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T H E  H O M E T O W N  N E W S P A P E R  F O R  M E N L O  P A R K ,  A T H E R T O N ,  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y  A N D  W O O D S I D E

By Leah Worthington, 
Angela Swartz and 
Sue Dremann

F
irefighters working to con-
tain the Edgewood Fire 
burning alongside San 

Mateo County’s Edgewood Park 
and Nature Preserve reduced 
the brush fire to 20 acres and 
42% containment, according to 
a Cal Fire officials Wednesday 
afternoon, June 22.

The blaze, which erupted 
Tuesday afternoon in a region 
bounded by Woodside, Red-
wood City and Edgewood Park 
and Natural Preserve, prompted 
local evacuation orders and left 
thousands of Peninsula resi-
dents without power. 

“The structure threat has been 
mitigated, and they’re in mop 
up today,” meaning crews were 
extinguishing any residual fire 
to prevent its spread, said Cecile 
Juliette, public information offi-
cer for the San Mateo County 
Fire Department and Cal Fire 
CZU, on Wednesday.

Evacuation orders were lift-
ed Tuesday evening, reduced 
to warnings and then to an 

evacuation advisory Wednesday 
morning. Nearly 3,500 custom-
ers were without power June 
21, which dropped to 1,300 
on Wednesday, according to 
PG&E’s outage map, and classes 
at Stanford University were can-
celed Wednesday as a result. The 
fire chief ’s go-ahead was needed 
before PG&E could access the 
nearby substation, with no esti-
mate for when that might occur, 
according to Cal Fire officials. 

Four firefighters, including 
two from Cal Fire, one from 
the national guard and another 
from a local city agency, suffered 
minor injuries and were taken to 
Stanford hospital. They have all 
since been released, according to 
a Cal Fire CZU official.

Juliette said that Wednesday’s 
milder weather, with a maxi-
mum temperature of 96 degrees 
and winds up to 10 mph, were 
“good conditions” for the fire-
fighting crews. Still, she added, 
they’ll be keeping an eye on 
afternoon wind patterns, which 
can shift unexpectedly and 
dramatically change the course 
of a fire. 

As for Wednesday’s plan, she 

said “the firefighters were told to 
stock up on water, stay hydrated 
and work on improving con-
tainment lines.”

Emergency responders from 

around the Bay Area came out to 
support the local Cal Fire CZU 
team. As of Wednesday morn-
ing, 60 personnel were on-scene, 
including strike teams from Cal 

Fire SCU, LNU and Mendocino, 
as well as hand crews from 
Marin County Fire, Monterey 

By Angela Swartz

A
therton may see town-
houses for the first time 
in its history, with pres-

sure mounting to zone for more 
homes to comply with state 
mandates. 

Although there is faculty and 
student housing at some schools 
in town, multifamily housing 
has never been seen outside of 
those narrow uses.

The City Council reviewed its 
draft 2023-31 housing element 

at a Wednesday, June 15, meet-
ing. Town staff released the 
draft for public comment on 
June 10. 

The town must plan for the 
development of 348 new hous-
ing units, a large jump from its 
designation of 93 units during 
the previous eight-year housing 
element cycle. The proposal also 
includes a buffer, bringing the 
total units planned to 462.

Towns and cities also face 
significant exposure to liability, 
according to the state. Courts 

may revoke the local govern-
ment’s land use and planning 
authority, and local govern-
ment agencies deemed out of 
compliance may be subject to 
judgments and fines of up to 
$100,000 per month.

Recognizing the “extreme 
housing shortage” in California 
and the Peninsula, the town of 
Atherton wants to do its part in 
meeting the assigned number of 
housing units, while maintain-
ing the existing town character 
and preserving heritage trees, 

according to the draft element.
Councilman Bob Polito said 

that some residents think the 
housing element is a “vindictive 
plan” by the council and city 
manager, and that it’s not. 

Some residents have demand-
ed the town refuse to create a 
housing element. Polito said that 
unless there is a referendum that 
takes control of local jurisdic-
tions away from the state, towns 
have to comply. 

At the June 15 meeting, some 
residents asked that the town’s 

general land use plan be updated 
(it was last revised two years 
ago) before proceeding with 
a housing element. They also 
brought up concerns about new 
multifamily housing bringing 
traffic and crime to Atherton.

“We have a problem if we 
submit a plan to HCD that’s not 
a good faith plan,” Polito said. 
“These guys aren’t going to put 
up with any baloney.”

Edgewood Fire prompts evacuations, 
causes significant power outages

Firefighters worked to contain 6-alarm blaze, which scorched 20 acres along nature preserve

Draft housing element would bring multifamily housing to Atherton
Update to the city’s zoning allows for more density on numerous town properties

Magali Gauthier

Crews assemble at the scene of the Edgewood Fire on June 21. The brush fire quickly grew to over 20 acres.

See ATHERTON HOUSING, page 21

See FIRE, page 12

Read up-to-the-minute news on AlmanacNews.com
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Among Top Teams  
in SF Bay Area

(per The Wall Street Journal rankings)

www.HelenAndBradHomes.com
Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2020. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by 
the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational 

notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  

BRAD MILLER
650.400.1317 
brad.miller@compass.com
License # 00917768

HELEN MILLER
650.400.3426 

helen.miller@compass.com 
License # 01142061

+

For more information and to arrange a private showing of this exceptional estate, please contact:

Coming Soon... Spectacular Woodside Estate
3.44-Acre Estate   |   1530 Portola Road   |  Price Upon Request   |   www.1530Portola.com

East Coast Aesthetics with California Flair
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*Data collected via online research on 6/14/22. Refer to the individual websites for detail. Stanford FCU’s rate includes a .25 bonus for active and engaged members through our Membership Rewards program.
Stanford FCU rates are available as of 6/14/22 and subject to change without notice. Dividends are compounded and paid monthly. Once a Certificate is opened, the rate remains fixed through maturity. Early 
withdrawal penalties apply and may reduce earnings. Minimum $1,000 deposit and membership eligibility required.
Deposits are federally insured by the NCUA to at least $250,000 (Individual Retirement Accounts up to an additional $250,000).

Visit sfcu.org/certificate for more information!   

60-MMMMOOONTHHH CEEERRRTTIFIICCAATTTTE

Bank of America
0.03% APY*

60-month

Chase
0.02% APY*

60-month

Stanford FCU
3.04% APY*

60-month
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Local News

By Leah Worthington and 
Michelle Iracheta

C
onceding the primary 
race, incumbent Sheriff 
Carlos Bolanos congrat-

ulated his opponent Christina 
Corpus on June 16 after early, 
non-certified results contin-
ued to show she had a steady, 
solid lead that began on election 
night.

“It was an honor an a privilege 
to serve as sheriff for the last six 
years and lead this organiza-
tion,” Bolanos said in his memo 
to staff. “You are truly some of 
the finest law enforcement pro-
fessionals I have worked with, 
and I am very proud of what we 
have been able to accomplish. I 
am sure that you will continue 
to serve our residents in a pro-
fessional and compassionate 
manner.”

He also told his staff that he 
plans to retire at the end of his 
term in January 2023. 

“I wish each of you the very 
best in your personal and pro-
fessional lives,” he said.

“He congratulated me on win-
ning the election and running 
a strong campaign,” Corpus 
said. “Bolanos ensured me of 
his cooperation with a smooth 
transition.”

In an Instagram post, 

Corpus said she would be 
reaching out “to law enforce-
ment and community leaders 
to begin sharing my plans for 
transition.”

Bolanos declined to make a 
statement, but in an internal 
memo told his office that he had 
conceded and had congratu-
lated Corpus, according to his 
campaign staff. 

In an interview with The 
Almanac’s sister publication, 
the Redwood City Pulse, shortly 
after election results came in on 
primary night, Bolanos said he 
was disappointed by the early 
returns but was optimistic to 
see how the rest of the night 
might play out. 

“But, I think there is still a lot 
of votes to be counted,” he said. 
“And let’s see what happens.”

He told his supporters that if 
he lost, “The worst thing that 
happens is that I lose, I won’t 
take it the wrong way” and “I 
will always be proud of the work 
that I do.”

As of June 17, Corpus had 
56.65% of the vote to Bolanos’ 
43.31%. 

Email Reporter Leah 
Worthington at lworthington@

rwcpulse.com and Editor 
Michelle Iracheta at 

miracheta@rwcpulse.com.

By Angela Swartz

I
nfrastructure upgrades, more 
staffing needs and the high 
cost of planning for housing 

growth — reaching hundreds of 
thousands of dollars — are hit-
ting the budgets of Midpeninsula 
small towns in the upcoming fis-
cal year starting July 1.

In Portola Valley, higher 
demand for residents’ services 
is fueling a need for increased 
town staff. With Atherton’s new 
civic center almost complete, 
town officials are ready to direct 
their energies to other projects, 
like traffic management and a 
train station history museum. 
Woodside will tackle $2.1 million 
in capital improvement projects.

Portola Valley
The 2022-23 budget reflects the 

“stark reality” in the last few years 
that the town now needs more 
staffing to support its services, 
according to a memo from Town 
Manager Jeremy Dennis.

“Reaching this conclusion is not 
a light affair; in many ways, it can 
feel counter to the town’s tradi-
tional use of volunteers, through 
its committees, to conduct most 
of the town’s work,” he wrote. 
“However, a combination of the 
sheer amount of work, the com-
plexity of the issues faced by Cali-
fornia municipalities (whether 
from the state, from an emerging 
issue, the legal landscape, or all 
of the above), and the continued 
changes to volunteerism, requires 

that additional professional staff 
become part of the Portola Valley 
team.”

The town expects a $720,096 
deficit during the 2022 budget, in 
part because of all the expenses 
tied to planning for the housing 
and safety elements. The town 
anticipates spending $366,500 for 
the housing element, $104,000 for 
the safety element and $170,000 
for California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) filings related 
to the two elements, for a total of 
close to about $640,000, according 
to the town’s draft budget. The 
Town Council planned to vote 
on Wednesday, June 22, after The 
Almanac’s print deadline.

The deficit is not expected to 
be ongoing or multiyear, and is a 

reflection of one-time projects. It 
also does not include additional 
revenue streams, such as utility 
user tax in fiscal year 2023-24, 
and fees to be studied next year 
to offset construction impacts on 
the town, for example, the memo 
notes.

The 2022 budget includes 
$263,000 for continued fire miti-
gation. A development permit 
technician will cost the town 
$102,820 in salary and benefits. 

The finance department has 
also seen an increase of its work-
load, and a backlog related to 
COVID-19. Town staff would 
like to hire a temporary employ-
ee to help with the workload, 
using American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds.

In the 2023 budget, the town’s 
contract with the San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office, which 
provides police services, will be up 
for renewal.

Atherton
For the 2022-23 budget, Ather-

ton’s general fund revenues are 
projected at almost $19.6 million 
and expenditures are expected 
to be $17.7 million, according to 
an agenda packet for a June 15 
Atherton City Council meeting. 
The council approved the budget 
at the meeting.

Of the projected revenues, $14.3 
million is expected to come from 

Incumbent San Mateo 
County sheriff concedes to 

challenger Christina Corpus
Sheriff Bolanos plans to retire 

at the end of his term

Small towns budgets rise amid planning for housing, greater staffing needs

Magali Gauthier

Monica Somawang administers the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to 6-month-old Sebastian while his 
father, Jon Thacker, holds him at a vaccination site in Mountain View on June 22.

By Angela Swartz

A
fter a long wait, COV-
ID-19 vaccine shots 
starting going into the 

arms and thighs of 6-month to 
5-year-olds locally on Tuesday, 
June 21.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
and Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) granted emer-
gency use authorization for 
the COVID-19 vaccine for 

children ages 6 months to 4 
years old (Pfizer) and children 
ages 6 months to 5 years old 
(Moderna) on June 18.

The San Mateo County 
Health Department will not 
offer vaccines to children 
under 5 at its mass vaccina-
tion sites or community clin-
ics, stating that the best place 
for young children to receive 
the vaccines is in the care of a 
pediatric provider, according 
to the department’s website. 

The health department will 
instead provide small-scale 
clinics at Early Head Start sites, 
and plans to provide staffing 
and administrative support to 
pediatric providers that serve 
publicly insured families.

“The major health care sys-
tems have confirmed that 
they are well prepared to offer 
vaccination to their patients/
members who are under 5,” the 

How to get your under-5 child 
vaccinated against COVID-19

See VACCINE GUIDE, page 8

See TOWN BUDGETS, page 22
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/s/ Sergio Ramirez
Sergio Ramirez
District Manager

WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS GIVEN pursuant to Sections 5473, et. seq. of the 
California Health and Safety Code that the District Board of 
West Bay Sanitary District has, by general regulation, elected to 
collect its charges for sewer services for FY 2022-2023 on the 
tax roll in the same manner as general taxes and will cause to be 

of each parcel of real property receiving sanitary sewer service 
from the District and the amount of the charge for each parcel.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that on Wednesday evening, July 
13, 2022 at the hour of 7:00 p.m. at the meeting room located at 

CA or by Zoom or telephone 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85072584426?pwd=OVNsUVB1N0Y

consider all protests and objections, if any, to the report. 
Anyone wishing to address the District Board concerning these 

Hearing or may be heard at the time of the Board’s meeting. 
Dated: May 25, 2022

day-caringday-caring
                    Friendly, compassionate daytime 
care provided by Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center 
to older adults who need extra support & 
medical attention.

Our participants enjoy many activities & therapeutic 
interventions such as:

•  Physical, occupational, & speech therapies
•  Health monitoring & nursing care provided by RNs
•  Invigorating group exercise
•  Nutritious, tasty lunches & snacks
•  Caregiver support services
•  Transportation to & from Center
•  Engaging activities & entertainment

(650) 289-5499
www.avenidas.org/care

Quality Day-Caring for Your Aging Loved One!

N E W S

New senior pastor at Woodside Village Church
On May 25, members of Woodside Village Church voted 

to promote Pastor Ama Zenya to senior pastor of the church, 
effective June 26, according to a press release.

Zenya, who lives in Woodside with her hus-
band and two sons, began at the Woodside 
church as pastor in 2015 for an interim period.

Zenya was ordained in 1998 after receiving 
a master’s in divinity and biblical studies from 
the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley. 
She grew up in Kenya, East Africa, and is the 
daughter of a British-Kenyan father and an 
Irish-American mother. 

Zenya envisions continued collaboration between the church 
and the community.

“It feels like a new beginning for Woodside Village Church 
that we have been working toward for the past seven years,” 
she said in a statement. “The whole atmosphere on the church 
campus is infused with peace, love and joy, and I believe that our 
neighbors and friends feel that sense when they step on campus. 
The church has identified compassion, creativity, community 
and joy as our core values, and my hope moving forward is 
that we continue to create a place where those values shape the 
experience of everyone who visits.”

The community is invited to celebrate her new role on June 26.
To learn more about the church, visit wvchurch.org.

Atherton: City manager gets a raise, bonus
The Atherton City Council voted last week to give City Man-

ager George Rodericks a 5% annual raise, bringing his salary 
from $244,623 to $256,854, effective July 1. The council also 
awarded him a one-time bonus of $15,000.

City Attorney Mona Ebrahimi said at the council’s June 15 
meeting that his hard work to complete the civic center was a 
major reason for the raise.

The pay bump also brings his salary in “closer alignment with 
that of other comparable cities,” according to a staff report. 
In Woodside, Town Manager Kevin Bryant makes around 
$242,000 annually.

College district receives $480K to support formerly 
and currently incarcerated students

The Rising Scholars Network has granted the San Mateo 
County Community College District (SMCCCD) $480,000 to 
support formerly and currently incarcerated students in the 
district through Project Change, according to a June 15 press 
release.

Project Change, located at the College of San Mateo (CSM), 
has served nearly 300 formerly and currently detained youth 
through dual enrollment and on-campus programming. The 
program offers college readiness summer bridge programs, 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

See COMMUNITY BRIEFS, page 22

Two youths arrested in homicide of 15-year-old
East Palo Alto police have arrested two youths on suspicion 

of murder related to the fatal June 13 shooting of a 15-year-old 
boy, interim police Chief Jeff Liu said on June 17.

The East Palo Alto Police Department, in partnership 
with the San Mateo County District Attorney’s Office, San 
Mateo County Sheriffís SWAT Team and Palo Alto Police 
Department SWAT Team, served two search warrants on in 
the morning on June 16, in East Palo Alto and Palo Alto and 
arrested the pair. Both were booked into Juvenile Hall, Liu 
said. 

Law enforcement officers seized a semi-automatic pistol with 
an extended magazine at one of the youths’ homes. The names 
and photos of the defendants are not being released because 
they are minors, Liu said.

Police were tipped off to the crime on June 13 at 9:04 p.m. 
by the activation of the city’s Shotspotter audio detection 
system on the 1900 block of Manhattan Avenue. Officers 

CRIME BRIEF

See CRIME BRIEF, page 9
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Dear Monica: 
  I want to sell my house and buy a smaller one. How should 
I manage this in a softening market?

Ellen G.

Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com: Office: 650-465-5971, 
COMPASS. WSJ Nationally Ranked. Real Trends Bay Area Top 100 
Agents

Market Changes

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

Dear Ellen: 
There are pressures of many kinds in much of the world right 

now including economic and political ones. These factors are 
affecting most of our activities, and real estate is one of them. 

With the volatility we are seeing in financial markets, the 
best advice is to use common sense. If you are a buyer, buy for 
the long term and if you do this, you should be able to ride out 
market ups and downs. If you are a seller, price it less than you 
would have priced it in March when the market was stronger. 

The strong sellers’ market has changed to one more balanced 
between buyers and sellers. Choose a price that is attractive 
but is also reasonable considering recent sales. If you do these 
things, you should be able to manage well in the current market.

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL OF 
THE TOWN OF WOODSIDE will hold a hybrid public hearing 
that is compliant with Resolution No. 2022-7494, allowing for the 
option to attend by teleconference/video conference or in person 
in Independence Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA, on 
Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 7:00 PM, for:
Final review of the Draft Cycle 6 (2023-2031) Housing Element 
Update, and public comments received, prior to submittal to the 
State Department of Housing and Community Development 
(HCD).
The draft Housing Element is available for public review at Woodside 
Town Hall weekdays from 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM and 1:00 – 5:00 
PM, or online at: https://www.woodsidetown.org/planning/draft-
housing-element-public-comment. For more information, contact 
Jackie Young, Planning Director, at jyoung@woodsidetown.org.
All interested parties are invited to submit written comments to 
townhall@woodsidetown.org and/or to attend in person or virtually 
at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85437892933 and give testimony.

650.364.4030
2323 Broadway • Redwood City • MayersJewelers.net

Free Parking Available in Jerson Street Garage (1-1/2hrs)

Buyers of Gold, Silver & Unwanted Jewelry
• Fine Jewelry, Gemstones & Custom Design Services

Jewelry & Watch Repairs Done on Site

Watch Batteries Only $10!
Valid for in-store service with original coupon only. Expires July 31, 2022.

N E W S

By Cameron Rebosio

T
he Menlo Park City 
Council unanimously 
picked interim City Man-

ager Justin Murphy as the new 
city manager at a closed session 
council meeting on June 17.

Murphy has had a long tenure 
at the city, joining in 1996 as 
an associate planner and later 
serving as development services 
manager, assistant commu-
nity development director and 
public works director. Murphy 
has most recently filled in as 
interim city manager follow-
ing the resignation of former 

City Manager 
Starla Jerome-
R o b i n s o n , 
who quit just 
months before 
her planned 
retirement.

Murphy has 
a bachelor’s 
degree from 
Stanford University in urban 
studies and a Master of Public 
Administration degree from the 
Harvard Kennedy School. He is 
also a Menlo Park resident.

“I am extremely honored that 
the City Council has expressed 
its confidence in me to be the 

next city manager,” Murphy 
said in a statement. “I am com-
mitted to working hand in hand 
with the City Council and our 
dedicated city employees to 
continue delivering excellent 
public services and to making 
Menlo Park an even better place 
for all who live, learn, work and 
visit here.”

The City Council will vote on 
Murphy’s employment contract 
in open session during a regular 
council meeting, according to 
city officials. 

Email Cameron Rebosio at 
crebosio@almanacnews.com.

By Sue Dremann

T
he long-awaited COV-
ID-19 vaccinations for 
children ages 6 months 

to 5 years old became available 
in San Mateo County this week, 
San Mateo County Health lead-
ers said in an announcement 
last week.

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration authorized COVID-19 
vaccines for children on June 
17, and the CDC approved the 
emergency use of the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines the next day.

The county has been prepar-
ing to distribute the vaccines 
for weeks and was ready to roll 
as soon as the CDC cleared 
the way, they said. The shots 
are administered to children 
under age 5 at San Mateo 
Medical Center and at small-
scale clinics, but not at county-
sponsored shot clinics, Dr. 
Anand Chabra, county health 
COVID-19 mass vaccination 
section chief, told the San 
Mateo County Board of Super-
visors on June 14.

The shots are also available 
through local clinics at Palo 
Alto Medical Foundation and 
Stanford.

In Santa Clara County, health 
leaders said during a June 17 
news conference that the shots 
will be available at county-
sponsored clinics and through 
local health care providers and 
pediatricians’ offices.

While the vaccines might ini-
tially roll out slowly, Santa Clara 
County expects to eventually be 
able to provide 1,000 per day, 
Dr. Ahmad Kamal, COVID-19 
director of health care pre-
paredness for the county, said.

The Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna vaccines come in 
lower doses than those given 

to older children and adults, 
Kamal said. Children receive 
a three-shot series of 3-micro-
gram doses of the Pfizer vac-
cine or one-quarter of the adult 
dose of the Moderna vaccine 
in a two-shot series. Both are 
equally safe and effective, he 
said.

There are 100,000 children in 
the county in the 6-month to 
5-year age group, and the health 
leaders urged parents to vacci-
nate their small children. While 
children tend to weather ill-
nesses better than older adults, 
there are still considerable risks 
to not being vaccinated against 
COVID-19, the health leaders 
said.

Nationally, those under age 
5 have had the highest rates of 
hospitalization among children. 
More than 400 in that age group 
have died, including one child 
in Santa Clara County, Dr. Sara 
Cody, county health officer, 
said.

Dr. Sarah Rudman, county 
assistant health officer and 
mother to a 2-year-old child, 
said she was surprised to learn 
that two-thirds of young chil-
dren who contracted COVID-19 
were hospitalized, and up to 
5% of children who have had 
COVID-19 might have long-
term effects.

“I’m so relieved to be able to 
vaccinate my child,” she said.

Getting small children to 
wear a mask or socially distance 
is a difficult task; having the 
added layer of vaccine protec-
tion so that children don’t get 
sick relieves families of the 
burden of extra work. “It’s a 
game-changer,” she said.

For parents who might be 
concerned about the vaccine’s 
safety and whether they should 
immunize their children, 

Rudman said as a doctor and 
a parent, she has reviewed the 
studies for safety and efficacy.

“The vaccines are incred-
ibly safe,” she said, adding that 
researchers ran multiple trials 
for months that involved thou-
sands of children. There also is 
more than a year’s worth of data 
on millions of people in other 
age groups that has proven the 
vaccines to be safe and effective, 
she said.

Rudman said she expected 
there would be minor side 
effects. Children who received 
the vaccinations could be fussy 
and sleepy and might not eat as 
much.

“But we’re not seeing scary 
side effects” that were a con-
cern, she said.

The data shows the level of 
protection in terms of antibod-
ies is similar to what is seen in 
older children and adults.

Wastewater surveillance data, 
which tracks the presence and 
quantity of SARS-CoV-2 virus 
in the county, is showing the 
virus is nearly as rampant as it 
was at the height of the omicron 
surge, Cody said. “That data 
generally tracks well with case 
data,” she said.

The largest of the county’s 
four sewersheds, in San Jose, 
looks as though the levels of 
virus are just starting to come 
down. The other sewersheds 
are “a little bumpy,” but might 
also be starting to edge lower, 
she said.

Countywide for the entire 
population, the vaccination rate 
is at 86%; 70% of people who 
are eligible for boosters have 
received at least one shot, Cody 
said. 

Email Sue Dremann at 
sdremann@paweekly.com.

Justin Murphy picked as 
Menlo Park’s new city manager

Counties prepare for COVD-19 rollout 
for children ages 6 months to 5 years

Justin Murphy
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By Sue Dremann

A 
power failure caused 
by damage to transmis-
sion equipment from the 

Edgewood Fire in San Mateo 
County prompted Stanford Uni-
versity to cancel classes on 
Wednesday, June 22, according 
to the university. 

Stanford sent out an alert on 
Tuesday afternoon, announc-
ing that one of PG&E’s main 
transmission lines feeding the 
campus was reportedly down. 
Efforts were underway to try to 
transfer power to an alternate 
line, according to AlertSU, the 
university’s emergency alert 
system.

The university later 
announced it was canceling 
summer session classes, confer-
ences and day camps. Madera 
Grove, Children’s Center of the 
Stanford Community and Stock 
Farm Road child care facilities 
are also closed due to the con-
tinued outage.

Cellular service also was 
affected in some parts of campus 
and the university distributed 

flashlights to student residenc-
es that are without generator 
power.

Employees who work on the 
main Stanford campus were 
being encouraged to work from 
home. Operations at Stanford 
Redwood City, SLAC National 
Accelerator Laboratory and the 
Stanford Research Park was not 
affected by the outage.

PG&E had not provided an 
estimated time of power restora-
tion, the university said Tuesday 
night.

The fire that caused the power 
failure broke out on Tuesday 
afternoon in an area near Emer-
ald Hills in Woodside and as 
of Tuesday night had spread 
to 25 acres, Cal Fire officials 
said in a press conference. On 

Wednesday morning, Cal Fire 
reduced the acreage count to 20.

Some power was restored to 
cooling equipment for Stan-
ford Hospital and other critical 
infrastructure, the university 
said on Tuesday evening. Health 
care services had not been 
impacted by the outage, accord-
ing to Stanford’s IT department.

On Tuesday, the university set 
up respite locations for food and 
access to power on campus and 
moved portable light stations 
into some student areas to pro-
vide outdoor lighting. Parking 
garages were closed due to dark 
conditions. 

Email Staff Writer Sue 
Dremann at sdremann@

paweekly.com.

By Heather Zimmerman

P
eninsula film lovers will 
soon be able to once 
again catch a classic 

movie and hear the Wurlitzer 
play when the Stanford The-
atre reopens on July 9 after a 
closure of over two years. The 
downtown Palo Alto movie 
palace on Monday announced 
its long-awaited reopening, 
posting a summer 2022 sched-
ule on its Facebook page and 
website.

The Stanford was among 
the first Peninsula businesses 
to temporarily close in March 
2020, just ahead of the shelter-
at-home orders. Theater man-
agement took the opportunity 
of the closure to make behind-
the-scenes safety upgrades, 
which seem to have finished 
up right on schedule, accord-
ing to a message posted in June 
2021 on the theater’s Facebook 
page. The message announced 
improvements to the theater’s 

ventilation, heating and air 
conditioning systems, as well 
as seismic upgrades, with an 
estimated reopening in sum-
mer 2022.

While the Stanford often 
hosts festivals highlighting 
the works of certain actors or 
directors — a series of screen-
ings showcasing the works 
of director and screenwriter 
Akira Kurosawa was cut short 
in March 2020 — the theater 
is welcoming audiences back 
with a diverse schedule packed 
with both favorites and some 
less familiar titles. The theater 
reopens July 9 and 10 with 
the swanky Fred Astaire and 
Ginger Rogers double bill “Top 
Hat” and “The Gay Divorcee,” 
followed by two comedies star-
ring Deanna Durbin, “It Start-
ed With Eve” and “100 Men 
and a Girl” (July 14-15); and 
a Humphrey Bogart twofer, 
with the beloved “Casablanca” 
and the film-noir thriller “In a 
Lonely Place” (July 16-17). 

Other highlights include: 
back-to-back Judy Garland 
musicals with “Meet Me in St. 
Louis” and “The Wizard of 
Oz” (Aug. 6-7); dual skewer-
ings of high-society folks with 
the comedies “The Philadel-
phia Story” and “Dinner at 

Eight” (Aug. 13-14) and two 
Alfred Hitchcock double bills 
ratcheting up the suspense, 
first with “Rear Window” 
and “To Catch a Thief ” (July 
28-29) and “North by North-
west” and “Notorious” (Aug. 
27-28).

The theater’s Wurlitzer 
organ will get a workout when 
it accompanies two days of 
silent comedies: Smalltown 
boy Harold Lloyd runs into big 
city trouble in “Safety Last” 
on Sept. 1 and Buster Keaton’s 
plans go spectacularly off the 
rails in “The General” on Sept. 
2. The pairing of “Roman 
Holiday” and “Bread, Love and 
Dreams (Pane, Amore e Fan-
tasia)” offers a late-summer 
romantic Italian getaway on 
Sept. 3 and 4, and fittingly, the 
summer concludes with the 
director whose celebration was 
interrupted in 2020, as Kuro-
sawa’s “Ran” closes out the 
schedule on Sept. 15 and 16.

The Stanford Theatre’s sum-
mer schedule runs July 9-Sept. 
16. Find the full lineup of 
films at stanfordtheatre.org. 

Email A&E Editor 
Heather Zimmerman at 

hzimmerman@
almanacnews.com.

It’s showtime again at the Stanford Theatre 
Set to reopen on July 9, summer lineup includes Judy Garland musicals, ‘Casablanca’ and silent comedies

Email Marketing Coordinator
Embarcadero Media is looking for an Email Marketing 
Coordinator — a confident copywriter who knows the nuts 
and bolts of Mailchimp and has an interest in helping to grow 
audiences for an independent, community-focused, local 
news organization. 

In addition to email marketing, the Email Marketing 
Coordinator works more broadly with the marketing team 
on various projects, marketing tasks, and daily administrative 
duties that include reporting, live and virtual events, social 
media, and managing marketing calendars to support the 
engagement, and outreach of our award-winning print and 
digital news publications on the Peninsula and in the East Bay. 

For details, visit tinyurl.com/email-mktg.

We’re looking for talented, 
highly motivated and dynamic people

Join our team!

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210
EmbarcaderoMediaGroup.com

N E W S

Adam Pardee

The Stanford Theatre is set to reopen July 9 with a double bill of Fred 
and Ginger movies. 

Stanford cancels classes due to power outage
Edgewood Fire in San Mateo County said to be the cause

health department said.
Burgess Pediatrics in Menlo 

Park starting giving children 
shots on Tuesday, and recom-
mended Moderna over Pfizer 
because the Moderna vaccine 
“has more solid evidence for 
efficacy and achieves full pro-
tection more quickly, with two 
doses.” The Pfizer vaccine is 
three doses.

Parents concerned about 
side effects and who can wait 
three to four months for full 

protection can opt for Pfizer 
for their kids, as it has a “much 
lower rate of side effects, espe-
cially fever,” clinic officials 
wrote.

Investigators in Stanford Uni-
versity’s Pfizer pediatric vac-
cine study emailed participants 
after the authorization on June 
18: “We want to express our 
sincere gratitude for your part-
nership over the past months as 
we worked together to develop 
a COVID-19 vaccine for young 
children. Thanks to you, mil-
lions of older children across 
the globe have already been 

vaccinated with our COVID-19 
vaccine, and now we are able to 
offer a vaccine for the youngest 
children.”

You can sign your child up 
for a vaccine through your 
children’s primary care doctor 
to schedule an appointment. 
Other options include Wal-
greens (for ages 3 and up) and 
CVS (for 18 months and older). 
Information is also available on 
myturn.ca.gov. 

Email Staff Writer Angela 
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

VACCINE GUIDE
continued from page 5

650.245.1845

LEHUA GREENMANLEHUA GREENMAN

“There is 
no need 

to have it all, 
just make the 
best of what 
you have.”
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AN IMPORTANT NOTICE REQUIRED BY CALIFORNIA 

DIVISION OF DRINKING WATER

Este aviso contiene información muy importante sobre su agua potable, 
por favor lea el aviso en español si va aquí incluido. Si el aviso en español 
no va incluido aquí, contacte al sistema de agua para pedir una copia
The O’Connor Tract Co-Operative Water Company has levels of manganese above 
the secondary drinking water standard.

Although this is not an emergency, as our customers, you have a right to know what 
happened, what you should do, and what we are doing to correct this situation. Our 
water system is in violation of a secondary drinking water standard. Violation of a 
secondary standard does not pose an immediate threat to health.

We routinely monitor for the presence of drinking water contaminants. Average 
results for water samples for the last four quarters have manganese levels of 56 ppb in 
well #1 and 143 ppb in well #2 (ppb=parts per billion). This is above the secondary 
drinking water standard, or secondary maximum contaminant level of 50 ppb.

Manganese concentrations above the standard may have an effect on taste and tend to 
leave black deposits in some plumbing systems.

What should I do?

• You do not need to use an alternative water supply (e.g., bottled water). There is  
 no health risk.

• If you have other health issues concerning the consumption of this water, you may  
 wish to consult your doctor.

What happened? What is being done?

O’Connor Water has been above the secondary standard for manganese for many 
years, and this has been described to members in the annual Report on Water 
Quality Measurements. Recent state regulations have imposed stricter requirements 
for complying with the secondary standard for manganese. The state has issued 
the company a citation for noncompliance. The state ordered the company to start 
quarterly monitoring in February 2012, and this monitoring is still ongoing at both 
wells. The state also required that manganese monitoring be continued quarterly and 
that the results of these tests be reported to all water consumers.

The Company is working with State agencies and the City of Menlo Park to complete 
the planning of a manganese treatment facility that will then be installed and 
operational on the Company’s property.

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially 
those who may not have received this public notice directly (for example, people in 
apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses). You can do this by posting this 
public notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.

For further information contact:
Secretary-Treasurer Telephone 650-321-2723 Email: oconnorwater@gmail.com
O’Connor Tract Co-Operative Water Co., System 4110019
P.O. Box 1375, Palo Alto, California 94302-1375

N E W S

By Heather Zimmerman

A
fter two years of going 
virtual, the Windrider 
Bay Area Film Forum is 

making a return to in-person 
screenings with two films that 
seem a perfect fit for the fes-
tival’s uplifting theme, “Lens 
of Hope.”

Windrider Bay Area marks 
its 13th year with screenings 
and filmmaker conversations 
June 23 and 24 at the Menlo-
Atherton Performing Arts 
Center.

The event kicks off on June 
23 with “Come From Away,” 
a film adaptation of a Broad-
way musical inspired by the 
true story of how the resi-
dents of Gander, a tiny town 
in Newfoundland, Canada, 

welcomed, fed and housed 
about 7,000 travelers who were 
stranded by the grounding of 
air travel in the immediate 
aftermath of 9/11. The screen-
ing will be followed by a Q&A 
with Christopher Ashley, who 
directed both the film and 
stage musical.

The following night’s film, 
“Mission: Joy: Finding Hap-
piness in Troubled Times,” 
explores the strong friend-
ship that religious leaders 
the Dalai Lama and Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu main-
tained until Tutu’s death in 
December 2021. “Mission: Joy” 
was filmed over five days 
at the Dalai Lama’s resi-
dence in Dharamsala, India, 
and features personal stories 
and memories from the two 

leaders, and looks at how they 
found ways to create joy amid 
turbulent times. The film also 
delves into the neuroscience 
behind the practice of trying 
to live with more joy, even in 
tough times.

A conversation and Q&A 
follows the screening with the 
film’s co-director and pro-
ducer Peggy Callahan, Doug 
Abrams, who is featured in 
the film, and Dr. Elissa Epel, 
vice chair of psychiatry at the 
University of California, San 
Francisco.

The forum also offers a vir-
tual screening of “Mission: 
Joy.”

The Windrider Bay Area 
Film Forum takes place June 
23-24, 7 p.m. at the Menlo-
Atherton Performing Arts 

Center, 555 Middlefield Road, 
Atherton. In-person tickets 
are $16.79 and virtual tickets 
for “Mission: Joy” are $16.25. 
For more information, visit 

windriderbayarea.org. 

Email A&E Editor Heather 
Zimmerman at hzimmerman@

almanacnews.com

Windrider Bay Area Film Forum is back 
in person for its 13th year

Courtesy Windrider Bay Area Film Forum

Windrider Bay Area Film Forum will screen “Come From Away,” based 
on a true story of how a tiny Newfoundland town sheltered 7,000 
travelers stranded in the aftermath of 9/11. 

located a 15-year-old victim 
near the alley between Man-
hattan and Euclid Avenue suf-
fering from gunshot wounds. 
Officers applied first aid before 

paramedics transported him 
to the hospital. He died of his 
injuries. 

The suspects are the two 
males who had been seen run-
ning toward Woodland Avenue 
after the shooting.

“The presence of privately 

owned surveillance cameras and 
the availability of the footage 
made the arrests of the suspects 
and the seizure of the firearm in 
this case possible,” Liu said.

“What is especially troubling 
is that these suspects showed no 
remorse after being taken into 

custody. It’s especially trou-
bling considering their young 
ages and their total disregard 
for life,” Liu said by phone.

Police are still actively seek-
ing witnesses who might know 
about or have witnessed the 
shooting or the events before 

and after the homicide. Anyone 
with information is asked to call 
acting Cmdr. Angel Sanchez at 
650-853-3154. Anonymous tips 
can also be emailed to epa@
tipnow.org or texted or left via 
voicemail at 650-409-6792.

—Sue Dremann

CRIME BRIEF
continued from page 6
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compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and 

and square footage are approximate.

1 3 67  CA ÑA DA  ROA D,  WO OD S I DE 

Erika Demma

1 3 6 9  CA ÑA DA  ROA D,  WO OD S I DE 

Erika Demma 

1 5 1  E R ICA  WAY,  P ORTOLA  VA LLE Y 

Carol Carnevale, Nicole Aron, James Steele 

67  L O C K E  C OU RT,  S ONOM A

Peter Colbert and Mark Altes

17 2 8  EM E RS ON  ST R E E T,  PA L O  A LTO 

Carol Carnevale, Nicole Aron, James Steele 

3 5 4 9  J U LI E  C OU RT,  PA L O  A LTO 

Carol Carnevale, Nicole Aron, James Steele 



June 24, 2022 AlmanacNews.com TheAlmanac 11

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and 

and square footage are approximate.

14 3 0 9  STA N FOR D  C OU RT,  L O S  A LTO S  H I LL S 

Carol Carnevale, Nicole Aron, James Steele 

5 1 5  R HODE S  DR I V E ,  PA L O  A LTO

Jean-Luc Laminette

6 19  PA RT R I D GE  ST R E E T,  M EN L O  PA R K

S
O
L
D

Kathleen Wilson

1 3 9  W I N D S OR  DR I V E ,  SA N  CA R L O S

Supriya Gavande

1 0 0  F I RST  ST R E E T  # 2 18 ,  L O S  A LTO S

Susan Sims

19 6 0  SA N TA  C RUZ  AV E ,  M EN L O  PA R K

Dana Carmel
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Bay and Blue Ridge. 
Incarcerated firefighters from 

the Ben Lomond Conservation 
Camp, including 23 inmates 
and three fire captains, were 
also battling the blaze. Ben 
Lomond is one of more than 35 
“fire camps” statewide that pro-
vide on-the-ground support to 
emergency responders. Inmate 
firefighters earn $2.90 to $5.12 
per day on regular assignments 
and $1 per hour on emergency 
assignments, according to their 
website.

Though officials could not 
comment on the nature of the 
firefighters’ injuries, Juliette 
said they were working right up 
next to the fire, battling hot tem-
peratures, steep hills, and heavy 
gear and equipment.

Tuesday fire forces 
evacuations

For Emerald Hills residents, 
Tuesday took a dramatic turn 
when a heat wave became a full-
on fire evacuation. Two fires 
broke around 2:30 p.m., prompt-
ing evacuation orders for areas 
of Emerald Hills and Woodside. 

Among those forced to leave 
were Jacqui Bellini-Murray, who 
just last year moved from San 
Carlos to Emerald Hills with her 
husband and teenage son. Belli-
ni-Murray, who works remotely 
for a biotech company, was on a 
Zoom call around 3 p.m. Tues-
day afternoon when the power 
suddenly shut off.

“We just thought, ‘Oh, it’s 
really hot, no big deal,’” she said. 
“And then maybe 15 minutes 
later, my husband ... was sitting 
in the backyard, and he’s like, 

‘There’s smoke. It looks like 
maybe there’s a fire.’”

They watched as smoke 
plumed and planes swooped 
down, dumping water and fire 
retardant over the mountains. 
Not 45 minutes later, an official 
from the San Mateo County 
Sheriff ’s Office knocked on 
their door and ordered them to 
evacuate. 

“We probably were out of 
there within 10 minutes,” she 
said.

Like many others from the 
Emerald Hills neighborhood, 
Bellini-Murray and her family 
had found themselves staying 
in a hotel mere minutes away on 
the other side of Redwood City.

“We’re in a hotel and just kind 
of camping,” she said, laughing 
in disbelief. “Just a little bit ago, 
I ordered DoorDash, and the 
front desk is just slammed ... It’s 
all evacuees, which sounds so 
weird, right?”

As of 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, the 
six-alarm Edgewood Fire, which 
was in a canyon, had spread 
to 25 acres in a corner of land 
between Woodside, Redwood 
City and Edgewood County 
Park. The fire was moving in 
a north to northwest direction 
toward Cañada Road and areas 
in south Woodside and toward 
the town. Air tankers were drop-
ping both water and significant 
amounts of fire retardant, and 
would continue until it fell dark, 

according to Chief Rob Lindner 
of the Woodside Fire Protection 
District. Officials said they were 
aggressively attacking the blaze.

Abigail Keyes, who currently 
resides in Washington state, was 
spending the weekend with her 
parents at their home in Emer-
ald Hills. The family stepped 
out Tuesday early afternoon 
to mail a package at Woodside 
Plaza, but when they arrived, the 
UPS store was without power 
and redirected them elsewhere. 
That, plus the rising smoke in 
the distance, tipped them off.

“We came back to an evacu-
ation warning,” Keyes said. 
She called her partner at home, 

and while they were on the 
phone, the warning became 
an order. Soon after, Redwood 
City Police officers and county 
Sheriff ’s Deputies were going 
door-to-door.

Interstate Highway 280 
remained open but experienced 
significant smoke during the 
blaze. 

The cause of the fire was 
still under investigation, PG&E 
spokesperson Karly Hernandez 
said in an email Tuesday. The 
PG&E substation on Cañada 
Road was under threat from the 
fire and crews were stationed 
at the site, officials at the press 
conference said. The fire has 
caused significant blackouts 
including parts of Stanford Uni-
versity, Redwood City, Wood-
side and San Carlos.

Almanac reporter Cameron 
Rebosio, who was in the Emer-
ald Hills area, said she heard a 
loud explosion around 2:30 p.m. 
followed by a power outage. A 
large cloud of smoke rose over 

Edgewood Park, and almost 
immediately, neighborhood res-
idents were running down the 
street screaming to neighbors to 
call 911 to report a fire.

Within minutes, 911 dispatch-
ers were answering the phone by 
asking if callers were requesting 
help with the Edgewood Fire. 
Several residents began leaving 
their homes when large flames 
were visible near the intersec-
tion of Hillcrest Way and Sunset 
Way, but many stayed behind for 
several hours to collect personal 
items and wait for updates from 
firefighters.

A smaller fire of several acres, 
the Colton Fire, located at 
Colton Court to the south, was 
contained shortly before 4 p.m. 
on Tuesday. 

Email staff writers Leah 
Worthington, Angela 

Swartz and Sue Dremann at 
lworthington@rwcpulse.com, 
aswartz@almanacnews.com 

and sdremann@paweekly.com.  

FIRE
continued from page 1

Courtesy Chris Golden

A CalFire aircraft flies past smoke from the Edgewood and Colton fires in Emerald Hills on June 21.  

Courtesy Johanna Rasmussen

Redwood City resident Johanna Rasmussen took this photo of the Edgewood fire on June 21. 

Magali Gauthier

Chief Rob Lindner of the Woodside Fire Protection District speaks to the 
media at a press conference at Station 19 in Redwood City on June 21.

Neighborhood residents 
were running down 

the street screaming to 
neighbors to call 911 to 

report a fire.
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By Gennady Sheyner

T
here was a time, not too 
long ago, when gunshots 
and the drone of court 

hearings played like a soundtrack 
to Prince Wilson’s life.

In 2011, his son Adam died 
after a shooting in an Oakland 
bar. Two years ago, his other son 
was shot in the leg. When the 
son’s friend helped him to the car 
and the two drove away, a gun-
man shot and killed the friend 
at 98th Street and MacArthur 
Boulevard, Wilson said.

The personal tragedies and 
Oakland’s climate of violence 
took their toll on Wilson, 65, 
and his family. He and his wife 
divorced after Adam’s murder 
but got back together two years 
later. They split again after the 
more recent shooting. 

A U.S. Army veteran who was 
born and raised in Oakland, Wil-
son needed to get away, but his 
options were limited. He moved 
to Modesto and found shelter in a 
complex for individuals with dis-
abilities, where he spent six years 
before the place was shut down 
because of building code viola-
tions, he said in an interview. 
He crashed on couches, lived in 
his car and moved in with his 
brother for a month before find-
ing shelter in San Jose through 
the nonprofit LifeMoves in early 
2021. That helped, but it was, at 
best, a temporary solution.

His housing instability was 
compounded by health issues. 
Wilson, a custodian with the 
Oakland Unified School District, 
retired in 2006 after suffering a 
stroke that weakened the left side 
of his body. More recently, he had 
two throat surgeries and a heart 
surgery to replace five valves, he 
said.

But things turned around last 
May, when Wilson became one of 
the first tenants at Arroyo Green, 
a newly constructed 117-apart-
ment complex in downtown 
Redwood City. Developed by 
the nonprofit MidPen Housing, 
Arroyo Green is part of a residen-
tial boom that has brought more 
than 4,000 new residential units 
to Redwood City since 2015. 

Now Wilson, in addition to 
going to occupational therapy, 
physical therapy and volunteer-
ing at VA Palo Alto Healthcare 
Systems, has another routine: 
visiting the building’s game 
room in the evening, putting on 
some Al Green and working on 
his pool shot. “I like to see if I still 
got it,” Wilson recently told this 
news organization.

Arroyo Green welcomed its 
first residents in March 2021. 

When Wilson arrived two 
months later the hallways were 
mostly empty, the common areas 
were quiet and the parking 
garages full of vacant spaces, 
he said. Gradually, more people 
moved in and the place became 
more vibrant  as common spaces 
that were restricted during the 
pandemic began to open up to 
the tenants. 

He recalled an incident last 
month when he was taking out 
the garbage in his electric mobil-
ity scooter and a woman in her 
80s came up to him, grabbed his 
hand and asked him if she could 
help him — a gesture that sur-
prised and delighted him. On the 
weekends, he sometimes rides 
his electric scooter downtown 
to shop or check out the outdoor 
bands.

“There’s a lot of stuff for fami-
lies and kids to do,” Wilson said 
in late April. “It’s different from 
going to sleep with gunshots in 
Oakland to coming here where 
it’s so quiet that I can’t sleep.”

Mary Romanola, who moved 
into Arroyo Green in June 2021, 
also credits the new develop-
ment with saving her from 
a precarious situation. Shortly 
after retiring from her job as an 
adjudicator for unemployment, 
Romanola, 66, found herself 
unable to afford rent. She and her 
daughter initially moved in with 
her mother. When her mother 
had to be placed into a retirement 
home, Romanola moved in with 
her ex-husband. The situation, 
she said, was a “nightmare.” Dur-
ing the turbulent period, which 
was marked by visits from social 
workers and nurses, Romanola 
learned that she qualified for an 
apartment in Redwood City.

“I cried when I walked in here,” 
Romanola said in an interview 
in her apartment. “My girlfriend 
was with me and I said, ‘Finally!’”

Last month, Wilson joined 
dozens of housing advocates, 
MidPen Housing leaders and 
Redwood City officials for the 
delayed grand opening of Arroyo 
Green. Recalling his personal 
experiences, he said the move to 
Arroyo Green changed life for 
the better. He said he lives by 
the adage, “Walk by faith, not 
by sight.”

“I walked by faith to my new 
apartment,” Wilson said.

The rise of the precise plan
Faith may have brought Wilson 

to Arroyo Green, but it took a 
lot of planning to bring Arroyo 
Green to Redwood City. 

And no city planning tool 
has been as instrumental in the 

creation of this project and the 
many other residential develop-
ments that have recently opened 
up in downtown Redwood City 
than its Downtown Precise Plan, 
a document that the City Council 
approved in 2011 and that over 
the past decade helped turn the 
city into a regional leader when 
it comes to housing production. 

Mayor Giselle Hale told the 
assembled crowd during the May 
25 event at Arroyo Green that 
the city currently has 1,200 new 
affordable units in 22 develop-
ments that are either under con-
struction, approved or proposed. 
She also noted that within a block 
of Arroyo Green there are 900 
new and proposed housing units, 
which include senior housing, 
apartments for extremely low 
income individuals, market-rate 
housing and workforce housing.

“Arroyo Green is a true exam-
ple of collaboration, innovation 
and long-range planning in gov-
ernment,” Hale said.

Redwood City is one of many 
cities on the Peninsula and 
around the Bay Area that are 
relying on precise plans — or 
their slightly more prescrip-
tive cousins, specific plans — 
to transform their downtowns. 
Such plans promote a desired 
vision for a particular area of the 
city by creating a specific set of 
zoning rules and development 
standards. Any projects tailored 
to meet these standards gets on 
the fast track toward approval.  

In 2012, a year after the Red-
wood City council approved its 
vision document, Menlo Park 
passed its own downtown spe-
cific plan, which focuses on El 
Camino Real and Santa Cruz 
Avenue. Some of the biggest 
and most ambitious projects 
in the city’s development pipe-
line, including Stanford Uni-
versity’s Middle Plaza at 500 El 
Camino Real and the Springline 

development at 1300 El Camino 
Real, were either sparked by the 
downtown plan or reshaped 
because of it. 

“We’re starting to finally expe-
rience the renaissance that peo-
ple have wanted in our down-
town,” Menlo Park City Council 
member Ray Mueller said during 
a recent interview about the 2012 
downtown specific plan.

The city of Mountain View 
has embraced specific plans with 
particular gusto. It approved its 
downtown plan in 1988, and city 
officials credit it with transform-
ing Castro Street into the vibrant 
pedestrian-friendly destination 
it is today. These days, Mountain 
View staff are revising the plan 
to enhance historic preservation, 
refine design rules for new devel-
opments and ban administrative 
offices such as tech headquarters 
from taking up ground-floor 
retail space along a portion of 
Castro, a change designed to 
attract more retail and, in the 
parlance of city planners, “acti-
vate” the street. 

After that, the City Council 
plans to take a broader look at 
the downtown plan and con-
sider more significant revisions, 
including potentially ways to 
encourage the construction of 
housing, Mayor Lucas Ramirez 
told this news organization.

Palo Alto, which has been far 
more cautious than its neigh-
bors when it comes to growth, 
is an outlier by not having a 
long-range plan specific to its 
downtown area. While its land-
use bible, the Comprehensive 
Plan, calls on the city to “evaluate 
developing a specific or precise 
plan for the downtown, Califor-
nia Avenue, and El Camino Real 
areas,” the City Council has been 
in no rush to put that program 
into effect. 

The city is, however, now 
considering moving ahead with 

a more constrained version of a 
downtown specific plan, which 
would focus almost exclusively 
on housing. The city just received 
an $800,000 grant from the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Com-
mission to move ahead with the 
planning effort, which city staff 
estimates will take about three 
years to complete.

Area plans — whether precise 
or specific — are far from new. 
The planning tool was developed 
in the late 1970s, when California 
was growing and state officials 
were looking for ways to con-
struct more housing, discourage 
sprawl and enhance public ame-
nities such as transit and retail in 
city centers. 

In 1978, the state released 
a document titled “An Urban 
Strategy for California” that 
established new policies for spe-
cific plans, including exempt-
ing developments that meet the 

Redefining downtowns
Peninsula cities bank on a 1970s planning tool 

to bring in new housing

Magali Gauthier

Arroyo Green, which celebrated its grand opening last month, is part of a wave of Redwood City projects 
that have been completed under the city’s Downtown Precise Plan. The development features 117 
apartments for seniors earning up to 50% of the area median income.

Gennady Sheyner

Prince Wilson, a resident 
of Arroyo Green, shows a 
certificate of appreciation that 
he received from the Alameda 
District Attorney’s Office. 
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standards of these plans from the 
stringent review requirements of 
the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA). The CEQA 
exemption, the document states, 
“will speed construction and 
thereby help reduce housing 
costs.” 

The tool took on new powers in 
1984, when California adopted a 
law specifying that any residen-
tial project or zone change that is 
undertaken to implement — and 
is consistent with — a specific 
plan for which an environmental 
impact report has been certified 
is exempt from the provisions 
of Division 13, which governs 
environmental reviews. In effect, 
it helped speed up the approval 
process for developments com-
patible with city plans.

The mission outlined in 1978 
remains as urgent today, as 
California wrestles with a gap-
ing housing shortage and local 
municipalities find themselves 
facing state mandates that require 
them to boost their residential 
development or risk losing land-
use powers. For many cities, 
precise plans are a key to meeting 
the housing targets spelled out 
by the Regional Housing Needs 
Allocation (RHNA). 

That, in itself, represents a 
shift. Aaron Aknin, who worked 
as planning director in Palo Alto 
and Redwood City and who is 
now principal and co-owner of 
the land-use consulting firm 
Good City Company, said that 
a decade ago, when Redwood 
City was adopting its plan, its 
big focus was to revitalize the 
downtown. City leaders were 
open to allowing commercial 
and mixed-used development 
in the early phase of the plan so 
that this growth could support 
housing in the plan’s later phase. 

Here and elsewhere, down-
town specific plans serve as tools 
to generate more residential 
construction.

“It’s structured that way 
because of RHNA allocations. ... 
You need places to put your (resi-
dential) units, and downtown 
seems like a pretty logical place,” 
Aknin said.

When it comes to Arroyo 
Green, the city’s downtown spe-
cific plan accomplished exactly 
what the state’s 1978 document 
had envisioned. Andrew Bielak, 
associate director of housing 
development at MidPen Hous-
ing, said the organization was 
able to go through Redwood 
City’s formal entitlement process 
in just six months, including 
approvals by the city’s Planning 
Commission and Architectural 
Advisory Committee. It broke 
ground on construction in 2019, 
and tenants began to move into 
the complex in March 2021.

The existence of the specific 
plan made the city-owned site 
at 707 Bradford St. appealing 
for MidPen Housing because 

it made the planning process 
predictable, Bielak said. MidPen 
Housing knew exactly what type 
of building category it would fit 
into under the plan and which 
guidelines it would have to follow 
to get the city’s approval, he said.

“We knew the city was com-
mitted to ensuring that this had 
a planning process that could be 
streamlined, that would allow 
us to proceed on a timeline that 
would make it happen quite 
quickly in the affordable hous-
ing world — relatively quickly in 
any development world,” Bielak 
said. “It was definitely a fast pro-
cess, and the Downtown Precise 
Plan definitely was significant 
in that.”

Redwood City: A residential 
boom

As far as downtown specific 
plans go, Redwood City’s is 
particularly broad and ambi-
tious, touching on everything 
from housing production and 
historical preservation to trans-
portation improvements and 
economic vitality. 

Its main goal, according to the 
plan, is to “restore Downtown as 
the indispensable hub of the City 
where a mix of diverse services, 
conveniences, experiences and 
lifestyle choices are provided in 
a way that preserves Downtown’s 
rich supply of historic resources, 
while remaining appropriate to 
the social and economic condi-
tions of life in the 21st Century.

“The community intends to 
create a visually appealing and 
memorable urban district that 
is the primary iconic image that 
stands for Redwood City,” the 
plan states.

Arroyo Green is one of eight 
Redwood City projects that have 
already been completed under 
the Downtown Precise Plan, 
which caps new development in 
the downtown area at 2,500 resi-
dential units, 574,667 square feet 
of commercial space and 100,000 
square feet of retail. Three more 
projects are under construction, 
according to the city, while nine 
others have been proposed and 
are awaiting approval. 

The projects vary in size and 
type. The biggest builder in 
the downtown area is Greystar 
Development, which received the 
go-ahead to construct two eight-
story residential developments at 
1305 El Camino Real and 1409 El 
Camino Real that between them 
include 487 apartments. The 
company also received the green 
light for a seven-story residential 
development with 175 housing 
units at 103 Wilson St., a project 
that involved merging seven par-
cels into one lot.

Other completed projects in 
the Downtown Precise Plan area 
include a five-story office-and-
retail building at 815 Hamilton 
Ave. at the rear of Fox Theatre; 

an eight-story office building at 
601 Marshall St. and a four-story 
development with two stories of 
retail and two of office space at 
2075 Broadway.

While the downtown boom in 
Redwood City unfurled relatively 
quickly, the plan that made it 
possible was several decades in 
the making. City leaders planted 
the seeds for the downtown plan 
in 1998, when they created a task 
force composed of residents, 
businesses and property owners 
charged with developing a new 
vision for what was then a sleepy 
downtown with few options 
for food or entertainment. City 
Council member Jeff Gee, who 
served on the city’s architecture 
review committee back then 
and who became involved in the 
effort, said there weren’t many 
reasons for people to stop in 
downtown Redwood City. Most 
people just drove through it.

“The group wanted Redwood 
City to be the Peninsula hub 
for entertainment: They wanted 
vitality and a vibrant downtown, 
and the City Council embraced 
it,” Gee said in an interview.

The downtown plan that the 
council adopted in 2007 clearly 
reflected Redwood City’s urban 
ambitions. One of its strategies 
is to provide “vitality, amenities 
and a range of entertainment, 
shopping and cultural offerings 
that suburban residents are used 
to finding in San Francisco or 
San Jose.” 

Another strategy calls for pro-
moting dense housing options, 
enhanced public transit service 
and station amenities, a wide 
range of entertainment, cul-
tural, retail and restaurant offer-
ings, and a strong employment 
district.

Not everyone was thrilled 
about this vision. The council’s 
initial attempt to advance the 
plan was halted in 2007, when 
local attorney Joe Carcione sued 
the city, arguing that the down-
town plan had failed to adequate-
ly consider the impact of the new 
large buildings’ shadows. 

It took more than three years 
for the city to resolve the litiga-
tion, complete the necessary 

studies and formally adopt the 
plan. That’s when construction 
really took off, Gee said.

“When the litigation was 
resolved, there was a lot of pent-
up demand. Everything hap-
pened at the same time. A lot 
of projects came forward at the 
same time. A lot of construction 
happened at the same time.

“The result of the completion 
of that work is that there’s an 
energy and vitality in downtown 
now,” Gee said.

Menlo Park: A taste of  
big-city life

While residents at Arroyo 
Green have already settled in, 
the Springline development in 
downtown Menlo Park is weeks 
away from offering its first leases.

Located at 1300 El Camino, 
the mixed-use project includes 
183 apartments, about 200,000 
square feet of office space and an 
assortment of bars and restau-
rants that the developer, Presidio 
Bay Ventures, plans to open later 
this year. 

Initially known as Station 
1300, the project was pitched 
by Greenheart Development 
Co. and approved in 2017. In 
early 2020, Presidio Bay Ven-
tures took over the project from 
Greenheart. 

Recognizing the changing 
nature of workplace culture due 
to the pandemic, Presidio Bay 
has restructured the project for 
the new era, incorporating more 
flexible and outdoor work spaces, 
enhancing HVAC systems to 
improve indoor air quality and 
conducting a “top to bottom” 
revision of the floor plans and 
architectural elements to allow 
multi-tenanting in the two com-
mercial buildings, said K. Cyrus 
Sanandaji, managing director of 
Presidio Bay Ventures. 

Last November, Presidio Bay 
announced that the first com-
mercial tenants would be Cano-
py, a workspace company with a 
location in San Francisco, and a 
private equity firm called Sym-
phony Technology Group. Since 
then, it has announced other 
tenants including Genesys, a 

software company, the law firm 
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton 
LLP, and the venture capital firm 
Menlo Ventures.

The push for more commercial 
development is not without risk 
at a time when working from 
home has become the norm for 
office workers. According to 
WFH Research, a collaboration 
that includes Professor Nicholas 
Bloom of Stanford University, 
even the increasingly popular 
“hybrid” model of work, in 
which employees come to the 
office a few days per week, looks 
nothing like companies’ pre-
pandemic workplace norms. 

WFH Research has been regu-
larly surveying workers on their 
plans to return to the office, 
and the April survey, which was 
released last month, showed the 
number of work-at-home days at 
2.3 per week — still almost half 
of the time. 

In San Francisco, the trend has 
jolted the downtown area, where 
office attendance was at just 
26.4% in late May, according to 
a June 12 story in the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, which cited an 
analysis from Kastle Systems, a 
security company that monitors 
access card swipes.

Suburbs, however, have been 
largely spared the pain. Though 
Santa Cruz Avenue has 11 vacan-
cies according to Menlo Park’s 
recent downtown economic 
study, Presidio Bay is bullish on 
downtown Menlo Park and its 
new commercial venture. In talk-
ing to prospective tenants during 
the pandemic, the company rec-
ognized that a hybrid workplace 
is the solution that many com-
panies are looking for, Sanandaji 
told this news organization. 

Springline’s two three-story 
commercial buildings feature 
flexible spaces that various ten-
ants can use for events, meetings 
and overflow areas. The flexibil-
ity made it easier for companies 
to commit to leases even without 
having a clear idea of how much 
space they’ll need for their office 
employees.

“What we underestimated was 
the resiliency of the suburban 
markets and the choice that a lot 
of occupiers have made to opti-
mize for commute and lifestyle 
as a result of the pandemic,” 
Sanandaji said.

Springline is among the most 
ambitious new projects in the 
area covered by Menlo Park’s 
downtown plan, which runs 
along El Camino from the city’s 
northern boundary to Watkins 
Avenue and which includes a 
vibrant stretch of Santa Cruz 
Avenue between University 
Drive and the Caltrain corridor. 
Compared to Redwood City, 
which swung for the fences with 
its downtown plan, Menlo Park 
has taken a relatively moderate 

See DOWNTOWNS, page 20

Magali Gauthier

Redwood City Mayor Giselle Hale tells people at the May 25 grand 
opening of Arroyo Green that the city has exceeded the state’s 
mandate for housing.
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approach that emphasizes 
retention of the city’s “village 
character.” 

While vitality is a theme, there 
is little talk in El Camino Real 
and Downtown Specific Plan 
of rivaling San Jose and San 
Francisco and little appetite for 
approving eight-story buildings. 
The focus is instead to develop 
vacant lots, revitalize underuti-
lized parcels, improve pedestrian 
amenities on Santa Cruz Avenue, 
provide plaza and park spaces, 
expand shopping and dining 
opportunities and improve east-
west connectivity.

“The plan area offers ample 
opportunities and constraints 
for improvements, particularly 
as they relate to the community’s 
desires for enhanced pedestrian 
amenities and public spaces, 
a revitalized El Camino Real, 
an active, vibrant downtown 
and improved pedestrian and 
bicycle connections,” states the 
plan, which grew out of a series 
of community meetings in 2009 
and which the council approved 
in 2012.

The downtown plan estab-
lished a cap of 474,000 square feet 
of new non-residential develop-
ment and 680 residential units, 
and the city is now close to those 
goals. According to the city’s 
summary of Downtown Specific 
Plan projects, Menlo Park had 
approved 411,841 of new non-
residential development, 87% 
of the limit, and 526 residential 
units as of this month. The city 
has also seen 518 new residen-
tial units, either proposed or 
approved, within 17 projects in 
the downtown plan area since the 
document’s adoption, according 
to the city.

Menlo Park may not have been 
looking to emulate big cities 
when it adopted its new down-
town plan, but big-city living has 
found Menlo Park. The roster 
of tenants at the new Springline 
development will include Burma 
Love, Che Fico and Andytown 
Coffee Roasters, all of which have 
their flagship locations in San 
Francisco; Barebottle Brew Co., 
a brewery with taprooms in San 
Francisco and Santa Clara; and 
Robin, a high-end Japanese res-
taurant in San Francisco whose 
dishes range from $99 to $199.

Canteen, a wine bar and cafe 
being launched Greg Kuzia Car-
mel, owner of the popular down-
town restaurant Camper, will 
also set up shop at Springline. 
And its most recent tenant is 
Mirame, a high-end Mexican 
restaurant that has a location in 
Beverly Hills. 

“What we were able to do was 
marry the best of both worlds — 
give more folks in suburban mar-
kets the urban experience in the 
form of amenity and hospitality 

standpoint,” Sanandaji said.
Whether or not the Springline 

project is consistent with the 
plans goal to retain Menlo Park’s 
“village character,” it solves a 
problem that has been befud-
dling leaders for the past 17 years: 
what to do with the empty lot in 
a prime location that has been 
vacant since its former occupant, 
a Cadillac dealership, departed in 
2005. This lot, and other vacant 
parcels around the town, have 
long been seen as an impediment 
to the vitality of the local econo-
my and a contributor to the city’s 
derisive moniker, Menlo Dark.

“One thing I consistently heard 
when I first got involved in gov-
ernment was that people were 
just so embarrassed by those 
lots,” said Mueller, who reviewed 
the downtown plan as a member 
of the Transportation Commis-
sion before he joined the council 
in 2012. “We had these open car 
lots that were just an embar-
rassment to people when they’d 
come and visit. They think you 
live in a beautiful place, but 
there’s these lots that look like 
just condemned empty buildings 
in the middle of the city.”

Prior efforts to develop in the 
area have encountered intense 
community pushback. In 2006, 
a group of residents rallied to 
oppose an approved develop-
ment with 135 condominiums 
and 22,525 commercial space at 
a 3.5-acre site adjacent to 1300 El 
Camino Real, which critics said 
would bring too much traffic 
and overwhelm the school sys-
tem. (An advertisement from the 
group fighting the development 
characterized it as “Manhattani-
zation of Menlo Park.”) 

The referendum petition 
opposing what was known as 
the Derry project prompted the 
council to return to negotia-
tions with the developer, O’Brien 
Group. The project ultimately 
fizzled.

The acrimony over the Derry 
project and general opposition 
from residents to “spot zoning” 
for downtown parcels pushed 

the city to launch the downtown 
plan. With the city caught in 
a recession, a key goal at the 
time was to ensure that the 
economics worked out for both 
the downtown area and for the 
city at large, Mueller said. This 
meant attracting new hotels and 
Class 1A office buildings that 
would provide the tax and other 
revenues necessary to pay for 
the costs to local schools of new 
housing, which would bring new 
students. 

Mueller said he believes the 
Springline project checks all 
these boxes. And unlike the prior 
proposals for the site, it went 
through the approval process 
with little pushback.

“It’s big, but it is just a beauti-
ful project,” Mueller said. “It has 
all the restaurants and amenities 
that people wanted. It has big 
open spaces; it has a dog park. ... 
It’s a project that people in town 
are going to be proud of.”

The downtown plan, he said, 
was absolutely crucial to the suc-
cess of Springline and other recent 
projects. These include Middle 
Plaza, a mixed-use development 
with 215 apartments, 142,800 
square feet of office space and 
10,000 square feet of retail, and the 
Park James Hotel, which opened 
in 2018 at 1400 El Camino.

“The one thing I learned on 
the council in 10 years is that, if 
you want to get the best project 
possible, you have to provide 
certainty to the market as to what 
is possible so that they know how 
much they can put toward the 
investment in the property and 
how much they need to provide 
in investment in community 
amenities,” he said.

Success or concession?
Not everyone sees the plan as a 

success story. Steve Schmidt was 
one of thousands of residents 
and eight former mayors who 
in 2014 supported a ballot mea-
sure that would have restricted 
growth in the downtown plan 
area to 240,820 square feet of 

commercial development and 
680 residential units. More sig-
nificantly, it would have barred 
the City Council from making 
any modifications to develop-
ment standards without voter 
approval. 

The proposal, known as Mea-
sure M, ultimately lost at the 
ballot box, with 60% of the voters 
opposing it.

Schmidt saw the downtown 
and El Camino plan as far too 
aggressive when it came to 
commercial development and 
too restrictive when it came to 
allowing the city to demand 
community benefits. The “pre-
dictability” that everyone talks 
about is something that benefits 
developers and not residents, he 
said.

“The city gave up its ability to 
control the development, and it 
just turned into kind of a free-
for-all or a land rush for the 
developers to do what served 
them. ... We were the victims of 
a marketing campaign by the 
developers to give them what 
they wanted without really say-
ing we gave them what they 
wanted,” Schmidt said. “We gave 
them predictability, but we kind 
of lost our ability to represent the 
residents of the city.”

While Schmidt doesn’t oppose 
the idea of having a downtown 
specific plan, he believes the one 
that Menlo Park has adopted is 
not living up to the vision that 
many residents had during the 
planning process, when many 
favored a European model of 
residences above retail. Instead, 
the city has allowed an influx of 
office buildings.  

And while the workshops 
focused on downtown to a great 
extent, he added, the biggest 
changes are unfolding along El 
Camino Real and, in most cases, 
feature large commercial com-
ponents. Meanwhile, beloved 
establishments like Pet Place 
downtown and The Oasis Beer 
Garden on El Camino Real have 
closed down in recent years, fur-
ther heightening local concerns 
about the rapid pace of change. 

“I think the process was well-
intentioned, but it was hijacked 
by the developers and their attor-
neys and their boosters in the 
business community,” Schmidt 
said. “It’s the way things go. You 
have to be vigilant and careful 
about what you’re getting.”

In some cases, the downtown 
plan has been used to scale down 
projects and expand the menu 
of public benefits developers are 
required to provide. Stanford 
University, for example, had to 
make numerous adjustments 
before it could win approval for 
Middle Plaza, including the addi-
tion of community amenities 
such as contributions toward a 
bike underpass and toward local 
schools. 

Mueller said the changes were 

prompted by the council’s deter-
mination that the initial pro-
posal was not in keeping with the 
downtown plan’s Environmental 
Impact Report. In that sense, he 
said, the downtown plan worked 
as intended.

Henry Riggs, a member of 
the Planning Commission who 
worked on the downtown plan, 
noted that it took a “painfully 
long” time to come up with the 
vision and finalize the spe-
cific plan. The endeavor, he said, 
“forced us all to be balanced and 
considerate in our conclusions.” 

While Schmidt said the new 
projects were the results of a 
“marketing campaign” by office 
developers, Riggs suggested that 
the city has been lucky to see the 
types of projects that came for-
ward after the plan was adopted. 

“In my opinion, when you’re 
riding an economic boom and a 
developer comes forward who’s 
willing to put nearly all their 
parking underground and create 
public plazas up top, you should 
celebrate,” Riggs said. “Because 
in lesser economic times, that 
just doesn’t pencil out.”

Downtown Menlo Park isn’t 
the only place the city’s got 
plans for residential growth. 
Just beyond the boundary of the 
specific plan, SRI has proposed 
redevelopment that includes 400 
residential units along with 1.1 
million square feet of commer-
cial space that would replace 
existing buildings. And the city’s 
most ambitious plan remains 
ConnectMenlo, which targets 
the town’s eastern industrial and 
commercial area, near the Belle 
Haven neighborhood. Approved 
in 2017, the plan accommodates 
up to 2.3 million square feet of 
non-residential space, 400 hotel 
rooms and 4,500 new residences.

That said, downtown will 
likely play an increasing role in 
Menlo Park’s housing vision. 
On June 6, as the City Coun-
cil discussed potential housing 
sites that would be included in 
its Housing Element, members 
generally supported revisions to 
the El Camino Real/Downtown 
Specific Plan that would, among 
other things, eliminate the plan’s 
cap on new housing and establish 
a minimum density of 20 units 
per acre. 

Mayor Betsy Nash said she 
supports the new requirement 
and the general trend to promote 
more housing and less office 
space downtown.

“I think downtown, next to 
resources, transit and all, is an 
excellent place to put more hous-
ing,” Nash said. 

Read about Mountain View and 
Palo Alto’s diverging approaches 
to downtown plans in the online 
version of this story at tinyurl.
com/mv-pa-plans.

Email Gennady Sheyner at 
gsheyner@paweekly.com

DOWNTOWNS
continued from page 17

N E W S

Magali Gauthier

The Springline development at 1300 El Camino Real in downtown 
Menlo Park is weeks away from offering its first leases. The mixed-use 
project includes 183 apartments, about 200,000 square feet of office 
space and an assortment of bars and restaurants that the developer, 
Presidio Bay Ventures, plans to open later this year.
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995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
APOLO DAY CARE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 291259 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Apolo Day Care, located at 450 Bell St., E. 
Palo Alto, CA 94303, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
MARIBEL AGUILAR TORRES 
450 Bell St. 
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303  
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on May 1st., 2022.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
June 2, 2022.  
(ALM June 10, 17, 24; July 1, 2022)

NIMBLE FOX MANAGEMENT 
NIMBLE FOX 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 291025 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
1.) Nimble Fox Management, 2.) Nimble Fox, 
located at 1239 Portola Rd., Woodside, CA 
94062, San Mateo County; Mailing address: 
2995 Woodside Rd. #620598, Woodside, CA 
94062.  
Registered owner(s): 
STEPHANIE CARLSON 
1239 Portola Rd. 
Woodside, CA 94062 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on May 
11, 2022. 
(ALM June 10, 17, 24, July 1, 2022)

POPIKO TUTORING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 291238 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Popiko Tutoring, located at Tuolumne Rd., 
California 94030, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
RYAN CHRISTOPHER HUIE 
1330 Tuolumne Rd. 
Millbrae, California 94030  
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on May 
31, 2022. 
(ALM June 17, 24, July 1, 8, 2022)

J LANDSCAPING SERVICE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 291200 
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: 
J Landscaping Service, located at 51 Statege 
Rd. (PO Box 752), Pescadero, CA 94060, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ARNULFO JIMENEZ NAVARRO 
51 Stage Rd. PO Box 752 
Pescadero, CA  
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on N/A.  

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on May 

25, 2022. 

(ALM June 24, July 1, 8, 15, 2022)

RTC MARKETING 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 

File No.: 291382 

The following person(s) is (are) doing 

business as: 

RTC Marketing, located at 476 Hanover St., 

Daly City, CA 94014, San Mateo County.  

Registered owner(s): 

RISE THE CHOY INC. 

476 Hanover St. 

Daly City, CA 94014 

CA 

This business is conducted by: A 

Corporation.  

The registrant commenced to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on N/A. 

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 

June 14, 2022. 

(ALM June 24; July 1, 8, 15, 2022)

PATTURNS 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 

File No.: 291341 

The following person(s) is (are) doing 

business as: 

Patturns, located at 675 Sharon Park Drive, 

Apt. 208, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo 

County.  

Registered owner(s): 

JEAN BARONAS 

675 Sharon Park Drive, Apt. 208 

Menlo Park, CA 94025 

This business is conducted by: An Individual.  

The registrant commenced to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on June 9, 2022.  

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 

June 10, 2022.  

(ALM 24; July 1, 8, 15, 2022)

JEEPSILOG 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 

File No.: 291213 

The following person (persons) is (are) doing 

business as:: 

Jeepsilog, located at 3733 Palos Verdes Way, 

South San Francisco, CA 94080, San Mateo 

County.  

Registered owner(s): 

BAY AREA FOODS INC. 

3733 Palos Verdes Way 

South San Francisco, CA 94080 

This business is conducted by: A 

Corporation.  

The registrant commenced to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on 3/17/2017.  

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on May 

26, 2022.  

(ALM June 24; July 1, 8, 15, 2022)

Public Notices

Call Alicia Santillan at  
650-223-6578 or  

email asantillan@
paweekly.com for 

assistance with your 
legal advertising needs. 
The deadline is Monday 

at noon.

Employment
The Almanac offers  

employment advertising.

To learn more or get a quote,   

please call 650.223.6597 or email 
digitalads@paweekly.com.

N E W S

New housing overlays
At a May 24 meeting, coun-

cil members were divided on 
where to put multifamily zoning 
overlays. 

One of the changes that staff 
will recommend on July 20 will 
be to remove 290 Polhemus Ave. 
as a potential overlay zone candi-
date because the property owner 
isn’t interested in developing it, 
DeGolia told The Almanac. 

DeGolia, who said he’s received 
about 100 emails recently on the 
housing element, noted at last 
week’s meeting that he is person-
ally against developing the prop-
erty because a hill on Alameda de 
Las Pulgas makes it impossible 
for people to see traffic coming 
when they turn off Polhemus. He 
said he didn’t know this until he 
visited the site.

“We made mistakes on May 
24,” he said. “We added three 
properties and increased density. 
I would have liked to have vetted 
these things more.”

DeGolia said he also knows 
that homeowners do not support 
development at the Polhemus 
and Santiago locations.

Schools
Menlo College, at 1000 El 

Camino Real, currently has 21 
housing units for faculty and 
staff and is “very interested” in 
providing additional housing on 
campus, according to staff. 

If the school buys adjacent 
parcels, the town would strong-
ly consider including those 
parcels within the newly cre-
ated multifamily overlay zones. 
This would enable the schools 
to develop housing for teach-
ers and staff, as well as create a 
revenue stream for the schools 
should the units be rented to 
the public. 

Menlo College broke ground 
on a $20 million 288-bed resi-
dence hall in spring 2021. The 
school is in the final stages of 
construction on the project 
now, said Angela Schmiede, 
vice president for student suc-
cess & strategic planning chair 
for the college. Menlo College 
plans to host a ribbon cutting 
in August for the new dorms, 
she said.

The dorms won’t count toward 
the town’s RHNA targets because 
they are not considered perma-
nent housing, Town Planner Lisa 
Costa Sanders said last year.

Officials at Menlo School, at 50 
Valparaiso Ave., have expressed 
interest in acquiring land adja-
cent to the school and developing 
10 to 20 units within this housing 
element cycle. 

Sacred Heart Schools, located 
at 150 Valparaiso Ave., currently 
has five apartments on campus 
for retired nuns. The school 

expects to renovate the build-
ing in the next 15 to 20 years to 
accommodate faculty housing, 
which falls outside of the current 
Regional Housing Needs Assess-
ment (RHNA) cycle.

CalWater Bear Gulch 
Reservoir

CalWater owns and operates 
99 acres at the Bear Gulch Res-
ervoir, 120 Reservoir Rd., and is 
interested in constructing four 
new affordable housing units at 
this site to help retain and recruit 
new employees, according to the 
draft housing element.

This existing zoning for the 
property allows for caretaker 
housing with a conditional use 
permit. The town plans to amend 
the zoning to allow low- and 
moderate-income multifamily 
housing by right.

Underutilized parcels
Town staff created a list of 

65 residential parcels that are 
“underutilized” since they are of 
sufficient size to be further sub-
divided, according to the draft 
element. 

For example, under the state’s 
new duplex law Senate Bill 9, 59 
parcels could be split into two 
legal parcels, and each parcel 
could have two units each. This 
could lead to up to 118 units.

The town so far has received 
four applications for lot splits 
allowed under SB 9 — at 78 
Cebalo Lane, 2 Lowery Drive, 
125 Glenwood Ave. and 94 Palm-
er Lane. There are three pending 
applications, at 47 Santiago Ave., 
190 Selby Lane and 197 Glen-
wood Ave. Atherton expects to 
see about nine to 32 net new 
dwelling units per year with SB 
9, according to staff.

‘Unprecedented’ level of 
pressure from state

Southern California towns and 
cities are ahead of Northern Cali-
fornia in the housing element 
cycle. As of June 15, only eight 

of the 124 jurisdictions in Los 
Angeles and Orange counties 
have been found in compliance, 
according to Town Manager 
George Rodericks in a blog post. 
The remainder are still in the 
process of review and approval 
with the state’s department of 
Housing and Community Devel-
opment (HCD), according to 
Rodericks.

“This level of pressure and 
exhausting engagement by the 
state in the sixth cycle process 
is, to use an unfortunate word, 
unprecedented,” he wrote.

Roadblocks for building
Land scarcity and high real 

estate prices are the most signif-
icant constraints to affordable 
housing in Atherton, according 
to the draft housing element, 
which must identify and address 
the hurdles impacting housing 
growth. There are virtually no 
vacant lots in Atherton.

Land currently sells for about 
$8 million per acre and can only 
be acquired by purchase of a 
developed parcel or by subdi-
viding the property, which also 
likely involves the removal of 
an existing home, according to 
the town. 

The inventory of sites suit-
able for residential development 
shows a potential of approxi-
mately 110 new parcels that can 
be created by subdividing exist-
ing developed parcels. 

Next steps
The public has until July 11 to 

comment on the draft element. 
The Planning Commission will 
review the plan at a Thursday, 
June 23, meeting set to start at 
1 p.m.

At the close of the comment 
period, the City Council will 
review the draft element and any 
submitted comments at its July 
20 meeting.  The draft will then 
be sent to HCD for review. 

Email Staff Writer Angela 
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

ATHERTON HOUSING
continued from page 1

Magali Gauthier

Atherton residents and public officials look at a map of the town at 
a community meeting to discuss the state’s housing requirements in 
Holbrook-Palmer Park in Atherton on April 26.
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property taxes, up from an esti-
mated $13.1 million for the 2021-
22 fiscal year.

The town planning department 
also has significant one-time cost 
increases ($283,000) for the safety 
and housing elements, along with 
zoning code updates. These costs 
are offset by a $65,000 state grant 

the town received to support the 
town housing element, according 
to Town Manager George Roder-
icks. During the last cycle, in 2013, 
it cost the town roughly $40,000 
to plan for its housing element, 
he noted.

The public works department 
saw an increase of nearly $337,000 
from the previous fiscal year. The 
department recently went through 
a restructuring to include the 

hiring of a public works director 
and other positions like a parks 
manager.

Spending on the police depart-
ment will increase by almost 
$272,000. The department has not 
been since the fall of 2015, accord-
ing to the town. These vacancies 
often result in increased overtime, 
costs that are offset by overall sal-
ary savings at the end of the year.

There is also a renewal of the 

town’s Tasers, body cameras, 
interview cameras and vehicles.

Overall, the salary and benefits 
category of police costs increased 
by $305,610. This is largely due to 
the negotiated, 4-year memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) 
with the Atherton Police Officer’s 
Association expiring.

Woodside
In Woodside, the town contin-

ues to be in a strong position over 
the next five years, according to 
the budget document. The Town 
Council will vote on the budget in 
July, according to Town Manager 
Kevin Bryant.

Revenue is expected to come 
in at roughly $11.2 million, with 
about $4.4 million (or 40%) from 
property taxes (a 5% increase 
from the previous year’s budget), 
according to town estimates.

Expenditures total about $10.9 
million. The biggest costs are sal-
aries and benefits for staff (about 
$2.7 million), about $2.5 mil-
lion for the police contract with 
the Sheriff’s Office and about 
$880,000 for hazardous tree 
removal. The town is receiving a 
state grant of nearly $661,000 to 
support the program.

The budget includes a five-year 
plan for capital improvements in 
town. This year, there are about 
$2.1 million in improvements 
plan, the biggest of which is 
$475,000 for a roads rehabilita-
tion plan. About $1.5 million of 
the rehabilitation project will be 
spent to retrofit the Kings Moun-
tain Bridge over Union Creek. The 
bridge is eligible for the federal 
Highway Bridge Program, which 
would cover 88.5% of the costs.

The 2022-27 capital 

improvement program includes 
the following projects:

Kings Mountain Bridge over 
Union Creek

Town Center sewer capital 
improvements

Broadband connectivity
Glens Pathway
Woodside Road bicycle, pedes-

trian and equestrian safety
Sand Hill Road/Portola Road 

intersection improvements
Last fiscal year, the town fin-

ished the $2.2 million replacement 
of the Portola Road Bridge — its 
most substantial capital project 
since the renovation of the Wood-
side Library in 2016.

American Rescue Plan Act
The federal American Rescue 

Plan Act (ARPA) apportioned 
funds to help support cities and 
towns hit by the pandemic.

Portola Valley anticipates receiv-
ing under $1.1 million, provided in 
two payments. The second pay-
ment is expected in July. The town 
has allocated $160,000 for technol-
ogy to create a hybrid Zoom room 
at Town Hall, $140,000 for an 
assistant to the town manager and 
$65,000 for planning consultants.

Woodside expects to receive its 
second installment of these funds 
of nearly $653,000, bringing the 
town’s total ARP funds to $1.3 
million. The money will be used to 
help expand the town’s broadband 
service.

Atherton received all its funds, 
around $1.7 million, during the 
2021 fiscal year, according to 
Rodericks. 

Email Staff Writer Angela 
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

TOWN BUDGETS
continued from page 5

THE ALMANAC OPEN HOMES
LOS ALTOS HILLS
14309 Stanford Court $3,500,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 5BD/3BA 
Compass 650-740-7954

MENLO PARK
1326 Hoover Street #1 (C) $1,950,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 2BD/2BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-785-5822
1120 May Brown Ave $3,988,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 3BD/3BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000
1160 Trinity Drive $4,750,000
Sun 2:00-4:00 3BD/3BA 
Coldwell Banker Realty 650-619-6461
1960 Santa Cruz Avenue $2,199,000
Sat/Sun 1:00-4:00 3BD/2BA 
Compass 650-804-2393
2067 Ashton Avenue $2,398,000
Sun 1:00-4:00 3BD/1BA 
The Dreyfus Group, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International  
Realty 650-485-3476

MOUNTAIN VIEW
1006 Judson Dr $2,388,000
Sat 1:30-4:30 3BD/1BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-785-5822
38 Devonshire Ave #8 (T) $1,498,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 3BD/2.5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-785-5822

PALO ALTO
1891 Channing Ave $2,988,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4BD/2BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000

PALO ALTO
323 Maclane Street $2,488,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4BD/2BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000
3549 Julie Court $3,700,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 4BD/2.5BA 
Compass  650-740-7954
3513 Waverley Street $5,988,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 5BD/5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000

PORTOLA VALLEY
151 Erica Way $3,750,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4BD/2BA 
Compass 650-740-7954
177 Bolivar Lane $7,988,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 7BD/6.5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000

SANTA CLARA
1725 Fremont St $1,669,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 3BD/2BA 
JLee Realty 650-857-1000

WOODSIDE
764 West California Way $2,988,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 3BD/2.5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000
31 Eugenia Lane $6,750,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4BD/3BA 
Coldwell Banker Realty 650-619-6461
3525 Partition Road $5,988,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 6BD/5.5BA 
DeLeon Realty 650-900-7000

Legend: Condo (C), Townhome (T). Agents: submit open homes at AlmanacNews.com/real_estate

N E W S

social and academic support 
services, cohort learning com-
munities and academic path-
ways to prepare for transfers 
to universities or entering the 
workforce.

“Our district is proud to part-
ner with the Rising Scholars 
Network to remove academic 
barriers for students who have 
been impacted by the criminal 
justice system,” said Chancel-
lor Mike Claire in a statement. 
“This additional funding will 
allow SMCCCD to replicate its 
success at CSM and expand the 
program districtwide.”

The California Community 
Colleges Chancellor’s Office 
Rising Scholars Network is 
providing $480,000 — $160,000 
per year for three years — to 
replicate the program at Sky-
line College in San Bruno and 
Cañada College in Woodside, 
and expand the model and ser-
vices at CSM.

The program won the 2018 
California School Board 

Association Golden Bell Award.
For more information, go 

to collegeofsanmateo.edu/
projectchange.

New hires in Ravenswood 
district

The Ravenswood City School 
District Board of Trustees 
approved hiring new adminis-
trators for the 2022-23 school 
year during its June 9 meeting. 

The new staff include Sara 
Stone as assistant superinten-
dent for teaching and learning, 
hired with an annual salary of 
$191,526; Silindra McRay, chief 
strategy officer, with a salary 
of $187,771; Joan O’Neill, direc-
tor of human resources, with a 
salary of $143,305; and Reece 
Matsumoto, director of finance, 
with a salary of $129,253.

Ravenswood Measure I 
update 

The Ravenswood City School 
District’s $110 million school 
bond measure to bring class-
rooms into the 21st century 

has received nearly 72% voter 
approval, according to the latest 
San Mateo County Elections 
results from Tuesday, June 21.

There are 1,707 votes in favor 
and 670 against. 

—Angela Swartz

Kiwanis Club awards over 
$80,000 in scholarships to 
M-A seniors

Eleven graduating seniors 
from Menlo-Atherton High 
School (M-A) received a cumu-
lative $80,500 in scholarships 
from the Menlo Park Kiwanis 
Club at a luncheon on June 7.

The recipients of the scholar-
ship were recognized for their 
academic achievements and 
community involvement. For 
over four decades, the Kiwanis 
Club has awarded scholarships 
to M-A seniors, totaling $1.2 
million over more than 40 years.

“This year’s scholarship win-
ners are exceptional and highly 
motivated. They are tomor-
row’s leaders, and we hope our 
Kiwanis scholarships help them 
achieve their dreams,” said John 

Martin, Chair of the Menlo 
Park Kiwanis Club’s Scholarship 
Committee.

The 2022 recipients of the 
Kiwanis Club Scholarship are:

Daisy Isabella Bolaños
Angelina Causor
Henry Donald
Adriana Garcia

Alexandra Lopez-Vasquez
Guadalupe Maldonado 
Solorzano
Maria Maldonado Solorzano
Kaitlyn Pohlman
Sophia Sharif
Leilani Valenci
Brianna Villalon 

—Miles Breen

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
continued from page 6

Courtesy Menlo Park Kiwanis Club

Menlo Park Kiwanis Club 2022 scholarships winners, left to right, 
Maria Maldonado Solorzano, Guadalupe Maldonado Solorzano, Brianna 
Villalon, Adriana Garcia, Angelina Causor, Alexandra Lopez-Vasquez, 
Henry Donald and Sophia Sharif. Other M-A scholarship winners not 
shown are Daisy Isabella Bolaños, Leilani Valenci and Kaitlyn Pohlman.
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T
he old showbiz turn of 
phrase that a performer 
“needs no introduction” 

certainly applies to Steve Mar-
tin and Martin Short, who play 
Stanford’s Frost Amphitheater 
on June 30. It’s daunting even 
to begin to encapsulate their 
careers. Separately, each has a 
hugely successful background 
on the stage and screen as an 
actor, each has authored a mem-
oir (Martin’s “Born Standing 
Up” and Short’s “I Must Say”), 
and each has collected endless 
awards and accolades.

Aside from both being 20th-
century movie stars, Steve Mar-
tin built a career as a legendary 
stand-up comedian, author of 
books and plays, and respect-
ed banjo player while Martin 
Short’s celebrated runs in the 
musical “Godspell,” in Toronto’s 
Second City improv troupe, and 
on the sketch shows “SCTV” 
and “Saturday Night Live,” 
established him as a preemi-
nent character actor and musical 
comedy performer.

Together, Martin and Short 
were two-thirds (with Chevy 
Chase) of the “Three Amigos” 
in the 1986 comedy film that 
brought them together. Subse-
quently, they starred together 
in two “Father of the Bride” 
films and now headline (with 
Selena Gomez) the Hulu mys-
tery comedy “Only Murders in 
the Building,” which Martin 
co-created with John Hoffman 
and which has earned both 
lead actor nominations from 
the Critics Choice and Golden 
Globe awards.

Now a recognized comedy 
team, the duo chatted with this 
publication by phone to promote 
their current live tour together, 
titled “You Won’t Believe What 
They Look Like Today!” The 
pair have toured in tandem since 
2015, their previous touring 
show “A Very Stupid Conversa-
tion” evolving into the Netflix 
Original special “An Evening 
You Will Forget for the Rest of 
Your Life.”

Presented with their history 
together, the two immediately 

go into their double act. Martin 
quips, “Well, first of all, we have 
no recollection of any of those 
facts.” 

“That was supposed to be a 
joke,” he adds, Short chiming in, 
“Boy! If that’s any indication of 
what we’re going to deliver, we’d 
better do more PR.” 

The duo’s self-deprecating 
banter provides the spine of 
their live act as they mock-insult 
each other, with obvious affec-
tion, throughout the evening. 
The two also tell stories, Short 
performs a musical-comedy 
song and dance with Jeff Babko 
at the piano, and Martin plays 
banjo with his bluegrass buddies 
Steep Canyon Rangers.

Asked if he had any hope of 
one day upstaging the brassy 
Short, Martin says, “I would say 
there is absolutely no chance. 
And I’ll tell you why. ‘Cause 
he’s a fighter. And if he sensed I 
was even close to upstaging him, 
you wouldn’t believe the stuff 
he would pull.” I gave singer-
dancer-actor Short the chance to 
say whether or not Martin posed 
any “threat” to a triple threat 
like Short. 

“Well, listen, Steve is a bril-
liant mind, you know. So he is 
a creative force that I’ve never 
experienced (elsewhere) in my 
life. I don’t find him threaten-
ing. He exhausts me with his 
mind sometimes because it’s so 
prolific, but, no, there’s nothing 
threatening about Steve.” Short 
takes a perfectly timed comic 
beat, then adds, “Particularly if 
you’re in a fistfight.”

Looking back to their youth-
ful inspirations, both cite Jerry 
Lewis and the classic comedy 
teams of Laurel & Hardy and 
Nichols & May, with Short sin-
gling out Jonathan Winters and 
Lucille Ball, and Martin citing 
Steve Allen, Lenny Bruce and 
Bob Newhart. Many of today’s 
young comedy stars of course 
idolize Martin and Short, who 
have memorably appeared on 
the late-night talk show circuit 
over the years. Martin explains, 
“I do live performing with 
Marty. I don’t do live perform-
ing anywhere else, except for 
the Oscars or introducing some-
body on the Emmys or Kennedy 
Center (Honors), something 
like that. But otherwise the 

only reason I’m doing these talk 
shows is to talk about a project.

“And then you have to have 
material. So you end up, y’know, 
performing on the shows. When 
really I’m not going out there to 
perform. Marty will go out with 
nothing to promote, and I don’t. 
I always like to have at least two 
minutes to kill with talking 
about something else (rather) 
than doing a million jokes or 
being funny ... Is that cynical?” 

Short replies, “But when you 
do a talk show, Steve, you must 
admit, for two minutes, you do 
kill.” He pauses. “The problem is 
you’re out there for 18 minutes.”

Regarding how they put 
together their show, Short says, 
“We do have an odd ability to 
share what we think is funny 
and should go in. I can’t remem-
ber a time when Steve said, ‘I 
don’t find that funny,’ and I go, 
‘Are you nuts? It’s hilarious.’ We 
do share a comedic sensibility 
that way, so it helps.” Martin 
agrees: “Sometimes we’ll rewrite 
something and go, ‘Oh, that 
makes it better, or I’ll say, or 
Marty will say, ‘Well, let me try 
that. I think I can do something 

with that.’ And we’re fine with 
that because we know the other 
person will fly with it.” Keeping 
it loose, the two allow for the 
moment when “something hap-
pens that you didn’t expect,” as 
Short puts it, prompting an ad 
lib that then goes into the show 
moving forward.

The same week Martin and 
Short hit town, “Only Murders 
in the Building” returns for its 
second season (the first two of 
10 episodes drop on June 28). Of 
their creative input on scripts at 
this point, Martin said, “I’d say 
we pitch. The scripts are good, 
and every once in a while, we’ll 
have a thought about it, like any 
actor would.” Short recalls that 
while filming “the first episode 
of the first season, I was discov-
ering the character through the 
writer’s writing. And then after 
a while, you impart enough of 
your own understanding and 
character development onto 
the character (that) ... maybe by 
the fifth script, you’d say, ‘You 
know what? I don’t think Oliver 
Putnam would say that.’ And 
they’ll listen to you. Because 
now you’re a partner in this 
creation.”

As we bid our farewells, I tell 
these international treasures 
to be careful on the road, that 
I’m not above wrapping them 
in bubble wrap to protect them 
from dangers like monkeypox. 
“Hey, listen, that’s the way I 
travel,” Short jokes. “So I just 
— I’m not gonna unwrap for 
the show.” Martin: “Yeah, yeah. 
But I’ve read that monkeypox is 
sexually transmitted, so neither 
Marty nor I could possibly catch 
it.” Short: “Unless you can catch 
it through batteries.” And with 
that, they’re off to make their 
next audience laugh.

Steve Martin and Martin 
Short perform June 30, 8 p.m. at 
Frost Amphitheater, Stanford. 
Tickets start at $49.50. More 
information is available at live.
stanford.edu. 

Email Contributing 
Writer Peter Canavese at 

GrouchoReviews@aol.com.

P E O P L E  A N D  PERFORMANCES  I N  ARTS  A N D  ENTERTAINMENT

Artscene

Courtesy Stanford Live

Comedians and actors Steve Martin and Martin Short perform together as part of their “You Won’t Believe 
What They Look Like Today!” tour June 30 at Frost Amphitheater.

The Martinaissance

Steve Martin and Martin Short are
better than ever on stage and screen

By Peter Canavese
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A park-like setting of more than 1/3-acre in verdant Woodside sets the stage for this bright and inviting 3-bedroom, 2.5-bathroom home with 
more than 2,200 square feet of sun-drenched living space. Set away from the street by an extended driveway, this home enjoys a timeless 
farmhouse aesthetic with fresh, airy interiors crowned by soaring ceilings in nearly every room. Both the living room and family room offer a 

All of the bedrooms reside upstairs, highlighted by the primary suite with 2 closets and a spa-inspired bathroom. And for true indoor/outdoor 

B R I G H T  A N D  S PAC I O U S  O N  M O R E  T H A N  1/ 3 - AC R E

中文諮詢請聯繫 電話:

Listed by the DeLeon Team • 3% Commission Paid to Buyer’s Agent • Waived if DeLeon Buyer’s Agent

Listed at $2,988,000
764WCaliforniaWay.com

OPEN HOUSE: SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM

76 4  W.  C A L I F O R N I A  WAY
W O O D S I D E
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E
ataly has finally opened 
its long-awaited, three-
story food hall at West-

field Valley Fair. Spanning 
45,000 square feet and housing 
a rooftop restaurant, Eataly 
Silicon Valley provides Ital-
ian food lovers with a chance 
to do their grocery shopping, 
browse specialty foods and 
enjoy wine, pizza and gelato all 
in one place.

A store with over 10,000 
products can be overwhelm-
ing, so we enlisted the help of 
Viola Buitoni, an Italian food 
expert who teaches cooking 
lessons both in San Francisco 
and in Italy. She’ll be releas-
ing a cookbook named “Italy 
by Ingredient” next year and 
serves as the expert food advis-
er for San Francisco’s Italian 
Consulate. We toured Eataly as 
part of a media tour before the 
store’s opening.

From dried pastas to fresh 
fish, here’s Buitoni’s guide to 
Eataly’s must-have products:

According to Buitoni, nam-
ing a food after a religious 
office means that the item is 
“very f lavorful and a little (bit 
of a) secret.” In Italy, religious 

leaders historically received 
the best products, usually for 
free.

Pope’s salt has less of the bit-
ter, mineral f lavor that defines 
many other salts since it comes 
from the Adriatic Sea. Buitoni 
uses it to season already briny 
fish and earthy root vegetables.

Eataly’s Neapolitan pizza is 
crafted in partnership with 
Naples-based chain Rosso-
pomodoro, and the buffalo 
mozzarella is imported from 
Italy since the store hasn’t been 
able to recreate it locally (fresh 
mozzarella is made in store 
from cows’ milk.)

Buitoni appreciates the moz-
zarella that tops Eataly’s pizzas 
and says that the cheese should 
be judged by its milkiness. It 
shouldn’t squeak when bitten 
into either. 

Perhaps Buitoni’s favorite item 
in the entire store, these lentils 
hail from her home region of 
Umbria. She says that they stay 
whole, cook within 20 minutes 
and don’t need to be presoaked.

Buitoni recommends sauteing 
the intensely flavored lentils with 

some pancetta, a bay leaf, tomato 
paste and flavorings including 
celery, carrot, onions or garlic. She 
then deglazes the pan with red 
wine and slowly braises the lentils 
in a bit of water.

Buitoni stares closely at each 
pasta box looking for striations 
and imperfections. She points 
to the rough edges and streaks 
of white and yellow in the pasta 
made by Campofilone as an 
example of what she’s looking for. 
These details show the use of real 
eggs and that the pasta hasn’t been 
overworked. Provenance is also 
significant, and many of Eataly’s 
selections come from Gragnano, 
a territory known for its dried 
pastas.

A surprising note from Buito-
ni: pasta makers love American 
Manitoba wheat, which has a high 
protein content that creates strong 
gluten development. She says that 
generally, pastas made with only 
Italian grains have a more intense 
flavor, but that the lack of high-
protein flour might affect the 
texture. Lastly, she recommends 
looking for pasta that’s boxed 
instead of bagged, especially when 
buying fragile shapes.

While Buitoni finds most 
American sodas too cloyingly 
sweet, this sparkling citrus bever-
age is her pick for a cooling sum-
mertime beverage.

Buitoni points out that even 
among the acclaimed San Mar-
zano tomatoes, some pro-
ducers create better products 
than others. She highlights 
the cooperative-backed Gus-
tarosso brand for its longtime 
relationships with farmers.

She also loves triple-con-
centrated tomato paste, which 
gives an “unparalleled” depth 
of f lavor and is hard to find 
here in the United States. She 

especially recommends it for 
vegetarians looking to lend 
their dishes richness.

At the end of the tomato 
aisle, Buitoni points to dat-
terino tomatoes packed in 
water. She says that companies 
packing tomatoes in puree 
might use subpar tomatoes for 
the surrounding puree. These 
small tomatoes cook quickly 
on high heat with oil and gar-
lic or can be smashed raw and 
smeared onto bread.

These two fishes can be 
found in the Mediterranean, 
and Buitoni finds them delec-
table in acqua pazza, poached 
in tomatoes and water with 
black olives, garlic and basil. 
She also roasts them with pota-
toes and zucchini.

Made from “burnt wheat,” this 
pasta comes from Puglia and 
signifies the resourcefulness 
of commoners and sharecrop-
pers. Burning the fields was a 
part of the region’s agricultural 
cycle, and residents scavenged 
up the leftover wheat. As eco-
nomic conditions improved, 
grano arso became associated 
with poverty and started to 
fade away as a culinary tradi-
tion. About 10 to 15 years ago, 
locals started reclaiming the 
tradition of grano arso, and 
returned to producing this 
pasta with an ashy f lavor that 
complements the wild herbs 
and bitter greens common in 
Puglia.

Buitoni says to look for both 
the word “traditional” and the 
proprietary round bottles that 
mark the highest qualities of 
balsamic vinegar. Extravec-
chio vinegar from Modena 
is aged for at least 25 years 

and retails for $199 a bottle at 
Eataly. Buitoni compares these 
vinegars and their slightly 
younger relatives to black 
honey and says they’re the 
only ones that merit paying a 
truly premium price. Cheaper 
alternatives are fine for cook-
ing and making heated sauces.

Buitoni enjoys these hazel-
nuts as snacks, in baking, 
over yogurt and in salads and 
sauces. They are said to have a 
richer f lavor than most com-
mercially produced hazelnuts.

The gelato section at Eataly 
Silicon Valley differs from 
the counters at the mega-
store’s other locations thanks 
to a partnership with third-
generation gelato chef Patrizia 
Pasqualetti. A resident of San 
Francisco and former head 
gelato maker at the city’s GIO 
Gelati, Pasqualetti is striking 
out on her own and continu-
ing her family’s tradition of 
creating seasonal sweets by 
opening shops in Yountville 
and Malibu.

The end of a great day of 
eating has to end with proper 
hygiene, and Marvis tooth-
paste is a must in Buitoni’s 
suitcase whenever she returns 
from Italy. The brand’s tra-
ditional f lavors include gin-
ger, cinnamon and Amarelli 
licorice.

Eataly Silicon Valley, West-
field Valley Fair, 2855 Stevens 
Creek Blvd., Santa Clara; 650-
456-9200, eataly.com. Instagram: 
@eatalysiliconvalley. 

Email Associate Digital 
Editor Anthony Shu 

at peninsulafoodist@
embarcaderopublishing.com.

Magali Gauthier

The selection of balsamic vinegar available for sale at Eataly Silicon 
Valley in Westfield Valley Fair in Santa Clara.

Food&&Drink

POPE’S SALT

UMBRIAN LENTILS

BALSAMIC VINEGAR

SCORPIONFISH/ROCKFISH
AND MONKFISH

MARVIS TOOTHPASTE

PIZZA

DRIED PASTA

ALL SORTS OF TOMATOES

ORECCHIETTE DI
GRANO ARSO

MANDARINATA

GELATO

HAZELNUTS FROM
PIEMONTE

A TASTE OF ITALY
An Italian food expert’s guide to Eataly Silicon Valley

Magali Gauthier

A Neopolitan pizza cooks in an oven at La Pizza & La Pasta inside Eataly Silicon Valley in Westfield Valley Fair in Santa Clara on June 8.

By Anthony Shu
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The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. 
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com guiding you home since 1906

MENLO PARK | $2,500,000

3br/2.5ba Welcome home to this luxury townhouse w/greenbelt views of the neighboring private golf course. Open concept great room features stone adorned fireplace w/65’ Samsung TV, surround sound speaker system 

& Acacia hardwood floors. Gourmet kitchen w/island, quartz countertops & Thermador appliances. Sleek primary bathroom w/walk-in closet features double sinks, Toto toilet & spacious walk-in shower.

Camille Eder 

650.464.4598 

camille.eder@gmail.com 

CalRE #01394600

REDWOOD CITY | $2,489,000

Charming 3br/2ba home w/freshly painted interior, hardwood floors, vaulted beam ceiling w/skylights, wood-burning fireplace & wet bar. The granite kitchen features a breakfast bar, wine refrigerator & open formal dining room. 

Retreat to the primary suite upstairs w/sitting area, wood stove, hardwood floors & walk-in closet. Entertain in the backyard w/built-in barbeque & gazebo area.

Michelle Glaubert 

650.722.1193 

glaubert@pacbell.net 

CalRE #00646669

EAST PALO ALTO | $1,098,888
The stunning finishes gives this 3-bedroom 3-bathroom 

home a modern elegant feel w/space to grow your family.

Noah Hurchanik 

650.743.2126 

noah.hurchanik@cbnorcal.com 

CalRE #01767102

CARMICHAEL | $695,000
Welcome to this sprawling 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath ranch-style 

home on a large lot with an updated kitchen.

Barbara Silva 

916.718.6244 

barbsilva@comcast.net 

CalRE #00986087

MENLO PARK | $1,995,000

Charming 3br/2ba home surrounded by gardens & brick patio. Don’t miss the backyard with 

two offices & hot tub.

Wendi Selig-Aimonetti 

650.465.5602 

wendi@wendiselig.com 

CalRE #01001476


