island of Hawaii will be the topic 
of a US Geological Survey pub-
lic lecture by geophysicist Kyle 
Anderson on Thursday, Aug. 30.

Part of the USGS Menlo Park 
monthly lecture series, the talk 
starts at 7 p.m. in Building 3, in 
the 2nd floor Rambo Audito-
rium, 345 Middlefield Road. 

The lecture, titled “What on 
Earth is going on at Kilauea Vol-
cano,” will include discussion of 

some of the unique aspects of 
the recent activity, including the 
first significant summit explo-
sions in nearly a century, the 
largest summit collapse volume 
since at least 1800 and volumi-
nous fissure eruptions that fed 
the flow of a channel of lava to 
the ocean. 

At is.gd/ALM_USGS see a 
recent Almanac article about 
Anderson and other members of 
the USGS team who have been 
studying the Hawaiian volcano.

Toddler struck by car 
in private driveway 
expected to survive

Menlo Park man found 
dead in alley identified

Thursday: Public lecture  
on Kilauea volcano

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our daily e-edition.  

Go to AlmanacNews.com to sign up. 
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These reports are from the Menlo 
Park and Atherton police depart-
ments and the San Mateo County 
Sheriff’s Office. Under the law, 
people charged with offenses are 
considered innocent unless con-
victed. Police received the reports 
on the dates shown.

ATHERTON
Thefts:

 The owners of two unlocked 
vehicles parked on Greenoaks 
Drive reported to police the theft of 
sunglasses and camera equipment. 
Estimated losses: items valued at 
$1,365 from one vehicle and $3,235 
from the other. Aug. 6.

 A resident of Manzanita Road told 
police that someone stole $160 in 
cash and $600 in travelers checks. 
The resident made the discovery 
one day after having guests over for 
dinner, and no one else had been 
on the property on that day, police 
said. Aug. 6.

MENLO PARK
Thefts:

 Police arrested and released a 
transient woman on suspicion that 
she shoplifted food and cosmetic 
wipes from Walgreens on Santa 
Cruz Avenue. A woman fled the 
store after employees confronted 
her, but she was detained a short 
distance away, police said. Police 
found the allegedly stolen items 
in her bags. The woman was on 

probation at the time of her arrest, 
police said. Aug. 23.

 Police arrested and booked, with-
out incident, a 24-year-old Redwood 
City man on suspicion of shoplifting 
food and wine from the Safeway at 
525 El Camino Real. The man fled the 
store when confronted by employees, 
but police picked him up a short dis-
tance away and say they found stolen 
items in his backpack.  The man was 
on probation at the time of his arrest, 
police said. Aug. 23.

 A resident of San Mateo Drive 
told police that she suspects a 
woman seen walking in her drive-
way may have stolen a package 
from her porch. The resident said 
the woman had something in her 
hand, but that she could not tell 
what it was, and that she had not 
been expecting any deliveries. 
It’s unknown whether there were 
losses. Aug. 23.
Trespassing: Police arrested 
and booked a 46-year-old San 
Jose man after he locked himself 
in the bathroom at Peet’s Coffee 
& Tea at 515 El Camino Real and 
refused to come out despite several 
requests by employees. The man 
also refused “numerous legal com-
mands” from police officers. When 
he finally did make his exit, he was 
arrested on suspicion of trespass-
ing and obstructing a police officer. 
Aug. 23.

 POLICE CALLS

An estimated 100-plus people 
came out to Burgess Park on 
Saturday, Aug. 25, for the Paws 
for Paws event sponsored by 
the Menlo Park Police Founda-
tion, which included a fundrais-
ing walk, demonstrations, food 
trucks and raffles.

In addition to the pictured 
demonstration of Hardy appre-
hending a “criminal” on com-
mand, the demos also featured 
Menlo Park K-9 Officer Duke, 
who sniffed out drugs stashed 
in a car, and search and rescue 
dogs from the San Francisco Fire 
Department. 

Menlo Park Police Chief 
Dave Bertini was master of 
ceremonies.

Working dogs weren’t the only 
canines present: Dog owners 
were invited to bring their pets 
along to enjoy the summer’s day, 
and the park with filled with 
canines of all types and sizes.

The event was a fundraiser for 
the police department’s K-9 pro-
gram, scholarships that support 
victims of crime, and programs 
that fund youth-related commu-
nity sports.

Dogs are in the limelight at 
Paws for Paws community event

Photo by Robert Most

Hardy, the K-9 cop, displayed aerial ability as well as his skills at 
apprehension during the Paws for Paws fundraising event. His handler, 
Menlo Park Police Officer Manny Torres, was close by to steady a 
very well-padded faux criminal in the demo.
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By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Menlo Park Fire Pro-
tection District board last 
week agreed to reject eight 

findings and four recommended 
actions in a recent San Mateo 
County Civil Grand Jury report 
critical of the district. 

The board agreed to imple-
ment six other recommended 
actions from the report, including 

developing a strategic plan and 
updating a fire station location 
and land acquisition plan. 

“We respectfully disagree” with 
some of the report’s conclusions, 
Fire Chief Harold Schapelhou-
man said, “and we agree with far 
more than we disagree with.” 

The board rejected more than 
40 percent of the report’s conclu-
sions: four of 10 recommended 
actions and eight of 19 findings.

Fire board member Virginia 
Chang Kiraly was not at the 
meeting.

Defending ourselves
Perhaps the most heartfelt argu-

ments against the grand jury 
report came when the fire board 
had moved to another item at its 
Aug. 21 meeting. 

“It seems like we’re defend-
ing ourselves instead of being 
allowed to celebrate the fact that 
we’ve done a good job,” said 
Schapelhouman after cataloging 
how the district has hired 30 new 
employees, finished two new fire 
stations, bought multiple proper-
ties and put many new emergency 
response vehicles into service in 
the past four years. 

“What most people would want 
to achieve in 30 years, we’ve just 
achieved in four,” he said. 

One of the report’s main criti-
cisms is that the district is doing 
all those things without a strategic 
plan to guide it, as much of the 
area it serves -- Menlo Park, East 
Palo Alto, Atherton and adjoining 
county areas -- rapidly grows. 

“Yes,” Schapelhouman said, “we 
don’t have a strategic plan, but 
we’ll get there.” 

The district has until Oct. 10 to 
respond to the report. The district 
must explain any disagreement 
with the report’s findings or 
failure to implement recommend-
ed actions. The 2018-19 grand 
jury will review the district’s 
responses. 

Schapelhouman said he will 
return to the board with a draft 
of the responses for review and 
approval on Sept. 18. 

Impact fees 
 Several of the report’s conclu-

sions regard impact fees. One 
recommended action was that 
if the district needs to charge 
developers impact fees, it should 
provide the jurisdictions the dis-
trict serves enough information 
to convince them to implement 
those fees by the end of 2019.

“This (recommendation) 
assumes we have impact fees 
because we need the money,” 
Director Peter Carpenter said. 
“It’s not true that we don’t have 
the money. Impact fees are trying 
to get developers to pay their own 
way. I don’t think we should use 
the taxpayers’ money to pay for 
Facebook.” 

The board also disagreed with 
the recommendation to talk to 
officials in the jurisdictions it cov-
ers “to evaluate if impact fees on 
new development are necessary 
to adequately fund district opera-
tions in future years” by the end of 
this year. 

The board and chief also 

disagreed with the finding that 
because the district does not 
have “a strategic plan, associ-
ated financial analysis, and land 
acquisition plan,” it “was unable 
to persuade” the jurisdictions it 
covers “to adopt impact fees on 
new residential and commercial 
developments.” 

Carpenter instead blamed 
Atherton City Manager George 
Rodericks and Menlo Park 
City Manager Alex McIntyre 
for derailing the fire district’s 
attempts to impose impact fees. 
“These two individuals colluded 
to say we’re not going to let the fire 
district do this,” he said. 

Impact fees must be imposed 
by the jurisdictions the fire dis-
trict serves and passed back to 
the district. The district gave up 
negotiating to get Menlo Park, 
Atherton, East Palo Alto and San 
Mateo County to adopt the fees 
after their officials started asking 
for more information about the 
district’s need for the money. 

Instead, the district has been 
negotiating directly with devel-
opers for payments, a practice the 
grand jury faulted. 

Three other findings and a 
recommended action the district 
rejected have to do with Facebook 
payments to the district. The 
grand jury report says by solicit-
ing or accepting donations from 
a business “subject to inspec-
tion and regulation” by district 
employees, the fire district “has 
created the possible appearance of 
favorable treatment or disparate 
application of rules or laws.” 

“This is a totally fallacious 
assumption,” said Schapelhou-
man. “These are not donations.” 

The district’s attorney, Tim 
Cremin, noted that “the word 
donation is not in the agreement” 
the district has with Facebook. 

So far, Schapelhouman told 
The Almanac, Facebook has paid 
the district $689,250 in negoti-
ated impact fees in addition to 
$746,000 in building permit, 
plan check and inspection fees. 
Facebook will pay additional fire 
district impact fees with future 
development. 

Facebook is paying the full cost 
for a district fire inspector and 
half a plan checker for at least two 
years. In return, it is promised 
inspections within 24 hours of 
requests (even during off hours 
and days), a one-week turnaround 
of minor tenant improvement 
plans and a three-week turn-
around of other plans. 

The grand jury recommenda-
tion that the district should adopt 
a policy “not to pursue or accept 
donations from any private entity 
over which it exercises any official 
powers, such as building or plan 
inspection, or enforcement of 
any law or regulation” by the end 
of 2018 was also opposed by the 
board. 

Schapelhouman told the board 
earlier in the meeting that the 
district is still negotiating with 
Facebook and may “embed” a fire 
district emergency planner on the 
Facebook campus . 

Atherton home purchase
The board disagreed with two 

findings concerning a February 
2017 report by consulting firm 
Citygate. One finding said City-
gate recommended the district 
look for a new location for its 
Atherton fire station before mak-
ing a final decision on moving the 
Atherton and North Fair Oaks 
stations. 

Board members did not discuss 
the finding, but on page 13 the 
Citygate report says exactly what 
the grand jury report says: “Before 
making final site decisions on Sta-
tions #3 (Atherton) and #5 (North 
Fair Oaks), Citygate recommends 
the District try to find an accept-
able parcel to move Station #3.” 

The district also rejected the 
finding that “notwithstanding the 
Citygate recommendation,” the 
district purchased a home next 
door to the station “reportedly to 
eventually expand the station.” 

The district bought a home 
next to the Atherton station for 
$4.6 million a few months after 
approving the Citygate report.

Carpenter said the Citygate 
report assumed “that we would 
never be able to expand Station 3.” 

Accreditation
The final two findings and 

recommended action the district 
rejected concern accreditation. 
One says the district has not “pro-
gressed beyond the first phase of 
the accreditation process since 
2011.” 

Fire board President Chuck 
Bernstein said he agreed with the 
statement, but no other board 
members spoke up. 

“We have made progress, but we 
have not progressed beyond the 
first phase,” he said. 

The second finding says the 
district’s “management and gov-
ernance structure has not dem-
onstrated the ability to balance 
ongoing emergency response 
responsibilities with administra-
tive and planning functions” 
which has delayed “completing 
a strategic plan and achieving 
accreditation.” 

“I adamantly disagree with this 
statement,” Carpenter said. “We 
do it every day, we do it every 
month.” 

The district is now working 
on an accreditation plan, but the 
board and chief disagreed with 
the recommendation that the 
district commit to completing the 
process by the end of 2019, saying 
it would take longer than that. 

At is.gd/ALM_Jury see a longer 
version of this story, including a 
complete list of the grand jury 
recommzendations the fire dis-
trict agrees to comply with. A

N E W S

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
765 Portola Road

Portola Valley, CA 94028

NOTICE OF CANCELLED NOVEMBER 6, 2018  
ELECTION FOR TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that because the number of persons running 
for Town Council does not exceed the number of offices to be filled at the 
general election scheduled for November 6, 2018, and there is no other 
matter on the ballot, the Town Council of the Town of Portola Valley, at 
its August 22, 2018 meeting, cancelled the November 6, 2018 election.  

Sharon Hanlon
Clerk of the Town of Portola Valley

August 23, 2018

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Lois Q. Shellworth
May 16, 1928 – August 8, 2018

Lois Q. Shellworth, a resident 
of Atherton, CA for 48 years, died 
August 8.  She was 90.

Lois Jeanne Queirolo was born 
in Oakland, CA, and spent her 
childhood in San Francisco in the 
Crocker-Amazon neighborhood.  
She attended Corpus Christi 
School and Notre Dame High 
School. After high school, she 
enrolled in the University of 
California, Berkeley where she 
was a member of the Delta Delta 
Delta Sorority.  After college, she 
worked at the Leo J. Meyberg Co, a wholesale distributor for 
radio, T.V., and appliances.

Lois met her husband, Tom Shellworth, in San Francisco and 
they were married in 1955.  While raising their three children 
she was very involved in their school activities and events, and 
in her church community of St Denis.  Lois, a loving mother 
and wife, treasured her time with her family and traveled 
extensively with her husband.  Her wish was that the closeness 
and caring that characterized her family be nurtured forever in 
her children and grandchildren.  This is the legacy of her faith 
and family.

Lois was preceded in death by her husband, Tom.  They were 
married 50 years.  Lois is survived by her children, Thomas 
Jr. (Debbie) of Vacaville, Susan Hull (Sandy) of Laguna Hills, 
and Peter (Elizabeth) of Clovis, and eight grandchildren, Bill 
Hull (Nicole), Patrick Hull, Bobby Shellworth, Joe Shellworth, 
Charlie Hull, Sally Shellworth, Danny Shellworth and Mary 
Kate Shellworth, and two great grandchildren, Amelia and 
John Hull.

On Friday, August 31, at 11 a.m. a memorial mass is scheduled 
at St. Denis Church, 2250 Avy Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025.

Fire board accepts some, rejects other 
civil grand jury recommendations
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F
resh back from measuring ice 
melt in the Arctic, Carol Son-
tag is not only alarmed about 
climate change, she’s doing 
something about it.

It took her more than a day to get 
from her home in Portola Valley to  
the tundra last month, where she per-
formed two days of testing, but she 
found the trip was well worth it because 
it reinforced her faith in the work of fel-
low Portola Valley resident Leslie Field. 

A University of California-Berkeley, 
and MIT-trained engineer, Field runs 
the nonprofit Ice911 in Menlo Park. 
For 12 years the company has been 
experimenting with spreading layers of 
reflective sand on top of ice in the Sierra 
Nevada, Minnesota and Alaska to try 
to slow down the melting process and 
promote ice build up. 

Sontag is a nurse at Palo Alto Unified 
School District, where over the years 
she has noticed more and more students 
are reliant on EpiPens and inhalers. She 
believes the uptick in endocrine and 
respiratory illnesses is related to climate 
change. Extreme weather events, for 
example, can lead to wildfires, which 
in turn impact air quality. 

The documentary “An Inconvenient 
Truth” prompted her family to install 
solar panels, drive hybrid cars, and 
recycle, but Sontag decided she wanted 
to be an even better steward of the 
earth. When she heard about Field’s 
hands-on approach to tackling global 
warming, Sontag got excited — and 
involved.

She now serves on Ice911’s governing 
board, and wrote this account about 
her recent research trip with Field, an 
inventor with 54 U.S. patents whose 
doctorate in electrical engineering was 
earned from UC-Berkeley:

Journey to the North
On July 10 I am sitting on a plane 

bound for Utqiagvik, Alaska (formerly 
known as Barrow), chosen as an Ice911 
test site for the deployment of its reflec-
tive silica sand. Climate modeling has 
shown great promise for Leslie Field’s 

solutions, and the team currently uses 
several buoys to monitor the thickness 
and reflectivity of the ice on the North 
Slope of Alaska close to this town.
 Total travel time door-to-door has 
been close to 30 hours, and as our plane 
flies over the Arctic I can see first-hand 
the thinning ice.
 We touch down on a runway sur-
rounded by Arctic on one side and bay 
on the other. The sun is bright, the sky 
a beautiful blue with crisp cool air. 
 We stop at Ukpeagvik Inupiat Corpo-
ration research facility to grab our keys 
to the research dormitory, which hous-
es scientists from all over the world. 
Some test carbon dioxide or methane 
levels, others are more interested in 
Arctic plant and wildlife, but all share 
a concern for what is happening to our 
Earth. The large communal kitchen 
and dining area allow scientists to talk 
and exchange ideas and research.
 We place our belongings in our rooms 
and don high waterproof boots and 
warm clothing to set out through the 
spongy, partially frozen, boggy tundra. 
At first the yellow tundra looks barren 
and desolate, but the moment we step 
into this vast expanse we can see it is 
teeming with life. Lemmings, hares, 
birds of all types are visible, and various 
insects buzz our ears as a snowy owl 
swoops down to capture prey. Polar 
bears are at sea ice hunting, but they 
will soon return to land when the ice is 
no longer thick enough to support their 
weight, or isn’t close enough to shore. 
Arctic fox and Caribou also call this 
place home.
 As we hike to the Ice911 test site 
I think about how much better the 
weather conditions are today, with a 
high of 38 degrees, compared with the 
previous trips this year. Two areas at the 
lake, each roughly the size of a football 
field, were treated in March and April, 
when temperatures ranged between -20 
and 5 degrees. Instead of walking, team 
members used snowmobiles then and 
looked out for polar bears. As beautiful 
as these creatures are, we don’t want 
to come in contact with bears that are 

indiscriminate in what they eat.
 After an hour of hiking, we arrive at 
the lake, which the town has permitted 
to serve as a test site for three years. In 
past seasons supercomputer modeling 
results at this location have shown a 
slowdown in the melt and even some 
restoration of the ice that has been lost 
due to rising carbon dioxide levels and 
increased temperatures in the Arctic.
 Our primary goal is to look for indica-
tors that the test site’s reflective sand is 
shielding the ice and slowing down the 
melting process. We carefully packed in 
a drone named “Maverick” to the North 
Meadow Lake. The drone flew over the 
control and experimental fields to look 
at ice albedo or reflectivity.
 By recording and analyzing the 
drone footage, Ice911 research scientist 
Roman Decca is able to determine that 

the reflectivity of the experimentally 
treated ice is greater than the control 
area. This confirms what computer 
modeling has shown from earlier test-
ing and is extremely important in the 
world of climate change since the loss 
of much of the old reflective polar ice 
has caused the Earth’s temperatures to 
rise. If we can restore the reflectivity of 
the ice, it will have a positive impact on 
the Arctic.
 Next we check on some buoys placed 
to gather data during the winter and 
spring months in the Arctic, when con-
ditions are at their most challenging.  
 Over two days we photograph the test 
site, measure the lake’s size, and gather 
samples of soil, water, ice and reflective 
material. On our final day we are met 

Portola Valley residents find promise in 
Arctic ice melt research

By Kate Daly  Special to the Almanac

Photo by Carol Sontag

Leslie Field and Ice911 research scientist Roman Decca collect samples in the 
Arctic during the research trip in July.

Above: Carol Sontag visits Point Barrow at the end of her trip 
to Alaska. Photo by Roman Decca. In background photo: A view of 
the test site at North Meadow Lake. Photo by Carol Sontag.

Continued on next page
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with menacing clouds of mos-
quitoes recently hatched in the 
Arctic melt ponds.
 When we return with our 
samples, data and video to the 
research facility, I calculate that 
I have slept 12 hours in the last 
three days, but the enduring 
Arctic sun tricks me into believ-
ing that sleep is unnecessary and 
keeps me moving forward. 
 The townspeople have come 
to know and respect the work 
of Leslie Field and acknowledge 
her with a smile or a nod when 
they see her at one of the few 
restaurants or pushing a grocery 
cart at the store. They too are 
facing consequences of sea ice 
loss with increased flooding, loss 
of coastal land and thawing of 
permafrost, which causes desta-
bilization of roads and buildings.
 The presence of climate sci-
entists reassures residents of 
this small town, with an average 
elevation of 15 feet above sea 
level, that they are not alone and 
someone is working on finding 
solutions.
 We drive to the tip of Point 
Barrow, the northernmost point 

of the United States. The sea is 
scattered with icebergs floating 
in a still ocean. It is a perfect 
ending to a quick trip, and we 
relish the few hours taking pho-
tos and talking to locals before 
we board our flight home.

Fundraiser
 Ice911 is hosting a fundraiser 
on Thursday, Aug. 30, from 6 
to 9 p.m. at Thomas Fogarty 

Winery in Woodside. 
 Go to tinyurl.com/icerestore30 
to buy tickets for Restore the 
Arctic, Restore the Climate. A
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Continued from previous page 
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A flowering plant found in the Artic tundra.

About the cover: Carol Sontag 

at Point Barrow during her July 

research visit. Photo by Roman 

Decca.

Visit us at www.avenidas.org/care

first week FREE!

Concerned about your aging  
loved one during the day? 

For details and to schedule a tour, call (650) 289-5499.

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com  |  TheAlmanacOnline.com  |  MountainViewOnline.com

Embarcadero Media is an independent multimedia news organization 
with over 35 years of providing award-winning local news, 
community information and entertainment to the Midpeninsula. 

We are always looking for talented and creative people interested 
in joining our efforts to produce outstanding journalism and results 
for our advertisers through print and online.

We currently have the following positions open 
for talented and outgoing individuals:

•  Accounts Receivable - Business Associate  Manage client 
invoicing, payments and collections. Communicate with advertisers, 
work with the sales team to resolve billing questions and aid the 
accounting staff.

•  Graphic Designer  Creation/production of print and online ads, 
including editorial layout, in a fast-paced environment. Publishing 
experience and video editing a plus, highly-motivated entry-level 
considered.

•  Digital Sales Account Representative  Prospect and sell local 
businesses in our markets who have needs to brand and promote 
their businesses or events using our full-suite of digital solutions. 
Responsibilities include excellent sales and closing skills on the 
phone, preparing proposals, maintaining a weekly sales pipeline 
and ability to hit deadlines and work well under pressure. Sales 
experience is a plus, but we will consider well-qualified candidates 
with a passion to succeed.

•  Multimedia Visual Journalist  Shoot photographs and video in 
Mountain View, Menlo Park and nearby communities including 
general and breaking news, features, portraits, lifestyle/food and 
special projects on a daily basis for print, online and social media. 
Create compelling stories with photos, video and audio with a 
strong emphasis on visual storytelling.

We’re looking for talented,  
highly-motivated and dynamic people

Join our team!

For more information visit:  
http://embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

More than 400 cyclists from 
all over the Bay Area took part 
in the 15th Tour de Menlo 
bicycle ride on Aug. 18 — a fun-
draiser for need-based college 
scholarships and The Alma-
nac’s Holiday Fund. 

The ride is co-sponsored by 
The Almanac and the Rotary 
Club of Menlo Park Founda-
tion, which awards $125,000 in 
scholarships to students who 
cannot afford to go to college 

on their own.
This year’s scholars were 

students at Eastside College 
Prep, Menlo-Atherton High 
School, and Sacred Heart Prep. 
In almost all cases, the students 
will be the first in their family 
to attend college.

This year’s bike ride fea-
tured three routes, with various 
amounts of hill-climbing. The 
longer ride went to Belmont 
and returned to the Portola 

Valley Fire Station rest stop, 
and then on to Los Altos 
and the Madrone park site in 
Stevens Canyon. The shorter 
routes also traversed Los Altos 
and turned around at the 
Madrone park rest stop. 

Ride chairman Tom Gib-
boney, who co-founded the ride 
in 2004 with Dick Givens, said 
he was happy with the turnout, 
which was up nearly 50 riders 
from last year. 

Tour de Menlo riders raise  
funds for scholarships

Courtesy of Tour de Menlo

Riders roll along during the Aug. 18 Tour de Menlo event.
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*RethinkWaste service areas: Atherton, Belmont, Burlingame, East Palo Alto, Foster City, Hillsborough, Menlo Park,  
Redwood City, San Carlos, San Mateo, parts of Unincorporated San Mateo County, and West Bay Sanitary District.
Single family homes are 4 units or less.

By Kate Daly
Special to The Almanac

‘P
apa” was the first word to 
come out of Bilal’s mouth 
on that momentous day in 

August. Few thought the 11-year-
old Afghan refugee would ever 
speak, but with a team of audiolo-
gists at Pacific Hearing Service in 
Menlo Park advocating for him, 
he started uttering sounds. 

His father cried, and the audi-
ologists got emotional too, know-
ing what a confluence of unusual 
circumstances led to this mirac-
ulous moment for a boy who has 
suffered from severe hearing loss 
since he was a baby. 

Due to his lack of hearing, 
Bilal never went to school in 
Afghanistan, and communi-
cated with his parents and three 
younger sisters by making up his 
own sign language. 

The family resettled in Sac-
ramento last September. When 
Menlo Park audiologist Dr. Jane 
Baxter learned about Bilal’s case 
this summer, she offered to help, 
optimistic that “Bilal will now 
have the opportunity to partici-
pate in school, communicate with 
his family, and we hope, realize 
his potential to lead a full life.” 

In July her team spent several 

hours testing him to see if hear-
ing aids would be a suitable solu-
tion, and helped him get fitted 
for them. He returned in August 
wearing his new hearing aids, 
and after two more hours of 
free follow-up testing, evaluat-
ing, and coaxing, Bilal also said 
“mama,” “up,” and “bye.” 

His father, Ahmad Popal, 
expressed thanks to everyone 
in the Menlo Park office for the 
breakthrough, and willingly 

shared his family’s complicated 
back-story with The Almanac 
because the newspaper played a 
part in making all this possible.

A long journey
Popal considers himself one of 

the lucky ones. After receiving 
death threats from the Taliban, 
he went to the U.S. Embassy in 
Kabul and was able to get his wife 
and children out of the country 
on a special immigrant visa. The 

visa provides a green card and 
pathway to U.S. citizenship for 
people who serve as interpreters, 
translators or “perform sensi-
tive and trusted activities for 
the U.S. government” for at least 
two years, according to the U.S. 
Department of State website.

Popal worked as a supervisor 
at a water and wastewater treat-
ment laboratory for the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers for 
several years. He said he started 
receiving threatening letters 
and phone calls accusing him 
of being an American spy, and 
then his brother-in-law, who had 
worked as a technician, disap-
peared on his way to the market. 

Popal said the Taliban sent 
him a video showing his relative 
being shot after being forced to 
say he was a spy. Popal described 
his brother-in-law’s body “hang-
ing in a tree for a few days.”

After that, Popal recalled his 
office compound being attacked 
by a suicide bomber in a truck, 
and the shock of being a witness 
when “lots of people died.” That 
happened in 2013, and Popal 
still suffers from sleeping prob-
lems related to the trauma.

He is now studying to be a 
medical assistant, and said he is 
especially grateful for the many 

helping hands that have come 
forward to treat Bilal since being 
scammed by “fake doctors” in 
Afghanistan. In that 2009 inci-
dent, Popal saw an advertise-
ment that promised “to help the 
deaf.” He collected $8,000 from 
family members to pay for cor-
rective surgery.

After 45 minutes in the wait-
ing room, the family went to 
check on Bilal and found him 
sitting alone. The “German 
doctors” had taken off with the 
money through the back door.

These days, Popal’s daughter’s 
teacher, Katie Sluis, is at the top 
of his long thank-you list. In June 
the teacher attended a traveling 
art exhibit of pictures made by 
Syrian children living in the 
Zaatari refugee camp in Jordan.

The person who pulled togeth-
er the collection is Maggie 
Conroy, an art therapist who 
volunteered alongside Baxter, 
the Menlo Park audiologist, on 
a humanitarian mission trip to 
Jordan in 2017. Conroy enter-
tained families while they waited 
for audiologists to treat them. 

On that same trip, Conroy met 
the art instructor who works 
with the Syrian refugees. Conroy 

Hearing loss treatment leads to first words for young refugee

See HEARING, page 18

Photo by Jane Baxter

Ahmad Popal waits with his son, Bilal, during a visit to the 
audiologist in Menlo Park.
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brought over a set of their paint-
ings and hung them on the walls 
at Pacific Hearing Service. (The 
Almanac published a cover story 
about this last year, and many 
members of the community 
came to see the art.)
 Audiologist and Pacific Hear-
ing Service co-owner Dr. Debbie 
Clark said that “because of the 
story (The Almanac) did, the art 
exhibit was such a success that 
Maggie was able to take it on the 
road.”
 The first stop was Sacramento, 
where Sluis met Conroy, and 

they talked about Bilal. Con-
roy then called her audiologist 
friends on the Peninsula to 
see if his case could fall under 
the nonprofit branch of their 
business, Pacific Hearing Con-
nection, which usually recycles 
donated equipment and treats 
patients on a sliding scale.
 In July the teacher drove Bilal 
and his father to Menlo Park so 
Bilal could be tested by a medi-
cal team that included Baxter 
and pediatric audiologist Dr. 
Jody Winzelberg, who was at 
Stanford University at the time 
and is now associated with San 
Jose State University. 
 Over several hours their 

assessment showed that Bilal 
has some hearing in both ears; 
they then contacted California 
Children’s Services to speed up 
the process for him to obtain 
hearing aids from Sutter Health.
 Conroy then brought Bilal 
and Popal back to Menlo Park 
in August so the audiologists 
could run more free tests to 
see how well Bilal is processing 
sound with hearing aids. They 
determined he can hear up to 45 
percent in the left ear and up to 
22 percent in the right ear if the 
sound is at the level of a shout.
 The next step is for him to 
get an MRI to understand what 
might have caused his hearing 

loss and complete his diagnosis. 
Winzelberg said he could be a 
candidate for one or two cochle-
ar implants, but a surgeon has 
already warned her that Bilal is 
older than the average cochlear 
implant patient. 
 She also said Bilal might not 
hear well enough with hearing 
aids to learn how to speak clear-
ly, but her conclusion after two 
sessions is, “he’s so stimulable.”
 Audiologists Winzelberg and 
Clark placed their hands and 
his hands on moving lips and 
vibrating voice boxes to dem-
onstrate to Bilal how air and 
parts of the body change when 
different sounds are made. They 

found him to be a fast and eager 
learner, and suggested that he 
aim beyond the special educa-
tion program where he is cur-
rently enrolled and learning 
American Sign Language. 
“Now we have definite goals for 
him, he needs auditory training, 
speech and language training,” 
Winzelberg said.
 As for Conroy, her goal is to 
take the show, Hearing the Call 
Art Initiative, to Indiana, Ari-
zona and New York. She is also 
hoping to visit orphanages in 
Iraq this fall, and to bring back 
more artwork from Jordan so 
she can sell it to help support the 
artists and their families. A

HEARING
continued from page 17

C
hef Greg Kuzia-Carmel, 
who has cooked in some 
of San Francisco’s top 

kitchens, and managing partner 
Logan Levant, former owner of 
Los Angeles’ Buttercake Bak-
ery, are gearing up to open the 
doors of 898 Santa Cruz Ave. by 
Labor Day, Sept. 3.
 They have renovated what 
used to be a steakhouse into 
a modern, comfortable space 
they hope will be approachable 
but also bring a new level of 
dining to Menlo Park.
 “We say we want it to be the 
place you come three days a 
week,” Levant said, standing 
in the nearly finished dining 
room with light pouring in 
from a wall of large windows 
facing University Drive. “You 
join us at the bar one night 
and then for brunch on the 

weekends and (also) to have a 
proper sit-down meal.”
 Kuzia-Carmel and Levant 
met two years ago in an inves-
tor’s kitchen, where Kuzia-Car-
mel was doing private cooking 
for the family Levant had 
known for a while. He was 
thinking about what he wanted 
to do next after his experience 
at the three Michelin-starred 
Quince, Cotogna and Outer-
lands in San Francisco and Per 
Se in New York City; she was 
considering where to pursue a 
new project outside of the over-
saturated Los Angeles market. 
 One thing led to another, 
and eventually they partnered 
with Roland Passot of the 
South Bay’s Left Bank Brasse-
ries and La Folie in San Fran-
cisco. They took over LB Steak 
in downtown Menlo Park after 

it closed in April. 
 Camper will initially be open 
for dinner and later expand to 
lunch and weekend brunch. 
The menu will feature hand-
made pastas, roasted chicken, 
a burger and market-driven 
salads, among other dishes.
  Kuzia-Carmel promises 
plenty of vegan and gluten-free 
options. There will also be a 
kids’ menu. Shawn Gawle, the 
executive pastry chef at Quince 
and Cotogna, and others are 
consulting on the pastry menu.
 “We came to this project 
basically saying, ‘We don’t 
have a concept that we want to 
impinge upon the community; 
we just want to come in here, 
talk to the neighborhood’ ... we 
want this to feel like something 
that was brought about because 
the people asked for it,” Kuzia-
Carmel said. 
 The restaurant’s name alludes 
to the philosophy that everyone 
should leave the restaurant a 
happy camper. It also contains 
references to the restaurant’s 
California cuisine (CA) and 
city location (MP).
 The cocktail menu will offer 
an “eclectic mix of classics as 
well as interesting, fun cre-
ations,” Kuzia-Carmel said. 
The wine menu will have a 
“sustainable mentality” with an 
eye toward “familiar” but inter-
esting bottles as well as some 
rarer, “exceptional” wines.
 As you enter Camper, there 
is a communal table custom-
made from salvaged pista-
chio wood by San Francisco 
woodworker Luke Bartels. The 
communal table, as well as 
the 12-seat bar, will be avail-
able for walk-ins. Most of an 
outdoor patio on Santa Cruz 
Avenue and half of the dining 
room will also be available for 
walk-ins. The full menu will be 
available both at the bar and on 
the patio.
 Famed Heath Ceramics did 
the tilework behind the bar. 
Hidden underneath the bar 
are Silicon Valley-friendly 

electrical outlets and USB 
ports.
 A large private dining room 
can seat up to 60 people. 
Equipped with AV technology 
and a flat screen TV, Kuzia-
Carmel envisions it as a space 
for tech companies to gather, 
hear pitches and hold board 
meetings. When it’s not booked 
for private use, it will be be used 
as additional dining space. 
 The private dining room was 
designed to feel like part of the 
restaurant rather than a sterile 
add-on. One wall is covered in 
wood and another with a mini-
malist mural by San Francisco 
artist Elan Evans.

 “The most important thing 
that we came into this project 
with was to give this property 
a heartbeat,” Kuzia-Carmel 
said. 
 The 4,000-square-foot res-
taurant seats up to 126 people, 
including the private room.
 As the restaurant gets up and 
running, Camper will serve 
dinner, Tuesday through Satur-
day from 5 to 10 p.m. Camper 
will eventually be open Mon-
day through Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m., with “all-day 
brunch” on Sundays. A

Elena Kadvany writes for the 
Palo Alto Weekly, The Alma-
nac’s sister paper.

Serving up  
happy campers

CAMPER OWNERS HOPE TO LIVEN UP  
THE MENLO PARK DINING SCENE 

By Elena Kadvany

Photos courtesy of Eric Wolfinger

The renovated dining room at Camper, which is in the former 
LB Steak location on Santa Cruz Avenue at University Drive.

Ribeye for two will be on the menu.
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By Dave Boyce
Almanac staff writer

I
f you’re in the mood for 
perusing fine art and maybe 
buying a piece or two, 

you’re in luck.
The 55th annual Kings 

Mountain Art Fair — a three-
day celebration of fine arts and 
crafts in the dappled shade of 
a redwood forest — is from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday, Sept. 1, 2 
and 3, at the Kings Mountain 
Fire Station and Community 
Center at 13889 Skyline Blvd. 
in Woodside. Admission is 
free; the food and art are not.

The fair includes the works 
of more than 135 juried artists 
from around the West. The 
artwork includes ceramics, 
clothing, glass, jewelry, leather, 
paintings, photography, sculp-
ture, and textiles and fibers, 
according to the fair’s website. 
Local artists are represented in 
the Mountain Artists section 
of the fair.

Go to kingsmountainartfair.
org and click on the Artists 
link to get an idea of what to 
expect.

Breakfast is available as 
early as 8 a.m. and the menu 

includes eggs, sausage and 
pancakes. For lunch, which 
runs from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., the menu includes burg-
ers, corn on the cob, chili and 
nachos. “Our volunteers at 
the cook shack seek out the 

highest quality ingredients 
every year, like 100 (percent) 
natural beef,” the website says.

Proceeds from the fair ben-
efit Kings Mountain Elemen-
tary School — a three-room 
school that serves kindergarten 

through fifth grade — and the 
Kings Mountain Volunteer 
Fire Brigade. Kings Moun-
tain firefighters face the same 
training and certif ication 
requirements as professionals 
and typically respond to more 

than 300 emergencies a year, 
the website says.

Fair organizers say they are 
working toward a “zero-waste” 
footprint. After the 2017 fair, 
they say they composted 37 
percent of the trash and recy-
cled 45 percent, leaving 18 
percent for the landfill.

The fair location is not 
served by public transporta-
tion, but shuttles serve two 
parking spots along Skyline 
Boulevard if driving from 
the south: at the Purisima 
Creek Redwoods Open Space 
Preserve parking area about 
a mile south of the fair, and 
at the intersection of Kings 
Mountain Road and Skyline. 
If driving in from the north, 
parking will be available at the 
intersection of Ware Road and 
Skyline.

Out of concern for the safety 
of attendees, aside from service 
dogs, pets are not allowed at 
the fair.

As for music, the site lacks a 
venue for an audience, and 
wandering musicians have 
resulted in congestion, the 
website says. Fair officials 
invite the public to “enjoy the 
sounds of the forest.” A
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Matched CareGivers 
is nurse owned and 

operated. Our trained 
caregivers provide personal 

care, bathing, dressing, 
companionship, exercise 
and mobility assistance, 

medication reminders, meal 
planning and preparation 

(including specialized diets), 
transportation and errands, 

coordination of social 
activities, light housekeeping 

and laundry. 

MatchedCareGivers.com

Menlo Park • San Mateo  
San Jose Lic# 414700002

you can count on us to be there.  
Call (650) 839-2273

When someone you care about  
needs assistance... 

Matched  
CareGivers

“There’s no place like home.”

Providing the best  
in home care  

for over 25 years.

Arts fair returns to Woodside for Labor Day weekend

Photo courtesy Kings Mountain Art Fair

Artists from around the West and from the local area will have their work on display for sale at the Kings 
Mountain Arts Fair on Labor Day weekend.

Theater
 The 

Los Altos Stage Company will present “The 
Legend of Georgia McBride,” a comedy about 
an Elvis impersonator who is replaced by a 
B-level drag show. Sept. 6-7, Sept. 12-14, 
Sept. 19-21 and Sept. 26-28, 8 p.m. $18-$22. 
Bus Barn Theatre, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos.

 Pear Theatre presents 
“Northanger Abbey,” adapted by Pear founder 
Diane Tasca from the novel by Jane Austen. 
In this play, Northanger Abbey follows several 
young ladies and gentlemen as they negotiate 
romances, friendships, betrothals and betray-
als. Through Sept. 3, 8 p.m. $15-$35. The Pear 
Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St., Mountain View. 
Search facebook.com/events for more info.

 Award-winning playwriter 
Karen ZacarÌas wrote TheatreWorks’ new 
play “Native Gardens,” a suburban comedy 
about a Latino couple that moves in next to a 
prominent Washington, D.C. family. Conflicts 
over fences and flora escalate into a strong 
dialogue about race, taste, class and privilege. 
Through Sept. 16, times vary. $40-$100. 
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts, 
500 Castro St., Mountain View. theatreworks.
org/201819-season

Concerts 
 Detroit singer Will Russ Jr. will 

sing interpretations and new vocal arrange-
ments as part of the Summer Concert Series. 
Aug. 29, 6:30-8 p.m. Free. Kelly Park, 100 Ter-
minal Ave., Menlo Park. menlopark.org

Festivals & Fairs 
 The eighth 

annual San Francisco Bay Area Lebanese 
Festival will offer Lebanese music, folk dance 
dabke, food and drinks. Sept. 1, 11 a.m.-10 
p.m. Free. Courthouse Square, 2200 Broad-
way St., Redwood City. Search meetup.com 
for more info.

 Year-round 
Thursday farmers market features fresh fruits 
and vegetables, berries, specialty foods, fresh 
artisan baked goods, farm meats and eggs, 
honey, jams, nuts and nut butters, prepared 
foods, hot Roli Roti Chickens, made-to-order 

crepes, tamales, crafts and body products. 
Thursdays, 2-6 p.m. Free. Portola Valley Town 
Center, 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley.

Film
 The Sequoia Union High 

School District Wellness Advisory Council will 
be hosting a free screening of “Angst: Raising 
Awareness Around Anxiety,” which includes 
interviews with swimmer Michael Phelps, 
teens, parents and experts. A student discus-
sion will follow the film and health groups will 
staff resource tables with information. Sept. 6, 
7-8:30 p.m. Free. Woodside High School Per-
forming Arts Center, 199 Churchill Ave., Wood-
side. angst2018woodside.eventbrite.com

Talks & Lectures 
 Bay Area radio journalist 

Angie Coiro will be joined by Nicolette Hahn 
Niman, who will speak about the problems of 
industrialized food production, and Rebekah 
Moses, who leads sustainability and agriculture 
at Impossible Foods. Sept. 4, 7:30-9 p.m. Free. 
Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo 
Park. Search eventbrite.com for more info.

-
 In this series, author and former adjunct 

professor at Berkeley discusses four books 
selected for the spring 2018 seminars, and the 
series is meant to help participants read better 
through entertaining lectures and discussions. 
Select Wednesdays through December, 1-2:30 
p.m. $48, one seminar; $160, complete series. 
Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo 
Park. Search eventbrite.com for more info.

 
Marine wildlife photographer, ocean conser-
vationist and columnist Kim Steinhardt will dis-
cuss his novel, “The Edge: The Pressured Past 
and Precarious Future of California’s Coast.” 
Sept. 6, 7-9 p.m. Free. Books Inc. Palo Alto, 
855 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. booksinc.net

 Kepler’s Books invites a live 
audience to listen in on a recording of a new epi-
sode of “Philosophy Talk.” Hosts Ken Taylor and 
Josh Landy will be joined by cognitive scientist 
Steven Pinker, author of “Enlightenment Now: 
The Case for Reason, Science, Humanism 
and Progress.” Sept. 6, 7-8:30 p.m. $15-$45. 
Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo 
Park. Search eventbrite.com for more info.

 SRI Organon 

Toastmasters helps community members 
become better public speakers and leaders by 
providing a supportive, positive environment 
for practicing communication and leadership 
skills. Guests are welcome to visit and join. 
Tuesdays, year-round. Free. St. Patrick’s Sem-
inary & University, Redon Hall, 320 Middlefield 
Road, Menlo Park. sriorganon.com

-
 In this USGS Evening Public Lecture, 

Kyle Anderson, USGS research geophysicist, 
will discuss the first significant summit explo-
sions in nearly a century and provide a better 
understanding of the volcanic system. Aug. 
30, 7 p.m. Free. U.S Geological Survey, 345 
Middlefield Road, Menlo Park. online.wr.usgs.
gov/calendar

Museums & Exhibits 
 The Cantor Arts 

Center will display Frederic Bruly Bouabre’s 
artwork. The exhibit will show Bouabre’s 
original pictographic alphabet and brightly 
colored postcard-size illustrations. Through 
Feb. 25, times vary. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 
328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. 
museum.stanford.edu/exhibitions

 This exhibition focuses on 
one spectacular work in the Cantor’s collec-
tion — a sowei mask, used by the women-
only Sande Society that is unique to Sierra 
Leone. Ongoing until December; Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays-Sundays 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
and Thursdays 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Free. Cantor 
Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, 
Stanford. museum.stanford.edu/exhibitions

 In 
this exhibition, artist Do Ho Suh uses a chan-
delier, wallpaper and a decorative screen to 
focus attention on issues of migration and 
transnational identity. Through Feb. 25, times 
vary. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita 
Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. museum.
stanford.edu/exhibitions

 The Cantor Arts Center’s newest exhibi-
tion will consider how nature was depicted 
by American artists from the 1880s to 1910, 
an era of unprecedented industrialization and 
urban development. Through landscapes, 
portraits and still lifes, the exhibition will 
delve into the importance of nature for art-
ists and the public. Sept. 5 through Aug. 25, 
2019, times vary. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 

328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. 
museum.stanford.edu/exhibitions

-
 The Portola Art 

Gallery will present “A Traveler’s Impressions,” 
a collection of oil paintings by contemporary 
San Francisco-based artist Oksana Johnson. 
The exhibit focuses on Johnson’s impressions 
from her travels in Europe, Hawaii and Cali-
fornia. Sept.1-29, Mondays-Saturdays, 10:30 
a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor 
Road, Menlo Park.

 The col-
lection hosts docent-led public tours five times 
a week. Ongoing until December 30; Wednes-
days 12:30 p.m., Saturdays 12:30 p.m. and 
2:30 p.m. and Sundays 12:30 p.m. and 2:30 
p.m. Free. Anderson Collection, 314 Lomita 
Drive, Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu 
for more info.

 The Portola 
Art Gallery will present “On the Road in Nova 
Scotia,” paintings by Palo Alto artist Jerry 
Peters. The primary paintings in the show are 
inspired by photos taken on a three-month 
road trip around the U.S. and Canada in 2005. 
Through Aug. 31, 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Por-
tola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor Road, Menlo Park. 
portolaartgallery.com

Business 
 Edu-

cational nonprofit JobTrain will be hosting a 
workshop about the basics of how to effec-
tively use Labor Market Information (LMI) as a 
tool to make informed, accurate decisions and 
how to get a job. Aug. 30, 2-4 p.m. Free. Job-
Train, 1200 O’Brien Drive, Menlo Park. Search 
eventbrite.com for more info.

Religion & Spirituality 
 The program, titled “Living a Rich 

Life: Finding Meaning and Purpose,” will fea-
ture a filmed interview with Christine Garde, a 
woman who left an influential political position 
to launch a gang diversion program by moving 
into an urban gang-infested neighborhood. 
Participants will have the opportunity to dis-
cuss times they have felt fulfillment in their own 
lives. Sept. 5, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Bethany 
Church, 1095 Cloud Ave., West Menlo Park. 
vimeo.com/282368783

 CALENDAR
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By Renee Batti
Almanac Editor

L
ast week, the newsroom 
hosted the first Almanac-
only subscriber event — 

part of a newly launched series of 
discussions called “Inside Local 
Journalism.” The series, which 
aims to engage our readers and 
editorial staff in thoughtful con-
versation, is sponsored by our 
parent company, Embarcadero 
Media, which in addition to The 
Almanac also owns the Palo 
Alto Weekly and the Mountain 
View Voice. (An earlier Inside 
Local Journalism event 
held in June, to which 
subscribers to all three 
papers were invited, 
focused on the 2015 
computer hacking that 
took down Almanac-
News.com and Embar-
cadero’s three other 
websites.)
 The topic of con-
versation at the Aug. 22 event, 
held at the Menlo Park Library, 
couldn’t have been more timely, 
or more important to Almanac 
editors and reporters looking 
ahead to the Nov. 6 election: 
How can we provide Almanac 
readers meaningful coverage 
of the candidates and the issues 
voters will be considering as 
they cast their ballots?
 Readers offered a range of 
helpful suggestions, but one 
theme was stated or implied 
throughout the evening: We 
must insist on civility in our 
public discourse. That plea 
applies in particular to Alma-
nac editors’ monitoring of our 
online forum, Town Square, 
which during election season 
can be a magnet for anonymous 
postings by people whose goal is 
to spread rumors, smear candi-
dates and avoid discussing the 
issues. This is a complaint (and 
ongoing situation) that we take 
very seriously, and we’ve put 
some tools into place to try to 
maintain the forum as a place 
for civil conversation.
 The Menlo Park council race 
is unique this year because it’s 
the first election cycle in which 
candidates will be elected by 
district. While the new system, 

which allows only residents of 
an individual district to vote 
in that district’s contest, should 
be beneficial in several ways, 
it raises concerns among some 
residents that council members 
might make decisions based 
primarily on the interests of the 
neighborhoods they represent at 
the expense of the general good. 
Readers participating in the 
discussion said they want candi-
dates to state how they will bal-
ance their district’s interest with 
that of the entire community’s.
 Other issues raised that per-

tain to the Menlo Park 
race included equity in 
the city — in particular, 
how serious needs of 
the neighborhoods east 
of the Bayshore Freeway 
will be addressed — the 
city’s grade-separation 
plans for the Caltrain 
rail, and solutions to 
the transportation and 

housing crises facing not only 
Menlo Park but the region as a 
whole.
 Readers indicated they want 
candidates to state clearly what 
fundamental values will guide 
their decision-making, and what 
sets them apart from their com-
petitors for the seats they seek 
— critical information not only 
for the eight Menlo Park council 
candidates but for those in races 
for seats on the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection District board (four 
candidates for three open seats) 
and on the Woodside Town 
Council (two candidates for one 
open district seat).
 We’re grateful for the ideas of 
those who participated in last 
week’s discussion, and hope oth-
ers will join in the conversation. 
If you’d like to offer suggestions 
on The Almanac’s election cov-
erage, or are inclined to state 
your views on issues facing the 
communities that candidates are 
vying to represent, your letters 
to editor@AlmanacNews.com 
are always welcome. If you’d like 
the letter to be published in our 
Viewpoint section, please indi-
cate that in the email subject 
line, or include that information 
in written letters sent to the 
address below. A

By Henry Organ

T
he 2018 National Football League (NFL) 
season has begun. Of renewed interest is not 
the half-time shows, but a pregame event: 

players who kneel or do not during the playing of 
the national anthem.
 And now of greater inter-
est is, some television chan-
nels are opting not to show 
the field or play during the 
anthem, as they have in the 
past.
 Some players choose to 
kneel or raise a fist during 
that time to seek a wider 
viewing audience for their 
concerns about racial and social injustices in this 
country; conversely, NFL owners want the players 
to stand at attention during the anthem.
 Indeed, under the rubric of “freedom of the 
press,” media can show what they want, but in so 
doing in this instance, is there not demonstrated 
a media preference in this controversy? Does 

the television station not covering the national 
anthem favor the NFL position? It appears so. 
Is this “blackout” not a suppression of players’ 
freedom of speech? In fairness, would not the 
televising of the anthem be fair and balanced — 

and above all, patriotic?
 To paraphrase and 
apply a once-popular ques-
tion: “What do media have 
to lose?” The answer: cor-
porate social responsibility, 
and erosion of their cher-
ished freedom of the press.
 The media should not 
be blitzed by the president of 
he United States, who, ironi-
cally, bashes the media daily.

 Unfortunately, being benched are major 
issues of racial and social injustice that must be 
addressed.
 Readers, especially 49er and Raider fans, are 
urged to get in the game, inform themselves of 
the players’ concerns, and support their effort.

Concerned about protest blackout? 
It’s time to get in the game

City needs better approach 
to library discussion
Editor:
 When the library-related City 
Council meeting is rescheduled 
(it had been scheduled for Aug. 
21, but was canceled), I would 
like to see a different approach. 
 The canceled meeting’s agen-
da combined five separate issues 
into one agenda topic, which 
limits public input. Instead, 
each item should have its own 
agenda topic.
 I would also like to see agenda 
topics added to address the fol-
lowing questions: 
 1) Why do we need a new 
Main Library? (A new one 
might be a “nice to have,” but 
why is it a “need to have?”) 
 2) Why should a new Main 
Library be Menlo Park’s highest 
spending priority? (With hous-
ing on top, and a new branch 
library added, the bond mea-
sure could be $100 million or 
more.) 
 3) How does a new Main 
Library fit into current Capital 
Improvement Project priorities? 
(We want to evaluate these proj-
ects as a group and in relation to 
each other.) 
 4) The currently approved 
CIP projects do not include 
enough financial information, 
available to the public, to allow 
us to evaluate our overall CIP 
obligations. What are those 

financial obligations? (We also 
need the obligations for the 
CIPs on the “futures” list.) 
 The Main Library project has 
raised serious concerns as to 
how we make decisions in Men-
lo Park. After researching the 
topic, I’ve become convinced 
that the city would benefit from 
a community-based strategic 
planning process. Among other 
benefits, a strategic plan would 
reduce the influence of special 
interests in our decision-mak-
ing process.
  So that we can have a healthy 
discussion on the topic, I hope 
that others will join me in read-
ing “Elevating Trust in Local 
Government: The Power of 
Community Based Strategic 
Planning” by Rick Davis and 
Dan Griffiths. 
Lynne Bramlett
Mills Court, Menlo Park

A tunnel to Stanford?
Editor:
 I am thrilled that Menlo Park 
has made a formal request to 
Stanford suggesting the need for 
a tunnel from I-280 to Campus 
Drive.
  For years, whenever I’ve 
been on I-280 between Page 
Mill Road or Sand Hill Road, 
I’ve been sizing up the best dip 
in the hills and digging that 
tunnel mentally — ever since 
I saw the manned entry gate 
at an exit limited to the NASA 
organization on the Baltimore/
Washington Parkway.
  Surely Stanford has great 

engineers who can pull this off. 
It would make such a difference, 
not only to limit campus traffic 
but to speed emergency vehicles 
to the medical center.
Anne Hillman
Alamos Road, Portola Valley

Refuge needs protection
Editor:
 This is regarding the area on 
the west side of the Dumbarton 
Bridge, across from Facebook. 
This is a Habitat Restoration 
Area owned by the state of 
California, and it is a refuge for 
the birds and amphibians of the 
marshland. Access is prohibited 
to the public.
 How can we go about protect-
ing this delicate habitat? The 
homeless have set up a rather 
elaborate encampment right 
in the center of the “refuge,” 
and filling it with loads of ugly 
trash. They made paths lead-
ing up to their tents, and they 
trample the delicate ecological 
habitat every time they use it. 
The fence that is supposed to 
keep people out has been bent 
down so people can enter.
  I know all this because I 
do Adopt-a-Highway cleanup 
there, so I cleaned up as much as 
I could, leading up to the fence. 
I’m livid that this “refuge” is not 
doing its job in protecting the 
wildlife.
 Who do we call to take action? 
The number on the sign is no 
longer in use.
Christine Ricks
Avy Avenue, Menlo Park

LETTERS
Our readers write

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUESIDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

Viewpoint

GUEST OPINION

Retired Stanford 

Development Officer 

Henry Organ has lived 

in Menlo Park for more 

than 40 years. He was 

a member of the San 

Mateo County 2010 

Charter Committee. 

What’s on your mind?
Tell us what’s on your mind by sending your letters to letters@Alma-
nacNews.com. Or snail-mail them to: The Almanac, 450 Cambridge 
Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Election 2018: It’s 
off to the races
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EDITOR’S 
NOTEBOOK
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
DID YOU KNOW  
that newspapers serve an engaged 
audience and that 79% still read a 
print newspaper? Newspapers need to 
be in your mix! Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising. For more info 
email cecelia@cnpa.com or call  
(916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release – the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or http://
prmediarelease.com/california (Cal-SCAN)

17-Year-Old Author Gives a Voice

CASTRO STREET MOUNTAIN VIEW HIGH

FREE BOOK/MEDIA GIVEWAWAY

HUGE BOOK SALE SEPT 8 & 9

Parkinson Disease Workshop

130 Classes & 
Instruction

ExpertMathematicsTutoring.com  
Mathematics/Computer Science 
650-208-5303 
Matthew T. Lazar, Ph.D. 
https://expertmathematicstutoring.com/

Red Cross Lifeguard Classes

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano  
Private piano lessons. In your home 
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years 
exp. 650/493-6950

CMEC Music Instruction  
Covenant Music Education Center 
(CMEC) invites children and youth 
wishing to enroll in private music 
lessons in piano, voice, flute, violin, 
brasses and organ. Contact Covenant 
Music Education Center at 650-494-1760 
or covenant presbyterian.net/cmec.

Guitar Lessons For Engineers  
Please see www.rkguitar.com for 
musical samples and details.

135 Group Activities
Parents Nursery School Carnival

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of. 
Call 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 844-335-2616 
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

Love MATH? Share your passion

Love to READ? Share your passion

Study testing app for depression

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED! Old Porsche  
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $ paid! 
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-965-9546. 
Email: porscherestoration@yahoo.com. 
(Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Palo Alto, 1280 Pine Street, 8a-noonish

240 Furnishings/
Household items
FOR SALE: SOFA - $300

245 Miscellaneous
Vintage Mountain View Shop

Mind
& Body

425 Health Services
FDA-Registered Hearing Aids  
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial. 
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you 
decide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per 
aid. FREE Shipping. Call Hearing Help 
Express 1- 844-234-5606 (Cal-SCAN)

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS  
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered. 
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art 
features & no audiologist needed.  
Try it RISK FREE for 45 Days!  
CALL 1-877-736-1242 (Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere!  
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  
1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

440 Massage Therapy
Home massage by French masseuse

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Cleaners need an experience presser. 
$16/hr to start. Apply in person. 
Town & Country Cleaners, 855 El Camino 
Real #42, Palo Alto.

Bookseller  
Love to work with children’s literature? 
Linden Tree Books is looking for 
experienced, part time, Booksellers. 
A background in bookselling, library 
science or equivalent is required. 
A strong knowledge of children’s 
literature and equally strong customer 
service skills is essential. Must have 
the flexibiity to work occasional 
weekend hours. Educators, librarians, 
and booksellers are all encouraged to 
inquire for non-seasonal postions. 
Linden Tree Books is a destination 
location for book lovers, located in the 
heart of downtown Los Altos. Please 
contact dianne@lindentreebooks for 
more information. 

ENGINEERING  
Pure Storage, Inc. has following job 
opps. in Mountain View, CA: Member 
of Technical Staff (Software Engineer) 
[Req. #GJG57]. Dsgn & dvlp SW 
for flash memory storage devices. 
NPI Mechanical Product Engineer 
[Req. #NPM83]. Create tools, tests & 
documntatn for new prdcts. Member 
of Technical Staff (Software Engineer) 
[Req. #STM22]. Dsgn & dvlp SW for 
proprietary memory storage devices. 
Mail resumes refernc’g Req. # to: S. Reid, 
401 Castro St, 3rd Flr, Mountain View, 
CA 94041.

Lifeguard & Swim Instructor  
The Oshman Family JCC is looking 
for enthusiastic lifeguards and swim 
instructors! No experience necessary. 
Pays up to $20 per hour. Contact Nicole 
at ngreen@paloaltojcc.org for more 
information!

Project Manager, Research Experience  
23andMe, Inc. has an opening in 
Mountain View, CA for a Product 
Manager, Research Experience (PMRE01) 
Manage the entire Research Experience 
pillar. To apply, mail resume including 
job code PMRE01 to 23andMe, Inc., 
Attn: Grace Moeller, 899 W. Evelyn Ave., 
Mountain View, CA94041.

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping
ADMIN. ASSISTANT  
bkpg incl payroll, bill paying, tax prep. 
Leave contact name and telephone at 
650-968-5680 or email to kara@jps.net.

624 Financial
Unable to work due to injury  
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Social Security Disability Attorneys! FREE 
Evaluation. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
1-844-879-3267. Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.) (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
DENTAL INSURANCE  
Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage for 350 procedures. 
1-855-472-0035 or  
http://www.dental50plus.com/canews 
Ad# 6118 (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies! Call 
Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE  
on Medicare Supplement Insurance! 
Get a FAST and FREE Rate Quote from 
Medicare.com. No Cost! No Obligation! 
Compare Quotes from Major Insurance 
Cos. Operators Standing By.  
CALL 1-855-690-0310. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
that the average business spends the 
equivalent of nearly 1½ days per week 
on digital marketing activities? CNPA 
can help save you time and money. For 
more info email cecelia@cnpa.com or 
call (916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

707 Cable/Satellite
DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE!  
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/month 
(for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 
AT&T Visa Rewards Gift Card (some 
restrictions apply) CALL 1-866-249-0619 
(Cal-SCAN)

DISH TV $59.99  
For 190 Channels $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. 1-844-536-5233. 
(Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Junk Removal Diva  
Woman Owned Professional All Junk 
removal, since 2010. 
No Job Too Small or Too Big; Household, 
Office, etc. 
 Call: (650) 834-5462

PA Molly Maid, Inc.  
Give yourself the gift of time and let 
Molly Maid clean your home,  
contact us at 650-965-1105 or at  
pamollymaid@aol.com

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include their 
license numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s status at 
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
& maintain the value of your home! Set 
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650-322-8325, phone calls 
ONLY.

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
San Carlos, 2 BR/2 BA - $3,000

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
Menlo Park - $1495

Redwood City, 1 BR/2 BA - $1200

811 Office Space
Townhome 1 mile from Google

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Point Reyes Compound for Sale  
One of a kind Point Reyes Family 
Compound. Seclusion on the hilltop 
above town. A five minute walk down 
to the bustle of the village: farmers’ 
market, book stores, galleries, 
cafe’s, open space. Two miles from 
Point Reyes National Seashore 
Headquarters with miles of trails, 
beaches, woods and rangelands.  
The original Point Reyes Schoolhouse 
(1879); the Art Studio at the 
Schoolhouse (1985); and the Jasmine 
Cottage (1984.). Rustic elegance in 
lush landscape with pond, fruit trees, 
and country lawn. Each place has 
private garden, equipped kitchen, 
fireplace, and fully furnished - inside 
and out. View entire property at: 
PointReyesFamilyCompound.com. 

845 Out of Area
NORTHERN AZ WILDERNESS RANCH  
$205 Month - Quiet very secluded 38 
acre off grid ranch bordering 800 acres 
of uninhabited State Trust woodlands 
at cool clear 6,200’ elevation. No urban 
noise & dark sky nights amid pure air 
& AZ’s very best year-round climate. 
Blends of evergreen woodlands & grassy 
wild flower covered meadows with 
sweeping views across scenic wilderness 
mountains and valleys from ridgetop 
cabin site. Abundant clean groundwater 
at shallow depths, free well access, loam 
garden soil, maintained road access. 
Camping and RV use ok. Near historic 
pioneer town & fishing / boating lake. 
From $22,500, $2,250 down, with no 
qualifying seller financing. Free brochure 
with photos, additional property 
selections with prices, terrain maps, lake 
info, weather chart/area info: 1st United 
Realty 800.966.6690. (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$  
for business purpose Real Estate loans. 
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com  
Call 818 248-0000 Broker-principal  
BRE 01041073. (Cal-SCAN)

Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!

INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-199

  FOR SALE 
200-299

  KIDS STUFF 
330-399

  MIND & BODY 
400-499
JOBS 
500-599 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
800-899
PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 
995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt
are employment ads,
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have
an item to sell, barter, give
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000
readers, and unlimited free
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

650.245.1845

LEHUA GREENMAN
"Genius 

begins great 
works; 

labor alone 
finishes 
them."

Labor Day 
2018YOU DON’T 

NEED IT, SELL IT IN THE 
ALMANAC 
MARKETPLACE

IF
To place a Classified ad in The 
Almanac, The Palo Alto Weekly 
or The Mountain View Voice call 

326-8216 or at fogster.com

fogster. 
com

Think Globally,
Post Locally.

To place a Classified ad 
in

The Almanac,  
The Palo Alto Weekly  

or  
The Mountain View Voice

call 326-8216 or  
at fogster.com

No phone number  
in the ad?  

GO TO

FOGSTER.COM
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995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
SPIRIT OF BJJ 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278444 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: Spirit of BJJ, Located at 615 
Bay Road, San Mateo County. Registered 
owner(s):  
RYUICHI MIYAHARA 
615 Bay Road 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on July 31, 2018. 
(ALM Aug 8, 15, 22, 29, 2018)

WALTER AUSSERER CONSULTING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278476 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Walter Ausserer Consulting, located at 
421 8th Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
WALTER AUSSERER 
421 8th Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on May 11, 2012. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on August 3, 2018.  
(ALM Aug. 15, 22, 29; Sept. 5, 2018)

STAR POOLS SERVICE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278511 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Star Pools Service, located at Kavanaugh 
Dr., E. Palo Alto, CA 94303, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
MARVIN A. CERRATO HERNANDEZ 
1490 Kavanaugh Dr. 
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by:An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on August 7, 2018.  
(ALM Aug. 15, 22, 29; Sept. 5, 2018)

T&T ENTERPRISES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278401 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: T&T Enterprises, 
located at 2 Buffalo CT, Pacifica, CA 
94044, San Mateo County. Registered 
owner(s):  
ANGELA M. GIBBS 
2 Buffalo CT 
Pacifica CA, 94044 
CHRISTOPHER D. GIBBS 
2 Buffalo CT 
Pacifica CA, 94044  
This business is conducted by: Married 
Couple.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 7-25-18.  
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on July 25, 2018.  
(ALM Aug 22, 29; Sep 5, 12, 2018)

TRUCKEE RIVER HOUSE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278599 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: Truckee River House, 
located at 1131 Westfield Drive, Menlo 
Park, CA 94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
NOEL P. THOMPSON 
1131 Westfield Drive 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
CHRISTINE P. WEIGEN 
3510 La Mata Way 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 
ROBERTA GATZ THOMPSON 
1131 Westfield Drive 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
ELIZABETH ANN WEIGEN 
521 Bryan Avenue 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086 
 This business is conducted by: A 
General Partnership. 
The registrant has not yet begun to 
transact business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above.  
This statement was filed with the 

County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on Aug 15, 2018.  
(ALM Aug 22, 29; Sept 5, 12, 2018)

PLAYA AZUL 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278631 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Playa Azul, located at 46 Willow St., 
Apt. #20, Redwood City, CA 94063, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
MARIA DE LOURDES LARA CALDERON 
46 Willow St., Apt. #20 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on August 17, 2018.  
(ALM Aug. 29; Sept. 5, 12, 19, 2018)

WEST MENLO TUTORING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278635 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
West Menlo Tutoring, located at 2050 
Camino a los Cerros, Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
REBECCA PATTON GARCIA 
2050 Camino a los Cerros 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
HEATHER HALLENBECK TITTERTON 
2169 Cedar Avenue 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: A General 
Partnership.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on August 20, 2018.  
(ALM Aug. 29; Sept. 5, 12, 19, 2018)

MARISCOS DE SINALOA 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 278647 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Mariscos de Sinaloa, located at 412 
Studio Cir. #1, San Mateo CA 94401, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JOSE DOMINGO QUINTERO CASTANEDA 
412 Studio Cir. #1 
San Mateo, CA 94401 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on August 22, 
2018. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on August 22, 2018.  
(ALM Aug. 29; Sept. 5, 12, 19, 2018)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATOR’S SALE OF 
REAL PROPERTY AT PRIVATE SALE 
No.: 17PRO01158 
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO 
In the Matter of the Estate of ELIZABETH 
G. PROCTOR, Deceased. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on or after 
September 18, 2018, the undersigned 
San Mateo County Public Administrator, 
as Administrator of the Estate of 
Elizabeth G. Proctor, will sell at private 
sale, to the highest bidder, subject to 
confirmation by the above-entitled 
Superior Court, all the right, title and 
interest of the estate, in and to that 
certain real property more particularly 
described as follows: 
DESCRIPTION 
For APN/Parcel ID(s): 074-431-110 
THE LAND REFERRED TO HEREIN BELOW 
IS SITUATED IN THE CITY OF MENLO 
PARK, COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA AND IS DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: 
PARCEL ONE: 
LOT 11, AS DELINEATED UPON THAT 
CERTAIN MAP ENTITLED “SHARON OAKS 
UNIT NO. 3, RESUBDIVISION OF PORTION 
OF PARCEL “C” OF SHARON HEIGHTS 
UNIT NO. 14”, FILED FOR RECORD IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF THE 
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA, ON AUGUST 23RD, 1973 
IN BOOK 82 OF MAPS, AT PAGES 32 
AND 33. 
PARCEL TWO: 
TOGETHER WITH THE FOLLOWING 
APPURTENANT EASEMENTS: 

(A) THE NON-EXCLUSIVE RIGHT OF 
PEDESTRIAN INGRESS AND EGRESS 
OVER LOT 13 (COMMON AREA) TO AND 
FROM LOT 11 PROVIDED HOWEVER, 
THAT SUCH RIGHT SHALL NOT BE 
EXERCISES IN A MANNER WHICH WILL 
INTERFERE WITH THE LANDSCAPED 
AREA, THE SWIMMING POOL AREA 
OR VEHICULAR TRAFFIC ON THE 
PRIVATE ROAD OR THE PARKING BAYS 
AS DESIGNATED ON THE MAP OR IN 
SUBSEQUENT RECORDED INSTRUMENTS.
(B) THE NON-EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO USE 
THE PRIVATE ROAD AREA FOR DRIVEWAY 
PURPOSES AND THE PARKING BAYS FOR 
OFF STREET PARKING BY OWNERS AND 
THEIR INVITEES. 
(C) THE RIGHT TO USE, OCCUPY AND 
ENJOY THE SWIMMING POOL AREA, THE 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES THEREON 
AND THE OTHER LANDSCAPED 
PORTIONS OF ALL OF THE COMMON 
AREA. 
(D) THE RIGHT, SUBJECT TO THE PRIOR 
WRITTEN APPROVAL OF THE BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS, TO CONSTRUCT, MAINTAIN 
AND OPERATE THROUGH, IN OR ACROSS 
THE COMMON AREA, PUBLIC OR 
PRIVATE SEWERS, WIRES, CONDUITS FOR 
THE TRANSMISSION OF ELECTRICITY 
FOR LIGHTING, POWER, TELEPHONE, 
ANTENNAE AND OTHER PURPOSES AND 
FOR THE NECESSARY ATTACHMENTS 
IN CONNECTION THEREWITH AND THE 
RIGHT TO CONSTRUCT ANY PUBLIC OR 
QUASI-PUBLIC UTILITY THROUGH, IN OR 
ACROSS COMMON AREA, AS SHOWN 
ON THE MAP. 
SAID RIGHT SHALL BE EXERCISES ALONG 
THE SHORTEST AND MOST COVENIENT 
ROUTE BETWEEN LOT 11 AND THE 
NEAREST PUBLIC UTILITY LINE OR LINES. 
(E) A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT 
BURDENING LOT 12, AS SHOWN ON THE 
MAP FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF PARTY 
WALLS ON OR ALONG THE BOUNDARIES 
BETWEEN SAID LOT 11 AND FOR THE 
ENCROACHMENTS DUE TO SETTLEMENT 
OR SHIFTING OR ANY OTHER CAUSE; 
PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT IN NO 
EVENT SHALL A VALID EASEMENT FOR 
ENCROACHMENT BE CREATED IN FAVOR 
OF AN OWNER IF SAID ENCROACHMENT 
OCCURRED DUE TO THE WILLFUL 
CONDUCT OF SAID OWNER. 
(F) AN EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT AS SHOWN 
ON THE MAP OVER LOT 13 FOR ROOF 
OVERHANG. 
JPN 074-043-431-11 
Property commonly known as: 2371 
Sharon Oaks Drive, Menlo Park, CA 
94025 
SUBJECT TO: Current taxes, Assesments, 
Covenants, Conditions, Restrictions, 
Reservations, Rights, Right-of-Way and 
Easements of record and in an “AS IS” 
condition. Please contact: Steven Karp, 
California Realty Investment Company, 
1209 Burlingame Ave., Burlingame, CA 
94010, (650) 348-3055 for viewing of 
the property. 
Bids on said property are hereby invited. 
A bid will be accepted ONLY if made in 
writing on forms furnished by the Public 
Administrator. Completed bid forms 
may be left with the agent or may be 
delivered to said Public Administrator 
personally in said County of San Mateo, 
at any time after the first publication 
of this Notice, and before making of 
the Sale. Bids must be sealed, and will 
be opened at the Office of the Public 
Administrator. 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE: Cash 
in lawful money of the United States. 
The Bid is to be accompanied by cash or 
certified check, in the amount of at least 
ten percent (10%) of the amount bid. 
THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR RESERVES 
THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REJECT ALL 
BIDS. The balance of the amount bid is 
to be paid upon confirmation of sale by 
the Superior Court. 
Taxes, rents, operating and maintenance 
expenses and premiums on insurance 
acceptable to the Purchaser or 
Purchasers will be prorated as of the 
date of recording of conveyance. 
The examination of title, recording of 
conveyance and any title insurance 
policy shall be all the expense of 
Purchaser or Purchasers. Unless the 
Administrator has given written 
permission for extension of the escrow 
period beyond forty-five (45) days from 
the date of confirmation of sale by 
the Superior Court, the Purchaser or 
Purchasers shall pay ten percent (10%) 
interest per annum on that portion of 
the purchase price still due and owing 
at the time of confirmation; interest will 
be charged for the period beginning 
forty-six (46) days from the Court 
confirmation date to, and including, the 
date on which escrow closes. If, after 
confirmation, the sale is not complete 
for any reason. Bidder agrees to forfeit 
the deposit to cover the expenses of the 
sale. Documentary transfer taxes will be 
split equally between the purchaser(s) 
and seller. 
The parties to this agreement further 
covenant and agree that damages 

are difficult or impossible to ascertain 
should buyer fail to perform his/her 
obligation to purchase the real property 
after confirmation by the Court. 
Therefore, the parties agree that seller, 
the Public Administrator in and for the 
County of San Mateo, shall be entitled 
to liquidated damages in the amount 
of three percent (3%) of the purchase 
price of the real property in lieu of all 
other damages as a result of buyer(s)’ 
failure to perform under this agreement 
pursuant to the terms of Civil Code 
Section 1675(d). 
SAN MATEO COUNTY PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATOR 
225 37th Avenue 
San Mateo, California 94403 
SELLER: S/ VICTORIA WRIGHT 
Public Administrator Estate Manager 
DATE: 8/9/18 
JOHN C. BEIERS, COUNTY COUNSEL 
STATE BAR NO. 144282 
BY: BRIAN E. KULICH, DEPUTY 
STATE BAR NO. 223296 
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO 
400 COUNTY CENTER 
REDWOOD CITY, CA 94063-1662 
TELEPHONE NO. (650) 363-4762 
FAX NO. (650) 363-4034 
Attorneys For Pubic Administrator 
8/22, 8/29, 9/5/18 
CNS-3163522# 
THE ALMANAC

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 18CIV04030 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner: SANGGILL KIM filed a petition 
with this court for a decree changing 
names as follows:  
SANGGILL KIM to THOMAS SANGGILL 
KIM.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear 

at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition without 
a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: September 26, 
2018, 9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior 
Court of California, County of San 
Mateo, located at 400 County Center, 
Redwood City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county:  
THE ALMANAC 
Date: 8/13/2018 
/s/ Robert D. Foiles 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Aug. 29; Sept. 5, 12, 19, 2018)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SAN MATEO  
Case No.: 18CIV04073  
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
Petitioner: MARY JANE M. CABUNGCAL 
filed a petition with this court for a 
decree changing names as follows: 
MARY JANE M. CABUNGCAL to MJ M. 
CABUNGCAL.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition without 
a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: September 28, 
2018, 9:00a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior 
Court of California, County of San 
Mateo, located at 400 County Center, 
Redwood City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
shall be published at least once each 
week for four successive weeks prior to 

the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: THE 
ALMANAC. 
Date: 8/13/18. 
/s/ Robert D. Foiles 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Aug. 29; Sept. 5, 12, 19, 2018)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE 
(SECS. 6104, 6105 U.C.C. & B & P 24073 
et seq.) 
ESCROW NO: 24055-PD  
DATE: August 22, 2018  
Notice is hereby given to creditors of 
the within named seller that a sale that 
may constitute a bulk sale has been or 
will be made.  
The individuals, partnership, or 
corporate names and the business 
addresses of the seller are: Shiro Kubota 
and Toyoko Kubota 1438 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
The individuals, partnership, or 
corporate names and the business 
addresses of the buyer are: Yuji Shabana 
1438 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 
94025  
As listed by the seller, all other business 
names and addresses used by the seller 
within three years before the date 
such list was sent or delivered to the 
buyer are: NONE KNOWN. The assets 
sold or to be sold are described in 
general as: ALL FURNITURE, FIXTURES, 
EQUIPMENT, TRADENAME, GOODWILL, 
LEASE, LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS, 
COVENANT NOT TO COMPETE, ABC 
LICENSE & ALL OTHER ASSETS OF 
THE BUSINESS KNOWN AS: Gombei 
Restaurant AND ARE LOCATED AT: 1438 
El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025. 
The place, and date on or after which, 
the Bulk Sale is to be consummated: 
Business & Escrow Service Center, Inc. 
3031 Tisch Way, Suite 310 San Jose, CA 
95128 on or before 9/17/2018. The last 
date to file claims is 9/14/2018, unless 
there is a liquor license transferring in 
which case claims may be filed until the 
date the license transfers. 
BUYER’S SIGNATURE: Yuji Shabana 
8/29/18 
CNS-3167384# 
THE ALMANAC

fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM
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Portola Valley | 8/4.5 | $6,388,000
140 Willowbrook Dr 
Expansive country estate on 2+ acres in the heart 
of Portola Valley – 140Willowbrook.com

Portola Valley | 3/3 | $2,395,000
14 Tynan Way 
Vintage touches combined w/ open floor plan and 
abundant light. 9,600 sf lot, near trails.

       Californiahome.me       cbcalifornia        cb_california       cbcalifornia        coldwellbanker

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the 
Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker  
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  CalRE# #01908304
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Redwood City | 7/7 | $3,998,000
7 Colton Ct 
7,700 sq ft stunner on +/- a 1/2 acre on one of the 
most desirable st in Emerald Hills

Redwood City | 3/2 | $1,850,000
132 Rutherford Ave 
Charming hm close to Wds Plaza, downtown 
Woodside, Stanford, Downtown Menlo Park & more. 

Erika Demma & Paula Russ 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766 | 00612099

Erika Demma & Judy Byrnes 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766 | 01178998

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Sam Anagnostou 650.851.2666
CalRE #00798217

Jean Isaacson 650.851.2666
CalRE #00542342

DiPali Shah 650.851.2666
CalRE #01249165

Roshan Izadi  650.245.8888
CalRE #01331390

DiPali Shah 650.851.2666
CalRE #01249165

Enayat Boroumand 650.324.4456
CalRE #01235734

Pescadero | 4/4 full + 2 half | $6,995,000
301 Ranch Road West 
186 Acre Exceptional Ranch Estate w/ 3 parcels 
complete this Rare Retreat in SF Bay Area.

Portola Valley | 5/6.5 | $6,495,000
1 Applewood Ln 
Beautifully appointed inside & out, this home 
presents chic designer style at every turn.

Belmont Woods | Pending | 4/2.5 | $1,897,000
2524 Hastings Dr 
Updated, spacious, bright view home, prime 
Belmont location, excellent schools, 2280 sq ft

North Shoreline | 4/1 | $1,999,000
372 Farley St 
Fantastic 4BR/1BA home close to Google / Tech. 
6225 sq.ft. lot! 

County Area / Fair Oaks Ave | 3/2 | $1,500,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4 552 Marsh Rd 
Lovely single family home on 6,100 sq ft lot size, 
potential for expansion. Near FB campus

Where long weekends are spent hanging out with your best friend. 
This is home, and it starts with Coldwell Banker®.
 
Wishing you a fun and relaxing Labor Day! 

 HOMEVisit these homes 
& more at:

ColdwellBankerHomes.com


