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Maximize
the value of
your home.

Compass Concierge helps you sell your
home faster and for a higher price.
From painting to flooring, Concierge
transforms your home with zero
upfront costs and no interest.

Get started at compass.com/concierge

FRESH PAINT
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Best Value in Sought-After Lindenwood

LEMIEU

ASSOCIATES

180 GREENOAKS DRIVE, ATHERTON
FOR SALE

Spacious Lindenwood Home
on Almost One Acre

- Premier location in desirable Lindenwood

- Almost one acre of landscaped grounds

- 4 bedrooms and 2 baths in the main home
- 1-bedroom, 1-bath guest house

- Fully enclosed pool cabaria

- Approximately 4,511 total square feet
including cabafia and garage

- Family room, office, and tremendous
recreation room

- Wonderfully private setting with pool
- Approximately 92 acre (40,205 square feet)

- Menlo Park schools

$6,200,000 | lemieuxRE.com

Superior Real Estate Representation
FOR THOSE WHO EXPECT ONLY THE VERY BEST

... PENDING SALE
Build new or renovate on one of One of most coveted cul-de-sac
the largest parcels in Menlo Park locations in Central Menlo

Atherton

~ one-half acre (20,900 sq. ft.) ~ 4,190 sq. ft. over 3 levels

~ 1,800 sq. ft. single-story home ~ 10,476 sq. ft. lot
3 bedrooms, 2 baths

5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths
1-bedroom, 1-bath guest house

3 Irving Avenue
$4,298,000 | 4 bedrooms, 3 baths

For more information, or to schedule a private showing, please contact us.

L E M I E U ‘ A Wall Street Journal Top Producing Real Estate Team 2018

ASSOCIATES [E] @lemieuxRE

www.lemieuxRE.com | Over $2.5 billion in sales since 1998
Tom LeMieux, MBA  Jennifer Bitter, MBA

COMPASS

650.465.7459 650.308.4401 Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker
tom@lemieuxRE.com jennifer@lemieuxRE.com licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended

for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
License #01066910 License #01847627 may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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£3 Stanford University
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Proposing a responsible General Use
Permit. Elevating the community.

Stanford is committed to Santa Clara County and the surrounding area we call home. We’ve made it
part of our mission to contribute to the health and quality of life of our community. Over the past

18 years, we’ve met every one of more than 100 annual reporting requirements, and now we’re
proposing a land use permit that’s just as rigorous. We're accelerating solutions to society’s
challenges, at home and around the world.

LEARN MORE AT GUP.STANFORD.EDU
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Community leaders honored with Golden Acorns

By Kate Bradshaw

Almanac Staff Writer

( :ommunity leaders and
public servants were rec-
ognized on Sept. 19 for
their distinct contributions to
the community of Menlo Park
at the Chamber of Commerce’s
43rd annual Golden Acorn
Awards, held at Hotel Nia.

The 2019 ceremony was an
event, as described by Mayor
Ray Mueller, “that celebrates
what it means to be here in Melo
Park and honor those who make
it a special place to live.” Recog-
nized this year are:

B Cafe Zoe: Business Excel-
lence Award.

B Tour de Menlo: Community
Service Award.

B MidPen Housing: Profes-
sional Leadership Award.

B St. Anthony’s Padua Dining
Room: Unsung Hero Award.

B Tarlton Properties/West
Bay Sanitary District/Sharon
Heights Golf & Country Club:
Environmental Stewardship.

Reclaiming politics

The event was kicked off with
a keynote address by Santa
Clara County supervisor and
longtime public servant Joe
Simitian, who talked about the
different criteria voters use to
pick the people they elect to
office. His criteria, he said, are
a set of questions: Do they share
my values? Do I think they have
the ability to make those values
real and tangible? And do they
have a snowball’s chance in hell
of getting elected?

But there are plenty of other
valid factors people use, he not-
ed, and that’s their prerogative
in a democracy. He explained
some of the pros and cons of

judging a candidate based on
his or her legislative achieve-
ments, leadership skills, identity,
religion, ability to articulate a
vision, or ability to identify and
combat political opponents.

Ultimately, he argued, poli-
tics and government should be
about helping people and solv-
ing problems, creating oppor-
tunities and making one’s city,
state and nation a tangibly better
place for all of its residents. He
urged attendees to be cognizant
of these factors at play the next
time they vote, and to resist the
temptation to engage in what he
terms the “otherization” of poli-
tics — to turn small differences
into polarizing positions and to
weaponize people’s identities for
political reasons.

Candidates should also be
willing to talk about what
they’re for, not just what they’re
against, he added.

“I think if we can do that, we
can reclaim a politics that is
practical, productive and unify-
ing,” he said. “God knows we
could use it.”

Cafe Zoe

The cafe, which is located at
1929 Menalto Ave. in the Wil-
lows neighborhood, is run by
Kathleen Daly and her daughter
Zoe Sharkey. It celebrated its
10th year in business last year.
As a Menlo Park proclamation
declared, it is a “little indepen-
dent shop with big community
spirit.”

Sharkey, in accepting the
award, talked about the many
roles her mother fills at the cafe
— crossing guard, impromptu
therapist, donor, guardian of
lost neighborhood dogs and
community leader. “With Kath-
leen, it’s never a marketing

tactic, it’s just pure heart,” she
said. “Golden hearts like yours
deserve golden acorns and much
more.”

Tour de Menlo

Tour de Menlo is an annual
fundraiser sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Menlo Park
Foundation and The Alma-
nac. It raises funds for initia-
tives the Rotary Club supports
and The Almanac’s Holiday
Fund, supporting scholarships
for college-bound high school
seniors in need and local com-
munity-serving nonprofits. The
tour invites participants on
several bike loops from Menlo-
Atherton High School up to 100

kilometers.

Event co-founder Tom Gib-
boney, former publisher of The
Almanac, said that the event
draws upon the support of the
Rotary Club’s members, who
voluntarily take on the work of
registering participants, mark-
ing the course and running the
event.

According to a city procla-
mation, the event raises about
$50,000 a year, and over 15 years
the Rotary Club has distributed
about $1.5 million in college
scholarships.

MidPen Housing
MidPen housing is a nonprofit
housing developer that built

r,{
>
# ir‘

4/
8
X

.
k ik
(o

iy

Photo by Sammy Dallal/The Almanac
Cafe Zoe owners Zoe Sharkey, left, and her mother and cafe founder Kathleen Daly accept the Golden
Acorn Award for Business Excellence. Addressing her mother, Sharkey said, “Golden hearts like yours
deserve golden acorns and much more.”

Sequoia Belle Haven, a senior
affordable housing develop-
ment, in 2017, and is working
on a project to redevelop old
affordable housing on Willow
Road into 140 new affordable
housing units for families.

According to Matt Franklin,
president and CEO, the non-
profit provides about 213 units
of affordable housing in the
Belle Haven neighborhood of
Menlo Park, housing more than
600 residents. He added that his
group needs three things when
it pursues affordable housing
projects: money, land and politi-
cal support.

See GOLDEN ACORNS, page 16

Nonprofit aims for more early childhood education teachers

By Angela Swartz

Almanac Staff Writer

an Mateo County will need
to fill about 2,500 teaching

spots by 2025 to keep pace
with the growing need for early
childhood education programs,
according to a 2016 early learn-
ing facilities needs assessment
for the county. During that
same period, there is a projected
shortage of about 14,000 slots
for children in early education
classrooms, according to the
assessment.

With these statistics in mind,
Menlo Park-based nonprofit
Community Equity Collabora-
tive partnered with Foothill
College in Los Altos Hills in
2018 to create the Teacher
Pipeline Program. The aim:
to boost the number of high-
quality early education teachers
in the area. The program for
this school year began this week,
and includes early childhood
education courses through the
community college, along with
meals, child care, coaching and
loaner laptops, all free of charge.

“The Teacher Pipeline Pro-
gram has the potential to
become a model for how we
can successfully bring new edu-
cators into the workforce to
address the teacher shortage,
expand our capacity to serve
more children and professional-
ize the field,” said Peggy Pizzo,
director of Stanford University’s
Early Learning Project, in a pre-
pared statement. “The benefits
of such collaborative efforts go
beyond its participants or part-
ners as many are watching and
hoping for archetypes that can

be replicated and scaled.”
During the first year of the
program, students took classes
in Redwood City through Foot-
hill’s child development depart-
ment. This year, students can
also take classes, which run
from September to June, at the
Menlo Park outpost of the Boys
and Girls Clubs of the Penin-
sula. Students can participate in
the program to simply bolster
their skills, or they can follow
one- and two-year pathways to
becoming an assistant teacher
or a teacher in early childhood

classrooms, respectively. Cours-
es include child growth and
development, prenatal through
early childhood; positive behav-
ior management; and how to
plan art activities.

For Olivia Saachi, a teacher’s
aide at the Early Learning Cen-
ter preschool in Menlo Park, the
program offered her a chance
to brush up on her prior early
learning training and the latest
best practices in early childhood
education. Saachi, one of the 40

See TEACHERS, page 6
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SEPT
27-28-29

Fri-Sat 10am - 6pm
Sun 10am - 5pm

D R
Santa Cruz Avenue between El Camino and University Dr.

Presented by
A

50 Professional Artists

Pacific Fine Arts Festivals
pacificfinearts.com B ®E@

= Menl
* CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

Avenidas

and
the

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRESENT

CAREGIVER
CONFERENCE

“CAREGIVING RE-IMAGINED~»

Saturday, September 28
8:00am-3:30pm

MOUNTAIN VIEW SENIOR CENTER,
266 Escuela Avenue, Mountain View
Parking is free.

Conference attendees will enjoy your
choice of 9 info-packed workshops plus:

* Morning coffee & orange juice

* Inspiring Keynote speech

* Delicious lunch provided by BridgePoint
at Los Altos

e Afternoon dessert and beverages

* Access to sponsors who are
expert service providers

* Special group sessions

® Door prizes

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
SPECIAL: $40
Rose Kleiner Families, Avenidas and
Village Members: $35

After September 20: $45 or $50 at the door

Call (650) 289-5445 for more information
or sign up at www.avenidas.org
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"N erhitld Menlo Park district bond

refinancing saves $3.7M

The Menlo Park City School
District will save taxpayers over
$3.7 million by refinancing its
voter-approved bonds.

The district refinanced the
bonds on Sept. 10 after receiving
a triple A rating from Moody’s
Investors Service, according to a
district press release. The school
board approved the refinancing
at an Aug. 29 meeting.

The move will lower district
residents’ property tax bills,
according to the district’s finan-
cial adviser Keygent.

“Our primary mission is to
serve our students, making
sure they are all engaging,
achieving, and thriving in the
classroom and as developing
young people,” said Superin-
tendent Erik Burmeister in
a prepared statement. “Every
voter and taxpayer in MPCSD
can be proud that our business
office is looking out for their

bottom line. They should also
know that this smart manage-
ment allows MPCSD to punch
above its weight, consistently
delivering the highest qual-
ity education at a much lower
per student cost than any of
our neighboring community-
funded districts.”

The district refunded bonds
sold in 2005, 2012, 2014 and
2015 in a process similar to refi-
nancing a home loan, according
to the district’s website. The
district took advantage of the
current low interest rates and
replaced bonds with an aver-
age interest rate of 4.5% with
new bonds at an interest rate of
2.61%.

In the past decade, the district
has saved the taxpayers $28.9
million by taking advantage of
refunding  opportunities,
according to the press release. @

— By Angela Swartz

TEACHERS

continued from page 5

students who took classes in
the program last year, plans to
enroll in classes this year as well.

The classes “made me much
more mindful about how I
would talk with children,” she
said.

Program organizers provide
students and their families with
dinner 30 minutes before week-
night classes and snacks on
Saturdays. The Boys and Girls
Club provides programming for
children ages 6 to 12 and child
care for infants to 5-year-olds on
weekday evenings.

One student said the child care
and meals helped make it pos-
sible for her to take the classes.

“For a single mother, the fact
[that] I can go to school and have
my child at the school day care is
phenomenal,” she said in a pre-
pared statement from the Com-
munity Equity Collaborative.

This student’s story illustrates
why Community Equity Col-
laborative leaders thought the
program would help bring more
people into the early childhood
learning field: its access to child
care for people who otherwise
might not be able to complete
such coursework.

“The ROI (return on invest-
ment) is pretty remarkable,” said
Dayna Chung, co-founder of the
Community Equity Collabora-
tive, which was formed in 2017
to organize local groups to solve
educational inequities. “Com-
munities are paying the price
by not having as many women
engaged in the workforce and
people are definitely needing
these child care spaces.”

The Redwood City and Menlo
Park City school districts are
also partners in the collabora-
tive, helping to spread the word
about the program. Pati Ortiz,
the Redwood City district’s
community-school partnerships
director, helped connect pro-
gram organizers with Spark-
Point, which offers individual
online financial and career
coaching, Chung said.

This school year, the program
is operated through $125,000
in private donations, according
to Heather Hopkins, a Com-
munity Equity Collaborative
co-founder. Half of this fund-
ing goes toward tuition costs,
she said. These funds also
go toward child care expens-
es, meals and other program
expenses.

The nonprofit is pursuing
grants to help fund the program
that could be used during the
second half of the school year,
according to the group.

The collaborative held 2019-20
program information sessions
on Sept. 9 and 11 in Menlo Park
and Redwood City, respectively,
to welcome participants and
program partners.

Classes in Menlo Park run
from 6:30 to 8:20 p.m. on Mon-
days and every other Saturday
from 9 a.m. to 12:50 p.m. Classes
in Redwood City will run from
6 to 7:50 p.m. on Wednesdays
and every other Saturday from
9 a.m. to 12:50 p.m.

Registration is open until the
first day of classes on Sept. 23, or
until classes are full, at bit.ly/
ece_teacher. As of last week,
there were about 40 student slots
in Menlo Park and 50 in Red-
wood City, Chung said. @
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A preliminary diagram of what might have to be changed to turn Bayfront Expressway into a highway,
including the construction of several grade separations.

City looks at ambitious project for
Bayfront Expressway connections

By Kate Bradshaw

Almanac Staff Writer

portation Master Plan, which

the city of Menlo Park, con-
sultants, committee and com-
mission members and the public
have been working and rework-
ing since 2017, there are more
than 150 transportation projects
proposed that its authors are
now requesting feedback on.

The biggest project on the list
could transform how traffic
moves along the city’s Bay side:
a complete revamp of Bayfront
Expressway to turn it into a
freeway between U.S. 101 and
the Dumbarton Bridge.

The project, as envisioned
in a very preliminary concept
plan, would involve connecting
Bayfront Expressway to U.S. 101
at Marsh Road, removing the
existing traffic signals, adding
grade separations where the
expressway now intersects with
streets, and adding a shared
carpool and toll lane in each
direction.

It’s also a project that would be
more expensive than what the
city could afford to build, noted
Menlo Park Senior Transporta-
tion Engineer Kristiann Choy.

“It’s definitely a long-term
vision,” she said.

The project would need the
support of Caltrans, which has
jurisdiction over the expressway,
she added.

The concept was initially
explored in the 2008 “2020 Pen-
insula Gateway Corridor Study”
by C/CAG, the City/County

In Menlo Park’s draft Trans-

Association of Governments of
San Mateo County.

According to the city, pre-
liminary research has found
that even if the reactivation of
the Dumbarton rail line —a
separate enormous project —
moves forward, given current
regional traffic projections, it is
still expected to take 20% to 70%
longer for commuters to traverse
the Bayfront Expressway dur-
ing the peak commute periods
in the future. On Willow Road,
travel time would not increase;
conditions would remain grid-
locked at peak periods.

On the other hand, if both
Dumbarton rail service and a
reconfigured Bayfront Express-
way were put in place, travel
time could decrease by 40% to
60% during the peak commute
periods, travel time along Wil-
low Road would decrease by
20%, and the expressway would
have the capacity to move about
40% more people through its
corridor, the city reports.

Master Plan

Re-doing Bayfront Express-
way is just one of more than 150
projects proposed in the city’s
massive Transportation Master
Plan, a comprehensive docu-
ment aimed at creating a list of
all of the transportation projects
needed citywide to improve
safety, promote sustainabili-
ty, give people transportation
options other than solo driving,
and manage congestion.

Another significant project on
the list is construction of a bike
and pedestrian bridge over U.S.

101 near Marsh Road between
Independence Drive and Scott
Drive, Choy said. Many of the
proposed projects are much
smaller in scope and involve
things like adding bike lanes
and sidewalks to streets that
aren’t currently very bike- and
pedestrian-friendly.

The plan, which has gone
through extensive reviews in
workshops by the 11-mem-
ber Transportation Master Plan
Oversight and Outreach Com-
mittee, and heavily discussed
by the city’s Complete Streets
Commission, is now on a time-
line for potential City Council
approval sometime in 2020,
according to staff.

How to comment

The city has released an online
open house with an interactive
map where people can weigh in
on the projects and their pro-
posed priority.

Access it at menloparktmp.
participate.online.

In addition, the city hosted
an open house on Sept. 17 at
the Arrillaga Family Recreation
Center for the public to learn
more about the project, and
has scheduled pop-up events
to answer questions and col-
lect input on the plan at the
following places and times on
Wednesday, Sept. 25.

B At Belle Haven Elementary
School at 415 Ivy Drive between
12:30 and 2:30 p.m.

B At the weekly Off the Grid
food truck market held at the
Menlo Park Caltrain Station,
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. &

Flegel’s building, not business, for sale

The building that houses Fle-
gel’s Interior Design & Distinc-
tive Home Furnishings, at 870
Santa Cruz Ave. in Menlo Park,
is for sale, but there’s no need
for alarm bells, says the store’s
general manager, Brian Flegel.

The Flegel family has decided
to sell the building, but plans to

keep the business in place.

“Nothing is happening to the
business. Everybody is going to
stay employed. The business is
fine,” Flegel told The Almanac.

“We've been paying rent to the
family trust. Now we’ll pay it to
someone else.”

The two-story, 22,500-square-

foot building is listed for $22.75
million, down from $25.75 mil-
lion when it was first listed
online in May.

An online listing saying that
the building is to be delivered
vacant on a month-to-month
lease is inaccurate, Flegel said.

“They effed that up,” he said.
“They’re supposed to change that.”

— By Kate Bradshaw
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RECEIVE 2X BONUS POINTS &
DOUBLE DINING DISCOUNTS

Earn 1,000 Base Points on same day and PLAY TWICE!
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f__’:""*...‘:‘:.“”‘-.._ RESORT & CASINO
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Las Lomitas Elementary School District
Bond Oversight Committee Vacancies

The District is currently searching for members of the Las
Lomitas Elementary School District Community to serve
on a Citizens’ Oversight Committee for Bond Measures to
fulfill the criteria of:

» One (1) member who shall be both a parent or guardian
of a child enrolled in the District and active in a parent-

teacher organization, such as the PTA or a school site
council.

* One (1) member who shall be active in a business

organization representing the business community
located in the District.

Individuals interested in being appointed to the Bond Oversight
Committee can access application information online at www.
llesd.org, by emailing sfuentes@Ilesd.org or calling 650-854-6311.

Deadline for Application:
October 4, 2019 by 4pm.
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Town panel nixes Ford Field site for affordable housing

By Rick Radin

Almanac Staff Writer

The long-running saga of
Portola Valley’s quest to
identify land that could
be used for affordable housing
took a further step on Sept. 5
when the committee in charge of
town-owned property basically
eliminated one of four plots it
was considering.

Based on evidence gathered
by town staff, Ford Field, a 7.5-
acre site that includes an athletic
tield, was brushed aside because
the 4-acre portion of it that is
not dedicated open space is too
irregular to build anything sub-
stantial, the Ad Hoc Commit-
tee for Town Owned Property
concluded.

The field, on Alpine Road at
the intersection with Westridge
Drive, was deeded to the town in
1971 for $90,000 with the quali-
fication that the athletic field
portion of it should stay with that
use in perpetuity, Town Attorney
Cara Silver told the commit-
tee and about 30 residents in

attendance at the Sept. 5 meeting.

“The payment that was made
was for open space rather than a
higher use,” Silver said.

The rest of the parcel is made
up principally of land hemmed in
by Los Trancos Creek and Alpine
Road that requires a 75-foot set-
back on both sides, according to
Carter Warr, an architect who
serves as a public member of the
committee.

“The only developable area is
next to the oak tree by the ball
field,” Warr said. “We’d be drawn
and quartered by town members
if we built something there.”

“It’s not a palatable site,” agreed
committee member Steve Toben.
“Perhaps a 1,200-square-foot
home could be squeezed in
somewhere.”

The committee likewise
expressed skepticism about a
design developed by Warr for
eight condominium units to be
located at one end of the soccer
field at Town Center.

The plan calls for six three-
bedroom and two one-bed-
room units in a three-story,

8,400-square-foot building on a
narrow lot that would be a maxi-
mum of 20 feet in depth.
Committee members suggested
that the lot could contain four
units maximum.

“Four units would be better
and one less floor would be bet-
ter,” said committee member
Chris McIntosh.

“The density is too great for
this area,” said Planning Com-
missioner Nicolas Targ.

The total cost to build it would
be $6.5 million, according to
Warr. Since the town has only
$3.4 million in its housing fund,
the extra money would have to
come from some other source, he
said.

The committee asked Warr to
develop a four-unit design that it
could consider for the site.

A third site, between Los
Trancos Road and Los Trancos
Creek in the Blue Oaks subdivi-
sion, was given to the town by a
developer in 1998 in return for
the go-ahead to build in another
area.

The committee concluded that

the 3.1-acre parcel would be
ideal except that it was set aside
as a gift of dedicated open space,
Silver said.

The site could combine hous-
ing with hiking trails and other
amenities, said resident Kris
Moriarty.

The committee appointed a
subcommittee made up of Warr,
Toben and Silver to investigate
whether restrictions on the site
could be overcome.

“Were going to be looking
into additional documents,” said
Town Manager Jeremy Dennis.
“The open space designation is
likely part of the conditions of
approval for construction of the
subdivision, to be confirmed in
the document search.”

It has not been determined how
many units could be built on the
site if it could be developed.

Town leaders have met with
significant opposition to devel-
opment of the fourth site, known
as the Road Remnant, on Alpine
Road west of the intersection
with Portola Road, because it is
adjacent to the Frog Pond, the

vernal pool that is much loved
by many residents because of its
scenic beauty and environmental
sensitivity.

The final four parcels were
honed from a list of about 40,
most of which were determined
to be too small to develop.

Some residents have also raised
the idea of the town buying prop-
erty to build the affordable hous-
ing, but Mayor Ann Wengert has
said that it can’t be done because
Portola Valley must use prop-
erty that it already owns to make
the total cost of development
realistic.

The pressure to move on the
issue comes from the desire to
build affordable housing before
mandates come down from the
state Legislature requiring that
the housing be built, with a pos-
sible time limit for doing so.

The state could withdraw the
road maintenance allocation or
possibly take other action against
cities and towns that don’t com-
ply with the requirements,
according to Councilwoman
Maryann Derwin. &

Woodside OKs new spending
on wildfire prevention efforts

By Rick Radin

Almanac Staff Writer

he Woodside Town

I Council took a couple of
actions Tuesday, Sept. 10,

in an effort to keep residents safe

in the event of a wildfire.
Council members unani-

mously approved $40,000
toward a $242,000 project to
remove eucalyptus and aca-
cia trees that are overhanging
power lines along Sand Hill
Road between Portola Road and
Interstate 280.

The tree removal, which
would be led by the Woodside

Fire Protection District, would
lower the risk of a wildfire start-
ing from sparking power lines
and better secure a key evacu-
ation route for residents in an
emergency, according to a staff
report on the project.

Near the area are a key Cali-
fornia Water Company pump

Care

* No costly memberships or
contracts you only pay for
services rendered

Lifestyle assistance is just a
phone call away.

®)
Mindeed

YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

890 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park
www.Carelndeed.com | HCO #414700023

Need extra help?

We keep things simple:
* Transportation, organizing, shopping,
meal prep, errands, and more!

Call today for your

free trial offer

(650) 328-1001
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station at the corner of Sand
Hill and Whiskey Hill roads
and a 230-volt electric line for
the SLAC National Accelerator
Laboratory.

PG&E has contributed $25,000
toward the project, and the San
Mateo County Board of Super-
visors is considering a $177,000
amendment to the budget to
finance the remainder of the
cost. Supervisors are scheduled
to adopt the 2019-20 fiscal year
budget at their Sept. 24 meeting.

Properties to the north and
west of Sand Hill Road are in
Woodside, while the Sand Hill
right-of-way itself is in unincor-
porated San Mateo County.

Woodside is increasing its
2019-20 budget for tree removal
by $40,000 to $215,000 to sup-
port the project, which would
also lower the fire risk for the
homes in Woodside that are
adjacent to Sand Hill Road.

See WILDFIRE, page 10

TOWN OF ATHERTON

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PROPOSED INCREASES TO THE
MASTER FEE SCHEDULE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Atherton City Council will
hold a public hearing to receive public input regarding proposed
changes to the Town of Atherton's Master Fee Schedule
concerning fees for general government, police, planning,
development, engineering, and park services.

Said Public Hearing will be conducted at a Regular Meeting of the
Atherton City Council scheduled to commence at 7:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, October 16, 2019 at Atherton Holbrook Palmer Park
Pavilion, 150 Watkins Avenue, Atherton, at which time and place
all interested parties may appear and be heard. A copy of the
proposed Master Fee Schedule is available for review at the Office
of the City Clerk, 150 Watkins Avenue, Atherton, California, during
normal business hours beginning on Friday, September 27, 2019.

The Town of Atherton must receive any written protest at Town
Hall by 5:00 p.m. on October 16, 2019, or the written protest
must be presented at the City Council meeting on October 16,
2019 prior to the close of the public hearing on the matter. If you
wish to mail a written protest, please send it in a sealed envelope
addressed to Master Fee Schedule, City Clerk, Town of Atherton,
150 Watkins Avenue, Atherton, CA 94027.

Dated: September 25, 2019 and October 2, 2019

/s/ Anthony Suber

Anthony Suber, City Clerk

Publication: Alimanac
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VIEWS
$31,500,000

63/65 LOS TRANCOS ROAD |

PORTOLA VALLEY |

Main Home: 5 bed, 2 offices, 5 full & 3-half baths | Attached staff/property management
quarters with bath & kitchen | Guest house, above the winery, with 2 bedrooms, 2 baths
Gate house with half-bath | 2 parcels with a total of ~13.87 acres
Powered by solar | Excellent Palo Alto schools | www.gullixson.com

E e
! e -

78 LOGAN LANE | ATHERTON | $19,999,999
Masterfully restored circa 1918 estate home | ~1.7 gated acres
3 levels & 8 bed, 9 full & 2 half baths | Recently remodeled kitchen,
3 family rooms, office, theatre & 2,000 bottle wine cellar with tasting room
Solar electricity | 78Logan.com

Exclusive to COMPASS, our Concierge program
helps you maximize your home's value by
fronting the cost of home improvement
services like staging, flooring, painting,
and more. — No upfront fees,
no interest charged, no hidden fees.

COMPASS

650.888.0860

DRE# 00373961

MARY GULLIXSON

mary@gullixson.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.

309 MANUELLA AVENUE | WOODSIDE | $24,500,000
~5.78 acres | Best views in all of Woodside | Main Home: 4 bed, 5.5 bath
1-bed, 2-bath guest house with kitchen | Caretaker’s cottage/fitness studio
with full bath above 3-car garage | Pool, spa, sport court,

golf practice area, and tennis court | 309Manuella.com

CONNECT

RANKED #25 TEAM NATIONALLY,
PER THE WALL STREET JOURNAL,
2019 REPORT OF THE
TOP RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
(Published in June 2019).

BRENT GULLIXSON
650.888.4898
brent@gullixson.com
DRE# 01329216

gullixson.com

No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
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Resolution No.

2169_ (2019)

RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO ANNEX CERTAIN TERRITORY TO THE WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT
ON-SITE WASTEWATER DISPOSAL ZONE

Lands of Stone

The District Board of West Bay Sanitary District finds and determines as follows:

A. This Resolution of Intention is adopted pursuant to the District’s “Zone Master Annexation Resolution” (“ZOMAR”), which was adopted
by the District Board August 12, 1996. The provisions of ZOMAR are incorporated by reference into this Resolution of Intention.

B. The District has received an application to annex a parcel of real property (the “Parcel”) to the District’s On-Site Wastewater Disposal
Zone (the “Zone”). The Parcel is described in Exhibit “A” attached to this Resolution of Intention and the description contained in the
Exhibits are incorporated by reference. The name and address of the applicants and the number, type, volume and location of on-site
wastewater disposal systems which are proposed to operate on the parcels to be annexed are described in Exhibit “B” attached to
this Resolution of Intention and the information contained in the Exhibit are incorporated by reference.

C. The applicants have demonstrated to the satisfaction of the District Board that the Parcel constitutes “real property” for the purposes

of Section 2(b) of ZOMAR in that:

X All of the conditions described in Subsections i., ii., iii., iv. and v. of ZOMAR Section 2(b) are satisfied; or

Other conditions exist which demonstrate that the Parcel will benefit directly or indirectly from the activities of the Zone. If appli
cable, those conditions are also set forth in Exhibit “B” and are incorporated by reference.

D. All of the conditions and requirements of ZOMAR Sections 2(a), 2(c), 2(d) and 2(e) have been fully satisfied.

In consideration of the foregoing findings and determinations,
IT IS RESOLVED by the District Board as follows:

1. It is the intention of the District Board to annex the Parcel to the Zone pursuant to the provisions of ZOMAR and applicable provi-

sions of law.

2. In conjunction with a meeting of the District Board to be duly and regularly called and conducted, the Board will conduct a
Public Hearing for the purpose of considering all matters pertaining to this Resolution of Intention.

The time, date and place of the Public Hearing are:
Date: October 9, 2019
Time: 7:00 PM

Place: Bay Sanitary District Offices, 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025

At the Public Hearing, all interested persons will be heard.

3. This Resolution of Intention shall be published and copies shall be delivered to the persons and entities as specified in ZOMAR

Section 2(€)(i.).

4. A true copy of this Resolution of Intention shall promptly be filed for record in the office of the County Recorder of the County of

San Mateo.

5. The District Manager shall cause the matters set forth in Sections 3 and 4 of this Resolution of Intention to be completed as

directed.

Exhibit A

Exhibit B

Aok LA

L ¥ BN S
REDWOODO GITY, CA 04083

DB A PAGE o JFNECATION TO WEET BAY SANITARY DISTRICT

GEQGRAPHIC DESCRIFTION

WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT
EXHIBIT "B"
SITE LOCATION
180 BEAR GULCH DRIVE
PORTOLA VALLEY, CA
SETPIC TANK EFFLUENT PUMPING (STEP) SYSTEM

— ":“_ - 7 \ 7 7
Vo, P —22( /- 7
Wi 7@

A ROl L
)

Gravity Main (1) Seplic Tank Effluent Pumping (STEP) System
— | 200 Gallons Per Day (GPD)

e  Manhole APN: 079-122-270
- /_- Lands of Stone L |

OWDZ Force Main 180 Bear Gulch Drive
Portola Valley, CA

= e OWDZ Location of system: Front center of property near Bear Guich Drive
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continued from page 8

“There’s a clear benefit to
Woodside residents,” Town
Manager Kevin Bryant told the
council.

Preventing a road closure
caused by burning or downed
trees is critical to maintain-
ing evacuation routes, the staff
report noted.

The council additionally
directed town staff to ask the
fire district if Portola Valley
and Stanford University would
be willing to contribute to the
project.

Council members also voted
unanimously to allow residents
to pay for home hardening using
grants of up to $3,000 that the
town currently makes avail-
able to homeowners who want
to clear brush and debris from
their properties.

Home hardening includes
replacing wood shake roofs and
installing ember-resistant vents,
spark arresters and automatic
gas shut-off valves.

The program began in 2010 to
help residents finance defensible
space around their homes.

Woodside spent $232,500 on
the program during the 2018-19
fiscal year, up from $102,428 the
previous year, Bryant said.

“Unless the cost gets really
high we arent going to turn
people away,” he said. “We don’t
expect it to turn into a $1 mil-
lion program.” &

In The Almanacs Sept.
18 edition, in the story
“Uneven Ground: Chas-
ing Equity in a Changing
Climate,” the first name
of Nuestra Casa employee
Roxana Franco was spelled
incorrectly as Roxano Fran-
co. We regret the error.

LEHUA GREENMAN

"Never
look down
on anybody
unless
you're
helping
them up.”

650.245.1845 CoOMPASS

@xpress.

Today’s local news
and hot picks

Sign up today at
AlmanacNews.com/express
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Wl Opening
Lee Realty -

L
« €
[

Thank you for attending
- our realty |
grand openmg event.

For any future event —
please check
Jullanalee com/agent-class.

Please stop by
the office in case .
you missed
the event for
free classes, food r +
and raffles.

) Al

@ General Mortgage

Capital Corporati
e POREOR T JULIANA LEE

TedmM

4260 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
o 650-857-1000
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Central Woodside Beauty - Walk to Town

103 Toyon Court
Woodside

Offered at $3,875,000

103ToyonCourt.com

Your Dream Home Awaits

327 Hillside Drive . : P, -
Woodside v ¥ :

Ed_
'
¥

2 r b ¥ e ¥ |
Price Reduced: $1,550,000 ’ : ’ B %
(includes approved plans; &) = -
building permit ready) ';.h"" o 1= =
327HillsideDrive.com R : = = 5
: #4
T ;:'-._ -
-“..‘ ‘.—; B X

Thinking of selling your home? Let The Miller Team help you.

HELEN & BrRAD MILLER
65().400.'3426 | 650.400.1317 Among Top Teams in SF Bay Area
helen.rnlller@compass.com (per The Wall Street Journal rankings) C @ M P A S S

brad miller@compass.com www.HelenAndBradHomes.com
License # 01142061 | License # 00917768

Compoass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Stunning Contemporary with Spectacular Views

50 Hayfields Road
Portola Valley

Offered at $4,795,000
50Hayfields.com

Livin

o] T

Tranquil Country

™y
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"
-

ki [
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e

655 Glencrag Way
Woodside

Offered at $3,995,000
655GlencragWay.com

Thinking of selling your home? Let The Miller Team help you.

HELEN & BrRAD MILLER
Among Top Teams in SF Bay Area 65().40()..3426 | 650.400.1317
C @ M P A S S (per The Wall Street Journal rankings) helen.miller@compass.com

www.HelenAndBradHomes.com brad.miller@compass.com
License # 01142061 | License # 00917768

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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A poet’s journey to the past

Nature writer Nick Neely retraces Portold Expedition’s 650-mile trek on foot

Photo by Nick Neely

Nick Neely photographed his shadow by the historical marker on Sweeney Ridge in Pacifica as he first approached it on Nov. 4, 2018. This is said to be the spot where the
Expedition first sighted the Bay. On the cover: Neely poses for a portrait in El Palo Alto Park on Aug. 20. Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

By Kate Daly

Special to the Almanac

é y impression of
the Portold Expe-
dition is that they

had crossed through Portola
Valley. Why else would they
name the town that?”

Like many who grew up here,
Nick Neely, 34, assumed the men
who made the first recorded
European sighting of San Fran-
cisco Bay in 1769 went through
what’s now Portola Valley. But
after two years of research and
retracing the Portola Expe-
dition’s steps on a 650-mile-
long trek, Neely believes the
men marched and rode through
Woodside, then turned east
before reaching his hometown.

Neely, a naturalist, journalist
and poet, has a new book com-
ing out in early November, “Alta
California: From San Diego to
San Francisco, a Journey on
Foot to Rediscover the Golden
State,” to coincide with the 250th

anniversary of the Portola Expe-
dition’s arrival on what is now
called Sweeney Ridge, an uphill
climb on the east side of Pacifica.

On July 14, 1769, Captain
Gaspar de Portola left San Diego
with a caravan of 64 Spanish
army soldiers, Roman Catholic
priests, native Indians and more
than 200 horses and mules, hop-
ing to find Monterey Bay and
create a settlement there.

The group, however, failed to
recognize Monterey Bay from
the sand dunes and kept head-
ing north, and then inland. The
men camped along San Pedro
Creek and a scouting party first
scaled the knoll overlooking the
Peninsula watershed. The rest of
the expedition followed, mak-
ing a second mistake. When the
men spotted the bay they called
it San Francisco Bay, thinking it
was what Sir Francis Drake had
discovered several years earlier.
But that body of water was in
fact near Point Reyes, which on

14 m The Almanac m AlmanacNews.com ® September 25,2019

a clear day can be seen from this
vantage point 1,220 feet above
sea level.

On Nov. 4, Juan Crespi, the
Franciscan friar who kept a dia-
ry for the expedition, described
finding “..a large arm of the
sea ... some sort of harbor there
within the mountains.”

Portola wrote a more mundane
report that momentous day: “We
traveled for three hours, the
entire road was bad, we halted
without water.”

Cresting the same hill at dusk
on Nov. 4, 2018, good and grun-
gy from walking the expedition’s
path for almost 12 weeks, Neely
halted to celebrate with cham-
pagne, family and friends near
the discovery site stone marker
on Sweeney Ridge.

By Feb. 1 of this year he had
trimmed his backpacking beard,
gained a little weight back and
completed drafting his 432-page
book for Counterpoint Press, the
same publisher who printed his

Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac
A copy of Neely’s book “Alta California,” with the hat he wore
on his trek across California.
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first book, “Coast Range: A Col-
lection from the Pacific Edge.”

While Crespi wrote about
experiences with “heathens,”
bears, earthquakes, and the
natural supply or lack of water
and grasses, Neely weaves that
narrative into his book, and then
adds his “own interest in con-
temporary California and what
I was seeing along the way,” he
says.

He calls his book “a composite
portrait of current California. ...
it’s my homage to the state.”

Carrying a tape recorder, com-
puter, iPhone, lightweight tent,
sleeping bag and very few clothes
in a backpack on his lean 6-foot,
4-inch frame, Neely looked more
like he was “hiking through and
not like a true vagrant,” he says.
He believes that’s why he rarely
ran into hassles and most people
were willing to talk to him.

And he was careful because
he didn’t want his gear stolen.
He largely kept out of sight at
night, camping about five nights
a week, sometimes in camp-
grounds, but more often in dry
creek beds. Other nights he slept
at motels and enjoyed the luxury
of a shower.

Along the route fast food res-
taurants provided fuel, water,
restrooms, and air conditioning,
he says.

Neely planned to cover eight
to 10 miles every day like the
expedition did, reading Crespi’s
journal the night before he hit
the trail. He lined up guides in
places such as Camp Pendleton
where he needed permission to
pass. Other times he took chanc-
esand trespassed — for example,
when he followed 20 miles of
train tracks in the middle of the
night near Point Conception
without using a flashlight.

He writes that, while he anx-
iously waited for darkness to
fall, “T pictured the orange-eyed
great horned owl I had watched

through my binoculars along
these tracks the night before.
Their feathers are frayed so that
they make no sound in flight.”

Neely talked into his recorder
frequently, and also sat down
three or four times a day to
write down observations. He
also took “10,000 photos,” but
the book came out so long, he
decided to use none, just maps
to illustrate his “creative non-
fiction ... where along the way I
tell micro-stories.”

One that stands out is when
he ambled into Cabrillo Village
area of Ventura and alocal urged
him to move through quickly
and go on to Oxnard to avoid
arousing suspicion among rival
gangs.

Neely’s travels took him
through every environment —
suburbs, cities, preserves and
wilderness areas.

“Time, I have come to believe,
is the one true wilderness,” he
writes.

His travelogue account of nat-
ural and human history is sprin-
kled with firsthand encounters
with wild animals, a tarantula,
ants, nettles and poison oak,
as well as detailed descriptions
of Native cultures and Spanish
missions.

He also touches on more mod-
ern-day topics such as immigra-
tion, agriculture, resources and
development.

A parallel can be made when
looking at why and where the
Portold Expedition turned
around in the Bay Area.

After the group made its way
down the San Andreas Val-
ley, camping out where Crystal
Springs Reservoir now exists,
and progressing somewhere
along current-day Canada Road
and Interstate 280, the expe-
dition camped along the San
Francisquito Creek from Nov.
6 to 10. The men reported run-
ning into hostile Native Indians,

stretches of burned-over land (so
livestock had little to graze on),
and having to resort to eating
acorns from white oaks, which
caused indigestion.

The expedition, Neely writes,
“would have seen and admired
the standout redwood” now
known as El Palo Alto, which
grows near the train tracks at
Alma Street and El Camino Real
in Palo Alto. The theory is that
somewhere in that vicinity the
men decided to backtrack. They
did eventually find Monterey
Bay on their return trip to San
Diego.

On the last day of his trip
Neely covered 25 miles, stopping
in for a beer at Rossotti’s Alpine
Inn, also known as Zott’s, before
walking to his childhood home
in Portola Valley.

He hasn’t lived in the area
since he attended Crystal
Springs Uplands School, where
he ran long distance. He went to
college in the East and earned
master’s degrees in literature
and the environment in Reno,
and in nonfiction and poetry in
New York.

He observes that between
California’s sprawling suburbs
and extensive highway network,
“not a lot of people are walk-
ing in California. ... California
remains very unfriendly to
walkers,” especially along the
coast where it’s not accessible to
all.

“We are totally dependent on
cars. We should all walk more;
you see more, see the world at a
different pace. Walking seemed
to me to be too fast,” he says.

Neely lives in Hailey, Idaho,
with his wife, a painter, and
their two young children. In the
future he sees himself teaching
at a university, possibly in Cali-
fornia, but his next book project
may keep him in Idaho for a
while since it’s based on a new
bird species discovered there. &

Another trek and two public talks

Nick Neely will be hiking up Sweeney Ridge on Nov. 2 at 2 p.m. with his
trekking backpack filled with books to sign. He will talking to the Pacifica
Historical Society on Nov. 3. On the anniversary of the bay sighting, Nov. 4, he
will be speaking at Books Inc. in Palo Alto at 7 p.m.

Photo by Holly yers
Neely and his wife celebrate on top of Sweeney Ridge with a
bottle of champagne.

Photo courtesy of Nick Neely

Nick Neely’s last campsite off Polhemus Road in Baywood Park near San Mateo.

Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac
Neely poses for a photo at El Palo Alto Park.
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GOLDEN ACORNS

continued from page 5

“This award gives me great
hope,” he said. “I look forward
to working with you all for many
years to come to create more
affordable homes in Menlo.”

St. Anthony’s Padua
Dining Room

The volunteer-run program,
which has been operating since
1974, provides up to 500 people
hot meals six times a week.

The program has provided
over 5 million hot meals since
it started, according to a city
proclamation, and relies on
about 35,000 hours of volun-
teer service each year as well as
donations and local grants.

Max Torres, who has worked
at the dining room for 37 years,
told The Almanac that the pro-
gram has changed significantly
since he started, from serving
just a few people to now sat-
isfying the needs of the local
community.

Jim Bramlett, who has vol-
unteered for years with the
organization and now serves on
its board, said the financial sup-
port the program receives has
enabled it to put money toward
capital improvements to reha-
bilitate aging facilities in recent
years.

Photo by Sammy Dallal/The Almanac

From left: Kathleen Daly and Zoe Sharkey representing Cafe Zoe;
Tom Gibboney and Sonya Sheffield representing Tour de Menlo; John
Tarlton representing Tarlton Properties; and Nevada Merriman and
Matt Franklin representing MidPen Housing stand for a photo after the
43rd Golden Acorn Awards ceremony at Hotel Nia on Sept. 9.

Photo by Sammy Dallal/The Almanac
Max Torres, operations manager at St. Anthony’s Padua Dining
Room, who has worked at the free meal program for 37 years, and Jim
Bramlett, board chair and longtime volunteer, received the “Unsung

Tarlton Properties

Tarlton Properties, led by
property owner and developer
John Tarlton, was awarded for
environmental stewardship
because of the environmental
efforts taken at Menlo Park
Labs, life science business park
on the city’s Bay side.

Tarlton Properties has bike
and car share programs, runs
shuttles from neighboring cities,
has EV charging stations and
uses energy-efficient materials.

Tarlton has been an active
participant in City Council
discussions about how to make
proposed green building poli-
cies work with his life science
buildings.

In accepting the award, Tarl-
ton said, “Let us not kid our-
selves; the only truly sustain-
able initiatives must also be
financially sustainable. Thank
you to the team and community
members who help us to oper-
ate in that intersection between

Hero” Golden Acorn Award.

environmental sustainability
and financial sustainability.”

West Bay Sanitary District
& Sharon Heights Golf
Course and Country Club
The West Bay Sanitary Dis-
trict and the Sharon Heights
Golf & Country Club were also
given an environmental stew-
ardship award for their part-
nership to bring the city’s first
recycled water system to the

golf course, which uses about
164,000 gallons of water a day.

The project, when completed,
is expected to save about 50 mil-
lion gallons of potable water a
year by using treated wastewater
for the golf course, said West
Bay Manager Phil Scott. The
step will allow that much more
Hetch Hetchy water to go direct-
ly to local residents instead of
being used to water the private
golf course. B

PALO ALTO

BLACK
BALL

FR110.4.19

You're invited to the Palo Alto Black & White Ball
on Friday, October 4th at the iconic Lucie Stern
The Palo Alo Recreation Foundation Community Center. Join us in celebrating
the City of Palo Alto’s 125th birthday and

Palo Alto Weekly's 40th anniversary. Spend the

in partnership with the City of Palo
Alto and the Palo Alto Weekly present

evening mingling with friends & neighbors,
dancing to live music, & enjoying food &
drinks from your favorite local restaurants.

Buy Tickets: parecfoundation.org

Palo Alto Council

PTA

everychild.onevoice?

482019
2 CITY OF

PALO ALTO

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS!

D
Stanford University E.;t,i?.f ?{&

STANFORD MEDICINE

Stanford
Children’s Health

]
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COMMUNITY

Newcastle disease 51dehnes thls year 'S 5 Tour De Coop

By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

around Silicon Valley every
fall to get a peek inside resi-
dents’ backyard chicken coops.

But this year, organizers of the
Silicon Valley Tour de Coop opt-
ed to cancel the annual daylong
chicken coop tour, which was
scheduled for Sept. 14, because
of a disease spreading among
chickens in California.

“Sadly, we are cancelling the
Silicon Valley Tour De Coop for
2019 due to safety concerns of the
highly contagious chicken virus
calllfed] Newcastle,” organizers
told prospective attendees in an
Aug. 1 email. “There is a 120
day restriction waiting period
since the last recorded find of the
virus, and the date when restric-
tions could be dropped does not
come until October 2019, after
the scheduled coop tour event.”

Virulent Newcastle disease is
spread by direct contact between
birds through coughing, sneez-
ing and droppings. Although
the disease rarely affects people,
they can spread the virus by
moving infected birds, equip-
ment and bird feed, and by
wearing clothing and shoes that
have been in infected areas. It’s
especially easy to pick up the
disease at bird feed stores, since
people often don’t change their
clothes or shoes between step-
ping into their coops and walk-
ing in the store, said Dr. Rodrigo
Gallardo, an associate poultry
medicine professor who studies
avian diseases at the University
of California at Davis School of
Veterinary Medicine. The dis-
ease can cause swelling around a
chicken’s eyes, a fluid buildup in
beak and nasal areas and some-
times sudden death, according

S ince 2012, locals have biked

to the California Department of
Food and Agriculture.

The disease broke out in South-
ern California in May 2018, and
the first case in Northern Cali-
fornia stemming from that out-
break was reported in Alameda
County last March, according
to state and San Mateo County
officials. As of Sept. 11, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
confirmed that 451 premises in
California have been infected
since the outbreak began. The
disease was last detected in the
state in early June.

The last outbreak in the U.S.
occurred in Southern California
in 2002, resulting in the death of
3.2 million birds and a response
cost exceeding $160 million,
according to the state Depart-
ment of Food and Agriculture.

To limit the spread of disease,
the department is asking back-
yard chicken owners to take
extra precautions, such as dis-
infecting their bird supplies and
asking visitors to disinfect their
shoes before entering a coop.

The Tour De Coop, a free
self-guided tour founded and
organized by Los Altos Hills
resident Scott Vanderlip, encour-
aged residents to bike to par-
ticipating chicken coops in San
Mateo and Santa Clara counties
one day each fall to learn about
urban farming and “gardens,
bee hives, hoop houses, and (the)
coolest Silicon Valley urban
homesteads,” according to the
event website. In previous years
the tour included stops at proper-
ties in Portola Valley, Mountain
View, Palo Alto, Los Altos and
Los Altos Hills.

Vanderlip decided to cancel the
tour with input from coop hosts,
called “coopsters.” He hopes to
host the event again next fall, but
decided he would rather be “safe

than sorry” this year, he said.

“To me, it’s a fabulous tour
that brings together the back-
yard farming community,” said
Vanderlip, who keeps eight
chickens and a hive of bees in his
backyard. “A lot of people have
been hosting their coops on the
tour for many years and love to
share the benefits of backyard
chickens.”

Vanderlip also runs Slow Food
South Bay, an organization that
promotes locally and sustainably
produced food.

Anke Schumann has opened
her South San Jose backyard,
which includes chickens and bees,
twice for the tour and was disap-
pointed it was canceled this year.

“I loved past events and think
it’s important to increase aware-
ness for local farming on a small

scale,” she said in an email. “Rais-
ing chickens are a great entry
way to introduce the food chain
back into people’s lives. Eggs and
honey are just a byproduct of rais-
ing chickens and keeping bees.
There’s great lessons for all ages
in taking care of living beings,
feeding and tending to them, and
experiencing the joy of clucking
and buzzing.”

About 11 coops participated
in the first year of the tour, and
it covered roughly 20 miles,
according to the event website. By
2014, in its third year, organizers
recruited 29 coop owners over
250 miles, and had nearly 1,500
registered attendees, according
to the website. About 1,781 regis-
tered to visit coops last year.

The tour has always had safety
measures in place to prevent

Photo by Magali Gauthler
Scott Vanderlip, Tour De Coop organizer, feeds his chickens in his backyard in Los Altos Hills on Sept. 20.

cross-contamination from flock
to flock, but in past years, the
current level of concern for bird
health was not present, Vanderlip
said. Coopsters would ask visi-
tors to wear disposable protective
shoe covers when visiting their
coops, according to the event
website. The shoe covers were
disposed after each visit and
weren’t reused at another coop.

Even without an outbreak of
disease, Gallardo notes, it’s best
for people to wear new shoe cov-
ers at each flock they visit. It’s
also safest for the birds to have
people observe the flocks from
outside the coop, he said.

“If youre going to have these
kinds of events (coop tours) —
something the community really
enjoys — take precautionary
measures,” Gallardo said. &

Guild Theatre to close Thursday

Menlo Park theater to be transformed into a live music venue

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

andmark’s Guild Theatre, a
Lsingle-screen movie theater

that’s been in Menlo Park
since 1924, is set to officially
close after showings on Thurs-
day, Sept. 26, according to the
operator.

Landmark spokeswoman
Laine Kaplowitz confirmed with
The Almanac that the theater
will be closing, a development
first announced on Facebook on
Sept. 20.

“Landmark Theatres will con-
tinue showcasing our signa-
ture variety of quality films
paired with a top-tier entertain-
ment experience at the Aquar-
ius Theatre in Palo Alto,” the

announcement adds.

The Guild was built in 1924
and began offering “moving
pictures” around 1925, accord-
ing to a historical report by Bon-
nie Bamburg, excerpted on the
Imagine Menlo website.

According to the report, the
theater, initially called The
Menlo, started out showing
silent films accompanied by a
live organist, but by 1929 had
upgraded its sound system to
offer “Movie-Phone” sound. The
lobby was shortened by about
30 feet in 1942 when El Camino
Real was widened. The theater
changed its name to the Guild
when a newer theater in town
took the name “The Menlo.”

Ownership changed hands

several times. In the late 1980s,
the theater was remodeled in
the Art Deco style, and it moved
into its current niche in the local
theater-scape as an art house
theater, the report explains.

The new Guild

The Menlo Park City Council
approved plans in May 2018 to
transform the vintage movie the-
ater into a nonprofit live music
venue.

The initiative is led by the
Peninsula Arts Guild, made up
of Menlo Park resident Drew
Dunlevie and backed by two
locals: investor Pete Briger and
entrepreneur Thomas Layton.

As to the current status of the
project, Dunlevie explained in an

email to The Almanac on Mon-
day, Sept. 23, “Were (hopefully)
close to getting permits from
City of Menlo Park so we can get
started in earnest.”

Dunlevie said he gave Land-
mark 30 days’ notice a few days
ago and is in conversations
with the theater operator to
have some additional final film
screenings after Sept. 26.

He said he thinks they’re close
to completing all of the steps
necessary to get permits from
the city, but acknowledges that
it’s been a complex process. “I
don’t want to jinx it,” he said.

According to the preliminary
plans for the new Guild, the
project would convert the single-
screen theater into a three-level
venue with a main viewing area
on the ground floor, a second-
story mezzanine, and a base-
ment with a “green room” and a

comfortable area where perform-
ers can shower and relax prior to
shows.

The organization plans to
operate the venue as a nonprofit,
Dunlevie said. It would charge
for admission to cover the costs
of operations and paying the
musicians, and would funnel
any extra revenue back into the
venue’s programming, and offer-
ing discounted tickets.

The new Guild would be
about 11,000 square feet, with a
maximum height of 34 feet and
a capacity of about 150 to 200
seats, or about 500 people at a
standing-room-only show.

For those interested in one last
movie at the historic theater, the
Guild is screening the film “Offi-
cial Secrets” at 1:45 p.m., 4:15 p.m.
and 7:05 p.m. through Thursday.
Ticket information is available at
tinyurl.com/guildshowtimes. &
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Public

Notices

995 Fictitious Name

Statement

EQUIST PERFORMANCE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 282279

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

Equist Performance, located at 130
Hildebrand Rd., La Honda, CA 94020, San
Mateo County.

Registered owner(s):

SUZETTE HAINES

130 Hildebrand Rd.

La Honda, CA 94020

This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
August 19, 2019.

(ALM Sep. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2019)

WPV-READY

WPV-CERT

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 282373

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) WPV-Ready, 2.) WPV-CERT, located at
808 Portola Valley, Portola Valley, California
94028, San Mateo County.

Registered owner(s):

CITIZENS FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM, INC.

808 Portola Road,

Portola Valley, California 94028

California

This business is conducted by: A
Corporation.

The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
August 26, 2019.

(ALM Sep. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2019)

MANDY MONTOYA

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 282384

The following person(s) is (are) doing
business as:

Mandy Montoya, located at 1000 El Camino
Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo
County.

Registered owner(s):

AMANDA MONTOYA

2060 Sterling Avenue

Menlo Park, CA 94025

This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
August 27, 2019.

(ALM Sep. 11, 18, 25; Oct. 2, 2019)

M&M HARDWOOD FLOORS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 282445

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

M&M Hardwood Floors, located at 928 B
Willow Rd., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San
Mateo County.

Registered owner(s):

M&M HARDWOOD FLOORS,INC.

928 B Willow Rd.

Menlo Park, CA 94025

CA

This business is conducted by: A
Corporation.

Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
September 5, 2019.

(ALM Sep. 18, 25; Oct. 2, 9, 2019)

LAW OFFICE OF ALISON MADDEN
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 282411

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

Law Office of Alison Madden, located at
2995 Woodside Rd.,

#620650, Woodside, CA 94062, San Mateo
County.

Registered owner(s):

ALISON M. MADDEN

1548 Maple St., #52

Redwood City, CA 94063

This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact

business under the

fictitious business name(s) listed above on
August 15, 2019.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of

San Mateo County on August 30, 2019.
(ALM Sep. 18, 25; Oct. 2, 9, 2019)

TRUSTED BUSINESS INSURANCE PARTNER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 282394

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

Trusted Business Insurance Partner, located
at 182 Poplar Avenue, San Bruno, CA 94066,
San Mateo County.

Registered owner(s):

JEFFREY PAUL JOHNSTON

182 Poplar Avenue

San Bruno, CA 94066

This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
August 28, 2019.

(ALM Sep. 25; Oct. 2,9, 16, 2019)

GREGORY LYNN WINE COMPANY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 282528

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

Gregory Lynn Wine Company, located at
1681-1697 Industrial Rd., San Carlos, CA
94070, San Mateo County; Mailing address:
101 Hartstene Dr., Redwood City, CA 94065.
Registered owner(s):

B & G PROPERTY VENTURES, LLC

535 Ramona St., Ste. 4

Palo Alto, CA 94301

California

This business is conducted by:

A Limited Liability Company.

The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on Sep.
16,2019.

(ALM Sep. 25; Oct. 2,9, 16, 2019)

HOPEFUL CARDS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 282546

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

Hopeful Cards, located at 1175 Park PI. #301,
San Mateo, CA 94403, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):

ECE GEZER

1175 Park P1. #301

San Mateo, CA 94403

This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
September 17, 2019.

(ALM Sep. 25; Oct. 2,9, 16, 2019)

997 All Other Legals

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN
MATEO

Case No.: 19CIV04931

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Petitioner: JOAN RINGSTAFF filed a petition
with this court for a decree changing names
as follows:

JOAN RINGSTAFF to JOAN RAVIER.

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before

this court at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name changes
described above must file a written
objection that includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: October 11, 2019,
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court

of California, County of San Mateo, located
at 400 County Center, Redwood City, CA
94063.

A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county:

THE ALMANAC

Date: August 27, 2019.

/s/ Jonathan E. Karesh

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

(ALM Sep. 11, 18, 25; Oct. 2, 2019)
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Valpo Fun Run supports Peninsula

By Kate Daly

Special to The AlImanac

egistration is now open

to all runners, walkers

nd strollers looking for

a colorful way to have fun and
raise money for a local cause.

On Sunday, Oct. 6, the seventh
annual Valpo Fun Run benefit-
ing Peninsula Bridge will start
at 8:30 a.m. with a warmup at
Menlo School, 50 Valparaiso
Ave. in Atherton, followed by
a 5K-dash around local streets.
The younger set (6 and under)
may ride bikes and scooters with
a helmet.

Registrants will receive
T-shirts and race numbers, and
have the option of being show-
ered with nontoxic colors as they
go by.

The event supports the sum-
mer academic enrichment pro-
gram held for 420 low-income
middle school students on the
campuses of Menlo School,
Sacred Heart, Woodside Priory,
Castilleja, St. Matthew’s and
Crystal Springs.

Go to active.com and search
Valpo Fun Run 2019 to register.
Prices will increase on Tuesday,

CALIFORNIA

POPS :

ORCHESTRA

¥

SEPT.

Bridge with flymg colors

Photo by Pete Zivkov

Menlo School hosts the Valpo Fun Run, a benefit for the Peninsula

Bridge program.

Oct. 1. Right now they range
from free for Peninsula Bridge
families, teachers and their
families at the six independent
participating schools; to $25 for
an individual, $60 for a family
of three, $80 for a family of four
or five, and $95 for six or more
family members.

Online registration will close
on Oct. 3. Anyone signing up
at the race is not guaranteed a
T-shirt.

Prizes will be awarded in

TD : SAN MATEO 2
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

600 N D;LAWARE S;, SI;N Mareo
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3 “ Seadon!
2019-2020

Suw. 3 1050m

'
S THE|

29™, 2019

Grand Premiere
Broaouwuy, Bre Banp, Movrs, o More!

Includes hits from...
= Wicked
= The Greatest Showman
= 007 Skyfall
= and the Casablanca
Suite by Max Steiner

Nov. 3%, 2019

Cary HonF

Gershwin and Friends!
Guest Pianist: Frederick Hodges
Rhapsody in Blue!

%

Dec. 1°7, 2019
THE Pops’ FAMILY CHRISTMAS!

seonce. Tickets
S“sn\'iss
Season Tickers: $114-$314
SinaLe Tickers: $20-$55

Your-Senior-Apuir Plus tix.com LOW service fees

Free Parking

CaLL 1 (800) 595-4849
WWW.CALPOPS.ORG

Mar. 8™, 2020
Maaic orF BRoADWAY!

Apr. 5™, 2020
MiLLer, GoobmAN, DORSEY
Bic BAND TRiBUTE!

May 31%, 2020
Pops AT THE Movies!

different age categories and for
best costume/most spirit.

The lead sponsor of the event
is Cardinal Education, educa-
tional consultants based in
Woodside and Burlingame. &

Canada College
to host annual
fashion event

By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

he Cafada College fash-

ion department will put

on its 30th annual “Art-
istry in Fashion” event on Sat-
urday, Sept. 28.

The event, which runs from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., will include out-
door shopping on the quad with
clothing, jewelry and accessories
by local designers, according to
a press release. There will be a
fashion show at 11 a.m. in the
school’s amphitheater featuring
fashions for sale by the designers.

“Our program was somewhat
a pioneer for this type of sale
well before all the Art and Wine
Shows in the Bay Area,” said
Ronda Chaney, the college’s
fashion chair, in a prepared
statement.

Students with fashion lines
can participate in the event as
emerging designers. The event
is an opportunity to test their
products, hear from customers
and determine their price points,
according to the press release.

Canada fashion students
Naz Saeed and Rubab Huq
launched their business, Kopolo
California, at a past event to
“rave review” and “high sales,”
according to the press release.
Since then, the two are sell-
ing their clothing at various
locations.

An open house displaying
student projects will take place

See FASHION, page 19



Food & Drink

A bleoming dining scene in dlenlo Pank

Oak + Violet offers farm-to-table fare in upscale setting

By Edward Gerard Fike

r I ‘he most buzzed-about
hotel restaurants tend to
be located in major cities,

providing easy access to business

travelers with sizable expense
accounts. Menlo Park is hardly

a metropolis, yet the location of

Facebook’s headquarters on the

edge of Menlo’s marshlands has

spiked demand for luxe accom-
modations — and great food

— near the social media giant’s

sprawling campus.

Oak + Violet, the California
farm-to-table restaurant located
in the chic, stylish Park James
Hotel, is the latest addition to
Menlo Park’s burgeoning hotel
dining scene. (Other notable
players include Michelin-starred
Madera in the Rosewood Hotel,
clubby Menlo Tavern in the
Stanford Park and the year-old
Porta Blu in the Hotel Nia.) The
restaurant, which celebrates its
first anniversary in October,
showcases seasonal, simply pre-
pared dishes and the bounty of
Golden State produce. The name
is an homage to Menlo Park’s
official tree and flower.

When I first entered the restau-
rant from the unassuming hotel
lobby, I immediately wanted to
walk out. That’s precisely what
the design team envisioned when
they installed a north-facing
retractable glass wall that opens
onto a vast courtyard, smartly
furnished with couches, gas
lamps and high-top tables. The
after work crowd has discovered
the space — it serves a separate,
limited menu — and packs
it most evenings. Director of
Food and Beverage Marigene
Mabalot pegs the area as a focal
point: “The outdoor guests cre-
ate such wonderful energy and it
tends to flow through the entire

+ap
P N
. ity

Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

Oak and Violet’s stuffed whole branzino with a side of crispy Brussels
sprouts. The restaurant is celebrating its first anniversary in October.

restaurant,” she said.

Oak + Violet’s interior exudes
California cool with wood fin-
ishes, cowhide-stitched walls and
billowing drapes. The neutral
palette is punctuated by pops
of color (violet, naturally) from
plush, comfortable dining chairs.
A long, partially open air bar
straddles the courtyard while a
smaller patio at the opposite end
of the restaurant offers a more
intimate al fresco dining option.

Beverages include an impres-
sive array of local wines and
craft beers. Cocktail selections
include original creations and
fun variations on upscale bar
classics. During a pair of recent
visits, I enjoyed the smooth and

Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac
Simona Oliveri, the executive chef at Oak + Violet, checks on
some of the housemade bread.

refreshing Lynchburg Lemon-
ade ($14) which added black-
berry to intensify the tartness.
The Paper Plane’s ($14) blend
of Aperol, bourbon and amaro
delighted with its herbal com-
plexity and bright, mood-elevat-
ing orange hue.

The dinner menu lists a dozen
shareable plates, including mini
lobster tacos with avocado cre-
ma ($20), a dish Mabalot cites
as a customer favorite. Our
party split the charcuterie board
($22), a generous assortment of
locally sourced meats and chees-
es accompanied by almonds,
truffle honey and fresh bread
drizzled with a luxurious olive
oil. (Minor quibble: Neither the
menu nor our server identified
the types of meats and chees-
es we were served.) Half-shell
Pacific oysters with horseradish
cocktail sauce ($18 for 6, $34 for
a dozen) were a creamy, briny
delicacy, while stuffed chorizo
dates ($15) with Applewood
smoked bacon struck a nice bal-
ance between sweet and salty.

For my salad course, I reflex-
ively rejected the two kale-based
offerings. (Dear Kale, these past
couple of years have been lovely,
but I need to see other greens.) I
instead settled on the tomato and
burrata salad ($15). While pieces
of watermelon added a delicate

sweetness to the dish, the toma-
toes were a tad underripe.

According to Mabalot, chef
Simona Oliveri’s menu features a
mere five “large plates” to ensure
consistent, masterful prepara-
tion. I savored the pan roasted
king salmon ($34), perfectly
prepared to a medium pink.
Juices from the filet combined
with the accompanying seasonal
vegetables — which included fava
beans, bok choy and potato leek
nage — to form a savory stew at
the base of the bowl.

Though it’s the sole non-meat
main course on the menu, vege-
tarians have little need to venture
beyond the superb toasted farro
risotto ($23). I relished the nutty-
flavored, slightly chewy ancient
grain which was layered with
spinach, English peas, asparagus
and pecorino Romano.

On the carnivorous side of the
spectrum, the 46-ounce ribeye
($115, including two sides) was
the show-stopping choice of my
dining companions. Intended as
an entrée for two, it could easily
have served twice as many. The
massive bone-in cut, prepared
medium-rare, was tender and
buttery. They deemed the sensa-
tional steak worth the premium
price.

Side dishes were substantial and
satisfying. Brussels sprouts ($9)
can be a tough sell for some, but
Oak + Violet boasts a winning
recipe. The sprouts were nicely
crisped and caramelized with a
tangy balsamic vinegar. Chopped
hazelnuts and toasted garlic ratch-
eted up the flavor. Between two
potato options, I gave the edge to
the black pepper and sea salt-sea-
soned Parmesan ripped potatoes
($9) over the slightly oily white
truffle French fries ($10).

A light dessert was imperative
following the ample portions.
The dark chocolate mousse ($8)
fit the bill perfectly. Topped with

whipped cream and chocolate
almond clusters, the mousse
was light, creamy and not cloy-
ingly sweet. It was the ideal final
indulgence.

Service was earnest, but
uneven. Wait staff maintained
an easy, good-humored rapport
with the table. When we expe-
rienced an error on one of our
entree orders, it was quickly rec-
tified and followed by a gracious
apology from the manager. A
couple of food runners, perhaps
new to their jobs, delivered mul-
tiple plates to the wrong tables.
Bobbles such as these can be
avoided with additional training.

The restaurant serves lunch
during the week, brunch on
weekends and a special court-
yard menu daily. Complimentary
valet parking is offered for the
first three hours, sending a mes-
sage to locals that Oak + Violet
wants you to check them out
even if youre not checking in.

Edward Gerard Fike is a
freelance writer.

INFORMATION

Oak + Violet
1400 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
parkjames.com/oak-and-violet
650-304-3880

Hours: Lunch: Monday-Friday
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dinner: Monday-
Sunday 5-10 p.m. Brunch:
Saturday-Sunday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Reservations: Yes

Credit cards: Yes

Parking: Valet (first 3 hours
complimentary, $10 after) and
street parking

Alcohol: Full bar

Happy hour: No

Corkage: $35 per bottle
Children: Yes

Takeout: Yes

Outdoor dining: Yes

Noise level: Moderate to loud
Bathroom cleanliness: Excellent

FASHION

continued from page 18

from noon to 3 p.m. in the
school’s fashion department in
building 3, room 255. People
interested in the program can
come to learn about course
offerings and certificate pro-
grams. Pattern designer Sarah
Veblan, an expert in design
and fitting, will lecture in the
classroom at 12:30 p.m. and 2
p.m., according to the school’s

website.

There will also be food ven-
dors in parking lot 4 from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Organizers request that
attendees make a $10 donation
upon entry, which will go toward
student scholarships. Last year,
the event raised $13,000.

The college is at 4200 Farm
Hill Blvd. in Redwood City.

For more information, go to
artistryinfashion.com or call
650-306-3370.
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Calendar

MEETINGS, MUSIC, THEATER, FAMILY ACTIVITIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Submitting items for the Calendar

Go to AlmanacNews.com and see the Community Calendar
module at the top right side of the page. Click on "Add your event.” If
the event is of interest to a large number of people, also e-mail a press
release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.

Concerts

Domenico Severin Internationally
renowned French-ltalian organist Domenico
Severin will play a program, featuring

works by Bach, Buxtehude, Froberger,
Bruhns, de Grigny, Marchand, Sweelinck,
Frescobaldi and Gabrieli. Sept. 29, 4-5 p.m.
$15; discounts for students, seniors. St.
Bede’s Episcopal Church, 2560 Sand Hill
Road, Menlo Park. stboedesmenlopark.org/
upcoming-arts-events/

Hungarian-gypsy twist to Redwood
Symphony season opener This concert
will include: Kodaly: “Hary Janos Suite,”

PRESENTED BY

AT
Weekly @ ALTO

Stravinsky: “Ragtime for 11 Instruments.”
Michael Tilson Thomas: “Street Song for
Symphonic Brass,” Brahms/Schoenberg:
“G-minor Piano Quartet,” pre-concert
insights and discussion. Sept. 28, 8-10
p.m. $30; discounts for children, students,
seniors. Canada College Main Theatre,
4200 Farm Hill Blvd., Redwood City.
redwoodsymphony.org

Festivals & Fairs
Artistry in Fashion The 30th annual Artistry
in Fashion event features an outdoor shopping
extravaganza with local designers selling
clothes, jewelry and accessories; an open

house displaying student projects from noon
to 3 p.m.; a designer fashion show at 11 a.m.;
food; and free parking. Sept. 28, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. $10 donation to support scholarships.
Canada College Main Theatre, 4200 Farm Hill
Blvd., Redwood City. artistryinfashion.com
‘We Art the Willows’ This Willows
neighborhood fun fair includes painting,
ceramics, photography, linocut prints, jewelry,
sculpture, macrame, herbal medicine and
beauty products, habitat and pollinator
gardening information, providers of local
services and more. Sept. 28, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Free. 1929 Menalto Ave., Menlo Park. Search
nextdoor.com for more info.

PALO ALTO WEEKLY

\ Moonlighis
o Run £ Walk

AT PALO ALTO BAYLANDS

Friduoy,
Oc- 11, 2019

3K ¢ 10K ° Half MaratGhon

REGISTER:
PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run

Talks & Lectures
‘Belonging in the USA: The Story of
Michael D. McCarty’ “Belonging in the USA:
The Story of Michael D. McCarty” is an award-
winning documentary sharing the journey of
aman who, even in the face of the greatest
obstacles, spreads joy wherever he goes.
Sept. 30, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library,
800 Aima St., Menlo Park. Search eventbrite.
com for more info.

Free Seminar: Holistic Senior Care Author
and admin at Motherhealth LLC Connie Dello
Buono shares holistic methods and tips for
caring for seniors. Sept. 30-Oct. 2, 1-2 p.m.
Free. Atherton Library, 2 Dinkelspiel Station
Lane, Atherton. clubalthea.com

Barry Eisler Espionage fiction writer Barry
Eisler launches “All The Devils,” a new
installment in his Livia Lone detective series.
Sept. 26, 7:30-9 p.m. $7; $32 with book.
Kepler’'s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo
Park. keplers.org

‘Prize Stallions and Beasts of Burden:
The Horse and the English Country
House’ Oxford historian Oliver Cox will deliver
a lecture that explores the roots of the British
love for horses and horse racing while showing
great houses, from Mount Stewart in Northern
Ireland to Wimpole Hall in Cambridgeshire.
Oct. 1, 2-3 p.m. $30 for members, $40 non-
members, and free for circle level members.
Filoli Gardens, 86 Old Canada Road,
Woodside. filoli.org

USGS September Evening Public Lecture
USGS biologist Gabriel A. Reyes presents
“Bats in the West: Discoveries, Questions

and Future Research,” a lecture covering bat
ecology, diversity and the role they play in

the ecosystem. Sept. 26, 7-8 p.m. Free. U.S.
Geological Survey, 345 Middlefield Road,
Menlo Park. usgs.gov

Societal Impact of Social Media In this
discussion, an academic, an artist, an author,

an executive, an influencer and a journalist
explore the cultural effect of people’s collective
digital footprint. Ticket price includes a glass
of wine, beer or non-alcoholic beverage per
person and a cheese board. Sept. 29, 2-5
p.m. $44. Park James Hotel, 1400 El Camino
Real, Menlo Park. Search eventbrite.com for
more info.

Family
BioBlitz! 2019 During BioBlitz!, participants
discover species of birds, plants, mammals,
fish, invertebrates, reptiles and more that
the park has to offer. Sept. 28, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Free. Flood Park, 215 Bay Road, Menlo Park.
Search eventbrite.com for more info.

Menlo Park Sidewalk Fall Art Stroll The
Sidewalk Fall Art Stroll features an array of
original works by more than 90 artists and
craft makers, including collectibles and
wearables to take home or for gift-giving.
Sept. 27-28, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sept. 29, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Free. Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park.
business.menloparkchamber.com

Science Night Science night includes
exhibits and hands-on activities and
experiments aimed at elementary-school-age
children all the way up to adults. Sept. 26,
6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library, 800
Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org

Film
‘LIKE: The Impact of Social Media On
Our Lives’ Woodside High School presents
a screening of “LIKE,” the new IndieFlix
documentary that explores the impact of
social media on people’s lives and the effects
of technology on the brain. Light refreshments
will be served. Spanish interpretation (subtitles)
will be available. Sept. 26, 7-8:30 p.m. Free.
Woodside High School (Performing Arts
Center), 199 Churchill Ave., Woodside. Search
eventbrite.com for more info.

Stunning, Brand New Woodside Home!

With 4 bedrooms and 4
Bathrooms, this amazing

brand new constructed home
has numerous Velux skylights
throughout the entire property.
This ECO smart custom home
built by Joseph Polati is
approximately 4000 square
feet of natural beauty. An open
floor plan with vaulted ceilings
throughout, this dream home
boasts also oversized dueled
paned windows that fill this
home with natural light and
sweeping views of nature at
its finest. Additionally this
home also has a Separate
Guest Apartment with full a
kitchen and bathroom for your
visiting family and friends.
This property sits on one full
flat acre of land and zoned for
horses and is close to easily
accessible riding trails!

Offered at $3,998,950

Jerry Girouard ores oosssoss
415.699.4768

GirouardProperties.com
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Viewpoint

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS

ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

A call for new models to improve the
downtown, make staff more accountable

By Lynne Bramlett

loane Citron’s recent guest
Sopinion on the state of

the Menlo Park downtown
raised many important points.
Some comments:

Neighboring cities are actively
working to revitalize their down-

council-approved work plan,
with the findings going directly
to the council. Let’s add this role
in Menlo Park without needing
to go to the ballot box.

The true size of the Menlo
Park staff organization is also
unclear when one considers the

towns. For number of
example, Lynne Bramlett is temporary
the Bur- aformer Menlo employees,
lingame Park library contrac-
Downtown commissioner tors, con-
. and a longtime 1
sultants,
Business resident of the outsourced
Improv_e- : .= community. .
ment Dis- opgra(:morgs
. GUEST OPINION : ;
tive shows lic-private

an inviting
and creative approach. There are
other local examples.

Reconsidering the role of the
Chamber of Commerce would
also help. I always thought a
city’s Chamber of Commerce
focused on supporting small
business owners. So I was sur-
prised to see local “titans of
industry” serving on the Menlo
Park Chamber’s board. These
include the vice president of
development at Facebook, a
senior Facebook lawyer, and
David Bohannon II. A former
Menlo Park city manager also
serves. Instead, I would prefer a
focus on helping the small busi-
ness owners and in revitalizing
our commercial corridors.

Citron’s column suggested
“putting a can-do person in
charge unleashed from the para-
lyzing Menlo Park bureaucracy.”
Unfortunately, staff can hinder,
delay or halt council directives
they disagree with, and I've
personally witnessed blatant
obstructionism. I'm not the
only person to believe that staff
runs Menlo Park although the
council tries to lead. We need
a healthier balance of power in
our city.

To begin, we need more trans-
parency into the staff organiza-
tion and how it functions. This
is shrouded in too much mys-
tery. Some have suggested an
overall performance/efficiency
audit of the staff organization.
Finding this kind of consul-
tant may be difficult. Instead,
the council could institute the
role of city auditor, reporting
directly to the council to pro-
mote honest, efficient, effec-
tive and fully accountable city
government. The city auditor in
Palo Alto works from an annual

partner-
ships.” Our staff organization is
also considered large for a city
our size.

The biggest portion of the
city’s annual operating budget
goes to pay for the staff organi-
zation. Development, especially
the annual amounts coming in
via development agreements,
generates significant revenue. A
smaller staff organization would
reduce the need for development
revenue, and perhaps reduce the
staft’s perceived focus of serving
developers over residents.

The council also needs final
approval power over the city
manager’s ability to hire direct
reports. Recent senior hires
have come from promotions
and appointments. Instead, let’s
institute a more open hiring pro-
cess designed to foster diversity
and fresh ideas.

The city satisfaction surveys
also need to include benchmark-
ing information, to allow Menlo
Park to objectively place its staff

organizational performance into
context. The National Research
Council’s community survey is
considered the “gold standard”
for city satisfaction surveys.
This firm conducted Menlo
Park’s surveys in 2008, 2010 and
2012.

Longer-term, the city needs a
community-led strategic plan
that would sit above all other
city plans. Instead of horizontal
planning, we have many master
“vertical” plans, such as the
Transportation Master Plan and
Parks and Recreation Master
Plan, or development-focused
plans (i.e. ConnectMenlo).
These are not strategic plans.
Forward-looking municipalities
in the U.S. and abroad consider
strategic plans a best practice.

Meanwhile, we could start
by hearing the formal plans
from the two City Council sub-
committees working on plans
designed to fix problems aired
at the June development mora-
torium discussion.

I suspect the silence is partly
because actual plans would
require at least a tacit admis-
sion that ConnectMenlo was
misrepresented as an authentic
update to the city’s General Plan
Land Use and Circulation ele-
ments. Its benefits to residents
were overstated and it lacked
accountability. Current staff
may also not know how to solve
the problems, so outsiders may
be needed along with allowing
residents to help.

It’s time to admit error, to
learn from our mistakes and
to re-do this process. The time
cannot come soon enough.

want to hear from you.

Questions? Email

What's on your mind?

From City Hall politics and the schools to transportation
and other pressing issues, the Almanac aims to keep
readers informed about their community. But we also

Tell us what’s on your mind by sending your letters to
letters@AlmanacNews.com. Or snail-mail them to: The
Almanac, 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Letters should be no longer than 300 words.

You can also submit a longer piece of 450 to 600 words
for consideration to publish as a guest opinion column.
editor Renee Batti
AlmanacNews.com, or call 650-223-6528.

at rbatti@

h {J.ul ..-.._;-.'::"'.

TOWN OF ATHERTON

NOTICE OF COMMUNITY MEETING

NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN that on October 2, 2019 at or after
4:00 P.M. in Holbrook-Palmer Park, Jennings Pavilion, 150
Watkins Avenue. The Atherton Police Department will present a
report to the City Council regarding the uses and applications

of Automated License Plate Readers (ALPR) and Public Safety
Cameras within Town. This meeting is to serve as an educational
meeting and to gather community input that will be used in the
consideration of any future implementation.

Topic:  Automated License Plate Readers and Public Safety
Cameras
DESCRIPTION: The Town of Atherton will be considering

the benefits and applications of using Automated License Plate
Readers and Public Safety Cameras to the Town. Town staff will
present to City Council and Council will solicit feedback from the
community

LOCATION: Town of Atherton

150 Watkins Avenue

Holbrook-Palmer Park, Jennings Pavilion

Atherton, CA 94027
Residents unable to attend are welcome to submit input via email
to Joe Wade, Police Commander, at jwade@ci.atherton.ca.us

You can also contact the Office of the City Manager for more
information at 650.752.0500 | asuber@ci.atherton.ca.us

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062
PLANNING COMMISSION
October 02, 2019
6:00 PM

PUBLIC HEARING

1. Woodside Glens ZOAM?2019-0002

Review and Approval/Denial of a Resolution of Intention and
Recommendation to the Town Council to Amend Chapter 153
(Zoning) of the Woodside Municipal Code to allow the following
development standards for the Glens:

* Progressively increasing maximum residence sizes for
smaller lots (which would no longer be designated as
“nonconforming’), subject to Design Review;

Incentives for garages for smaller lots by counting them as
zero floor area, subject to Design Review;

Reduced setbacks for constrained lots and maintenance of
existing development patterns, subject to Design Review;

Parking within the right-of-way and off the paved way to
count as “onsite parking”; and,

A tiered approach (for landscape improvements, minor
improvements, and major improvements) for development on
slopes > 35 %, where deemed safe by the Town Geologist and
Town Engineer and subject to Design Review.

Additionally, a Planning Commission request for the Town
Council to consider that historic evaluation Primary Records
(approximately $500 each) be paid by the Town. Primary Records
are required for structures > 50 years old when they are to be
demolished or significantly altered. Applicants would continue
to cover the cost of full reports needed for significant historic
structures. The Town-paid Primary Record policy is proposed to
apply Town-wide.

Finally, further discussion of Townright-of-way and Encroachment
Permits/Covenants as requested by the Planning Commission on
July 10, 2019.

All application materials are available for public review at the
Woodside Planning and Building Counter, Woodside Town
Hall, weekdays from 8:00 — 10:00 AM and 1:00 — 3:00 PM, or
by appointment. For more information, contact the Woodside
Planning and Building Department at (650) 851-6790.
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DelLeon Realty

BUILT IN SILICON VALLEY FOR SILICON VALLEY

MASTERFULLY REMODELED
AND CLOSETO IT ALL

1124 Werth Avenue, Menlo Park
Offered at $3,488,000
www.I124Werth.com

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday
1:30pm-4:30pm

CLOSE TO IT ALL IN MENLO PARK

1321 Carlton Avenue, Menlo Park
Offered at $1,288,000
www.I321Carlton.com

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday
1:30pm-4:30pm

THE GRAND DAME OF CRESCENT PARK

1023 Forest Avenue, Palo Alto
Offered at $5,988,000
www.1023Forest.com

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday
1:30pm-4:30pm

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY
IN MENLO PARK

770 15th Avenue, Menlo Park
Offered at $1,950,000
www.770FifteenthAve.com

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday
1:30pm-4:30pm

Michael Repka, Managing Broker, DRE #01854880

650.900.7000 | michael@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224
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BUILT IN SILICON VALLEY
FOR SILICON VALLEY

86 Tallwood Court, Atherton

Stunning Estate with Supreme Privacy

Luxury, elegance, and sophistication — this stunning Atherton estate embodies all of these qualities and more, across 6,350 sq. ft.
(per county) of bright living space on an expansive lot of 2.8 acres (per county). Grand, spacious formal rooms, all appointed with
graceful style, open to an enclosed deck with ample room for alfresco delights and showcasing spectacular views of the verdant
surroundings. Personal accommodations include 7 bedrooms, 6 baths, and 2 powder rooms, including the guest house, plus a
magnificent master wing in the main home with a lavish bath. Boasting multiple offices, plus a media room, fitness room, and
game room, this home is well-equipped to meet any lifestyle need. Feel miles away from it all amidst the home’s remarkably private
grounds, which include a built-in barbecue patio, a sparkling pool and spa, two wine cellars, and a pool house, yet enjoy being just
moments to the excitement of downtown Menlo Park and Palo Alto. Be swept away by this superb estate, offering the very best of
Bay Area living.
For video tour & more photos, please visit:
www.86Tallwood.com
Offered at $14,988,000

OPEN HOUSE Saturday & Sunday Jazz, Lattes,

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm & Gourmet Snacks

Listed by Michael Repka of the DeLeon Team, the #1 Team in the Nation.*

*As ranked by REAL Trends 2019 Team Volume list. Published in the Wall Street Journal in June 2019.

Michael Repka, Managing Broker, DRE #01854880 | WA R B % Audrey Sun &7 : 650.785.5822 DRE #01933274
650.900.7000 | michael@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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e Custom estate property built
in 2004 by Joe Comartin of
Woodlane Properties

e Sought-after West Atherton

® 6 bedrooms, 7 full baths, and 3
half-baths in the main residence

e 1-bedroom, 1-bath guest house
with full kitchen

e Approx. 11,440 total sq. ft.

— Main residence: 9,855 sq. ft.
— Guest house: 545 sq. ft.

— Attached garage: 495 sq. ft.
— Detached garage: 545 sq. ft.

e Main level: public rooms include
grand foyer, living room, formal
dining room, library, gourmet
kitchen, family room

285 ATHERTON AVENUE ATHERTON

e | ower level: billiard room,
recreation room, wine cellar,
playroom and fithess center

e Two-story master bedroom suite
with sitting room, fireplace plus
main- and lower-level baths and
dressing rooms

e Stunning grounds with heated
fireplace terrace, built-in
barbecue center, and vast
level lawn

® Approx. 1 acre (43,416 sq. ft.)

e Gated entrance, significant
off-street parking, plus attached
2-car garage and detached
2-car garage

e Top-rated Menlo Park schools

Offered at $14,850,000

For video, floor plans, additional photos, and information,
please visit: www.285Atherton.com

UGH
ORNISH

& ASSOCIATES

Ranked Top 1% Internationally -
Coldwell Banker

Ranked #200 Nationally by
The Wall Street Journal, 2019

Over $2 Billion in Sales

HUGH CORNISH STEPHANIE ELKINS

coLbweLL
BANKER

¥ = VAN LINGE
GLOBAL = 650.619.6461 HughCornish.com 650.400.2933
LUXURY. < hugh@hughcornish.com stephanie@hughcornish.com
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE | N CalRE#00912143 CalRE#00897565

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon
it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01908304.
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