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By Kevin Forestieri

S
tanford Health Care has 
begun laying the clini-
cal groundwork to expand 

COVID-19 vaccine eligibility to 
the country’s youngest children, 
joining in a nationwide trial to 
see how safe and effective the 
Pfizer vaccine is for people ages 
2 to 5.

The early-phase study, which 
involves 144 children, is tak-
ing a close look at how young 
children respond to the Pfizer 
vaccine and whether they can 
handle the same dose size or 
experience the same side effects 
as adults. No vaccines are cur-
rently approved for those under 
16 years old, and public health 
officials say extending the vac-
cine to children will be a key 
factor in curbing the spread of 
the virus.

Pfizer is already moving full 
steam ahead to get the vaccine 
approved for use in children 
ages 12 to 15, and the Food 
and Drug Administration is 

expected to approve the vac-
cine’s use in children in that age 
category either this month or 
in May, said Dr. Yvonne Mal-
donado, professor of pediatric 
infectious diseases and of health 
research and policy at Stanford.

But still in its infancy are 
trials to determine whether 
the vaccine remains both safe 
and effective in children under 
age 12, which is where Maldo-
nado said Stanford is currently 
focused. Participants are getting 
the same Pfizer regimen — two 
doses three weeks apart — but 
the first cohort of children are 

By Sue Dremann

A
mid the ruins of last 
summer’s CZU Light-
ning Complex fire, a 

fire still burns in the Santa 
Cruz Mountains. Its smoke and 
flames may not be visible, but it’s 
deep underground, in the root 
systems of charred redwoods.

The fire would normally be 
extinguished by winter rains. 
This year, with 27 inches less 
rainfall than normal, there 
wasn’t enough water to finally 
douse it, California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protection’s 
CZU Unit Division Forester 
Rich Sampson said.

“It’s like a peat fire. When you 

see a 60-foot redwood, think of 
a root system that can go out 30 
to 40 feet on each side and down 
deep,” he said. 

But just because the flames 
are underground doesn’t mean 
they’re not dangerous: Fallen 
needles and leaves have created 
a new duff layer, and if there is 
just enough oxygen, dry weather 
and wind, the surface will catch 
fire. Then, burning material car-
ried by the wind can ignite trees, 
shrubs and grasses, he said.

Such a fire has already broken 
out. In San Mateo County’s 
Butano State Park, fire moved 
from the redwoods’ under-
ground root systems to the sur-
face, scorching 6 acres on April 

2, he said. This year’s continued 
drought is an ominous sign to 
Sampson and other local fire 
officials. Last year’s dry weath-
er, combined with lightning, 
caused the 86,509-acre CZU 
conflagration in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains.

“We’re going to see fires like 
this in the summer,” Sampson 
said of large wildfires similar to 
the CZU fire.

Cal Fire has already seen 
five fires in San Mateo County 
between March 31 and April 5, 
the majority caused by people 
burning piles of vegetation or 
trash. In one case, a con-
trolled burn of grass thatch 
spread 100 feet to the adjacent 

timberland before firefighters 
could extinguish it, he said. The 
larger, 15-acre North Butano 
Fire occurred on Jan. 18 when 
the Bay Area should have been 
in the midst of its rainy season. 
Statewide, Cal Fire has logged 
2,887 acres burned and 845 inci-
dents, according to its website.

Now some land managers, 
local agencies and the state of 
California are seeking to stay a 
step ahead through their plans 
to manage vegetation. On April 
13, Gov. Gavin Newsom signed 
a $536 million funding plan to 
help improve California’s wild-
fire resilience with support from 
the state Legislature. The fund-
ing is welcome news to agencies, 

but even as they await the addi-
tional funding, they are already 
taking proactive measures.

Sampson said fire agencies are 
currently stepping up patrols. 
Wildfire cameras enable the 
agency to check areas quickly 
and remotely. Cal Fire is also 
adding staffing: In March, New-
som authorized $80.74 million 
in emergency funds for 1,399 
additional firefighters with Cal 
Fire to help with fuels manage-
ment and fire fighting. Some of 
those seasonal firefighters have 
already been hired; they usually 
don’t start work until August.

Along Highway 35 in La 

Stanford begins clinical trials to expand  
Pfizer vaccine access to young children

Local agencies are preparing for another big wildfire year
Drought sparks concerns as vegetation dries out

Courtesy Stanford Health Care

Eloise LaCour, 3, receives the Pfizer shot at Stanford’s Clinical and Translational Research Unit on April 14. 

See WILDFIRE, page 29

See CHILDREN’S VACCINES, page 30

Read up-to-the-minute news on AlmanacNews.com

VIEWPOINT 34  |  ARTS 36  |  FOOD 38INSIDE

‘(COVID-19) is deadly 
and fatal in children. It’s 
not common, but it’s 

not rare either.’
 DR. YVONNE MALDONADO, 

STANFORD HEALTH CARE
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650.888.8199 
scott@scottdancer.com
www.scottdancer.com
2930 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA 94062
License # 00868362
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FLEGELS       DESIGN

Open Tuesday – Saturday 11AM to 5PM

SPECIAL OFFER

40% OFF 
THROUGH END OF APRIL

BRACCI - ZEUS

650.326.9661
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Local News

By Astrid Casimire/Bay City 
News Service

F
ollowing weeks of sup-
ply constraints, San Mateo 
County may get a higher 

supply of COVID-19 vaccine 
doses in the coming weeks, offi-
cials said Tuesday.
 This week, the county received 
around 31,000 first and second 
doses overall, which includes 
allocations to both San Mateo 
County Health and to multi-
county vaccine providers such 
as Kaiser Permanente and Sutter 
Health.
 Projections from Blue Shield of 
California show that the county’s 
weekly vaccine supply could tri-
ple by the end of June, according 
to Dr. Anand Chabra, San Mateo 
County Health COVID-19 mass 
vaccination section chief. 
 Chabra said these are the lon-
gest set of projections Blue Shield 
has provided so far in terms of 
future supply.
 “Those projections are help-
ful,” Chabra said. “Even though 
we recognize they can always 
change, at least it gives us some-
thing to work with in terms of 
planning.”
 The Blue Shield arrangement 
has not been hugely beneficial 
to the county’s vaccine rollout so 
far, Chabra said, but they have 
made it work. 
 “I feel like we had a good 
network of providers,” Chabra 
said about the county’s vaccine 
rollout prior to Blue Shield’s 
involvement. “Collectively, we 

were getting vaccines out very 
quickly and we were vaccinat-
ing a good number of people 
and doing it quite equitably, so I 
don’t think there were a whole lot 
of problems to fix in San Mateo 
County.”
 Chabra said he looks forward 
to the day they’re no longer con-
strained by the vaccine supply.
 Given the promising supply 
projections, County Manager 
Mike Callagy said that Blue 
Shield seems to be hitting its 
stride.
 But Callagy acknowledged that 
the last several weeks have been 
frustrating given the supply 
constraints for the health depart-
ment. In addition, the limited 
lead time around dose projec-
tions made it hard to plan for 
vaccine clinics.
 “It just takes so much coordina-
tion and resources to get clinics 
going, especially the neighbor-
hood clinics,” Callagy said. “And 
you want to get information out. 
It’s just so sporadic right now.”
 Limited supply prompted the 
county to pause its mass vaccina-
tion sites and focus on neighbor-
hood clinics in the hardest-hit 
communities.
 As soon as the vaccine supply 
increases, Chief of San Mateo 
County Health Louise Rogers 
said, the county is ready to begin 
mass vaccination sites again.
 “We have not dropped the 
ball on planning these mass vax 
events. We are ready,” Rogers said.

By Angela Swartz

T
he Sequoia Union High 
School District expand-
ed in-person learning to 

50% capacity this week, but 
some parents are expressing 
frustration that students are not 
back on campus more regularly. 
School principals have asked 
parents to rein in their com-
plaints and have patience. 

During an April 14 district 
governing board meeting, 

Menlo-Atherton High School 
Principal Simone Rick-Kennel 
explained that it’s complicated 
to configure the 50 classrooms 
in use at the Atherton high 
school with social distancing 
guidelines — although San 
Mateo County’s guidance was 
recently updated to require that 
desks are placed 3 feet apart, the 
district submitted its reopening 
plan in early March with desks 
6 feet apart before the change 
was made. She said it would take 

about 30 minutes to remeasure 
each classroom for the new 
social distancing guidelines. 

Some parents don’t under-
stand why the district doesn’t 
update its distancing between 
desks to 3 feet now to allow more 
students on campus at a time.

“A sense of urgency doesn’t 
mean tomorrow, but it means 
it’s a priority,” said Rick-Ken-
nel, who will leave her role at 

County officials hopeful 
for boost to vaccine 

supply in coming weeks

‘Let’s focus on the fall’
Sequoia principals push back at parents’ pressure  

to reopen more extensively this spring

See VACCINE SUPPLY, page 30

See SEQUOIA, page 31

Magali Gauthier

Terri Givens holds her new book “Radical Empathy: Finding a Path to Bridging Racial Divides” in her 
Menlo Park front yard on April 7.

By Kate Bradshaw

F
or Terri Givens, the for-
mer provost of Menlo 
College and a resident of 

unincorporated West Menlo 
Park, the key to overcoming 
racial barriers in America 
comes down to two decep-
tively simple words: radical 
empathy.

As a Black woman who’s 
been an academic, a profes-
sor of European politics, a 
college administrator, a com-
munity member active on 
local nonprofit boards, and a 

mother, sister and daughter 
in America, she reflects on 
how perceptions of race have 
shaped her life experiences 
in her new book, “Radical 
Empathy: Finding a Path to 
Bridging Racial Divides.”

Givens’ book, released in 
February, shares a number of 
her personal experiences as 
she discusses the importance 
of vulnerability and empathy 
in her own life and how those 
traits have enabled her to over-
come obstacles and become a 
leader.

In the book, Givens describes 

herself as a girl who grew up in 
a military family away from 
her extended relatives in Spo-
kane, Washington. A diligent 
student, she eventually made 
her way to Stanford University 
as a first-generation college 
student, then UCLA for her 
doctoral degree. She went on 
to teach at the University of 
Washington, then the Univer-
sity of Austin at Texas, where 
she became a college admin-
istrator. She then worked 
as provost at Menlo College 

It’s time for radical empathy 
Former Menlo College provost releases new book on tackling racism 

See RADICAL EMPATHY, page 12

Magali Gauthier

Menlo-Atherton High School bilingual resources teacher 
Stephen Ready places a wristband on senior Kiana Pavlovic to show she 
passed the health screening at the start of the school day on April 6.
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TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING COMMISSION 
DISTRICT 1 

EXPIRING FEBRUARY 2024

The Planning Commission participates in the administration of the plan-
ning laws and policies of the Town.  It is responsible for recommending 
to the Town Council ordinances and resolutions necessary to implement 
the General Plan and adopted development policy.  The Commission 
also conducts necessary public hearings to administer the planning 
laws and policies of the Town and acts upon applications for zoning 
amendments, conditional use permits, variances, subdivisions, and other 
related functions as may be assigned by the Council.

During COVID-19, the Planning Commission meets virtually on the 

Interested residents may check residency requirements, request informa-
tion, and submit applications to the Town Clerk by emailing Jennifer Li 
at jli@woodsidetown.org.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  
Friday, May 14, 2021, by 5:00 p.m.

INTERVIEW AND APPOINTMENT BY TOWN COUNCIL: 
Tuesday, May 25, 2021, 7:00 p.m.

MEET OUR 
ELDER CARE 

EXPERTS

Avenidas
CARE FORUM
Free Monthly Caregiving
 Workshops for Families

Register for free by visiting 
www.avenidas.org

Questions? Call Paula at (650) 289-5438
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Ellen Brown, MD
www.ellenbrownmd.com

Rita Ghatak, PhD
www.aging101.org
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28

NAVIGATING YOUR HEALTH 
DURING THE PANDEMIC
Practical tips for 
routine care 
and illness. 
11am-12:30pm.

NEXT 
Seminar 
REGISTER 
TODAY!

WED. MAY 26
 Patients and Caregivers: The New Unit of Care

N E W S

Petition, Earth Day event for Flood Park trees
 A petition from a group calling itself “Flood Park Tree Advo-
cates 2021” has emerged in opposition to a proposal by the San 
Mateo County Parks Department to update Flood Park and 
remove a total of 72 trees. As of April 21, the online petition had 
80 signatures. 
 The landscaping plan for Flood Park was approved last year 
and preserves all of its heritage trees and 92% of the trees on-site 
overall, according to county reports. 
 The petition urges the county to look for other areas for the 
planned sports fields, to put the planned amenities in other 
locations, and requests health reports of each tree planned for 
removal and an explanation of why each is slated to be removed. 
The group is also asking for a replacement tree plan to be made 
public and that a cost-benefit analysis be done before the project 
moves forward. 
 The group plans to host an Earth Day and Arbor Day ceremo-
ny and information session at Flood Park on Sunday, April 25, at 
3 p.m. in the oak meadow near the group picnic area along Bay 
Road. People are asked to follow COVID-19 safety procedures. 
Email floodparktrees@gmail.com for more information. 

—Kate Bradshaw

Local blood drives coming next week
 Stanford Blood Center is planning local blood drives for next 
week.
 On Monday, April 26, the Woodside Fire Protection District 
will host a community blood drive with the Stanford Blood Cen-
ter from noon to 4 p.m. at 3111 Woodside Road in Woodside.
 “The need for blood is constant,” said Phillip Martin, Stanford 
Blood Center account manager, in a statement. “Even during a 
pandemic. Currently, there are more than 200 surgeries per day 
at our partner hospitals, and blood donations are used to save 
about 12,000 lives a day. ... All it takes is about an hour of your 
time, and you can help save the lives of multiple patients with a 
single donation.”

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

See COMMUNITY BRIEFS, page 30

Child molestation trial starts
 Jury selection is wrapping up in the lead-up to the trial of 
Randolph Haldeman, who faces 20 felony charges related to 
allegations of molesting children at his Menlo Park home and at 
a community swimming pool between 1988 and 2018, accord-
ing to the San Mateo County District Attorney’s Office. 
 He was initially arrested in July 2019 on counts of “lewd and 
lascivious acts” toward boys ranging between 8 and 13 years old 
at his home and at the Ladera Recreation Center. Later, more 
people came forward to report that they had also been sexually 
assaulted by Haldeman, according to the San Mateo County 
Sheriff ’s Office. 

—Kate Bradshaw

RV lot arson arrest
 East Palo Alto police have arrested a 26-year-old man sus-
pected of starting a series of fires on April 10 along a fence 
bordering the RV safe parking lot on Bay Road, where people 
were sleeping in their vehicles.
 Police said the man allegedly started four separate fires in the 
early morning hours while walking on a bike path behind the 
RV safe parking lot at 1798 Bay Road. The lot was established 
by the city in partnership with the nonprofit Project We Hope 
as a safe place for people living in their vehicles and trying to 
regain financial independence.
 The Menlo Park Fire Protection District extinguished the 
fires, which damaged one RV and several parts of the fence, 
according to police.
 Through a joint investigation, fire investigators and police 
identified the man as a suspect and linked him to four previous 
fires in East Palo Alto, which were also small in size and quickly 
extinguished.
 On April 13, a patrol officer located the man on the bike path 
where he allegedly started the April 10 fires. He was arrested 
and booked into San Mateo County Jail on charges of arson.

—Bay City News Service

CRIME BRIEFS
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join us online | may 10 - 15

Register Today   |   healthmatters.stanford.edu
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By Embarcadero Media staff

S
an Mateo County as of 
Tuesday had 41,221 cumu-
lative cases of COVID-19, 

with 560 deaths. There were 
19 people hospitalized. Santa 
Clara County as of Tuesday had 
117,317 cumulative COVID-19 
cases and 2,017 deaths. There 
were 81 people hospitalized, 15 
of whom were new.

Move to yellow tier 
unlikely this month

San Mateo and Santa Clara 
counties are approaching lower 
COVID-19 infection rates that 
could move them into the most 
lenient yellow tier for open-
ing the economy under state 
COVID-19 guidelines by the 
beginning of May at the earliest.

Much of that continued for-
ward momentum is contingent 
on the availability of vaccines, 
continued public involvement 
in testing for the virus and buy-
in to being vaccinated, county 
officials said. 

San Mateo County’s COV-
ID-19 positivity rate is about 
0.9% overall and 1.4% in the 

state’s lowest Healthy Plac-
es Index census tracts, which 
tracks community health and 
poverty, county Chief of Health 
Louise Rogers told the Board of 
Supervisors. Counties’ positivity 
rates must remain below 1% in 
combination with other factors 
for three weeks before moving 
into the next least-restrictive 
tier.

Santa Clara County, which 
has hit yellow tier numbers at 
times, saw a slight rise in its 
overall positivity rate from 
below 1% to 1.2% in the past 
two weeks, COVID-19 testing 
and vaccine officer Dr. Marty 
Fenstersheib said during his 
county’s Board of Supervisors 
meeting on Tuesday afternoon.

The counties still face mul-
tiple challenges. Health officers 
remain watchful as infection 
rates rise in some other states 
such as Michigan, Minnesota, 
Florida, Colorado and Illinois, 
in addition to New England 
states. Both counties continue 
to face precarious vaccine sup-
plies, waning public interest in 
being tested for the virus and 
some public hesitancy in getting 
the vaccine.

About 58% of Santa Clara 
County residents and 63.2% of 
San Mateo County residents 
ages 16 and up have received at 
least one dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine, health officials said.

In Santa Clara County, Fen-
stersheib said testing for the 
virus has gone up “slightly” 
after a significant decline. In 
a mid-April statement, he said 
testing was down 34% from two 
months ago. Some of the cur-
rent rise is likely due to Stanford 
University testing faculty and 
students regularly, he added on 
Tuesday.

In San Mateo County, the 
number of people being tested 
for the virus has declined by 
10% since Rogers’ last report 
four weeks ago, she said.

Testing remains an important 
way to track how the virus — 
and its more contagious emerg-
ing variants — are spreading in 
communities, Rogers said. And 
although the majority of adults 
have been vaccinated with at 
least one dose, she cautioned 
against complacency.

COVID-19 testing should 
continue until the county has 
reached its 90% goal of all 

residents being vaccinated — 
and until the science can fully 
explain the duration and effi-
cacy of the vaccines, she added. 
People who have been vaccinat-
ed can still acquire and transmit 
the disease. Even in people who 
have already been vaccinated, 
it’s important they be tested if 
they show any symptoms, she 
said.

In both counties, availabil-
ity of vaccines continues to be 
uncertain. San Mateo County’s 
supplies from the state have 
decreased by one-third in the 
past few weeks, said Dr. Anand 
Chabra, the county’s COVID-19 
mass vaccination section chief. 
The vaccination supply has 
also been complicated by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s recommendation 
to pause the use of the Johnson 
& Johnson single-dose vaccine. 
Also known as the Janssen vac-
cine, it has been suspected in 
blood clots in six women ages 18 
to 48, with one death, he said. 

The county health care system 
received just 11,080 vaccine 
doses last week, which does 
not include doses at provid-
ers such as Palo Alto Medical 

Foundation, Kaiser Permanente 
and pharmacies, he said.

Fenstersheib said Santa Clara 
County’s allotment of 300,000 
doses through the federal 
Health Resources & Services 
Administration (HRSA), which 
it received on April 13, enabled 
vaccinating 40,000 people on 
April 15, with a seven-day 
average of 27,000 vaccinations 
administered per day. The 
county is currently in discus-
sions with the HRSA to receive 
a commensurate number of 
second doses, County Executive 
Jeff Smith said. 

Vaccine hesitancy is also a con-
cern, both county officials said. 
During Santa Clara County’s 
door-to-door outreach program 
in census tracts hardest hit by the 
virus, 8% of those canvassed said 
they won’t or are now hesitant to 
have the vaccine, and most were 
young people, said Brain Dar-
row, a program manager in the 
County Executive’s Office. He 
posited that with 76.1% of people 
in the most vulnerable age group 
of 65 and older having received 
at least one vaccine dose, some 

Coronavirus central: County’s upgrade to yellow tier unlikely this month
Health officials say residents must continue taking COVID-19 tests, get vaccines to avoid setback

See CORONAVIRUS, page 30
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By Bay City News Service

T
uesday’s guilty verdict on 
all three counts against 
ex-Minneapolis police 

officer Derek Chauvin in the 
death of George Floyd drew 
swift reactions from Bay Area, 
state, and national leaders.  
 “I can’t breathe. Those were 
George Floyd’s last words,” U.S. 
President Joseph Biden said on 
Twitter after the verdict.
 “We cannot let them die with 
him. We have to keep hearing 
them,” Biden said. “We must 
not turn away. We cannot turn 
away.”
 “This can be a moment of sig-
nificant change,” the president 
said.
 Chauvin was charged with 

second-degree unintentional 
murder, third-degree murder, 
and second-degree manslaugh-
ter for kneeling on Floyd’s neck 
for more than nine minutes on 
May 25, 2020, in Minneapolis.
 In a statement released Tues-
day, Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Palo 
Alto, called for reform.
 “Today, the verdict of justice 
was served to the family of 
George Floyd and it echoed 
across our country. It is a begin-
ning to an effort so long over-
due that police killing must be 
addressed. We feel relieved but 
we must reform by passing the 
George Floyd Justice in Policing 
Act. Our Pledge of Allegiance 
states ‘liberty and justice for 
all’ and now the moment has 
arrived to make these words a 

reality in America.”
 State Sen. Josh Becker, 
D-Menlo Park, thanked the 
jury in a series of tweets, quot-
ing prosecutor Steve Schleicher’s 
closing argument: “This wasn’t 
policing, this was murder.”
 “Today’s verdict is our start 
toward achieving true social 
justice,” Becker wrote.
 Gov. Gavin Newsom said 
Floyd would be alive were it not 
for his appearance.
 “The hard truth is that, if 
George Floyd looked like me, 
he’d still be alive today,” New-
som said. 
 Newsom added that the con-
viction won’t bring Floyd back 
to life or undo the harm to his 
family.
 “But today’s verdict provides 

some accountability as we work 
to root out the racial injustice 
that haunts our society,” New-
som said. “We must continue 
the work of fighting systemic 
racism and excessive use of 
force.”
 San Francisco Mayor London 
Breed said, like Newsom, that 
the verdict won’t bring Floyd 
back.  
 But she said, “What this 
verdict does reflect is that the 
tide is turning in this country, 
although still too slowly, toward 
accountability and justice.”
 State Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction Tony Thur-
mond called the verdict “an 
important and long-overdue 
step for accountability, yet 
tremendous work remains if 

we want to truly eliminate the 
systemic racism that persists 
in all of our institutions — 
including public education — 
and which has denied students 
and communities justice for 
generations.”
 He added, “It is also impor-
tant to remember that despite 
today’s verdict, our students, 
educators, and families have 
experienced extraordinary 
trauma as they’ve struggled to 
make sense of this tragedy, the 
trial, and everything that trans-
pired in between. I encourage 
all of our schools in the coming 
days to create space for open, 
honest dialogue for students 
and adults to process their emo-
tions and use their voices to 
create lasting change.” A

By Angela Swartz

T
he increase in outdoor 
dining during the pan-
demic has spurred a new 

effort by local residents: finding 
a way to change the zoning of 
some Woodside town parcels 
to allow for more outdoor com-
munity gathering spaces.  
 Current land use regulations 
limit two residentially zoned 
pieces of land adjacent to the 
Town Center, a town-owned 
complex along Woodside Road 
from Whiskey Hill Road to 
Roberts Market that includes 
government buildings and com-
mercial businesses, and Cañada 
Corners at the Cañada Road 
intersection (owned by Roberts 
Market). To overturn these 
rules, established by ballot mea-
sures J and 1 in 1988 and 1989, 
respectively, residents must sub-
mit a petition to the town for a 
ballot measure to reach voters. 

 The measure would allow 
the property behind Cañada 
Corners to be outfitted with 
surface parking to accommo-
date permanent outdoor dining, 
trails and play structures, all of 
which are now prohibited. It 
would also allow for the possible 
construction of a public build-
ing — amphitheater or gazebo 
— for community events in the 
residentially zoned Town Center 
area. 
 “We don’t have a community 
center (in Woodside),” said Alex 
Tauber, who has lived in town 
for about 11 years and helped 
formalize the effort in February. 
“COVID brought the idea of, 
‘How do we get together in an 
open environment that’s safe? 
How do we create permanent 
open spaces?’ It should be the 
town’s option — depending 
on how citizens feel — to not 
be constrained by the zoning 
code.”

 So far, Peter Bailey, a Wood-
side Elementary School Board 
member, and Tauber have gath-
ered about 400 of the 428 valid 
signatures needed to qualify the 
measure to be placed on a bal-
lot, Tauber said. They’re hoping 
to finish gathering signatures, 
which must come from at least 
10% of Woodside’s 4,277 regis-
tered voters per California law, 
in the coming weeks. They are 
aiming to gather 800 signa-
tures. It’s been more difficult to 
canvass during a pandemic, so 
local restaurants have agreed to 
put the petitions up for diners to 
sign.
 “We don’t have a lot of restau-
rants or retailers in Woodside,” 
Tauber said. “COVID has affect-
ed the few restaurants we have 
for the worst. One of the things 
it’s done is brought home the 
notion of doing things outdoors. 
... I don’t think anybody will be 
able to invest in outdoor dining 

or a community center if it’s not 
(able to be) permanent.”
 Dylan MacNiven, one of the 
brothers who manages Buck’s, 
located at 3062 Woodside Road, 
said he supports the petition 
and that the family’s restaurant 
suffered at the start of the pan-
demic. Buck’s closed from mid-
March until July 2020. Business 
has picked up again and they are 
looking to hire wait staff, and 
he said outdoor dining has been 
“instrumental” to its survival.
 “It would be a way to keep 
an outdoor dining component 
in the center of town — it 
would be a really great thing 
for the community,” he said. 
“A longer-term approval would 
help us build a real (outdoor) 
infrastructure. We could build a 
true trash enclosure and maybe 
have something more com-
fortable than just asphalt, like 
AstroTurf or tanbark. We have 
a temporary outdoor pizza oven; 

we could see that as something 
more permanent and built-in.”
 In June, the business received 
a $392,065 Paycheck Protec-
tion Program loan to keep the 
restaurant afloat, according to 
ProPublica.
 Roberts Market president 
Christine Roberts said the gro-
cer would love for the zoning 
of the Cañada Corner parcel to 
change.
 “We are in desperate need 
for some more parking for the 
shopping center and the gro-
cery store,” she said. She noted 
there are only about 40 parking 
spots for the store and nearby 
restaurants. “Over the years our 
business has grown. We have 
more employees in the grocery 
store and of course the restau-
rants have gotten more popular 
and everyone needs parking for 
employees and the customers.”

T
he San Mateo County 
Community College Dis-
trict will offer free com-

munity college courses to 500 
students through a $2 million 
grant from the county.
 David Canepa, president of 
the San Mateo County Board 
of Supervisors, made the 
announcement at a press con-
ference on Monday, April 19, at 
Skyline College in San Bruno.
 “This is a huge investment in 
our youth who have struggled 
mightily during the pandemic 
with many of them seeing their 
family members lose jobs, battle 
food insecurity or miss rent 

payments,” he said.
 The free college education is 
available for students who enroll 
in the district’s Promise Scholars 
Program, which offers scholar-
ships and support services to 
first-time, full-time students 
at Cañada College in Redwood 
City, College of San Mateo in 
San Mateo, and Skyline College 
in San Bruno. Students receive 
full tuition and fees, as well as 
credit for $750 in books per year, 
according to a community col-
lege district press release. The 
grant will help expand the 
program from 2,000 to 2,500 
students, district officials said.

 Participants in the Promise 
Scholars Program are more than 
twice as likely to graduate in two 
years than students not in the pro-
gram, according to the district. 
 The grant is being allocated 
from county Measure K funds.
 The application for the fall 
2021 Promise Scholars Program 
is open online at xe-ssb8.smccd.
edu, and prospective students 
can find information about eligi-
bility and applying to the pro-
gram online at smccd.edu/
promise. Students must first 
apply to the college. A

—Angela Swartz and  
Bay City News Service

Chauvin verdict ‘a start’ toward social justice
Elected leaders react to police officer’s murder conviction in George Floyd case

Woodsiders lobby to increase outdoor dining, build community center
Voters would need to overturn decades-old measures that limit outdoor uses 

County officials announce free college education for 500 eligible students

Magali Gauthier

Cars drive by the entrance of Cañada College in Redwood City on 
Feb. 10. Some 500 students within the district will receive free tuition 
through a $2 million grant from the county.

See PETITION, page 30
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For a private showing of this extraordinary property, please contact:
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stephanie.elkins@cbnorcal.com
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VAN LINGE
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&  ASSOC IATES

HughCornish.com

EAST COAST-INSPIRED  
ESTATE

Offered at $19,500,000

www.78Alejandra.com

78 ALEJANDRA AVENUE

ATHERTON

• Built in 2008 by renowned builder  

Joe Comartin, Woodlane Properties

• 6 bedrooms, 7 full baths, and 3 half-baths 

• Approximately 10,500 +/- total square feet

• Main level: grand foyer, gallery with bar, 

formal powder room, living room with 

fireplace, formal dining room, butler’s 

pantry, kitchen, breakfast area, family room 

with fireplace, library with fireplace, office, 

bedroom suite, two half-baths, laundry room

• Upper level: foyer reading area, laundry 

room, primary bedroom suite with two large 

closets, four additional bedroom suites

• Lower level: refreshment bar, recreation 

room, theatre, fitness center with en suite 

bath, half-bath, kitchenette, storage room/

potential wine cellar 

• Resort-like grounds with heated loggia and 

fireplace, terrace with retractable awnings, 

vast lawn, barbecue center, pool, and spa

• Fully landscaped and gated lot of almost  

one acre (42,720 square feet)

• Excellent Menlo Park schools 

Over $2.75 Billion in Sales 

#1 Agent in SF Bay Area 
Coldwell Banker, 2020

#30 Agent in U.S. 
The Wall Street Journal, 2020
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Baseball: M-A tosses a 
shutout
 Menlo-Atherton’s Griffin 
Williams made it a pleasant 
all-around day for Bears base-
ball. Gunn’s Charlie Deggeller 
helped turn a bad situation into 
a walk-off celebration.
 Williams pitched a three-
hitter, striking out 11 without 
a walk, and M-A beat host San 
Mateo 7-0 in a Peninsula Ath-
letic League opener Tuesday.
 Deggeller singled in the bot-
tom of the seventh, capping a 
wild come-from-behind 10-9 
SCVAL victory over visiting 
Mountain View.
 Williams retired 12 of the 
first 13 hitters he faced, includ-
ing the first four by strikeout. 
The Bears made it interesting 
for him, committing back-to-
back errors to open the fifth. 
Williams got the next batter 
on a f lyout and then induced 
a double play ball, that he 
started, to erase the only threat 
of the day.
 Williams also helped himself 
offensively, driving in three 
runs on a sacrifice f ly in the 
third and a two-run single in 
the sixth.
 John Quinlan had three hits, 
scored three times and drove 
in a run. Tommy Eisenstat 

contributed three hits, includ-
ing a double, and Will Cronin 
doubled, singled and drove in a 
run.
 Williams, who took a no-
hitter into the sixth, was effi-
cient on the mound, throwing 
87 pitches, 65 for strikes (nearly 
75%). He used 13 pitches to 
complete the seventh, which 
included two strikeouts and 
two hits.

Girls soccer
 Just over a year after play-
ing in the CCS Division III 
championship game, Menlo 
opened its WBAL season with 
an 8-0 win over visiting Mercy-
Burlingame on Tuesday.
 Junior Carolina Espinosa 
converted a penalty kick less 
than two minutes into the 
match, and it was all Menlo.
 In the first half, senior Stella 
El-Fishawy added two consecu-
tive goals on assists by Gabby 
Kogler and finished with five 
goals.
 Espinosa added another goal 
to start the second half and 
assisted on another for the 
Knights.
 Ellie El-Fishawy, a sopho-
more, distributed three assists, 
including one to her sister 

Stella. Junior Ayla Seddigne-
zhad got the shutout.
 Sydney Adas and Megan 
Tinsley each scored, and Sacred 
Heart Prep opened its WBAL 
season with a 2-0 victory over 
visiting Priory on Tuesday.
 Juliana Rosen assisted on 
Adas’ goal in the eighth min-
ute, and Ellie Brew assisted 
Tinsley in the 79th minute.

Football: M-A completes 
undefeated PAL football 
season
 Matt MacLeod completed all 
seven passes he attempted, two 
for touchdowns, and Menlo-
Atherton concluded an unde-
feated season by beating visit-
ing The King’s Academy, 49-21, 
in a Peninsula Athletic League 
Bay Division football contest 
April 16.
 Thomas Taufui, Dwayne 
Green and Raymond Price III 
each rushed for a score and 
Michael Osorio recovered a 
fumble in the end zone for 
another touchdown.
 Price also threw a touchdown 
pass, a 34-yarder to Johnny 
Barbie, as the Bears (5-0) fin-
ished the season with an aver-
age score of 34-11.
 MacLeod threw for 162 yards 

and rushed for another 41 
yards. Green rushed for 43 
yards, and Michael McNack 
added 42.
 Price also completed the only 
pass he attempted and Billy 

Johnson, the third quarterback 
used, would have been credited 
with a completion had there not 
been a penalty called on the play.

By Kate Bradshaw

L
ast year, when Menlo Park 
resident Desta Raines con-
tacted an old friend in 

Italy on behalf of her curious 
13-year-old niece, none of them 
could have predicted that a 
year later, they’d be leading 
international video calls with 
teens around the world hungry 
to connect over leadership and 
change-making. 
 It all started when Dalayna 
Carr, a now 14-year-old who 
lives in Virginia, asked Raines 

about how people in Italy were 
managing the pandemic, at 
the time when the country was 
being devastated by COVID-19. 
 Raines contacted her friend 
Tiffany Hogan, who is an Eng-
lish teacher in Venice, who 
invited her English-learner stu-
dents to participate in a group 
video call to talk about it. About 
10 students participated, far 
more than the one or two Carr 
had hoped for. They held more 
discussions, and students from 
Australia and beyond started to 
join. 
 The ability to connect with 
other students across the world 
who were also stuck going to 
school online, disconnected 
from their friends, and having 
their lives disrupted helped 
some students realize that they 
weren’t alone, even if they were 
stuck at home, or in their home 
countries, Raines said. 
 “People all over the world are 
having the same experience,” 
she said.
 At the same time, the lock-
down cycles around the world 
have meant that at any given 
point over the past year, some 
students have faced tightening 
restrictions while others had 
more freedoms. 

 And while the conversations 
may have started out on the 
topic of COVID, students have 
since expanded their horizons 
to other areas of discussion. 
 Through word of mouth, the 
conversations snowballed into 
a grassroots organization now 
called Teens Connect Global, 
which has since spread all over 
the world. The student-led orga-
nization regularly hosts con-
versations with students from 
places like Ukraine, Pakistan, 
India, South Korea and Viet-
nam, as well as other parts of the 
U.S. 
 Generally, the calls are held 
over Zoom and involve guest 
speakers who present on a topic 
that the youth have selected, 
after which the students move 
into breakout rooms on Zoom 
to have discussions, Raines said. 
The number of participants 
ranges from 10 to 60, with an 
average of about 20. 
 “I like to think of it as real-
time pen pals,” Raines said. 
With the advent of Zoom and 
video calls, having international 
video calls is a modern iteration 
of the old-fashioned pen pal 
program that enables students 
to interact far faster than “snail 
mail” or email would otherwise 

permit, she said. 
 Raines contributes to the 
organization as a facilitator who 
helps moderate the calls, which 
are restricted to teens ages 12 to 
18. The calls have an adult pres-
ent to supervise the discussions. 
 For Carr, the conversations 
have helped her realize that 
although other teens around 
the world may come from dif-
ferent cultures, they have many 
similarities in their day-to-day 
lives as they study, play sports 
and engage in extracurricular 
activities. 
 In addition, many of the stu-
dents share a particular passion 
for the environment, she said. 
 Because all of the conversa-
tions are conducted in English, 
for many international students, 
participation comes with the 
added benefit of an opportunity 
to practice a language they are 
still learning. 
 One tricky piece of the initia-
tive is finding times that work 
for busy students all over the 
world, Raines explained. Calls 
generally happen at 7 a.m. 
Pacific Standard Time, which 
may explain why she’s had some 
trouble recruiting students from 
the West Coast to join the calls, 
she added. 

 Topics range widely — the 
teens have talked about human 
rights, discrimination and refu-
gees, as well as activism, the 
environment and LGBTQ+ 
issues, Raines and Carr said.
 Another obstacle the orga-
nization faces is in connecting 
with students in places where 
Wi-Fi is not as readily accessible. 
They have been troubleshoot-
ing to help some students from 
Rwanda and Colombia who 
don’t have their own access to 
technology figure out how to 
participate as well. Generally 
though, the students who have 
logged into the program have 
had strong enough connections 
to participate fully in the discus-
sions, Raines said. 
 Raines said that the program 
is aimed at fostering youth 
leadership and has enabled her 
to mentor her niece and other 
teens. The partnership between 
the aunt and niece has brought 
them closer, both Carr and 
Raines said.
 To learn more about Teens 
Connect Global, visit teens 
connectglobal.org. A

Email Staff Writer Kate 
Bradshaw at kbradshaw@

almanacnews.com.

Local high school sports updates

Teens around the world connect over pandemic experiences
Menlo Park resident’s project with her niece is like pen pals for the Zoom era 

 Local residents who 
died recently include Kirk 
Broomhead, 68, a former 
Atherton resident and tech-
nical writer for VMware, 
on March 26; Antonio Javi-
er Espinosa, 60, a Menlo 
Park resident and founder 
of Corlina Inc., on April 8; 
and Marjorie Hausmann, 
95, a longtime Portola Val-
ley resident, on April 8.
 To read full obituaries, 
leave remembrances and 
post photos, go to Lasting 
Memories at almanacnews.
com/obituaries.

OBITUARIES

Courtesy Bob Dahlberg/@bobd_photo

Menlo-Atherton’s Leki Tautua’a pressures The King’s 
Academy’s Antonio Gonzalez (3) as the M-A Bears finished an 
undefeated season with a 49-21 victory on April 16. 

See SPORTS, page 32
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Corner Townhome Near Desirable
Downtown Mountain View

901 Camille Lane, Mountain View
Bedrooms: 3  |  Bathrooms: 3.5  |  Living: 2,091 sq ft

List Price: $1,749,000

• 
  •

   
•

• 
  •

   
•

• 
  •

   
•

David Weil | 650-823-3855
David@GranoskiWeil.com

DRE 01400271

Nick Granoski | 650-269-8556
Nick@GranoskiWeil.com

DRE 00994196

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational 

of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Earlens improves 
speech recognition  
by 25%

Participants in an 
independent study 
preferred the  
Earlens extended 
bandwidth 8:1

Earlens brings  
listeners 16x closer  
to normal hearing in 
the critically important 
high frequencies

Earlens delivers  
a frequency range  
2.5x broader  
than conventional 
hearing aids

Still having trouble hearing?
You’re not alone. Get educated. Get tested. Get treated with Earlens®.

There is a better solution. Learn how new technologies can help.

May is National Better Hearing Month. If you suspect hearing loss for yourself or a loved one, or already have a hearing aid  
but are still missing some sounds, we encourage you to speak to an audiologist. There are many new hearing solutions that  

Join us for a special Cinco de Mayo event
Receive a private consultation, personalized sound demonstration comparing  

Earlens to your current hearing aid, and a taco ice cream to go!

Wednesday, May 5

Earlens Hearing Center - 4055 Campbell Avenue, Menlo Park

Call (650) 417-9856 to reserve your spot or visit earlensevents.com/PAWCinco. Spaces are limited. Call now to RSVP.

before starting Brighter Higher 
Ed, a higher education consult-
ing firm.

At each step, she dissects 
how her racial identity created 
ripples and complications for 
her ambitions. As a child, she 
saw teachers make assumptions 
about the capabilities of Black 
students that “can inhibit their 
potential for success.”

At Stanford, her racial iden-
tity triggered stressful choices, 
like whether to attend orienta-
tion activities specific to Black 
students, or those focused on 
getting to know all of the other 
residents of her dorm.

And even as a professor, 
her white, male colleagues 
were often more likely to have 
endowed chair positions with 
lighter teaching loads, she said.

In her personal life, she strug-
gled with dating until she recon-
nected with a college classmate, 
Michael Scott, who is white, 
and they fell in love. Now, as 
parents to biracial teens, she 
said, they’ve navigated the com-
plexities of helping their chil-
dren understand their African 
American and Danish roots. 

Along with Givens’ story, she 
provides broader information 
about how empathy can be 

applied to tackle racism in many 
different areas of life, includ-
ing family dynamics, politics, 
health care, higher education 
and relationships, adding con-
text with historical details and 
academic references.

One of the biggest areas where 
she saw racial inequality mani-
fest in her life was in the health 
system. Givens said that the 
questions that would drive her 
to write the book started after 
her father died of a sudden heart 
attack in 2001.

“I would go on to lose several 
other family members in that 
first decade of the new millen-
nium — most of them to pre-
ventable illnesses,” she wrote.

The impacts of race on 
health continued to inspire her 
research and advocacy. Particu-
larly striking is data that African 
American women, regardless 
of their class or education, are 

more likely to die of maternal 
mortality than their white coun-
terparts, she said.

While living in Austin, Texas, 
Givens started “Take Back the 
Trail,” an initiative that encour-
aged women in East Austin to 
get out and exercise and provid-
ed them with healthy food dona-
tions, check-ins and mentoring.

As further confirmation of 
the ways that racial inequal-
ity shapes health, she said, she 
finished writing the book in 
the middle of a pandemic that 
has disproportionately harmed 
Black and Hispanic people 
throughout the U.S. Several 
of her extended family mem-
bers are front-line workers who 
became sick with COVID-19, 
she added.

Leading with empathy
Givens also describes her 

experiences with leadership, and 
notes that there is a significant 
dearth of women and minorities 
in leadership positions. She cites 
a 2018 report stating that there 
has only been one Black woman 
CEO of a Fortune 500 company, 
Ursula Burns of Xerox, who 
retired in 2016.

“Here we are in 2021, and 
we’re still just breaking into 
some parts of society,” she said.

Givens plans to take on her 

own guidance as an academic 
leader and advocate for diversity 
in a new position she recently 
accepted at McGill University 
in Montreal, where she will be 
teaching as a part-time faculty 
member and working as provost, 
academic lead and adviser tack-
ling anti-Black racism. She plans 
to continue to spend summer 
and winter breaks in Menlo Park. 

While many universities have 
diversity initiatives, she said, 
she was especially drawn to this 
position because of its emphasis 
on addressing anti-Black rac-
ism, which has “been part of 
our country for 400 years,” she 
said. “It’s intractable. It’s some-
thing we’ve all internalized, 
and the only way to break it 
down is if we all take individual 
responsibility for tearing down 
structural racism, particularly 
against Black people.” 

“It could change higher ed, if 
we’re successful,” she added.

Moving forward
As Givens describes it, radi-

cal empathy means having two 
kinds of empathy: emotional 
empathy, or feeling how anoth-
er person feels, and cognitive 
empathy, or understanding how 
another person sees the world. 
It also involves taking action 
to change structural inequality 

beyond just being nice to other 
people, she said.

“We all have to understand 
that we live in this society that’s 
built around structural racism 
... and it’s not just structural 
racism, it’s inequality,” she said.

Her recommended steps to 
build radical empathy are to be 
willing to be vulnerable, become 
grounded in who you are, open 
yourself up to learn about and 
understand other people’s expe-
riences, practice empathy, take 
action, create change and build 
trust.

Despite the daunting inequal-
ity and structural racism that 
persists, Givens said she draws 
her inspiration to keep fighting 
them from both past generations 
and young people.

“I can’t forget that my grand-
father was a sharecropper in 
Louisiana, and my mother was 
a seamstress, and I got a Ph.D.,” 
she said. “And my children are 
going to have great opportuni-
ties because of my education, 
and ... (are) getting great edu-
cations. In the end, I do see 
progress.”

People interested in purchas-
ing the book can access it at 
is.gd/radicalempathy. A

Email Staff Writer Kate 
Bradshaw at kbradshaw@

almanacnews.com.

RADICAL EMPATHY
continued from page 5

‘Here we are in 
2021, and we’re still 
just breaking into 

some parts  
of society.’

TERRI GIVENS
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OUR SPRING 
COLLECTION 
OF HOMES

Whether you are buying, 

selling, or renting a home – 

our growing number of local 

real estate experts are here 

to streamline your experience 

with exceptional service, 

strategic marketing, and 

industry-leading technology. 
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 
License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from 

notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

578 University Avenue, Palo Alto

1377 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

2930 Woodside Drive, Woodside

167 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos

compass.com
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2 4 6  MOUN TA I N  HOM E  ROA D,  WO OD S I DE
S

O
L

D

Colleen Foraker

89 0  ROB B  ROA D,  PA L O  A LTO

Julie Tsai Law

2 3 7  M A PAC H E  DR I V E ,  P ORTOLA  VA LLE Y

Yamina Wu

1 2 3 9 8  STON EBRO OK  DR I V E,  LO S  A LTO S  H I LL S

Edie Halenbeck

5 42  C EN T E R  DR I V E ,  PA L O  A LTO

S
O

L
D

Umang Sanchorawala

2 6 3  C H U RC H I LL  AV EN U E ,  PA L O  A LTO

Derk Brill
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1 0 5 6  UN I V E RS I T Y  AV EN U E ,  PA L O  A LTO

Michael Hall and Tricia Soliz

14 0 0  H A M I LTON  AV EN U E ,  PA L O  A LTO 

P
E

N
D

IN
G

Carol Carnevale, Nicole Aron & James Steele Team 

6 5 9  S PA RGU R  DR I V E ,  L O S  A LTO S

S
O

L
D

Sophia Xu

9 18  STA N LE Y  AV EN U E ,  L O S  A LTO S

S
O

L
D

Colleen Foraker

8 0 7  E .  GR E EN W IC H  P LAC E ,  PA L O  A LTO

S
O

L
D

Arti Miglani

2 1 5 0  S H A RON  ROA D,  M EN L O  PA R K 

Carol Carnevale, Nicole Aron & James Steele Team 

S
O

L
D
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3 4 0  K I NG S  MOUN TA I N  ROA D,  WO OD S I DE
P

E
N

D
IN

G

Sean Foley
650.207.6005

3 7 1 0  T R I P P  ROA D,  WO OD S I DE

S
O

L
D

Jean-Luc Laminette

14 1 3  DA NA  AV EN U E ,  PA L O  A LTO

S
O

L
D

Umang Sanchorawala

1 1 2 6 1  M AGDA LENA  ROA D,  L O S  A LTO S  H I LL S

Julie Tsai Law
650.799.8888

3 9 5 0  SA N D  H I LL  ROA D,  WO OD S I DE

Lizbeth Rhodes Michele Harkov

16 9  A NGE LA  DR I V E ,  L O S  A LTO S

P
E

N
D

IN
G

Kathleen Wilson
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5 0 7  M AGDA LENA  AV EN U E ,  L O S  A LTO S

S
O

L
D

Sophie Tsang

2 14 1  ST E R LI NG  AV EN U E ,  M EN L O  PA R K

S
O

L
D

Sophia Xu

1 2 2 0  B E R NA L  AV EN U E ,  BU R LI NGA M E

Karin Klint Riley

2 4 0  WA LT E R  H AYS  DR I V E ,  PA L O  A LTO

S
O

L
D

Carolyn Aarts Keddington

Bambace Peterson Team

Dana Bambace

 

Mark Peterson

 

3 1 1 0  BA N DE R A  DR I V E ,  PA L O  A LTO

Julie Tsai Law

P
E

N
D

IN
G
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1 27  R I NC ONA DA  AV EN U E ,  PA L O  A LTO

S
O

L
D

Lori Buecheler Sherry Bucolo

70 5  CAS I TA  WAY,  L O S  A LTO S

S
O

L
D

Susan Sims

6 5 5  CA M E LLI A  WAY,  L O S  A LTO S

P
E

N
D

IN
G

Stacey Woods

3 8 0 3  NAT H A N  WAY,  PA L O  A LTO

S
O

L
D

Arti Miglani

19 1 1  BA R BA R A  DR I V E ,  PA L O  A LTO 
P

E
N

D
IN

G

Carol Carnevale, Nicole Aron & James Steele Team 

14 5 0 1  ROLA N D  CA N YON  R D,  MON T E R EY  C OUN T Y

Bambace Peterson Team

Dana Bambace

 

Mark Peterson
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4 6 2  P E T T I S  AV EN U E ,  MOUN TA I N  V I E W
S

O
L

D

Sophia Xu

3  W I N T E RC R E E K ,  P ORTOLA  VA LLE Y 

Carol Carnevale, Nicole Aron & James Steele Team 

2 2 0  E LY  P LAC E ,  PA L O  A LTO

S
O

L
D

Nadr Essabhoy Sam Essabhoy

2 8 8  F E R N E  AV EN U E ,  PA L O  A LTO

Lynn Wilson Roberts

 

Denise Simons 

879  N E W E LL  P LAC E ,  PA L O  A LTO

P
E

N
D

IN
G

Julie Tsai Law

279  LA K E V I E W  WAY,  R E DWO OD  C I T Y

Lizbeth Rhodes

S
O

L
D
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3 0 5  CA M P E S I NO  AV EN U E ,  PA L O  A LTO
S

O
L

D

Lynne Mercer

3 1 5  HOM E R  AV EN U E ,  UN I T  3 0 9,  PA L O  A LTO 

Carol Carnevale, Nicole Aron & James Steele Team 

6 8 6  M AY B E LL  AV EN U E ,  PA L O  A LTO

P
E

N
D

IN
G

Denise Simons

9 7 7  T E R R AC E  DR I V E ,  L O S  A LTO S

John Forsyth James

1 5 3 8  N I LDA  AV EN U E ,  MOUN TA I N  V I E W 

S
O

L
D

Carol Carnevale, Nicole Aron & James Steele Team 

1 0 8 5  R EMS EN  C OU RT,  S UNN Y VA LE

Lynn North

S
O

L
D
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3 19 0  M A NC H E ST E R  C OU RT,  PA L O  A LTO
S

O
L

D

Denise Simons

19 5 3  N E WCAST LE  DR I V E ,  L O S  A LTO S

Barb Conkin-Orrock

4 0 6 2  B EN  L OMON D  DR I V E ,  PA L O  A LTO

S
O

L
D

Anna Park

6 3 4  F U LTON  ST R E E T,  PA L O  A LTO

S
O

L
D

Carolyn Aarts Keddington

2 2 3  R A P LE Y  R A NC H  ROA D,  LA  HON DA 

Carol Carnevale, Nicole Aron & James Steele Team 

2 2 9 4  P R I NC E TON  ST R E E T,  PA L O  A LTO

Lori Buecheler

P
E

N
D

IN
G
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79 6  GR E E R  ROA D,  PA L O  A LTO

Kathleen Wilson

1 0 0 2  LA K E V I E W  WAY,  EM E R A LD  H I LL S

S
O

L
D

Colleen Foraker

1 2 2 2  E LDE R B E R RY  DR I V E ,  S UNN Y VA LE

Derk Brill

74 9  DU RS H I R E  WAY,  S UNN Y VA LE

S
O

L
D

Sophie Tsang

1 1 5 5  CA RV E R  P LAC E ,  MOUN TA I N  V I E W

P
E

N
D

IN
G

Sophia Xu

17 17  H U LL  AV EN U E ,  R E DWO OD  C I T Y

Lizbeth Rhodes
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4 0 6 2  E L  CA M I NO  WAY,  PA L O  A LTO

S
O

L
D

Anna Park

16 0 2  C LE E  ST R E E T,  B E LMON T

P
E

N
D

IN
G

Colleen Foraker

2 0 8 0  M A R IC H  WAY  # 1 ,  MOUN TA I N  V I E W

Lynn Wilson Roberts

 

DRE 01814885

Anne Wilson 
Roberts

F LY I NG  F I S H  ST R E E T,  FO ST E R  C I T Y

Ling Lau

C
O

M
IN

G
 S

O
O

N
3 5 8  WO ODH A MS  ROA D,  SA N TA  C LA R A

Lizbeth Rhodes

S
O

L
D

4 3 1  C OLLE GE  AV EN U E ,  PA L O  A LTO

S
O

L
D

Sophie Tsang
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1  W.  E DI T H  AV EN U E ,  L O S  A LTO S 
S

O
L

D

Kathleen Wilson

4 0 0  ORT E GA  AV EN U E  # 2 2 0 ,  MOUN TA I N  V I E W

S
O

L
D

Anna Park

2 0 18  LYON  AV EN U E ,  B E LMON T

John Forsyth James Liz Rhodes

1734 WEST EL CAMINO REAL,  #5 ,  MOUNTAIN VIEW

P
E

N
D

IN
G

Ling Lau

3 1 5 0  M I DDLE F I E LD  ROA D,  PA L O  A LTO

Julie Tsai Law

4 0 1  H A R R I S ON  ST R E E T,  1 5A ,  SA N  F R A NC I S C O

Arti Miglani
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Embarcadero Media’s the Peninsula Foodist and Facebook have come together to celebrate our local 

restaurants and give back to the community. As a local business ourselves, we at Embarcadero 

Media understand the hardships restaurants have faced during the pandemic and we wanted to find a 

way to connect our communities with local restaurants who need our support. 

ONE WEEK ONLY! Select from special prix fixe menus at your local favorites or try something new 

during the first ever Peninsula Restaurant Week! 

WIN PRIZES! Diners are encouraged to share their favorite meals from Peninsula Restaurant Week on 

Instagram, Twitter and/or Facebook using #PenRestaurantWeek for a chance to win gift cards to local 

restaurants. See complete terms and conditions. 

Take-out, delivery and dine-in options available. 

Learn more at PeninsulaRestaurantWeek.com 

Join Us for

O N L I N E

May  
14 - 22R e s t a u r a n t  W e e k

P e n i n s u l a

Supporting local restaurants through Community Market Giving.  
Learn more at CommunityMarketGiving.com/support-local-restaurants

S P O N S O R S
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N E W S

By Kate Bradshaw

A 
proposal from Men-
lo Park Mayor Drew 
Combs and Councilman 

Ray Mueller to partner with 
the San Mateo County Health 
Department and Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District to bring 
vaccines to homebound seniors 
moved forward Tuesday night, 
but not without controversy. 
 The idea is for the city to work 
with the county and fire district 
to hold a pilot program in vul-
nerable areas covered by the fire 
district, including Menlo Park, 
East Palo Alto and unincor-
porated Menlo Park. The pilot 
program would likely be limited 
to just 20 people, Mueller said. 
 While 76% of Menlo Park 
residents have been vaccinated 
against COVID-19, according 
to county health data, as of 
about two weeks ago, only about 
10% of homebound county 
residents have received their 

vaccinations, Mueller said. 
 One challenge that county 
health leaders have faced in pro-
viding vaccines to homebound 
residents is that vaccinations 
have been required to be pro-
vided by registered nurses, and 
that going into people’s homes 
takes more time than at mass 
vaccination sites, he said. 
 The county is interested in 
the initiative and has contact-
ed Blue Shield of California, 
which is administering the 
state’s vaccination network, to 
see if it would be able to get 
permission to use paramedics, 
such as those employed by the 
fire district, to administer the 
vaccines. The city would par-
ticipate by conducting outreach 
and funding whatever parts of 
the initiative are not reimburs-
able, he added. 
 If the pilot program goes well, 
he said, county health leaders 
could amplify it throughout 
San Mateo County, authorizing 

fire districts to help vaccinate 
people who are homebound. 
 Three council members — 
Mueller, Combs and Council-
woman Jen Wolosin — ulti-
mately agreed to authorize city 
staff to talk with county health 
officials at a meeting scheduled 
for Wednesday to develop a 
scope for the pilot project, and 
remain open to potentially pro-
viding some limited support to 
the initiative, such as funding 
or public outreach to develop a 
list of homebound seniors in the 
city. 
 Wolosin said she was open 
to exploring the city’s limited 
participation in the pilot and 
encouraged the organizers to 
consult with the county’s vac-
cination equity task force. 
 However, the proposal gen-
erated pushback from others. 
Vice Mayor Betsy Nash said 
that she opposed it because 
vaccinating people is not part 
of what cities generally do and 

because Menlo Park already 
has a long to-do list. “It’s out of 
the scope of what we normally 
do and I just don’t see taking 
resources away from something 
else,” she said. 
  Councilwoman Cecilia Tay-
lor opposed the idea because 
she has been working with the 
county’s vaccine equity task 
force and said she didn’t agree 
with the process that Muel-
ler had taken in bringing the 
proposal forward, arguing that 
he should have been part of the 
task force conversations and 
done more outreach to home-
bound seniors first. 
 Lynne Bramlett, board mem-
ber of MPC Ready, an emergen-
cy preparedness community 
group, objected to the fact that 
Mueller had left the City Coun-
cil meeting via Zoom to briefly 
present information about the 
proposal to the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District board, 
which also meets on Tuesday 

nights but only once per month. 
She also objected to the pro-
posal based largely on concerns 
about the process, saying more 
outreach and research should 
have been done first.
 Separately, but nearly simul-
taneously, the fire district 
board ultimately approved a 
general motion of support for 
the idea, voting unanimously to 
express support for local efforts 
to increase access to COVID-19 
vaccinations for vulnerable 
populations and be willing to 
work with local governments 
to support vaccine initiatives 
so long as they are approved by 
the San Mateo County Health 
Department. 
 The proposal will come back 
to the City Council for approval 
once more details are ironed 
out, Mueller said. A

Email Staff Writer Kate 
Bradshaw at kbradshaw@

almanacnews.com.

Council splits on pilot to deliver vaccines to homebound seniors

Honda, Cal Fire and the San 
Mateo County Public Works 
Department have been cutting 
back vegetation to create shaded 
fuel breaks, areas where the 
understory growth has been 
thinned out or removed to keep 
fires from spreading into the tree 
canopy.
 In San Mateo County, work 
will begin this summer in Hud-
dart and Wunderlich county 
parks to thin forest floor vegeta-
tion, remove dead trees and take 
out small trees up to 8 inches 
in diameter. Crews will also 
clear tall, dense brush along the 
parks’ boundaries, fire roads and 
residential roads to maintain 
routes for evacuation, emergency 
response and firefighting.
 The work is being done through 
a partnership of the San Mateo 
Resource Conservation District 
and San Mateo County Parks 
and funded by Cal Fire as part 
of the California Climate Invest-
ments Program, according to a 
statement from the county parks 
department.
 The program will treat 218 
acres in Huddart and 184 acres 
in Wunderlich over the next three 
years. Both sites are located where 
forest land abuts residences, the 
so-called wildland-urban inter-
face, the parks department and 
conservation district said in a 
joint statement.
 “These projects are vital to 
protecting our local forests. The 
2020 CZU fires showed us that 
fire knows no borders. For-
est management at Wunderlich 
and Huddart county parks will 
improve the health of these 

forest ecosystems, enhance their 
resistance to catastrophic fire, 
and help our communities be 
safer,” said Kellyx Nelson, execu-
tive director of the San Mateo 
Resource Conservation District, 
in the statement.
 Improving forest health can 
also help store an estimated 
13,500 metric tons of greenhouse 
gases that contribute to climate 
change, San Mateo County Parks 
noted.

 Midpeninsula Regional Open 
Space District has already been 
working on wildland fire safety, 
Leigh Ann Gessner, Midpen 
spokesperson, said in an email.
 It has removed eucalyptus on 
a critical evacuation route along 
Page Mill Road in partnership 
with the city of Palo Alto and 
the Santa Clara County FireSafe 
Council. It also created a new, 
shaded fuel break in Coal Creek 
Preserve along 2.5 miles of exist-
ing roads and trails. Upcom-
ing projects include a proposed 
ecological restoration project for 
wildland fire protection and 
fuels management at Bear Creek 
Redwoods Open Space Preserve. 
The district will hold a public 
presentation on the project at the 
April 28 board meeting, she said.
 When fire weather strikes, 
the district will close some 
preserves and take other pre-
cautions to prevent fires being 

sparked, she said.
 Staff members are also consid-
ering a new policy for closing pre-
serves during periods of extreme-
ly poor air quality when levels of 
smoke and other particulates are 
harmful, such as what the region 
experienced last summer during 
the CZU fire, but that plan isn’t 
finalized, she added.
 Long term, Midpen’s newly 
developed Wildland Fire Resil-
iency Program would expand its 
vegetation management to reduce 
wildland fire risk and increase 
fire suppression. The board will 
consider certifying the program’s 
Environmental Impact Report at 
a public meeting on May 12 at 5 
p.m.
 The plan “will enable Midpen 
to increase its fuel reduction 
work by over 600%. Additional 
funding will be critical with 
the cost of our increased work 
plan projected to be approxi-
mately $36 million over 10 

years,” Gessner said.
 Funding from the state would 
also be welcome to jump-start a 
project goal of the multiple-agen-
cy Los Gatos Creek Watershed 
Collaborative, said Seth Shalet, 
executive director of the Santa 
Clara County FireSafe Council, 
a member of the collaborative. 
The collaborative is hoping for a 
forest health grant, one of Cali-
fornia’s targeted initiatives. The 
project would treat more than 
900 acres to reduce fire hazards 
as part of a multiple-year pro-
gram, he said.
 The FireSafe Council is also just 
starting to work through a back-
log of vegetation management 
projects that were pushed back 
due to COVID-19 challenges, 
Shalet said. Planned projects for 
this year include work along criti-
cal escape routes, including along 
upper Highway 9 in Saratoga and 
in northern Santa Clara County 
along Highway 35 and the Alpine 

Road area. The work would start 
near the Skyline Ridge equestrian 
parking lot entrance and north 
along Highway 35 through Rus-
sian Ridge until the funds run 
out, he said.
 The council mainly works on 
less complex projects that involve 
the public and public education, 
focusing on defensible space to 
address what he calls “home-
ignition zones.” People can clean 
up their properties to keep them 
safer from fire should it break out. 
 Gessner agreed that public 
awareness is key to preventing 
wildfires.
 “With the dry conditions this 
year, we all need to do our part 
and stay vigilant. According to 
Cal Fire, 95% of wildland fires in 
California are sparked by peo-
ple,” she said. A

Email Staff Writer Sue 
Dremann at sdremann@

paweekly.com.

WILDFIRE
continued from page 1

Magali Gauthier

Nicholas 
Gurr of 
Cal Fire 
monitors 
a fire of 
burned 
logs 
during a 
controlled 
burn at the 
entrance 
of Huddart 
Park in 
Woodside 
on Feb. 18, 
2020. 

‘The 2020 CZU fires 
showed us that fire 
knows no borders.’
KELLYX NELSON, SAN MATEO 

RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
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 Walk-in availability may 
be limited, so donors should 
make an appointment online 
at bit.ly/wfpd426 or by calling 
888-723-7831. 
 Novo Construction will host 
a community blood drive with 
Stanford Blood Center from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thursday, 
April 29, at 1460 O’Brien Drive 
in Menlo Park.
 Register at bit.ly/novo429 or 
call 888-723-7831. 
 Mehta Plastic Surgery is host-
ing a blood drive in the Blood-
mobile at Atherton Square-Mehta 
Plastic Surgery, 3351 El Camino 

Real in Atherton on Friday, April 
30, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 Donors at the Atherton event 
will be offered a voucher for a 
free sandwich at any Bay Area 
Jersey Mike’s Subs location.
 Register at tinyurl.com/
athertonblooddrive. 
 Contact givebloodSBC@stan-
ford.edu or call 888-723-7831 
with questions.
 Donors are required to wear 
a mask and advised to eat well, 
stay hydrated and arrive with 
their donor ID or a valid state-
issued photo identification. 
Donors with all blood types are 
welcome, but there’s always a 
special need for type O blood. 
O-negative blood can be used 

in recipients of any blood type, 
and is often used for trauma 
and pediatric patients.

Portola Valley wildflower 
series talk
 Beginning on Monday, April 
26, the Portola Valley Nature 
and Science Committee will host 
a six-part, monthly Zoom series 
on wildflowers. Longtime Por-
tola Valley resident Dan Quinn 
will show pictures of flowers in 
bloom that month and provide 
information about each flower, 
such its uses for food or medici-
nal purposes, unique character-
istics and how they contribute to 
the ecosystem.
 The presentation will start at 

7:30 p.m and will be followed by 
a Q&A period.
 The series continues on May 
27, June 24, July 29 and Aug. 
26. Join the April 26 event at 
wildflowertalkapril26.

—Angela Swartz

Ann’s Coffee Shop 
launches GoFundMe
  Ann’s Coffee Shop celebrated 
its last day of a 75-year run on 
April 19, as mother-and-son 
owners Nicki Poulos and George 
Paplos recruited friends and 
family to keep their doors open 
long enough to say goodbye to 
the community. 
 Poulos’ son and daughter, 
Paplos and Elaine Poulos, have 

created a GoFundMe campaign 
to help their mother pay off 
her mortgage and support her 
retirement. 
 “This year, a combination of 
(COVID-19) and rent prices has 
put Ann’s, and Nicki herself, in 
a precarious position,” the cam-
paign states. “The building sold 
prematurely before the lease’s 
expiration due to rent spikes, 
though Nicki had planned to run 
it for a few more years to pay off 
her mortgage.” 
 As of the morning of April 21, 
it had raised about $3,700 toward 
a $7,500 goal. 
 People can view the campaign 
at is.gd/anns21. 

—Kate Bradshaw

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
continued from page 6

getting a smaller dose. Research-
ers will test blood samples to 
check for antibodies and closely 
monitor patients for signs of a 
fever, headache, muscle aches 
and other possible side effects 
before ramping up dose sizes for 
later cohorts.
 It’s too early to say what the 
results will be, but Maldonado 
said she’s optimistic.
 “We know that Pfizer did 
submit data for 12- to 15-year-
old (children), and apparently 
at the adult dose, they did get a 
very robust immune response,” 

she said. “We’re hoping that will 
be true for the younger kids as 
well.”
 Children will be the last group 
of people eligible for the vac-
cine, partly due to the nature 
of COVID-19 and the threat it 
poses to them. Early on in the 
pandemic and at the start of vac-
cine development, the belief was 
that children didn’t get infected, 
and if they did, they didn’t get 
sick, Maldonado said. 
 Those views, coupled with the 
decision to shut down schools 
and cancel social events, cre-
ated a perception that children 
were immune to the virus. But 
the thinking has changed since 

then, Maldonado said. Children 
do get sick, and they are at risk 
of serious long-term symptoms 
after contracting the virus.
 “There have been thousands 
of hospitalizations, and over 300 
children have died,” she said. “It 
is deadly and fatal in children. 
It’s not common, but it’s not rare 
either.”
 Data from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) show that more than 2.4 
million children age 5 to 17 have 
tested positive for COVID-19 
in the U.S., followed by nearly 
500,000 children ages 0 to 4. 
That’s a total of 2.9 million cases, 
or 11.9% of all cases in the country.

 Researchers are moving fast 
to extend vaccine eligibility to 
children in an effort to reach so-
called herd immunity, in which 
at least 70% of the population 
has been immunized and largely 
prevents the virus from spread-
ing. Census data shows children 
under age 18 make up close to a 
quarter of the population, mak-
ing them an essential part in 
reaching that target.
 Stanford is expected to par-
ticipate in trials involving older 
children later this spring, and 
the current forecast is that the 
Pfizer vaccine will be available 
for children under age 12 by 
2022.

 “We have pretty strong evi-
dence that approval for (those) 
12 to 15 years old might happen 
before the summer, we’re hop-
ing. But for those under 12, it’s 
not likely we’ll see something 
before the end of the year,” Mal-
donado said.
 Though the first phase of the 
Pfizer trial at Stanford is already 
fully enrolled with volunteers, 
residents can still sign up to par-
ticipate in future phases. Anyone 
interested can apply online  
redcap.stanford.edu. A

Email Staff Writer Kevin 
Forestieri at kforestieri@ 

mv-voice.com.

CHILDREN’S VACCINES
continued from page 1

 Nat Medina, manager of Fire-
house Bistro, located at 2991 
Woodside Road, said he is “on 
board with the petition” and 
signed it since more outdoor 
space would increase business. 
In August, the Woodside Town 
Council allowed the owners of 
Firehouse Bistro to create addi-
tional outdoor seating for diners 
by exploring a “soft closure,” 
using a chain to block vehicles, 
with the idea that the chain 
could easily be removed by fire 
or other emergency personnel 
needing access. Dining areas 

would still be protected by solid 
barriers, but arranged in a way 
that allows emergency vehicles 
to get through. 
 Karey Walker, a spokesper-
son for San Francisco-based 
Bacchus Management Group, 
the owner and operator of The 
Village Bakery, said in an email 
that the restaurant supports the 
petition.
 “As an added bonus, the 
effort will help improve the 
overcrowded parking situation,” 
she noted. “It was important to 
us that the plan did not impact 
the local horse trails, which are 
central to the community spirit 
of Woodside. And even more 

importantly, the improved park-
ing will be privately funded by 
the Roberts family, and not cost 
residents any money.” 
 Measure J, approved by the 
voters in 1988, did two things. It 
prohibited development of com-
mercial or office space on a then 
vacant, town-owned parcel near 
where Town Hall is now located. 
Second, it required residential 
properties within and adjoining 
Town Center to remain in resi-
dential use unless commercial 
parking on those properties had 
been permitted prior to June 1, 
1988. 
 Measure 1, approved by vot-
ers the following year, created 

an exception to Measure J’s 
requirement that residential 
parcels in Town Center remain 
in residential use. Upon its 
approval by the voters, resi-
dentially zoned parcels in the 
Woodside Road Whiskey Hill 
Road Parking Assessment Dis-
trict were authorized to be 
improved to provide access, 
parking and open space — as 
shown in the 1989 Town Center 
site plan — so long as at least 
50% of the residential par-
cels were maintained in open 
space. Approval of Measure 1 
allowed the town to construct 
Town Hall parking and access 
improvements which now serve 

Town Hall, commercial busi-
nesses in the Town Center and 
the public.
 There have been no further 
amendments to these land use 
regulations in the Town Center 
since 1989, according to the town.
 Conditional use permits 
would be required prior to mak-
ing any changes to these parcels.
 If an initiative is approved by 
voters, it could only be modi-
fied or repealed in the future by 
a majority vote of Woodside 
voters. A

Email Staff Writer  
Angela Swartz at aswartz@

almanacnews.com.

PETITION
continued from page 8

younger residents are feeling less 
of an impetus.
 Rogers of San Mateo County 
said while much progress has 
been made, there are still many 
variables that could reverse the 
forward momentum. It’s still a 
race to get everyone vaccinated 
before a variant emerges that 
is resistant to the vaccine or is 
much more deadly.
 “Forty percent of adult resi-
dents need to be vaccinated. 
We still have a long way to go,” 
she said. 

Comprehensive COVID-19 
coverage
 View interactive charts track-
ing the spread of the coronavi-
rus in San Mateo and Santa 
Clara counties online at paloal-
toonline.atavist.com/tracking-
the-coronavirus. Find a compre-
hensive collection of coverage 
on the Midpeninsula’s response 
to the new coronavirus by The 
Almanac and its sister publica-
tions, Palo Alto Online, and the 
Mountain View Voice, at tinyurl. 
com/c19-Almanac. A

CalMatters and Bay City News 
Service contributed to this report.

CORONAVIRUS
continued from page 7

 Despite the supply limitations 
for the health department, Rog-
ers said the county does not 
appear to be negatively or dispro-
portionately affected compared 
to neighboring counties.
 For example, Rogers said that 
San Francisco is receiving about 
1.3 times the number of doses 
received by San Mateo County 
and its eligible population is 
about 1.2 times that of San 
Mateo.
 As of Monday, 63% of 
San Mateo County’s eligible 

population had received at least 
the first dose of the vaccine com-
pared to 64% in San Francisco.
 This week in San Mateo Coun-
ty, neighborhood vaccination 
clinics continued in Daly City, 
East Palo Alto, North Fair Oaks, 
San Mateo, South San Francisco 
and Pescadero/La Honda, which 
are some of the communities 

hardest hit by the pandemic. Just 
over half — 51% — of individuals 
in the county’s most vulnerable 
communities have received the 
vaccine.
 For more information on vac-
cination efforts in San Mateo 
County, visit smchealth.org/
covid-19-vaccination-program-
overview. A

VACCINE SUPPLY
continued from page 5 Your COVID-19 vaccine questions — answered

We’ve compiled a list of who can currently get vaccinated in 
San Mateo and Santa Clara counties, plus answers to common 
questions and links to resources. Access the page at tinyurl.com/
COVIDvaccinequestions. Have a question? Send it to editor@
paweekly.com and we’ll do our best to answer it.
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the end of the school year to 
become the district’s director of 
small schools. “It’s a priority for 
summer and it’s a priority for 
fall.”
 Interim Superintendent Crys-
tal Leach said that the district 
is aiming to bring students 
back at 100% capacity in the 
fall. Of the 9,300 students in 
the district, those who opted to 
return to campuses are divided 
into four groups (A, B, C and 
D), according to the reopen-
ing plan. For example, groups 
A and B attend Mondays and 
Tuesdays, and groups C and D 
on Thursdays and Fridays. On 
Wednesdays, all students do 
lessons remotely.
 Rick-Kennel also said that the 
school’s “traumatic” lockdown 
— after someone called in a 
threat to “shoot up” the school 
on students’ second day back 
on campus April 6 — has left 
the school community “reeling” 
and “recovering.” 
 The incident also highlighted 
the disconnect between coro-
navirus protocols and lock-
down, in which students and 
teachers have no choice but to 
be inside together with doors 
and windows closed, which 
limits the ventilation needed 
to prevent the spread of COV-
ID-19. In one case, 18 students 
locked down in one portable, 
she said. 
 Edith Salvatore, Sequoia 
District Teachers Association 
president, said she inquired 
with the district about getting 
extra COVID-19 testing and 
whether quarantines are need-
ed, as teachers and students 
were forced to shelter in place 
— up to three hours for some 
— in closed-up rooms. In some 
cases, students were brought in 
from the athletic fields and did 
not have masks.
 “I think we have forgotten 
COVID is still out there, even 
though the cases are low,” she 
said. “We’ve got AP (Advanced 
Placement) testing, we have 
every athletic team going. I 
don’t know how we’re going to 
contact trace if we have a posi-
tive case. ... I have no doubt we 
will be 100% in the fall if this 
trend continues, I just want to 
remind us all this is a reality. I 
knock on wood that we don’t 
have a positive case, but if we 
do, everyone’s going to get 
notified.”
 Sequoia High School Prin-
cipal Sean Priest shared the 
same sentiments as Rick-
Kennel about the difficul-
ties of reopening during the 
pandemic.
 “Let’s start to really focus on 
the fall and get the work we’re 
way behind on really ramped 
up,” he said. 

‘Divide’ between parents 
and teachers
 Board members and principals 
expressed their concerns about 
the divide that seems to have 
formed between parents, teach-
ers and administrators during 
the pandemic. 
 At one point during the meet-
ing, one parent from the group 
Reopen SUHSD, a coalition 
of parents, students, teachers 
and community members that 
has advocated for in-person 
learning, said he didn’t feel as 
if students’ needs are being pri-
oritized and that the teachers 
union’s role is not to advocate for 
students. 
 East Palo Alto Academy Prin-
cipal Amika Guillaume said that 
parents have said some “offen-
sive” things about teachers and 
that reopening is not a simple 
maneuver. At East Palo Alto 
Academy, 25% of the student 
body is back on campus, with 
many students not being able 
to return because they’re work-
ing to support their families or 
providing child care for family 
members. Only 77% are attend-
ing classes regularly, compared 
to the usual 94% to 96%, she 
noted.
 “We are nothing without our 
teachers,” she said. “We’ll con-
tinue to have a divide if we don’t 
call people out for being offen-
sive about what our teachers 

do; for truly not thinking of the 
complexity of what we’re trying 
to get done here.”
 Newly elected trustee Shaw-
neece Stevenson turned to long-
time district employees Rick-
Kennel and Bonnie Hansen, 
assistant superintendent of edu-
cational services, during the 
April 14 meeting for insights 
on the district’s inner work-
ings and guidance on how to 
bridge the chasm. Rick-Kennel 
said that district officials have 
always been good about gather-
ing stakeholder input, but that 
the pandemic has “thrown us all 
for a loop because it’s impacting 
everyone so deeply.” 
 “I disagree that the union is 
advocating only for their teach-
ers; I don’t think teachers come 
in thinking their purpose is not 
to teach students,” Stevenson 
said. “There is a lot of mistrust 
between how we interact with 
each other. We’re so frustrated 
we’re not accessing our executive 
function; we are under stress and 
don’t always get all the details. 
How do we get on the same page 
and say ‘We are here for the 
kids.’”

April 19 expansion
 Effective Monday, April 19, 
about 500 students are allowed 
back on M-A’s campus per 
day, said Rick-Kennel in an 

email. M-A’s total enrollment 
this school year is 2,371 students.
 The same day, Woodside High 
School planned to welcome 
300 students for the Monday 
and Tuesday cohort and then 
another 300 students Thursday 
and Friday for the remainder of 
the year, said Principal Diane 
Burbank in an email. Overall, 
33% of the school’s roughly 1,906 
students opted to return to cam-
pus this spring (about 600 stu-
dents), she said during the board 
meeting. The return was not 
equitable, with white students 
overrepresented by 23% and His-
panic students underrepresented 

by 12%. It did not “mirror the 
school-wide demographic.” 
 The school sorted students 
so that even at 50% capacity, 
students have 6 feet distance 
between desks.  
 “The break and lunches will 
be where students need to be 
reminded about distancing — 
and to pick up the free morning 
snack and lunches in the Multi 
Use Room (MUR),” she said.
 Watch the full April 14 meet-
ing at tinyurl.com/seqapril14. A

Email Staff Writer Angela 
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

SEQUOIA
continued from page 5
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Marjorie Hausmann
June 18, 1925 – April 8, 2021

Marjorie Sutherland Hausmann 
died peacefully on April 8, 2021 
surrounded by her family. Marge 
was born on June 18, 1925 in 
Portland, OR to William and Helen 
Sutherland. She and her 2 siblings 
spent most of their childhood in 
Portland. She graduated from 
Grant High School and Oregon 
State University where she was a 
Home Economics major. At OSU, 
she was proud to be a member of 
the Kappa Kappa Gamma soror-
ity and the Mortar Board Honor 
Society which provided her with life-long friendships. After 
graduation, she moved to San Francisco where she worked for 
Shell Oil Company and where she met her husband, Robert (Bob) 
Hausmann. They were married in Palo Alto in 1953 and moved to 
Los Altos to start their family. In 1962 they moved to Portola Valley 
where they raised their 4 children. In 2005, after selling the family 
home, she moved to the Vi at Palo Alto. 

Marge was known to all for her generous and positive spirit, al-
ways putting others first and her warm welcoming smile. She was a 
devoted and loving mom. Whether coaching a sports team, teach-
ing cooking in 4H, helping in the classroom or driving on countless 
field trips, she was always involved. She was also a wonderful Nani 
to her 3 grandchildren, whom she adored. She was their #1 fan and 
could always be found at their school and sporting events cheering 
them on. Family was everything to her and she would gather fam-
ily and friends for any occasion. She was an excellent baker and her 
snickerdoodle cookies were an all- time favorite at any gathering! 

Marge had numerous interests and was always willing to try 
something new. She was active in bowling, golf and tennis leagues 
as well as her hiking groups. The “walkie talkies” could often be 
seen hiking the many trails of Portola Valley. She loved to travel 
and saw much of the world, primarily with her children and her 
sister. She enjoyed the opera and symphony and attended many 
performances. She was an avid volunteer and was involved with 
Allied Arts Auxiliary, Lucille Packard Children’s Hospital, Filoli 
Historical House & Garden and Lively Arts at Stanford. She en-
joyed gardening- especially tending to her beautiful roses. In her 
later years, she read constantly and played bridge almost daily. An 
avid sports fan, she was particularly drawn to the Giants and the 
Warriors. She loved being a “gamer babe” and at the age of 87 at-
tended the Giants Spring Training in Scottsdale, AZ crossing that 
off her bucket list!

More than anything, she loved her family very much. There 
was never a day they didn’t know that. She is survived by her four 
children, Robert Hausmann, Sue (Mike) Davison, Mary (Rob) 
Levander and John (Eileen) Hausmann as well as her 3 grandchil-
dren Kristen, Melissa and Matthew Davison. 

She is preceded in death by her husband, Bob, her sister Helen 
Jean Sutherland, and brother William Alan Sutherland.

Donations in her memory can be made to: 
Lucille Packard Children’s Auxiliary, https://bit.ly/2Qu5FCf 
Or: Windy Hill Open Space Preserve: www.openspace.org/

preserves/windy-hill

Steve Dickman of Woodside 
passed away on Wednesday, 
April 7th after a long illness. 
Steve was born July 23, 1945 in 
Santa Barbara, California. He 
graduated from UCSB before 
attending Long Beach State 
University to earn his Master’s 
Degree in Physics. While 
there, he co-published an ar-
ticle in the Journal of Chemical 
Physics which caught the eye of 
and earned him a letter from 
Nobel Prize recipient Linus 
Pauling.

Steve’s career began at Univac in Southern California. He 
moved to the bay area in 1979 to join Dalmo Victor, which 
eventually became Northrop Grummon, where he worked 
until retirement.

A devoted and beloved family man, “Hoppa” enjoyed 
spending time with his granddaughters and attending every 
volleyball and basketball game.  Famous for his giant camp-
fires, Steve loved camping, golf, classic movies, taco night, 
lunch at the beach, and his 1958 Corvette. He and his wife 
visited all 7 continents and 49 states.

Steve is survived by Dawn, his wife of 54 years, son Jacen, 
daughter Christienne and her husband Graham, daugh-
ter Karlee, granddaughters Brighton and Makena, step-
grandsons Ethan and Sebastian, and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Services were held at the Woodside Village Chapel and 
Courtyard on Thursday, April 22, 2021 at 2 p.m. In lieu of 
flowers please consider donating to the Diabetes Research 
Institute.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Stephen T. Dickman
July 23, 1945 – April 7, 2021
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995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
WHAT THE BIKE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 286966 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
What The Bike, located at 1271 Bellair Way, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
SHERIF TADROS 
1271 Bellair Way 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 01/01/2021. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
March 16, 2021.  
(ALM Apr. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021)

LANDA CLEANING SERVICE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 287097 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Landa Cleaning Service, located at 671 
Stanford Ave., Redwood City, CA 94063, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ANA L. LANDA VERA 
671 Standord Ave. 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
March 25, 2021.  
(ALM Apr. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021)

GABRIEL V. GARCIA GARDENING SERVICES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 287154 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Gabriel V. Garcia Gardening Services, located 
at P.O. Box 51187, Palo Alto, California, 
94303, San Mateo County; Mailing address: 
1657 Purdue Ave., East Palo Alto, California 
94303.  
Registered owner(s): 
GABRIEL GARCIA VAZQUEZ 
1657 Purdue Ave. 
East Palo Alto, California 94303 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
March 29, 2021.  
(ALM Apr. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021)

NUCLEATION CAPITAL MANAGEMENT 
CLIMATE COALITION 
U.S. CLIMATE COALITION 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 287183 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
1.) Nucleation Capital Management, 2.) 
Climate Coalition, 3.) U.S. Climate Coalition, 
located at 750 Menlo Avenue, Suite 300, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo County; 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 15, Menlo Park, 
CA 94026. 
Registered owner(s): 
KIT VENTURES LLC 
18 McCormick Lane 
Atherton, CA 94027 
California  
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
March 31, 2021.  
(ALM Apr. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021)

NELSON CAPITAL 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 286974 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Nelson Capital, located at 545 Middlefield 
Road, #200, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County; Mailing address: 545 
Middlefield Road, #200, Menlo Park, CA 
94025.  
Registered owner(s): 
NELSON CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, LLC 
545 Middlefield Road, #200 

Menlo Park, CA 94025 
CALIFORNIA 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on Not Applicable. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on Mar. 
16, 2021.  
(ALM Apr. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021)

MINT CHIROPRACTIC CARE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 287217 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Mint Chiropractic Care, located at 600 
Mclellan Drive, So. San Francisco, CA 94080, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
KRISTY CARRANZA 
600 Mclellan Drive 
So. San Francisco, CA 94080 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
April 2, 2021.  
(ALM Apr. 16, 23, 30; May 7, 2021)

BUCIO TRUCKING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 287212 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Bucio Trucking, located at 909 Tinsley St. 
#E110, E. Palo Alto, CA 94303, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
N&N TRANSPORTATION LLC 
909 Tinsley St. #E110 
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303 
California 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 5/14/2019. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
April 1, 2021.  
(ALM Apr. 16, 23, 30; May 7, 2021)

AERIEL SKINNER OLYMPIC FUND. 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 287289 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Aeriel Skinner Olympic Fund., 2995 
Woodside Rd. #400, Woodside, CA 94062, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
STEVEN FLYNN 
2995 Woodside #400 
Woodside, CA 94062 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
April 9, 2021.  
(ALM Apr. 23, 30; May 7, 14, 2021)

997 All Other Legals
*** NOTICE OF LIEN SALE *** 
NOTICE OF LIEN SALE is hereby given 
pursuant to Sections 21700-21716 of the 
California Business & Professions Code, 
Section 2328 of the UCC, and Section 535 
of the Penal Code. The undersigned, Menlo-
Atherton Storage (“MAS”) in Menlo Park, CA, 
will sell via online public sale by competitive 
bidding the personal property of Henke, 
Janice C. Property to be sold: Many wood 
furniture items, sofa, many cardboard boxes 
(contents not known), bicycle, game table, 
suitcases, general household goods. 
The auction will be held online at www.
storagetreasures.com. The sale will begin 
May 1, 2021 at 9am and end on May 5, 2021 
at 9am. Goods must be paid for in CASH at 
MAS and removed at completion of the sale. 
Sale is subject to cancellation in the event 
of settlement between MAS and obligated 
party. Menlo-Atherton Storage, 3757 Haven 
Ave, Menlo Park, CA 94025 650.366.3757. 
Please refer to www.storagetreasures.com 
for all other terms and conditions governing 
the bidding and auction process. 
(ALM Apr 16, 23, 2021)

Public Notices

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com 
for assistance with your legal advertising needs.

 Jeremiah Earby was 
MacLeod’s favorite target, 
catching a touchdown pass. 
Juan Pulido connected on all 
seven of his PAT tries.
 Eric Stuart caused the fumble 
that resulted in Osorio’s touch-
down, and Jalen Moss returned 
a kickoff 67 yards to set up 
another score.
 The Bears completed their 
third consecutive undefeated 
league season, last losing a PAL 
contest in November of 2017.

—Rick Eymer

Football: Sacred Heart 
takes charge of Valpo 
Bowl in second half
 Menlo School made a game 
of it in the first half before 
heavily favored Sacred Heart 
Prep established order in the 
second half and pulled away 
for a 28-7 victory Saturday in 
the 18th edition of the Val-
paraiso Bowl.
 Menlo (4-1) struck first on a 
hook and ladder play. On third 
and 17, Sergio Beltran connect-
ed with Chris D’Alencon on a 
16-yard completion. D’Alencon 
lateraled to Carter Jung, who 
streaked down the left sideline 
to complete a 61-yard scoring 
play with 3:29 left in the first 
quarter.
 Menlo’s defense did a good 
job of stymieing the SHP 
offense for much of the first 
half. But the Gators put togeth-
er a 75-yard drive late in the 
second quarter that culminated 
with a 37-yard touchdown 
pass from Teddy Purcell to 
Zach Freire to make it 7-7 at 
halftime.
 The second half was a differ-
ent story. 
 “It was really just the atti-
tude,’’ SHP coach Mark Grieb 
said. “We started slow. Menlo 
had a great game plan against 
us. Attacking them and find-
ing a running game changed 
the whole complexion of the 
game.’’
 SHP (5-1) took the second-
half kickoff and went 67 yards 
in six plays to take the lead on 
a 3-yard run by Andrew Latu. 
Purcell hit Will Mackie for 21 
yards and Beck Anderson for 
33 yards on the drive.
 Then SHP attempted an 
onside kick, recovered it, and 
went 49 yards in seven plays — 
all on the ground. Latu’s 4-yard 
run made it a two-touchdown 
lead.
 “They did a couple things 
we weren’t expecting in the 
first half,’’ Purcell said. “We 
changed up our attack with 
some double moves and a lot of 
running up the middle in the 
second half.’’
 An interception by Ryan 

Wong gave the ball back to 
the Gators, and they scored 
their third touchdown in three 
second-half possessions when 
Paul Barton raced 29 yards on 
a reverse on the first play of 
the fourth quarter. Jonathan 
Martinez’s PAT made the score 
28-7, which held up.
 Beltran completed 17 of 28 
passes for 236 yards. But the 
Menlo ground game, which 
head coach Todd Smith con-
sidered important to his team’s 
chances of pulling off an upset, 
was held to a net 12 yards.
 “We did a good job on 
defense in the first half,’’ 
Smith said. “(Purcell) was very 
uncomfortable in the pocket. 
They found a chink in our 
armor and scored late. They 
were the better football team in 
the second half.’’ 
 After a 3-7 season in 2019, 
Menlo won all four games it 
played against Peninsula Ath-
letic League Ocean Division 
competition this season before 
losing to SHP of the PAL Bay.
 “Gratification doesn’t come 
from going 4-1,’’ Smith said. 
“Gratification comes from what 
the kids had to go through, the 
obstacles they overcame with 
COVID and six sophomores 
playing.’’
 The Gators rushed for 153 
yards. Alec Tonas led the way 
with 56 yards on 12 carries.
 “He came up huge,’’ Grieb 
said of Tonas. “We had an 
emotional victory last week (a 
29-26 win over Half Moon Bay 
decided in the final seconds) 
and it was hard to get fired up, 
even for this being the Valpo 
game. But our team rose to the 
challenge, like they have all 
year. I’m real proud.’’

—Glenn Reeves

Will there be CCS 
playoffs?
 Central Coast Section play-
offs, once thought to be an 
extremely unlikely possibility, 
are now expected to take place 
for most Season Two sports. 
 This change came about 
as the result of a California 
Department of Public Health 
directive issued earlier this 
month that allowed high school 
sports teams to play teams 
from anywhere in the state, 
rather than only within their 
own or adjacent counties. 
 Now section playoffs can 
theoretically take place at a 
central location.
 “I think team sports will all 
happen,’’ CCS commissioner 
Dave Grissom said in a phone 
interview this week.
 Grissom made a presentation 
to the CCS board of managers 
last week and will need to do 
so again at an executive com-
mittee meeting April 26. He 
doesn’t expect opposition.

 “I think everyone feels, if we 
can pull this off let’s do it,’’ 
Grissom said.
 Individual sports face bigger 
obstacles than team sports. 
Wrestling and badminton are 
unlikely to happen at all.
 “The guidance prevents play-
ing multiple opponents on 
the same day, which is what 
happens with wrestling and 
badminton,’’ Grissom said. “If 
you win one match you go on 
and face someone from another 
school in the next round. That 
being said I could make the 
argument that two wrestlers on 
a mat might not pose as much 
of a risk as 11-on-11 football.’’
 Section championships for 
other individual sports, such as 
track and swimming, have the 
chance to take place, but face 
complicating factors.
 “We would blanket the prem-
ises in swimming with 100 
schools if given approval,’’ 
Grissom said. 
 There will be no playoffs for 
Season One sports — football, 
girls volleyball, water polo, 
field hockey, cross country and 
competitive cheer.
 Not all schools are expected 
to take part. Even with a quali-
fying team or individual, a 
school might decide enough 
is enough and vote not to take 
part in playoffs, which are 
scheduled after the school year 
concludes.
 This is a particular issue in 
the Santa Clara Valley Athletic 
League, which departed from 
the section’s two-season model 
to create its own three-season 
schedule. The league set up 
that three-sport structure in 
an effort to be fair to all sports 
and to give all athletes an equal 
amount of time to compete. 
The decision was made when 
all of the Bay Area was deep 
in the purple tier and the 
prospects for section and state 
playoffs appeared dim.
 The league also faces possible 
issues with Title IX after mov-
ing girls tennis and girls golf 
into Season One.
 The league’s decision to pri-
oritize regular season, rath-
er than postseason play, has 
drawn opposition from some 
teams in the league.
 “This team we have this year 
really deserves to go to CCS 
after missing out last year due 
to COVID,’’ Palo Alto baseball 
coach Pete Fukuhara said. “I 
want to coach as many games 
with this team as I can.’’

—Rick Eymer

Read more online
 Get the latest on local prep 
sports in your inbox Monday 
through Friday by signing up  
for The Almanac’s Express  
newsletter at almanacnews.com/ 
express. A

SPORTS
continued from page 10
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Congratulations on managing what is a 

permanent crisis and know that there 

are more of us than you think who 

support independent journalism and local 

journalism.  

- Jill M. 
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You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120  
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.

WHY SUPPORT  

LOCAL  
JOURNALISM? 

Our subscribing members say it best...

“

”

WHY SUPPORT  

LOCAL  LOCAL  
JOURNALISM? JOURNALISM? 



34 The Almanac AlmanacNews.com April 23, 2021

By Paula Danz and Mark Reynolds

A 
few months into the new admin-
istration, the federal government 
is off to a roaring start on climate 

change. President Biden signed executive 
orders related to climate change in his early 
days in office, and the White House just 
introduced a proposal that elevates climate 
solutions alongside infrastructure and job 
goals. In addition, President Biden is plan-
ning to announce his upcoming climate 
plan at his climate summit with world 
leaders on Earth Day.

The latest exciting development in 
climate policy is the introduction of leg-
islation called the Energy Innovation and 
Carbon Dividend Act (HR 2307). The bill 
hit the House of Representatives on April 1, 
led by Florida Democrat Rep. Ted Deutch 
and 28 original co-sponsors, including 
local Congresswoman Anna Eshoo. Many 
thanks to Rep. Eshoo for her many years of 
tireless work on climate and environmental 
issues and for her co-sponsorship of this 
important legislation.

This policy will quickly slash our cli-
mate-changing emissions and save Ameri-
can lives by reducing pollution — and that’s 
not all. It will also spur business innovation 
and lead to affordable clean energy, and it 
will do all of this while putting money in 
people’s pockets. Let’s explore how.

First, the policy puts a steadily rising 
price on carbon pollution. This price signal 
will steer our economy away from fossil 
fuels, leading to a 30% reduction in carbon 
emissions in just five years. With this policy 
in place, America will be on the path to net-
zero carbon emissions by 2050 — a critical 
target, according to the scientific commu-
nity. That deadline comes from the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change’s 
game-changing 2018 report, where the 
authors also specified that carbon pricing, 
such as the Energy Innovation and Carbon 
Dividend Act, is “a necessary condition of 
ambitious climate policies.”

As fossil fuel use drops and emissions 
decline with this policy, public health will 
also benefit. We could save 4.5 million 
American lives over the next 50 years by 
replacing pollution with clean air. That’s 
why the Lancet Commission endorses 
carbon pricing, calling it “the single most 
powerful strategic instrument to inoculate 
human health against the risks of climate 
change.” The Energy Innovation Act has 
been endorsed by 214 California health care 
professionals, including 70 from the San 
Francisco Bay Area.

While driving these massive benefits, the 
Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend 

Act will also provide economic benefits 
to Americans. Each month, people will 
receive a carbon dividend or “carbon 
cash back” payment. In other words, the 
carbon fee revenue will go into people’s 
pockets to spend with no restrictions. 
With this policy in place, 85% of Ameri-
cans come out ahead or essentially break 
even. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen is 
a longtime supporter of this approach. 
She affirmed in her January confirma-
tion process that she is “fully supportive 
of effective carbon pricing,” adding, “I 
know that the president is as well.” In 
District 18, the Energy Innovation Act 
has the endorsement of Stanford profes-
sor and former United States Secretary of 
Energy Steven Chu, among many others.

This policy is better for business as well. 
With this bill, the government simply sets 
a predictable direction for businesses to 
move: away from carbon emissions. Then 
it’s up to businesses how to move in that 
direction. Economists expect a policy 
like the Energy Innovation Act will drive 
technological innovation, and businesses 
will provide abundant, affordable, and 
reliable clean energy in response.

Businesses seem to recognize the value 
of this approach. The U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce recently announced its sup-
port of a “market-based approach to 
accelerate emissions reductions,” and 

the Business Roundtable has explicitly 
endorsed a carbon price. In District 18, 
the Energy Reality Project (Menlo Park), 
Peninsula Democratic Coalition (Los 
Altos), Silver Mountain Vineyards (Los 
Gatos), and Tiemann Investment Advi-
sors (Menlo Park) have endorsed the 
policy.

It’s not every day that Congress consid-
ers a policy that will reduce emissions, 
save lives, benefit business, and put mon-
ey in people’s pockets. Every member 
of California’s congressional delegation 
who has not yet co-sponsored HR 2307 
should take a serious look at this bill.

Here in California, we are ready to 
see results. Public polling shows 70% of 
people in our congressional district (CA 
18) and 64% of Californians overall want 
Congress to do more to address global 
warming. That desire defies partisanship, 
with majority support for climate action 
from Republican and Democratic voters 
across the country. The Energy Innova-
tion Act is a good step forward to put 
America on the fast track to a healthy, 
prosperous future.

Paula Danz is a volunteer with the 
Silicon Valley North chapter of Citizens’ 
Climate Lobby and a Los Altos resident. 
Mark Reynolds is the executive director 

of Citizens’ Climate Lobby. 

GUEST OPINION

The Energy Innovation Act will cut pollution 
and put money in our pockets

Ann’s Coffee Shop
I was saddened to learn that 

Ann’s Coffee Shop would close 
in downtown Menlo Park (“The 
end of an era: Ann’s Coffee Shop 
to close,” April 9). For decades, it 
was a valued noontime gathering 
place for local retirees as well as a 
friendly breakfast and lunch spot 
for parents and kids. 

Menlo Park is losing many of 
its longtime small businesses: 
The Guild Theatre, Village Sta-
tioners, The Pet Place, Ann’s 
Coffee Shop, and possibly Feld-
man’s Books. (Editor’s note: 
The Guild Theatre is under 
renovation to become a music 
and events venue.) Whether due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic or 
downtown redevelopment or the 
simple inevitability of change, 
they will be missed. These were 
not just businesses; they were 
people serving their neighbors 
and touchstones for the com-
munity. The midnight showing 
of “Rocky Horror.” Personally 
designed wedding invitations. 
A place to bring your new 
pup for “meet and greet.” The 

out-of-print book. That perfect 
piece of rhubarb pie.

A sincere thank you to the 
owners and staff of these busi-
nesses. You made Menlo Park a 
better place.

Maureen Sanders                                                                                                                                          
Skyline Boulevard, Woodside

Yes on S
As Woodside and Portola 

Valley residents in the Portola 
Valley School District receive 
their ballots to vote on Measure 
S, we have a rare opportunity to 
cast a “yes” vote that both low-
ers our tax bill and preserves 
essential funding for our public 
schools. 

Our community has a 30-plus 
year history of filling in the gap 
left by state funding and prop-
erty taxes to support strong 
schools through a parcel tax. 
Currently, the direct benefits 
of our parcel tax dollars are: 
enhanced core subject instruc-
tion, the ability to retain excel-
lent teachers, small class sizes, 
school library services, and 
coursework in STEM, music 
and the arts. All of this is at risk 
if we fail to pass Measure S. 

As a former PVSD trustee and 
parent of two PVSD graduates 

now at Woodside High, I am 
proud of the work being done 
in our district. Many will point 
to our schools’ excellent educa-
tional programs. Congratula-
tions Corte Madera on being 
named a California Distin-
guished School again in 2021!

PVSD also currently has a 
top-notch administrative team 
and board who are committed 
to smart, effective use of funds. 
After thoughtful study and 
deliberation, voters are being 
asked to renew the current 
parcel tax at a reduced rate of 
$471 per parcel. This is a $110 
reduction from the current 
parcel tax set to expire in June. 
This reduction by no means 
reflects that educational costs 
are decreasing. Great effort 
was made to review spending, 
make strategic cuts, and align 
spending with priorities. This 
district understands its duty 
to be good stewards of our 
public dollars. 

Measure S is about one 
thing: maintaining the out-
standing quality of education 
provided in our local public 
schools. Please join me in 
voting yes on S.

Karyn Bechtel
Skywood Way, Woodside

All-electric buildings
Electrifying office and indus-

trial buildings will increase 
blackouts in California because 
wind and solar electricity are 
unreliable (“Guest opinion: 
California needs an equitable 
strategy for transitioning to 
all-electric buildings,” April 
2). Wind doesn’t blow enough 
at night to provide steady state 
power. Retrofitting existing 
office buildings is extremely 
costly and the money would be 
better spent developing afford-
able battery storage, explor-
ing alternative forms of green 
energy like the solar/hydrogen 
cycle, and updating our grid and 
transmission lines. There 
is also little bang for the buck 
converting office buildings to 
all electricity because most of 
their energy use is for electricity 
for lighting and cooling. Heat-
ing is mostly achieved by the 
greenhouse effect of windows. 
The main beneficiary of our 
prematurely electrifying office 
buildings will be Austin, Texas, 
which will welcome our busi-
nesses and their tax bases with 
open arms. 

Ed Kahl
Woodside Road, Woodside

Congress must pass action 
against climate change

It seems like we are having 
another year of drought in the 
Bay Area. And all of us living 
on the Peninsula remember the 
lightning fires and orange skies 
of last year. As we ease out of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we still 
need to be concerned once again 
about breathing unhealthy air 
later in the year.

In the short term, we hope that 
PG&E and government resourc-
es are clearing brush and taking 
other measures to limit wildfires 
as much as possible. But for the 
longer term we must face up to 
the effects of climate change in 
our beautiful area of California.

Recently, with Rep. Anna 
Eshoo’s full endorsement, the 
new Congress introduced HR 
2307, the Energy Innovation 
and Carbon Dividend Act. This 
bill puts a price on carbon that 
increases over time. The bill is 
written to be bipartisan and use 
market forces to encourage the 
transition from fossil fuels to 
renewable energy.  Frankly, it’s 
long overdue.

I encourage Almanac readers 

LETTERS
Our readers write

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUESIDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS        ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES
Viewpoint

Continued on next page
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1bd/1ba Apt., 700 sqft

1685 Woodland Ave  
West of 101

•  One year lease at $2150 a month
•  Designated sheltered private parking
•  Easy access to Palo Alto and Hwy 101
•  Refrigerator and stove included
For questions and/or showings

(650) 868-3530
Coldwell Banker Realty

Joshua Middel, DRE#02127162  
Amelia Middel, DRE#01103989

to register their support for 
this bill. You can write or 
phone Anna to help give her 
the backing of her constituents 
as she works to implement 
a policy that more urgently 
addresses climate change. You 
can read more about the ben-
efits of carbon pricing online 
at citizensclimatelobby.org.

Rob Hogue
Siskiyou Drive, Menlo Park

What will we say?
What will we tell kids about 

climate change?
I have been thinking about 

how our young people will judge 
us when they look back on how 
we responded to climate change.

Will they ask if we knew in 
our hearts that using fossil fuels 
for energy would kill the planet, 
but we needed to wait and see the 
data to prove it?

Will we tell them it was so hard 
that we couldn’t figure out how 
to safely transition to emissions-
free energy despite knowing 
about a carbon fee and dividend 
approach?

Will they ask why we could tax 
cigarettes and alcohol to reduce 
harmful consumption but not 
carbon emissions?

Will we say that the oil indus-
try was so powerful that we 
couldn’t get any climate legisla-
tion passed?

Will they ask if we knew that 
many underprivileged commu-
nities, which already had so 
many hardships, were suffering 
the worst?

Will we say that it seemed OK 
because big oil companies and 
wealthy investors were driving 
the economy and profiting at the 
expense of our health and the 
health of our planet?

Or can we take action today 
that will change their ques-
tions — so they instead ask how 
we created a clean and healthy 
future?

Will we proudly tell them that 
we advocated and supported a 
revenue-neutral carbon fee and 
dividend that transformed our 
energy economy while creating 
jobs and protecting the vulner-
able and the environment?

Carlos Rodriguez Santiago
Citizens’ Climate Lobby 

volunteer
Mountain View

Time to end the Senate 
filibuster

The filibuster is hot news these 
days. There is a lot of interest in 
abolishing it. Originally, it was 
put in place to prevent civil rights 
legislation from becoming law. 
A determined minority in the 
Senate can gridlock the federal 
government by using the filibus-
ter and not even allow debate on 

a bill. Any senator can signal 
an objection, and suddenly the 
Senate has to clear a 60-vote 
threshold. It makes the Senate 
a place where little happens and 
bills die. Every issue you may 
care about will likely be held 
hostage by this relic of the past. 
Please contact your senators and 
ask them to end the filibuster so 
they can do the job we sent them 
to Washington to do.

Barbara Kyser
Los Altos

In support of Measure S
I have lived in Portola Valley 

for 31 years, and Portola Valley 
schools hold a special place in my 
heart. One of my children (now a 
thriving adult) was a special needs 
student while he was enrolled in 
the Portola Valley School Dis-
trict. Then, like now, our district 
offered incredible services that 
made all the difference for my 
son. I will always be grateful and 
amazed at the lengths our district 
went to in order to best educate 
him. 

Our schools make our com-
munity. After my husband passed 
unexpectedly, I started working in 
the district as an aide. I got to see 
firsthand the incredible work that 
happens in the classrooms. When 
kids graduate from our schools, 
they are well-prepared for high 
school, particularly in math and 
science. With my granddaughter 
now growing up in Portola Val-
ley, I can’t wait to volunteer in the 
schools again!

Our schools give us so much, 
and right now, they need our 
vote. Measure S is necessary. It 
will keep great teachers, maintain 
small class sizes, and fund critical 
math, science, and technology 
programs that prepare students 
to succeed in high school, col-
lege, and careers. Measure S is a 
reasonable ask of our commu-
nity. It does not increase tax rates. 
Instead, it simply extends and 
reduces our existing parcel tax for 
eight years. 

Critical to those in my age 
group, Measure S allows residents 
ages 65 and over to support our 
schools and vote yes without 
impacting their budgets, especial-
ly those living on fixed incomes. 
It is important to me that an 
optional Measure S exemption 
is available for these property 
owners.

Investing in our kids is invest-
ing in the future of our commu-
nity. I hope you will join me in 
voting yes on S.

Chrisi Fleming
Meadowood Drive,

Portola Valley 

Vote yes on Measure S
As a senior and a longtime resi-

dent of Portola Valley, I wanted to 
make sure I understood Measure 
S before committing to support it. 

I’ve done my homework, and I’m 
voting yes on S. Here are my top 
reasons:

Measure S is necessary: The 
school district is only asking for 
what it truly needs to keep great 
teachers, maintain small class 
sizes, and fund critical math, sci-
ence, and technology programs 
that prepare Portola Valley stu-
dents to succeed in high school, 
college, and careers.

Measure S will protect the value 
of local homes. Good schools 
maintain property values and 
keep our community a desirable 
place to live. 

Measure S does not increase tax 
rates.  Measure S simply extends 
and reduces our existing parcel 
tax for eight years.

Measure S allows senior citizens 
65 and over to support our schools 
and vote yes on this measure 
without impacting their budgets, 
especially those living on fixed 
incomes. An optional Measure S 
exemption is available for these 
particular property owners.

Our PV schools are critical 
to the families of the town, and 
Measure S is critical to our main-
taining outstanding schools.

I’m not easily convinced, but 
Measure S is needed. I hope you 
will join me and encourage every-
one you know to vote yes on S. 

Bill Leckonby 
Golden Oak Drive, Portola Valley

Here for you. Or over there for you.
In-person or virtual visits at

Peninsula Pediatric Medical Group
genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

Continued from previous page 
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By Sheryl Nonnenberg

After more than a year of 
closure, Stanford Univer-
sity’s major art museums 

— Cantor Arts Center and the 
Anderson Collection at Stan-
ford — are open again. A visit to 
campus reveals that, while some 
things have remained the same 
(the venerable Rodin sculpture 
collection, for example), there 
have been some significant 
changes at both museums since 
they last welcomed in-person 
visitors.

In addition to current health 
policies such as mask man-
dates, timed tickets and social 
distancing rules, perhaps the 
most notable difference can be 
found at the Cantor, which is 
now being led by two interim 
directors, Elizabeth Mitchell 
and Maude Brezinski. 

Mitchell, who is the curator 
of prints, draw-
ings and pho-
tographs, has 
worked at the 
museum since 
2010. Brezin-
ski is the execu-
tive director of 
development for 
the arts and has led capital 
campaigns and annual giving 
programs at the university for 
more than 20 years. She played 
a key role in fundraising efforts 
for the university’s arts district, 
which encompasses the two 
museums, the Bing Concert 
Hall and the McMurtry Build-
ing for Art and Art History.

They were appointed last 
fall after the 
departure of 
former director 
Susan Dacker-
man. A lengthy 
invest igat ion, 
begun after an 
exposé in the 
Stanford Daily, 
revealed a toxic work culture 
at the museum and ended with 
Dackerman’s resignation in late 
November. The university has 
been circumspect about per-
sonnel matters, but did issue a 
press release at the time indicat-
ing that a transition team “will 
work closely with stakeholders 
from across the campus and 

community to situate the muse-
um for ongoing success.”

Mitchell and Brezinski dis-
cussed their new roles and goals 
in recent email interviews with 
this news organization.

When asked if the Cantor is 
emulating the administration 
model of numerous large muse-
ums, such as the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York, in 
having two directors — one with 
management background and 
one with curatorial expertise — 
Brezinski responded, “Cantor is 
using a similar model with the 
exception that we both closely 
align with one another in our 
areas of expertise. The advantage 
for this current arrangement 
is that both of us have a long 
tenure at Stanford/Cantor and 
understand its history.” Mitchell 
noted, “It has been very useful 
for us each to tap into our differ-
ent spheres of experience to con-
nect with staff and work toward 
institutional goals.”

Both indicated that, in addi-
tion to their respective skills 
and experience, just having an 
extensive history at Stanford has 
been a major advantage.

“My Stanford colleagues have 
helped weigh in on a variety of 
issues from legal documents to 
instituting timed ticketing for 
the first time,” Brezinski said. 
“Also, knowing our donors and 
volunteers has been very reward-
ing, as they have been incredibly 
supportive and encouraging.” 

Mitchell, who served on staff-
led committees that addressed 
the work culture at the museum, 
noted, “These experiences have 
helped me thoroughly under-
stand the challenges faced by 
the museum team in their daily 
work, and areas in which staff 
want the museum to grow and 
flourish.”

And how do they plan to 
address the issues raised last 
summer?

“We are working closely with 
the staff with goals of transpar-
ency, empowerment and open 
communications,” according to 
Brezinski. For Mitchell, that 
means talking regularly with 
staff “to understand what tools 
and information they need to be 
successful in their work, and we 
use that feedback to strengthen 

communication and collabora-
tion across the museum.”

Neither would comment on 
the status of the search for a 
permanent new museum direc-
tor but Matthew Tiews, interim 
senior associate vice president 
for the arts, said the university 
“will launch a search for the next 
director of the Cantor Arts Cen-
ter in the next few months.”

During the closure, the muse-
ums made considerable efforts 
to remain relevant via virtual 
offerings, including online exhi-
bitions, tours and lectures. Jason 
Linetzky, direc-
tor of the Ander-
son Collection, 
said, “The clo-
sure provided 
oppor tu nit ies 
for the muse-
ums to develop 
digital content and tours and 
present virtual programs with 
contemporary artists, museum 
docents and Stanford Student 
Guides.” At the Cantor, accord-
ing to Brezinski, the closure also 
allowed the staff to spend time 
planning for the future.

“Exhibition scheduling has also 
been robust and we will pub-
licize future exhibitions soon. 
Our membership has been 
affected, but in comparison to 
our peers, we have maintained a 
very good base. Aside from the 
resignations that occurred last 
fall/early winter, the staff has 
remained very stable,” she said.

There have also been changes 
in the past few years for the 
Anderson Collection, mainly 
the deaths of founders Harry 
“Hunk” and Mary Margaret 
“Moo” Anderson. According 
to Linetzky, their passing has 
only strengthened the museum’s 
commitment to sharing the 
collection and expanding edu-
cational opportunities. Only 
the first floor of the Anderson 
is currently open, including the 
installation “Hostile Terrain 94” 
and “Formed and Fired: Con-
temporary American Ceramics,” 
while the permanent collection 
upstairs is packed for temporary 
storage. The entire museum will 
be closed again starting May 3 so 
that gallery ceilings can be resur-
faced, the galleries repainted and 

the permanent collection rein-
stalled for an autumn reopen-
ing. The temporary gallery on 
the lower level will then feature 
the acrylic and resin sculptures 
of Sam Richardson, who was 
a highly respected minimalist 
sculptor and professor of art at 
San Jose State University.

At the Cantor, among its selec-
tion of ongoing and temporary 
exhibitions, the special exhibi-
tion “When Home Won’t Let 
You Stay: Migration through 
Contemporary Art” is on view 
through May 31. Richard Serra’s 
sculpture Sequence and the 
Rodin Sculpture Garden are still 
available to those who prefer 
an outdoor encounter with art. 
Outdoor dining at Cool Cafe has 
not yet returned but, according 
to the museum’s website, will 
soon be announced.

All three museum directors 
are happy to be engaging with 
the public and encouraging in-
person experiences with their 
collections again. When asked 
what she wants the commu-
nity to know about visiting 
the museum, now and in the 
future, Brezinski replied, “We 
want them to feel that it is their 
second home — that they are 
welcomed, that they will see 
beautiful art and learn from our 
curators, program staff, faculty, 
docents and volunteers.”

The museums are currently 
open Wednesday through Sun-
day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 25% 
capacity. Free, timed tickets are 
required. For more information 
about updated visitor guidelines 
and policies, go to the museum’s 
websites: museum.stanford.edu 
and anderson.stanford.edu. A

Email Contributing Writer 
Sheryl Nonnenberg at 
nonnenberg@aol.com.

P E O P L E  A N D  P E R F O R M A N C E S  I N  A RT S  A N D  E N T E RTA I N M E N T
Artscene

A new start  
for art at Stanford

Cantor Arts Center and  
the Anderson Collection reopen

Elizabeth 
Mitchell 

Maude 
Brezinski

Jason Linetzky

Courtesy Andrew Brodhead/Stanford University

A visitor in the exhibition “Formed and Fired: Contemporary 
American Ceramics” at the Anderson Collection at Stanford University.

Courtesy Andrew Brodhead/Stanford University

Visitors walk past Reena Saini Kallat’s piece “Woven Chronicle” (2011-2019) in the temporary 
exhibition “When Home Won’t Let You Stay: Migration through Contemporary Art” in the Cantor Arts 
Center at Stanford University.
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Exceptional Country Retreat on a Private Lane

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

Boutique Customized Service with Strong Local and Global Presence
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erika@erikademma.com
erikademma.com   

Price upon request  |  215Josselyn.com

215 Josselyn Lane, Woodside
• Recently and extensively remodeled with designer appeal

• Remarkable accommodations with 5-bedroom main home, 
guest house, pool house, plus apartment

• Over 8,039 square feet of living space

• Garage parking for 6 cars

• Just over 5 acres on a private lane just over one mile  
from town center

• Acclaimed Woodside Elementary School
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Food&Drink

By Sarah Klearman

A s part of Peninsula Restau-
rant Week, Embarcadero 
Media’s Peninsula Foodist 

has asked participating chefs and 
restaurant owners to share their 
stories about what the past year 
has been like for them and where 
they see the industry headed. 
This week’s Q&A features Ste-
ven Yen, owner of Bushido Iza-
kaya Restaurant at 156 Castro St., 
Mountain View. This story has 
been edited for length and clarity.

Tell me a little bit about your 
restaurant. I understand you’ve 
been in business more than 10 
years now.

It’s been a little over 11 years. 
I try not to count this past year 
as a year, just with everything 
that’s gone on. Last year was just 
survival.

We’re a Japanese izakaya-style 
restaurant. Izakaya is like tapas. 
In Japan, izakayas are essentially 
Japanese drinking houses, so a 
lot of people — many of whom 

live in small 
apartments in 
Japan — will 
go to izakayas 
after work and 
drink over long 
periods of time, 
like, three or 
four hours, and 

they just drink and eat tapas, 
small plates, and share. So that’s 
the general idea of an izakaya. 
In America, it’s a little different 
— we’re more of just a dinner 
restaurant, but that’s where the 
basis of the idea came from.

Tell me about the course of 
this year — how many times did 
you close and reopen?

I want to say we closed three 
separate times. The first time 
was when the pandemic started 
— that time we closed for almost 
three months. That was a bit of 
a crazy time, obviously. They 
first said it was supposed to be 
two weeks, right? So we were 
expecting to reopen, but the 
pandemic kept getting worse. 
Obviously — at the end of the 
day, the health and safety of our 
community always comes first, 
as does the health and safety of 
my family. We closed again this 
winter, too. It’s honestly hard for 
me to recollect exactly, but we 
just followed the rules. If they 
said serve to-go only, then we 
did to-go food only. We did close 
during the holidays — we did a 
10-day closure. We were allowed 
to stay open for to-go orders 
only, but cases were surging, so 
we just closed.

And does this latest reopening 
feel like it’ll be permanent?

I sure hope so. We’re going 
full speed ahead with hiring and 
everything as if we are going to 
continue to be open.

Tell me about the biggest chal-
lenges you’d say you’ve faced 
as a restaurant owner during 
lockdowns.

Obviously making rent and pay-
ing the bills is the hardest thing 
when there’s no income, right? But 
it was one of those things where 
it was always about weighing the 
health and safety of your fam-
ily versus paying the bills. And it 
sucked that it had to be that choice. 
That was the toughest part.

Are there moments or experi-
ences this year you’ve drawn 
upon to keep you going?

Oh, 100%. I’ve had regular cus-
tomers who have come to Bushido 
ever since we opened. The only 
thing I would ever ask the regu-
lars to do is just order takeout 
from us once in a while. That’s 
all I was really expecting, best-
case scenario, but a lot of them 
were absolutely amazing. Some of 
them gave us a decent amount of 
money and said, ‘Give this to your 
employees, take care of them.’ I 
was absolutely floored. Times like 
these can sometimes bring out the 
worst in people, but oftentimes it 
brings out the best in them, too.

Has the pandemic forced any 
kind of innovation or revelation 

in the restaurant space you’re 
excited about?

My restaurant is on Castro 
Street, and they actually closed the 
street to through traffic. So essen-
tially we’re all able to put tables on 
the street. It’s actually really cool. 
It turns Castro into a walking 
street. And obviously additional 
seating is great, but it’s just a great 
environment. Hopefully, once the 
pandemic starts winding down, 
it’ll be even more of a (pedestrian) 
destination.

What should diners expect 
from Bushido during Peninsula 
Restaurant Week?

I have a new chef, so I’m leaving 
it up to him to create the menu. 
He’s actually worked at a lot of 
Michelin-star restaurants; he’s 
worked at restaurants that are 

both Japanese and Korean.
Normally for these things you 

do some new dishes and some 
familiar. Because I have a new 
chef, though, I might just do all 
new dishes and get customer 
feedback.

Anything else customers 
should know about supporting 
local restaurants during Restau-
rant Week?

I think (supporting local restau-
rants) is the most important thing. 
Of course, we want everybody to 
do it safely, but I think we’re start-
ing to see the light at the end of the 
tunnel. A

Email Writer Sarah Klearman 
at peninsulafoodist@

embarcaderopublishing.com.

650.245.1845

LEHUA GREENMANLEHUA GREENMAN
"Small 

acts, when 
multiplied 
by millions 

of people can 
transform 
the world"

Restaurant Week interviews: 

Longtime restaurant owner on the food industry, his new chef, and the light at the end of the (pandemic) tunnel

Magali Gauthier

Bushido Izakaya Restaurant in downtown Mountain View serves up Japanese cuisine.

Magali Gauthier

Clockwise from bottom left: Chicken hearts, bacon-wrapped 
enoki mushrooms, chicken cartilage skewers, okonomiyaki and a 
brushstroke roll are laid out at Bushido’s in downtown Mountain View.

New Peninsula Restaurant Week 
launches May 14

That restaurants have been hit particularly hard by pandemic-
prompted economic fallout is no longer exactly breaking 
news. Nearly 1 in 6 restaurants nationwide — about 100,000 

restaurants — have closed either permanently or long term since 
March 2020, according to the National Restaurant Association. 
The Peninsula itself has had to say goodbye to some greats, includ-
ing Mayfield Bakery & Cafe, Ann’s Coffee Shop and Dan Gordon’s.
 In an effort to provide diners more opportunities to support 
local restaurants as the Peninsula slowly reopens, Embarcadero 
Media’s Peninsula Foodist is teaming up with Facebook to launch 
Peninsula Restaurant Week. From May 14-22, restaurants of all 
stripes along the Peninsula will offer prix fixe deals and other 
menu specials available for dine-in, delivery or curbside pickup as 
part of the new dining event.
For more information about Peninsula Restaurant Week, go to 
peninsularestaurantweek.com.

Steven Yen
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S I L I C O N  VA L L E Y  H O M E S

OTHER OFFICES   BELVEDERE-TIBURON  ·  BERKELEY  ·  DANVILLE  ·  LAFAYETTE  ·  MILL VALLEY  ·  MONTCLAIR  ·  NAPA  ·  NOVATO  ·  OAKLAND  ·  ROSS VALLEY  ·  SAN RAFAEL  ·  SAUSALITO  ·  STINSON BEACH

Menlo Park Office
640 Oak Grove Ave

Palo Alto Office
728 Emerson St 

Los Altos Office
195 S. San Antonio Rd

Woodside Office
2989 Woodside Rd

Redwood City Office
555 Middlefield Rd

San Carlos Office
1250 San Carlos Ave 101

Burlingame Office
360 Primrose Rd

Los Gatos Office
663 Blossom Hill Rd

Each office is independently owned and operatedMore Listings at GoldenGateSIR.com

389 Glenwood Street, San Carlos
Offered at $2,695,000

Carrie Du Bois  ·  650.766.9069

Lic. #01179769

1975 Webster Street, Palo Alto
Offered at $20,000,000

Gloria Young  ·  650.380.9918

Lic. #01895672

John Young  ·  650.862.2122

Lic. #02036387

1332 Pebble Drive, San Carlos
Offered at $3,875,000

Ellen Larios  ·  650.867.6607

Lic. #01330606

25 Preston Road, Woodside
Offered at $7,700,000

Shena Hurley  ·  650.575.0991

Lic. #01152002

754 Gilbert Avenue, Menlo Park
Offered at $2,195,000

Dulcy Freeman  ·  650.804.8884

Lic. #01342352

64 Grand Street, Redwood City
Offered at $3,098,000

John Shroyer  ·  650.787.2121

Lic. #00613370

2199 Clayton Drive, Menlo Park
Offered at $5,195,000

Shena Hurley  ·  650.575.0991

Lic. #01152002

1240 Woodside Road #24, Redwood City
Offered at $698,000

Jessica Eva  ·   650.704.5483

Lic. #01210450

285 Catalpa Drive, Atherton
Offered at $11,750,000

Mary Gilles  ·  650.814.0858

Lic. #01789710

2312 Hopkins Avenue, Redwood City
Offered at $2,795,000

Grant Keeler  ·  650.740.3617

Lic. #00424662

1919 Alameda de las Pulgas #115,  
San Mateo

Offered at $698,000

Sandy Paoli  ·  650.207.1598

Lic. #01242173

155 Bardet Road, Woodside
Offered at $13,995,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476

Lic. #01121795

Noelle Queen  ·  650.427.9211

Lic. #01917593

17659 Skyline Boulevard, Woodside
Offered at $998,000

Jean Isaacson  ·  650.387.8427

Lic. #00542342

1502 S Delaware Street, San Mateo
Offered at $1,850,000

Sarah Ravella  ·  650.483.9416

Lic. #01952566

635 Connie Avenue, San Mateo
Offered at $1,459,000

Anna Dupont  ·  650.269.9024

Lic. #01208187

1941 Farndon Avenue, Los Altos
Offered at $4,800,000 (Coming Soon)

Dulcy Freeman  ·  650.804.8884

Lic. #01342352
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