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MENLO PARK   $3,248,000

2240 Avy Avenue  |  4bd/2ba
Brad Verma  |  650.665.0894

License # 02033592
BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK   $2,198,000

1326 Hoover Street Unit #5  |  3bd/2.5ba
Liz Daschbach  |  650.207.0781

License # 00969220
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

SANTA C�RA   $1,488,000

668 Malarin Avenue  |  3bd/2ba
Marc Bryman  |  650.646.1150

License # 01906976
BY APPOINTMENT

SAN CARLOS   $2,499,000

10 Shratton Avenue  |  4bd/3ba
Steve & Julie Quattrone  |  650.505.4900

License # 01463726  |  # 01519860
OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30

MENLO PARK   $1,799,000

4411 Fair Oaks Avenue  |  3bd/2ba
Mary Gilles  |  650.814.0858

License # 01789710
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

MENLO PARK   $1,150,000

429 7th Avenue  |  2bd/1.5ba
Marybeth Dorst  |  650.245.8890

License # 01345542
BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK   $1,199,000

150 Alma Street  |  2 bd/2ba
Liz Daschbach   |  650.207.0781

License #00969220
BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK   $1,698,000

1326 Hoover Street Unit #4  |  2bd/2ba
Liz Daschbach  |  650.207.0781

License # 00969220
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

REDWOOD CITY   $848,000

1915 Redwood Avenue  |  1bd/1ba
Steve Korn  |  650.208.5425

License # 01726902
BY APPOINTMENT

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including

Menlo Park Menlo Park-Downtown 
650.462.1111 650.304.3100
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FOR SALE

395 Selby Lane  ATHERTON
Prime Building Opportunity in Atherton

• Located in sought-after central Atherton

• Corner lot is approximately 1.0 acre

• Approximately 254-foot frontage (per 
county records)

• Excellent opportunity to develop an 
estate home

• Demolition complete; survey and 
architectural plans available

• Just minutes to Menlo Park shopping 
and dining 

OFFERED AT $8,950,000 
Contact Tom or Jenny  
to schedule a showing.

Information is deemed to be reliable, but is not guaranteed.

A Wall Street Journal Top Producing Real Estate Team 2018 

Over $2.5 billion in sales since 1998   l   lemieuxRE.com

     @lemieuxRE 

Tom LeMieux, MBA

650.465.7459

tom@lemieuxRE.com
License #01066910

Jennifer Bitter, MBA

650.308.4401

jennifer@lemieuxRE.com
License #01847627

We also have 
these homes 
coming soon...

Tuscaloosa Avenue 
ATHERTON
A Rare Gem of a Property
~3,870 sq. ft. home

4 beds/4 baths

Irving Avenue 
ATHERTON
Single-Story Ranch-Style 
~3,175 sq. ft. home

 
4 beds/3 baths + family room

Monte Vista Avenue 
ATHERTON
Prime Central Location
~1,570 sq. ft. home + guest house

3 beds/2 baths

Stanford Avenue 
MENLO PARK
Classic and Centrally Located
~4,000 sq. ft. home
~10,000 sq. ft. lot
4 beds/3 baths with 3-stories

Hobart Street 
MENLO PARK
One of the Most Coveted Blocks
~3,360 sq. ft. home
~10,863 sq. ft. lot
5 beds/4 baths

Hedge Road 
MENLO PARK

Charming Suburban Park
~1,390 sq. ft. home
~5,500 sq. ft. lot
3 beds/1 bath

 

contact Tom or Jenny 
to schedule a showing 
or for more information.
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Investing in a free public commuter
shuttle network that provides over
3 million rides per year. So everyone
has a better commute.
Stanford has called Santa Clara County home for 128 years. That’s why we’re investing in critical local transportation 

projects to provide more alternatives to traditional commutes. In fact, since 2003, the university has reduced the 

percentage of single-occupancy vehicle commuters to and from campus from 69% to 43% today. We're finding 

sustainable solutions to help the community get to where they need to go.

L E A R N  M O R E  A T  G U P. S T A N F O R D . E D U
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Local News
Fire board OKs study 

of property needs after 
$30M in spending 

By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter spending nearly $30 
million on real estate 
acquisitions since 2006, 

the Menlo Park Fire Protection 
District’s board has voted to 
undertake a space needs study 
to find out how to best use the 
properties the district now owns. 

 Fire board member Jim 
McLaughlin, who was elected 
in November, asked the board at 
its March 19 meeting to consider 
hiring an engineering/archi-
tectural firm to do the study. 
McLaughlin was part of a 2018 
San Mateo County Civil Grand 
Jury that issued a critical report 
about the district that included 
criticism over the lack of study 
done by the board before it 
authorized property purchases. 

In a report to the board, 
McLaughlin focused on two 
recent district property purchas-
es — a $5 million 28,000-square-
foot warehouse in East Palo Alto 
and a 790-square-foot home on 
Chilco Avenue in Menlo Park, 
next door to its Chilco Street fire 
station.

McLaughlin questioned why 
the district has initiated making 
expensive repairs on the ware-
house when it’s not clear that 
it really needs more than the 
10,000 square feet of the space 
that it is leasing to a federal 
emergency task force for $10,000 
a month. 

“I’m kind of at a loss how the 
(additional) 18,000 square feet 
will be used,” he said.  “How 
much of that space do we need?” 

He also said it was unclear 

if the district had a need to 
renovate the dilapidated Chilco 
Avenue house, which the fire 
chief had previously suggested 
might be fixed up for an office 
or sleeping quarters.

“I don’t know and I haven’t 
seen anything that would 
inform me,” he said, urging a 
districtwide assessment. 

Having such information is, 
he said, “an essential piece of 
what we need to know” for good 
long-term planning. 

I think space assessments are 
really a pretty standard thing ... 
for organizations that manage 
multiple facilities,” McLaughlin 
said. 

Board member Chuck Ber-
nstein suggested that the dis-
trict might find it doesn’t need 
some of the properties it has 
purchased and could sell them 
to help pay for planned new 
facilities.

“We don’t have the money to 
do all the things we want to do,” 
Bernstein said, adding that the 
district has prioritized projects 
costing as much as $90 million.

“The stakes are very high 
here,” he said. “I think we need 
some help before we start spend-
ing the type of money we’re talk-
ing about here.” 

“I think this consultant’s study 
is absolutely essential,” he said. 
“We need it right now.” 

Fire Chief Harold Schapelhou-
man suggested that the district 
do the study itself. “Rather than 
bring a vendor in, we’d like to 
do it,” he said, adding that the 
district staff is going to have to 

See STUDY, page 8

Linda Creighton: principal of ‘the 
best place to spend your childhood’

 Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

Asher, a Laurel School kindergartner, smiles proudly at Principal Linda Creighton after reading her a 
passage from a book in Spanish earlier this month.

By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

I
n a single day, Laurel School 
Principal Linda Creighton 
transitions from making the 

eight-minute drive between her 
school’s two campuses to visiting 
classrooms, to filling out paper-
work and answering emails. Her 
days are the opposite of stagnant.

Creighton, recently honored 
with the Association of Cali-
fornia School Administrators’ 
regional Elementary Principal 
of the Year award, said the 
most rewarding part of her job 
is her daily classroom visits 
with teachers and students. She 
loves the “smiles, hugs and kind 

words” from students, she said. 
The top administrator at the 

K-2 Laurel School in Atherton 
since 2009, Creighton saw her 
duties expanded in 2016 when 
she was appointed to head the 
newly opened Laurel School 
Upper Campus (3-5) in Menlo 
Park. There are a total of 716 
students between the two cam-
puses, said Parke Treadway, 
public information officer for 
the Menlo Park City School Dis-
trict, in an email. Laurel is one 
of five schools in the district.

Creighton, 44, said she makes 
the best of operating the same 
school on two campuses. There 
are family picnics, math nights 
and parades between the two 

campuses to keep the school 
unified, she said. Both cam-
puses are in their third year 
of implementing the school’s 
vision of project-based learning 
in their curriculums, a decision 
that came after discussions 
among parents, teachers, stu-
dents, community members 
and others. So too came the 
motto that Laurel should be 
“the best place to spend your 
childhood.” 

Creighton’s classroom visits 
also help her get to know stu-
dents and teachers, and give her 
insight into what’s happening in 
classrooms. She wants to learn 

See PRINCIPAL, page 6

Atherton studies license plate readers to combat crime 
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

I
n response to a rash of 
residential burglaries that 
have plagued the town since 

November, Atherton staff will 
study the impacts of installing 
license plate readers and security 
cameras around town to “detect, 
solve, prevent and deter” crime, 
but the City Council wants to 
hear more from residents before 
making a final decision on pur-
chasing the devices.

During a March 20 meet-
ing, the council voted 4-0, 
with Elizabeth Lewis absent, to 
direct staff to research installing 
license plate readers and safety 
cameras around town. 

The council instructed staff 
to work with the police depart-
ment to identify safeguards to 
ensure that there aren’t infor-
mation leaks from the reader 
databases if the devices are 
installed. It also asked staff to 
identify security and privacy 
concerns and how they might 

be addressed, and to determine 
the cost of the devices and where 
they could be installed. 

After its research, staff is 
expected to report back to the 
council during a “well-adver-
tised” meeting.

The crime spree dates back to 
late 2018. There have been eight 
residential burglaries in Ather-
ton so far this year and 22 since 
November, according to police 
data. About $2 million worth 
of goods was reported stolen in 
the first four incidents of 2019, 

police said.
“The community is concerned 

about the burglaries,” said Vice 
Mayor Rick DeGolia. “In the 
last six months, I’ve gotten more 
emails on the burglary subject 
than any other.”

Automatic license plate read-
ers, known as ALPRs, are 
mounted on police cars or on 
fixtures such as road signs and 
bridges. The readers use small 
high-speed cameras to photo-
graph about 900 plates per min-
ute, according to a town staff 

report.
 One police patrol car cur-

rently has a license plate reader, 
City Manager George Rodericks 
said in an email. The town is 
primarily focused on studying 
pole-mounted readers at key 
intersections, he said.

At the meeting, the council 
also discussed the positives and 
negatives of two alternatives: 
using ALPRs from a private 
company; or installing them 

See CRIME, page 7
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Avenidas Announces New CARE FORUM

FREE MONTHLY 
CAREGIVING WORKSHOPS

COME MEET OUR EXPERTS

TOOLS FOR POSITIVE AGING

Pro-Active Planning for Adult Children 
and Concerned Loved Ones

Free lunch included. Dr. Ellen Brown & Dr. Rita Ghatak
Check our website for upcoming workshops!

SAT. APRIL 6th  •  11am to 2pm

Ellen Brown M.D
ellenbrown.com

Rita Ghatak, PhD.
aging101.org

The Avenidas Care Forum is uniquely 
positioned to benefit you and your loved ones 
because our expert presenters have been on 
the front lines of elder-patient care services 
for years. They will provide insider information 
as to how family caregivers should navigate 
complex levels of care transitions, minimize 
stress, cultivate resilience, and thrive!

RESERVE YOUR SPACE
CALL (659) 289-5400         AVENIDAS.ORG

SAT
May 

4

From Chaos to Confidence: Navigating Home, 
ER, Hospital, Rehab
11 am-2pm. Free lunch included  |  Dr. Rita Ghatak

SAT
JUNE

1

Caregiving Conversations About Quality 
of LIfe and Treatment Options
11 am-2pm. Free lunch included  |  Dr. Ellen Brown

SAT
AUG

3

The Emotional Work Inherent Within Caregiving
11 am-2pm. Free lunch included
Paula Wolfson, LCSW
Manager of Avenidas of Care Partners

SAT
OCT
12

The Cost of Caregiving: Budgeting for Respite Resources
11 am-2pm. Free lunch included
Kristina Lugo, Director, Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center
Minda Cuther, MBA, Director, Love and Order

SAT
NOV

2

Caregiver Health and Wellness Strategies
11 am-2pm. Free lunch included
Dr. Ellen Brown & Dr. Rita Ghatak

SAT
DEC

7

Caregiver Empowerment and Advocacy: 
Your Voice, Your Visions
11 am-2pm. Free lunch included
Paula Wolfson, LCSW

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 270 Escuela Ave. Mountain View

from both the teacher and stu-
dent what obstacles a struggling 
student might be facing, and can 
accomplish this by sitting in on 
classroom lessons, she said. 

She gives students celebratory 
ribbons during their birthday 
month, which is another way she 
can further connect with them, 
she said.

Nurturing independent 
thinkers a priority

Over the next few years, 
Creighton foresees Laurel con-
tinuing to improve and refine 
the way its project-based learn-
ing program is put into practice. 
That program’s main compo-
nents, according to the school’s 
website, consist of inquiry-based 
learning — using questions, 
problems and scenarios to help 
students learn through investi-
gation; a meaningful integration 
of reading, writing, technology 
and math; giving students voice 
and choice in all projects; an 
emphasis on collaboration and 
communication; and students 
creating projects for an authen-
tic audience. 

“It takes focused work to 
develop authentic inquiry-based 
units of study, integrating mul-
tiple subject areas, and to chal-
lenge students to solve real world 
problems in original ways,” she 
said, adding that the school’s 
teachers “are working hard each 
and every day.” 

As a principal, Creighton is 
motivated by a desire to make a 
positive difference in her com-
munity and in the community’s 
collective future.

“It’s crucial that we develop 
and nurture independent think-
ers who are also kind people, 
and people who learn to look for 
and understand others’ perspec-
tives,” she said. “When students 
leave Laurel, I tell them that they 
will always be representing Lau-
rel School and what we stand for 
at Laurel. More than anything, 
I want students to use their life 
skills, like compassion, respect, 
and perseverance, while leading 
positive change in the world.”

The school includes a Span-
ish immersion program, which 
Creighton said supports the 
school’s vision of creating confi-
dent, globally minded students. 

Off campus
Outside of work, you can find 

Creighton, a Redwood City resi-
dent, at yoga, when she has the 
time, or spending time with her 
husband, Nick; two children, 
Cassidy, 13, and Finn, 11; and 
two dogs, Buster and Bean. She 
said that she loves neighborhood 
walks on sunny days. And, she 
added, a special part of her day 
is making her daughter pan-
cakes for breakfast before school 

— a daily ritual.
Creighton, originally from 

Goleta, California, earned a 
bachelor’s degree in liberal stud-
ies and a teaching credential 
from California Polytechnic 
University at San Luis Obispo, 
and a master’s degree in educa-
tion administration from Hum-
boldt State University. 

She said she didn’t have strong 
career counseling when she 
was a student, but chose to be 
a teacher after years of working 
with children as a babysitter.

“I liked the idea of impacting 
developing minds,” she said. “It 
wasn’t like, ‘this is my calling,’” 
but I’ve found I’m very fulfilled 
working in education.”

Creighton taught English lan-
guage learners in Cupertino 
before coming to Laurel as a first- 
and second-grade teacher in 
2002. She went on to become the 
school’s vice principal in 2006.

The move from teacher to 
administrator allowed Creigh-
tonto have an impact on more 
students than the small number 
she interacted with in a class-
room, she said. 

Creighton won the award for 
Region 5, which encompasses 
San Mateo and San Francisco 
counties, according to a school 
district newsletter. She was cho-
sen for the ACSA honor from 
among principals of 300 schools 
in the region.

The district offered high praise 
when the award was announced 
late last month, stating in its 
newsletter: “From overseeing 
the building and opening of 
Laurel’s Upper Campus, to 
bringing Project Based Learning 
to both campuses as a unifying 
practice, to the expansion of the 
Spanish Immersion Program, 
Linda’s thoughtful and steady 
leadership has allowed MPCSD 
(Menlo Park City School Dis-
trict) to grow and serve its 
families better than ever. Linda 
works tirelessly to ensure that 
Laurel School is indeed one of 
‘the best place[s] to spend your 
childhood.’”

“It’s nice to get recognized 
for all the hard work, and that 
my colleagues are noticing I’m 
putting a lot of time and energy 
into creating positive results.” 
The school district’s Assistant 
Superintendent Jammie Beh-
rendt nominated Creighton for 
the honor, the principal said, 
adding that the nomination was 
“flattering” and “unexpected.”

Under Creighton’s leadership, 
Laurel School won the 2014 
California Distinguished School 
Award, a 2014 Kent Award, and 
a 2016 National Blue Ribbon 
School award.

The Association of California 
School Administrators, which is 
made up of public school lead-
ers, will recognize Creighton 
and other award winners at a 
dinner on April 30. A

PRINCIPAL
continued from page 5
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Our clients always wake up on the

Family owned since 2002. Serving Santa Clara, San Mateo and Santa Cruz Counties     
HCO #434700005      

2018 & 2019

Our in-home caregivers make mobility and  
recovery easier – with bed to wheelchair transfers,  

transportation and recovery care.

Call for a free in-home  
consultation (650) 285-2373.
www.familymattershc.com

side of the bedright

COMMISSION VACANCIES RECRUITMENT

FOR MORE INFORMATION
• Visit menlopark.org/commissions

• Call 650-330-6621

• Email jaherren@menlopark.org 
 

Developing leaders within the community
The City has openings on several commissions and committees. 
Help examine issues of community concern and provide guidance 
to the City Council.

• Complete Streets – 1
• Environmental Quality – 2
• Finance and Audit – 1
• Housing – 1
• Library – 2
• Parks and Recreation – 2
• Planning – 2
• Sister City – 1

CURRENT COMMISSION / COMMITTEE VACANCIES

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
• Apply by April 5, 2019

• Menlo Park resident

• Over 18 years of age 

• Committed to attending 
scheduled meetings

through the Northern Califor-
nia Regional Intelligence Center, 
or NCRIC, a program created to 
help public safety agencies with 
the collection, analysis and dis-
semination of information that 
may relate to crime. Council 
members discussed how a pri-
vate company’s ALPRs would 
cost less, but noted the risk that 
data could be lost if the company 
goes out of business.

The question of whether to 
install the readers in town was 
raised at a January community 
meeting on the residential bur-
glary spree, Rodericks said.

Menlo Park and Portola Valley 
are among local jurisdictions 
that have installed surveillance 
systems that record license plate 
numbers. Atherton Mayor Bill 
Widmer said he’d like to know 
what privacy issues have come 
up in other towns that have 
installed the readers.

Groups such as the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union are 
opposed to ALPRs because the 
information captured by them 
— including the license plate 
number and the date, time, 
and location of every scan — is 
sometimes pooled into regional 
sharing systems, according to 
the ACLU website. As a result, 
police are creating and storing 
enormous databases of innocent 
motorists’ location information, 
and there are few restrictions to 
protect privacy rights, according 
to the ACLU.

Only one resident spoke on the 
topic during public comment. 
Christine Curry told the council 
that she too is concerned about 
the burglaries, but doesn’t want 

residents’ civil liberties violated. 
She said she does not want to be 
on surveillance when she drives 
in and out of town. 

The ACLU obtained records 
this month that show local gov-
ernments in California cities 
such as Merced and Union City 
are feeding their residents’ per-
sonal information from license 
plate readers to U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment, or ICE, even when it 
violates local privacy laws or 
sanctuary city policies. ICE has 
used times, dates and location 
coordinates from the readers to 
target immigrants, according to 
the ACLU.

License plate readers do not 
collect “personal identifying 
information,” see into vehicles, 
use facial recognition software 
or share vehicle information 
with private sector compa-
nies, according to a police 
department report presented 
at the meeting. The readers 
don’t transfer data to the federal 
government, and surveillance 
cameras owned and maintained 
by the town would capture video 
footage only from public areas, 
according to the report.

The town already has some 
infrastructure in place to 
accommodate traffic cameras 
and public safety cameras, Rod-
ericks said. A private group 
called Atherton Fiber has been 
installing a new high-speed 
internet service in town. As part 
of that project, and in exchange 
for leasable space near the town’s 
telecommunications tower for 
Atherton Fiber’s hub, the town 
negotiated the installation of 
fiber wiring in all town facilities 
and at all major intersections for 
future town use, he said. A

CRIME
continued from page 5

City could explore further  
development downtown

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

W
hile the Menlo Park 
City Council decided 
to put off making 

any major decisions about the 
city’s El Camino Real/downtown 
specific plan until a later meet-
ing, it was clear at the March 12 
council meeting  that people are 
interested in participating in the 
process of reviewing the plan. 

The plan, which the council 
approved in 2012, has gone 
through a review every other 
year since 2013. To date, about 
84 percent of the 474,000 square 
feet of net new nonresiden-
tial development the downtown 
plan permits has been claimed 
by downtown development proj-
ects, and about 72 percent of 
the total new 680 housing units 
the plan permits have received 

entitlements, according to staff.
 With the city coming up on 

the cap of what’s permitted, 
a discussion is in the works 
about whether the cap should 
be revised or updated. In par-
ticular, some members of the 
community are requesting that 
the plan be re-evaluated so the 
city could consider permit-
ting more housing — includ-
ing more affordable housing 
— downtown. 

According to staff, several 
local public agencies have raised 
concerns with the plan thus far. 

The Sequoia Union High 
School District is worried about 
increased enrollment at its 
schools, increased traffic, and 
more noise and air pollution 
from downtown growth. The 
Menlo Park City School District 

See DEVELOPMENT, page 17
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spend time answering the con-
sultant’s questions anyway. 
 But board members said they 
want a professional outside firm 

to do the study. “I think it needs 
to come from an objective third 
party,” Bernstein said. 
 Only board member Robert 
Jones voted against the study. 
“I think it would be a waste of 
money and time at this point,” 

he said.
  The matter will require more 
discussion by the board, which 
will have to approve sending 
out a request for proposals from 
contractors and then approve a 
contract. 

 In other business, the board 
tabled a discussion of this year’s 
work plan until a future meet-
ing, after getting hung up on the 
particulars of a small part of a 
report titled “Board interactions 
and rules of engagement.”

 Without discussing the work 
plan, the board voted 3 to 2, with 
board President Virginia Chang 
Kiraly and board member Jones 
dissenting, to send the entire 
report to the board’s human 
resources subcommittee. A

Job Title
Total  

Regular Pay
Overtime 

Pay
Other  

Pay
Total Payroll 

Earnings
Total  

Compensation
Deputy Fire 

Chief
$280,684 - $61,036 $341,720 $409,933

Battalion Chief $201,574 - $130,675 $345,906 $398,977

Fire Marshal $221,875 - $24,700 $301,699 $378,610

Fire Chief $285,072 - - $285,072 $375,729

Division Chief 

Facilities
$233,857 - $2,706 $297,402 $374,198

Captain $147,858 $102,974 $32,131 $311,267 $374,173

Division Chief 

Operations
$238,398 - $14,061 $290,312 $368,748

Battalion Chief $201,574 - $86,218 $287,792 $362,395

Division Chief 

Facilities
$219,889 - $29,200 $303,137 $358,036

Division Chief 

Training
$221,102 - $9,600 $270,972 $347,669

Captain $147,706 $104,596 $43,371 $295,672 $335,943

Captain $144,191 $79,511 $29,962 $269,067 $331,576

Battalion Chief $167,892 $18,510 $78,614 $284,464 $329,637

Captain $141,326 $92,766 $23,189 $257,281 $318,590

Captain $147,229 $82,081 $30,473 $259,783 $318,191

Captain $147,069 $58,773 $55,812 $261,654 $312,915

Engineer $121,344 $99,439 $30,495 $251,305 $310,123

Captain $147,173 $75,163 $14,612 $247,236 $307,177

Captain $144,503 $81,223 $16,028 $247,230 $307,110

Captain $147,775 $69,782 $23,349 $244,825 $306,758

Captain $147,106 $82,169 $28,518 $257,793 $305,166

Captain $141,727 $67,888 $32,438 $242,053 $305,018

Engineer $129,025 $74,137 $39,895 $243,056 $303,970

Captain $140,459 $87,510 $15,660 $244,598 $303,013

Engineer $125,426 $93,640 $25,824 $244,889 $302,362

Graphic by Kristin Brown

This chart shows the most highly compensated employees in the Menlo Park Fire Protection District in 
2018. “Other pay” includes car allowances; meeting stipends; incentives; bonuses; and bilingual, on-call and 
retention pay. Total compensation includes benefits.

STUDY
continued from page 5

Who are Menlo Park fire 
district’s highest-paid staff?
District reports 25 employees compensated 

more than $300K each in 2018 
By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he number of Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District 
employees whose com-

pensation surpassed $300,000 
continued to increase in 2018, 
with 25 employees making over 
that amount, and one — Deputy 
Chief Don Long — passing the 
$400,000 mark.
 For years the district has had 
the distinction of paying the 
highest average wages of any 
state or local public agency in 
California, according to the Cal-
ifornia state controller’s website, 
which puts together a list based 
on information supplied by the 
agencies.  
 The district recently posted a 
spreadsheet with the 2018 fig-
ures sent to the state, and they 
appear likely to put the agency 
at the head of that list again. The 
fire district was No. 1 for average 
wages on the state website in 
2014, 2016 and 2017. In 2015 it 
was No. 2. 
 The compensation figures are 
also likely to go up even more for 
2019 because firefighters in the 
district received a new five-year 
contract that gave them raises 
averaging 5.35 percent a year 
starting in July 2018.
 In 2018, the spreadsheet shows, 
compensation was more than 
$200,000 for 92 of the 146 
employees listed (including five 
board members, five interns and 
several employees who worked 
less than a full year). 
 The district offers a gener-
ous benefits package including 
annual paid time off (vacation 
plus sick and other leave) starting 
at more than five weeks for brand 
new employees, going up to more 
than nine weeks for longtime 
senior employees. The leave time 
is paid out as cash if not used. 
 The district’s document shows 
that Chief Harold Schapelhou-
man received the highest ben-
efits, worth $90,657, but that 15 
other employees each had ben-
efits worth more than $60,000.
 Regular base pay for district 
employees was considerably 
less than the total salary each 
received. The top 10 employ-
ees in that category received 
between $175,000 and $285,000. 

 Part of the reason that figure is 
so far below the total compensa-
tion most employees receive is 
that most also get “other” pay 
not considered part of their base 
salary. Other pay includes: car 
allowances; meeting stipends; 
incentives; bonuses; and bilin-
gual, on-call and retention pay. 
A battalion chief received more 
than $130,000 in such pay, while 
four others received between 
$55,000 and more than $86,000. 
Schapelhouman was the only 
district employee to not receive 
any “other pay.” 
 Overtime pay topped out at 
$104,596 for a fire captain; 
another captain made $102,974 
in overtime pay. There were 13 
employees who each made more 
than $80,000 in overtime pay. 
There were 117 district employ-
ees who reported overtime pay 
in 2018, almost all of the dis-
trict’s non-salaried employees. 
 In the past, district officials 
have argued that a fair chunk of 
the overtime pay is for district 
employees deployed to state and 
federal disasters, such as last 
year’s many wildfires and sev-
eral hurricanes, and is repaid by 
other agencies.
 This year’s spreadsheet does 
not contain that information, 
and Schapelhouman said he 
didn’t immediately have access 
to it. He said, however, that at 
least $60,000 of Long’s nearly 
$410,000 in compensation was 
reimbursed to the district and 
that more reimbursements are 
due for the November and 
December deployments to the 
Camp Fire in Butte County.

Board response
 Fire board President Virginia 
Chang Kiraly and board member 
Chuck Bernstein serve on the 
district’s Finance Committee, 
but said they had not been shown 
the spreadsheet before it was 
posted on the district’s website. 
The spreadsheet was mentioned 
in Schapelhouman’s report to the 
board at its March 19 meeting, 
but was not discussed. 
 Both Chang Kiraly and Bern-
stein pointed out after the meet-
ing that the salaries and total 
compensation are high, even for 
the Bay Area. 
 “Overall, I think salaries and 

compensation are high, espe-
cially if you look at the median 
household income of our two 
neighboring cities, Redwood 
City and Palo Alto,” Chang 
Kiraly said, pointing to statistics 
showing that Redwood City’s 
median income is $90,461, and 
Palo Alto’s is $137,043.
 Bernstein, who runs a com-
pany providing early childhood 
education and child care, said 
that on a personal level, “as an 
educator, it troubles me deeply 
to be paying (his employees), 
many of whom have gone into 
debt to pursue college and 
graduate-level degrees, so much 
less than the district is paying its 
employees.” He said that statis-
tics show the average Bay Area 

physician makes less than the 
district’s average paramedic, at 
$252,821. 
 “Local teachers and physicians 
are paying the local property 
taxes to support all this, and the 
situation does not make sense to 
me,” Bernstein said.
  Chang Kiraly said she also 
worries about the district’s 
increasing liabilities for pensions, 
which are tied to the compensa-
tion. “The main concern for me 
is unfunded accrued liabilities 
that continue to escalate,” she 
said. The fire district’s pension 
contributions range from 7 to 
23 percent of employees’ sala-
ries, she said, and she wants the 
district to explore moving to a 
defined contribution plan to cut 

back those liabilities.  
 Bernstein, who cast the only 
vote against the new firefight-
er contract last year, said he 
believes the district board has 
not fully discussed the labor 
contracts’ impacts. “There is a 
myth that firefighters cannot 
afford to live in the district, but 
the compensation figures prove 
otherwise,” he said. 
  Bernstein said he wants local 
residents to be given priority 
when recruiting future firefight-
ers, so “they could be summoned 
quickly in the event of a regional 
catastrophe.”
 The district includes Menlo 
Park, Atherton, East Palo Alto 
and adjacent unincorporated San 
Mateo County neighborhoods. A
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redwood city
759 Upland Road

4 BEDS + OFFICE · 4 BATHS

2,790 SQ FT · 14,300 LOT SQ FT

OFFERED AT

$2,550,000
valeriesoltau.com

property details

You really must see this home, it offers something for everyone! Upstairs, the main 
level, features a kitchen, dining, and living room; a large deck; a master ensuite;  

family room with built-in bar, laundry, full bath, ensuite guest room, and access to 
the lavish outdoor space.

• Seclusion and tranquility down a 
private driveway

• Canyon views from the deck
• 
• Pool and newer cabana with shower 

and changing area

• Built-in BBQ
• 

kitchen, dining and living area
• Large family room with built-in bar
• 

seating area

Open Saturday &
Sunday  1:30-4:30

650.464.3896
valeriesoltau@gmail.com
BRE 01223247
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THE 33RD ANNUAL PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Short Story Contest

Sponsored by:

FOR OFFICIAL RULES & ENTRY FORM, VISIT:

www.paloaltoonline.com/short_story

ENTRY DEADLINE: 
March 29, 2019 at 5pm

ALL stories 
must be 

2,500 words 
or less

Prizes for First, Second  
and Third place winners in each category:  

Adult, Young Adult (15-17) and Teen (12-14)

LivingLocally
ActingGlobally:

Celebrating Local
Climate Leaders

Tuesday, April 2, 2019
6 to 8 p.m.

Independence Hall,  
Town of Woodside

2955 Woodside Road, Woodside

Join your Portola Valley and Woodside neighbors to 
hear a panel of local climate leaders discuss their 
activities, challenges and opportunities. Q&A session 
will follow. Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments are 
included. Event is free and kids are welcome.

Michael Bruce Director of Emerson Elemental

Leslie Field Founder of Ice 911

Philip Gregory Co-Lead counsel for Juliana v. United 
States (the “kids climate lawsuit”)

Cliff Kalinowski President of SunSystems Technology

Jan Pepper CEO of Peninsula Clean Energy

Noel Perry Founder of Next 10

Steve Westly Founder of the Westly Group and 
former Controller of California

Moderator Daniel Yost Mayor of Woodside

The Panelists:

Space is limited so please RSVP by Tuesday, March 26 
to: rsvp@woodsidetown.orgQuestions?  Visit: www.smcsustainability.org • Call: 1-888-442-2666 • Email: sustainability@smcgov.org

The County of San Mateo’s Sustainability Academy provides NO-COST events and 
workshops to San Mateo County community members. 

To register for our offerings, please visit: www.smcsustainability.org/academy

Master Resource Conservation Course: Registration Now Open!
Thursday evenings 6:00 - 9:00 pm during February 21, 2019 – April 18, 2019 Room 101, 
455 County Center, Redwood City. Space is limited! 
Application found at www.smcsustainability.org/academy and due February 15th. 
 The Sustainability Academy’s Master Resource Conservation Course is a no-cost 9-week course. This year, the 
course will use a study of the food system to look in depth at the following topics:

• Climate change and sea level rise

• Solid waste management
• Transportation
• Communication strategies and instructional skills 
    you can use to teach others about sustainability

Fixit Clinic Workshops
Join us for a hands-on Fixit Clinic workshop! Coaches will 
help you assess and troubleshoot your broken household 
items such as electronics, appliances, computers, toys, 
sewing machines, bicycles fabric items, etc. Learn skills to 
prolong the life of your belongings and reduce waste.

Home Composting Workshops
• Learn how easy and fun it is to recycle your fruit and 

vegetable scraps, leaves and plant cuttings into compost 
with a backyard or worm compost bin.

• You don’t need a backyard to compost! Discounts and 
rebates for compost bins available for County residents.

Saturday, March 30, 2019,
12:00 – 3:00 pm,  
840 W Orange Ave., South San Francisco

Saturday, March 30, 2019,
2:30 – 4:30 pm San Carlos Public Library, 
610 Elm Street

Saturday, April 27, 2019,
10:00 am – 12:00 pm South City Scavengers, 
500 E Jamie Ct, South San Francisco
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LEHUA GREENMAN

650.245.1845

"Be thankful 
for the 

struggle. 
It makes you 

stronger."

George Comstock: Silicon Valley pioneer 
and Portola Valley civic leader dies at 95

By Barbara Wood
Almanac

G
eorge Comstock, who 
managed to fit several 
lifetimes of achieve-

ments into his 95 years, died on 
March 11 at his beloved home in 
Portola Valley.

A celebration of his life will 
be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
April 27, at Valley Presbyterian 
Church, 945 Portola Road in 
Portola Valley.

A pioneer in the computer 
industry, Comstock served as 
mayor of Portola Valley dur-
ing his one term on the Town 
Council, and held a seat on the 
Architectural and Site Control 
Commission for eight years. 

But, says Anne Hillman, his 
wife of 38 years, he did far 
more than that. Comstock “was 
always seeking new experiences, 
new adventures, new places, new 
learning,” she said. “I got to dis-
cover so many new things with 
him.”

Comstock was, Hillman said, 
a “pilot, inventor with 40 issued 
patents, entrepreneur, friend and 
ardent steward of the land” who 
also was a skilled woodworker, 
and loved sailing, motorcycle 
riding and outdoor activities 
including camping, canoeing 
and cross-country skiing. He 
also loved sharing those activi-
ties with friends and family, and 
teaching and mentoring others.

40 years of reading aloud
An avid reader, Comstock 

read aloud to Hillman every 
night for 40 years from books 
including biographies, the clas-
sics and authors from William 
Shakespeare to Wallace Stegner. 
In recent years Comstock began 
a poetry group at Rosener House 
Adult Day Services in Menlo 
Park, giving participants and 
himself a way to voice their feel-
ings about their disabilities. 

Hillman said her husband 
“never stopped inquiring into 
philosophies of all kinds in a 
lifelong search for meaning 
and greater understanding.” He 
attended a designer biology class 
at Stanford University until his 
last month of life.

Born on Jan. 9, 1924, in 
Canandaigua, New York, to 
Florence Rossling and George E. 
Comstock, George was 9 years 
old when a friend taught him 
to design, build and fly model 
airplanes. He co-published a 
neighborhood newspaper at 13. 

After receiving bachelor’s 
degrees in mechanical and elec-
trical engineering in 1945 and 
1948 from the Worchester Poly-
technic Institute and working for 
several companies on projects 

that failed to spark his imagina-
tion, Comstock jumped at the 
chance to move into the nascent 
computer industry in the mid-
1950s. He joined the young Pot-
ter Instrument Company, which 
then had only 80 employees, 
as a vice president of research 
and engineering, working on a 
random-access memory system 
made from strips of tape on 
a steel frame, and on the tape 
drives used in the massive early 
computers. 

In 1969 Comstock co-founded 
and served as president of Dia-
blo Systems, which made inter-
changeable cartridge disk drives 
and daisy wheel printers. Hill-
man said her husband “always 
credited Andrew Gabor, PhD, his 
brilliant engineer,” for the daisy 
wheel invention. (Gabor and his 
wife, Hillman noted, escaped 
from Hungary in 1968 by swim-
ming across the Danube.)

Diablo was purchased by 
Xerox Corp. three years later 
for $30 million.

In 1977 Comstock founded 
Durango Systems, manufac-
turing microprocessor-based, 
multi-user computers for small 
businesses. At Durango, where 
he served as president and chair-
man, Comstock promoted Angie 
Lux, one of the few women in the 
field at the time, to vice president 
of software development.

The last startup he worked 
for, from 1986 to 1992, was 
Network General Corp, which 
made diagnostic tools for local 
area networks. Comstock was 
so intrigued by the company’s 
product that he volunteered as 
a consultant before becoming 
the firm’s fourth employee, vice 
president of sales and marketing.

Len Shustek of Portola Val-
ley, one of Network General’s 
founders, became a good friend. 
“In one lunchtime conversation 
(Comstock) might tell you about 
the canoe he was building, sing 
a song from a Broadway musi-
cal, explain the mathematical 
relationship between Pi and 
e, interpret Emily Dickenson’s 
poetry, tell why Bix Beiderbecke 
took up the coronet, describe the 
course he was taking at Stanford, 
and somehow make the story 
about how he crashed a seaplane 
be hilarious,” he said. 

Hillman and Comstock met 
when she was a management 
consultant for Durango Sys-
tems. Despite an age difference 
of more than a decade, she says, 
they knew on their first date 
they were meant for each other. 

Hillman’s first husband had 
died when he was only 35, and 
she had worked full time and 
raised two children alone for 10 
years. Two years after meeting, 

with her oldest child off to col-
lege, they married. Hillman and 
Comstock moved to Ladera in 
1980 and Portola Valley in 1990.

Recently Hillman’s daughter, 
Kathryn Gill, now a medical 
doctor in Topanga, California, 
wrote Comstock a note thank-
ing him for “being my wonder-
ful Step Dad.”

“I’ve learned so much watch-
ing you love, learn, work, play 
and BE,” Gill wrote. “I look up to 
how you’ve chosen to lead oth-
ers, make your own company 
and be a really good friend.”

“I’ve watched you partner my 
mom with love, kindness, gener-
osity and manly grace. You are 
my hero.”

Among the passions Hillman 
and Comstock shared was an 
advocacy for the environment, 
particularly sustainable building. 
In 1991 they had the late architect 
Tad Cody design a small home 
to replace the larger structure on 
the property they had purchased 
in the Westridge neighborhood. 
The home and landscaping, 
designed to demonstrate sustain-
able living, included an organic 
vegetable garden and native 
plantings. Comstock supervised 
construction, using skills he’d 
learned by building three of his 
other homes himself. 

He joined the board of the 
Land Institute and was tireless 
in encouraging Portola Valley 
to adopt regulations promoting 
sustainability, and he champi-
oned adding more affordable 
housing in the town.

A perpetual teacher, he start-
ed the popular annual “Flight 
Night” in Portola Valley, a 
nighttime aerial display of mod-
el planes that drew hundreds, 
offering hands-on learning in 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and math, and flight-related 
exhibitions.  

Comstock was on the Portola 
Valley Town Council from 2001 
until 2005. As he had often done 
in other areas of his life, he men-
tored his replacement.

Maryann Moise Derwin said 
Comstock recruited her to run 
for her council seat in 2005. 
Comstock, Derwin said, “shared 

his delight in serving in public 
office — finding consensus 
with colleagues, debating colle-
gially, working on solutions with 
friends and neighbors, trying to 
make our corner of the world 
just a little bit better.”

“During the campaign, he 
prepped me for the candi-
date’s night,” Derwin said, 
“schooled me on town history 
and our deep environmental 

Photo courtesy Anne Hillman

George Comstock in his workshop with a Philippine mahogany 
coffee table he crafted in 1992. He once turned his garage into a boat-
building shop and helped three friends build wooden canoes and kayaks, 
and also helped his pediatrician son build his first examining table.

See GEORGE COMSTOCK, page 14

and 
the

2019
Financial Conference
“Knowledge Pays Dividends”

Saturday, March 30 
8:30am-3:45pm

Mitchell Park Community Center, 
3700 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto

Choice of three workshops
• Assessing Your 

Retirement Readiness
• The ABCs of IRAs
• Managing your 

Finances as you Age
• All About Medicare
• Smart Tax Moves
• Managing Investments 

and Cash Flow
• Planning for 

Long Term Care
• Social Security 

Claiming Strategies
• Living Your Legacy and 

Making a Difference

REGISTRATION:
Advance tickets 
$55 per person 
or $60 at door - 
Includes lunch!

Call (650) 289-5445 for 
more information or sign up 

at www.avenidas.org

PRESENT
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Thank You 2019 Business Partners!

Platinum Partners - $10,000
Ginny Kavanaugh, Realtor*

Terri Kerwin, Kerwin + Associates
Portola Valley Garage

Silver - $2,500
Carrie Davis, Coldwell Banker

Pollock Financial Group*
Roberts Market

Village Square Veterinary Hospital*
Westridge Wealth Strategies

Bronze - $1,250
Bianchini’s Market

Darci Reimund Designs
Helen & Brad Miller, Alain Pinel Realtors

Service by Medallion

Copper $1,000
Lola Sue Crawford, Coldwell Banker

Copper - $500
Alice’s Restaurant
Alpine Optometry

Country Sharon Apartments
D B LIN Construction

Jagoda Architecture Co.
Langley Hill Quarry

Pineda Tree Service, Inc.
The Village Doctor

Supporter - $350
GR8WORK Builders, Inc.

Supporter - $250
Antonio Cremona Salon

College Search Strategies
Dynasty Cleaners

Garden Task Force
Ladera Cleaners

Ladera Garden & Gifts

UPS Store

* 9th year participant in the Business Partner Program

Marketplace
PATTY’S 

HOUSE CLEANING 
SERVICE

• Residential & Commercial

•  15 Years of Experience

•  Good References

•  Free Estimates

Call any time

PATRICIA RAMIREZ
(650) 218-7034

To place an ad  
or get a quote,  

contact  
Nico Navarrete  
at 650.223.6582  

or email  
digitalads@

paweekly.com.

stewardship roots as enshrined 
in the Town General Plan.”
 “His infectious enthusiasm, 
mentorship and unwavering sup-
port sustained and inspired me.”
 Nate McKitterick, who served 
for 12 years on Portola Val-
ley’s Planning Commission, said 
Comstock “introduced me to, 
and was my mentor for, public 
service.” He said he appreciated 
Comstock’s “dry and often self-
deprecating humor.” 
 “I greatly benefited from his 

insights, advice (usually deliv-
ered using the Socratic method 
of asking questions), and encour-
agement. His devotion to both 
truth and kindness was an 
example,” McKitterick said.
 Comstock is survived by wife 
Anne Hillman (also known 
by her professional name of 
Patricia H. Gill); his sister, Mel 
Goertz (Herb) of Vermont; chil-
dren Charles (Betty) Comstock 
of Oregon, Leslie Comstock 
of Washington, Robert (Bar-
bara) Comstock of Pleasan-
ton, Kathryn Gill of Topanga, 
California, and Jeff Gill (Nancy 

Chung), of Brea, California; 
seven grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. 
 He was preceded in death 
by his first wife, Kathryn Ped-
dle Comstock, a photographer, 
painter and musician. 
 The family suggests that 
memorial donations be made to 
Rosener House, penvol.org/
rosenerhouse; The Land Insti-
tute, LandInstitute.org; the 
Computer History Museum, 
computerhistory.org; Peninsula 
Open Space Trust (POST), 
openspacetrust.org; or any char-
ity of choice. A

GEORGE COMSTOCK
continued from page 11

Pioneering pediatric transplant surgeon 
Oscar Salvatierra of Menlo Park dies

D
r. Oscar Salvatierra, 
renowned for his break-
through work that pro-

foundly improved kidney trans-
plantation for children, died 
March 16 in his Menlo Park 
home at the age of 83.
 The announcement from the 
Stanford School of Medicine, 
with which he was involved for 
decades, said his death was due 
to complications of Parkinson’s 
disease.
 “Dr. Salvatierra dedicated his 
career to making organ trans-
plants safer, more successful, and 
more widely and fairly acces-
sible,” Dr. Lloyd Minor, dean of 
the Stanford School of Medicine, 
said in the written announce-
ment. “His work in transplan-
tation helped restore health to 
thousands of people around the 
globe, including the many chil-
dren he cared for in the world-
class kidney transplant program 
he founded at Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital Stanford.”
 Salvatierra’s work transformed 
key aspects of kidney transplan-
tation for children, according 
to the Stanford School of Medi-
cine statement. He developed 
methods that made it possible to 
transplant adult-sized kidneys in 
small children, and pioneered a 
protocol that made it possible to 
avoid potentially harmful steroid 
medications for those young 
transplant recipients.
 “So many of the techniques 
we use now in pediatric kidney 
transplant are because of him,” 
Dr. Waldo Concepcion, a profes-
sor of surgery and pediatrics, 
said in the statement. “He want-
ed to understand the disease, 
understand the changes we make 
with surgery, understand the 
challenges that they create and 
figure out how to create a process 
to correct them.”
 In addition to his work in the 
hospital and the surgery, Salva-
tierra “was the physician most 
involved in the development 
and passage of the National 
Organ Transplant Act of 1984, 

the legislation that established 
a nationwide network to enable 
the fair and equitable allocation 
of donor organs to patients across 
the country,” according to the 
Stanford statement.
 He collaborated on the law, 
which also banned buying and 
selling donor organs, with then-
Congressman Al Gore. The Stan-
ford statement quoted the former 
vice president: “Oscar’s tireless 
dedication to the development of 
the National Organ Transplant 
Act helped revolutionize the 
medical field and human rights 
in the United States.”
 Born in Phoenix, Arizona, Sal-
vatierra was the first in his family 
to attend college, earning a schol-
arship to Georgetown University, 
where he graduated cum laude 
in 1957. After medical school 
at the University of Southern 
California, he completed residen-
cies in pediatric urology at Los 
Angeles Children’s Hospital and 
Los Angeles County Children’s 
Hospital, and in urology at the 
Los Angeles County-USC Medi-
cal Center, according to Stanford.
 He served in the U.S. Army 
Medical Corps in Vietnam, and 
later came to the University of 
California-San Francisco for a 
postdoctoral fellowship in trans-
plant surgery. In 1994, he arrived 
at the Packard children’s hospital 
to help establish its pediatric 
liver and kidney transplantation 
programs.
 Dr. Steven Alexander, profes-
sor of pediatrics and division 
chief of pediatric nephrology at 
Packard children’s hospital, said 
in the statement: “He was a gift-
ed clinician and one of the best 
doctors I have ever known. He 
was much loved by his patients 
and their families, and the 
kidney transplant program he 
founded at Packard Children’s 
Hospital has grown to be one of 
the largest and most successful 
in the world.”
 Salvatierra retired from his 
clinical responsibilities in 2006. 
He then served until 2015 as 

associate dean for medical stu-
dents at the School of Medicine, 
according to Stanford.
 His awards and honors were 
many, and, according to Stan-
ford, included: a lifetime achieve-
ment award from the Interna-
tional Pediatric Transplant Asso-
ciation, a special commendation 
resolution by the California 
Legislature, the UCSF Chancel-
lor’s Award for Public Service, 
Stanford’s Rambar-Mark Award 
for Excellence in Patient Care, 
and Stanford’s Franklin Ebaugh 
Award for Outstanding Medical 
Student Advising. He also was 
knighted by the Republic of Italy 
and received Argentina’s presi-
dential medal.
 Salvatierra is survived by his 
wife, Pam; a son, Mark Salva-
tierra of San Jose; a daughter, 
Lisa Rudloff of Centerport, New 
York; four grandchildren; and 
siblings Yrma, Hector, Julieta, 
Maria Christina and Mario.
 Services have been held, fol-
lowed by burial in Holy Cross 
Cemetery.
 The family prefers that memo-
rial donations be made to the Dr. 
Oscar Salvatierra Emergency 
Fund, PTA1191484-100HEUT, 
which Salvatierra helped estab-
lish to provide emergency funds 
for medical students who experi-
ence financial crises. The dona-
tions can be sent to Development 
Services, Stanford University, 
P.O. Box 20466, Stanford, CA 
94309. A

Courtesy of Lucile Packard Foundation  
for Children’s Health.

Dr. Oscar Salvatierra 
founded the kidney transplant 
program at Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital Stanford.
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It all started in Octo-
ber 2014, when Mike 
Goedde’s son, a pre-
cocious 2-year-old, 
insisted he wanted to 
be a diesel train for 
Halloween. 

Goedde, who grew up in Moun-
tain View and lives in Menlo 
Park, was amused, and set out to 
make his son’s wish a reality. 

But after an online search, he 
came up empty-handed. Yes, 
there was a soft-body “Thomas 
the Tank Engine” costume, with a 
picture of the TV train character, 
but his son wasn’t convinced. 

“I want a diesel train,” he had 
insisted. 

So Goedde got to work. He 
found images of diesel trains, 
settling on a glossy red and silver 
Santa Fe train image, and made 
his own version of the costume. 

“It took me, like, 60 hours of 
work,” he told The Almanac. 

But when the costume was 
complete, it had lights and sounds 
— and his son loved it. 

When the big night came, they 
headed for Menlo Park’s Hal-
loween hot spot, Sherman Ave-
nue. (For local trick-or-treaters, 

Goedde notes, Sherman Avenue 
is quite the Halloween scene. The 
street is shrouded in fog machine 
steam and residents sit on their 
front porches with massive bowls 
of candy, he says.) 

The costume was an instant hit. 
Other parents asked him where 
he had bought it, and when he 
explained that he had made it, 
several suggested that he figure 
out how to make and sell them. 

At first, he thought the idea was 
crazy — it had taken him tens of 
hours of work, plus three trips to 
Michael’s, the craft store. 

“Forget it,” he recalls thinking. 
But after a couple dozen people 

that night made the same sug-
gestion in one way or another, 
he began to warm to the idea. “I 
thought, OK, maybe this isn’t so 
stupid. Maybe there is something 
to it,” he says. 

The very next day, he woke up 
and began doing market research. 
What he found was promising: 
“There’s ample opportunity to 
sell these things globally,” he says 
He also found what seemed like 
thousands of online examples of 

See SUITABLES, page 16

Menlo Park man’s kid costume biz  
inspired by local trick-or-treat scene

By Kate Bradshaw  |  Photos by Magali Gauthier

Three inset photos, from top: 
Mike Goedde begins assembling a 
cardboard costume with his brother 
Dave in the Suitables studio; Mike 
Goedde folds pieces of cardboard 
costume; an assembled Suitables diesel 
engine cardboard costume.

Dave Goedde assembles a Suitables bulldozer costume in a garage the 
company works out of in Menlo Park. He and his twin brother Mike, a 
Menlo Park resident, work together to design and build costumes for kids.
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frazzled parents spending count-
less hours building homemade 
cardboard costumes. 

“It’s tens of hours of work, if not 
100 or more, depending on how 
elaborate these costumes are,” he 
notes. His aim became to create 
great-looking costumes that par-
ents can assemble in 20 minutes, 
complete with sound effects and, 
eventually, lights. 

Over the next couple of years, 
he spent long days working at his 
tech job, followed by long nights 
out in his Sharon Heights garage 
developing costume prototypes. 

At first, he did everything by 
hand, drafting with a pencil and 
paper, protractors and big rulers, 
but became frustrated with the 
slow pace. So he taught himself to 
master computer-aided design, or 
CAD, software, using design files 
to print and cut out cardboard 
pieces on an automated cutting 
table. 

Coming from the high-tech 
world — he worked at Juniper 
Technologies in Sunnyvale for 
about 15 years — he approached 
others in tech about the possibil-
ity of helping to fund his enter-
prise, but the interest wasn’t high, 
he says. 

But that didn’t deter him. 
Acknowledging that startup capi-
tal was unlikely, he says, his new 
attitude was: “If I build it, they 
will come.” Today, he adds, “I 
built them, and now people are 
getting interested.” 

About a year ago, Goedde 
quit his tech work to pursue the 
costume business full time. The 
company formally launched in 
September, selling only through 
its website. 

Throughout this work, though, 
Goedde hasn’t been alone — he’s 
had a secret weapon, his identical 
twin brother, Dave. While Mike 
does the kit design, Dave does the 
graphic design work. “We’re like 
one brain split into two people. 
He picks up on the things I want 
to do,” Mike says. 

High-profile customers and 
next steps

In mid-February, the brothers 
took their product on the road 
to the American International 
Toy Fair, held in New York City. 
It’s a giant trade show and one 
of the largest in the toy industry, 
Goedde says. 

The following week, the toy 
was featured on “Live with Kelly 
and Ryan” — a Feb. 20 segment 
highlighting toys from the fair. 
During the show, Kelly Ripa 
appeared on-screen wearing a 
modified version of Goedde’s 
airplane costume (it had been 
cut in half and rejoined), after 
which orders continued to tick 
up, Goedde says. 

Following the TV appear-
ance of the costume, Goedde 
says, a major celebrity requested 
an overnight custom costume 
order. (The celebrity is so popular 
Goedde was asked to sign a non-
disclosure agreement, he notes.) 

While the costumes for sale 
are currently for kids ages 2 to 7, 
Goedde plans to expand the busi-
ness into adult costumes, “pop-
up” birthday party and pinata 
kits, and costumes tailored for 
children in wheelchairs. He also 
plans to continue to expand the 
collection of officially licensed 
costumes to appeal to Star Wars 
and Disney fans. 

Mastering the art of the 3D 
cardboard kit, he says, might also 
open the door to create another 
brand that would sell cardboard 
furniture kits and stage set kits 
for frequently staged school the-
ater productions.  

Go to suitables.com for more 
information. A

Learn more and register: csp.stanford.edu/daVinci

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of on-campus and online courses in liberal arts and sciences, 
creative writing, and professional and personal development. Courses are taught by notable Stanford faculty, 

experienced professionals, and leaders in their fields. All adults are welcome to attend.

8 weeks, April 16–June 4, 2019
Tuesdays, 7:00–8:50 pm

The Genius of Leonardo da Vinci:
A 500th Anniversary Celebration

SPRING2019

Leonardo da Vinci, who died on May 2, 1519, observed the world around him—“all the 
manifest works of nature,” as he put it—with boundless curiosity and inexhaustible patience. 
This eight-week course commemorates the 500th anniversary of Leonardo’s death, bringing 
together scholars from several disciplines—history, music, art history, and the history of 
science—to address the work of a great and endlessly fascinating mind.

Speakers include special guests from Italy:  Paolo Galluzzi, Director, Museo Galileo, Florence, and 
Federica Favino, Research Fellow and Lecturer in History of Science, La Sapienza University, Rome.
  
Topics include: The Challenge of the Portrait • The Ideal Church • The World of Renaissance 
Mathematics • History of the Earth and the Fate of Man • Anatomy and Engineering • Science of 
Music • Insights on Perception and the Search for the Soul
  
For a complete listing of speakers and topics, please visit csp.stanford.edu/daVinci

Schedule a free
in-home assessment.
Includes home safety evaluation

(650) 328-1001

What Care
Means to Us

At Care Indeed, care is not just a word, 

it’s an action, a passion and a mission. 

Our goal is to help seniors age 

gracefully while providing care that 

adds years to life and life to years.

Let us show you how.

890 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park
www.CareIndeed.com | HCO #414700023

SUITABLES
continued from page 15

About the cover: Kieran 
Goedde stands between his 
uncle and father, Dave and Mike 

costume request inspired the 

business Suitables, which is 
based in Menlo Park. Photo by 
Magali Gauthier/The Almanac.

Suitables formally launched in September. The company has already 
completed a custom costume order for a major celebrity.
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Exhibit A Exhibit B

DATE: 12-04-18 
ANNEXED TO: WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT 
NAME OF ANNEXATION: WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT
GEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION 
LANDS OF VINGIELLO 
PROPOSED ANNEXATION TO WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT 
l.379 ACRES +!-

ALL THAT REAL PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY, COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEING ALL OF LOT 15, BLOCK 1 AND PORTIONS OF SIOUX WAY AS BOTH ARE DESIGNATED ON 
THE MAP ENTITLED ”TRACT NO. 774 ARROWHEAD MEADOWS UNIT NO. 4, BEING A PORTION 
OF THE RANCHO CORTE MADERA, SAN MATEO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA”, FILED IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE RECORDER OF THE COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, STA TE OF CALIFORNIA ON MARCH 17, 
1959 IN BOOK 50 OF MAPS AT PAGES 45 TO 48 MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE S0UT!1WESTERLY CORNER OF SAID LOT 15, SAID POINT ALSO BEING 
THE SOUTHEASTERLY CORNER OF RESOLUTION NO. 1072 (87); THENCE CONTINUING AWNG 
THE WESTERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 15 AND THE EASTERLY LINE OF SAID RESOLUTION NO. 
1072 (87), ALONG A RADIAL BEARING OF NORTH 15°07‘02” EAST 238.39 FEET (1) TO A POINT 
ON A CURVE, CONCAVE SOUTHWESTERLY, HA YING A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 09‘24‘ 12” AND 
A RADIUS OF 525.00 FEET, SAID POINT BEING THE NORTHWESTERLY CORNER OF SAID LOT 
15, THE NORTHEASTERLY CORNER OF SAID RESOLUTION NO. 1072 (87) AND THE MOST 
SOUTHWESTERLY CORNER OF A WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT ANNEXATION FOR 40 SIOUX 
WAY; THENCE LEA YING SAID RESOLUTION NO. I 072 (87) SOUTHEASTERLY AND ALONG SAJD 
CURVE AND ALONG SAID SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID ANNEXATION FOR 40 SIOUX WAY, 86_ 16 
FEET (2); THENCE LEA VJNG SAID LOT 15,AND CONTINUING ALONG SAID ANNEXATION FOR40 
SIOUX WAY ALONG A RADIAL BEARING OF NORTH 24°31‘14” EAST 50.00 FEET (3) TO A POINT 
ON THE NORTHEASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF SIOUX WAY AS SHOWN ON SAID MAP, BEING 
A POINT ON A CURVE, CONCA VE SOUTHWESTERLY, HA YING A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 25°58‘46” 
AND A RADIUS OF 575.00 FEET; THENCE LEA YING SAID ANNEXATION FOR 40 SIOUX WAY, 
SOUTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID CURVE, 260.72 FEET (4); THENCE LEAVING SAID CURVE AWNG A 
RADIAL BEARING OF SOUTH 50°30‘00” WEST 50.00 FEET (5) TO THE MOST EASTERLY CORNER 
OF SAID LOT 15; THENCEAWNG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 15, SOUTH 66‘l9‘44”WEST 
150.95 FEET (6) TO AN ANGLE POINT ON THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 15, SAID POINT 
ALSO BEING THE NORTHEASTERLY CORNER OF RESOLUTION NO. 1139 (90); THENCE ALONG 
SAID SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 15 AND THE NORTHERLY LINE OF SAID RESOLUTION 
1139 (90), NORTH 89°00‘00” WEST 160.00 FEET (7) TO THE NORTH EASTERLY CORNER OF 
RESOLUTION NO. 937; THENCE CONTINUING ALONG SAID LOT 15 AND 
LEAVING RESOLUTION NO. l .139 (90) AND CONTINUING ALONG THE 
NORTHERLY LINE OF SAID RESOLUTION NO. 937, NORTH 89‘00‘00” WEST 
32.14 FEET (8) TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

CONTAINING l.379ACRES +/-

FOR ASSESSMENT PURPOSES ONLY. THIS DESCRIPTION OF LAND IS NOT 
A LEGAL PROPERTY DESCRIPTION AS DEFINED IN THE SUBDIVISION 
MAP ACT AND MAY NOT BE USED AS THE BASIS FOR AN OFFER FOR 
SALE OF THE !AND DESCRIBED. 

RESOLUTION NO.    _2140     (2019)

RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO ANNEX CERTAIN TERRITORY TO THE WEST BAY SANITARY 
DISTRICT ON-SITE WASTEWATER DISPOSAL ZONE

LANDS OF VINGIELLO
The District Board of West Bay Sanitary District finds and determines as follows:

A. This Resolution of Intention is adopted pursuant to the District’s “Zone Master Annexation Resolution” (“ZOMAR”), which was adopted 
by the District Board August 12, 1996. The provisions of ZOMAR are incorporated by reference into this Resolution of Intention.

B. The District has received an application to annex a parcel of real property (the “Parcel”) to the District’s On-Site Wastewater Disposal 
Zone (the “Zone”). The Parcel is described in Exhibit “A” attached to this Resolution of Intention and the description contained in the 
Exhibits are incorporated by reference. The name and address of the applicants and the number, type, volume and location of on-site 
wastewater disposal systems which are proposed to operate on the parcels to be annexed are described in Exhibit “B” attached to 
this Resolution of Intention and the information contained in the Exhibit are incorporated by reference.

C. The applicants have demonstrated to the satisfaction of the District Board that the Parcel constitutes “real property” for the purposes 
of Section 2(b) of ZOMAR in that:

X All of the conditions described in Subsections i., ii., iii., iv. and v. of ZOMAR Section 2(b) are satisfied; or
Other conditions exist which demonstrate that the Parcel will benefit directly or indirectly from the activities of the Zone. If applicable, 

those conditions are also set forth in Exhibit “B” and are incorporated by reference.
D. All of the conditions and requirements of ZOMAR Sections 2(a), 2(c), 2(d) and 2(e) have been fully satisfied.
In consideration of the foregoing findings and determinations,
IT IS RESOLVED by the District Board as follows:
1. It is the intention of the District Board to annex the Parcel to the Zone pursuant to the provisions of ZOMAR and applicable provisions 

of law.
2. In conjunction with a meeting of the District Board to be duly and regularly called and conducted, the Board will conduct a Public 

Hearing for the purpose of considering all matters pertaining to this Resolution of Intention.
The time, date and place of the Public Hearing are:
Date: April 24, 2019
Time: 7:00 PM
Place: West Bay Sanitary District Offices, 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025
At the Public Hearing, all interested persons will be heard.
3.  This Resolution of Intention shall be published and copies shall be delivered to the persons and entities as specified in ZOMAR 

Section 2(e)(i.).
4. A true copy of this Resolution of Intention shall promptly be filed for record in the office of the County Recorder of the County of San 

Mateo.
5. The District Manager shall cause the matters set forth in Sections 3 and 4 of this Resolution of Intention to be completed as directed.

is concerned about increased 
school enrollment without addi-
tional funding for the district in 
property taxes.
 The Menlo Park Fire Protec-
tion District is worried about the 
densities, heights and massing 
of new buildings, as well as a 
lack of backup water storage for 
fighting fires downtown. 
 One of the goals of the down-
town plan was to “revitalize” 
the city’s downtown, both along 
Santa Cruz Avenue and El 
Camino Real. But some say that 
progress on this front has been 
slow. 
 According to resident Evan 
Goldin, the closest businesses 
to his home are shuttered. “I’m 
tired of having a dreary neigh-
borhood,” he said. 
 Mayor Ray Mueller said he 
wants the plan to promote 
downtown improvements 
“organically.” Past initiatives, 
such as approving changes to 
the Guild Theater and build-
ing street cafe areas on Santa 
Cruz Avenue, have been one-off 
projects, he pointed out. During 
the last review, the City Council 
suggested that staff look at how 
to preserve retail businesses, but 
staff members said they need 
further clarity on how to pursue 
that goal. 
 Community Development 
Director Mark Muenzer said, 
“As we move into amending 
the downtown specific plan, it’s 
very important we do as much 
outreach as possible.”
 Several members of the city’s 
Housing Commission, speaking 
as individuals during the public 
comment period, emphasized 
the need for the city to zone for 
higher-density housing, espe-
cially affordable housing.
 “We will not ever get afford-
able housing on private land, 
because it’s too expensive,” 
Housing Commissioner Karen 
Grove said. She added that the 
commission would like to see 
public land dedicated to provid-
ing affordable housing — poten-
tially as a shared-use project 
with a parking garage or other 
public use. 
 As for the next steps, Muenzer 
said, staff is likely to consider 
expanding the boundaries of 
the downtown specific plan, 
and might reconsider where 
multi-family housing could be 
zoned. If the council decides to 
move forward to explore further 
development downtown beyond 
what the current plan permits, 
additional environmental analy-
sis would be needed and consul-
tants would need to be hired, he 
added.
 Council members agreed to 
give staff as long as needed to 
collect more data before sched-
uling a follow-up meeting. A

DEVELOPMENT
continued from page 7
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G U I D E TO 2019 S U M M E R C A M P S FO R K I D S

ACADEMICS

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
The Harker School’s summer programs for children K - grade 12 

offer the perfect balance of learning and fun! Programs are led 

by dedicated facult y and staff who are experts at combining 

summer fun and learning. Strong academics and inspiring 

enrichment programs are offered in full day, partial and morning 

only sessions.

www.harker.org/summer (408) 553-5737

i2 Camp at Castilleja School Palo Alto
i2 Camp offers week-long immersion programs that engage 

middle school girls in the fields of science, technology, 

engineering and math (STEM). The fun and intimate hands-on 

activities of the courses strive to excite and inspire participants 

about STEM, creating enthusiasm that will hopefully spill over to 

their schoolwork and school choices in future years.

www.castilleja.org/i2camp (650) 470-7833 

iD Tech Stanford/Bay Area
The world’s #1 summer STEM program held at Stanford, Palo Alto 

High School, and 150+ locations nationwide. With innovative 

courses in coding, game development, robotics, and design, 

our programs instill in-demand skills that embolden students 

to shape the future. iD Tech Camps (weeklong, 7-17), Alexa Café 

(weeklong, all-girls, 10-15), iD Tech Academies (2-week, 13-18).

idtech.com/locations/california-summer-camps/ 

stanford-university   (844) 788-1858

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series on 
Biomedical Research Stanford
EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford. Stanford EXPLORE 

offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn from 

Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics 

in biomedical science, including bioengineering, neurobiology, 

immunology and many others.

explore.stanford.edu explore-series@stanford.edu

Summer at Sand Hill School Palo Alto
June 26 to July 23. If you’re looking for a great summer learning 

plus fun option for your child and you want them to be ready 

for fall, please join us at Sand Hill. The morning Literacy Program 

(8:30 to noon) provides structured, systematic instruction for 

students with learning challenges entering grades 1-8 in the 

fall. The afternoon Enrichment Camp (Noon to 4) focuses on 

performing arts, social skills and fun. Choose morning, afternoon 

or full day. 

www.sandhillschool.org/summer (650) 688-3605

Write Now!  Palo Alto 
Summer Writing Camps Pleasanton
Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson 

School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton. 

Courses this year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing and 

Presentation Skills. Visit our website for more information.  

www.headsup.org Emerson: (650) 424-1267 
 Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Art and Soul Camp Palo Alto
Art, cooking, tinkering, yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate 

multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our 

children to interpret their world. Summer Unplugged! is 

appropriate for ages 6-11 years. Located at Walter Hays School. 

www.artandsoulpa.com (650) 269-0423 

Castilleja Summer Camp  
for Girls Palo Alto Palo Alto
Casti Camp offers girls entering gr. 2-6 a range of age-appropriate 

activities including athletics, art, science, computers, writing, 

crafts, cooking, drama and music classes each day along with 

weekly field trips. Leadership program available for girls entering 

gr. 7-9.

www.castilleja.org/summercamp (650) 470-7833

City of Mountain View   
Recreation Mountain View
Come have a blast with us this summer! We have something for 

everyone – Recreation Camps, Specialty Camps, Sports Camps, 

Swim Lessons, and more! Programs begin June 4 – register early!

www.mountainview.gov/register (650) 903-6331

City of Palo Alto Summer Camps Palo Alto
A wide array of camps, from theater and tennis to ceramics and 

coding. Kids in kindergarten through high school can participate 

in camps during week-long sessions from June 3 to Aug 9. 

www.cityofpaloalto.org/summercamps  
 (650) 463-4949

Community School of Music Mountain View
Community School of Mountain View Music and Arts (CSMA) 

Mountain View 50+ creative camps for Gr. K-8! Drawing, Painting, 

Ceramics, Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops, 

more! One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. 

Extended care from 8:30am-5:30pm. Financial aid offered. 

www.arts4all.org (650) 917-6800 ext. 0

Oshman Family JCC Camps Palo Alto
Camps at the OFJCC introduce your child to new experiences 

while creating friendships in a fun and safe environment. We 

work to build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new 

skills.

www.paloaltojcc.org/Camps (650) 223-8622

Palo Alto Community  
Child Care (PACCC) Palo Alto
PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide 

variety of engaging opportunities. We are excited to announce 

all of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), PACCC 

Special Interest Units (S.I.U.), F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and 

Entertainment), J.V. Sports and Operation: Chef! Periodic field 

trips, special visitors and many engaging camp activities, songs 

and skits round out the variety of offerings at PACCC Summer 

Camps. Open to campers from all communities. Register online.

www.paccc.org (650) 493-2361 

Stanford Jazz Workshop Stanford
World-renowned jazz camps at Stanford. Week-long jazz 

immersion programs for middle school musicians (July 8-12), 

high school (July 14-19 and and July 21-26), and adults (July 28-

Aug. 2). All instruments and vocals. No jazz experience necessary!

www.stanfordjazz.org (650) 736-0324

TheatreWorks  Palo Alto 
Silicon Valley Menlo Park
April 1 - 5, June 3 - August 2. Kids have fun, create a character, and 

learn lifelong performance skills at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s 

Theatre Camps. TheatreWorks offers camps during spring break 

(offered in Palo and Menlo Park, April 1 - 5) and summer camps 

(six sessions offered in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, and Los Altos 

between June 3 - August 2) for children and youth in grades K-6. 

Professional teaching artists lead students in activities including 

acting, dance, play writing, and stagecraft skills. Sibling discounts 

and extended care available. 

www.theatreworks.org/education (650) 463-7146

ATHLETICS

Dance Connection Palo Alto Palo Alto
Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family 

and a “home away from home” for our community of children 

and teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy 

and atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer 

Dance Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up and 

features our new “This is Me!” Empowerment Camp along with 

Teen Jazz and Hip Hop Camps.  A Summer Session for ages 3 to 

adults will be offered from June 3-August 2.

www.danceconnectionpaloalto.com/dance-
connection-event-calendar/summer-dance-camps

 (650) 852-0418 or (650) 322-7032 

Kim Grant Tennis  Palo Alto 
Summer Camps Monterey Bay
Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner, 

Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis 

levels. Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve 

player technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all 

around game. Weekly camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps 

in Monterey Bay. SO MUCH FUN!

www.KimGrantTennis.com Text: 650-690-0678 
 Call: 650-752-8061

Nike Tennis Camps Bay Area
Junior overnight and day tennis camps for boys and girls, ages 

9-18 offered throughout June, July and August. Adult weekend 

clinics available June and August. Camps directed by head 

men’s coach, Paul Goldstein, head women’s coach, Lele Forood, 

and associate men’s and women’s coaches, Brandon Coupe 

and Frankie Brennan. Join the fun and get better at tennis this 

summer.

www.ussportscamps.com (800) NIKE-CAMP 
 (800) 645-3226

Run for Fun Camps Bay Area
Run for Fun’s mission is to provide creative and engaging play 

for all youth by getting kids active in an inclusive community 

centered around outdoor fun! We pride ourselves on hiring 

an enthusiastic, highly trained staff who love what they do. 

Summer 2019 features four weeks of Adventure Day Camp and 

two weeks of Overnight Camp High Five. Adventure Day Camp 

is a new discovery every day filled with sports, crafts and nature, 

including explorations to Camp Jones Gulch, Capitola Beach, 

Foothills Park, Shoreline Lake and Great America. Camp High Five 

is six days and five nights of traditional overnight camp mixed 

with challenge-by-choice activities, campfires, friendships and 

lots of laughter.

www.runforfuncamps.com/summer-camps-and-

school-holiday-camps/camp-overview 
 (650) 823-5167

Stanford Athletics & Youth Stanford
Stanford Youth Programs brings you Camp Cardinal! Week-long 

day camp programs on campus for kids (grades K – 10) from  June 

3 – August 9. Space is limited so register online now.

campcardinal.org (650) 736-5436

Stanford Baseball Camps Stanford
At Sunken Diamond on the campus of Stanford University. A 

variety of camps are offered to benefit a wide range of age 

groups and skill sets. Campers will gain instruction in several 

baseball skills, fundamentals, team concepts, and game play. 

www.stanfordbaseballcamp.com (650) 725-2054

Stanford Water Polo Camps Stanford
New to water polo or have experience, we have a camp for you. 

Half day or full day options for boys and girls ages 7 and up. All 

camps provide fundamental skills, scrimmages and games.   

www.stanfordwaterpolocamps.com (650) 725-9016

Wheel Kids  Addison Elementary,  
Bike Camps Palo Alto
Adventure Riding Camp for rising 1st - 8th gr, Two Wheelers Club 

for rising K - 3rd gr. Week-long programs from 8:30 - 4, starting 

June 3rd. Join us as we embark on bicycling adventures for the 

more experienced rider or help those just learning to ride.

www.wheelkids.com/palo-alto (650) 646-5435

YMCA of Silicon Valley  
Summer Camps Silicon Valley
At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, make 

friends, and feel that they belong. With hundreds of Summer Day 

Camps plus Overnight Camps, you will find a camp that’s right 

for your family. Sign up today, camps are filling up! Financial 

assistance is available.

www.ymcasv.org/summercamp (408) 351-6473

For more information about these camps visit paloaltoonline.com/camp_connection. To advertise in this weekly directory, call (650) 326-8210.

Camp Connection
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N E W S

RESOLUTION NO.    2141    (2019)

RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO ANNEX CERTAIN TERRITORY TO THE WEST BAY 
SANITARY DISTRICT ON-SITE WASTEWATER DISPOSAL ZONE

LANDS OF SCHROEDER
The District Board of West Bay Sanitary District finds and determines as follows:
A. This Resolution of Intention is adopted pursuant to the District’s “Zone Master Annexation Resolution” (“ZOMAR”), which was adopt-

ed by the District Board August 12, 1996. The provisions of ZOMAR are incorporated by reference into this Resolution of Intention.
B. The District has received an application to annex a parcel of real property (the “Parcel”) to the District’s On-Site Wastewater Disposal 

Zone (the “Zone”). The Parcel is described in Exhibit “A” attached to this Resolution of Intention and the description contained in the 
Exhibits are incorporated by reference. The name and address of the applicants and the number, type, volume and location of on-site 
wastewater disposal systems which are proposed to operate on the parcels to be annexed are described in Exhibit “B” attached to 
this Resolution of Intention and the information contained in the Exhibit are incorporated by reference.

C. The applicants have demonstrated to the satisfaction of the District Board that the Parcel constitutes “real property” for the purpos-
es of Section 2(b) of ZOMAR in that:

X All of the conditions described in Subsections i., ii., iii., iv. and v. of ZOMAR Section 2(b) are satisfied; or
 Other conditions exist which demonstrate that the Parcel will benefit directly or indirectly from the activities of the Zone. If applicable, 

those conditions are also set forth in Exhibit “B” and are incorporated by reference.
 All of the conditions and requirements of ZOMAR Sections 2(a), 2(c), 2(d) and 2(e) have been fully satisfied.
 In consideration of the foregoing findings and determinations,
 IT IS RESOLVED by the District Board as follows:
It is the intention of the District Board to annex the Parcel to the Zone pursuant to the provisions of ZOMAR and applicable provisions 

of law.
In conjunction with a meeting of the District Board to be duly and regularly called and conducted, the Board will conduct a Public 

Hearing for the purpose of considering all matters pertaining to this Resolution of Intention.
The time, date and place of the Public Hearing are:
Date: April 24, 2019
Time: 7:00 PM
Place: West Bay Sanitary District Offices, 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025
At the Public Hearing, all interested persons will be heard.
This Resolution of Intention shall be published and copies shall be delivered to the persons and entities as specified in ZOMAR Section 

2(e)(i.).
A true copy of this Resolution of Intention shall promptly be filed for record in the office of the County Recorder of the County of San 

Mateo.
The District Manager shall cause the matters set forth in Sections 3 and 4 of this Resolution of Intention to be completed as directed.

Exhibit A Exhibit B

LinkedIn CEO to 
speak at Hillview

 LinkedIn CEO Jeff Weiner 
will sit down with Menlo Park 
City School District officials on 
Wednesday, March 27, to discuss 
the value of teaching students 
compassion.
  Kristen Gracia, Oak Knoll 
School principal, and district 
Superintendent Erik Burmeister 
will moderate the discussion, 
“The Importance of Teach-
ing Compassion to our Kids.” 
Gracia and Burmeister will talk 
about their own methods of 
promoting compassion in the 
schools.
 Weiner, who joined LinkedIn 
in 2008, serves on the board of 
directors for Everfi, a company 
that offers online courses in life 
skills, such as how to manage 
finances, harassment-preven-
tion training for the workforce, 
and alcohol education for col-
lege students. At Everfi, he is 
helping to develop a program to 
help ensure that compassion is 
taught in every primary school 
in the country, according to the 
school district. 
 There will be refreshments and 
free child care on site for potty-
trained children through the 
camp Steve & Kate’s. 
 The event takes place from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. in Hillview’s Per-
forming Arts Center, 1100 Elder 
Ave. in Menlo Park. 
 For more information, go to 
mpcsdspeakerseries.com.

— By Angela Swartz

PV council looks 
at housing option

 A study session with Stan-
ford University officials on the 
topic of adding housing to the 
university’s 89 acres of open 
space known as the “Stanford 
Wedge” is on the agenda of the 
Portola Valley Town Council on 
Wednesday, March 27.
 The meeting starts at 7 p.m. in 
the Historic Schoolhouse at 765 
Portola Road.
 The Stanford property is along 
Alpine Road, mostly between 
Westridge and Golden Oak 
drives, with approximately 14 
acres across Alpine near the 
Glenoaks Equestrian Center. 
Since the early 1990s it has been 
designated to allow multi-family 
housing for employees or staff 
affiliated with the university. 
Such affiliated housing is also 
allowed at the Priory school and 
the Sequoias, and the Priory 
is currently adding additional 
housing that will bring its total 
on-site housing to 27 units. 
 Also on the agenda is final 
approval of an ordinance that 
will add more flexibility to the 
rules allowing accessory dwell-
ing units in town.
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Artscene
By Sue Dremman

M
usical icons abound in 
the pantheon of rock 
‘n’ roll, but like so many 

brilliant African-American trail-
blazers in the roots of American 
music, Sister Rosetta Tharpe has 
been forgotten by many except for 
a few musicians. Until now.

TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s 
West Coast premiere of “Marie 
and Rosetta,” a rollicking one-act 
musical play, is an “amen” to one 
of the 20th century’s greats: a 
woman who influenced the likes 
of Elvis Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis, 
Little Richard and Ray Charles. 
It will leave audiences dancing in 
their seats.

Developed at TheatreWorks’ 
2015 New Works Festival by 
award-winning playwright 
George Brant (“Elephant’s Grave-
yard,” “Grounded”), the show 
focuses mainly on a short segment 
of Tharpe’s life and her relation-
ship with her partner in music 
(and reportedly for a while, in 
life), Marie Knight. That focus, 
rather than taking a broad view, 
gives the play much of its strength.

Tharpe was a gospel superstar 
in the 1930s and 1940s, the first 
to take church music mainstream. 
Born Rosetta Nubin in 1915 in 

Cotton Plant, Arkansas, she trav-
eled throughout the southern 
states with her mother, a musician 
and preacher with the Church of 
God in Christ, a mainly African-
American Pentecostal denomi-
nation. Widely recognized as a 
prodigy, Tharpe started perform-
ing when she was 6 years old.

She went from the pulpit to the 
Cotton Club in Harlem, scorching 
the stage with her electric guitar 
and powerful vocals. She never 
left gospel or the church entirely, 
but she raised eyebrows among 
more conservative churchgoers 
for her guitar playing prowess 
outside of sacred spaces and for 
singing sexually suggestive cross-
over songs such as “Four or Five 
Times” and the boogie-woogie-
and-swing-inspired “I Want a Tall 
Skinny Papa.”

“Marie and Rosetta” begins at 
that juncture. In 1946, Tharpe is 
beginning to be eclipsed by other 
gospel luminaries such as Maha-
lia Jackson. She is trying to make a 
comeback to the church but is still 
being branded by her secular for-
ays. That year, she spotted Marie 
Knight performing on a bill with 

Jackson and immediately invited 
the younger performer to join her 
tour.

At their first rehearsal, inside 
Walter’s Funeral Home and 
Insurance Company in Missis-
sippi, the two women cautiously 
circle around each other amid 
the showroom caskets. Tharpe, 
played by Michelle E. Jordan, a 
TheatreWorks veteran (“It Ain’t 
Nothin’ But the Blues,” “Ain’t 
Misbehavin’,” “Dreamgirls”), is 
big and brassy, a veteran of 
the road. Knight, performed by 
Marissa Rudd, (TheatreWorks’ 
“Tuck Everlasting,” last summer’s 
New Works Festival), is tall, svelte 
and a proper church lady and rela-
tive newcomer.

Jim Crow restrictions forced 
black touring performers to stay 
where they could, seeking the 
kindness of strangers and friends 
rather than at whites-only motels. 
Knight fears the mortuary’s 
ghosts; Tharpe hilariously praises 
the comforts of a plush, white-
velvet-lined casket. Get used to it. 
They won’t be inside the church 
but instead playing at a tobacco 
warehouse on the outskirts of 
town, she notes.

Knight has other concerns: 
whether working with Tharpe 
might end her career before it 
starts because she “is making 
gospel sound dirty.”

But Tharpe has all the pithy 
rejoinders:

“God don’t want the devil to 
have all the good music,” she says.

Jordan owns this show. When 
she belts out Tharpe’s signature 
rendition of “This Train,” she 
makes the audience want to 
jump out of their seats and shout, 
“hallelujah!”

She’s a lovable gruff, stacked 
high with charisma. She also gets 
to deliver most of the funniest 
lines in Brant’s well-written script.

Rudd initially plays Knight as 
prim, righteous and tentative. 
But the two women share a bond 
that goes beyond their music. 

Both have man troubles; both 
are women striving to leave their 
mark on the world. “Marie and 
Rosetta” is a story about “sister-
hood,” the building of a relation-
ship between two women. It’s also 
about choices.

Tharpe tells Knight she can go 
on a life-long journey sharing her 
prodigious gifts with the world. 
Or “you can sing on Sundays for 
a grateful congregation, kiss your 
babies and tuck them in at night 
and be a maid during the week.”

As the two formulate their 
repertoire, with Tharpe’s urging, 
Knight loosens her hips and her 
voice. And what a voice Rudd 
has. It is at once operatic, smooth 
as satin and powerful enough to 
vibrate the air in the entire audito-
rium. The synergy between these 
two women brings out some of 
the most moving performances. 
The duet “Didn’t It Rain” didn’t 
just hit the sweet spot: It ignited 
the room.

The actors don’t play their own 
instruments in this play, and 
that’s perhaps its only weakness. It 
was more believable when they sat 
behind the piano, but less so when 
the actors handled the guitars. 
But the music is performed deftly 
behind the scenes by William 
Liberatore on piano and Schuyler 
McFadden on guitars. Amplified 

from the stage, the sound was 
unified with the performances.

Artistic Director Robert Kelley, 
a lover of rhythm and blues who 
spent his youth playing piano in 
bands and riding his bicycle to 
East Palo Alto’s Charm Beauty 
Salon and Record Store to pur-
chase records by black artists, 
understands how to stage a pro-
duction that remains true to this 
kind of music and the characters. 
It is at once sinewy and volup-
tuous — without any excesses.

I don’t want to spoil the sur-
prise ending but it will bring the 
audience to tears and to their 
feet. Don’t be afraid to clap and 
lift your hands in joy, praise and 
surrender. Go see “Marie and 
Rosetta.” 

— Sue Dremann writes for the 
Palo Alto Weekly,

The Almanac’s sister publication.

By Elena Kadvany

W
hat was once Menlo 
Grill has reopened with 
a new name, chef and 

menu at the Stanford Park Hotel 
at 100 El Camino Real in Menlo 
Park.

Now Menlo Tavern, the res-
taurant’s bar and dining room 
opened earlier this month.

General Manager Patrick Lane 
said in a previous interview that 
he decided to run the restaurant 
as its own business separate from 

the hotel, which prompted the 
revamp.

The updated menu skews 
toward American comfort food, 
like skillet cornbread, deviled 
eggs, cast iron-seared salmon, 
burgers (including a meatless 
Impossible Burger), pasta, roasted 
chicken and filet mignon. Lunch 
dishes range from $15 to $19, and 
dinner entrees range from $16 to 
$39. Those looking to splurge can 
get the “fries and bubbles,” French 
fries with a bottle of Veuve Clic-
quot ($135), or California white 

sturgeon caviar, creme fraiche 
and potato chips paired with a 
martini ($45).

The restaurant is meant to serve 
the local community as much as 
hotel guests, Lane said.

Menlo Tavern opens for break-
fast at 6:30 a.m. Monday through 
Friday and 7:30 a.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. Lunch starts daily at 11 
a.m. and dinner at 5 p.m. The bar 
is open daily until midnight. A

Elena Kadvany is a staff writer 
for the Palo Alto Weekly, The 

Almanac’s sister paper.

Say ‘hallelujah’
TheatreWorks brings the music of rock ‘n’ roll 
trailblazer Sister Rosetta Tharpe to the stage

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD        WOODSIDE, CA 94062

PLANNING COMMISSION
APRIL 3, 2019         6:00 PM

PUBLIC HEARING
1. William L. Butler ASRA2018-0017 / X2DR2018-0001 / VARI2019-0001
2 Montelena Court Planner: Sage Schaan, Principal Planner

Presentation and approval, conditional approval, or denial of a proposal for 
a vehicle gate, adjacent pylons, and other site improvements, including a 
second driveway, which requires approval of a Second Driveway Exception. 
The Planning Commission will also review the applicant’s interpretation of 
Principal Access Driveway; or alternatively a Variance to exceed maximum 
paved area and surface coverage.  The application for the Second Driveway 
Exception seeks to resolve an existing code violation for installation of the 
second driveway without required permits.  Finally, the application requires 
review by the Town Council for fencing and a small portion of driveway 

making body on the project will be the Town Council.

7:00 PM [Special Start Time]

2. The Glens Neighborhood
 Study Session:  Non-conforming Regulations 
 Planner: Planning Director Jackie Young

Review of the Glens Neighborhood data compiled during the six neighbor-
hood walking meetings in February and March 2019; and discussion of 
alternatives for code change considerations, the Glens residents’ proposals, 
and neighborhood improvements. 

Menlo Grill reopens as Menlo Tavern

Photo by Kevin Berne

Sister Rosetta Tharpe (Michelle E. Jordan) and Marie Knight 
(Marissa Rudd) perform together in “Marie and Rosetta.”

THEATER REVIEW

What: “Marie and Rosetta.”

Where: Lucie Stern Theatre, 

1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.

When: Through March 31, 

Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m., Wednesdays at 

2 and 7:30 p.m., Thursdays and Fridays 

at 8p.m., 

Saturdays at 2 and 8 p.m., Sundays at 

2 and 7 p.m.

Cost: $40-$100.

Info: TheatreWorks.org or 

call 650-463-1960.
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Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578  
or email asantillan@paweekly.com for legal advertising.

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
GABRIEL’S GARDEN SERVICE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 280478 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Gabriel’s Garden Service, located at 1 Newell 
Ct., Apart. 1112, East Palo Alto, CA 94303, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JUAN GABRIEL CASTRO 
1 Newell Ct. Apart. 1112 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 02/22/2019. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
February 22, 2019.  
(ALM Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2019)

A & A BROTHERS LANDSCAPING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 280581 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
A & A Brothers Landscaping, located at 2921 
Westside Ave., Apt. #1, Redwood City, CA 
94063, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
MARCO RANGEL RODRIGUEZ 
2921 Westside Ave. Apt. 1 
Redwood City, CA 94063  
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 3-4-19. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
March 4, 2019. 
(ALM Mar. 13, 20, 27; Apr. 3, 2019)

COMPASS CONSULTANTS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 280382 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Compass Consultants, located at 1195 Los 
Trancos Rd., Portola Valley, CA 94028, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JULIA PETERS 
1195 Los Trancos Rd. 
Portola Valley, CA 94028 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
February 13, 2019.  
(ALM Mar. 13, 20, 27; Apr. 3, 2019)

CUCO’S BURRITOS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 280614 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Cuco’s Burritos, located at 2855 Middlefield 
Rd., Redwood City, CA 94063, San Mateo 
County; Mailing address: 1140 17th Ave., 
Redwood City, CA 94063.  
Registered owner(s): 
MARIA G. PERALTA 
1140 17th Ave. 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
March 7, 2019.  
(ALM Mar. 20, 27; Apr. 3, 10, 2019)

BAR DOE BUD INVESTMENT 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 280672 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Bar Doe Bud Investment, located at 2059 
Goodwin Avenue, Redwood City, CA 94061, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
DAVID T. NELLIGAN 
2059 Goodwin Avenue 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
DORAINE V. COUILLARD 
2059 Goodwin Avenue 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
BARRON A. VAUGHT 
2059 Goodwin Avenue 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
This business is conducted by: A General 
Partnership.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 

This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
March 13, 2019.  
(ALM Mar. 20, 27; Apr. 3, 10, 2019)

LARA STRONG 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 280561 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Lara Strong, located at 512 Warrington Ave., 
Redwood City, CA 94063, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ADRIAN A. LARA 
512 Warrington Ave. 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
February 28, 2019.  
(ALM Mar. 27; Apr. 3, 10, 17, 2019)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 
MATEO  
Case No.: 19CIV00983 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner: NIKKI VILLABROZA filed a petition 
with this court for a decree changing names 
as follows:  
NIKKI YEE VILLABROZA to NIKKI YEE.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name changes 
described above must file a written 
objection that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show cause why 
the petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the court 
may grant the petition without a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: April 12, 2019, 9:00 
a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court of 
California, County of San Mateo, located 
at 400 County Center, Redwood City, CA 
94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall 
be published at least once each week for 
four successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
this county:  
THE ALMANAC 
Date: February 27, 2019  
/s/ Jonathan E. Karesh 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Mar. 13, 20, 27; Apr. 3, 2019)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 
MATEO  
Case No.: 19CIV01386 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  
Petitioner: ALISANDRA VASQUEZ filed 
a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:  
A.) SANDRA J. CASTILLO VASQUEZ to 
SANDRA J. VASQUEZ 
B.) ALISANDRA ELISEMA VASQUEZ to 
ALISANDRA ELISEMA AMBROCIO VASQUEZ.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name changes 
described above must file a written 
objection that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show cause why 
the petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the court 
may grant the petition without a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: April 25, 2019, 9:00 
a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court of 
California, County of San Mateo, located 
at 400 County Center, Redwood City, CA 
94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall 
be published at least once each week for 
four successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
this county:  
THE ALMANAC 
Date: March 14, 2019  
/s/ Jonathan E. Karesh 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(ALM Mar. 27; Apr. 3, 10, 17, 2019)

Theater
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley Presents 

 In its West Coast pre-
miere, the musical play “Marie and Rosetta” 
shares the saga of musical legend Sister 
Rosetta Tharpe. Through March 31; times 
vary. $40-$100; discounts available. Lucie 
Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Road, Palo 
Alto. theatreworks.org
Dragon Late Nights As part of Dragon 
Theatre’s Late Nights series, a lineup of eight 
Bay Area comedians will perform. March 29, 
10:30 p.m. $15. The Dragon Theatre, 2120 
Broadway St., Redwood City. dragonproduc-
tions.net 

 Dragon 
Theatre presents “Macbeth,” William Shake-
speare’s tragic tale of all-powerful ambition 
and consuming conscience. Through April 
7, 8-10 p.m. $37; discounts for students, 
seniors. Dragon Theatre, 2120 Broadway St., 
Redwood City. dragonproductions.net

 “Sojourn” is a futuristic play written 
by Evan Kokkila Schumacher and directed by 
Caroline Clark. Through April 7; times vary. 
$32; discounts for seniors, students. The Pear 
Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St., Mountain View. 
thepear.org
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley Presents 

 
“Hershey Felder: A Paris Love Story” chroni-
cles the personal journey of virtuoso Hershey 
Felder while also exploring the life and music 
of impressionist composer Claude Debussy. 
April 3-May 5; times vary. $60; discounts for 
seniors, adults under 35. Mountain View Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro St., 
Mountain View. theatreworks.org

Talks & Lectures 
 Co-authors Ursula Martin and 

Adrian Rice discuss their book “Ada Lovelace: 
The Making of a Computer Scientist.” March 
28, 6 p.m. Computer History Museum, 1401 
N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View. computer-
history.org

 Dave Eggers returns to Kepler’s 
Books for the release of his latest fiction work, 
“The Parade.” April 3, 7:30-8:30 p.m. $20 or 
$40 with book; discount for students. Kepler’s 
Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. 
Search eventbrite.com for more info. 

 The Film discus-
sion meetup will talk about films that have 
recently played at the Guild Theatre. April 2, 
6:30-8 p.m.; May 7, 6:30-8 p.m. Menlo Park 
Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.
org

 Author Laurie Halse 
Anderson presents her new book, “Shout,” 
a memoir revealing her personal history as 
a rape survivor and a call to action for the 
#MeToo era. April 1, 7-10 p.m. $22; discount 
for students. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino 
Real, Menlo Park. Search eventbrite.com for 
more info. 

 Local author Margaret 
Dumas discusses the first book in her humor-
ous mystery series, “Murder at the Palace: 
Movie Palace Mystery #1.” April 3, 7-9 p.m. 
Books Inc. Palo Alto, 855 El Camino Real, 
Palo Alto. booksinc.net

 In partnership with the Amah 
Mutsun Land Trust, Hidden Villa will host a 
special screening of the film “Umunhum,” 
about the mountain that served as the sacred 
site of the Amah Mutsun. March 27, 6-8 p.m. 
Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody Road, Los Altos 
Hills. hiddenvilla.org

 Author Soniah Kamal presents 
“Unmarriageable,” a modern Pakistani twist 
on the “Pride and Prejudice” plot. March 
27, 7:30-8:30 p.m. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park. Search eventbrite.
com for more info. 

 U.S. 
Geological Survey Hydrologist Michelle Sneed 
will present “Land Subsidence: The Lowdown 
on the Drawdown,” a lecture that explores the 
link between groundwater use and sinking 
landscapes. March 28, 7 p.m. U.S. Geological 
Survey, 345 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park. 
online.wr.usgs.gov

Family 
 Family 

Nature Day includes arts and crafts, short and 
long nature walks, educational programming 
and book readings, among other activities. 
March 30, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Huddart Park, 
1100 Kings Mountain Road, Woodside. 
Search eventbrite.com for more info. 
Science Night Science night includes 
exhibits, hands-on activities and experiments 
aimed at elementary school-aged children 
up to adults. March 28, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Menlo 
Park Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo Park. men-
lopark.org

Museums & Exhibits 
 The 

Anderson Collection features modern and 
contemporary American paintings and 
sculptures assembled by a Bay Area fam-
ily who built the collection over the last 50 
years. Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays 
through Dec. 18, 12:30 p.m. Anderson Col-
lection, 314 Lomita Drive, Stanford. events.
stanford.edu

 In 
this exhibition, artist Do Ho Suh uses a chan-
delier, wallpaper and a decorative screen to 
focus attention on issues of migration and 
transnational identity. Through May 27, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m.; closed Tuesdays. Free. Cantor 
Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum 
Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu

 “Incuba-
tor” is a public art exhibit featuring a tower of 
books connected through hand-cut paper 
messages and supported by a foundation of 
books. Through April 6, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Down-
town’s Courthouse Square, 2200 Broadway 
St., Redwood City. 

 Josiah 
McElheny’s “Island Universe” examines both 
cutting-edge art and physics. The monumen-
tal installation of five hanging chandeliers is 
a visual response to recent theories of the 
multiverse, an elaboration of the Big Bang 
theory. Through Aug. 18, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
closed Tuesdays. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 
328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. 
museum.stanford.edu

 Kahlil Joseph, a 
visiting artist in the new Presidential Residen-
cies on the Future of the Arts program, is pre-
senting his work “BLKNWS,” a two-channel 
video projection that blurs the lines between 
art, journalism, entrepreneurship and cultural 
critique. Through June 16, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
closed Tuesdays. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 
328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. 
museum.stanford.edu

1950 Using works created since 1950, this 
exhibition explores the relationship between 
subject, content and the materials that 
informed each object’s production. Through 
Aug. 18, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; closed Tuesdays. 
Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at 
Museum Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.
edu

 Linda Salter’s 
“Faces” features portraits of friends and rela-
tives, artists’ models and subjects from her 
travels in foreign countries. Through March 
30, Monday-Saturday, 10:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor Road, Menlo 
Park. portolaartgallery.com

 This exhibition 
celebrates Auguste Rodin’s pursuit to convey 
complex emotions, diverse psychologi-
cal states and pure sensuality through the 
nude. Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays 
through Aug. 31; times vary. Cantor Arts 
Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, 
Stanford. events.stanford.edu

 Tours of 
Stanford Memorial Church, one of the earliest 

interdenominational churches in the West, 
feature the church’s stone carvings, mosaics 
and stained-glass windows. Ongoing, Fridays 
at 1 p.m. and the last Sunday of the month at 
11:30 a.m. Free. Memorial Church, 450 Serra 
Mall, Stanford. events.stanford.edu

Film 
 Zoom In is a 15-hour 

intensive video workshop that covers ele-
ments of digital video including shooting, 
editing and uploading. Participants will 
produce a short video, which Midpen Media 
Center will host on its YouTube channel and 
run on its TV channels. April 1, 6:30-9:30 
p.m. $200; discount available. Midpen Media 
Center, 900 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto. 
midpenmedia.org

 Los 
Angeles-based visual artist Kerry Tribe’s film 
“Critical Mass” (2013) features a re-enact-
ment of a couple’s heavily edited argument 
taken from Hollis Frampton’s experimental 
1971 film by the same name. Free. Cantor 
Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum 
Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu

 “Kusa-
ma: Infinity” follows the journey of artist Yayoi 
Kusama’s life from a traumatic upbringing 
in Japan during World War II to becoming 
an artist. March 28, 6-7:30 p.m. Stanford 
University, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. arts.
stanford.edu

 “Return to the Valley: The Japanese 
American experience after World War II,” tells 
the story of what happened to the Issei and 
Nisei generation when they came back home 
after internment. April 1, 7-8 p.m. Menlo Park 
Library downstairs program room, 800 Alma 
St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org

Lessons & Classes 
 Non-native and 

native English speakers talk together with 
the aim of developing English speaking and 
listening skills. No registration required. Free. 
Wednesdays, 5-6 p.m. Menlo Park Library, 
800 Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org/
projectread

Outdoor Recreation 
 Filoli’s Nature Preserve 

offers hiking tours among its native wildflow-
ers to learn about their qualities and how 
they adapt and thrive. Saturdays through 
May 4, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. $15. Filoli Gar-
dens, 86 Old Canada Road, Woodside. filoli.
org

Home & Garden 
 This guided 

garden walk covers special characteristics 
of varieties of camellias including fragrance, 
blooming months, where they fit in the land-
scape design and the history of camellias at 
Filoli. Thursdays through April 4, 2-3:30 p.m. 
Filoli Gardens, 86 Old Canada Road, Wood-
side. filoli.org

 Tours cover 
Filoli’s spring display, including where Filoli 
acquires its bulbs, how seed-sowing and 
planting is scheduled and the design aspects 
that go into a new bulb and annual display 
each year. Tours are led Thursdays and 
Sundays through April 7, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
$15. Filoli Gardens, 86 Old Canada Road, 
Woodside. filoli.org

Religion & Spirituality
 The Memorial 

Church labyrinth, where people can find bal-
ance, pray and meditate, is open to the pub-
lic. Fridays through Aug. 30. 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Memorial Church, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. 
Search events.stanford.edu for more info.

Submitting items for the Calendar
Go to AlmanacNews.com and see the Community Calendar 
module at the top right side of the page. Click on “Add your event.” If 
the event is of interest to a large number of people, also e-mail a press 
release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.

Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar  
to see more calendar listings
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RANKED THE #18 TEAM IN THE NATION IN THE WALL STREET JOURNAL REPORT OF THE TOP RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS  
(Published in June 2018). SINCE THESE RANKINGS WERE INITIATED THE GULLIXSONS HAVE CONSISTENTLY BEEN IN THE TOP 20, EITHER INDIVIDUALLY OR BY TEAM.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from 
sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.

MARY GULLIXSON
650.888.0860
mary@gullixson.com
DRE# 00373961

BRENT GULLIXSON
650.888.4898
brent@gullixson.com
DRE# 01329216

New Construction ATHERTON    /    6 bed, 7-full and 3-half baths  /    Solar Electricity   
Recreation room, full bar, theatre, fitness center, and wine cellar  /  3-car garage with EV charger

385Fletcher.com
GULLIXSON.com


