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Woodside students blossom in school’s garden

Second graders’ art and flowers
to feature at native plant sale

By Jennifer Yoshikoshi

econd graders in Woodside
Elementary School’s gar-

den plucked edible flowers
and grasses, munching on them
as they collected salamanders,
slugs, beetles and ants. Even at
this young age, the students are
becoming well-versed in native
plants, gardening and wildlife.
In recognition of April as
Native Plant Month, Woodside
students and community mem-
bers have been working hard
to promote the practice of gar-
dening and native plant appre-
ciation. In preparation for an
upcoming plant sale with the
Woodside Atherton Garden
Club, Woodside Elementary’s
second graders participated in a
native plant painting contest and
grew California poppies in their
school garden.
As far back as the 1970s, the
Woodside Atherton Garden Club
has hosted a biannual plant sale.

On Saturday, May 9, the garden
club will be selling native plants,
including the student-grown
California poppies, along with
vegetables, roses, grasses and
more, at the Woodside Library’s
native plant garden, where the
second grade class’s paintings
will be on display. The painting
contest, led by Woodside teacher
Brian Myrtetus, will award three
students with a milkshake from
Buck’s Restaurant down the road.
In 2023, California officially
designated April as Native Plant
Month to promote their conser-
vation and restoration. Members
of the Woodside Atherton
Garden Club said the group was
“instrumental in advocating” for
this resolution to pass.
“Creating awareness around
native plants is important because
not only are they water-wise,
but they support the local pol-
linators, birds and animals,” said

See GARDEN, page 20

Michael Molcsan

Second grade students pick peas in the school garden to have with their snack at Woodside Elementary

School in Woodside on April 17.

Man sues YouTubers over alleged pepper-spray attack at Mountain View Costco

By Arden Margulis

man who says his eyes
were injured when a
group of YouTubers pep-

per-sprayed him at a Mountain
View Costco has filed a lawsuit
seeking millions of dollars in
damages, as well as a court
order forcing them to end their
channels.

Paul Rubino, a maintenance
worker in Milpitas, alleges his
eyesight was damaged after he
was attacked by a group of four
“First Amendment auditors”
on March 28 while shopping at
the Costco on North Rengstorff
Avenue.

According to Mountain View

police and Rubino, as he was
leaving the store, Rubino asked
the group why they were filming
shoppers. After a brief verbal
confrontation, the group alleg-
edly followed Rubino to his car
and pepper-sprayed him.

A police report alleges that
Northridge resident Richard
Maza, 51, deliberately provoked
the encounter in order to claim
self-defense in pepper-spraying
Rubino and attract views for
his channel to monetize the
interaction.

“They were terrorizing people
that were just trying to do their
shopping,” Rubino said in an
interview with this news orga-
nization. “It was one of those

things that I felt the need to
step in to protect people. And it
quickly turned into a threaten-
ing situation where these guys
followed me.”

Rubino said that when he tried
to leave, the group followed
him to his car and tried to get
his address from a package in
his car. Maza put his camera
through Rubino’s open car win-
dow as he was trying to leave
and when he pushed it away,
Maza pepper-sprayed Rubino.

“It was a shock,” Rubino said.
“I've never experienced any-
thing like that before and the
next thing I know, these guys are
taping me and they’re enjoying
what’s going on.”
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Claiming damaged eyesight, lawsuit seeks $3M and shutdown of channel

The group that was at the
Costco included Maza, who
posts on the channel “Freedom
of the Press,” Richard Troyan
of Canada, who is behind a
channel titled “True North
Transparency,” and father and
son duo Conrad and Nick
Rankin who run iiMPACT
Media. They refer to their videos
as “First Amendment audits,”
because there’s a constitutional
right to film in most public plac-
es. Then the “auditors” upload
their videos of people’s reactions
to sites like YouTube.

Maza was arrested by
Mountain View police and
charged with two felonies stem-
ming from the incident. Police

claimed that Maza mocked
the people he pepper-sprayed
on social media, which is “not
typical of victims who are truly
defending themselves,” officers
said in a police report.

Police stated that videos on
Maza’s channel where he uses
pepper spray have three times
the views of his other videos.

Rubino and his attorney say
that while YouTube may not
be legally responsible for the
content, the company has an
ethical obligation to stop profit-
ing from the videos. Mountain
View-based Google, which owns
YouTube, did not respond to

See ATTACK, page /2
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85 BELBROOK WAY

Ddeleon ATHERTON

REALTY *"PLATINUM

RESORT-LIKE GROUNDS AND RARE VIEWS

Set behind gates on over an acre of complete privacy, this Mediterranean estate of more than 7,600 square feet is a rare retreat in
Atherton. Expansive formal rooms exude elegance, while a walk-out family room opens directly to the grounds, blending indoor
and outdoor spaces with ease. The chef’s kitchen is equipped with high-end appliances and dual islands, creating a space perfect
for gathering friends and family. Five bedrooms, including a primary suite with a steam shower, offer serene and luxurious retreats,
and an imperial staircase along with an elevator connect the two levels gracefully.

The grounds are extraordinary, designed to feel like a private five-star resort. An oversized pool with an elevated spa sets the scene
for leisurely afternoons, while a fireplace and broad terraces create inviting spaces for relaxation or entertaining. Lush landscaping
and level lawns frame the home, offering both privacy and a sense of openness, all complemented by rare Western Hill views that
few Atherton properties can match. Moments from Las Lomitas schools, Stanford University, and the venture capital hubs along Sand
Hill Road, this estate combines seclusion, convenience, and a lifestyle defined by elegance, comfort, and timeless sophistication.

Notice to Buyers:

SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT TODAY

Although a good buyer’s agent can add significant insight and

value, you are not required to use one to purchase a DelLeon
85B |b k listing. If you would like to submit an offer to us directly, please
elbrook.com contact the DelLeon Buyer's Team at 650.531.5279 and we will

Offered at $14,988,000 waive 100% of the buyer’s-side commission.

Listed by Ken DelLeon of the DeLeon Team

Ken Deleon, DRE #01342140 | 650.300.0888 | ken@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity
WS E 5 7 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & #: 650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | Deleon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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Every home is unique. Like you. Like us.

Sothebys — Discover your | Qf ]

GOLDENGATESIR.COM
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1205 Woodland Avenue, Menlo ark 2161 Valparaiso Avenue, Menl
OFFERED AT $4,398,000

OFFERED AT $4,500,000
OMAR KINAAN

CHRIS IVERSON
650.776.2828 LICENSE# 01723115 650.450.0450 LICENSE# 01708130

110 Dolton Avenue, San Carlos
OFFERED AT $5,295,000

CARRIE DU BOIS
650.766.9069 LICENSE# 01179769

2108 Howard Avenue, San Carlos
OFFERED AT $1,698,000

JOHN SHROYER
650.787.2121 LICENSE# 00613370

|- .._ . i
631 True Wind Way #216,
Redwood City

OFFERED AT $1,285,000

KELLY RADETICH
650.303.9589 LICENSE# 01229022

716 Newport Circle, Redwood City
OFFERED AT $2,288,000

HENRY CHU
650.918.8118 LICENSE# 01855861

39 Arroyo View Circle, Belmont
OFFERED AT $1,998,000

JOHN SHROYER

650.787.2121 LICENSE# 00613370

2612 Lincoln Avenue, Belmont
OFFERED AT $2,898,000

LISA KARSON
650.759.4644 LICENSE# 01775831

o Park

50 Bear Gulch Drive, Portola Valley
OFFERED AT $6,395,000

PETER COWPERTHWAITE
650.207.4101 LICENSE# 01012887

56 Hillbrook Drive, Portola Valley
OFFERED AT $9,495,000

PETER COWPERTHWAITE
650.207.4101 LICENSE# 01012887

1627 Kentucky Street, Redwood City 63 Ridge Court, Woodside
OFFERED AT $2,550,000 OFFERED AT $3,995,000

JOHN SHROYER CHRIS IVERSON
650.787.2121 LICENSE# 00613370 650.450.0450 LICENSE# 01708130

b~

ffff’

337 orth Eldorado Stré
OFFERED AT $1,588,000

JESSICA EVA
650.704.5483 LICENSE# 01210450

3713 Santiago Street, San Mateo
OFFERED AT $1,598,000

DENNIS J. MURPHY

415.310.7956 LICENSE# 01741159

et, San Mateo

2615 Hillside Drive, Burlingame
OFFERED AT $4,998,000

LISA KARSON
650.759.4644 LICENSE# 01775831

3000 Ralston Avenue, Hillsborough
OFFERED AT $88,000,000

JENNIFER GILSON
650.642.6957 LICENSE# 01889172

PENINSULA & SILICON VALLEY OFFICES MENLO PARK - LOS ALTOS - WOODSIDE - SAN CARLOS - BURLINGAME - LOS GATOS | Each office is independently owned and operated.
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Seeger Gray
Afshan Keval, center, shows pre-K students how to cut watermelon for a fruit salad while Director Kristy
Roos-Taylor, left, looks on, at Menlo-Atherton Cooperative Nursery School in Menlo Park on April 16.

Still playful at 75

Menlo-Atherton Co-op Nursery celebrates a milestone

By Brianna Sosa

oddlers waddled into the
TMenlo—Atherton Coop-
erative Nursery School
one by one on a recent Friday,
each clutching colorful bou-
quets half their size to present
to director Kristy Roos-Taylor
for teacher appreciation day.
The nursery school has been
serving local families since
1951, and is celebrating its
75th anniversary in May. Roos-
Taylor has worked at the nurs-
ery for 27 years, and said it’s
been incredibly fulfilling when

parents tell her “how the co-op
changed their lives, changed
their families, changed the way
they would have parented ... in
a much more positive way.”

After the children settled
in, they spread out across the
classroom to choose their
activities. A few dunked their
hands in paint and started on
art projects. Others clamored
to the outdoor sandbox and the
water station.

Students won't learn to read
or write at the co-op. Instead,
they’ll play dress-up, build
with blocks or climb on the

playground, all of which hone
fine and gross motor skills,
according to Roos-Taylor.

“I have hung on very tightly
to a play-based philosophy,”
Roos-Taylor said, acknowl-
edging that it isn’t the norm
nowadays.

In the heart of Silicon Valley,
it can be difficult to get families
to buy into the nursery school’s
way of teaching, according to
Roos-Taylor. “Parents want
more and faster and better, and
they want their young child to

See NURSERY SCHOOL, page /6

Judge sinks TIDE Rising’s lawsuit
against high school district

TIDE Academy in Menlo Park can close this summer as planned

By Arden Margulis

federal judge dismissed
Aa lawsuit against the

Sequoia Union High
School District filed by parents
of TIDE Academy students
hoping to block the closing of
the school.

Northern California District
Judge Trina Thompson ruled
Monday, April 20, that the par-
ents failed to “plausibly allege”
that the closure of TIDE would

deny meaningful access to pub-
lic education that could not be
replicated at another school.
The Sequoia Union Board of
Trustees unanimously voted
on Feb. 4 to close TIDE, a small
school in Menlo Park that has a
disproportionate number of stu-
dents with disabilities and who
are socioeconomically disad-
vantaged compared to other dis-
trict schools. The board said that
due to TIDE’s declining enroll-
ment and its budget deficit, it

needed to close the 6-year-old
school and transfer its programs
to Woodside High, which would
save Sequoia Union $14 million
over four years.

The 200-student school
opened in 2019 on a new cam-
pus, and parents said teens who
struggled at the district’s much
larger comprehensive high
schools thrived at TIDE.

The district does not know

See TIDE, page 18
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Sequoia district parents
call for the return of
honors classes

By Jennifer Yoshikoshi

Three years ago, honors
courses were eliminated
from the Sequoia Union
High School District, but the
topic has resurfaced as parents
prepared for the school board’s
April 22 discussion on stream-
lining course offerings.

SUHSD Students First is a
parent group that is advocating
for the return of honors and
advanced standing classes. The
elimination of honors classes
for ninth graders, also known
as detracking, was intended to
boost academic performance
and opportunities for less-
advantaged students by encour-
aging students of all levels to
work together.

The school district aimed to
improve equity, cooperation and
participation among students
through “heterogeneous” or
blended classrooms. Since hon-
ors courses were eliminated, the
district reports that the number
of students taking Advanced
Placement (AP) exams has
grown by 52% since 2018.

Students First is preparing to
step up to the podium for the
board’s discussion in hopes
that trustees will take a vote to
reinstate honors classes. Since
2023, the group has gathered
over 1,200 signatures from com-
munity members calling for the
restoration of advanced courses.

“The idea of having a full
range of courses available allows
students to pace themselves
at a level where they can chal-
lenge themselves as much as
or as little as they want,” said
Michael Dekshenieks, a parent
with Students First. “By taking
out the honors course track, you
effectively strip out the middle,
and that creates a big gap for
service to all students.”

The district’s most exten-
sive discussion on detracking
occurred in September 2023,
when staff explored the impact
that heterogeneous classes
would have on students of dif-
ferent academic backgrounds.

In December 2024, the district
received an independent analysis
by the Hanover Research Group,
which highlighted some indica-
tors that streamlining courses
led to increased enrollment

and improved performance in
advanced tracks among histori-
cally underrepresented groups.

“Study after study, including
longitudinal research tracking
nearly 6,000 students, shows
that students at every ability
level learn more in heteroge-
neous settings than in tracked
ones,” according to the district
staff report.

Since schools reopened after
the COVID-19 pandemic,
Dekshenieks said parents have
observed that their ninth-grade
children’s high school course-
work is less rigorous than their
middle school classes.

During last year’s Dec. 18
board meeting, parents
expressed concerns that chil-
dren with learning disabilities
would not be able to access
higher level courses without
the middle ground of honors
classes. One parent called it
discriminatory.

“The leap to AP and the pac-
ing of AP classes is too hard for
(kids with learning disabilities),”
said one parent during public
comment. “By not offering hon-
ors classes, students can’t show
colleges they can handle harder
classes and can’t compete with
students who are taking nothing
but AP classes.”

Another public commenter
highlighted that Carlmont High
School, with a student body that
is 40% white and 30% Asian, is
the only campus within the dis-
trict to offer advanced English
classes to ninth graders.

“We are only providing AS
English T in places where the
population is predominantly
white and Asian,” they said. “At
M-A, Woodside and Sequoia,
that opportunity is simply not
available.”

On the board meeting agen-
da, district officials noted that
there have been requests for the
restoration of honors classes
for the next school year, say-
ing that the “district and site
administrative leadership con-
tinues to believe that a common
ninth grade experience in core
courses has significant merit,
while acknowledging that there
are community members who
disagree.”

See HONORS CLASSES, page /8
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Public Notices

Exemption from School Parcel Tax

An exemption from the Portola Valley School
District $471 parcel tax is available to eligible
seniors (age 65 or older by June 30), or
persons

receiving Supplemental Security Income
(SSl)

or Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI).
Applicants must occupy the property they
own, located within the boundary of the
School District. The exemption application

is available at www.pvsd.net or by calling
(650) 851-1777. Application and supporting
documents must be submitted by June 15.
(ALM Apr 24, 2026)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND OF
PROPOSAL FOR IMPLEMENTING

SCHOOL FACILITIES FEES AS AUTHORIZED
BY

EDUCATION CODE SECTION S 17620 AND
GOVERNMENT CODES 65995

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that immediately
following a public hearing on the matter, a
proposed resolution(s) will be considered

by the Governing Board of Portola Valley
School District at its regular meeting on

May 14, 2026, at 6:30 p.m., which if adopted
by the Board will implement development
fees established by the District against
residential construction and reconstruction
at $3.23 (60 percent of $5.38) per square foot
and against new commercial or industrial
construction at $0.52 (60 percent of $0.87)
per square foot. Education Code Section
17620 and Government Code Section 65995
authorize the proposed fees. Data pertaining
to the cost of school facilities is available for
inspection during regular business hours at
the District’s administrative offices. The fee,
if approved by the Governing Board, will
become effective on July 13, 2026, which is
60 days after the proposed adoption of the
resolution levying such fee by the Governing
Board.

(ALM Apr 24 and May 1, 2026)

SAFE PATH LIVING

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-303491

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) SAFE PATH LIVING, located at 1450
Lincoln Avenue Unit 13, Burlingame, CA
94010.

Registered owner(s):

FUNCTIONAL SOLUTIONS LLC

1450 Lincoln Avenue Unit 13
Burlingame, CA 94010

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA
This business is conducted by: a Limited
Liability Company.

Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on April
08, 2026.

(ALM Apr 17, 24, May 1 and 8, 2026)

QUIRARTE PAINTING AND HOME SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-303444

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) QUIRARTE PAINTING AND HOME
SERVICES , located at 1514 W Selby Lane,
Redwood City, CA 94061.

Registered owner(s):

HECTOR QUIRARTE

1514 West Selby Lane

Redwood City, CA 94061

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA
This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on April
03,2026.

(ALM Apr 10, 17, 24 and May 1, 2026)

THE UPS STORE #6096

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-303581

The following person (persons) is (are) doing

business as:

1.) THE UPS STORE #6096 , located at 6748
Mission St, Daly City, CA, 94014. Mailing
Address: 459 Farallon Avenue Pacifica, CA
94044

Registered owner(s):

MOHIT SEHGAL

459 Farallon Ave

Pacifica, CA, 94044

AKSHAY SEHGAL

459 Farallon Ave

Pacifica, CA, 94044

This business is conducted by: a General
Partnership.

Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on April
15, 2026.

(ALM Apr 24, May 1,8 and 15, 2026)

TRAYS4US LLC

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-303608

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) TRAYS4US LLC, located at 711 Bayview
way, Redwood City, CA, 94062.

Registered owner(s):

TRAYS4US LLC

711 Bayview Way

Redwood City, CA, 94062

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA
This business is conducted by: a Limited
Liability Company.

Registrant has begun to transact business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 03/08/2026.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on April
17,2026.

(ALM Apr 24, May 1,8 and 15, 2026)

BEHIND THE PAGE TUTORING

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-303404

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) BEHIND THE PAGE TUTORING, located at
315A Central Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025.
Registered owner(s):

EMMA BERARDINI

315A Central Avenue

Menlo Park, CA 94025

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
March 30, 2026.

(ALM Apr 24, May 1,8 and 15, 2026)

THE UPS STORE #8157

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-303580

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) THE UPS STORE #8157 , located at 201
Grand Ave Suite 1, South San Francisco, CA,
94080. Mailing Address: 459 Farallon Ave
Pacifica, CA 94044.

Registered owner(s):

MOHIT SEHGAL

459 Farallon Ave

Pacifica, CA 94044

AKSHAY SEHGAL

459 Farallon Ave

Pacifica, CA 94044

This business is conducted by: a General
Partnership.

Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on April
15, 2026.

(ALM Apr 24, May 1,8 and 15, 2026)

MILKY TEA WORKS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-303320

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) MILKY TEA WORKS, located at 724
PALOMA AVE, BURLINGAME, CA 94010.
Registered owner(s):

LOUIS SREMAC

724 PALOMA AVE

BURLINGAME, CA 94010

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
March 20, 2026.

(ALM Apr 3,10, 17 and 24, 2026)

INQUIRY LAB COACHING

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-303275

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) INQUIRY LAB COACHING, located at 855
Jefferson Ave, BOX #104, Redwood City, CA
94063.

Registered owner(s):

NORBERT KEITH TAVARES

855 Jefferson Ave, BOX #104

Redwood City, CA 94063

This business is conducted by: an Individual.
Registrant has begun to transact business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on March 1, 2026.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
March 16, 2026.

(ALM Apr 3,10, 17 and 24, 2026)

R&B ELECTRONICS SERVICE COMPANY LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: M-303349

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) R&B ELECTRONICS SERVICE COMPANY
LLC, located at 1103 ODDSTAD DR,
REDWOOD CITY, CA 94063.

Registered owner(s):

R&B ELECTRONICS SERVICE COMPANY LLC
1103 ODDSTAD DR

REDWOOD CITY CA, 94063

State of Incorporation/Organization: CA
This business is conducted by: a Limited
Liability Company.

Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
March 24, 2026.

(ALM Apr 3, 10, 17 and 24, 2026)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FORTHE COUNTY OF SAN
MATEO

Case No.: 26-CIV-02075

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Petitioner: MARILYN ELISABETH HALES

filed a petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:

MARILYN ELISABETH HALES to ELISABETH
HALES HOLMES

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before

this court at the hearing indicated below

to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name changes
described above must file a written
objection that includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show cause why the
petition should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: MAY 27, 2026, 9:00 AM,
SOUTHERN BRANCH of the Superior Court
of California, County of SAN MATEO located
at 400 County Center, Redwood City, CA
94063-1662.

A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county:

ALMANAC

Date: 3/26/2026

STEPHANIE GARRETT

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

(ALM Apr 24, May 1, 8 and 15, 2026)

ORDERTO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FORTHE COUNTY OF SAN
MATEO

Case No.: 26-CIV-02337

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Petitioner: Renee Clarice Mendoza filed

a petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:

CLARICE RENEE MENDOZA to RENEE
CLARICE MENDOZA

CLARICE C. MENDOZA to RENEE CLARICE
MENDOZA

RENEE C. BUSACKER to RENEE CLARICE
MENDOZA

RENEE BUSACKER to RENEE CLARICE
MENDOZA

RENEE MENDOZA to RENEE CLARICE
MENDOZA

RENEE C. MENDOZA to RENEE CLARICE
MENDOZA

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before

this court at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name changes
described above must file a written
objection that includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show cause why the
petition should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: June 3, 2026, 9:00
a.m., San Mateio of the Superior Court of
California, County of San Mateo located

at 400 County Center, Redwood City, CA
94063.

A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county:

ALMANAC

Date: 04/03/2026

MC

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

(ALM Apr 17, 24, May 1 and 8, 2026)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN
MATEO

Case No.: 26-CIV-01817

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Petitioner: Peggy Chi filed a petition with
this court for a decree changing names as
follows:

MARISSA HU to MARISSA CHI

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before

this court at the hearing indicated below

to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name changes
described above must file a written
objection that includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show cause why the
petition should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: 5/20/2026, 9:00AM,
Southern Branch of the Superior Court of
California, County of San Mateo located at
400 County Center, Redwood City, CA 94063.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county:

ALMANAC

Date: 03/19/2026

Hon. Stephanie G. Garratt

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

(ALM Apr 3,10, 17 and 24, 2026)

The Almanac is adjudicated to
publish in San Mateo County.

« Fictitious Business Name

« Abandonment of Fictitious Business
Name

- Name Change

« Partnership Withdrawal or Dissolution

« Petition to Administer Estate - Probate
Hearing

« Notice of Bulk Sale

« Legal Summons

« Trustee Sale

The deadline is Sunday at 11:59 pm.
Visit AlmanacNews.com/legal_notices/

For assistance email LegalNotices@
AlmanacNews.com.
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San Mateo County says
funding dispute puts
$1 billion at risk

By Miranda de Moraes

ore than $1 billion that
San Mateo County and
its 20 cities are count-

ing on over the next decade may
never make it home due to what
local officials say is a broken
state Vehicle License Fee fund-
ing formula.

At a Redwood City press
conference on April 7, county
and city officials urged the
state to release money it says it’s
owed and to permanently fix
the Vehicle License Fee (VLF)
mechanism that has left San
Mateo County among the few
counties excluded from funding.

“San Mateo County is one
of only three counties that is
being treated unfairly due to a
flawed California funding for-
mula created to address a state
budget deficit long ago,” said
Joan Dentler, state Sen. Josh
Becker’s chief of staff, on behalf
of the senator. “I will fight for
every dollar our county is owed
and push for a permanent fix so
we can finally end this cycle of
uncertainty.”

Local leaders blame the state
for sticking with an imperfect
tax system that has harmed San
Mateo County and its cities.
Some state officials and critics
have said the funding gap has
been known for years and that
local governments should have
adjusted to it.

How the VLF system works

At the center of the controver-
sy is California’s Vehicle License
Fee mechanism, which has pro-
vided 55 of California’s 58 coun-
ties with roughly $12 billion
in funding for the most recent
2024-25 fiscal year, accord-
ing to Kenneth Kapphahn, a
principal fiscal analyst with the
Legislative Analyst’s Office. San
Mateo County was one of the
three left out.

The VLF is like a property tax
on a car, paid to the California

Department of Motor Vehicles
and then handed back to local
governments, according to the
state’s Legislative Analyst’s
Office. For decades, it was at
about 2% of a car’s market
value. In 2004, voters lowered it
to 0.65% as a popular tax relief
program. It has remained there,
reducing a key source of local
revenue.

To offset the loss to schools
from the lower tax rate, the state
has backfilled school funding
through its General Fund.

But some school districts do
not qualify for General Fund
money from the state because
they receive sufficient fund-
ing from property taxes, noted
Paul Steenhausen, a principal
fiscal analyst at the California
Legislative Analyst’s Office.
These are known as basic-aid
districts, a category that 19 of
San Mateo County’s 23 districts
fall under.

Basic-aid districts are not
always located in wealthier
property-tax areas. East Palo
Alto’s Ravenswood City School
District is basic-aid, while
Burlingame School District is
non-basic-aid, said Justin Mates,
a county assistant executive,
because the equation to deter-
mine a basic-aid district relies
on a constellation of factors that
include student attendance, and
not just property values.

Because basic-aid districts rely
largely on property tax revenue
for funding, they are legally
unable to share this revenue
with local governments, which
would otherwise serve as VLF
backfill, Mates added.

The problem first surfaced in
fiscal year 2011-12, when San
Mateo County was hit with a
$432,000 shortfall, Mates said.
The state wrote this backfill
for San Mateo County into the
governor’s proposed budget for
fiscal year 2013-14 without any

See FUNDING, page 10

Miranda de Moraes
San Mateo County Supervisor Jackie Speier addresses a crowd of
roughly 200 people at Fire Station 9 in Redwood City to call for a
solution to the state’s Vehicle License Fee backfill dilemma.
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Marsh Manor
Shopping Center’s
2nd Annual

RESTAURANT WEEK!
APRIL 30 - MAY 9, 2026

Join us for a Celebration of Food & Community at

RESTAURANT WEEK OPENING NIGHT
THURSDAY, APRIL 30 FROM 6-8 PM

One night only! Enjoy a tasting journey through
Marsh Manor’s culinary offerings while soaking up
live Spanish guitar vibes on the outdoor Patio,

(520 per person. Cash only tickets for sale at Lavender'n Cream)

Follow Marsh Manor’s sacial media for updates,
special Restaurant Week dishes and events throughout the week!
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3700 Florence Street at Marsh Road in Redwood City
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Redwood City woman sues Uber over sexual assault allegations

By Miranda de Moraes

Redwood City woman
Ahas filed a lawsuit against

Uber Technologies, Inc.,
alleging she was sexually assault-
ed by her Uber driver, minutes
away from her Redwood City
home.

The March complaint land-
ed on the desk of San Mateo
County’s Superior Court just
weeks after Uber was found liable
for driver sexual assault for the
first time ever in a bellwether
case that could suggest the fate
for over 3,000 other lawsuits like
this one.

The alleged assault took place
in the fall of 2018, after the
plaintiff, who was only referred
to as Jane Doe, attended her best
friend’s wedding ceremony at
City Hall in Redwood City and
celebrated at a restaurant in San
Mateo for dinner.

Doe, who was unable to safely
operate a car and has long relied
on rideshare services, started
experiencing a severe migraine
while at the restaurant, which
prompted her to call an Uber
back to her home in Redwood
City, about a 20-minute drive
away, the complaint stated. She
sat in the front passenger seat, as
she usually did, because she was
uncomfortable in the rear seat.

During the ride, the driver
commented that the plaintiff was
“pretty.” She did not reciprocate
the comment and believed the
ride would proceed without inci-
dent, her complaint stated.

Instead of going to the plain-
tiff’s home, the driver diverted
from the route and turned onto
a smaller, covered side street and
brought the vehicle to a stop,
according to the complaint. He
opened Doe’s door and forc-
ibly restrained her, placing his

Jerry Pierce
May 8, 1952 - April 12, 2026
Jerry Pierce passed away April

12, 2026 at his home in Redwood
City, California, surrounded by
his family. A true Renaissance
man of the modern era, Jerry
was defined by his passion for
the great outdoors, his technical
expertise, and his keen eye for
the beauty of the natural world.
Jerry had three separate lives: as
technologist, family man, and
avid outdoor enthusiast focusing
on his photography and hiking.
Jerry was born May 8, 1952 in

munity in his honor.

Claremont, California. He spent his chlldhood in Claremont,
moving to Joshua Tree with his parents during high school. He
graduated from Yucca Valley High School and attended Lehigh
University in Pennsylvania, where he met his beautiful wife
and best friend, his first year of college when she was looking
for volunteers. After graduating from UC Berkeley and Stanford
University, Jerry and Barbara eventually settled in Redwood City
where they raised their two daughters, Andrea and Amanda.
His home life was spent surrounded by these women who loved
him. His career spanned over four decades of rapid technologi-
cal evolution working on a range of technical issues at SRI and
Universal Studios where he helped with the standardization and
launch of DVD, and Digital Cinema. He brought out of the box
thinking, ability to strategize a product approach, and to guide
design of a product for industry acceptance. Jerry was an avid
backpacker and world traveler who saw the world with his lens
and a pair of hiking boots. His adventures took him across the
globe accompanied by Barbara and other close friends. He was
a true family man, spending time with his daughters and grand-
children in Boise and Long Beach. He was generous with his time
and skills, volunteering with his wife, and rowing club, and host-
ing numerous websites for local organizations and candidates.
Jerry is survived by his wife Barbara (Apffel) Pierce, his daugh-
ters Andrea (Pierce) Koenig and Amanda Pierce, their spouses
Martin Koenig and Melissa Lopez, and his grandchildren Miles
and Analiese Koenig and Waverly Pierce-Lopez, his sisters Linda
(Pierce) Picciotto and Janet (Pierce) Self, and a global community
of engineers. Jerry is remembered by his family, friends, and the
community of explorers he touched. In lieu of flowers, the family
suggests taking a walk in nature or volunteering in your com-

A celebration of life will be planned at a later date.
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forearm against her neck, pin-
ning her against the seat while
she remained partially restrained
by her seatbelt, unable to escape.

The driver said, “I'm going to
kiss you now,” undressed himself,
reclined the passenger seat, and
forcibly removed Doe’s undergar-
ments, the complaint alleged. She
experienced a trauma-induced
freeze response.

The driver then proceeded
to rape her without a condom,
according to the complaint.
Afterward, the driver returned to
his seat and brought the plaintiff
to her residence.

Upon arrival, Doe exited the
vehicle and immediately told her
brother and mother what had
happened, discovering that her
wallet had been taken during the
incident, according to the com-
plaint. Within days, Doe sought
medical care, including testing
for sexually transmitted infec-
tions and HIV.

Doe attempted to report the
incident to Uber by email within
about one week but did not
receive a meaningful or substan-
tive response, the complaint
stated. She did not immediately
report the assault to law enforce-
ment due to fear of victim-
blaming, not being believed and
the risk of further psychological
harm.

Uber told this news organiza-
tion that it does not comment on
pending litigation, but said it is

“deeply committed to the safety
ofall users on the Uber platform.”

“Sexual assault is a horrific
crime, and we remain focused on
investing in technology, policies,
and partnerships that strengthen
safety, help prevent harm, and
support survivors,” the ride-shar-
ing company said in a statement.

According to the complaint,
the assault significantly exac-
erbated Doe’s preexisting men-
tal health conditions, including
PTSD, depression, anxiety and
insomnia, and resulted in mul-
tiple involuntary holds in mental
health facilities. It profoundly
impacted her ability to trust oth-
ers, engage in personal relation-
ships and feel safe in everyday
environments.

As of Monday, April 20, Uber
has lost the first two lawsuits
made against the ride-share com-
pany for sexual assault by a driv-
er, in its first trials of more than
3,000 related to sexual assault and
sexual misconduct.

In the first Uber assault case
to go to trial, which involved
an Oklahoma resident’s claim
that an Uber driver in Arizona
harassed and then raped her
during a ride in 2023, a jury in
February found that the driver
was indeed an agent of Uber and
held the company responsible for
its actions.

The woman won $8.5 mil-
lion in compensatory damages,
but the jury declined to award

punitive damages. Uber asked
the district judge who presided
over the trial to throw out the
verdict and order a new one.

On Monday, a federal jury in
North Carolina found Uber liable
for a sexual assault by a driver in
2019, awarding the victim a far
smaller sum of $5,000 for the
damages. Thousands of similar
lawsuits await a verdict.

In light of these recent wins
for the victims of sexual assault
by Uber drivers, Charles Ray,
the attorney representing the
Redwood City case, said that while
those cases are “interrelated,”
his team looks forward to litigat-
ing their case with “our specific,
unique facts that have occurred.”

“Every day the law changes,”
Ray noted. “In some ways, that’s
a good thing, in some ways, that
can be troublesome, and we need
to make sure that we keep it on
the right track.”

Yet, the attorney said Uber has
a great responsibility to ensure
the safety of its passengers.

“We understand that our cli-
ent’s claims are from back in
2018... [and] that certain reforms
may have been put in place
since 2018 when this incident
occurred,” Ray said. “That doesn’t
change our client’s position on
liability extending.” m

Email Staff Writer
Miranda de Moraes at
mdemoraes@almanacnews.com.

LifeMoves CEO departs after loss of
$6M San José shelter contract

Leadership change ‘not driven by any single event, according to nonprofit

By Emily Margaretten

fter losing a $6 million
contract to run a San
José shelter, LifeMoves,

a regional provider of interim
housing with locations in Moun-
tain View and Redwood City, is in
the midst of a leadership shakeup.

CEO Aubrey Merriman, who
served at the helm of the non-
profit for five years, left the orga-
nization on April 7, according to
LifeMoves spokesperson Maria
Prato.

Despite the timing, his depar-
ture was a mutual decision that
was not driven by any single
event, Prato told this publication.

“[Merriman’s] leadership,
expertise and skillsets were
instrumental during a five-year
period of significant growth,”
Prato said in an emailed state-
ment. “With LifeMoves and
the homelessness sector evolv-
ing rapidly, all agreed that new
leadership will bring fresh per-
spective and approach to guide

future strategic priorities.”

The former CEO did not
respond to a request for com-
ment. But in a shared statement
with LifeMoves, Merriman said
he was proud of
LifeMoves’ staff
and highlighted
the growth the
nonprofit has
seen over the

past five years.
“Alongside
our government ' -
and private- AUbrey
Merriman

sector partners,

we've expanded LifeMoves’ reach
and served more clients than at
any point in our 40-year history,”
he said.

Chief Operating Officer Nick
Hodges, who joined LifeMoves
five months ago, has stepped in as
interim CEO while the nonprofit
looks for a permanent succes-
sor, according to the LifeMoves
statement.

Merriman’s departure follows a
shakeup at one of the nonprofit’s

interim housing sites in San José
at Branham Lane, which opened
in 2025. As reported by San José
Spotlight, the 204-unit facility
has been beset by structural and
managerial problems, including
the arrest of an employee last
month for allegedly selling drugs
to residents. Days after the arrest,
the city terminated a $6 million
contract with LifeMoves to run
the site. The interim shelter is
now slated to become permanent
supportive housing, according to
Spotlight.

The complaints in San Jose
echo allegations of similar prob-
lems with the management of
LiveMoves’ Mountain View shel-
ter in 2023.

Prato told this publication that
the nonprofit will continue to
focus on supporting its clients
and will provide a continuity of
care.

“We are committed to working
with the city of San Jose to ensure

See LIFEMOVES, page /8
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12366 Priscilla Lane, Los Altos Hills

Custom built Craftsman home by renowned Owen Signature Homes
Hand-hewn maple floors and custom-designed moldings throughout
Formal living and dining rooms plus butler’s pantry

Gourmet kitchen with granite counters and high-end appliances
Impressive family room with fireplace and large casual dining area
Main-level bedroom suite with outside access

Upstairs primary bedroom suite, lounge, additional bedroom suite,
plus two bedrooms and a bath

Pool and spa, outdoor shower, built-in barbecue center, bluestone
terrace with gas fireplace, fenced vegetable garden, orchard and
vast synthetic lawn

50-panel solar system, Vantage programmable lighting, and well with
sand separator including 10K-gallon holding tank for irrigation

Ample space for potential ADU

Excellent Los Altos schools

Private showing available via email request

5 4+ 4790 1.03

BEDS BATHS SQFT ACRE LOT

$11,895,000 12366Priscilla.com
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judycitron.com o
Judy Citron >
650.400.8424 | DRE 01825569 @
judy@judycitron.com @)

Talia Citron Knapp
650.400.8424 | DRE 01987761
talio@taliacitron.com

4 # 3 5all Team SILICON VALLEY, 2025

.. $3B+ SOLD
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San Mateo County first in Bay Area to ban sale of kratom

By Bay City News Service

an Mateo County on April
SZI became the first county

in the Bay Area to ban the
sale of kratom, a substance that
state health officials say has
been found to cause harm and
addiction.

“There are known health
risks due to kratom and its
alkaloid derivatives, including
overdoses, deaths and other
adverse effects,” said San Mateo
County Public Health Officer
Dr. Kismet Baldwin-Santana at
Tuesday’s Board of Supervisors
meeting.

Anything that we can do to
be proactive and prevent any
overdoses and deaths, it would
be much appreciated.”

Kratom is a tropical tree
native to Southeast Asia that
acts on opioid receptors and

can produce stimulant and
sedative effects, according to
the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration.

Kratom contains the alka-
loid 7-hydroxymitragynine, or
7-OH, which can be extracted
from the leaves and synthesized
into highly concentrated prod-
ucts such as liquid extract shots,
gummies, drink mixes, and
tablets. It is sold at retailers like
smoke shops and gas stations.

While often marketed as an
herbal supplement, kratom
products can lead to addic-
tion and potential overdose,
according to the California
Department of Public Health.
From 2020 to 2022, 27 peo-
ple died in California due to
kratom.

In recent years, exposure to
kratom has surged across the
country, according to the U.S.

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. The National Poison
Data System, which tracks data
from poison control centers
nationwide, found that reports
of kratom exposure increased
by 1,200% in 2025 compared
to 2015.

Kratom is not banned at
the federal level, but the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration
has issued stark warnings
against kratom and 7-OH use
and does not regulate kratom
products. Because kratom and
7-OH-containing products are
not FDA-approved, they are
illegal to sell as drug products.

“Customers face exposure
to products with highly vari-
able potency, zero standardized
manufacturing oversight and
well-documented links to severe
addiction and overdose,” said
Supervisor Ray Mueller.
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Courtesy FDA via Bay City News

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has identified Tropic Thunder
Kratom Shot as containing 7-hydroxymitragynine (7-OH) as an

ingredient.

There is also no compre-
hensive statewide law banning
kratom.

The lack of explicit laws
banning kratom have made
enforcement challenging, but

Gov. Gavin Newsom began
escalating crackdowns on kra-
tom sales this year through
existing food and drug safety

See KRATOM, page |2

Eleanor Anna Valerie
Blanchette - Val to all who
knew her, passed away
peacefully on February
20th, 2026 at the age of
92, surrounded by her
youngest child, his wife
and their twin girls, and
a menagerie of horses,
dogs, cats - one of which
she named, and even a
steer Robert and his wife
raised; her last year of life
was filled with love, affec-
tion, and constant atten-
tion, for which we are all
forever grateful.

Born on March 27, 1933
in Liverpool, England,

Florida.

unforgettable.

dearly.

and celebrate a life well lived.

Val Blanchette

March 27, 1933 - February 20, 2026

Val lived a long and meaningful life defined by her deep love
for family, her strength, and quiet generosity. She witnessed
nearly a century of life; from post-war England, to Canada, then
Arizona, to raising her family in Portola Valley, then to South
Bend, Indiana, a short stay in San Juan Bautista, and finally to

Val was known for her wit, her humor, her kindness, and her
dedication to helping those in need. Val will continue in the
minds of those who knew her, because, she was quite simply,

She was the proud mother of six children, to whom she dedi-
cated her life. Her home was always a place of warmth and ac-
ceptance - the door was always open, to everyone. Val earned
a double-master’s degree from Stanford, while raising six kids,
and dedicated her professional life to medicine and health care.

She is survived by five of her six children; eight grandchil-
dren; one great-grandchild - with another arriving soon; and
many extended family members and friends who will miss her

If you would like to recognize Val’s memory, please reach out
to someone in need, lend a hand to someone misunderstood -
find a simple way to reach across a divide; this is how you can
see that Val’s light shines in our world today.

A service will be held on June 6th, on the Mid-Peninsula she
loved, at a time and place to be determined. We will post details
in the coming weeks. Family and friends are invited to attend

PAID OBITUARY
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FUNDING

continued from page 7

resistance. The county did not
see another shortfall until fiscal
year 2019-20, he said.

California had a large budget
surplus at the time because of
the COVID-19 pandemic, so the
state jumped in to help and plug
the shortfall again, according to
Kapphahn.

However, Mates said the
county faced an “increasingly
contentious fight to get that
money” starting with the fiscal
year 2021-22 shortfall, when the
state’s Department of Finance
no longer included the county’s
shortfall in its budget. That’s
because state spending started
to exceed its revenue.

The county and its cities were
able to win this fight year after
year, with the state finding just
“enough coins underneath the
cushion,” said Steenhausen.

That is, until last June, when
the state declined to fully reim-
burse the county and its cit-
ies for the first time, given
the state’s annual deficit of
around $35 billion the last few
years, Mates said. Local leaders
secured $113 million in backfill
for fiscal year 2023-24, but San
Mateo County and its cities were
still left about $38 million short,
Mates said.

The state’s defense has been
that its reimbursements have
been one-time gifts, no strings
attached, according to the
Legislative Analyst’s Office.

In fiscal year 2024-25, the
countywide shortfall reached
$119 million. County officials
submitted a reimbursement
claim to the state in August for
inclusion in the 2026-27 state
budget, Mates said.

In August, San Mateo County

sued the state alongside its
20 cities and the counties of
Mono and Alpine, which were
also excluded from the backfill
mechanism.

The lawsuit alleges the state
violated California law by with-
holding nearly $38 million from
San Mateo County and its cities,
money local officials say sup-
ports housing, health care and
public safety.

What it means locally

This funding makes up nearly
one-fifth of the county’s General
Fund, with a $119 million short-
fall in the last completed fiscal
year alone. The county esti-
mates, conservatively, that in a
decade it could lose at least $1
billion in funding if the state
fails to make good on its backfill
payments.

Redwood City’s February bud-
getary report projected annual
shortfalls of up to $19.7 million
beginning in fiscal year 2028-
29, which is at least $6.3 million
more than what was expected in
June 2025. City staff attributed
its projected shortfalls to this
Vehicle License Fee problem.
With litigation pending, the city
has revised its backfill assump-
tion from $4.8 million in June
to $0.

The press conference last week
at the fire station was intended
to raise awareness of this VLF
mechanistic issue and appeal
for inclusion in the state budget.

“Today our message to Gov.
Newsom and state leaders is
clear: we need two things to
correct this inequity — full
payment of the outstanding
amount owed, and a perma-
nent legislative fix so this never
happens again,” Noelia Corzo,
the president of the San Mateo
County Board of Supervisors,

told attendees.

The speakers at Fire Station 9
warned of critical consequences
from the loss of state backfill
funding, which they said would
reverberate across public safety,
health, education, labor, hous-
ing, nonprofits, government
and other sectors across the
Peninsula.

If the funding is not restored,
San Mateo County would lose
$13 million from its public safe-
ty budget alone, according to
the Sheriff’s Office and Central
County Fire. Officials said that
would end programs addressing
domestic and gun violence and
could shut down multiple fire
engines, increasing response
times by about five minutes for
each engine taken out of service.

Eight shelters would shutter
without this funding, eliminating
housing for 5,000 at-risk individ-
uals, and slashing $7 million for
mental health services, said Laura
Bent, the CEO of Samaritan
House, a nonprofit that assists the
county’s working poor.

U.S. Congress member Kevin
Mullin underscored the fact that
the state’s failure to make good
on backfill payments is taking
money from local taxpayers that
was contributed fair and square.
Moreover, he said he considers
San Mateo County a “donor
economy” because it drives not
only the state budget, but also
the national budget.

More traffic, air pollution,
displacement and other effects
of the lost funding don’t just
hurt San Mateo County, but
the whole state, said Julie Lind,
an executive with the county’s
Labor Council. m

Email Staff Writer
Miranda de Moraes at
mdemoraes@almanacnews.com.
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Known as the High Hilltop Home, this move-in-ready gem offers breathtaking views of the Western Hills and colorful sunsets,
just moments from Woodside School and Town Center.

H+B

Among Top Teams
in SF Bay Area

(per RealTrends rankings)

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths with approx. 2,910 square feet of » Oversized lower-level family room

living space + Large lower-level primary suite

Designed for indoor-outdoor living and entertaining - Lot size of approx. 11,888 square feet (0.3 acres)

Chef’s kitchen with granite countertops and new high-end

. - Attached 2-car garage (approx. 435 square feet)
appliances

* Walk to Town Center and Woodside School
New dual-paned windows framing dramatic views throughout

For more information and to arrange a private showing of this exceptional estate, please contact:

HELEN MILLER + BRAD MILLER

650.400.3426 650.400.1317
helen.miller@compass.com brad.miller@compass.com
License # 01142061 License # 00917768

COMPASS

www.Helen AndBradHomes.com

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2023. Compass is a real estate broker
licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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KRATOM

continued from page 10

laws. There has been state leg-
islation introduced to explic-
itly ban kratom sales for those
under 21, but it is still under-
way. “It’s created a frustrating
gray area,” Mueller said.
Mueller, who introduced the
ordinance, said he first became
aware of local sales of kratom
when he saw a large banner
outside of a smoke shop in
Menlo Park that was market-
ing the substance. He tried to
get state authorities to step in,

but months of delays in coor-
dinating enforcement made it
challenging.

“We had to wait,” Mueller said.
“During that entire time, frank-
ly, T was incredibly frustrated
knowing that kids could walk
into that shop and purchase.”

Supervisor Jackie Speier
agreed that taking local action
is needed to allow the county
to circumvent possible enforce-
ment delays from the state.

“The state may, in fact,
through the Legislature, take
action at some point,” she said.
“But it’s also always slow, and

the special interests are very
powerful there. So I'm grateful
to you for taking this action.”

A dozen members of the pub-
lic spoke during public com-
ment, urging the board to
modify the ordinance to ban
7-OH products only and dif-
ferentiate between natural leaf
kratom and 7-OH.

They spoke about their per-
sonal testimonies using kratom
leaf to help with issues like pain
management.

“I spent years struggling to
manage my chronic pain until
I discovered whole leaf kratom

powder in 2019,” said kratom
advocate Jennifer Gillis at the
meeting. “It truly gave me my
life back. My story is not unique,
and kratom has been a lifeline
for so many people like me who
just want to live meaningful
lives.”

But both kratom leaf and
7-OH, the highly concen-
trated and synthetic version,
are not FDA-approved and
unregulated.

The Board of Supervisors
voted 5-0 to approve the ban.
The ordinance makes it a misde-
meanor to sell or distribute both

kratom and 7-OH products.
Retailers in violation could lose
permits to sell tobacco prod-
ucts and other county-issued
licenses.

While some may be opposed
to a blanket ban of all kra-
tom products, the state could
introduce legislation to make
exceptions.

“In the future, the state may
pass legislation to carve out
exceptions, which will preempt
the county ordinance adopted,”
Mueller said. “But until that
time, it’s an unacceptable risk to
our community to wait.” m

ATTACK

continued from page |

requests for comment. YouTube
and Google are not named as
parties to the suit.

In Rubino’s lawsuit against
all four YouTubers, he is being
represented by Redwood City
attorney Andrew Watters.

Watters is pursuing his own
separate lawsuit against the
group after encountering them
at Draeger’s Market in Menlo
Park and posting his own video
of the interaction.

“I think they’re profiting from
these violent incidents, and
that’s something we’re going to
explore,” Watters said.

Dwight Delong Clark

January 21, 1934 - February 22, 2026

3

Dwight Clark, a long-time
Stanford fixture who founded
two cultural exchange organiza-
tions for young people in Asia
and the U.S., was born in Great
Bend, Kansas to Dwight Delong
Clark Sr. and Ruth Bales Clark.
The family moved to Fort Collins,
Colorado, where Dwight excelled
as a student, youth leader, news
radio host and writer. He gradu-
ated from high school as student
body president, one of four win-
ners nationally in a Voice of
Democracy audio-essay contest, and winner of a competition for
radio announcing in Los Angeles.

Dwight entered Stanford University in 1952 and earned his
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in political science. He became
Dean of Freshman Men at Stanford and soon thereafter, Assistant
Dean of Men. He led a group of Stanford students to Hong Kong
in 1963 for a summer-long volunteer experience, setting Dwight’s
course for the next 60 years.

In 1963, Dwight formed Volunteers in Asia, connecting col-
lege students with volunteer opportunities throughout Asia.
Later, VIA added a reciprocal program bringing Asian students
to the US for travel and learning experiences. Dwight retired
as President of VIA in 2003 and created a new organization,
Learning Across Borders, for student exchanges within Asia.
Both organizations persist today, as does Parami University, the
first liberal arts university for Myanmar students, with which
Dwight was deeply involved.

Dwight became interested in pacifism and nonviolence early
on. He was an organizer of the first anti-nuclear testing demon-
stration at Stanford in 1957 and arranged for Stanford students to
register voters in the south in the early 1960’s. Dwight maintained
his simple lifestyle and Quaker connections throughout his life.

Dwight’s curiosity about people, their interests and motiva-
tions, made him an ideal mentor. He was a master of connect-
ing people based on shared interests. His wisdom was dispensed
through questions, and gentle encouragement. This genuine
interest in others made him a marvelous friend, warm and gener-
ous, funny, always with a bright smile on his face.

Dwight is predeceased by his two brothers, John and Mark.
Survivors include his sisters-in-law Susanne and Sandra Clark,
and numerous nieces and nephews. Celebrations of Dwight’s life
are scheduled for September 26-27 in Palo Alto.

e

PAID OBITUARY

As of April 22, it does not
appear that video of the
Mountain View incident has
been posted on any channel and
videos from the Menlo Park inci-
dent, which were viewed by this
news organization, have been
taken down.

Rubino said that he has suf-
fered vision loss, pain and trou-
ble sleeping after being pepper-
sprayed. Doctors told Rubino
that he sustained an 80% corneal
abrasion for 10 days. While his
vision has improved since the
March 28 incident, Rubino said
in an interview that it continues
to be impacted.

Rubino described the pep-
per spray as causing excruciat-
ing pain and said it’s like he’s
looking through frosted glass.
He said that he has been on
modified assignment for his job
because of his injury.

In both lawsuits, Watters said
that the group’s actions amount
to racketeering by using threats
or actual violence to extort
people. Watters alleges that the

group is intentionally causing
confrontations so they can film
what comes next.

“It’s like an arsonist who is
also a firefighter. The firefighter
goes and sets a fire and then
he becomes a hero when he
extinguishes it,” Watters said.
“They’re profiting from it, and
they do it intentionally to pro-
voke a reaction.”

In Watters’ personal lawsuit,
he is appealing the denial of
his initial request for an order
preventing the group from inter-
acting with him as the lawsuit
works its way through the court
system

On March 29, the day after
the Mountain View incident,
and while Maza was still in jail,
Troyan and Conrad and Nick
Rankin were seen in downtown
Menlo Park, where Troyan was
filmed pepper-spraying a man in
front of the Ace Hardware.

The Menlo Park Police
Department said that, with
the help of Mountain View
police, they have sent a case to

the San Mateo County District
Attorney’s Office, which was
still deciding whether to pursue
charges against one or more of
the YouTubers at the time of this
story’s publication.

For the Mountain View inci-
dent, Rubino is seeking attorney’s
fees and $3 million in damages:
$1 million for his injury, medical
costs and pain and suffering, mul-
tiplied by three as allowed under
the civil Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organizations (RICO)
Act. He is also asking that the
group be forced to divest from
their channels and any related
companies, along with being
referred to the FBI for criminal
charges.

“This has been a very trauma-
tizing thing, not just the pain
but also the emotional impact.
I haven’t been the same dude,”
Rubino told this news organiza-
tion. “Someone needs to answer
for that.” m

Email Staff Writer Arden Margulis
at amargulis@almanacnews.com.

Menlo School Drama presents

‘Legally Blonde’

Menlo Upper School Drama presents “Legally
Blonde: The Musical” for its spring produc-
tion at the Spieker Performing Arts Center, 50
Valparaiso Avenue in Atherton, from May 1 to
3. The production marks Menlo Drama’s first
musical with its new director Mark Schneider.

The show, based on the film and novel by
Amanda Brown, follows protagonist Elle
Woods’ journey through Harvard Law School.
The musical will feature a total of 52 students,
dance numbers and themes of perseverance,
identity and breaking stereotypes.

“Elle’s journey is about much more than prov-
ing someone wrong,” said Schneider in a press
release. “It’s about discovering that your indi-
viduality is your greatest strength. Our students
have embraced the show’s energy, humor, and
heart in truly inspiring ways.”

For tickets and details, visit menloschool.org/
tickets.

Immigration and justice talk
at Ladera Church

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Stephen
Trott and Santa Clara County Superior Court
Judge Franklin Bondonno are featured at an

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

event exploring topics around immigration and
justice on Tuesday, April 28, from 7-8:30 p.m.
hosted by Ladera Community Church, 3300
Alpine Road in Portola Valley.

The event will feature an interview and Q&A
with Trott and Bondonno to discuss birthright
citizenship, legal vs. illegal immigration and
justice.

For more information visit ladera.org/events.

Ladera Emergency Preparedness

and Firewise Fair

Residents of Ladera and nearby communi-
ties are invited to learn about preparing fires,
home insurance and more at the Emergency
Preparedness and Firewise Fair from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 9, at the Ladera
Recreation District, 150 Andeta Way in Portola
Valley.

The fair will feature educational activities
that will demonstrate how the sign up for emer-
gency notifications, home assessments, creat-
ing evacuation plans and what to pack in an
emergency go-bag. Speakers and presentations
will also discuss topics about home insurance,
a Q&A with Fire Marshal Kim Giuliacci from
the Woodside Fire Protection District and a
Woodside resident’s home-hardening journey.

— Jennifer Yoshikoshi
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With gratitude

To our Valued Clients and Friends,

for you r Since Deleon Realty was formed in 2011, Michael and Rachel Repka have
Iea d ers h I p - contributed immensely to the development and growth of the company.

Their vision transformed a small team into a powerhouse of innovation, redefined

W|Sh in g yo u what it means to be “client-centric,” and paved the way for a more specialized real
a joyfu I n ext estate experience.

I Today, we congratulate Michael and Rachel on the announcement of their well-
Cha pte re deserved retirement. Whether they are traveling the globe, or taking to the skies,

we wish them nothing but clear skies and fair winds.

The Next Chapter

We are thrilled to introduce Alex Wilbur DeLeon as our incoming CEO. Alex is a
second-generation real estate leader with a formidable educational background
from UC Berkeley and Georgetown. She is uniquely prepared to carry the torch of
excellence that Ken and the Repkas lit over a decade ago.

All The Best,

Ken DelLeon, DRE #01342140 Our Commitment to You

Alex Wilbur DelLeon, #01926475 Rest assured, the transition will be as meticulous as our service. Over the next few
months, Michael, Rachel, and Alex will be working side-by-side to ensure that every
client and every project continues to receive the world-class attention you've come
to expect from DelLeon Realty.

DeLeon Realty: Same Innovation. Same Business Model.
Same Specialized People. Same Ken. New Generation.

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | Rachel Repka, #01933909
DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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REALTY

Bring Out
Your Home’'s
Best Features

We cover ALL staging costs!

DEDICATED DESIGNER THROUGHOUT
THE HOME-SELLING PROCESS

Your designer will manage your home preparation and unleash your AU DREY S U N

home’s potential value. They will coordinate directly with vendors to
prepare your home, which includes scheduling start and end dates DRE #01933274
for the project, overseeing the work, and making sure the work is

appropri'ate|y peﬁormed. Our designers work.extensively with the 6 5 O 7 8 5 5 8 2 2

top staging companies in Silicon Valley and will select the one that
best fits your home. audrey@deleonrealty.com

Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 | 650.785.5822 | audrey@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity
DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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2466 SHARON OAKS 1 $2,188,000 |3 Bd | 3'Bth 1215 HARRIET STREET $3,488;000714 Bd | 2 Bth
MENLO PARK 2466SharonOaks.com MENLO PARK 1215Harriet.com

1765 FALLEN LEAF LANE $4,188,000 [ 5Bdil'3 BtﬁL < 612 PARTRID
LOS ALTOS 1765FallenLeaf.com MENLO PARK

2 =
SR Tl -

1932 EMERSON STREET $9,988,000 | 6 Bd | 6 Bth 199 HARDWICK ROAD $6,988'000 | 4'Bd | 4.5 Bth
PALO ALTO 1932EmersonSt.com WOODSIDE 199HardwickRd.com

“1%0 PHILLIP'ROAD $11,988,000| 5 Bd | 5.5 Bth 85 BELBROOK WAY $14,988,000 | 5 Bd | 6.5 Bth
WOODSIDE 160Phillip.com ATHERTON 85Belbrook.com

Don’t Overpay to Sell your Home Call Us Today!
List with Us for 3% Total commission 650.900.7000

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 | Francis Lopez, DRE #02119541 | Alexander Lewicki, DRE #02189814
Deleon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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Photos by Seeger Gray

Clockwise from top left: Students at Menlo-Atherton Cooperative Nursery School look at a tub full of silkworms; students work together to operate a pump on the playground;
parent Meagan Wendstrand watches pre-K students play on the playground.

Thank you to our
Hero Sponsor!

N iGracias a nuestro

LW~ patrocinador béroe!
HOUSIN

LEADERSHIP

COUNCIL

Iies de la
Vivienda
Asequible

ORGANIZATE POR
LA VIVIENDA

Affordable

Housing
Month

ORGANIZE FOR
HOUSING

May 2026 - Iviayo 2026
Register at - Registrate en
hlcsmc.org/affordable-housing-month/

-
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NURSERY SCHOOL

continued from page 5

be reading before theyre devel-
opmentally ready,” she said.

Roos-Taylor stressed that
preschool children learn how
to socialize and make friends
through play. The school priori-
tizes modeling how kids should
engage with each other and
overcome conflict.

Jennifer Clarke said the co-
op’s play-based learning has
been invaluable for her 4-year-
old son Caleb’s social and emo-
tional development. He says,
“everybody plays,” when he
doesn’t feel included, and uses
his words instead of getting
physical when he’s upset, she
said.

“I know that my kid is going
to go into school able to learn
because he’s emotionally ready,”
Clarke said. “He’s not going
to go in there knowing how
to read, but he’s going to go in
there with the tools on how to
interact so that he can focus on
learning.”

The co-op’s teachings don’t
end with the toddlers — parents
are required to attend monthly
classes that cover a range of top-
ics, like screen time, managing
temper tantrums and learning

LEHUA GREENMAN

“Only those
who will risk
going too far
can possibly
find out how
far one can

650.245.1845 cCOMPASS

how marriages affect children.

“We’re not just there for the
kids. We're there for the parents,
too. It’s about the family,” Roos-
Taylor said.

75 vyears after the school’s
founding, its primary principle
of active parental involvement
has withstood the test of time.
Parents help by working one
day a week in the classroom and
serving on committees.

Many parents in Friday’s class
said they welcomed the oppor-
tunity to engage with their chil-
dren at school.

“You just never get this time
again, why not spend as much
time if youre able to, to be with
your child and seeing them grow
and be involved?” said Jay Lee,
father of 2-year-old Noemi.

When the co-op was founded
in the 1950s, many of the moth-
ers were stay-at-home parents.
Since then, the Bay Area’s high
cost of living has made a dual-
income household the norm, and
the school’s sizable requirement
for volunteer hours can prevent
some families from enrolling.

Co-op mom and alumna
Hillary Sinnott, thinks the

school is worth the sacrifice. “I
work and so it’s not necessarily
super simple for me to come do
aco-op ... butI do,” Sinnott said.
“I've never had to wrestle my kid
to get him to go to school,” she
said. “He loves it here.”

The heavy time commitment
produces a tight-knit support
system among parents. Joanna
Rasch, a mother of a 2-year-old
boy, said parents send meals
to pregnant moms and sick
parents. “It’s an amazing com-
munity,” she said. “People are
friends for life.”

Roos-Taylor spoke of alumni
families who still travel together
or go on joint camping trips
after their kids have left the
program.

For the first time, alumni, cur-
rent families and teachers will
come together on May 16 to cel-
ebrate the school’s decades-long
impact in the Menlo-Atherton
community. As the preschool’s
75th year nears, its motto rings
true: “You can’t keep a good
school down.” m

Brianna Sosa is an
Editorial Intern.
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Spectacular View Property in Central Portola Valley

120 Deer Meadow Lane 5BD | 4BA | 5,200 SF Home | 2.6 Acres | $8,995,000

Expansive grounds and sweeping Windy Hill views define this
extraordinary property in a premier and private Golden Hills
setting. Spanning 2.6 acres the property unfolds with open
meadows, magnificent oaks, a prolific orchard, and a newly
resurfaced pool and spa. The home is spacious, flexible, bright
and welcoming--one that is immediately comfortable and highly
livable. The predominantly single-level floor plan, fully oriented to
the spectacular views, with an upstairs primary suite, offers
generous scale, abundant natural light, and a seamless
connection to the surrounding landscape. The garden and the
home create a magical place for exploration, imagination and
outdoor play. At the same time, the property presents an
exceptional long-term opportunity. The expansive acreage,
amazing views, and quiet, coveted location provide an ideal
foundation for further transformation whether through renovation
or the creation of a dream home. The result is a property that
offers both immediate enjoyment and significant potential in one
of Portola Valley's most sought-after settings.

www.120DeerMeaow.com |

COLLEEN CAROLYN AARTS
FORAKER KEDDINGTON
REALTOR® | DRE 01349099 REALTOR® | DRE 01490400
650.380.0085 650.946.8122

colleen.foraker@compass.com carolyn.keddington@compass.com

COMPASS

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Fugitive arrested in killing of two men at 2018 party in East Palo Alto

Julian Santana Rico charged with murder for killing Eduardo Alvarado Sandoval and Mario Andres Vidales Mendez

By Gennady Sheyner

25-year-old man who
Aallegedly shot and killed

two men at a Halloween
party in East Palo Alto in 2018 was
arrested by federal authorities in
Mexico on April 16, according to
the nonprofit group that worked
with the East Palo Alto police to
identify the shooter.

Julian Santana Rico, a for-
mer East Palo Alto resident,
was identified by the police in
2020 as the man who shot and
killed Stockton resident Eduardo
Alvarado Sandoval, 22, and East
Palo Alto resident Mario Andres

Vidales Mendez, 23,
after an altercation dur-
ing the Oct. 14, 2018
party, according to this
publication’s previous
reporting.

Police said Rico came
uninvited to the party,
which was held in the
yard of A-1 Auto Service
and Towing, a business near the
intersection of Pulgas Avenue and
Bay Road. Atabout 2:45 a.m., Rico
became involved in a physical
dispute, police said. He allegedly
shot four people before fleeing
the scene.

Sandoval and Vidales Mendez

Julian
Santana Rico

reportedly died at the
scene, while two other
men were transported to
nearby hospitals with what
police initially described
as life-threatening injuries
but that were upgraded to
stable later in the day.

In 2020, the East Palo
Alto Police Department
partnered with the Palo Alto-
based nonprofit Mothers Against
Murder to offer a $20,000 reward
for information leading to the
arrest of Rico. Roger Smith, who
works with the nonprofit, told this
organization that the 2018 shoot-
ing was “heartbreaking.”

“Were very pleased that after
this many years to find this guy,”
Smith said.

Rico is currently being held at
Maguire Correctional Facility in
Redwood City, according to court
records. His arraignment was
postponed to April 28.

Veronica Sandoval, mother of
Eduardo Sandoval, said in a
statement that she plans to be in
court on Monday “for our son, for
our family, and for the justice he
deserves.”

“My son went to a party and
never came home,” she said. “For
eight years, we have lived with
unimaginable pain, waiting and

praying for this day.”

Margaret Petros, executive
director of Mothers Against
Murder called the arrest “long
overdue.” According to her orga-
nization, Rico fled to Mexico
immediately after the shoot-
ing. He was arrested with the
assistance of the U.S. Marshals,
returned to the United States and
booked on murder charges.

Court records show that Rico
is being held without bail on two
murder charges as well as attempt-
ed murder. m

Email Gennady Sheyner at
gsheyner@almanacnews.com.

TIDE

continued from page 5

what it will do with TIDE’s $50
million campus at 150 Jefferson
Drive that was built for the
school using funds from a voter-
approved bond in 2014, dis-
trict Public Information Officer
Naomi Hunter said Tuesday.
On Feb. 13, a group of par-
ents who called themselves
TIDE Rising filed a federal civil
rights lawsuit against the school
district alleging that closing
the school would discriminate
against students with disabilities
in violation of the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA)

and Rehabilitation Act. The
parents said that by closing the
school, the district is denying
disabled students access to equal
education and compared TIDE
Academy to a wheelchair ramp
for students with neurological
conditions.

“The district now proposes to
demolish that ramp and scatter
these vulnerable students across
2,000-plus student campuses
where they cannot function —
all under the pretext of financial
necessity that the district’s own
data does not support,” a memo-
randum for the lawsuit said.

However, Judge Thompson said
that students would still have

access to educational programs at
the district’s other schools.
“Plaintiffs do not connect any
advantages of necessity provided
by TIDE which could not be repli-
cated at other schools,” Thompson
wrote in her 10 page ruling. “The
services necessary to the students
with disabilities ability to access a
public education, such as students’
IEPs and Section 504 plans, will
remain available to students wher-
ever they attend school.”
Individualized Education
Programs, known as IEPs, and
504 plans provide accommo-
dations to students with dis-
abilities. The judge previously
denied parents’ request for a

restraining order preventing
TIDE’s closure while the case
was ongoing.

TIDE Rising also alleged that
public deliberations to close the
school were a farce and that
behind closed doors, district
leaders had already made their
decision.

Thompson said the parents’
other claims were largely irrel-
evant if there was no plausible
violation of the ADA; she dis-
missed the case outright and
said allowing TIDE Rising to
amend the complaint would be
“futile.”

“We respect the passion that
TIDE parents have for their

school, and we understand this
has been a difficult process for
all involved,” Superintendent
Crystal Leach said in a press
release. “The district, however,
has a legal and governance
responsibility to act in the best
interests of all its students, which
includes sound financial stew-
ardship. We are gratified that the
court recognized the legal sound-
ness of the board’s decision.”

Representatives of TIDE
Rising and their lawyers did not
immediately respond to requests
for comment. m

Email Staff Writer Arden Margulis
at amargulis@almanacnews.com.

LIFEMOVES

continued from page 8

any transition at Branham Lane
and as an organization, support
the advancement of all hous-
ing as a part of the solution for
ending homelessness in Silicon
Valley,” Prato said.

Looking back at LifeMoves

LifeMoves launched over a
decade ago, after the merg-
ing of InnVision and Shelter
Network, with the aim to help
people experiencing homeless-
ness move into stable housing.
The nonprofit has 26 sites in the
region. Besides running interim
housing sites in Mountain View

and Redwood City, a new
transitional housing project is
scheduled to open in Palo Alto
this spring.

In the 2024-25 fiscal year,
LiveMoves served 6,317 indi-
viduals and families in Santa
Clara and San Mateo counties,
providing temporary housing
as well as case management and
other support services, accord-
ing to the nonprofit’s most
recent impact report.

Early on, LifeMoves drew
praise from state leaders,
including from Gov. Gavin
Newsom who celebrated the
opening of one of its shelters
in Mountain View in 2021
The 100-unit housing complex

on Leghorn Street was built
in eight months using modu-
lar, prefabricated materials. At
the time, Newsom touted the
quickly built homes as an inno-
vative, less expensive model for
tackling the state’s homeless-
ness crisis.

But the Mountain View site
faced strong headwinds, not
unlike some of the issues report-
ed at Branham Lane. A year-
long Voice investigation in 2023
revealed that the nonprofit strug-
gled to place residents in perma-
nent housing, despite promises to
do so within three months.

A dearth of affordable hous-
ing in the region was one rea-
son for the longer stays at the

Mountain View site. But resi-
dents also told Voice reporters
that they did not receive case
management or other support
services they were promised
while participating in the pro-
gram, leading several to return
to living in their vehicles.

The Voice investigation also
uncovered allegations of mis-
management and abuse in
Mountain View, including
reports of sexual harassment,
physical altercations and health
hazards related to unsanitary
bathrooms and showers.

Merriman did not respond to
the Voice’s repeated requests for
comment on the publication’s
findings at the time.

Two years later, however,
at a celebratory opening of
the Branham Lane shelter,
Merriman reflected on some
of the lessons learned from
Mountain View. He told this
publication that it was an itera-
tive process and the Mountain
View site was the “beta” for
subsequent housing projects,
including the one at Branham
Lane.

“[It’s] inherently imperfect,”
Merriman said at the time.
“[We’re] trying to be smarter
about it and carry on.” m

Email Staff Writer Emily
Margaretten at emargaretten@
almanacnews.com.

HONORS CLASSES

continued from page 5

Students First claimed that
the school district administra-
tion and board has “systemati-
cally avoided, for the last three
years, to vote on this issue.”

“It became very clear to us
as parents and members of the
community that the decision to
do this was made behind closed
doors in a very non-transparent
way, and it was self-justified by

the members of the board and
effectively a policy decision was
made without the appropriate
input of the community,” said
Dekshenieks.

For years, parents have reached
out to the district to return
to the discussion of restoring
honors and advanced courses,
but Dekshenieks said that it has
been a “mired process” where
other groups’ concerns, such as
the closure of TIDE Academy,
have taken precedence.
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“We’re seeing a slow-rolling
response to the issue,” he said.

At Wednesday’s board meet-
ing, Superintendent Leach
planned to recommend the
board acknowledge the years
of analysis and community
engagement about the current
course offerings and affirm the
district’s commitment to a com-
mon ninth-grade experience in
core courses.

Leach also suggested that
the board direct staff continue

monitoring student perfor-
mances through reporting
cycles and confirm that any
changes to heterogeneous
classes will only come as a
result of the strategic planning
process.

In a press release, Student First
encouraged community mem-
bers to attend the meeting to
urge the school board to restore
honors classes for next fall.

“Located in the heart of Silicon
Valley and global innovation,

SUHSD should lead the nation
in providing equitable access
to rigorous academic oppor-
tunities for every student,” the
group wrote.

The district board meeting
occurred after The Almanac’s
print deadline. For an updated
story on the meeting, visit
almanacnews.com. m

Email Staff Writer
Jennifer Yoshikoshi at
jyoshikoshi@almanacnews.com.



REAL ESTATE SEMINAR

Smart Selling: Maximizing
Sales Price While Minimizing
Commission Expense

Join Michael Repka and Audrey Sun of The DeLeon Team for an
exclusive, high-impact seminar on the rapidly evolving real estate
landscape.

In This Fast-Paced Seminar, You'll Learn:

» The latest on the landmark case reshaping real estate
commissions (spoiler alert: they are coming down)
What a new buyer-led lawsuit could mean for sellers next
How to maximize exposure and get the highest possible price
The tactics some agents use to “work around” the new rules
Why some agents push for hidden “office exclusive” listings —
and who they really benefit
The truth behind pressure to pre-set buyer agent commissions
Why Deleon Realty never takes compensation from both sides
of a transaction
The must-have terms every seller should demand before signing
a listing agreement

No obligation — RSVP now. We look forward to seeing you there.

Wednesday, [=]: [=]

May 6, 2026
6 PM - 8 PM

Lucie Stern E
Community

Center
1305 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto

RSVP Today!

Scan the QR code

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274
DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc.
DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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NEWS

High gas prices gouge Silicon Valley households

By Mike Langberg /
San José Spotlight

urging gas prices will cut
S$1.1 billion from house-

hold income in Santa
Clara and San Mateo counties
this year and eliminate 2,600
jobs, according to estimates
from a San Jose economic think
tank.

A recent report from Joint
Venture Silicon Valley shows
total economic output in the
two counties will drop by $706
million if the current increase
of $1.36 per gallon since the
beginning of the year continues
unchanged through 2026.

Sticker shock at the pump is
widespread, with the average
gas price per gallon soaring
nearly 30% to $5.98 at the end
of March and premium gas hit-
ting $6.33 per gallon.

Consumers are spending
more to fill their tanks, leaving
them with less money to spend
elsewhere as increased energy
prices push up inflation and the
cost of living.

“Reducing disposable income
has ripple effects throughout
the economy,” Heidi Young,
a senior researcher at Joint
Venture and author of the gas
prices report, told San José
Spotlight. “That’s the big take-
away: We're all affected.”

The impact is greatest on
low-income families, Young
added, because they spend
relatively more of their income
on gas and at the supermarket,
another area of the economy hit
by rapid price increases.

“We already know our region
in general has higher prices for
groceries — and this will exac-
erbate that,” Young said.

The tectonic rise in gas prices
is due to the U.S. and Israel’s
attack on Iran that began Feb.
28 by cutting off oil supplies
that move through the Strait of
Hormuz.

But the fallout from higher
pump prices goes beyond gas
and groceries. The report said
there’s an anticipated loss of
2,600 jobs from business belt-
tightening — either through
layoffs or open positions left
unfilled — that will cut across
a wide range of industries, from
housing and hospitals to restau-
rants and retail.

Construction is one such
category, because contractors
rely on gas and diesel for trans-
porting workers and materials
as well as operating machinery
on job sites.

“Across the board, we’ve had
to look at our pricing,” Amy

Pacheco, chief financial officer
of O.C. McDonald Company,
a commercial plumbing and
mechanical contractor in San
Jose, told San José Spotlight.

0O.C. McDonald, which just
marked its 120th anniversary,
operates a fleet of 50 vehicles,
mostly pickup trucks and vans,
which their employees typically
drive home at night — even
though some live as far away as
Gilroy and Hollister.

The company has a
10,000-gallon underground
fuel tank that allows for bulk
gasoline purchases. Pacheco
said a recent refill cost $4.63
per gallon — well below retail
pump prices, but still a whop-
ping 50% above the $3.08 per
gallon O.C. McDonald paid in
January.

“We can’t stop driving and we
can’t drive less,” Pacheco said.

Instead, the company has
to look elsewhere for cost
savings and will ultimately
have to pass some increases
along to their clients, Pacheco
added.

Jeff  Bellisario, execu-
tive director of the Bay Area
Council Economic Institute in
San Francisco, said the psycho-
logical effects of such a sudden
jump in gas costs could cause
consumers and businesses to
rein in their spending, even
though the economy as a whole
is still healthy.

Wages on average are going
up faster than prices, he said,
and the total number of jobs is
growing, with unemployment
holding steady.

“I don’t think this is the
tipping point that sends the
economy under,” Bellisario told
San José Spotlight. m
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GARDEN

continued from page |

Chris Kitch, a member of the
club. Native plants are also natu-
rally pest resistant and require
less water to maintain, she said.

Second graders really
dig gardening

Myrtetus, who has been teach-
ing in Woodside for two decades,
has been actively involved in
maintaining the school’s garden
for years. Every Friday, he takes
his classes out to the garden to
teach them about planting and
harvesting.

Kitch suggested that Myrtetus
hold a poster contest to highlight
Native Plant Month and encour-
age his students to get involved
in the plant sale. Their paintings
depict redwood and oak trees,
native flowers and insects.

Woodside’s second grade class
shows great enthusiasm for try-
ing new things and getting their
hands dirty in the garden. With

planters growing an abundance
of peas, lettuce, chard, lemons
and kale, the students don’t hesi-
tate to try new vegetables.

“Kids just love getting their
hands in dirt and just anytime
away from a book or the class-
room, something that’s hands
on,” Myrtetus said. “Lots of
times, they don’t even know that
they’re learning. Theyre dis-
covering insects, they see seeds
sprouting and they’re just excited
to take it all in.”

On one recent Friday after-
noon, Myrtetus prepared a salad
from vegetables harvested from
the garden. When he called the
students to line up, they skid-
ded toward him, kicking up a
cloud of dirt. On the menu was
a garden salad with cucumbers
and tomatoes dressed in olive oil,
honey, salt and pepper. The veg-
etables were quickly devoured.

“It’s fresh, it’s from the gar-
den,” said Myrtetus to the stu-
dents. “You grow this lettuce.”

He told The Almanac that
he enjoys seeing his students

excited to try new things and
see how the independence they
gain from being able to explore
and care for the garden allows
them to have the confidence to
try unfamiliar foods.

“They don’t realize they’re eat-
ing healthy,” he said.

That afternoon, he also intro-
duced the children to chive and
cilantro flowers and peas. He
had the students repeat after
him: “Give peas a chance.”

Community members can
spot the Woodside Elementary-
grown poppies and artwork at
the Woodside Atherton Garden
Club plant sale from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on May 9 at the Woodside
Library, 3140 Woodside Road.
The event will also feature a
free children’s activity to make a
Mother’s Day floral projectand a
boutique selling flower arrange-
ments, gardening books and gift
baskets. m

Email Staff Writer
Jennifer Yoshikoshi at
jyoshikoshi@almanacnews.com.

Clockwise
from top left:
Woodside
Elementary
second grade
students eat
the fruits of
their labor;
teacher Brian
Myrtetus
gives
instructions;
a sample

of nature-
themed
student
artwork.
Photos by
Michael
Molcsan.



SUMMER

Learn more at AlmanacNews.com/camp-connection/

LA R B EonnECTION

EMICS

Camp Integem Bay Area
Kids and teens (ages 5-18) will explore Al, robotics,
drones, coding, animation, holographic AR, 3D design,
and more in a fun, hands-on journey of creativity. They
will have a blast building smart robots, designing and
flying space drones, and even launching their creations
into near space—up to 100,000 feet! Create magical
game worlds, design interactive 2D/3D animations,
and bring your art to life. Earn NVIDIA Al certificates.
No experience needed—beginner to advanced levels.
Register now with code PAW26 to save.
Camp.Integem.com

(408) 459-0657

Code for Fun Bay Area
Spark creativity this summer! Code For Fun offers
computer science and robotics camps for ages 5-15
in Palo Alto, 35+ Bay Area locations and online. From
coding robots to designing games, creating websites
to digital art, kids explore, create, and learn through
hands-on activities balanced with collaborative projects.
Experienced staff ensure every camper at all levels has
an unforgettable summer. Half day and full day options
available weekly, June through August.

CodeForFun.com (510) 578-8920

Destination Science Bay Area
The fun science day camp for curious kids 5 to 11!
Encourage the love of science, spark creativity, year-
round hands-on learning with Destination Science camp.
2026 new camp themes: Robot Olympic Challenge,
Movie Maker STEM Lab and Jedi Engineering Science
Camp. 15 STEM activities each week including make and
take projects. That is three exciting science stations per
day, plus games, creative challenges, silly songs and all
the friendship and fun of camp. Destination Science’s
energetic, professional educators make learning fun.

DestinationScience.org (888) 909-2822

Emerson Montessori School Palo Alto
An amazing summer writing program. Every vyear,
Emerson Montessori School offers its three Write Now!®
courses — camp-like sessions designed to improve
students’ writing and public presentation skills. Each one-
week course features a different focus: Expository Writing
(prose forms used in school assignments), Creative Writing
(stories, plays, poems), and Presentation Skills (“Posters
& PowerPoints” this year). Parents are welcome at the
afternoon “Authors’ Workshops” and “Speakers’ Forums.”
EmersonMontessori.com/ (650) 424-1267
WriteNow

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
Harker summer programs for preschool - grade 12 children
include opportunities for academics, arts, athletics and
activities. Taught by exceptional, experienced faculty and
staff, our programs offer something for everyone in a safe
and supportive environment. Register as soon as possible.
Harker.org/Summer (408) 553-5737

Lydian Academy Palo Alto
Complete UC-approved college-prep, Honors, or AP
coursein asfew as 3weeksina 1:1 or small group setting.
Popular non-credit Academic Enrichment Programs
include our Project-based STEM Skills Workshop in
our Innovation Studio, Executive Functioning, Writing
Workshops, Public Speaking, Life Skills, Personal Finance,
and more. Lydian offers a welcoming and supportive
environment for Neurodiverse and 2e learners.

LydianAcademy.com/Summer (650) 321-0550

| ACADEMICS |
Pinewood School

Summer Festival of Learning Los Altos
Pinewood'’s two- or four-week summer program provides
a unique blend of academic and enrichment classes
designed to sharpen academic skills and deepen a love of
learning in an uplifting environment. Specialized teachers
and small classes maximize the summer school experience.
Our curriculum emphasizes academic growth as well as
joyful participation in the arts, technology, and athletics.
This balance has been unique to Pinewood from its
founding and remains central to the Pinewood experience.
Pinewood.edu/Summer-at-Pinewood

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series

on Biomedical Research Stanford
Stanford Exploreis alecture seriesin biomedical research
that offers high school students the unique opportunity
to learn from Stanford professors and graduate students.
Explore various topics in biomedical science, including
bioengineering, neuroscience, cancer, and immunology.
Explore.Stanford.edu

Summer@Stratford Palo Alto/Bay Area
A summer full of wonder, exploration, and discovery
awaits! From thrilling adventures to hands-on fun,
campers will learn new skills, make new friends, and
create memories they’ll never forget. Day Camp,
Academic, Specialty, and Sports Camp options keep
campers engaged all summer long. Register today!

StratfordSchools.com/Summer (650) 493-1151

ARTS, CULTURE & ENRICHMENT

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls Palo Alto
Casti Camp offers girls entering grades 2-6 a range of
age-appropriate activities including art, music, drama,
dance, crafts, games and more. Leadership program
available for girls entering grades 7-9.

Castilleja.org/SummerCamp (650) 470-7833

City of Sunnyvale Sunnyvale
Offering 110+ camps forages 2 to 17 featuring traditional,
visual arts, performing arts, sports, aquatics, STEM and
teen leadership camps. Full and half day options run
June 8 through Aug. 14. Dive into swim lessons for all
levels starting in June, or cool off with recreation swim
at our aquatic facilities all summer long.

Sunnyvale.ca.gov/Activities (408) 730-7350

Community School of

Music and Arts Mountain View
CSMA summer and school-break camps let young artists
explore, create, and share the joy of making art and
meeting new friends! 60+ creative camps for ages 5-15!
Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, Fashion, Digital Art, Musical
Theater, and more. One and two-week sessions are held at
our beautiful MV arts campus. After-camp care is available.
Arts4All.org (650) 917-6800 ext. 0

J-Camp at the Oshman Family JCC Palo Alto
J-Camp is a day camp for incoming transitional
kindergarten through 10th grade. Our camp activities
build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new
skills. Every session is a unique experience, full of fun and
engaging programs. We are a welcoming and inclusive
community where campers of all backgrounds and their
families learn, play and connect.

OFJCC-JCamp.com (650) 223-8622

ARTS, CULTURE & ENRICHMENT

Stanford Jazz Workshop Stanford
Stanford Jazz Workshop week-long jazz immersion
programs for young musicians in middle school (Giant
Steps Day Camp, starts July 6), high school (Jazz Camp,
starts July 12 and/or July 19, and advanced teens (Jazz
Institute, July 26). All instruments and vocals. On the
Stanford campus!

StanfordJazz.org (650) 736-0324

Bald Eagle Bay Area
The first camp ever approved by The Positive
Coaching Alliance for message and Development
Zone programming. We offer 4 camps: Non-Traditional
MultiSports (TK-5th), Sports Leadership & Field Trips
(6th-8th), Basketball Camp (3rd-8th) and Coach In
Training (free, 9th-10th). Extended Care 7:30 am - 6 pm.

BaldEagleCamps.com (888) 505-BALD

Maccabi Sports Camp Hayward
Maccabi Sports Camp is an overnight Jewish sports
camp located on the beautiful CSU East Bay campus in
Hayward. We welcome campers entering grades 3-11
with programs dedicated to building strong character
and Jewish community through sports. We offer six
core sports: soccer, baseball, basketball, racket sports,
volleyball and multi-sport.

MaccabiSportsCamp.org/wp (415) 997-8844

Spartans Sports Camp Mountain View
Spartans Sports Camp, Inc. is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
corporation and all proceeds benefit the Mountain View
High School Athletic Department. Spartans Sports Camp
has raised over $550,000 since 2012! Follow Spartans
Sports Camp on Facebook and Twitter!

SpartansSportsCamp.com (650) 479-5906

Stanford Water Polo Camps Stanford
New to water polo or have experience, we have
a camp for you! Half day or full day options for
both boys and girls ages 7-14. Each session
teaches fundamentals, shooting & scrimmaging.
Session 1: June 8-11, 2026; Session 2: June 15-18, 2026.

StanfordWaterPoloCamps.com (650) 725-9016

Please check directly with camps for updates and offerings.
To advertise in print and online, contact your sales representative or
email Sales@EmbarcaderoMedia.org.
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Viewpoint

IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS

ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

Why summer camp still matters for kids today

By Jim Politis

Valley, Woodside and Menlo
Park, families have long val-
ued opportunities that help chil-
dren grow beyond the classroom.
For many, summer camp
has quietly played that role for
generations.

Nearly 50 years ago, a simple
idea helped spark what would
become a lasting part of the
Peninsula community. A local
educator began gathering kids
together for a summer experi-
ence built around play, connec-
tion and time outdoors. What
started small eventually grew into
programs like Mountain Camp
Woodside, on the Woodside
Priory School campus, part of a

In communities like Portola

GUEST OPINION

broader tradition that continues
today.

While much has changed since
those early days, the core value of
camp has not. If anything, it has
become more important.

Today’s children are grow-
ing up in a very different world.
Research from psychologist Jean
Twenge highlights how tech-
nology, especially smartphones
and social media, has reshaped
childhood. Kids are more con-
nected than ever, yet many report
feeling more isolated, anxious
and less confident in face-to-face
interactions.

At the same time, opportuni-
ties for unstructured play and

independence have declined.
Children are often highly sched-
uled, moving from one orga-
nized activity to the next, with
fewer chances to simply interact,
explore and figure things out on
their own.

From a child development
perspective, those experiences
matter.

Children don’t just grow
through instruction; they grow
through experience.

Summer camp provides one of
the few environments where kids
can develop these skills naturally.
They build friendships, navigate
challenges and learn to com-
municate without the distrac-
tions of screens or constant adult
intervention.

Research from the American

‘Children don't just grow
through instruction;
they grow through
experience.’

Camp Association supports this.
High-quality camp experiences
are linked to growth in inde-
pendence, resilience and social
awareness, skills that extend well
beyond the summer months.
What makes camp unique is
how those skills are developed.
They’re not taught in a classroom.
They're practiced in real life.

It’s joining a group of kids
you've just met. It’s working
through disagreements and mov-
ing forward. It’s trying something

new and realizing you're capable
of more than you thought.

These moments may seem
small, but over time, they build
lasting confidence.

In Peninsula communities,
where families often prioritize
both academic and personal
growth, camp offers an impor-
tant balance. It provides a setting
where kids can step away from
structured environments and
simply be kids while still develop-
ing the skills that matter most.

After more than 15 years work-
ing in youth development, one
thing is clear: camp is more than
justa summer activity. It’s a place
where children learn how to con-
nect, adapt and grow.

And in today’s world, that may
be more important than ever. m

Jim Politis is camp director at
Mountain Camp Woodside.

A time of laughter in a time of fear

GUEST OPINION

By Mickie Winkler

Respect the process —

and the voters — in San Mateo
County superintendent race

olitical division and war are creat-
Ping panic, and our politicians are

both polarized and afraid — afraid
for their futures and their families. This
fear extends throughout our communities
nationwide. I have lived in China and
Russia and have learned how precious
freedom is. I was mayor of a politically
astute city, and know how democracy
works, day to day. What do I feel now?
Sorrow? Frustration? Yes, and I'm almost
frozen with fear.

The phrase “frozen with fear” accurately
describes the power of fear. It shuts down
our critical thinking. The amygdala, the
brain’s emotional center, gets hijacked by
fear until, effectively, our prefrontal cor-
tex shuts down. That’s the area responsi-
ble for logical, high-level reasoning — and
thus problem solving is impaired, and our
ability to effectively confront our gargan-
tuan threat disappears. We, the people,
need our best brainpower now more than
ever to fight effectively for democracy, so
that it endures beyond 250 years.

You may remember the saying, “laugh-
ter is the best medicine.” Well, it is, and
I have used it throughout my time as a
mayor and councilwoman.

I think about the time I was standing
in a fast (15-item) check-out lane and the
customer ahead of me unloaded some 30
items from his cart. I was angry, as were
others in the line with me. And then I
started to laugh, and it was catching. We
all laughed and enjoyed the camaraderie.
I learned from a therapist that whenever
anger or fear threatens to overtake me,
I should just stimulate my sympathetic
nervous system. In other words, I should
laugh. “Laughter, good out-loud belly

laughter,” relieves stress and promotes
better thinking,” she promised. “It puts
you back in control.”

Yes, humor taps into creativity; it
enables a shift in perspective. It is the
tool we can enjoy that enables us to get
back to the critical thinking, to caring for
ourselves, to collaborating and communi-
cating with others from different political
parties and differing backgrounds, a tool
we all need right now, one that promotes
the realization that “I am not crazy” or
wrong to be afraid and that I'm not alone
in this. The powerful relief of endorphins
that such moments stimulate is liberating.
These are the events that change us, and,
in fact, change our political landscape,
indeed. Humor allows us to keep going.
Humor and wit give us strength that
actually lessens pain, lessens stress and
promotes better thinking.

My motto — my goal — as a political
satirist is to “make you laugh — and even
think.”

“Send in the clowns” Stephen Sondheim
instructed. “Where are the clowns?” he
asks. Here I am. And there they are — all
around us, available to you and to me. Pay
attention to the clowns and enjoy a good
laugh. And then, my dear fellow country-
men, when we are awash in healing from
humor, we can use our minds to focus
on and quash the real and scary threat of
fascism. m

Mickie Winkler is the former mayor of
Menlo Park. She has lived and written
humor around the world and happily
continues in Palo Alto.
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By Jim Lawrence

ity, fairness and respect for the rule

of law. That standard should apply
just as strongly in the current race for
San Mateo County Superintendent of
Schools on the June ballot.

By all available facts, Chelsea Bonini
has done what the law requires. Her
candidacy has been accepted by the
San Mateo County Registrar and
Elections Division, and her credentials
have been reviewed by the California
Commission on Teacher Credentialing
— the very body charged with deter-
mining whether an individual meets
California’s legal standards for educa-
tional leadership.

That is not a matter of opinion.
It is the process established under
California law.

Reasonable people can disagree
about candidates’ ideas, priorities and
leadership styles. That is the essence
of democracy. But questioning a
candidate’s basic eligibility after the
appropriate authorities have reviewed
and accepted it — without pursuing a
formal legal challenge — undermines
public confidence in the system we all
rely on.

If there are those who genuinely
believe the law has been misapplied,
there is a clear and appropriate path
forward: the courts. That is how
disputes over eligibility are resolved
in a society governed by law — not
through repeated public insinuations

In any election, voters deserve clar-

GUEST OPINION

that sidestep due process.

Equally troubling is the tone of some
of the criticism. Suggesting that a
candidate’s lawful participation in an
election is the product of “privilege,”
rather than the outcome of established
legal procedures, risks reducing seri-
ous civic discourse to personal attacks.
That does not elevate the conversation;
it diminishes it.

Elections should be contests of vision,
experience and ideas — not efforts to
delegitimize opponents outside the
framework of the law. When we blur
that line, we do a disservice not only
to the candidates, but to voters who
deserve a campaign focused on the
future of our schools, not distractions
about process that has already been
duly followed.

The bottom line is simple: The proper
authorities have spoken. Bonini is on
the ballot. She has the right to present
her case to the voters, just like any other
candidate.

Let the campaign move forward on
the merits. Let voters decide. And let’s
conduct this election with the level of
fairness and respect that our commu-
nity — and our democratic institutions
— deserve. m

Jim Lawrence is the former mayor of
Foster City. The views expressed here
are Jim’s own and not those of any
organization with which he is affiliated.



Artscene

PEOPLE AND PERFORMANCES IN ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

BREA/I

Meet the Silicon Valley organizations and artists taking a creative
approach to tackling the plastic problem

lastics: Theyre con-

venient, ubiquitous

and now a consider-

able environmental

problem thanks to
their slow decomposition rate,
ties to fossil fuels and association
with disposable goods that end
up polluting the planet in both
macro and micro forms.

When buying something made
of plastic, “youre committing
to something that lasts for 500
years,” said David Schick, co-
founder of the award-winning
nonprofit Peninsula Precious
Plastics. “So if youre gonna
accept the convenience of plastic,
then you need to accept the bur-
den of plastic.”

For Peninsula Precious Plastics
and its associates, that means
saving plastics from being tossed
into landfills and instead remak-
ing them into products that are
intended to last. It also means
educating the community about
the issue. The idea is to treat
plastics not as disposable, but as
a resource that should be used as
thoughtfully and responsibly as
possible.

The San Carlos-based educa-
tional nonprofit works with stu-
dents, artists, entrepreneurs and
civic groups to facilitate ways to
upcycle plastic, find opportunities
for developing creative design and
STEM skills, and spread aware-
ness of the plastic waste problem.
It’s headquartered in a warehouse
that serves as a community mak-
erspace; sharing techniques and
ideas is a crucial part of the orga-
nization’s ethos.

While many of us toss our
plastic waste into recycling bins,
only around 9% of plastic actu-
ally ends up being recycled,
Peninsula Precious Plastics co-
founder Andrea Schick said,
and much of what is accepted
for recycling ends up shipped
overseas.

“We can really actually make a
significant dent locally by having
groups come in and bring clean
plastic and make it into items,”
she said.

Making the process
personal

At periodic “meet and melt”
events with Peninsula Precious
Plastics, participants clean, sort,
shred and remake plastic into all
kinds of new products, getting
a personal, hands-on under-
standing of the issues — and the
possibilities.

“One of the things I really like
about our work is being able to
interact with people in such a way
that’s more than just a presenta-
tion. It’s being able to have people
physically make something out of
plastic, and that is so much more
memorable than ... any slideshow
or any science demonstration that
we could do,” co-founder and
CEO Nick Schick said.

Colorful confetti-patterned
clipboards, combs, holiday orna-
ments, animal-shaped keychains,
flower pots, furniture and ele-
ments of art installations are
among the items created by
Peninsula Precious Plastics-asso-
ciated makers. These products
are sometimes sold as fundraisers
for organizations like Mountain
Parks Foundation (look for their
banana slug-shaped products in
the Nature Store at Henry Cowell
State Park.)

And those items can be aesthet-
ically and creatively satisfying as
well, giving makers the chance to
flex their creativity and showcase
the colorful and artistic potential
of plastic waste.

“I don’t tend to think of plastic
in a positive way at all, so it’s
refreshing to see, ‘Oh, there’s
actually something beautiful and
useful that you can make out of
this repurposed plastic,” Andrea
Schick said, holding up her favor-
ite multicolored clipboard.

While Peninsula Precious
Plastics does accept donations of
plastic, storage room at the space
is limited, and the larger goal is
for the community to take an
active role.

“We want the people who
bring the material to be involved
in the process as much as pos-
sible, because we want to make it

By Karla Kane

personal,” David Schick said.

Peninsula Precious Plastics
was founded by the San Mateo-
based Schick family, with the idea
sparked in 2020 when Nick Schick
— then an Aragon High School
student and now an environmen-
tal science major at University of
California, Los Angeles — and
his after-school tech club wanted
to do something about climate
change.

They came across Precious
Plastic, an organization started in
the Netherlands that offers open-
source tools and information for
combatting the plastic problem,
and realized there were steps
they could take locally. Once the
Schicks started collecting their
own plastic waste from daily life,
the scale of the problem became
evident.

“We were amazed by how
quickly our family alone helped
fill up so much space with plastic
that we used purchasing grocer-
ies,” Andrea Schick said.

Nick Schick created plastic
clipboards to donate to Laguna
Honda Hospital as his Eagle Scout
project, and Peninsula Precious

Plastics, inspired by the interna-
tional Precious Plastic movement,
kept on sourcing equipment,
networking and growing into
the expanded organization it is
today. Andrea Schick said she
loves being able to connect with
makers locally and globally who
are working on innovative ways
to tackle the plastic problem
and share their ideas with others
around the world.

In January, the nonprofit
received a 2026 Sustainability
Award from Sustainable San
Mateo County. It’s worked with
many organizations, including
the California Academy of Sci-
ences, the California Environ-
mental Literacy Initiative and the
Monterey Bay Aquarium, and
with businesses like Cocoplum
Sunglasses, which uses recy-
cled pill bottles, and Swellcycle
Surfboards.

Peninsula Precious Plastics’
San Carlos makerspace includes
shredding machines, an oven,
injection molds and all sorts of
other equipment. Students and
other makers ages 13 and over
are trained on how to use them

Magali Gauthier
Peninsula Precious Plastics co-founders Andrea and David Schick hold some clipboards that were created
using upcycled plastic at the nonprofit’s San Carlos warehouse.

and are able to design their own
product ideas. Becoming an offi-
cial nonprofit organization allows
Peninsula Precious Plastics to
receive grants, which helps fund
expenses like the electrical costs
of running its machinery.

Near the entrance of the work-
shop is an arrangement of bins,
each filled with tiny colorful
plastic bits, organized by color.
If it looks a lot like a candy store,
that’s because the bins were for-
merly used to display varieties
of jelly beans at the now-defunct
Talbot’s Toyland in San Mateo,
then at Byrd’s Filling Station,
whose owner later donated them
to Peninsula Precious Plastics.

Plastic types are categorized by
number, and Peninsula Precious
Plastics works with all kinds of
everyday items, such as bottle
caps, takeout containers and
yogurt cups.

“We encourage people to bring
us clean, dry, plastic with the
numbers 2, 4, and 5 on it because
of all the plastics — they have the
lowest VOCs (volatile organic

See MOLD, page 25
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TECHNOLOGY

Robinhood Markets, Inc. has an opening in Menlo Park, CA for Senior Product
Designer (9902345): Dfning & refning Ftres prdcts by explrng new offrngs &
expning exstng ones. Tlcmtg prmttd. Minimum Requirements for Position:
Bachelor’s degree in Design, Engineering or a related field and five years (5)

of progressively responsible years of experience in job offered or related
occupation. Education or experience must include: Utilize Figma or Adobe
suite for creating visually cohesive, appealing, and on-brand interfaces.

Create user journey mapping, information architecture, and wireframing.
Conducting usability tests, interviews, surveys, and A/B tests to help validate
design decisions and prioritize features based on data. Utilize Protopie or other
prototyping tools to craft how users interact with a product (microinteractions,
animations, states). Creating reusable design components and maintaining
consistency at scale. Requires understanding of tokens, accessibility, and
documentation. Ability to interpret metrics from tools like Amplitude,
Mixpanel, or Google Analytics to understand KPlIs, conversion funnels, and
behavioral data. Applying accessibility standards (WCAG) and inclusive design
principles to ensures products are usable by people of all abilities. Salary Rnge:
$195,000 -$224,000/year. Bckground checks req. See bnfits at https://careers.
robinhood.com/benefits. Email resume with job title (Senior Product Designer)
& job code (9902345) to rhijobs@robinhood.com.

The Almanac offers
employment advertising.

If you wish to learn more about the advertising options,
please visit AlmanacNews.com/employment_ads/.

2026
Earth Day

Festival

Buy Less, Conserve Move Recycle, Community
Choose Well Energy &  Sustainably Compost & Action
Water Repurpose

Our Power, Our Planet.
Lead with Action.

Join us for a meaningful celebration
dedicated to raising environmental
awareness and taking action!

Sunday, April 26, 2026
1:00-4:00 PM

Holbrook-Palmer Park
150 Watkins Ave., Atherton B

Register at Atherton.News/Earth-Day m

Progress does not show up silence.
It happens when people show up.

Environmental progress is built through everyday action - from
communities protecting ecosystems to innovators advancing solutions.
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Review: In reimagining classical epic,
‘Anon(ymous)’ casts too wide a net

The Pear Theatre offers strong performances
in visually captivating production of flawed script

By Michael J. Vaughn

C non(ymous),”  play-
A wright Naomi lizuka’s
take on Homer’s “Odys-
sey,  offers captivating images,
intriguing characters and beauti-
ful ensemble work. Much of it,
however, is mercilessly scattered
by trying to force it onto Homer’s
framework.

I hope someday we will have
enough of artists hijacking classic
works for their own purposes. Do
modern refugees bear a resem-
blance to Odysseus’s 10-year wan-
dering? Absolutely. They also bear
a resemblance to the millions
upon millions of people uprooted
from their homes by this messy,
violent century.

Remove it completely from its
Homeric allusions, and this play
contains some engaging person-
alities. Anon (Zhang Bai Han)
is separated from his mother,
Nemasani (Natalie To) after their
boat of refugees is destroyed by a
terrible storm. Anon is resusci-
tated on a beach by Calista (Isa-
belle Polito), a charmingly ditzy
American who assumes that her
heroics entitle her to keep Anon
as a pet boyfriend. Her pursuit
is interrupted by Naja (Qian
Zhang), an enchanting goddess
who rescues Anon from Calista.

We have the seeds of a great
story here, but already the cracks
are showing. Calista is funny but
cartoonish (as are all Americans
in the play). Anon’s plight is all
too common and relatable, but
is some goddess going to deus
ex machina him from all his
travails? And in the back of our
minds, aren’t we all just checking
the Homeric plot points from our
college lit classes?

To be clear, none of these asper-
sions are meant for the players of
The Pear. Under director Vinh G.
Nguyen and fight director Bessie
Zolno, the ensemble delivers bal-
letic shipwrecks, terrifying bomb
scares and edgy fights performed
to perfection (and the puppet dol-
phins are an irresistible addition).

As Anon, Zhang Bai Han
has an engaging way of being
stunned into frozen postures by
the wild goings-on, and then, just
as suddenly bursting into action
(a very teen-boy combination).
Qian Zhangs portrayal of the
goddess is sweet and beautiful.
Raven Douglas is pure sass and
vinegar as Anon’s traveling part-
ner Pascal.

The Vaughn-Muncks, hus-
bands Christian and Zach, both
show a talent for divine creepi-
ness. Christian is exactly like

the suspect in most true crime
podcasts as the sweat shop boss
Makus, demanding that Nema-
sani abandon her grief for her lost
son and marry him.

Inevitably, the Cyclops appears,
in the form of Zyclo (Zach
Vaughn-Muncks), a one-eyed
butcher who specializes in brain
sausage, and his Hannibal Lecter
vibe has the patrons edging
toward the exits. He’s joined by
his pet bird, performed by Efsun
Alper Sweet with a Vegas-style
assemblage of metallic lounge-
ware and an hilarious repertoire
of tics and screeches.

Actor Dan C., meanwhile, gave
the blind restaurant owner Ali
an ingratiating quirkiness, and
Kristy Aquino was equally engag-
ing as Nasreen.

I also enjoyed the inventiveness
of lighting designer Raven Mana-
lo, who at one point simulated a
passing vehicle using a series of
lights placed beneath the seats.
The 90-minute, no intermission
format was also appreciated (and
possibly a trend), allowing specta-
tors to stay fully invested in the
action.

It could be that the fatal flaw

Courtesy Mikenzie Gilbert
Anon (Zhang Bai Han, center) is surrounded by the ensemble in The
Pear’s production of “Anon(ymous).”

of the play is a matter of focus.
Take all these interesting char-
acters through a more realistic
narrative and you might have
something deeper to say about the
always relevant subject of refugees
and immigrants. Take the other
fork into Greek wilderness (as
the Coen Brothers did with “O
Brother Where Art Thou™), and
you might get a delicious sendup.
Tizuka seemingly wants it all, and
doesn’t really get it.

Recently, Steven Spielberg
warned Hollywood that it needs
to invest more in original stories
and slow down on mega-movie
sequels. I have to agree, and
while were at it, let’s try using
our imaginations and stop riding
ancient coattails. m

Email Contributing Writer
Michael . Vaughn at
michaeljvaughn@hotmail.com.

‘Anon(ymous)’ runs through
May 3 at The Pear Theatre,

1110 La Avenida St., Suite A,
Mountain View. Tickets are $45.
thepear.org or 650-254-1148.
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compounds),” which are harmful
to human health, David Schick
said. A device that scans materials
to decipher what type of plastic
they contain is used when a num-
ber isn't visible.

Outreach to schools and stu-
dents continues to be a cru-
cial part of Peninsula Precious
Plastics’ mission. The nonprofit is
currently working with many Bay
Area schools and getting more
requests all the time, according
to Andrea Schick. Many creative
design projects have come from
teen volunteers.

“What I love about having
students at our shop is they ask
so many good questions about
plastics,” she said. Students who
work with Peninsula Precious
Plastics as youngsters often go
on to spread what they’ve learned
when they move on to college, or
come back when they can.

Rubbish Bags and
Inventurous

Tara de la Garza is a mem-
ber of the Palo Alto Public Art
Commission and the Cubberley
Artist Studio Program. Originally
from Australia, de la Garza now
lives on the Peninsula. She’s been
addressing the issue of plastic in
her artwork for some time, but in
the past few years, she realized she
wanted to do even more to both
spread awareness and directly
take action locally.

“I guess I felt frustrated by the
reach of my message. And so I
decided to start the nonprofit
Inventurous as a way to inspire
a community as well as get
more people involved in collect-
ing especially difficult-to-recycle
plastic,” she said.

Inventurous works with Penin-
sula Precious Plastics and shares
the mission of engaging people to
help create valuable items out of
waste plastic, as well as making
techniques and processes open
source, so they can be replicated
in other communities.

Inventurous’ first big project
is the brand Rubbish Bags —
purses and tote bags designed by
de la Garza and made from bags
that would otherwise end up as
rubbish.

“What I really wanted to do
was creatively recycle locally. So
what can we do with our materi-
alslocally that inspires people to,
firstly, use less, and secondly, to
think of it as a resource, not as a
waste stream?” she asked herself.

She identified that newspaper
delivery sleeves are particularly
difficult for municipal waste
companies to recycle (they tend to
clog the machines), so she enlisted
community members and groups,
including in the Greenmeadow
neighborhood of Palo Alto and
local libraries, to collect bags
from New York Times deliveries

specifically, which come in a dis-
tinctive blue hue.

“So there are places now that
are collecting for me, and not
only is that great for me because
it’s a single-stream source that is
clean, it’s also just getting people
to sort of subconsciously think
about what theyre doing with
their stream, and that’s the bigger
goal: behavioral change,” she said.

She started out by making wal-
lets, inspired by designs she saw
on the Precious Plastic network,
then wanted to go larger. In her
Palo Alto studio, she creates
pleather (plastic leather) mate-
rial by heating and pressing the
shredded plastic, then assembling
it into bags along with upcycled
leather from old couches and
other bits and pieces (at the time
of this interview, she had recently
been given a large supply of black
plastic from Stanford University’s
Hoover Institution, which has a
pleasing texture when pressed.)

Rubbish Bags are currently for
sale online, as well as sometimes
through the local sustainable
goods store Ethos, which has
branches in Los Altos, Los Gatos
and Capitola.

Prices range depending on the
design and how many hours of
work goes into each bag. The buck-
et tote model, for example, starts at
$96 while the “mini” model starts
at $196, with options for add-ons
such as crossbody chains.

“A lot of people who buy them
are people who collect bags or
who have some interest in sus-
tainability as well as fashion,”
she said.

While some of the machinery
feels high-tech, much of the
bag-making process also utilizes
old-fashioned design principles,
leathercraft techniques and man-
ual work.

“I think there’s something
charming about that, and also
when people see what it is we're
doing here, they can sort of see
there’s a potential to do a lot of
things,” she said.

The HDP and LDP plastics de
la Garza works with are the least
toxic types, she said. “We’re not
burning it, were fusing it. We're
melting it at a point that it doesn’t

Magali Gauthier
Artist Tara de la Garza recycles items such as newspaper delivery
sleeves to create handbags in her studio at Cubberley Community
Center in Palo Alto.

release any VOCs,” she said. “But
even still, I just make sure that I
have filtration systems so that it’s
absolutely clean.”

She also enjoys helping others
realize their plastic project ideas,
holding open days in her studio
several times a year for people to
come in, explore the materials and
make recycled treasures of their
own. She’s been designing a soap
holder, inspired by the thought of
“How can I get people, instead of
buying plastic jars, plastic bottles
to put shampoo in, to use a sham-
poo bar instead?” de la Garza said.

“Just looking at little ways that
we can do that, get that behavior
change happening in the com-
munity,” she added.

‘Everybody can do
something’

The long-term hope “is for
a future where our business is
redundant and we no longer have
the materials to make creative
projects from plastic,” Inventur-
ous’ website states. In the mean-
time, these local organizations
offer ways for the community to
get involved.

Ultimately, “for those that can
choose, they should not choose
plastic, whenever they can. That’s
really the message,” David Schick
said. “Everybody can do some-
thing, even if they can’t come here
to help us or they can’t donate to
us, they can at the very least think
twice about buying something
made out of plastic.” m

Email Assistant Lifestyle
Editor Karla Kane at kkane@
almanacnews.com.

See Tara de la Garza's work at
Cubberley Artist Studio Program’s
open studios April 25, 1-5 p.m.,

at Cubberley Community Center,
4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.
tinyurl.com/April2026 CASPopen
studios.

Learn more about de la Garza's
work at inventurous.org or on
Instagram: @inventurous. Learn
more about Peninsula Precious
Plastics at peninsulapreciousplas
tics.org or on Instagram:
@peninsulapreciousplastics.

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEARBY GIVEN THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION
OF THE TOWN OF WOODSIDE will hold a hybrid public hearing
allowing for the option to attend by teleconference/video conference or
in person in Independence Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA on
Wednesday, May 20, 2026, at 6:00 PM, to consider:

Townwide
Town of Woodside

ZOAM2026-0001
Planner: Sage Schaan, Planning Director

Continued review of a Resolution of Intention and Recommendation
to the Town Council to Amend Municipal Code Chapters 151 (Site
Development/Driveway) 153 (Zoning) to update regulations for
accessory dwelling units (ADUs) to allow additional flexibility for
the construction of ADUs, such as amending requirements for second
driveways, development within basic setbacks, floor area exceptions,
increase in the number of ADUs allowed on lots less than one acre,
and other updates necessary to be consistent with current State law;
and an update to Paved Area and Surface Coverage Exceptions related
to the installation of surface coverage at ADUs and other buildings for
increased fire safety.

This resolution is exempt from California Environmental Quality Act
(“CEQA?”), pursuant to Public Resource Code Section 21080.17 (CEQA
is not applicable to local ordinances regulating the construction of
Accessory Dwelling Units).

All interested parties are invited to submit written comments to jpaping@
woodsideca.gov and/or attend in person or virtually at https://usO2web.
zoom.us/j/86068472736 and give testimony.

BRANFORD
MARSALIS JUN 26

Armmnmmn

JUN

INDIAN JAZZ
JOURKNEY FEAT. JuL1s
MAHESH KALE
AND CLORGE AMAT COHEN
BROOKS JuLi1e
THE WESTERLIES
JUH 2T
BILLY CHILDS JuL
JEREMY PELT
JUM 28
LUCIANA SOUZA JUL 23
STEFON HARRIS
JuLn
NICOLAS BEARDE JuL2s -
YILIAN CANIZARES
JUL 13
CHRISTINA JUL 28
GALISATUS GEORGE CABLES
JUL 186 JUL 30
MICHAEL MAYD TaYLOR EIGSTI
Scbandhude: il it et e vhages il sslins
STANFORD

FESTIVAL
JUN21-JUL 31

FULL LINEUP AT STANFORDJAZZ.ORG

April 24,2026 m AlmanacNews.com m TheAImanac m 25




w La Corpe
Sifequstn... ol

These 8 new eateries are
coming to downtown Palo Alto

By Adrienne Mitchel

owntown Palo Alto’s din-

ing scene is constantly

shifting, with old busi-

nesses shuttering and new
ones moving in. With recent
closures of popular restaurants
such as Son & Garden and
Sushirrito, new eateries are set
to take their place. Here are
eight restaurants joining the
neighborhood.

Bistro Demiya

Cupertino residents Demi
Ebara and husband Arthur de
la Cueva are opening their sixth
Bay Area restaurant this sum-
mer in downtown Palo Alto.

Bistro Demiya is an elevated
version of their casual chain
Demiya, which specializes in
Japanese curry. Expect 70%
of the menu to be new, focus-
ing on yoshoku, a style of
Japanese cuisine that reimag-
ines Western dishes through a
Japanese culinary lens. Dishes
will be served tapas style, with
breakfast offered on weekends.
A selection of Japanese sake and
beers will be available.

Located in the former Poke
One space, the restaurant seats
about 25, with an additional 10
in the backyard.

Ebara moved to the U.S. from
Japan in 2011, opening the first
Demiya in San Jose in 2016.
She noticed that Americans
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La Corneta Taqueria, which is expanding to downtown Palo Alto, offers a variety of Mexican food, including
burritos, tacos, quesadillas, nachos, tostadas and more.

often associated Japanese food
with just sushi and ramen and
wanted to showcase home-style
cooking, particularly curry rice.
She hopes to eventually take
the company public and turn
Demiya into a franchise.

Demiya, 407 Lytton Ave., Palo
Alto; Instagram: @demiya_inc.

La Corneta Taqueria

A 3l-year-old taqueria is
expanding to the former SliderBar

location. La Corneta Taqueria
was founded by Joel Campos in
San Francisco in 1995 and has
since expanded to Burlingame
and San Carlos.

Now it makes its way to
University Avenue, serving the



FOOD & DRINK

same burritos, tacos and plates
it’s known for in other cities. La
Corneta Taqueria is expected
to open before Cinco de Mayo,
May 5, according to co-owner
David Perez-Campos.

La Corneta Taqueria, 324
University Ave., Palo Alto;
Instagram: @la.corneta.taqueria.

Mints & Honey

Peninsula brunch restaurant
Mints & Honey is expanding to
Emerson Street. The cafe was
founded in San Carlos by sisters
Dot and Canna Teng in 2017 and
expanded to Burlingame in 2022.

A variety of sweet and savory
waffles and toasts are on the
menu. Find waffles served with
housemade rose jam, organic
yogurt and honey or with pro-
sciutto, ricotta, fig jam and a soft
boiled egg. Toasts include ones
topped with mango, avocado,
basil, Tajin and honey or with
curry chicken. Sandwich options
include smoked salmon, turkey
avocado, albacore tuna salad
and more.

Mints & Honey offers an expan-
sive coffee and tea menu, with
various flavored lattes (think
lavender or Nutella), iced tea lem-
onades such as passionfruit honey
jasmine or butterfly pink lemon-
ade, matcha beverages (including
matcha caramel and matcha man-
go lattes), fruit teas and milk teas.

An opening date has not yet
been announced.

Mints & Honey, 728 Emerson
St., Palo Alto; Instagram: @
mintsandhoneycafe.

Peng’s Kitchen

A new Chinese restaurant is
coming to the former home of
Son & Garden. The restaurant
has more than 60 locations in
China and Hong Kong, accord-
ing to its Instagram. An opening
date has not yet been announced.

Peng’s Kitchen, 535 Bryant
St., Palo Alto; Instagram:
@peng.s_kitchen.

Rikyu

The team behind Los Altos
omakase restaurant Hiroshi is
opening a matcha cafe in the
former TOMO Tea House foot-
print. In addition to matcha and
coffee beverages with house-
made syrups, Rikyu will also
offer Japanese sandos (including
katsu-style chicken, Japanese A5

Dig into food news. Follow the
Peninsula Foodist on Instagram
@peninsulafoodist and subscribe
to the newsletter at www.
almanacnews.com/peninsula-
foodist/ to get insights on the
latest openings and closings, learn
what the Foodist is excited about
eating, read exclusive interviews
and keep up on the trends
affecting local restaurants.

wagyu beef and shrimp katsu),
chirashi and matcha desserts.
Owner Daiji Uehara expects
a mid-May opening, pending
final inspection.
Rikyu, 121 Lytton Ave., Palo
Alto; Instagram: @rikyupaloalto.

Taste of Anatolia

A cafe specializing in Turkish
coffee, tea, breakfast and
sweets is coming to the for-
mer Round Table Pizza on
University Avenue. According to
its Instagram, Taste of Anatolia
will offer boxes of colorful
Turkish delights and assorted
baklava. An opening date has
not yet been announced.

Taste of Anatolia, 263 University
Ave., Palo Alto; Instagram:
@toa_tasteofanatolia.

Urban Momo

A local Indo-Nepalese chain
is opening its fourth location
in the former Sushirrito space.
Established in San Jose in 2017
by Sama and Bharat Acharya,
Urban Momo specializes in
Nepalese dumplings as well as
Indo-Chinese dishes. Urban
Momo expanded to San Mateo
in 2018 and to Pleasanton in
2024. The chain also has a sister
restaurant, Himali Bistro, in
Burlingame.

The menu at Urban Momo’s
newest location will be more
Nepalese-focused versus Indo-
Chinese, more comparable
to Himali Bistro’s offerings,
according to Ajay Narayan, a
restaurant consultant working
on the project.

Standout Nepalese dishes
include kwati, a soup made from
nine types of sprouted beans and
lentils; mustang aloo, a spicy
potato dish made with Sichuan
pepper; and momo, which will
come in vegan, vegetarian,
chicken and lamb varieties

Narayan expects Urban Momo
to open in downtown Palo Alto
sometime this week.

Urban Momo, 448 University
Ave., Palo Alto; Instagram:
@urbanmomopa.

Zingster’s

A halal Nashville hot chicken
and smashburger joint is open-
ing in the former Cafe 220 space
this week.

Established in Fremont in
2025, Zingster’s is hosting its
grand opening Friday at 5 p.m.
on University Avenue. For its
grand opening, Zingster’s is giv-
ing the first 100 customers a free
burger and offering 20% off all
purchases plus a raffle.

Zingster’s, 220B University
Ave., Palo Alto; Instagram:
@zingsterspaloalto. m

Email Food Editor

Adrienne Mitchel at amitchel

@almanacnews.com.

Adrienne Mitchel

Courtesy Rikyu

Rikyu in downtown Palo Alto will offer chirashi, or deconstructed sushi bowls.
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B FOR OPEN SUNDAY
¥ SALE | April 26, 1:00pm - 4:00pm

10 MANSION COURT #713 | MENLO PARK | OFFERED AT $2,898,000 | 10MANSIONCT.COM

e Sought-after Mansion Court condominium in desirable ¢ Immediate access to community pool and common area
Sharon Heights open space

e Rear corner unit with 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths e Secured building and two designated underground

e Completely remodeled with designer upgrades parking spaces with storage

« Approximately 2,925 square feet ¢ Close to Stanford University, Stanford Shopping Center,

and Highway 280
e Abundant natural light, high ceilings, and open floor plan « Award-winning Las Lomitas School District
e Multiple patios provide perfect indoor-outdoor living

HucH CORNISH

650.619.6461 @
hcornish@cbnorcal.com Reas?

CHRISTINA HENGEHOLD

415.722.6402
christina.hengehold@cbrealty.com

& ASSOCIATES

Over $3.8 Billion in Sales DRE# 00912143 COLDWELL DRE# 02210414
#1 Coldwell Banker Agent, San Francisco Peninsula hughcornish.com BANKER hughcornish.com
#11 Coldwell Banker Agent, United States REALTY

#111 Agent in the United States, RealTrends 2025

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification.
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2025 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01908304.
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