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A taste of the wild

A local naturalist teaches how to
forage for edible plants responsibly

By Karla Kane

n a Saturday morning in mid-March, a small
O group of hungry explorers met at Hidden

Villa, the nonprofit farm, education center
and nature preserve nestled in Los Altos Hills.
They weren’t there to pick up a CSA box of produce.
Instead, the mission was to get a taste of the abun-
dant wild plants growing in our area, under the
expert tutelage of senior naturalist Garth Harwood.
Over the course of two hours, they got a hands-on
(and mouths-on) introduction to some of the edible
greens all around us, including tips on how to iden-
tify and prepare them safely, courtesy of Harwood’s
“Make a Wild Salad! Foraging Basics” class.

Why forage? For Harwood, “the real motivation is
really about growing my relationship with different
plant members of my community,” he told this news
organization in an interview preceding the class.
There are other benefits, too: Wild-foraged plants
can have high nutritional value, he said. Plus, forag-

ing is just plain fun.

See A TASTE OF THE WILD, page 28

Menlo Park housing element cer

By Neil Gonzales and
Angela Swartz

enlo Park’s housing
plans for 2023 through
2031 have received a

stamp of approval from the
state.

The city announced on
Thursday, March 21, that the
Department of Housing and
Community Development cer-
tified the plan. The state con-
ditionally approved the state-
mandated plan for nearly 3,000
new units, at different levels of
affordability, on Dec. 20, 2023.

“Certification is a major mile-
stone for the city’s housing
element and is essential to our
efforts to meet the housing
needs across all income lev-
els,” said Mayor Cecilia Taylor
in a statement. “This accom-
plishment was made possible
through the hard work of the

Menlo Park community.”

Every eight years, jurisdictions
across California are required
to update their plan under the
state’s Regional Housing Needs
Allocation program. The state
approved Portola Valley’s plan,
after nearly three years of plan-
ning, on Jan. 30. Atherton and
Woodside’s housing elements
are still in process.

According to HCD, eight out
of 21 jurisdictions in the county
are now in full compliance with
their housing element. Besides
Menlo Park, they are Brisbane,
Burlingame, Colma, Millbrae,
Portola Valley, Redwood City
and South San Francisco.

Those that fail to get their plan
certified are open to financial
penalties, legal action and what’s
called “builder’s remedy” — a
state provision allowing devel-
opers to bypass local land-use
regulations.
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However, the state’s certi-
fication does not nullify the
builder’s remedy proposals that
the city already received before
its housing element was fully
compliant. The city has three
preliminary applications filed
under builder’s remedy, includ-
ing the controversial project to
construct towers of up to about
400 feet on the former Sunset
Magazine headquarters on 80
Willow Road.

Those applications are expect-
ed to continue through the city’s
review process.

Deanna Chow, Menlo Park’s
community development direc-
tor, described the state’s certi-
fication as a “validation of the
hard work and dedication of the
community, City Council and
staff over the past several years.”

The city is now turning its
“attention to implementing the
programs to meet the needs of

Magali Gauthier
Instructor Garth Harwood, right, introduces students to the common sow thistle during a foraging basics class at
Hidden Villa in Los Altos Hills on March 9.

tified by state

Magali Gauthier

Housing at 1545 San Antonio Street in Menlo Park in 2023.

the Menlo Park community,”
she said in an email to this
publication.

The city has done some of
those programs already such
as rezoning for higher den-
sity in the El Camino Real and

Downtown Specific Plan area
and updating the Affordable
Housing Overlay zoning stan-
dards, she said.

“Staff will continue to work on

See HOUSING ELEMENT, page 2/
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6th-12th Grade 70+ UC-approved Courses 1 Teacher: 1 Student

@ LYDIANACADEMY

= === Unique and Unrivaled in One-on-One Education

2024 Lydian Academy Summer Camps and Courses

Complete a11 , A Tailored Educational Program

Students at Lydian Academy have custom educational

UC'apprOVEd College-pre P, programs that are designed according to their unique
Honors, or AP course in as (earning style and needs.
feW as2.5to 4 WeekS Specifically, we offer courses of study for:

Advanced Students

Students in Need of Credit Remediation
Neurodiverse Learners

Students with Health Challenges

Gifted and 2e Students

Athletes & Performers in Need of Flexible Scheduling
Students in Need of Tutoring Services

Summer Camps & Courses:

* Executive Functioning
» Design Thinking and Engineering (STEAM)
* Personal Finance and Life Skills

« Cooking, Arts & Crafts, and Creative Writing
1:1 MS & HS Courses in all disciplines

Scan QR code for more information on our summer offerings!

Burlingame: 650.437.2633 « Menlo Park: 650.321.0550 « www.lydianacademy.com

Fully WASC-accredited Flexible Scheduling Honors and AP Courses
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Courtesy Esther Wojcicki

Former Menlo School student
Marco Troper remembered as
radiant, sharp

By Jennifer Yoshikoshi

t the age of 19, Marco
Troper, son of former
YouTube CEO Susan

Wojcicki and Google executive
Dennis Troper, passed away in
his University of California at
Berkeley dorm room on Feb.
13, 2024.

Marco was born in Palo
Alto on July 24, 2004, at
Stanford Hospital. He grew
up in Los Altos and started as
a student at Menlo School in
Atherton in sixth grade. He

shared an innate passion for
math with his grandfather,
Stanley Wojcicki, a former
physics professor at Stanford
University who passed away
in May 2023. His aunts are
also accomplished. His aunt
Anne Wojcicki is CEO of
23andMe and his aunt Janet
Wojcicki is an anthropologist
and epidemiologist.

His love for math started as a
young boy and carried into his
first year in college as a math-
ematics major. At home, he and
his oldest sibling were known

for challenging each other with
math problems, so much thata
rule had to be made to have no
math at the dinner table, said
Susan.

“I was always in awe of how
he would grasp very com-
plex mathematical and physics
problems that master’s or Ph.D.
students would study and he
would grasp those concepts so
well and would explain them
with such ease,” said Dennis as
he reflected on his son’s talents.

See MARCO TROPER, page 25

Menlo Park community members honored
for saving young girl’s life in February

By Joshua Picazo

ystanders and first
Bresponders were hon-
ored for their life-saving
actions in February during a
March 19 Menlo Park Fire Pro-
tection District board meeting.
“What a wonderful day it is to
celebrate our community,” said
Fire Chief Mark Lorenzen. “All
of us, whether we’re dispatch-
ers, police officers, bystand-
ers, or firefighters, that’s what
were here for: to help our
community.”

The 6-year-old survivor,
Menlo Park resident Jules
Arguello, had been spotted at a
party on Santa Monica Avenue
at around 6:40 p.m. on Feb. 10,
lying facedown on a trampoline.

Responders included Capt.
Dave Bragg, firefighters Taj
Carpenter and Derek Sterling,
and cadet Gavin Zamora,
whose arrival was followed by
Capt. John Renner and Josh
Wittmayer.

They found Jules without a
pulse.

Lorenzen commended the

team for working together to
administer cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR) and admin-
ister three rounds of medication
before transporting her to Lucile
Packard Children’s Hospital at
Stanford University.

On the route, they managed
to get her breathing again, and
her blood pressure returned
to a healthy level, according to
Lorenzen.

“Being willing to act is so
critical,” he added, praising the

See HONORED, page 2|
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State bill prompts
Peninsula cities to
revaluate council pay

By Eleanor Raab

eing a city council mem-
Bber can sometimes mean
a full-time commitment
for less than part-time pay. Sen-
ate Bill 329, signed in June 2023
by Gov. Gavin Newsom, aims to
address this by increasing pay
caps for local elected officials.
Many cities on the Peninsula
have already responded by rais-
ing city council compensation,
while other cities, like Menlo
Park, are looking to do the same.
The bill gives cities a one-
time opportunity to “reset”
city council compensation to
keep up with inflation and help
improve diversity on councils
statewide. This is the first time
that the compensation limits for
California city council members
have been updated since 1984.
“No one runs for city council
to get rich,” said State Sen. Bill
Dodd, the author of the bill,
in a statement released when it
was signed this past summer.
California State Conference of
the NAACP and the League
of California Cities, among
other groups, supported by the
bill. “But the low levels of pay
make it much harder to balance
careers and personal obligations
with the calling to serve their
community. It’s especially hard
for working people and those
from diverse or disadvantaged
backgrounds.”
The passage of SB 329 has
already prompted several cities

around the Bay Area to look
at increasing pay for their city
council members. Since the bill
was passed, Belmont, Los Altos,
Palo Alto, San Carlos and San
Mateo have increased monthly
compensation for their council
members.

Menlo Park may soon join the
other Peninsula cities that have
already increased their coun-
cilors’ pay. During a March 12
meeting, the Menlo Park City
Council received an informa-
tional brief about the history of
its council pay increases, and the
possible benefits and impacts
of increasing City Council
compensation.

SB 329 allows for different
pay caps based on the popula-
tion of the city, ranging from
$950 monthly in cities with
fewer than 35,000 residents, to
$3,200 monthly in cities where
the population exceeds 250,000.
City councils can still increase
compensation beyond the limits
of this initial “reset,” but future
pay hikes are not to exceed 5%
each year, or the rate of year-
ly inflation as determined by
the California Consumer Price
Index, whichever is greater.
Menlo Park’s population of
32,475 residents means that
the city falls under the $950
monthly pay limit.

Under the previous compen-
sation structure for California
city council members, council

See COUNCIL PAY, page /8

Courtesy Jon Johnston
Menlo Park Fire Chief Mark Lorenzen, far right, recognizing Jennifer
Lin, Kristin Andruska and Erika Bailey for their live-saving efforts.

March 29, 2024 m AlmanacNews.com m The Almanac m 5



N EWS

AT&T hearing at CPUC over landlines inundated
with telephone comments

Over 200 people called in with concerns about the phone provider

By Ruth Dusseault/
Bay City News Service

n Tuesday, March 26,
Othe San Mateo County
Board of Supervisors vot-
ed 5-0 to pass a resolution against
AT&T’s request to the California
Public Utilities Commission to
be removed from its obligation
to provide landline services to its
customers throughout the state,
according to a county press release.
The carrier of last resort desig-
nation, or COLR, is a cornerstone
of utility regulation. It obligates
a carrier to serve all customers
within their territory no matter
where they live, even in places
with spotty cellphone service.

AT&T has been the state’s
COLR since 1996. It is the only
state telecommunications carrier
that operates landlines. If AT&T’s
designation is removed, so goes
the physical infrastructure for
landline service.

The potential loss of landlines
has irked thousands of customers
and spurred local governments to
take a stance. Recent letters and
resolutions urging the CPUC to
deny the application have been
written by the boards of super-
visors in the counties of Santa
Clara, San Mateo, Marin, San
Joaquin and San Francisco.

The company’s application
to the CPUC says, “To satisty
its COLR obligation to provide
basic telephone service, AT&T
California still operates a lega-
cy network composed of cop-
per lines and antiquated circuit
switches.”

AT&T isalsoasking the commis-
sion to release it of its designation

as an Eligible Telecommunications
Carrier, or ETC. It authorizes the
company to receive subsidies from
federal and state Lifeline programs
so it can provide reduced rates to
lower-income customers. AT&T
says it does not want the ETC
designation because the Federal
Communications Commission
intends to discontinue its subsidies.

“AT&T California has com-
mitted to continue participating
in the state LifeLine program
(which does not require an ETC
designation) so long as it offers
basic service,” said the company
in an email Tuesday. According
to Regina Costa with The Utility
Reform Network, a nonprofit
watchdog group that advocates
for affordable power and phone
service, the two designation
requests are linked in a slight-of-
hand to get out from regulations.

If AT&T is released as the
COLR, then it is no longer obli-
gated to provide basic service.
“There’s the catch,” said Costa,
“They are saying they will pro-
vide California LifeLine, but only
where it has an obligation. At the
same time, they are asking for a
release of the obligation as carrier
of last resort. So, it’s really a lot of
smoke and mirrors.”

Around 190,000 AT&T
California customers receive
LifeLine service through Federal
Lifeline and California Lifeline,
according to the Public Advocates
Office at the CPUC. Basic service
includes elements such as Lifeline
rates for eligible customers, free
access to 911, operator services
and Telephone Relay Service,
which allows people with hearing
or speech disabilities to place and

receive phone calls.

Costa says that AT&T is allowed
to offer LifeLine using Voice over
Internet Protocol (VoIP), which
is a digital service that can be
transmitted on either copper or
fiber optic wires, but she says the
company chooses not to do that.

“So, itis being pitched as if they
are getting rid of these old, anti-
quated lines,” Costa said. AT&T
also co-owns most of the utility
poles with PG&E, said Costa. “So,
if you want to use the pole, you
have to negotiate with AT&T.”

The Public Advocates Office
said that AT&T reported that
over 579,000 residential AT&T
customers subscribe to copper
landlines. “However, there are
over 29 million Californians in
AT&T’s service territory that may
be impacted if the COLR obliga-
tion is removed.”

“As we have pursued regulatory
relief for more than a decade in
other states, none of our tradi-
tional landline customers have
lost service as a result,” AT&T
said in an email Tuesday.

There have been a few back-and-
forth revisions since the applica-
tion was filed. In June, the Public
Advocates Office filed a motion to
dismiss an amended version. One
reason, it said, was that AT&T has
not named another carrier to be
designated as a COLR.

“AT&T incorrectly assumes
that the presence of a provider
on a map is equivalent to actual
availability of voice service for
customers,” the filing said.

Finding a substitute that
can provide phone service to
California’s remote regions —
through an infrastructure that

can sustain wildfires, floods and
earthquakes — is the challenge
at hand for the company and
policymakers.

In Tuesday’s meeting of the
CPUC, supporters seemed to
argue that if AT&T had to retain
its COLR obligations, it would
lessen the push for broadband
access.

“Keeping up with modern
technology is essential,” said one
caller from Torrance. “The pan-
demic was an example of a dire
need for broadband for remote
learning and telehealth.”

Most callers urged the commis-
sion to deny AT&T’s request.

“Because of our statewide cost
of living crisis, more older adults
are having to live in rural and
semi-rural areas of California,”
said AARP’s David Azevedo on
behalf of 3.2 million members.
“These areas have some of the
highest emergency risk factors in
the state due to hazards such as
wildfires and also have the high-
est risk of social isolation.”

Patricia Gutman said she
worked in emergency communi-
cations in San Francisco during
1989’s Loma Prieta earthquake.

“We lost all cellular. We used
callboxesand landlines,” Gutman
said. “Conclusion — redundancy;,
redundancy, redundancy.”

The Public Advocates Office
says the schedule for the CPUC
to make its final decision has
been postponed until at least
April 30, which is the deadline
for other providers to express
interest in becoming the COLR
for one or more census block
groups currently covered by
AT&T. =

County Supervisors come out against
AT&T’s proposal to kill landlines

By Jennifer Yoshikoshi

n March 26, the San
Mateo County Supervi-
sors voted 5-0 against

AT&T’s request to the Califor-
nia Public Utilities Commission
to be removed from its designa-
tion to provide landline services
to its customers, according to a
county press release.

AT&T’s request will “threaten
the county’s most vulnerable
residents during wildfire and
other emergencies,” board mem-
bers said in a release.

The company’s application
to CPUC states that it wants to
transition from copper phone
lines to fiber and a wireless-
based network. For residents

with unreliable cellular service,
AT&T’s desire to remove its des-
ignation as the Carrier of Last
Resort will take away access to
911 and telephone relay service.

“Landlines are a life-
line in many areas of San
Mateo County,” said District
3 Supervisor Ray Mueller in
a statement. “These residents
live within a 20-minute drive
to Silicon Valley yet have spot-
ty or nonexistent cell service.
Given the threats from wildfire,
storms, tsunamis and other
natural disasters, we simply can-
not allow AT&T to leave these
residents without ready access
to 911 and other emergency
services.”

The resolution mentions that
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during the storm in February,
74,000 electrical customers lost
power and without landline
services, cellular phone ser-
vices are not guaranteed to
work during an outage. Copper
wire landline services however
will continue to operate during
power outages.

AT&T claims that they will
continue to “offer basic tele-
phone service in all of its service
area unless and until it separate-
ly obtains all necessary permis-
sion to stop, so no customer will
lose service if the Commission
approves AT&T California’s
application.”

Supervisors said, however,
that the company’s applica-
tion “fails to explain how the

reliability of such alternative
services will be assessed and
assured,” according to their
approved resolution.

The town of Woodside
also approved a letter oppos-
ing AT&T’s application to the
CPUC. Residents expressed
their concerns during a town
council meeting on March 12,
stating their regular issues with
spotty cellular service and the
need for copper landlines for
emergencies.

The CPUC will announce its
decision on AT&T’s application
in the fall. m

Email Staff Writer
Jennifer Yoshikoshi at
jyoshikoshi@almanacnews.com.
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Manresa Bread has hot cross buns available to order for Easter.

On the hunt for
Easter treats

By Karla Kane

T he Christian holiday of
Easter falls on March 31
this year. Do you have
plans for a special meal on
Easter morning? Maybe your
first priority is chocolate (here’s
looking at you, Cadbury Creme
Eggs) or perhaps marshmallow
Peeps are what float your boat.
But in case you don’t want to live
on candy alone (no judgment!),
here are some local spots offer-
ing Easter brunch or seasonal
at-home treats this year.
The Village Bakery, Woodside
If youre looking for a sweet
treat to have at home (or bring as
a gift) but don’t feel like baking,
Woodside’s Village Bakery has
carrot cake ($72), hot cross buns
($30 for a dozen) and take-and-
bake cinnamon buns ($24 for
six) available for preorder, to be
picked up on Saturday, March
30. Easter morning Brunch
reservations, featuring crab
Benedict, are also available.
The Village Bakery,
3052 Woodside Road,
Woodside; 650-851-5555,
Instagram: @thevillagebake.

Manresa Bread (Palo Alto, Los
Altos, Campbell and Los Gatos)
Delectable Easter treats by
Manresa Bread are available
for preorder, to be picked up
March 30 or 31. Specials include
head baker and founder Avery
Ruzicka’s hot cross buns ($25
for four), strawberry almond tart
($42) and passion fruit tart ($42).
Manresa Bread,
multiple locations, Instagram:
@manresabread.

The Village Pub, Woodside
The Village Pub has a $125
per person multicourse prix-fixe
Easter brunch menu featur-
ing, among many other things,
entree choices including soft-
rolled French omelet, lobster
Benedict, sole a la Grenobloise,
lamb noisette, and a lemon

ricotta souffle pancake.

The Village Pub,
2967 Woodside Road, Woodside;
650-851-9888, Instagram:
@thevillagepubwoodside.

MacArthur Park, Palo Alto
The 2024 Easter brunch buf-
fet menu at this longtime Palo
Alto restaurant includes a prime
rib carving station, breakfast
classics like eggs Benedict and
French toast, and desserts from
Faz Bakery. Brunch is $69 for
adults, $35 for kids 6-12, and
kids 5 and under eat free.
MacArthur Park,
27 University Ave., Palo Alto;
650-321-9990, Instagram:
@macarthurpark_ca.

Left Bank Brasserie,
Menlo Park
“Spring-inspired”  Easter
brunch specials at Left Bank
this year include crab Benedict
served with salad and potatoes
($36), and avocado toast with
tomato tapenade, watercress,
sunny side-up egg and Dijon
vinaigrette ($17, add smoked
salmon for $8).
Left Bank Menlo Park,
635 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo
Park; 650-473-6543, Instagram:
@leftbankbrasserie.

Dinah’s Poolside Restaurant,
Palo Alto

A bountiful Easter brunch
buffet ($75 for adults, $35 for
kids ages 4-12, tots 3 and under
free) is planned by Palo Alto’s
Dinah’s Poolside Restaurant (at
Dinah’s Garden Hotel), with a
menu boasting a carving station
with steak and ham, clam chow-
der, breakfast classics like eggs
Benedict and sourdough French
toast, quinoa kale and straw-
berry salad, and much more.

Dinah’s Poolside Restaurant,
4261 El Camino Real, Palo Alto;
650-798-1314, Instagram:
@dinahsgardenhotel_paloalto.

See EASTER, page 10

Courtesy Manresa Bread

DON’'T BUY FURNITURE TODAY!!

We are currently closed to prepare
for this great event!!!

THE GREAT
$3 MILLION DOLLAR
RETIREMENT/STORE
CLOSING SALE

OPENS TO THE PUBLIC
FRIDAY, APRIL 5th At 10am

FLEGELS . DESIGN

1010 El Camino Real, Ste. 90
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Since 1954 Flegel has been the leader in high-end Interior Design and
best handcrafted furniture from around the World.
We have made the decision to Retire and to Close our Store.
OUR CHANGE IS YOUR GAIN!!

Everything in the store is

DRASTICALLY REDUCED AND ALL MUST GO NOW!!

Shop Stickley, Hancock & Moore, Sherrill, Bracci, Baker, Jessica Charles

and all our Famous Name Brands up to 70% OFF!!
Plus, a Huge Selection of Persian and Hand Knotted Rugs

from around the world

{010 A

For more information and directions 650-326-9661
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7EDU Impact Academy Cupertino
Join 7EDU for an unforgettable volunteer abroad summer
camp experience in Costa Rica (G6-12), where you'll travel
overseas, explore the world, make lifelong friendships, and
make a meaningful impact in local communities. Alternatively,
join our Youth Entrepreneurship Summer Camp (G6-12) to
learn startup & business fundamentals, industry research,
problem-solving skills, public speaking skills, and explore
business college majors. For younger grades, 7EDU offers
Designer Life Simulation Camp (G4-7) and All Day Art Camp
(G2-5). On-campus in Cupertino. Mention Camp Connection to
receive a $50 discount.
7edu.org

(408) 876-2144

Early Learning Institute  Palo Alto, Pleasanton
AN AMAZING SUMMER WRITING PROGRAM. Every year,
Emerson Montessori School offers its three Write Now!®
courses — camp-like sessions designed to improve students’
writing and public presentation skills. Each one-week course
features a different genre: Expository Writing (prose forms
used in school assignments), Creative Writing (stories, plays,
poems), and Presentation Skills (“Debate” this year). Parents
are welcome at the afternoon “Authors’ Workshops” and
“Speakers’ Forums.”

EmersonMontessori.com Emerson: (650) 424-1267
Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
Harker summer programs for preschool - grade 12 children
include opportunities for academics, arts, athletics and
activities. Taught by exceptional, experienced faculty and
staff, our programs offer something for everyone in a safe and
supportive environment. Register as soon as possible.

Harker.org/Summer (408) 553-5737

Lydian Academy Menlo Park, Burlingame
Lydian invites 6th-12th Neurodiverse learners, 2E students,
and those in need of credit remediation or advancement
to complete UC-approved courses in our personalized 1:1
setting in as few as 2.5 weeks. Executive Functioning, Personal
Finance, and Life Skills electives are popular, in addition to our
Design Thinking and Engineering (STEAM) camps and Middle
School day camps.

LydianAcademy.com/Admissions/
Summer-at-Lydian/ (650) 405-1312

Pinewood School

Summer Festival of Learning Los Altos
Pinewood’s two- or four-week program offers half-day or
full-day options in both academic and enrichment classes
designed to meet the needs of a variety of students. Specialized
teachers and small academic classes maximize the summer
school experience for grades K-8. Our curriculum emphasizes
academic achievement as well as participation in the arts,
technology and athletics.
Pinewood.edu/SummerPrograms
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| ACADEMICS |

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series on
Biomedical Research Stanford
Explore biomedical science at Stanford through lectures from
Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics
in biomedical science including bioengineering, neuroscience,
immunology and other topics. July 8-26 Registration begins
March 1st. The program is virtual.

Explore.Stanford.edu explore-series@stanford.edu

Summer@Stratford Palo Alto/Bay Area
Stratford infuses its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts, and Math) curriculum into an innovative and enriching
summer camp experience. Younger campers engage in
hands-on learning projects, while elementary-age students
collaborate to tackle real-world problems. At the middle school
level, individual subject-based enrichment classes are offered
and tailored for each grade level.

StratfordSchools.com/Summer

ARTS, CULTURE & ENRICHMENT

Camp Integem Palo Alto & Cupertino
#1 AH+AR STEM & Art Camp for Ages 5-18. Delve into Al
Holographic AR, coding, Robotics, 3D, game design, STEM, art,
animation, Space/Nature Exploration and more. ACS WASC
Accredited & NVIDIA-partnered camp. Great instructors, small
classes! Since 2018, thousands of students have joined the camp.
Use the code PAW24 to save.
Camp.Integem.com

(650) 493-1151

(408) 459-0657

Captivating Dance Summer Program Menlo Park
Join us for 5 fun-filled weeks of dance! CDBN’s summer camps are
designed for dancers ages 4-12. Email for 12+ intensives. Campers
will learn dance techniques in ballet, jazz, tumbling, lyrical, hip-
hop, and musical theater. Camps are filled with excitement,
games, arts & crafts, weekly performances, and more!
CaptivatingDanceByNona.com/
Summer-2024 (650) 339-0034
Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls Palo Alto
Casti Camp offers girls entering grades 2-6 a range of age-
appropriate activities including athletics, art, science, writing,
crafts, cooking, drama and music. Leadership program available
for girls entering grades 7-9.
Castilleja.org/SummerCamp (650) 470-7833
City of Sunnyvale Sunnyvale
Offering 100+ camps for ages 2-17 featuring traditional, visual
arts, performing arts, theater, sport and STEM camps. Full and
half day options run June 10 - Aug. 9. Check out swim lessons
for all levels also starting in June and enjoy recreation swim at
our aquatic facilities.
Sunnyvale.ca.gov/Activities (408) 730-7350
Community School of

Music and Arts Mountain View
40+ creative camps for ages 5-15! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics,
Wearable Art, Digital Art, Musical Theater and more! One and
two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Financial aid
offered. After Camp available.
Arts4All.org (650) 917-6800 ext. 0

Hidden Villa Los Altos Hills

Hidden Villa is a 1,600 acre refuge in Los Altos Hills and home
to an organic farm, gardens, beautiful hiking trails, and farm
animals. Our Summer Camp program blends nature, farming
and social justice, while encouraging a diverse, compassionate,
and eco-conscious youth community in a fun and age-
appropriate environment.

HiddenVilla.org/SummerCamp (650) 949-8650

ARTS, CULTURE & ENRICHMENT

Oshman Family JCC Camps Palo Alto
At J-Camp, we build a spirited community where campers are
immersed in joyful camp activities and develop meaningful
relationships with others while engaging in individual personal
growth. Our exciting day camp offers programming for
incoming grades K-10.
OFJCC-JCamp.com (650) 223-8622
Riekes Center Menlo Park
Explore all your interests this summer with Riekes Summer
Camps! Enrolling now for camps in Nature, Music, Art, and
Digital Media. There’s something for every camper! For ages
5-18 with locations across the Peninsula.
RiekesSummerCamps.org (650) 364-2509
Stanford Jazz Workshop Stanford
Stanford Jazz Workshop week-long jazz immersion programs
for young musicians in middle school (Giant Steps Day Camp,
starts July 8), High School (Jazz Camp, starts July 14 or July
21), and adults/advanced teens (Jazz Institute, July 28). All
instruments and vocals. On the Stanford campus!

StanfordJazz.org (650) 736-0324

Ventana School Summer Camp Los Altos
Keep your child inspired all summer long at Ventana’s Elementary
Summer Camp! With engaging week-long themes, campers will
immerse themselves in hands-on activities that will boost their
creative confidence and stimulate their minds. Join us for one or
all of the following weeks: Masterchef Junior, Arts & Crafts, Game
Creation, Mad Scientist, Musical Theater and Wonderful Water.
Open to students who will have completed K-5th grade by the
summer.
VentanaSchool.org/Elementary-
Summer-Camps-2024

Bald Eagle Bay Area
The first camp ever approved by The Positive Coaching Alliance
for message and Development Zone programming. We offer 4
camps: Non-Traditional MultiSports (TK-5th), Sports Leadership
& Field Trips (6th-8th), Basketball Camp (3rd-8th) and Coach In
Training (free, 9th-10th). Extended Care 7:30 am - 6 pm.

BaldEagleCamps.com (888) 505-BALD

(650) 948-2121

Maccabi Sports Camp Atherton
Maccabi Sports Camp is an overnight Jewish sports camp.
We welcome campers entering grades 3-11 with programs
dedicated to building strong character and Jewish community
through sports.
MaccabiSportsCamp.org/wp (415) 997-8844
Spartans Sports Camp Mountain View
Spartans Sports Camp offers a wide variety of sports and
academic enrichment camps for kids entering grades 1-9.
Experienced staff ensures everyone has fun. Daily on-site
swimming is offered for all camps. Camps run weekly from
June 10 - August 2 at Mountain View High School. The camp
is run by MVHS coaches and student-athletes and all proceeds
benefit the MVHS Athletic Department. Lunch and extended
care are available.
SpartansSportsCamp.com (650) 479-5906
Stanford Water Polo Camps Stanford
New to water polo or have experience, we have a camp for you.
Half day or full day options for boys and girls ages 7 and up.
All camps provide fundamental skills, scrimmages and games.
Session 1 —June 10-13, 2024. Session 2 — June 17-20, 2024.
StanfordWaterPoloCamps.com (650) 725-9016

To advertise in print and online, call (650) 326-8210.
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New bill may boost
state enforcement
powers over housing law

By Ruth Dusseault/
Bay City News Service

( :alifornia’s attorney gen-
eral may be getting more
muscle to discipline local

governments that have violated

state housing law via a new bill
that would allow fines to be levied
more quickly.

Under Senate Bill 1037,
announced March 20 by Attorney
General Rob Bonta and state Sen.
Scott Wiener, D-San Francisco,
the attorney general could seek
new penalties to be assessed from
the date of a violation.

If passed, it would subject gov-
ernments to a minimum civil
penalty of $10,000 per month,
not to exceed $50,000 per month,
for each violation from the date
the violation started. The money
would be earmarked for afford-
able housing in the affected
jurisdiction.

Currently, California’s
Department of Housing and
Community Development is
authorized to notify the attorney
general when it tells cities and

counties they are in violation of
the state Planning and Zoning
Law.

Every city and county in
California must periodically
update and streamline its housing
element to meet its share of a 2022
statewide housing plan, which
estimates the state must plan for
2.5 million new homes.

After receiving a court order to
comply, local governments have
60 days to bring their housing
elements into compliance before
getting hit with a monetary
penalty. Sometimes, with exten-
sions, the hammer doesn’t fall
for a year.

“The reason for the bill is
that the penalty system right
now is very unworkable and it’s
easy for cities to evade it,” said
Erik Mebust, a spokesperson for
Wiener, who introduced the law.
“Right now, they get 60 days. So.
they’ll wait the full 60 days and
then they can appeal things and
they can kind of bury it in process
for months.”

See HOUSING LAW, page 10

OBITUARIES

Local residents who died
recently include:

Oliver Franklin Hook, 99, a
resident of Menlo Park who was
a World War II Navy fighter
pilot and member of America’s
Greatest Generation and who was
born in Kansas City, Missouri,
and later was celebrated for
his athleticism and academic
achievements, leading to his
induction into the Lee’s Summit
High School Sports Hall of Fame.
He graduated with top honors
from the University of Missouri,
and had a successful 50-year
career as a stockbroker in Palo
Alto. Hook is survived by his two
sons and four grandchildren. A
graveside service is planned in
Lee’s Summit, Missouri.

Donald Creevy, 87, a resident
of Portola Valley, who moved
to California for his OB/GYN
residency at Stanford University
and delivered over 6,000 babies
and was a pioneer in integrating
midwifery into hospital settings.
He leaves behind a legacy of
compassion, a passion for clas-
sical music and photography,
and a devoted family, including
his wife Ginger, his daughters
Catherine and Kristin, stepchil-
dren Nancy and Michael, and
several grandchildren.

Linda Caren, 82, a resident

of San Jose, who was born in
Corsicana, Texas, and who
was a pioneering immunolo-
gist with degrees from Ohio
State University and Stanford
University and had a notable
academic career, including teach-
ing positions at Santa Clara
University and California State
University, Northridge, and con-
ducted research in collaboration
with NASA.

Michael (Mike) Mensick, 63,
an almost life-long resident of
Palo Alto, who was the son of
the late John (Jack) and Lucia
Mensick, brother to the late John
(Chip) and Mark Mensick and
who was married to Andrea
Evans Mensick for 32 years.
He was the father of Nicole
Mensick and Michael Mensick,
Jr. A Cubberley High School and
Foothill College alumnus, Mike
built a career in construction
sales, contributing to significant
projects like Oracle Park and
the State Capital of Hawaii. He
enjoyed fishing, golfing, and
horses before he died.

Mary Roberta (Robin)
Duggan, 74, of Mountain View,
who was known for her artistic
talents, particularly in crafting
and making artistic greeting
cards and dedicated her life to her
family, volunteering at her chil-
dren’s schools, and expressing her
kindness and generosity through

her art and hospitality and who
graduated from Palo Alto High
School, attended Willamette
University in Salem, Oregon, and
earned her teaching credential
from the College of Notre Dame,
Belmont. Robin is survived by her
husband Kevin, her children Julie
Pierron (Joseph) and Andrew
(Chelsea), four grandchildren,
siblings Linda, Marcy, Laurie, and
Dan, and a wide circle of family
and friends.

Jean Garrett, 101, of Palo
Alto, who was a World War
IT veteran and breast cancer
survivor, a committed peace
activist and enjoyed walking in
her neighborhood with her late
husband, Paul, to whom she
was married for 70 years until
his passing in 2016. Born near
Redding, California, in 1922, she
met Paul during their military
service and settled in Palo Alto
to raise their two children. Jean
delighted in nature and animals.
Jean’s final months were spent
enjoying chocolate, orchids, her
cat Lovey, and visits from her
family. She is survived by her
children, Susan and Doug, their
spouses, grandchildren Carlos,
Megan, and Justin, and seven
great-grandchildren.

To read full obituaries, leave
remembrances and post pho-
tos, go to Lasting Memories at
AlmanacNews.com/obituaries. m

100 years

Photo by Michael Moore

SAN MATEO
COUNTY

Celebrating a century
of San Mateo County Parks!

Our very first County Park, Memorial, opened in 1924. Today, we have 24 parks,
preserves, regional trails, and historic sites. This is a great time to celebrate and
visit your San Mateo County Parks!

y H*ﬁﬁ Sor A B D

2024 special events:

Learn more and RSVP at

SMCoParks.org/100

WUNDERLICH COUNTY PARK’S GOTH
Saturday, April 13, 2024

MEMORIAL COUNTY PARK’S 1T00TH
Thursday, July 11, 2024

SUMMERFEST AT COYOTE POINT
Saturday, August 10, 2024

TUNITAS CREEK BEACH OPENING
September 2024
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

50th anniversary of Wunderlich Park

Wunderlich County Park in Woodside is celebrating their
50th anniversary on April 13 from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. The free
event will include guided nature hikes, a food truck, horses,
music and arts and crafts.

Parking at Wunderlich Park will be limited but a free shuttle
from Woodside Elementary School will be available from
9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Find more information on the “parks” page
at smcgov.org.

Fentanyl and opioid safety education for youth

On April 2 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. learn more about opioids
and fentanyl safety during a free online event with local phy-
sicians Dr. Sunil Bhopale, emergency medicine physician,
and Dr. Rex Huang, child psychiatrist at Kaiser Permanente
Redwood City.

Parents, students, educators and community members can
join the event to learn about how teens and young adults are
being exposed to opioids and more about the effects of drugs
on high school age children. Register on The Parent Venture’s
Eventbrite page at tinyurl.com/parentventureevents for more
information.

Menlo Park partners with UC Berkeley SafeTREC

As part of Menlo Park’s Vision Zero Action Plan, the city
has partnered with University of California at Berkeley’s Safe
Transportation Research and Education Center, also known
as SafeTREC, to conduct street safety assessments for Santa
Cruz Avenue and Sand Hill Road, according to a press release
by the city.

In April, city staff, community members and SafeTREC will
analyze collision data and conduct field assessments. Santa
Cruz Avenue and Sand Hill Road are part of Menlo Park’s
High Collision Corridor Network, the 20% of city streets
accounting for 93% of serious and fatal injury collisions. The
assessment will produce safety recommendations that will
help implement the Vision Zero Action Plan for the area.

The Vision Zero Action Plan is intended to eliminate fatal
traffic crashes and injuries in half by 2030. For more informa-
tion on the project, visit menlopark.gov.

Talk on d.school lecturer’s new hook

Join designer and educator Lesley-Ann Noel in a virtual
event on April 5 from noon-1 p.m. as she discusses her new
book, “Design Social Change.” This Stanford d.school book
offers readers new approaches to inspire change and help
families create lives that move toward an equitable future.

Noel is a lecturer at Stanford University and the University
of West Indies and the former associate director of Design
Thinking for Social Impact at Tulane University. Community
members, parents, educators and students are all welcome
to join this event. Register online at The Parent Venture’s
Eventbrite page at tinyurl.com/parentventureevents.

Applications open for Menlo Park’s Youth Advisory

Committee

Students entering grades 9-12 for the upcoming school year
who live within Menlo Park city limits or attend a Menlo Park
high school are eligible to apply for the city’s Youth Advisory
Committee.

The YAC advises the Parks and Recreation Commission
and city staff in a one year term from September through
May. The committee is intended to engage the future leaders
of Menlo Park giving youth the opportunity to be involved in
municipal government and civic affairs.

Applications are due on May 24 and more information can
be found at menlopark.gov/yac.

— Jennifer Yoshikoshi

Caltrain seeks new space for headquarters

Caltrain is looking for a new home.

The popular commuter rail line that brings 20,000 rid-
ers to 28 points between San Francisco and San Jose, with
extensions to Gilroy, has been sharing its headquarters with
SamTrans since the 1990s. SamTrans, San Mateo County’s
bus system, is moving in 2025 to a new office space near
the Millbrae Caltrain station. It has invited its roommate to

See COMMUNITY BRIEFS, page 8
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Avocado toast with egg and salmon is among Left Bank’s Easter options.

EASTER

continued from page 7

The Ameswell Hotel,
Mountain View

The Ameswell Hotel is open
for Easter brunch reservations
(cost varies) at its Roger Bar &
Restaurant and is holding an
Easter egg hunt on its grounds.
Face painting will be available
to kids from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m,,
plus dog toys and treats will be
available for furry friends.

The Ameswell Hotel, 800
Moffett Blvd., Mountain View;
650-744-1030, Instagram: @
theameswellhotel.

Mountain Winery, Saratoga

Highlights of Mountain
Winery’s Easter brunch menu
include a build-your-own-pan-
cake bar (rainbow sprinkles,
anyone?) and a mac and cheese
bar. Brunch starts at 10:30 a.m.
and costs $97 per adult and $65
per child ages 3-12. Included in
the admission cost are Easter
activities (weather permitting)
and a visit with the Easter
Bunny.

Mountain Winery, 14831
Pierce Road, Saratoga;
408- 741-2822, Instagram: @
mountainwinery.

Courtesy Left Bank

The Ritz-Carlton, Half Moon Bay

For a fancy Coastside option,
Navio at the Ritz-Carlton in
Half Moon Bay is offering Easter
brunch all weekend, at $255 per
person. According to Navio’s
website, caviar, flavored oysters,
chocolate-chip pancakes, lobster
and sunset mousse are among
the many selections for the meal,
billed as a “two hour luxury
brunch experience.”

Navio, 1 Miramontes Point
Road, Half Moon Bay; 650-712-
7000, Instagram: @navio_hmb. m

Email Assistant Lifestyle

Editor Karla Kane at
kkane@almanacnews.com.

HOUSING LAW

continued from page 9

In November, San Francisco,
under a state mandate to accom-
modate 82,000 new housing
units by 2031, received a threat-
ening letter from HCD when
it missed a deadline to change
its permitting policy. The city’s
Board of Supervisors eventually

adopted an ordinance to bring
the city into compliance.

“This bill was not generated
directly in response to anything
that happened in San Francisco,”
said Mebust. “But San Francisco
is definitely emblematic of a pat-
tern were seeing statewide with
a number of cities. San Francisco
has the longest permit approval
times in the state. There’s a lot of

changes to make in the culture so
cities comply with the law, and San
Francisco has not always been the
best at that in the past, but it is try-
ing to turn over a new leaf now.”

Wiener’s office expects the bill
to be heard in committee next
month, followed by a Senate vote
in May. If approved by the legis-
lature, it will go into effect Jan. 1,
2025.m

Caltrain receives $1M in federal
funding for safety improvements

By Jennifer Yoshikoshi

altrain received $1 mil-
‘ lion in federal funding

by congressmembers U.S.
Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Menlo
Park, and Kevin Mullin, D-South
San Francisco, through the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act,
according to a March 21 press
release.

The funds will be used for
safety improvements at several
Caltrain grade crossings includ-
ing, Whipple Avenue in Redwood
City, Ravenswood Avenue in

Menlo Park, East Meadow Drive
in Palo Alto and 16th Street
and Mission Bay Drive in San
Francisco.

“These critical infrastruc-
ture investments will have a
real difference in the lives of
many residents in our commu-
nity while making our railways
safer as Caltrain reinvents itself
through electrification of the
system,” said Rep. Mullin in a
statement.

Caltrain Executive Director
Michelle Bouchard expressed
gratitude toward Eshoo and

Mullin for their advocacy in
making public transit safer.

“Safetyisa core value at Caltrain
that underlies everything we
do. This funding will help to
improve safety at grade crossings,
protecting the public, keeping
our trains moving and making
getting around the Bay Area more
convenient,” said Bouchard in a
statement.

The funding will specifically go
toward LED pavement markers,
signage, pedestrian channeliza-
tion, stop bars, gate relocation and
track panels. m
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FARM ROAD (APN #076-303-010) | WOODSIDE | OFFERED AT $5,995,000

Outstanding opportunity to build your
dream home and/or horse facility
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Survey and feasibility study completed
by Lea & Braze Engineering

Located in Hidden Valley, one of the Minutes to Portola Valley Town Center
most desirable locations in Woodside and Parkside Grille

Approximately 4.78 acres Top rated Portola Valley Schools
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UGH www.HuGHCORNISH.COM

ORNISH Over $3.3 Billion in Sales

& ASSOCIATES #1 Individual Agent SF/Peninsula

Coldwell Banker, 2023
650.619.6461 e A it
hcornish@cbnorcal.com #8 Individual Agent USA REALTY
CalRE#00912143 Coldwell Banker, 2023

1 1
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Your frienc
Your agents.

IN EVERY MARKET, ANYWHERE YOU GO.
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By Appointment Pending

3355 Vernon Terrace, Palo Alto 862 Chiltern Rd, Hillsborough 3896 Louis Rd, Palo Alto
$4,500,000 | 4 Bed + Office | 3.5 Bath $9,500,000 | 5Bed | 6.5Bath $2,790,000 | 3 Bed | 2 Bath
650.245.5698 650.387.2716 650.207.2017

Claire Zhou | DRE 01440807 Lori Buecheler | DRE 01859485 Kathleen Wilson | DRE 00902501
Olivia Maggi | DRE 02180306
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By Appointment By Appointment

1298 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto 2314 Ramona St, Palo Alto 2050 Williams St, Palo Alto
$7,400,000 | 4 Bed | 3 Bath $3,988,000 | 4 Bed | 2.5 Bath $4,790,000 | 6 Bed | 3 Bath
650.740.7954 650.799.4294 650.281.8368

Carol Carnevale | DRE 00946687 Judy Decker | DRE 01199563 Carol Li | DRE 01227755

Nicole Aron | DRE 0952657
James Steele | DRE 01872027

Compass is a licensed real estate broker 01527235 in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements

and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit properties already listed. *Represented buyer.
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Market leaders

for a reason.

#1

. In supporting your home’s sale
. At navigating the market

. In finding your dream place

. At being the partner you can trust

Source: 2/1/2023-1/31/2024 residential property sales reported to MLSLISTINGS by 2/22/24. Analysis made in good faith using MLS
data compiled by Broker Metrics by transaction-side dollar volume sales. By brokerage/brand. Not all sales are reported to MLS.

Reflecting sales in San Mateo & Santa Clara Counties.

265 Greer Rd, Woodside
Price Upon Request | 4 Bed | 3.5 Bath
650.465.6210

Karin Klint Riley | DRE 01725481

Open Sunday 2-4pm

12650 Viscaino Ct, Los Altos Hills
$5,750,000 | 4 Bed + Den | 3 Bath
650.804.6942

Arti Miglani | DRE 01150085

Compass is a licensed real estate broker 01527235 in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements
and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit properties already listed. *Represented buyer.

COMPASS

1732 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto
$5,880,000 | 5Bed | 4 Bath
650.946.8122

Carolyn Keddington | DRE 01490400
Colleen Foraker | DRE 01349099

By Appointment

1145 Rosefield Way, Menlo Park
$7,800,000 | 5Bed | 6.5Bath
650.740.7954

Carol Carnevale | DRE 00946687
Nicole Aron | DRE 0952657
James Steele | DRE 01872027

March 29, 2024

COMPASS

$10M+ Sales
(% Market Share by $ Volume)

13%

I -

DELEON COLDWELL
BANKER

Pending

1010 Runnymead Ct, Los Altos
$4,275,000 | 4 Bed | 3.5Bath
415.300.7122

Kat Carroll | DRE 01909507
The ReSolve Group

Open Sat & Sun 1:30pm-4:30pm

8 Oakhill Dr, Woodside
$6,500,000 | 5Bed | 3 Bath
650.430.8425

The Costantini Team | DRE 70010227

COMPASS

AlmanacNews.com The Almanac
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Featuring

HENRY WINKLER

BEING HENRY...The Fonz and Beyond

E FOR MORE INFORMATION AND
TICKETS VISIT US ONLINE

1pvi.org
or scan the QR code

=]
o
(=]

Sunday, April 21,2024 ||

Join PVI for the 33 annual Author:
A literary journey featuring New
Best Selling Author, actor, producer, ¢
director, Henry Winkler. Guests will enjoy a
delicious lunch at the beautiful Rosewood
Sand Hill in Menlo Park.

VI &

Erablog Sanerr to flg o Pl

Peninsula Volunteers, Inc.

Bring your child’s

CREARTIVITY

to life at CSMA!

Come to our Mountain View campus for high-quality
art and music experiences for children of all ages!
We offer summer arts day camps and school break
camps plus art and music classes and lessons
year-round. Serving Silicon Valley families since 1968.
Financial aid available - arts4all.org

/,E m community school
i of music and arts
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STRATFORD

MOMENTS
Unforgettahle Summer

Reaching Goals

e

N 3 i\
A ok Grev ’ W masteving New Sels

\e

Get ready for an epic summer filled with hands-on activities where your child can
explore new skills, have a blast, and make new friends. We offer a variety of summer
camps, from day camps, sports camps, and academic adventures to specialty
camps, allowing you to create a unique experience and unforgettable memories.

Campers enjoy sports, STEM projects, arts, crafts, music, dance, drama, and more.

Give them a summer filled with epic moments and unforgettable memories!

Spaces Are Limited = Sign Up Today = All Families Welcome

Registration Now Open!

StratfordSchools.com/summer

STRATFORD ®© © 00600 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0006000000 00 0 0 00
SCHOOL Palo Alto Campus 870 N. California Ave. (650) 493-1151

*Camps offered vary by location. Preschool State License: 434408056. Copyright © 2024 Stratford Schools, Inc. mmlusmmt %
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(O-] The REAL Market Leaders - For A Reason

deleo

WEALTY

When preparing to list your home, what truly matters is
the specific agent or team you will be partnering with and
their track record in listing sales volume. Some brokerages
attempt to combine hundreds or even thousands of
independent contractor agents or teams in order to
manipulate the outcomes.

Our sellers work directly with Michael Repka and Audrey
Sun, who speaks Mandarin and Cantonese, and their team
of talented in-house professionals, to achieve the optimal
outcome for selling their homes. We offer the following
services without extra charges:

e Total listing commission of 3.5% or less
* The most marketing in Silicon Valley, including television
commercials, multiple full-page newspaper ads, and more

* Handyman service§ _ Schedule an appointment today to experience firsthand
* Property and pest inspections (Yes, we cover the costl) why so many Silicon Valley residents have entrusted us with
* Staging (We pay for that, tool) selling their homes!
* Legal services through the Integra Law Group, LLP
Top Real Estate Agents & Teams by Listing Volume
Ranking #1 #2 #3 #4
Brokerage DelLeon Realty Intero Real Estate Compass DPL Real Estate

Top Listing Agent S
or Team at the "
Brokerage
DelLeon Team Top Agent Top Team Top Agent
(Saratoga Office) (Menlo Park Office) (Cupertino Office)
Listing Units 82 57.5 14 69
List Volume $451,675,623 $173,614,694 $173,160,000 $136,691,840
Listing Units Unit: Property List Volume Unit: US Dollar
$500M
100 $400M
75 $300M
50 57.5 69 | $200M
$173M $173M
25 | $100M $136M ——
The DelLeon Team Intero Real Compass’ DPL Real Estate’s The DeLeon Team Intero Real Compass’ DPL Real Estate’s
DelLeon Realty Estate’s Top Listing  Top Listing Agent DelLeon Realty Estate's Top Listing Top Listing Agent
Top Listing Team Top Listing Team
Agent Agent

Criteria: MLSListings, Inc., Residential, Top Agent/Team at each brokerage, Santa Clara & San Mateo Counties Combined. Date Range: 1/1/2023-12/31/2023
Please see listing agreement for more details about our services.

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity

B 65 78 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & 3 650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | Deleon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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YOUR NEW HOME AWAITS
deleon

REALTY

980 MONTE ROSA DRIVE 7 ODELL PLACE
Notice to Buyers: Although R O R K ATHERTON

a good buyer's agent can add = L L o 'i"‘-' :ﬂld
significant insight and value, you e -

are not required to use one to

purchase a Deleon listing. If you

would like to submit an offer to us

directly, please contact the DelLeon mhl >
Buyer's Team at 650.543.8528 and ' f | -
we will waive 100% of the buyer’s- $7 388 000 | 5 Bd I 5.5 Bth $6,988,000 | 5 Bd | 4.5 Bth

side commission. 980MonteRosa.com 70dell.com

47 PLACITAS AVENUE
ATHERTON

1iE ‘llﬁ il ulTﬂl! ILI’r...
I.J

$4,788,000 | 4 Bd 1'4.5 Bth
47Placitas.com

100 ALAMOS ROAD
PORTOLA VALLEY

1120 MAY BROWN AVENUE
MENLO PARK

868 SOUTHAMPTON DRIVE
PALO ALTO

1420 MARINOVICH WAY
LOS ALTOS

$3 988, 000 | 3 Bd I3 Bth $4,488,000 ['4 Bd | 3 Bth $3,988,00014 Bd | 2.5 Bth
1120MayBrown.com 868Southampton.com

$5,788,000 | 4 Bd | 3 Bth

100Alamos.com 1420Marinovich.com

215 HAIGHT STREET
MENLO PARK

481 STOCKBRIDGE AVE
ATHERTON

197 GREENOAKS DRIVE
ATHERTON

6 SARGENT LANE
: ATHERTON
-4.

$1,988,000 13 Bd | 2 Bth
215Haight.com

li\
$7,988,000 | 5-Bd | 5.5 Bth
197Greenoaks.com

i ..1 f . -t f -'L:l‘;‘:.' EF .j

e =y iR

|| EF@E ! Eg s - oREL '-_-F_IT""IP ’ A/#:Fd o) s

el 0N 2% LA ' : _J : y s

$12,988,000 | 6 Bd | 9 Bth
481StockbrigeAve.com

$9,488,000 | 7 Bd | 7 Bth
6Sargent.com

1449 UNIVERSITY AVENUE
PALO ALTO

717 GARLAND DRIVE
PALO ALTO

848 NASH ROAD
LOS ALTOS

76 MELANIE LANE
ATHERTON

$6988000I58d|358th
1449University.com

$3 988 000 I3 Bd l 3 Bth
717Garland.com

$6,488,000 | 4 Bd | 3.5 Bth

848NashRd.com 76Melanie.com

SEMINAR

Current Market Update: Strategies You Must
Know to Sell Your Home for Maximum Value!

@ Thur, April 11, 2024 | 6:00 - 7:00 PM followed by Q&A

Michael Repka Scan to RSVP or

ShowPlace Icon Theatre )
CEO & M Brok |l 650.543.8500
2575 California St. #601, Mountain View B = & )

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity
W X424 78 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & %k: 650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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NEWS

COUNCIL PAY

continued from page 5

stipends for cities with under
35,000 residents were limited to
$300 per month. There were only
minimal allowances for adjust-
ments to keep up with inflation,
which has risen over 300% since
limits were last set in 1984.

Ina comment made during the
March 12 meeting, Menlo Park
City Council member Maria

LEHUA GREENI\%\N
N
=

S
“Easter is
meant to be
a symbol of
hope, renewal
and new life!”

Happy Easter!
650.245.1845 COMPASS

Doerr pointed out just how
far Menlo Park City Council
compensation has fallen behind
inflation.

“In November 1965, the
amount per month for City
Council was $150,” she said. “I
enjoy looking at inflation calcu-
lators, and I was curious: What
does $150 in 1965 mean today?
Today, that would be $1,482
per month. .. What about in
November 2000 when it was set
at $640 a month? That in today’s
dollars would be $1,169.”

Currently, Menlo Park council
members are paid $640 monthly,
for a total of $7,680 yearly. They
are also eligible for retirement
and health care benefits, which
are not counted when determin-
ing pay under SB 329.

The Menlo Park City Council
has not voted to increase their
compensation since the year
2000. If Menlo Park elects to pay
each council member the maxi-
mum monthly stipend that is
now allowed, each would make

Ventana School

Summer Camp 2024

Kindergarten through 5th Grade*

At Ventana School, we believe
in the infinite potential of the
confident, curious child. Keep
your child inspired all summer
at Ventana’s Elementary
Summer Camp!

00,

2024 Weekly Themes

Week 1 (6/17-18, 20-21)
Week 2 (6/24 to 6/28)

Week 3 (7/8 to 7/12)

Week 4 (7/15 to 7/19)

Week 5 (7/22 to 7/26)
(

Week 6 (7/29 to 8/2)

MasterChef Junior
Arts & Crafts
Game Creation
Mad Scientist
Musical Theater
Wonderful Water

Conveniently located off 280 and Foothill

Expressway between El Monte Avenue

and Magdalena Avenue.

For Details and Registration, visit:

& School

1040 Border Road
Los Altos, CA 94024

ventanaschool.org/elementary-summer-camps-2024
*Open to students who will have completed K-5th grade by the summer
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$11,400 yearly, which would cost
the city $57,000 annually. This
would be a 66% pay increase.

Compensation for Menlo Park
City Council members cur-
rently ranks near the middle
of other similarly sized cities
on the Peninsula. The high-
est paid city council in the
region is Colma’s, where council
members make $961 monthly.
Whereas some city councils,
such as in Atherton, Portola
Valley and Woodside, operate
on a volunteer basis and are
uncompensated.

Despite the low monthly pay,
the job of a city council member,
even in a smaller city, is often a
very demanding one.

“There have been weeks when
the job has been more than full
time,” said Menlo Park City
Council member Jen Wolosin in
an email to this news organiza-
tion. “Duties include constituent
services, meetings with staffand
stakeholders, policy research,
regional board and committee
meetings, meeting preparation
and more.”

Other Menlo Park City
Council members agree that
high demands are often placed
on their time, which can dis-
courage people from running
for office.

“On average youre looking
at 10 to 20 hours per week — I
think even 10 hours is being very
conservative,” said Menlo Park
Vice Mayor Drew Combs. “It is
a really big time commitment,
and it is to some degree elevated
volunteerism. For a lot of people
there isn’t the ability to fit the
job in their lives when they don’t
get compensated for it. ... The
system we have is certainly one
that by default excludes a lot of
people.”

Combs has even taken time
away from his full-time job to
attend to his council duties.

“That has been a standard
part of my service in this role,”
he said. “And I have dialed into
meetings from vacation with
my family. I have dialed in some
cases from work trips too.”

The people who are most
discouraged from running for
office by time commitments and
low pay tend to be “low-income
residents, single parents, people
of color and young people,”
according to a statement released
by the League of California
Cities.

Some Bay Area council mem-
bers have even resigned before
the end of their terms, citing
high cost of living, low pay
and the need to support their
families.

In cities like Atherton where
cost of living is extraordinarily
high and council members are
not compensated, the pool of
candidates may be limited to an
even greater extent.

‘I'm excited for parents
to be able to serve
on council, folks from
diverse socioeconomic
backgrounds to be able
to serve on council,
and was excited to
see that this is an
opportunity to look
at compensation for
council members
moving forward.

MEeNLO PARK CiTY COUNCIL MEMBER
MARIA DOERR

When asked whether compen-
sating council members would
open up the opportunity to serve
to more people, Atherton Mayor
Diana Hawkins-Manuelian said
in an email “practically speak-
ing, having this be a non-paid
job, limits it to those who can
afford to work without pay and
have the time to attend meetings.
I was thrilled that we recently
brought on Stacy Holland Miles
to the council. She is a mom of
a toddler. She brings a refresh-
ingly different perspective and
lived experience to the council.
Perhaps having it be a paid
position may allow more and
different types of people to do
this work.”

Hawkins-Manuelian noted
that she has “never brought the
concept of pay up nor has it
ever been discussed by anyone”
during her three years on the
council.

Deputy City Manager/City
Clerk Anthony Suber said that
the town’s “council members all
have a profound commitment to
public service.”

Menlo Park City Council
members are excited about the
prospect of higher compensation

opening up the role to more
people.

During the March 12 City
Council meeting, Doerr said:
“I'm excited for parents to be able
to serve on council, folks from
diverse socioeconomic back-
grounds to be able to serve on
council, and was excited to see
that this is an opportunity to
look at compensation for council
members moving forward.”

However, in an area where
cost of living is so high, some
contend that looking at com-
pensation alone may not go far
enough. Combs remarked that
looking at other aspects of the
job in addition to compensation
may help to attract more diverse
candidates for local office in
Menlo Park.

“I think compensation is one
piece of it, but I would really like
to see these positions become
more attractive to a more diverse
array of folks in our communi-
ty,” he said. “I don’t know exactly
how that happens, whether it’s
compensation, or greater man-
agement of time commitment, or
some combination of things. It’s
a weakness of the system that so
few talented, smart and passion-
ate folks are able to take on this
position.”

Though the hours are long
and the pay is low, many city
council members do their work
primarily because it is important
to them.

“For many of us it’s a labor of
love for our community,” said
Wolosin. “Sadly, not everyone
who may be interested in serving
has the flexibility, support and
resources to do so.”

Hawkins-Manuelian feels sim-
ilarly, saying in an email: “The
Atherton council do this work
as a form of community service
and philanthropy. That means
more of the city funds go directly
to spending on the city. I find
this work time consuming, but
very personally rewarding.”

Menlo Park city staff plan to
host a city council compensa-
tion study session to explore
the possibility of increasing pay
for the city’s council members.
Any increase of pay that may be
adopted would go into effect in
November 2024, when city coun-
cil elections are held, or later. m

Email Contributing Writer
Eleanor Raab at
eroseraab@gmail.com

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

continued from page 10

co-locate, but Caltrain is shop-
ping around first.

Owned and operated by
the Peninsula Corridor Joint
Powers Board, Caltrain has
been serving the region since
1991, and as an organization
since 1863, according to a

statement Monday. The old-
est continually operating rail
system west of the Mississippi
River, it is planning to electrify
by 2024.

Currently, there are 78
Caltrain staff, but they expect
to grow to 177 over time so
they are looking for a space of
about 20,000 to 30,000 square
feet, for a five- to 10-year lease.

Top locations, considering dis-
tance to stations and ameni-
ties like shops and restau-
rants, include San Francisco,
Millbrae, Redwood City and
San Mateo.

Caltrain is soliciting offers. A
single PDF submission should
be sent to HQ-RFI@Caltrain.
com by 1 p.m. on April 22.

— Bay City News Service
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OSHMAN FAMILY
JCC PALO ALTO

TAUBE KORET CAMPUS

Get Ready for an
Incredible Summer!

* Traditional camps for kids from Transitional Kindergarten through Grade 6
Weekly field trips, Friday themed events and wacky water days
‘* Awesome adventures and meaningful service opportunities for teens

* Hebrew Immersion Camp available

KORET The Oshman Family JCC is proud to be a part THE KOUM FAMILY
rounpation | of the Koret Initiative on Jewish Peoplehood. FOUNDATION

Oshman Family JCC | Taube Koret Campus for Jewish Life | 3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto, CA 94303 | paloaltojcc.org | (650) 223-8700

WE GOT GAME... AND SO MUCH MORE MACCABI

Our Jewish overnight camp for grades 3-11 serves up

sports and life skills through top-notch coaching grounded SPO RTS CAMP

in Jewish values. We foster sportsmanship, teamwork and

community, helping your child grow—as an athlete, a leader REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

and a person. We offer sports training, camp activities
and more, on CSU East Bay's outstanding campus.

PERFECT YOUR SERVE...
AND YOUR S’MOR =Iu,

~ AND LIFELONG FRIENDSHIPS x

AND OURTRADITIONS -~

- o S -

KORET | The Oshman Family JCC is proud to be a part
rounpation | of the Koret Initiative on Jewish Peoplehood.
THE KOUM FAMILY POWER IN ‘

FOUNDATION FoND R

OSHMAN FAMILY
JCC PALO ALTO

Oshman Family JCC | Taube Koret Campus for Jewish Life | 3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto, CA 94303 | paloaltojcc.org | (650) 223-8700 R
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Summer Day
Camp

ALL GIRLS « PALO ALTO

Camp for Girls
Entering Grades 2-6

Counselor Training for Girls
Entering Grades 7-9

Art o Sports « Music o Swimming « Drama o Cooking
Writing « History « Dance o Field Trips « Crafts
Science o Games « Tinkering o And more!

r\ ° °
&P Castllleja REGISTER TODAY! castilleja.org/casticamp

SUBMISSION + DETAILS

PeninsulaContest2024.artcall.org

APRIL 14

DIVISIONS
ADULT & YOUTH

CATEGORIES

LANDSCAPES
PORTRAITS
WILDLIFE
MOMENTS
ABSTRACT
TRAVEL

2024

PHOTO
CONTEST

presented by

Palo Alto Weekly &
Palo Alto Art Center

20 » The Almanac m AlmanacNews.com m March 29, 2024



N EWS

HOUSING ELEMENT

continued from page |

program implementation with
the priorities being the creation
of affordable housing on the
city-owned downtown parking
lots, the preparation of an anti-
displacement strategy plan and
an update to the city’s Below
Market Rate Housing Program
guidelines,” she also said.

Chow noted that the hous-
ing element does include “a
midcycle review to evaluate
housing-production levels, the
effectiveness of zoning changes
that have been implemented
and potential governmental
constraints. Depending on the
tindings, modifications could be
recommended to improve effec-
tiveness and reduce barriers.”

Jeremy Levine, policy manag-
er for the nonprofit organization
Housing Leadership Council
of San Mateo County, praised
Menlo Park for a feat that only
a few jurisdictions in the area
have achieved so far.

“Menlo Park’s housing ele-
ment reflects the commitment
of staff and the City Council
to promote housing affordabil-
ity,” Levine said in an email to
this news organization. “The
housing element commits to a
number of important policies
that will enable more hous-
ing options in the community,
including rezoning in its down-
town, dedication of city-owned
parking lots for deeply afford-
able homes and implementa-
tion of tenant protections. The
rezoning especially is essential
to produce the housing Menlo
Park needs.”

However, Levine pointed out
that further adjustments in the
years to come may be necessary
to keep on track with the hous-
ing goals.

Though the rezoning called
for in Menlo Park’s housing
element makes a difference, he
said, “it still may not provide
adequate capacity for the city
to meet its affordable-housing
goals, which can only be met
by a mix of 100% affordable
and mixed-income market-rate
development.”

Depending on a mandatory
midcycle review for the housing
element in 2027, he also said,
the city “may need to further
rezone for more housing. The
city’s housing element already
includes a program recognizing
this potential necessity.”

Additional policy changes
may be required as well, he said.

“There are challenging ques-
tions for the city like does Menlo
Park have the staff capacity
to approve developments in a
timely manner,” he said. “If not,
the city may need to streamline
entitlement processes so devel-
opments can move forward on
a faster timeline. And that’s just

one example. The housing ele-
ment lessens some constraints
to housing, but it leaves many
more in place so we’ll just have
to see if developments are able
to overcome those barriers or if
more changes will be necessary.”

Menlo Park has been working
on its housing element for the
current cycle since March 2021.
The city submitted what was to
be the first of four iterations in
July 2022. The state sent back the
last three drafts for further revi-
sion before granting conditional
approval to the fourth, which the
city filed in early November 2023.

The City Council adopted
latest amendments to the hous-
ing element on Jan. 23, 2024.
The city’s housing plan is on its
website at menlopark.gov/hous-
ingelement. m

Email Editor Angela Swartz at
aswartz@almanacnews.com
and Contributing Writer

Neil Gonzales at
ngonzales92@yahoo.com.

YOUTH

much more.

JUN 24-JUL 5
2024

MON-FRI

10:00AM - 3:00PM
LUNCH INCLUDED

9 20900 McClellan Rd
Cupertino, CA 95014

Scan here to
learn more

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

SUMMER CAMP (GRADE 6-12)

Delve into the world of entrepreneurship
& startup, learn innovation & business
fundamentals, industry research,
problem-solving skills, public speaking
skills, learn in depth about business
majors in college applications, and

CONTACT US

FOLLOW US ON

HONORED

continued from page 5

community for working together.

Jules’ godmother made the call
to dispatchers, and her calm-
ness on the call was also com-
mended by Lorenzen. Dispatchers
included Veronica Ochoa,
Amy Issenmann and Melanie
Marasigan.

Erica Daly, Kristin Andruska
and Jennifer Lin were honored
for taking action before first
responders arrived.

“We have responders who are
so good, there’s no way to put
it into words, but all of you
together saved Jules’ life, and I'm
forever grateful,” said Valerie
Frederickson, host of the party,
joking that buying a home near
a fire department was the right
move.

“Thank you so much for not
giving up,” said Jule’s father, Jason
Arguello, thanking the commu-
nity and officers. “Thank you for

?E DU

( 408 -216-9109
info@7edu.org
@ www.7edu.org

]

o] {10

@7edu @7edu @7edu_academy

Courtesy Jon Johnston
6-year-old Jules Arguello, second to the right, was saved by
bystanders and first responders in February 2024 after she was found
unresponsive on a trampoline at a Menlo Park home.

attending certification classes.
My baby is here because of you
guys.”

Board members urged attendees
to receive CPR training. Menlo
Park’s Fire District will hold its

next First Aid and CPR training
on April 6 at 2470 Pulgas Ave.m

Email Contributing
Writer Joshua Picazo at
joshuadpicazo@gmail.com.

“The writer is an explorer.”
- Ralph Waldo Emerson

WRITENOW!

y OUMMERIWRITINGIC

JULY 8 - AUGUST 2
« Expository Writing
* Creative Writing
* Presentation Skills

All courses are directed by the distinguished faculty
of Emerson Montessori Schools of Palo Alto and
Pleasanton. Breaks are taken for snacks, lunch,
physical exercise, and social interaction. Parents
are welcome at afternoon presentations.

Grades: 2-8
Hours:
10:00am — 4:00pm

Free extended care available

Cost:

1 week:
2 weeks:
3 weeks:

$650
$1,275
$1,875

Emerson

e 55 « PaloAlto

« Pleasanton

or'(""
Schools *

For applications and information:
www.emersonmontessori.com
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LIST WITH THE DELEON TEAM FOR

3 5%

OR LESS
Total Commission j

And still enjoy COMPLIMENTARY access to our vast
experience and top-notch services in:

Michael Repka

Marketi
: Hc?rrngtlg—gp DRE #01854880
* Inspections 650.488.7325
e Staging
[ J

Legal Services through Integra Law Group, LLP
... and much more!

We've entered a new era in real estate, where Sellers

do not need to pay 2.5% or more for the Buyer's Agent.
Most of our Sellers elect to offer only $10,000 to

the Buyer’s Agent. Should the agent seek additional
compensation, the Buyer can cover the difference.
Alternatively, the Deleon Buyer's Team will represent that
_ Buyer on our listings without any charge. Yes, we're even
deleon 4 waiving the $10,000!

This client-centric approach not only saves our Sellers
money but also draws more Buyers to our listings. It's no
wonder we are the #1 Listing Team in Silicon Valley!

Caution: Despite a recent court case, some other agents
still advocate for high commissions.

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com |
Equal Housing Opportunity | A X 55758 Z Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 E&:
650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224

S e =
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LIST WITH THE DELEON TEAM FOR

3.5% OR LESS
TOTAL COMMISSION

~ ' We have entered a new era where sellers no longer need to pay 2.5% or more
to the buyer’s agent. Most of our sellers now offer only $10,000 to the buyer’s
agent, and if the agent wants more, the buyer covers the difference - if not, the

DelLeon Buyer's Team will represent the buyer on our listing at no charge, even

deleon . : waiving the $10,000! This client-centric approach saves our sellers money and
R

eatty Al . boosts buyer interest.

Our sellers work directly with Michael Repka, Audrey Sun, and our team of
talented in-house professionals. They also enjoy access to our robust list of
complimentary services, industry-leading marketing, and targeted outreach to
the Chinese and Indian communities. Our record of success sets us apart from
the competition. Schedule an appointment today to experience firsthand why
so many Silicon Valley residents have entrusted us with selling their homes!

764 PARMA WAY 40 SANTA MARIA AVE 963 VAN AUKEN CIRCLE
LOS ALTOS PORTOLA VALLEY PALO ALTO
SOLD FOR SOLD FOR SOLD FOR
$4,200,000 $4,000,000 $2,700,000
RECEIVED 24 OFFERS RECEIVED 6 OFFERS RECEIVED 17 OFFERS
SOLD FOR $1.2M+ OVER ASKING SOLD FOR $500K+OVER ASKING SOLD FOR $700K+ OVER ASKING
ONLY $10K PAID TO BUYER’S AGENT 1% PAID TO BUYER’'S AGENT ONLY $10K PAID TO BUYER’S AGENT

| Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | Contact us today!
650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com ' .
th S5 S % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 ¢ Michael Repka

deleon B &G 650.785.5822 | Equal Housing Opportunity | J DRE #01854880
REALTY Deleon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 ; 650.488.7325
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Public

Notices

REPAIR CARPET CALIFORNIA

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.: M-296961

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) REPAIR CARPET CALIFORNIA , located at 1451
Beach Park Blvd, Unit 201, Foster City, CA, 94404.
Registered owner(s):

AHMED KHELFALLAH

1451 Beach Park Blvd, Unit 201

Foster City, CA, 94404

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact business

under the fictitious business name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-

Recorder of San Mateo County on March 19, 2024.

(ALM Mar 29, Apr 5,12 and 19, 2024)

MONDAY BEAUTY CO.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.: M-296833

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) MONDAY BEAUTY CO., located at 211 Park Rd,
Burlingame, CA 94010.

Registered owner(s):

SAUTING LEE

211 Park Rd

Burlingame, CA 94010

YUQIN CHEN

211 Park Rd

Burlingame, CA 94010

State of Incorporation/Organization: California
This business is conducted by: a General
Partnership.

Registrant has begun to transact business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
03/05/2024.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-

Recorder of San Mateo County on March 05, 2024.

(ALM Mar 15, 22, 29 and Apr 5, 2024)

MB POOL SERVICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.: M-296836

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) MB POOL SERVICE,, located at 1035 Bradley
Way, East Palo Alto, CA 94303.

Registered owner(s):

AGUSTIN MACIAS BARRAGAN

1035 Bradley Way

East Palo Alto, CA 94303

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact business

under the fictitious business name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-

Recorder of San Mateo County on March 05, 2024.

(ALM Mar 29, Apr 5,12 and 19, 2024)

PAMILYA

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.: M-296947

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) PAMILYA, located at 756 Woodside Rd,
Redwood City, CA, 94061. Mailing Address: 68
SELBY LANE Atherton, CA 94027

Registered owner(s):

JGY HOLDINGS LL.C

68 Selby Lane

Atherton, CA, 94027

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA

This business is conducted by: a Limited Liability
Company.

Registrant has not yet begun to transact business

under the fictitious business name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-

Recorder of San Mateo County on March 15, 2024.

(ALM Mar 29, Apr 5,12 and 19, 2024)

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA

This business is conducted by: a Limited Liability
Company.

Registrant has not yet begun to transact business

under the fictitious business name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-

Recorder of San Mateo County on March 15, 2024.

(ALM Mar 29, Apr 5,12 and 19, 2024)

PRETTIEHAIR

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.: M-296846

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) PRETTIEHAIR, located at 37 E 3RD AVE,

SAN MATEO CA, 94401. Mailing Address: 97
LAKEWOOD CIR, San Mateo, CA 94402
Registered owner(s):

XIAOMING XU

97 LAKEWOOD CIR

SAN MATEOQ, CA, 94402

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has begun to transact business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
03/06/2024.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-

Recorder of San Mateo County on March 06, 2024.

(ALM Mar 29, Apr 5,12 and 19, 2024)

FULLBRAND LEGAL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.: M-296953

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) FULLBRAND LEGAL, located at 2806 Hillside
Drive, Burlingame, CA 94010.

Registered owner(s):

AMANDA MITCHELL RINKOFF

2806 Hillside Drive

Burlingame, CA 94010

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact business

under the fictitious business name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-

Recorder of San Mateo County on March 18, 2024.

(ALM Mar 29, Apr 5,12 and 19, 2024)

INNER OAK WELLNESS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.: M-296717

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) INNER OAK WELLNESS, located at 222 8th Ave.
Apt 314, San Mateo, CA 94401. Mailing Address:
700 El Camino Real, Suite 120, Menlo Park, CA
94025.

Registered owner(s):

DEBORAH J. MENET

700 El Camino Real, Suite 120

Menlo Park, CA 94025

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact business

under the fictitious business name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-
Recorder of San Mateo County on February 22,
2024.

(ALM Mar 22, 29, Apr 5 and 12, 2024)

FRESH FOCUS FILMS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-296954

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) FRESH FOCUS FILMS,, located at 45 Tintern
Lane, Portola Valley, CA 94028.

Registered owner(s):

NICHOLAS CHURCHILL TIDMARSH

45Tintern Lane

Portola Valley, CA 94028

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact business

under the fictitious business name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-

Recorder of San Mateo County on March 18, 2024.

(ALM Mar 29, Apr 5,12 and 19, 2024)

MENLO PSYCHOLOGY

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.: M-296959

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) MENLO PSYCHOLOGY,, located at 420 Santa
Rita Ave, Menlo Park, CA 94025. Mailing Address:
PO BOX 441, 655 Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park, CA
94025.

Registered owner(s):

CAROLINE FULLERTON STONE

PO BOX 441, 655 OAK GROVE AVE

Menlo Park, CA 94025

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact business

under the fictitious business name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-

Recorder of San Mateo County on March 19, 2024.

(ALM Mar 29, Apr 5,12 and 19, 2024)

ELIO ACADEMY OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.: M-296950

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) ELIO ACADEMY OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES ,
located at 2108 N ST, STE N, SACRAMENTO, CA
95816.

Registered owner(s):

SOL SCIENTIFIC LLC

2108 N ST, STEN

SACRAMENTO, CA 95816

PV PICKLEBALL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.: M-296806

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) PV PICKLEBALL , located at 765 Portola Road,
Portola Valley, CA 94028.

Registered owner(s):

CYNTHIA ROWE

333 Ramona Road

Portola Valley, CA 94028

STEPHEN ROWE

333 Ramona Road

Portola Valley, CA 94028

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA

This business is conducted by: an Unincorporated
Assoc. Other Than a Partnership.

Registrant has not yet begun to transact business

under the fictitious business name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-

Recorder of San Mateo County on March 01, 2024.

(ALM Mar 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2024)

HUSH LITTLE OWL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-296677

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) HUSH LITTLE OWL, located at 1460 Flores
Drive, Pacifica, CA, 94044.

Registered owner(s):

LENA CAROLINE GRATZ

1460 Flores Drive

Pacifica, CA, 94044

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County Clerk-
Recorder of San Mateo County on February 16,
2024.

(ALM Mar 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2024)

ADVENTURES IN WINE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.: M-296674

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) ADVENTURES IN WINE, located at 440 Talbert
St, Daly City, CA 94014.

Registered owner(s):

BARSAC, INC.

440Talbert St.

Daly City, CA 94014

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA

This business is conducted by: a Corporation.
Registrant has begun to transact business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
09/01/1987.

This statement was filed with the County Clerk-
Recorder of San Mateo County on February 16,
2024.

(ALM Mar 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2024)

SILICON VALLEY INTERPRETING SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.: M-296594

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) SILICON VALLEY INTERPRETING SERVICES,
located at 707 Bradford St Apt 313, Redwood City,
CA 94063. San Mateo County.

Registered owner(s):

RUBY S. SLOVER

707 Bradford Street, Apt 313

Redwood City, CA 94063

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County Clerk-
Recorder of San Mateo County on February 08,
2024.

(ALM Mar 15, 22,29 and Apr 5, 2024)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF

CALIFORNIA FORTHE COUNTY OF SAN MATEO
Case No.: 24CIV01395

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Petitioner: POLINA MOISEEVA filed a petition with
this court for a decree changing names as follows:
POLINA MOISEEVA to POLINA REZHETS

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested
in this matter appear before this court at the
hearing indicated below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of name should

not be granted. Any person objecting to the
name changes described above must file a
written objection that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written objection

is timely filed, the court may grant the petition
without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: 05/09/2024, 9:00 AM, MC
of the Superior Court of California, County of San
Mateo, located at 400 County Center, Redwood
City, CA 94063.

A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall

be published at least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date set for hearing
on the petition in the following newspaper of
general circulation, printed in this county:
ALMANAC

Date: 03/11/2024

NEAL ITANIGUCHI

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

(ALM Mar 22, 29, Apr 5 and 12, 2024)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF

CALIFORNIA FORTHE COUNTY OF SAN MATEO
Case No.: 24CIV00947

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Petitioner: SHELLEY KNOWLTON & ADAM MILLER
filed a petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:

ZOE MAEVE MILLER to SCOTTIE MAEVE MILLER
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested
in this matter appear before this court at the
hearing indicated below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of name should

not be granted. Any person objecting to the
name changes described above must file a
written objection that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written objection

is timely filed, the court may grant the petition
without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: 04/23/2024, 9:00am,
Southern Branch of the Superior Court of
California, County of San Mateo, located at 400
County Center, Redwood City, CA 94063.

A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall

be published at least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date set for hearing
on the petition in the following newspaper of
general circulation, printed in this county:
ALMANAC

Date: 02/23/2024

Elizabeth Lee

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(ALM Mar 15, 22, 29 and Apr 5, 2024)

ORDERTO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF

CALIFORNIA FORTHE COUNTY OF SAN MATEO
Case No.: 24CIV01007

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Petitioner: Nao Mastrangelo filed a petition with
this court for a decree changing names as follows:
SORA AIYANA MASTRANGELO to SORA FUJISAWA
MASTRANGELO

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested

in this matter appear before this court at the
hearing indicated below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of name should

not be granted. Any person objecting to the
name changes described above must file a
written objection that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written objection

is timely filed, the court may grant the petition
without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: 04/30/2024, 9:00am,
Superior court of San Mateo County of the
Superior Court of California, County of San Mateo,
located at 400 County Center, Redwood City, CA
94063.

A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall

be published at least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date set for hearing
on the petition in the following newspaper of
general circulation, printed in this county:
ALMANAC

Date: 02/28/2024

Hessen Ladcani

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

(ALM Mar 15, 22,29 and Apr 5, 2024)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FORTHE COUNTY OF SAN MATEO
Case No.: 24-CIV-00761

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Petitioner: Elizabeth Mills Berry filed a petition
with this court for a decree changing names as
follows:

ELIZABETH MILLS BERRY to ELIZABETH BERRY
GIPS

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested
in this matter appear before this court at the
hearing indicated below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person objecting to the
name changes described above must file a
written objection that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written objection
is timely filed, the court may grant the petition
without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: 04/15/2024, 9:00AM, Civil
Department of the Superior Court of California,
County of San Mateo, located at 400 County
Center, Redwood City, CA 94063.

A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall

be published at least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date set for hearing
on the petition in the following newspaper of
general circulation, printed in this county:
ALMANAC

Date: 02/15/2024

Elizabeth Lee

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

(ALM Mar 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2024)

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
EDWIN BLUE

Case No.: 24-PRO-00319

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or both, of EDWIN
BLUE.

A Petition for Probate has been filed by: TODD
YANCEY in the Superior Court of California,
County of SAN MATEO.

The Petition for Probate requests that:

TODD YANCEY be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.

A HEARING on the petition will be held on April
03 2024 at 9:00 am in Department 1 of the
Superior Court of California, County of San Mateo,
located at 400 County Center, Redwood City, CA
94063.

If you object to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the
decedent, you must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative, as
defined in section 58 (b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or
personal delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code. Other
California statutes and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court. If you
are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal
of estate assets or of any petition or account

as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form is available from
the court clerk.

Petitioner in Pro Per:

Todd Yancey

PO Box 1410

Menlo Park, CA 94026

650-365-6100

(ALM Mar 22, 29 and Apr 5,2024)

SUMMONS Case No. 23-CIV-06104

(CITACION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT (A VISO AL
DEMANDADO): JULIE HAHN, DOES 1to 10
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: (LO ESTA
DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):

SHIRLEY KRAUS, Trustee of the Shirley Kraus
Family Trust Dated February 21, 2017

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may
decide against you without your being heard
unless you respond Within 30 days. Read the
information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a writ-
ten response at this court and have a copy served
on the plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not pro-
tect you. Your written response must be in proper
legal form if you want the court to hear your case.
There may be a court form that you can use for
your response. You can find these court forms and
more Information at the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
your county law library, or the courthouse nearest
you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the court
clerk for a fee waiver form. If you do not file your
response on time, you may lose the case by de-
fault, and your wages, money, and property may
be taken without further warning from the court.
There are other legal requirements. You may want
to call an attorney right away. If you do not know
an attorney, you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney,
you may be eligible for free legal services from a
nonprofit legal services program. You can locate
these nonprofit groups at the California Legal
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org),
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting
your local court or county bar association. NOTE:
The court has a statutory lien for waived fees and
costs on any settlement or arbitration award of
$10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien
must be paid before the court will dismiss the
case. jAVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decidir en su
contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la informacion
a continuacioén. Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO
después de que le entreguen esta citacion y
papeles legales para presentar una respuesta por
escrito en esta corte y hacer que se entregue una
copia al demandante. Una carta o una llamada
telefénica no lo protegen. Su respuesta por
escrito tiene que estar en formato legal correcto
si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda
usar para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos
formularios de la corte y mas informacion en

el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes de
su condado o en la corte que le quede mas cerca.
Si no puede pagar la cuota de presentacion, pida
al secretario de la corte que le dé un formulario
de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta

su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el caso

por incumplimientoy la corte le podra quitar

su sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales. Es recomendable
que llame a un abogado inmediatamente. Si no
conoce a un abogado, puede llamar a un servicio
de remision a abogados. Si no puede pagar a

un abogado, es posible que cumpla con los
requisitos para obtener servicios legales gratuitos
de un programa de servicios legales sin fines de
lucro. Puede encontrar estos grupos sin fines de
lucro en el sitio web de California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro de
Ayuda de las Cortes de California, (www.sucorte.
ca.gov) o poniéndose en contacto con la corte

o el colegio de abogados locales. AVISO: Por ley,
la corte tiene derecho a reclamar las cuotas y los
costos exentos por imponer un gravamen sobre
cualquier recuperacién de $10,000 mas de valor
recibida mediante un acuerdo o una concesion
de arbitraje en un caso de derecho civil. Tiene que
pagar el gravamen de la corte antes de que la
corte pueda desechar el caso.

The name and address of the court is (El nombre
y direccion de la corte es):

San Mateo County Superior Court, 400 County
Center, Redwood City, CA 94063

The name, address, and telephone number

of plaintiff's attorney, or plaintiff without an
attorney, is

(El nombre, la direccién y el numero de teléfono
del abogado del demandante, o del demandante
que no tiene abogado, es):

Stanley W. Smith/SBN 72728 Niven & Smith,
LLP, 275 Battery Street, Suite 1120, San
Francisco, CA 94111; (415) 981-5451

DATE (Fecha): 12/22/2023

NEAL I. TANIGUCHI, Clerk,

by /s/ Anthony Berini, Deputy Clerk
(Secretario) (Adjunto)

NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are served
(ALM Mar 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2024)

To place a legal notice visit
AlmanacNews.com/legal_notices/
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MARCO TROPER

continued from page 5

In high school, Marco also
published a math paper on
Harris Graphs while studying
graph theory during a sum-
mer program at the University
of Michigan. He also qualified
for the American Invitational
Mathematics Examination, a
challenging exam that only stu-
dents who rank in the top 2.5% to
5% the American Mathematics
Competition qualify for.

Menlo’s head of school, Than
Healy, recalls Marco’s ability
to take up difficult challenges
and to approach them with
an “innovative, entrepreneurial
spirit.”

He also played leading roles in
clubs such as the school’s hack-
athon and started the student
Jewish Affinity Group.

“What he really enjoyed was
figuring out how to explore and
employ tools and systems in
ways that others hadn’t thought
of before,” Healy said. “He had a
pioneer spirit to him and I think
his teachers and peers really
appreciated that about him.”

Aside from math and science
abilities, those who knew Marco
describe his radiant personal-
ity as kind, warm, curious and
happy.

“His kind soul left an indel-
ible mark on all who knew him,
reminding us to embrace our
true selves and live with unwav-
ering compassion,” said his best
friend of three years, Drake
Piscione. “Marco was brilliant
and full of ambition, destined
for greatness. What made our
bond so special was our ability
to laugh together, to find humor
even in the toughest of times.
As a person, he had a heart of
gold that radiated kindness
and warmth. Being with him
was like being blessed with this
incredible energy that just made
life better.”

Marco’s kindness stretched
to people across the world as he
had a passion for adventure and
immersing in different cultures,
said Dennis.

During a few months in high
school he attended The Island
School in the Bahamas, meeting
other students from different
states and countries. Some flew
from as far as Vietnam to attend
his funeral in February.

“He was just a fun, curi-
ous, social, beautiful kid that
would make anyone smile,” said
Dennis.

As the middle child of five
kids, Susan and Dennis reflected
on his kindness toward his
siblings, especially his strong
relationship with his younger
sisters. As the neighborhood
babysitter, younger kids also
enjoyed Marco’s presence.

“Marco was that combina-
tion of kind and talented and

‘His kind soul left an indelible mark on all who
knew him, reminding us to embrace our true
selves and live with unwavering compassion.’

DRAKE PiSCIONE, MARCO TROPER’S BEST FRIEND

the world will miss the positive
contributions he would have
made that would have helped
make the lives of others better,”
Healy said.

On Feb. 21, friends and family
gathered for a memorial service
to celebrate Marco’s life. During
the service, his siblings sang the
song “Yellow” by Coldplay, a nod

to his favorite color being yellow
as a child.

“Our family believes that he has
been bringing all the rainbows to
the Bay Area,” said Susan. “When
we came home right after he died,
we saw rainbows all over the road
on the left, on the right, double
rainbows that persisted through-
out the week.”

Dennis added: “We thinkit’s a
sign of Marco just looking after
his siblings and after us.”

Marco is survived by his
parents, four siblings and his
grandmother Esther Wojcicki.
His parents plan to create math
scholarships in his name.

Asamessage to others, Piscione
said: “Follow Marco’s example
and live a life of no regrets. Life’s
too short not to pursue your pas-
sions and find happiness.” m

Email Staff Writer
Jennifer Yoshikoshi at
jyoshikoshi@almanacnews.com.

Courtesy Susan Wojcicki
Menlo School alumni and former
University of California, Berkeley

math student.

es Creevy, MD
April 22, 1936 - March 3, 2024

After several years of declining health, Dr Don Charles
Creevy, 87, died peacefully in his sleep on March 3rd, 2024.
Don’s life was enriched by a rewarding medical career, a de-
voted family, cherished friendships, much laughter, a lifelong
passion for classical music and high-quality audio equipment,
and a deep love for travel photography.

Oliver F. Hook
October 10, 1924 — March 7, 2024

Oliver Franklin Hook of
Scottsdale, Arizona, a Navy
fighter pilot in WWII, mem-
ber of “Americas Greatest
Generation”, died peacefully
March 7 surrounded by his two
sons. He was 99.

Bornin Kansas City, Missouri
October 10, 1924 to Ralph and
Ruby Hook, he learned the
value of hard work early. He
grew up with three brothers on
the ‘Hook & Son’s Dairy’ farm
in Lee’s Summit, Missouri, at-
tending grade school and high school there, where he excelled
in athletics and academics. His athletic prowess in football,
baseball, basketball and track eventually led to his induction
into the “Lee’s Summit High School Sports Hall of Fame” in

Don cultivated enduring friendships with nearly everyone
he encountered, leaving a profound mark on their lives. At his
retirement celebration in 2010, over 300 friends and family
members gathered to honor his legacy and the deep connec-
tions he fostered, reflecting his widespread influence. With his
compassionate listening ear and genuine warmth, Don touched
the hearts of all who knew him.

Dr. Don Charles Creevy was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
He earned his M.D. from the University of Minnesota Medical
School and relocated to California to commence an OB/GYN
residency at Stanford University, subsequently establishing his
own private practice. Don facilitated the delivery of over 6,000
babies, consistently advocating for optimal birthing experiences
for both mothers and infants. During the 1970s and 1980s, his
pioneering efforts to integrate midwifery into hospital and birth
center settings were unprecedented. As a trailblazer in his field,
he played a pivotal role in the establishment of the Birth Place
Resource Center and, later, The Birth Place, providing care for
1,200 mothers and newborns. Don’s unwavering commitment
to patient advocacy in childbirth and healthcare remained
steadfast; many of the principles he championed during those
formative years are now standard practice in the field.

Don is survived by his wife of 37 years, Ginger Hummer
Creevy, his daughter and son-in law, Catherine Creevy and
Aksel Fjaera, his daughter and son-in law, Kristin Creevy Lewis
and Marc Lewis, his stepdaughter Nancy Niland and son-in-law
Andrew Edwards, and his stepson Michael Hummer. He is also
survived by his grandchildren Lauren Creevy Love, McKaila
Lewis, Tessa Lewis, Sara and Bill Danielsson, Samuel Shatsky,
Karijanne Pleifler and Adrian Haavik-Marthinussen. Don was
proceeded in death by his parents, Charles Donald Creevy and
Alice Creevy, his son Jonathan Creevy, his former wife Anne
Creevy, and his brother Mike Creevy.

Donations in his honor can be made to: TogetherWomenrise.
org, Chapter 32. Don was a great supporter to Ginger who
founded the local Portola Valley chapter in 2012 which donates
funds to empower the poorest women and girls (families living
ononly $2-4 per day) though health care programs, education,
safety, financial literacy and gender equality worldwide.

PAID OBITUARY

until 1965.

Grayhawk.

2015. At the ceremony, a former coach wrote, “Oliver was,
quite simply, one of best natural athletes I've ever seen”.
After graduation, Oliver enrolled at University of Missouri
in 1942. Like so many of his peers, his college years were in-
terrupted by the war. He enlisted in the Navy, entering the
aviation program, earning his wings in 1944, graduating
third from the top of his class. A gifted pilot, he continued as
a Naval instrument instructor and flew in the Naval Reserves

At the conclusion of the war, Oliver re-enrolled at the
University of Missouri in 1944, lettering in baseball and
graduating with top academic honors. He returned to Lee’s
Summit becoming owner of ‘Hook Truck and Tractor’ and
a Buick dealership. He met and married Elizabeth (Betty)
Kuhr, a nurse in Kansas City, in 1952, and their first son
Stephen was born a year later.

In 1958, Oliver moved his young family to the San Francisco
Bay Area to earn his MBA in Finance from University of
California, Berkeley. The family settled in Menlo Park as
their second son John was born in 1960.

Oliver embarked on a nearly 50 year career as a suc-
cessful stock-broker in Palo Alto, serving as president of
The Peninsula Stock and Bond Club, the Sharon Heights
Homeowners Association, and Sharon Heights Country
Club. He was also an active member of First Methodist
Church in Palo Alto. He excelled as a skier, tennis player
and golfer winning numerous club tournaments. He moved
to Scottsdale in 2019, spending his final years at the Vi in

Oliver was most proud of his family. Married for 55 years
to “Betty” until her death in 2007, he was a devoted husband,
father, and grandfather. He is survived by his brother Jim
Hook (92) Raleigh N.C., sons Stephen (71) and wife Jessica of
Salt Lake City, Utah. John (64) and Gina Hook of Scottsdale,
AZ. and four grandchildren: Steve’s son Adam (42). John’s
twin sons Kendall and Michael (19) and Makena (18).

A graveside service is planned in Lee’s Summit, Missouri
this fall, on what would have been Mr. Hook’s 100th birth-
day. He will be interred with his wife Elizabeth.

PAID OBITUARY
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PEOPLE AND PERFORMANCES IN ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Jazz composer and pianist

Marta Simchez

to perform five Palo Alto shows

Earthwise Productions hosts musician
for concerts April 1-5

By Karla Kane

or pianist and composer Marta
F Sanchez, one of the most appeal-

ing things about jazz is its creative
freedom of expression, even when playing
within a set program.

“The possibility of being different every
time, depending on the people you are
playing with,” she mused. “The fact that
you can create in the moment with other
people, or by yourself.”

The Madrid-raised, New York City-
based Sanchez will come to Palo Alto
April 1-5 to play a run of five concerts
at the Mitchell Park Community Center
(Sanchez’s residency is part of a series
of eight piano-centric shows in a row at
that venue, all put together by Earthwise
Productions).

Growing up in Spain, Sanchez studied
classical music and began getting into jazz
as a teenager. A teacher at her conservato-
ry started giving her favorite recordings to
listen to, she recalled, “and I started liking
it more and more.” Soon, she was training
in jazz and contemporary music, touring
jazz festivals around Spain and win-
ning national and international awards.
A 2011 Fulbright Scholarship brought
her to New York University, where she
earned a master’s degree in music, and
she’s made herself at home among New
York’s creative scene, earning a reputation
as an engaging and inventive musician.

Keeping up a very busy international
touring and performance schedule, she’s
also released several acclaimed records,
most often with her quintet, including
2015’s “Partenika,” which the New York
Times hailed as one of the 10 best albums
of the year.

Despite her love of “the act of creation
in the moment,” she is also very deliberate
and dedicated to each of her projects as a
unique entity.

“Talways write for a specific project — the
music is very focused on that project,” she
explained. “For the way I write, I write very
specifically for each instrument. I write
based on who's participating.”

Sanchez said she’s very excited about
her next upcoming release, which was
recorded with her trio. That album,
“Perpetual Void,” is due out from Intakt
Records on April 19 and features Sdnchez
on piano, Chris Tordini on bass and the
Bay Area-raised Savannah Harris on
drums.

She’ll be playing solo, though, at her Palo
Alto shows, with songs specifically written
for solo piano.

“The way I normally compose is by cre-
ating independent layers that interweave
with each other, creating the final tapes-
try. While writing for solo piano, I thought
about how to generate different timbres
within the piano,” she explained. As she

Art in motion

Natasha Carlitz Dance Ensemble creates choreography from

paintings and sculptures with ‘Gallery’

Jazz pianist and composer Marta Sanchez performs in Palo Alto during the first week of April.

composed, she endeavored to prepare the
piano to create these varied sounds, plac-
ing objects on or in between the strings to
modify the tone.

“I use tape, magnets, paper, Blu Tack
(adhesive putty), crystal rolls and paper
clips distributed over the piano and that
way I have different textures and colors
within the same instrument,” she said.

She started writing these pieces sev-
eral years ago, while participating in
an artist residency at New Hampshire’s
rural MacDowell colony (from which she
received fellowships in 2017 and 2021),
where the surrounding environment made
its way into her music.

“Back then my main inspiration was the
nature and the sounds around my cabin,”
she recalled, as the chilly winter wind blew,
sometimes softly, sometimes violently.
Later, new themes emerged.

“I finished the pieces during the pan-
demic, and the inspiration switched. Now
it was more about dark thoughts and philo-
sophical ideas.”

And after her local performances, she’ll
also be spending some of her time in the
Bay Area in the studio making her next
record, consisting of this solo material.

“That’s why it’s great for me to play all
these songs” during her time in Palo Alto,
she said.

According to Earthwise’s event listings,
in addition to Sdnchez, the bills will include
other artists. Pianist and composer Ethan
Iverson (best known, perhaps, for his work
as a founding member of The Bad Plus) will
perform at the first two shows, on April 1
and 2, with Motoko Honda Group booked
for April 3, Dick Fregulia and Dick Conte
trios April 4, and Myra Melford and Ben
Goldberg April 5.

Séanchez has performed in Palo Alto
twice in recent years, as a duo and with her
quintet, and said she’s looking forward to
her upcoming stay.

“Tlove the West Coast,” she said. “T always
love to be there. Nice weather, nice food,
and more relaxed than New York.” m

Email Assistant Lifestyle Editor Karla
Kane at kkane@almanacnews.com.

Marta Sanchez performs April 1-5 at
Mitchell Park Community Center, 3700
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Tickets
are $5-$18 for each show. For more
information, visit eventbrite.com.

By Heather Zimmerman

ou could say that Natasha
YCarlitz Dance Ensemble’s

latest show is a bit of a
museum piece — one that spans
centuries and styles of art. “Gal-
lery” is a series of vignettes that
bring works of visual art to life
through dance. The Palo Alto-
based dance company presents
the show March 29-30 at Cub-
berley Theatre.

The ensemble’s artistic direc-
tor and founder, Menlo Park
resident Natasha Carlitz, said
she was looking to do a more
diverse and varied show, fol-
lowing up an all-Mozart piece
“In Parting,” that was spurred
by the death of a close friend
and focused on a singular
subject.

“I don’t remember exactly
where the idea came from,” she
said, “but I thought, ‘art is so

26 m The Almanac m AlmanacNews.com m March 29, 2024

different, and if I base works on
different paintings and sculp-
tures, they will take me in dif-
ferent directions and they will
be associated with different
types of music and different
types of movement. It'll be fun
for the dancers to get to do a lot
of different things after being
very classical in the Mozart
piece.”

See ART IN MOTION, page 27

=

—
Courtesy Natasha Carlitz Dance Ensemble

Natasha Carlitz Dance Ensemble presents “Gallery,” a show of works
inspired by paintings and sculpture.



ARTSCENE

Peninsula high schooler creates artwork for orchestra concert

Golden State Youth Orchestra brings to life phantasmagoric 19th century symphony through music and art

By Ashwini Gangal

poser Hector Berlioz wrote

a symphony for the object
of his obsession, actress Harriet
Smithson. Titled “Symphonie
Fantastique,” it tells the story of
an artist whose unrequited love
takes him down a dangerous,
hallucinogenic path that ends in
suicide by opium poisoning.

This controversial masterpiece
from the Romantic era will be
brought to life on stage, at the
upcoming spring concert orga-
nized by the Golden State Youth
Orchestra, in more ways than
one. During the orchestra’s per-
formance of this piece, original
artwork inspired by the same
symphony will be projected on
a screen behind the musicians.
The orchestra, formerly known
as El Camino Youth Symphony,
performs Berlioz’s work March
30 at Spangenberg Theatre.

The artwork has been cre-
ated by Gunn High School
senior Ethan Zhou, who is also
a violinist in the orchestra. He
has made five paintings, one for
each movement or segment of
the music.

“The symphony is almost auto-
biographical — that’s actually
the composer (Hector Berlioz),
with his signature closed eyes; it’s
melodramatic,” said 17-year-old
Zhou about the image that will
accompany the first movement,
which, as per Berlioz’s notes, rep-
resents daydreams and passions.

“It’s red because, I don’t know, I
always imagined it'd be red, and
I think red is a pretty passionate
color. Also, orange is my favorite
color so I've put a lot of orange

I n 1830, lovelorn French com-

around there,” he said about the
warm tones used in the portrait.
“I personally like a lot of big
shapes and keeping things less
smooth.”

Among the artists that Zhou
counts as influencing his style
are Impressionist painter John
Singer Sargent and contempo-
rary digital artist Aaron Griffin.
He created the five paintings for
the concert digitally, using tools
like Photoshop and PureRef. The
device he paints on is a Wacom
One tablet.

“In Photoshop you can draw
strokes that are perfectly hor-
izontal or vertical,” he said,
amused that flawlessly straight
lines like the ones created digi-
tally are seldom seen in “real life.”

While Zhou said he found cre-
ating art digitally is easier than
using actual paints, he also sees
a flip side to it. While on the one
hand, a digital artist doesn’t have
to worry about things like paint
supplies, on the other, the process
affords disproportionate room
for revision, something he thinks
is not necessarily a good thing.
On canvas, in contrast, an artist
“has to be a lot more confident
about every stroke,” he said.

“Digital artists are very
spoiled,” he said. “It’s kind of
cheating; you can just move
things around, paint layers over
things and under things, and get
every color in the palette. And
there are features that can change
the colors to look more dramatic.

“You have to also be a bit more
responsible because you can
undo anything with just two
keys,” Zhou said. “That’s a pretty
powerful tool.” He said that if
he had more formal training in

art he wouldn’t have to undo as
much as he does while creating
art digitally.

For Zhou, the second move-
ment was the most difficult one
to compose art for. “It’s more
stylized than the first one — big
shapes, unclear, not very defined
features, because it’s a dream,” he
said about this painting, which is
an image of a woman.

For the third movement, his art
represents an approaching storm;
for the fourth, a guillotine; and
bells for the fifth. All the art is
in keeping with Berlioz’s own
narrative, originally published
in French, then translated into
English.

“For any classical piece I
try to find the history behind
it, the story,” he said, admit-
ting that he tends to obsess
over every detail of his art-
work. “'m very particular ..
I think every artist is overly cri-
tiquing of their own work.”

According to music direc-
tor Yun Song Tay, Ph.D., who
will be conducting the concert,
Zhou’s art will provide a “visual
handle” to the audience, espe-
cially those unfamiliar with
classical music.

“The artwork is meant to sup-
plement our performance and I
believe our audience members
will get more easily acquainted
with the piece, especially since
so many of our students’ parents
will be listening to the piece for
the first time,” said Tay.

Berlioz’s original dramatic sto-
ryline that informs this sym-
phony makes this collaboration
of art and music compelling.
“The composer gave specific
details about the music and

Courtesy Ethan Zhou

A digital painting by Ethan Zhou portrays composer Hector Berlioz.
The work is one of five pieces by Zhou that will accompany a
performance of Berlioz’s “Symphonie Fantastique” by Golden State
Youth Orchestra. of which Zhou is a member.

images for the audience members
to imagine,” Tay said. “So on top
of the program notes, which the
audience members will receive in
their program booklet, describ-
ing the music in words, they are
also going to get to see a visual
cue to better appreciate the music
they hear.”

The artwork on display will
change at the end of each move-
ment. “There is a break in
between and the slides will
change then,” he said. “So there
should not be any distractions
during the performance.”

This is not the first time a
student has created art for the
Golden State Youth Orchestra.
Last year, Jessie Zhang made
five original paintings, one for
each movement of Beethoven’s

“Pastoral Symphony.”

This year, the theme of the
event is “Masquerade Ball.”

Besides Berlioz’s music, the
program also includes works by
Anna Clyne (“Masquerade”),
Camille Saint-Saens (Piano
Concerto No. 2) and Ernest
Bloch (“Suite Hébrabraique”). m

Email Contributing Writer
Ashwini Gangal at
ashwinigangal@gmail.com.

The concert will take place on
Saturday, March 30, 7 p.m. at
Spangenberg Theatre at Gunn
High School, 780 Arastradero
Road, Palo Alto. Tickets are
$15-$25. For more information,
visit gsyomusic.org.

ART IN MOTION

continued from page 26

From a 16th century Dutch
portrait to 1960s op-art, the
show touches on many different
artistic movements and styles.

Carlitz selected the art that
inspired the choreography in a
variety of ways,

“There are a mix of pieces
that I have loved my whole life,
which were just really fun to
work with, like making a deeper
connection with an old friend,”
she said.

Chief among those old friends
is Matisse’s “The Snail,” which
Carlitz said she “fell in love with”
when she was just 4 years old. The
colorful painted collage enchant-
ed Carlitz as a young child visit-
ing London’s Tate gallery. Her
family lived in England for a year
and outings to the Tate would
spark her imagination, she said.

She used favorite pieces as
a jumping off point, but also
included works by artists that
she had never heard of before.

“I started seeking out new
pieces of art — things that were
new to me and sparked new
ideas or were visually interest-
ing to me. Some maybe four to
six (pieces) are artists that I had
not heard of before I started
working on this project. All my
YouTube and suggested links
everywhere are now completely
art-based, so I've just gone
down some of those rabbit holes
and learned new things,” Carlitz
said.

Audiences will get to see the
art that inspired the chore-
ography projected behind the
dancers during the show. In
addition to Carlitz’s choreog-
raphy, “Gallery” also highlights
pieces by two guest choreogra-
phers who are dancers in the

company. Unifying the pieces
is a prologue that sets the tone.

“There’s a prologue that
introduces the artwork, and
so I think that although the
moods of the pieces are really
different, it should feel kind
of like entering a gallery and
strolling through the rooms
where there’s different art
but you're still in the gallery,”
Carlitz said.

“And just for fun, for an inside
joke, we’re using Mussorgsky’s
‘Pictures at an Exhibition’ for
the prologue,” she added.

Selecting the music for each
piece also led Cartliz down
some illuminating paths.

“What I didn’t anticipate was
how much fun it has been to
choose the right music for each
of the pieces because I got into
researching the artists and their
relationships with composers
or their different connections,

which are all described in the
program notes,” she said.

For example, she noted that a
piece inspired by French artist
Sonia Delaunay is accompanied
by the traditional jazz champi-
oned by the Hot Club de France,
a music society co-founded by
her son, Charles Delaunay.

Company composer-in-
residence Mike Coffin contrib-
uted music to the show as well,
with two original works, one
based on a travel poster and the
other taking inspiration from
Edward Hopper’s famous paint-
ing “Nighthawks.”

“I was not allowed to hear it
until it was complete, so I did
not influence it at all,” Carlitz
said of Coffin’s Hopper com-
position. “And then I worked
with the combination of the
painting and the music to try
to bring out what I felt were
stories in both of them. The

>

piece is called ‘Four Stories.”

While all of the pieces convey
unique stories and emotions,
from poignant tales to humor-
ous moments, overall, Carlitz’s
aim for the audience’s experi-
ence is simple.

“Joy, that’s it. Yes, I just want
to make people happy. If they
start getting more immersed in
art or thinking about the musi-
cal connections or something
like that, that’s a plus. That’s like
extra credit. But really, I want
them to feel happy,” she said. =

Email Arts & Entertainment
Editor Heather Zimmerman at
hzimmerman@almanacnews.com.

“Gallery” takes place March
29-30 at Cubberley Theatre,
4120 Middlefield Road, Palo
Alto. Tickets are $15-$45.
carlitzdance.org.
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A TASTE OF THE WILD

continued from page |

“You always feel like it’s a bit
of a treasure hunt, to learn that
a plant you’ve known as a back-
yard weed your whole life turns
out to be edible and delicious,”
he said. “And you can come
across some exotic flavors and
textures that are generally not
to be found in the produce aisle.”

You don’t need to stray far
from home to forage. In fact, you
may not even have to leave your
own yard.

This time of year on the
Peninsula, for example, it’s hard
to avoid the ephemeral, invasive
carpets of yellow-blossomed
oxalis, which children often call
sour grass and which can make
a tasty treat in small doses.

“It’s delectable,” Harwood
said, “especially if you like sour
things.”

One of the best known edible
wild plants in this area is
Claytonia perfoliata. You may
know it as miner’s lettuce,
although Harwood steers away
from that name out of respect
for Indigenous communities.

A mild-tasting, spinach-like
supergreen that’s packed full
of vitamin C, it got its asso-
ciation with miners, Harwood
said, when in the 19th cen-
tury they learned from Native
Californians that eating “Indian
lettuce” would fight off scurvy
and other nutritional deficien-
cies. Claytonia is among the
easiest to identify, with its round
leaves, smooth stem and tiny
white flower sticking straight
through the middle. With
Harwood’s guidance, students
gathered handfuls, making it
the base of their wild salad.

At first glance, thistles may
not look like something you’d
want to put in your mouth.
However, “most parts are edible,
nutritious and often delicious,
but a bit of a prickly endeavor,”
Harwood said of the spikey veg-
etation. The class encountered
milk thistle, which is medicinal
as well as edible, Harwood said,
noting that he’s seen milk thistle
tablets selling for big bucks at
pharmacies and grocery stores
because of its association with
liver-cleansing properties. It
has even been used to help
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counteract poison, he said. The
class was also introduced to sow
thistle and Italian thistle along
its foraging journey.

Other wild edible plants found
that day included bur clover,
which later in the summer
you’ll likely be annoyed to
find attached to your socks
and sneakers but right now is
perfectly digestible and comes
with what Harwood called a
“really big load of micronutri-
ents;” shepherd’s purse, with
its heart-shaped seed pods and
peppery taste; cheeseweed mal-
low, named for its round leaves
that resemble a wheel of cheese;
chickweed; wild oats; and curly
dock, which has a surprisingly
citrus-like flavor.

Harwood will lead two more
foraging basics courses in

upcoming weeks: March 30 and
April 6. The timing was chosen
with both practicality and ethics
in mind.

“This is the season of great
abundance in the world of plant
greens,” he said. Each season
has its edible delights, but in late
winter and early spring, there
is an “almost infinite quantity
of delectable young greens,” he
said.

“Fall brings out the nuts and
the berries, and those are a
special kind of treat in and of
themselves,” he said, but those
autumn favorites are more dif-
ficult to collect in quantity, and
doing so has a bigger impact on
the local wildlife who depend on
them. “I don’t like to encourage
high-volume collecting of fruits
and nuts,” he said. “The wildlife

Photos by Magali Gauthier

Left: Instructor Garth Harwood, center, adds flowers
from sour grass to students’ salads during a foraging basics
class at Hidden Villa in Los Altos Hills on March 9. Above:
Lauren Rueth trims the tops off of shepherd’s purse.

have enough stresses on them
asitis.”

In March and early April, the
plants are new, tender and plen-
tiful, which is when they are at
their most palatable and “begin-
ner-friendly,” he explained.
They haven’t yet developed the
robust defense mechanisms that
can cause bitterness or tough-
ness later on. “The plants are
always at their best when they
first emerge from the soil,” he
said.

During the class, Harwood
often thanked the plants as
he harvested them. Rather
than yanking them out by
the roots, which would kill
them, he instructed students to
use scissors to gently snip off
small amounts. He also made
sure they kept each plant in a

Magali Gauthier
Poison hemlock, left, is shown at the start of a foraging basics class to illustrate how similar it looks to other
plants in the carrot family, like hedge parsley, center. No plants from the carrot family were picked by the

instructor or students once foraging had begun.
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separate container for safety so
that it could be inspected before
eating. When foraging, safe is
always better than sorry.

For his entry-level foraging
classes, “folks knowing the
ABCs of how to identify plants,
which is the first step in iden-
tifying hazardous plants,” is
critical. Harwood’s general rule
for students is that they identify
a minimum of three convincing
attributes of a plant before they
plan to eat it.

“As a bottom-line safety mea-
sure they have to show it to me,
every time,” he said.

‘This is the season
of great abundance
in the world of plant
greens. In late winter
and early spring, there
is an almost infinite
quantity of delectable
young greens.

GARTH HARWOOD,
SENIOR NATURALIST AT HIDDEN VILLA

Foragers should beware of
hemlock, which is highly poi-
sonous, Harwood said, showing
the class a handful of it as an
example. Hemlock is a mem-
ber of the carrot family with
similar-looking foliage, so he
recommends avoiding that fam-
ily entirely.

Stinging nettles are perfectly
edible — Harwood recently
ate some on a pizza — but, as
anyone who’s felt their painful
sting knows, they must be dealt
with carefully. Edible, he also
pointed out, is also not the same
as palatable, and the great varia-
tion in wild plants means that
even something you've found
scrumptious in the past might
not taste the same the next time
you try it.

“Where you gather is as

important as what you gather,”
he noted.

For example, foragers would
do well to be mindful of poison
oak and wash off what they pick
before eating it (especially in
areas well-trafficked by dogs).
And foraging is not welcome
everywhere. At Hidden Villa,
public foraging is not permit-
ted unless you're part of a class.
Most parks, too, have rules that
should be checked beforehand.
Sidewalks and vacant lots can
be great spots to forage, but
it’s advisable to avoid picking
right near busy roads because
of potential contaminants and
pollution. Still, he said, “you
shouldn’t lack for places to
gather.”

Hidden Villa is a working
farm, and Harwood said he’s
happy to harvest plants that are
often considered weeds around
the property’s agricultural
fields. “They see me weeding in
my own way,” he laughed, not-
ing that the farm crew might not
always be thrilled that he doesn’t
pull the plants out by the roots.
“I want to see them regrow so I
can come back and get another
crop later,” he said.

As class member Lizzie
Redford put it, the concept of a
weed is sociological rather than
botanical. Harwood agreed. It’sa
matter of perspective, and a deli-
cacy to one culture may be unap-
preciated in another. A weed, he
said, is “a plant out of place.”

When you think about for-
aging, gathering mushrooms
may be what springs to mind.
However, Harwood does not
include fungi in his foraging
classes because, compared to
plants, “the risk factors are
infinitely higher. Probably close
to half of all fungal species
that occur in our region are
of unknown toxicity,” he said.
“That’s just playing with fire,
even if you did your identifica-
tion well.”

There are ethical environ-
mental considerations, too. The

i
Magali Gauthier

A salad made of foraged plants picked during a foraging basics class at Hidden Villa in Los Altos Hills on

March 9.

popularity of foraging for mush-
rooms “is so extreme right now
that areas tend to be overhar-
vested and many species are in
retreat,” he said.

Harwood, who has master’s
degrees in education and biol-
ogy, grew up in Menlo Park,
Mountain View and Pescadero,
spending as much time as pos-
sible outside.

“I think it would have been
fair to describe me as a feral
kid,” he said. Foraging, if you’ll
excuse the pun, came naturally.
“I learned a lot about snack-
ing on plants that grew in my
neighborhood from my peers,”
he recalled.

In his 20s, still fascinated by
the environment around him,
he sought out more informa-
tion about what local plants
were good and safe to eat, and
how to best find and harvest
them. As a longtime naturalist
and teacher, it’s all the more
important to him to continue
to “cultivate (his) connection to

the Earth and the living things
around (him) by depending on
them to some extent...and inter-
acting with them in those most
intimate ways,” he said.

Last year was the first in
which he offered stand-alone
foraging classes, but he’s been
incorporating elements of it in
his teaching since he first started
with Hidden Villa back in 1999.

He recommends that all
would-be foragers consult and
cross-reference resource guides
for their local area. Some of
his most trusted include “The
Flavors of Home, a Guide to
Wild Edible Plants of the SF
Bay Area” by Margit Roos-
Collins and “The Bay Area
Forager” by Mia Andler and
Kevin Feinstein, along with the
“The Foraged Foodie” blog (for-
agedfoodie.blogspot.com).

For the grand finale of the
class, the collected greens were
inspected again, rinsed and
mixed. Harwood brought out
some fragrant three-cornered

From left, milk thistle, bur clover and shepherd’s purse were spotted during a foraging basics class at Hidden Villa.

The next foraging basics class-
es will be offered on March

30 and April 6 ($30/person)

at Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody
Road, Los Altos Hills. Visit
tinyurl.com/hiddenvillaforaging
to register.

garlic, along with oxalis blos-
soms to sprinkle as a garnish
and a dressing of oil, vinegar
and lemon juice.

Harwood said the sometimes
intense flavors of wild plants
can come as a shock to palates
dulled by the grocery store, as
cultivated crops are selected for
their sweetness and sameness.

“Your taste buds may go,
‘Whoa, I haven’t been called
upon to do this much identifica-
tion in years!” Harwood said,
“But that’s what they’re designed
for” m

Email Assistant Lifestyle
Editor Karla Kane at
kkane@almanacnews.com.

Photos by Magali Gauthier

March 29,2024 m AlmanacNews.com m The Almanac = 29



EMBARCADERO MEDIA FOUNDATION PRESENTS

PeninsulaRestaurantWeek.com

N\

Penmsqla I W
Foodist ff Freet
NV

Palo Alto P e

PaloAlto  Weekly n.Almanac moun@mviewvoce BHE PULSE

S on | in e
sAd> Menlo Park i
( »o CHAMBEROF @&
Sehild 254 ¥ san Mateo Area
PALO
Bringaratiro
Chamber of Commerce =
75 5|

CITY OF

MENLO PARK 0.0
. Palo Alco

Chamber of

Commerce o>
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
I. Iv I NG Building Community since1sss ~ C1TY OF
aaaaaaaaaaa \zg: dA SAN CARLOS SSF SR Mancisc E
.1' CHI

o
@ i o CommEnce 4
3 T &
- COASTSIDE
F P4

Economy CHAMBER & °© C/'(} CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 1Y 04
& SAMCEDA S

= San Mateo County Economic Development Association » ‘ =

T2 Mountain

TH it
REDWOOD CITY * ‘
| 77\ FOS'S ITY A\
Pacirica  CHAMBER R I AR 7/ View cuanseedmcuuence BELMONT

BUSINESS

City of

CHAMBER of COMMERCE
& VISITOR CENTER SAN MATEO COUNTY

30 The Almanac AlmanacNews.com March 29, 2024



980 MONTE ROSA DRIVE

Odeleon MENLO PARK

REALTY-PLATINUM

STUNNING NEW CONSTRUCTION IN SHARON HEIGHTS

High-end materials, exceptional craftsmanship, and a sought-after address in Sharon Heights are just a few of the
countless standout features belonging to this impeccable home, newly constructed in 2023 and set on nearly a third of
an acre. Harmonious design permeates more than 4,000 square feet of living space that has been tailored to meet the
needs of a modern lifestyle. Glide through the open, light-filled floorplan brimming with luxurious finishes and offering
spacious gathering areas, a gourmet kitchen, convenient office space, and 5 inviting en suite bedrooms. Folding La
Cantina doors provide a seamless transition to the expansive backyard to enjoy a true California indoor/outdoor lifestyle.
And an incredible location puts you close to everything the area has to offer: a gorgeous country club, scenic parks,
great shopping and dining options, and convenience to downtown Menlo Park, Sand Hill Road, and top-ranked schools
(buyer to verify eligibility). In one of Silicon Valley’s most desirable neighborhoods, this brand-new home stands as an

exceptional option for upscale living.

OPEN HOUSE Notice to Buyers:

SAT 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM Although a good buyer’s agent can add significant insight and
value, you are not required to use one to purchase a DelLeon
listing. If you would like to submit an offer to us directly, please

980MonteRosa.com contact the DelLeon Buyer's Team at 650.543.8528 and we will
Offered at $7,388,000 waive 100% of the buyer's-side commission.

Listed by the DeLeon Team

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity
W SCE 5 7 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & #: 650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | Deleon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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94027

ATHERTON

GULLIXSON

6 BETTY LANE and
215 STOCKBRIDGE AVENUE
ATHERTON

Price Upon Request
www.ExceptionalAthertonEstate.com

Imagine a picturesque European Country Estate on 2.4+/- acres
comprised of 2 parcels, each with gated entrance

/ Artistry of the past converges with
modern luxury. Exquisite details
abound throughout this private
enclave. This unique property
is situated on two separate
adjoining parcels, each at the end
of a cul-de-sac.

3-level main residence with
5 bedroomes, 6 full baths, and
2 half baths

Library, office, project rooms,
recreation center, theatre, and
wine cellar.

Guest house with bedroom, bath,
full kitchen, 1-car garage, and a
second bath outside access.

Entertainment pavilion with full
kitchen & half bath; Saltwater
pool/spa, Saviano tennis court,
vast lawn, multiple covered and
open terraces.

Garden building and raised flower,
berry & vegetable gardens, plus
orchard and citrus grove.

Just minutes to Stanford, Venture
capital centers, private jet facili-
ties and international airports.

Las Lomitas Schools

BRENT 650 888 4898
C @ MPA S S DRE 01329216

( GULLIXSON
GULLIXSON.COM BRENT@GULLIXSON.COM
The Gullixson Team is ranked #3 small team MARY 650 888 0860

Compass is a RE broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportu- H H H H
nity laws. License #01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes in the ch Areo Ond #18 in the nqtlon.m 9
only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, RealTrends report of the Top Residential DRE 00373961

condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of .
any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. ReOI ESthe Professmnols. (June 2023) MARY@G U I_ LlXSONCOM
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