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147 Summit Drive  |  Woodside  |  Offered at $2,495,000  |  www.147Summit.com

HELEN & BRAD MILLER
650.400.3426  |  650.400.1317
helen.miller@compass.com
brad.miller@compass.com

License # 01142061  |  License # 00917768

Among Top Teams in SF Bay Area
(per The Wall Street Journal rankings)

www.HelenAndBradHomes.com

Thinking of selling your home? Let The Miller Team help you.

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License 

No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Mid-Century Modern Nestled in the Redwoods

HOME:
• 
• Whole-home upgrade completed in 2003 with partial upgrades since

– High-ceilinged living room with partial views of SF Bay
– Custom Birdseye maple buffet counter in dining room

LOT: 
• 
• Partial SF Bay views with no homes in immediate view space
• 
• Additional gate off Old La Honda for work on lower property 

Attached 2-car carport and storage large enough to be 3-car 
enclosed garage

In Portola Valley Elementary & Middle School District

Near Skyline and Woodside Road; 15 minutes to I-280 commute arterial
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PREMIER PROPERTIES represented by 

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended 
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. 
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4.7 ACRES  |  OFFERED AT $4,795,000 12 ACRES  |  OFFERED AT $13,900,000

W
o

o
d

si
d

e

W
o

o
d

si
d

e

3.64 ACRES  |  OFFERED AT $9,850,000 2.5 ACRES  |  OFFERED AT $10,900,000
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650.888.8199 
scott@scottdancer.com
www.scottdancer.com
2930 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA 94062
License # 00868362
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together   we 
Together we care for your spine.

Trust the Stanford Medicine Spine Center for your care, no matter 

what spine problem you have. Working together is how we get 

you back to doing what you love. Our neurosurgeons, 

orthopaedists, and other specialists collaborate closely. Together 

we care for your spine to improve your health.

Together we enhance the quality of care and personalize it to 

your needs. Together we collaborate to ensure your care is 

comprehensive. Together with you and your caregiver, we 

coordinate your care journey. 

And together we optimize your access to compassionate care, 

even for conditions once considered untreatable. We also offer 

you access to the latest research discoveries—treatment 

advances that may not be available anywhere else.
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It’s easy for you or your doctor to make an 

appointment at the Stanford Medicine Spine Center. 

Just call: 650.725.1125
or visit: stanfordhealthcare.org/spinecenter
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Local News
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M
enlo Park transporta-
tion engineers and con-
sultants unveiled three 

conceptual designs for a bike and 
pedestrian crossing beneath the 
Caltrain tracks at Middle Avenue 
on May 13.

Concept 1 would take up the 
smallest amount of land, so 
was established as the preferred 
option of the city staff. It would 
have a curved out-and-back 
ramp and a staircase, leading 
down about 12 feet into a tunnel 
with a height of about 10 feet. 

Early estimates indicate it 
could cost between $20 million 
and $25 million, but with signifi-
cant cost-minimization efforts, 
the cost could be lowered to $14 
million to $18 million. It could 
be built using a method that 
limits impacts to the Caltrain 
line to a four-day weekend. The 
cost estimates cover construc-
tion, moving utilities, acquiring 
the needed right-of-way, design 
services, a construction manager, 
and additional expenses for the 
project in 2022. 

Concept 2 is the most expen-
sive option, at an estimated $35 
million to $40 million. With 
this option, the tunnel would be 

lowered to a deeper level, but the 
construction could be done using 
a method that wouldn’t disrupt 
Caltrain operations. The ramps 
and stairs would have to be sig-
nificantly steeper to accommo-
date the deeper tunnel, however. 

Concept 3 is similar to Concept 
1, with a similar cost estimate — 
$20 million to $25 million — but 
would move the tunnel about 
200 feet north of the Concept 1 
location, which would minimize 
the impacts on the rail’s crossing 
track. But it would require other 
utilities to be relocated and cause 
more right-of-way impacts, so 
cost-savings options would be 
more limited. 

Each concept design also has 
options to make the ramps 
more curved or straight, and 
to make turns right angles or 
switchbacks. 

Cost savings are relevant for 
this project because in the city’s 
negotiations with Stanford, the 
university committed to provide 
$5 million or half the cost of the 
tunnel — back when the project 
was estimated to cost around $10 
million. 

Where the rest of the fund-
ing for constructing the tunnel 
would come from is a question 
still under discussion. According 

to Senior Transportation Engi-
neer Angela Obeso, the project 
is currently funded by a grant 
from the San Mateo County 
Transportation Authority, which 
is expected to carry the proj-
ect through its environmental 
analysis phase and plans that are 
30% complete. If the tunneling 
portion of the project gets lined 
up in time for Caltrain’s current 
electrification process, the city 
could also save some money, 
Obeso explained. 

According to Assistant Public 

Works Director Nikki Nagaya, 
other funding sources include 
county sales tax revenue from 
Measures A and W, as well as 
private funding. The city has also 
asked for funds from Stanford 
as part of its negotiations with 
the university in its general use 
permit application process. “We 
have limited resources. We want 
to make sure we’re investing 
them smartly,” Nagaya said. 

Community members in atten-
dance at the May 13 meeting 
expressed preference for separate 

ramps for cyclists and pedestri-
ans as well as facilities to accom-
modate wider e-bikes and cargo 
bikes. Some objected to curved 
ramps, bollards and tight hairpin 
turns. 

When asked how the project 
would be affected by whatever 
the city decides to do about grade 
separations at the city’s vehic-
ular crossings with Caltrain, 
Obeso noted that it’s something 
staff and consultants have been 

City unveils conceptual plans for bike/ped crossing

By Rick Radin
Almanac staff writer

R
ob Lindner, who was 
among the first paramed-
ics hired by the Woodside 

Fire Protection District, officially 
took over as the district’s fire chief 
on April 25.

As a trained paramedic, he was 
in a prime position when the first 
paramedics were assigned to fire 
trucks in 1994, shortly before he 
joined the district.

Outgoing Chief Dan Ghiorso 
said Lindner took a leadership 
role by learning how to do elec-
trocardiogram tests to diagnose 
heart attacks in the field, and 
brought that knowledge back to 
teach other district firefighters.

“He learned how to do EKG in 
the field on his own,” Ghiorso 
said. “That was a big undertak-
ing that we asked him to do, and 

he did it very well.”
Today, almost all of the dis-

trict’s firefighters have received 
paramedic training following 
in the footsteps of the original 
group of paramedics who were 
hired from outside.

Lindner has prepped for the 
top job through a steady rise 
through the ranks in the district 
from fire captain to battalion 
chief to deputy fire chief.  

His major concern going for-
ward is protecting Woodside and 
Portola Valley from wildfires, he 
said.

The district, which provides 
services for Woodside, Portola 
Valley and nearby areas, will be 
working with both towns to 
keep vegetation under control, 
encouraging “home hardening,” 
which consists of making roofs, 
walls and other parts of the 
home more fire resistant, and 

preparing for the need to evacu-
ate the area, he said.

Lindner also wants to maintain 
the district’s strong ties with the 
California Department of For-
estry and Fire Protection.

Cooperation with Cal Fire is 
essential since both towns border 
on state lands, and the district 
has created what’s known as a 
mutual threat zone with the state 
agency that calls for cooperation 
when a fire starts in either space.

“The district has a coverage 
area of 32 square miles with local 
land and state land combined, 
so there’s a lot of area to cover,” 
Lindner said.

The new chief has plenty of 
firefighting experience, high-
lighted by a leadership role in 
fighting the Skeggs Fire that 
burned about 50 acres in the hills 

Lindner steps up to top job 
in Woodside fire district

Image courtesy AECOM/city of Menlo Park

Concept 1 for a bike and pedestrian Caltrain crossing at Middle Avenue, shown looking north in this rendering.

Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

Fire Chief Rob Lindner names protecting towns from wildfires as 
a top priority.

See CROSSING, page 7

See LINDNER, page 6

Three options put forward for a tunnel beneath 
Caltrain tracks at Middle Avenue
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Avenidas Village helps older adults:
• Maintain their independence
• Live in the home they love
• Connect to their community

• Get access to resources
• Stay fit and active
• Enjoy sense of belonging

Learn more by attending a FREE Avenidas Village 
Coffee Chat on Tuesday, May 28, 2pm
 Thursday, June 13, 2pm
 Thursday, June 25, 2pm

www.avenidas.org        (650) 289-5405

WOODSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT TO HOST 
MULTI AGENCY WILDLAND FIRE DRILL IN 

PORTOLA VALLEY MAY 22nd 2019
(Portola Valley, CA) – Fire Departments from various San 

Mateo County agencies will be converging in Portola Valley on 

Wednesday, May 22nd to conduct a day long wildland firefighting 

and evacuation drill.

The Woodside Fire Protection District (WFPD) hosted the same 

type of drill last year and crews from outside agencies gained 

valuable hands on training. This year PV Ranch, the Family Farm 

on Portola Rd. and the Targ’s Farm Field off Hayfields Rd. are the 

sites selected for crews to hone their wildland firefighting skills.

“This drill provides ideal training and familiarization for 

firefighters from different cities who are not accustomed to our 

problematic narrow streets, hillside neighborhoods and abundance 

of fire-prone vegetation,” said Battalion Chief Kevin Butler.

Fire crews will simulate an aggressive wildfire in Portola Valley. 

They will stage in the morning at Ford Field and proceed to the 

various locations in Portola Valley. A SMC ALERT will be utilized 

to notify Portola Valley residents on the day of the drill. This 

year an evacuation component will be added and WFPD will 

oversee the evacuation of the PV Ranch community in the later 

part of the morning. Residents of Portola Valley should anticipate 

an abundance of fire engines in the area of Alpine Rd., Indian 

Crossing and Portola Rd.

WFPD prides itself in being proactive with its training, prevention 

and emergency preparedness. “Wildfire is a constant and 

looming threat in California with larger and more intense fires 

erupting closer to San Mateo County each year. “Late spring 

rains have assisted the growth of annual grasses in our area 

which can increase the rate of spread and the overall risk to our 

community. Fire Season is now determined to be all year instead 

of the traditional summer months” warns Fire Marshal, Denise 

Enea. “The Woodside Fire Protection District is primed for a 

wildland fire with its steep, brush filled hillsides with many homes 

constructed of combustible wood siding; wood decking and aging 

wood shake roofs.”

We can reduce the potential loss of life and property by preparing 

for a catastrophic event before it happens. Make your home and 

property more fire resilient by building with ignition resistant 

materials, reducing hazardous fuel and mowing annual grasses 

around your home.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Media Contact: Fire Marshal, Denise Enea Woodside Fire Protection 

District 808 Portola Rd. Portola Valley, CA 94028 

Phone Number: (650) 851-1594

Release Date: May 15, 2019
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above Woodside over five days in 
2017.

He also worked the Santana 
Row fire that burned a shop-
ping center while it was under 
construction in San Jose in 2002. 
There, he and his crew were 
responsible for tending to a fire 
in a nearby apartment complex. 

“Embers flew from the main 
fire and started a couple of other 
structure fires,” he said. “There 
were a lot of scared people.”

The district joined San Mateo 
County’s EMS Joint Powers 
Authority, which oversees ambu-
lance service in the county, when 
it was first organized in 1998; it 
maintains its own ambulance, 
provided by American Medical 
Response (AMR), the county’s 
ambulance contractor. The dis-
trict operates the ambulance 
with its own personnel.

AMR places the ambulances 
it operates at different positions 
throughout the county so they 
can respond anywhere, but since 
Woodside and Portola Valley are 
on the rural outskirts, the dis-
trict places a priority on having 
its own ambulance it can count 
on for a fast response.

A big issue coming up at the 
end of the year: the district’s 
negotiations with its firefighters’ 
union over a new labor contract. 

“There’s nothing pressing that 
should lead to either one of us 
thinking that it’s going to be dif-
ficult,” he said.

In addition, Lindner will be 
chief as the district plans to build 
a new Station 7 on Woodside 
Road in Woodside and remodel 
Station 8 in Portola Valley. The 
district plans to begin a fundrais-
ing campaign through its non-
profit foundation to complete the 
work.

The new Station 7 will be larg-
er, with increased space for the 
fire trucks and equipment and 
for the firefighters. In Portola 
Valley, the district is increasing 
the interior space so that the fire 
engines can get out in case of an 
earthquake.

Lindner is married with three 
children and lives in Tracy, he 
says, to take advantage of the 
lower cost of living; he commutes 
to Woodside four days a week. 

“You need good people who 
are ethical and honest and have 
great integrity,” Ghiorso said. 
“It made my departure so much 
easier knowing that he was 
coming in.” A

LINDNER
continued from page 5

By Rick Radin
Almanac Staff Writer

O
ne of Woodside’s long-
term goals has been to 
protect the “rural char-

acter” of the community, but a 
new provision of the proposed SB 
50, the attention-getting housing 
bill in the California Legislature, 
could work to create more hous-
ing density than currently exists.

Most provisions in the bill 
would not apply to Woodside, 
according to a staff report on 
the issue presented to the Town 
Council on May 14. 

However, a provision to the bill 
added April 24 that would allow 
single-family homes to be con-
verted to as many as four units 
would apply to some properties 
in town, the report said.

Town Manager Kevin Bryant 
agreed with that assessment, 
although he wasn’t sure how 
many homes would qualify. 

The bill’s new provision could 
open the door to accessory 
dwelling units, duplexes, and 
four-plexes in the affected areas, 
according to the report.

Conversions from single-fam-
ily use to multi-family houses 
could occur on vacant land or by 
converting an existing structure, 
so long as the work necessary to 

accomplish the conversion did 
not result in demolition of 25 
percent or more of the structureís 
exterior vertical walls or increase 
total interior square footage by 
more than 15 percent.

The project would also have to 
meet zoning and design review 
standards related to height, set-
back, floor-area ratios, and lot 
coverage.  

Properties eligible for conver-
sion from single- to multi-family 
would be entitled to a stream-
lined approval process and would 
be exempt from conditional use 
permit requirements.

The streamlined process would 
require the town to notify the 
developer within 60 or 90 days, 
depending on the size of the proj-
ect if it determines the project 
does not meet the requirements 
for conversion to multi-family 
housing. If no notice is given, the 
project would be in compliance. 

One limitation on a prop-
erty owner’s ability to convert 
involves San Mateo County’s 
requirement that a lot be large 
enough to house an appropriate-
sized septic system.

Bill may enable conversion 
of single-family homes 
to multi-family housing

 WOODSIDE

See HOUSING BILL, page 13
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Stanford pediatricians, now in your neighborhood  
at Peninsula Pediatric Medical Group in Menlo Park

Access to Excellence.

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

thinking about a lot: She’s project 
manager of both, she said. 
 Whatever happens, she said, 
the goal is for the crossing to 
be compatible with a hybrid or 
fully elevated grade separation. 
The city can get this bike and 
pedestrian crossing built in the 
next two or three years, while, 
even in the best-case scenario, 
a grade separation project will 
take eight to 10 years to build, 
she explained. Having bike and 

pedestrian access at Middle Ave-
nue will be a big benefit to the 
community during whatever 
construction phase lies ahead 
for the grade separation plans for 
city roads, she added. 
 The goal is to bring the project 
to the Complete Streets Com-
mission on June 12, to the City 
Council in July to choose a pre-
ferred concept, and for construc-
tion to be complete around the 
time Stanford’s new buildings 
are ready for occupancy, likely 
sometime in 2022,  according to 
Obeso. A

CROSSING
continued from page 5

By Rick Radin
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Menlo Park Fire Protec-
tion District board moved 
forward with a plan for an 

emergency notification system 
and agreed to ratify a Joint Pow-
ers Authority agreement May 
14, but there was disagreement 
behind both those decisions.
 The notification system would 
place devices on fire district 
property and perhaps other loca-
tions that would broadcast mes-
sages for 850 meters, about half 
a mile, in all directions to alert 
residents about earthquakes, 
fires and floods.
 A mobile notification device 
is housed in a trailer that has 
been tested at various locations. 

It responds well when there is 
a clear broadcast range, but the 
sound gets muffled when the 
device is behind trees or other 
obstructions, according to Divi-
sion Chief Jim Stevens.
 The district would like to 
install eight units as a first step, 
but that number will cover only 
a portion of the district’s area.
 The district was quoted a price 
of $818,000 for mounting of the 
systems at all fire stations and 
full integration with the United 
States Geological Survey Shake 
Alert System. 
 “The best idea is to find the 
best locations,” said board Presi-
dent Virginia Chang Kiraly. “We 
now have eight locations that are 
within the fire district’s author-
ity, so we can put them there.”

 Board Member Chuck Ber-
nstein was especially adamant 
that the system be implemented 
as quickly as possible, saying 
that early warning is vital to the 
safety of the community.
 “We have to put these things 
where everyone in the district 
will be alerted,” he said. “We 
need twice or three times as 
many to alert people properly.”
 Member Rob Silano was not 
convinced, arguing that such a 
system has limited value if it’s 
not used in coordination with 
law enforcement agencies.
 A motion to allow Fire Chief 
Harold Schapelhouman to move 
forward with developing the 
system passed 3-2 with member 
Jim McLaughlin joining Silano 
in voting no.

Joint Powers Authority
 Bernstein continued to advo-
cate for pulling out of the JPA, 
which covers emergency service 
agreements between all the fire 
departments and fire districts 
in San Mateo County, and gov-
erns cooperation in providing 
services.  
 Bernstein argued that the JPA 
arbitrarily limits what lifesaving 
devices the district can carry on 
its trucks, inhibits establishing 

mutual aid agreements with 
neighboring Palo Alto and other 
communities, and requires the 
district to provide more ser-
vices to other San Mateo County 
agencies than it gets in return, 
among other concerns.
 “The whole deal is absurd,” he 
said. “I can’t believe we’re even 
considering signing it.”
 Silano said that the system 
established by the JPA would col-
lapse if individual members left.
 “We’re part of the whole sys-
tem and like a house of cards, 
if you pull out the support, the 
whole thing collapses,” he said. 
“It’s the best deal we can get right 
now.”
 The board approved continu-
ing in the JPA by a 4-1 vote, with 
Bernstein opposed.

More chiefs
 In reference to a proposal to 
add three more battalion chiefs, 
Bernstein questioned the need 
to hire more personnel, saying 
that the district is already top-
heavy with bureaucracy.
 Schapelhouman said the dis-
trict should be a little over-
staffed, calling attention to the 
need to avoid paying extra to put 
workers on overtime.
 He cited the frequency of 

firefighters being out on work-
ers compensation because of 
injuries and from deployments 
to fight fires in other areas of 
the state, as well as pending 
retirements.
 “It’s an overstaffing mod-
el versus an actual model,” 
Schapelhouman said. “If you 
have an actual model, the over-
time is going to go up.”
 The board also discussed the 
importance of receiving impact 
fees to compensate for new 
development, with Facebook’s 
planned new campus as the lead 
example.
 “We shouldn’t be waiting until 
the end on these projects (to 
negotiate for fees),” Bernstein 
said.
 Schapelhouman said that it 
is hard to nail down how much 
Facebook is going to spend 
on projects until they evolve 
beyond a certain point, since the 
company is always changing its 
plans.
 Sometimes cities can exclude 
fire districts from the fee-nego-
tiating process, Chang Kiraly 
said.
 “Menlo Park could have been a 
better partner,” she said. “Every-
one could improve on building 
stronger partnerships.” A

Menlo fire board takes action on contentious issues

 The Menlo Park Library 
has been hosting a series of 
activities this month focusing 
on mental health and improv-
ing awareness about it in the 
community. The series is led 
in partnership with San Mateo 
County Health.
 The effort this year is focused 
on the theme “Words of Well-
ness,” and is part of a statewide 
effort to promote mental health 
awareness in the familiar com-
munity spaces of public librar-
ies, according to library event 
coordinator John Weaver. Two 
upcoming events are: 
  On Friday, May 24: Mental 
Health Open Mic,  from 7:15 to 
8:30 p.m. at Cafe Zoe, at 1929 
Menalto Ave. in Menlo Park. 
The event will be led by San 
Mateo County Poet Laureate 
Aileen Cassinetto. 
  On Wednesday, May 29: 
Film screening and discus-
sion of the documentary film, 
“The S Word,” which follows a 
suicide attempt survivor seek-
ing other survivors and their 
stories. The screening will be 
followed by a discussion with 

Melissa Kelley, a therapist who 
works with teens and families 
and has been a school counselor 
at Palo Alto High School, Alta 
Vista High School and Kehillah 
Jewish High School. She has 
also worked as a research man-
ager at the Stanford Center for 
the Study of Families, Children 
and Youth. The event will be 
held from 6 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
downstairs program room at 
the main library at 800 Alma St. 

— By Kate Bradshaw

Library events focus on 
mental health awareness

Help is available
Any person who is feeling 
depressed, troubled or 
suicidal can call 1-800-
784-2433 to speak with 
a crisis counselor. People 
in San Mateo County can 
call the StarVista 24/7 
Crisis Hotline at 650-579-
0350. Spanish speakers 
can call 1-888-628-9454. 
People can reach trained 
counselors at Crisis Text 
Line by texting 741741. 
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

F
ollowing a months-long 
appeal process led by a 
group of residents seek-

ing to preserve seven redwood 
trees at the corner of El Camino 
Real at Ravenswood Avenue, the 
Menlo Park City Council voted 
4-0, with Councilwoman Cath-
erine Carlton absent, to deny the 
residents’ appeal and permit the 
property owner, Matt Matteson, 
to cut down the trees. 
 In exchange for the tree remov-
al permit, though, Matteson 
agreed to plant 76 new trees 
throughout the city, the same 
number of trees his family plant-
ed on the site when the office 
building was constructed. 
 He agreed to plant 14 to replace 
the 7 that are slated to be felled, 
and to work with Canopy, a local 
nonprofit that plants trees, to 
plant a dozen new trees at the 
Burgess Park campus and 50 new 
trees in the Belle Haven neigh-
borhood, at an estimated cost of 
$1,000 per tree.
  Matteson also agreed to work 
with the community to find 
a meaningful purpose for the 
wood from the felled redwoods, 
whether as art or low-income 
housing. 
 The proposal to remove the 
trees was first approved last 
October by the Menlo Park Plan-
ning Commission.
 According to Matteson, the 

trees are preventing critical 
repairs to the parking struc-
ture and the office building’s 
foundation at 1000 El Camino 
Real. At least three of the steel 
tendons holding the parking 
structure up have failed, he said, 
and others may have failed. The 
structure is now out of compli-
ance with safety codes, and 
work to fix the structure is both 
“urgent and non-discretionary,” 
he said.
 After notices went up on the 
trees last fall, community mem-
bers raised concerns about the 
planned removal and the matter 
was appealed to the Environ-
mental Quality Commission.
 The Commission denied the 
appeal on a 4-3 vote, finding that 
there were no “feasible” or “rea-
sonable” alternatives to preserve 
the trees.
 City staff explored eight possi-
bilities to preserve the trees, but 
found that none would resolve 
the water damage to the struc-
ture, ensure the trees’ stability 
and comply with building code 
laws, Menlo Park Sustainability 
Manager Rebecca Lucky said. 

A life safety problem
 “I love these trees,” Matteson 
told the council. “I’m disap-
pointed to have to remove any.” 
 In the 1980s, the city worked 
with the Matteson family to 
permit the development of sur-
plus city land to install the office 
building that’s there now, he said. 

The city provided a ground lease 
on the condition that the prop-
erty have underground parking, 
extensive landscaping and a 
high-quality building.
 At the time, his family planted 
76 trees on the site. Redwoods 
were a fast-growing way to pro-
vide beautiful visual screening 
from the office building. Now, 
Matteson told The Almanac, the 
trees take an enormous amount 
of water to support, and their 
roots are invasive. 
 Attendees made arguments 
both for and against the remov-
al of the trees in public com-
ment. Jen Mazzon, who helped 
organize the supporters of the 
trees, criticized the city’s lack 
of innovation in attempting to 
save the trees, and urged the 
council to focus on maximiz-
ing the value to the community 
of city land rather than try to 
resolve the problem of the prop-
erty owner. 
 Others who favored allowing 
the trees to be cut down raised 
arguments about precedent.
 Construction manager and 
resident Joe Nootbaar raised 
questions about the precedent 
that would be set should the trees 
be permitted to remain in place. 
“Are we going to have people 
stop planting trees near (build-
ings) because they’re afraid of the 
ramifications?” he asked. 
 Mike Mohrman, a resident 
who works in the construction 
industry, commented, “You don’t 

want citizens to tell other citizens 
what trees they can cut down and 
what they can’t based on their 
own structural engineering.” 
 “While it is important to listen 
to the voices of the commu-
nity, there has been significant 
review,” said attendee Jane Wil-
liams. “We would ask that you 
deny the appeal and approve the 
removal of the trees.”

A potential solution 
 At the appeal hearing, those 
who favored preserving the trees 
brought in Bijan Aalami from 
Palo Alto, a structural engi-
neer who specializes in post-
tensioning work with concrete 
structures. He spoke about the 
work he’s done using new meth-
ods, and told the council it 
could be possible to do the work 
for under $1 million.  But the 
idea needed further vetting, and 
even if it were to work, it would 

likely delay the project so that 
the repairs can’t be done this dry 
season. The proposal could also 
require the office building to be 
vacated. 
 Councilman Drew Combs 
commented that the appel-
lants appeared to be “asking for 
incredibly novel solutions that 
seem not tested.”
 “I do appreciate this process,” 
he said. “I think it speaks well of 
our city and the importance of 
our trees in general.” 
  “It’s sort of absurd we have 
to be choosing between park-
ing and 35-year-old iconic red-
wood trees,” Councilwoman 
Betsy Nash said. “Unfortunately 
I think that’s where we are.”
 She made the request that the 
wood from the trees be repur-
posed for something meaning-
ful. “It would have been great had 
we more time to come to a better 
solution,” she added. A

By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Portola Valley School 
District will launch con-
struction projects this 

summer at its two campuses, 
some of which will be funded by 
Measure Z, a $49.5 million bond 
passed in November 2018 to pay 
for school repairs and renova-
tions, according to a staff report 
for the district’s school board 
meeting on Wednesday (May 15).
 The facilities master plan 
shows immediate projects at 
Corte Madera School, including 
a new two-story classroom build-
ing, costing between $38.4 and 
$42.5 million. At Ormondale 
School, projects costing $10.9 to 
$12 million are included as first-
phase priorities.
 The district will start with 
smaller-scale projects, totaling 
about $720,000. A mix of sources 
— the district’s general fund, 
state funding and Measure Z — 
will finance the projects, which 
will begin in mid-June and 

continue until school begins in 
mid-August, said Adam Lint, 
the district’s bond and facilities 
director.
 It will update lighting to LED 
bulbs and install energy manage-
ment systems for HVAC units 
throughout the district for about 
$227,000, Lint said. This comes 
from state funding for energy 
efficiency projects, according to 
the presentation.
 There are several projects that 
will be funded by Measure Z:
 Replacement and repair of 
leaking roofs at Ormondale for 
$197,000. The school’s multi-use 
room has a “very serious leaking 
issue,” the staff report states.
 A $75,528 update to an 
annex at Corte Madera to 
include two additional office 
spaces, a conference room and 
a secretary’s office. The con-
ference room will be used for 
school board meetings (board 
meetings are currently taking 
place in a classroom space at 
Corte Madera), Lint said. The 

renovation will allow for a 
classroom to be freed up at the 
school to reduce the amount of 
building needed to temporarily 
house construction projects at 
Corte Madera.
 Gutter cleaning and dry 
rot repair at Corte Madera for 
$48,000
 The district also plans field 
renovations and landscaping 
this summer for about $115,000. 
Construction crews will work 
around the schedule of the Pan-
thers Camp, a sports camp, at 
Corte Madera, which takes place 
at the school’s field and gym, 
Lint said. The camp runs from 
June 17 to July 5, according to the 
Panthers Camp website.
 The roofing work could roll 
over into the fall, but the other 
projects should be completed by 
the time school starts, Lint said.

Beyond the summer
 Long-term projects, aside 
from the summer construction, 
include the following, along with 

the years of planned construc-
tion in parenthesis:
 Exterior painting at both 
schools (2020)
 Clock bell paging systems at 
both schools (2020)
 Restroom modernization at 
both schools (2020)
 Fire alarm upgrades at both 
schools (2021)
 New classroom buildings 
and courtyard renovations at 
Ormondale (2021)
 New classroom buildings 
and courtyard renovations at 
Corte Madera (2021)

 Classroom modernization at 
both schools (2022-23)
 Roofing improvements at 
both schools (2022)
 The budget for each of these 
projects isn’t set right now, but 
the district wants to complete as 
much work on the projects as it 
can to put the bond money to 
use, Lint said. The district’s pro-
posed construction timeline, 
presented at the Feb. 9 school 
board meeting, projects that 
Measure Z school construction 
will wrap up around August 
2022. A

Ravenswood redwoods to face ax after council’s final ruling

Construction on Portola Valley schools to start this summer

Photo by Adam Pardee

Seven trees  on top of a parking structure at 1000 El Camino 
Real will be cut down to enable the property owner to make critical 
repairs, following months of public outcry. 

Property owner required to plant 76 new trees citywide

District to begin $49.5 million bond measure projects

 A meeting to discuss pro-
posed changes to the plan 
to provide flood protection 
along the San Francisquito 
Creek, upstream of U.S. 101, 
will be held on Thursday, May 
23, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Laurel School Upper Campus 
at 275 Elliott Drive in Menlo 
Park. 
 People can weigh in on the 

proposed changes at the meet-
ing, or submit written com-
ments by email to comments@
sfcjpa.org or by mail to SFCJ-
PA, 615 B Menlo Ave., Menlo 
Park, CA 94025.  
 Go to is.gd/creek365 to 
access the draft environmen-
tal impact report. Comments 
must be received by Wednes-
day, June 19. 

Creek meeting on May 23
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• 1.16-acre lot in desirable Atherton Heights location

• 2,785-square-foot home featuring 4 bedrooms and 3 full bathrooms

• Large kitchen with breakfast nook

• Spacious living room, formal dining room, and separate family room

• Detached 2-car garage

• Park-like setting with mature trees and vast lawns

• Close to Menlo Park amenities, Hwy 280, and Stanford University

• Excellent Las Lomitas schools

This property offers a prime location and great opportunity to create 

the home of your dreams. Located west of the Alameda, this 1.16 acre 

property includes an updated one-story, 4-bedroom, 3-bath home 

with a detached 2-car garage.  Featuring award-winning Las Lomitas 

schools and located in a park-like setting near Menlo Park amenities, 

Hwy 280 and Stanford University. The possibilities abound!

54 RESERVOIR ROAD ATHERTON

Offered at $5,495,000

For fl oor plans, additional photos and information, 
please visit www.54Reservoir.com

& ASSOC IATES

Ranked Top 1% Internationally –

Coldwell Banker

Ranked #210 Nationally by 

The Wall Street Journal, 2018  

Over $2 Billion in Sales

HUGH CORNISH

650.619.6461
hugh@hughcornish.com

CalRE#00912143

STEPHANIE ELKINS
VAN LINGE

650.400.2933
stephanie@hughcornish.com
CalRE#00897565RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

OPEN  SUNDAY
May 26, 1:30 – 4:30pm

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon 
it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01908304.

HughCornish.com

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY TO REMODEL OR BUILD NEW
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C O M M U N I T Y

as an au pair for several families 
in Menlo Park to help pay her 
way through college. She gradu-
ated with honors in biological 
sciences.

Bugna spent most of her 
career, 35 years, working at the 
NASA-Ames Research Center. 
Her niece-in-law recalled that 
Bugna once told her a story 
about how she and her friends 
used to make moonshine at 
the lab after hours, then take it 
to the water tower in Sunol to 
watch the sunrise. 

Schedule a free
in-home assessment.
Includes home safety evaluation

(650) 328-1001

What Care
Means to Us

At Care Indeed, care is not just a word, 

it’s an action, a passion and a mission. 

Our goal is to help seniors age 

gracefully while providing care that 

adds years to life and life to years.

Let us show you how.

890 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park
www.CareIndeed.com | HCO #414700023

Notice of Public Hearings
The Portola Valley School District will hold two 
separate public hearings on the proposed Local 
Control Accountability Plan (LCAP), with the 
Budget Overview for Parents cover page, and 

copy of the LCAP, with the Budget Overview for 
Parents cover page, and the proposed budget 

before the Portola Valley School District Board of 

5/22/19
CNS-3253263#
THE ALMANAC

Historian, library commissioner Ester Bugna dies
Lifelong Menlo Park resident was 84

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

E
ster Bugna, 84, a dedicated 
member of the Menlo Park 
Historical Association and 

Library Commission until her 
last days, died May 6. 

Bugna was born to parents 
Giacobbe and Rosalia at the 
Palo Alto Hospital in Decem-
ber 1934. Her father moved to 
Menlo Park around 1927 and 
worked as a gardener on the 
Hahn Estate, now known as the 
Fennwood Estate, in Atherton. 

She spent her early years living 

in the caretaker’s cottage at the 
former San Francisico Chil-
dren’s Aid Auxiliary, located 
at the corner of Arbor Road 
and Middle Avenue in Menlo 
Park, near Jack W. Lyle Park. 
She attended kindergarten at 
Central School and elementary 
school at Fremont School and St. 
Joseph’s Parochial School.
 She continued her schooling at 
Notre Dame High School, where 
she became friends with five 
women whom she also attend-
ed college with at the Notre 
Dame de Namur University. She 
earned scholarships and worked 

Photo courtesy of her family.

Ester Bugna, at an art gallery in Mendocino, a place she loved.

First Portola Valley School District superintendent Tony Rose remembered

Photo courtesy of Carol Rose

Tony Rose in an undated photo.

By Kate Daly
Special to The Almanac

D
erek Rose intends to 
pull up at Portola Valley 
Town Center on Satur-

day, May 25, in his father’s black 
‘55 T-bird, the one Tony Rose 
drove to work for many of the 
14 years he taught and served as 
school principal in Portola Val-
ley, and led the Portola Valley 
School District as its founding 
superintendent.

Derek will be at Town Center 
to attend the memorial service 
for his father, who died at age 99 
on March 13 in his Woodside 
home, surrounded by family. 
Other plans for Rose’s memorial 
service that day include a formal 
military flag presentation and 
the playing of “Taps” to honor 
his time spent in an Air Force 

band during World War II. 
The music will be a fitting 

tribute for a man who loved 
music, had his own orchestra, 
Tony Rose and his Buds, and 
used to teach kids how to play 
saxophone and clarinet.

The memorial service will 
be held at 2 p.m. at 765 Portola 
Road, near where classes used 
to be held in the prune pick-
ers’ shack and the building 
once known as The Little Red 
Schoolhouse. 

That building is now beige, 
but according to Rose’s widow, 
Carol Rose, her husband is 
responsible for the former color. 
To keep Frank Mendoza, the 
school’s maintenance man and 
bus driver, busy one summer, 
Rose told him, “Go and get some 
red paint.”

Rose started working at the 

school district in 1951. With a 
master’s degree from Stanford 
and a couple of years’ teaching 
experience, he taught fourth 
grade in Portola Valley and 

made an extra $1,000 a year 
driving the school bus. Conve-
niently for him, the route went 
up Old La Honda Road, close 
to where he rented a cottage 
from the Tracy family before he 
built his own house across the 
street in 1954, the same year he 
became superintendent. 

During his tenure the school 
population swelled from some-
where in the 80s to the hundreds 
by the time he left his position 
in 1964, and he oversaw the 
construction that resulted from 
so much growth in the area.

He told the story of driving 
around the open fields of the 
Westridge area with Mendoza 
to count water meters on all 
the undeveloped lots because 
each meter would help jus-
tify the construction of more 
classrooms.

“He was 100 percent for the 
students, faculty and the staff, 
and they were 100 percent 
behind him,” Carol Rose says.

“People liked his personal-
ity, the twinkle in his eye ... he 
would pay attention, he could 
listen to people for hours and 
hear what they said.”

Born in Canton, Ohio, in 
1920, Anthony (Tony) Rose was 
a descendant of Italians on both 
sides of his family. His father 
was a baby at Ellis Island when 
the family’s name was changed 
from La Russo to Rose. His 
mother was brought to the U.S. 
at 19 for an arranged marriage.

Rose’s father never learned 
how to read, whereas his mother 
taught herself. Rose enjoyed 
books and learning, graduating 

See TONY ROSE, page 17

See ESTER BUGNA, page 17
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ACADEMICS

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
The Harker School’s summer programs for children K - grade 12 
offer the perfect balance of learning and fun! Programs are led by 
dedicated facult y and staff who are experts at combining summer 
fun and learning. Strong academics and inspiring enrichment 
programs are offered in full day, partial and morning only sessions.

www.harker.org/summer (408) 553-5737

i2 Camp at Castilleja School Palo Alto
i2 Camp offers week-long immersion programs that engage 
middle school girls in the fields of science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM). The fun and intimate hands-on 
activities of the courses strive to excite and inspire participants 
about STEM, creating enthusiasm that will hopefully spill over to 
their schoolwork and school choices in future years.

www.castilleja.org/i2camp (650) 470-7833 

iD Tech Stanford/Bay Area
The world’s #1 summer STEM program held at Stanford, Palo Alto 
High School, and 150+ locations nationwide. With innovative 
courses in coding, game development, robotics, and design, our 
programs instill in-demand skills that embolden students to shape 
the future. iD Tech Camps (weeklong, 7-17), Alexa Café (weeklong, 
all-girls, 10-15), iD Tech Academies (2-week, 13-18).

idtech.com/locations/california-summer-camps/
stanford-university (844) 788-1858

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series on 
Biomedical Research Stanford
EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford. Stanford EXPLORE 
offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn from 
Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics 
in biomedical science, including bioengineering, neurobiology, 
immunology and many others.

explore.stanford.edu explore-series@stanford.edu

Summer at Sand Hill School Palo Alto
June 26 to July 23. If you’re looking for a great summer learning plus 

fun option for your child and you want them to be ready for fall, 

please join us at Sand Hill. The morning Literacy Program (8:30 to 

noon) provides structured, systematic instruction for students with 

learning challenges entering grades 1-8 in the fall. The afternoon 

Enrichment Camp (Noon to 4) focuses on performing arts, social 

skills and fun. Choose morning, afternoon or full day. 

www.sandhillschool.org/summer (650) 688-3605

Summer@Stratford Palo Alto/Bay Area
Stratford infuses its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Arts, and Math) curriculum into an innovative and enriching 

summer camp experience. Younger campers learn, explore, and 

engage in hands-on learning projects, while Elementary-age 

students collaborate to tackle real-world problems by utilizing 

academic principles and concepts in a fun and engaging way. 

At the Middle School level, individual subject-based enrichment 

classes are offered and tailored for each grade level.

stratfordschools.com/summer (650) 493-1141

Write Now!  Palo Alto 
Summer Writing Camps Pleasanton

Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson 

School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton. Courses 

this year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing and Presentation 

Skills. Visit our website for more information.  

www.headsup.org Emerson: (650) 424-1267 
Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Art and Soul Camp Palo Alto
Art, cooking, tinkering, yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate 

multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our 

children to interpret their world. Summer Unplugged! is 

appropriate for ages 6-11 years. Located at Walter Hays School. 

www.artandsoulpa.com (650) 269-0423

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Castilleja Summer Camp  

for Girls Palo Alto Palo Alto

Casti Camp offers girls entering gr. 2-6 a range of age-appropriate 

activities including athletics, art, science, computers, writing, 

crafts, cooking, drama and music classes each day along with 

weekly field trips. Leadership program available for girls entering 

gr. 7-9.

www.castilleja.org/summercamp (650) 470-7833

City of Mountain View   

Recreation Mountain View
Come have a blast with us this summer! We have something for 

everyone – Recreation Camps, Specialty Camps, Sports Camps, 

Swim Lessons, and more! Programs begin June 4 – register early!

www.mountainview.gov/register (650) 903-6331

City of Palo Alto Summer Camps Palo Alto
A wide array of camps, from theater and tennis to ceramics and 

coding. Kids in kindergarten through high school can participate 

in camps during week-long sessions from June 3 to Aug 9. 

www.cityofpaloalto.org/summercamps  

 (650) 463-4949

Community School of Music Mountain View
Community School of Mountain View Music and Arts (CSMA) 

Mountain View 50+ creative camps for Gr. K-8! Drawing, Painting, 

Ceramics, Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops, 

more! One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. 

Extended care from 8:30am-5:30pm. Financial aid offered. 

www.arts4all.org (650) 917-6800 ext. 0

Oshman Family JCC Camps Palo Alto
Camps at the OFJCC introduce your child to new experiences while 

creating friendships in a fun and safe environment. We work to 

build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new skills.

www.paloaltojcc.org/Camps (650) 223-8622

Palo Alto Community  

Child Care (PACCC) Palo Alto
PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide 

variety of engaging opportunities. We are excited to announce all 

of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), PACCC Special 

Interest Units (S.I.U.), F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and Entertainment), 

J.V. Sports and Operation: Chef! Periodic field trips, special visitors 

and many engaging camp activities, songs and skits round out the 

variety of offerings at PACCC Summer Camps. Open to campers 

from all communities. Register online.

www.paccc.org (650) 493-2361 

Stanford Jazz Workshop Stanford
World-renowned jazz camps at Stanford. Week-long jazz 

immersion programs for middle school musicians (July 8-12), high 

school (July 14-19 and and July 21-26), and adults (July 28-Aug. 2). 

All instruments and vocals. No jazz experience necessary!

www.stanfordjazz.org (650) 736-0324

TheatreWorks  Palo Alto 

Silicon Valley Menlo Park
June 3 - August 2. Kids have fun, create a character, and learn 

lifelong performance skills at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s Theatre 

Camps. TheatreWorks offers summer camps (six sessions offered 

in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, and Los Altos between June 3 - August 2) 

for children and youth in grades K-6. Professional teaching artists 

lead students in activities including acting, dance, playwriting, 

and stagecraft skills.

www.theatreworks.org/education (650) 463-7146

ATHLETICS

Dance Connection Palo Alto Palo Alto
Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family 
and a “home away from home” for our community of children 
and teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy 
and atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer 
Dance Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up and 
features our new “This is Me!” Empowerment Camp along with 
Teen Jazz and Hip Hop Camps.  A Summer Session for ages 3 to 
adults will be offered from June 3-August 2.

www.danceconnectionpaloalto.com/dance-
connection-event-calendar/summer-dance-camps

 (650) 852-0418 or (650) 322-7032 

Kim Grant Tennis  Palo Alto 
Summer Camps Monterey Bay
Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner, 
Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis 
levels. Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve player 
technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all around game. 
Weekly camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps in Monterey 
Bay. SO MUCH FUN!

www.KimGrantTennis.com Text: (650) 690-0678 
 Call: (650) 752-8061

Nike Tennis Camps Bay Area
Junior overnight and day tennis camps for boys and girls, ages 
9-18 offered throughout June, July and August. Adult weekend 
clinics available June and August. Camps directed by head 
men’s coach, Paul Goldstein, head women’s coach, Lele Forood, 
and associate men’s and women’s coaches, Brandon Coupe and 
Frankie Brennan. Join the fun and get better at tennis this summer.

www.ussportscamps.com (800) NIKE-CAMP 
 (800) 645-3226

Run for Fun Camps Bay Area
Run for Fun’s mission is to provide creative and engaging play for 
all youth by getting kids active in an inclusive community centered 
around outdoor fun! We pride ourselves on hiring an enthusiastic, 
highly trained staff who love what they do. Summer 2019 features 
four weeks of Adventure Day Camp and two weeks of Overnight 
Camp High Five. Adventure Day Camp is a new discovery every 
day filled with sports, crafts and nature, including explorations to 
Camp Jones Gulch, Capitola Beach, Foothills Park, Shoreline Lake 
and Great America. Camp High Five is six days and five nights 
of traditional overnight camp mixed with challenge-by-choice 
activities, campfires, friendships and lots of laughter.

www.runforfuncamps.com/summer-camps-and-

school-holiday-camps/camp-overview 
 (650) 823-5167

Stanford Athletics & Youth Stanford
Stanford Youth Programs brings you Camp Cardinal! Week-long 
day camp programs on campus for kids (grades K – 10) from  June 
3 – August 9. Space is limited so register online now.

campcardinal.org (650) 736-5436

Stanford Baseball Camps Stanford
At Sunken Diamond on the campus of Stanford University. A 
variety of camps are offered to benefit a wide range of age groups 
and skill sets. Campers will gain instruction in several baseball 
skills, fundamentals, team concepts, and game play. 

www.stanfordbaseballcamp.com (650) 725-2054

Stanford Water Polo Camps Stanford
 New to water polo or have experience, we have a camp for you. 
Half day or full day options for boys and girls ages 7 and up. All 
camps provide fundamental skills, scrimmages and games.   

www.stanfordwaterpolocamps.com (650) 725-9016

Wheel Kids  Addison Elementary,  
Bike Camps Palo Alto
Adventure Riding Camp for rising 1st - 8th gr, Two Wheelers Club 
for rising K - 3rd gr. Week-long programs from 8:30 - 4, starting 
June 3rd. Join us as we embark on bicycling adventures for the 
more experienced rider or help those just learning to ride.

www.wheelkids.com/palo-alto (650) 646-5435

YMCA of Silicon Valley  
Summer Camps Silicon Valley
At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, make 
friends, and feel that they belong. With hundreds of Summer 
Day Camps plus Overnight Camps, you will find a camp that’s 
right for your family. Sign up today, camps are filling up! Financial 
assistance is available.

www.ymcasv.org/summercamp (408) 351-6473

To advertise in this weekly directory, call (650) 326-8210.

Camp Connection
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By Gennady Sheyner and  
Kate Bradshaw

S
tate Senate Bill 50, a con-
tentious bill that aimed to 
encourage more housing 

near transit and that stirred 
intense opposition on the Pen-
insula, suffered a stinging set-
back May 16, when the chair of 
the state Senate Appropriations 
Committee announced that he 
will not be bringing the bill up for 
a hearing until at least early 2020.

While the announcement by 
state Sen. Anthony Portantino, 
D-La Canada Flintridge, does 
not kill SB 50, it ensures that the 
Legislature will not take up the 
bill this year. Now a “two-year 
bill,” SB 50 will be eligible for a 
vote next January.

The decision comes just weeks 
after SB 50 scored several victo-
ries at the committee level, with 
the Housing Committee and 
the Finance and Government 
Committee each voting last 
month to advance the legislation 
(in both cases, the bill passed 
overwhelmingly, with just one 
dissenting vote).

Authored by state Sen. Scott 
Wiener, D-San Francisco, the 
bill has also undergone signifi-
cant changes in recent weeks. 
On April 24, Wiener merged 
his bill with another proposed 
bill, Senate Bill 4, to create a 
two-tiered system with differ-
ent requirements for counties 
that have fewer than 600,000 
residents.

While the changes have 
helped Wiener pick up political 
support in Sacramento, the bill 
continued to face significant 
opposition at the local level in 
various pockets of the state. The 
bill would have loosened park-
ing requirements and height 
regulations in areas within half 
a mile of transit hubs, including 
in single-family neighborhoods. 

Under the bill, three- and 

four-story buildings would be 
allowed in these areas. In addi-
tion, the bill would loosen densi-
ty regulations throughout “jobs-
rich” cities like Menlo Park and 
Palo Alto (though height limits 
would apply outside the transit-
friendly areas). 

Various mayors and city coun-
cils have attacked the legislation 
as a “one-size-fits-all approach” 
to tackling the housing crisis 
and attack on local control. 
The Palo Alto City Council last 
month took a position against 
the bill.

Palo Alto’s letter of opposition, 
submitted to its Sacramento 
representatives, stated, “The 
proposal to render cities unable 
to regulate parking, density and 
height, as examples, strike at 
the ability of local governments 
to not only define the nature 
of their communities, but also 
fails to acknowledge individual 
situations where these regula-
tions are necessary to avoid 
spillover impacts on surround-
ing neighborhoods.” 

Palo Alto Mayor Eric Filseth 
also dedicated most of his “State 
of the City” speech in March to 
criticizing SB 50. 

Menlo Park Mayor Ray Muel-
ler has taken a public position 
against the bill as well. The 
Menlo Park City Council hasn’t 
formally discussed or agreed on 
a policy position on the bill. 

In response to the news that 
legislative action on SB 50 has 
been delayed until next year, 
Mueller told The Almanac, “The 
city of Menlo Park is commit-
ted to doing its part to address 
the housing crisis. We already 
were working hard to address 
this issue locally with multiple 
housing projects in the pipeline. 
My personal hope is that advo-
cates would move away from 
attempting to pre-empt local 
zoning power and weakening 
local government.” 

As an alternative, he said in a 
statement, “I believe the focus 
should be shifted to reforming 
the Regional Housing Needs 
Allocation (RHNA) process that 
allocates housing creation num-
bers to cities, to adequately meet 
housing demands, while leaving 
Cities the flexibility to deter-
mine how best to plan for the 
creation of those units. Legisla-
tion should empower cities with 
infrastructure and education 
dollars that enable cities to meet 
their RHNA numbers.”

East Palo Alto officials, by 
contrast, have been more san-
guine about SB 50. At a joint 
meeting earlier this month with 
Palo Alto and Menlo Park city 
councils, several East Palo Alto 
council members stressed the 
need to address the state hous-
ing shortage and challenged 
cities that oppose SB 50 to pres-
ent their own alternatives to the 
legislation.

“It’s really going to take the 
political will of California to 
pause for a second and to relin-
quish the concept of local control 
for this housing transportation 
crisis that we’re in,” East Palo 
Alto Councilman Larry Moody 
said at the May 6 meeting.

In a statement, Wiener said 
that while he is “deeply dis-
appointed” that the bill will 
be postponed, he and other 
supporters of SB 50 are “one 
hundred percent committed to 
moving the legislation forward.”

Wiener pointed to California’s 
housing shortage, which is esti-
mated at 3.5 million homes — 
equal to the combined housing 
shortage of the other 49 states. 
The status quo, he said, isn’t 
working.

“We need to do things differ-
ently when it comes to housing,” 
Wiener said in a statement. 
“We’re either serious about 
solving this crisis or we aren’t. 
At some point, we will need to 
make the hard political choices 
necessary for California to have 
a bright housing future.”

Impacts on city fees? 
At a City Council discussion 

on Tuesday, May 14, Mueller 
said that his approach to deter-
mining how steep the city’s new 
Transportation Impact Fee — 
the amount developers of new 
projects should have to pay to 
cover new infrastructure  costs 
— should be depends largely on 
the outcome of SB 50.

If passed, he argued, the bill 

could make it harder for cities 
to negotiate with developers 
and pressure them to provide 
benefits to the community to 
account for the impacts their 
projects create. 

In other words, he said, if SB 
50 passes, the impact fee should 
be as high as necessary to ensure 
that developers have to pay for 
the impacts on infrastructure 
that their projects would have.

If SB 50 doesn’t pass, he told 
The Almanac on May 16, “There 
is no need to push for (trans-
portation impact fees) because 
we will still have development 
agreements to account for capi-
tal costs, as well as zoning con-
trols, so we can control and plan 
for infrastructure costs.” 

With SB 50 in limbo, he said 
he plans to continue to monitor 
the bill and in the meantime, 
“focus on doing our  best for the 
taxpayer. ... It definitely will be 
something to consider in the 
Specific Plan and General Plan 
reviews,” he added. A
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The size of the system would 
be determined by the number 
of bedrooms on a property, so 
that a four-plex might require a 
larger system than an existing 
single-family home.

In addition, properties in 
earthquake hazard zones would 
be excluded, which could fur-
ther narrow the number that 
qualify.

Bryant said the town will be 
sending a letter to the Legisla-
ture supporting local control.

Solar panels
At the same meeting, the coun-

cil also agreed  to continue work 
on a project to install solar panels 
on the roof of the library and 
Town Hall to provide electrical 
power for those facilities, Bryant 
said.

“The council would like to look 
at the library and Town Hall proj-
ects separately,” he said. “We’ll be 
coming back to the council with 
that as the next step.”

The work would include 
installing five electrical charg-
ing stations, with three at Town 
Hall and two at the library.

The project was analyzed by 
Sage Renewables, which reported 
that the cost of PG&E’s bankrupt-
cy may put significant upward 
pressure on the utility’s rates and 
would increase the value of elec-
tricity produced by solar systems.

There will also be rate changes 
beginning in January that will 
decrease the value of energy pro-
duced by the solar PV systems.

Sage initially considered put-
ting the solar panels in front of 
Town Hall, but the town staff 
directed it to drop the idea due to 
aesthetic concerns, according to 
the report. A

HOUSING BILL
continued from page 6

Contentious state housing 
bill punted to 2020

SB50 opposed by many cities wanting  
to preserve local control

‘The city of Menlo Park 
is committed to doing 

its part to address 
the housing crisis. ... 
My personal hope is 

that (SB 50) advocates 
would move away from 
attempting to pre-empt 

local zoning power 
and weakening local 

government.’ 
MENLO PARK MAYOR RAY MUELLER
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Sixteen-year-old Rachel Park 
sat in science class after sci-
ence class at Menlo-Ather-

ton High School excited to work 
on experiments, but was per-
plexed when she looked around 
the classroom and saw students 
sitting in the back staring into 
their cellphones. Why wasn’t 
everyone as fascinated as 
she was in science class? she 
wondered. And how could 
this be changed?

Park, a sophomore at the 
Atherton high school, started 
asking science teachers these 
questions, including M-A sci-
ence department chair Lance 
Powell, and heard a resound-
ing theme: Students in under-
served, more impoverished 

communities lack early expo-
sure to science, which stifles 
their interest in the subject. Park 
ascertained that at a diverse 
school like M-A, where minor-
ity enrollment is 61%, and 35% 
of students are economically 
disadvantaged, according to 

U.S. News & World Report, 
the differences that divide 
students from Ravenswood 
School District (where 

about 56% of students are 
English-language learners 
and 89% qualify for the free/
reduced lunch program, accord-
ing to data from the California 
Department of Education) in 
East Palo Alto and students 
from Atherton and Menlo Park 
also determine students’ interest 

in STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math).

“I believe the opportunity gap 
probably stems from latent rac-
ism and gentrification,” she said. 
“Just over the bridge divides 
two completely separate Silicon 
Valleys.”

This past fall, Park acted on 
that concern, starting Curieus, 
a nonprofit aimed at fostering 
interest in STEM among under-
served elementary school kids in 
the Bay Area. The group’s name 
pays homage to Marie Curie, the 
Nobel Prize-winning scientist.

 In January, Park and other 
students at M-A began to host 
hour-long after-school classes 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays 
to fourth- and fifth-grade stu-
dents at the Boys & Girls Club 
of the Peninsula in Menlo Park. 

In the Silicon Valley, “where 
students are being forgotten, our 
goal is to raise their voices,” Park 
said of Curieus’ mission. “We 
know we can’t completely solve 
the problem because the roots 
run deep, but our goal is to help 
them (Curieus students) find a 
passion for their education and, 
hopefully, for their career later 
in life.” 

But this lack of early expo-
sure to science isn’t completely 
limited to schools with students 
from low-wealth families, said 
Powell, who teaches advanced 
placement (AP) environmental 
science and dynamic ecology 
at M-A. It is true that Raven-
swood students in particular 
aren’t exposed to science much, 
whereas a student in the Menlo 

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Michelle Gao, a sophomore at Menlo-Atherton High School, watches Jessica pour crushed strawberries in a cheese cloth into a jar held by A’nyrah during a Curieus class at the 
Boys and Girls Club in Menlo Park earlier this month.

A Curieus student crushes strawberries in a plastic bag as part of 
an experiment.

EMPOWERING THROUGH SCIENCE

M-A sophomore starts nonprofit to inspire  
a love of science in underserved youth
By Angela Swartz      Photos by Magali Gauthier
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Park City School District might 
get supplemental science educa-
tion through programs such as 
Camp Galileo, he said. 
 Science can be neglected at 
many elementary schools — 
those, for example, where there 
is pressure to focus on teach-
ing to standardized tests, and 
where there are no teachers 
with science degrees, he said, 
adding that logistic complica-
tions required of science classes 
contribute to the challenges of 
teaching the subject. Once stu-
dents get to M-A they may not 
be interested in science or may 
be too embarrassed to immerse 
themselves in academics, in 
general, if they feel as if they’re 
behind other students, he said.

Curieus forms

 Around September 2018, Park 
began planning and developing 
what would become Curieus. 
She sought help from teachers 
to develop how the program 
should be structured, the cur-
riculum and the best teaching 
methods. 
 She also spoke with Lau-
ra Gomez, founder and CEO 
of Atipica, a Bay Area-based 
company developing artificial 
intelligence for more diverse 
job recruiting, who helped her 
learn how to effectively run a 
company. 
 She contacted Lena Potts, 
site director of the Boys & 
Girls Club in the Belle Haven 

neighborhood of Menlo Park 
and found a good group to 
partner with for educational 
programs. The club’s mission, 
Park noted, is to empower 
underserved students.
 She had volunteered at Math-
nasium, a math learning center, 
and said it honed her teaching 
skills.
 Curieus lessons are as hands-
on as possible and focused on 
physics, chemistry, biology and 
engineering, subjects that are 
essential to thriving in today’s 
workforce, Park said. 
 The Almanac dropped by the 
after-school program in mid-
March to see Curieus in action. 
The 15- to 20-student classes are 
twice a week and are made up of 

students already enrolled at the 
Boys & Girls Club. On this day, 
students made rockets using 
paper, straws and tape during a 
physics lesson, and learned that 
the rockets flew best with fins 
attached to them. 
 Lillyana, a fifth-grader at 
Belle Haven School in Menlo 
Park, a Ravenswood district 
school, said she can replicate the 
projects she’s completed in the 
Curieus classes at home and can 
show others how to do them. 

 Jessica, another Belle Haven 
fifth-grader, said the class com-
bats her boredom and piques her 
natural curiosity. 
 Park said it is humbling to see 
the community come together 
around her vision.
 “Seeing their (students’) eyes 
light up when they see an exper-
iment work and having that ‘aha 
moment’ — that made me feel so 
good,” said Park. 
 Curieus also hosts workshops 
with hands-on activities and 
speakers at local libraries and 
community centers to cultivate 
interest in science and technol-
ogy. The workshops can accom-
modate up to 20 students and 
are targeted at students ages 8 
to 12. Upcoming workshops 
include “Future Biologists,” a 
workshop teaching students 
about living organisms through 
hands-on experiments extract-
ing DNA from fruit, recreating 
cellular processes and more.

Park’s science 
background
 Park developed a love of science 
in middle school. The daughter 
of a dentist and a neurosurgeon, 
Park said she had wanted to be a 
New York Times bestsell-
ing fiction writer, self-
publishing a novel 
when she was in fifth 
grade about a 12-year-
old finding out about 
the secret powers of her DNA.
  That changed when Park’s 
mother was diagnosed with can-
cer. She did a “complete 180” and 
decided to pursue science. She 
was fascinated that a scientist in a 
lab could cure her mom’s cancer, 
and realized she wanted to use 
science to help others. 
 “I really believe science has the 
power to help people and solve 
real-world problems,” she said. 
 Since, Park has immersed her-
self in STEM studies. In addition 
to her previous work at Math-
nasium, and now Curieus, Park 
does scientific research at an 
orthopedics lab in San Francisco. 

Expansion
 Park plans to expand the pro-
gram she founded next school 
year. Curieus volunteers are 
training students at Menlo, 
Nueva, Palo Alto High and Cas-
tilleja schools so that these new 
students can establish chapters 
next fall.
  Park has recruited 15 to 20 
high school students to volun-
teer with Curieus. One is M-A 
sophomore Maya Khodabakchi-
an, Curieus’ director of develop-
ment, who was a semifinalist in 
the Breakthrough Junior Chal-
lenge for her video explaining 
brain neuroplasticity.
 Curieus is also raising money 
for classroom materials — basics 
such as scissors, paper and mark-
ers, along with more advanced 
materials like a 3D printer and 
microscopes — for its programs 

See SCIENCE, page 16

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Castilleja School student Honor Pimentel helps Salvador, a Curieus 
participant, build a balloon-powered car.

A student builds a circuit on a board provided by Curieus during a class at the Boys and Girls Club.

‘Seeing their 
(students’) eyes 

light up when they 
see an experiment 
work and having 

that ‘aha moment’ 
— that made me 

feel so good.’

RACHEL PARK

Menlo School sophomore Mia Hamilton and M-A sophomore Rachel Park, who founded Curieus, 
watch Jose connect pieces on a circuit board.
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and starting new chapters of the 
organization at gofundme.com/
curieus. The group is aiming to 
raise $10,000 by the beginning 
of June, Park said. It had raised 
almost $6,000 as of May 16. The 
group also recently became a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit, 
so it can also accept 
t a x- d e d u c t i b l e 
donations at any 
time, Park said.
 In early May, t he 
Menlo Park Rotary Club granted 
Curieus $3,000 for a winter 
break science education pro-
gram for Ravenswood district 
students ages 8 to 12, Park said. 
The grant helps fund facilities, 
supplies, food and more, she 
said. Curieus is still searching 
for a facility for the camp. 
 Park would eventually like to 
inspire students from all over 
the nation and the world to get 
excited about STEM, she said. 
 “We’re just getting started, but 
we have a big vision,” she said.
 For now, Powell has advised 
Park to not “go too big too fast” 
to maintain the quality of the 
program.
 Science activities can feel a lot 
like doing an activity at a birthday 
party, and that’s how adults can get 

kids hooked on science at a young 
age, he said. If Park can reach more 
students with hands-on science 
projects, then she is “really on to 
something,” Powell said. 
 For more information on 
Curieus, go to curieus.org. A
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SCIENCE
continued from page 15

Olivia McGeever and Jenna Razzak, both Castilleja School 
sophomores, help Citlaly build a balloon-powered car.

C O V E R  S T O R Y

On the cover: 
M-A sophomore Michelle Gao 
supervises Curieus students 
Jessica and A’nyrah while they 
work to extract DNA from 
strawberries.
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C O M M U N I T Y

Henry Kurt Ilg
October 25, 1926 – April 26, 2019

Henry Kurt Ilg passed 
away peacefully on April 
26 surrounded by his 
loving wife Shirley and 
two stepsons Michael and 
Bo Moody. 

Henry was born in 
Füllinsdorf, Switzerland 
to Heinrick and Emma 
Ilg on October 25, 1926. 
After receiving a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering, 
he immigrated to the 
United States in 1949. His 
first job in his new country 
was as a bus boy in his 
uncle’s restaurant in Denver. In 1954, he became a U.S. citizen 
and that same year he married Lotte Oppenheim. Lotte passed 
away in 2005.

Henry held various management positions in the Bay Area 
before being hired by Hewlett Packard as a Plant Engineer and 
from there quickly moved up the ladder to become a Domestic/
International Construction Project Manager, working in 
Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, as well as many projects in the 
United States.

Henry married Shirley Kendall in 2009. He embraced his 
new family, as they did him, becoming a supportive stepfather 
and doting Opa. Henry and Shirley shared their love of the 
arts, travel, and a strong belief in fitness and activity to keep 
their bodies and minds healthy.

Henry was proud to be a self-made immigrant who lived 
with a philosophy of personal responsibility and “you get from 
life what you put into life.” He loved to experience new places, 
share cookies from his childhood and enjoyed the tranquility 
of his Zen designed garden. He gave to his family, friends, and 
community a logical international perspective wrapped in 
loving kindness.

He is survived by his wife, Shirley; his sister, Helen Turnherr 
of St. Gallen, Switzerland; his stepsons and their wives, 
Michael and Amy Moody, Bo and Andie Moody; and his three 
grandchildren, Samantha, Oliver, and Teddy.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Henry’s honor 
to Bay Area Cancer Connections in Palo Alto or Mission 
Hospice in San Mateo.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

with a bachelor’s degree from 
what was then called Mount 
Union College in Ohio. 
 He got married and had a son, 
Michael. The couple divorced 
after the war and Rose moved to 
San Jose.
 Rose met his second wife when 
she was 20 and working for 
school board member Dr. Mil-
ton Flocks. Rose was 40 when he 
came into the office for an eye 
exam. Romance bloomed, and 
almost six months after he left 
his job as superintendent, Tony 
and Carol got married.
 Like Michael, their two chil-
dren, Derek and Jessica, attend-
ed district schools.
 Rose’s academic career lasted 
almost 50 years. After his 
work in Portola Valley he was 
headmaster of Florence Moore 
School in Burlingame, and then 
worked as principal and vice 
principal at several San Mateo-
Foster City School District 
schools before retiring in 1993 
at age 73. 
 “After 50 years (in education) 
he never had a day when he 
wished it would end,” his wife 
says.
 Tennis and golf consumed 
his later years, and when Rose’s 
body slowed down he enjoyed 
participating in activities at the 
Rosener House in Menlo Park.
  In lieu of flowers Rose’s fam-
ily suggests donations to Rosen-
er House or another charity of 
choice.
 Rose’s oldest son, Michael, 
preceded him in death. In addi-
tion to Carol and their two 
children, Derek and Jessica, 
Rose is survived by eight grand-
children and four great grand-
children. A

TONY ROSE
continued from page 10

 She was married for more 
than 30 years to Ted Sorenson, 
a former Menlo Park mayor who 
died in 2006. 
According to her family, 
she accomplished what was 
unheard of back in the 1960s 
and purchased her Menlo Park 
home as a single woman in her 
30s. She celebrated 50 years 
of home ownership this past 
Christmas. 
 She loved gardens, cats, travel 
(especially road trips and travel 
of the “armchair variety”), art, 
theater, calligraphy, haiku, and 
cooking shows. Mendocino was 
one of her favorite places, and 
she embraced the Italian term, 
“dolce far niente” — “How sweet 
it is to do nothing.” 
 Information about her life 
was provided by her family and 
a bio she wrote for the Histori-
cal Association when she joined 

ESTER BUGNA
continued from page 10

the group. 
 In a statement, Menlo Park 
Mayor Ray Mueller said that 
Bugna was a “kind, sweet per-
son, whose every interaction 
was one of sharp intellect and a 
rich historical passion and love 
for Menlo Park. She was always 
open and unselfishly shared 
the wisdom she had gained as a 
team with her beloved husband 
Ted.” 
 “Even into failing health, she 
was always looking for new 
opportunities to contribute and 
help others,” he added. 
 According to Nick Szeg-
da, assistant library services 

director, Bugna served as an 
“integral part” of the Library 
Commission over the past two 
years, and served as vice chair of 
the commission until her recent 
illness.
  “She brought her perspective 
as a longtime resident, historian, 
and library user to the commis-
sion, championing youth 
involvement in commission 
work and supporting the 
library’s recent efforts to towards 
building a new branch library” 
he said. “Ester was a wonderful 
colleague, and her insight and 
warmth will be missed by all of 
us here at the library.” A
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Redwood City and San 
Mateo County lost a champion 
of education, open space, and 
historic preservation when Nita 
Reifschneider Spangler, 96, died 
on April 18, 2019. She contributed 
actively to the community for 
more than 60 years, leaving a 
legacy of significant and lasting 
achievements. 

Nita Reifschneider was born 
in Ukiah, California, to John 
C. (Jack) and Olga (Wuertz)
Reifschneider. In 1929, the
family moved to Reno, Nevada. Reno’s stunning open
spaces — Pyramid Lake, the desert, Mount Rose, and Lake
Tahoe — were major influences on Nita’s lifelong interests in
conservation and historic preservation.

After receiving her journalism degree from the University 
of Nevada Reno, she got her first full-time job as a general 
assignment reporter in 1944 with the Redwood City Tribune. 
She covered city hall, the San Mateo County Courthouse, and 
the founding of the United Nations in San Francisco. Nita 
also wrote a series that led to the formation of the Sequoia 
Hospital District and the building of Sequoia Hospital. 

Nita married her boss (Raymond Spangler, editor and 
publisher of the Tribune) in 1946, but lost her job because 
of the paper’s anti-nepotism policy. (No one else would hire 
her as a reporter until Ray retired.)  They began raising a 
family: Jon, Mary, and Thor were born at Sequoia Hospital. In 
addition to raising three kids, Nita became actively involved 
in school issues, plus preservation of parks, open space, and 
historic sites. 

Nita served two terms as president of the San Mateo 
County Historical Association (1964-1966). She founded 
the Portolá Expedition Bicentennial Foundation (1966) 
and was its first president. The foundation convinced the 
San Mateo County Board of Supervisors to purchase the 
Sweeney Ridge site where Gaspar de Portolá discovered San 
Francisco Bay, then succeeded in getting the National Park 
Service to designate it as a National Historic Landmark. 
(The Department of the Interior had turned down two prior 
applications.) 

Nita also helped gain historic landmark designation 
for the Green Oaks Ranch (now part of Año Nuevo State 
Park) and worked with the San Mateo County Scenic Roads 
Committee (1967-1976), which secured State Scenic Highway 
status for the county’s portions of Skyline Boulevard (State 
Route 35), Highway 1, and Interstate 280. She returned to 
journalism upon Ray’s retirement, covering the Sequoia 
Union High School District’s struggles with desegregation 
(1969-1977) for the Country Almanac in Woodside. 
Previously, she had joined Redwood City Citizens Against 
Racism to urge the school districts to deal constructively 
with their racial imbalances and conflicts. 

Nita joined the Friends of Redwood City to halt Mobil 
Oil’s proposed development on Bair Island (1982) with 
a narrow 42-vote victory out of almost 18,000 votes cast 
citywide. Bair Island is now part of the Don Edwards 
National Wildlife Refuge. She also served a record 14 years 
(1983-1997) on the San Mateo County Parks and Recreation 
Commission.

Working with the Friends of Edgewood, Nita helped 
revise the 1997 Edgewood County Park and Natural 
Preserve’s Master Plan, a vital step in keeping the popular 
park from becoming a golf course. In 1996, she was named 
the “Best Friend of Edgewood Park.”

Nita Spangler is survived by three children, five 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. Her public 
memorial service will be at 10:30 AM, Saturday, June 1, in 
Courtroom A at the San Mateo County History Museum, 
2200 Broadway, Redwood City, CA 94063. Memorial gifts 
in honor of Nita Reifschneider Spangler to the University of 
Nevada Reno Reynolds School of Journalism, the Peninsula 
Open Space Trust, and the Friends of Edgewood are 
requested.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Nita Reifschneider Spangler
Redwood City Activist

April 17, 1923 - April 18, 2019
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Vote for Us!

BEST FRENCH RESTAURANT

BEST HAPPY HOUR
635 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park 94025 

650.473.6543  | leftbank.com

CELEBRATING 
 OVER 20 YEARS

IN MENLO PARK

20172017

R
EA

DERS’ CHO
IC

E

4420 Alpine Rd., Portola Valley   650.851.1711
3015 Woodside Rd., Woodside   650.851.1511
4442020 AAll i RdRd P ll VV llll 656500 858511 1717111

Vote for us for Best Grocery,  
Best Sandwiches,  

Best Meat and Best Produce

Sharon Heights Shopping Center
shadylanegallery.com  •  650-321-1099  •  Facebook/ShadyLaneGallery

Shady Lane
Celebrating Local Artisans

Please Vote Us Best: 
Jewelry • Gifts • Boutique

B E S T  O F

BEST AUTO REPAIR

4170 Alpine Road, Portola Valley  650-851-7442

Since 1948

tramies@pvgarage.com

For Quality &  
        Performance

Servicing European, Asian and  
domestic vehicles with the most qualified  

and trained ASE certified technicians  
using factory diagnostic  

and programming equipment.Bay Area’s #1 
Dealer Alternative

20182018

R
EA

DERS’ CHO
IC

E

650-391-9008
2100 Avy Ave

Menlo Park, CA

www.menloparkbarbershop.com

VOTE FOR US
Menlo Park Barber Shop

20182018

R
EA

DERS’ CHO
IC

E

PLEASE VOTE US BEST BAKERY AGAIN!

20182018

R
EA

DERS’ CHO
IC

E

905 El Camino Real
Menlo Park

650-384-6326

20172017

R
EA

DERS’ CHO
IC

E

Thank you for 
your vote!

100 EL CAMINO RE AL , MENLO PARK

650-330-2790  |  menlotavern.com

Celebrate the Classics 3130 Alpine Road 
Portola Valley
650.854.3850

Ladera 
Garden 

and 
Gifts 

Best Nursery
Best Florist

Best Gift Shop

Your continued trust & support 
is very much appreciated

20182018

RE
AD

ERS’ CHOICE

Full Service Nursery and Premiere Home Decor

GO ONLINE TO 
AlmanacNews.com/ 

readers_choice
20192019

RE
AD

ERS’ CHOICE

It’s Time  
to vote!

RESTAURANTS  |  FOOD & DRINK  |  RETAIL  |  SERVICES  |  FUN STUFF
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As a community-oriented 
business, we have 
been helping you look 
beautiful and feel great 
for over 10 years. 

1925 Menalto Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 
650-847-1815

RE
AD

ERS’ CHOICE

VOTE!

AMERICAN BOARD OF CERTIFIED HAIRCOLORISTS

RE
ADERS’ CHOICE

VOTE!

RE

VOTE FOR US FOR  
BEST  

LIVE MUSIC!
650-851-8487 • 2925 Woodside Rd., Woodside

www.pioneer-saloon.com

650.851.4988
2991 Woodside Road, Woodside

VOTE US 
BEST AMERICAN RESTAURANT &  

BEST ROMANTIC RESTAURANT

thefirehousebistro.com

RE
AD

ERS’ CHOICE

VOTE!

CAST YOUR  
BALLOT BEFORE 

MAY 27

S C H O O L S

Students in the Menlo School 
Junior Classical League (JCL) won 
multiple high honors at a recent 
state convention of JCL chapters 
from around the state, includ-
ing first-place overall award in 
the medium-size high school 
division.

“The state convention brings 
together chapters from around 
the state to celebrate the Latin lan-
guage and compete in academics, 
the arts, and athletics,” Menlo 
School junior Sophie Reynolds 
explained.

Also at the event, which took 
place March 29 and 30 at Mira-
monte High School in Orinda, 
three Menlo students won med-
als for excellence: freshman Evan 
Kitt for arts — Latin I; junior Soda 
Hou for academics — Latin III; 
and senior Natalie Hilderbrand 
in athletics — advanced Latin. 

In addition, the Latin III Cer-
tamen (Latin jeopardy) team 
won first in the state. Certa-
men is a jeopardy competition, 
where students answer questions 
about Latin grammar, transla-
tion, Roman history, geography, 
and culture, Reynolds said. Team 
member were sophomores Lind-
sey Canessa and Toby Thornburg, 
and juniors Soda Hou and Aaron 
Morgan.

Two students turned in the 

highest scores in the convention 
on academic tests: Soda Hou for 
the vocabulary test, and Ethan 
Yan for the derivatives and read-
ing comprehension tests.

Three Menlo School students 
also were elected to serve on the 
state JCL state board. “The board 
only has 10 people on it, so hav-
ing three Menlo students was a 
momentous accomplishment,” 
Reynolds noted. Reynolds was 
elected first vice president, in 
charge of recruiting new schools 
and publicity; junior Victoria 
Wat was elected as the organiza-
tion’s Northern representative, 
meaning that she will lead the 
planning for the fall convention of 
the Northern California JCL. And 
after what Reynolds described as 
“a dramatic constitutional state 
of emergency,” junior Ethan Yan 
was appointed parliamentarian, 
meaning that he will work on the 
state JCL constitution and pro-
pose new amendments.

Menlo School’s JCL club is 
headed by Latin teachers Dobbie 
Vasquez and Jude Morris.

The school also won the follow-
ing honors:

 second place, 
spirit; second place, publicity; sec-
ond place, basketball; third place, 
chariot.

 (freshman, Latin I): first 

place Latin slogan; second place, 
modern myth; second place, art — 
pastel; first place, overall arts.

 (sophomore, Latin II): first 
place, classical art; second place, 
essay.

 (sophomore, Latin 
II): first place, Pentathlon; first place, 
essay.

 (sophomore, Latin III): 
first place, derivatives; second place, 
mottoes; third place, classical art; 
third place, essay.

 (junior, Latin 
III): first place, overall academic; first 
place reading comprehension; first 
place, vocabulary; third place, track 
400M. 

 (junior, Latin III): first 
place, track 400M.

 (junior, advanced Lat-
in): first place, costume contest; first 
place, swimming, 50 backstroke.

 (junior, advanced 
Latin): first place, art — charts; sec-
ond place, English slogan.

 (junior, advanced Latin): 
first place, derivatives; first place, 
reading comprehension; first place 
Latin oratory; first place, English ora-
tory; first place, essay; third place, 
Latin slogan.

 (freshman, Latin 
II): second place, swimming, 50 
breaststroke; second place, swim-
ming, 100 I.M.

 (senior, 
advanced Latin): first place, overall 
athletics; second place, swimming, 
50 backstroke; second place, swim-
ming, 50 breaststroke; third place, 
swimming, 50 free; third place, swim-
ming, 100 I.M. 

 (junior, advanced 
Latin): second place, vocabulary; 
third place, sight Latin reading.

 (freshman, Latin II): 
third place, Latin slogan; third place, 
art — black pencil.

 (sophomore, Latin 
III): third place, grammar (Level 2); 
third place, ancient geography (Level 
2).

 (sophomore, Latin 
III): third place, grammar; third place, 
reading comprehension; third place, 
English slogan.

 (senior, 
advanced Latin): third place, arts 
— acrylic.

Menlo students win laurels

Photo courtesy of Menlo School

Menlo School’s Certamen team took first place in the state 
competition. Team members are, from left, Lindsey Canessa, Aaron 
Morgan, Soda Hou, and Toby Thornburg. 

 Five high school students who 
attend schools in The Almanac’s 
coverage area have been named 
winners of individual $2,500 
scholarships from the National 
Merit Scholarship Corp., a pri-
vately funded nonprofit based 
in Illinois, according to a May 8 
announcement.
 Scholarship winners are 
Thomas A. Woodside, Menlo 
School; Rayan H. Rizvi and 
Antonio M. Caceros, Sacred 
Heart Prep; and Cecilia Hanna 
and Anna Quinlan, Menlo-
Atherton, according to a Nation-
al Merit Scholarship Corp. press 
release.
 Caceros and Woodside are 

interested in careers in com-
puter science, the statement 
said. Hanna is interested in 
academia, and Rizvi in politics. 
Quinlan, who also won the 2018 
18th Congressional District’s 
App Challenge for creating an 
insulin pump app, is interested 
in bioinformatics. 
 The awards are given for a 
combination of accomplish-
ments, skills and potential for 
success in rigorous college stud-
ies, the statement said.
 The 2,500 scholarship win-
ners were chosen from a pool of 
more than 15,000 students. The 
nonprofit will distribute schol-
arships totaling more than $31 

million.
 A committee of college admis-
sions officers and high school 
counselors choose the scholars. 
They consider a student’s aca-
demic record, standardized test 
scores, contributions and lead-
ership in school and community 
activities, an essay written by 
the finalist, and a recommenda-
tion letter from a high school 
official.

— by Angela Swartz

Five local students win merit scholarships

More scholars
The Rotary Club of Menlo Park 

has named its scholarship

winners. See Page 23.
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B
y pushing beyond what 
is to what could be, this 
year’s Avenidas Life-

times of Achievement hon-
orees have created long-term 
changes in their communities 
that are stretching beyond 

their tenures and into the next 
generations.
 From launching a theater 
company with national reach, 
to advocating for legislation 
and programs for those fac-
ing end-of-life choices, to 

preserving tens of thousands 
of acres of Peninsula hills, 
baylands and coastside as 
open space, Gloria Hom, Rob-
ert Kelley, Ginny Lear, Ward 
and Mary Paine, and Mike 
and Ellen Turbow have spent 

decades planting the roots of 
change through organizations 
and programs they helped 
create for the benefit of the 
community at large. 
 The honorees were celebrat-
ed at a recent event sponsored 

by the nonprofit Avenidas and 
the Palo Alto Weekly.
 The contributions of Rob-
ert Kelley of Menlo Park 
and Ward and Mary Paine of 
Portola Valley are highlighted 
here.

Lifetime of Achievement honorees create community legacies

By Karla Kane

W
hen he joined a Palo 
Alto Children’s The-
atre production at age 

9, Robert Kelley didn’t know he 
would dedicate his life to local 
theater or ultimately impact 
generations of local actors and 
audiences.
 “I just walked by and went, 
‘Ooh, that looks like fun,’” he 
said. “The thrill of theater stuck.”
 As the founder and artistic 
director of TheatreWorks Silicon 
Valley, Kelley has spent nearly 
50 years creating art on the 
Midpeninsula and, although 
the company has evolved from 
humble origins into an award-
winning professional venture, 
Kelley’s dedication to what he 
called TheatreWorks’ core values 
— innovation, diversity and edu-
cation — remains unchanged. 
 And as a fitting cap on his 
career, this year TheatreWorks 
will receive the Regional Theatre 
Tony Award from the American 
Theatre Wing, to be presented in 
New York City on June 9.
 “TheatreWorks is a dream 
come true for me,” he said. “And 
a lot of people have shared that 
dream.”
 Kelley moved to Palo Alto at 
age 5 and has lived in the area 
for most of his life. He currently 
resides in Menlo Park with long-
time partner Ev Shiro. 
 He graduated from Stanford 
University with an English 
degree. In 1970, the city of Palo 
Alto invited him to help create 
a summer youth theater project. 
He and his young team wrote, 
produced and performed an 
original musical, “Popcorn,” at 
the Lucie Stern Theater. 
 “It was based on conflict in 
the community between genera-
tions; in 1970 there was plenty of 
that, so the premise was find-
ing a way to bring those worlds 
together,” he said. “We set it in 
‘Scraggly Tree, California.’” 
 While the show included a 
depiction of a student protest-
turned-riot, a real one occurred 
just days before “Popcorn” 
opened, inadvertently leading 
to more attention for the show’s 
premiere. 
 “The show became a great 
big huge hit and that’s how we 
got started,” he said. “It was a 
show about us, about our values, 

the things that mattered, and 
of course it was an educational 
project as well. All the funda-
mental values of TheatreWorks 
were built into that original 
idea.” 
 (Any chance of a “Popcorn” 
revival? “I wouldn’t hold your 
breath,” he laughed.) 
 Thus, what would become 
TheatreWorks was off and run-
ning. The name came in 1973, 
and the “Silicon Valley” was 
added in 2014. 
 The fledgling group produced 
plays all over town, from the 
Baylands Nature Interpretive 
Center — where actors shared a 
dressing room with live snakes 
— to churches, restaurants and 
the parking garage beneath City 
Hall.
  Fittingly for an Avenidas Life-
times of Achievement honoree, 
Kelley revealed a “secret connec-
tion” to Avenidas: TheatreWorks’ 
1974 production of “Cabaret” 
was performed in the then-
vacant Avenidas building on 
Bryant Street, the city’s former 
police and fire station.
 In the decades that followed, 

TheatreWorks further dedicated 
itself to diversity and nontradi-
tional casting, and expanded to 
performance spaces including 
Foothill College and Mountain 
View Center for the Perform-
ing Arts. Over the years, the 
company became fully profes-
sional, hiring Actor’s Equity 
Association actors and joining 
the League of Resident Theatres.
  In 2001, the New Works Initia-
tive, nurturing emerging work 
and artists, was launched. And 
TheatreWorks’ educational wing 
still offers students the thrill of 
theater that Kelley first experi-
enced as a child.
 The company has seen many of 
its world premieres and alumni 
go on to succeed beyond the 
Bay Area (not to mention its 
imminent Tony Award). Kelley’s 
focus, though, has always been to 
produce work that is meaningful 
for local audiences. 
 “We haven’t been oriented 
toward Broadway. It’s really been 
about here: What is the right art 
for this community? So, it’s kind 
of been a revelation to realize 
how many folks there really are 

out in the world that have been 
here,” he said.
 Some people have been sur-
prised, he said, to learn the Mid-
peninsula can support world-
class theater. But, he added, “You 
can’t possibly imagine another 
place in the world where creating 
new things is of more value.” 
 It’s difficult to separate the 
company from the man who’s 
nurtured it from the start, whose 
devoted-but-mellow style has 
helped mentor countless others 
in the theater community. 
 Kelley, said director and play-
wright Ken Savage, “taught me 
that directing is like painting — 
he molds his actors and design 
pieces into masterful works of 
visual art that give the audi-
ence insight to relationships and 
character. ... I feel lucky to have 
had the opportunity to work 
alongside him to support his vast 
canvas.” 
 But, an end of an era is com-
ing. Kelley will step down as 
artistic director following The-
atreWorks’ next season. A half-
century is, after all, a pretty good 
run. 

 “It felt like an appropriate time. 
I want the company to continue 
to grow and move,” he said, add-
ing with a laugh that he doesn’t 
expect TheatreWorks’ next lead-
er to commit to 50 years. 
 An admitted workaholic, Kel-
ley said that in the rare instances 
when he’s not entrenched in 
theater projects he enjoys playing 
the piano and exploring nature. 
His cottage, he noted, is near San 
Francisquito Creek, just a few 
blocks from where he spent his 
childhood.
 Despite his impending depar-
ture from TheatreWorks, Kelley 
has no plans to retire; he’s com-
mitted to continuing his direct-
ing career, as well as writing and 
teaching.
 “This wonderful honor from 
Avenidas is definitely for people 
who’ve been at it for a long time,” 
he said. “But just because you 
become the oldest person 
employed in an organization 
doesn’t mean you’re the least 
active.” A

Karla Kane writes for the Palo 
Alto Weekly, The Almanac’s 

sister publication.

Robert Kelley: A lifelong passion for theater

Photo by Veronica Weber

Robert Kelley, founder and artistic director of TheatreWorks Silicon Valley, is stepping down from his post after next season.
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By Melissa McKenzie

P
ortola Valley duo Ward 
and Mary Paine have 
been key players in pre-

serving tens of thousands of 
acres of Peninsula hills, bay-
lands and coastside as per-
manent open space over more 
than five decades. 

Their path to conservation 
began after they moved to the 
Bay Area in the early 1960s: 
Ward was working with KRS 
Electronics; Mary was vol-
unteering for various health 
and welfare nonprofits, which 
eventually led her to the envi-
ronmental group Peninsula 
Conservation Center, where 
she took a seat on the board. 

“They were in a little tiny 
house in Menlo Park ... but 
they were inundated with 
requests for help from the 
schools about teaching envi-
ronmental ed, which was sort 
of new terminology in the late 
1960s,” Mary said. 

Mary turned to Ward — who 
by this time had launched a 
tech startup and was well on 
his way to becoming one of 
the valley’s earliest venture 
capitalists — to assist with 
the organization’s finances. 

This was the start of their pro-
lific work in preservation, first 
together at the Conservation 
Center and then separately 
through nonprofits that they 
helped co-found. 
 Mary’s fundraising efforts 
at the Conservation Center 
led to a spin-off organization, 
Environmental Volunteers, a 
nonprofit aimed at introducing 
natural history and environ-
mental science to children. She 
co-founded the organization 
after chairing a Conservation 
Center auction to fund efforts 
to spur interest in conservation 
within the community. The 
auction raised $10,000, which 
was used to create a project 
that became the Environmen-
tal Volunteers. 

Over the years, Mary raised 
funds for the nonprofit, 
including leading the eight-
year effort to secure $3.8 mil-
lion to restore the ship-shaped 
Sea Scout building in the Bay-
lands that became the group’s 
headquarters in 2012. She 
also worked with the Wood-
side-Atherton Garden Club to 
restore hundreds of acres in 
the San Francisco Bay through 
planting and alleviating tidal 

surge and infill.
Around the same time Mary 

was launching Environmen-
tal Volunteers, Ward helped 
develop the Peninsula Open 
Space Trust (POST), an off-
shoot of the Midpeninsula 
Regional Open Space Dis-
trict that negotiates with local 

property owners to purchase 
parcels of land for open space 
and conservation. Once land 
is acquired, the Regional Open 
Space District manages the 
space. 

Through easements and land 
purchases, POST has been 
responsible for preserving 

more than 76,000 acres of 
open space in San Mateo, Santa 
Clara and Santa Cruz counties, 
including the 1,719 acres sur-
rounding Pigeon Point Light-
house on the coast, which the 
group secured for $39 million 

Ward and Mary Paine: Pioneer preservationists

Photo by Veronica Weber

Mary and Ward Paine were involved in environmental causes before most people knew what 
conservationism was all about.

See PRESERVATIONISTS, page 22
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995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
DIGITAL EQUANIMITY 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 

File No.: 280977 

The following person (persons) is (are) 

doing business as: 

Digital Equanimity, located at 740 Menlo 

Oaks Dr., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo 

County.  

Registered owner(s): 

HARBRINDER S. KANG 

740 Menlo Oaks Dr. 

Menlo Park, CA 94025 

This business is conducted by: An 

Individual.  

The registrant commenced to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on N/A. 

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 

April 11, 2019.  

(ALM May 1, 8, 15, 22, 2019)

SEED TO ROOTS 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 

File No.: 281157 

The following person (persons) is (are) 

doing business as: 

Seed to Roots, located at 417-A Oak Grove 

Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo 

County.  

Registered owner(s): 

AMERICA GONZALEZ 

417-A Oak Grove Ave. 

Menlo Park, CA 94025  

This business is conducted by: An 

Individual.  

The registrant commenced to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on May 02, 2019. 

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 

May 2, 2019.  

(ALM May 15, 22, 29; June 5, 2019)

GLASSWING MEDIA 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 

File No.: 281193 

The following person (persons) is (are) 

doing business as: 

Glasswing Media, located at 160 Sausal 

Drive, Portola Valley, CA 94028, San Mateo 

County; Mailing address: 304 S. Jones Blvd., 

Ste. 1218, Las Vegas, NV 89107. 

Registered owner(s): 

TRICIA HEALD 

160 Sausal Drive 

Portola Valley, CA 94028  

This business is conducted by: An 

Individual.  

The registrant commenced to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on N/A. 

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 

May 8, 2019.  

(ALM May 15, 22, 29; June 5, 2019)

BR CHABOT CONSTRUCTION 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 

File No.: 281103 

The following person(s) is (are) doing 

business as: 

BR Chabot Construction, located at 230 Old 

Spanish Trail, Portola Valley, CA 94028, San 

Mateo County.  

Registered owner(s): 

BERTIN RAYMOND CHABOT III 

230 Old Spanish Trail 

Portola Valley, CA 94028 

This business is conducted by: An 

Individual.  

The registrant commenced to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on N/A. 

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 

April 26, 2019.  

(ALM May 15, 22, 29; June 5, 2019)

BULL PAINTING COMPANY 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 

File No.: 281126 

The following person (persons) is (are) 

doing business as: 

Bull Painting Company, located at 530 Oak 

Grove Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 

Mateo County.  

Registered owner(s): 

ANTONIO NOLASCO 

252 Hedge Rd. 

Menlo Park, CA 94025  

This business is conducted by: An 

Individual.  

The registrant commenced to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on 5-01-19.  

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 

May 1, 2019.  

(ALM May 15, 22, 29; June 5, 2019)

PIVOTING HOME CARE 

PIVOTING ASPECTS HEATHCARE STAFFING 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 

File No.: 281215 

The following person (persons) is (are) 

doing business as: 

1.) Pivoting Home Care, 2.) Pivoting Aspects 

Healthcare Staffing, located at 318 Westlake 

Center, Ste. 202, Daly City, CA 94015, San 

Mateo County; Mailing address: 2861 

Fleetwood Dr., San Bruno, CA 94066.  

Registered owner(s): 

PIVOTING ASPECTS 

2861 Fleetwood Dr. 

San Bruno, CA 94066 

California 

This business is conducted by: A 

Corporation.  

The registrant commenced to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on N/A. 

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 

May 10, 2019.  

(ALM May 22, 29; June 5, 12, 2019)

STANFORD GARDENS 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 

File No.: 281124 

The following person (persons) is (are) 

doing business as: 

Stanford Gardens, located at 718 Oak Grove 

Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo 

County.  

Registered owner(s): 

LAKESHORE DRIVE, LLC 

718 Oak Grove Avenue 

Menlo Park, CA 94025 

This business is conducted by: A Limited 

Liability Company.  

The registrant commenced to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on N/A. 

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 

May 1, 2019.  

(ALM May 22, 29; June 5, 12, 2019)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 

NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 

MATEO  

Case No.: 19CIV02238 

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 

Petitioner: ERIC ELISEA GERMAN filed 

a petition with this court for a decree 

changing names as follows:  

ERIC ELISEA GERMAN to ERIC ELISEA.  

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 

interested in this matter appear before 

this court at the hearing indicated below 

to show cause, if any, why the petition for 

change of name should not be granted. 

Any person objecting to the name changes 

described above must file a written 

objection that includes the reasons for the 

objection at least two court days before the 

matter is scheduled to be heard and must 

appear at the hearing to show cause why 

the petition should not be granted. If no 

written objection is timely filed, the court 

may grant the petition without a hearing.  

NOTICE OF HEARING: June 12, 2019, 9:00 

a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court of 

California, County of San Mateo, located 

at 400 County Center, Redwood City, CA 

94063.  

A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall 

be published at least once each week for 

four successive weeks prior to the date set 

for hearing on the petition in the following 

newspaper of general circulation, printed 

in this county:  

THE ALMANAC 

Date: April 25, 2019  

/s/ Jonathan E. Karesh  

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  

(ALM May 15, 22, 29; June 5, 2019)

IN THE JUSTICE COURT OF INCLINE 

VILLAGE-CRYSTAL BAY TOWNSHIP  

COUNTY OF WASHOE, STATE OF NEVADA 

 

ORDER FOR PUBLICATON OF SUMMONS  

Case No.: ISC 19-00003 

Dept. No.: 1 

  

LYNELL HEATLEY, Plaintiff, 

VS. 

ROBIN J. REYNOLDS, Defendant. 

 

Upon the Affidavit Order for Publication of 

Summons and the Affidavit of Non-Service 

attached thereto, filed herein, it appears 

to the satisfaction of the Court and the 

Court finds, that the Affidavit and Order 

cannot be served upon Defendant in 

person within the State of California; and it 

appearing from the affidavit, and the Court 

here finds, that a cause of action exists in 

favor of the Plaintiff against Defendant, 

that Defendant is a necessary and proper 

party herein, and the last-known residence 

and address of Defendant is/was 1633 

Madison Ave., Redwood City, CA 94061. It 

further appearing that the Mercury News, 

Redwood City, Daly News and San Mateo 

Times is the most likely to provide notice to 

the Defendant of the pendency of the suit. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED 

that the Affidavit and Order in this suit be 

served on Defendant, ROBIN J. REYNOLDS, 

herein by publication thereof in the above-

named newspaper. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of 

the Affidavit and Order be deposited in 

the United States Post Office at Richmond, 

California, enclosed in a sealed envelope 

upon which the postage is fully prepaid, 

addressed to Defendant at: 

ROBIN J. REYNOLDS, 1633 Madison Ave., 

Redwood City, CA 94061. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that due service 

of a copy of the Affidavit and Order on 

Defendant in person outside of the State of 

Nevada shall be equivalent to completed 

service by publication and deposit in the 

united states Post Office and that such 

process may be served upon Defendant as 

prescribed by statue. 

 

Dated this 13th day of May, 2019. 

/s/__________________ 

 Justice of the Peace 

 

Seal 

 

AFFIDAVIT AND ORDER 

IN THE SMALL CLAIMS COURT OF INCLINE 

VILLAGE-CRYSTAL BAY TOWNSHIP  

WASHOE COUNTY, STATE OF NEVADA  

(775) 832-4100 

 

NOTICE 

If either party requires a court reporter, 

please see Small Claims Information sheet 

for instructions. 

 

Case No. ISC: 19-00003 

 

Plaintiff: LYNELL HEATLEY 

15 Breakers Blvd., Richmond, CA 94804 

510-599-3837 

LB_HEATLEY@yahoo.com 

VS. 

Defendant: Robin J. Reynolds 

1633 Madison Ave. Redwood City, CA 

94061 

650-465-1935 

Rob@Robreynolds.com 

 

AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLAINT 

STATE OF NEVADA, COUNTY OF WASHOE 

 

I, the undersigned plaintiff, under penalty 

of perjury under the laws of the State 

of Nevada declare that the defendant(s) 

is (are) indebted to me in the sum of $ 

2492.60 (plus court costs) for the following 

reasons: 

Property damage and expenses due 

to the defendant’s water heater (861 

Southwood Blvd. #18 Incline Village, NV 

89451), flooding my units basement (#17) 

on November 8, 2017. Rob admitted his 

guilt & neglect, and promised to rectify my 

damages. He has made one payment to me 

of $200 (January 2018). 

I further declare, that I have demanded 

payment of said sum; that the defendant(s) 

refused to pay the same and no part 

thereof has been paid; and to the best of 

my knowledge at the commencement 

of the action, jurisdiction exists in this 

township under NRS 73.010. 

I acknowledge that I have received and 

read the document entitled “Small Claims 

Information” and will comply with the 

requirements therein. 

The undersigned does hereby affirm that 

pursuant to NRS 239B.030, this document 

does not contain the social security 

number of any person. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

/s/__________________ 

    Plaintiff/Declarant 

     Filed On: 3/14/19 

 

ORDER 

 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

to the within-named defendant(s) : You 

are hereby directed to appear and answer 

the foregoing claim in the above-entitled 

court at INCLINE VILLAGE JUSTICE COURT, 

865 Tahoe Blvd., Suite 301, Incline Village, 

Nevada. (775) 832-4100. For additional 

information, go to www.ivcbcourt.com. 

On Tuesday, April 16, 2019 at 10:30 AM 

reset for Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 10:30 AM 

reset for Tuesday, July 23, 2019 at 10:30 AM 

 

/s/ Frances Fash  

 Clerk of the Court 

By /s/_____________ 

           Deputy Clerk 

 

(ALM May 22, 29; June 5, 12, 2019)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 

NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 

MATEO  

Case No.: 19CIV02466 

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 

Petitioner: JEFFREY ALLEN GRANT filed 

a petition with this court for a decree 

changing names as follows: 

JEFFREY ALLEN GRANT to JEFFREY ALLEN 

CARVAJAL.  

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 

interested in this matter appear before 

this court at the hearing indicated below 

to show cause, if any, why the petition for 

change of name should not be granted. 

Any person objecting to the name changes 

described above must file a written 

objection that includes the reasons for the 

objection at least two court days before the 

matter is scheduled to be heard and must 

appear at the hearing to show cause why 

the petition should not be granted. If no 

written objection is timely filed, the court 

may grant the petition without a hearing.  

NOTICE OF HEARING: June 19, 2019, 9:00 

a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court of 

California, County of San Mateo, located 

at 400 County Center, Redwood City, CA 

94063. A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW 

CAUSE shall be published at least once 

each week for four successive weeks prior 

to the date set for hearing on the petition 

in the following newspaper of general 

circulation, printed in this county:  

THE ALMANAC  

Date: May 7, 2019  

/s/ Jonathan E. Karesh 

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  

(ALM May 22, 29; June 5, 12, 2019)

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com for assistance  
with your legal advertising needs. The deadline is Thursday at 5pm.

Public Notices

LEHUA GREENMAN

650.245.1845

Thank you! 
He-roes & 
She-roes!
"All gave 

Some.
Some gave 

All."
God Bless 
America!

in 2000. The deal was reportedly 
the largest amount of money ever 
paid by a nonprofit for land in 
the western United States. 

“It was Herb Grench’s idea to 
have a private company do what 
(POST) does, and I was sort of 
the implementer,” Ward said. “I 
recruited the board of directors, 
and I was the chairman for the 
first 10 years. We had a terrific 
group of seven or eight people, 
and we met at 7:45 in the morn-
ing because everybody had to 
go to work. We had an office at 
3000 Sand Hill Road because 
(Director) Tom Ford owned the 
building.”

The group, which included 
conservationists and a real estate 
developer, began in 1972. Ward 
said POST’s first major conser-
vation success was the Windy 
Hill area of Portola Valley, which 
was originally slated for the 
development of more than 400 
homes.

“We have a farm program 
now where we will buy a piece 
of property, and we’ll put limita-
tions on it and find farmers to 
farm it. If they’re unsuccessful or 
if they need to sell it, we will buy 
it back along with the improve-
ments, like tractors and irriga-
tion ditches. The idea is to keep 
it green and agricultural and not 
make it look like Santa Monica.”

Ward believes the creation 
of POST is the most successful 
thing he’s been a part of, includ-
ing all of the projects and busi-
nesses he financed as a venture 
capitalist.

“When Ward and I first moved 
here, the environmental move-
ment didn’t exist, and yet, there 
were little enclaves like Hidden 
Villa out in Los Altos Hills and 
a little group called Green Foot-
hills,” Mary said.

 “There were land trust discus-
sions that were happening in San 
Francisco, and it was very avant-
garde to go to these meetings,” 
she said. ‘Of course, now it’s all 
such an ordinary part of our 
conversation. It’s a changed 
world. Now, everyone speaks 
conservation; everyone speaks 
environment. But it’s hard to 
believe that 40 years ago nobody 
knew what the word meant.” A

Melissa McKenzie is a
freelance writer.

PRESERVATIONISTS
continued from page 21
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S C H O O L S

Mario Andrighetto
Compass Realtors Woodside
650.796.4902
MAndrighetto@apr.com
License # 01993000

650.888.6379
Buffy@BuffyBianchini.com
License #00878979

5 Woodview Lane, Woodside Amazing Horse Property

7,224 sq ft, 5.54 acres
6 bedrooms, 4 full, 2 half baths
1 bedroom, I bath poolhouse

Offered at $17,950,000          5woodviewlane.com

2,868 sq ft, 18.12 acres
4 bedrooms, 2 baths

3 stall barn

Offered at $1,488,000          www.tourfactory.com/2562071

More than 100 students from four 
local high schools received scholarships 
and academic achievement awards dur-
ing the Rotary Club of Menlo Park’s 
scholastic achievement awards ceremo-
ny at the Menlo-Atherton Performing 
Arts Center on May 13.

Scholarships worth $145,000 were award-
ed to 23 local high school students, includ-
ing seven who received Alice Kleeman 
Community College awards, named after 
the longtime guidance counselor at Menlo-
Atherton High School.

Rotary Club of Menlo Park Foundation 
president Lisa Cesario said the scholarship 
funds are derived from contributions by 
club members, investments from former 
members and donors, and club fundraising 
events such as the annual Tour de Menlo 
bicycle ride held in August. 

In addition to the Alice Kleeman awards, 
other scholarships in varying amounts 
were given to 16 students who were chosen 
by the Rotary’s scholarship committee, 
which interviewed all applicants.

The scholastic achievement awards went 
to students from Eastside College Prep, 
Menlo-Atherton, Sacred Heart Prep and 
Menlo School. 

The evening began with a rousing con-
cert by the Menlo-Atherton Jazz Band, and 
a talk by Menlo College President Steven 
Weiner titled “Make a Difference.” 

The scholastic achievement awards were 
presented by representatives from each 
high school.

 The college scholarships were presented 
by Lisa Cesario, Michelle Tsui (Tsui-Tsiang 
Family Math and Science Scholarship), 
and Drue Kataoka (the Drue Kataoka Arts 
Scholarship).
 Following are the names of the scholar-
ships, the recipient’s name and high school, 
and the college the recipient plans to attend.
  Menlo Park Rotary Foundation Schol-
arship: Sal Argueta, Menlo School, Arizona 
State University.

 Robert G. Paroli Family Scholarship: 
Samantha Castaneda, Menlo School, Wil-
liams College.
  Menlo Park Rotary Foundation Schol-
arship: David Civil, Eastside College Prepa-
ratory, UC Riverside.
  Business and Professional Scholarship: 
Gabriella Guttierez, Sacred Heart Prepara-
tory, Santa Clara University. 
  Doris and Orm Rector Scholarship: 
Sandra Guttierez, Menlo-Atherton, Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo.
  Menlo Park Rotary Foundation Schol-
arship: Nery Roman Hernandez, Eastside 
College Preparatory, USC.
  Menlo Park Rotary Foundation Schol-
arship: Joseph Hill, Sacred Heart Prepara-
tory, Arizona State University. 

 Barbara and Tom Borden Scholarship: 
Cindy James, Sacred Heart Preparatory, St. 
Mary’s (Moraga).
  Menlo Park Rotary Foundation Schol-
arship: Isabelle Maennle, Sacred Heart 
Preparatory, UC Santa Cruz.
  Crittenden Family Scholarship: 

Christopher Mansilla, Eastside College 
Preparatory, UC Santa Barbara.
  Menlo Park Rotary Foundation Schol-
arship: Gladys Monje-Landeros, Eastside 
College Preparatory, UC Santa Cruz. 
  Menlo Park Rotary Foundation Schol-
arship: Carlos Nunez, Eastside College 
Preparatory, UC Riverside.
  John D. Russell Scholarship: Eric Perez, 
Eastside College Preparatory, Georgetown 
University. 
  Tsui/Tsiang Family Math and Science 

Scholarship: Guadalupe Sahagun-Velasco, 
Eastside College Preparatory, UC Riverside. 
  Drue Kataoka Arts Scholarship: Nin-
arose Roybal. 
  Alice Kleeman Community College 
Awards (given to M-A students only): 
Cynthia Alvarenga, Rosemary Barajas, 
Abraham Guerrero, Emily Linares, Daniel 
Maldonado, Lesly Posada and Madelyn 
Trujillo.

— Submitted by the Rotary Club
of Menlo Park

Menlo Park Rotary awards scholarships

Scholarship winners, front row, from left, Cynthia Alvarenga, Lesly Posada, Emily 
Linares, Rosemary Barajas, Gladys Monje-Landeros, Guadeluppe Sahagun-Velasco, 
Gabriella Guttierez, and Cindy Jaimes. Second row, Samantha Castaneda, Isabelle 
Maennle, Carlos Nunez, David Civil, Christopher Mansilla, Sandra Guttierez, Ninarose 
Roybal. Third row, Nery Roman Hernandez, Joseph Hill, Sal Argueta, Eric Perez, Daniel 
Maldonado, Madelyn Trujillo, Abraham Guerrero.
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MATT SKRABO
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(650) 804-6673
matt@mattskrabo.com
DRE# 01910597

3RD GENERATION REALTOR®

MATT SKRABO

ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS:  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY!
List with Matt Skrabo within the next 60 days and receive your “FREE” all-inclusive listing package.

 FREE HOME PREPARATION CONSULTATION 
by a Licensed Contractor.

 FREE STAGING 
by a Professional Staging Company.

 FREE HOME, TERMITE & ROOF 
INSPECTION REPORT 
by a Licensed Inspection Company.

 FREE CUSTOM PROPERTY WEBSITE 
example: www.505HamiltonAve.com

 FREE FULL-PAGE COLOR NEWSPAPER AD 
in Palo Alto Weekly and/or The Almanac for 
Just Listed/Open Houses.

 FREE HIGH-RESOLUTION PHOTOGRAPHY 
by a Professional Photographer.

 FREE TARGETED ONLINE ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN.

 FREE FULL-PAGE COLOR MAGAZINE AD 
in Luxury Home Magazine.

 FREE 4-12 PAGE HIGH-RESOLUTION 
PROPERTY BROCHURE 
by a Professional Marketing Company.

 FREE “JUST LISTED” POSTCARD MAILED 
TO THE COMMUNITY 
by a Professional Marketing Company.

(Disclaimer: Information provided deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Free services may vary depending on price point. Contact Matt for more information.)


