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By Gennady Sheyner

W
hen the U.S. Congress 
convenes for its first 
session in 2023, about 

760,000 residents in San Fran-
cisco and San Mateo counties will 
find themselves in a new political 
landscape.

They are in the freshly redrawn 
Congressional district — Dis-
trict 15 — which stretches from 
San Francisco to East Palo Alto; 
and encompasses Brisbane, San 
Mateo, Foster City, Millbrae, Bel-
mont, Daly City, San Bruno, Bur-
lingame, San Carlos, South San 
Francisco, Colma, Hillsborough, 
Redwood City; and portions of 
Menlo Park and Atherton. And 
for the first time since 2008, resi-
dents in these communities will 
have a new representative in the 
House of Representatives.

The race to fill the seat will be 
the Peninsula’s most competitive 
in a generation. U.S. Rep. Jackie 
Speier, who joined Congress after 
winning the election in 2008 

and whose district covers much 
of what is now District 15 turf, 
was the hand-picked successor of 
former Rep. Tom Lantos, a fellow 
Democrat who then represented 
the area since 1981. She easily 
won the special election to get 
to Congress and has cruised to 
reelection, picking up more than 
75% of the vote every two years.

Will history repeat itself?
Assembly member Kevin Mul-

lin hopes so. As Speier’s chosen 
successor, he hopes to carry on 
her legacy in the U.S. Congress. 
A former South San Francisco 
mayor who has served in the 
Assembly since 2014 and received 
his political training as Speier’s 
district director, Mullin has been 
viewed by many as a frontrunner 
ever since Speier announced her 
plan to retire in November. In 
campaigning for the seat, Mullin 

By Gennady Sheyner

T
he seven candidates vying 
to replace U.S. Rep. Anna 
Eshoo in a newly redrawn 

Silicon Valley congressional dis-
trict know they face an uphill 
climb.

Since she was first elected in 
1992, Eshoo has been cruising to 
reelection in the heavily Demo-
cratic district, routinely pick-
ing up about 70% of the vote. 
California’s switch to a top-two 
primary has barely blunted her 
political fortunes. Two years ago, 
she picked up 63% of the vote in 
the general election against fellow 
Democrat Rishi Kumar.

Kumar, a tech executive who 
serves on the Saratoga City 
Council, is hoping for better 
luck this time around. He is one 
of seven candidates hoping to 

replace Eshoo in the new District 
16, which stretches along the 
coast from Pacifica to northern 
San Jose and which encompasses 
large sections of San Mateo and 
Santa Clara counties, including 
the cities of Palo Alto, Mountain 
View, Woodside, Portola Valley 
and portions of Menlo Park and 
Atherton.

On Tuesday, May 3, Eshoo and 
six of her challengers tried to 
make a case for their respective 
candidacies at a forum sponsored 
by the League of Women Voters 
(Kumar was the only candidate 
who did not participate in the 
event). While Eshoo recalled her 
recent accomplishments in the 
House of Representatives, each 
of her opponents made the case 

that it’s time for a change and 
that they are the best option for 
representing the dynamic Silicon 
Valley district.

Among the challengers was 
Palo Alto City Council member 
Greg Tanaka, a Democrat who 
over the years has stood out on 
the council for repeatedly vot-
ing against the city budget and, 
more recently, for his staunch 
opposition to the city’s proposed 
business tax. A fiscal conserva-
tive whose jeremiads about the 
decline of innovation in Silicon 
Valley have been a staple of 
council meetings, he rejected on 
Tuesday the idea of voting along 
a party line.

“There’s this kind of red team 
versus blue team idea, where the 
red team can’t vote for a blue team 
idea and vice versa,” Tanaka said. 
“What we really should be doing 

is rather than each elected official 
voting for their party, you should 
vote for the best idea.”

Ajwang Rading, an attorney at 
the Palo Alto-based firm Wilson 
Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, is also 
vying to represent the district. 
Unlike Tanaka or Kumar, who 
opposes Sacramento’s housing 
mandates and who pledges not 
to increase taxes, Rading leans 
blue all the way. He embraces an 
ambitious Democratic platform 
that revolves around issues of 
social justice, climate change and 
universal health care.

A former staff member for 
U.S. Sen. Cory Booker, Rad-
ing’s resume includes a stint 
at the nonprofit Equal Justice 
Initiative and his political idols 
include the late Rep. John Lewis, 
who championed voting rights. 
Rading grew up homeless and 

recalled on Tuesday a childhood 
that involved spending nights in 
a 2001 Dodge Neon alongside 
his single mom. He believes 
his upbringing and background 
would make him an effective 
advocate for boosting afford-
able housing, tackling income 
inequality in District 16 and 
championing progressive issues.

“I believe the upcoming pri-
mary and general election ahead 
will be a referendum on repro-
ductive rights, equality and cli-
mate action,” Rading said. “We 
should question how we got here 
and ensure we get a new kind of 
leadership that takes the actions 
necessary.”

Eshoo is also facing a challenge 
from the right, with three Repub-
licans hoping to win a seat in the 

Who will succeed Jackie Speier?
The race is on to replace Congress veteran in the newly redrawn District 15

Eshoo faces rivals from left, right and center in bid to retain Congress seat

Magali Gauthier

The race for Rep. Jackie Speier’s seat in the newly redrawn District 15 is one of the Peninsula’s most 
competitive in a generation. Five candidates are vying to be one of the top two finishers in the June 7 
primary and move on to the November general election. 

See ESHOO, page 21

See DISTRICT 15, page 10

Read up-to-the-minute news on AlmanacNews.com
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Join Stanford Medicine experts on Saturday, May 14, as they share the latest medical Join Stanford Medicine experts on Saturday, May 14, as they share the latest medical 
discoveries related to nutrition, cancer, and mental health in our engaging Health Talks. discoveries related to nutrition, cancer, and mental health in our engaging Health Talks. 
Visit our Health Pavilion for interactive health and wellness activities, food trucks, prizes, Visit our Health Pavilion for interactive health and wellness activities, food trucks, prizes, 
and more. Health Matters will be heldand more. Health Matters will be held 100% outdoors.

Can’t join us in person? We will be livestreaming our Health Talks.Can’t join us in person? We will be livestreaming our Health Talks.

Register and Learn More Today

healthmatters.stanford.edu

join us on campus | may 14
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Offered at $5,750,000  |  7Lassen.com

7 LASSEN COURT 
MENLO PARK

Extensively remodeled with designer style

Unobstructed views of Windy Hill and 
western mountains

5 spacious bedrooms and 5.5 baths on  
two levels

needs

Approx. 4,370 sq. ft. of living space

of the home

Fully fenced lot of approx. 17,424 sq. ft.

Las Lomitas School District

Unparalleled Panoramic Western
Views & Privacy in Sharon Heights

NEW PRICE

3 Robert South Drive, Menlo Park*

$10,695,000 | 4 beds, 5.5 baths

PENDING SALE

42 San Benito Avenue, Atherton
$2,495,000 | 4 beds, 3 baths

SOLD

518 San Benito Avenue, Menlo Park
$2,880,000 |
LemieuxRE.com

FOR SALE

497 Stockbridge Avenue, Atherton
$6,495,000 | 2 beds, 3.5 baths

SOLD

1425 San Antonio Avenue, Menlo Park
$1,995,000 | 3 beds, 2.5 baths

SOLD

289 Almendral Avenue, Atherton
$17,995,000 |

SOLD

Considering Buying or Selling? 
Contact us so we can help you plan now for the future.

OVER $230 MILLION
in Real Estate Sold in 2021

Tom LeMieux, MBA
650.465.7459
tom@lemieuxRE.com
License #01066910

Jennifer Bitter, MBA
650.308.4401
jennifer@lemieuxRE.com
License #01847627

#59 Small Team in the U.S., 2021, Real Trends in WSJ
Over $3 billion in sales since 1998

lemieuxRE.com   |         @lemieuxRE                                          

* Represented buyer
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Menlo Park
650.326.9661

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND SALE

INCREDIBLE SAVINGS  
ON ALL STICKLEY!

FLEGELS       DESIGN
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Local News

By Lloyd Lee

R
esponding to a previous 
call from planning com-
missioners to go bigger 

on housing at SRI campus, the 
developer Lane Partners provided 
a picture of what that could look 
like on the 63-acre facility during 
a City Council meeting.

No decision or vote was made 
on May 10, as it was only a study 
session of the campus plans. But 
most of the City Council mem-
bers encouraged the developers 
to study what the impacts of up 
to 600 units could look like on 
the campus.

The initial project proposal was 
to add 400 new housing units 
near the campus’ borders along 
Laurel Street and Ravenswood 
Avenue, with the addition of 25 
acres of publicly accessible open 
space and a new network of bike 
and pedestrian paths. These units 
include two-story townhomes 
and apartment buildings three 
and five stories high. Sixty of 
the units would be dedicated to 
affordable housing.

If SRI and the City Council have 
an appetite to add more housing, 
Lane Partners had an outline for 
that as well.

To add 50 more units, the 
developer proposed adding an 
additional story to the apartment 
buildings, going four and six sto-
ries high. This would also increase 
the affordable housing to 68 units.

Going bigger, the developer also 

provided a plan to add 130 units 
by adding the additional stories 
to the apartment buildings and 
dedicating a one-acre site on the 
corner of Ravenswood Avenue 
and Middlefield Road to 100% 
affordable housing. This would 
up the total number of affordable 
units to 148 — 28% of the project.

City Council members were 
careful to reiterate that Tuesday’s 
discussion was only a study ses-
sion after hearing from a number 
of concerned residents from the 
Classics at Burgess Park develop-
ment adjacent to SRI, about traffic 
and safety.

Any approval of the project 
plans won’t come until a draft 
environmental impact report is 
released which will also be subject 
to public review. The report will 
outline the potential impacts on 
traffic, among other areas.

Vice Mayor Jen Wolosin, whose 
district includes the SRI campus, 
responded to some of the resi-
dents’ concerns at the meeting.

She said that the developer has 
been responsive to neighbor-
hood concerns, particularly by 
removing some of the apartment 
buildings and instead opting for 
townhouses as well as creating a 
road access dedicated for those 
future residents.

She also noted that the park-
ing garage proposed would be 
walled off so that disruption 
from car lights and sounds would 

By Lloyd Lee

T
his year, San Mateo Coun-
ty residents of District 3, 
which includes Atherton, 

Portola Valley, Woodside, West 
Menlo Park and a number of 
unincorporated areas, face a 
diverse pool of candidates on 
the ballot for the June 7 primary 
election.

It includes the political new-
comer Steven Booker, an electri-
cian and labor union represen-
tative; Virginia Chang Kiraly, 
who is the first Asian-American 

woman to serve on the boards of 
the Menlo Park Fire Protection 
District and San Mateo County 
Harbor District; Laura Parmer-
Lohan, a San Carlos City Coun-
cil member and member of 
the LGBTQ community; and a 
seasoned politician, Ray Muel-
ler, who has served for 10 years 
on the Menlo Park City Council.

Each candidate is looking to 
represent a district that is often 
said to be the geographically 

largest and most diverse in the 
county, spanning from Penin-
sula cities to rural and coastside 
communities as well as large 
swaths of the county’s open 
space lands.

It’s why climate change touch-
es upon every one of the candi-
date’s campaigns, as coastside 
communities such as Half Moon 
Bay continue to deal with the 
threat of increasing sea-level 
rise. Then there’s the hot-button 
issue relevant to all of the Bay 

Council wants to study 
impacts of up to 600 
housing units at SRI 

campus in Menlo Park
Neighbors raise concerns about traffic, 

safety at study session

Four candidates vie for the District 3 seat 
on San Mateo County Board of Supervisors

See SRI, page 7

See DISTRICT 3, page 22

Federica Armstrong

A car drives through the May Day Parade in Woodside on May 7, marking the event’s 100th year.

By Angela Swartz

O
n a sunny but chilly 
Saturday, May 7, Wood-
siders stood along the 

town’s main artery, cheering 
on friends, neighbors and local 
students riding on floats for the 
first time since 2019 to celebrate 
the time-honored tradition of 
May Day. 

This year marked the 100th 
since the celebration started in 
1922 as a way to usher in spring. 
The town canceled the 2020 and 
2021 May Day parade and fes-
tivities because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

“The 100th anniversary of the 
May Day parade is a very special 
day for all of us,” Mayor Dick 
Brown told attendees. “It is a dra-
matic way to say welcome back 
after two years of disruption in 
our lives. … I consider today 
the re-opening of Woodside for 
outdoor group activities.”

The town will bring back a 
series of other events this spring 
and summer. The Soap Box 
Derby, a race for kids ages 6 to 12, 
will be held on May 22 and the 
Mounted Patrol of San Mateo 
County is set to host its Fourth 
of July Junior Rodeo.

A pancake breakfast and fun 

run started the May Day festivi-
ties. Following the parade, at 10 
a.m., the Woodside Elementary 
School third grade class partici-
pated in the traditional May Pole 
dance.

With an outbreak of equine 
herpesvirus that was wide-
spread, and deadly, earlier this 
year, the May Day team was 
excited to even have horses in 
the parade at all,  Lisha Mainz, 
one of the event’s planners, said 
in an email. 

Email Staff Writer Angela 
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

Woodside celebrates 100 years 
of May Day festivities 

VOTER GUIDE 2022

Courtesy Lane Partners

An illustration of the three-story apartment buildings that could be 
built at SRI’s revamped campus. Developer Lane Partners proposes 
adding at least 400 residential units.
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Notice of Public Hearings
The Las Lomitas Elementary School District will hold 
two separate public hearings on the proposed Local 
Control Accountability Plan (LCAP), with the Budget 
Overview for Parents cover page, and the proposed 

with the Budget Overview for Parents cover page, 
and the proposed budget will be available for public 

to comment at the public hearing on the LCAP and 
proposed budget or any item therein, by following the 
Instructions for public comment found on the District 
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Notice of Public Hearings
The Portola Valley School District will hold two 
separate public hearings on the proposed Local 
Control Accountability Plan (LCAP), with the Budget 
Overview for Parents cover page, and the proposed 

agenda will be posted on the District website, http://

with the Budget Overview for Parents cover page, 
and the proposed budget will be available for public 
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N E W S

By Sue Dremann

T
he Menlo Park City 
School District has start-
ed a pilot program to test 

air and wastewater samples for 
the presence of SARS-CoV-2 
virus, the virus that causes 
COVID-19, the district has 
announced.

From May 9 through the end 
of the school year on June 10, the 
district is taking samples at two 
campuses, Laurel School Lower 
Campus and Hillview Middle 
School. The air sampling is in 
partnership with Concentric 
by Ginkgo, the biosecurity and 
public health arm of Ginkgo 
Bioworks, Inc. The company is 
also monitoring wastewater at 
the two school campuses, the 
district said in a statement.

The pilot program is research-
ing the extent of detection of 
the virus in indoor air at an 
elementary or middle school by 
comparing the virus concen-
tration in collected samples to 
the results of the schools’ regu-
larly pooled testing and follow-
up sampling and the ongoing 
wastewater data.

“As we move towards an 
endemic phase of COVID-19, 
passive monitoring of air and 
wastewater can offer long-term 
solutions for helping communi-
ties and public health officials 
get ahead of the next new variant 
or novel pathogen. Being able to 
compare data from routine test-
ing, wastewater monitoring, 
and air monitoring is especially 
valuable to help understand 
how these different methods 
can complement each other and 
how they could best be used 
in a comprehensive infectious 
disease mitigation strategy,” said 
Renee Wegrzyn, head of innova-
tion at Concentric by Ginkgo.

The results will help the dis-
trict make decisions that can 
best protect students, teachers 
and staff in the coming school 
years, the district said.

The district joined with Stan-
ford University, Concentric by 
Ginkgo and Dysert Environ-
mental in April to monitor 
wastewater at the two schools to 
determine the value of SARS-
CoV-2 wastewater monitoring 
in K-12 schools that are already 
conducting routine asymptom-
atic pooled clinical testing. 
The district conducts weekly 
pooled testing, with follow-up 
individual testing for positive 
pools; 100% of staff and 88% of 
students participate in this test-
ing program, which is planned 
to continue through the end of 

the school year, the district said.
The wastewater testing began 

on April 12 and is to run for 
eight weeks. The samples are 
being taken by Dysert Envi-
ronmental, processed by Stan-
ford, and the extracted RNA, a 
genetic segment of the virus, is 
being sequenced by Concentric 
to determine the virus’s genetic 
lineage.

The program seeks to deter-
mine to what extent the virus 
can be detected in wastewater 
from an elementary or middle 
school and, like the air sam-
pling, it will compare the virus 
concentration in collected sam-
ples to the results of the schools’ 
regular pooled and follow-up 
testing.

“Throughout the pandemic, 
MPCSD has been interested in 
contributing to scientific knowl-
edge about the virus and its 
impact on schools. The district 
has contributed data about its 
case numbers and safety proto-
cols, which have helped schools 
across the country confidently 
reopen. When approached by 
Concentric to participate in this 
wastewater project, MPCSD was 
happy to help,” the district said.

Wegrzyn said that routine 
monitoring for COVID-19 is 
like building a weather map 
for infectious disease in the 
community.

“Wastewater monitoring, in 
particular, is a promising meth-
od to help equip schools and 
public health leaders with criti-
cal data to prepare for potential 
future outbreaks. Partnerships 
like this one are so impor-
tant to help advance innovative 
solutions for infectious disease 
management, and we are proud 
to work with Menlo Park City 
School District and Stanford 
University on this effort,” she 
said.

District school leaders will 
receive weekly reports about 
the program’s findings and 
the rest of both studies will be 
published. 

Email Staff Writer Sue 
Dremann at sdremann@

paweekly.com.

Menlo Park school district 
is testing air, wastewater 

for COVID virus

Jean Ramos, 91, a Por-
tola Valley resident, died on 
April 18.

To read the full obituary, 
leave remembrances and 
post photos, go to Lasting 
Memories at almanacnews.
com/obituaries.

OBITUARIES
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Join us for a Garden PartyJoin us for a Garden Party

2022 Avenidas Lifetimes 
of Achievement

Sunday, May 15
3:00-5:00pm

You are invited to come enjoy 
appetizers, wine and music in the 
private garden setting of an estate 

home as we celebrate these 
outstanding community members:
LaDoris Hazzard Cordell

Barbara Gross

Tickets: $85
For more information, to 

purchase tickets, or to make a 
donation in honor of one of our 

Lifetimes Achievers,
visit www.avenidas.org
or call (650) 289-5445.

Dear Monica: 
Interest rates have increased since the beginning 

of 2022. Are increases affecting the real estate 
market?  

Alex P.

Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com: Office: 650-465-5971, 
COMPASS. WSJ Nationally Ranked. Real Trends Bay Area Top 100 
Agents

Are Appraisals Keeping Up 
With the Market?

Real Estate Q&A
by Monica Corman

Dear Alex:  Interest rates are affecting some buyers but 

so far it hasn’t slowed the number of home sales in our 

area. With increased interest rates buyers have higher 

loan payments but there hasn’t been much change in 

either prices or sales volumes yet. High demand and 

not enough inventory is keeping the buyers engaged.

N E W S

By Angela Swartz

T
he local high school dis-
trict is seeing an increase 
in COVID-19 cases in the 

last week. Officials are chalking 
up the rise to a combination of 
exposure over spring break and a 
general rise in cases throughout 
San Mateo County. 

The around 10,000-student 
Sequoia Union High School Dis-
trict reported 102 cases last week, 
made up of 90 students and 12 
staff members last week. Of 
those, 15 were at Menlo-Atherton 
High School in Atherton, 11 were 
at Woodside High School and 
two were at TIDE Academy in 
Menlo Park.

Although this is a higher num-
ber than preceding weeks, it is 
still far from the surge of cases — 
710 in one week — that followed 
winter break in January.

Students and teachers were on 
spring break the week of March 
28. The week of April 25 there 
were 53 cases. The week before 
that, there were 46 cases.

The average daily case count 
in the county has increased 18% 
over the last two weeks, accord-
ing to data from The New York 
Times. There were an average of 
315 cases per day as of Wednes-
day, May 11. 

The district, like many others 
in the state, lifted its indoor mask 
mandate in March. It still strong-
ly recommends students and staff 
wear masks on campuses. 

The district hasn’t seen any 
evidence of on-campus spread at 
this time, according to Superin-
tendent Darnise R. Williams.

When asked if masks could 
come back on at district schools, 
Williams said officials will con-
tinue to closely monitor the 
situation and will rely on guid-
ance from the county health 
department.

“At this moment, the circum-
stances have not called for any 
changes to our protocols,” she 
said.

Menlo School, a private school 
in Atherton, reinstated its mask-
ing mandate on April 27 because 

of an increase in cases after 
spring break, according to an 
email to the school community. 
Starting Monday, May 9, masks 
were “highly recommended” on 
campus, the email states. 

Elementary school cases
Elementary school districts 

aren’t seeing the same increase 
in cases. 

The around 2,700-student 
Menlo Park City School District 
reported 18 cases last week. Case 
counts have stayed around 20 
cases per week since the district’s 
return from spring break, which 
was the week of March 28. Cases 
were in the single digits in the 
two weeks before spring break.

There were four cases of COV-
ID reported from April 23 to 29 
in the 1,500-student Ravenswood 
City School District, which has 
schools in East Palo Alto and 
Menlo Park. (The district’s count 
only includes students and staff 
who were on campus during their 
infectious period.)

Ravenswood is the only district 
locally that still requires stu-
dents and staff to wear masks in 
classrooms.

The Las Lomitas Elementary 
School District, which has about 
1,100 students enrolled at schools 
in Menlo Park and Atherton, saw 
12 cases last week and 10 the week 
before.

The around 477-student Porto-
la Valley School District reported 
six cases last week, but saw a 
small spike the week of April 
11 (about a week after students 
returned from spring break).

The Woodside Elementary 
School District, which has about 
360 students, reported three cases 
last week.

The district sent each student 
home with a COVID-19 test 
before heading off to spring break 
to test before returning to school 
on April 18. 

Email Staff Writer Angela 
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

COVID cases back up 
at local high schools
Cases still don’t match January spike

Magali Gauthier

Students in an audio production class work on assignments at 
Woodside High School in Woodside on Feb. 1.

be reduced, a concern that was 
previously brought up by nearby 
residents.

On traffic, Wolosin, who is 
also the founder of Parents for 
Safe Routes, said that there are 
options to add more housing 
without undermining safety. 
Some of that included installing 
turn restrictions, high quality 
bike lanes and “underparking” 
the area. (The idea behind 
removing parking is that some 
studies have shown that adding 
parking puts more cars on the 
road.)

“I don’t think more has to mean 
less safe,” Wolosin said.

Wolosin proposed that the 

developer should study the 
impacts of 600 units. Mayor 
Betsy Nash and council member 
Cecilia Taylor were in general 
receptive to the idea of exploring 
more density.

Councilman Drew Combs said 
he wasn’t completely on board 
with going beyond a study of 400 
housing units, sharing concerns 
with some of the Classics at Bur-
gess residents.

He also expressed some dis-
appointment with the project 
plans overall. He said that the 
current plans lacked some of the 
innovation seen in other ongo-
ing projects in the city that, in 
his view, integrate office space 
and housing better, most likely 
referring to Meta’s Willow Vil-
lage. Combs has recused himself 

from discussions of that project 
since Meta is his employer.

Council member Ray Muel-
ler, who was hesitant to make 
any remark on how much hous-
ing should be on the site before 
viewing the draft environmental 
impact report, said that housing 
at every level should be studied.

Mary Murray, a principal 
at Lane Partners and a Menlo 
Park resident, who presented at 
Tuesday’s meeting, said that the 
developer is not pushing for any 
particular number of housing 
units, but the 600 number is a 
good ceiling to work off of so that 
the developer can present several 
scenarios to the council. 

Email Lloyd Lee at llee@
almanacnews.com

SRI
continued from page 5
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By Angela Swartz

W
ith Cal i fornia’s 
new lot-split law in 
effect, Atherton has 

received four applications to 
subdivide properties and build 
new homes since late February. 
And the town expects more to 
come.

Although property owners 
have yet to apply for building 
permits to start work on the 
sites, the applications mark the 
first step in the process to add 
homes under Senate Bill 9 (SB 
9). This comes at a time when 
residents have expressed con-
cern about more development 
in town.

The first application, filed 
with the town on Feb. 22, 
seeks to subdivide 78 Cebalo 
Lane, adding another home 
on the southeast portion of the 
approximately 40,000 square 

foot lot. The property, on a cul-
de-sac off of Selby Lane, was 
last sold in November 2021 for 
about $4.5 million, according to 
Sotheby’s International Realty.

The second is at 2 Low-
ery Drive, in the Lindenwood 
neighborhood, received by the 
town on Feb. 25. The owner 
would like to build two new 
single family houses, each with 
one attached smaller unit. The 
home sold for $5.6 million in 
December 2021, according to 
Compass real estate group.

The town received a third 
application for 125 Glenwood 
Ave. on March 31. The most 
recent application was for 94 
Palmer Lane, submitted on May 
4. The Palmer Lane home sold 
in March for about $4.8 mil-
lion, according to Zillow.

The projects rely on SB 9, the 
state duplex law that took effect 
in January, which requires local 

agencies to grant ministerial 
approval to certain lot splits 
and allow up to two primary 
units on each resulting lot, with 
4-foot minimum side and rear 
setbacks. Projects don’t need 
to be approved by the Planning 
Commission or City Council 
and are handled by town staff 
without discretionary review 
or a hearing.

Owners can already add 
accessory dwelling units 
(ADUs) or junior ADUs to 
their properties, but SB 9 allows 
an owner to create a new lot. 
The owner can subdivide an 
existing parcel to create no 
more than two new parcels of 
approximately equal lot area. 
The new parcel must be at least 
40% of the original parcel’s size.

Owners must sign an affida-
vit that states they will live in 
one of the units as their pri-
mary residence for at least three 
consecutive years, a require-
ment added to the law to reduce 
investor speculation. The law 
also prohibits the development 
of small subdivisions and pro-
hibits SB 9 lot splits on adjacent 
parcels by the same person.

If the lot splits are approved, 
then the applicants can then 
apply for building permits, said 
Assistant Town Planner Ralph 
Robinson.

There have been two other 
initial inquiries about SB 9 lot 
splits, he said.

How much new housing 
could Atherton see?

SB 9 could result in about five 
new housing units per year in 
town, according to a Febru-
ary staff presentation. This 
would result in about 40 new 
units that would go toward the 
town’s 2023-31 Regional Hous-
ing Needs Allocation (RHNA) 
numbers. Atherton is required 
by the state to plan for the devel-
opment of 348 new housing 
units compared to just 93 dur-
ing the prior eight-year cycle.

SB 9 projects are more likely 
to take place on properties with 
an older residence, staff noted. 
There are about 606 parcels in 
town larger than one acre with 
a main residence built before 
1970, and 687 parcels larger 
than one acre with a primary 
home built before 1980, accord-
ing to the town. The survey 
didn’t include “Atherton acre” 
lots, which are slightly smaller 
at about .92 acres, which predate 
the town’s one-acre-minimum 
lot sizes, town officials noted.

The most financially viable 
option for most property own-
ers will be to split the lot and 
built one single family home on 
each lot, the presentation states.

Neighboring towns 
and SB 9

So far, the neighboring towns 
of Woodside and Portola Val-
ley have not received any SB 9 
applications, according to their 

town managers. Portola Valley 
has received two inquiries about 
projects, said Town Manager 
Jeremy Dennis in a May 6 email.

Both towns have stricter lim-
its on building SB 9 projects. In 
Woodside, just west of Ather-
ton, officials passed an ordi-
nance to limit SB 9 unit sizes to 
800 square feet, and prohibited 
basements. Portola Valley also 
limits SB 9 buildings to 800 
square feet.

Woodside made news earlier 
this year when the Town Coun-
cil froze all SB 9 applications, 
citing an exemption for moun-
tain lion habitats. Woodside 
reversed the decision when 
State Attorney General Rob 
Bonta told town officials they 
could not evade state law by 
claiming the entire town was a 
habitat for a protected species. 

Email Staff Writer Angela 
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

In Atherton, lot-splitting applications start to trickle in
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SB 9 lot split applications in Atherton

Kevin Legnon

Applications for splitting lots and building houses on the newly created 
parcels are scattered throughout Atherton. Information provided by 
the town of Atherton.
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Every senior in our community deserves to live a vibrant and independent life—to age in place with access to nutritious food,
Alzheimer’s care services, transportation, caregiver support if needed, and health and wellness activities.

Thank you!

The pandemic lockdown two years ago impacted all of our lives, most acutely our local seniors. Your caring support held the
senior community together and made it possible for Peninsula Volunteers, Inc.’s frontline essential workers to provide a critical
lifeline for at-risk seniors, providing the programs seniors need and deserve. You still do. Thank you for staying by our side.

Your generous impact

Thanks to you, we have not missed a day in preparing and delivering over 375,000 nutritious meals to seniors in need; offering
therapeutic care to those with Alzheimer’s and easing the burdens of overwhelmed family caregivers; providing daily
meaningful activities and social connections to isolated seniors; and providing vital transportation rides for medical,
drugstore, grocery, and vaccine needs.

As we emerge from a time like no other…aging seniors are still at risk

At this very moment in our community, seniors remain vulnerable. Ongoing hunger and health inequities cut deeper into
community lives. continue along with the added effects of a world once again in turmoil.
Mounting inflationary costs are further straining financial resources beyond sustainability and shutting our seniors out.

You may ask “how can I help local seniors like Mei and Priscilla right now”?

Your gift of support today is indispensable to Mei, Priscilla, and the 

Together we can fill empty plates with nutritious food and extend senior health and independence. Please make your gift of an
amount that is right for you* securely online at www.penvol.org/donate and take a moment to visit www.penvol.org to learn more
about the seniors whose lives you have changed for the better.
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touts his experience as a legisla-
tor and focuses on preserving 
democracy and addressing cli-
mate change.

With the largest war chest 
— having raised more than 
$600,000 — he’s been endorsed 
by some of the biggest names 
in the Peninsula’s Democratic 
establishment, including U.S. 
Rep. Anna Eshoo, who’s been 
representing the neighboring 
district since 1992 and is seeking 
reelection in November.

But in his bid to succeed his 
mentor, Mullin faces stiff compe-
tition from two fellow Democrats 
— San Mateo County Supervisor 
David Canepa, a former Daly 
City mayor, and Burlingame City 
Council member Emily Beach. 
Each has racked up more than 
$450,000 in cash contributions, 
and each can point to a track 
record of winning elections and 
advancing key policies.

Canepa, who served as presi-
dent of the San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors in 2020, 
touts the county’s success in 
managing the COVID-19 pan-
demic as well as his record of 
advocating for free community 
college, assisting small businesses 
and preserving Seton Medical 
Center, which was in danger of 

closing in 2020. Canepa aligns 
himself with the progressive wing 
of the Democratic Party, strongly 
supports policies like Medicare 
for All and the Green New Deal 
and counts U.S. Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez among the politi-
cians he most admires.

Beach, who joined the Burlin-
game City Council in 2015 and 
who served as mayor in 2020, can 
point to her regional experience 
as a board member in the San 
Mateo County Transportation 
and on the League of California 
Cities, a statewide group that 
advocates on behalf of munici-
palities. An avid advocate for 
biking and public transportation 
and a former executive director 
of a nonprofit that raised money 
for local schools, Beach is also 
an Army veteran. She believes 
that women and veterans are 
underrepresented in Congress, 
which makes her an ideal fit for 
a seat being vacated by Speier, a 
legislator whom she admires and 
endorsed in the last council race.

Gus Mattammal is the lone 
Republican in the race, and he 
knows perfectly well that this 
puts him at a disadvantage in an 
area that Democrats have domi-
nated for decades. But by making 
universal health care, climate 
change and education reform the 
central planks of his campaign, 
Mattammal hopes voters will 

consider his “constructive con-
servative” positions and cast their 
ballots based on his ideas rather 
than on party dogma.

These four candidates will 
join a fifth candidate, Ferenc 
Pataki, who is running on the 
single issue of monetary reform. 
They will square off in the June 7 
primary, after which the top two 
vote-getters will advance to the 
November 8 election.

David Canepa: 
Fighting for 

progressive ideals

O
f the hundreds of votes 
that David Canepa cast 
in his years as a mayor, 

council member and county 
supervisor, few were as meaning-
ful or consequential as the one on 
March 10, 2020, when he urged 
his colleagues on the San Mateo 
County Board of Supervisors to 
provide a $20 million grant to 
Seton Medical Center, a Daly City 
hospital that was on the verge of 
shutting down.

For Canepa, the issue was per-
sonal as much as political. Cane-
pa was born at Seton Medical 
Center, and he often stressed its 
critical importance in providing 
health care and jobs to residents 
of Pacifica, Daly City, Colma 
and other communities in north 

county. But in 2020, the hospital 
was facing the prospect of clo-
sure after its parent company, 
Verity Health Systems, declared 
bankruptcy.

With the 
closure seem-
ingly immi-
nent, Canepa 
implored his 
colleagues to 
look for ways 
to fund seis-
mic upgrades 
and other retrofits to the facil-
ity, moves that county officials 
deemed necessary to make it 
viable for a takeover from another 
buyer. With no concrete proposal 
on the table to purchase Seton 
Hospital, Canepa convinced his 
four colleagues to schedule a 
special meeting the following 
week, at which point county staff 
had identified several potential 
candidates, including AHMC 
Healthcare, a South California-
based hospital chain.

“If we do nothing today there 
is a high probability that this 
hospital will close,” Canepa told 
his colleagues. “That’s the bottom 
line. You can try to sugar coat it 
however you want, you can justify 
in your mind what you think it 
is. But what’s at stake here is the 
closure of this hospital, make no 
mistake about it.”

Not everyone was convinced. 

Supervisor Dave Pine opposed 
funding allocation and pointed to 
the county’s precarious financial 
positions and the budget cuts that 
supervisors had just approved for 
the health care system. Supervi-
sor Carol Groom said she was 
“troubled” by the prospect of 
contributing without a concrete 
offer on the table. At the end of 
the marathon meeting, however, 
Canepa emerged victorious, with 
the board voting 4-1 to provide 
the funding and keep Seton’s 
hope alive.

The vote proved consequential 
for the hospital, the county, and 
Canepa himself. Days after the 
supervisors pledged the funds, 
they found themselves facing a 
global pandemic that was spiral-
ing out of control. In the first few 
months of the pandemic, with 
ownership still in doubt, Seton 
became a “safety net” hospital 
for the state as public health 
officials struggled to contain 
COVID-19 (its patients included 
San Quentin inmates who con-
tracted COVID-19 during a June 
outbreak). By August, once the 
initial COVID-19 surge passed, 
AHMC completed its purchase 
of Seton Medical Center.

In a recent interview, Canepa 
said that the county’s response 
to the pandemic — its success 

DISTRICT 15
continued from page 1

At the Forefront of
    Psychology & Counseling

Our Graduates Move 
Ahead in Life by 
Moving Lives Ahead 

Proudly graduating a new 
generation of mental health 
professionals this spring!

Palo Alto University is a non-profit 
university offering accredited 
bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral, and 
continuing education programs.

www.PaloAltoU.edu
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in keeping the hospital open, 
encouraging residents to wear 
masks and get vaccinated and in 
providing rental assistance and 
support for local businesses — 
played a significant role in his 
decision to run for Congress, 
where he hopes to fill a District 15 
seat that is being vacated by U.S. 
Rep. Jackie Speier.

“I probably wouldn’t have run 
for Congress if it wasn’t for the 
pandemic,” Canepa, 47, said in an 
interview. “But what I found out 
was that this county has done an 
incredible job dealing with these 
very, very complex issues. While 
other elected officials were on 
the sidelines, my office and the 
county were in it day in and day 
out.”

Canepa is just as quick with 
blame as he is with praise. In 
January, county officials found 
themselves on the defensive amid 
reports that about $7 million of 
personal protective equipment 
purchased in the early days of the 
pandemic was left outdoors and 
that some of that was damaged 
by storms. Canepa demanded 
a public hearing on what went 
wrong, and on April 19, he led 
the charge in grilling County 
Executive Officer Mike Callagy 
about the oversight, which he 
called a “black eye” and “truly 
disappointing.”

“These are taxpayer dollars and 
for us to leave the equipment out 
was really, really government at 
its worst,” Canepa said.

The Seton debate and the 
hearing on damaged equipment 
epitomized Canepa’s legislative 
style — his tendency to get ahead 
of his colleagues and then reel 
them in toward his position, even 

if it isn’t popular or immediately 
viable. He plans to bring the same 
aggressive approach to Washing-
ton, D.C. When candidates were 
asked to name their role models 
in Congress at a recent forum, 
his two Democratic opponents, 
Emily Beach and Kevin Mul-
lin, both named Speier, while 
Republican Gus Mattammal 
cited former House Speaker Tip 
O’Neill, a Democrat known for 
seeking compromise. Canepa 
chose Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
a Democrat whose grassroots 
campaigning style and passion-
ate support for policies such as 
the Green New Deal, Medicare 
for All and forgiveness of student 
debt have made her an icon of the 
party’s progressive wing.

Canepa said that if elected, he 
would like to join “The Squad,” 
a group of progressive legislators 
that, along with Ocasio-Cortez, 
includes Rashida Tlaib, Aryanna 
Presley and Ilhan Omar. Another 
lawmaker whom Canepa admires 
is U.S. Rep Barbara Lee, who in 
2001 was the sole member of U.S. 
Congress to vote against going to 
war in Afghanistan.

“That lone vote still resonates 
today, and people say she’s on 
the right side of history,” Canepa 
said. “It takes time on some of the 
issues, but at the end of the day, 
those issues resonate. And I don’t 
want to be the go-along-get-along 
caucus Democrat. I don’t think 
that’s effective.”

Canepa’s campaign reflects 
both his progressive ideals and 
aggressive tactics. If elected, he 
said he would fight to implement 
Medicare for All and work to 
make community college free 
for all. He also said he would 
focus on sea level rise, an issue of 
particular concern to the District 
15 communities fronting the 

San Francisco Bay. This means 
fighting for the Green New Deal, 
a program that he believes is criti-
cal for addressing climate change 
and generating jobs.

On foreign policy, he sup-
ports establishing a no-fly zone 
over Ukraine, a stance that sets 
him apart from most members 
of the Democratic establish-
ment. President Joe Biden has 
consistently refused to “close the 
skies” over Ukraine, a policy that 
would greatly heighten the odds 
of a direct military confrontation 
between American and Russian 
aircraft. Canepa believes Vladi-
mir Putin has a “disregard for 
life,” knows no boundaries and 
must be stopped.

Canepa says his values stem 
from this working-class back-
ground. He attended Skyline 
Community College and the 
University of San Francisco, 
where he majored in politics and 
became the first member of his 
family to graduate from college. 
After a stint as a legislative aide 
for Assemblyman Leland Yee, 
he successfully ran for the City 
Council in Daly City, where he 
served between 2008 and 2016, 
which included a term as mayor 
in 2014.

Canepa believes his commit-
ment to uplifting the less fortu-
nate separates him from the rest 
of the field. Last year, as president 
of the Board of Supervisors, he 
championed a $2 million grant 
to expand a county program that 
offers free tuition to community 
college students. Other actions 
that he said he is particularly 
proud of as a county supervi-
sor include the cancelation of 
court fees at Juvenile Hall and 
the county’s work with the office 
of Sheriff Carlos Bolano to ban 
transfers of detained individuals 

to Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement.

A veteran of local politics, 
Canepa also touted his role on 
the regional stage as a member 
of the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Commission and the Bay 
Area Area Quality Management 
District. He wants to see Cali-
fornia get more federal dollars 
for transportation projects such 
as the high-speed rail system 
and grade separations along the 
Caltrain corridor. If elected, he 
said he would seek to join the 
Transportation Committee in the 
House to work on these projects.

“I know when it comes to trans-
portation, we need a lot of money 
from the federal government to 
make sure we’re able to hit our 
transportation goals, to make 
sure we’re able to move into a 
system that needs much improve-
ment,” Canepa said.

He has also pledged not to 
accept any contributions from 
corporate political action com-
mittees, a stance that he says 
sets him apart from Mullin and 
Beach. That, however, has not 
stopped him from getting off 
to a strong start in fundraising. 
In late 2021, Canepa surprised 
many political observers when 
he charged ahead of the pack 
in funds raised. While Mul-
lin had overtaken him by late 
March, Canepa had reported 
about $567,000 in cash raised by 
March 31, 2022. His list of con-
tributors included the National 
Union of Healthcare Workers 
Federal Committee on Political 
Education as well as business 
leaders and residents throughout 
the county.

Though he is currently second 
in fundraising, Canepa believes 
he has a strong shot at prevailing 
in the June 7 primary and ulti-
mately in the November general 
election. He has taken shots at 
Mullin, who is widely seen as his 
main rival, pointing to the con-
tributions the assembly member 
received from political action 
committees, such as GenenPAC. 
Canepa criticized Mullin for 
issuing mailers in the early days 
of the campaign, which were 
funded by his assembly campaign 
committee. Mullin responded 
to the charges by saying he’s 
disappointed to see Canepa run 
a “negative campaign against a 
fellow Democrat.

Canepa emphasized in an 
interview that, unlike Mullin, he 
did not inject his own funds into 
the campaign. He also dismissed 
a poll released by Mullin’s cam-
paign in mid-April that indicated 
that 31% of the respondents said 
they would support Mullin, com-
pared to 17% for Canepa.

“I’m willing to bet Kevin Mul-
lin a dinner at a restaurant of his 
choice that he is not going to have 
a 14-point lead,” Canepa said 
when asked about the poll.

Canepa wants to take the same 

kind of fighting spirit to national 
debates on issues that concern 
the district.

“I want to bring a strong voice,” 
Canepa said. “I want to bring a 
voice that really amplifies the 
issue. I don’t want to play it safe.”

Emily Beach: Fighting 
for representation

B
efore she became one of 
Burlingame’s most visible 
advocates for bikes and 

buses, Emily Beach thought of 
planes.

A native of Longmeadow, a 
small town in western Massa-
chusetts, she caught the travel 
bug during college. As a sopho-
more at Notre Dame University, 
Beach traveled to Spain and lived 
with a host family in Toledo. 
Then there were trips to Poland, 
Hungary, Tur-
key and Greece. 
And her par-
ticipation in 
the ROTC 
propelled her 
toward mili-
tary service, a 
path that she 
felt would allow 
her to fulfill her desire to see the 
world and serve her country.

Fresh out of college, she trained 
to become a Patriot missile officer 
at the United States Army base 
Fort Bliss in Texas. Then she 
went off to Fort Benning, Geor-
gia, for parachute school. It was 
not because it was a requirement 
but because she had something 
to prove — both to herself and 
others.

“I had a terrible fear of heights, 
and I knew that if I faced it down 
and jumped out of an airplane 
five times, including with full 
combat gear on, there’s nothing 
I can’t do,” Beach, 47, said in an 
interview.

Her approach to her first jump?
“I said Hail Marys the whole 

way down,” she said.
Today, after Army stints in 

South Korea and Saudi Arabia, 
three years of working in a 
semiconductor company, another 
three years in education fund-
raising and seven years on the 
Burlingame City Council, Beach 
is preparing for her next big 
jump: to the U.S. Congress.

As one of three Democrats 
vying for an open seat in District 
15, she emphasized what she sees 
as a big difference between her 
two main rivals, state Assembly 
member Kevin Mullin and San 
Mateo County Supervisor David 
Canepa. As a woman and a mili-
tary veteran, she would bring the 
views of both of these under-
represented groups to the U.S. 
Congress. Beach often points out 
that only 27% of Congress mem-
bers are women. A pro-choice 

DISTRICT 15
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Classes

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

PLANNING COMMISSION
MAY 18, 2022      6:00 PM

Join Zoom Meeting:

One tap mobile
+16699009128,86068472736 
+12532158782,86068472736

Dial by your location
+1 669 900 9128  
+1 253 215 8782  
+1 346 248 7799  
+1 301 715 8592  
+1 312 626 6799  
+1 646 558 8656

Meeting ID: 860 6847 2736

Weblink: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86068472736

Remote Public Comments:
Meeting participants are encouraged to submit 
public comments in writing in advance of the 
meeting. The following email will be monitored 
during the meeting and public comments received 
will be read into the record.

Email: sharper@woodsidetown.org

PUBLIC HEARING

4. Cristobal Rosete, California Water Service             CUSE2021-0002; VARI2021-0008
Woodside Drive/ APN: 069-150-010                Planner: Sarah Filipe, Associate Planner

Presentation and consideration of a proposal, requiring a Conditional Use Permit (CUSE2021-0002), to rebuild 
the Cal Water Station – Bear Gulch District – Station 18 located on a property on Woodside Drive (APN: 069-
150-010). The project requires approval of a Variance to allow the equipment within the required 25-foot rear 
yard setback and required 20-foot side yard setback (VARI2021-0008).

THE APPLICATION MATERIALS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW BY CONTACTING SARAH FILIPE AT 
SFILIPE@WOODSIDETOWN.ORG 

PURSUANT TO WOODSIDE TOWN RESOLUTION NO. 2022-7480, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS 
WILL BE HELD AS HYBRID MEETINGS WITH THE OPTION TO ATTEND BY TELECONFERENCE/
VIDEO CONFERENCE OR IN PERSON. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC THAT WISH TO ATTEND AND/OR 
PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING MAY DO SO IN PERSON OR BY JOINING THE ZOOM MEETING HTTPS://
US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/86068472736  PUBLIC COMMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED BOTH IN PERSON AND 
VIA ZOOM MEETING. ANY EMAILS SENT TO SHARPER@WOODSIDETOWN.ORG WILL BE PROVIDED 
TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION PRIOR TO THE MEETING. IN THE EVENT THAT ANY MEMBER 
OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION PARTICIPATES IN A MEETING BY TELECONFERENCE OR VIDEO 
CONFERENCE, PURSUANT TO THE RALPH M. BROWN ACT, GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54953, ALL 
VOTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION SHALL BE BY ROLL CALL.

Is your agent 
there for you?

I am there for 
my clients ... 

licensed,
 friendly and 
helpful staff.

Serving the community for over 30 years!

CHARLIE PORTER

Farmers® Agency

License # 0773991

671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park

650-327-1313

cporter2@farmersagent.com

Sign up today for 
the only food 

newsletter 
on the Peninsula

at AlmanacNews.com/
express
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Catholic who deeply cares about 
issues such as affordable housing, 
education and reproductive free-
dom, Beach believes she could 
effectively advocate for the Bay 
Area on these issues.

She also noted that 73% of 
Congress members had military 
experience when she was born. 
Today, it’s down to 17%.

“That matters,” she said, “Con-
gress makes decisions about 
foreign policy, the military bud-
get, on whether or not to deploy 
troops.”

Both Beach and Mullin have 
made experience a centerpiece of 
their campaigns. While Mullin 
usually refers to his legislative 
accomplishments, Beach focuses 
on her life experience, which 
includes stints in the private 
and nonprofit sectors and, more 
recently, Burlingame City Hall.

Beach and her husband, Duff, 
moved to San Francisco in 2000 
and initially lived on Mission 
Street and Geneva Avenue, an 
area that now makes up the 
northern edge of the newly 
redrawn District 15. In 2008, they 
relocated to Burlingame, where 
they briefly rented before buying 
a house and raising two children.

Her experience as a school 
mom first drove her toward activ-
ism. With budget cuts at the Bur-
lingame school district threaten-
ing her children’s nursery school, 
Beach became heavily involved 
in fundraising. She joined the 
board of the Burlingame Com-
munity Education Foundation 
and was elected the foundation’s 
president the following year. She 
is proud of her role in increasing 
the foundation’s grants to local 
schools from $1 million to $1.8 
million annually.

Her work as a school advo-
cate raised her visibility in the 
Burlingame community, and 
in 2015 she ran for a seat on the 
City Council and easily won, 
finishing first out of four candi-
dates. She was reelected in 2019, 
finishing first again, both Speier 
and Mullin having endorsed her 
campaign.

As a council member and a 
mayor, Beach has been a cham-
pion for active transportation. 
At times, this pitted her against 
her colleagues. In 2017, when 
the council contemplated creat-
ing a two-hour parking limit on 
Carolan Avenue near Burlingame 
High School, she was the only 
council member who opposed 
the proposal. The proposal aimed 
to keep Caltrain commuters from 
using the street for long-term 
parking and make more spaces 
available for high school students.

“The high schoolers were con-
cerned that the parking terms 
weren’t convenient enough and 
that they were losing parking 
spaces to Caltrain commuters,” 

Beach said in an interview. “I 
didn’t necessarily want to make 
it easier for students to drive 
cars when we want to encourage 
people to take Caltrain.”

Last September, she was also 
outvoted during the council’s 
discussion on streetscape changes 
on California Drive. During that 
discussion, she advocated creat-
ing a protected two-way bikeway 
and reducing lane sizes for cars 
as a traffic-calming measure. 
She also said she would support 
removing some parking spaces 
as part of a design to make road 
conditions safer for southbound 
cyclists.

But her concerns extend well 
beyond the minute details of local 
intersections. Since 2017, she has 
served on the board of the San 
Mateo Transportation Author-
ity, which oversees billions of 
dollars in transportation invest-
ments throughout the region. 
This includes planning for grade 
separations and the realignment 
of railroad tracks; and streets at 
existing crossings so that they 
would no longer intersect. Bur-
lingame is now moving ahead 
with a grade separation project 
at Broadway, which will involve 
depressing the road and raising 
the tracks over it.

Beach also represents the entire 
Peninsula, from San Francisco to 
Morgan Hill, on the League of 
California Cities, a coalition that 
advocates for federal legislation 
and lobbies the Legislature on 
behalf of local municipalities. Her 
council colleague Donna Colson 
recognized her participation in 
these broad regional efforts dur-
ing a December 2019 ceremony 
when she passed the title of the 
mayor to Beach.

“What it shows is that she’s just 
not about Burlingame; she’s about 
the whole Bay Area and commu-
nity,” Colson said.

Beach sees her involvement in 
policy on the regional level — 
much like her military experience 
on the global level — as impor-
tant assets, as she makes her bid 
for Congress. But she takes par-
ticular pride when talking about 
local issues, including her efforts 
as mayor in 2020 to steer Burl-
ingame through the pandemic 
while still achieving key strategic 
goals like raising the minimum 
wage and adopting a bicycle and 
pedestrian master plan, an issue 
near and dear to her heart.

Beach is undaunted by the nat-
ural structural advantage that her 
two Democratic opponents bring 
to the race — the fact that a state 
assembly member and a county 
supervisor represent a larger 
geographical area and, in a sense, 
have a louder megaphone than a 
council member in a city of about 
30,000 residents. When asked 
about this, she instantly rattled 
off a list of Congress members 
who were elected without having 
first served on the state level: Zoe 

Lofgren, Eric Swalwell, Diane 
Feinstein, Barbara Boxer and 
Anna Eshoo — Eshoo represents 
the neighboring District 16 and 
Beach views her as a role model.

“I do think my experience in 
local government at the grass-
roots level is a competitive asset 
when I go to D.C. because I’ve 
been so close to the people,” 
Beach said. “I get lobbied in the 
bike lane in my city. You can’t get 
any closer to people.”

If elected to Congress, one of 
her focus areas would be expand-
ing health care. While Canepa 
supports Medicare for All, a bold 
proposal championed by the 
party’s progressive wing, Beach 
says she wants to improve health 
care by gradually expanding 
the Affordable Care Act, which 
means she’d be leaning on the 
private sector in some areas and 
creating a public option.

That’s not the only area where 
Beach disagrees with Canepa. In 
discussing foreign policy, Canepa 
said he supports imposing a no-
fly zone over Ukraine, which 
President Joe Biden has stead-
fastly refused to adopt because 
it would create the potential for 
direct combat between American 
and Russian aircraft. Beach, a 
former Patriot missile air defend-
er, said she supports Biden’s 
approach, which involves sup-
porting Ukraine with weapons 
and economic aid.

“There are too many air defense 
assets that would shoot down 
aircraft,” Beach said. “We can-
not afford a direct conflict with 
Russia.”

Other areas that she would 
prioritize in Congress are climate 
action and mental health, an 
issue that has become particu-
larly critical in the Covid era. An 
entire generation of children, she 
noted, didn’t get to experience 
preschool because of schools 
switching to Zoom classes. This, 
she said, will have long-term 
effects on society. As a mother 
of two teenagers and a long-time 
education volunteer, she believes 
she would be a particularly effec-
tive advocate on these topics if 
elected to Congress.

“Our life perspectives help 
inform what our priorities are,” 
Beach said.

Kevin Mullin: A 
campaign to save 

democracy

L
ong before Kevin Mullin 
became the second most 
powerful Democrat in the 

California Assembly, he was 
Cutmaster Kevvy Kev, a teacher’s 
son working at McDonald’s with 
a side hustle spinning tracks at 
dances and house parties.

Mullin, 51, knows how to read 
the room and set the tone, skills 
that helped him ascend to the 
position of Speaker Pro Tempore 

in 2014 and to remain in that role 
to this day. Though politics was 
always in his blood — his father, 
Gene Mullin was a civics teacher 
at a local high school before 
winning a seat in the state 
Assembly — he was more inter-
ested in music and journalism, he 
said in a recent 
interview.

As a youth 
in South San 
Francisco, Mul-
lin wanted to be 
a radio DJ. He 
played music 
at local par-
ties and, once 
in college, he 
began working at KDNS, the 
voice of the University of San 
Francisco Dons. He also worked 
briefly at an advertising agency 
and later founded a media com-
pany, KM2 Communication, 
which produced short documen-
taries and enabled him to host a 
show on public access TV.

But politics was never far from 
his mind, and his pivotal moment 
arrived when he met then-state 
Sen. Jackie Speier at a Demo-
cratic Party Convention, where 
she offered him a job as her field 
director. The job gave him a taste 
of constituent service and the 
political process. Speier, who 
he is now hoping to succeed 
in the U.S. Congress, told this 
publication that she had “great 
confidence in his ability to work 
well with people, to manage the 
office and to help me deliver for 
the constituents.”

Mullin made his first foray into 
electoral politics in 2007, when 
he ran for city council in South 
San Francisco. He served as 
mayor in 2011 and became more 
engaged in regional issues, at one 
point representing his part of the 
county at the San Mateo County 
Transportation Commission. In 
2012, he made a bid for the state 
Assembly in the heavily Demo-
cratic district and easily won, 
picking up 68.5% of the vote.

It didn’t take long for him to 
forge alliances. In his first year 
in Sacramento, Mullin became 
assistant Speaker Pro Tempore. 
He ascended to Speaker Pro 
Tempore in December 2014, 
when then-Assembly Speaker 
Toni Atkins appointed him to the 
position. The position, he said, 
has been a “nice niche” for him, 
given his experience in radio and 
TV broadcasting.

“When you preside over the 
floor, you’re in a way a bit like 
the anchorman of the Assem-
bly,” Mullin said in an interview. 
“You’re narrating the proceed-
ings, so to speak. It was a great 
utilization of my communication 
background, so I sought that 
position and was given it by the 
speaker at the time.”

More importantly, he said, the 
position has given him access 
to regular conversations with 

party leadership, allowing him to 
advocate for San Mateo County 
concerns effectively.

“That’s been good for my dis-
trict,” Mullin said.

He frequently touts his experi-
ence and success as a legislator 
on the campaign trail. He often 
mentions the 60 bills that he 
helped get signed into law, focus-
ing on his efforts on climate 
change and the electoral process.

These issues are now at the 
heart of his campaign. When 
he addressed his supporters at 
an April 6 campaign event in 
downtown San Mateo, Mullin 
proclaimed to the crowd, “Our 
democracy is under attack and 
our planet is in peril.”

In discussing democracy, he 
pointed to the growing number 
of red states moving over the past 
few years to erect voting barriers 
and limit people’s options for 
electing their representatives.

“In many cases there’s a parti-
san takeover being taken of local 
election processes,” Mullin said 
in an interview. “That is calling 
out for federal protections. There 
need to be some federal protec-
tions and federal oversight over 
how the things are operating. I 
really think there’s a coordinated 
effort to undermine democracy.”

He believes he is uniquely posi-
tioned to address these issues. 
Mullin’s best known bills pertain 
to campaign finance and elec-
tion transparency. In 2017, he 
authored the DISCLOSE Act, 
which requires political ads to 
prominently disclose their fund-
ing sources. When then-Gov. 
Jerry Brown signed it into law in 
October 2017, Mullin called it the 
“strongest finance disclosure act 
in America.”

That was the first in a wave 
of voting bills Mullin has either 
authored or co-authored over 
the next few years. One provides 
a ballot to every voter so that 
they can vote by mail; another 
automatically registers California 
residents to vote.

Climate change is also a top 
priority, particularly given the 
15th District’s orientation along 
the San Francisco Bay. A self-
described “Al Gore devotee,” 
Mullin touted his efforts to pass a 
$3.7 billion legislative package in 
climate resilience, which included 
funding for coastal protection 
and adaptation measures. It also 
had funding for California Cli-
mate Action Corps, members of 
AmeriCorps who work on sus-
tainability projects such as food 
recovery and wildlife resilience. 
The package became part of Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s budget last year.

“We absolutely have a respon-
sibility at every level to work on 
this issue and we absolutely need 
federal funding on that,” Mullin 
said of climate change.

An essential component of that 

N E W S
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www.675manzanita.com
DRE # 01183468

675 Manzanita Way, Woodside, CA 94062
Central Woodside, 3 level acres with Pinot & Merlot wine vineyards & Sweet 
Concord & Table Grape vineyards, Numerous Fruit Trees all maintained 
organically without use of pesticides. Main Ranch home with 4 bedrooms 
3,535 sf, Guest house 1-1,915sf, Guest house 2-640 sf, Guest house 
3-730sf and an ADU/ Pool bathroom 300sf Totaling 7,120 sf per attached 
Floor Plan Visuals Drawing. Additionally a horse corral, Property is zoned for 
6 horses. Excellent Schools and easy commute access bordering Sand Hill 
Road & Whiskey Hill roads.

MLS #: ML81883101
4 Beds,3 Baths

 $7,795,000
Steve Lessard
650-704-5308
steve.lessard@compass.com
SteveLessard.com
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is improving public transporta-
tion. Mullin said he strongly sup-
ports Caltrain’s ongoing effort to 
electrify its fleet. In February, he 
introduced a bill to provide $260 
million to Caltrain to complete 
the project by 2024. The project 
has been in the works since 2017.

The Caltrain project entails 
replacing 75% of the existing 
diesel fleet with electric trains 
and is projected to increase train 
service along the Peninsula. Mul-
lin’s legislation, known as AB 
2197, is now moving through the 

Assembly’s committee process.
He is more cautious when 

talking about high-speed rail, 
California’s much maligned and 
repeatedly delayed effort to link 
San Francisco and Los Ange-
les. Since winning the voters’ 
approval in 2008, the project 
has been hampered by a bal-
looning budget, shifting designs, 
inconsistent political support and 
spotty oversight.

“It’s a generational kind of a 
project. I may not see high-speed 
rail in my lifetime but I think it’s 
a project that should happen,” 
Mullin said.

His legislative record also 

contains dozens of lesser known 
bills, including his proposals 
to ban counterfeit airbags, cre-
ate a licensing system for child 
care centers and require 9-1-1 
systems to have a text option for 
callers who are deaf, each signed 
into law in 2016, 2018 and 2019, 
respectively.

Mullin said there is no hard and 
fast process for creating a legisla-
tive package. He said that ideas 
for legislation could come from 
constituents, staff, or individuals 
and organizations who’ve been 
trying to get something done for 
years.

Mullin believes that his years 

of steering critical legislation 
through Sacramento give him a 
substantial advantage over the 
rest of the candidates in the field. 
Experience, he likes to say, still 
matters.

Because of his experience in 
Sacramento and his close ties to 
Speier, Mullin has been widely 
considered a frontrunner ever 
since she announced her retire-
ment last November. Speier 
immediately endorsed him and 
was quickly joined by other fix-
tures of the Peninsula’s Democrat 
establishment, including U.S. Rep 
Anna Eshoo, former state Sen. 
Jerry Hill, state Sen. Josh Becker 
and Assembly member Marc 
Berman.

Speier told this publication that 
she believes Mullin’s career in the 
Assembly has prepared him well 
for effectively representing the 
Peninsula in the U.S. Congress. 
Being a representative, after all, is 
a legislative job and having years 
of experience in the legislative 
process puts you “miles ahead in 
terms of being able to negotiate 
on behalf of your constituents in 
Congress,” she said.

“Congress — it eats freshmen 
alive,” Speier said. “The story I 
heard when I first got there is 
that more senior members don’t 
learn your name until you’ve 
been there for three or four 
terms. He’s got the ability to hit 
the ground running and I think 
that’s exceedingly important.”

His campaign chest and list of 
endorsements also give him an 
edge. In the first quarter of this 
year, Mullin’s campaign reported 
$371,883 in contributions, more 
than double what Beach and 
Canepa had raised over the same 
period. Days later, his campaign 
released a poll showing him well 
ahead of the competition, with 
31% of respondents indicating 
“initial support” for his candi-
dacy (Canepa was second, with 
17%).

During an April 6 campaign 
event, with his wife Jessica and 
their 4-year-old twin sons Lan 
and Landon standing by, Mul-
lin told his supporters that given 
the campaign donations and the 
polls, he believes he is now con-
sidered a frontrunner in the race.

“That’s all good, but we still 
need to go out there and win it on 
the ground,” Mullin said.

Gus Mattammal: 
Bucking the odds

G
us Mattammal wants to 
challenge assumptions 
and defy expectations.

Yes, he is a Republican run-
ning in a Congressional district 
dominated by Democrats. As 
such, he may not be the odds-on 
favorite to fill a seat that has long 
been held by U.S. Rep. Jackie 
Speier.

But with a bit of luck and lots 

of pluck, Mattammal bucked the 
odds in the past as he went from 
a working-class upbringing in St. 
Louis, Missouri, to a director of 
a tutoring company, Advantage 
Testing, a company he expanded 
west, and under his guidance, 
opened six offices.

As far as politics go, Mattam-
mal is relatively 
new to the par-
ty. Unlike his 
three primary 
opponents, who 
are all Demo-
crats, he has not 
held an elective 
office or a job 
as a staffer. He’s 
also new to the Republican Party 
— he joined the GOP just five 
days before an uprising at the U.S. 
Capitol made many observers 
and politicians question what the 
party stands for.

For Mattammal, 49, it means 
leveraging the private sector to 
solve public problems and tackle 
education reform, climate change 
and health care.

As a tutor, he is particularly 
passionate about education. His 
local school, Roosevelt High 
School, had a graduation rate of 
about 25% in the late 1980s, and 
none of his childhood friends had 
graduated, Mattammal said in a 
recent interview.

“I watched an entire generation 
of low-income, overwhelmingly 
minority kids fed into a public 
school that doesn’t work. It fails 
to do what it’s trying to do,” Mat-
tammal said.

However, he wants to make 
it clear that he does not oppose 
public education. Public schools, 
he said, are one of the things that 
made this country great.

“But believing in public educa-
tion doesn’t necessarily mean that 
I believe that every individual 
public school out there or that the 
system, as currently constructed, 
is the best public school system 
that we can possibly have,” he 
said.

His primary solution is setting 
up educational savings accounts 
for lower-income individuals that 
would enable them to pursue 
other school options if their local 
schools are failing them. The 
goal, he said, is to give people 
more options when it comes to 
education. Today, individuals 
with higher incomes already have 
the option of leaving a public 
school system if it’s not perform-
ing well. Only the lower-income 
families don’t have that, he said. 
The government would play a 
role in subsidizing these accounts 
and opening up more choices.

Mattammal said he was more 
fortunate than most of his friends 
regarding high school education.

His grandfather, a carpenter 
and a plumber, and his grandfa-
ther’s best friend, an electrician, 

N E W S

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Atherton Planning Commission will hold a public hearing 

to consider Zoning Code text amendments to Chapter 17.50 “Landscape Screening” of the 
Atherton Municipal Code (AMC) in accordance with Chapters 17.06, 17.18 and 17.50 of the AMC. 

This meeting will be held via teleconference pursuant to Government Code section 54953(e) 

public may participate in the Planning Commission Meeting via Zoom Meeting or by attending in-
person in the Council Chambers at 80 Fair Oaks Lane, Atherton, CA 94027.

Description: The Planning Commission is considering adoption of Zoning Code text amendments 
to Chapter 17.50 “Landscape Screening” of the Atherton Municipal Code (AMC) for a recommendation 
to the City Council. Amendments being considered include landscape screening on hillside lots and on 
architectural “towers” and projections, minimum tree and shrub planting sizes, and other items.

can be found online by Thursday, May 19, 2022 here: https://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/Archive.
aspx?AMID=44&Type=Recent

The proposal has been determined to be exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) to CEQA Section 15304, Minor Alterations to Land.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that said application is set for hearing by the Planning Commission at 
its meeting on May 25, 2022 at 6:00 PM in-person and via teleconference accessible through the above-
described information, at which time and place all persons interested may participate and show cause, if 
they have any, why the proposed Zoning Code text amendments should or should not be approved.

IF YOU CHALLENGE the zoning text amendments in court, you may be limited to raising only those 
issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the Planning Commission at, or prior to, the public hearing.  Planning Commission decisions are 
appealable by any aggrieved person to the City Council within 10 days of the date of the decision.

If you have any questions on the item please contact Stephanie B. Davis, Principal Planner, at sbertollo-
davis@ci.atherton.ca.us or 650-773-7249. Any attendee who wishes accommodation for a disability should 
contact the Building Division at (650) 752-0542 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.

Date Published: May 13, 2022
Date Posted:  May 12, 2022

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/147031861

Meeting ID: 147-031-861

Dial In: +1 669 900 6833, 147031861#

Remote Public Comments: 

Meeting participants are encouraged to submit 
public comments in writing in advance of the 
meeting. The following email will be monitored 
during the meeting and public comments 
received will be read into the record.  

Email: rrobinson@ci.atherton.ca.us

ATHERTON PLANNING COMMISSION
/s/ Lisa Costa Sanders
Lisa Costa Sanders, Town Planner

Town of Atherton
Planning Commission

May 25, 2022
REGULAR MEETING

6:00 P.M.
This is meeting is held virtually

and in-person at the
Council Chambers
80 Fair Oaks Lane
Atherton, CA 94027
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Gus Mattammal
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For a private showing of this extraordinary property, please contact:

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal 
verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2022 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair 
Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01908304. 
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HughCornish.com

Over $3 Billion in Sales

HUGH CORNISH

650.619.6461
hcornish@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#00912143

#1 Agent in SF Peninsula 
Coldwell Banker, 2019 - 2021

650.400.2933
stephanie.elkins@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#00897565

STEPHANIE ELKINS 
VAN LINGE

#7 Agent in SF Peninsula 
Coldwell Banker, 2021

OPEN SUNDAY
May 15, 1:30 – 4:30pm

1160 TRINITY DRIVE  |  MENLO PARK  |  $5,195,000  |  1160TRINITY.COM

Custom-built home with 3 bedrooms, office/den, 2.5 baths  |  Spectacularly peaceful vistas  |  Approx. 4,960 total sq. ft. 

Flexible floor plan with a possible 4th bedroom  |   Lot size: approx. 14,375 sq. ft. (.33 acres)  |  Significant decking on both levels  

Private garden with pool and spa  |  Acclaimed Las Lomitas School District

Luxury Living in Desirable 
Sharon Heights
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Public Notices

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@
paweekly.com for assistance with your legal advertising 

needs. The deadline is Monday at noon.

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
DISTILLÉ 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290778 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Distillé, located at 25 Tagus Ct., Portola 
Valley, CA 94028, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
FACADE SHOE DESIGN, LLC 
25 Tagus Ct. 
Portola Valley, CA 94028 
Delaware 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
April, 14, 2022.  
(ALM Apr. 29; May 6, 13, 20, 2022)

AMERICA’S ICE CREAM 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290811 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
America’s Ice Cream, located at 451 
Dumbarton Ave., Redwood, CA 94063, 
San Mateo County; Mailing address: 1344 
Windetmere Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025.  
Registered owner(s): 
ANA LAURA CORONADO HERNANDEZ 
1344 Windermere Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 04/19/2022. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
April 19, 2022. 
(ALM Apr. 29; May 6, 13, 20, 2022)

ROSEY SKYE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290730 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Rosey Skye, located at 836 Park Avenue, 
Moss Beach, CA 94038, San Mateo County; 
Mailing address: 446 Old County Road, Ste 
100, Box 350, Pacifica, CA 94044.  
Registered owner(s): 
ROSEY SKYE LLC 
446 Old County Road, Ste. 100 #350 
Pacifica, CA 94044 
California  
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on May 14, 2018.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
April 11, 2022. 
(ALM May 6, 13, 20, 27, 2022)

FIESTA LIGHTING DESIGNS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290925 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Fiesta Lighting Designs, located at 1269 
Carlton Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County; Mailing address: 220 Red 
Lion Way, Newman, CA 95360.  
Registered owner(s): 
SILVIA RUELAS 
220 Red Lion Way 
Newman, CA 95360 
MIGUEL SANTA ANA 
220 Red Lion Way 
Newman, CA 95360  
This business is conducted by: Copartners.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
April 27, 2022. 
(ALM May 6, 13, 20, 27, 2022)

CareKinesis 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290853 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
CareKinesis, located at 401 South Canal 
Street, South San Francisco, CA 94080, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 

TABULA RASA HEALTHCARE GROUP, INC. 
228 Strawbridge Drive, Suite 100 
Moorestown NJ 08057 
Delaware 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 01/01/2020.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
April 21, 2022. 
(ALM May 6, 13, 20, 27, 2022)

CRYSTAL SPRINGS BIOELECTRIC THERAPY 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290961 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Crystal Springs Bioelectric Therapy, located 
at 119 De Anza Blvd., San Mateo, CA 94402, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
LIPING YAO 
1395 Saratoga Ave #63 
San Jose, CA 95129 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
May 2, 2022.  
(ALM May 6, 13, 20, 27, 2022)

MOUNTAIN MICROGRIDS 
MOUNTAIN MICRO GRIDS 
SKYLINE MICROGRIDS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290967 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
1). Mountain Microgrids, 2.) Mountain 
Micro Grids, 3.) Skyline Microgrids, located 
at 215 Chapman Rd., Woodside, CA 94062, 
San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
JEFFREY BEAMAN 
215 Chapman Rd. 
Woodside, CA 94062 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
May 3, 2022.  
(ALM May 13, 20, 27; June 3, 2022)

MENLO CLOCK WORKS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290897 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Menlo Clock Works, located at 961 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
TIME SOURCE INC. 
961 El Camino Real 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
California  
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 04/01/1981. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
April 25, 2022. 
(ALM May 13, 20, 27; June 3, 2022)

GREEN CEDAR DISTRIBUTION 
PHOENICIAN FOODS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 290893 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
1.) Green Cedar Distribution, 2.) Phoenician 
Foods, located at 2479 Industrial Pkwy #K, 
Hayward, CA 94545, San Mateo County; P.O. 
Box 275, Redwood, City, CA 94064.  
Registered owner(s): 
GHASSAN A. RICHA 
1405 Marshall St. #519 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 08/11/2005.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
April 25, 2022. 
(ALM May 13, 20, 27; June 3, 2022)
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THE ALMANAC OPEN HOMES
ATHERTON
303 Atherton Avenue $17,900,000
Sat 1:30-4:30 7BD/8.5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000

MENLO PARK
1160 Trinity Drive $5,195,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 3BD/2.5BA 
Coldwell Banker Realty 650-619-6461
305 Gloria Circle $4,998,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4BD/3.5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-785-5822

MOUNTAIN VIEW
336 North Whisman Road $1,998,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 3BD/2BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-785-5822

PALO ALTO
3753 Starr King Circle $2,958,000
Sat/Sun 1:00-5:00 3BD/2BA 
Coldwell Banker Realty  650-380-9898
171 Everett Avenue $3,798,000
Sat 1:30-4:30 4BD/3.5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000

PALO ALTO
2261 Saint Francis Drive $3,500,000
Sat 1:30-4:30 4BD/3.5BA 
JLee Realty 650-857-1000
2950 Ramona Street $4,198,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4BD/3BA 
The Troyer Group, Intero  650-440-5076
610 Chimalus Drive $3,788,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4BD/3BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000
3513 Waverley Street $5,988,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 5BD/5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000
1420 University Avenue $8,988,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 6BD/7.5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000
1436 Harker Avenue $5,748,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 7BD/5.5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000

REDWOOD CITY
1108 Haven Avenue $1,488,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 4BD/4BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-684-0887

Legend: Condo (C), Townhome (T). Agents: submit open homes at AlmanacNews.com/real_estate

remodeled the family home so 
they could rent out the bottom 
floor to another family. His par-
ents saved that money and used it 
to send Mattammal and his three 
siblings to private schools. As a 
teenager, Mattammal attended an 
all-boys Jesuit school and worked 
12-hour days on Sundays at a local 
ice cream shop, where he made 
$3.35 an hour. He also got his first 
start in tutoring when his teacher, 
sensing his boredom in class, 
charged him with tutoring two 
legendary class clowns, Mattam-
mal said.

After graduating from high 
school, Mattammal moved to Cal-
ifornia to attend Pomona College.

Once he got his degree, he 
moved through many odd jobs, 
including a stint selling television 
ads and flirted with pursuing a 
doctorate in theoretical astrophys-
ics, a subject for which he was pas-
sionate. Instead, he went to Yale 
School of Management, where 
he earned a master’s degree in 
international strategy and finance. 
He then moved to various jobs 
at Capital One, taking him from 
Richmond, Virginia, to New York 
City.

Education, however, was always 
on his radar. Mattammal vol-
unteered at the nonprofit Junior 
Achievement, where he taught 
financial literacy to underprivi-
leged children. So when an oppor-
tunity came up for him to join 
Advantage Tutoring, he jumped at 
the chance. Before long, the New 
York-based company moved him 
west so that he could open offices 
in Portland, Seattle, Charlotte and 
other cities. The company, he said, 
now has about two dozen offices 
around the country.

Mattammal, who lives in El 
Granada, believes his experience 
in education makes him well 
suited to pursuing the types of 

reforms that California needs. 
For years, he said, the Democratic 
supermajority’s main answer on 
education has been to throw 
more money at the problem. Yet 
California’s K-12 education, he 
observes, lags behind most states 
(U.S. News & World Report cur-
rently ranks it as 40th).

Mattammal has no objections 
to funding public education, but 
he believes that there should be 
consequences for schools that 
aren’t getting the job done. And 
if government subsidies allow 
low-income families to leave these 
schools, it would carry the added 
benefit of lowering class sizes 
at these schools and making it 
easier for them to improve their 
performance, he said. Some of 
the lowest-performing public 
schools may close, but Mattam-
mal believes that’s not bad.

His passion for personal choice 
extends to climate change and 
health care. When Mattammal 
talks about his support for uni-
versal health care, he is looking to 
Singapore. A system he envisions, 
modeled after Singapore’s, would 
furnish everyone with a “uni-
versal health account” dedicated 
to paying for health care needs. 
While the government also con-
tributes to these accounts, Mat-
tammal believes that a Singapore-
style system would significantly 
slash America’s health care costs, 
give residents more choice and 
minimize the role of insurance 
companies.

“If you can control the money, 
we will ultimately spend less mon-
ey and we will need fewer large 
government programs to run this 
policy,” Mattammal explained at 
an April 6 candidate forum.

“So it achieves conservative 
goals of spending less money, 
less administrative space, more 
personal choice and freedom,” 
he said.

He also preaches personal 
choice and the free market to 

address climate change, an issue 
central to his campaign. He does 
not support, for example, the 
recent trend by local governments 
to mandate “electrification” — a 
switch from gas appliances to 
electric ones — to curb green-
house gas emissions. Rather than 
requiring the switch, govern-
ments should create incentives 
such as tax breaks that would 
push people toward environmen-
tal sustainability, he said.

However, to really move the 
needle on climate change, the 
nation needs to invest more in 
technology. This includes car-
bon-capture technology, which 
absorbs carbon dioxide emissions 
before entering the atmosphere 
and storing it, usually under-
ground. An advantage of this 
technology, he said, is that it can 
be set up in places like Wyoming 
and West Virginia, which have 
depended on fossil-fuel industries 
for jobs and economic growth.

“Carbon capture offers an abil-
ity to set up new industry in 
the places that the West has left 
behind,” Mattammal said.

He also believes the country 
should invest more in nuclear 
fusion power, which relies on fus-
ing nuclei of tiny atoms to create 
energy. Other nations, including 
the United Kingdom and Canada, 
have fusion projects in the works. 
The United States should not fall 
behind in this race, he said.

Nuclear power should also be 
part of the solution, he said. At the 
April 6 forum, Mattammal main-
tained that the days of Three Mile 
Island are “long gone,” referring 
to a 1979 meltdown of a nuclear 
reactor that is considered the 
worst nuclear accident in Ameri-
can history.

“Nuclear plants are much 
smaller and of safer design now 
than they used to be. We should 
be building more of them,” 
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TOWN OF ATHERTON
COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS VACANCIES
The Town is actively seeing candidates across all committees;

• Audit & Finance - 1 Vacancy
• Bicycle and Pedestrian - 1 Vacancy
• Environmental Programs - 3 Vacancies
• Planning - 1 Vacancy
• Park and Recreation - 3 Vacancies
• Rail - 1 Vacancy
• Transportation - 1 Vacancy

CONTACT: ASUBER@CI.ATHERTON.CA.US  |  650.752.0529
FOR APPLICATIONS VISIT:

WWW.CI.ATHERTON.CA.US/138/COMMITTEES-COMMISSIONS
APPLICATIONS DUE: JUNE 9, 2022 BY 5 PM

heavily Democratic district. The 
most politically moderate of the 
three is former Menlo Park Mayor 
Peter Ohtaki, whose campaign 
calls for resisting unfunded hous-
ing mandates, fighting inflation 
and seeking more federal dol-
lars for transportation projects. 
Ohtaki, who grew up in Menlo 
Park and spent eight years on 
the council, said his experience 
as both an elected official and as 
a chief financial officer at a tech 
firm make him well qualified for 
the seat. 

“Voters want a credible alterna-
tive in the November election this 
year, not just another shade of 
blue,” Ohtaki said.

The two other Republicans in 
the race position themselves fur-
ther on the right of the political 
spectrum. Richard Fox, who leans 
libertarian and who has been a 
vocal opponent of vaccine man-
dates, is characterizing his candi-
dacy as a battle not only against 
Eshoo but also against President 
Joe Biden’s Chief Medical Advisor 
Dr. Anthony Fauci and the phar-
maceutical industry.  

Benjamin Solomon is running 
as a pro-business candidate who 
wants to lower taxes. He also has, 
however, embraced in his cam-
paign the national Republican 
Party’s opposition to “critical race 
theory,” an intellectual movement 
that emphasizes the role of race 
in shaping American institu-
tions such as criminal justice and 
education. And like Fox, he is a 
skeptic when it comes to climate 
change. When asked about the 
topic on Tuesday, Fox suggested 
that government-funded research 
“usually reaches conclusions that 

the government wants it to reach,” 
while Solomon rejected the inter-
national consensus about the 
threats of climate change and 
suggested that “global alarmist 
scientists” are not telling people 
the full truth.

The only candidate on the list 
who is not affiliated with either 
major party is John Karl Fredrich, 
a Palo Alto resident and retired 
government teacher who had 
made several unsuccessful bids for 
the Palo Alto City Council, most 
recently in 2016. Fredrich supports 
the “Medicare for All” plan, is 
skeptical about American military 
intervention and wants to abolish 
the Electoral College and pass the 
Equal Rights Amendment, which 
was introduced in 1923 but never 
ratified. The ERA guarantees 
equal rights to all Americans, 
regardless of sex.

“It’s long overdue, it needs to 
get done and I would hope to be 
a party to pushing that across the 
finish line,” Fredrich said.

In making the case for a fresh 
term Tuesday, Eshoo touted her 
decades of experience, a quality 
that she said is particularly vital at 
a time when women’s reproduc-
tive rights are being threatened by 
the Supreme Court and when the 
nation faces ongoing challenges 
such as climate change, inflation 
and a war in Ukraine that requires 
American leadership to defeat 
authoritarianism.

The political veteran also cited 
the legislation that she has cham-
pioned and supported over the 
years, including her efforts to 
expand health care access for 
Americans. These efforts helped 
get an additional 6 million Ameri-
cans enrolled in the Affordable 
Care Act in the past year, she said. 
Eshoo has also sponsored and 

supported the Women’s Health 
Protection Act, which would pre-
vent government restrictions on 
abortion access.

“I take a backseat to no one on 
health care, the progress that we 
made and for the progress that we 
need to make, including on the 
price of drugs, the price of insu-
lin,” said Eshoo, who chairs the 
House’s Subcommittee on Health.

Her challengers, meanwhile, 
focused on outstanding issues that 
remain unresolved and argued 
that the district is due for a change. 
Tanaka and all three Republican 
candidates cited inflation as a 
major concern. He touted his expe-
rience as a tech entrepreneur and 
suggested that the district needs a 
“legislator for the digital age.”

The difference between candi-
dates was particularly apparent 
when it came to climate change 
policies. Kumar’s plan centers 
on carbon capture technology 
while Tanaka champions nuclear 
energy. Eshoo and Rading, who 
both called climate change an 
“existential crisis,” favor the more 
mainstream solution of ramp-
ing up investment in renewable 
energy, while Ohtaki talked about 
the need of boosting transit ser-
vices and cutting emissions from 
transportation.

Eshoo pointed to her support 
for Build Back Better, a legislative 
package that included $555 billion 
in funding for climate change 
programs and that passed the 
House before petering out in the 
Senate. Rading said he wants to 
form a “climate innovation hub” 
that brings together communities 
and stakeholders from academia, 
the private sector and activist 
organizations to create innovative 
solutions and develop financ-
ing mechanisms to enable broad 

adoption.
“Climate change is still an issue 

reserved for wealthiest communi-
ties, and we need to conceptualize 
how to spread these ideas for the 
rest of the world,” Rading said.

The candidates also took dra-
matically different positions when 
it came to regulations of tech 
firms. Eshoo, Fredrich and Rading 
all said Tuesday that they support 
the Digital Services Act, a legisla-
tive proposal spearheaded by the 
European Union that governs 
disinformation and that would 
require tech firms such as Meta 
and Google to provide more trans-
parency about their algorithms.

Fox and Solomon said they 
agreed with Elon Musk, the bil-
lionaire who is now in the pro-
cess of buying Twitter and who 
famously prefers a more hands-off 
approach when it comes to speech 
on the internet.

Ohtaki, meanwhile, said he 
supports stronger laws around pri-
vacy protection but is concerned 
about a situation where “the gov-
ernment is placed in the role of 
deciding what is misinformation 
or illegal information.” Eshoo had 
no such reservations and said she 
was proud of the legislation that 
she had authored on both misin-
formation and privacy. Last year, 
she joined U.S. Rep. Zoe Lofgren 
in reintroducing the Online Pri-
vacy Act, which strengthens user 
data rights (the bill is currently 
going through the committee 
process in the House).

“We see the damage that is done 
to our democracy relative to dis-
information, misinformation and 
the lack of privacy,” she said.

The eight candidates will face 
off in the primary on June 7, with 
the top two vote-getters advancing 
to the Nov. 8 general election. 

ESHOO
continued from page 1

Mattammal said.
Mattammal is well aware that 

any Republican would face long 
odds in District 15, but he is 
undaunted by the challenge. As 
an immigrant’s son (his father is 
from India) and an advocate for 
universal health care and strong 
investment in climate change, he 
believes that he can effectively fuse 
liberal ideals with conservative 
policy preferences. He sees himself 
as a political moderate, and he said 
his decision to join the Republican 
party was largely driven by his 
sense of where his views would 
carry the most significance.

“I could theoretically make my 
home in a center-left or a healthy 
center-right party, whichever one 
needs the most help,” Mattammal 
said. “I felt the Republican Party 
needs my help.”

If elected, he believes he can 
do something that no other can-
didate in the race can: bring the 
Republican Party to the table to 
pass the necessary legislation. 
He has already secured endorse-
ments from the state GOP and the 
Republican chapters in San Mateo 
County and San Francisco. At 
an April 20 forum sponsored by 
Thrive, a coalition of nonprofits, 
he made the case that as a Republi-
can, he would be able to effectively 
represent the Peninsula, mainly 
if the party takes over the House 
majority after the midterm elec-
tions, as is widely predicted.

“If you want to make real prog-
ress on issues like voting rights, 
like immigration, of the five of us 
only I can deliver the thing that 
we most need: support from the 
Republican Party,” Mattammal 
said. 

DISTRICT 15
continued from page 20
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Area and the state: affordable 
housing.

In representing their home 
district, the elected candidate 
will join a board of five supervi-
sors which oversees a $3.3 bil-
lion county budget.

The Almanac interviewed 
each of the candidates to talk 
about some of their top pri-
orities for the district, how they 
hope to address some of the 
issues of the coastside and rural 
communities and what moti-
vated them to run for the seat in 
the first place.

The primary election will take 
place June 7. The top two candi-
dates will move on to the general 
election on Nov. 8.

Laura Parmer-Lohan 
wants to tackle 
climate change

W
ith a slogan hinting 
at her top campaign 
priority, “Our Envi-

ronment, Our Future,” Laura 
Parmer-Lohan, former mayor of 
San Carlos, has established her-
self in the District 3 Supervisor 
race as the candidate who wants 
to take an aggressive stance on 
climate change initiatives for 
San Mateo County.

A position that distinguishes 
her most from the three other 
candidates is her firm support 
for the parcel tax measure that 
will fund preventative measures 
against wildfires and rising sea 
levels. (The tax measure will be 
voted on by residents.)

For Parmer-Lohan, it’s a neces-
sity when looking at about half a 
dozen capital-intensive projects 

throughout the 
county that 
require atten-
tion, including 
an early flood 
warning sys-
tem, Belmont 
Creek restora-
tion and other 
projects out-
lined by OneShoreline or the 
San Mateo County Flood and 
Seal Level Rise Resiliency Dis-
trict which formed in 2020.

Separate from the projects that 
could be funded by the tax mea-
sure, Parmer-Lohan said that 
there’s a number of issues cur-
rently facing the county due to 
rising sea levels, citing the king 
tides in Pacifica that are eroding 
the pier and cliff near the homes 
on Beach Boulevard and High-
way 1 by Surfer’s Beach in Half 
Moon Bay that is only temporar-
ily protected by a riprap.

The opposing candidates 
point to rising gas prices and 
inflation as reasons why they 
can’t support another tax mea-
sure on county residents at 
this time. But Parmer-Lohan 
believes she is addressing her 
districts’ concerns by backing it.

“The community has shared 
with me that they want bold 
and swift action when it comes 
to addressing the impacts of 
climate change,” she said.

A mother to two boys, Par-
mer-Lohan has held several 
marketing positions in medical 
device and biotech companies, 
is currently the chief of staff 
at Amgen and runs a small 
business.

She was inspired to get 
involved in public service after 
her son, who was 12 at the time 
and plans to study environ-
mental energy at University of 

California, Davis, expressed 
concerns to her about the future 
and climate change.

Parmer-Lohan first got a taste 
of city politics by joining San 
Carlos’ single-family housing 
advisory committee, review-
ing design standards for home 
remodeling or building projects. 
In 2018, she won a seat on the 
San Carlos City Council, where 
she said she is currently working 
to go beyond the city’s Regional 
Housing Needs Allocation num-
bers and has helped create a 
strong climate action plan for 
the city.

“Now we have one of the most 
robust climate action plans, 
with over 40 different strate-
gies to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions as well as to address 
the impacts of climate change,” 
she said.

Moving to a position on the 
board of supervisors, where 
she can increase the scope of 
the work she has done as a San 
Carlos City Council, just seemed 
like the next natural step, she 
said.

With climate change at the 
center of her campaign, Parm-
er-Lohan proposed developing 
water recycling and reclaiming 
programs for use in irrigation, 
farming and landscaping.

Parmer-Lohan said the city 
of San Carlos has been able to 
encourage developers to use 
recycled water in commercial 
development projects. On a 
county level, she said a water 
recycling program will look 
different depending on the uses, 
whether that’s for development 
or farming, and that the trick 
is to make sure that ultimately 
the costs to carry out these pro-
grams will fit people’s budgets.

Parmer-Lohan frames the 
affordable housing crisis as a 
climate issue and wants to look 
at housing policies related to the 
county’s ability to reduce green-
house gas emissions, support 
transit-oriented housing, push 
for more workforce housing and 
look at available public lands to 
build upon.

Similar to the apartments that 
just opened for the Jefferson 
Union High School District 
staff, Parmer-Lohan said that 
she wants to expand local school 
district partnerships with the 
county to build more housing.

For housing for farm work-
ers, Parmer-Lohan said she was 
interested in a plot of land in 
Half Moon Bay that used to be 
the site of the former Bay City 
Flower Company.

“The lack of housing affects 
all of us whether we know it or 
not,” she said, adding that gain-
ing support for more housing 
requires listening to everyone’s 
concerns and getting people 
to agree on the facts as best as 
possible.

Parmer-Lohan graduated with 

a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of California, Santa 
Cruz, and received her master’s 
degree at the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley’s Haas School 
of Business.

She is endorsed by current Dis-
trict 3 Supervisor Don Horsely; 
Hector Camacho, president of 
the San Mateo County Board 
of Education; two trustees of 
the San Carlos School District; 
and a long list of other elected 
officials. She is also endorsed by 
the Redwood City Firefighters 
Association, Planned Parent-
hood and the National Union 
of Healthcare Workers. Her 
full list of endorsements can be 
found on lauraforsupervisor.
com/endorse-laura.

Virginia Chang Kiraly 
wants to be District 
3’s ‘fiscal watchdog’

V
irginia Chang Kiraly has 
experience as an elected 
official, but she prides 

herself as the only candidate in 
the District 3 San Mateo Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors race 
with a financial background, 
frequently describing herself as 
a “fiscal watchdog.”

She has served as a board 
member of the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District and 
the San Mateo County Harbor 
District since 
2011 and 2015, 
respec t ively, 
and as former 
senior direc-
tor at Nasdaq 
stock market, 
she credits her 
financial savvy 
for some of the 
a c c ompl i s h-
ments made by the two district 
agencies during her tenure.

“The fire district has paid 
down about $44 million of 
unfunded pension liabilities 
since I’ve been on this board 
... The harbor district has paid 
down about 50% of its unfund-
ed pension liability,” Chang 
Kiraly said in an interview with 
The Almanac. “It’s a philosophy 
for me, so I’ve pushed for that.”

With good financial planning, 
Chang Kiraly said, the Fire Dis-
trict gained the opportunity to 
increase battalion staffing and 
to build its third fire station, 
while the Harbor District is in 
the process of fixing its coastal 
trail to Mavericks Beach and 
has placed life rings in county 
beaches that could save lives for 
those caught in strong waves.

It’s all about financial plan-
ning based on certainty that 
allows you to prepare for the 
future, Chang Kiraly said, and 
it’s an approach she hopes to 
bring to District 3.

Her time on the two boards 
largely informs one of her top 

campaign priorities: public safety.
When she moved to unin-

corporated West Menlo Park 
in 1994, part of the attraction 
to the area was the wide avail-
ability of open space, and she 
believes that everyone should 
feel compelled to take advan-
tage of that resource safely.

But during the pandemic, 
Chang Kiraly, as the Har-
bor District’s board president, 
confronted some of the holes 
in coastside safety. Within a 
seven-week period, between 
November 2020 and January 
2021, seven people were fatally 
swept away by strong waves, 
including a 12-year-old boy at 
Cowell State Beach.

The harbor district in response 
helped install three emergency 
life ring buoy stations within 
Pillar Point Harbor to give visi-
tors a more immediate and safer 
rescue option while waiting 
for emergency responders. The 
hope is to expand the program 
across other parts of the state’s 
coastline. For Chang Kiraly, 
even more should be done.

“That’s such a small Band-
Aid,” she said. “What we need 
is a real coastside water rescue 
effort.”

Using her fiscal-minded 
approach, Chang Kiraly believes 
she can achieve that by taking a 
second look at how Measure 
K funds are being used in San 
Mateo County.

The half-cent sales tax voters 
passed in November 2016, also 
known as the “San Mateo Criti-
cal Services Measures,” which 
helps fund a broad range of 
essential services such as para-
medic dispatch, neighborhood 
health clinics and addressing 
sea level rise, among other 
things.

Chang Kiraly called it a 
regressive tax and didn’t 
approve of the way it is cur-
rently being used by the county, 
with about $1.4 million going 
to each supervisor’s district as 
discretionary funds.

Instead, Chang Kiraly said 
it should be invested towards 
a water rescue post, mental 
health crisis training for law 
enforcement, fire prevention 
and protection, and disaster 
preparedness.

“For me, Measure K was billed 
as funding for public safety,” 
she said.

Chang Kiraly joins two other 
candidates, Ray Mueller and 
Steven Booker, who have spo-
ken against a new parcel tax 
measure proposal that will 
go towards climate change 
initiatives.

Although she’s not against 
taxes, Chang Kiraly said that 
it is the wrong time to impose 
another tax when inflation and 
gas prices are at an all-time 
high. Instead, she thinks the 
county should be looking at what 

DISTRICT 3
continued from page 5

Laura 
Parmer-Lohan

Virginia 
Chang Kiraly

Digital Content Associate
TheSixFifty.com is looking for a digital storyteller to help our 
newsroom serve the diverse communities of the SF Peninsula. Our 
focus is on creating quality and insightful coverage of the region, 
with a heavy emphasis on internet-savvy storytelling.

We are currently seeking a part-time associate to help with a variety 
of editorial responsibilities, from feature writing to social media 
posts to assembling our popular and growing newsletter. The Six 
Fifty is a publication produced by Embarcadero Media, which also 
publishes the Palo Alto Weekly, the Mountain View Voice and the 
Menlo Park Almanac.

For details, visit tinyurl.com/650digital. 

We’re looking for talented, 
highly motivated and dynamic people

Join our team!

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210
TheSixFifty.com  |  EmbarcaderoMediaGroup.com
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resources are currently at hand, 
such as the special districts like 
the fire district, before asking 
county residents for more money.

“When you want to impose 
a parcel tax, you better work 
together with all the agencies 
that are already collecting taxes 
instead of having a redundant 
tax put out there,” she said.

Previously, Chang Kiraly was 
appointed by former Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger to the 
California Commission for Eco-
nomic Development and served 
from 2007 to 2014. She currently 
serves as a trustee on the Cali-
fornia State Parks Foundation 
and is on the board of WIRE 
for Women, a nonpartisan non-
profit that promotes women in 
elected office throughout San 
Mateo and Santa Clara coun-
ties, and the National Alliance 
for Mental Illness San Mateo 
County.

She graduated from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin in 
1986 with a bachelor’s in gov-
ernment and a minor in eco-
nomics. In 2020, she earned a 
master of public administration 
from the University of Southern 
California.

Chang Kiraly is endorsed by 
Nancy Reyering, president of 
the San Mateo County Harbor 
Board of Commissioners, Har-
old Schapelhouman, former 
fire chief of the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection District; Carlos Bola-
nos, San Mateo County Sheriff, 
among others. To see a full list 
of her endorsements, visit vir-
giniachangkiraly.com.

From electrician to 
politician, Steven 

Booker envisions a 
more equitable San 

Mateo County

O
ut of the four candidates 
in the District 3 Board 
of Supervisors race, Ste-

ven Booker stands out as a bit of 
an anomaly. His political experi-
ence is limited to his time on the 
San Mateo County Democratic 
Central Committee since 2020, 
and he doesn’t hold a college 
degree.

Booker took classes at the Col-
lege of San Mateo, preparing to 
be a police officer, before he piv-
oted to become an electrician.

But, as politi-
cal director 
and commu-
nity affairs 
liaison for a 
local chapter 
of the Interna-
tional Brother-
hood of Elec-
trical Workers 
(IBEW) labor 
union, he’s not without expe-
rience in advocacy. And as a 
lifelong resident of San Mateo 

County, living in Daly City, 
Woodside, Emerald Hills, San 
Mateo, Redwood City, Belmont 
and now Half Moon Bay, he has 
an intimate familiarity with 
some of the issues county resi-
dents face today.

In 2013, his wife, Lisa Booker 
was diagnosed with brain can-
cer and moved back to her 
longtime home in Half Moon 
Bay with her father Ed Wilson. 
But with skyrocketing rents, 
Booker’s father-in-law could no 
longer afford to live in the area. 
Booker moved in to avoid shift-
ing his wife around during her 
illness and helped pay for some 
of his father-in-law’s bills. His 
wife died in 2016, but Booker 
never left Half Moon Bay.

“Best place on God’s green 
earth,” he said in an interview 
with The Almanac. “I’m 53 now, 
about to be 54, and Half Moon 
Bay is perfect.”

Booker had always had a mind 
to run for office, but he said the 
pandemic truly exposed him 
to some of the inequities in the 
county. He recalled a time when 
Half Moon Bay’s only library 
was closed and left some chil-
dren without internet access in 
the midst of distant learning.

“I had students outside of my 
house using my internet because 
they didn’t have Wi-Fi,” he said.

With current District 3 Super-
visor Don Horsely being termed 
out this year, Booker said now 
was the best shot he had to 
address some of the gaps he sees 
in the district.

One of his campaign priorities 
is closing the digital divide and 
bringing high-speed internet 
connectivity throughout Dis-
trict 3. He said he hopes to look 
at the Measure K funds, a half-
cent tax passed in November 
2016, and other county bonds 
to invest more into the district’s 
broadband infrastructure.

Like all of the candidates, 
affordable housing is a top 
issue for Booker. He supports 
workforce housing such as the 
affordable apartment units that 
opened recently for employees 
of the Jefferson Union High 
School District, and wants the 
county to invest in similar types 
of housing for veterans, farm 
workers and other essential 
employees.

Booker said there’s an oppor-
tunity to build on public lands 
throughout the coast, especially 
anywhere that might be near 
transit hubs. He did not have 
a specific area in mind when 
asked, but wherever the “physi-
cal infrastructure and techno-
logical infrastructure” exists, 
his mentality is “build, build, 
build.”

Booker said he hopes to mend 
the community’s relationship 
with law enforcement. In his 
perspective, he sees local trust 
in law enforcement eroding, 

especially after recent demon-
strations in 2020 and the 2018 
incident with Chinedu Okobi 
who was tased to death in Mill-
brae by sheriff ’s deputies.

Booker is firmly against 
defunding the police. Instead, 
he wants to see law enforcement 
interact more with the com-
munity outside the context of a 
traffic stop or a ticket.

“Living in Half Moon Bay, 
I rarely see (deputy) sheriffs 
outside of their cars,” he said. 
“They need to get out of their 
cars a little more and introduce 
themselves with the shop own-
ers and introduce themselves to 
the citizens of that town so that 
not every interaction you have 
with the sheriff is a negative.”

As a workers’ rights advocate 
with IBEW for more than two 
decades, a recording secretary 
for the San Mateo County Cen-
tral Labor Council, and by serv-
ing on the boards of the Police 
Activities League and the Sher-
iff ’s Activities League, Booker 
believes he has a unique in with 
a wide demographic of county 
residents and hopes to leverage 
his position to bring more equity 
in the county.

“I have no hidden agenda,” he 
said. “I just want this to be the 
most equitable and equal county 
in all of California.”

Booker’s endorsements 
include David Canepa, president 
of the San Mateo County Board 
of Supervisors; Rick Bonilla, 
deputy mayor of San Mateo; and 
Nancy Magee, San Mateo Coun-
ty superintendent of schools. To 
see his full list of endorsements 
go to bookerforsupervisor.org.

Booker served a tour of duty 
during the Gulf War as a United 
States Air Force member. He 
is also on the board of the 
Clean Energy Citizens Advisory 
Committee. 

Ray Mueller wants 
to run toward the 

problems as District 3 
supervisor

I
n his decade as a Menlo Park 
City Council member — 
two of those years as mayor 

— Ray Mueller has learned that 
effective governance requires 
him not to run away from 
problems. 

“When someone comes to 
you and tells you something’s 
wrong, that’s the job,” Mueller 
said in an interview with The 
Almanac. “And so you run 
towards that problem to help 
them. If you’re sitting back away 
from the controversy you’re not 
really doing the job.”

It’s why one of Mueller’s 
immediate tasks if elected as 
District 3 supervisor would be 
to open an office on the coast 
in the first week and to be 

in that office 
two to three 
days a week. 
For Mueller, 
it’s an essen-
tial step for 
him because 
he looks at the 
county as a 
“social services backstop.”

It’s not just land-use issues 
the county supervisor is dealing 
with, he said. “The supervisor 
touches the health and hospital 
system, it touches children and 
family services ... And so it’s 
amazing to me that if you are a 
farm worker on the coast or if 
you’re a person who’s working 
two jobs trying to make ends 
meet, then you have to drive all 
the way from the coast to Red-
wood City to meet with your 
supervisor. That has to change.”

Spending most of his career 
as a litigator, Mueller said he 
was spurred to get involved in 
city government shortly after 
the Great Recession, hoping to 
become steeped into commu-
nitywide issues in Menlo Park.

He joined the city’s trans-

portation commission in 2010, 
which reviewed traffic impacts 
of large development projects. 
Mueller cited the Stanford Uni-
versity hospital expansion plan 
as one the highlights of his two-
year tenure, where his advocacy 
helped secure more funding for 
Menlo Park after the advisory 
body urged Stanford to do more 
to mitigate its project’s impact.

Charlie Bourne, a colleague 
on the transportation commis-
sion, nominated Mueller to take 
over his chair position.

“Afterwards, I asked him why 
he did it and he said, ‘Because 
I want you to be on council,’” 
Mueller said. “And so I ended 
up running for City Council 
and that passion for public ser-
vice that I had when I was a kid 
was just completely reignited.”

A decade later, adding a stint 
working as chief of staff for 
Santa Clara County District 5 
Supervisor Joe Simitian during 
his time on council, Mueller 
hopes to continue working with 
his constituents closeby within 
San Mateo County rather than 
from up north in Sacramento.

One of Mueller’s six cam-
paign priorities focuses on the 
economic recovery of District 
3 as labor shortages continue 
to impact farms, restaurants, 
small businesses and even the 
start-up economy. For Mueller, 
this labor issue ultimately boils 

down to a housing issue.
“We have to build workforce 

housing,” he said. “We have to 
be committed to it.”

Mueller pointed to county-
owned land in Pescadero as 
one of the areas that could 
start building affordable hous-
ing. He also proposed the idea 
of working closely with cit-
ies that may be interested in 
upzoning a business district or 
shopping center and providing 
those jurisdictions with grant 
funding.

Beyond creating more hous-
ing, Mueller said that one of 
the larger critiques he has of 
the county is its approach to 
affordability.

“We put people into a clas-
sification group based on how 
much they can afford and then 
we extract as much as they 
can afford but that doesn’t 
allow people to save anything 
to build equity,” he said. “So 
I really want to move towards 
a community-trust model of 
affordable housing that allows 
people to actually buy into their 
unit.”

Some of Mueller’s current 
constituents may consider him 
to be a more moderate voice 
when it comes to develop-
ment, at least compared to his 
colleagues on the council, but 
Mueller counters that it’s all a 
matter of practicality.

“As a policymaker I try to be 
practical in terms of what infra-
structure exists in an area,” he 
said.

He adds that housing needs 
to be built near services in 
such a way that can also reduce 
greenhouse gases, and that 
he has the most experience in 
looking at housing strategies as 
someone who has gone through 
three housing element updates 
and has sat on the board of the 
California Tax Credit Alloca-
tion Committee.

Another focus of Mueller’s 
campaign is stabilizing the 
coastal agriculture economy. 
He said that he wants to look 
at Napa and Sonoma Valley 
as a model for how farms on 
the coast should be branded 
to make them a more attrac-
tive destination to shop at and 
visit.

Mueller is endorsed by the 
San Mateo County Demo-
cratic Party, Menlo Park Police 
Officers Association and the 
San Mateo County Firefighters 
union, among other organi-
zations. Endorsements from 
elected officials include U.S. 
Rep. Anna Eshoo, Simitian 
and more than 60 current and 
former city council members. 
To see a full list of his endorse-
ments, go to raymuellerforsu-
pervisor.com/endorsements. 

Email Staff Writer Lloyd Lee 
at llee@almanacnews.com. 

N E W S

Steven Booker

Ray Mueller

‘We have to build 
workforce housing.  

We have to be 
committed to it.’

RAY MUELLER
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ACADEMICS

7EDU Impact Academy Cupertino
7EDU’s summer program provides a great summer learning, fun 
and effective experience for your kids from K-12. For lower grades, 
7EDU offers critical reading and writing with PBL hands-on STEM 
exploration and performance arts. For upper grades, 7EDU offers: 
unique Individual Research with university professors; Entrepreneur 
Summer Camp in real Silicon Valley startup companies, and 
Academic Boost under top college counselors’ guidance to have 
a jumpstart in the fall. Multiple sessions, flexible online/on-site 
options. $50 special discount for Camp Connection.

7edu.org  (408) 216-9109

Athena Academy  Palo Alto
Athena Academy is proud to offer two, week-long academic skills 
programs for dyslexic and twice exceptional students entering 
grades 1-8. This program uses our unique strengths-based teaching 
approach to help our students build foundational skills for learning. 
June 20-24, July 18-22. Join us for one week or two!

athenaacademy.org/ 
summer  (650) 543-4560

Early Learning Institute Palo Alto, Pleasanton
Emerson Montessori School offers three Write Now!® courses — 
camp-like sessions designed to improve students’ writing and 
public presentation skills. Each one-week course features a different 
genre: Expository Writing (prose forms used in school assignments), 
Creative Writing (stories, plays, poems), and Presentation Skills 
(“Persuasion” this year). 

headsup.org Emerson: (650) 424-1267  
 Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
Harker summer programs for preschool - grade 12 children include 
opportunities for academics, arts, athletics and activities. Taught 
by exceptional, experienced faculty and staff, our programs offer 
something for everyone in a safe and supportive environment. 

harker.org/summer (408) 553-5737

Pinewood School   
Summer Festival of Learning  Los Altos 
Pinewood’s two- or four-week program offers half-day or full-day 
options in both academic and enrichment classes. Specialized 
teachers and small academic classes maximize the summer school 
experience for grades K-8. Our curriculum emphasizes academic 
achievement as well as participation in the arts, technology, and 
athletics. 

pinewood.edu/summerprograms 

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series  
on Biomedical Research Stanford
Explore biomedical science at Stanford through lectures from 
Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics 
in biomedical science including bioengineering, neuroscience, 
immunology and other topics. 

explore.stanford.edu  
explore-series@stanford.edu

Summer at Sand Hill School Palo Alto 
Our program balances fun group activities that promote social 
growth with academic remediation and a focus on student interests 
and talents. Appropriate for students who have completed Grade 
2, 3, 4 or 5 and who have language-based learning differences, 
attention challenges and/or school-based anxiety. Learn to love 
school again. Camp dates: June 14-June 30.

sandhillschool.org/summer (650) 688-3605

Summer@Stratford Palo Alto/Bay Area
Stratford infuses its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Math) curriculum into an innovative and enriching summer 
camp experience. Younger campers engage in hands-on learning 
projects, while elementary-age students collaborate to tackle real-
world problems. At the middle school level, individual subject-based 
enrichment classes are offered and tailored for each grade level. 

stratfordschools.com/summer  
pa@stratfordschools.com (650) 493-1151

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Camp Integem  Palo Alto
Camp Integem is the #1 AR camp for kids and teens (ages 5-18). It is 

a magical and unique experience for K-12 students who love STEM, 

Art, Coding, AI, Design, 3D Fashion, Animation, or Game Design to 

turn your imagination into cutting-edge designs. 

camp.integem.com  (408) 459-0657

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls Palo Alto
Casti Camp offers girls entering grades 2-6 a range of age-

appropriate activities including athletics, art, science, writing, 

crafts, cooking, drama and music. Leadership program available 

for girls entering grades 7-9.

castilleja.org/summercamp (650) 470-7833

City of Sunnyvale Recreation Sunnyvale
Offering 80+ camps for ages 3-17 featuring traditional camps, art 

camps, dance camps, theater camps, sports camps and STEM camps. 

Camps begin June 6 – Aug. 12. Check out swim lessons and recreation 

swim at three aquatic facilities with lessons opening early May.

sunnyvale.ca.gov/activities (408) 730-7350

Community School of Music & Arts Mountain View
50+ creative camps for grades K-12! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, 

Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops and more! 

One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Financial 

aid offered. 

arts4all.org (650) 917-6800 ext. 0

Hope Musical Theatre Palo Alto
1 WEEK FULL DAY CAMPS: June 6 - July 29. This summer camp is 

an intensive musical theatre program where students, ranging in 

age from 6 – 15 years old, put on a Broadway style musical with 

high caliber sets, props, costumes, a professional choreographer, 

a director and a live band. 

hopemusicaltheatre.com  (650) 568-3332

Midpen Media  Palo Alto
Midpen Media Center is hosting a series of media-making summer 

camps, including Studio Television Production, News & Journalism, 

Sports Broadcasting, Filmmaking, and Acting for the Camera.  

midpenmedia.org/summercamp (650) 494-8686

Oshman Family JCC Camps Palo Alto
At J-Camp, we build a spirited community where campers are 

immersed in joyful camp activities and develop meaningful 

relationships with others while engaging in individual personal 

growth. Our exciting day camp offers programming for incoming 

grades K–10.

ofjcc-jcamp.com (650) 223-8622

Riekes Center Bay Area
Explore all your interests with the Riekes Center this summer! 

Enrolling now for programs in Creative Arts, Nature, and 

multifaceted AFCANA including Athletic Fitness. For ages 5-18 with 

locations across the Peninsula.

riekes.org/summercamps2022  (650) 364-2509

Stanford Jazz Workshop  Stanford
Stanford Jazz Workshop on campus of Stanford University. Week-

long jazz immersion programs for young musicians in middle 

school (Giant Steps Day Camp, starts July 5), high school (Jazz Camp, 

July 10 and July 17), and adults/advanced teens (Jazz Institute, July 

24). All instruments and vocals. Jazz Camp tuition reduced by 1/3 

for our 50th Anniversary Season! 

stanfordjazz.org (650) 736-0324

TheatreWorks Silicon Valley Atherton, Palo Alto
Campers bring their plays to life, make new friends and practice 

collaboration skills at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s PlayMakers 

Camp (grades K-5). Campers learn acting, playwriting, movement 

and stagecraft from professional teaching artists from the Tony 

Award-winning local company. 

theatreworks.org/education (650) 463-7146

ATHLETICS

Bald Eagle Sports Camps Bay Area 
The first camp ever approved by The Positive Coaching Alliance for 

message and Development Zone programming. We offer 4 camps: 

Non-Traditional MultiSports (TK-5th), Sports Leadership & Field Trips 

(6th-8th), Basketball Camp (3rd-8th) and Coach In Training (free, 9th-

10th). Healthy lunch included for all. Extended Care 7:30 am - 6 pm.

baldeaglecamps.com  (888) 505-BALD

Dance Connection Palo Alto Palo Alto
Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family 

and a “home away from home” for our community of children and 

teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy and 

atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer Dance 

Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up including Teen 

Jazz, TikTok, and Hip Hop Camps. A summer session for ages 3 to 

adults will be offered from June 13-July 30.

danceconnectionpaloalto.com/dance-connection- 
event-calendar/summer-dance-camps (650) 322-7032

Decathlon Sports Club Los Altos 
Decathlon Sports Club’s environment we have created and fostered 

feels a lot like that “old neighborhood”. Games and socializing, 

in combination with structured sports and instruction, creates 

the simultaneously relaxed, crazy, fun and educational feel of our 

program. Children play, get tons of exercise, and develop socially, 

physically, and athletically.

dsclosaltos.com  Text or Call: (650) 314-9775

Kim Grant Tennis Palo Alto  
Summer Camps Monterey Bay
Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner, 

Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis levels. 

Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant improve player technique, 

fitness, agility, mental toughness and all around game. Weekly 

camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps in Monterey Bay. 

KimGrantTennis.com Text: (650) 690-0678 
 Call: (650) 752-8061 

Maccabi Sports Camp Atherton
Maccabi Sports Camp is an overnight Jewish sports camp. We 

welcome campers entering grades 3–11 with programs dedicated 

to building strong character and Jewish community through sports.

maccabisportscamp.org/wp (415) 997-8844

Camp Cardinal  Stanford
We hope you’re ready for engaged and safety-focused staff, 

phenomenal facilities, and innovative programs. Our camps will 

empower your camper’s physical, and mental skills in a social 

environment. Our main camper program is for kids 5 years old to 6th 

grade. Our Counselor-in-Training Program for kids 7th-10th grade 

for aspiring camp counselors.

campcardinal.org  
campcardinal@stanford.edu

Stanford Baseball Camps Stanford
At Sunken Diamond on the campus of Stanford University. A variety 

of camps are offered to benefit a wide range of age groups and 

skill sets. Campers will gain instruction in several baseball skills, 

fundamentals, team concepts, and game play. 

stanfordbaseballcamp.com (650) 725-2054

Stanford Water Polo Camps  Stanford
Whether you’re new to water polo or have experience, we have a 

camp for you. Half day or full day options for boys and girls ages 

7 and up. All camps provide fundamental skills, scrimmages and 

games. 

stanfordwaterpolocamps.com (650) 725-9016

Please check directly with camps for updates and remote 
offerings. To advertise in print and online, call (650) 326-8210.

Learn more at PaloAltoOnline.com/camp_connection. 

Camp ConnectionCamp Connection
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829 THORNWOOD DRIVE, PALO ALTO

All designs are Copyright Verge Collective, Inc., and are templates intended to guide licensed associates properly associated with a licensed brokerage. This material is 
intended as informational only and not as a solicitation. All information contained has been provided by the Realtor and even where intended to be reliable is in no case a 
guarantee to accuracy of the information contained including but not limited to condition, lot size, square footage, or other features of the property. All of this information 
should be independently verified by personal inspection and by hiring the appropriate professionals. This is not a solicitation if you are listed with another broker.

Rare opportunity to own one of Joseph Eichler’s most 
desirable and sophisticated models in an ideal location. 
Enter to find floor-to-ceiling glass windows creating an 
indoor/outdoor living space that made Eichler homes 
iconic, & which have come to epitomize the California 
lifestyle. New kitchen with views of the garden make 
it a pleasure to cook everyday meals. Modern kitchen 
opens to two patios for alfresco dining and entertaining. 
Spacious backyard offers possibilities galore (pool, 
expansion, ADU). Remodeled master & hall baths are well 
appointed with high-end designer finishes and almost 
everything is new. Integration with the outdoor setting 
even extends to bedroom & master suite where large 
sliding glass doors invite light in to 
make everything bright. Located on a 
quiet tree lined street for the utmost in 
privacy. Close proximity to top schools 
& Mitchell Park. Extra-large lot, soaring 
trees and exquisite design make this 
home stand out. A secluded retreat 
ideal in every way.

829Thornwood.com
Offered at $3,988,000

Keyko Pintz
Realtor
650.224.9815
kpintz@intero.com
DRE #02011298

Olivia Pintz
Realtor

650.888.6878
opintz@intero.com

DRE #02051033

O p e n  H o u s e   |   S a t u r d a y  &  S u n d a y  1 - 4 p m
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Restaurant Week Restaurant Week 
Starts Today!Starts Today!
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By Heather Zimmerman

For over 35 years, every 
spring Silicon Valley Open 
Studios has invited the pub-

lic to meet local artists through a 
self-guided tour of artists’ work-
spaces and other venues.

This year’s open studios, orga-
nized by the nonprofit Silicon 
Valley Visual Arts, kicked off last 
weekend with tours of coastside 
artists’ studios. The weekend of 
May 14-15 focuses on Peninsula-
based artists while the final week-
end, May 21-22, highlights South 
Bay artists.

The Almanac spoke with local 
artists about their work and what 
visitors can expect to see from 
them during Silicon Valley Open 
Studios.

Read more interviews with 
Peninsula artists at almanacnews.
com/arts.

Patt Sheldon — 
Redwood City

Jewelry and textile artist Patt 
Sheldon has participated in Sili-
con Valley Open Studios off 
and on over the past few years, 
with this spring’s event marking 
her fourth time. She works in a 
variety of media, primarily hand-
crafted jewelry and dyeing, weav-
ing, knitting and felting textiles.

Sheldon was working as a mid-
dle school language arts teacher 
when a move to the San Mateo 
County coast spurred her to take 
up what she jokingly calls “indoor 
sports” due to the region’s fre-
quent summertime fog and cool 

weather.
“I started knitting, because it 

gave me something I could do 
when it was foggy, and then I 
started weaving. I took an early 
retirement and the year I retired, 
I took a class on knitting with 
wire. It was knitting necklaces — 
jewelry,” she said.

Sheldon lives in El Granada, 
near Half Moon Bay, but will be 
participating in a Redwood City-
based event with nine other artists 
on May 14-15.

Life along the coast not only led 
Sheldon to creating art in various 
media, but it also ultimately led 
her to form a group of local art-
ists, as she looked to combat the 
isolated environment that artists 
often work in — very different 
from Sheldon’s time as a teacher. 
She founded the artists’ group, 
Colony of Coastside Artists, in 
2010, which brings artists together 
to share and discuss their work.

Sheldon continues to work in 
diverse media, exploring a vari-
ety of textile and jewelry-making 
techniques.

“I love trying new things. I 
think as a teacher, I was a lifelong 
learner, and I still enjoy reading 
and I still enjoy learning new 
things. I’ll always try something 
new,” she said.

One technique she frequently 
uses in her textile work is ice dye-
ing, which involves placing ice 
over natural fabrics that have been 
prepped with a fixative. Over the 
ice, Sheldon sprinkles various col-
ors of powdered dye, which colors 
the fabric as the ice melts.

The unpredictable process 

produces unique patterns.
For her jewelry, Sheldon cur-

rently is creating pieces using 
kumihimo, a Japanese braiding 
technique, to create necklaces 
and bracelets. She has recently 
started weaving gemstones into 
these designs.

Visitors to Sheldon’s open stu-
dio can find a variety of garments 
and accessories, including jackets 
and ponchos, scarves, hats and 
gloves, as well as jewelry.

“I love seeing people’s faces 
when they try something on or 
when they see my work. They 
have to love color. My 
booth is anything but 
beige — it’s very 
colorful. People 
try something 
on and they feel 
good in it and it 
feels vibrant and 
they feel better. 
It’s sort of an 
inner happiness 
that they get from 
trying it on,” Shel-
don said.

Charles S. Boris — 
Redwood City

Redwood City sculptor Charles 
S. Boris has been showing his 
work at Silicon Valley Open Stu-
dios since 2018.

He creates furnishings such as 
benches, tables and desks from 
reclaimed wood.

“As a designer, I want my stuff 
to be more than just a functional 
piece of furniture made out of 
found pieces of wood. I want it 
to be a statement — a sculpture,” 
Boris said.

He will be showing in Red-
wood City with nine other art-
ists, including his fiancée, Carol 
Sconzert, who creates abstract 
works in mixed media. They have 
also shown together at San Fran-
cisco galleries.

Boris, who has a degree in inte-
rior design, began participating in 
craft shows in upstate New York 
not long after college and has been 
working with wood throughout 
his career. He and a friend ran a 
small woodworking business in 
Buffalo, New York.

When Boris moved to the 

west coast, he had a job setting 
up trade shows, which helped 
him fund his art. He sought out 
reclaimed wood, preferring its 
weathered appearance to freshly 
cut lumber.

“I collected some really nice 
pieces of driftwood, mostly lum-
ber that had been floating around. 
... Instead of cutting down wood 
to make just run-of-the mill fac-
tory-style furniture, that’s what I 
got into,” Boris said.

Rather than setting out to make 
a specific piece of furniture, he 
lets the properties of each piece 
of wood inspire what he creates.

“The form follows function 
with what the piece dictates,” 
Boris said. “In my artist’s state-
ment I say that ‘I strip away the 
gray layers of material to reveal 
the natural grain and character 
of the piece. I try to bring that into 
the final design, and when that’s 
not possible, I try to incorporate 
other pieces of material to make 
it a pleasingly designed work.’”

For his Open Studios show, 
Boris said that given the spacious-
ness of the venue, he’ll be bringing 
a variety of pieces, including one 
specialty: three-legged benches 
that he has created in cases where 
the shape of the wood won’t allow 
for four legs.

“I’ve got small, unique pieces. 
Everything is one-of-a-kind; you 
can’t repeat it because that’s the 
nature of the wood,” he said.

Patt Sheldon and Charles Boris 
are both showing at Site #32, at 
1900 Broadway, Redwood City.

Silicon Valley Open Studios 
features Peninsula-based artists 
May 14-15, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
various sites throughout the Pen-
insula. Find maps of participating 
artists and more information at 
svos.org.

Email Arts & Entertainment 
Editor Heather Zimmerman at 

hzimmerman@almanacnews.
com.

Courtesy Patt Sheldon

Jewelry and textile artist Patt Sheldon uses a variety of techniques, 
including weaving, to create colorful garments (above). She uses 
kumihimo, a Japanese braiding technique, to create necklaces from 
gemstones (left).

P E O P L E  A N D  PERFORMANCES  I N  ARTS  A N D  ENTERTAINMENT

Artscene
Silicon Valley Open Studios returns in full force this month. Meet some of the artists taking part.

Courtesy Charles S. Boris

Sculptor Charles S. Boris created the Henge Bench from reclaimed 
old-growth redwood.
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Stress Less. Swim More.
Let us do all of the work during the dog days of Summer.

SUMMER SPLASH
LISTINGS

July 4 - 22

Michael Repka  |  CEO & Managing Broker  |  650-900-7000  |  michael@deleonrealty.com  |  DRE #01854880

• Our extensive marketing generates a busy season with a 
surge of new listings when demand for homes can exceed 
supply

• Families are looking to settle into a neighborhood before 
the start of the school year

• Lower inventory means less competition and a higher sale 
price

• We offer the most marketing of any local agent or team, 
guaranteed, and will expand your buying pool exponentially

May 25th and we 
will cover ALL title and escrow fees*!

For more details visit:
DELEONREALTY.COM

*Seller to sign a DeLeon Realty listing contract by May 25, 2022 and list their property for 
sale between July 4-22, 2022, and DeLeon Realty will cover buyer and seller escrow fees 
and title fees.
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By Anthony Shu

To support our local dining 
scene, Peninsula Restau-
rant Week is back for its 

second year, May 13-21, featur-
ing special dishes from favorite 
local eateries. For the final story 
in our Q&A series with par-
ticipating restaurants, we caught 
up with The Refuge, which has 
locations in Menlo Park, San 
Carlos and San Mateo.

The Refuge aims to serve the 
best of Belgium, New York and 
Philadelphia through its extensive 
beer list, hand-sliced pastrami 
sandwiches and gooey chees-
esteaks. Led by the husband-
and-wife team of Matt Levin and 
Melanie Roth along with execu-
tive chef Michael Greuel, The 
Refuge reflects Levin’s passion 
for pastrami. However, it unex-
pectedly draws inspiration from 
Michelin-starred kitchens in Paris 
as much as it does from New York 
City. The Refuge’s first location 
opened in San Carlos in 2008, fol-
lowed by Menlo Park in 2013 and 
in Hillsdale Mall in 2021.

Wondering how French haute 
cuisine influenced The Refuge 
and how they make pastrami 
they’re willing to put up against 
titans like Katz’s and Langer’s? We 
spoke with Levin to learn more.

This conversation has been 
edited for clarity and brevity.

Peninsula Foodist: It was a 
little surprising to see on your 
website that the roots of The Ref-
uge were strongly tied to French 
cuisine and your kitchen experi-
ences in France. Could you tell 
me a little more about that?

Matt Levin: It’s a good ques-
tion. It doesn’t seem like it makes 
sense. I grew up Jewish, I’m 
still observant. But back then, 
especially in the ‘90s, I was a 
Francophile. I had gone to France 
before and was just transfixed. 

I couldn’t believe that people 
cooked like this.

Also, I went to New Orleans and 
ate at K-Paul’s back when Paul 
Prudhomme was still alive. (Like 
The Refuge), it was a first-come, 
first-served type of place. I really 
got into New Orleans-style cook-
ing. I bought Paul Prudhomme’s 
“Louisiana Cookery,” and I made 
everything. It’s a perfect cook-
book. I learned a lot about French 
cooking through that lens.

My wife was working for a 
French company, and she got 
transferred to France. I worked 
in Michelin-starred restaurants 
and learned French. The problem 
with those kitchens is that they’re 
very militaristic, they’re hard. You 
can’t make a mistake. The chives 
got to be like, half a millimeter. 
And then if one gets on the edge 
of the plate, you have to replate.

It wears on people and it wore 
on me. And I didn’t eat that type 
of food. I was eating duck confit, 
a lot of charcuterie, but I never 
tasted anything as good as really 
good pastrami. And I’m like, 
“Why don’t they have that? It’s 
very similar. It’s a cured meat.”

When I came back to the 
United States, I was thinking, 
there’s a place for the casual 
connoisseur out there. So that’s 
how The Refuge came about. 
There’s actually (a restaurant 
named) The Refuge in France. 

It was such a cool name, because 
a restaurant (becomes a refuge) 
over the years.

Peninsula Foodist: I can share 
some of those experiences. I 
lived in France and I staged for a 
month in the kitchen in France. 
It was at Alain Ducasse’s cooking 
school. I didn’t get to touch the 
food, but I got yelled at plenty.

Matt Levin: Yeah, Ducasse 
was a heavy hitter. I was into 
Joël Robuchon. I just thought, 
this guy changed the world by 
making mashed potatoes with 
so much butter. So I was really 
into things that looked simple 
but were very technique-driven.

I staged at Chez Panisse, and 
it didn’t really work out for me. 
I need to manipulate my food. 
With pastrami, you do a lot of 
things to that meat to get it to the 
table. You have to impose your 
will on it.

Peninsula Foodist: Could you 
speak a bit more about the pas-
trami-making process?

Matt Levin: The process starts 
with the cut of meat. We use the 
beef plate, which is from the beef 
belly. We use the heart of the 
navel. There’s this little corner 
that’s perfectly marbled. It’s very 
hard to get right now. It’s used for 
hot pot a lot.

It’s all in the brine. What 
makes ours different is the fresh-
ness of the spices. Garlic, you can 

use a few different types of sug-
ars: brown, cane, beet so you’re 
adding different dimensions, not 
just sweetness.

After three to five days, it’s 
rubbed with coriander and black 
pepper, that’s traditional. We 
catch all the drippings, we make 
what Guy Fieri (who featured The 
Refuge on “Diners, Drive-Ins & 
Dives”) called a lacquer and after 
we trim, we’ll dip the meat back 
in. We put very little smoke on it, 
you don’t want to be like Texas 
barbecue. The rest of the game is 
steaming until tender.

Peninsula Foodist: People have 
really strong opinions about their 
regional foods like pastrami and 
cheesesteaks. Do you ever feel any 
sort of pressure making them?

Matt Levin: Yeah, I would 
never have put pastrami on the 
menu if I didn’t think it could 
compete with the big boys.

I love it when people can have 
a lively discussion about food. 
People should be passionate about 
their regional foods because a lot 

of them don’t make it out to the 
West Coast. I provide protection 
for the East Coast out here, it’s safe 
in (The Refuge). I try to do things 
as authentically as possible.

Peninsula Foodist: Is there 
anything else you want the din-
ers coming for Restaurant Week 
to know about?

Matt Levin: I made the pas-
trami combo (half of a pastrami 
sandwich, fries and a beer) our 
special because I don’t think the 
pastrami market’s saturated yet. 
There are still people who come 
in and have never had pastrami. I 
want guests to be open to a snap-
shot of what The Refuge can offer.

You have to really travel to get 
the stuff we serve. It’s the ultimate 
eclectic restaurant even though 
we employ classical technique. 
You have the opportunity to try 
all these things in their authentic 
state in one place: Belgian beers, 
pastrami, house-ground burgers 
and cheesesteaks. The meat we 
use for pastrami isn’t getting any 
cheaper, but it’s worth preserving.

The Refuge, 1143 Crane St., 
Menlo Park; 650-319-8197, 
refugesc.com. Instagram: @
refuge_menlopark. Additional 
locations in San Carlos and San 
Mateo.

Enter to win up to $850 in gift 
cards to local restaurants! Visit 
peninsularestaurantweek.com/
about for more details. 

Email Associate Digital 
Editor Anthony Shu 

at peninsulafoodist@
embarcaderopublishing.com.

Dig into food news. Follow 
the Peninsula Foodist on 

Instagram @peninsulafoodist 
and subscribe to the newsletter 

at almanacnews.com/express/
foodist to get insights on the 
latest openings and closings, 

learn what the Foodist is 
excited about eating, read 

exclusive interviews and keep 
up on the trends affecting local 

restaurants.

Menlo Park’s The Refuge talks regional foods and Restaurant Week

Food&Drink

Courtesy Mark Helsel

The pastrami burger with fries and a beer at The Refuge.

Veronica Weber

Matt Levin, co-owner of The Refuge, which has locations in Menlo Park, San Mateo and San Carlos.650.245.1845

LEHUA GREENMANLEHUA GREENMAN

"Knowing is 
not enough; 

we must apply. 
Wishing is 

not enough; 
we must do."
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Lyn Jason Cobb
650.464.2622
lynjason.cobb@cbnorcal.com 
www.LynJasonCobb.com 
CalBRE# 01332535   |   Contact LBL team for all your Real Estate needs.

For more information & to take a tour, go to:
https://700patrolrd1518172.f8re.com/Website/Index#VIDEOS

Estate Country Living in an Exceptional Setting
Feeling miles away, yet just two miles from Woodside town center, this exceptional 

Offered at $8,500,000

700 Patrol Road, Woodside

SOLD
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The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. 
Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employee ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned 
by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 

ColdwellBankerHomes.com guiding you home since 1906

PALO ALTO | $4,580,000
3224Emerson.com | Presenting a modern interpretation of an East Coast Farmhouse, this stunning custom-built residence takes its place in the heart of Midtown Palo Alto. The architecture is timeless and sophisticated. The floor 

plan is intimate and comfortable. This remarkable beauty offers tremendous light and bright spaces indoors and a completely seamless and unimpeded connection to the outdoors.

Julie Lau
650.208.2287

JLau@cbnorcal.com

CalRE #01052924

PALO ALTO | $3,895,000
Spanish Colonial style 3 bedroom/2 bath home with large formal living and dining rooms. Big kitchen 

open to family room. 2-car garage. On a tree lined street.

Nancy Goldcamp
650.400.5800 

Nancy@NancyGoldcamp.com

CalRE #00787851

CARMEL | $2,995,000
Beautiful 4BR, 3.5BA w/breathtaking views, open floor plan, abundance of 

natural light & multiple fireplaces. Enjoy expansive view,  decks & hot tub.

Thomas Keratzes 408.596.0573

CalRE #02067223

Elizabeth McBride 831.521.7823

CalRE #02099709

SUNNYVALE | $1,499,000
3br/3ba well-kept newer townhome in the highly sought-after Vale community w/chef's kitchen, 

2-car garage & unlimited guest parking.

Bali Liu
650.889.0570

realtor@baliliu.homes

CalRE #02031414

REDWOOD CITY | $825,000
Remodeled 2br/2ba unit w/an open kitchen, living room w/fireplace, heated tile floors, balcony 

& so much more!

Shawnna Sullivan
650.716.7303

shawnna.sullivan@cbnorcal.com

CalRE #00856563


