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At IKEA, after-hours work drones on

Company says technology won’t replace workers

By Arden Margulis

tocking shelves at IKEA
S just got a high-tech twist:

drones now buzz through
the East Palo Alto warehouse
after dark, checking inventory
while humans sleep. The store
is the 100th in the Scandina-
vian chain to get the airborne
assistants, which promise more
accurate stock data and fewer
headaches for staff.

For now, the drones will
operate only when staff and
customers are not in the ware-
house. However, they are capa-
ble of running night and day. In
some IKEA distribution centers,
drones already operate all day.

IKEA partnered with Swiss
autonomous drone company
Verity to create the drones. Verity
also works with other companies
including e-commerce giant
Amazon and American shipping
courier United Parcel Service,
according to its website.

Before the roll out, Verity
mapped the store and created a
“digital twin” of the warehouse,
according to Verity Customer
Success Manager Adam Sloan.

“Verity drones are equipped
with cameras and motion sen-
sors that enable them to navi-
gate their environment with
near-perfect reliability,” said
Sloan. “Any facility co-worker
can begin the process by simply
clicking a button to unlock the
system. The drones then take
off, fly to each location they are
scheduled to scan, and complete
the task. This entire cycle can
take place with no dedicated
operator on site, including at
night or at weekends, without
the need for any lighting.”

“It’s really important to make
sure that we have good stock
accuracy for our customers,”
said EPA store manager Natasha
Marsh.

See IKEA, page 20

Arden Margulis

The IKEA store in East Palo Alto joins others in the company in using drones to help with after-hours tasks.

Atherton won’t disclose anonymous donor for new police motorcycles

First Amendment advocates note potential for conflict

By Arden Margulis

he Atherton Police
TDepartment and City

Council unanimous-
ly accepted an anonymous
$180,000 donation for three
new motorcycles. The donation
will pay for three new BMW
motorcycles to replace older ones
police say have exceeded their
service life, according to a staff
report.

When asked if police solic-
ited the donation, Deputy City
Manager Anthony Suber said,
“The police department often
gets donations from residents
that are unsolicited.”

The donor asked to be anony-
mous, which is “typical,” accord-
ing to Suber.

David Loy, legal director of
the First Amendment Coalition,
said Atherton cannot hide the
identity of donors. The First
Amendment Coalition is a non-
profit that works to advance
government transparency and
highlight free speech concerns.
The city declined to disclose the
donor or say if the donation was
solicited, despite inquiries by
The Almanac.

“The public has an over-
whelming and compelling inter-
est in knowing who is giving
favors to or receiving favors
from a public agency,” said Loy.
“Does this person potentially
have other business for the city?
Are they potentially seeking to
curry favor with the city? Do
they have a potential land use

issue or zoning permit up for
approval? This is precisely why
we have public disclosure laws,
because transparency is the
oxygen of accountability, and the
people cannot hold the govern-
ment accountable without the
information necessary to do so.”

This news organization
requested more information
under the California Public
Records Act, including commu-
nications with the donor, docu-
ments showing the donation
and a ledger of past donations
with donors’ names. Under state
law, Atherton must respond by
April 25 with either the records,
a timeline for disclosure, or a
legal justification for withhold-
ing them.

“The donation may be entirely
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legitimate and altruistic, but the
people have a right to get all the
information necessary to decide
that for themselves,” Loy said.

Similar battles over donor ano-
nymity have played out across
California.

In 2001, the Court of Appeals
ruled that a California State
University, Fresno-affiliated
foundation could not conceal the
names of donors who paid for
luxury stadium suites, following
a lawsuit by the Sacramento Bee.
The court rejected claims that
disclosure would violate donor
privacy or deter future contribu-
tions, stating: “The public should
also be able to determine wheth-
er any favoritism or advantage
has been afforded certain indi-
viduals or entities in connection

with the license agreements,
and whether any discriminatory
treatment exists.”

Loy believes that case is analo-
gous to Atherton’s situation.

“This is exactly why we have
campaign finance laws. People
running for office have to dis-
close who gave them money
because the public has a right to
know who is paying for some-
one’s campaign. Well, the same
principle applies to who is pay-
ing for city operations,” Loy said.

In another case, the inde-
pendent Auditor-Controller in
Orange County forced officials
to reveal the donor behind a
$50,000 park improvement gift. m

Email Staff Writer Arden Margulis
at amargulis@almanacnews.com.
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delta coves-

Discover Lite on the Water's Edge

NEW WATERFRONT HOMES FROM THE $900s TO THE $2Ms

Delta Coves is the premier private club community offering waterfront living at its finest. Located along the serene California
Delta waters less than two hours from Menlo Park, each residence features private decks and docks, offering a gateway to
1,000-plus miles of waterways for unlimited boating, fishing, and water sports pursuits. Residents enjoy access to a stunning
clubhouse, pools, pickleball courts, fitness facilities, a game room, scenic trails, and a dedicated dog park. We invite you to visit
us to tour our waterfront model homes, a collection of gorgeous move-in ready homes and our private Island Camp club.

Tl ot |
. A e L a5
| & e :

- A4 cmimist TSl FENGEIR N oSRSSSL
T et t,.. [
| = i—

i

b

© 2025 SDC Delta Coves LLC. All rights reserved. Not an offer or solicitation to sell property. Offers to sell property may only be
accepted following issuance of a California Subdivision Public Report. Obtain the Subdivision Public Report and read it before
signing anything. Community Association fees will be required. All information is subject to change. Void where prohibited.
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CITREN

64 Alejandra Avenue, Atherton
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Gracious Indoor/Outdoor Living on 1+ Acres

e
Freshly updated classic Mediterranean spanning mostly one 3 2 4_|_ ‘|/‘| 6 ‘| 20 i
, =

level designed around the exceptional grounds BEDS  OFFICES  BATHS  GUEST HOUSE SQFT [=].

Main floor primary suite with outstanding garden views

$10,950,000 64Alejandra.com
Main house 3 bedrooms, 2 offices, and 4.5 baths

Impressive formal living and dining rooms with 14’ ceilings

n

Updated kitchen and adjacent family room with fireplace _ C IT R N 2
Two bedroom suites upstairs, one with private outside entrance A judycitron.com o
. . Judy Citron >

Detached 1-bedroom, 1-bath guest house with full kitchen 650.400.8424. | DRE 01825569 %)
Beautiful grounds with long lap pool, built-in barbecue, vast judy@judycitron.com O

terrace, lawn, orchard, bountiful citrus frees, and raised
vegetable beds

Talia Citron Knapp
650.400.8424 | DRE 01987761
talia@taliacitron.com

Approximately 1.0016 acres (43,630 square feet) #2 Small Team SILICON VALLEY. 2024
mall leam

Excellent Menlo Park schools #9 small Team CALIFORNIA. 2024

-;.J"" $2B+ SOLD

Private showing available via email request
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Early Learning Institute  Palo Alto, Pleasanton
AN AMAZING SUMMER WRITING PROGRAM. Every year,
Emerson Montessori School offers its three Write Now!®
courses — camp-like sessions designed to improve
students’ writing and public presentation skills. Each
one-week course features a different focus: Expository
Writing (prose forms used in school assignments),
Creative Writing (stories, plays, poems), and Presentation
(“Persuasion” this year). Parents are welcome at the
afternoon “Authors’ Workshops” and “Speakers’ Forums.”
EmersonMontessori.com/ Emerson: (650) 424-1267
WriteNow Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
Harkersummerprogramsforpreschool-grade 12children
include opportunities for academics, arts, athletics and
activities. Taught by exceptional, experienced faculty
and staff, our programs offer something for everyone in
a safe and supportive environment. Register as soon as
possible.

Harker.org/Summer (408) 553-5737

Lydian Academy Menlo Park, Burlingame
Lydian invites 6th-12th Neurodiverse learners, 2E
students, and those in need of credit remediation or
advancement to complete UC-approved courses in our
personalized 1:1 setting in as few as 2.5 weeks. Executive
Functioning, Personal Finance, and Life Skills electives
are popular, in addition to our Design Thinking and
Engineering (STEAM) camps and Middle School day
camps.

LydianAcademy.com/Admissions/

Summer-at-Lydian/ (650) 405-1312

Pinewood School

Summer Festival of Learning Los Altos
Pinewood'’s two- or four-week program offers half-day
or full-day options in both academic and enrichment
classes designed to meet the needs of a variety of
students. Specialized teachers and small academic
classes maximize the summer school experience for
grades K-8. Our curriculum emphasizes academic
achievement as well as participation in the arts,
technology and athletics.
Pinewood.edu/Summer-at-Pinewood
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STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series on
Biomedical Research Stanford
Stanford Explore is a lecture series in biomedical
research and offers high school students the unique
opportunity to learn from Stanford professors and
graduate students. Explore various topics in biomedical
science, including bioengineering, neuroscience,
cancer, immunology and other topics.
Explore.Stanford.edu explore-series@stanford.edu

Summer@Stratford Palo Alto/Bay Area
Gear up for an unforgettable summer where your child
will enjoy thrilling adventures, master new skills, build
friendships, and create unforgettable memories —
all fueled by STEM-powered fun! Registration opened
January 21. Sign up today!

StratfordSchools.com/Summer (650) 493-1151

ARTS, CULTURE & ENRICHMENT

Camp Integem Palo Alto & Cupertino
Kids and teens (ages 5-18) will ride a spaceship to the
stars, meet dinosaurs, create magical game worlds,
and bring your art to life. Build Al robots, design and
fly space drones, and launch your creations to the
stratosphere — up to 100,000 feet! Explore Holographic
AR, Al, robotics, drones, coding, animation, 3D design,
and more in a fun, hands-on journey of creativity. ACS
WASC Accredited & NVIDIA Al-partnered camp.

Camp.Integem.com (408) 459-0657

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls Palo Alto
Casti Camp offers girls entering grades 2-6 arange of age-
appropriate activities including athletics, art, science,
writing, crafts, cooking, drama and music. Leadership
program available for girls entering grades 7-9.

Castilleja.org/SummerCamp (650) 470-7833

Hidden Villa Los Altos Hills
Hidden Villa is a 1,600-acre living classroom where
kids explore organic farms, connect with animals, and
discover the intersection of ecology and equity. Our
Summer Camp transforms young people, cultivating
compassion, environmental stewardship,and community
understanding through hands-on adventures that
inspire change.

HiddenVilla.org/SummerCamp (650) 949-8606

J-Camp at the Oshman Family JCC Palo Alto
J-Campis a day camp for incoming transitional
kindergarten through 10th grade. Our camp activities
build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new
skills. Every session is a unique experience, full of fun and
engaging programs. We are a welcoming and inclusive
community where campers of all backgrounds and their
families learn, play and connect.

OFJCC-JCamp.com (650) 223-8622

Riekes Center Menlo Park
Explore all your interests this summer with Riekes
Summer Camps! Enrolling now for camps in Nature,
Music, Art, and Digital Media. There’s something for
every camper! For ages 5-18 with locations across the
Peninsula.

RiekesSummerCamps.org (650) 364-2509

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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ARTS, CULTURE & ENRICHMENT

Stanford Jazz Workshop Stanford
Stanford Jazz Workshop week-long jazz immersion
programs for young musicians in middle school (Giant
Steps Day Camp, starts July 7), high school (Jazz Camp,
starts July 12 and/or July 20, and advanced teens/adults
(Jazz Institute, July 27). All instruments and vocals. On
the Stanford campus!

StanfordJazz.org (650) 736-0324

YMCA of Silicon Valley Silicon Valley
Unleash your child’s potential at the YMCA of Silicon
Valley’s Summer Camps, where kids of all abilities discover
new passions, make lifelong friends, and build confidence
in a supportive environment. With a wide range of Day
Camps to choose from, there’s a perfect fit for every child.
Hurry — camps are filling up fast! Register today!

YMCASV.org/SummerCamp (408) 351-6400

Maccabi Sports Camp Hayward
Maccabi Sports Camp is an overnight Jewish sports camp
located on the beautiful CSU East Bay campus in Hayward.
We welcome campers entering grades 3-11 with programs
dedicated to building strong character and Jewish
community through sports. We offer six core sports: soccer,
baseball, basketball, racket sports, volleyball and multi-sport.
MaccabiSportsCamp.org/wp (415) 997-8844

Spartans Sports Camp Mountain View
Spartans Sports Camp offers a wide variety of sports and
academic enrichment camps for kids entering grades
1-9. Experienced staff ensures everyone has fun. Daily
on-site swimming is offered for all camps. Camps run
weekly from June 9 - August 1 at Mountain View High
School. The camp is run by MVHS coaches and student-
athletes and all proceeds benefit the MVHS Athletic
Department. Lunch and extended care are available.

SpartansSportsCamp.com (650) 479-5906

Stanford Water Polo Camps Stanford
New to water polo or have experience, we have a camp
for you! Half day or full day options for both boys and
girls ages 7 and up. All camps provide fundamental
skills, scrimmages and games. Session 1 June 9-12, 2025;
Session 2 June 16-19, 2025.

StanfordWaterPoloCamps.com (650) 725-9016

Please check directly with camps for updates and offerings.
To advertise in print and online, contact your sales representative or
email Sales@EmbarcaderoMedia.org.
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Anna Hoch-Kenney

Scenes from a rehearsal for the Portola Valley Theatre Conservatory’s upcoming show, “The
Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane,” on April 21.

Portola Valley Theatre Conservatory’s
MainStage show returns

Intergenerational performance feels like family

By Jennifer Yoshikoshi

he Portola Valley The-

atre  Conservatory’s

MainStage performance
is back after a five-year hiatus
with a production of “The
Miraculous Journey of Edward
Tulane.” The play, featuring
veteran performers and new-
bies ages 7 to 79, is the first
MainStage production since the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Due to popular demand,
PVTC Executive Director
Maddie Zdeblick decided she
wanted to bring MainStage
productions back as a way to
reunite the community in a

multigenerational performance.

“The Miraculous Journey of
Edward Tulane” is based on
the children’s novel by Kate
DiCamillo and was adapted
into a stage play by Dwayne
Hartford. It tells the story of a
porcelain rabbit that feels that
his life as an inanimate object
is out of his control. As he gets
moved around, he meets new
people and learns the meaning
and importance of relationships.

“I think a lot of people in our
community and around the
world are feeling a little bit out of
control,” said Zdeblick. “And so
this play has been a way for us to
remind each other and hopefully

remind others that the one thing
we can really hold on to during
these times is each other and
really lean strongly into those
relationships we're building.”

The production embodies a
sense of community, featuring
children, parents and elders
who all have varying levels
of experience acting, but are
all just having fun. The cast
includes a married couple,
a father and daughter and a
mother and her children.

Jay Hartman was encour-
aged to audition for the play by
his daughter Avery Hartman

See THEATRE, page 12
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Sheriff Corpus files
public records lawsuit
against county

Suit seeks access to Cordell’s contract, billings

By Arden Margulis

heriff Christina Corpus
Shas filed a lawsuit against

San Mateo County alleging
the county improperly withheld
documents about Judge LaDo-
ris Cordell’s agreement with the
county to investigate Corpus.

The lawsuit, filed on Friday,
April 11, claims Corpus request-
ed Cordell’s contract, her invoic-
es, her timesheets and records of
payments on March 7, 2025, and
the county denied her request
on April 1, citing attorney-client
privilege and the work-product
doctrine.

In her March 7 request,
Corpus also requested all emails
between Cordell and the Board
of Supervisors and the county
attorney’s office, unredacted ver-
sions of any evidence Cordell
obtained or created during her
investigation, all correspondence
between County Executive Mike
Callagy — who is also named
in the suit — and members
of the Sheriff’s Office regard-
ing Victor Anelle, and all cor-
respondence between Callagy
and former Assistant Sheriff
Ryan Monaghan since Sept. 1,
2024. The county declined all of
the requests, except for emails
between Callagy and Monaghan
— and the county said it found
no responsive documents. She is
not seeking any of those docu-
ments in her lawsuit.

According to the First
Amendment Coalition, a legal
group that assists journalists
and citizens with obtaining

public records,
attorney-cli-
ent privilege
only applies to
communica-
tions between
an attorney
and their cli-
ent provided it
is “made for the purpose of
the legal consultation, rather
than some unrelated or ancillary
purpose.”

For the work-product doctrine
to apply, the documents must be
created by an attorney while rep-
resenting their client and must
include the “impressions, conclu-
sions, opinions, or legal research
or theories” of the attorney.

The FAC also said that billing
records can be disclosed under
the Public Records Act as long
as “the records do not relate to
active and ongoing litigation and
do not disclose information for
the purpose of legal consultation
between the public entity and its
attorney.”

Corpus claims that since the
board commissioned Cordell to
“perform an investigation under
the Board’s legislative powers in
order to pass legislation” it is not
considered “ongoing litigation.”
She cites a previous court ruling
that said the Cordell report was
an “investigation in connection
with proposing or enacting legis-
lation” to support her claim that
the report is not part of ongoing
litigation.

The case is scheduled for a
case management conference on
June 23.m

Christina Corpus

Two office veterans announce candidacy for county superintendent

Candidates vie to succeed Nancy Magee

By Jennifer Yoshikoshi

ays after current
Superintendent  of
Schools Nancy Magee

announced she would not seek
re-election in 2026, two can-
didates from the San Mateo
County Office of Education
have declared they are entering
the race for the superintendent
seat in the June 2026 election.

Héctor Camacho, executive
director of Equity, Social Justice
and Inclusion of the San Mateo
County Office of Education, and
Chelsea Bonini, county Board of
Education trustee, are vying for
the position.

The superintendent of schools
oversees the San Mateo County
Office of Education and pro-
vides support to 23 school dis-
tricts in the county. The elected

individual is responsible for
reviewing school district bud-
gets and monitoring its compli-
ance with state and federal laws.

For the remainder of Magee’s
term, she said she will be focused
on implementing initiatives to
increase access to youth mental
health services and to accom-
plish the Office of Education’s
strategic goals. Magee’s term
will end in January 2027.

Chelsea Bonini

Bonini, who was elected in
2020 and re-elected in 2024,
carries over a decade of expe-
rience in educational leader-
ship from her service on the
Office of Education’s Personnel
Commission and as a San Mateo
Foster City School Board trust-
ee. She began her career in
education in 1994 as a kinder-
garten teacher in the South

April 25,2025

AlmanacNews.com

San Francisco Unified School
District.

“Strong schools are the foun-
dation of thriving communi-
ties,” said Bonini in a press
release. “I am committed to
ensuring that every student in
San Mateo County has access to
inclusive and high-quality edu-
cational opportunities.”

See CANDIDATES, page 20
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Conpuctor Kim Venaas

\ May 11t
SUNDAY 3-5pPM

Musical Guests
BLACK TIE JAZL
BIG BAND

SINGER MaTTHEW HALL

BiGc BAnDS

SiNGer Carty Honri

TRIBUTE TO THE

Hits of Glenn Miller = Benny Goodman * Harry James & more!

San Mareo Tickers $20-$60
PerroRMING ARTS CENTER +-LOW SERVICE FEES

WWW.CALPOPS.ORG - 1(650) 856-8432

ORCHESTRA

FRED
HERSCH

JUL19

ANAT COHEN
AND MARCELLO
GONGALVES

JUL 20
YILIAN
CANIZARES

JUL 24
JOEL ROSS

JuL 27
PAUL CORNISH

JUL 29
GEORGE CABLES

JUL 31
AYLOR EIGSTI

INDIAN JAZZ
JOURNEY FEAT,
MAHESH KALE AND
GEORGE BROOKS

JUN 28
JEREMY PELT

JUN 29
TIFFANY AUSTIN

JuL12
JOHN PIZZARELLI

JUL13
SAM REIDER

JuL14
CAILI O'DOHERTY

FULL LINE-UP STANFORDJAZZ.ORG TICKETS ON SALE APR 4
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Courtesy Menlo School
The cast of “Curtains” assembles for a photo.

Menlo School’s production of ‘Curtains’ nears

Menlo School in Atherton is presenting its production of
“Curtains,” a murder mystery comedy musical filled with
suspense and wit. The musical will be performed in Spieker
Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. on May 2 and May 3, and
at 3 p.m. on May 4.

The production tells the story of a series of deaths that occur
after a leading lady in a production of “Robinhood” collapses
during her final bow. A theater-loving detective steps in to solve
the case.

“Curtains is a love letter to the magic of theater — packed with
humor, heart and plenty of surprises. Our cast and crew have
poured their energy into bringing this show to life, and I can’t
wait for audiences to experience the fun with us,” said Director
Steven Minning.

Tickets for “Curtains” are $15 for adults and $10 for students.
They can be purchased online at menloschool.org/tickets.

Portola Valley town manager search underway

The town of Portola Valley is seeking the community’s input
in its search for a new town manager. A survey is open for all
residents to share their thoughts on what qualities and charac-
teristics they believe the next town manager should carry.

Portola Valley is partnering with the executive recruiting firm,
WBCP, Inc. in its recruitment efforts. The anonymous survey
will be open until 5 p.m. on Friday, May 2. A community input
town hall on the recruitment efforts will take place on Tuesday,
May 6 at 5 p.m. on Zoom. For more information on the town
hall visit portolavalley.net.

Find the survey on surveymonkey.com/r/M7JYF2W. Direct
any questions regarding the survey to Richard Kuhns at rich-
ard@wbcpinc.org or call WBCP, Inc. at 866-929-9227.

— Jennifer Yoshikoshi

Hearing set on Sunset campus historical nomination

The California Register of Historical Resources will hold a
hearing at 9 a.m. May 9 on the nomination of the former Sunset
headquarters at 80 Willow Road to the National Register of
Historic Places. The designation could make it more difficult
for developer N17 to move forward with a proposed three-tower
development called Willow Park.

The register is accepting public comments. Members of the
public can submit written comments before the meeting or speak
during the hearing.

More information is available at bit.ly/42zXcAp.

Police plan distracted driving enforcement

The Menlo Park Police Department will conduct an enforce-
ment operation targeting violations of the hands-free cellphone
law from April 21 through April 30. Police will also be actively
looking for drivers violating the law separate from the operation.

The effort is part of Distracted Driving Awareness Month and
the “Eyes Forward, Hands on the Wheel: Focused Driving Saves
Lives” campaign. Officers will focus on identifying drivers using
handheld devices or engaging in other distractions behind the
wheel.

Under state law, drivers are prohibited from holding a phone or
electronic device while operating a vehicle, even when stopped
at ared light. Violations may result in fines, and repeat offenses
can add points to a driver’s record.

Funding for the enforcement is provided by a grant from the
California Office of Traffic Safety through the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration.

— Arden Margulis
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Chan Zuckerberg Initiative will close East Palo Alto school

The Primary School serves more than 400 children

By Gennady Sheyner

r I Yhe Chan Zuckerberg Ini-
tiative has announced
that it is preparing to shut

down The Primary School, a

tuition-free private school that

serves hundreds of children in

East Palo Alto and the Belle

Haven neighborhood in Menlo

Park.

The school will shut down at
the end of the 2025-26 school
year, according to an announce-
ment that The Primary School
posted on its website. The school
declined to respond to questions
about the closure or to provide
any additional comments about
the decision.

“This was a very difficult deci-
sion, and we are committed to
ensuring a thoughtful and sup-
portive transition for students
and families over the next year,”
the school said in a statement.

Since opening in 2016, the
school has been serving more
than 200 students per year.
According to the school’s web-
site, its Clarke Street location in
East Palo Alto has 443 children
enrolled, about 58% of whom
receive either individualized

Embarcadero Media file photo by Veronica Weber

Preschoolers Genesis Arteaga Callejas, center, and Anna Herrera
Saldana, right, play on the seesaw during recess at The Primary School

in East Palo Alto in this file photo.

education programs or special-
ized support services.
Spearheaded by Priscilla
Chan, a pediatrician and wife
of Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg,
the school strived to combine
education with health care and
other types of support ser-
vices. According to the school’s
website, 61% of the students in
its East Palo Alto campus are

Two elderly residents
targeted in Menlo Park,

Atherton scams
Police point to DOJ website for tips

By Almanac Staff

olice arrested a San Jose
Pman last week for alleg-

edly scamming an elderly
Menlo Park resident out of
$35,000 in a scheme that may
have international connections,
Menlo Park police said on
April 17. Separately, Atherton
police arrested a women for
impersonating a PayPal repre-
sentative to allegedly convince
an elderly Atherton resident
to hand over $15,000 in cash.
Atherton police arrested the
women before cash was handed
over.

The Menlo Park scam began
Feb. 13 with a text message to
the 77-year-old victim, pur-
porting to be affiliated with
a major online retailer and a
federal agency. The Atherton
scam started when the resident
opened a fraudulent email
claiming to be from PayPal and
informing the resident there
was an unauthorized withdraw.

In Menlo Park, the text alleg-
edly threatened the victim with

prison time unless they pro-
vided cash to a courier. On Feb.
11 and 12, the victim withdrew
$35,000 in cash from multiple
bank branches, and on Feb. 12,
the suspect allegedly collected a
box with the cash at the victim’s
home.

Menlo Park police identified
the suspect as a 22-year-old
San Jose resident, and arrested
him at his home on Wednesday.
He was booked into San Mateo
County Jail on suspicion of
theft by false pretenses, theft
using an access card and elder
abuse.

“This arrest reflects our dedi-
cation to protecting vulner-
able residents from predatory
scams,” said Menlo Park police
Detective Eddie Mazon. “We
urge the community to stay
vigilant and report suspicious
activity immediately.”

Atherton police arrested a
57-year-old women when she
arrived at the victim’s resi-
dence. She was booked into San
Mateo County Jail on suspicion

See SCAMS, page 18

Latinx, 7% are Black and 7% are
Pacific Islander.

While the school is shutting
down, CZI has announced that
it plans to invest $50 million in
the East Palo Alto, Belle Haven
and East Bay communities,
which will include investments
in 529 education savings plans
for all students and transi-
tion specialists to help families

/-*
JOBTRAIN

April 30,2025

Support job training

m|i,(m

8:30- 10 am e Burlingame

programs to help people
increase their earnings.

navigate their switch to new
schools.

It has also pledged to collabo-
rate with the Ravenswood City
School District as it welcomes
many of The Primary School’s
families.

“Over the years the District
has added dedicated family
engagement roles, strengthened
health programs, and expand-
ed early childhood care,” the
school’s announcement states.
“We look forward to sharing
our learnings to support their
bolstering of crucial student and
family services.”

The school also expressed
gratitude to members of the
community who entrusted it
with the well-being of their
children as well as appreciation
for its “local partners in East
Palo Alto and East Bay.””We
know that our partners in
the Ravenswood City School
District and the East Palo Alto,
Belle Haven, and East Bay com-
munities will work to ensure our
students and families are cared
for, and we appreciate that the
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative will
support those efforts through
a $50 million commitment,

over five years, that invests in
parent engagement programs,
early childhood education, and
healthcare services across these
communities, and helps main-
tain critical support for TPS
families that join the District,”
Jean-Claude Brizard, board
chair at The Primary School,
said in a statement.

The closure comes at a time
when Zuckberberg has been
winding down programs at
Meta that pertain to diversity,
equity and inclusion. m

Email Gennady Sheyner at
gsheyner@almanacnews.com.

LEHUA GREENMAN

“New life,
new hope,
new joy will
start when
this is given
from the
heart”

650.245.1845 coMPASS

You're invited to our benefit event

BREAKFAST OF

CHAMPIONS

R Ted Robinson
B * " Sportscaster
“ - .I.'I L]
r —1 [ ] ]
5] '. gl €, Purchase Tickets or Make a Donation by Scanning the QR Code
PRESENTING SPONSOR SPONSORS
SAGAY
OO Meta  “mwein @ sanford
B - ‘ MEDICINE
5 GB HﬁTD Health Care
Philasthiropies

SPECIAL GUEST

Marcus Samuelsson
Award-Winning Chef

Anonymous

Helen & Russell Pyne
The Howard & Betty
White Foundation
John & Cynthia Lovewell
Misti & Parthiv Sangani
Dan & Katherine Finnigan

JobTrainWorks.org/boc2025
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Liccardo looks to counter Trump with ‘innovation agenda’

New member of Congress outlines strategy

By Gennady Sheyner

hen Sam Liccardo
ran to succeed Anna
Eshoo in the House

of Representatives last fall, he
campaigned on bipartisanship
and pragmatism, eager to pass
legislation on housing, climate
change and other issues of
concern to his Silicon Valley
constituents. Now, the former
San Jose mayor finds himself in
the Democratic opposition as he
tries to curtail the actions of the
Trump Administration and its
allies in Congress. Embarcadero
Media Editor Gennady Sheyner
sat down with Liccardo on April
15 to discuss how things are
going so far. This interview was
edited for clarity and length.
PAW: What have your first
few months in the House been

like? Have there been any sur-
prises as you went from cam-
paign to reality?

SL: For anyone in elected
office, the immediate focus has
to be on building a team and
I feel very confident we built a
great team, both here in the dis-
trict as well as in Washington.
You know, those are the nuts
and bolts I know that don’t ever
make the headlines that are real-
ly essential for serving the com-
munity. And in Washington,
there was a strong bias for me
to make sure I had people who
understood the Beltway and can
navigate the world on the Hill.

PAW: But what do you do
with this team when youre in
a minority and youre dealing
with what every Democrat is
dealing with?

SL: So, the environment is a

HOUSING
LEADERSHIP
COUNCIL

Affordable Housing Month 2025
Mes de la Vivienda Asequible 2025

Local Solutions
Lasting Impact

May 2025 | Mayo de 2025

Register at hlcsmc.org | Registrate en hicsmc.org

unique one. My focus is to iden-
tify those tools that a first-term
member of Congress can employ
to actually have an impact
in an environment where my
party does not control either
house of Congress or the White
House ... and where my party
has not been responsible for the
majority of the Supreme Court
appointees. As Ilook at the daily
outrages which cause enormous
amounts of frustration and fear
and anger throughout our com-
munity of the country, as I see
it, there are really three areas
where I can have an impact. One
is to legislate. The other is to
litigate. The third is to commu-
nicate, because we're in a world
in which we’re the minority and
we can’t get people anything
passed without a lot of help from
the other side.

My efforts at legislation come
in really two forms. One is those
areas where I do believe I can
work across the aisle. For exam-
ple, I co-sponsored a stablecoin
bill. We desperately need regula-
tions to ensure enforcement of
U.S. fraud statutes and consum-
er protections on stablecoin. So,
I was a co-sponsor of that bill,

and it’s now gone through the
committee, and it’s going on to
the floor for vote. ... There’s a lot
of issues around housing ... and
were drafting three pieces of
legislation to attempt to address
this housing crisis that’s felt in
so many metros, in a way that I
believe we can get Republicans
on board focusing on housing
supply (and) tax credits.

Simmerdeep Kaur
U.S. Rep. Sam Liccardo delivers the keynote address at a Peninsula
Volunteers Inc. event on March 20 in Menlo Park. He says he is
learning effective responses to chaos in Washington.

PAW: During your campaign,
you mentioned that you wanted
to kind of reach across the aisle,
find consensus areas. How has
that been going? Has it been as
you expected?

SL: It’s obviously several
times harder. When Trump is
in the White House, there is a

See LICCARDO, page 18

Town of Atherton

Town Administrative Offices
80 Fair Oaks Lane

Atherton, California 94027
650-752-0500

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Atherton City Council will hold a public hearing to consider amendments to
Atherton Municipal Code Chapter 3.16 relating to requirements for contracting public works projects.

The public may participate via: Zoom Meeting or in-person.

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/506897786
Meeting ID: 506 897 786

Meeting ID: 506 897 786

Dial by your location+1 669 900 6833

Remote Public Comments:

Meeting participants are encouraged to submit public
comments in writing in advance of the meeting. The
following email will be monitored during the meeting and
public comments received will be saved for the record.

Email: council@ci.atherton.ca.us

least 48 hours prior to the meeting.

Description: The purpose of the amendments is to adopt Atherton Municipal Code amendments to Chapter 3.16
relating to purchasing, including Section 3.16.240 relating to requirements for contracting public works projects, and
Section 3.16.280 relating to Public Works project bids in excess of maximum authority. A copy of the City Council
staff report and draft amendments to the Ordinance can be found online, by Friday May 16, 2025 here: https://www.
ci.atherton.ca.us/641/Agendas-Minutes

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that said ordinance is set for public hearing and first introduction by the City Council
at its meeting on May 21, 2025, at 6:00 PM via teleconference accessible through the above-described information,
at which time and place all persons interested may participate and show cause, if they have any, why the amend-

ments should or should not be approved.

IF YOU CHALLENGE any amendments to the Atherton Municipal Code Chapter 3.16 in court, you may be limited to
raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written cor-
respondence delivered to the City Clerk at, or prior to, the public hearing.

If you have any questions on the item please contact Anthony Suber at asuber@ci.atherton.ca.us or 650-752-0500.
Any attendee who wishes accommaodation for a disability should contact the City Clerk’s Office at (650) 752-0500 at

ATHERTON CITY COUNCIL
/s/ Anthony Suber

Anthony Suber, City Clerk
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JOIN US

for the Menlo Park
Community Clean Up!

Hosted by Compass Menlo Park

Sunday, April 27th 9AM - noon
Meet: 1377 El Camino Real parking lot

Join us in making a difference! Let's come together
to clean up our Menlo Park neighborhoods and
show our commitment to a cleaner, greener

22 environment. Coffee, treats, and supplies provided.

For details and to RSVP, scan here »
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Menlo Park schools provide update on enrollment and special ed

Dwindling numbers could lead to reduced classes

By Jennifer Yoshikoshi

enlo Park public schools
are preparing for lower
enrollment and are rec-

ognizing more students who need
special education services.

During a recent Menlo Park
City School District meeting, the
school board was presented with
the annual preliminary enroll-
ment data and special education
update.

Dwindling enroliment

From transitional kindergarten
through eighth grade, enroll-
ment is expected to decrease by
55 students in the 2025-26 school
year, a decrease of about 2 per-
cent, according to Superintendent
Kristen Gracia. However, these
numbers will change closer to the
start of the school year in August,
she clarified.

Decreasing birth rates paired
with California’s high cost of liv-
ing is leading to lower enrollment
rates across the state, said Gracia.
California’s Department of
Finance projects a decline of over
500,000 students over the next
decade if current trends of infer-
tility and migration continue.

Asof April, MPCSD anticipates

a decline in enrollment for TK,
kindergarten, second, third,
fourth, fifth, seventh and eighth
grade.

The 2024-25 school year has a
total enrollment of 2,702 students
and the anticipated enrollment
for the following year is 2,647.
Population statistic experts proj-
ect a student population of 2,584.
Since 2019, the total number of
students has decreased by more
than 200.

Tracking anticipated enrollment
is necessary for the district to plan
the number of classes per grade
level, for budgeting, stafting, pro-
gram planning and more. With
the current estimated number of
students, the district projects it
will reduce three classes between
TK and fifth grade, said Gracia.

“We are being conservative
when making these decisions as
we manage the constraints of our
budget,” she added.

However, enrollment numbers
are always fluctuating, Gracia
said. By the start of the school
year, the district may end up hav-
ing to add more classes rather
than reduce.

Re-enrollment occurs during
March and April. As of April 17,
200 students had not re-enrolled

Department of Communication presents
2025 Rebele Symposium

The New(s)
Influencers

Nearly 40% of U.S. adults under 30 regularly get news

from online news personalities and content creators,

who draw millions more followers, readers and listeners

than legacy media. How are these news ecosystems

for the next school year yet.

The district plans to have
another enrollment update in
September.

Special education update

Over the past six years, the per-
centage of Menlo Park students
with an Individualized Education
Program has steadily increased to
about 9%, which is lower than the
state average of 13%. An IEP is
a legally binding document that
maps out specific services that a
child with a disability needs in
order to learn in a classroom.

“We want to make sure we're
identifying any student that may
need the services, so I don’t see the
increase in special education as an
issue,” said Stephanie Sheridan,
assistant superintendent of stu-
dent services.

Across the country, about 7 mil-
lion children ages 3 to 21 received
special education services under
the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act. That is about
15% of all public school students,
according to Sheridan.

Nationally, the most common
type of disability reported in stu-
dents involves specific learning
disabilities. Those may include
dyslexia and difficulties writing

and doing math.

Through special education par-
ent surveys, the district found
that families were largely satistied
with the program, including their
experience communicating with
service providers, case managers
and the district.

Sheridan said MPCSD also
implemented a parent network
to allow families with special
education students to connect
with each other. The district also
hosts professional development
workshops for parents to learn
how to transfer classroom skills
to their home.

Parents have the opportunity
to work with behavior specialists,
speech pathologists and physical
therapists to learn how they can
support and engage with their
kids at home.

Sheridan reports that despite
improvements to the special edu-
cation program, the district has
been identified as being signifi-
cantly disproportionate by the
state. This means that there is an
inappropriate overrepresentation
and over-identification of ethnic
minority children in special edu-
cation programs.

In Menlo Park schools, Latinx
students are 3.5 times more likely

to be in special education, she
said. MPCSD is actively working
toward lowering this dispropor-
tionality and has been able to
decrease the risk rate from five
years ago when it was nearly five
times more likely for a Latinx
student to be in special education.

Sheridan clarified that this over
identification comes in relation
to the overall student population.
Currently, there are 51 students
under a specific learning dis-
ability and 24 of them are Latinx
— leading to 47% of Hispanic stu-
dents being identified with learn-
ing disabilities. However, the total
percentage of Latinx students at
MPCSD is 20%.

According to Sheridan, this is
a common trend in San Mateo
County and across the state. This
disproportionality is not due to
language barriers, she said.

Moving forward, MPCSD will
be focusing on addressing earlier
intervention and investing more
money into it. By acting early, the
district is able to provide more
support to students before they
enter into special education. =

Email Staff Writer
Jennifer Yoshikoshi at
jyoshikoshi@almanacnews.com.

What Legacy Media and Online News Content
Creators Can Learn from Each Other

April 29, 5:30pm to 6:45pm PT
Encina Hall, Bechtel Conference Center

Kyla Scanlon

R

Popular online content
creator and economics
educator, author of

In this Economy:

How Money & Markets
Really Work

616 Jane Stanford Way, Stanford, CA 94305

Matt Kiser

%

Founder of newsletter,
WTF Just Happened
Today?-today's essential
guide to the daily shock
and awe in national
politics.

Free
and Open
to the Public

Peter Hamby

Host of Snapchat’s
Good Luck America
and founding partner
of Puck News.

complementary or competitive? What can each learn
from the other? What does it mean for U.S. democracy

Moderator Janine Zacharia, a former journalist for the Washington Post, Bloomberg, Reuters and other news
outlets, is an award-winning instructor at Stanford where she teaches news reporting and writing fundamentals
and foreign correspondence. She is the author of newsroom playbooks including How to Report Responsibly on
Hacks and Disinformation and Polarization and the Press: 12 Ways to Restore Respect for Your Reporting.

when there are so many news outlets to choose from?

Q
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Friends of the

Portola Valley Library

The Friends of Portola Valley Library Celebrates

National Library Month
April 2025

Thank you to our many Friends who have supported the Portola Valley Library

2024-2025 Friends

Susan & Bob Adams
Wren Ring Adano
Robin Adler

Karen Askey & Lance Vaughan
Mieke Barrows

Kate & Nicole Bartow
Rosyland & Bob Bauer
Duncan Beardsley
Jane Besio

Margaret Blair

Patty & Jim Brady

Laura Brege

Elizabeth Buck

Dudley & Curt Carlson
Sue Chaput

Linda & James Clever
Cindy Cox

Sue Crane

Melissa Demaray

Holly & John Dissmeyer
Linda Drey-Nightingale
Jean Eastman

Gloria & Rosser Edwards

Name:

Christopher Eggert
Lenora Ferro

Karen & Andy Fisher
Denise Gilbert

Teresa & Gary Godfrey
Chrystel Goss

Karen Gregory

Bev & Anthony Guichard
Jennifer Harris

Noel Hartzell

Ateret Haselkorn & Ronny
Krashinsky

Akie Hinohara

Eric Horvitz

Robert & Mary Jack
Brijesh Jeevarathnam
Elizabeth Katz & Reed Hundt
Virginia Kavanaugh

Lisa Keamy & Lloyd Minor
Stephanie Knott

Susan Kritzik

Susan Latin

Kwok Lau & Jon Goulden

Mandy Lin

James Lipman

Peter Lipman

Valerie London
Teresa Luchsinger
Nancy & Tor Lund
Donna & Martin Mackowski
Jo Ann Mitchell
Betsy Morgenthaler
Earlyne Mund

Mary Ann Norfleet
Barbara Oliver

Linda Olson & Peter Polnaszek
Ameeta Patel

The Pearlstein Family
Karen Perlroth
Robert Pierce
Patricia Plummer
Elaine & Jim Raitt
Meena Ravella

Kathy & Gary Reback
The Reiss Family
Roberta Robinson

Friends of the Portola Valley Library

765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028

Alison Rosenthal & Katharine Carroll
Cindy & Steve Rowe
David Saperstein
Gerald Sauer

Victor & Janet Schacter
The Schafer Family
Julia Shepardson

Sally Shimada-Lee & Corey Lee
Susan Silberman

John Skadden

Mark Sontag

William Starling
Pamela Starr

Colleen & Geoff Tate
Chrstine Taylor
Onnolee & Bud Trapp
Peter Verbica

Mary & John Wachtel
Susan & Dieter Walz
Ann & Bruce Willard
Kim Zamboldi

Julie & Joe Zier

Please join us: Donate online at : www.fopvl.org/donate-now or clip out and send the form below to

Address:

Telephone:

Amount enclosed:

E-mail:

The Friends of the Portola Valley Library promotes and augments the development of resources and services of the PV Library.
We are a 501 (c) (3) non-profit: gifts are tax deductible as allowed by US Law.
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NOTICE INVITING BIDS
TOWN OF ATHERTON | STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Notice Inviting Bids: Town will receive sealed bids at the office of the City Clerk, 80 Fair Oaks Lane, Atherton, California,
94027 until 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 15, 2025 for the following public work:

2025 SPRING PATCHING AND STREET OVERLAY PROJECT
Project Number: 56090
Scope of Work: The project scope consists of pavement repairs, rehabilitation, and overlays, including:

1.1 Grinding and replacing approximately 15,500 square feet of asphalt to a six-inch depth on various streets. This work
includes all necessary traffic control, grinding, sweeping, tack coating, replacing asphalt to appropriate depth in an
appropriate number of lifts, and finishing rolling per Town of Atherton Standard specifications and special provisions.
Some hand work around utility manhole covers will be required.

1.2 Grinding and replacing of approximately 70,000 square feet of asphalt for 2 inches of asphalt concrete pavement
on Various Streets. Once the roadway is grinded down, the contractor and the Town’s project engineer shall identify
any pavement failures for repairs. Grind and replace (digouts) asphalt to a 6-inch depth from the milled surface: then
contractor shall perform crack sealing (per specification). Some hand work around utility manhole covers will be
necessary. Repave the entire street with a self-propelled paver & finish per Town Standard Specifications.

1.3 Reconstruct manhole to grade at Southgate Drive/Park Drive, including root removal and pavement repairs.

1.4 Replacement and installation of traffic striping, pavement markings, and markers.

1. Plans & Specifications: Plans & Specifications may be obtained at the Town of Atherton’s website at: http://www.
ci.atherton.ca.us/bids.aspx at no cost. Additional information is contained in Town of Atherton Standard Specifications, which
are available at: http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/285. Contractor shall be responsible for any addendums
that may be posted on the Town’s website. No Plan holders list will be made be available.

2. Project Schedule: The work shall be completed within THIRTY (30) working days from the First Day of Construction as
defined in the Notice to Proceed.

3. Bid Submission: SEALED BIDS will be received at the office of the City Clerk, 80 Fair Oaks Lane,Atherton, California
94027, until 1:30 p.m. Pacific Standard Time May 15, 2025 at which time bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. All
proposals must be submitted not later than the date and time prescribed. The Bidder is wholly responsible to ensure its Bid is
submitted on the date and at the time and place designated for the opening of bids. Any Bid received after the time and date
specified shall not be considered. Any Bid may be withdrawn prior to the scheduled time for opening bids.

4. Engineer’s Estimate for the project is: $500,000.

5. Bid Requirements: Bids must be for the entire work and shall be submitted in sealed envelopes clearly marked: “Bid of
(Contractor) for 2025 SPRING PATCHING AND STREET OVERLAY PROJECT, Project No: 56090, along with date and time
of bid opening.

Bidders shall refer to the Bid Requirements section of the project Plans and Specifications for additional information and
requirements.

6. Required Contractor’s License: Bidder must possess a current California Class “A” General Engineering or a “C-12”
Earthwork and Paving contractor’s license issued by the State of California, at the time the Bid is submitted. The Contractor
and all subcontractors shall be licensed by the State of California in the class appropriate for the work contemplated. Failure
of Contractor or his/her subcontractors to possess such current license at the time of bidding may be deemed sufficient
cause for rejection of the bid.

7. Portion of Work to be Performed by the Contractor: The General Contractor shall perform, with his own organization,
work of a value amounting to not less than 50% of the total contract, excluding specialty items as may be indicated on the
bid schedule.

8. Department of Industrial Relations Registration: A Contractor or Subcontractor shall not be qualified to bid on, be listed
in a bid proposal, subject to the requirements of Public Contract Code4104, or engage in the performance of any contract
for public work, as that term is defined in Division 2, Part 7, Chapter 1 of the Labor Code, unless currently registered and
qualified to perform public work pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5. (http://www.dir.ca.gov/Public-Works/PublicWorks.
html)

9. Reservation of Rights: The Town reserves the right to reject any or all bids; to make any awards or any rejections in
what it alone considers to be in the best interest of the Town, and waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids. If there
is a reason to believe that collusion exists among any bidders, none of the bids of the participants in such collusion will be
considered and the Town may likewise elect to reject all bids received.

10. Substitution of Securities: The successful bidder may substitute securities for retention monies withheld pursuant to
law and under the terms of this contract to ensure performance of the contract, in accordance with California Public Contract
Code, Section 22300.

11. Prevailing Wage Rates: Bidders are hereby notified that provisions of California Labor Code regarding prevailing wages
and apprentices are applicable to the work to be performed under this contract. Pursuant to Section 1773 et seq. the general
prevailing wage rates have been determined by the Director of the California Department of Industrial Relations and appear
in the California Prevailing Wage Rates. Copies are on file at the office of the City Engineer and are available to interested
parties upon request. The successful bidder shall post a copy of the wage rates at the job site.

12. Bid Preparation Cost: Bidders are solely responsible for the cost of plan and specification printing and preparing their
Bids.

13. Town Contact: Questions regarding the project should be directed to Robert Ovadia, PE, by written Requests for
Information (RFI) to: Public Works Department, 80 Fair Oaks Lane, Atherton, CA 94027, no later than eight (8) business days
before bid opening. RFls may be emailed tojmirsaidi@interwestgrp.com
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THEATRE

continued from page 5

who has been in countless PVTC
productions. The last time that he
was cast in a play was decades ago
in the sixth grade.

Luckily, he was cast as the father
of his daughter’s character, a role
he had been perfecting for 16
years.

“T've been a theater dad for
12 years but being part of the
play just puts a different twist
on it when you're actually in the
rehearsal instead of just dropping
her off,” Jay Hartman said.

During rehearsals, a mix of
energy and personalities fill the
room. With young children run-
ning around, teenagers on their
phones, a mom rounding up her
kids and elders chatting with each
other, the room felt like a mirror
image of a typical family gather-
ing. Avery Hartman, who plays
Abeline, described PVTC as her
second home.

“There’s something about (peo-
ple of) different ages telling differ-
ent stories and I think it is more
relational to people who watch it
in the audience where they can
see themselves in every level of the
characters on stage,” said Roxie
Reid, who plays Bryce, Jack and a
traveler in the production.

While younger cast members
appreciate the wisdom that older
peers bring, adults are learning
patience from the youngsters.
Darlene Batchelder who plays
Nellie, the witch and the old lady
said she appreciates the young
people’s brilliance and unique
perspective.

Darlene is acting alongside her
husband Darrell Batchelder, the
oldest in the production, who has
been in over 30 productions with
her. This is the first time that they
have been cast as husband and
wife in the same play. Darrell said
he adlibs a kiss as he walks off the
stage, something he would never
do if it wasn’t with his wife.

Anna Shirzadi, who joined the
production with her 7-year-old
twin daughters Mina and Roya,
said her kids have been helping
her run lines at home but they
can be a couple of tough critics,
she added.

The twins have been in a
couple of PVTC productions and
have “The Miraculous Journey of
Edward Tulane” entirely memo-
rized. Mina said she loves acting
because it’s fun to pretend she’s
someone else. She and her sister
both play the roles of crow and
star.

Community members can
see this MainStage production
come to life at the Portola Valley
Theatre Conservatory starting on
May 1 and May 2 at 7 p.m. The
show will run until May 11.

For more information on per-
formance times, dates and tick-
ets visit pvtc-ca.org/mainstage-
productions. =
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Menlo Park robotics startup energizes area kids

Burning Gear Robotics aims to make robotics accessible to all

By Jennifer Yoshikoshi

urning Gear Robotics,
Ba nonprofit organization

in Menlo Park, aims to
make STEM education more
accessible and engaging for
youth in the Bay Area. Since
2020, the robotics organization
has mentored and taught over
100 students from elementary
through high school.

The organization was found-
ed by Lixia Liao, a Menlo Park
parent and former researcher
at the U.S. Geological Survey.
When her son was 4 years old,
she noticed that the STEM
programs in Menlo Park pub-
lic schools were underdevel-
oped while sports programs
were seeing 10 times more
enrollment.

With a background in civil
engineering, Liao led a two-
person robotics team with her
son and his friend when they
were in elementary school.
When others saw the projects
that Liao’s son was creating,
more people began to show
interest and Liao’s small team
grew into what is now Burning
Gear Robotics.

In just its second year,
that team qualified for both
the state championship and
national U.S. Open Robotics
Tournament. The organiza-
tion has expanded to teach
youth about engineering across
San Mateo, Santa Clara and
Alameda counties.

“We’re trying to make robot-
ics fun and creative, so they can
shape their future with their
own hands,” said Liao. “That’s
how we can empower the com-
munity with robotics.”

Burning Gear Robotics
encourages mentorship and
sharing knowledge to the com-
munity. Liao explained that
experienced high school and
middle school students who
learn from the program go on
to teach younger participants.
When students are not prepar-
ing for competitions, they hold
workshops at libraries and
parks, organize community
fundraisers and introductory
events.

“If you reach your hand and
turn around in a circle, then
what you can reach is only
you. But each time your hand
touches another person, you'll

have tons of them do the same
thing to make a chain reaction,”
Liao said.

Her passion for robotics grew
alongside her son’s growing
interest in STEM. In order to
teach others, Liao spent two
years learning about coding
and mechanical engineering
through a private tutor to be
able to teach others. She also
received additional help from
parents who work at Nvidia,
Meta and Google.

Recently, Burning Gear
Robotics formed a partnership
with Zeffy, a free fundraising
platform which allows every
dollar collected to directly ben-
efit the organization. With the
help of Zefty, Liao said every
$1,000 raised will go toward
increasing student access to a
robotics team or to fund a new
team with equipment.

The organization is trying to
save as much money as possible
by using public spaces for its
robotics classes. The robotics
teams often meet in libraries,
school classrooms after school
hours and coffee shops.

In April, Burning Gear
Robotics led a week-long

650 Los Trancos Rd, Portola Valley

-3 —
Courtesy Burning Gear Robotics

A Menlo Park family’s brainchild, Burning Gear Robotics is bringing fun
technology to kids across three counties.

robotics camp with a dance
school in Belmont, exposing
young girls to the idea that they
can build robots. Most of these
dancers did not have any prior
STEM experience, said Liao.
As the organization continues
to grow, students will expand
their interests toward start-
ing their own robotics teams
and Liao supports this. She
explained that Burning Gear

Robotics is determined to create
new opportunities and encour-
age young aspiring engineers to
explore STEM.

For more information on
Burning Gear Robotics work-
shops and classes visit burning-
gear-robotics.org. m

Email Staff Writer
Jennifer Yoshikoshi at
jyoshikoshi@almanacnews.com.

Coldwell Banker Realty

Stunning views of the hills and bay in this once in a lifetime
opportunity to own 12.55 acres in Palo Alto Open Space located on
an exclusive private road. Build a new estate or remodel the existing
mid-century style home with expansive views. The property backs
up to Arastradero Preserve offering the owner unapparelled privacy.
Large living room with high ceiling and separate dining room, both
with stunning views. Separate two bedroom and two bath cottage
with views of Windy Hill. A sunny pool is surrounded by gardens.

Offered at $14,300,000 &8

Sue Crawford

650-566-5341

scrawford@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE# 00587710

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

April 25,2025 m AlmanacNews.com m The Almanac = I3
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SCAN THE QR CODE FOR
MORE DETAILS OR VISIT US
AT DELEONREALTY.COM

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com
WX E53H 7E B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & 3 650.785.5822
DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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1715 BAY LAUREL DRIVE

Ddeleon MENLO PARK

REALTY *"PLATINUM

TIMELESS LUXURY, MODERN STYLE IN CENTRAL MENLO

Nestled on a serene cul-de-sac in Central Menlo, this exceptional home embodies refined elegance while resting on more
than a quarter-acre of land. Step inside and discover a handsomely appointed, three-level floorplan where timeless luxury
meets modern sophistication. Expansive formal rooms set the stage for elegant entertaining, while the chef’s kitchen -
equipped with top-tier appliances - flows seamlessly into the family room with a cozy, inviting fireplace. The lower level
provides exceptional versatility with a gym, wine cellar, and flexible-use space, and four well-appointed bedrooms include
the stunning primary suite with a spa-inspired bathroom. Outside, resort-like grounds offer a peaceful escape, featuring a
firepit, outdoor kitchen, and mature shade trees, all set against the soothing backdrop of a nearby creek. Ideally located
just minutes from downtown Menlo Park, and near the border of Palo Alto with convenient access to Stanford University,
Sand Hill Road, and world-class shopping and dining, this home is also near many of the area’s top public and private
schools, presenting an unrivaled blend of luxury and convenience.

OPEN HOUSE Notice to Buyers:

SAT & SUN 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM Although a good buyer's agent can add significant insight and
value, you are not required to use one to purchase a DelLeon
listing. If you would like to submit an offer to us directly, please

171 SBayLaUl’eLcom contact the DelLeon Buyer's Team at 650.543.8528 and we will

Offered at $7,988,000 waive 100% of the buyer’s-side commission.

Listed by Michael Repka of the DelLeon Team

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity
o 336 34 3 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & 3: 650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | Deleon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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1932 EMERSON STREET, PALO ALTO 27690 BRIONES COURT, LOS ALTOS HILLS

6 Bedrooms 5,310 Sqg. Ft. Home 4 Bedrooms 3,116 Sq. Ft. Home
6 Bathrooms 10,000 Sq. Ft. Lot 2.5 Bathrooms 1 Acre Lot

Listed at $10,500,000 | 1932Emerson.com Listed at $3,988,000 | 27690Briones.com

For more information about this property, please contact For more information about this property, please contact
Michael Repka | DRE #01854880 Michael Repka | DRE #01854880

650.488.7325 650.488.7325

DON'T OVERPAY TO SELL YOUR HOME

LIST WITH US FOR
3% TOTAL COMMISSION

We have entered a new era where sellers are no longer permitted to
offer any commission to buyer's agents in the MLS, which means that
no commission details are advertised on sites like Zillow or Redfin.
Buyers also need to sign agreements with their agents outlining the
commission they will pay their own agents before they show any
properties. If a seller wants to offer additional compensation to the
buyer's agent, they can, but it is neither required nor encouraged.

While some listing agents will still try to contractually obligate sellers
to pay 2% or more to the buyer's agent, DelLeon Realty has taken
a different approach. Our sellers benefit from our industry-leading
home preparation, staging, and marketing services while paying a
total commission of 3%. Additionally, if a buyer chooses not to pay
a buyer's agent, Ken DelLeon and his team will represent them on
our listings at no cost to either the buyer or the seller.

Contact us today!

Our client-centric business model and policies are just a few of the _
Michael Repka (DRE #01854880) 650.488.7325

reasons why we are the leading listing team in all of Silicon Valley! Hh X2 A B B Audrey Sun (DRE #01933274) E2: 650.785.5822
Equal Housing Opportunity | DeLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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35 HESKETH DRIVE

Ddeleon MENLO PARK

REALTY *"PLATINUM
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EXCEPTIONAL DESIGN & CRAFTSMANSHIP IN CENTRAL MENLO

Blending modern design with timeless sophistication, this 2023-built home rests on nearly a quarter acre in prime Central
Menlo. Meticulously crafted with high-end materials and exceptional attention to detail, the three-level floorplan of
nearly 5,000 square feet is designed for contemporary living, offering expansive gathering areas, a central great room
anchored by a gourmet kitchen with top-tier appliances, and a family room where a wall of glass opens to the backyard
for seamless indoor/outdoor flow. The lower level provides outstanding flexibility, complete with a full bar, temperature-
controlled wine cellar, and gym, while five bedroom suites include a luxurious primary suite with a spa-like bath. Outside,
the private backyard is ideal for entertaining, featuring a pool and a covered, heated patio. All of this, just moments from
downtown Menlo Park, Palo Alto, Stanford University, and top-tier public and private schools, in a coveted neighborhood

near the Atherton border.

OPEN HOUSE Notice to Buyers:

SAT & SUN 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM Although a good buyer's agent can add significant insight and
value, you are not required to use one to purchase a DelLeon
35H keth listing. If you would like to submit an offer to us directly, please
esketh.com contact the DelLeon Buyer's Team at 650.543.8528 and we will

Offered at $8,988,000 waive 100% of the buyer’s-side commission.

Listed by Michael Repka of the DelLeon Team

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity
S F 38 7 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & #5: 650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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LICCARDO

continued from page 8

palpable fear Republicans have
of stepping out of line. That fear
is demonstrated daily, but I've
had many conversations with
other colleagues at the gym at
9 p.m. or the elevator where
they’ve expressed very serious
concerns about whatever’s hap-
pening, but are not willing, ulti-
mately, to put their name on a
bill. And so alot of the stuff I've
been working on across the aisle
is literally to take on what we’re
seeing. For example, one bill ’'m
working on with several col-
leagues is to create what’s called
a private right of action. I know
that’s not very interesting, but
essentially it would enable fired
federal workers or beneficiaries
of federal benefits to sue federal
decision makers and have them
be personally liable for violating
the 1974 Impoundment Act,
which is a tool that Congress
passed in 1974 to enforce Article
1 of the Constitution — the
power of the purse, the separa-
tion of powers with Congress.
So the problem with that ‘74
law is that it can only be imple-
mented with criminal sanction.
And right now, Trump controls
the Department of Justice in
a way that no other president
has in history. And so we
need to empower Americans

throughout the country to be
able to take initiative and to
be able to hold Elon Musk and
DOGE accountable. And by
that, I mean having them be
personally liable.

PAW: What do you see as
the biggest outrage from your
perspective, and the one that
you think is most worthy of
Congress’s attention and your
own attention, as far as respond-
ing to federal actions?

SL: The president, like all this,
took a vow to follow the consti-
tution. So let’s start there. And
I think the most recent appar-
ent violations of the Supreme
Court order about returning
Abrego Garcia gives rise to a
constitutional crisis if the court
ultimately issues a contempt
order that is not complied with.
So we're clearly on that path.

PAW: Do you think we’re not
yet at the constitutional crisis?

SL: Well, were in the zone.
I mean, on Day 1, we have
a president who attempted
to eviscerate the Fourteenth
Amendment granting citizen-
ship to Americans born here.
We have a complete violation
of Article 1 of the Constitution
with congressional capitulation
about both the spending power
and the power to impose duties
and tariffs. You know, the list
goes on and on, but the No. 1
concern has to be, are we going

ENGINEERING

Employment

Snowflake Inc has mltpl Senior Software Engineer positions avail in Menlo
Park, CA. Build a fmly of 1st-clas APIs tht prvd lang-agnstc non-SQL intrfc for
all Snowflake rsourcs. Tlemtg prmttd. Successful candidate’s starting sal will
be dtrmnd based on permissible, non-discriminatory fctrs such as skills, exp,
& geo Ictn. This role is also elgbl for a cmptve bnfts pckge that incld: medical,
dental, vision, life, & disability insrnce; 401(k) ret plan; FSA & HSA; at least 12
paid holidays; PTO; parental leave; ee asst program; & other co bnfts. $215,197
- $285,000/yr. To apply, send rsme & trnspts w/ job title & Ref#7405062-
SrSESMBS5 to resume@snowflake.com. EOE.

ENGINEERING

Snowflake Inc has mltpl Senior Software Engineer positions avail in Menlo

Park, CA. Dsgn & build APIS & lang featurs tht data engrs, data scientts &

app dvlprs use to anlyz & trnsfrm data & build prdctn redy data piplins.
Successful candidate’s starting sal will be dtrmnd based on permissible, non-
discriminatory fctrs such as skills, exp, & geo Ictn. This role is also elgbl for a
cmptve bnfts pckge that incld: medical, dental, vision, life, & disability insrnce;
401(k) ret plan; FSA & HSA; at least 12 paid holidays; PTO; parental leave; ee asst
program; & other co bnfts. $215197 - 276000/yr. To apply, send rsme & trnscrpts
w/ job title & Ref#7405062-SrSESMMS5 to resume@snowflake.com. EOE.

Element Energy, Inc. has multiple openings for the following positions in
Menlo Park, CA: Battery Data Analyst (Wage Offer: $145,000/yr): Telcnmting
permssble up to 2 days/wk. Software and Algorithms Engineer (Wage Offer:
$155,605/yr). Systems Engineer (Wage Offer: $150,259/yr): Domstic travl up to
20%. To apply, email resume and cover letter to HR@elementenergy.com and
reference job title. EOE. Principals only.

ENGINEERING

resume@snowflake.com. EOE.

Snowflake Inc has mltpl Software Engineer positions avail in Menlo Park, CA.
Dsgn, devlp, & suprt ptabyte-scale cloud dtbse tht is hghly prallel & fault-tirnt.
Tlcmtg prmttd. Successful candidate’s starting sal will be dtrmnd based on
permissible, non-discriminatory fctrs such as skills, exp, & geo Ictn. This role

is also elgbl for a cmptve bnfts pckge that incld: medical, dental, vision, life,

& disability insrnce; 401(k) ret plan; FSA & HSA; at least 12 paid holidays; PTO;
parental leave; ee asst program; & other co bnfts. $155605 - $218500/yr. To
apply, send resume and transcripts w/ job title and Ref#7405062-SESMM2 to

If you wish to learn more about the employment advertising
options, please visit AlmanacNews.com/employment_ads/.
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to be a nation in which there
is a rule of law, and that starts
with the Constitution? We can
all identify many decisions by
this president that have been
far more impactful in terms of
the ability of people to pay bills
and survive day-to-day, like the
tariff decision, which is going
to put a lot of people out of work
and create a lot of suffering. But
what I think about it in terms of
what is most disconcerting to
me, it’s undermining constitu-
tional order, because once that
gets broken, it’s awfully hard to
put back together. The arsonists
can move a lot faster than the
home builders can.

PAW: So what should the
Democratic strategy be? We've
seen two approaches, with the
most visible division coming
over the continuing resolu-
tion. The House did one thing
(with almost all the Democrats
voting against it) and the
Senate did another (with sev-
eral Democratic senators joining
Republicans to pass the bill).

SL: I identify three things
that I'm doing and I think we
can do, and it’s to legislate,
litigate and communicate. On
the litigation front, I'm part of
a rapid response task force with
Democratic leadership ...and
were providing information,
were helping with strategy,
we’re writing amicus briefs. ...
We’re in a support role, but I
think an important support
role. ... As we've seen, more
than 60 injunctions have now
taken hold to stall the worst
of the abuses, the worst of the
violations, the Constitution vio-
lations, and hold them up. In
some cases, we may be able to
stop them completely. In some
other cases, we’re just going to
stall them for a few months and
buy time. And buying time does
just two things. It gets us closer

to the 2026 election. And the
second thing it does is it gives
Trump more time to alienate his
friends. And he’s been working
pretty hard at that.

PAW: During the Democratic
division over the continuing res-
olution, Sen. Chuck Schumer’s
position was kind of, ‘Let’s let
him fall on his own sword.” ...
... So do you kind of agree with
Schumer that one of the strate-
gies should be just to let him
do his thing and let the voters
respond in 2026?

SL: Let me be clear that I
thought the vote that Schumer
took on the budget resolution
was... political malpractice.
You know, I do agree with the
notion that I think Napoleon,
which TI'll paraphrase: ‘You
know, when your opponent is
shooting themselves in their
foot. Don’t interrupt them.” But
we have to do more. Democrats
have to demonstrate more than
just that they are the lesser of
two evils. We have to show
we can affirmatively fight to
reduce the cost of living that is
choking millions of American
families, and that’s critical for
us to win in the next election. ...
I think for Democrats, it’s also
important that we focus not on
just winning in 2026 or 2028.
which we have to win. We have
to enable America to win the
next century, and that requires
us to lean in on what I would
call an Innovation Agenda. ...
We don’t have to betray our
values and principles. This
is about ensuring that early-
stage, one-molecule companies
can get the financing they
need to get to a clinical trial,
which could have extraordinary
impacts for millions of people.

PAW: Have you been surprised
by Silicon Valley’s response to
everything’s been happening in
Washington, and I mean that

SCAMS

continued from page 7

of theft by false pretenses, elder
abuse and conspiracy to commit
a felony.

The district attorney’s office
has not filled charges in either
case. Officials did not say if the
two cases were related.

Residents with information
about the cases or similar scams
are encouraged to contact the
Menlo Park Police Department
at (650) 330-6300 or the
Atherton Police Department at
(650) 688-6500.

Law enforcement officials

said to avoid scams, never
click unknown links, share
personal details or send money
to unverified sources. To learn
more about fraud prevention
and common scams, visit the
official website of the California
Department of Justice.

Atherton police previously
issued a warning regarding
scams on April 8. m

Editor’s note: It is Embarcadero
Media Foundation’s policy to
withhold the names of those
arrested for most crimes until
the District Attorney’s Office has
determined that there is sufficient
evidence to file charges in the case.
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Read the latest local news headlines

LET’S DISCUSS:

and comment on articles
at AlmanacNews.com

both at the Mark Zuckerberg
and Elon Musk level and at the
level of the constituents you've
been talking to in telephone
town halls and the people you've
been meeting?

SL: So this distinction
between innovators and oli-
garchs is an important one.
This is a Valley that was
built on relatively libertar-
ian principles.... That includes
many recent innovators, and
for example, in the fintech and
cryptocurrency space. Not all
of them, by the way, are on
board with my beliefs, but that
strong libertarian streak is an
important one for us to tap
into again, because I think it’s
still very much here. I think as
we look at the actions of Musk
and the capitulation of some
companies and individuals to
Trump — it runs counter to
Silicon Valley character. So I
think we need to make Silicon
Valley Silicon Valley again.

I'think there’s alot of people in
this Valley who are pretty frus-
trated about what they’re seeing,
and we certainly saw that in the
vote in November. We know
where the residents are over-
whelmingly. Those are residents
for whom I am doing my best
to find ways to make it harder
for people to capitulate. For
example, there’s a letter that’s
going to managing partners at
several law firms that I believe
engaged in bribery with this
administration. And our next
step is to go to the state bars and
get those managing partners
disbarred. Let’s end their careers
and make sure that people know
that when they capitulate to an
authoritarian that there’s a price
to pay, and that price should be
with their career. m

Email Editor Gennady Sheyner
at gsheyner@almanacnews.com.

OBITUARIES

Local residents who died
recently include:

Maria Luisa Sandin
Marquez, 74, of Palo Alto,
who worked at a chocolate
factory, cheered for the
Giants, and taught at a
first-grade Sunday School,
died on April 15, 2025.

Jameson Quinn, 51, of
Portola Valley, who was
dedicated to devising new
voting methods, died after
falling into a canyon in
Guatemala City while
attempting to rescue a
small dog on March 23,
2025.

To read full obituar-
ies, leave remembranc-
es and post photos, go
to Lasting Memories at
AlmanacNews.com/
obituaries. m
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Public

Notices

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE is hereby given
pursuant to Sections 21700-21716 of the
California Business & Professions Code,
Section 2328 of the UCC, and Section 535 of
the Penal Code. The undersigned, Menlo-
Atherton Storage Storage (“MAS”) in Menlo
Park, CA, will sell via online public sale by
competitive bidding the personal property of
Nena Byrd, Virginia Reyes, Nancy C. Spencer,
Morgan D. Ropp, and Edgar P. Rodriguez
Estrada. Property to be sold: personal affects,
shelving units, tools, boxes of unknown
contents & more.

The auction will be held online at www.
storagetreasures.com. The sale will begin
April 28,2025 at 4pm and end on May 5, 2025
at 4pm. Goods must be paid for in CASH at
MAS and removed at completion of the sale.
Sale is subject to cancellation in the event

of settlement between MAS and obligated
party. Menlo-Atherton Storage, 3757 Haven
Ave, Menlo Park, CA 94025 650.366.3757.
Please refer to www.storagetreasures.com for
all other terms and conditions governing the
bidding and auction process.

(ALM Apr 18 and 25, 2025)

Notice of Public Hearings

The Woodside School District will hold two
separate public hearings on the proposed
Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP),
including the Budget Overview for Parents
cover page, and the proposed Budget for fis-
cal year 2025-26.Date and Time: May 13, 2025,
at 6:00 pmLocation: Woodside School District,
3195 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA 94062.
Website: www.woodsideschool.us

Copies of the LCAP and Budget are available
for review at the Woodside School outdoor
bulletin board (outside front office), Woodside
Post Office, Roberts market (Woodside) May

6 to May 13, 2025, between 9:00 am and 3:00
pm and posted on the District website, www.
woodsideschool.us.

To request a printed or electronic copy, con-
tact Michelle Ahlstrom, mahlstrom@woodsi-
deschool.us, 650 851-1571 ext. 4004. Public
members or stakeholders may request to
comment at the public hearing on the LCAP
and proposed budget or any item therein, by
following the instructions for public comment
found on the District website.

(ALM Apr 25, 2025)

JUNK KING SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-300341

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) JUNK KING SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO,
located at 863 Malcolm Road , Burlingame,
CA 94010. Mailing Address: PO BOX 1486 San
Bruno, CA 94066

Registered owner(s):

FLAGSHIP JKBAY INC

2108 N St Ste N

Sacramento, CA 95816

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA

This business is conducted by: a Corporation.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on April
09, 2025.

(ALM Apr 25, May 2, 9 and 16, 2025)

PRESTIGE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-300317

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) PRESTIGE , located at 1300 Industrial Road
#15, San Carlos, CA 94070.

Registered owner(s):

PRESTIGE ENTERPRISES LLC

1300 Cotton Street

Menlo PArk, CA 94025

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA

This business is conducted by: a Limited
Liability Company.

Registrant has begun to transact business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 03/04/2025.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on April
04, 2025.

(ALM Apr 25, May 2, 9 and 16, 2025)

ALEX THE LOCKSMITH

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-300201

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) ALEX THE LOCKSMITH,, located at 2302
Carlmont Drive Apt 5, Belmont, CA 94002.
Registered owner(s):

OLEKSANDR PEREPELYTSIA

2302 Carlmont Drive Apt 5

Belmont, CA 94002

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
March 24, 2025.

(ALM Apr 25, May 2, 9 and 16, 2025)

FORD AVIATION CONSULTING

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-300068

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) FORD AVIATION CONSULTING, located at
360 Bowsprit Dr, Redwood City, CA 94065.
Registered owner(s):

CAROL MARY FORD

360 Bowsprit Drive

Redwood City, CA, 94065

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has begun to transact business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on January 1, 2025.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
March 10, 2025.

(ALM Apr 4,11, 18 and 25, 2025)

HIGHWAY 1 FITNESS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-300300

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) HIGHWAY 1 FITNESS, located at 225
Cabrillo Highway Suite 104B, HALF MOON
BAY, CA 94019.

Registered owner(s):

WOOSHIFIT LLC

515 EL GRANADA BLVD

HALF MOON BAY, CA 94019

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA
This business is conducted by: a Limited
Liability Company.

Registrant has begun to transact business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 01/01/2022.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on April
03, 2025.

(ALM Apr 11,18, 25 and May 2, 2025)

D &V CLEANING LLC

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-300315

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) D &V CLEANING LLC , located at 222 88th
St APT 202, Daly City, CA 94015.

Registered owner(s):

D &V CLEANING LLC

222 88th St APT 202

Daly City, CA 94015

State of Incorporation/Organization:
California

This business is conducted by: a Limited
Liability Company.

Registrant has begun to transact business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 03/10/2025.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on April
04, 2025.

(ALM Apr 11, 18, 25 and May 2, 2025)

SILVER OAKS MEMORY CARE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-299925

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) SILVER OAKS MEMORY CARE, located at 16
Coleman Place, Menlo Park, CA 94025.
Registered owner(s):

FOX OPS LLC

355 Main Street

Vacaville, CA 95688

State of Incorporation/Organization:
California

This business is conducted by: a Limited
Liability Company.

Registrant has begun to transact business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 10/1/2018.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
February 27, 2025.

(ALM Apr 11,18, 25 and May 2, 2025)

CLAU THERAPY

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-300076

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) CLAU THERAPY , located at 2027
Dumbarton Ave, E Palo Alto, CA, 94303.
Registered owner(s):

CLAUDIA CATTANEO AUXIER

2027 Dumbarton Ave.

E. Palo Alto, 94303

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
March 11, 2025.

(ALM Apr 11, 18, 25 and May 2, 2025)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN
MATEO

Case No.: 25-CIV-02282

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Petitioner: Jose Orlando Ramirez filed a
petition with this court for a decree changing
names as follows:

JOSE ORLANDO RAMIREZ to ORLANDO JOSE
RAMIREZ

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition for change of
name should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes described
above must file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter is scheduled
to be heard and must appear at the hearing
to show cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the petition without
a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: 6/2/2025, 9:00am,

Civil department of the Superior Court of
California, County of San Mateo located at
400 County Center, Redwood City ,Ca 94063.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county:

ALMANAC

Date: 04/03/2025

Chad L Peace

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

(ALM Apr 25, May 2, 9 and 16, 2025)

The Almanac is adjudicated to publish in San Mateo County.

« Fictitious Business Name
« Name Change

- Notice of Bulk Sale

« Legal Summons

« Abandonment of Fictitious Business Name

« Partnership Withdrawal or Dissolution

« Petition to Administer Estate - Probate Hearing
« Trustee Sale

The deadline is Sunday at 11:59 pm. Visit AlmanacNews.com/legal_notices/
For assistance email LegalNotices@AlmanacNews.com.
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continued from page 5

In her cam-
paign, Bonini
states her inten-
tions to pri-
oritize reading
accessibility
for all students
and expanding
access to men-
tal health resources.

“Our children cannot learn
effectively if their mental health
needs are not addressed,” said
Bonini. “Our mental health sup-
ports for students and families
need to become more proac-
tive, seamless, empathetic and
stigma-free.”

Bonini has also led efforts
to increase transparency and
accountability for the office’s
$100 million budget through
policy revisions and adoption of
a governance handbook.

Currently, there is a $20,000
per student funding gap that
exists among San Mateo County
school districts. Bonini stated
her plans to continue efforts
toward securing increased and
sustainable funding for school
districts through regional
collaboration.

For more information on
Bonini’s campaign visit vote
bonini.com.

Chelsea Bonini

Héctor Camacho

Camacho began his career
in education as a bilingual
instructional aide 26 years
ago. He said that sparked his
passion for teaching. Since
then, he has held positions
in teaching, counseling and
administration. Camacho also
served as a San Mateo County
Board of Education trustee for
11 years.

In 2022, he worked with
Reach University on a project
that focused on addressing the
teacher shortage and creating
affordable pathways for non-
teaching school staff in rural

areas to pursue a teaching
career.

After working for decades in
education, Camacho said he is
running for superintendent of
schools because he cares about
the students and believes that
“every child should feel safe,
seen and supported.”

If elected, Camacho will be
looking at how the county can
support the expansion of early
childhood education, child-
care services and addressing
the teacher shortage in these
classrooms.

With ongoing conversations
about the lack of teachers,
Camacho said he has met many
classified employees who have
been working for decades as
custodians, office assistants,
bus drivers
and parapro-
fessionals and
would make
great teachers,
but have not
been able to
finish school
and obtain a
degree.

Camacho also wants to look
into innovative pathways for
these staff members to complete
their degrees, earn their teach-
ing credentials and begin their
careers in local schools.

“I'm hoping to recruit folks
because we need teachers who
are supported and respected
and who are empowered to lead
from the classroom,” he said.

“This isn’t a political position,”
said Camacho. “This is a posi-
tion for people that have worked
in schools, know the issues that
schools and students are facing,
understand the communities
that they work in and how to
make really positive change.”

For more information on
Camacho’s campaign visit
votehector.com. m

Héctor Camacho

Email Staff Writer
Jennifer Yoshikoshi at
jyoshikoshi@almanacnews.com.

IKEA

continued from page |

The drones won't replace any
of the 300 employees at the East
Palo Alto IKEA, according to
Marsh. And IKEA said employ-
ees would not have reduced
hours due to the drones, even if
their workload is decreased.

“There aren’t any coworkers
whose job is just checking inven-
tory. Currently, it’s just a portion
of their shift,” she said. “Now we
can allocate that time to other
tasks like replenishment, pick-
ing online orders.”

The drones fly throughout
aisles in the warehouse sec-
tion of the East Palo Alto store
and scan barcodes of prod-
ucts on shelves based on what

employees have said needs to be
checked. The goal is to improve
IKEA’s stock accuracy, employ-
ee satisfaction and employee
workload.

Verity claims to have a reli-
ability rate of 99.992%.

“IKEA knows we are in an
omnichannel environment and
the partnership with Verity
gives us more time and effi-
ciency,” Marsh added, who
explained that IKEA wants
customers to have a seamless
experience in stories and online.

The drones have been in a
trial phase since February and
became fully operational in
March. =

Email Staff Writer Arden Margulis
at amargulis@almanacnews.com.
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Filoli staff go treasure hunting on a mission to return mansion’s contents to original glory

By Sheryl Nonnenberg

iloli Historic House
and Gardens is the
only National Trust for

Historic Preservation prop-
erty on the San Francisco
Peninsula. Visiting the 654-
acre site in Woodside, with
its 54,000-square-foot Willis
Polk-designed mansion, is
an opportunity to step back
in time and imagine how the
previous owners, the Bourn
and Roth families, enjoyed
a life of wealth and prestige.
In order to make the experi-
ence as authentic as possible,
the estate's staff has made a
concerted effort to find and/or
replace significant objects that
once belonged in the home.
It is a monumental task that
involves research, persever-
ance and patience, as well as a
healthy dose of good luck.

Filoli Director of Museum
Collections Kevin Wisney
said that the story begins
with William and Agnes
Bourn, who purchased the
land in 1917 with the plan
to build a country retreat on
the Peninsula. It took three
years to build the house and
the Bourns (whose wealth
came from gold mines and
the Spring Valley Water
Company) owned the prop-
erty until their deaths in
1936.

“The major part of the
story is about them — they
envisioned it and built it,” said
Wisney. He explained that the
Bourns loved California and
purchased art and furnishings
from regional artists that they
knew.

“We think about the forma-
tion of California, the people
who were here creating the
state — it is a compelling
story. Seeing the collection
that Agnes Bourn built tells a
story about her life, the time

and what was happening in
the world,” he said.

In 1937 the house had new
owners, William and Lurline
Roth (heiress to the Matson
Navigation Company), who
purchased not only the house
but all of its contents.

“They were buying a feeling,
a lifestyle. The Roths were
incredibly social and it was a
great place for business events
and parties,” Wisney said.

The Roths expanded the
gardens and made Filoli the
showplace we know today,
but in 1975 Lurline Roth
determined that the prop-
erty should be cared for
by the National Trust and
opened to the public. She
and other family members
took some of the contents of
the house and the rest was
auctioned off by Butterfield
& Butterfield. By the time

Anna Hoch-Kenney
Above: Filoli curator
Kevin Wisney stands
between two recently
acquired torchieres
(the golden stands) in
the Filoli estate's house.
Left: A photograph of
Yosemite by Carleton
Watkins, one of the
first photographers to
photograph the valley,
hangs at Filoli.

the Trust took possession,
the house was empty.

It fell to the staff to fill the
house again.

“They accepted a lot of
things that were not necessar-
ily of the time, mainly just to
decorate it,” Wisney said. But
there was always an underly-
ing desire to remove objects
that did not fit the Bourn era
and to acquire original pieces,
or reasonable replacements.
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In order to do this, Wisney
has had to become a bit of
a sleuth. Thanks to copi-
ous photography taken in
the home (the house was
often featured in local maga-
zines and the Bourns also
had photographs taken for
record-keeping), he has been
able to determine what was
in each room. In addition, a
1936 bank assessment of the
entire house was undertaken
and virtually everything was
inventoried. “It’s an incredible
resource for us,” said Wisney.

Using this background
information, Wisney has
endeavored to replace key
pieces in each of the down-
stairs rooms. The house's
upper floor is used for offic-
es and storage and is not
open to the public. While
the task sounds daunting, he
explained that he is not look-
ing for every ash tray or vase,
but rather “major objects that
define a room.”

He had a recent success in
the acquisition of two gilded
torchieres (plant or candle
stands) that once stood in the
Reception Room. Acting on
a tip from a donor, Wisney
learned that a pair of stands
were being offered by a Los
Angeles auction house. They
looked very much like the
objects from the Bourn era
and he obtained permission
to bid on them. He did not
have much hope and, after
the auction, “I more or less
forgot about them.” But then
he got an email saying that his
bid was successful. Surprised
and pleased, he drove to Los
Angeles in order to pick them
up and noticed something
amazing. A small black-and-
white picture attached to one

See COLLECTION, page 22
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continued from page 21

of the stands revealed that it
was taken in a room with wall-
paper just like that found in
the Reception Room. They were
original pieces, once owned by the
Bourn family.

“You follow a lot of dead ends
and then something will hit you
and you say ‘This s it — this is the
one,” he said.

There are other avenues that
Wisney can pursue, including
public donations and assistance
from Filoli friends and donors.
Descendents of the Bourns and
Roths have donated furniture
and decorative items, as well as
personal belongings like Lurline
Roth’s dresses.

Photographs revealed that the
house was once “littered with
objects from Tiffany and Cartier,”
as Wisney described it. While
some of the inventory descriptions
are vague, by blowing up these
vintage photographs, Wisney was
able to see that the Bourns owned
a “pine needle” lamp by Tiffany.
A generous donor offered to fund
the purchase of a similar lamp, as
well as an ink well and box, all of
which are now on display.

When Wisney discovered that
Agnes Bourn collected mezzo-
tints and displayed them in the
mansion’s long hallway, the same
donor offered to purchase several
so that the area could be returned
to its original state. “It’s fun when
donors get excited with you,” said
Wisney.

He noted that it is not unusual
for people to stop by or call to say
that they have objects they believe
came from the house. There is a
lengthy process involved before
a piece can be accepted, from
initial examination to presenta-
tion to the president of Filoli, to
detailed condition reports and
final consideration by the board
of trustees. He encourages anyone
who thinks they have an object
from the house to contact him. “If
itisa Bourn piece we will do what
we can to acquire it because they
are so rare,” he said.

When asked if he had one spe-
cial object that he would love to
find, Wisney responded quickly.
There was once a trifold screen
in the dining room that framed

Anna Hoch-Kenney
A recently acquired Arthur Putnam bronze sculpture is displayed at
Filoli.

three bright tapestries of flow-
ers and birds. A descendent of
the Bourns was able to buy the
screen frame at auction, but not
the tapestries. Apparently, the
tapestries were made by a famous
European firm and the only sur-
viving example of their work is in
the British Museum. Wisney said
he would love to replace them
with reproductions as they would
“light up the room.”

The tapestry project will have
to wait, however, until the draper-
ies in the room are replaced. His
research revealed that the drapes,
made by the renowned House of
Scalamandré, were once a “deep
aubergine color” but have been
faded by the sun. Luckily, he was
able to work with a local firm in
finding the original loom card
for the weaving and they will be
reproduced.

It is this kind of success that
keeps the project moving forward,
in spite of alimited budget and the
passage of time.

“It is an ongoing process,”
explained Wisney. “We think we
have approximately 40% of the
pieces brought back.”

In the meantime, there are
some relatively simple fixes that
don’t require acquisitions. Wisney
said that recent research revealed
that the library originally had a
blue palette, rather than the red
we see now. Estate staff aim to
return the room to its original
appearance.

Wisney acknowledged the work
can be “slow and frustrating,” but
each object returned or replaced
provides another piece of the puz-
zle and offers visitors the chance
to enjoy a rare, authentic experi-
ence in an early 20th-century
California manor house.

“It all tells a cohesive arc of a
story about a woman, a place, a
state, a time,” said Wisney. m

Email Contributing Writer
Sheryl Nonnenberg at
nonnenberg@aol.com.

Visitors can tour Filoli's house
and gardens daily, 10 a.m.-

5 p.m. Filoli is located at

86 Canada Road, Woodside.
Admission is $29-$39.

For more information,

visit filoli.org.
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The Flying
Karamazov
Brothers

The long-running, comedic
and theatrical juggling act
The Flying Karamazov
Brothers has been going
strong since 1973, when
the troupe was founded in
Northern California, and

in the many years since

has appeared everywhere
from “Seinfeld” to “Mister
Rogers’ Neighborhood”

to the 1984 Olympics.

The “Brothers” bring

their high-energy high

jinks to Palo Alto, where
audiences should “expect
the unexpected,” according
to the Oshman Family JCC,
which is hosting the event.

April 26, 7 p.m., Albert and
Janet Schultz Cultural Arts
Hall, Oshman Family |CC,
3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto;
$49.87-$60.54; tinyurl.com/
KaramazovPaloAlto]CC.

Courtesy Robin Klinger Entertainment
The Flying Karamazov Brothers will perform at the Oshman Family
JCC.

Richard Howell

Celebrated jazz saxophonist, vocalist and educator
Richard Howell is joined by a full backing band for his
upcoming performances at Meyhouse Palo Alto. Howell
defines his work as “Bridge Music,” a “jazz pathway”
that can connect and unite listeners. He’s performed
and/or recorded with icons such as Etta James and
Chaka Khan and played at venues including Zellerbach
Hall, the Royal Albert Hall and in the Newport and
New Orleans Jazz Festival.

April 25-26, 6:30 and 8:30 p.m., Meyhouse Palo Alto,
640 Emerson St., Palo Alto; $50; meyhousejazz.com.

Dabin Presents: Stay in Bloom

Canadian musician, DJ and producer Dabin returns to
Stanford’s Frost Amphitheater for his “Stay in Bloom”
festival, which debuted in 2024. Dabin, according to
his website, “distinguishes himself with a unique
genre-defying live show in which he incorporates
electronic guitar, synthesizers and drum pads.” Stay

in Bloom offers two days of music, featuring artists
Blanke, Audrey Nuna, Tisoki, Johnny Chay, William
Black, Max, Hoang, Nikita The Wicked and Dab the Sky
— Dabin's collaborative project with fellow electronic
producer Said the Sky.

April 26-27, 4 p.m., Frost Amphitheater,
351 Lasuen St., Stanford; $149.38; live.stanford.edu.

Rally for Riekes

The mission of Menlo Park’s Riekes Center is to help
bring out the best in every student, whether it be
through creative arts, outdoor skills or physical fitness.
The community is invited to celebrate the center and
support the organization’s scholarships at its Rally for
Riekes fundraising event, which will feature games,
entertainment, dinner and more.

April 26, 5 p.m., The Riekes Center, 3455 Edison Way,
Menlo Park; $250 for individual tickets;
riekes.org/rally-for-riekes.

Dorsey Nunn

Menlo Park’s Dorsey Nunn has been advocating for the
rights of California prisoners and their families since

he himself was incarcerated at a young age. In 2003,
Dorsey cofounded All of Us or None, a grassroots
movement of formerly incarcerated people working

to secure their civil and human rights. His memoir,
“What Kind of Bird Can’t Fly?”, written with longtime
journalist Lee Romney, “links the politics of Black Power
to the movements for Black lives and dignified reentry
today,” according to his publisher, Heyday Books.
Dorsey will discuss his experience and decades of work
in conversation with Lee at an event at Kepler’s Books.

April 29, 7 p.m., Kepler’s Books, 1010 EI Camino Real #100,
Menlo Park; $11.49-$32.49; tinyurl.com/DorseyNunnKeplers.
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Ddeleon MENLO PARK

REALTY *"PLATINUM

STUNNING MEDITERRANEAN ESTATE ON NEARLY 1/3-ACRE

Nestled in a tranquil cul-de-sac, this spectacular Mediterranean-style estate seamlessly combines high-end luxury with
everyday comfort on nearly a third of an acre. Step into the grand rotunda foyer, which opens to an expansive floor plan
spanning over 6,700 square feet across two thoughtfully designed levels. Inviting spaces blend elegance and functionality,
including generous formal rooms, a gourmet kitchen, an executive office, and four en suite bedrooms. Additional highlights
include a custom wine cellar, multiple fireplaces, and an impressive game room complete with a full bar. Remarkable
grounds boast an outdoor kitchen and solar-heated saltwater pool, ideal for entertaining or unwinding in style. Plus, this
home provides air conditioning on the main level, ample storage and flexible-use spaces, and an attached garage for
added convenience. Ideally located between downtown Menlo Park and Palo Alto, this property offers easy access to
Sand Hill Road, Silicon Valley commute routes, and top-rated public and private schools like Menlo-Atherton High and
Sacred Heart (buyer to verify eligibility).

OPEN HOUSE Notice to Buyers:

SUNDAY 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM Although a good buyer’s agent can add significant insight and
value, you are not required to use one to purchase a DelLeon
listing. If you would like to submit an offer to us directly, please

8Reyna~C0m contact the DelLeon Buyer's Team at 650.543.8528 and we will
Offered at $8,988,000 waive 100% of the buyer's-side commission.

Listed by Michael Repka of the DelLeon Team

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity
o 336 34 3 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & 3: 650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | Deleon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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t 70 years old, many people have

begun their retirement. Not Alice

Larse — she started her debut
company, one whose cookies would be
included in a Grammys swag bag, enjoyed
by Wolfgang Puck and twice win Best
Cookie by the National Association for the
Specialty Food Trade.

Alice’s Stick Cookies specializes in Larse’s
recipe for vanillinsocker cookies — buttery,
melt-in-your-mouth Swedish shortbread
cookies that look like biscotti. The Los
Altos-born company got its start selling at
Draeger’s Market around 26 years ago. Now,
Larse’s stick-shaped cookies are available in
three flavors and can be found in specialty
food stores all along the Peninsula and are
available for online order nationwide.

Larse died last April, but her influence

More information is available at
alicesstickcookies.com. Instagram:
@alicesstickcookies.

Clockwise from the top: Alice’s Stick Cookies offers three flavors of vanillinsocker cookies: vanilla, lemon and cinnamon ginger. Alice’s Stick Cookies can be ordered online through

and legacy live on in the people whose lives
she impacted and in her cookies that con-
tinue to be sold today.

“She is one of the most influential people
in my life as my grandma, but also my
professional life, inspiring me to cook for
aliving,” said Lars Smith, owner of State of
Mind pizzeria. “She and I had a really spe-
cial relationship, and she really knew who I
was, even at times when I didn’t.”

Smith, who owns a public house and
pizzeria in Los Altos and Redwood City,
as well as a slice house in Palo Alto, said he
was raised in his “grandma Alice’s” kitchen
and has fond memories of baking with her.
He grew up eating her stick cookies, which
he described as “a work of art,” but he didn’t
often bake them himself, saying that he
didn’t inherit the baking gene.

“Even in her 90s, I needed her help to
make cookies and cakes and stufflike that,”
Smith said.

Larse grew up in Washington, moving
to California and eventually to Los Altos
in the 1950s for her husband’s job in the
budding space industry. She was heavily

involved in the Los Altos community as
well as the Episcopalian Church.

“Her whole life was about living her life
like Jesus lived his — not the church, not
the hierarchy, but she would give anything
to anybody at any time,” Smith said.

For Larse, creating her business was
never about the money, Smith said. It was
all about passion.

“My grandpa was diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s, which is traumatic in many
ways, and she was looking for ways to stay
busy,” he said. “Baking was something that
she really loved to do, and she didn’t shy
away from a challenge in life.”

When Larse turned 80, she decided it was
time to retire, selling the company to Los
Altos resident Kelly Flaig, whose daugh-
ter was in the same kindergarten class as
Larse’s great-grandson.

“We had no experience in baking..but
what steered us to the company was every-
body in the community knew them and
loved them,” Flaig said. “One of my closest
friends said, ‘Oh my gosh, I've been buying
those for 10 years at Draeger’s.”

Since Flaig took over in 2011, she’s
kept the same recipes (which are free
of eggs, nuts and nut oil) and the same
commercial kitchen in Santa Clara that

Larse used, she said.

“People always say, ‘You should come up
with another flavor. You should change it,”
she said. “Nope, exactly the same.”

Alice’s Stick Cookies originally came in
four flavors — vanilla, lemon and cinna-
mon ginger are in production today, and
orange chocolate will be reintroduced soon.
Vanilla is the bestseller, but Flaig said she
can’t pick a favorite between vanilla and
cinnamon ginger, which reminds her of a
snickerdoodle.

“There’s a certain snap with the cookies.
It’s not hard, but there’s a certain crunch to
it,” she said. “They’re in loaves, hand cut, so
you’'ll see that theyre not exactly the same
size and shape.”

Flaig’s four children grew up helping out
with Alice’s Stick Cookies. Her sons would
bake at the commercial kitchen, and her
daughters would help out at demos and
events.

Flaig said there are many ways to enjoy
Alice’s Stick Cookies. Crumble them over
ice cream, dunk them into coffee, add
them to a charcuterie board, dip them in
chocolate or even make a cheesecake crust
out of them.

See COOKIES, page 26
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the website or found at most local specialty food stores. Los Altos resident Kelly Flaig is the current owner of Alice’s Stick Cookies. Alice’s Stick Cookies are baked at a commercial
kitchen in Santa Clara. All photos courtesy Alice’s Stick Cookies.
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Anna Hoch-Kenney

Koichi Baba, owner of Koma Sushi in Portola Valley, behind the restaurant’s sushi bar.

Kanpai Sushi in Palo Alto to
close next month, merging with
Portola Valley’s Koma Sushi

Koma Sushi will have an updated menu with small plates
from Kanpai and a new omakase prix fixe option

By Adrienne Mitchel

fter about a decade in Palo Alto, Kanpai

A]S\;:Shi will have its final day of service

ay 24. Despite losing its lease, Kanpai

isn’t permanently closing, said owner Koichi

Baba, as the sushi spot will be merging with its
sister restaurant in Portola Valley.

Beginning June 2, Koma Sushi in Ladera
Country Shopper will
have a revamped menu
featuring favorites from
Kanpai’s menu, and cus-
tomers can expect to
see familiar faces of the
Kanpai staff. While the
name Koma Sushi will
remain, expect the menu
to feature “more authen-
tic Japanese appetizers and small dishes” from
Kanpai’s menu, including broiled miso-mar-
inated black cod and lamb chop with wasabi
mayo and unagi sauce, Baba said. He also plans
to introduce a “more traditional Japanese style”
omakase five-course prix fixe option to Koma.

This isn’t the first time Baba had to merge his
restaurants due to losing his lease. In 2021, he
was forced to close Koma Sushi in Menlo Park,
merging the restaurant with Palo Alto’s Kanpai
Sushi.

Koma Sushi has a history spanning back to
1977, when founder Riyoko Lingerfelt opened
the original restaurant. Baba, who had been an
exchange student in the U.S. twice, was living
in Tokyo and knew about the restaurant from a
mutual friend. Excited to return to the U.S,, he

Koma Sushi, 3130 Alpine Road, Portola Valley;
650-367-6547. Open Monday to Thursday
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4:30-8 p.m.,
Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4:30-8:30
p-m. and Saturday from 4:30-8:30 p.m.

‘l can greet our regular
customers every time they
come in. Sometimes they
come in and they miss me ...

KoicHi BABA, KOMA SusHI OWNER

took a job at Koma Sushi, taking over the busi-
ness when Lingerfelt was ready to retire in 1988.
He later would expand the restaurant to Menlo
Park, where it stayed for two decades before los-
ing its lease.

During his 40-year career in Bay Area
Japanese restaurants, Baba has noticed a shift
in consumer dining habits. Decades ago, about
half of the customers would order kitchen food,
like tempura, teriyaki
and sukiyaki, as their
entree and the other half
would order sushi, he
noted. More recently, he
estimates more than 70%
of customers order sushi
as an entree and kitchen
food as a side order.

When asked what dif-
ferentiates his sushi restaurants from others in
the area, Baba posits the authenticity of his food.

“We are one of the few Japanese-owned
Japanese restaurants in the Bay Area. I would
say more than 90% of the Japanese restaurants
now are operated by non-Japanese owners,” he
said. “The way we cook and the way we serve is
very traditional Japanese.”

The Palo Alto resident is open to opening
more Japanese restaurants, if the opportunity
presents itself, but for now, he’s content with
pairing down the scale to just one.

“The good thing is that I can stay at one place
in Portola (Valley) every day,” he said. “I can
greet our regular customers every time they
come in. Sometimes they come in and they
miss me ... Now I am able to meet with them
every day. That’s something that I am looking
forward to.”

Baba said he hopes to see his Palo Alto regulars
come dine at Koma Sushi and looks forward to
becoming more involved in the Portola Valley
community. m

From the top down: Kanpai Sushi’s dragon roll has shrimp tempura and avocado
inside and is topped with eel. Kanpai Sushi’s homemade tamago. A platter of
Amaebi, tuna, albacore, yellowtail tuna, salmon, surf clam, scallop, and squid
sashimi, served with fried Amaebi heads on a bed of shredded daikon radish, at
Kanpai Sushi in Palo Alto. Photos by Magali Gauthier.
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Courtesy Lars Smith
From left, Lars Smith, his brother and business partner Andrew Smith and
his grandmother Alice Larse, founder of Alice’s Stick Cookies.
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continued from page 24

Cookies can be purchased
directly from the website (priced
at $27 for three eight-ounce
boxes, $45 for six, $81 for 12 and
$150 for 24) or at various spe-
cialty stores for $10-$12 a box.

Alice’s Stick Cookies are avail-
able at DeMartini Orchard,
Draeger’s, Andronico’s Market,
Gourmet Works and BK
Collections in Los Altos; The
Market at Edgewood, Sigona’s
Farmers Market and Schaub’s
Meat, Fish & Poultry in Palo
Alto; Draeger’s in Menlo Park;

Dehoff’s Market, Sigona’s
Farmers Market and Delucchi’s
Market in Redwood City; Mills
Cargo in South San Francisco;
Bianchini’s Market in San Carlos
and Portola Valley; Dean’s
Produce in San Mateo; and
Zanotto’s Market in Sunnyvale.

Flaig said she has had
many wonderful opportuni-
ties because of Alice’s Stick
Cookies, including lunch with
chef Wolfgang Puck as well
as singer-songwriter Carol
Connors. As for the future
of the business, she hopes to
continue finding new specialty
stores to carry the cookies and

MAY 9, 2025
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THREE WINNERS
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“Linden ¢Tiree
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introducing them to new com-
munities. m

Email Food Editor Adrienne
Mitchel at amitchel@
embarcaderomedia.org.

Dig into food news. Follow

the Peninsula Foodist on
Instagram @peninsulafoodist
and subscribe to the newsletter
at AlmanacNews.com/peninsula-
foodist to get insights on the
latest openings and closings,
learn what the Foodist is excited
about eating, read exclusive
interviews and keep up on the
trends affecting local restaurants.

THE 39TH
ANNUAL
PALO
ALTO
WEEKLY

ALL
STORIES
MUST BE
2,500
WORDS
ORLESS




SPECTACULAR VIEWS OVERLOOKING
SAN FRANCISCO BAY AND ATHERTON
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1205 TRINITY DRIVE | MENLO PARK |

e Two-story estate home with exceptional views of
San Francisco Bay

e Premier Sharon Heights location on the border of Atherton

e Rare oversized lot of approximately three-quarters of an
acre (32,560 square feet)

e 5 bedrooms, each with en suite bath, plus half-bath

e Approximately 6,840 total square feet
— Main residence: 6,200 square feet
— Attached 2-car garage: 640 square feet

e Main rooms: foyer, living room with fireplace, library/office,
formal dining room, customized wine cellar, sun room,

kitchen, family room with fireplace, upstairs office with
fireplace, formal powder room, laundry room

FOR
SALE

Please Call for
Appointment

OFFERED AT $9,750,000 | 1205TRINITY.COM

e Personal accommodations: main-level bedroom suite with dual-entry
bath, upstairs primary bedroom suite with Bay view balcony and all-
new bath and closets, two upstairs bedroom suites, and a privately
located upstairs bedroom suite also perfect for fitness

¢ New white oak floors in the public rooms and new carpeted bedrooms
¢ Freshly painted interiors in a soft neutral palette

e Attached oversized 2-car garage with epoxy floor

e Built-in dual barbecue centers and recessed spa

¢ Beautifully landscaped gardens all around with roses and
specimen trees

e Championship tennis court
e Excellent Las Lomitas schools

UGH
ORNISH

& ASsSOCIATES
Over $3.5 Billion in Sales
#1 Coldwell Banker Agent, San Francisco Peninsula
#11 Coldwell Banker Agent, United States
#98 Agent in the United States, RealTrends 2024

HucH CORNISH
650.619.6461

hcornish@cbnorcal.com
DRE# 00912143
M hughcornish.com

CHRISTINA HENGEHOLD

#8 415.722.6402
B christina.hengehold@cbrealty.com

< £y
Yxu %

COLDWELL
BANKER

REALTY

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification.
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2025 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01908304.
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REFINED RENOVATION WITH SWEEPING _VIEWS
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JUST OPEN SAT & SUN
LISTED April 26 & 27, 1:00 — 4:00pm

83 TUM SUDEN WAY | WOODSIDE | OFFERED AT $4,995,000 | 83TUMSUDEN.COM

e Whole-home transformation inside and out, with designer style e | ower level: family room with fireplace, extra-large recreation
e Sweeping views out to the San Francico Bay, East Bay hills, room with kitchenette and rock climbing wall, half-bath, four
and western hills bedrooms, bath

Newly refinished hardwood floors on the main level and

e Just over one-half acre (approximately 22,546 square feet) X
engineered wood floors on the lower level

* 5 bedrooms, office, 2 full baths, and 2 half-baths

e Expansive upper and lower level decks
¢ Approximately 6,465 total square feet of living space

— Main home: 4,840 square feet Vast level lawn, custom playground and treehouse, built-in
- Garage: 855 square feet swings, and open meadow
— Storage and mechanical: 770 square feet Excellent Woodside Elementary School (TK-8)

¢ Main level: foyer, living room with fireplace, formal dining room,
kitchen, office, half-bath, primary bedroom suite with fireplace;
attached 3-car garage with laundry

UGH
ORNISH

& ASSOCIATES

HucH CORNISH
650.619.6461

hcornish@cbnorcal.com R christina.hengehold@cbrealty.com
Over $3.5 Billion in Sales DRE# 00912143 COLDWELL | DRE# 02210414
#1 Coldwell Banker Agent, San Francisco Peninsula M hughcornish.com BANKER christinahengehold.com
#11 Coldwell Banker Agent, United States REALTY

#98 Agent in the United States, RealTrends 2024

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification.
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2025 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01908304.
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