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By Sophia Markoulakis

P
eninsula native wildflow-
ers are the harbinger of 
spring around here; a 

sight that calms us even when 
other ecological and climate 
indicators give us pause. The 
current year’s lack of rain hasn’t 
caused too much disruption 
for these sturdy natives. Matt 
Dolkas with Peninsula Open 
Space Trust (POST) confirms 
that the Peninsula’s wildflower 
display should be on par with 
other years and comments that 
with a good soaking in March 
or April, we should be rewarded 
with a great late spring showing.

“The rain in October and 
December of 2021 were astound-
ing and helped a lot, but you can 
feel that the grasses are strug-
gling at a time of year when they 
should be at their best,” says 
Dolkas.

Even without a steady stream 
of storms in March, we can still 
rely on areas with serpentine 
soil, a geological and ecological 
phenomenon steeped in tectonic 
activity over millions of years, 
to support an endemic flower 
showing. This soil, composed 
primarily of serpentinite, is so 
toxic and depleted of commonly 
found soil nutrients that only a 

By Lloyd Lee

M
enlo Flats, an eight-
story mixed-use build-
ing proposal with 158 

rental units and about 15,000 
square feet of office and com-
mercial space, was approved by 
the city planning commission 
on Monday, March 28.

This is the fourth Greystar 

development that the city has 
approved in the past eight years. 
With the green light for the 
Menlo Flats project, which sits 
on a 1.38-acre parcel at 165 Jef-
ferson Drive, the developer has 
now added or is in the process 
of building 1,080 rental units, all 
near the headquarters of Meta, 
formerly known as Facebook.

About 21 units at Menlo 

Flats will be affordable, with 
four units priced for very low 
income households, 12 units for 
low income households and five 
units for those with moderate 
income.

Since the developer requested 
an increase in height density 
and floor area ratio under what’s 
called a “bonus level develop-
ment,” Greystar is required to 

build a community amenity 
such as a cafe or grocery store 
with the development or pay an 
“in-lieu fee.”

Several options for a commu-
nity amenity were on the table, 
including a grocery store, cafe, 
pharmacy or urgent care center. 
However, the options were later 
deemed unfeasible because they 
were either already approved as 

an amenity for a development 
nearby or because the costs 
far exceeded the $4.4 million 
appraisal value of the amenity, 
according to Andrew Morcos, a 
managing director at Greystar 
who gave a presentation at the 
meeting.

The developer has instead 

The Peninsula’s best hikes to see native wildflowers
From seaside daisies to poppies aplenty, check out local preserves and trails this spring

Menlo Flats mixed-use housing project approved near Meta campus
Developer Greystar now set to build over 1,000 rental units in the area

Courtesy POST

Purple lupine and bright orange poppies decorate a hillside at Arastradero Creek Trail.

See MENLO FLATS, page 9

See WILDFLOWERS, page 20

Read up-to-the-minute news on AlmanacNews.com

CLASS GUIDE 23  |  ARTS 27  |  FOOD 30INSIDE
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Open Monday - Saturday 11am – 5pm
1010 El Camino Real, Suite 90, Menlo Park  •  (650) 326-9661

www.flegels.com

INTRODUCING THE NEWEST COLLECTION FROM

FLEGELS       DESIGN

Exclusively at
FLEGELS       DESIGN

HANDCRAFTED IN QUARTERSAWN WHITE OAK
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IT’S AN EXCELLENT TIME TO SELL!

We would be happy to help. Please contact us.

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal 
verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2022 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair 
Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01908304. 

& A S S O C I AT E S

HughCornish.com

Over $3 Billion in Sales

HUGH CORNISH

650.619.6461
hcornish@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#00912143

#1 Agent in SF Peninsula 
Coldwell Banker, 2019 - 2021

650.400.2933
stephanie.elkins@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#00897565

STEPHANIE ELKINS 
VAN LINGE

#7 Agent in SF Peninsula 
Coldwell Banker, 2021

RECENT ACTIVITY BY HUGH CORNISH
& ASSOCIATES

Hilltop Retreat, Stunning Views

857 Westridge Drive, Portola Valley 
PENDING  Offered at $9,250,000

Completely Remodeled

10 Mansion Court #201, Menlo Park 
FOR SALE  Offered at $2,649,800

East Coast-Inspired Living

2150 Mills Avenue, Menlo Park 
SOLD  Offered at $4,250,000

COMING SOON in Menlo Park

MENLO OAKS
Lovely 5-bed/5.5-bath home on .52 acre lot

ALLIED ARTS
Charming home on 11,000 sf lot

SHARON HEIGHTS
Peaceful 4,000 sf single-family home with  

high ceilings, pool

SHARON HEIGHTS
2,270 sf townhome with high ceilings
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Local News
By Lloyd Lee

T
he Menlo Park Police 
Department said it seized 
17 illegal firearms and 

gang-related paraphernalia on 
Monday from a Menlo Park 
resident allegedly connected to 
a local street gang, following his 
arrest during a traffic stop on 
March 20.

The suspect, 42-year-old 
Christopher Echols, was arrest-
ed on firearms and gang-related 
charges as well as on suspicion 
of committing a felony while 
out on bail, after police served a 
search warrant at Echols’ home 
in the Belle Haven neighbor-
hood on Monday, March 28, a 
press release stated.

The prior arrest, on March 20, 
came after plainclothes officers 
in an unmarked vehicle pulled 
him over for speeding through 
Willow Road and Newbridge 
Street, an area that frequently 
receives speeding complaints 
from the community, according 
to police. Echols was driving 50 
mph in a residential zone.

During the stop, Echols called 
911. The report stated that 
Echols was attempting to target 
the plainclothes officers and 
saying that they were in danger 
of being shot. Nicole Ackers, 
public information officer for 
the police department, said 
police cannot further interpret 
what Echols may have meant by 
the statement.

When Echols was removed 
from the vehicle, officers said 
they found that he had a loaded 
9 mm handgun and was wearing 
military-style camouflage cloth-
ing that’s commonly associated 

with a local criminal street gang 
known as the Taliban.

The Taliban gang emerged 
out of East Palo Alto and Menlo 
Park around 2002, according to 
an SFGate report, and members 
have been connected to a range 
of felonies including murder, 
assault, robbery and extortion.

In 2009, an 18-month investi-
gation led to a large-scale arrest 
of 42 people in connection to 
the gang. The former East Palo 
Alto Police Chief Ron Davis 
said at the time that the opera-
tion “effectively dismantled” the 
Taliban, although it would not 
be the last incident where indi-
viduals connected to the gang 
were arrested.

“Menlo Park Police are taking 
a proactive stance to prevent this 
type of activity from gaining 
hold in this community again,” 
the news release stated.

Echols was arrested March 20 
on suspicion of carrying a con-
cealed firearm, resisting officers 
in an aggravated manner, false 
report of an emergency and 
additional charges for criminal 
street gang behavior and pos-
session of a firearm by a gang 
member. He was booked into 
San Mateo County Jail and 
posted bail the same day.

The police department 
obtained a search warrant for 
Echols’ home on March 29.

“The search warrant was for 
weapons and also for any evi-
dence indicating gang activity,” 
Police Chief David Norris said 
in a Facebook video publicizing 
Echols’ arrest.

Officers found assault-style 

By Sue Dremann

T
he U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration has 
authorized a second 

booster dose of the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech and Moderna COVID-19 
vaccines for people ages 50 
and older and some immuno-
compromised individuals, the 
agency announced Tuesday, 
March 29.

The new authorization will 

make a second booster dose 
available to those at higher 
risk for severe disease, hospi-
talization and death, including 
those who have undergone solid 
organ transplantation or with 
certain immunocompromised 
conditions.  

The second booster dose of the 
Pfizer vaccine may be adminis-
tered to people ages 12 and older 
with certain immunocompro-
mised conditions at least four 

months after they have received 
a first booster dose of any COV-
ID-19 vaccine.

The Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine can be offered as a 
second booster dose at least 
four months after the first 
booster dose of any authorized 
or approved COVID-19 vaccine 
to people 18 years and older who 
are immunocompromised.

Police seize 17 firearms 
from Menlo Park home of 
suspected gang member

FDA authorizes second COVID-19 
booster shot for people ages 50 and older

See FIREARMS, page 11

See BOOSTER, page 11

Magali Gauthier

Catherine Park, 11, gets a dose of COVID-19 vaccine at Belle Haven School in Menlo Park on Jan. 10. 
The Ravenswood City School District board is keeping a mask mandate in place, in part because its 
vaccination rate is lower than those of the surrounding school districts. 

By Angela Swartz

R
avenswood City School 
District students and 
staff will continue to 

wear their masks both indoors 
and outdoors until at least mid-
April. This makes it the only 
district in the area that will still 
require masks next week.

The school board made the 
decision on March 24, after 
district staff gathered commu-
nity feedback about whether to 
require masks on campuses over 
the last two weeks. COVID-19 
case rates are higher within dis-
trict boundaries than the rest of 
San Mateo County on average, 

but are one-third of what they 
were on March 10,  according to 
a March 24 staff report. 

Teachers union and classi-
fied staff leadership said they’d 
prefer to continue mask require-
ments for the rest of the school 
year, according to the report. 
District advisory committees, 
made up of district parents, 
staff and community leaders, 
said they would like to keep 
the indoor mask mandate until 
there is more information, the 
report states. The committees 
reported feeling comfortable 
with lifting the outdoor mask 
mandate. 

The school board last 

reviewed its policy two weeks 
ago after the state dropped 
its indoor mask mandate at 
schools, making it optional, 
earlier this month. 

The Mountain View Whis-
man School District board 
voted March 24 to remove its 
indoor mask mandate starting 
on Monday, March 28. Wear-
ing a face covering will still be 
strongly recommended.

The Ravenswood board will 
revisit its masking policies again 
at a Thursday, April 14, meeting. 

Ravenswood schools keep mask mandate 
in place until at least mid-April

See RAVENSWOOD, page 12

Courtesy of Menlo Park Police Department

Menlo Park police stand behind weapons and alleged gang-related 
paraphernalia seized during a warrant search of a home in Menlo Park. 
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NOTICE IS GIVEN that the District Board of West Bay Sanitary 
District will conduct a public hearing on Wednesday, April 27, 2022, at 
7:00 p.m. The hearing will be held in the District’s Board Room located 
at 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA and by Zoom or telephone 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87293196887?pwd=eVhJclByK254czFyU
UFpcnJYMWUzdz09 Meeting ID: 872 9319 6887 Passcode: 980806 
or telephone 669-900-6833 Meeting ID: 872 9319 6887 Passcode: 
980806.
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider a proposed increase 
in sewer services charges for fiscal year (FY) 2022/2023 and for FY 
2023/2024. District Fiscal Years (FY) start on July 1st through June 
30th of the following year. Additional information is available through 
the District’s website at www.westbaysanitary.org and on the official 
notice that was mailed to every parcel address that pays District rates.
The annual sewer service charge proposed increase is 2% for the 
next two years from $1,255 per single family residence to $1,280 in FY 
2022/2023 and to $1,306 in FY 2023/2024. Approximately 89 homes 
in the Portola Valley area (located within the On-Site Wastewater 
Disposal Zone), who pay higher charges for the maintenance of 
their STEP or Grinder Sewer Collection Systems will increase from 
$1,875 per single family residence to $2,050 in FY 2022/2023 and to 
$2,226 in FY 2023/2024 in order to realign charges with the cost of 
service. Non-residential rates will increase proportionately according 
to loading characteristics. The non-residential customer pays the 
single-family rate at a minimum. The increased charges are required 
to fund needed maintenance, reconstruction to the sewer system, 
levee improvements, and expenses for the Silicon Valley Clean Water 
regional wastewater treatment plant. 
Protests against the proposed rate increase must be submitted in 
writing by 4:00pm on April 27, 2022, signed by the property owner, 
must identify the owner(s) of the property for which the protest is 
entered, and must include the property address and assessor’s 
parcel number (APN).
/s/ Sergio Ramirez
Sergio Ramirez, District Manager

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT

500 LAUREL STREET
MENLO PARK, CA 94025

Editorial assistant & internship coordinator
Embarcadero Media is for looking for a detail-oriented, organized 
self-starter who enjoys working as a key member of a news team. 

The ideal candidate for the full-time job of Editorial Assistant & 
Internship Coordinator is able to accomplish a wide variety of daily 
and weekly responsibilities with a high degree of quality. You enjoy 
working on publications and have a knack for copy editing; are 
fluent in such programs as G Suite (Google Apps), Microsoft Word 
and Adobe Acrobat; are flexible and able to take direction; and 
have knowledge of the Palo Alto area. A background in journalism 
is strongly preferred. 

The Embarcadero Media editorial assistant wears three main hats: 
co-editor of special publications, internship-program coordinator 
and departmental ”glue.” The position supports the editorial staff 
in general and directly reports to the associate editor. 

This is a great opportunity to contribute to an award-winning, 
42-year-old online and print publication that plays a critical role in the 
community. For more details, go to tinyurl.com/EMEditCoord22. 

To apply, please email your resume, cover letter and three news 
clips to Editorial Director Jocelyn Dong at jdong@paweekly.com, 
with ”Editorial Assistant” in the subject line. No phone calls, please.

We’re looking for talented, 
highly motivated and dynamic people

Join our team!

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com  |  TheAlmanacOnline.com  |  MountainViewOnline.com

O N L I N E

N E W S

Menlo School holds benefit concert for teen mental 
health nonprofit

Students and community leaders are coming together for a spe-
cial event to raise awareness and funds for teen mental health. The 
Menlo School’s Voices for Hope student committee is presenting 
a benefit concert at 4 p.m. on Sunday, April 3, with performances, 
speakers and art at the Spieker Center on the campus of Menlo 
School.

The benefit raises funds for the Children’s Health Council, a 
Peninsula-based nonprofit that offers mental health services to 
children, teens and young adults.

The event also explores how local students have looked to the arts 
as an outlet to cope with the pandemic and offers music and dance 
performances by the Menlo School dance team, choir, orchestra, 
jazz band and individual students. An art and writing gallery 
showcases visual arts and poetry, short stories and other written 
works by students.

Local leaders and health experts will be on hand to discuss how 
their organizations’ work connects with teen mental health. The 
lineup features Susan Wojcicki, CEO of YouTube; Dr. Leanne 
Williams, Professor of Psychiatry and Director of the Stanford 
Center for Precision Mental Health and Wellness; U.S. Rep. Ro 
Khanna; Dr. Lloyd B. Minor, Dean of Stanford University School of 
Medicine; Dr. Patty Crisostomo, Child Clinical Psychologist at The 
Children’s Health Council and Than Healy, Head of Menlo School.

The Spieker Center for the Arts is located at Menlo School, 50 
Valparaiso Ave., Atherton. Tickets are $5. For more information, 
visit menlovoicesforhope.com.

—Heather Zimmerman

City of Menlo Park announces key hires
The city of Menlo Park recently made two new hires in managing 

roles, including a Menlo Park Police Department commander who 
will serve as second in command to the police chief.

Thomas “TJ” Moffett will start on April 11 and 
oversee the four patrol teams, the traffic unit and 
an updated community response team, accord-
ing to Clay Curtin, the city’s public engagement 
manager. There are two commander roles in the 
police department, Curtin said.

Moffett previously served in the Modesto 
Police Department as lieutenant and acting cap-
tain. He has a master’s degree in law enforcement 
and public safety leadership from University of 
San Diego.

The city also hired a new assistant public 
works director, Tanisha Werner, a former senior 
project manager at the Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District. She joined the public works 
department on March 28.

Werner has over 16 years of experience in civil 
engineering, according to a city press release. She 
previously worked for the cities of Redwood City, 
Sunnyvale and Santa Clara.

She has a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from Fresno State 
University and a master’s degree in public administration from San 
Jose State University. Werner is also a state licensed civil engineer.

More background information on the two new hires can be 
found at bit.ly/3iS7DYh.

COVID testing site moves to Hillview Middle School 
The COVID-19 testing site at SRI International’s parking lot by 

Ringwood Avenue and Middlefield Road in Menlo Park moved to 
Hillview Middle School at 1100 Elder Avenue, starting March 28, 
according to the Menlo Park City School District.

The district is offering parking lot space at the school to keep the 
testing site hosted by Curative, a healthcare startup, in the com-
munity. Since October 2020, the company and the school district 
have partnered to provide tests for the city.

The location will be open Monday through Friday, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Testing is free and health insurance is not required. Visitors can 
park in front of Hillview’s parking spaces or along Elder Avenue, 
the district said. Walk-ins are accepted or appointments can be 
made at cur.tv/hillview.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

See COMMUNITY BRIEFS, page 21
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Dear Monica: 

 I am building an all-electric home pursuant to new codes and 
PG&E has a waitlist that is causing big delays. Is there any way to 
move this along faster ? 

Ruth T.

Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com: Office: 650-465-5971, 
COMPASS. WSJ Nationally Ranked. Real Trends Bay Area Top 100 
Agents

High Demand 
for Electricity

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

Dear Ruth: 
 There are several issues causing construction and remodeling 
projects to be delayed. There are supply chain issues causing months 
of delays related to appliances, building supplies, and more. There 
are also delays with PG&E because they are the ones who can do 
service upgrades or new installations. On PG&E’s website they lay 
out the process for various tasks but do not give an estimate of time 
a particular project will take. They mention that one can pay a fee to 
expedite service which you should consider doing. With all of the 
new electric autos projected for the next several years, delays may 
only get worse so you should not wait.

Register online at www.avenidas.org
For more information call (650) 289-5400

and
the

Avenidas 17th Annual

CAREGIVER CONFERENCE
“It’s Complicated: Strategies for Success”

Saturday, 
April 30

9:00am-3:30pm
MOUNTAIN VIEW 
SENIOR CENTER 

266 Escuela Avenue 
Mountain View
Parking is free

Choose from workshops on “Coping 
with Caregiving,” “Pro-Active 
Planning,” “Aging Safely” and 
“Caregiver Support Group.”

You’ll also enjoy:
• Keynote Speech by Dave Iverson of PBS & NPR
• Complimentary morning coffee and box lunch
• Access to helpful service providers
• “Caregiver Cafe” discussions with afternoon 

dessert and beverages

EARLY BIRD  
REGISTRATION $30 

Rose Kleiner Families, Avenidas 
and Village Members: $25

$35 at the door

Proof of vaccination required

present the

N E W S

By Julia Brown

G
ardeners and plant lovers 
alike are abuzz over the 
return of the Growing 

Natives Garden Tour, which 
went virtual the last two years 
due to the pandemic. 

About 40 local private home 
and public gardens landscaped 
with California native plants 
will be open to the public for 
free, in-person tours from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 
2, and Sunday, April 3. Saturday 
tours will include properties 
in Redwood City, Mountain 
View, Los Altos, Palo Alto, San 
Mateo and Sunnyvale. Sunday 
tours will shift south to Santa 
Clara, Cupertino, Campbell, Los 
Gatos, San Jose, Morgan Hill 
and Gilroy. 

Advance online registration 
is required to participate and 
get tour maps with addresses. 
There are also four virtual-only 
gardens this year. 

“Garden owners are very 
enthusiastic, and volunteers are 
really happy to be back in per-
son,” says volunteer Cynthia 
Gingrich. “I think there’s a 
renewed interest in what native 
plants provide to the biodiver-
sity of California.”

From native wildflowers like 
lupine and poppies to plants 
like manzanita and buckwheat, 
the gardens featured on the tour 
have a majority of California 
natives that are water-wise, low-
maintenance and use minimal 
or no chemicals. These serve 
as habitats for birds, butterflies 
and bees. Gardens that are 
deemed certified wildlife habi-
tats need to have food, shelter, 
water and cover for young, 
Gingrich says.

“In the Bay Area and Santa 
Cruz Mountains, we have an 
incredible number of open space 
preserves and county parks, and 
that’s still not enough,” she says. 
“We have to bring the natives 
back into our gardens because 
we have too many non-natives 
and invasives in our gardens and 
streets and even in parks ... The 
ivy and mustard and oxalis, sure 
they’re beautiful, but they push 
out the native species and don’t 
provide the nutrients and nour-
ishment that the native wildlife 
needs.”

This year’s gardens range 
from just over 1,000 square feet 
to a couple of acres and vary 
in maturity, with one garden 
only a few years old. Visitors 
will be allowed to tour a gar-
den and often can speak with 
the homeowner or a volunteer 

(most of whom are UC master 
gardeners) to learn more about 
the process of installing a native 
garden. Some of the gardens are 
public, including the gardens at 
San Carlos City Hall, Highlands 
Elementary School in San Mateo 
and Bol Park in Palo Alto.

Whether it’s a homeowner or 
a renter with an abundance of 
outdoor space or a small patio, 
the tour shows that there are 
small steps people can take to 
help native wildlife.

“When you have a postage-
sized yard in Sunnyvale, you 
can’t necessarily plant a whole 
field of lupines, but you can 
grow wildflowers in pots if you 
have an apartment balcony,” 
Gingrich says. “You can do 
a small part that will make a 
difference.”

To register or view photos 
and videos of the gardens, visit 
the Growing Natives website at 
gngt.org.

Bee haven, San Mateo, April 
2: This sunny San Mateo front 
yard features colorful flowers 
year-round, including wooly 
blue curl, California fuschia and 
monkey flower. A small lawn 
in the back is surrounded by 
fruit trees and natives, includ-
ing manzanita, sage brush and 
buckwheats, and a raised garden 
bed offers vegetables in the sum-
mer. Year-round blooms attract 
many varieties of birds and 
native bees. 

San Carlos native plant gar-
den, April 2: Stop by the city of 

San Carlos’ native plant garden 
at City Hall on Saturday to ask 
docents about its plants and 
features. The garden, designed 
by the UC master gardeners, 
has different areas of focus: One 
is for hummingbird-attracting 
plants, for example, while the 
area next to the benches features 
drought-tolerant plants such as 
monkey flower and white sage.

Shady Glen, Redwood City, 
April 2: Creeping Oregon grape 
and hummingbird sage can 
be spotted in the front of this 
garden designed and installed 
by the homeowner. In the back, 
artificial turf is surrounded by 
perennials such as huckleberry 
and sages. Bird baths, flowers 
and berries attract birds.

Matadero garden, Palo Alto, 
April 2: This half-acre garden 
in Palo Alto was installed eight 
years ago, when a new home was 
built on-site to include rooftop 
solar panels and hardscape for 
rainwater catchment. The gar-
den includes drought-tolerant 
shrubs like manzanitas and 
buckeyes, as well as old oak trees 
and other established plants.

Middlefield native and edible 
gardens, Palo Alto, April 2:
This front yard native garden 
was designed and installed by 
the homeowner, a master gar-
dener who propagates plants in 
her small backyard greenhouse. 
Native wildf lowers line the 
path, and a mound made up 

10 gardens to visit on the 20th annual 
Growing Natives Garden Tour

Residents are opening their yards to plant lovers this weekend

Courtesy Middlefield resident

Yellow lupine is among the native wildflowers at the Middlefield native 
and edible gardens, which can be visited on April 2 as part of the 
Growing Natives Garden Tour. 

See GARDEN TOUR, page 14
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By Sue Dremann

T
he BA.2 strain of the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus has 
overtaken other variants 

in Santa Clara and San Mateo 
counties, wastewater surveil-
lance shows.

The strain, which is a sub-
variant of the omicron virus 
that caused a large surge in 
cases in January, constitutes 
nearly 100% of the coronavirus 
strains in some local sewer-
sheds throughout both coun-
ties, according to Santa Clara 
County’s Wastewater Surveil-
lance Program and data from 
Stanford’s Sewer Coronavirus 
Alert Network (SCAN).

The surveillance program 
samples wastewater for evi-
dence of the virus’ ribonu-
cleic acid (RNA), a part of its 
genetic signature. The average 
percentages of BA.2 in San-
ta Clara County wastewater 
ranges from 65% to 100% of all 
variants in the north county. 
The levels are still consistently 
below 30% in the southern-
most county areas, county staff 
said in an email.

The high presence of BA.2 
started in the Palo Alto 

sewershed, which includes 
Palo Alto, Mountain View, 
East Palo Alto, Los Altos and 
Los Altos Hills, according to 
Stanford’s SCAN. Stanford 
SCAN presents the percentage 
of the variant in the wastewa-
ter compared to other variants 
as a trimmed mean over five 
days, which eliminates the 
high and low numbers.

The five-day trimmed mean 
percentage was as low as 2% on 
Feb. 8, but it reached 93% at its 
peak on March 6. It dropped to 
63% as of March 21, according 
to Stanford SCAN data.

Other sewersheds a lso 
showed BA.2 in single-digit 
percentages around the same 
time in February. They also 
rose significantly in the past 
few weeks. On March 21, the 
percentage of BA.2 in Codiga 
(Stanford University), a subset 
of the Palo Alto sewershed, 
was 89%; and San Jose was 
71%. Sunnyvale’s percentage 
was 96%.

In Gilroy, however, at the 
extreme end of Santa Clara 
County, the BA.2 percentage 
represented 34% of the vari-
ants present in wastewater, 
according to the Stanford 

SCAN data. 
In San Mateo County, the 

BA.2 percentage in the Silicon 
Valley Clean Water sewershed, 
which serves the cities of Bel-
mont, San Carlos, Redwood 
City and the West Bay Sanitary 
District, was 93% on March 
21, according to the Stanford 
SCAN data.

“The trends are consistent 
with state and national trends 
of BA.2 increasing among 
sequenced specimens from 
people with COVID,” Santa 
Clara County noted.

The county cautioned, how-
ever, against focusing only on 
recent readings.

“Wastewater surveillance, 
particularly for COVID-19 and 
variant detection, is still an 
emerging science,” the county 
said.

Wastewater data can also 
vary over short periods. Sunny-
vale’s BA.2 five-day trimmed 
mean percentage was 96% on 
March 21, but on March 22 
it dropped to 71%. Research-
ers and health officials must 
look at sustained trends rather 
than focusing on only the 
most recent readings, both 
for COVID-19 concentrations 

overall as well as proportions 
of a given variant, the county 
said.

The rapid rise of a variant 
is not completely unexpected, 
Michael Balliet, county deputy 
director for public health, said 
in a recent phone interview.

“It’s a pretty good indicator 
of what’s going on. The over-
arching message is that the 
virus is still actively circulat-
ing in the community,” he said.

The prevalence of BA.2 in 
the wastewater doesn’t neces-
sarily mean there are abundant 
COVID-19 cases, just that the 
strain has taken over, Dr. Jorge 
Salinas, hospital epidemiolo-
gist for Stanford Health Care, 
said by phone this week.

“Most variants have faded 
out and new variants tend to 
outcompete past variants. One 
potential conclusion is that 
BA.2 is perhaps more trans-
missible. It’s possible that the 
BA.2 variant has a bit of a com-
petitive advantage,” he said. 

While BA.2 is the dominant 
strain in the wastewater, so far 
it hasn’t translated to a high 
number of known infections, 
which is somewhat baff ling to 
health officials. The number of 
hospitalizations and case rates 
remain low, health leaders in 
Santa Clara and San Mateo 
counties said. It’s unknown if 
the BA.2 variant, which is 30% 
more transmissible, is going 
to cause milder illness, health 
officers in both counties have 
said.

Santa Clara County also 
hasn’t yet put its number of 
BA.2 cases on its wastewater 
surveillance dashboard. The 
time required for laboratories 
to sequence the genetic mate-
rial and report the variant 
cases to public health depart-
ments can take a month 
or more, according to the 
county.

Still, epidemiologists think 
another wave is coming.

“It is fair to expect an 
increase in cases in the coming 
weeks,” Salinas said.

Cases have exploded in some 
other countries, particularly 
in Asia.

BA.2 now accounts for 75% 
of the world’s COVID-19 cases, 
said Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove, 
the World Health Organiza-
tion’s COVID-19 technical 
lead. 

“This is the most transmis-
sible variant we have seen of 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus to date,” 
she said.

While each country and 
region faces different chal-
lenges, a reduction in test-
ing in many areas means the 
current cases are “just the tip 

of the iceberg,” Dr. Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO 
director-general, said during 
a press conference on March 
16. Regions that have done 
away with precautions such as 
masking and social distancing 
and that have low vaccination 
rates are going to be the most 
impacted, he said.

“The pandemic is not over. 
I repeat: The pandemic is not 
over,” he said.

In the Bay Area, with its 
high vaccination rate and 
high number of cases of the 
omicron BA.1 variant just two 
months ago, the region will be 
better protected against death 
and severe illness than other 
places, Salinas said.

“I believe there will be anoth-
er wave. It probably won’t be as 
high as the January wave,” he 
said.

It’s hard to predict how big 
the wave might be and how 
impactful, he added.

“It means in the coming 
weeks ... we will need to imple-
ment preventative procedures: 
masking, vaccination, social 
distancing; avoid crowded 
inside spaces.

“It’s like living in an area 
with frequent earthquakes or 
tornadoes. You know what to 
do,” he said.

Salinas said he is concerned 
that the country, so anxious 
to put the pandemic in the 
past, will rapidly jump to the 
conclusion that BA.2 is milder. 
He noted that was the assump-
tion with omicron BA.1 — but 
people died from BA.1. 

“With BA.2, we need to 
remain humble and nimble in 
our response,” he said.

Salinas also wouldn’t be 
surprised if there is another 
variant and a subsequent surge 
as long as there is an uncon-
trolled, large amount of infec-
tion anywhere in the world.

Louise Rogers, chief of San 
Mateo County Health, also 
told the San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors on Tues-
day that it’s too soon to say 
whether BA.2 will cause a 
surge. The county continues 
to be prepared and expects at 
some point there will be an 
uptick.

“Unfortunately, at this point 
we don’t know what will hap-
pen,” she said, which is why 
county health officials con-
tinue to urge people to get vac-
cinated and boosted.

“The vaccination rates do 
seem to be correlated with how 
severe the impacts are in other 
parts of the world,” she said.

Email Sue Dremann at 
sdremann@paweekly.com

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

See a pediatrician who  
will go the extra mile.

Virtual visits or in-person visits at
Peninsula Pediatric Medical Group 

N E W S

Omicron BA.2 variant dominates in local counties
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A SPANISH JOURNEYA SPANISH JOURNEY
APRIL 8–9
Spieker Center for the Arts, Menlo School
and via livestream at musicatmenlo.org

A vibrant, two-day exploration of Spanish classical 
music, dance, and culture, with violinist Kristin Lee
and friends.

TICKETS: MUSICATMENLO.ORG / 650-331-0202

Will your gas car be the 
last on your block? 

Learn more about EVs and available rebates 
at PenCleanEnergy.com/EV3

Don’t get left behind as San Mateo County 
embraces a cleaner, smarter EV future. Your 
neighbors are switching to EVs and saving 
thousands through rebates and lower fuel and 
maintenance costs over the vehicle’s lifetime. 

into Stage 2

DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

www.calwater.com/drought

rd

Quality. Service. Value.®

CNSB#3569769

N E W S

opted to pay a $4.8 million fee 
which includes a 10% adminis-
trative fee.

Some commissioner mem-
bers including Cynthia Harris 
expressed hopes for a brick-
and-mortar community ame-
nity rather than an in-lieu fee 
but nonetheless supported the 
proposal. Commissioner Chris 
DeCardy stressed that the city 
should use the funds as soon as 
possible.

“I really want to urge our City 
Council to utilize the dollars 
soon and to utilize it for direct 
benefits for the community 
members who are most imme-
diately impacted,” he said.

The developer has conducted 
community outreach for the 
project since 2020, Morcos 
said. This included more than 
6,000 f lyers sent to addresses 
in Menlo Park and East Palo 
Alto neighborhoods, calls with 
community members and pre-
sentations to the Menlo Park 
Chamber of Commerce.

The planning commission 
on Monday approved both the 
project and its final environ-
mental impact report, which 
concludes the state-mandat-
ed California Environmental 
Quality Act process. The report 
analyzes the project’s impact 
on traffic, air quality, public 
services and other areas.

The Sequoia Union High 
School District raised a couple 
of objections to the draft 
report, all revolving around the 
claim that it did not substan-
tially address the impact the 
project will have on the district 

and its resources.
The project, which is located 

about 245 feet southwest of the 
district’s TIDE Academy high 
school, will generate about 
32 new students, the school 
district’s attorney wrote. Since 
the school is anticipated to 
reach its 400-student capacity 
by 2023-24, the district claims 
that the Menlo Flats project, 
in addition to the multiple 
projects Greystar is develop-
ing in the area, will have “a 
profound negative effect on 
the district’s students, their 
families, and residents who 
will reside in and near the 
project.”

In response, LSA Associ-
ates, which authored the final 
impact report for Greystar, 
wrote that the district’s own 
2020-21 budget plan showed 
projected increases in enroll-
ment and that a separate study 
also concluded that the Menlo 
Flats project would not require 
or result in the construction of 

new or physically altered dis-
trict facilities.

Greystar and the high school 
district did not respond to 
requests for comment from The 
Almanac.

Full comments and responses 
to the project’s report can be 
read at bit.ly/3rb6U9h.

Greystar previously com-
pleted an apartment complex 
on the 3600 block of Haven 
Avenue in 2017, called Elan 
Menlo Park, which added 146 
market rate apartment units. 

The developers also have the 
Menlo Portal development on 
104-110 Constitution Drive 
and 115 Independence Drive 
with 335 units as well as the 
Menlo Uptown project on 141 
Jefferson Drive and 180-186 
Constitution Drive with 441 
units and 42 townhomes.Both 
developments are currently 
under construction. 

Email Lloyd Lee at llee@
almanacnews.com.

MENLO FLATS
continued from page 1

Courtesy Greystar

Menlo Flats, an eight-story mixed-use building proposal at 165 Jefferson 
Drive, was approved on Monday by the city planning commission. 
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ACADEMICS

7EDU Impact Academy Cupertino
7EDU’s summer program provides a great summer learning, fun 
and effective experience for your kids from K-12. For lower grades, 
7EDU offers critical reading and writing with PBL hands-on STEM 
exploration and performance arts. For upper grades, 7EDU offers: 
unique Individual Research with university professors; Entrepreneur 
Summer Camp in real Silicon Valley startup companies, and 
Academic Boost under top college counselors’ guidance to have 
a jumpstart in the fall. Multiple sessions, flexible online/on-site 
options. $50 special discount for Camp Connection.

7edu.org  (408) 216-9109

Athena Academy  Palo Alto
Athena Academy is proud to offer two, week-long academic skills 
programs for dyslexic and twice exceptional students entering 
grades 1-8. This program uses our unique strengths-based teaching 
approach to help our students build foundational skills for learning. 
June 20-24, July 18-22. Join us for one week or two!

athenaacademy.org/ 
summer  (650) 543-4560

Early Learning Institute Palo Alto, Pleasanton
Emerson Montessori School offers three Write Now!® courses — 
camp-like sessions designed to improve students’ writing and 
public presentation skills. Each one-week course features a different 
genre: Expository Writing (prose forms used in school assignments), 
Creative Writing (stories, plays, poems), and Presentation Skills 
(“Persuasion” this year). 

headsup.org Emerson: (650) 424-1267  
 Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
Harker summer programs for preschool - grade 12 children include 
opportunities for academics, arts, athletics and activities. Taught 
by exceptional, experienced faculty and staff, our programs offer 
something for everyone in a safe and supportive environment. 

harker.org/summer (408) 553-5737

Pinewood School   
Summer Festival of Learning  Los Altos 
Pinewood’s two- or four-week program offers half-day or full-day 
options in both academic and enrichment classes. Specialized 
teachers and small academic classes maximize the summer school 
experience for grades K-8. Our curriculum emphasizes academic 
achievement as well as participation in the arts, technology, and 
athletics. 

pinewood.edu/summerprograms 

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series  
on Biomedical Research Stanford
Explore biomedical science at Stanford through lectures from 
Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics 
in biomedical science including bioengineering, neuroscience, 
immunology and other topics. 

explore.stanford.edu  
explore-series@stanford.edu

Summer at Sand Hill School Palo Alto 
Our program balances fun group activities that promote social 
growth with academic remediation and a focus on student interests 
and talents. Appropriate for students who have completed Grade 
2, 3, 4 or 5 and who have language-based learning differences, 
attention challenges and/or school-based anxiety. Learn to love 
school again. Camp dates: June 14-June 30.

sandhillschool.org/summer (650) 688-3605

Summer@Stratford Palo Alto/Bay Area
Stratford infuses its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Math) curriculum into an innovative and enriching summer 
camp experience. Younger campers engage in hands-on learning 
projects, while elementary-age students collaborate to tackle real-
world problems. At the middle school level, individual subject-based 
enrichment classes are offered and tailored for each grade level. 

stratfordschools.com/summer  
pa@stratfordschools.com (650) 493-1151

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Camp Integem  Palo Alto
Camp Integem is the #1 AR camp for kids and teens (ages 5-18). It is 

a magical and unique experience for K-12 students who love STEM, 

Art, Coding, AI, Design, 3D Fashion, Animation, or Game Design to 

turn your imagination into cutting-edge designs. 

camp.integem.com  (408) 459-0657

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls Palo Alto
Casti Camp offers girls entering grades 2-6 a range of age-

appropriate activities including athletics, art, science, writing, 

crafts, cooking, drama and music. Leadership program available 

for girls entering grades 7-9.

castilleja.org/summercamp (650) 470-7833

City of Sunnyvale Recreation Sunnyvale
Offering 80+ camps for ages 3-17 featuring traditional camps, art 

camps, dance camps, theater camps, sports camps and STEM camps. 

Camps begin June 6 – Aug. 12. Check out swim lessons and recreation 

swim at three aquatic facilities with lessons opening early May.

sunnyvale.ca.gov/activities (408) 730-7350

Community School of Music & Arts Mountain View
50+ creative camps for grades K-12! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, 

Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops and more! 

One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Financial 

aid offered. 

arts4all.org (650) 917-6800 ext. 0

Hope Musical Theatre Palo Alto
1 WEEK FULL DAY CAMPS: June 6 - July 29. This summer camp is 

an intensive musical theatre program where students, ranging in 

age from 6 – 15 years old, put on a Broadway style musical with 

high caliber sets, props, costumes, a professional choreographer, 

a director and a live band. 

hopemusicaltheatre.com  (650) 568-3332

Midpen Media  Palo Alto
Midpen Media Center is hosting a series of media-making summer 

camps, including Studio Television Production, News & Journalism, 

Sports Broadcasting, Filmmaking, and Acting for the Camera.  

midpenmedia.org/summercamp (650) 494-8686

Oshman Family JCC Camps Palo Alto
At J-Camp, we build a spirited community where campers are 

immersed in joyful camp activities and develop meaningful 

relationships with others while engaging in individual personal 

growth. Our exciting day camp offers programming for incoming 

grades K–10.

ofjcc-jcamp.com (650) 223-8622

Riekes Center Bay Area
Explore all your interests with the Riekes Center this summer! 

Enrolling now for programs in Creative Arts, Nature, and 

multifaceted AFCANA including Athletic Fitness. For ages 5-18 with 

locations across the Peninsula.

riekes.org/summercamps2022  (650) 364-2509

Stanford Jazz Workshop  Stanford
Stanford Jazz Workshop on campus of Stanford University. Week-

long jazz immersion programs for young musicians in middle 

school (Giant Steps Day Camp, starts July 5), high school (Jazz Camp, 

July 10 and July 17), and adults/advanced teens (Jazz Institute, July 

24). All instruments and vocals. Jazz Camp tuition reduced by 1/3 

for our 50th Anniversary Season! 

stanfordjazz.org (650) 736-0324

TheatreWorks Silicon Valley Atherton, Palo Alto
Campers bring their plays to life, make new friends and practice 

collaboration skills at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s PlayMakers 

Camp (grades K-5). Campers learn acting, playwriting, movement 

and stagecraft from professional teaching artists from the Tony 

Award-winning local company. 

theatreworks.org/education (650) 463-7146

ATHLETICS

Bald Eagle Sports Camps Bay Area 
The first camp ever approved by The Positive Coaching Alliance for 

message and Development Zone programming. We offer 4 camps: 

Non-Traditional MultiSports (TK-5th), Sports Leadership & Field Trips 

(6th-8th), Basketball Camp (3rd-8th) and Coach In Training (free, 9th-

10th). Healthy lunch included for all. Extended Care 7:30 am - 6 pm.

baldeaglecamps.com  (888) 505-BALD

Dance Connection Palo Alto Palo Alto
Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family 

and a “home away from home” for our community of children and 

teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy and 

atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer Dance 

Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up including Teen 

Jazz, TikTok, and Hip Hop Camps. A summer session for ages 3 to 

adults will be offered from June 13-July 30.

danceconnectionpaloalto.com/dance-connection- 
event-calendar/summer-dance-camps (650) 322-7032

Decathlon Sports Club Los Altos 
Decathlon Sports Club’s environment we have created and fostered 

feels a lot like that “old neighborhood”. Games and socializing, 

in combination with structured sports and instruction, creates 

the simultaneously relaxed, crazy, fun and educational feel of our 

program. Children play, get tons of exercise, and develop socially, 

physically, and athletically.

dsclosaltos.com  Text or Call: (650) 314-9775

Kim Grant Tennis Palo Alto  
Summer Camps Monterey Bay
Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner, 

Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis levels. 

Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant improve player technique, 

fitness, agility, mental toughness and all around game. Weekly 

camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps in Monterey Bay. 

KimGrantTennis.com Text: (650) 690-0678 
 Call: (650) 752-8061 

Maccabi Sports Camp Atherton
Maccabi Sports Camp is an overnight Jewish sports camp. We 

welcome campers entering grades 3–11 with programs dedicated 

to building strong character and Jewish community through sports.

maccabisportscamp.org/wp (415) 997-8844

Camp Cardinal  Stanford
We hope you’re ready for engaged and safety-focused staff, 

phenomenal facilities, and innovative programs. Our camps will 

empower your camper’s physical, and mental skills in a social 

environment. Our main camper program is for kids 5 years old to 6th 

grade. Our Counselor-in-Training Program for kids 7th-10th grade 

for aspiring camp counselors.

campcardinal.org  
campcardinal@stanford.edu

Stanford Baseball Camps Stanford
At Sunken Diamond on the campus of Stanford University. A variety 

of camps are offered to benefit a wide range of age groups and 

skill sets. Campers will gain instruction in several baseball skills, 

fundamentals, team concepts, and game play. 

stanfordbaseballcamp.com (650) 725-2054

Stanford Water Polo Camps  Stanford
Whether you’re new to water polo or have experience, we have a 

camp for you. Half day or full day options for boys and girls ages 

7 and up. All camps provide fundamental skills, scrimmages and 

games. 

stanfordwaterpolocamps.com (650) 725-9016

Please check directly with camps for updates and remote 
offerings. To advertise in print and online, call (650) 326-8210.

Learn more at PaloAltoOnline.com/camp_connection. 

Camp ConnectionCamp Connection
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Approaching 101 years 
old, Robert (Bob) Edward 
Boeddiker departed this 
life on March 23, 2022, in 
Carmel, California. He 
was born on March 28, 
1921 to Mother Grace A. 
Long Boeddiker and Father 
Wilhelm Otto Boeddiker.

Bob was born in San 
Francisco at Saint Francis 
Hospital. He graduated 
from Lowell High School 
in 1938. He continued 
on to the University of 
California Berkeley to re-
ceive a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business Administration, class of 1943, and then the University 
of San Francisco to earn a Bachelor of Law Degree, class of 1949.

He was married to Jean Boeddiker for twenty years and prior 
to Jean, his late wife Shirley Peterson Boeddiker for fifty five 
years.

Bob was employed by Marsh McLennan and later joined 
his friend John McCracken to form McCracken Boeddiker 
Insurance in Menlo Park.

He was very proud of his military service in the United States 
Marine Corps. Bob enlisted in 1942 and began active duty in 
1943. He became a commissioned officer in 1944 and served in 
Hawaii, Guam and Okinawa in the mid 1940’s. Bob was called 
back to active duty for the Korean War in 1951 and retired from 
the Marine Corps Reserves as a Lt. Colonel in 1981. Oorah!

Bob was passionate about service and was an active member 
of the Menlo Park Kiwanis Club for over 30 years. He served 
as the Director of the Menlo Park Fire Protection District and 
he was also the Director of the Palo Alto Boys Club for many 
years. His other passion was golf. He was a founding member 
of Sharon Heights Golf and Country Club in Menlo Park and it 
was in his 90’s when he received not one but two holes-in-one. 
Today there is an annual golf tournament in his honor called 
the Bob Boeddiker Invitational at Monterey Pines.

Bob is survived by his spouse Jean Boeddiker and his chil-
dren Bob, Jim (Maggie), Tom (Margaret), Kitty (Larry), Bud 
(Chris), Carol (Doug), Bill (Bob), seven grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was held at The Carmel Mission on 
March 30, 2022.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Robert E. Boeddiker
March 28, 1921 – March 23, 2022

Full-time Reporter
Embarcadero Media is seeking a full-time reporter with a passion 
for local journalism. We are an award-winning online news service 
covering the vibrant city of Mountain View, the home of Google 
and NASA Ames Research Center, in the heart of Silicon Valley. 
We’re looking for someone with excellent writing and reporting 
skills, who is self-motivated and eager to learn, and is familiar with 
the Mountain View area. Being bilingual in Spanish is a plus. 

The Mountain View Voice Online is part of Embarcadero Media, 
which includes the Palo Alto Weekly and The Almanac. To apply, 
send a resume, cover letter and three news clips to Editor Andrea 
Gemmet at editor@mv-voice.com.

We’re looking for talented, 
highly motivated and dynamic people

Join our team!

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto  |  650.326.8210
MountainViewOnline.com  |  PaloAltoOnline.com  |  TheAlmanacOnline.com

O N L I N E

N E W S

By Angela Swartz

H
olding handmade post-
ers and sunflowers, Oak 
Knoll School students 

and their parents walked the 
Menlo Park school’s track on 
three days last week to send 
a message of hope to Ukrai-
nian children and refugees 
worldwide.

The peace walks, organized by 
students and staff, took place on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day mornings, March 21-23, to 
show support for children flee-
ing Ukraine after Russia invaded 
the country last month.

Some 4.3 million children, 
over half of Ukraine’s child pop-
ulation, have been displaced by 
the war, according to UNICEF. 
More than 1.8 million children 
have crossed into neighboring 
countries as refugees and 2.5 
million have been internally 
displaced inside the country, 
UNICEF reported on Thursday, 
March 24.

“Finding a way for students to 
share their thinking and raise 
awareness that is appropriate for 
our students, who are between 3 

years old at our Early Learning 
Center (preschool on campus) 
and our fifth graders, led us to the 
idea of a Peace Walk,” said Princi-
pal Alicia Payton-Miyazaki in an 
email. “We have staff and families 
from Ukraine and Russia who 
are deeply committed to return-
ing to peace and supporting the 

communities who have been 
affected by this war.”

School administrators invited 
families to donate to the Red 
Cross and UNICEF to help pro-
vide humanitarian relief. 

Email Angela Swartz at 
aswartz@almanacnews.com.

Oak Knoll students stage peace walks 
for Ukrainian children and refugees

Courtesy Chana Stewart

Students at Oak Knoll School in Menlo Park participated in peace 
walks the week of March 21 to show support to Ukrainian children and 
refugees worldwide.

“Current evidence suggests 
some waning of protection over 
time against serious outcomes 
from COVID-19 in older and 
immunocompromised individu-
als. Based on an analysis of 
emerging data, a second booster 
dose of either the Pfizer or Mod-
erna COVID-19 vaccine could 
help increase protection levels for 
these higher-risk individuals,” Dr. 
Peter Marks, director of the FDA’s 
Center for Biologics Evaluation 
and Research, said in the state-
ment, adding that the data show 
that an initial booster dose is criti-
cal in helping to protect all adults 
from potentially severe outcomes. 

“Those who have not received 

their initial booster dose are 
strongly encouraged to do so,” 
he said.

The FDA will continue to 
evaluate whether to authorize the 
potential use of a second booster 
dose in other age groups. 

“The FDA has determined that 
the known and potential benefits 
of a second COVID-19 vaccine 
booster dose with either of these 
vaccines outweigh their known 
and potential risks in these popu-
lations,” the agency said in the 
statement.

The FDA looked at safety sur-
veillance data provided from 
the Ministry of Health of Israel, 
which found no new safety con-
cerns after the second booster 
among about 700,000 people ages 
18 and older who received the 

Pfizer vaccine. Approximately 
600,000 of those people were ages 
60 or older. The second booster 
shot of the Moderna vaccine 
also showed no additional safety 
concerns.

Increases in antibody levels 
against the SARS-CoV-2 virus, 
including delta and omicron vari-
ants, appeared two weeks after the 
second booster in the Israeli study.

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention also 
approved the authorization on 
Tuesday. Santa Clara County said 
that with the CDC’s approval, 
the shots will be made available 
“immediately.” 

Email Staff Writer Sue 
Dremann at sdremann@

paweekly.com.

BOOSTER
continued from page 5

weapons, high-capacity ammu-
nition magazines, police-style 
communication devices and “a 
large amount of clothing and 
other evidence of street-gang 
participation,” the report said.

Echols was arrested on suspi-
cion of multiple counts of illegal 
possession of assault weapons, 
multiple counts of possession 
of high capacity ammunition 
magazines, possession of a short-
barreled rif le, participation 
in a criminal street gang and 

commission of a felony while out 
on bail.

More charges are possible, 
the police said. Acker said a 
case involving the arrest made 
through the search warrant is 
being written up to send to the 
San Mateo County District attor-
ney’s office.

During the period of Echols’ 
first and second arrest, Menlo 
Park Patrol officers also took six 
firearms off the street through 
separate traffic enforcement 
stops. Several of the incidents 
also involved drivers fleeing 
from the police, but Acker 

could not specify the number of 
incidents.

“In nearly all of these cases, 
either drugs, stolen property, evi-
dence of property crimes, gang 
participation, or a combination 
of these were also present,” police 
said. “This reinforces a concern 
that there are a significant num-
ber of firearms being carried 
by non law-abiding suspects of 
crime, without regard for the 
safety of our innocent commu-
nity members.” 

Email Lloyd Lee at llee@
almanacnews.com.

FIREARMS
continued from page 5
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Arts, Sports, Games, and 
So Much More!

All Girls Day Camp
Palo Alto, CA

Camp for Girls Entering Grades 2–9 

Counselor in Training Program Offered

Registration is Open! 

www.castilleja.org/summercamp

tv

Enroll now for June and 
July Academic Camps!

Give Your 
Dyslexic or 
2e Learner 
The Summer
Boost They 
Need.

Highly Trained Teachers
Project-based curriculum
Unique teaching methods

Grades
1-8

www.AthenaAcademy.org/summer
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STANFORD EXPLORE
A Lecture Series on Biomedical Research

DATES:  JULY 11-29, 2022 
(Monday-Friday; 3 week program) 

TIME:   9am-12pm daily 
FORMAT:   VIRTUAL PROGRAM – ZOOM WEBINAR

ELIGIBILITY:   High School Students (9th-12th grade)

REGISTRATION:   Online registration began on March 1, 2022

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
explore.stanford.edu

PROGRAM TOPICS:

WEEK 1 (July 11-15): IMMUNOLOGY/NEUROSCIENCE
WEEK 2 (July 18-22): STEM CELL/CANCER
WEEK 3 (July 25-29): BIOENGINEERING/BIOINFORMATICS

N E W S

Las Lomitas Elementary School District 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND OF 

PROPOSAL FOR INCREASING SCHOOL 
FACILITIES FEES AS AUTHORIZED

BY EDUCATION CODE SECTION 17620 AND  
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 65995

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that immediately following a public hearing 
on the matter, a resolution will be considered by the Board of 
Trustees of the Las Lomitas Elementary School District at its 
regular meeting on April 13, 2022 which, if adopted by the Board, 
will increase development fees established by the District against 
residential construction and reconstruction to $4.79 per square foot 
and against new commercial or industrial construction to $0.78 
per square foot.  The proposed fees are authorized by Education 
Code Section 17620 and Government Code Section 65995.  Data 
pertaining to the cost of school facilities is available for inspection 

at 1011 Altschul Avenue in Menlo Park.  The increased fees, if 

13, 2022 which is 60 days after the proposed adoption by the 
Board of the resolution levying such fee.

Student vaccination rates 
and case counts

Since the board’s last meeting, 
district staff collected COVID-19 
student vaccination data through 
a state database.

About 43% of Ravenswood stu-
dents are fully vaccinated, while 
only 27.7% of district students are 
both fully vaccinated and boosted 
(if eligible), according to a staff 
presentation.

Case rates in the Ravenswood 
district area are still higher than 
the county average but are signifi-
cantly lower than they were when 
the district presented to the board 
two weeks ago, said Ann Water-
man Roy, the district’s strategic 
pandemic recovery consultant. 

Since March 12, there have been 
just three COVID-19 cases distric-
twide on campus, as of Thursday, 
March 24. Superintendent Gina 
Sudaria noted that the data does 
not include students or staff who 
test positive for the virus while not 
on campus. 

Future of outdoor mask 
mandates

The state dropped outdoor mask 
requirements in June 2021 (except 
at large events like concerts and 
sporting events).

The district has required out-
door masking because of modified 
quarantine rules. Under modi-
fied quarantine, exposed students 
could stay on campus only if 
masked when exposed, according 
to the staff report.

School board President Mele 
Latu said she’d like to lift the 
district’s outdoor mask mandate 
after students return from spring 
break this month. She noted that 
the district’s campuses have “the 
capacity and space” to be able to 
lift the outdoor requirement.

Trustee Jenny Varghese Bloom 
said her preference is to stick to 
both the outdoor and indoor mask 
requirements until the end of the 
school year. She has two small 
children and said she knows kids 
hang out right next to their friends 
outdoors, which increases their 
chances of virus exposure. She’s 
also concerned about the district’s 
low vaccination rates compared 
to the average across San Mateo 
County.

“From all accounts we’re read-
ing, there is going to be a surge,” 
she said. “That’s what we’re seeing 
around the world. ... We have to 
be really practical and understand 
that kids are resilient. ... If we 
have to come back in a few weeks 
because there’s a surge and we 
have to tell kids they have to put 
their masks back on after we told 
them to take them off, that’s going 
to be even harder for our staff and 
our principals and our teachers.” 

Email Angela Swartz at 
aswartz@almanacnews.com.

RAVENSWOOD
continued from page 5



April 1, 2022 AlmanacNews.com TheAlmanac 13

Register
Today!

HARKER
SUMMER

REGISTER
TODAY!



14 The Almanac AlmanacNews.com April 1, 2022

JUL 5–9 Giant Steps Day Camp
For middle school musicians

For high school and middle school 
musicians aged 17 and under
JUL 10–15 & 17–22  Jazz Camp
For musicians ages 12 and up
JUL 18–22 Jazz Camp ONLINE

JUL 24–29

For adults 
and advanced young musicians by audition

Jazz Institute

Have a blast playing music 
this summer at SJW’S 

jazz immersion programs! 

stanfordjazz.orgenroll now 650-736-0324

AGES 12 AND UP. ALL EXPERIENCE LEVELS. 
ALL INSTRUMENTS & VOCALS

AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY!

sandhillschool.org/summer

650.688.3605  |  INFO@SANDHILLSCHOOL.ORG
650 CLARK WAY, PALO ALTO, CA

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
REGISTRATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR, VISIT: 

Join us !
Summer at Sand Hill School
was created for students with 
language-based learning 

Appropriate for students who have 
completed Grade  or 

Summer
Sand Hill

School

AT 

JUNE 14 – JUNE 30
A fun summer program with a 
balance of social development 
and remediation.

N E W S

of perennial and annual veg-
etables sits in the center of the 
yard. The homeowner will also 
allow tours of her backyard 
edible garden, which includes 
fruit trees, beehives, a large 
vegetable garden and chickens.

Foxborough garden, Moun-
tain View, April 2: A red-
wood habitat, fruit trees and 
natives including manzanita 
and coffeberry can be found 
at this Mountain View garden. 
Benches and solar-powered 
fountains make for an invit-
ing spot to watch birds and 
butterf lies. 

Miguel garden, Los Altos, 
April 2: Spot ceanothus, Cali-
fornia gooseberry and wooly 
blue curl among other natives 
in the front garden, which fea-
tures a stone bench and a dry 

creek bed for capturing rain-
water. In the back you’ll find 
a small bamboo grove with a 
Japanese lantern, succulents 
and cacti, plus more natives 
like bunchgrass meadow close 
to the house. Birds enjoy the 
f lowering plants, and lizards 
like hanging out in the desert 
area and in rock wall crevices.

Hummingbird haven, Los 
Altos, April 2: A seasonal dry 
creek in the front yard chan-
nels stormwater and is deco-
rated with gum plant, coyote 
mint, wildf lowers, and lilac 
verbena, among other plants. 
Both lawns were replaced by 
meadows accented by a variety 
of plants, including California 
poppies, coyote mint and lilac 
verbena. The backyard also has 
a variety of fruit trees and a 
raised vegetable garden.

Low water cottage gar-
den, Campbell, April 3: Find 

manzanitas, sulfur buckwheats 
and baccharis “Twin Peaks” 
among a meandering path of 
interlocking paving stones in 
this 4,700-square-foot garden. 
A pervious concrete driveway 
helps keep rainwater on-site. 
Berries, f lowers and seeds pro-
vide food for native wildlife.

Round’s Hill, Monte Sereno, 
April 3: Hike uphill to see 
a nearly 2-acre garden with 
meadows of annual wildf low-
ers so abundant they’re vis-
ible overhead in the spring. 
Numerous native grasses, 
f lowers and shrubs thrive here, 
and wildlife including deer, 
rabbits and coyotes are among 
the visitors. The homeowner 
designed and installed the gar-
den and has been tending to it 
for 24 years. 

Email Editor Julia Brown at 
jbrown@thesixfifty.com

GARDEN TOUR
continued from page 7

By Lloyd Lee

A 
family-owned hardware 
store based in San Fran-
cisco has opened its 

first outpost in Palo Alto at 251 
California Ave.

Nob Hill Hardware, owned 
by longtime Menlo Park resi-
dent Mihail Fechete, is located 
in the space that was once part 
of a larger FedEx Office, which 
is now occupying a smaller 
store next door. The shop is 
set to hold a grand opening in 
May.

Greeting customers are the 
walls of pliers, ratchets, ham-
mers and other tools that 
one might expect to find in a 
hardware store, but it also has 
various selections of kitchen-
ware, party supplies and other 
miscellaneous items.

The store is in the process of 
stocking its shelves, Fechete 
said, but supply chain issues 
have delayed the arrival of 
some merchandise. The owner 
expects the selection to match 
that of his San Francisco store, 
with around 10,000 items.

“I love hardware stores,” 
said Palo Alto resident Doria 
Summa, who was browsing 
the shelves at Nob Hill earlier 
this week. “It’s very small, but 
it seems to have a little bit of 
everything.”

Fechete said his San Francis-
co shop, which coincidentally 
is located on another street 
also named California, has 
been performing well, even in 

the midst of the pandemic, and 
so he decided to broker a deal 
for the 3,155-square-foot space 
on California Avenue in May 
2020. People seemed to have 
had more free time during the 
pandemic and embarked on 
their own home improvement 
projects, he said.

Fechete said the new location 
seemed like a great opportu-
nity to introduce his business 
to people closer to home.

He opened his first store 
in San Francisco’s Nob Hill 
neighborhood in late 2007 
after spending a lot of time in 
and out of hardware stores as a 
contractor for nearly a decade.

Fechete said he hopes to 

provide goods that people may 
not always find at a mega-
hardware retailer, including 
small items like shoe polish, 
buttons or needles, as well as 
expert advice.

The opening of the indepen-
dent hardware store is a pleas-
ant, and somewhat unexpected, 
surprise. Hardware stores tend 
to disappear more than they 
pop up, said Steven Staiger, a 
historian at the Palo Alto His-
torical Association who briefly 
worked at Cambridge Hardware 
near California Avenue in the 
1970s before it closed in 1997. 

Email Lloyd Lee at llee@
almanacnews.com.

Menlo Park resident opens 
Nob Hill Hardware in Palo Alto

Neighborhood store opens its doors 
at former FedEx space on California Avenue

Lloyd Lee

Menlo Park resident Mihail Fechete recently opened a second location 
of his Nob Hill Hardware store to expand his business and cut down 
his commute. 
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Community, character and culture are at the heart of our program that combines high-level specialized 
sports instruction with the traditional experience of a Jewish overnight camp.

During our one- and two-week day and overnight camp sessions, campers focus on building skills and 
developing as teammates in their core sport: baseball, basketball, volleyball, soccer and tennis.

• Experienced and Inspirational Coaches
• Individualized Instruction
• College Facilities
• Swimming and Electives Daily

A Jewish overnight camp experience for grades 3–11

Building Strong Character and
Jewish Community through Sports

maccabisportscamp.org
(415) 997-8844 | info@maccabisportscamp.org

Oshman Family JCC
Taube Koret Campus for Jewish Life

3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto, CA 94303
paloaltojcc.org | (650) 223-8700

Maccabi Sports Camp is a program of the Oshman Family JCC

Traditional camps for kids from Kindergarten through Grade 6

Weekly field trips, Friday themed events, and wacky water days 

Awesome adventures and meaningful service opportunities for teens  

Hebrew Immersion Camp for Kindergarten–Grade 6   

REGISTER TODAY AT OFJCC-JCAMP.COM

Oshman Family JCC | Taube Koret Campus for Jewish Life
3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto, CA 94303 | paloaltojcc.org | (650) 223-8700

SUMMER 2022
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N E W S

By Itzel Luna/CalMatters

T
he CalMatters College 
Journalism Network 
spoke with first-genera-

tion college students across the 
state about the challenges they 
face on campus.

When I first started at Stanford 
this fall as a first-generation col-
lege student, I automatically felt a 
sense of immense pressure. I felt 
a need to prove that I deserved 
my spot — especially as I looked 
at my peers, many of whom came 
from affluent backgrounds and 
already had impressive intern-
ships lined up for the summer 
and national awards listed on 
their LinkedIn profiles.

Feeling out of place didn’t go 
away when I arrived on cam-
pus. Move-in weekend, I was 
surrounded by other freshmen 
whose parents had attended 
Stanford and could show them 
around. That wasn’t the case for 
me — both of my parents are 
immigrants from Mexico. My 
mom, who never got to finish 
high school, and my dad, who 
didn’t get past middle school, 
were in awe of the place I would 
be residing in for the next four 
years. 

As the school year got under-
way, I struggled with feelings of 
burnout while pushing myself 
academically. I signed up for an 
ambitious 18-unit course load in 
the fall, compared to the typical 
14-unit freshman load. I piled 
on extracurricular activities, 
including the school newspaper, 
Stanford Women in Politics, and 
a fellowship at the CalMatters 
College Journalism Network. 
This quarter, I challenged myself 
further by enrolling in Math 19, 
Stanford’s introductory calculus 
course. But I quickly saw gaps in 
my learning. The material I had 
learned in my under-resourced 
high school did not prepare 
me for college-level math. I 
ultimately opted for a credit/no 
credit score for the class instead 
of a letter grade, a decision that 
was very difficult. 

I know I’m not the only first-
generation student to struggle 
without the support of fam-
ily members who have attended 
college.

At Stanford, 18.5% of the Class 
of 2023 is first-generation. About 
41% of undergraduates in the 
University of California system 
and nearly one-third of Cali-
fornia State University students 
are the first in their families to 
attend college. And COVID-19 
has made it a difficult year for all 
students. 

For the CalMatters College 
Journalism Network, I set out 
to talk to other first-generation 
students on California campuses 
about what it was like adapting to 

academia — and what they wish 
other people understood about 
the first-gen experience. 

(Comments have been edited 
for length and clarity.)

Perla Duran —  
Occidental College
Freshman Economics & 
Media, Arts, and Culture 
major; Chinese minor

First-generation college stu-
dents have a lot of determination 
and drive. And that’s what I 
think people need to understand 
more. 

They’ve seen their families go 
through so much. My mom came 
from the Dominican Republic 
and had to work job after job.

The good thing about being a 
first-generation college student is 
you have the drive to keep find-
ing more resources. But I think 
what people think is that we’re 
just confused, and that we don’t 
know anything. 

I experienced this in high 
school. I was looking into jour-
nalism programs because I was 
really interested in journalism. 
I was too scared that I wasn’t 
going to be able to get into a pro-
gram like the Princeton Summer 
Journalism Program (PSJP), but I 
decided to go for it anyway. 

PSJP was really amazing 
because we were able to interact 
with different journalists. We 
were assigned a counselor who 
was able to help me with (college) 
applications. I would recom-
mend first-generation students 
do any similar program out 
there. 

When it came to me applying 
to a private school, especially 
applying early decision, it was 
really hard for me, because my 
school counselor was telling me, 
“Oh, you might not get enough 
aid, and you’re gonna have to go 
to that school and not gonna be 
able to afford it.” But my coun-
selor from PSJP was telling me 
“You’ll be able to afford it. The 
school meets full need.” 

I didn’t really know who to 
listen to. I’m glad I listened to 
my PSJP counselor. Because if 
not, I would have (gone to) a state 
school that would have given me 
no money. 

Ximena Sanchez Martinez —  
Stanford University
Junior Biology & 
Comparative Studies in 
Race and Ethnicity major

(Getting into Stanford) was 
a very exciting moment for me 
because (when I was growing up) 
my parents worked at the Coffee 
House on campus. When they 
couldn’t find a babysitter for me 

and my sister, they would bring 
us to work. I didn’t know English 
that well at first, so I remember 
I was trying to raise funds for a 
high school field trip by selling 
those little dollar chocolates. I 
remember setting it up here and 
someone helping me translate 
my little sign, and then Stan-
ford students were buying my 
chocolate. 

Now, coming here, of course, 
I’m older, I speak English. My 
parents couldn’t help me with 
the application process but when 
I got into Stanford, they knew 
exactly where everything was. 
My mom was like “OK, this is 
where your chemistry class is 
supposed to be, your math class 
is going to be here, but you have 
to take this door to get in.” 

Coming to campus, the aspect 
that I was most afraid of was just 
finding my friends, my friend 
group. It was an overwhelming 
experience. On the (anonymous 
messaging app) Fizz, there was a 
comment I saw once about first-
generation, low-income students 
always pushing this perspective 
that they are victimized. There’s 
a lot to unpack in that. 

When I saw it, I just wondered 
what made this person feel the 
need to make that comment. 
When people say things that are 
disrespectful to someone else, it’s 
because they don’t understand 
the full story. I would encourage 
this person to come to one of 
our community-building events, 
just so that they get to learn 
more about this community on 
campus. 

My freshman year, I initially 
joined the First Generation Low 
Income Partnership as an intern 
and now I am the co-president 
of the organization. On Thanks-
giving, we do programming for 
students who were unable to go 
back home during the week. We 
got funds to buy a bunch of good-
ies and students could come by, 
pick up a bag, and shop around 
for things. I want them to know 
that there are people on campus 
who care about their wellbeing 
and that they belong here.

Aziz Ayobi —  
Las Positas College
Sophomore Nursing Major

There’s this assumption that 
(first-generation students) are 
gonna follow the footsteps of 
their parents. They’re just like, 
“Oh your parents didn’t go to 
college, then you’re pretty much 
the same as them.” Now that I’ve 
started college, I feel like I have 
this duty to actually finish col-
lege. It’s like a responsibility that 
I have to take care of. 

Going straight to a four-year 
sounded really scary. Starting 

off at a community college made 
it way better. It lessened the ten-
sion a lot. Now, when I go to a 
four-year, I know what’s going 
on, what I should be expecting, 
and what they should be expect-
ing from me. 

(I had) no guidance from 
parents. (First-generation stu-
dents) literally don’t know what 
to expect. It’s like a fog; they’re 
walking blindly through some-
thing. I really didn’t want to go 
to college but my teachers pushed 
me.

This was different water that 
I was treading so at first, I was 
very scared. Then, as time went 
on, I really thought about it and 
it was actually exciting. I’m actu-
ally starting to like it; I chose the 
correct decision.

Valery Barrera —  
University of California, 
Riverside
Freshman Creative Writing 
Major   

I knew since middle school that 
I was going to be a first-genera-
tion student going to college. In 
middle school, I said, “Mom, do 
you have a trust fund for me? Do 
you have something for college?” 
And she said, “No, I don’t.” I had 
a bunch of other friends whose 
parents did have a bank account 
set aside for their kids. 

For the most part, I’ve always 
gotten good grades and I think 
that that’s how I’ve always por-
trayed myself to other people. 
That’s just the expectation they 
have for me. Being a first-
generation student, they don’t 
know how hard college can be 
— how overwhelming it can be 
—  because they’ve never had that 
experience.  

Something people misunder-
stand about being first-gen is 
this assumption that “Oh, you’re 
really smart because you got 
into this college, so you know 
what you’re doing, you know 
how to handle it.” But in reality, 
we really don’t know what we’re 
doing. They think you know 
how to sign up for (the federal 
financial aid application) FAFSA 
by yourself. They expect you 
to be able to handle all of these 
responsibilities. 

Every time a family friend sees 
me, they’re like, “Oh, how’s col-
lege? How are you doing?” And 
obviously, my answer is always 
gonna be “Yes, I’m doing OK.” 
But in reality, there’s always 
struggle, and I feel like that’s 
something people don’t really 
think of. 

I come home every weekend, 
and almost every weekend, I 
have homework. I’m just stuck 
in my room doing homework 
and I feel so drained and so 

overwhelmed. Friends and fam-
ily should understand this. I tell 
my mom all the time, “I’m just 
gonna go to Starbucks and do my 
homework,” because I just need a 
change in environment. 

College is a big, big, big respon-
sibility. And it takes a toll on your 
mental health. And I feel like 
that’s something we need to pay 
more attention to.

It’s important not to over-
whelm yourself because at the 
end of the day, you’re doing what 
you love and you’re doing it for 
yourself. Reminding yourself 
that you’re doing this for you and 
that it’s going to benefit you in 
the best way possible, is impor-
tant. Taking a deep breath is OK. 
Taking a step back is OK. 

Jaqueline Ruvalcaba — 
American River College
Sophomore Journalism 
Major

I’ve been in and out of college 
for about five years because of 
work. The main problem has 
been having to decide whether 
I wanted to just stick to working 
because that’s what my parents 
did. When in reality, I want to go 
to school. I want to learn about 
people’s experiences and I want 
to enjoy what I do. I don’t think 
anyone should ever have to pick 
between those things. 

My parents came here and they 
worked. They didn’t go to school, 
they didn’t think about school. 
They said, “If you can succeed 
in your job, you do that over 
anyone else.” You had to do it to 
get somewhere. That mentality 
definitely passes on. 

I wish that people really under-
stood that first-generation stu-
dents sometimes start from 
scratch. How do you sign up for 
a class? How do you even go to 
college? I mean, do I just walk 
in and say, “Hey, I want to go to 
American River College?” That’s 
literally what I had to do to figure 
it out. 

If I could give first-generation 
students advice, I would say it’s 
gonna get really hard at times. 
You’ll be tired, you’ll be exhaust-
ed, but get out there because we 
need people who came from that 
process to be a part of society and 
integrate themselves into differ-
ent branches of society, and for 
certain branches, you have to go 
to school. 

 Itzel Luna is a fellow with 
CalMatters College Journalism 

Network, a collaboration 
between CalMatters and 

student journalists from across 
California. This story and 

other higher education coverage 
are supported by the College 

Futures Foundation.

What people get wrong about first-generation college students
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few species of plants can survive 
in it. 

“Weeds and other invasive 
plants have a hard time in this 
soil,” Dolkas says. “And, as a 
result, what remains are the 
native flowers that have evolved 
with it. Pulgas Ridge and Ran-
cho San Vicente, which is now 
part of San Jose’s Calero County 
Park, are great spots to see ser-
pentine soil.”

Many people identify the 
swaths of yellow wild mustard 
blooms as a sign that wildflower 
season has begun, but these 
plants, Brassicaceae, are not 
native to the Peninsula and are 
considered an invasive species 
said to have been brought to the 
area by Spanish missionaries.

Arastradero Creek Trail, 
Palo Alto

Purchased and managed by 
the city of Palo Alto since 
the 1970s, Pearson-Arastradero 
Preserve has over 10 miles of 
trails easily accessible off I-280 
(Page Mill Road exit west). The 
Arastradero Creek Trail is a 
relatively easy, one-way 1.44-
mile trail with moderate hills. 
Enter from Foothill Park, and 
pass the lake before you make 
the hike uphill. The gravel and 
dirt trail is nice and wide in 
most locations. There’s little 
shade, so go early in the season 
for the best showing and to 
avoid the heat. Very serene but 
watch out for mountain bikers 
who take advantage of the hills. 
Lots of sky lupines (Lupinus 
nanus) and California poppies 
(Eschscholzia californica) are 
visible from various spots along 
the route.

Edgewood Park and Nature 
Preserve, Redwood City

There are plenty of trails to 
explore at this Midpeninsula 
park, and the only way to get to 
where the wildflowers are is to 

head uphill through a narrow 
trail shaded by heritage oaks. 
It’s not a challenging climb as 
there are lots of switchbacks. 
Follow the Clarkia Trail to the 
Sunset Trail, and then pick 
up the Serpentine Trail where 
the serpentine soil nurtures 
special natives. Look for chick 
lupine (Lupinus microcarpus) 
and purple coyote mint (Monar-
della villosa ssp. franciscana), 
an endemic wildflower that is 
limited to California. Western 
monarchs love to feed off this 
native’s pollen, so keep an eye 
out for this butterfly species that 
is experiencing an unexpected 
resurgence, thanks in part to 
backyard gardeners who make 
a point to propagate natives. For 
upcoming wildf lower hikes, 
check in with Friends of Edge-
wood at friendsofedgewood.org.

Cowell-Purisima Trail, Half 
Moon Bay

Spectacular views of the hills 
and ocean are on display at this 
popular trail. And, lucky for 
us that early wildflower season 
coincides with whale migration 
and harbor seal births. Access is 
easy just south of Poplar Beach 
on Highway 1. The 3.7-mile trail 

(each way) begins with a pleas-
ant walk that meanders through 
meadows and agricultural land 
before you hit the cliffs and turn 
south. The trail is mostly flat 
but can be muddy after rains. 
There’s a good opportunity to 
see hawks and pelicans as you 
search for native wildflowers. 
Seaside daisy (Erigeron glaucus) 
and common yarrow (Achil-
lia millefolium) are always in 
bloom and mingle with inva-
sive wild Brassicas. Mark your 
calendars for April 22, when the 
Coastal Wildflower Day Festi-
val returns to Half Moon Bay 
State Beach a few miles down 
the road.

Russian Ridge Open Space 
Preserve, Redwood City 
area

There are lots of trail options 
at this 3,000-acre preserve. For 
the most bang for your buck, 
start at the Ridge Trail where 
Page Mill Road and Highway 35 
meet on the northwest corner. 

Take the trail to the top of Borel 
Hill and soak in the 360-degree 
views. Continue to the Ancient 
Oaks and Charquin trails for a 
full 5.7-mile loop. Varied topog-
raphy allows for shade- and 
sun-loving wildflowers to grow 
under oaks and fallen trees and 
out in the open. All of the grass-
land trails, including the loop 
listed above, offer lots of wild-
flower-viewing possibilities. You 
might spot vibrant red Indian 
paintbrush (Castilleja affinis) or 
white Fernald’s Iris (Iris fernal-
dii) on sloping sunny hillsides. 
Look for western houndstongue 
(Cynoglossum grande), which 
is part of the borage family and 
thrives under the shade of oak 
trees.

Pulgas Ridge Preserve, San 
Carlos area

Pulgas Ridge sits directly on 
the ridge of the San Andreas 
fault line, so it’s not surprising 
that there’s serpentine soil in 
these hills. The Bay Checkerspot 

butterfly’s primary habitat is the 
wildflowers that grow in serpen-
tine soil. This species is unique 
to this part of the planet accord-
ing to Dolkas, so you might very 
well spot one during a hike. This 
366-acre dog-friendly preserve 
is adjacent to Edgewood mak-
ing it convenient in case this 
parking lot is full or the trail 
is overcrowded. Take the Blue 
Oaks Trail to Hassler Loop. 
While you’re exploring the hills, 
look for magenta-hued Indian 
warrior (Pedicularis densiflora), 
a native perennial herb that 
blooms early in the season. 
It’s often found on slopes and 
attracts hummingbirds. Davy’s 
centaury (Zeltnera davyi) is a 
small pink native annual that 
blooms later in the season, usu-
ally beginning in May.

Mori Point, Pacifica
Don’t let the looming hill 

intimidate you from making the 
hike to the top of Mori Point to 
spot coastal native wildflowers. 
Instead of starting at the Old 
Mori Point trailhead, mix things 
up and start your hike by walk-
ing the promenade that parallels 
Sharp Park Beach. When you 
reach the base of the bluff, go left 
to join Old Mori Trail to avoid 
the Bootlegger Steps that are a 
direct ascent. Follow the Coastal 
Trail switchbacks to the top of 
the bluff. Once you reach the 
crest, stop and soak in the view. 
There are several different bluff 
trails to follow, some that are 
precipitously close to the edge 
and some that zigzag up and 
over the ridge. These are the best 
trails to traverse in order to spot 
wildflowers. Look for creamy-
yellow coastal tidy tips (Layia 
platyglossa) and vibrant yellow 
California goldfields (Lasthenia 
californica) that often grow 
together. 

WILDFLOWERS
continued from page 1
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THE ALMANAC OPEN HOMES
ATHERTON
303 Atherton Avenue $19,988,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 7BD/8.5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000

LOS ALTOS
1070 Mercedes Avenue (C) $1,185,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 2BD/2BA 
JLee Realty 650-857-1000
200 University Avenue $7,488,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 5BD/6BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000

MENLO PARK
678 Hawthorne Avenue $2,395,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 2BD/2BA 
Compass 650-380-0085
1026 Ringwood Avenue $2,995,000
Sat 2:00-4:00/Sun 1:00-4:00 3BD/3BA 
Compass 650-400-8424

MOUNTAIN VIEW
49 Showers Drive (T) $1,415,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 3BD/2.5BA 
JLee Realty 650-857-1000

PALO ALTO
739 Josina Avenue $2,988,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4BD/2.5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-459-3888
118 Churchill Avenue $4,488,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 5BD/5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000
3513 Waverley Street $5,988,000
Sat 1:30-4:30 5BD/5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000

PORTOLA VALLEY
5925 Alpine Road $5,988,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 5BD/6BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000

SUNNYVALE
705 Saranac Drive $1,988,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 3BD/2BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-785-5822

WOODSIDE
447 Eleanor Drive $4,488,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4BD/5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000

Legend: Condo (C), Townhome (T). Agents: submit open homes at AlmanacNews.com/real_estate

N E W S

Veronica Weber

Wildflowers are seen in full bloom on the Sunset Trail at Edgewood Park, where wildflower walks are 
conducted through April 13.
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By Julie Cart/Calmatters

A
s record-breaking drought 
fuels another potentially 
dangerous wildfire sea-

son, the state auditor reported last 
week that state officials are failing 
to hold California’s electric utili-
ties accountable for preventing 
fires caused by their equipment.

The report to the California 
Legislature found that the new 
Office of Energy Infrastructure 
Safety approved utility compa-
nies’ wildfire prevention plans 
even when they were “seriously 
deficient.” Included were plans by 
Pacific Gas & Electric, Califor-
nia’s largest utility, which was held 
responsible for sparking the state’s 
deadliest wildfire, the Camp Fire 
that killed 85 people in 2018.

While power companies are 
working to make their equip-
ment more fire-resistant, neither 
the energy office nor the Public 
Utilities Commission has done 
enough to ensure that the com-
panies prioritized upgrades where 
they are most needed — in high 
fire-risk areas, according to the 
91-page report.

Since 2015, power lines have 
caused six of California’s 20 most-
destructive wildfires, according 
to the report. Uninsulated lines 
and older transformers and other 
equipment are dangerous during 
high winds, when falling trees or 
flying debris can strike them and 
spark flames.

The energy office, which was 
part of the PUC until it was 
moved last summer to the Natu-
ral Resources Agency, has a broad 
charge to monitor the risk of util-
ity-caused fires and issue safety 
certificates to power companies. 
The report cited instances when 
the office approved plans that it 
knew to be inadequate or vague.

“While we have some differ-
ences of opinion with the audi-
tor, we welcome their input and 
are committed to continuously 
improving our operations,” Caro-
line Thomas Jacobs, who directs 

the new energy safety office, said 
in a statement. “We stand behind 
the comprehensive and extensive 
evaluation of the wildfire miti-
gation plans conducted by our 
team of more than 25 engineers, 
scientists, firefighters, and utility 
experts.”

PG&E spokesperson Lynsey 
Paulo said the company was still 
reviewing the audit report but 
said its latest wildfire mitigation 
plan significantly accelerates “the 
undergrounding of powerlines in 
high fire-risk areas in 2020 and 
beyond.”

The company said it has 
installed more than 1,300 weather 
stations in high risk areas since 
2019, as well as 153 high-defini-
tion cameras. 

In recent years, consumer and 
ratepayer groups have regularly 
criticized efforts by the state’s 
largest investor-owned utilities 
— PG&E, San Diego Gas and 
Electric and Southern California 
Edison — to upgrade their equip-
ment, and complained that the 
state’s utility regulator is not a 
vigorous monitor of the industry.

“Given the nightmarish wild-
fires that have become part of 
normal life in recent years, Cali-
fornia taxpayers would be right 
to ask if they’re paying for util-
ity watchdogs or lap dogs at the 
CPUC,” said Ken Cook, president 
of the Environmental Work-
ing Group, an environmental 
research advocacy organization 
that tracks wildfire issues.

The State Auditor’s Office criti-
cized the PUC for not conducting 
thorough audits of work that 
companies said they performed. 
The PUC “does not use its author-
ity to penalize utilities when its 
audits uncover violations,” the 
report said. 

PUC officials said they agreed 
with most of the report’s recom-
mendations. The commission 
will “establish a plan and time-
lines toward implementing the 
recommendations identified in 
the California State Auditor’s 

report,” according to a statement 
by spokesperson Terrie Prosper. 

In a letter accompanying the 
report, Acting State Auditor 
Michael S. Tilden raised concerns 
about the increasing numbers 
of so-called public safety power 
shutoffs, when companies cut 
power during times of high fire 
risk. Tilden noted that between 
2013 through 2021, the state’s 
largest utilities shut off power to 
more than 3.6 million customers 
during 67 power curtailments. 
There were some 600 unplanned 

power outages in 2020 alone, the 
report said.

Authorities are not doing 
enough to ensure that the com-
panies prioritize equipment 
upgrades in high-risk areas, the 
report found.

In 2020, utilities reported they 
had replaced or upgraded equip-
ment on 1,540 miles of lines. But 
as of last summer, there were 
40,000 miles of bare power lines 
in high fire-risk areas, the report 
found.

“Even if all of the improvements 

they completed in 2020 consisted 
of replacing bare power lines in 
high fire-threat areas with cov-
ered or underground lines, they 
would have addressed only 4% of 
such lines,” Tilden wrote.

In written responses included 
in the report, the agencies in 
some instances challenged fac-
tual assertions and in others 
noted that many of the suggested 
changes require legislative action.

The audit carries no author-
ity other than to inform the 
Legislature. 

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
SMILES MOBILE REMITTANCE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290382 
The following person(s) is (are) doing business 
as: 
Smiles Mobile Remittance, located at 1299 
Bayshore Highway, Ste., 200, Burlingame, CA 
94010, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
DIGITAL WALLET US LLC 
1299 Bayshore Highway, Ste., 200 
Burlingame, CA 94010 
Texas 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on March 
1, 2022.  
(ALM Mar. 11, 18, 25; Apr. 1, 2022)

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
File No. 289476 
The information given below is as it appeared 
on the fictitious business statement that was 
filed at the County Clerk-Recorder’s Office. 
Registered Owner(s) abandoning the use of 
the fictitious business name(s):  
CABLE JUSTICE, INC. 
REGISTRANT’S NAME(S): 
Cable Justice, Inc. 
161 El Camino Real, 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME(S): 
HUMANITARIAN CABLE JUSTICE 
161 El Camino Real, 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
FILED IN SAN MATEO COUNTY ON: 
November 16, 2021 
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY: 
Corporation. 
This statement was filed with the County Clerk 
Recorder of San Mateo County on March 3, 
2022. 
(ALM Mar. 11, 18, 25; Apr. 1, 2022)

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
File No. 289475 
The information given below is as it appeared 
on the fictitious business statement that was 
filed at the County Clerk-Recorder’s Office. 
Registered Owner(s) abandoning the use of 
the fictitious business name(s):  
CABLE JUSTICE, INC. 
REGISTRANT’S NAME(S): 
Cable Justice, Inc. 
161 El Camino Real, 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME(S): 
HCJ 
161 El Camino Real, 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
FILED IN SAN MATEO COUNTY ON: 
November 16, 2021 
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY: 
Corporation. 
This statement was filed with the County Clerk 
Recorder of San Mateo County on March 3, 
2022. 
(ALM Mar. 11, 18, 25; Apr. 1, 2022)

PUNCH MAGAZINE 
PUNCH 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290398 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
1.) Punch Magazine, 2.) Punch, located 
at 1047 El Camino #202, Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
36 Media, LLC 
1047 El Camino #202 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
California  
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 1/1/2022. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
March 2, 2022.  
(ALM Mar. 11, 18, 25; Apr. 1, 2022)

GRACE DENTAL 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290592 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Grace Dental, located at 90 Middlefield 
Rd., Ste. 2, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ERIC SON KWON, DDS. INC. 
90 Middlefield Rd., Ste. 2 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
California 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 3/23/22.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
March 23, 2022. 
(ALM Apr. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2022)

PLATA’S GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290587 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Plata’s Garden Maintenance, located at 24 
Clinton St. #1, Redwood City, CA 94062, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ELIZABETH BUENDIA MENDEZ 
24 Clinton St. Apt. #1 
Redwood City, CA 94062 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on March 22-2022.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
March 22, 2022. 
(ALM Apr. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2022)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: 
GORDON ROBERT ARMSTRONG AKA 
GORDON R. ARMSTRONG AKA GORDON 
ARMSTRONG 
CASE NO. 22-PRO-00279 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 

contingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the WILL 
or estate, or both of GORDON ROBERT 
ARMSTRONG AKA GORDON R. ARMSTRONG 
AKA GORDON ARMSTRONG. 
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by 
GAYLA ARMSTRONG in the Superior Court 
of California, County of SAN MATEO. 
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests 
that GAYLA ARMSTRONG be appointed as 
personal representative to administer the 
estate of the decedent. 
THE PETITION requests the decedent’s WILL 
and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. 
The WILL and any codicils are available for 
examination in the file kept by the court. 
THE PETITION requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the personal 
representative to take many actions without 
obtaining court approval. Before taking 
certain very important actions, however, 
the personal representative will be required 
to give notice to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be granted 
unless an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant the 
authority. 
A HEARING on the petition will be held in 
this court as follows: 06/21/22 at 9:00AM 
in Dept. PROBATE/DEPT 11 located at 400 
COUNTY CENTER, REDWOOD CITY, CA 
94063 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may be in person 
or by your attorney. 
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal representative appointed by 
the court within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general personal representative, 
as defined in section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal authority 
may affect your rights as a creditor. You 
may want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law. 
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court a 
Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and appraisal of 
estate assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form is available 
from the court clerk. 
Attorney for Petitioner 
TIMOTHY C. BRUGH - SBN 169609, 
PILLSBURY WINTHROP SHAW PITTMAN LLP 
2550 HANOVER ST 
PALO ALTO CA 94304 
4/1, 4/8, 4/15/22 
CNS-3570552# 
THE ALMANAC

Public Notices

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com for 
assistance with your legal advertising needs. The deadline is Monday at noon.

N E W S

Upcoming Menlo Park 
meetings

The city of Menlo Park will 
be hosting another community 
meeting for its 2023-31 housing 
plans on April 5, this time focus-
ing on the environmental justice 
and safety elements.

“The community meeting will 
present neighborhood profiles 
that highlight local pollution 
burdens and population charac-
teristics,” according to the city. 
“There will also be an overview 
of the Local Hazard Mitiga-
tion Plan, which assesses hazard 

vulnerabilities and ways to reduce 
potential risks.”

Interested participants can 
attend the meeting in person at 
the City Council Chambers at 
701 Laurel Street or online. To 
attend the meeting online, go to 
bit.ly/3Dnz3i5.

The city will also be holding 
a housing commission meeting 
on Wednesday, April 6, and the 
fifth hearing of the independent 
redistricting commission on 
Thursday, April 7. Information 
on how to attend the meetings 
can be found on the citywide 
calendar at beta.menlopark.org/
citywide-calendar.said.

—Lloyd Lee

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
continued from page 6

Audit finds PG&E isn’t doing enough to reduce wildfire threats in California
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Private School 
Previews

NOWENROLLING
ENROLLING

2022

“The writer is an explorer.”
- Ralph Waldo Emerson

Summer Writing Camps
•
•  
•

•  Expository Writing 7/11-7/15
•  Creative Writing 7/18-7/22
•  Presentation Skills 7/25-7/29

For applications and information: (650) 424-1267
writenow@headsup.org   www.headsup.org writenow@headsup.org   www.headsup.org 

Grades: 2-8
Hours:
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Free extended care available

Cost:
1 week: $500
2 weeks: $950
3 weeks: $1,350

WRITE NOW!WRITE NOW!WRITE NOW

Scan QR code for more information 

Unique and Unrivaled in One-on-One Education

School Success Without the Stress

Summer at 
Lydian Academy

With two campuses to serve you, 
catch up, advance, preview, or repeat 

summer in as few as 2.5-5 weeks.

www.lydianacademy.com

Executive Functioning

Creative Writing

Tackling the Formal Essay

Conversational Spanish (Beginning & Int)

The “Do’s” and “Don’ts” of College Applications

College Application Essays: 

credit towards summer 

Early Bird Specialfor a Lydian
Course on Demand or 

$

To place a paid advertisement in the Class Guide, 

call the display advertising department at 

650-326-8210. To submit a listing for the next 

Class Guide, email Special Sections Editor 

Linda Taaffe at ltaaffe@paweekly.com 

or call 650-223-6511. 
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Business & Tech
CareerGenerations

2100 Geng Road, Suite 210, 
Palo Alto

650-619-2214 / info@
careergenerations.com / 
careergenerations.com

CareerGenerations 
currently offers group 
workshops and 1:1 help 
via Zoom to meet the 
career needs of a variety 
of individuals, including 
college students looking for 
internships, and graduates 
and professionals exploring 
career options or looking for 
employment.

Dance
Dance Expressions

701 Laurel St., Menlo Park
650-450-3209 /  

DanceExpressionsMP@gmail.
com/ danceexpressions5678.
com

Dance instruction for 
students ages 3 and up, 
focusing on jazz technique at 
various experience and skill 
levels. 

Music, Arts 
& Crafts
Art & Soul

Webster Street Studio, 
2326 Webster St., Palo Alto

650-269-0423 / 
artandsoul.paloalto@gmail.
com / artandsoulpa.com

Art & Soul offers private 
and small group lessons 
online or in-person by 
bringing the class to home 
backyards. Programs allow 
children to explore drawing, 
painting and sculpture 
techniques, as well as 
develop their observational 
skills. 

Community School 
of Music and Arts

Finn Center, 230 San 
Antonio Circle, Mountain 
View

650-917-6800 / info@
arts4all.org / arts4all.org

The Community School 
of Music and Arts (CSMA) 
offers classes year-round 
in music, visual and digital 
arts, with courses suited for 
adults and children as young 
as preschool-age. Online and 
in-person summer sessions 
begin June 6 and run 
through Aug. 5. Registration 
is now open.

The Midpen 
Media Center

900 San Antonio Road, 
Palo Alto

650-494-8686 / info@
midpenmedia.org / 
midpenmedia.org/workshops

The center offers 
workshops for a range 
of media arts, including 
video production, photo 
enhancement, studio work 
and more. In-person summer 
camp programs begin in July. 

Music Together 
Menlo Park

75 Arbor Road, Suite N, 
Menlo Park

650-799-1624 / admin@
mt-mp.com / mt-mp.com

Music Together holds 
classes exploring music 
and movement for children 
from birth up to age 5 and 
their guardians at the Allied 
Arts Guild. Spring semester 
begins April 11.

New Mozart 
School of Music

2100 El Camino Real, Suite 
C, Palo Alto

650-324-2373 /  info@
newmozartschool.com / 
newmozartschool.com

New Mozart School of 
Music offers music lessons 
year-round to students 
of all ages and abilities. 
Piano, violin, viola, cello, 
voice, guitar, flute and early 
childhood music classes 
are available. In-person and 
online lessons are available.

Old World Designs
727 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo 

Park
650-321-3494 / info@

oldworlddesigns.com / 
oldworlddesigns.com

In addition to stocking 
supplies and giving private 
lessons in stitching, Old 
World Designs organizes 
project classes and “stitch-
ins.” Year-round group and 
private lessons are available. 

Pacific Art League
668 Ramona St., Palo Alto
650-321-3891 / info@

pacificartleague.org / 
pacificartleague.org

The classes and workshops 
at the Pacific Art League 
are taught by qualified, 
experienced instructors 
for children and adults 
with varying experience. 
Instructors teach many 
mediums, including drawing, 
painting, watercolor, digital 
art and more. Registration for 
summer classes and camps is 
now open.

Silicon Valley 
Boychoir

600 Homer Ave., Palo Alto
svboychoir.org / info@

svboychoir.org.
Silicon Valley Boychoir 

(SVB) offers rehearsals, 
musicianship classes and 
performance opportunities 
to boys ages 7 and up. 
Auditions by appointment 
are available.

Sports & Fitness
One Heart Yoga

Little House Activity 
Center, Fitness Room, 800 
Middle Ave., Menlo Park

415-494-7021 / 
oneheartyoga.com  

Weekly classes in Kundalini 
yoga and meditation, aimed 
at helping students increase 
flexibility and strength, learn 
breathing techniques to calm 
and focus and reduce anxiety 
and depression. The studio 
offers classes via Zoom. View 
schedules and register for 
classes online. 

Menlo Park Tennis
Nealon Park Tennis Courts, 

800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park
650-814-6734 / 

Spring
Classs Guide

Spring
Class Guide

This season, there are countless 
opportunities along the 
Midpeninsula to enjoy activities 
at home or in-person. We’ve 

compiled a resource guide with classes 
and activities offered in the area. The 
extensive list includes a variety of 
classes in the arts, career prep, fitness 
and more. Have you been interested 

in learning a foreign language, how to 
play a new instrument or trying out a 
new workout class? No matter your 
interests, this guide has something to 
help you make the most of the longer, 
warmer days ahead.

The Class Guide is published 
quarterly by the Palo Alto Weekly and 
The Almanac.

See CLASS GUIDE, page 24

We have art and music experiences for 
children of all ages, from preschoolers to 

teens, at our Mountain View campus.

Learn more at ARTS4ALL.ORG 
Financial aid available

• High-quality summer arts camps
• Private music lessons

• Group music classes, including 
preschool music

• Art classes & workshops
• Free concerts & art exhibitions

Ages 7 and up. New to 
the sport or have experience, 

we have a camp for you.
Session 1 - June 13-16  •  Session 2 - June 20-23

Half day or full day option for boys and girls.

All the camps offer fundamental skill work, position 

work, scrimmages and games.

650-725-9016
stanfordwaterpolocamps.com

STANFORD  STANFORD 
WATER POLO CAMPSWATER POLO CAMPS
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menloparktennis.com
Tennis classes for adults 

and children ages 5 and up 
and at all levels. Lessons 
include tips, strategy, drills 
and entertaining games. 
Check the website or call to 
register. 

Spring Down 
Equestrian Center

725 Portola Road, Portola 
Valley

650-851-1114 / sdecenter@
aol.com / springdown.com 

Spring Down Equestrian 
Center educates children 
(beginning at age 3) and 
adults on horses and 

horseback riding. Instruction 
in basic riding, jumping, 
dressage, western riding and 
horsemanship is offered. 
Classes and camps held 
year-round. Spring camp 
is now open 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. 

Webb Ranch 
Riding School

2720 Alpine Road, Portola 
Valley

650-854-7755 / 
webbranchinc.com / 
lessons@webbranchinc.com

Instruction for beginning 
and intermediate riders 
in both group and private 
settings. Specialties include 
Western riding, dressage 
and hunt-seat riding. In 

addition, there are a number 
of week-long camp sessions 
for children ages 7 to 18. 
Summer camp programs 
start in May.

Special needs
Bay Area 
Friendship Circle

3921 Fabian Way, Suite 
A023, Palo Alto

650-858-6990 /  
bayareafc.org / office@
bayareafc.org

The Bay Area Friendship 
Circle offers programs for 
children, teens and young 
adults with special needs 
ages 2 to 22 year-round 
as well as a summer camp 
program. Trained teen 

CLASS GUIDE
continued from page 23

volunteers provide one-on-
one friendship and support. 
Registration for summer 
camp is open.

Language
Language Pacifica

1528 S. El Camino Real, San 
Mateo

650-321-1840 / 
languagepacifica.com / esl@
languagepacifica.com

Language Pacifica teaches 
English to non-native 
speakers in both full-time 
and part-time intensive 
courses. Classes are well-
suited for Test of English as 
a Foreign Language exam 
preparation and learning 
English for business or 
personal enrichment. 

Career Prep
JobTrain

1200 O’ Brien Drive, Menlo 
Park

650-330-6429 / info@
jobtrainworks.org / 
jobtrainworks.org

JobTrain has a variety of 

The Class Guide is 
published quarterly in the 
Almanac. Descriptions of 
classes offered in Menlo 
Park, Atherton, Portola 
Valley and Woodside are 
free, subject to editing 
and given priority.

To inquire about 
submitting a listing for 
the next Class Guide, 
email Associate Editor 
Linda Taaffe at ltaaffe@
paweekly.com. To place 
a paid advertisement 
in the Class Guide, call 
the display advertising 
department at 
650-326-8210.

A BROADWAY EXPERIENCE!

SIGN UP 
TODAY!

SING * DANCE * ACT

Directed by New York professionals!

1 week camps:  

Full Day (9am - 4pm)  

Regular Campers   

(3rd - 8th grade)

Junior Campers   

(1st - 2nd grade)

Counselors in Training   

(9th graders and up)

Come join the fun  
Come join the fun 

and put on a show!
and put on a show!

Historic Haymarket Theatre, 

Palo Alto High School

El Camino @ Embarcadero, 

Palo Alto

E!E!

• Expository Writing
• Creative Writing
• Presentation Skills

July11 -August5

writenow@headsup.org
www.emersonmontessori.com/writenow

PALO ALTO,   (650) 424-1267
PLEASANTON, (925) 485-5750

WRITE NOW!

SUMMER WRITING CAMPS

:      
1 week:      $500
2 weeks:    $950
3 weeks: $1,350

:
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Free extended care available

: 2-8

All courses are directed by the distinguished faculty
of Emerson Montessori Schools of Palo Alto and
Pleasanton. Breaks are taken for snacks, lunch,
physical exercise, and social interaction. Parents
are welcome at afternoon presentations.

training programs for adults 
— providing instruction in 
the culinary arts, business 
administration, health care, 
web technology, construction 
and other fields — as well 
as programs specifically 
for youth, to help with GED 
preparation, job placement 
and vocational training. View 
available workshops online.

Sequoia District 
Adult School

3247 Middlefield Road, 
Menlo Park

650-306-8866 / seqsas.
org

Sequoia District Adult 
Education holds classes in 
English as a second language 
and computer and business 
skills. Students can also earn 
a high school diploma or 
GED certificate. Counselors 
are available to help 
students transition to college 
programs.

Seniors
Little House, 
Roslyn G. Morris 
Activity Center

800 Middle Ave., Menlo 
Park

650-272-5000 / penvol.
org/littlehouse

Little House Activity Center 
offers classes for adults of all 
ages on various topics and 
activities, including health and 
wellness for seniors; fitness 
exercises like line dancing and 
Pilates; ceramics, drawing and 
other arts; languages; history 
and culture; and computer 
skills. Check website for 
calendar of classes.

Enrichment
The Riekes Center for 
Human Enhancement

3455 Edison Way, Menlo 
Park

650-364-2509 / info@
riekes.org / riekes.org

A nonprofit organization, 
the Riekes Center provides a 
number of programs focused 
on self-enhancement for 
youth and adults: strength 
and speed fitness courses, 
adaptive sports, a class for 
musical bands, photography 
workshops and nature 
exploration, among other 
opportunities.
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TENNIS CAMPS

WWW.KIMGRANTTENNIS.COM

“By far my best Summer 
Camp!” - Jessie R. 15yrs

BEST CAMP EXPERIENCE!
Professional, Structured, Safe,

Developmental + FUN!
Secure your spot ASAP!

Monterey Bay
Weekly: June 6- August 21, 2022

Sleep Away Camp
TENNIS Focused plus:
-  Soccer
-  Basketball
-  Baseball
-  Swimming
-  Pickleball

Other Activities:
-  Horseback Riding
-  Kayaking

-  Cannery Row visit

•    24hr Supervision
•    All Meals Included
•    Housing Included

Palo Alto -  Menlo Park -  Woodside - San Jose - Los Altos
Weekly: June 6- August 21, 2022

Text/ Call: 650-690-0678.     Email: enrollments@kimgranttennis.comText/ Call: 650-690-0678.     Email: enrollments@kimgranttennis.com

Morning Camps (AM)
Afternoon Camps (PM)
NIght Camps
Full Day Camps (FD)

Weekly Camps
(All ages. All Levels. Comprehensive Curriculum) 

Recreational Academy 
(Lighter Intensity but still learning and development)

High Performance Academy
(More Intense with a focus on performance 
and results)

• Red Ball (Ages: 3.5-7) • Super Red (Can serve, score, rally)

• Orange Ball (Ages: 7-10) • Super Orange (Can serve, score, rally)

• Green Ball (Ages: 10-12) • Super Green (Can serve, score, rally)

• Teen Development (Teenagers who are new to 
tennis. Ages: 13-18)

• All serious Yellow Ball Players

• Tournament players (USTA, UTR, ITF)
• Custom programs designed Players looking for 

University Scholarships
• Players whose end goal is to play professionally.

• Recreational Yellow (Players who have tennis 
experience but who just want to play for fun or 
play High School tennis. Ages: 13-18)
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people
P E O P L E  A N D  PERFORMANCES  I N  ARTS  A N D  ENTERTAINMENT

Artscene
By Sheryl Nonnenberg

The last of three exhibitions 
celebrating the Capital 
Group Foundation’s 2019 

gift of 1,000 prints by renowned 
American photographers is now 
on view at the Cantor Arts 
Center. Entitled “Gordon Parks: 
A Loaded Camera,” the show 
features a selection of mainly 
portraits created by the renowned 
photographer, filmmaker and 
author. It’s a somber, serious show 
that reflects Parks’ desire to use 
his camera, as he explained, “as a 
weapon against poverty, against 
racism, against all sorts of 
social wrongs.”

When asked how she 
culled this exhibition from 
the 68 Parks photographs 
in the gift, curator Eliza-
beth Mitchell explained, “I 
wanted the exhibition to 
foreground his work as a 
portraitist, and so I looked 
for photographs that told 
clear stories through strong 
figurative compositions.”

Parks, who bought his first 
camera at a pawnshop in his 
native Kansas, was a self-
taught photographer. Greatly 
influenced by the social real-
ism of the New Deal’s Farm 
Security Administration 
photographers, Parks saw a 
career in the medium as a 
way out of the poverty and 
segregation he experienced 
as a youth.

He began as a freelance 
photographer, then eventually 
became the first African American 
person on the staff of Life Maga-
zine. His two decades of work at 
Life spanned an impressive range 
of subjects, from Harlem gangs 
to fashion photographs of rich 
and famous celebrities. “Those 
commissions and assignments 
may not have been as disparate to 
him then as they seem to us now,” 
noted Mitchell. “They were oppor-
tunities for him to visually explore 
focused stories within broader 
subjects that interested him.”

The gelatin silver prints are 
arranged by themes such as pov-
erty, gang wars, racial tension and 
segregation and cover the decades 
from the 1940s to 1960s. These are 

fine examples of “straight” pho-
tography in which no fancy lenses 
or darkroom manipulations are 
used. We see what Parks saw and 
experienced, and the resulting 
prints create a visceral reaction 
for the viewer, perhaps because 
the issues remain relevant today.

The tragic toll of gang warfare is 
seen in “The Funeral of Maurice 
Gaines” (1948). The 15-year-old 
is laid out in a casket lined with 
white satin. Two of his young 
friends stand beside him, looking 
stunned that someone so young 
could be dead.

Whether he was capturing the 

chaotic, dangerous life of the 
Midtowners gang members or the 
poverty of the Fontenelle family, 
there is a quiet intensity in Park’s 
work. He does not show us the 
cause of the issues so much as the 
aftermath that his subjects must 
live with.

It is in his portraits of individu-
als that we can clearly see Parks’ 
ability to move seamlessly in a 
variety of social circles, as well as 
his adeptness at gaining the trust 
of his subjects. Parks explained 
his approach toward portrai-
ture in the retrospective catalog 
“Half Past Autumn”: “I attempted 
to intertwine their personalities 
with their professions.”

“Malcolm X” (1963) captures 
the Black Muslim leader at a 
rally, his hand raised in order to 
drive home a point. It’s a study in 
black-and-white contrasts, made 
powerful by the completely dark 
background. While this portrait 
captures Malcolm X as a power-
ful orator, Parks took a different 
approach when photographing 
Muhammad Ali in 1965. The 
often bombastic fighter is seen 
here in a close-up of his upper 
body, appearing pensive and 
quiet. “This is an incredibly 
elegant and intimate portrait,” 
commented Mitchell. “It is a fan-

tastic example of how Parks 
allowed his subjects to be 
themselves and express their 
own stories.”

Noted author Langston 
Hughes posed for Parks in 
1941. He gazes directly at the 
camera, while his right hand 
rests against a window, as if 
trying to gain access. Parks’ 
use of contrasts and shadows 
makes this a dramatic depic-
tion of a writer who strove to 
capture the Black experience 
in America.

Parks took numerous pic-
tures of Duke Ellington, 
famed jazz musician, often 
while performing. The print 
in this exhibition, dated 1960, 
shows the musician deep in 
thought, gazing skyward as 
his face is reflected in the 
raised piano lid.

Parks explained his wide 
range of portrait subjects in 
this way, “They are of people 

I have admired and felt at ease 
with.” One of the most unusual 
prints in the show focuses on 
actress Ingrid Bergman. It was 
taken while Bergman was filming 
a movie on the Italian island of 
Stromboli in 1949. She was at the 
center of a scandal after leaving 
her husband for director Roberto 
Rossellini; it was an international 
cause célèbre, with the actress 
facing the wrath of both the press 
and public. She stands in the fore-
ground, looking to the side, while 
a group of Italian women in the 
background stop to stare at her. 
It is a dream-like, surreal image –
even somewhat menacing. It is 
clear that the women are standing 

in judgment of her, but Bergman 
appears strong and defiant.

Parks’ most iconic portrait is 
“American Gothic” (1942). It is 
an early work and one that he 
carefully composed. Ella Watson 
worked as a cleaner at the FSA 
building in Washington, DC. 
After conversing with her and 
learning about her life story, Parks 
asked Watson to pose with her 
broom and mop in front of the 
American flag. This powerful 
picture has become emblematic 
of the fight for dignity and civil 
rights for Black citizens of this 
country. When Parks showed 
the photograph to his boss, his 
response was, “that picture could 
get us all fired.” Parks wrote in his 
retrospective catalog, “Washing-
ton now had a black charwoman, 
standing erectly with mop and 
broom before the American flag. 
Her title: American Gothic.”

Always an innovator, Parks was 
an early practitioner of color pho-
tography. He explained, “I tend to 
use color when it dominates, while 
certain photographers feel that 
only black and white expresses the 
real truth of the subject matter.” In 

“Snow, White Plains” from 1958, 
Parks honed in on how the color 
blue can add an icy frigidity to a 
wintry landscape. Pictured is a 
long patio table, surrounded by 
10 metal chairs, a snow-covered 
reminder of summer days and eat-
ing outside. The accumulation of 
snow on the table makes it resem-
ble a coffin and the wrought-iron 
chairs appear ghostly thanks to 
the blue hue of the print.

Now that the Capital Group gift 
has been celebrated with three 
single-themed exhibitions, the 
Cantor will draw from it for future 
group shows. Josie Johnson, Capi-
tal Group Fellow for Photography, 
will curate “Reality Makes Them 
Dream: American Photography, 
1929-1941,” scheduled for March 
28 to July 30 of 2023.

Gordon Parks: A Loaded Cam-
era is on display through July 3. 
The Cantor Arts Center is located 
at 328 Lomita Drive at Museum 
Way, Stanford. For more informa-
tion, visit museum.stanford.edu.

Email Contributing Writer 
Sheryl Nonnenberg at 
nonnenberg@aol.com.

Courtesy the Gordon Parks Foundation

Above: Langston Hughes, Chicago, Illinois, 1941. Gelatin silver print by 
Gordon Parks. Left: Duke Ellington Listening to Playback, Los Angeles, 
California, 1960. Gelatin silver print by Gordon Parks.

Portraits by renowned 
photographer Gordon 

Parks on display at 
Cantor Arts Center

al
th
ow

H
19
ca
re
tr
us
m
ti
ca
in

tu
fa
w
in
sh
th
hi
ra

raCourtesy the Gordon Parks Foundation



28 TheAlmanac AlmanacNews.com April 1, 2022



April 1, 2022 AlmanacNews.com TheAlmanac 29



30 TheAlmanac AlmanacNews.com April 1, 2022

By Anthony Shu

N
ew York Times bestsell-
ing author and artist 
Erin Gleeson is known 

for The Forest Feast, a series of 
cookbooks and merchandise 
that combines watercolor, pho-
tography and simple vegetarian 
recipes. Gleeson’s latest cook-
book, “The Forest Feast Road 
Trip,” coincidentally arrives at 
a time when the pandemic 
has popularized traveling by 
car. The work inspires wander-
lust through a journey around 
California, including stops at 
10 stunning vacation homes 
ranging from a cabin on a lav-
ender farm to a yurt with an 
outdoor kitchen overlooking Los 
Angeles.

However, the Skylonda resi-
dent makes one thing clear: Her 
latest work is a personal journal 
of lessons learned and recipes 
inspired by California, not a 
guidebook.

Gleeson started The Forest 
Feast as a blog after a career as 
a food photographer in New 
York City, where she also taught 
photography classes. Unhappy 
with the font choices available to 
her when designing her website, 
Gleeson eventually decided to 
paint titles in her own handwrit-
ing and lay them over her pho-
tography. In “The Forest Feast 
Road Trip,” that means that 
watercolor beets dance across 
images of the beach picnic that 
inspired a beet hummus recipe. 
Blood oranges are superimposed 
onto a San Diego sunset.

The main road trip behind the 
book occurred in the summer 
of 2019. Gleeson had previously 
written one travel cookbook, 
“The Forest Feast Mediterra-
nean,” and she and her husband 
Jonathan Prosnit were brain-
storming ideas for their next 
trip. A cross-country journey 
became overwhelming, so they 
instead set out to visit the many 
parts of California that they had 
never seen. Prosnit laid out the 
route, which encompassed 2,500 
miles within the state. Start-
ing at the couple’s scenic home 
in the Santa Cruz Mountains, 
they traveled down south to Los 
Angeles, east through Big Bear 
Lake and the eastern Sierra, and 
north through Lassen. Shorter 
trips to destinations like Joshua 
Tree and San Diego rounded out 
the book.

Most of these travels were 
completed before the pandemic 
started, but Gleeson recognizes 
how the safety and relative 
affordability of road-tripping in 
California have become more 
appealing. “We’re obvi-
ously lucky to live in 
California with access to 
so many diverse places 
within a day’s drive,” 
she says.

Considering herself an 
artist more than a cook 
or recipe developer, Glee-
son writes visually stun-
ning but easy-to-prepare 
recipes that usually have 
five or fewer ingredients. 
“I feel like I’m (driven 
by color) when creat-
ing the recipes and also 
trying to think a lot 
about shape,” she says 
in reference to a salad 
that pairs spheres of 
watermelon with whole 
yellow cherry tomatoes. 
This visual focus is also 
reflected in recipes like 
rings of roasted delicata 
squash drizzled with 
tahini and pink pan-
cakes made with pan-
cake mix thrown into a 
blender with a beet.

Throughout Gleeson’s 

travels, which involved several 
stops at farms owned by friends, 
even the smallest moment could 
inspire a recipe. For example, the 
family picked apricots at a Santa 
Barbara ranch, sinking their 
teeth into fresh fruit while run-
ning through the orchard. When 
a meal of breakfast burritos at 
Gleeson’s aunt and uncle’s house 
lacked salsa the next morning, 
the apricots became apricot 
salsa, enjoyed on a beachfront 
deck after a morning swim.

Despite the simplicity of these 
recipes and the whimsical nature 

of these watercolor fruits and 
vegetables, the travels behind 
“The Forest Feast Road Trip” 
inspired growth among Glee-
son’s family. Reading the intro-
duction, which Gleeson calls 
“the hardest pages in the book,” 
reveals a number of reflections. 
Gleeson was inspired by efforts 
to preserve traditional foods 
and crops at the Paiute Cultural 
Center, confronted this coun-
try’s xenophobia at the former 
internment camp of Manzanar, 
and witnessed the essential con-
tributions of migrant farmwork-

ers at each photogenic 
field of kale or orchard 
of almond trees inserted 
into the book’s pages.

The writing process 
also included a major 
transition in Gleeson’s 
life, as she and her hus-
band Jonathan wel-
comed their third child, 
Winnie, during the pan-
demic. Needing to care 
for Winnie while over-
seeing distance learning 
for Max, 5, and Ezra, 7, 
Gleeson pushed back the 
book’s release, working 
on it late at night after 
the children went to bed.

While some might be 
wary of traveling with 
young children, they are 
a motivator for Gleeson’s 
travels. The book is dedi-
cated to Winnie. “I feel 
like their little minds are 
developing so much ... 
it’s important for them 
to see different places 
and try different foods 
and see where things are 

growing,” she says.
Gleeson highlights the most 

powerful moment of her travels 
as a surprise stop at a lavender 
farm named De La Cour Ranch. 
Run by a woman named Julie 
who grew up near Alice’s Restau-
rant in Woodside, this ranch was 
visually stunning and provided a 
chance to appreciate California’s 
history. “(Julie) was telling us 
about some of the Native Ameri-
can culture, the people who lived 
there before her, and how she felt 
the history being there, and you 
kind of could, too,” Gleeson says. 
“It was just this really magical 
spot.”

Above all else, Gleeson learned 
a lesson that many others have 
during the pandemic about the 
joy of driving off and explor-
ing your surroundings. “Once 
you settle into a long drive, the 
thoughts of everyday life turn 
to white noise and your mind 
becomes serene,” she writes. 

Email Associate Digital 
Editor Anthony Shu 

at peninsulafoodist@
embarcaderopublishing.com.

Skylonda resident Erin Gleeson’s new cookbook 
is inspired by family road trips

Magali Gauthier

“The Forest Feast Road Trip” cookbook author and artist Erin Gleeson at her home in Skylonda on March 17.

Cooking through
California

Dig into food news. 
Follow the Peninsula 
Foodist on Instagram @
peninsulafoodist and 
subscribe to the newsletter 
at almanacnews.com/
express/foodist to get 
insights on the latest 
openings and closings, 
learn what the Foodist 
is excited about eating, 
read exclusive interviews 
and keep up on the trends 
affecting local restaurants.

Magali Gauthier

“The Forest Feast Road Trip” is a journal of 
lessons learned and recipes inspired by her 
family’s recent travels around California.

Food&Drink

650.245.1845

LEHUA GREENMANLEHUA GREENMAN
"Our common 

humanity 
is more 

important 
than all the 
things that 
divide us."
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The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. 
Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employee ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned 
by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 

ColdwellBankerHomes.com guiding you home since 1906

REDWOOD CITY | Price Upon Request
4BR/3.5BA Upgraded Edgewood Park estate w/expansive family room, separate library/office, formal living room w/fireplace & dining room. Kitchen has 2 dishwashers, granite & breakfast nook. Primary suite offers deck, 

fireplace, walk in closet & spa like bath. 2BR/1BA Guest home w/laundry, and private yard. Additional features include private well, raised beds, BBQ, 2.5 car garage & extended driveway.

Christine Cook
650.642.5327

chris@cookhomes.net

CalRE #02077693

MENLO PARK | $4,995,000
Welcome to this remodeled Vintage Oaks four bed, three and one-half bath home featuring a resort-like backyard boasting a solar heated pool with a waterfall and cover, a fireplace, outdoor kitchen, lawn and mature trees. 

The luxurious primary suite has French doors opening to the backyard. Enjoy the wine cellar under the stairs, a separate laundry room and a three-car garage.

Elaine White
650.465.4663

ewhite@cbnorcal.com

CalRE #01182467

MENLO PARK | $2,088,000
4br/2ba w/detached 2-car garage, stainless steel appliances, patio, gazebo, 

lemon, mandarin trees & more.

Amelia Middel 650.704.3064

CalRE #01103989

Miriam Porras 408.644.5041

CalRE #02002039

REDWOOD CITY | $1,499,000
Two beautiful 1BR/1BA units with "Old World Charm" & fenced yards in the desirable 

Mt. Carmel neighborhood.

Marilyn Koron
650.302.8776

marilyn.koron@cbnorcal.com

CalRE #01021619


